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Blackwood Is 75
This historic home, over a century old, was the original meeting place of the Blackwood, SA, members.
On 4 November the church will celebrate Its 75th anniversary with a lunch on the property —page 3
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The leaders of the church are called to be dispensers of the
minestrone of the Gospel Q
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i—I 1 he early Chris-
H tians created
U problems for

themselves and their
communities because
they "turned the world
upside down".

No wonder!
If they went around

the ancient world talk­
ing about the teachings
of Christ in the Sermon
on the Mount, if they
applied the principles
behind many of the
parables, if they were
consistent with the life
and death of Christ they
were called to reverse
the world order.

We live today in a world where the most
powerful is the boss, where the fastest is
the best and where the richest is the most
admired and we have transferred this atti­
tude into the life of the church.

We assume that those who are the most
public are the most important. We attribute
to the "leaders" of the church the qualities
of "boss". And sometimes we who have
been placed in "positions of authority"
take on the aura of the manager.

We have introduced a power structure
into the church.

For example it seems to me that much of
the fuss over the role of women in the
church is really a struggle over power. We
take our stand on what we claim are scrip­
tural principles, but we behave as if we are
threatened that someone whom we have
historically seen as inferior might exert
power over us.

The rift that sometimes appears between
churches and state boards or state officers
is often based on the same fear. We at­
tribute to these people and structures a
desire to order us around, a management
authority that is not based on fact.

Sometimes we who arecalled to be elders
see the role as making spiritual decisions
for other less spiritually competent peo­
ple. In other words we want, often for
what seem like good reasons, to exert
power over those "ordinary" people who
makeupthecongregation.Andsometimes
the "ordinary" people assume that elders
and secretaries and board chairmen are
there to exercise that power.

The Australian Christian

Those called to be
ministers sometimes
behave as if, somehow,
God has made them
general managers of
the local branch of the
Christian Church Inc.
and seek to control the
congregation. Occa­
sionally the congrega­
tion looks to the minis­
ter for that kind of con­
trol.

And we have got it
wrong!

The N ew Testament
model of leadership is
different to that of the

--------- Old Testament and to
that of the corporate

structure.
Old Testament leaders heard the word

from God and because they were the only
ones who knew the word guided and di­
rected God's people on his behalf.

The New Testament model turns the
world upside down and says of leaders in
the church, "The first shall be last and the
last first," and "The greatest in the King­
dom of heaven is the one who becomes like
a little child," and, "If one of you wants to
be great he must be the servant of the rest."

The model of ministry, of eldership and
of any form of leadership within the life of
the church is not a model of authority, nor
of democracy, nor even of theocracy. It is
the model of the servant.

I am a fond of minestrone soup. Min­
estrone (the word comes from the same
base as "minister") soup was prepared in
the monasteries and kept on hand in case
some poor traveller needed it. In the same
way the leaders of the church are called to
be dispensers of the minestrone of the
Gospel.

To be the servants and not the served.

• Brian Phelps is a primary school principal in
South Australia. He is an elder of the Magi"
church, has served as Conference President
in South Australia, worked for 12 months
assistant to the State Minister in that state.
He is currently a member of the SA State
Board and Executive, as well as being secre­
tary of the State Ministry Committee. He B
married to Beverley and has two married
children.
___________________________________ ______
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INlow Team aft Launceston

Darryl Tobler, Craig Spaulding and Rod Foster

It was a red-letter day in the
life of the Launceston, Tas,
church when two assistant
ministers were inducted into
the ministry team.

An experimental rearrange­
ment of the pews allowed 260
to be seated. Rod Foster led the
service and Sir Geoffrey Foot
inducted Darryl Tobler as
youth minister and Craig

Spaulding as pastoral minister.
A morning tea and a dinner
enabled many to personally
meet Darryl and Sharon and
Craig and Joy and their fami­
lies.

The evening service was
conducted by the young people
and titled "Hey, Hey It's Sun­
day with Darryl and Sharon".

—P. Harrison

Oawson Sftireoft Growing
TheDawson Street,Ballarat,

Vic, church has made a dra­
matic turn. In the last 12
months, the church has grown
in membership from 104 to 132
and has moved from a one-
minister church to a team
ministry. Stephen Templeton
began his ministry with
Dawson Street in February af­
ter a very positive interim
ministry by Jim Cunningham,

which set the church on the
growing edge. This was shortly
followed by Tracey Wickham
joining the ministry team in
May. Both Stephen and Tracey
are enjoying the ministry of
such a positive church.

The church believes it can
maintain a 20% growth rate,
which will result in attendances
at worship by the year 2000 of
around 1,000.

Tracey Wickham and Stephen Templeton

[BDaclkwooidj Ds 75
On 4 November the

Blackwood, SA, church will
celebrate its 75th anniversary.

A feature of the day will be a
lunch held on the property of
Dr and Mrs Arnold Caldicott.
Their home, over a century old,
was once the home of T.C.A.
Margarey, son of Thomas
Magarey, who founded our
churches in Australasia. T.C.A.
Magarey lived in this house
from 1903 until 1914, when it
was purchased by the late
Claude Verco, Mrs Caldicott's
father. This house was the
original meeting place of the
Blackwood members. Baptisms
were celebrated in the bath­
room of the house before the
installation of a baptistry in the
building erected in Shepherd's
Hill Road.

Following the lunch, to
which all past members and

interested persons are warmly
invited, small groups will be
shown through the house and
grounds, which include a
summer house, stables and an
underground well. The house
is listed by the National Trust.

Some of those present will be
dressed in the fashion of 75
years ago, and a display of
photos and other memorabilia
will be held.

Claude Verco sometimes
maintained a lonely vigil, par­
ticularly during early evening
services when no-one arrived
to worship and he stood alone
in the building. During these
times he kept the church doors
open, hoping for better things
in the future. That his faith was
rewarded, as present numbers
show, is a tribute to the stead­
fastness of the early member­
ship.

WA Ceunfte unary Ceflebraftlotms
During the year Churches of

Christ in Western Australia
have been celebrating their
100th anniversary in a variety
of ways. The centenary cel­
ebrations come to a climax in
the next two weeks with a series
of special events.

It begins on Friday, 26 Octo­
ber with a Centenary Celebra­
tion Rally at 7.30 pm at the
Christian Centre. The speaker
for this evening of praise and
worship will be Gordon Stir­
ling. On Saturday, 27 October
there will be a Centenary Mu­
sic Festival at 7.45 pm at the
Perth Concert Hall. Friday, 2
November, is the big day. On 2

November 1890 the first
Churches of Christ commun­
ion service in WA was held in
Perth. On 2 November 1990 a
Dawn Communion Service
will be held at 6.30 am in Kings
Park at the Pioneer Women's
Memorial Fountain.

The 100th birthday party will
be on Saturday, 3 November,
the Gala Centenary Banquet
at 6 pm at the Christian Centre
to be followed by a Historical
Pageant at 8 pm. A Final
Evangelistic Rally with
Gordon Stirling at 7 pm on
Sunday, 4 November, at the
Perth Concert Hall concludes
the celebrations.

Through the Years
An evening through drama

and music was organised by
the Women's Auxiliary Con­
ference for the Churches of
Christ in WA Centenary Cel­
ebrations. The evening de­
picted the women's work from
the first women's conference in
1906 to the present day.

Maureen Furr led in singing
some grand old hymns from
Alexander's Hymn Book. Fol­

lowing this compere Roma
Armstrong went through the
years with the ladies suitably
dressed for each era enacting
various aspects of the work.
The scenes were interspersed
with messages in song by
Maureen and organ solos by
Ron Raymond.

Thanks to Elma Ewers, who
wrote the script for the night.

—B. Mcllwralth
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Christians
Meeting ion
Kuwait

Reports are being received
that Christian churches are
meeting again in Kuwait and
feeding the hungry.

Several Philippine evacuees
have reported to Jerry Zanstra,
minister of Kuwait's National
Evangelical Church, who was
in the United States for the
summer when Iraq invaded
Kuwait, that five Philippine lay
leaders are conducting worship
services at the church. The
evacuees also told Zanstra that
Iraqi soldiers are attending
services and are not disrupting
worship.

Maurice Graham, a South­
ern Baptist worker still in Ku­
wait, has sent messages to
family and friendsin the United
States saying the church is
feeding hungry Asians.

Graham, the church's assist­
ant pastor, is among a handful
of Americans living inside the
US embassy compound.

Before Iraqi troops stormed
into Kuwait City, the church
had an extensive ministry to
Filipinos, who work as
domestics. The church pro­
vided food, shelter and em­
ployment assistance to runa­
way and abused household
workers.

One of the Filipinos who has
fled Kuwait reported that the
church had been turned into an
Iraqi military compound. The
refugee, Flora Labuguen, a
nurse, worked at a Kuwaiti
hospital.

Several other Christian
nurses who also attended the
church reported to Labuguen
that anything of value inside
the church had been looted and
everything else destroyed. An
apartment above the church
where Maurice Graham and his
family had been living also was
looted.

The English-language con­
gregation is about one-third
Philippine, one-third Indian
and one-third a mixtureofother
expatriates. Before the invasion
about 10,000 gathered for
services Sundays and Fridays.
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Pentecost KovisnUeci
by Dorothy Smith

□
 think it is no t given to every

missionary to see the "fruit
of their labours on the

field". I thank God that this
was my privilege during the
month of August.

I had long been thinking of
making a trip to Vanuatu, then
suddenly, miraculously, the
way opened up in May, when I
saw advertised a holiday pack­
age to Vila for less than the
ordinary airfare. I made plans
to go in August. The package
included eight days at a hotel
in Vila. After the eight days I
was to make my own way to
Pentecost.

I left Rosebud in the early
hours of the morning to arrive
at Tullamarine to catch the6.50
am plane to Vanuatu. On arriv­
ing at Vila airport, I met quite a
few Pentecost people, who
were in Vila for the 10th anni­
versary of independence, in­
cluding Joses Sali and his wife,
who will shortly go to New
Guinea as missionaries.

On Sunday I was able to at­
tend Sarabetu church, which
has a large, beautiful building,
under the leadership of Wilson
Wabak. The church was packed
as so many of the congregation
work in Vila. I was very im­
pressed by the service, beauti­
fully conducted, the singing, as
always, magnificent with a
band and sound equipment.
The service lasted three hours,
but I was soon enjoying the
worship and fellowship and
sitting on a hard backless form
was good therapy after cush­

ioned ease and short services
in Australia! (Of course I was
well trained during our years
on the field.)

The elders and deacons and
ministers were the de­
scendants of those men
and women who came >
to the Lord in 1948
when 68 people
were baptised in
the river at
Ranwas. They left
their heathen vil­
lage behind and
commenced a new 
village centred on the
Christian church and now 40
years later I was to see the result
in the thriving work in Vila.

They need upholding in
prayer, they need to be encour­
aged by the church in Aus tralia.
Vila is not an easy field, there is
much evil due to alcohol, kava
bars, discos, a casino and a
brewery being built, even
though the women of Vanuatu
protested vigorously against it.

Alas, the government was
wooed by big business. I ap­
pealed to the Christians to pro­
test to the Prime Minister to
remember his motto 'Tn God
We Trust". I told them thev
cannot serve God and the Devil,
and Satan is trying his best to
take over once again. The Prime
Minister has encouraged the
return to "custom", which, in
effect, is the return to heathen­
ism.

We must pray for the church
to be strong, to protest against
evil and maintain a faithful

witness for Christ. Pray for the
church to be united in the fight
against the power of evil.

Mytimeon Pentecost wasall
too short. I was received with

great ceremony and love. I
stayed a week a Panas

and a week at
Baravet and my
adopted daughters
and their husbands
were my hosts, to­
gether with all the
people I have
known and loved.
I visited Banmat­

mat and Ranwadi and
was thrilled to see those men
and women who were infants
in our time taking positions of
responsibility. They were all so
pleased to see me, and paid
such loving tributes to my hus­
band. I was touched by the
memories they hold of him and
how they remembered his
words. They told of how he
said, "Oneday theseemptyvil-
lages will be filled with peo­
ple," and how it is true that
once there was so much sick­
ness that the race was dying
out. Now these villages are
filled with people, healthy
happy children and lovely
young women and men and I
thanked God that I was privi­
leged to see it and know that
these people of Pentecost are
once again a strong virile na­
tions. Pray they will remain a
Christian nation.

• Dorothy Smith was a former
missionary in Vanuatu.

tetost
Wujunwel
Pwotnopni

Waterfall
aravat

Wali
Ponlimsi

Bunlap

Ranwadi
Ranmawat

Pcngi
Ranputor

Banmatmat
Ranwas
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I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personallv-all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everythina unenndn^ n
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Amontin2C°n?,Qnay
ants—"white ants"-borers-cametpes^Sw S a" °r,her

any pest that grows, walks or flies P0sts, in fact,

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
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Korean! Medical Comfeirence

Dr Kolhatkar (centre) and Dr Pawar (second from right)
with members of a deaf church In Korea—part of the
ministry of World Opportunities International

Qmmfigjiraiftiioin) ©etafte aft
Northside

Dr Philemon Pawar, medi­
cal superintendent of the
Ashwood Memorial Hospital
in India, had the opportunity
earlier this year to attend the
World Congress of Christian
Doctors held in Seoul, Korea.
As well as learning from the
congress, Dr Pawar was en­
couraged by the churches he
visited and the Christians in
Korea who assisted to make
sure his visit was a happy one.

Dr Pawar was accompanied
by Dr Reg Kolhatkar. The two
men were met on arrival in
Seoul byastaffworkerofWorld
Opportunities International.
Dr Pawar writes:

"On 22 July we had a great
privilege of attending the larg­
est church in Korea, and the
world too! The Yoido Full
Gospel Church of Pastor
Yonggio Cho has at present
630,000 church members on its 

roll with a riseof11,000 to 12,000
per month. There are 630 dis­
trict pastors under Pastor Cho.
The secret for the growth of
this church in Korea is the home
cell system and constant
prayers till you get the answer.
In 1958 the church started in a
tent with 120 members. It has
grown like anything. It is said
the growth rate of Christianity
is more than the birth rate in
Korea.

