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Amidst the public euphoria at German
reunification, many German Christians are
struggling to come to terms with the
changes it will bring, reports a recent visitor
to Berlin.

Jean Skuse, National Co-ordinator for
the World Council of Churches Assembly
to be held in Canberra next year, visited
Berlin on the eve of reunification.

Ms Skuse met with numerous church
leaders and members, who shared their

Germany.
The post-war division of Germany was

followed by the division of the German
Protestant Church in 1969.

In the Federal Republic (FRG or West
Germany) theEvangelical Church had over
25 million members and received a per­
centage of each citizen's taxes.

This linked church and state and con­
tributed to the wealth and influence of the
former.

In East Germany (the former GDR) the
Evangelical Church was strongly based in
the local parishes and remained much
smaller (with some 7 million members)
than its Western counterpart.

It struggled to find a role in a socialist
society and to carry on its work with meagre
resources.

Some church leaders from the East told
Ms Skuse they fear that their church will
effectively be "taken over" by the larger
and wealthier FRG Church.

They think this could compromise their
church's independence from the state and
its strength at parish level.

Another concern is the rise in unem­
ployment in the former GDR at a time
when East Germans are exposed to un­
precedented wealth and materialism from
the West. The gap between reality and
aspirations is thus likely to widen, and
poverty will be even starker.

Despite theseunderlying concerns, Jean
Skuse said it was "tremendously exciting"
to be in Berlin at this crucial time. "It was
hard to believe that you could go across
the Brandenburg Gate without obstruc­
tion," she added.

The World Council of Churches As­
sembly, to be held in Australia in February
1991, will be thelast Assembly attended by
two separate German delegations. Some
30 delegates from the FRG and IS from the
GDR will join an estimated 4,000 partici­
pants from all over the world.
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Soviet Baptist churches report a grow­
ing response to the Gospel and rising
numbers of baptisms in many local
churches amid the rapidly deteriorating
conditions in the country.

According to Alexander Firisiuk, re­
cently elected secretary of the Union of
Evangelical Christians-Baptists, the aver­
age numberof baptisms among the Baptist
churches of the USSR is likely to be twice
the number of previous years.

He said, "In my former home church of
Minsk, where for many years we only had
about 30 baptised, already this year the
church has baptised 90 converts with an­
other 50 awaiting baptism."

Moscow, Leningrad and many smaller
churches have reported more converts and
baptisms in response to local evangelistic
meetings, crusades by such international
preachers as Billy Graham and Luis Palau,
and the stepping-up of Christian literature
work, Bible distribution and the use of
video.

However, church growth and church
planting by the Soviet Baptists is being
adversely affected by the failure, despite
promises, of the government to assign
property for a seminary and churches,
while in some areas churches have been
weakened by loss of members after ethnic
upheavals and the migration of German­
speaking Baptists, especially in central
Asia, to West Germany. In Byelorussia up
to 70% of the population is still suffering
from the after-effects from Chernobyl.

Rev. Dr Alexei Bychkov, former general
secretary of the Soviet Baptists says the
new freedom to evangelise and undertake
"deeds of love and mercy in hospitals,
orphanages andhomesfor senior citizens",
and the new basis for church-state rela­
tions, now meant unprecedented possi­
bilities.

A recent meeting between Baptist lead­
ers and student historians of the Moscow
Institute was typical in revealing great
interest in the Christian faith, much mis­
understanding to be overcome and the
desire of young people "to co-operate in
healing the wounds of Soviet society".

The most significant development for
Soviet Christians today is that now the
Holy Bible can reach the hands of each
person. Rev. Vasily Logvinenko, Baptist
Superintendent for the Russian Republic,
recently wrote, "We have received hun­
dreds of thousands of Bibles and Christian
books from abroad".

—Brian Cooper
Reprinted from Christian Week,

12 October 1990J
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Ranjlnl Rebera and Lilias Wheat sort through just a few of
the 700-odd patches that have arrived to date

Two years ago a group of 50
came together to consider
decorating the 7th Assembly
of the World Council of
Churches.

Melburnians Margaret
Gambold, Susan Daily and
Coralie Ling came up with one
possible option: a giant patch­
work wall-hanging, to form a
backdrop in the plenary hall.

With three months left to the
beginning of the Assembly, that
option has become a reality.
Groups and individuals from
across Australia have created a
kaleidoscope of colour and
texture. Over 800 "patches" of
the targeted 1,000 are now
complete.Over700had poured
into the Canberra Assembly
office by the end of September.

The theme for each patch is
that of the Assembly: "Come
Holy Spirit, Renew the Whole
Creation". One theme; over 800
different expressions. No two
patches are identical; no two
similar in texture or imagery.

The colours and textures of
the Australian desert, our
rainforests, our waters, the vi­
brant colours of our birds, our
flora and our fauna, are all
represented in the patches.
When the 1,000-piece
multipatch wall-hanging is fi­
nally erected in the National
Convention Centre in Febru­
ary, it will be a fitting tribute to
the creative genius of the
women, men and children who
sit in the pews of Australian 

churches. Each piece of work is
unique.

Many would love to see this
wealth of creativity captured
and preserved as a part of our
national heritage. At the close
of the Assembly the patches
will not be piled into a musty
room and locked away for
posterity. Instead they will be
untied. Each delegate will be
given a patch to take back to
their home church. When it is
received in its new home, the
little pocket at the back of the
patch will be opened. The
written message from the
patch's creators will be read.
Hopefully, it will create the first
link between two distant
groups of people. Through the
link, some of the impact of the
7th Assembly may continue
into the future.

—Ranjini Rebera
Reprinted from Journey, the

magazine of the Uniting
Church in NSW, Qld and

Northern Synods.

Corrections
In the 20 October issue we

had a feature story on the ICA
scheme in Queensland. To­
wards the end of the article
under the heading "Progres­
sive Achievements" the word­
ing of the paragraph could be
read to imply that Cyril Cow­
ard had died. Cyril is still very
much alive and we wish to

A Pairty On the UVOonntains

Turning the sod for the new manse

16 September was a day of
excitement for the Upper Blue
Mountains, NSW, church.

Children arrived at church
with party whistles, party hats
and pig's noses. Their big mo­
ment was to come during the
special thanksgiving and fare­
well service for Judy Gordon
as they enacted the parable of
the prodigal son. The party
didn't only occur during the
play, the real one was still to
come when 50 shared in the
luncheon that followed the
service.

The service was in two sec­
tions, the first was a time of
communion and thanksgiving
for what God has done and is
doing in the mountains. Judy
preached on the parable that
the children had portrayed, 

apologise for the implication
that he is deceased.

In the report of the death of
Bob Peaker in the 6 October
issue we mentioned that Mark
Emerson is the chief pilot in
Papua New Guinea for MAF.
The story said that Mark's home
church was the Swanston St,
Melbourne, church. This is in­
correct. Mark's home church is
Ringwood, Vic.

centring thoughts on the fa­
ther's love. The second part of
the service was a very special
timetothankand farewell Judy
for the 18 months of hard work
shehadputinonbehalfofDCD
to get the Upper Blue Moun­
tains church functioning and
moving confidently into the
90s. It also included a special
prayer of commissioning as the
church sent Judy forth to con­
tinue the work of God's king­
dom at Castle Hill.

After the service everybody
moved to the rear of the church
property where Judy Gordon
(representing DCD), George
Arundell (who was given the
vision for a church at Ka-
toomba) and Frank Clarke
(representing the Wentworth
Falls congregation who spon­
sored the vision, with both
churches now joined to form
the Upper Blue Mountains
church) turned the first sod for
the new manse to be built in
preparation for Doug Fitz­
patrick and family who com­
mence their full-time ministry
in February 1991.

The day was rich with
laughter as all shared together
to celebrate God's growing
kingdom on the mountain.

—Clinton Wardle
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Spring ugh fthe
MuODs ~

The first signs of spring sur­
rounded 83 ladies for their
weekend CWF camp at Camp
Waterman, Monbulk, Vic.
Their theme was "This Is the
Day..."

Phyl Davis shared in three
studies: "This is the day to share
God", "This is the day to grow"
and 'This is the day to show".

Lois Smith led a discussion
on changes in society affecting
women and various forms of
relaxation, dance exercise and
meditation.

Entertainment came from the
"Tiny Trio" (Rebecca,
Katherine and Laura—Helen
Hall's grandchildren) per­
formingdanceroutines and the
"Tirriki Trio" (Julie Stokie,
Cheryl Connor and Verity
Cormack) with flute, guitar and
singing.

Quiet time wasledby Glenys
Reaby and the communion by
Helen Hall. Lynette Leach led
a challenge segment: "This is
the day to act—activate, cel­
ebrate, transform".

Thanks to all who who con­
tributed, and a special thanks
to Linda and Paul Fry and
Marilyn and John Beard at the
camp. The Beards will be
missed at next year's camp as
they move to WA.

—Jan Hutton, Camp
Convener

liVflemoirgibDe

The Women's Camp at
Bicheno, Tas, this year was
memorable for at least two
reasons. With an attendance of
33 it was the smallest camp for
years, due in part to some
regulars being in Brisbane for
Federal Conference and others
involved in a special church
function. The other was the
presence of our first baby. Six
months old Kyran was a de­
lightful addition to our num­
bers.

Conditions for camp were
lovely, with two beautiful
sunny days, enhanced by a full
moon rising over the Tasman

Sea in the evening. Ida and
Basil Marden, our caretakers,
spoiled us with flowers in every
room and gourmet meals. Ruth
Edge, who shares in the min­
istry with her husband at
Ulverstone, was our camp
study leaderagainthisyear and
took as her theme "Jesus His
Life, Death and Resurrection".
The studies helped to confirm
our faith, as we re-exarhined
the foundation and core of our
beliefs, and made a fresh as­
sessment of the place the Lord
Jesus had in our lives.

The praise time that accom­
panied each study session
enabled us to open up our
hearts to the Lord in worship
and thankfulness. The small
numbers and the caring at­
mosphere encouraged us to
open up to each other, knowing
we were accepted and under­
stood by each other.

The devotions each evening
carried through the theme of
the studies and were a fitting
climax to the day.

The weekend, under the
leadership of our State Presi­
dent, Va Warwick, was a re­
laxed and happy occasion, and
we all, regulars and first timers
alike, came home refreshed and
renewed.

—Naomi Neville

W D M GD toe H’S
SoaflgjGntt

Melbourne Citymission is a
nondenominational Christian
organisation that has the wel­
fare of the older members of
our society as one of its funda­
mental concerns.

Harold McCracken House
isCitymission's50-bed nursing
home in North Fitzroy, estab­
lished in 1979, to care for de­
pendent aged persons.
Citymission also operates the
Hospice/Palliative Care Serv­
ice, which aims to provide
comfort and care to those per­
sons who have a terminal ill­
ness.

The staff of these two pro­
grams are highly committed to
quality care and service, and
greatly appreciate of the work
of volunteers. Volunteers give
much practical assistancein the 

mending of residents' clothing,
taking residents for walks, at­
tending to indoor plants and
performing clerical duties.

Volunteers in the Hospice
Service undergo an extensive
training course. On completion
of trainingthey canbeinvolved
with clients, offering physical,
spiritual, emotional and social
support.

All volunteers are required
to participate in on-going
training and supervision as part
of their contract.

If you are interested in being
a volunteer telephone Denise
Arney, Co-ordinator of Vol­
unteers for the Hospice/Pal­
liative Care Service, on (03)
486.2666, or Rosalie Hudson,
Director of Nursing at Harold
McCracken House, on (03) 481
1666.

Dire
Ecumenism

International ecumenists,
including Dr Michael
Kinnamon, Dean of Lexington
Theological Seminary of the
Christian Church (Disciples of
Christ) will lead a special
summer course in ecumenism
in Melbourne in January and
February.

The leaders will be partici­
pants in the World Council of
Churches' Seventh Assembly
in Canberra, 7-20 February.

"This is an excellent oppor­
tunity for clergy, laypeople and
students to expand their ecu­
menical vision through lectures
and workshops with some of
the best people the world's 

churches can offer," said DrBill
Tabbernee, Principal of
Churches of Christ Theo logical
College, Mui grave, who chairs
the interdenominational com­
mittee sponsoring the course.

The Summer Course in
Ecumenism has two sections.
The first is the Faith and Order
Consultation of the ACC over
25-28 January. Keynote
speakers will be Dr Michael
Kinnamon and the Rev Janet
Crawford (Anglican).

Thesecondpartofthecourse
is the annual Ecumenical
Summer School at St Mary's
College, University of Mel­
bourne, 1-3 February.

The main speakers will be Dr
Kinnamon, Rev Ofelia Ortega
(Presbyterian Church of Cuba),
Rev Hans Ucko (Church of
Sweden (Lutheran)) and Rev
Dr Geoffrey Wainwright
(United Methodist, USA).

A number of Victorians will
lead workshops including Bill
Tabbernee, Ian Breward,
Robin Boyd, Robert Gribben,
Coralie Ling, and Rodger
Bassham (Uniting Church) and
Peter Cross and Maty Leonora
Moorhead (Roman Catholic).

Participants may attend ei­
ther or both weekends. The
course is accredited by the
Melbourne College of Divinity.

Those wishing to enrol or to
receive further information
should contact Graeme
Wigney, CCTC, PO Box 629,
Mulgrave North 3170, phone
(03) 790 1000, or Mrs Anne
Paul, Ecumenical Affairs
Commission, 406 Albert
Street, East Melbourne 3002,
phone (03) 662 1962.

. Churches off Christ
Community Care Dejptt

Coffs Harbour Unit
u. S60.000 Loan & Licence
VillagerbJve available at Dalpura Retirement
sinQll hSrl Harbour'on the NSW north coast, a
onegof a Vell-aPPointed unit is
commimnv hPu f f3u,r single’Storey units, having a
ameStiestyifhvA,>and lofated cl°se to transport and
like further are.0^ retirement age and would

e further information either write or call'
Mrs Judy Breakwell
PO Box 140
Carlingford, NSW 2118
Phone (02) 630 7533
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anelle Davy (at the controls) and Bess Lunn (announcer)
relaxing while music goes to air

Maryborough ©ire Air
"AC" Postafl Survey

To help us in discussions
with Australia Post we intend
to conduct a survey of arrival
dates of The Australian Chris­
tian during 1991.

Subscribers who would be
willing to help us with this
survey over the first six
months of 1991 should con­
tact the officeon (03) 3791219.

Already some 30 subscrib­
ers at Federal Conference
have agreed to help with the
survey. We are looking for
others to join this group so
that we can be sure of a wide
coverage of Australia.

Those participating will be
sent a letter explaining the
scheme and a form to com­
plete.

The form will include the
issue number and date and
the day of posting from Mel­
bourne.

All the subscribers have to
do is to fill in the appropriate
space with the day the issue
arrives.

The information gained
will assist us in our negotia­
tions with Australia Post re­
garding the quality of deliv­
ery services.

The Maryborough, Vic,
church has ventured in faith
into radio broadcasting. Re­
cently a team of 12 spent six
hours from midnight to dawn
on-air from the top of Mt Al­
exander. They were supported
by many more in the church
who helped with preparation
and follow-up work.

As a conclusion to a series of
sermons on faith the minister,
Bruce Anderson, challenged
the church to take up a specific
outreach venture that would
stretch their faith. Something
that was beyond them but not
beyond them and their God.

The potential of radio
broadcasts was presented.
Emphasised was the possibility
of reaching well beyond the
Maryboroughareaand to many
who might never enter the
church doors. Sixteen indicated
their willingness to back the
project and join in the planning
meeting that night. Others of­

fered support in other ways.
The opportunity was avail­

able to the church because the
Central Victorian Gospel Ra­
dio station was about to con­
duct its 11th test transmission
from Mt Alexander, just out of
Castlemaine and only 60 km
from Maryborough. Only
weeks before the transmission
the station still had several
midnight-to-dawn program
slots available.

The possibilities of reaching
out to restless and hurting
people through the night hours
excited the group. A program
combining Gospel music and
needs-oriented good news
spots was prepared. A team of
12 prepared themselves to take
full responsibility for the op­
eration of the radio station—
announcing, operating, tel­
ephone answering, record
searching, catering and pray­
ing. Several trips were made in
advance to learn the operation 

of the studio and equipment.
On Wednesday night, 10

October, the team travelled
over to Mt Alexander and
worked together on this excit­
ing venture. Many requests
were made for listeners to call
the station and ACTS Interna­
tional literature was offered.

During the night 16 called
the station: eight requested lit­
erature, two shared deep needs
and one requested prayer. As a
result 20 pieces of Christian
literature were sent out.

However, what is also excit-
ingis the way this venturedrew
a diverse group of people to­
gether. The team that went to
the studio included students
and grandparents, a cactus
cultivator and a chiropractor.
Others in the church gave
generously to meet the cost of
literature, travel and station
membership fee and the sur­
plus funds were donated to the
station.

Les LawDoir says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

At the review night, the fol­
lowing Sunday, we watched a
video of the night's activities
and decided we would do it all
again during the next test
transmission early next year.

—Bruce Anderson

Ken Weir cueing up a
record

(F===
Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

now meets in
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353(AH)
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Seven Hills Centenary

Left to right—Kevin Crawford, Gordon Moyes, Tom
Beaman and John Foote during the centenary service

100 years ago, in 1890, in their
home in Prospect, Sydney, Mr
and Mrs Hawkins with three
of their family met with Mr and
Mrs William Piper for the
breaking of bread. This was the
beginning of the Seven Hills,
NSW, church.

The church through the years
has had its ups and downs, but
on 2 Septemberit celebrated its
centenary, an event only made
possible by faithful members
who served the Lord during all
those years.

For over a year the present
members planned for the day.
The Lord showed his approval
by bestowingmany blessings—
the forecast was for a wet day
but it was beautiful—a clear
blue sky with not a cloud in
sight. About 190 past and
present members, contacts of
the church and visitors packed
the chapel. Everybody was
given two booklets, one a con­
cise history of the church, the
other the anniversary program,
both attractively printed by
MaxKingham. The service was
led by the present minister,

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet

surrounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon
station by arrangement

Fem Valley
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141

I Tom Beaman, and the song
leader was John Foote. Past
minister Roy Dixon opened in
prayer. Kevin Crawford, NSW
Conference Secretary, brought
a greeting. Les Pilkington was
pianist and his daughter, Beth
Chant, soloist. The group
"Dove" also contributed to the
success of the program. Past
members Owen Wainwright,
John Horne, Brian Speechly
and Colin Wakley helped with
the emblems. Joyce Piper, the
longest-serving member of
Seven Hills, read the lesson. Dr
Gordon Moyes brought a
challenging message on the
theme "Moving Forward". He
said the church at Seven Hills
must move forward into this
second century with Christ;
with Christ and the Gospel and
with the fullness and blessings
ofChrist.Todothis successfully
means taking off one's coat,
rolling up one's sleeves and
working. The anniversary din­
ner was enjoyed by all. The
CateringCommitteeofVianne
Willis, Sylvia Foote and
Beverly Beaman with the able
assistance of Marjorie and
Wally Naylordid a marvellous
job. While the anniversary was
in progress, John Willis and
Dorothy Pilkington were busy
videotaping and Barbara
Spencer took some great pho­
tos.

The management committee
would like to thank all who
helped make the 100th anni­
versary a success, particularly
the Pendle Hill church for the
loan of chairs and tables and
Conference Executive for com­
munion glasses.

—T.J. Beaman

to the festival by the music
This year's event featured rock
jazz, blues and classical nrusi/
With the exception of "un;
Polloi", "Real Time" and Pauj
Aldrich, the artists were Aus­
tralian. Black Stump is seen by
groups as a key venue froij|
which to launch a tour pro.
gram.

The arts program continues
to grow with a strengthened
following. Performances this
year were of a high standard in
theatre, dance and poetry. As

"Beyond tine ©Hack Stump"
"Beyond the Blac?k Stur?1’

has b^n firmly established as
one of the top ^ts in ‘he
youth calender in NSW. And
its clientele in other states is
also steadily growing.

Black Stump is a festival of
music, teaching and the arts,
run annually on the October
long weekend in NSW. This
year more than 6,000 young
(and a few not so young) peo­
ple came to camp at the Cata­
ract Scout Park to take in the
exhaustive and exhausting
program on offer.

Keynote speaker on main
stage was John Smith, back at
the Festival after a break of a
coupleof years. Taking his texts
from the parables, "Smithy"
shook his audience with the
challenge to look hard at the
teachings of Christ and make
the tough decisions needed for
a life to match.

At least 270 came forward
for counselling in response to
the three main stage teaching
sessions, either to commit their
lives to Christ or to seek coun­

ever, mime was a very popular
medium, featuring the talents
of Dennis Claire and Gerrard
Mikelsons particularly.

On the Saturday and Sunday
afternoons more than 50 semi­
nars and workshops were held,
spread over two sessions. De­
spite the hectic pace of the music
and arts entertainment, at­
tendances at these teaching
times were still very good, for
topics ranging from teaching
on "Acts" by Ian Powell,
through "Prayer on the Road",
"Parents as Partners in Youth

sei for some further step along
their Christian walk. The com­
mittee is now following up
these contacts with references
to home churches where ap­
propriate. There have also been
several reports of young people
coming to the point of com­
mitment since the event.

Evaluation sheets show that
Black Stumpers go away plac­
ing a high value on a variety of
experiences, but there is no
doubting that most are drawn

Ministry" to "Wearable Art"
and "The Arts and Building
Community".

At this stage it seems that the
1990 festival has made its fi­
nancial goals, opening the way
for a 1991 event. The Monday
offering of over $12,500 will be
passed on speedily to the
nominated projects in Abo­
riginal education, Bibles for
Eastern Europe and develop­
ments in the Christian arts as
an outreach to young people.

OKI
IS OFFICIALLY A POISON!
So, why don't we issue warnings on all bottles
and cans? It's on cigarette packs, other legal

drugs and many household products...

ISSUE HEALTH WARNINGS ON ALCOHOL
\lir-rn A policy of the

iCTORIAN TEMPERANCE ALLIANCE INC. g
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Bronwyn Streeter (left) and Lynette Richards proudly
holding their plants

The Keilor East, Vic, church
celebrated a double baptism
recently. Lynette Richards and
Bronwyn Streeter were bap­
tised by minister Ron Schepis.
During the service the girls
were each presented with a
plant by their mothers.

The plant was chosen as a
symbol of life and growth, 

which the girls have experi­
enced through their baptism.

These baptisms bring to four
the number of baptisms at
Keilor East in 1990.