"The theme of our congress
was 'Biblical Ethics and Ori­
ental Culture—Light from
East and Law from West'.
There were many excellent
papers read and wonderful
discussions in different groups
took place, which helped me to
think in a broader sense and
have revitalised and resharp­
ened my commitment in the
healing ministry at Ashwood
Memorial Hospital."

Shadow Minister for Immi­
gration, Philip Ruddock, had
his hands full when he debated
immigration with Graham
Long from the NSW Depart­
ment of Social Service, John
Lynch from the Department of
Immigration and Ethnic Af­
fairs, and Jay Bacik, senior
minister of the Northside
Community Church in a pub­
lic debate at Crows Nest, NSW.

This was the first in a series
of "Couchman"-styleevenings
designed to offer the opportu­
nity to participate in debates
on current issues with the
newsmakers and informed
Christian leaders.

Philip Ruddock said, "The
government claims that its ap­
proach to immigration hasbeen
formed in a 'trial and error'
manner...it is a pity that it has
been more error than trial."

On the other hand, Graham
Long claimed that there is a
lack of meaningful difference 

between the opposition and
government approach on im­
migration. He was also critical
of the Liberal Party's retreat
from their previous stance that
immigration should be slowed
in he interest of social cohe­
sion. 'Tor one country to be
swamped by another is at least
threatening and potentially a
violation," he said. "Thinking
people must develop an atti­
tude that keeps the community
compassionate to people of all
cultures... including our own."

The third speaker, John
Lynch, from the Departmentof
Immigration and Ethnic Affairs
provided some useful statisti-
caland procedural information.

Jay Bacik had the unenviable
job of bringing the ends to­
gether in an area where the
church has been accused of in­
consistency.

Further "Currents" evenings
on the media and the environ­
ment are planned.

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

Graham Long, Philip Ruddock and Jay Bacik

IAN F. KNIGHT, LLB.BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills,
Taxation, Personal Injuries,
Business and Company Law

10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive
North Fltzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150
Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879
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News

Hearing Cod's Word Loud
and Clear

Photo courtesy Post Newspapers, Perth, WA

Minister Barry Ryall outside the Dalkeith Rd church,
now fitted with an audio loop

The Dalkeith Road, Ned-
lands, WA, church has just in­
stalled a new amplification
system that includes an audio
loop. The loop enables people
with hearing difficulties to hear
the service direct to their hear­
ing aids.

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet

surrounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon

station by arrangement
Fem Valley
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141

It is usually difficult to in­
stall the loop system into an
older building with a concrete
floor and fixed seating unless it
is installed under the carpet.
The system at Dalkeith Road,
however, was installed using a
series of detachable plugs to
enable the pews to be moved if
desired.

About 60 people can use the
loop at the same time. The
church has more than 10 regu­
lar worshippers with hearing
difficulties and recently a fu­
neral, a parent-child dedication
service and a wedding all had
more hearing impaired people
who were able to hear these
services clearly.

Dalkeith Road did not listen
to experts who said the job
couldn't be done. "Let he who
has ears, hear!"

<£l banal)■H——■■ CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us: q^RISTIAN COMMUNITY
El Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

Gardiner Anniversary
The Gardiner, Vic, church

celebrated its 76th anniversary
in September. The morning
worship service was led by the
minister, Paul Creas ey, and the
message brought by the previ-
ous minister, Harold Steele. A
luncheon in the church hall after
the service was attended by 60
past and present members.

Gardiner is an established
Melbourne suburb and church
membership had been in steady
decline as the demography of
the area has altered. In 1985,
Harold Steele came to the
church for a short interim
ministry and stayed for five
years in a part-time capacity.
Harold led the church as it
faithfully maintained its wit­
ness to the surrounding area in
a time of great change. At the
beginning of this year, the
church farewelled Harold and
his wife, Irma, as they began a
well-earned retirement and
welcomed Paul Creasey with
his wife, Irene, as Paul com­
menced a full-time ministry.

The church is no wbeginning
to experience signs of growth
and outreach. Church mem­
bership has increased for the
first time since 1972 and the
church witnessed its first bap­
tism for four years on 30 Sep­
tember. A monthly evening

PE CHELTENHAM
WPE CHURCH OF

W CHRIST

CHRISTIAN
retirement
CENTRE

14 Chesterville Road
Cheltenham 3192

A resident funded centre
comprising 1 and 2 bedroom

units
Enquiries welcomed

Phone manager
(03) 584 5202

service, led by Peter Fleming
student at CCTC, has been ret
commenced and a singing
group adds variety to the
worship.

The traditional concept of
worship is foreign to many lo­
cal people. To counter this,
common interest groups have
been started to provide contact
with them, and a social com­
mittee arranges events for all
associated with the church. In
addition to thecivilian widows
and early planning for retire­
ment groups, who have used
the buildings for many years,
the HODOS program of the
Vic-Tas Department of Com­
munity Care and the local
Neighbourhood Watch com­
mittee are now making use of
the church facilities and this
will provide more opportuni­
ties to establish contact with
the surrounding community.

The Gardiner church gives
thanks to God for his faithful­
ness and for those members
who struggled to keep it alive.

Gardiner's present minister,
Paul Creasey, with past
minister Harold Steele

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seav/ew Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development __
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Dadaya High
School

Zimtataw Hews
| D) ar7 Jenkins, Ringwood, Vic, has returned from a visitto Zimbabwe representing the Overseas

O') Mission Board. He was accompanied by Garry Hills, Margaret St, Toowoomba, Qld, who
travelled at his own expense. Since August is holiday month in Zimbabwe, they were guests

at three "revival" meetings, two conferences and theopening of a new church building. Everywhere
they were referred to as "Barry and Garry".

EBsiinry amid] (Gammy Omi Ztababwe
Impressions of the
Church

We were impressed by the
strength of the church. 1,000
attended the National Confer­
ence of Churches of Christ in
Gutu.500attended theopening
of Bilashaba Chapel. 200 at­
tended the local revival meet­
ings.

The welcomes we received,
the singing in harmony, spon­
taneous prayer, response to the
teaching and a readiness for
change are all vivid impres­
sions in our minds.

Zimbabwe: An
Emerging Nation

Although the towns, cities,
industry and agricultural pat­

terns are well established, the
nation of Zimbabwe is only 10
years old. The emergence of
women is one feature of the
new Zimbabwe. They head up
the schools and government
departments, are government
leaders and are increasingly
involved in the leadership of
the church. The emphasis on
self-reliance, "we can do it
ourselves", is a strong theme in
development projects in the
rural sectors.

Many rural Zimbabweans
are subsistence farmers on
drought-stricken marginal
communal lands that are crying
out for water, good land man­
agement and additional in­
come-earning projects.

COCOA Goes into
Action

36 churches in the Zvish-
ivane area have grown out of
the witness of the New Zea­
land Churches of Christ. Fol­
lowing a survey conducted
among 1,000 peoplein thearea,
a project committee has been
established to use COCOA
fundstohelptheserural people
on communal lands. We would
hope one water bore will be
established each year. (Some
women still carry water 6 km
every day.) We will also invite
local churches to submit micro
projects with the emphasis on
income generating projects, e.g.
chickens, tools, fencing, and
skills training.

COCOA Dm) Zfimbsibwfg
The primary purpose of my

visit to Africa was to see how
we could be involved with de­
velopment programs in
Zvishivane area of Zimbabwe.
Many of our church families
live in communities where
there is very poor soil and un­
reliable rain. They are subsist­
ence farmers depending on the
corn they grow each year as
their staple diet.

A project committee has been
formed of 10 experienced peo­
ple representing the churches,
young people, women and the
wider community. They are
already seeking out the poorest
areas to help them with projects
that will generate income. The
greatest need is water. It is ob­
vious the difference a water
bore makes in these communi­
ties. In the next three years we

hope that COCOA will finance
one water bore in three differ­
ent centres and will find a dozen
or more micro projects, e.g.
poultry, provide tools, adult
literacy programs etc.

How can we help? COCOA
is a tax-deductible means of
giving to these projects. CO­
COA is open all year round. If
we are to give the support to
Zimbabwe they need we will
need to raise a minimum of
$25,000 per year for the next
three years. Can your church
make a special effort for CO­
COA between no w and the end
of 1990?

Want a
Penfriend in
Zimbabwe?

Bill Keddie has the names
and addresses of more than 20
high school students in Zim­
babwe who would like an
Australian penfriend. Write for
details to Bill Keddie, Church
of Christ, 50 Tom St, Yarra-
wonga 3730.

One of my tasks in visiting
Zimbabwe was to find out the
latest situation at Dadaya High
School. The school had two
headmasters in recent years
who were not Christians. This
year a new headmaster, Noyce
Dube, has been appointed. A
very practical man and an ac­
tive Christian, Noyce is from
our church in Bulawayo.

He is but one of several ac­
tive Christians on the staff. The
deputy headmaster serves as
acting chaplain, Mr Mapira
(geography department head)
is leader of the Scripture Union
work, Philip Mazambara (head
of divinity) has an MA in di­
vinity from Harare University
and comes from a Churches of
Christ background and a
teacher from New Zealand
(David Beecroft) is also active
in Christian witness in the
school.

The SU group meets every
day, with up to 200 attending
for singing (Zimbabweans will
sing forhours, unaccompanied,
in beautiful harmony), Bible
study and prayer. The SU
chairman, Enard, a sixth-form
student, led the services when
1 spoke. He was magnificent.
He was able to quieten the 800
students and direct their
thoughts to the Lord. He in­
volved many students in sing­
ing, scripture reading and
prayer.

Zimbabwe needs teachers as
it has made secondary educa­
tion for all one of the major
thrusts since self-government.
Dadaya has two overseas
teachers (Canada and NZ) and
more would be welcome. Vis­
iting teachers can live on Afri­
can salaries and the school
provides accommodation. This
would be an ideal opportunity
for teachers who are open to
serve the Lord in a positive
Christian environment with
students whoareeagerto leant.
Opportunities abound (espe­
cially for maths and science
teachers). Enquire to the
Overseas Mission Board, Box
320, Unley 5061, or Barry
Jenkins (03) 870 7520.

GUARANTEED USED CARS

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in” let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS lmct«76
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one of the keys to progress be­
tween Palestinians and Jews.
Palestinians, and their spokes­
persons, need to be conscious
of and sensitive to the Holo­
caust.
You're picking on us. What about
all those other bad guys?

Another concern has been
that World Vision is being se­
lective in its criticism. Some
Jewish friends have shared
commentaries from this point
of view, and I saw it expressed
in print in Israel in response to
the international outrage over
the 20 May murders.

In World Vision's case I
found this criticism a bit hard
to take because World Vision
speaks only from experience.
We also condemn Arab vio­
lence. In my recollection this is
only the second or third timein
our history that we have made
acomment on Israel. Our record
as advocates for the poor in
Cambodia, Ethiopia, El Salva­
dor, and Mozambique is rather
longer and noisier. I feel the
idea that World Vision had
exhibited "a continuing
pattern.,.of...anti-Israeli state­

Comment

• What happens when World Vision
Comments on Israel and the Intifada?

A Case Study
by Philip Hunt

A
t World Vision we h ave
discovered that there
are many things that

cause people to be poor. One
must ask why people are poor.
It is one thing to give the hun­
gry a fish. A long-term solution
is teaching them how to fish.
Perhaps they are prevented
from fishing by economic or
political barriers. World Vision
tries to empower people to deal
with all the factors that create
and sustain poverty.

My Visit to Gaza
On 20 May I was in Israel

when a gunman killed seven
people, opening fire with a
machine gun on a group of
Arabs going to work inside Is­
rael.

On my return I issued a me­
dia release, with two major sec­
tions. The first section ex­
pressed my concern that time
was running out for peace; that
the present situation was bad
for all people in Israel; that there
was danger of Israel heading
down the Lebanon road to an
increasingly violent and stu­
pid conflict. ("AC" 21 July)

The second section listed
some options available for the
world to consider in response
to the situation I described:

• Pray that there will be no
escalation in the violence on
either side.

• Urge our government to
increase its commitment to bi­
lateral aid to Palestinians.

Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

now meets In
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)

• Let us consider sanctions
against Israel. Given the low
level of trade between our two
countries this will not likely
have a huge economic impact,
but we have seen in South Af­
rica that sanctions do send out
a powerful message of disap­
proval.

I now regret that this minor
comment 1 made about sanc­
tions has been misrepresented
as if it were the entire World
Vision commentary. Officials
of foreign governments with
whom I spoke in Israel com­
mented upon the idea of sanc­
tions. In listing the various
options available to encourage
peace, I therefore included
them. Personally, I think they
would not be effective. Indeed,
sanctions are a form of low-
grade violence against Israel,
more likely to entrench violence
than relieve it. In the context of
a list of options available for
the world to consider, sanctions
make some sense. As a single
methodology for dealing with
intransigence in the peace
process it has neither our en­
thusiasm nor our recommen­
dation.

Thereaction to my comments
certainly doesn't compare to the
usual response World Vision
gets to an appeal: hundreds of
phone calls and thousands of
dollars. Nevertheless, the re­
sponse has not been insignifi­
cant. It has come from two
major areas: Jewish and Chris­
tian.

Jewish Reaction
Among Jews who have re­

acted, there have been two
kinds:
• We like what you say, but
not how you say it.

There are those who express
appreciation and support for
what I have said, but regret the
way I said it. Some have been
offended by what they discern
as a pro-Palestinian slant to my
commentary. For most this 

means, by their definition not
mine, an anti-Israel slant. These
people have wanted to express
their concerns about what is
happening in Israel and to say
they are not surprised by my
reports. Nevertheless they wish
I had taken more trouble to put
this reality into a better his­
torical and political context. I
think that is reasonable. Where
people have written to me I
tried to show that World Vision
is neither unaware nor naive
about that context.
• We don't like what you say,
or the way you say it.

Some Jews like neither what
I have said nor the way I have
said it.
Remember the Holocaust.