During the same time seven
people have transferred their
membership to the church in
what has been a very exciting
year.

WlhieeOmg Sira fthe SpSirit
Worship took on wheels at a

recent service at the Colonel
Light Gardens, SA, church.

An assembly line was
marked out on the floor and

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open 

children's bikes decorated the
church. Children carrying bi­
cycle wheels and elders carry­
ing trays for the communion
were led in by a person carry­
ing the theme poster "Come
Holy Spirit". Communion was
held and the wheels put on the
bikes.

An international flavour was
given as Petra Yarebrant, a
Rotary exchange student from
Skane, Sweden, led the chil­
dren to their seats.

At the end of the service the
bikes were wheeled out and
trikes were ridden along. Wor­
shippers were invited to leave
their seats and join the assem­
bly line; a response indicating
that they would say yes to a
year of ecumenical sharing, a
year of world-ranging weekly
praying with all God's people
in the new "cycle" of prayer, a
Bible study program for the
weeks 3 June to 15 July and the
sharing of two united Sundays
in September and December.

C©mbfiirD©dl CBircdflOtt MeeftSimg)
The annual combined com­

munion service of Keith,
Mundulla and Bordertown,
SA, was held on 21 October at
Mundulla. Wampoony was
missing this year—it closed
during the early part of last
year. Those left took up fel­
lowship at Mundulla.

The visiting speaker was

Graham Lawrie, a past minis­
ter of the Keith church. A song
service conducted by J and H
Wiese commenced the meet­
ing. A duet was presented by
Joan Wrayandjennyjeisman.

A retiring offering for World
Vision's Romanian Forgotten
Children appeal raised $530.

—Bill Carson

CraSgj W0Qm©itft Joins Team

Delwyn and Craig Wilmott

The minister of the Lismore,
NSW, church, Ian Phillips, has
been joined by honorary asso­
ciate minister, Craig Wilmott.
Craig and Delwyn have moved
up to Lismore from Newcastle
and are helping Ian with a new
youth group, CCs. This new 

group, which meets at the
Goonellabah Hall on Friday
nights, is constantly attracting
new members. Craig is also in
charge of the musical side of
the evening services, as well as
leading a Tuesday night study
group.

fof All Your Real Estate Needs
watch This Space

PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

Hurley & Associates Pty Ltd
Licensed Agents. MRE1

496 Goodwood Road,
Cumberland park 5041
Phone (08) 373 3880
24-hour pager (08) 378 3112 Dean Sander

3 November 1990 The Australian Christian (499) 7



Letters to the EdiW

Letters are limited to
200 words

Elitism and Sexism In
Christian Religious

Education
To the Editor,

100 years of Christian edu-
cation i n Victorian state schools!
What an occasion to celebrate.
As a voluntary CRE teacher, I
eagerly looked forward to the
St Paul's Cathedral centenary
service. I was disappointed.

First, the sexism was sad. As
most CRE teachers are lay
women, I wish we had been
involved. The choir was male
and the readers and all partici­
pants were male, except one.

Secondly, it was elitist. The
clergy dominated. Where were
the rank-and-file teachers?
Without us there would be no
program in schools.

Thirdly, the choice of dates
was puzzling. Why the middle
Sunday of school holidays
when many people were away?

Also, the service was cold
and traditional. The formality
was a vast contrast to the joy
and colour of CRE classrooms.

Praise God for ordinary
women, working for him in
schools. —R.R. Konig

(Nunawading, Vic)

"Cough Up Your
Coppers"

To the Editor,
With the slogan "Cough Up

Your Coppers", a leading Ad­

elaide charity has offered to
accept people's one- and two-
cent coins, following the Fed­
eral Government's decision to
discontinue the issue of these
coins. The charity announced
coins could be left in a barrel on
the ground floor of its head
office, or else at its goodwill
shops. An arrangement was
also made for one of the big
medical/hospital benefit
schemes to accept such dona­
tions. They will be used to buy
blankets and food for the
homeless and provide "inno­
vative employment programs".

Some householders have jars
full of copper coins and can't
bebothered to count them. This
is a good way to get rid of them.

Perhaps our welfare groups
could adopt this idea to raise
money for special projects.

—Jack Ludbrook
(Dulwich-Rose Park, SA)

[This scheme was picked up
in most Australian states. I am
not aware that any of our wel­
fare agencies have such a
scheme, howeverlam sure they
would be willing to receive any
such donations—Editor]

Faith and Sudden
Death

To the Editor,
The shocking news report

("AC" 6 October) of the aircraft
accident in PNG that claimed
the lives of all five people on
board brings to my memory 

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

the sa intly lady who was killed
in similar manner about two

^Wformer accident is most
horrifying in that the unfortu-
nate victims were consecrated
devout Christians whose lives
on no account should have
come to such an unwarranted
ending. Surely this is nothl"S
but an untimely undeserved
punishment inflicted and al­
lowed by an Almighty God
who we are taught and told
will faithfully protect them who
love and trust him! John 6.371
say: What a let down!

Psalm 1:6 "For the Lord
watches over the way of the
righteous, but the way of the
wicked will perish." I say: An
outright sham and a broken
promise to those dear souls
whose lives were unjustly sto­
len from them, which surely
indicates no promised reward
whatever for their profound
faith and good works as they
witnessed.

If faith can remove moun
tains (1 Corinthians 13:2) I Sav’
It should also safely land air
craft!

"The Lord knows those whn
are his." (2 Timothy 2:19) I Say.
But shamefully and pitifully he
forsakes them also!

Joshua 1:9 "Be strong and
courageous. Do not be terrified•
do not be discouraged, for the
Lord your God will be with
you wherever you go." I say.
Well, if they were the terms
with Joshua it should havebeen
equally so with Bob Peaker and
his four associates. Such
promise or power certainly was
not manifest in their tragic
situation. There are so many
people of the devil who have
better treatment and assurance
of safety and respect.

Revelation 21:5 "I am making
everything new." I say: That
because of the New Testament
the Old Testament ought to be
discarded entirely as the New
Testament is sufficiently testa-

Lctes tom WSms

To the Editor,
Genesis tells us that the world was already there when creation

began, albeit "without form and void". So I've often wondered
what happened before that.

The other night on TV they were talking about a big bang that
got the universe going. One scientist said that the bang was just
right. If it had been smaller all the bits and pieces and planets and
stars and suns would have fallen back into whatever was there
before the bang. If it had been bigger there would have been
nothing but cosmic dust.

The chances of that happening by chance must be rather
slender. So God must have had a hand in it, if that's the way it
happened.

But one thing I do know for sure and that is that we could easily
end the world with a big bang. That's why I'm glad that the world
SAnuatl°n ’tS<? u Uch easien Ma?be God has had a hand in that too.
And should I be surprised?
nf?pU^d"iSteral Yays prays for world leaders. He makes a point
oraX ?ning USidhiat the Bible tells us t0-1 didn't think all this

f • WOru leaders was working out very well, but now

them g ed-1 m SOrry that untiI recently I never joined

don't^need’thp jtarJed ^th a big bang it was a creative one. We
And iusta thn. kind’50 we'd better keep praying-

a show it must ha J f God dld start it all with a big bang, what
so we miS it 6 en! Wehumans were a bit late^etting there

—Tertius
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mentary but of course must be
accepted with caution!

May I mention something
personal. I had a devoted
Christian brother, the youngest
of seven children. Our parents
were most sincere and devout
in their Christian living and
they brought us kids up ac­
cordingly. Now the youngest
brother when he became of age
was called up for war service.
He joined the RA AF. In 1945 he
with five good mates lost their
lives in a crash. He would often
quote "God willing".

Kellems Richards Davey was
his name. He was buried the
day before he would have been
21 years of age.

My Christian father too was
snatched from us at the age of
44 leaving seven children fa­
therless when I was nine.

This extract of my notice in
the announcement of my
brother Kellems' death would
appropriately apply to Bob
Peaker and friends: "We won­
der why the good are taken/
Why in life they are forsaken./
Kell loved this life./God only
knows,/The very best is what
he chose, / Whileour hearts and
lives are shaken,/By the grief
brought when Kell was taken./
We remember a wonderful
brother and a perfect friend,/
Such a good life so young to
end.

—A.C. Davey
(Colonel Light Gardens,

SA)

[This edited letterisfarlonger
than we normally allow in the
Letters to the Editor column.
The questioning of God allow­
ing the "good" to suffer while
the "evil" seem to prosper is an
age-old question. In the next
issue I will cover some of the
questions raised in my exami­
nation of Malachi—Editor]

L. C. F. Higgins

Chartered
Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

MtuifbeeGDS) FfloDdls Itts FSirsit Ever hw
The Nubeena church, nes­

tled on the Tasman Peninsula,
Tasmania, decided some
months ago to work towards
their first fair ever in its active
life of 111 years. Apart from the
members there were interested
folk within the district and be­
yond Hobart who wanted to
help in the ongoing work. The
only goal set was to do the best
that could be done. None of us
knew how much was likely to
be made nor how many would
attend.

The fair was due to com­
mence at 11 am and the day
opened damp and cold. How­
ever by 11 am the weather had
cleared fairly well and weburst
into action—cake stalls, our
small youth group singing, icy
poles to suit the weather. 

clothes, knitting, vegetables
and even a small merry-go-
round supplied and manned
free by the Lions Club so that
little children could enjoy free
rides. The kitchen was well
manned—or womaned—for
cuppas and eats as well as a
barbecue for those desiring
something a little more meaty.

The population of the whole
Peninsula is only about 1,100
with about 600 living at
Nubeena and others scattered
around Port Arthur, Tarana
and EaglehawkNeckand other
such places.

The day climaxed with an
auction.

Every avenue of the venture
was successful, fellowship­
wise and financially. Even
guessing the doll's name 

You can tune in to a preview broadcast of Triple
Seven's quality-of-llfe radio programs for the
people of Melbourne.
Our aim is to communicate Christian values and
hope to people in our hurting city.
Every listener, not just church-goers, can tune with
confidence to our adult contemporary program
style.
For three days (November 16-18), you can
preview a professional presentation of carefully
selected Christian and secular music together
with news and information.
Don’t forget... 3 days only ... Friday November 16
to Sunday November 18. Remind yourself by
retaining this advertisement.

TlWHE SEVEN
commons

P 0 Box 117
Glen Waverley 3150
Tel (03) 560 1700
A H (03) 878 2708
* provisional frequency

brought in S35 and the cake
stall exceeded $500. As this ar­
ticle goes to The Australian
Christian the financial achieve­
ment looks to be fairly close to
53,000.

We praise God for the great
day in all its blessings includ­
ing the fellowship and financial
reward. The support given by
so many shows the ministry of
the church is appreciated.

—Gordon Henderson

TTsair ©©won
the WaDOs alt
Christian
liVtaiic
Semmas3

For all those involved in
musicand the creative and per­
forming arts, the 13th Austral­
ian Christian Music Seminar
will begin to "Tear Down the
Walls" between Christiansand
the world. From 6-12 January
1991, the CYTA Lodge in
Cooma and the Monaro High
School will be the sites for this
week of inspiration.

ACMS has an international
reputation as a week of crea­
tivity, energy and expression
for those who are or would like
to be involved in all the arts
ministry.

Guests this year include
Martyn Joseph from the UK,
whose distinctive voice and
challenging lyrics will be en­
joyed throughout the week. He
will be joined by keynote
speaker Brian Willersdorf. A
specialist team of over 30 will
be participating as teachers and
advisers.