To address the present situa­
tion without reference to the
Holocaust and the profound
concern of many Jews for a safe
place of refuge is, for these
people, offensive (or, at best, as
one Jewish friend said "indis­
creet").
Recognise genuine Jewish fears
and the need for a refuge.

I think this is more than rea­
sonable. Indeed, I think this is 
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Letters from Tertius

Mindless
To the Editor,

As I watched the TV account of some soccer hooliganism the
news reader used the word "mindless" to describe it. The word
mindless seems to be used a lot in reports of violence, rape and

other forms of irresponsibility.
But I wonder if that's the right word. These problem people

know very well what they are doing. Their minds are very much
at work as they pull pickets off fences and select their victims.
Their minds may be fouled up, but their actions are actions out of
that sort of mind.

1 think that the word "faithless" might be more accurate. I have
a hunch that how webehave depends mostly on what webelieve.
. 1 !ha! my beliefs determine the things I do or don't do. I
tl°" I * vi ° as bein8 a very virtuous person, but I know
simnlv neVer uft?'y hand against a woman. My belief system
l . P y never had room for such behaviour. Sometimes on a
the wk g0 reluctantly off to church rather than to
I'Sl 1 bu HeVe about the church determines that.

of oTonle i^U^ahvn and what k can do to develop the minds
education th thinkin5 and actin8 right. But after all that
mavbeStS,^en- d° these so<a11^ Mindless things". So

Yet in m.r iddinS’®even more important than mind building-
erstwhile chn °KVn ubey are building new schools and some

have b™e

The Australian Christian
-^-Tertiut
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merits" is rather hard to prove.
Other reactions.

Some have wanted to argue
various points about the stub­
bornness and violence of the
Arab world. This also is not
unreasonable. As I left Israel
the news came through of the
stupid raid on the Tel Aviv
beaches. And I know that being
targeted by intifadarocksis not
like participating in a peaceful
demonstration. My concern
about such "eye for an eye"
reactions is that they lead down
a path of ever-escalating vio­
lence. Hitting back because
someone hits me is the value
system of six year olds. Israelis
and Palestinians need to react
with more maturity, difficult
as that may be.

Christian Reaction
Christian supporters of

World Vision have reacted in
two ways.
• World vision is becoming
political!

Some cannot understand
why World Vision would want
to make political statements
about Israel or any other place.
Sometimes political factors are
the cause of poverty. Since we
speak on behalf of the poor,
World Vision therefore has the
responsibility to address those
political factors that cause pov­
erty.
• The modem State of Israel is
the fulfilment of prophecy.

There are those who have a 

fundamentalist view of the
modern State of Israel as the
fulfilment of Old Testament
prophecy. In its most extreme
form, these critics accuse me of
standing in opposition to God's
will. In other words, since the
modern State of Israel is God's
will, any criticism of it is a
criticism of God. I take the
practical view that even if the
first premise is correct (that Is­
rael is the fulfilment of proph­
ecy) this does not relieve Israel
of the responsibility to live up
to other prophecies or com­
mands of God in the Bible.
(Ezekiel 47: 21-23)

There are, of course, many
references in the Old Testament
(the Hebrew Bible) to the return
of the Jews to the Promised
Land. The boundaries of this
land are even delineated. Some
Christians say that since these
promises were not fulfilled in
the Old Testament literally, so
we look for a fulfilment in the
future. It is a reasonable view
to hold. Many do hold it.

As the Rev. John Stott sug­
gests in a paper titled "The Place
of Israel", "others do not hold
that view" and he looks at the
Biblical arguments for an al­
ternative view:

o The Old Testament prom­
ises about the Jews' return to
the land are comforted by
promises of the Jews' return to
the Lord. It is hard (Stott says)
to see how the secular, unbe­
lieving State of Israel can pos­

sibly be a fulfilment of those
prophecies.

° The Old Testament prom­
ises about the land are nowhere
repeated in the New Testament.
Theprophecyof Romans H isa
prophecy that many, many
Jews will turn to Christ, but the
land is not mentioned, nor is
Israel mentioned as a political
entity. So we need to be very
cautious in simply jumping
back to the Old Testament
promises and ignoring how
they are handled in the New.

o The Old Testament prom­
ises, according to the apostles,
are fulfilled in Christ and in the
international community of
Christ. The New Testament
authors apply the promise of
Abraham'sseed toJesusChrist.
And they apply to Jesus Christ
the promise of the land and all
the land which is inherited, the
land flowing with milk and
honey, because it is in him that
our hunger is satisfied and our
thirst quenched. A return to
Jewish nationalism would seem
incompatible with the New
Testament perspective of the
international community of
Jesus.

Nowmostjewsand Muslims
would not accept the validity
of our perception of the New
Testament as a continuation of
the prophetic tradition. I un­
derstand that. Indeed, itisdear,
if a little more surprising, that
some Christians do not accept
it. We must love and respect
those who hold these views.

To all these critics I have at­
tempted to respond openly to
their perspectives. There is
much common ground and
understanding to affirm. Rec­
ognising the wider issues, but 

responding from our basic
commitment to the poor, we
makeacallfornegotiationsthat
will lead to peace.

The Silent Majority
There is a third group who

have responded with a blanket
of silence.
Australian Palestinians

I have heard little from the
Australian Palestinian com­
munity and I am not sure how
to interpret this. I have appre­
ciated the tone of most of the
critical comments I received.
Jews and Christians alike have
tended to be articulate and
friendly, even while they have
been critical. It is the nature of
controversy that only the
negative voices are heard and
reported. I think this is disap­
pointing.
I'm Interested because World
Vision said it.

Finally the rest of the silent
group are those who had no
awareness or interest in Israel,
Palestinians or the issues. For
some, the fact that World Vi­
sion has spoken will cause an
awakening to the issues. I be­
lieve this is an international
community service that World
Vision can do. Part of ourroleis
to help people to care about
poverty and its causes. If, be­
cause we have taken the risk to
speak, more Australians are
sparked to think about these
issues, whether or not they
agree with us, we have done a
good and worthwhile thing for
the poor.

0 Philip Hunt is Executive Direc­
tor of World Vision of Australia
and a member of the Doncaster,
Vic, church.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ. i—
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

F Visiting Canberra? 1
0 Stay with a Church Family 8
0 A number of Canberra church families offer p
n accommodation In their homes at basic bed and q
; breakfast rates to help raise funds for L
!i “Home Mission” extensions In the ACT 3

I

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family'
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift Barbara Kennedy
34 Yiman Street, 6 Sharp Place,
Waramanga 2611 Melba 2615
Phone (062) 88 2050 Phone (062) 58 1360
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Media Review

B©©fcs
New Church,
New Land
The Korean Experience
by Sang Taek Lee (Unit­
ing Church Press) $17.95

New Church, New Land—
The Korean Experience by
Sang Taek Lee is an im­
portant book about new
church development and
our neighbours. The au­
thor is the minister of the
Sydney Korean Parish of
the Uniting Church.

He describes the history
of church planting among
Korean immigrants in
Sydney from the begin­
nings in 1974. Out of this
16-year history he draws
important implications for
future strategies in evan­
gelism, new church de­
velopment and the many
issues relating to church order and structure. While the particular
orientation relates to the Uniting Church, there are implications
for all churches.

Sang Taek Lee displays a broad understanding of contempo­
rary theological and sociological issues. A strong concern for the
human issues that surround him as pastor and leader is also
evident.

Wecan immediately rejoice in his account of the multiplication
of Korean churches and disciples. There are 33 Korean churches
Australia wide with 30 located in Sydney. The book includes a
useful summary of immigration issues from 1788 to the present
day, plus an objective analysis of contemporary theory and issues
surrounding assimilation and multiculturalism.

We are introduced to who the Korean migrants are, why they
opt for Australia and what has been their experience. Lee asserts
that Koreans come to Australia basically for self-improvement,
freedom from exploitation and oppression and better opportu­
nities for their children. He outlines six stages that most immigrants
pass through in their adjustment here. It is a complex experience
marked by much that is less than ideal. Many feel left on the
margin of our society.

The upsurge in new Korean churches and community groups
springs from this situation. The Korean experience presents a
strong case why churches need to reach migrant groups through
their own culture.

The author presents a powerful argument for those of us who
ask why they won't come and join us. By implication, churches
that fail to come to terms with these issues will struggle to adjust
in an increasingly diverse society. If well-educated and highly
motivated migrants find the going tough in Australia, what must
it be like for others?

Issues of church structure and management;andhowproblems
arise from Korean and Australian cultural differences are high­
lighted. Implications and suggestions for Uniting Church prac­
tice are dealt with. This important section contains a number of
transferable concepts for the whole Australian church and its
outreach to migrant communities. The Joint Board of Christian
Education has done good service to the whole Australian church
in venturing into this publication area.

—Don Smith

Patterns of Faith in
Australian Churches
Report from the Combined
Churches Survey for Faith and
Mission . .
by Philip J. Hughes and 'Tncia
Blombery (Christian Research
Association) $16

The Christian Research Asso­
ciation was established in the
mid-1980s to conduct research
on behalf of Australian churches.
Its second project was a major
national survey of church
attenders. This book is the last of
eight reports that the staff have
prepared on different aspects of
the data.

In the preface the authors comment: "This report is largely
interpretive rather than descriptive. It will help clergy, church
leaders, lay people and others in understanding the people who
are in the churches. It will display something of the logic of their
patterns of faith and what is important to them in the faith."

This book also looks at what ministry involves for different
ages, genders and educational groups, urban and rural congre­
gations and the core and the fringe people in local churches.

There is some very interesting information available in this
book that could be studied by people looking at the future of the
church in Australia and the directions in which we should be
aiming our message. Interestingly the researchers found four
groups in the church: conversionists, devotionalists, convention­
alists and principalists. These categories are defined and their
traits examined. The final chapter on the "Issues and Directions
for the Future" would be helpful to church planners.

Most good Christian bookshops should have copies of this
book, otherwise it is available from the Christian Research
Association at 161 Sturt St, South Melbourne 3205.

—CRA

Philip J. Huchn a
’TriciJ Blombery

PATTERNS OF

FAITHzIN
AUSTRALIAN

Withit Church of Christ
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sponsors.

20 October 199°



IMte'dlira

From Every People
A Handbook of Two-Thirds World Missions with Directory/
Histories/Analysis
by Larry D. Pate (MARC Publications)

15 years ago no one had heard of 'Two-Thirds World mis­
sions . Today there are almost as many mission agencies from
developing countries as there are in North America and the
number of professional missionaries is also comparable.

The first section in this book examines some of the statistics
about Two-Thirds World missions. Larry Pate has catalogued
about 1,000 such mission organisations,ranging from one-person
groups to very large organisations. He shows that many of these
are innovative in their methodology and effective in the use of
scarce resources. The definition of "missionary" in this context
are all those who are sent to preach the gospel across cultural
boundaries, even where they are still within the one country. The
regional statistics give some fascinating facts: India sends about
three times as many missionaries as second-ranked Nigeria and
Korea is only in 10th place. The largest sending agency is the
Burma Baptist Convention with 1,400 missionaries.

The second section contains three fascinating case studies from
Malawi, Argentina and India. The final section is a directory of
mission organisations in the Two-Thirds world.

—CRA

Mealing the Masculine Soul
by Dalbey Gordon (Word) $9.95

Many titles of this theme are merely defensive reactions to
society's experience of the emancipation of women. Gordon
Dalbey7s approach is refreshingly different. Shunning both the
popular tend to overcompensation by males as they "explore and
embrace their feminine side" and the opposite assertion of macho
Rambo toughness, Gordon Dalbey invites men to recognise "the
wound in the the masculine soul" and with the help of Christ as
healer reclaim an authentic masculine self.

This book is a thoughtful treatment tackling some controver­
sial and tender areas. Chapter titles such as "Warrior Redeemed"
and "Lost among Men: A Nonpolitical View of Homosexuality"
hint at some of the areas covered yet the views expressed are not
predictable and invite deep consideration. One fascinating chapter
drawing on the author's experience in Nigeria contemplates a
Christian male initiation rite! This reviewer, initially repulsed at
such a notion, felt strangely drawn to the concepts expressed in
the rite

In this decade of the media-created "New Man" this book
offers Christian men (and women!) much food for thought.

—Dennis Ryle

A Man Called Norman
by Mike Adkins (Word Books) $10.50

One could be forgiven for thinking as one begins to read this
lovely little book that it is a work of fiction, but it soon becomes
apparent that it is very much a true story. Not only that, it is an
autobiographical account of the author's experiences in Christian
living when he moved into a new neighbourhood. It is described
as "the unforgettable story of an uncommon friendship".

Little did Mike Adkins know, when he moved, that one of his
neighbours was an eccentric man, which every town seems to
have. Norman was very strange indeed. His speech was very
limited and restricted, his cleanliness left much to be desired, and
his general demeanour was not at all usual. But God used
Norman to teach Mike what it means to obey one of the great
commandments of scripture: "Love your neighbour as yourself."

Mike Adkins became a director of an evangelistic organisation
and is an accomplished speaker, singer, and songwriter, and has
recorded at least two albums of his own songs. The story of 

Norman has been featured in Christian television broadcasts in
America. The book is very easy reading and certainly will be
enjoyed by young and old alike. There is a message in it for us all.
Recommended.

—Paul Payne

The Vital Congregation
by Herb Miller (Abingdon Press) $19.75

The "Effective Church" series by Herb Miller will seek to give
answers to the "how to" questions churches often face in their
planning. Leaders will be given practical insights and methods to
increase effectiveness in leadership, worship, spiritual growth
and evangelism. Ideas for prayer, stewardship, small groups and
administration will be part of the series. The Vital Congregation
begins with a discussion on the importance of church leaders.
Their positive attitude directly influences the directions of the
church. Miller introduces the importance of worship as an intro­
duction for people into the life of the church. It needs to express
warmth and reduce anxiety for the unchurched. Churches need
a variety of opportunities for service and the use of people's gifts
and skills. The Vital Congregation is a valuable resource if you are
working towards a vital, caring, growing congregation.

Available from the Federal Board of Christian Education,
Churches of Christ Centre, 52 LaTrobe St, Melbourne 3000,
Phone (03) 662 2377, for $19.75 plus postage.