The week comprises work­
shops, performance critique
sessions, inspiring concerts,
Bible teaching and times of
praise and worship.

Families are encouraged to
participate as well as young
people of all ages. Children are
welcome and encouraged to
join theirown special program.

Contact theChristian Youth
Travel Association for further
information on (02) 764 1700.
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Withit Church of Christ

Triple Seven
The people of Melbourne are hurting. Unemployment,

A Kangaroo Loose in the Top Pocket
by Lachlan Ness (Wilbur Books) $12.95

Written in the genre of Herriot's All Creatures Great and Small,
this book is a delight to read, entertaining and amusing. The
setting is the high country of NSW in the 1960s. Lachlan Ness,
newly ordained Presbyterian minister, newly married and slightly
accident-prone, takes thereader through his first yearof ministry,
with all his hopes and apprehensions. The events are sometimes
surprising, sometimes hilarious, but always draw us sympa­
thetically to the central character. This would be an excellent gift
for a friend—but read it yourself first!

The Rights of the Child
Afterconsiderabledelayand much controversy, Prime Minister

Bob Hawke agreed that Australia would sign the United Nations
Convention on the Rights of the Child in August 1990. ThePrime
Minister has, however, not yet agreed to join a growing number
of nations which have fully ratified the convention so that it
becomes binding.

The purpose of the Convention is to protect children from
abuse and to foster their proper development. Opposition to the
Convention comes from conservative sectors of the Australian
community, including some Christian groups. They see the Con­
vention as a threat to the rights of parents. In a timely Zadok
Institute paper just released, Rosamund Dalziell discusses the
questions facing people who are trying to gain a thoughtful
Christian perspective on the issues involved.

Protecting Children:Dowe need a Convention on the Rights of
the Child?, Zadok Series 1 Paper S47, is available from theZadok
Institute for Christianity and Society, Blackall Street, Barton,
ACT 2600 (phone (06) 273 1634), for $2 plus 80c postage.

This Week Only
* Mystery Prize *
For All Visitors

Come two weeks in
a row and receive
our church’s bonus

surprise offer.—Joan Pye

Leading a Kids Club in Your Church
by Vernon Cracknell (Joint Board of Christian Education) $14.95

For anyone who is considering setting up a childrens program
or for those already involved in such a program, this book will be

. . „ . , hi8h
interest rates and theState's financial situation are accentuated by
the materialistic viewpoint of the media in society.

Triple Seven Communications is launching its first test
broadcast on FM radio for three days (16-18 November). The aim
is to communicate a quality-of-life radio program for Melbourne
that will lift the tone and emphasis for society. It will be a new
sound. The format will present carefully selected Christian and
secular music, together with news and information.

The adult contemporary style will appeal not just to church­
goers but also to the wider community. Triple Seven Commu­
nications plans to develop a backup network of churches of all
denominations and an off-air counselling service. To the hurting
people of Melbourne, it wants to communicate the Christian
message of hope.

Professional broadcasters, technical personnel, journalists and
backup supporters will all be volunteers for this major event.

The broadcasts will be on 963 FM for the three-day test broad­
cast. This is a provisional frequency and will be only in use for
these three days. The strength of the signal is such that it should
be heard in most of metropolitan Melbourne.

of great vaiue.
is very compre­
hensive, easy to
read and leaves
no stone un­
turned in its ef­
fort to offer to
leaders and
churches ad­
equate informa­
tion on what is
involved in kids
clubs.

The book is
divided into
three main
parts. The first
deals with the
principles, both
biblical and the­
oretical, of what
is involved in
working with
children. The 
way Jesus cared for and encouraged children is outlined, and
then there is a good summary of child development and what a
leader can expect from 8-12 year olds. The philosophy of the kids
club is also outlined, helping churches understand how and why
such a program should be conducted at their church.

Not only is this an excellent theoretical book, but it is also
highly practical, with parts two and three devoted to giving
everything that is needed to conduct such a program: administra­
tive details, staffing requirements and many ideas for programs.
There are varying approaches to the various elements of a pro­
gram for children in mid-week programs, and these are discussed
very well. Follow-up is emphasised and also helpful advice given
on how to bring the children and their families into the church
community.

There are suggested games, crafts and other exciting ideas that
all help to make this book essential reading. I would commend
this book to Sunday school teachers and leaders of any sort of
childrens program. —Judy Gordon



Federoi Conference

Fiji, AborigSmies amid fthe ConstftMttom
The three major areas of dis­

cussion and decision making
at the43rd Federal Conference
business sessions held in Bris­
bane 8-14 October were: giv­
ing theOverseasMission Board
the go ahead to be involved in
mission in Fi ji, a resolution from
the Aboriginal Issues Task
Force and changes to the con­
stitution to streamline the ex­
ecutive.

Federal Conference, which
was presided over by Dr Don
Stewart, was held in conjunc­
tion with the Queensland State
Conference. This is the first time
for many years, if ever, that a
state conference has been held
in conjunction with a Federal
Conference. Twice in the past
(Melboumel952and Adelaide
1970) Federal Conference was
preceded by a World Conven­
tion.

National Ministers'
Seminar

The first event of Federal
Conference this year was the
National Ministers' Seminar
which was held 4-6 October at
Camp Cal, Caloundra. 161
ministers and spouses were
present at the seminar making
it one of the largest National
Ministers' Seminars. This was
helped by it also being the
Queensland Ministers' Seminar
and most ministers from
Queensland were present.
Studies at the seminar were led
by Professor Ron Graham and
Dr Gordon Moyes. There was
also an interesting evening ses­
sion looking at the future of
Churches of Christ.

Differences
One of the differences of this

Federal Conference was a de­
liberate attempt to separate the
seminar/rally time of Confer­
ence from thebusiness sessions.
Rather than operating with
deliberative groups and then
having plenary sessions
throughout the week of Con­
ference it was decided to hold
the business sessions in the first
two days. All sessions were
held at the Baptist Tabernacle
and reports and motions were
dealt with in plenary sessions.

There were 18 notices of mo­
tion facing thedelegatesas well
as discussion on the reports of
all Federal Conference Depart­
ments.

It should be noted that this
year 707 (at last count) regis­
tered for Federal Conference.
As it co-incided with Queens­
land that state had the largest
number of registrants with 453.
85 registered from Victoria, 61
from NewSouth Wales, 56 from
South Australia, 22 from West­
ern Australia, 12 from Tasma­
nia, nine from the Australian
Capital Territory, two from the
Northern Territory and seven
from overseas.

Motions Carried
Amongst the business trans­

acted was a change of name for
the Australian Board of
Church Development & Edu­
cation (previously the Federal
Board of Christian Education).
This move also included some
changes to the constitution to
bring it into line with the work
of the department.

Three motions from the De­
partment of Christian Union
and one motion regarding the
environment were also passed.
The text of these motions will
appear in a subsequent issue.

There were some changes to
the Churches of Christ Provi­
dent Fund constitution, a mo­
tion regarding the Task Force
on Theological Education and
a motion that called for greater
recognition of the Federal So­
cial Justice Committee: "That
greater recognition be given to
the role of the Federal Social
Justice Committee in the future
ministry of Churches of Christ
in Australia; that such recog­
nition include allocation of
adequate resources to enable
the Committee to fulfil its task;
that the Committee be
resourced to enable an annual
meeting; that the Committee
be called upon to establish a 12-
month action strategy and
program and that the Com­
mittee be called upon to estab­
lish a five year plan of devel­
opmental activity".

After appointing Jeff May
for another five-year term as 

the Executive Director of the
Overseas Mission Board, Con­
ference then looked at one of
the major issues before it.

Fiji
The motion that was carried

after much discussion and in­
put that helped to clarify some
questions was: "That the Fed­
eral Conference of Churches
of Chris t in Australia, through
the Overseas Mission Board,
be involved in mission in Fiji,
giving particular attention to
the unevangelised Indian
population."

Jeff May , Barry Grear and
others, in background material
and presentations outlined the
reasons why the OMB was in­
terested in moving in mission
in Fiji. A careful summary of
negotiations with a wide vari­
ety of churches and ecumeni­
cal councils was detailed and a
possible course of action was
outlined. Co-operation with
existing churches and or coun­
cils have been carefully nego­
tiated and at this stage the OMB
is looking at all possibilities of
mission in Fiji. The wording of
the motion was very carefully
written so that all options of
areas of operations are still
open. The OMB will be very
careful in moving into mission
in Fiji and will only move if the
right people become available,
there are no major objections
from other Christian bodies in
Fiji and we are able to operate
in an area where no other
groups are currently operating.
This could mean that our area
of operation may be either ru­
ral or urban or a mixture of
both areas.

The motion was passed with
overwhelming support.

Constitution
Another major area of dis­

cussion was the constitution.
Following the Federal Confer­
ence held in Hobart a Task Force
was established to examine the
structures of Federal Confer­
ence. This group had come up
with major changes to the con­
stitution relating to Federal
Conference itself and the ex­
ecutive. The changes mean that 

in the future we could well have
separate National Conferences
for business and a National
Convention, which would be a
time of fellowship and learn­
ing. The major changes were
made to the executive. This will
now be called the National
Council and instead of being
made up of members from
Melbourne with a proxy from
each state it will now comprise
a small executive (President,
Secretary and Treasurer) with
the other members—two from
Queensland, NewSouth Wales,
Victoria, South Australia and
Western Australia and one each
from Tasmania and the Aus­
tralian Capital Territory. This
group will meet twice a year
and will be more representa­
tive of the states. It is hoped
that this will make the Council
more representative of each
state and streamline its opera­
tions.

National
One aspect of the changes is

that Federal Conference will
now be the National Confer­
ence and Convention. The next
National Conference and
Convention will be held in
Melbourne in 1993 with Clive
Ward as National Conference
President and Eunice Reidy
ACWF President. Conference
also changed the normal rota­
tion of National Conference so
that the 45th Conference and
Convention will be held in
South Australia in 1995 to co­
incide with the 150th anniver­
sary of Australia's oldest
Church of Christ, Grote St,
Adelaide.

Aborigines
The other major area of dis­

cussion at thebusiness sessions
was a motion that was brought
from an Aboriginal IssuesTask
Force set up by the previous
Conference in Canberra. The
discussion took over two whole
sessions and the motion pre­
sented was passed with the
addition of an addendum. A
full report on this motion and
its wording will appear in the
next issue.

—Chris Ambrose
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Recently the Essendon
Football Club signed Port
Adelaide rover Gavin
Wanganeen to play for
them for the next 3 years.
In an interview Gavin, 1 7,
who is a devoted Christian,
family person and proud of
his Aboriginal heritage, said
the Lord had given him the
gift of playing football and
he wan ted to make the most
of his opportunities in life.
Gavin's father is the pastor
of the Adelaide Berean
Church. One of the condi­
tions in signing was that
Essendon would provide
Gavin with accommodation
with a good Christian fam­
ily.

Adam Hartley, son of Alan
Hartley, former secretary
of the Dulwich, SA,
church, was recently
awarded the Inaugural
Messenger School Sports
Star of the Year Award.
Adam Is a cyclist who won
the 500 m national Junior
time trial earlier this year.
He won gold medals In
the 500 m time trial, the
5 km scratch race and
sprints at this year's SA
state titles.

Telecom is supporting di­
rect-dial pornography in
Australia, according to the
Australian Family Associa­
tion. In a catalogue for the
Discovery service, a public
network for personal com­
puter users, services avail­
able over Telecom's phone
lines can access 4 major
pornography suppliers.

By 1993 some half a mil­
lion Christians are ex­
pected to have emigrated
elsewhere. That's 20% of
Hong Kong's Christians.
Some 25% of church
workers and clergy are
also expected to be gone
by then, according to the
Hong Kong Christian In­
stitute.

The previous head of the
Romanian Orthodox
Church, Patriarch Teocist,
has been reinstated. It ap­
pears no one else could be
found to fill the job. Teocist
had resigned over allega­
tions that he wa s too closely
associated with the
Ceaucescu regime. Teocist
said he had been a virtual 

prisoner before the revolu­
tion.

A 200-year-old congrega­
tion exists In Tibet's
Mangkang Country, ac­
cording to the Hong Kong
Xinwenbao news agency.
In Upper Yanjing village,
the parish currently has
over 600 believers—all
peasants. A Gothic-style
church has been restored
recently and returned to
believers after being de­
stroyed during the Cul­
tural Revolution.

Japan replaced the USA as
the world's largest donor of
official foreign aid last year.
US aid totalled SUS7.66
billion while Japan gave
5US8.95 billion. AJapanese
Foreign Ministry official
noted that a decrease in US
aid was a larger factor than
an increase from Japan.

Christian journalist, Dan
Wooding, has claimed
that Saddam Hussein's
invasion of Kuwait has
unwittingly encouraged
the largest ever Influx of
Christians and Bibles Into
Saudi Arabia.

A major famine ravaging
through war-torn Angola
leftmore than 11,000 dead
in the province of Benguela
between September 1989
and July 1990, and a further
8,000 in the province are
suffering from illnesses
caused by malnutrition.

A 3-day leadership con­
ference to address the
societal ills facing Kenya
as a nation and to which
the country's leaders have
been Invited was due to
start on 22 October. The
conference will address
itself to "the present
trends of corruption, vio­
lence and general deca/'.

Chinese government offi­
cials have confirmed that
US Southern Baptist teacher
Mary Anna Gilbert was
among 127 killed in the 2
October crash of a hijacked
Chinese jet in Guangzhou,
China. Co-worker Erin
Thomas, who was seated
next to Mary Anna Gilbert,
survived the crash and is in
a stable condition in hos­
pital.

A fire started by arsonists
on 2 October seriously
damaged a Baptist print­
ing and publications op­
eration In southern Italy.
Initial damage estimates
total more than
SUS200,000 to equipment
and books stored In the
offices. According to Ini­
tial police investigations
the act appears to be the
work of the local Mafia.

An estimated 1,000 Cam­
bodians a month suffer
amputation of a limb due
to landmine and other war-
related incidents, but the
production of artificial limbs
is not keeping pace.

The Department of Stud­
ies In Religion at the Uni­
versity of Queensland Is
now offering a Master of
Arts (Studies In Theology)
alongside the Master of
Arts (Studies in Religion)
they already offer. They
are also offering a Post­
graduate Diploma (Stud­
ies In Theology) along
with the Postgraduate
Diploma (Studies In reli­
gion). All are coursework
courses. The MA degrees
are two years full time or
four years part time and
the Graduate Diplomas
are one year full time or
two years part time. Fur­
ther Information from Dr
EdgarW. Conrad, Studies
In Religion, University of
Queensland 4072. Phone
(07)377 2162or377 2154.

If 32 denominations reach
their goals, North America
will have 33% more
churches by the end of the
century. Representatives of
the church groups met 7-8
September for an interde­
nominational dialogue on
church planting. Their col­
lective goal is to have
223,460 congregations by
the year 2000, an increase
of 55,836 churches.

Reports from Liberia In­
dicate that SIM's hospital
and radio station, ELWA,
has been destroyed In the
bloody and escalating civil
war in the West African
nation. SIM is to consider
ways of ministering to the
500,000 refugees who
have managed to escape
Liberia's borders.

The Vic-Tas Conference
Presidents' Reception will
this year take the form of an
afternoon tea fellowship at
CCTC, 40-60 Jacksons Rd,
Mulgrave, on 3 November,
2—4 pm. It will be an infor­
mal afternoon with a cost
of S3 for the afternoon tea.

A free seminar on com­
puters in churches has
been scheduled for 13
November In Melbourne
and 14 November In
Sydney. Tower Systems,
who are hosting the
seminar, aim to Introduce
churches to the use of
computer technology in
managing member
records, resources and
staff. Those interested
needtocall Rachelon(03)
537 2811 to book a place
at the seminar.

The Venezuelan Senate is
reviewing proposed legis­
lation that would ban
Protestant missions from
carrying out evangelistic
outreach among indig­
enous tribal groups
throughout the country.

The Christian church is a
pervasive part of Ameri­
can society but, according
to findings of the Barna
Research Group, the ef­
fectiveness of Its ministry
is diminishing. While 80%
of American adults de­
scribe themselves as
"Christian", more feel the
church Is losing Its Influ­
ence on American society
(49%) than say It Is in­
creasing Its Impact (36%).
Only 38% of all Americans
believe the church is rel-
evantfortoday. Only40%
of Americans say they turn
to God during tough
times. Several years ago
this figure was at 60%.

The Anglican communion
now has more than 2,000
women priests throughout
the world. The first was or­
dained in Hong Kong nearly
50 years ago, and has been
followed by others over the
past 15 years in the US,
Canada, New Zealand,
Kenya, Melanesia, Ireland
and other dioceses in Africa
and South America.

The Churchill Trust is now
calling for appllcationsfor

Fellowships to be taken
up during 1992. Merit ln
any field, which must be
of value to the comrriu.
nlty, is the major criterion
In the granting of fellow-
ships. The opportunity |s
given to any Australian
regardless of academic or
other qualifications to
study overseas with fares
paid and a living allow-
ance provided. An aver­
age fellowship Is worth
about $12,000. Those In­
terested should send a
self-addressed 24cmx 12
cm stamped envelope to
Application Forms, Win­
ston Churchill Memorial
Trust, 218 Northbourne
Ave, Canberra 2601. Ap­
plications close on 28
February 1991.

Leaders of ANDEB, the
evangelical association of
Bolivia, are spearheading a
campaign for a constitu­
tional amendment to end
official recognition of the
Roman Catholic Church
and guarantee the free ex­
ercise of religion.

F.F. Bruce, a leading Eng­
lish evangelical Bible
scholar, died on 11 Sep­
tember at the age of 79.
He was the author of
nearly 50 books and sev­
eral thousand articles and
essays.

LastyeartheAustralian Sol­
diers' Chapel appeal raised
$80,000fortheproject.350
churches from around
Australia contributed. It is
hoped to raise in excess of
$600,000 by the end of the
year through various
fundraising efforts. The
Appeal has been established
to build a new chapel at the
Kapooka training base to
replace old World War II
temporary buildings. The
new memorial chapel will
have three denominational
wings. It will cost $1.1 mil­
lion after the Army has pro­
vided labour. Churches are
asked to remember the
project on Remembrance
Day (11 November) by
praying for the missionary
work of the church in the
army and by encouraging
your church to contribute
to the chapel. Details of tax
deductability and addresses
can be found on page 21.
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Send to Scripture Union Australia,
241 Flinders Lane, Melbourne or to the
SU office in your State,

Scripture Union's new format daily guides
for people who want to read the Bible and
discover its message for their lives.

Church:

SOTjpWe

Helping you grow with GodflB

Spend a week with Scripture Union's guides.
No obligation.

Name: _______________________
Address: ___________________

Whether you
sing, dance, play a

musical instrument, act
or none of the above, come

to the next ACMS, January ’91.
Call CYTA now for a brochure on

(02)764-1700 or write to
PO Box S28 Homebush South 2140

It promises to be the best seminar yet!
Discounts apply for early bookings and groups, enquire now!!

13th Australian Christian Music Seminar
To be held in Cooma NSW

Special Guest: Martyn Joseph from the U.K.
CszTTS Keynote Speaker: Brian Willersdorf
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God's Word Curkpotrick

• Ephesians 6:17

The HI ©Dm <at of Salvation
/ Z^^ou'd think he'd

\-/ been baptised in
LI vinegar!" That was

the delightful tum of phrase
used by one of my friends in
the ministry to describe the sour
behaviour of a particular fel­
low Christian. Such character
is the exact opposite of what
Peter said would attract the fa­
vourable attention of those
outsideofthechurch.ini Peter
3:15 we are encouraged to be
prepared to explain the hope
that we exhibit.

Paul also emphasises the
great value of hope in the
Christian life. That was what
kept him going through all the
hard times as a Christian (2
Corinthians4:15,Romans8:18).

listic tracts? Was it conversa­
tion sprinkled with references
to the anticipated eternal bliss
of life beyond this world? No!
It was the ability to curb re­
vengeful thoughts and suffer
unjustly (1 Peter 3:9,14).

How does this relate to the 

that was given him. Seamands
suggests that, consciously or
unconsciously, all of us keep
recordsof the ways peoplehave
let us down and the ways we
have let others and God down.

This suggests that those who
have difficulty in forgiving
others may really be expressing
a lack of felt forgiveness in their
own lives. Those overly critical
of others may really be over­
sensitive to their own short­
comings. "Forgiveusourdebts
as we forgive our debtors"
shows Jesus' insight into hu­
man personality.

There is then a link between
salvation, hope and suffering
unjustly. Those who are quietly
confident of having been for-

Even when "everyone in the
provinceof Asia" deserted Paul
he soldiered on because he
"knew whom he had believed"
and had great confidence that
God would see him through (2
Timothy 1:12,15).

So it is that in listing the ar­
mour of the Christian, Paul is
careful to include the helmet of
salvation. The verb used to tell
Christians to "take up" the hel­
met is used of receiving knowl­
edge. "Christian, know where
you're going!" is Paul's battle
cry.

But ho w does this knowledge
and the hope that goes with it
become evident to those out­
side of the church? What did
Peter envision in the Christian
that would inspire others to ask
about hope? Was it the enthu­
siastic distribution of evange-

hope of the knowledge of sal­
vation? Perhaps the parable of
the unforgiving servant told by
Jesus holds a key. The parable
recorded in Matthew 18:21-25
tells of Jesus' criticism of a
servant who, after being mer­
cifully forgiven a tremendous
debt by his master, proceeds to
unmercifully extract a small
debt from a fellow servant. Je­
sus warned his disciples that
those forgiven by God had bet­
ter not follow the same pattern
of refusing to forgive their
earthly debtors.

David Seamands in his book
Healing for Damaged Emotions
suggests that the servant acted
as if the debt had not been for­
given and it was still necessary
to scrape up every last cent. He
had only asked for an exten­
sion and acted as if that was all

given and who are looking
forward to spending an eternity
with God will have less need to
always be seen to be right and
to get their own way in this life.

If the church is to be suc­
cessful in evangelism we need
to re-emphasise the prepared­
ness to suffer injustice and
forego our rights in this world.
But that will only happen as
Christians more deeply appre­
ciate the reality of present for­
giveness and future blessing.
Satan can try to undermine the
work of the church by keeping
Christians feeling guilty and
preoccupied with securing
their rights and demanding
justice this side of eternity. But
for the Christian it is indeed
true that "life wasn't meant to
be easy"...yet!