—Ian Tippett

More Poems for Everyday
by Lesley Stirling (Berwick Church of Christ) $8 posted

This new collection by Lesley Stirling follows A Poem for Eve­
ryday, now sold out. All of its 90 pages are profusely illustrated
with line drawings by folk artist Joan Armitage of Beaconsfield.
A frequent comment from readers of the first collection of poems
was that they liked them because they reawakened in them
familiar thoughts, feelings and memories. The same is true of
More Poems for Everyday. The collection is varied, with devotional
poems, nature poems, poems of the Australian bush, poems
about people, poems about issues and, scattered here and there,
a few fun poems.

Copies can be obtained for $8 including postage from the
Berwick Church of Christ, PO Box 75, Berwick 3806.

—Beryl Chandler

Something I've
Never Fell
Before
How Teenagers Cope
With Grief
by Doris Zagdanski
(Hill of Content) $7.95

This is a book based
on conversations with
teenagers aboutloss and
change.

It gives an accurate
description of the expe­
riences and feelings of
young people in times
of crisis, using clear,
simple language.

Useful for young peo­
ple, parents, teachers
and anyone with a car­
ing interest in the expe­
rience of grief.

—Mary Ambrose
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Happenings

In recent weeks several fires
are reported to have se­
verely damaged Eastern
Orthodox church buildings
in Poland, according to the
organisation Belief in East­
ern Europe. The most seri­
ous case was the gutting of
a famous pilgrim church in
Grabarka. BEE attributed
the attacks to "the intoler­
ance of some Catholic ex­
tremists" in Poland.

Norway holds the world
record for missionaries
sent per capita, accord­
ing to new statistics.
About one in every 2,500
Norwegians is a mission­
ary in some other coun­
try—a total of about 1,600
in 58 countries. The larg­
est numbers work In
Ethiopia (127), Japan
(117) and Kenya (76). By
way of comparison, West
Germany sends one mis­
sionary for every 28,000
residents, the US one for
every 3,500.

The Bible Society in Aus­
tralia has received pledges
from 450 families willing to
finance the supply of Chris­
tian Scriptures to 1,000
Russianfamilies each month
for the next 4 years. Each of
the 48,000 Russian families
will receive a Bible in their
own language, an illus­
trated Children's Bibleand/
ora NewTestamentto share
with a friend. The package
will cost $15 for 2 families.
The project is named "Op­
eration Family" by the Bible
Society.

There are more than 340
million handicapped
people living In the Third
World and more than 120
million of these are chil­
dren. Inadequate food
intake and a lack of medi­
cal care during pregnancy
are the main reasons why
millions of children are
born with physical and
mental deformities.

Australia's first archives of
Christian art are being es­
tablished at the new Insti­
tute for Theology and the
Arts, based at Paddington,
Sydney. Over 100 items
have been donated to de­
velop an archive and re­
search collection of bro­
chures, books, magazines 
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and papers on all areas of
Christian art. A slide archive
of the visual arts, illustrating
the wide range of Christian
art and craft, has been ini­
tiated with two setsof slides
being donated, featuring
liturgical vestments and al­
tar furnishings.

Couples who deliberately
exclude children from a
marriage through con­
tinuous birth control or
contraception may have
Invalidated theirmarriage
according to the laws of
the Roman Catholic
Church.

For the first time in New
South Wales a Roman
Catholic diocese has joined
the NSW Ecumenical
Council. The Roman
Catholic Diocese of
Parramatta was formally
admitted into the council
on 2 June.

Research group O'Keefe,
Panas 8t Partners have
announced a compre­
hensive survey into the
allegiances of Australians
to religious groups. The
1990 National Giving
Trends Survey gives
groups detailed Informa­
tion on who gave what to
their organisation and
why. Their su rvey I ast y e ar
revealed thatthe average
donor Is over 25, profes­
sional, more likely to be
female and a resident of
Western Australia or
Queensland.

The world's largest weekly
Anglican healing service,
based at St Andrew's Ca­
thedral, Sydney, celebrated
its 30th anniversary on 3
October.Thefounder of the
healing ministry, Canon Jim
Glennon, preached at the
anniversary service.

Crosses, statues and other
religious objects are now
banned from prisoners'
cellsinNSW,followlngthe
Introduction of stringent
prison regulations by the
State Government In
September. The new list
of approved cell property
allows one Bible In maxi­
mum security cells, and a
Bible plus one other reli­
gious book In the cells of
lower security prisoners.

Prison chaplains have met
with the Correctional
Services Minister, Michael
Yabsley, to express con­
cern at the ban.

A proposal that the Baptist
Union of Victoria rejoin the
Victorian Council of
Churches was to be consid­
ered at the church's annual
state assembly 15-17 Oc­
tober. Victorian Baptists
participated in the found­
ing of the VCC in 1892, but
the church withdrew in
1974 because of "serious
potential division within our
union which far outweighs
any possible advantage".

During a recent 5-day
crusade In Long Island,
New York, Billy Graham
set four consecutive sta­
dium records.Thecrusade
also realised one of the
highest percentage re­
sponses of any of his cam­
paigns held In America.
Crowds averaged 19,740
per night. An average of
1,740 came forward to
commit their lives to
Christ.

Pastor Steve Ripley, of the
Deaf Bible Fellowship
Church, in Sydney, Austral­
ia's first deaf missionary to
go overseas, has arrived in
Mexico, where he will work
among the deaf.

A Baptist congregation In
the city of Kobrin, south­
west of Moscow, was al­
lowed to demolish an
abandoned Soviet army
barracks and use the
bricks for a new church
building. "Thank God
there Is disarmament,"
said the pastor. "Now
churches are being built
from materials which
were previously used for
war."

There are 189 Baptist Un­
ion Churches in Victoria,
with 16,000 baptised
members. In the last census
39,784 Victorians said they
were Baptists.

The new State Director of
ITIM (SA) from January
1991 will be Ruth Prescott.
Currently Mrs Prescott Is
South Australian State
Manager of the Com­
monwealth Department 
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of Community Services
and Health. She Is mar­
ried to Justice Kelvyn
Prescott and they are very
involved in St Stephen's
Lutheran Church In Ad­
elaide.

Song Tianying, eldest
daughter of Chinese evan­
gelist John Sung (Song
Shangjie) (see "Happen­
ings" "AC" 6 October), has
been released after being
held for more than a month
in police custody in
Zhangzhou, Fujian. Miss
Song, who is in her seven­
ties, had been arrested while
holding training courses for
house-church Christians.
Authorities in the area are
now forcing other house­
church Christians to attend
political study sessions.

2000 marched In the
"KingsCrossJesus March"
through Sydney on 1 Oc-
toberto launch "Southern
Cross Crusade 2000 AD",
a ten-year crusade or­
ganised by the Festival of
Light.

President Mikail Gorbachev
has ordered an immediate
investigation into the mur­
der of Fr Alexander Men, a
prominent Russian Ortho­
dox priest and a founder
member of the Bible Soci­
ety of the Soviet Union, who
was killed with an axe on
his way to church. The Bi­
ble Society in the USSR was
founded only last January,
with 20 members from
Orthodox, Lutheran,
Catholic, Baptist, Adventist
and Pentecostal churches.

The Soviet Union has
passed legislation ending
the policy of atheist edu­
cation and state control
of religious Institutions.
The law permits schools
to allow organised reli­
gious Instruction In
schools, declares all rell-
glonsequal under the law
and bars the state from
Interfering In religious
affairs.

Dr John Brown, the Uniting
Church's national director
for mission, has called for
an "end of marriage" cer­
emony to set divorced
people free from their feel­
ings of failure and guilt. He 

said services were also
needed to help people cope
with domestic violence and
business failure.

The Mormons have
changed some of their
sacred rituals, eliminating
aspects of secret ceremo­
nies that had been
deemed offensive toother
faiths. They have quietly
dropped atemple practice
In which women pledged
obedience to their hus­
bands, the practice of
women wearing veils and
the portrayal of non­
Mormon clergy as serv­
ants of Satan.

Sun Myung Moon, founder
of the Unification Church,
declared himself the new
world messiah at his "As­
sembly of the World Reli­
gions" a lavish, all-expenses
conference he bankrolled
at the San Francisco Airport
Hyatt Regency.

A study commissioned by
High Adventure Ministries
In the USA found little
difference In the behav­
iour of born-again Chris­
tians before and after
their conversion experi­
ence. Use of Illegal drugs,
driving while Intoxicated
and marital infidelity ac­
tually increased after the
born-again experience.

A detective in Chicago has
been able to have his dog
ordained as a minister. He
sent S3 to the American
Fellowship Church, a mail­
orderreligiousorganisation,
and back came the sup­
posedly legal credentials.
The Rev. Fluffy Walstead
finds the ministry a dog's
life.

A number of church
leaders In New Zealand
say the country has been
"conferenced to death"
and that Christlansshould
stop attending seminars
and go out and start act­
ing on what they have
already learned.

In many Third World
countries children asyoung
as 5 are working for wages
to keep their families from
starvation. The ILO esti­
mates 58 million children
under 16 go to work.
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Lands of the
Unexpected
Keith Farmer interviews Rosalie Rofe

Keith: Rosalie, what are your
impressions of Australian society
and the major changes that have
taken place in Australia in the 28
years that you have been in Papua
New Guinea?

Rosalie: The thing that re­
ally struck me when 1 flew into
Sydney was the lack of space in
which people live. There was a
lot of concrete around and peo­
ple could very well be isolated
inside thoselittleconcrete cells.
As I've been in Australia a little
longer it has been confirmed in
my mind that people like to
keep to themselves a lot, prob­
ably more than they used to.

I've also noticed a preoccu­
pation with being secure fi­
nancially and with the posses­
sion of things. Probably every­
one would say these things
don'tbringhappiness,butthey
still chase them.

Another change is the
amount of choice that there is
available in anything. On the
grocery shelves there are so
many things that you can
choose from that it creates in
people a sense of covetousness
that in some ways makes them
want more than they can really
afford. That's one thing I'm
afraid I might get sucked into.

And I've also noticed the
amount of violence that comes
onto the television screen,
which people probably just take
as being very ordinary these
days and accept quite readily,
but to me it seems to be quite
shocking. I really hope I won't
become so accepting.

The kinds of things that
people do morally I just can't
understand any more. There's
been a big increase in what's
become known by the com­
munity, simply because the
screen shows it to you.

There doesn't seem to me to
be much privacy any more.
Since I've been home I've had
to get insurance for the car etc.
and I worry about how many
computers I'm on. It's a bit
frightening what people might
do with that information if they
ever wanted to.

Keith:That's interesting to me
because 1-think many Australian
people would consider that the
Papua New Guinea society is a
violent society and maybe might

also have an impression, because
of its relatively primitive nature,
of it being an immoral society.

Rosalie: The Papua New
Guineans have guidelines for
their morality and they stick
within them more than we stick
within ours here in Australia.
While Papua New Guinea
seems to be a violent society—
and there is a lot of violence—
in times gone by that violence
was within certain limits. You
are not violent to just anyone.
You can only be violent to cer­
tain people and certain groups.
They've got this thing: "If you
are not a friend you are an en­
emy." There are only those two
classes of people and so it's
right to do bad things to your
enemy, whoever that is. But
their old violent ways were
within certain guidelines that
were set down by their culture.
In Australia it seems that a lot
of violence is very senseless.
Sadly that now seems to be
what is coming in to Papua New
Guinea too, that senseless "we
saw someone do it on video so
we'll do it too" kind of thing.

Keith: But it's coming across
from the Western world.

Rosalie: That's right, and
Papua New Guinea seems to
be the dumping ground for all
that kind of rubbish.

Keith: Can we talk about the
revival that has taken place in the
area Where Churches of Christ have
been working in the grasslands?
What is happening at the moment
and how do you see the revival in
retrospect?

Rosalie: The revival that oc­
curred probably came to its
peak in 1984-86 in different
areas. In many ways it contin­
ues at times when people get
togetherand havemeetings for
different functions. You get that
same sort of excitement and
fervour resurfacing fora while.
I think the thing that has come
out of the revival to us as mis­

sionaries has been the very real
desire for Bible teaching. Peo­
ple really want to know what
God's Word is saying to them.
When the revival occurred
there were so many expressions
and manifestations of the Holy
Spirit working that a lot of
people got carried away with
the surface manifestations
rather than becoming really
aware of what the whole thing
meant: that there is a new re­
lationship to Christ. However
there was that new relationship
in the life of a lot of people and
those people I believe will never
go back. They won't change.
Their experience of God was
real and continues to be real
and so they have a real desire to
leam more of God's Word. We
found that there were a lot of
people who were applying to
go to Bible School. Last year
there were about ninety appli­
cations forabout twenty places.
That has continued unabated
since the revival—people
wanting to know more so that
they can help other people.
There is an evangelistic spirit
that people have gained
through the revival and that
continues.

Keith: So you would see the
results of the revival as being
generally very positive but that
some experiences were not genu­
ine or were counterfeit?

Rosalie: I think there were
counterfeit experiences with
some. In places there were
leaders who were charismatic
types who had their theology
mixed up (if they had any the­
ology at all) and they mixed
old practices and beliefs with
what they said the Holy Spirit
was doing. Because some of
the church members were bib­
lically illiterate, to all intents
and purposes, they just went
along with these leaders and so
there was error in some places.
Most people were concerned 

that there not be error so they
invited others tocome and visit
and see what was going on and
talk to them. The leaders who
were more counterfeit didn't
like intrusion from others.

Keith: As a person brought up
in Australia and having learned
your Bible and theology in Aus­
tralia, did you have to change some
of your ideas when you experienced
what was going on in Papua New
Guinea?

Rosalie: Yes. I guess the
biggest idea I had to change
was that God didn't necessar­
ily fit my traditional Church of
Christ pattern. If he was going
to work, then he would work
not necessarily along the way
that I thought he'd go or that
anyone else thought he would
go. The whole experience
opened up for me the fact that
we have a very great God and
that we need to allow him to
workas he sees fit and not limit
him by our tradition.

Keith: Why is it that in the
church in Australia in recent
decades we have not experienced
revival as in Papua New Guinea?

Rosalie: I think we're orien­
tated towards being in control
and in a revival situation you
don't feel that way because it's
God who is in control and his
control is going to be exercised
differently from ours. As an
expatriate seeing all this going
on in Papua New Guinea I
thought I couldn't do some of
the things that the Papua New
Guinea Christians were doing.
Then I thought, "Why can't I?"
I supposemy thought was, "I'll
look stupid so I can't do that,"
but I believe that kind of think­
ing is wrong. We need to be
open to God to let him use
whatever way he sees fit. I could
also see that the PNG church
was open to allow people to
use the gifts that God had given
to them. During the revival
there were people with words
of knowledge or prophecy,
there were others who had a
realgiftofevangelismand there
were those who could discern
if spirits were true and false,
and they were enabled and al­
lowed by the church to oper­
ate. They would allo w bo th men
and women to exercise the gifts
that God had given them. »♦
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Interview

Keith: So you're not particu­
larly sceptical about gifts of
knowledge or of prophecy under
those sorts of conditions. You ac­
tually b el ieve they were gifts given
by God? You are probably right
about us. We would tend to feel
fairly sceptical about that because
we want to fit God into our pattern.

Rosalie: We don't like to feel
that things are out of control,
and in general we seem to have
a fear of whatever is different.
Different doesn't mean wrong,
it means different.

Keith: What do you think the
Papua New Guinea church could
teach us in Australia about the
essence of Christian faith?

Rosalie: One thing is that
God is interested in everything
we do. Christians in Papua New
Guinea expect that God will
help them and strengthen them
in their everyday life. So when
you go out hunting you ask
God to help you find the pig.
That is a very simple kind of
faith from which we can learn.
God is interested in our daily
activity. In the Papua New
Guinea church God is inter­
ested in whether or not crops
grow and he's the one who
makes the rain fall down and
the sun shine.

Another area that the Papua
New Guinea Church picked up
on was praying for healing.
Papua New Guinea Christians
do not get upset if God doesn't
answer their prayers for heal­
ing but rather believe that God
is sovereign and therefore will
do what is best for the person.

A further thing we can learn
is that we should allow people
to use the gifts that the/ve got
within the framework of the
church. There are a lot of peo­
ple who are very capable within
our churches who the church
needs to recognise as having
certain gifts and to allow to
exercise those gifts.

Visiting
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Morning service 11 am
(03) 428 4844

Keith:Oneofthe thingslnoted,
even in my brief time there, was
the strong sense of community—
"one talk"—which, I gather, is
sometimes even a bit of a problem.
Do you think they could teach us
anything in this area?

Rosalie: Yes, the church, if
its your real "one talk" group,
becomes your family, the peo­
ple you care for. I think this is
what Paul and Jesus were on
about; that God's people are
part of the same family and
they're brothers and sisters.
What one does affects another
one, so you need to be thought­
ful for those brothers and sis­
ters.

Also, the church in Papua
New Guinea has become part
of the community in which it is
located becausemany churches
are in villages where most of
the people are Christians.

In Papua New Guinea you
don't just go off and do your
own thing. That may affect
other people adversely, so you
do what's going to help the
group grow and develop.

Papua New Guineans are
very relationship orientated.
Sometimes it gets to the stage
where we find it very difficult
to communicate that each per­
son must make a personal de­
cision to be a Christian. For
them most decisions are made
by the group.

Keith: There is a very strong
"pay back" system in Papua New
Guinea. Is that a problem in terms
of the Christian life?

Rosalie: 1 think it is. Chris­
tians know that it's wrong to
pay back and they say, "God's
going to pay back eventually.
It's his job to pay back," but
they thinkhe needs abit of help
along the way. In some of our
churches there are groups of
Christians who are at logger­
heads over issues such as land
and that breaks the fellowship
of the church. However, there's
a real concern then on the part
of the surrounding churches to
try to help them restore rela­
tionships. I think its good that
local churches do see a need in
their fellow churches and try to
meet it.

There are certain leaders
within the churches who are
acceptable to everyone. Not 

necessarily just the conference
leaders, it could be other peo­
ple who seem to have a name in
a certain area of work and who
will be accepted by others as
well.

Some of them are people that
God has given spiritual au­
thority to, and that is recog­
nised, not just by their own
group but by others as well.
The spiritual authority of
Manis, who is a Temnung man,
is acknowledged in a wider
circle. It is seen that he is prac­
tising what he preaches and
the ability he has to be a hum­
ble servant brings that author­
ity.

Keith: One of the things that I
couldn't help but notice is the
change of pace. That seemed to me
to be very constructive when it
came to the life of the church be­
cause people weren't looking at
their watches all the time. If there
was something being taught that
they felt was really from God then
they would spend any amount of
time listening and asking ques­
tions.

Rosalie: They are certainly
not time oriented like we are. I
think that's good; they are not
going to die of ulcers. It can be
a frustrating thing when you
first go to Papua New Guinea
that people do not show up to
meetings on time. But it also
gives them time to really think
about issues. They'll never ever
come up with a decision
straight away—the best deci­
sions are made after a lot of
deliberation and a lot of time
has been given for the idea to
simmer. Mind you, sometimes
it can go too long. It can be just
too drawn out, but it does give
time to be more sure that you
are thinking straight.

Keith: And do you feel that in
the long term that would probably
lead to higher quality decisions,
because people feel involved?

Rosalie: It probably would
because generally if people feel
that the decision is theirs they
are more likely to support it.

Keith: At the annual meeting
of the missionaries most of the
missionaries appeared to be in that
frame of reference and dealt with
business more in a Melanesian
way than in a Western way I
found that difficult at first but it 

gradually dawned on me that al­
though it’s more time consuming
it may actually mean that people
make better decisions and own the
decisions more effectively.

Rosalie: Yes, I don't think
we as missionaries realise that
we do it until a new missionary
comes along who is still in the
Western way of thinking.

Keith: Talking about the mis­
sionaries, what is the future of the
white missionary within our work
in PNG?

Rosalie: I think the future of
us as missionaries is more that
we should be used to help the
local church when and where
that help is needed rather than
have a missionary stationed
there all the time. 1 guess the
time will come when visas will
no longer be granted as they
are now and the people who
have been missionaries before
can be used, like Frank Beale is
being used now, to go up and
give some help in certain areas,
in short-term help on specific
issues at the request of the in­
digenous church.

Keith: I feel that Frank Beale's
visit is very important because it
seemed to me that some of the older
leaders whom he had taught were
coming to him and asking him
what he thought of the revival,
almost checking with him to make
sure it was okay.

Rosalie: Yes, that would be
right. With Frank going back
(now that they have lost Aileen
and I've left and Diana's away)
and without those "old timers"
there some of the church lead­
ers are a bit worried that new­
comers are going to do some­
thing a bit different, so they'll
check things out with someone
they feel has credibility. You
have to earn your credibility.

Keith: Frank certainly has
earned his credibility, as have you
and Aileen and Diana. In what
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sort of areas would you think that
the missionaries might still be of
most help?

Rosalie: The indigenous
church will struggle a little in
the area of financial manage­
ment and accountability for the
resources that they have.
They'll struggle with actually
taking responsibility for their
own affairs. It's nice to have
missionaries to lean on.

Keith: They defer so easily to
the missionaries?

Rosalie: Yes, and I think they
need to be almost forced into a
position where they don't do
that. That's hard to do, of
course, and you've got to know
the right time to pull out.

Keith: Rosalie, is it right that
there are now over 6,000 people
who are active members of
Churches of Christ, and there are
many, many more adherents in
Papua New Guinea?

Rosalie: Yes, there are a lot
of adherents, and you keep on
hearing of more. You wonder
where they are coming from.
An accurate membership tally
is hard to come by even though
Conference tries to keep tabs.

Keith: That has been achieved
in 32 years. That's the same size as
the active membership of New
South Wales Churches of Christ.
What is your vision for the future
of the Papua New Guinea Church?
Doyou thinkit is going to continue
to grow?

Rosalie: It will continue to
grow. It will continue to de­
velop its own theology and in
the future it will look different
from what it looks today, sim­
ply because some of the struc­
tures that have developed are
not really suitable for Papua
New Guinea. Already we
(Conference and Mission) are
working on simplifying things.
I am not sure that they will
have the same kind of Confer­
ence structures that we have.
They may have churches in the
same local areas helping each
other on a fairly informal basis.
Things like Bible School train­
ing and sending missionaries
will probably need overall
conference support.

Keith: Thank you Rosalie, it
sounds as if God is going to con­
tinue to do great things in the
"land of the unexpected".
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Wowing Spiritually

Inlow Cam D Know (ZocO's WoDO?

Tr his question is one of-
M ten faced in one's life and
LI experience. When com­

ing to the close of a ministry
and contemplating "where to
from here?" how can oneknow
with full assurance what is
God's will for one's life?
I have found that there are cer­
tain basic factors that I believe
can be applied, not only to this
area but also to all and any
decisions one has to make of
importance.

The points that follow are
not necessarily in any particu­
lar set order of importance but
rather ways that I have found
the Lord has used in my own
experience.

The writer of the Proverbs
lays down some guidelines in
2:1-8. Take note that at the very
beginning there is the little two-
letter word "if". "My son, if
you will accept my word..."
God is willing and he desires to
lead us in the way he wants us

by Ralph Oke
to go, but there are conditions.
"My son, if you will accept my
words...store up my com-
mandments...make your ear to
attend to wisdom...and your
heart reach out for discern­
ment-ask for understanding
...seek...search-then you will
understand reverence of the
Lord, and find the knowledge
of God." (Berkley translation)

Sometimes the very circum­
stances at these times can also
be signposts, to be closely fol­
lowed by seeking the advice of
a trusted and close friend.

Out of my own experience I
add a further factor that for me
is high on the list—a firmly
entrenched conviction that,
even against the normal ra­
tional, the Lord's will has been
clearly revealed.

On at least two particular
occasions there was a sense of
conviction: "This is the way,
walk in it," and even though
quite a passage of time passed.

I knew quite definitely before
negotiations had commenced
that the particular ministry had
become a reality.

There is an old saying that
presents a further considera­
tion: "If in doubt...don't." Paul
when writing to the Philippians
presents a positive meaning to
that quote: "Let the peace of
God keep guard—arbitrate—
in your heart and thoughts in
Chris t Jesus." When that peace
is present then we can be as­
sured that it is God's will for
you.

Though not to be seen as a
signpost—but very impor­
tant—act immediately when
the guidance is given. The issue
can soon become clouded if we
do not take positiveaction. This
is making a step in faith, a
confidence in the guidance you
have received from God.

• Ralph Oke is the minister at the
Elizabeth, SA, church.

Cokpotrick

□
 n a society that has become

saturated with words,
words and more words it is

inevitable that the value of
words as words decrease. The
lawof supplyand demand isas
relevant in the use of words as
in the buying and selling of
products, therefore we should
never be deceived into assum­
ing the value of words lies in
their sheer volume. Blake's
wonderful poem "Tyger!
Tyger! burning bright..." or
Yeats' "The Second Coming"
are each less than 200 words,
yet are remarkable examples of
the concise use of words. Most
of the parables ofjesus are even
briefer, however the instruc­
tion manual for a household
appliance may run into thou­
sands of words.

The most inspiring, enlight­
ening—the most sublime ideas
have always been the most suc­
cinct. "God is love, and who-

word
Hw wort*. UCUUI* or I<cock1 diuncItacU w ulk.
marry wort*.
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ever lives in love, lives in union
with God and God lives in un­
ion with him." What could be
more succinct and yet commu­
nicate so much?

Our society consumes a
massiveamount of information
each day through multiple me-

The Australian Christian

dia sources. We are overfed
with words to a comparable
point of after-dinner lethargy.
Advertising is always produc­
ing new and novel advertise­
ments to compete with an over­
saturated information market.
Compare this with a tribal
culture in which a two-month-
old newspaper is read front and
back by everyone who can read
and read out aloud for the
benefit of those who can't.

When we appreciate the
hunger for information that
exists in such cultures, we can
understand their intense re­
ceptiveness to the Good News
story, and why they hang on
every word. Perhaps this has
contributed to massive Chris­
tian revivals in Melanesia, Af­
rica and South America. The
same dynamics may also ac­
count for hearing with heavy
ears in our own culture.

—Stephen Curkpatrick
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BIRTHS
LEE (FLEET) Carollyn, Mark and
Kirsten are pleased to announce
the safe arrival of Andrew James on
22 August 1990. We thank Cod for
this tiny blessing placed in ourcare.

90TH BIRTHDAY
DRAYTON Dulcie. 2 November
1990. Our love and congratulations
on your 90th birthday. Thank you
for your example and love to all of
us.—The Drayton family.

ENGAGEMENTS

JANKOWSKI—WING-TANGWally
and Nina Jankowski announce with
great joy the engagement of their
daughter, Ella, to Simon, son of
Peter and Margaret Wing-Tang.
May you both continue to grow in
your love for each other as you
mature in Christ Jesus our Lord.

DEATHS

BERLIN (BASSARD) On 23 Sep­
tember 1990. Hope Alison, wife of
Bill (dec.). Loved sister-in-law of
Edith (Berlin), Essie and Syd (dec.)
Currie, Mabel and Frank (dec.)
Bassett, Eleanor and Alan Watson
and dear Auntie of Currie, Reed,
Pedler and Roberts families. Treas­
ured memories. Formerly of Bribie
Island, Qld, Retirement Village.
COPPING Marjorie Jessie. On 25
September! 990,at theNaracoorte
Hospital, the dearly loved wife of
the late Robert James Copping of
Lucindale, SA, and loving and loved
mother of Ruth, Robert and Mark.
Loved mother-in-lawof John Cates
and future mother-in-lawof Karen
Lewis. Aged 61 years. A patient
sufferer at rest. In Cod's tender
loving care.
COPPING MarjorieJessie.The loved
only daughter of thelate Alfred and
Jessie Mabel Shepherd of Balaklava,
SA, and loved sister of Stan (dec.),
Reg and Colin and loved sister-in-
law of Joyce, Betty and Jean, and
loving Aunty of their families. Pre­
cious to us all.
MORRALL Richard Ashley, on 26
September 1990, in his 97th year.
Loving husband of Mabel Nora
(dec.), loving and much-loved fa­
ther of Miriam, Ruth and Irma, fa­
ther-in-law of Janson, Keith and
Alan, grandfather of Ian, Elisabeth
and Heather, Robert (dec.), Paul
and Bruce, Nora, Neil and Ruth,
great-grandfather of 20.