—Greg Murphy

Pontius' Puddle 
IT'S REFRESMblGr TO SEE THAT VllTV
ALL THIS bVODLE EASTERN
V/ARlAONCrE.R(N&, .SOtAEONE IS
BEATING- A SWORD INTO A PLOWSHARE.

Temper
Tempers

L-j—F* he last time I really lostI1 my temper was in Papua
■ New Guinea. A fellow

missionary had left their cat
with us to look after, but it was
a very ill-mannered cat. The
first day it got up into the wo­
ven bamboo ceiling of our
house and while Virginia was
making bread in the kitchen
she was showered with a warm
shower of tomcat rain. To deter
the cat from getting into the
ceiling again I made some
booby traps with tins of water
triggered with hessian bags up
the wall and put some rat traps
in the ceiling.
The second day the cat got into
the ceiling and did the same
thing again. By then I was get­
ting angry, and put it into a
hastily built cage. It escaped,
got up into the ceiling and re­
peated its urinary vengeance
on us yet again. This time I lost
my temper and, pulling the
scratching, clawing cat out of
the ceiling, I flung it onto the
veranda from which it could
not escape. I would have killed
it with my bare hands, but Vir­
ginia stopped me.

Who of us hasn't felt a mo­
ment ofblind anger before? An
old proverb says, "Anger has
no eyes"—and its true! In anger
we can lose our perspective on
a situation. "Anger is a brief
madness" in which we no
longer think rationally or
calmly, and say ordo things we
later regret. I guess that is why
Paul warns, "In your anger, do
not sin." It seems there is a pre­
carious fine line between anger
that is legitimate ventilation
("righteous indignation" we
have always called it) and an­
ger as sin, which can hurt and
denigrate others. But whoof us
in the heat of anger can judge
where that fine line is? As Ar­
istotle once said, "Anybody can
be angry, that is easy. But to be
angry with the right person, to
the right degree, at the right
time, for the right purpose and
in the right way, that is not
within everyone's power, and
is not easy."

—Stephen Curkpatrick
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and^ntkConwav'^^eeri rea.d'n,9 t^ie autobiography of Catholic writer Ronald Conway
and finds Conway s vtews raise important questions for Churches of Christ

C
onway's Way is the au­
tobiography of Ronald
Conway, Melburnian,

Catholic, clinical psychologist,
media personality, dramatist
and writer(77z£ Great Australian
Stupor, Land of the Long Week­
end).

Conway's way is different
from that of the post-Vatican II
Catholic church.

He talks of "more than 15
years of meaningless experi­
mentation" . He claims that "the
mass and the confessional no
longer invoke the mystique of
the past".

"Good!" exclaim many
Protestants, as well as many
Catholics. But read on to see
where Conway's critique bites
into modem Churches of Christ
worship and raises important
questions for us.

"A constant catering in par­
ishes to a kind of hand-shaking,
sugar-and-water populism and
a dreadful standard of preach­
ing has literally bored more
thoughtful Catholics right out
of the pews.

"...the new liturgies have
often been excruciating in their
pop-mentality and soap-com­
mercial banality."

Conway goes on to talk of
the psychological potency of
the old religious symbols. He
says that "a deep act of public
worship should always be
pointing to meanings beyond
itself' and that "worship with
any depth should not become
restless, busy and noisy, as the
work is".

"Exactly," say some of my
friends, "these modern cho­
ruses have no depth, they are
noisy, pop and repetitive and
give no sense of mystique and
no atmosphere of real wor­
ship."

Some don't! Neither do some
of our traditional hymns. The
.Holy Spirit is not confined to
hymns with five verses that sit
in a black-bound hymn book.
Nor is the Spirit absent from
the hymn book. There are good
and bad, worshipful and non­
worshipful, in both. That is not
the issue.

Worship:
Siagar-aimdl-Wattor or

IBreasfl-amidJ-Wme?
I tire of being asked whether

we have "choruses or hymns",
evenafterthequestionhasbeen
asked once, as if the answer
tells whether we are with-it or
old-fashioned on theonehand,
or sound or shallow on the
other. Again, that is not the is­
sue.

Is worship a matter of quiet,
peaceful surroundings, muted
architecture, "good" music,
where without a smile given or
received we hear the Word read
and preached, pray (or are led
in prayer), receive communion
and go away feeling "uplifted",
"moved" or at worst bored still?

Or does it happen in a setting
where we "relate" to each other
(and perhaps to God), sing
cheery, fun and "relevant"
songs, hear the Bible read as
dinkum Aussies would un­
derstand it, and go away feel­
ing good inside?

Is it reverence versus rel­
evance?

So far, questions only, but
they are pertinent to us as well
as to Catholics.

Here are some possible
guidelines through the maze,
for Churches of Christ are at
various points in the maze,
some perhaps down dead al­
leys, many of us wishing that
we could see through the
bushes so that we could know
where we are going.

• There is not a "New Tes­
tament pattern" for worship:
perhaps some indications of
some of the elements of early
church worship, but no pre­
scriptions for all time. Sure,
there are some helpful stipula­
tions—all things donedecently
and in order—but they don't
help us much with content.

• The old and traditional
(although Churches of Christ
tradition is not old by world 

church standards) is not neces­
sarily outdated.

• The new is not necessarily
to be rejected out-of-hand, nor
is it necessarily shallow.

• We need to experiment,
albeit carefully: the Spirit may
be wanting to teach us some­
thing. "We've neverdoneit that
way before" are dirty words in
the Christian vocabulary. It is
not worthy of us to think badly
of someone because that per­
son does something different,
even if it is a flop. We pray for
each other, even (or especially)
when we don't like what the
other is doing.

o Public worship involves
God and other members of the
congregation. Neither can be
neglected. Dawn and I attended
an Anglican service in Tangier,
Morocco, where the one other
member of the congregation
must have belonged—he took
up the offering—but left with­
out so much as saying "hello".
We need to explore creative
ways of being a fellowship,
without neglecting oneperson.

On the other hand, worship
is not worship without the
godward dimension: talking
about God and simply ex­
pressing what we think does
not constitute worship. By the
way, when people praying re­
fer to God in the third person
they may be talking about God
rather than to God.

• The language of worship
has to be modern. The English
of 1611 or of 1950 is no more
holy than was the Aramaic or
Greek of the early church. If
words have to be in graceful,
measured English, we may be
linking worship with feelings
that are stimulated by word
and language associations.

• On theother hand, worship
has to be done "decently and in 

order". Unprepared slapdash
familiarity is not likely to lift us
to God and leave us there (rec­
ognising, of course, that God
can take our poorest efforts and
use them and us!) Dignity and
relaxedness are not incompat­
ible.

• Nothing that I have read in
the Bible suggests that we can't
smile and worship at the same
time. "Decently and in order"
does not mean that we cannot
enjoy our worship, God and
each other. Too many of us
check in our smiles at the church
door. Why do so many worship
leaders act as though they are
at a funeral? (Funerals need not
be like that, either!) When we
sing "I am happy in the service
of the King" there is no law
against looking happy. When
we pass or receive the com­
munion elements there is no
reason why we should not ex­
change a caring smile.

• There is no virtue in drab-
nessordiscomfort. Bright, well-
done banners can stimulate us
through the eye. Carpeted
floors can add to the physical
and emotional warmth. Pad­
ded seats can add to physical
and spiritual comfort. (Our
traditional pews must surely
have been an invention of the
devil!)

Comingbackto Conway: ex­
perimentation, yes; meaning­
less, no. Mystique, yes; obscu­
rantism,no. Hand-shakingand
hand-clapping, yes; sugar-and-
water, no. Pop-mentality and
soap-commercial banality, no;
Responsible use of technologi­
cal media, yes. Restless and
busy, no; noisy, maybe.

In deep acts of public wor­
ship we will discover more of
each other and moreofGod.In
thousands of congregations
around the country we will
continue to gather once, twice
or three times a Sunday, for
years to come. What will hap­
pen?

• Richard Lawton is the minister
at the Maylands, SA, church.
(Conway's Way is a 1988
Collins-Dove publication.)
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BIRTHS

HEIER (DANIEL) Terry and Lynne
welcome Amy Rose. Sister for Kate
and Aaron. Born Launceston
12.10.90.

ENGAGEMENTS

MADDERN—WEBER Leola and
Russ (Bordertown) announce, with
love, the engagement of their
daughter Suzanne to Dieter.

DEATHS

DUNN, Eileen Winsome. Dearly
loved wife of Laurie (dec.) Loving

mother of Laurie and June, fond
mother-in-law of Nancy and
Mervyn. Loved Nana and Granny
of their families. Aged 78 years. A
patient sufferer resting in Cod's
care.

TO LET
FRANKSTON 3-BR house with
double carport situated in quiet
court location. Includes semi-en
suite, kitchen-meals, gas heating,
carpets and vertical blinds, pergola
and fernery area, decking and
garden shed. Excellent condition,
close to all facilities. Owners mov­

ing interstate. $1 70 p.w. Phone
(03) 789 8943.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.

HOLIDAYS
GRAMPIANS Holiday available
beautiful HallsGap. Accommodates
six. Phone (055) 62 4869.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­

dentowners. Phone(053)56 6300
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.

BUILDERS

IAN&L.A. McDONALDCarpenters
and builders. Renovations—kitch­
ens and bathrooms. All jobs large
and small. For free quotes please
ring (03) 557 1257. 41 Somers St,
Bentleigh.

Evangelism Opportunity
Nine months after inception the Rowville congregation is
calling John Sutton to commence full-time ministry in
1991. The new community presents a great evangelistic
opportunity. The Department will provide major funding
and invites direct support for the project.

Department of Mission, Education
and Development

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000

Christian
Confidential
Professional

\HTEG^

Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone (03) 306 1549

P.O. Box A287, SYDNEY SOUTH 2000

Church

Name 

Address

Please send
me a free

curriculum
sample pack and

1991 Catalogue

Send for your free sample pack
of ir[ni©V27[M[L and f§O@IRE) Curricula

- ------- .hoot Kids’Ctub or teaching Relig.ous

The curneu^ 'swj'“ proen<.l
combine soi^telchchiidren basic Chrisdar> <r ■

yo»
P/C
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. Setting mission priorities for the coming decade

Are We Asking the Strategic Question?
by K.P. Yohannan

lobal surveys and re­
search have so far un­
covered some 2,000

plans for world evangelism in
the next decade. Even if these
plans are only partially imple­
mented, it is now quite likely
that the 1990s will become the
greatest period of missionary
activity this century.

Hundreds of these emerging
plans were shared and com­
pared by mission leaders in July
1989 at the Lausanne II World
Congress on Evangelization in
Manila, Philippines. Is it possi­
ble that these are not merely
the schemes of human beings?
Could God be sovereignly
prompting a global movement
that will lead to the fulfilment
of the Great Commission in our
lifetime? There is a strong
probability that the answer to
both questions is "yes".

Certainly the attitudes of
church and mission leaders
worldwide are undergoing a
radical change. The church is
becoming militant again, and
indigenous leaders in theThird
World are aggressively setting
new evangelism targets for
their nations in an unprec­
edented way. The self-doubts
that characterised mission
leaders in the 1960s and 1970s
are gone. The call for a morato­
rium on Western missions that
rocked so many denominations
and missions is rarely heard
today.

AD 2000 Movements
Grow

Not only is the call for a
moratorium a dead issue, but it
is being increasingly replaced
by numerous calls for the
"completion" of world evan­
gelism by the year 2000. This
new call is reigniting many
long-dormant flames of mis­
sionary zeal. In fact, the AD
2000 movement promises to
strengthen international mis­
sions in general—and particu­
larly increase the presence of
Western missions in the 

worldwide work of the Great
Commission.