INTERMENT

ROBERTS Rita Ellen, BEM. Friends
and relatives of the late Rita Roberts,
who passed away 24 September
1990, are advised that her ashes
will be interred in the grave of her
late grandparents, Maryand Griffith

Roberts, at the Maldon Cemetery
on Sunday, 28 October 1990, at 3
pm.—Arthur Haskell.

IN MEMORIAM
GEAKE Lil. 22 October 1986. Cher­
ished memories of a wonderful wife,
mother and grandmother. Forever
with the Lord. Loved always till we
meet again. Husband Bob, four
children and 10 grandchildren.

FOR SALE

WONTHACGI One-BR cedar-clad
unit. Lounge, dining, kitchen, large
en suiteand utility area. Set in quiet
retirement village, situated in well-
kept caravan park. Close to hospi­
tal and town centre. Must be seen
to appreciate. $32,000 unfurnished
or $35,000 tastefully furnished.
Phone (052) 55 4304.

WANTED

TABLES AND CHAIRS TheMildura
Church of Christ is in need of kinder
and primary size chairs and tables
to meet the growing attendance at
Adventure Club. Churches with
surplus furniture please contact the
church office (050) 23 1201 or
write to PO Box 2797, Mildura
3502.

TO LET
FRANKSTON 3-BR house with
double carport situated in quiet
court location. Includes semi-en
suite, kitchen-meals, gas heating,
carpets and vertical blinds, pergola
and fernery area, decking and
garden shed. Excellent condition,
close to all facilities. Owners mov­
ing interstate. $170 p.w. Phone
(03) 789 8943.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.

BUILDERS

IAN &L.A. McDONALDCarpenters
and builders. Renovations—kitch-

Kichinond, Vic
101st

Anniversary

28 October 1990
11 am speaker

Iris Lawson
followed by

fellowship lunch
and 7 pm

Yurana Singers 

ens and bathrooms. All jobs large
and small. For free quotes please
ring (03) 557 1257. 41 Somers St,
Bentleigh. _____________ _____

HOLIDAYS
GRAMPIANS Holiday available
beautiful Halls Cap. Accommodates
six. Phone (055) 62 4869.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone(053)566300.

POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

GRADUATION

FRIDAY, 16 NOVEMBER 1990
7.30 PM

BLACKMAN HALL
HAWTHORN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION

442 AUBURN ROAD, HAWTHORN
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P . ....... evening program, snaring a
PPing has two services each meal, study and preparing for
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of its worship. David Moyle is
currently assisting with the
youth work of the church.

The youth meet for a Sunday
evening program, sharing a 

the service to come.
Epping is fortunate in hav­

ing a full range of ages, includ­
ing many babies.

It is fortunate also to have a
number of gifted women who
lead in worship.

There is a focus on small
group ministry, involving up
to 50, a CWF, a Kids Club on
Mondays after school, a play­
group, a craft group, indoor
bowls, and two youth groups
on Friday and Saturday nights.
There is also a "middle years"
group.

The programming is aimed 

at families—there are family
campsand family social nights.

The senior minister is
Stephen Curkpatrick. Married
to Virginia, with three-year-old
twins, he has been three years

at Epping.
After graduating from

the College of the Bible he
served 18 months in Papua
New Guinea and had min­
istries at Salisbury East and

Brighton in SA.
He is a regular and popular

contributor to The Australian
Christian.

David Moyes graduated
from Carlingford last year, and
is the son of Gordon Moyes.

Epping is looking at devel­
oping the worship and fellow­
ship side of church life.

There are renovations to be
made to bring the whole com­
plex under one roof, and the
ministry to the community, to
ethnic groups, especially
Asians, and to singles needs to
be developed.

Sunday, at 9.30 am and 7 pm.
Both are fairly contemporary.
The Sunday School meets at
the same time as the morning
service and follows the "Living
Faith" curriculum.

On the last Sunday of the
month a Living Faith service is
held with the Sunday School.
The Sunday School, of up to 50
pre-school and primary aged
children meets at the church
and at the local kindergarten
down the road.

The evening service has a
large proportion of young peo-
pleand this determines the style 

r~Z3 pping, NSW, is a suburb
Ip on Sydney's north shore,
[ I—i with a high level of pro­
fessional people.
t has experienced a rapid
change in its population from
aged to young upwardly
mobile and Asian profes- I
sional people. There is a
large number of multisto- ‘
rey units, particularly
aroundthechurch.Thearea
is a stable one and caters well
for commuters.

The church is 67 years old
and the building dates from
1923. It has picture-theatre style
seating from that era.

The church has a history of
very strong involvement in
conference, both state and fed­
eral, that continues to this day.

The church also has a history
of planting other churches—
Telopea, Castle Hill—and a
high support for Menai contin­
ues.

There are two ministers,
Stephen Curkpatrick and

David Moyes,and LoisElsmore
works as office secretary,
nommaHy for two days a week.
In 1991 it is hoped to have a
student for youth ministry.

Farewell
by Rohan Waters

I thought I'd write a little poem,
A note to say goodbye,
'Cause for those of you who

didn't know
I'm just about to fly,
This Wednesday, that's the

29th,
1.30 after lunch,
That is when my plane departs;
Be early—miss the crunch.

The supper bill will now be
halved,

The list it could go on,
But I think I've said enough

about
What is left when I am gone.
Instead let's look and gaze

ahead
To what lies down the track;
God has so much that he's kept

in store
For us until I'm back.
For me my trip should be a

treat.
Nay—it will, not should,
'Cause I know for those who

trust the Lord
That all things work for good.

Before I go, I'd like to ask
Of you one small request.

It would mean a lot, and the
value is great,

So what must you invest?
Nothing! Bar a little time,
'Cause when I'm over there,
The thing that I want most from

you
Is a little bit of prayer.

So whilstl may beleaving now,
There's no need to despair.
In six months time I'm back

again
And sitting back down there.

It's time to go—I've said
enough;

But let me make it clear:
That while I might be in the

USA.
A part of me stays here.
This church—it means a lot to

me,
You probably could tell.
But the time has come, for now

at least,
For me to say "farewell .

• Rohan delivered this poem to
the Footscray, Via, church, when
a presentation was made to him
prior to his departure for the USA.

Father-Sea
"In the beginning Cod created
the heavens and the earth. The
earth was without form and void,
and darkness was upon the face
of the deep; and the Spirit of Cod
was moving over the face of the
waters." Genesis 1:1 -2.

"They deliberately ignore this
fact, that by the word of Cod
heavens existed long ago, and
an earth formed out of water and
by means of water, through
which the world that then existed
was deluged with waterand per­
ished. " 2 Peter 3:5-6.

A lonely seagull
Cries overhead
As the breakers rush in
To beat themselves against
The sandy shore line.
White capped children
Of the Father-Sea,
Rushing in,
Carrying their gifts
To lay before the feet
Of the next traveller passing

by.
Debris of long forgotten times
And never discovered lands.

Timbers,
Snapped like twigs at the
Hands of the Father-Sea.
Kelp,
Ripped from the gardens
Hidden miles below the
Ocean depths.

The Sea is alone
Because it is One.
It is not held by the
Land
Or by the sky.

The Father-Sea is old,
Older than all things and
Newer than all things.
It is,
And was,
And always will be.
Its power is
All encompassing.
Without the Sea we die.
It is the Father-Sea.

Let us swim.

—Author not known
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The ICA StoryBirth
The Churches of Christ in

Queensland have benefited
substantially from a concept
pioneered by two brothers from
North Ipswich. Initially the in­
spiration of Ipswich church
treasurer Cyril Coward to cope
with thecosts ofbuildinga new
church at Ipswich during the
1960s, the scheme was later
zealously promoted by his
brother Cliff.

Initial Aims
Now universally, but inad­

equately, identified as Inter
Church Aid, in the past it has
been labelled:

• Interesting Christian Ad­
ventures.

• Increase Church Activities.
• Into Challenging Achieve­

ments.
In reality, however, the name

derived from its first co-oper­
ating churches—Ipswich,
Camp Hill and Annerley.

Encouragement,
Support and Assistance

Two scriptural precepts im­
pelled Cliff Coward's vision.
The first from Galatians 6 in­
volved encouraging the Lord's
people to bear one another's
burdens. The other was exem­
plified in John 6 by the small
boy who gave up his lunch to
the Lord so that others maybe
fed, while he also shared in and
was sustained by his own loan.

The ultimate goal of the vi­
sion was co-operative care and
fellowship, first in a labour of
love and physical involvement,
as individual skills allowed,
and thereafter by prayerful and
financial support.

The ICA emphasis is upon
voluntary, practical association
in a stewardship of labour and
resources. It also depends
heavily upon a covenant to re­
pay any funds advanced as a
commitment above all others.

Beginnings
The interaction between

Ipswich, Camp Hill and
Annerley Churches sought to
deal with what was then a
substantial debt of $20,000
confronting the Annerley
church, which was then in no
position to meet the cost of in­

terest, let alone address the
matter of refunding the princi­
pal.

ICA assumed responsibility
to raise $20,000 by interest-free
loans from members of the co­
operating churches for a two-
year period. The churches
contributed the following
amounts per week:

This generated a subsidising
cash flow of $10,400 per year,
sufficient to discharge the ini­
tial interest-free loans at the end
of two years as promised. A
further appeal then secured
another "base" of $20,000 to
support interest-free loans to
fund commencement of con­
struction of a church building
for Camp Hill.

At the conclusion of the next
two-year term, a further "base"
of $20,000 in supporting loans
was sought for the final two-
year term.

After six years, the Annerley 

and Camp Hill building pro­
grams were completed, debt
free, and Ipswich was able to
distribute$20,000. This was co­
operative brotherhood at its
best.

The scheme not only over­
came the drain on funds en­
trusted to the stewardship of
the Lord's people into the 

commercial banking system
but allowed some $6,000 to be
accumulated back into the ICA
scheme from bank interest
generated by its own deposits.

Funeral Assistance Plan
Encouraged by the evident

beneficial results of the ICA
concept, Cliff Coward reacted
to an idea suggested by a
woman who advised that she
had deposited a sum of money
to cover prospective funeral
costs. She expressed her pref­
erence that as long as the costs
of burial could be met by a 

recipient church fund, that fund
should enjoy the benefits of
access to the funds in the inter­
val.

Thus the "Inter Church Aid
Churches of Christ Funeral
Assistance Plan" was devel­
oped. Once again the aim was
that churches might help
churches to build.

The Churches of Christ in
Queensland Funeral Assistance
Plan continues to thrive today
under the auspices of the
Property Board.

Unique Features
The ICA scheme depends

heavily upon the commitment
and dedication of its adherents
and the benefits of tightly
managing the flow of cash. It
has also enjoyed the support of
Queensland Conference,
whose agency for its oversight
and support is the Property
Board. The honorary treasurer
of the Northside scheme from
its foundation, Lindesay Neil,
also served also as Conference
Treasurer for almost 18 years,
and also accepted added re­
sponsibility to administer the
Western ICA scheme. Until
mid-1990 Lindesay donated
years of free time to the ICA.

Another stalwart and sup­
porter of the Southern scheme
for many years, Jack Gray, who
died this year, gave generously
of his time and self until he
passed the role of Treasurer to
a Southport husband and wife
team, Bill and Yvonne Atkins.

The ICA concept has been
likened to a stream of cash
flowing into a small dam until
an advance for funding of a
project reduces its content,
offset when the recipient com­
mences a replenishing flow on
an agreed instalment basis. It is
the consistent, cumulative,
monthly flow of these funds
that are stored, managed, in­
vested and employed to re­
commence the interest-free
cycle.

Essential for the success of
the ICA schemes is that in­
tending recipients of assistance
must ha ve developed a history
of association before applying
for assistance. This develops a
"credit worthiness" on the one
hand and a balance of funds

First two years Next two years Final two years 1
Annerley 80 50 70
Camp Hill 70 80 50
Ipswich 50 70 80

Total $200 $200 $200
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Pontius Pilate Brought to Trial
by Paul Hodgson

rp1 irst-year students at the
■■ Institute for Contempo-
| rary Church Leadership,
Wollongong, NSW, were re­
cently set an interesting exer-
dsebytheirhomileticslecturer,
Barry McMurtrie.

They were asked to organise
a court case in which Pontius
Pilate was to bebrought to trial.
The task of the court was to
determine if Pilate was "guilty
of the blood of Christ".

A team of three students
worked together as the pros­
ecution and another three as
Pilate's defence.

Other students, as well as
some able assistants from the
congregation at Wollongong,
were asked to research and then

towards the proposed cost of a
future construction program on
the other.

Recipients continue to sub­
scribe after the discharge of
their debt, as their funds allow.
This in turn strengthens avail­
able funds and the earning
potential of the scheme, and
develops a new credit worthi­
ness for the next project. This
process was at one time de­
scribed by Cliff Coward as a
"lay-by loan". A number of
Queensland churches have
participated more than once.
In the event that the content of
the "dam" proves to be less
than an approved project may
need, ICA can make renewed
appeals for short-term financial
support.

Accumulated funds mean a
"buffer" exists to support the
efforts of individual churches
to raise supporting interest-free
loans, to absorb the risk of

to play the roles of key charac­
ters involved in the events
leading to Christ's crucifixion,
and these characters were
called as witnesses by either
the prosecution or defence.

It is important to realise that
the end result was not a play.
No scripts were worked out in
advance, or memorised by the
characters.

Rather, the prosecution and
defence researched the events
and witnesses, from Biblical
and other historical sources,
and the case itself was run as in
an actual court of law, with
questioningand cross-examin­
ing.

Although only initially
planned as a class exercise, the

temporary shortfall in repay­
ment commitments or to un-
derwritetherepaymentofloans
in the event of a sudden, un­
anticipated difficulty.

Progressive
Achievements

By the time of the death of
Cliff Coward and brother Cyril
there were three "area"
schemes in operation, repre-
senting$7m of completed, debt-
free,churchbuildingprograms
concluded during the five to
six years.

Where Now?
At the end of June 1990 the

situation of the ICA was as
shown in the table below.

Of the 29 churches who have
developed credit balances
within the scheme, seven have
plans, in association with the
Property Board, for embarking
upon development projects,

research and ideas that started
to emerge indicated that there
was potential for the court case
to be extremely thought-pro­
voking and that it might have
great spiritual impact.

Thus it was decided to re­
schedule the case for the
morning service at Wollongong
on 26 August. The case took up
essentially the whole service
on that morning, and the con­
gregation was asked to feel a
part by placing themselves in
the role of the jury.

The whole exercise was a tre­
mendous experience for all in­
volved.

The Biblical research and
learning, the deeper apprecia-
tionof the "real life-ness" of the

involving $450,000 of interest-
free funding or working bee
support within the coming
twelve months.

One large congregation is
also seeking a renewed
$100,000 loan towards a SI .2m
project.

Included within the sup­
porting interest-free loans bal­
ance of the three schemes is the
Property Board's contribution
of $127,000, indicating the ex-
tentof itsinvolvement with the
schemes as part of its assigned
oversight of church and wel­
fare properties throughout
Queensland, which are valued
at more than $75m.

• Requests for additional infor­
mation or advice may be directed
to the Organiser, Churches of
Christin Queensland ICA Scheme,
PO Box 469, Kenmore 4069.
Phone (07) 378 1988, fax (07)
878 1268.

characters and events of the
crucifixion and the opportunity
for a wonderful introduction
into the forum of public de­
bating techniques for the stu­
dents (in a somewhat unique
form!) made it all worthwhile.

All present that morning re­
ceived a blessing, but there is
one special story that arose as a
result of the case. Les, a Jewish
businessman, who at one time
considered becoming a rabbi,
was in the congregation for the
very first time that morning.
He had no idea what he'd let
himself in for!

Les felt that he personally
was being blamed for Christ's
undeserved death, and he said
he experienced someofthepain
of Christ's crucifixion as the
case progressed. The only thing
that kept him from walking out
was he thought that would
draw more attention to himself.
In the summation, thepoint was
made that the prosecution had
tried to blame Pilate, the de­
fence had tried to blame the
Jewish leaders, but that the
people who were really "guilty
of the blood of Christ" were all
of us sitting here, all of us who
Jesus died for.

Les felta tremendous release
of burden, and experienced in
a real way, for the first time, the
truth of what Christ's atoning
death accomplished for us all.
Later that afternoon, Les com­
mitted his life to Jesus Christ.
What a great thrill, and all at
the institute are rejoicing (along
with the angels in heaven!).

To see God work so unex­
pectedly through our hard
work was a real privilege—and
what a spur to us to keep
putting the effort into "just
studying". We pray that Les's
faith and commitment will
grow strong. He will no doubt
face some trying times in the
first weeks of his new-found
faith.

• Paul Hodgson is a student at
the Institute for Contemporary
Church Leadership, Wollongong,
NSW.

Scheme
No.

Northside
Western
Southern

13
10

6

96
133
48

220
207
211

177
74
91

438
288
272

100
37
35

11
4
9

Accumulated
Funds
$'000

Loans
Value
$'000

Contributors
No. Value

$'000

2.2
5.6

6

Supporters
No. Value Average

$'000 $'000

—; 74 998 29 277 1 72 638
34Z _______________
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Youth Ministry

Youth Leadership TrannnBErngj
by Larry Galbraith

Y
routh leadership training
is not an optional extra.
It is necessary on two

counts: first, Paul says it is the
job of the church's teachers to
train others: "And his gifts were
that some should be apostles,
some prophets, some evange­
lists, some pastors and teachers,
to equip the saints for the work
of ministry, building up the
body of Christ." (Ephesians
4:11-12)

Second, because the New
Testament demands a body
ministry, with each part doing
its work, it is the job of leaders
to enable members to discover,
develop and deploy their gifts
into ministry. Training enables
this three-fbld process to hap­
pen.

Two things can happen if
others aren't trained and min­
istry is not delegated. The min­
istry will be limited to what
youth leaders can manage (in
my opinion, with the help of a
few other leaders 125 young
peoplecanbereached) or youth
leaders may bum out, thinking
they personally have to meet 

the needs of everyone. Many
good-hearted youth leaders
have bitten the dust this way.
Body ministry demands del­
egation. Responsible delega­
tion means equipping those
you delegate. That is, training
them. It seems so simple and
obvious yet I can hardly find a
church that has regular, struc­
tured, systematic training of its
youth leaders. Rather, what I
tend to see is the "deep-end
ministry training program",
where people with good hearts
are thrown to the wolves in a
study group, a fellowship or a
classroom. Only a few survive.
Those who do are often jaded
and angry by their mid-twen­
ties. The only thing required in
this type of recruiting program
is to answer two questions: Are
you a Christian? Are you
breathing? You're hired!
There's the group. Go to it.
Good luck.

What do you do in a leader­
ship training time? You focus
on three areas of development:
knowledge, skills and charac­
ter. The setting for these three
areas has five characteristics:
inspiration (climate), instruc­

Spiritual
Development of a

Youth

Corresponding
Leadership
Sklll/Knowl-

edge Required

J
Corresponding ;

Leadership
Resource

1. Prebirth

2. Conversion

3. Follow-Up/
Nurture

4. Small Group
Bible Study

5. Youth
Fellowship

6. Discovering,
Developing,
Deploying Gifts

7. Membership of
General
Congregation

tion (content), relationships
(context), networking (co-or­
dination) and worship/prayer
(consecration). I believe the
three focuses in this five-fold
balanced setting will produce
good leadership. But it will take
time. I believe it takes three
years to really train someone,
and that they will not peak in
effectiveness much before the
ageof 23.1 generallyonly invite
people into leadership who are
in year 12 or its equivalent,
unless of course they are ex­
ceptional.

What do you cover in a
training session? This can be
determined in a remarkably
simple fashion. I place three
columns down a page. On the
left I put the heading "Spiritual
Development of a Youth".
Under that I place seven head­
ings with good space between
each. They are: "1. Prebirth",
"2. Conversion", "3. Follow-
Up/Nurture", "4. Small Group
Bible Study", "5. Youth Fel­
lowship", "6. Discovering, De­
veloping, Deploying Gifts", "7.
Membership of General Con­
gregation" . I then fill out points
under each according to the
needs of a young person. In the
centre column I put the head­
ing "Corresponding Leader­
ship Skill/Knowledge Re­
quired". Next to each of the
seven areas I make a list of what
a youth leader would need to
know or be able to do so that a
young person will have their
needs met in that given area.
For example, for conversion, in
the centre column I would write
things like "Know one tract
thoroughly." "Know and re­
hearse your testimony." "Un­
derstand the cost of disciple­
ship." "Knowhowyour church
refers new converts." Then in
the right-hand column I put
the heading "Corresponding
Leadership Resource". Under
this, next to each relevant area
I write down all the resources
that I know are the best of their
kind to equip leaders to per­
form the ministry to enable the
growth. Alwaysaskothersand
keep adding to your list. The 

leadership team then system­
atically works through these
according to immediate need
in the ministry and in the lead­
ers. It also pays close and regu­
lar attention to leadership
characteristics, in order to en­
sure that character is covered
as well as skill and knowledge.

When do you meet as a
ministry training time? Thebest
time is simply whenever most
leaders are available. You might
opt for midweek or leadership
retreats or Saturday workshops
or even breakfasts. It doesn't
matter when, what matters is
that you do it!

Quality ministry means
quality leadership and quality
leadership is trained leader­
ship. This won't happen by it­
self. The senior youth leader or
the youth minister or the min­
ister must make it happen. It is
their responsibility. It must
become a priority. Diaries must
bemarked. Schedules willneed
a change. I believe it ought to
be the first priority, and your
timetable ought to reflect that.
Youth leadership training is not
an optional extra, it is the key to
youth ministry.

• Larry Galbraith is youth minister
attheWollongong, NSW, church.

Edited by Andrew Ball, Field
Director of the Vic-Tas Depart-
mentofMission, Education and
Development and the Federal
Board of Christian Education.
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• Gregory White, Kalgoorlle, WA
•Mrs Freda Coudie, Bill McKinnon,
Springvale, Vic “Mrs Martha
Niebling, Mrs Esme Cresswell, East
Ipswich, Qld ’Muriel Leckie,
Kenmore, Qld ’Lucy Clarke,
Clayton Oliver, Carnarvon, WA
•Edna Denmead, La Trobe Ter­
race, Geelong, Vic ’Christopher
Grant, Belconnen, ACT •Arthur
Mansell, Gladys Ellis, Bob Cray,
Mildura, Vic Norm Berlin, Alex
Schumann, Marburg-Lowood,
Qld

Northcote
Church of Christ
87th Anniversary

28 October

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open

Christian Fellowship Assodalion

Victoria

Annual Noting
Notice Io subscribers and agents

Tuesday, 27 November
Surrey Hills Church of Christ

1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills
Commencing with dinner

at 6.30 pm
Guest speaker. Des Purnell

RSVP to Vai Bush
on (03) 662 1411 Women in Action

You are invited to attend a

Women's Dinner
At Nunawading Church of Christ

182 Surrey Road, Blackburn
Friday, 26 October 1990

7 pm
Cost $8

Speaker—Marjorie Brough (Psychologist)
"When You Listen, Do You Hear?"

All Welcome
Bookings with Lois Smith, Convener, CWF Resource

Development Committee (03) 848 1872

Dandenong Church of Christ
Official opening of the new complex

at 139-151 David St, Dandenong
4 November 1990

at 2.30 pm

Belmont Church of Christ
celebrates its

50th Anniversary
on Sunday, 18 November 1990

Past members and friends are invited to
Worship 10 am 7 pm
“Creating the Vision”

Guest speaker: Dr David Millikan
Fellowship Luncheon

Enquiries: Shirley Clymer (052) 43 6219
Roslyn Road, Belmont 3216 RSVP 3 November

Arnold Troon Photographer
For all photography
Phone (03) 898 6009 X

10.30 am: Brian White,
Conf. Pres.

Lunch
2,30 pm: Musical and

Overseas Visit Program
(including Oberammergau)
with Les and Vere Stewart

w
All Returns

Personalised Taxa­
tion and Accounting

B.A. White
Public Accountant

Registered Tax
Agent

(03) 795 4095

We would like to share this occasion with you
All welcome

For information contact
Shirley Briggs or Vicki Foster
(03) 795 4906 (03) 791 7640

Christian View

Atroon
//^ Perspectives
Arnold Troon Phntnnrankor

Taking Your Turn
Kim Thoday takes his turn to drive a van to deliver
food and household goods to Increasing numbers of
people In poverty. The van purchase took $1,200
from funds for team salaries. Gifts are needed to
replenish the funds.

Department of Mission, Education and
Development

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000

g)0ss0[?O@s[ia0[p
•Sue Smith, Stuart Ball, Kalgoorlle,
WA ’Mrs Julie Vaughan,
Springvale, Vic ’Stacey Kirwood,
La Trobe Terrace, Geelong, Vic
• Paul Meleng, Wembley, WA
•Rachel Johnson, Sharyn Brodie,
Launceston, Tas »Undy Beattie,
Karen Ung, Justin Anderson, Nathan
Anderson, Michael Corrie, Ben
Corrie, Maree Hawtin, Sheridan
Marr, Mildura, Vic

• Dayle McKay to Philip Kinney,
Kalgoorlle, WA ’Amanda Read to
Mark O'Leskin, Springvale, Vic
•Angela Muller to Russell McEwan,
East Ipswich, Qld

South Eastern Suburban Regional
Church: Secretary—Mrs Dorothy
Goodman, 18 Bent St, Caulfield
South, Vic 3162. Phone (03) 578
6046.



Obituaries

Obituaries are limited to 100
words.

Broad, Alice Lilian
10.6.90 Born Rochester 1908,
fourth of 10 children of C. & F.
Ham, Moama. Church and faith
important from a young age. Alice
and husband John met through
church. Married from 1935 to
John's accidental death in 1977.
Mother four children: Mavis,
Gladys, Mervyn and Beryi. Alice
was a member of the Pyramid Hill
church for many years. She was a
loving mother and grandmother
who cared dearly that the family
would grow and develop in faith
and life. Alice worked quietly in the
background, a quiet achiever in
many areas of home and commu­
nitylife, particularly her work in the
church.

—Paul Hammat

Gray, Robert
(8.9.90) Robert (Bob) Gray died
aged 74 years. Born in Ireland, Bob
came to Australia at the age of 9,
settling in Irymple, where his father
became a labourer. Bob also be­
came a labourer. He joined the
RAAF in WW II and saw service in
the Pacific. After the war he married
and settled in Mildura. In 1950 he
took up a fruit block in the Red Cliffs
area and became an active mem­
ber with the Red Cliffs church. On
retirement, he moved back to
Mildura. He was a regular hospital
visitor and a tireless worker on
church projects and maintenance.

—DEB

Leckie, Muriel Elsie
(19.9.90) Muriel Leckie (nee
Cedergreen) was born in
Bundaberg. Travelling to Mel­
bourne by ship, she studied at COB
1935-37. She trained as a nursing
sister at the Melbourne Children's
Hospital. Following her marriage
to Jack in Brisbane in 1948 the

Leckies moved to Bundaberg, then
to Brisbane in 1971. In 1978-79
she served as President of Queens­
land CWF. Following jack's death
Muriel involved herself in hospital
visitation. During her own hospi­
talisation she remained cheerful and
positive, ministering to those who
visited her! She is survived by her
brotherGeorgeand twodaughters
Margaret (Kelly) and Heather
(Pitty). —John Godby

Mansell, Arthur
(26.7.90) After almost 69 years of
continuous membership at the
Mildura church, Arthur Robert
Mansell died aged 84 years. He was
baptised 18.9.21 in the church that
his grandfather, Reuben, founded.
Arthur became an active leader in
the church and over the years he
held many positions—Sunday
school teacherand superintendent,
boys club leader, secretary, treas­
urer, deacon, board chairman and
elder. During 46 years of marriage
he and his wife Dorothy gave much
commitment to the life and minis­
try of the church. The church was
packed for the service of celebra­
tion for the life of Arthur Mansell.