Two recent international
conferences of mission leaders
have focused on 400 of the
larger plans. In both confer­
ences, it was quickly obvious
that every plan relied to some
extent on an increase of fund­
ing from the churches in the
West. Most also include plans
for a fresh infusion of cross-
cultural missionary staff from
the West and will be fuelled by
new networks of prayer and
information that are to be based
in North America and Europe.

These AD 2000 movements
are already putting new finan­
cial pressures on Western­
based missions and church or­
ganisations, denominations
and parachurch agencies. In the
next 10 years, they will be
raising billions of dollars to
support the costly initiatives.
Local churches and individual
believers in the Western nations
will soon find themselves faced
with a tidal wave of appeals for
involvement in and support of
AD 2000 evangelism.

I view this development as a
mixed blessing.

First of all, we must fall on
our knees and thank God for
what appears to be a marvel­
lous answer to prayer. It is ex­
citing to see this huge new wave
of prayer and interest in the
needs of a lost and dying world.
AD 2000 endeavours will help
to increase partnership in world
evangelism.

But once that initial rush of
gratitude passes, we need to
examine each plan for strategic
errors. However good the in­
tentions of these plans, there is
a danger that they will become
an exercise in futility if they
transfer aid primarily through
the traditional channels: West­
ern missionaries.

This second feeling, one of
serious concern, grows out of a
real fear that many of us in the
Third World have developed
concerning the present contri­

bution of Western missionar­
ies on the field.

Although it may no longer
be fashionable or necessary to
call for a complete moratorium
on Western missionaries, it is
certainly too soon to drop the
call for at least a partial mora­
torium on sending new re­
placements.

Learning To Ask Strategic
Questions

Why do we come to illogical
and incorrect conclusions in
missions strategy? I think it
starts with asking the wrong
questions.

We must teach ourselves to
begin asking all missions
questions from a field per­
spective. This is especially im­
portant as we plan for the
coming decade of evangelism.

The question we should al­
ways be asking is this: "How,
Lord, can this unreached peo­
ple group best receive the Good
News?" Instead, we have gen­
erally asked, "How can we take
the good news to them?"

The first question empha­
sises the needs of the unreached
people—the needs on the field.
The second question comes
from our own fleshly, ethno­
centric worldview. The em­
phasis is on how we can be the
ones to tell them thegood news.

When you ask the question
from the wrong perspective,
you come up with answers that
involve Westerners going per­
sonally rather than sending the
nearest native missionaries. No
wonder so many mission
agencies, churches and de­
nominations in the West have
failed to move with the latest
wave of the Holy Spirit in
missions.

The Missions Revolution
Continues

Sadly, most of the missions
planningand funding formulas
today still ignore the phenom­
enal growth and importance of
indigenous missions.

The phrase "emerging Third
World missions" is obsolete—
we have already emerged.
During the coming decade, we
will see the mission enterprise
shift out of Western hands into
the evangelical mission move­
ments of Africa, Asia, Latin
America, and Oceania. Larry
Pate, author of From Every Peo­
ple, says the number of Third
World missions is growing at a
rate of 13.29% annually—an
increaseof248% every lOyears.
In 1988—according to the latest
data from the Missions Ad­
vanced Research Center
(MARC) in Pasadena, Califor­
nia—over 30% of all Protestant
missionaries were being sent
out by missions in the Two-
Thirds World. By MARC's cri­
teria (which I think actually
underestimates the number of
native missionaries), in 1988
there were 35,924 native mis­
sionaries serving in 118 coun­
tries. If the present rate of
growth continues, MARC esti­
mates that there will be a total
of 86,490 non-Western mis­
sionaries on the field in 1995—
and 162,360 by 2000.

Indigenous missions are
growing five times faster than
missions in the West. Most
important to our planning is
the fact that indigenous mis­
sionaries will become the ma­
jority within the evangelical
mission force sometime in 1998
if this trend continues.

There is another reason that
it is dangerous to continue
making plans for evangelism
based on the assumption that
there will be an ongoing pres­
ence of missionaries from the
West. We must take into con­
sideration the ever-growing
number of nations banning
Western missionaries

By the year 2000, more than
eight of every ten persons in
the world will live in so-called
restricted-access countries—
lands closed for political rea­
sons to missionaries from the
West. The best estimates pre­
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Comment

diet that 4.8 billion people will
be out of reach to Western mis­
sionaries by the end of the
century. ;

Even though some part-time,
"tentmaking" missionaries
may be able to enter these
countries, any strategy to reach
them must be based on the
support of native missionary
structures. The primary re­
sponsibility for evangelism,
disciple making and church
planting has shifted to indig­
enous missions, but support
structures in the West have
failed to respond to this reality.
Too many missions programs
are still centred on Western
staff.

Required: A Missions
Reformation

It is positively suicidal for us
to go into the next decade
blindly making plans that hinge
on the continued presence of
Western missionary staff and
technologies. While we should
support AD 2000 evangelism
plans, we need to be alert to the
danger that some aspects of
these programs could contrib­
ute to a revival of neocolonial
missions. Any AD 2000 plans
that increase numbers of
Western missionary staff on
Third World harvest fields are
counterproductive at this time.

Will we learn to make this
kind of prayerful, thoughtful,
sober decision in the 1990s? I
hope so, because it will be key
to making effective choices in
the support of AD 2000 evan­
gelism plans.

How would the next decade
be different and better if
Christians in the West began
supporting programs that are
"right" from a field perspec­
tive? Let me suggest three areas
in which we would begin to see
the reformation needed in
Western missions:

1. Staffing policies would be
reversed, permitting a rapid
shift to an all-native staff in
front-line mission situations.

2. Short-term critical needs
would be funded before long­
term programs.

3. A balanced Acts 1:8 mis­
sion strategy would be devel­
oped—one that would con­
centrate on what Christians in 

the West can do to help reach
the world without actually
sending themselves to the for­
eign mission field.

Why are these changes nec­
essary?

Supporting Native
Missionary Staff

From a field perspective, it
no longer makes sense to im­
port and train missionaries
from the West. In Asia, it is
costing us an average of 47
times more funds to support an
Occidental missionary than it
does to support a local worker.

Millions in the Third World
reject Christ simply because he
is presented to them by a white­
skinned foreigner. The pres­
ence of Western missionaries
reinforces the false idea that
Jesus is the white man's God.

By the end of the
century,

4.8 hillion people
will he out of

reach to Western
missionaries

In addition, the language and
cultural barriers the Western
missionaries face are immense.
It takes most Western mis­
sionaries one or two terms to
leam the language effectively
and adjust emotionally to a
strange new culture. Yet we
find that non-Western mis­
sionaries from the same coun­
try, or a culturally near one,
can usually be planting their
first church in six months to a
year. What's more, native mis­
sionaries rarely require special
schools for their children, for­
eign-style housing and diet, or
a higher standard of living that
alienates and divides them
from those they hope to reach.

Does this mean that I believe
there is absolutely no need for
Western missionaries on the
field? Of course not. There are
some Western missionaries
who are still winning souls,
making disciples, and planting
churches—but these are the 

exception rather than the rule.
As we plan for the coming
decade, we must not base our
general policies on these ex­
ceptions to the rule.

Nor should policies be based
on cherished myths and fanta­
sies about the effectiveness of
Western missionaries, given the
wonderful contribution they
made to world evangelism
during the colonial era. The
political reality of most Third
World mission fields now pre­
vents Westerners from having
a fruitful ministry.

Funding the Critical
Needs

The real needs of front-line
non-Western missionaries are
usually a surprise to Americans
and Europeans. Western mis­
sionaries generally go to the
field with a shipping manifest
thatdiffers radically from what
a native missionary would
want or need. Western mis­
sionary strategists, in their air-
conditioned office towers, also
come up with some rather bi­
zarre theories about what we
need on the mission field.

Any study of the 12,000
unreached people groups
identified by the Lausanne II
Statistics Task Force will show
that most of these people are
still located in remote rural ar­
eas. They are frequently living
without electricity. More than
onebillion of them are illiterate.

The critical needs for reach­
ing them—the tools most in
demand on the mission field—
are primitive and simple. Most
often, our missionaries need
gospel flip charts rather than
video studios; bicycles, not
automobiles; bullhorns rather
than elaborate public-address
systems. On a day-to-day basis,
it is still Bibles, cassette tapes,
films, and tracts that are most
requested—not community
development, seminaries or
even evangelistic training pro­
grams from the West. And the
greatest need of all is usually
for $45 to $90 a month—the
support most native mission­
aries need to care for their
families while they carry the
gospel into unreached villages.

If planning for missions is
based on a field perspective, 

we will go back to basics before
launching highly sophisticated
plans that require outside
technology, equipment, edu­
cation and supplies.

Renewing a Church-
Based Mission Program

If Third World missions
don't need Western missionary
staff, technology, and educa­
tion, what can Westerners do
to help them in the coming
decade? 1 would suggest that
believers in the West need to
review their whole approach
to missions and go back to
building a church-based mis­
sion program around the
teaching of Acts 1:8: "You will
receive power when the Holy
Spirit comes on you; and you
will be my witnesses in Jeru­
salem, and in all Judea and
Samaria, and to the ends of the
earth."

Four implications of Jesus'
words come immediately to
mind:

1. Renew an emphasis on
missions.

The Acts 1:8 model presents
a church that is involved in the
Great Commission at home and
abroad simultaneously. It is a
healthy, witnessing church.

Most Western communities
now include large groups of
non-Westerners, many of
whom—students, refugees,
visitors—will eventually return
to their home country. If
Christians in the West really
have a vision for winning the
world, you will reach out in
intentional witness to these al­
iens, hoping to send them back
to their own lands as born-
again, disciple-making believ­
ers.

2. Become informed inter­
cessors.

Although many mission
fields are now closed to West­
ern missionaries, you can still
become expert prayer partners
with native missions, lifting
them up as they move out to
win their own people to Christ.
Hang world maps in your
home, display photographs of
the native missionaries you
support, and pray daily for
them.

3. Pass along a missions vi­
sion to the next generation.
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The children of the 1970s and
1980s, a new generation in the
West, are growing up without
a vision for the Great Com­
mission and missions. They
need to be taught, both by ex­
ample and formally, about the
needs of the lost world. This
new generation should be en­
couraged to experience short­
term mission projects and de­
velop a burden for the lost and
dying world.

They need to learn the reali­
ties of missions today and be
challenged to participate in
world missions and evange­
lism, even though they may not
be required to offer themselves
for overseas service in the same
way as past generations did.

4. Learn about suf f eringand
sacrifice for Christ. In a world
obsessed with the love of se­
curity, material things, and
money, it is important that
Christians in the West start to
choose deliberately to live out
New Testament discipleship.

The gospel has much to say
about simple living, the use of
material wealth, and the love
of money. If you in the West
will begin to sacrifice con­
sciously for missions, I believe
you will have a larger impact in
the 1990s than you ever would
have had by actually going
overseas.

Around the world, indig­
enous missions and believers
are preparing to move out in
the most exciting evangelistic
efforts of our times. We who
are in leadership are praying
that missions-minded Chris­
tians in the West will move with
the Spirit and join us in this
work. We pray that Western
Christians will humble them­
selves and ask the (Strategic
question, "How, Lord, can the
unreached people best receive
the Good News?"