—DEB

Peeler, Mary Ellen (Meg)
Mary Ellen Wilkinson of Ballarat
married William Charles Peeler in
1934. Reservoir church often ben­
efited from family movies shown in
the picture theatre of their Leam­
ington Sthome. Megand Bill made
200 toys to give local children in
wartime Christmas 1942. Meg
nursed her mother and Bill's father
athome until theirdeathsat96and
81 respectively. Her beloved sister
Emily enabled Meg to speak again
after a series of strokes in 1971.
Since her husband's death in 1974
her home had been with her son
Bill, daughter-in-law Eleanor and
family in Harkaway.

—Peter Holt
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HOWRAH (John Morrow) Allan
Blyth, from Albury, has accepted
invitation to minister from 1991 ...
John Morrowleaving forNollamara,
WA, after ministry of 14 years with
Hobart and Howrah churches ...
Over 200 attended combined Girls'
and Boys' Brigades parade featur­
ing "Endless Praise"... Bring a Friend
initiative resulted in 25 attending
... 3 YP baptised ... "Encounter"
leaflet distribution to 150 homes
has had some response.
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, D.
Tobler, C. Spaulding) "Faith
Promise" offering program
launched 23 Sept ... "Mingles"
conducted evening service... CWAF
appointed Coral Heier president St
Betty Masters secretary ... Darryl
Tobler & Craig Spaulding inducted
into ministry team ... 230 present
at pm service 7 Oct when singers
"Endless Praise" led program—one
decision ... Peggy Seadon's hus­
band Leo passed away suddenly.

@0(3
EAST IPSWICH (Norm Flett) Faith
Promise Missionary Weekend en­
couraged church to support a
"Living Link" ... Children's Church
organised Mother's & Father's Day
breakfasts, their anniversary, con­
ducted various church services.

Now fundraising for missions ...
Combined church choirs prepared
professionally made musical cas­
sette & this is on sale... New youth
pastor, Greg Bruggerman, starting
in 1991 ... Parking area being
planned for 40 cars ... New video
library very popular.
KENMORE (J. Adermann, G.
Spangenberg) Positive atmos­
phere under the leadership of stu­
dent ministers John Adermann
(going to Paddington, NSW, in
1991) & Grant Spangenberg, who
has accepted the invitation to stay
at Kenmore for five years ... Child
dedication services for Samuel
Runge & Rachael, Timothy &
Thomas Adermann ... Sunday
evening small-group program
running smoothly as is Tuesday
night Bible study ... Church sad­
dened by loss of Muriel Leckie.
PINE RIVERS (Neale Proellocks,
Ian Todd) Bird watching, tennis,
golf & photographic clubs good
outreach ... Series on stewardship
led by Jim Deutchmann ... AGM
held over weekend 6-7 Oct ...
Dedication service for all who serve
... Busy time with State and Federal
Conferencecommitments...Ladies
AGM 18 Oct... Youth service Sun­
day evening 7 Oct. well attended.
Theme: "NoCompromise". Dianne
Todd speaker.
MARBURG-LOWOOD (Ian
Richer) Minister concluding 5 

Sack, Hilda Jane (Jenny)
2.10.90 Jane Dean was born in
1908. Much of her childhood was
spent in the timber country of
Pemberton,WA. She worked as a
dental nurse in her brother's prac­
tice in Bunbury. In 1939 she mar­
ried Reg Sack. Reg enlisted in the
RAAF. After thewartheyministered
at Bassendean, Collie, Broken Hill,
Enfield, Morawa and Mandurah.
Many are thankful for their help
and fellowship. Because of Jenny's
ill-health, they retired to "Carinya".
There, in spite of Reg's death in
1982 and many periods of illness,
she kept her faith in the Lord.
Christian hymns were a source of
spiritual strength.

—Roger Ryall

Symes, Sydney Roy
23.9.90 A grandson of Harcourt
church founders, Syd Symes was
baptised there as a youth and
maintained that commitment. He
met Beat at the Gardenvale church
and married her in 1941. They had
two daughters, Anne and Gail, and
five grandchildren. From 1950 Syd
was a leading orchardist at
Pakenham. For 25 years he served

the Berwick church as deacon, sec­
retary, treasurer and SS superin­
tendent. Retiring to Ocean Grove
in 1975 he and Beat were pioneers
of the church there. They returned
to Pakenham and the Berwick
church in 1986. Syd loved his Lord,
served his church and helped his
community.

—GRS

Torney, Vera
(12.8.90) Vera Watson was born
85 years ago. The church was a
significant part of her life—child at
Merbein, where baptised as a teen­
ager and married Wai Torney Sep­
tember 1930. Moved to Red Cliffs,
where Kevin, Trevor and Ian were
born, followed by moves to
Backburn and Flinders, attending
Red Hill church and, from 1970,
Frankston. SonsTrevorand Ian and
husband predeceased her. Over the
years she was organist, Sunday
school teacher, attended CWF,
knitted for Community Care, held
Bible study in her home ("Vera's
Bible Stud/'), prepared stamps for
Overseas Mission, generous and
faithful to Cod, influencing many.

—Pam Bowers
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years—3-year extension... Inwood
attendances up ... Marburg caring
for families in crisis... Polly Richer &
helpers conduct "Hey! Hey! It's
Friday"—60 on roll ... Bible study
groups growing ... Population
growth in area—opportunities.
Changes in worship St activities...
Shiloh Aged Care Rest Home 6 new
units (doubling number)... Com­
bined activities with Ma Ma Creek
8t Catton ... Large school class RE.

w

KALGOORLIE (L.D. Gibb) Home
groups are well established, cur­
rently studying Spiritual Warfare...
Andrew Kinney, Garden City School
of Ministries, Brisbane, doing su­
pervised field education with us...
40 attended women's ministry
breakfast, where they received new
"Heart Sister" ... Men's ministry
introduced "Barnabas Brothers",
based on success of the Heart Sis­
ters ... Sunday School picnic re­
enacted the "Great Kanowna Gold
Rush". Plenty of fun & red dirt.
CARNARVON (Donald Bone)
Families met at river pool for picnic
... Cooyou family suffered loss of all
possessions in house fire ... CWF
enjoyed "Spring in the Garden"
evening. PatMoorewasdevotional
speaker... Ray and Peggy Schmitt
spent some weeks in town on
Aboriginal outreach ... Dave Jaeger
welcomed into fellowship... Bruce
Bone announced engagement to
Lisa Novosel at 21st birthday.
WEMBLEY (John Timms) Two
special services held: One for Play­
group and Discoverers' Club fami­
lies with Kit Bergin taking part with
his puppets, the other for First
Wembley Girl Guides and Brown­
ies ... Mobile Mission Maintenance
team completed their work on
church extensions ... Film, "The
Man Called Norman", screened.

W

SPRINGVALE (P. Lyne) Reverted to
one morning service at 10.10 am in
July. 130 present at first such serv­
ice ... Brenda Wilson & Mark
Hunting engaged ... Church sad­
dened by death of long-time
members Bill McKinnon & Freda
Goudie ... Five members touring
Oberammergau & Israel... $15,000
for 1989-90 mission target paid
out... Confession by Vicki Elgaznieks
... Excellent speakers from WEC,
OMS, AEF, Interserve, HCJB & FAB
at 1990 mission focus.
GISBORNE (Ray Smith) New
constitution has been overwhelm­
ingly endorsed. It includes open-
ended pastoral & eldership terms
and deacons managing "portfo­

lios ... Church experiencing rapid
growth since the opening of new
building. 80 people (including
children) have commenced at-
tending church this year... Church
is involved with Milton Oliver in
initiatives being taken to plant a
new congregation in Sunbury in
1991.
GARDINER (Paul Creasey) Church
anniversary with Harold Steele
speaker ...Friendship Club enjoyed
visit of Mrs Abbott, who showed
slides of Russia... Church welcomes
twin daughters for Peter & Joyce
Fleming ... Tony Fleming baptised 

& welcomed into fellowship ...
Hodos commenced in church hall
... Church welcomed Millie & Cliff
Taylor to service recently ...
Wednesday Bible study enjoyed
series on Lord's Supper given by
Jonothan Moore.
LA TROBE TERR, GEELONG (C.J.
MacKenzie) Guest speakers during
minister's holidays Alf White,
Graham Van Cootten & Allen Carr
... Sceney family transferred from
East Geelong ... Brett & Gaylene
Lawrence farewelled prior to mov­
ing to Adelaide... Church saddened
atpassing of Mrs Denmead... David

McGregor participated in Bibles for
India bike ride ... Young girl made
confession of faith at family service
... Allen & Ruth Carr attended Fed.
Conf.
MILDURA (David Ratten, Doug
Clark) Recent special input in­
cludes: Trevor Giles, Community
Care; 5 reps from CCTC, Mulgrave;
Brian/Joan White, parenting semi-
nar;Tony Campolo film series... 23
at "New Attenders" dinner... John
Bond is coming for a 9-day crusade
in October ... Upgraded worship
facilities working well ... 8 young
people baptised in recent weeks.

is involved in education
in countries overseas.
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• Philippians 2:1-4

Exhortation to
(Unity, [Low and]

jymility
I aving greeted the church (1:1-11),

I—| given a summary of the state of
LI ■ the gospel in Rome (1:12-17) and
explained something of his own situation
and hopes (1:18-26) Paul gave some prac­
tical advice on the manner and purpose of
the Christian life (1:27-30). Now he begins
to expound various aspects of Christian
faith and practice (2:1—4).

The "therefore" of 2:1 connects with 1:27
making 1:28-30 a digression. The main
element of citizenship (1:27) is brave
standing for the gospel in a spirit of con­
cord. The exhortation opens in the form of
an adjuration, which Paul expects to be
kept: "If you have any...then make my joy
complete." He is very earnest about this
unity because of the internal dissensions
he sees in the church, as can be gathered
from a number of verses (1:14, 4:2,5,7).

Paul appeals to the Philippians' Christian
experience through clauses starting with
"if". The rapid succession and variety of
the appeals is very forceful. The appeal is
on four grounds. The first and third set out
objective principles of Christian life, the
second and fourth subjective principles.
The appeal is to Christian experience, not
to what was demanded by the readers'
personal relationship to Paul. Hence its
value for us today.

The first appeal talks of "encourage­
ment". The word translated encourage­
ment here means "to call to one's side" for
help. Hence, counsel that brings comfort.
The source of this is Christ.

The second speaks of "persuasion". This
is the only use of this word in the New
Testament and refers to a friendly, mild
persuasion. Paul means, therefore, "if love 

has any persuasive power to move you to
concord".

The third is an interesting appeal. The
"Spirit" referred to here is the Holy Spirit
and the grammar indicates that it should
be read "fellowship with the Spirit". It is
not the fellowship that the Spirit imparts,
which would be grammatical but contrary
to New Testament usage, but fellowship
with the Spirit himself.

The fourth appeal draws on Paul's
knowledge of the Greek understanding of
the emotions and their relationship to the
human body. The word for the human
viscera (splanchna) is used here. Meta­
phorically it refers to the heart, the affec­
tions, the seat of compassionate emotions:
hence "tender mercies" that issue from the
heart (see Philippians 1:8 and compare
Philemon 7, 12, 20). Paul also refers to
compassions that are the emotions them­
selves.

In 2:2 comes the plea for unity, the ful­
filment of which will complete Paul's joy.
Joy is regarded as a measure to be filled
(compare John 3:29,15:11,17:13, 2 Corin­
thians 10:6). Paul stresses the ways that
this may be effected. They are to "be of the
same mind". This more general expression
is defined by the following two clauses:
mutual love, and the one love of God in all
with harmony of soul cherishing the one
sentiment.

The same expectation to concord is now
put negatively (verses 3-4) showing what
is excluded. First, factiousness and self-
glorification (verse 3), the objects of which
are vain and fleshly and in stark contrast to
the state of mind that seeks the true glory
of God. Rather, one should be humble.

Secondly, it excludes self-interest (verse
4). Instead the interests of others are to be
preferred and preserved. Humility is urged
because it is necessary to unity. For the
supreme example and illustration of this
virtue, the readers are now presented to
Jesus.

—Dennis Nutt
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I'm sorry, the minister can't come
right now. He's out wallowing In
the gutter.
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All people smile in the same
language.

Golfer: Are you my caddie?
Caddie: Yes.
Golfer: What are you like atfinding lost balls?
Caddie: Very good.
Golfer: Well, find me one so I can start
playing!

★★★★★
"I saw you the other day looking at some old
false teeth. Why were you doing that?"
"Well, I was choosing the sort of false teeth
I would like to have when I get mine."
"Oh dear, don't you know it's bad manners
to pick your teeth in public?"

AAAAA
When a preacher challenged the congrega­
tion to stand if any of them considered
themselves perfect, one of his parishioners
rise to his feet. "I'm not perfect myself," said
the man, "I'm just standing in for my wife's
first husband."

AAAAA
A tactful teacher sent this note home to all
parents: "If you promise not to believe eve­
rything your child says happens at school, I'll
promise not to believe everything I hear
happens at home."

AAAAA
Three-quarters of the earth's surface is wa­
ter. It's obvious therefore that the good Lord
intended that we spend three times as much
time fishing as ploughing.

AAAAA
Two cowboys met. "My name's Tex," said
one.
You from Texas?" asked the other.
"Nope, from Louisiana, but what cowboy
wants to be called Louise?"

AAAAA
Two mind-readers met in the street. "You're
fine," said one, "How am I?"
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