• K.P. Yohannan is founder and
president of Gospel for Asia, an
indigenous missions agency that
presently supports 3,700 native
missionaries in ten countries. He
has written two books, The
Coming Revolution in World
Missions and The Road to Real­
ity. This article first appeared in
"World Christian".

Government Funding
by Don Stewart

of a practical nature did not
drive us to a closer analysis of
the issues of social justice. These
movements for social justice,

*n.ce 1954 when the then
Jib Menzies Government

Put in place the first
Commonwealth program to
assist in the development of
homes for aged care such
funding has developed into a
major Commonwealth budget
expenditure.

It is important that some
evaluation should be made of
the long-term effect that this
funding program hashad upon
Churches of Christ in Australia.

Prior to 1954 at least two of
our state cConferences had be­
gun work in the provision of
aged care homes. Victoria was
well advanced in the provision
of facilities and Queensland
had a fledgling development
in this area.

Eachofourstateconferences,
with the exception of Tasma­
nia, has set up a department for
the provision of aged care
homes. In some state confer­
ences these departments are
exclusively for aged care, while
in some others it forms part of
a wider provision of care.

The problem posed by the
development of aged homes
was that they were, and are,
major capital cost items and,
without assistance, their de­
velopment would have been
very slow indeed. From 1954,
with Commonwealth Govern­
ment funding assistance, there
was steady building of new
homes as either nursing homes
or hostels.

It was not until the Whitlam
Governmentin theearly 1970s,
when the Government acceler­
ated the development of aged
care homes by the injection of
greater amounts of funding on
much more generous terms,
that there was a general
breakout of new proposals for
the provision of aged care
homes.

At that time most state con­
ference departments involved
in aged care provision slipped
into top gear and began the
construction of more homes.
Thegenerous funding program
was short lived and the basic 

conditions moved back to what
they had been. There might
have been a slowing of devel­
opment had the idea of resi­
dent-funded units not come on
the scene. This meant acceler­
ated development of unit ac­
commodation in some states.

More recently the need to
overcome the problems of a
looming aged population
blowout has meant the govern­
ment has been placing increas­
ing emphasisonboth homeand
community care programs and
on the building of hostels for
the frail aged.

What this has meant for
Churches of Christ has been
that we have grasped the op­
portunity to make the gospel
live practically by the provi­
sion of care to people in need. It
has had an important effect of
moving our people from merely
"talking" to the practical deliv­
ery of care to people.

What has been surprising is
that this desire to deliver care

clea rly visible in an earlier ti me,
arose more recently as reactions
to the provision of care.

What is quite noticeable is
that care provision has been
driven by Commonwealth
Government priorities in the
aged care field. Few state con­
ferences provide care beyond
the aged care field.

Our involvement in aged
care has provided the opportu­
nity for such people as Dick
Davies from Western Australia,
Don Stewart from Queensland
and Trevor Giles from Victoria
to have a significant input into
Australian national policy on
the care of the aged.

It is difficult to see what im­
pact this involvement has had
on giving by our church mem­
bers. I suspect that it has not
had a great influence on those
giving patterns, but influences
for change have come from
other sources.

• Dr Donald E. Stewart is Execu­
tive Director of the Qld Churches

48 Madigan Drive
Glen Waverley 3150
Phone (03) 561 5879

o IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, Bcom
o BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
o REGISTERED TAX AGENT
• Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wilis,
° Taxation, Personal Injuries,
° Business and Company Law
*10 Best Street
o North Fitzroy 3068
° Phone (03) 481 0854

Church of Christ
Echuca

‘‘Celebrating 100 Years”
Sunday, 18 November, 11 am
Guest Speaker: Andrew Ball

All former members and friends are invited
to attend

Light luncheon provided
Come and help us celebrate

Secretary Peter Hipwell (054) 82 4884_______ _ _______ >
3 November 1990
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Ministers* Workshop

Maximising Your
Ctairclh Office

Sectreftany
by Rod Brown

Growing Spiritedly

WammgjsS
by Kaye Wray

Why have a Church
Office Secretary?
A Clear Goal

Christ had a clear goal for his
ministry. It was said of him
that "he had his face set stead­
fastly towards Jerusalem". We
need the same resolution about
our ministry, and as we set our
face to a goal, voluntary staff
and paid staff assist us in
reaching it. For example, my
ministry goal is—

• to share the Christian Good
News with individuals, ex­
tending Christ's invitation to
join the Kingdom; and

• to equip others to do the
same.

My primary goal is not to
have the greatest newsletter, or
bethebest letter writer. Church
office secretaries use their
ministry gifts to enable minis­
ters to keep their faces stead­
fastly set towards their pri­
mary goal.
A Clear Purpose

• To free ministers to meet
primary goals, e.g. for preach­
ing, visitation and equipping.
There are many administrative
tasks in a growing church, and
while each is important in itself
many cannot justify taking up 

the ministers' time. There are
others who have the gift of ad­
ministration but they may not
have the gift of evangelism,
teaching or pastoring.

• Administering a church
office that provides a centre
point for the ministry of the
church. Our church worship
services are the front windows
for the local church but minis­
try happens all through the
week. There are many minis­
tries that make up the body of
the church. A church office that
is staffed by a secretary can be
the nerve centre from which
needs are made known, infor­
mation given, contacts made
and communication networks
fostered and enabled.

« To encourage and co-ordi­
nate volunteers. The secretar­
ies' ministry also needs to have
an equipping role. Their pri­
mary purpose is to maximise
the ministers' ministry, but on
the other hand not to takeaway
from other ministries in the
church. Church secretaries can
help ministers by assisting, in­
forming and equipping others
in their ministries. All the pos­
sible tasks below can be the
responsibility of office secre-

O
o you have a squeaky
gate, a barking dog or
ultra-sensitive hearing

to warn you that someone is
approaching your home?

Christian musician David
Meece talks about his mother's
car muffler, which warned him
that Mum was almost home
and he had a certain number of
seconds to put away the "for­
bidden" country and western
music he would play when she
was out of the house. On her
return he would be dutifully
practising his classical music
or doing something equally
commendable!

Some years ago the Rev. Dan
Armstrong told how he be­
lieved God challenged him on
whether he was more con­
cerned about his reputation
among men or with God.

Immediately he responded
with, "You, Lord!" but contin­
ued prompting madehim think
the question through. Of course
he wanted to believe that God
was first in his life and since it
was to him he was ultimately 

taries but also some can be del­
egated, thus helping others to
play their part in God's service.

What Can Office
Secretaries Do?

Their ministry can include:
• Typing letters on Monday

to all visitors attending Sun­
day's services.

• Typing and distributing
absentee follow-up sheets for
elders.

• Posting and distributing
the weekly newsletter to ab­
sentees.

• Phoning and making ap­
pointments for ministers.

• Answering phone calls and
vetting them.

• Editing and printing the
newsletter.

• Roster reminders.
• Minute printing and circu­

lating.
• Ministers'correspondence.
• Protecting ministers from

small detail.

answerable he tried to live a
life pleasing to God. On the
other hand, his reputation with
others was very important and
something he guarded jeal­
ously. Then God "hit below the
belt": what about his thoughts?

And Dan said he had to ad­
mit that there were thoughts
that had passed through his
mind that he would be morti­
fied if another human being
knew. Yet God already knew
them and he hadn't been wor­
ried about that at all.

David Meece's message,
coupled with Dan's story, re­
mind us that we don't get
warning bells to let us know
that God is watching or listen­
ing. He knows us more inti­
mately than any human being.
Perhaps it's a bit like, "You can
fool the people about who you
are, but you can't fool God."

It's just as well he not only
knows us better than anyone,
but loves us better, too.

° Kaye Wray is va member of the
Owen, SA, CombinedCongregation.

• Keeping records and fil­
ing.

° Printing pamphlets, direc­
tories and programs to aid
communication and evange­
lism.

In Conclusion
Whatever is done in the

church office no matter how
menial or important, is done in
the name of the Lord Jesus
Christ to enhance and extend
his ministry.

• Rod Brown is a member of the
ministry team at the Knoxfield,
Vic, church.

Edited by Brian White, Field
Director of the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development and
the Federal Board of Christian
Education.

GUARANTEED USED CARS

kdiyrae Meter*
658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127

AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS
Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in” let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS tMCT 4376
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•Peter Downes, Andrew Stanford,
Rose Zeiler, Scarborough, WA
• Herb Cann, Stephen Martin,
Ormond, Vic ’Mary Street,
Hampstead Cardens, SA ‘Kerry
Hillyard, Bundaberg, Qld ‘Helen
Lane, Brooklyn Park, SA ‘Adam
Hill, Fiona McKenzie, Naomi
Hough, Darren & Vicki Collihole,
Janet Barry, Portland, Vic ‘Natalie
Roberts, Eddie Paulsen,
Nunawading, Vic ‘Ralph & Ruth
Hall, Carnegie, Vic ‘Sarah Baines,
John Duncan, Kalamunda, WA
•Vicki Lanyon, Henley Beach, SA

•WendyTumer to Kevin McKenzie,
Portland, Vic ‘Ruby Fordham to
Gordon Clark, Oakleigh, Vic ‘Vicki
Duff to Richard Halleday, Jenny
Patterson to Chris Dungey,
Bordertown, SA

gWQGfls
•Jack Pemberton, North Essen-
don, Vic ‘Judith Yarde, Scarbor­
ough, WA ‘Bert Miles, Mrs Hilda
McMillan, Ormond, Vic ‘Horne
Brown, Bundaberg, Qld ‘MrsMay
Jory, Carnegie, Vic ‘Ashley Morrall,
Alice Hodges, Oaklelgh, Vic
•Lyndsay Riggall, David Rhodes,
Port Macquarie, NSW

€ Cd <3 ki §
Tuggeranong:Changeoflocation.
The church now meets at St
Thomas', Boddington Crescent,
Kambah, at 9.30 am.

■ Kooringal 1991
| Available for small residen- |-
I rial groups (6-14 persons), i
‘ church, social, family. Self- ‘
| catering. Lawn tennis court, |
j spa. From $20.00 per night .
I per person. Twin-share I

rooms. Situated at |
Williamstown, SA.

i Enquiries: Kevin Harvey !
i (085)24 6196.

Regional Church
of Christ

Greensborough
25th Anniversary

2 December
10 am service

speaker:
Brian White

Followed by lunch

to Brisbane?Top Value House for Sale
4 Bed™om Immaculate Home
• Ton U?ntenance
ChurJh m onJn Tarrlglndl

(lurch member selling at
$150,000

Ished Bn option
Enqumes-John Sheriff

51 Cotswold Street
Carina 4152

Phone (07) 398 7007
A Good Buy-

Vacant Early 1991

Christian Fellowship Association
Victoria

Annual Meeting
Notice to subscribers and agents

Tuesday, 27 November
Surrey Hills Church of Christ

1 The Avenue, Surrey Hills
Commencing with dinner

at 6.30 pm
Guest speaker: Des Purnell

RSVP to Vai Bush
on (03) 6621411

Serendipity
wishes to invite you to a
Cabaret Night/Worship

6 pm, 25 November
at the

East Kew
Church of Christ
enr Windella Ave

and Valerie St
Guest Artists: "Yurana"

Australian Soldiers1

Contributions may be
made to:

Australian Soldiers1
Chapel Appeal
Freepost 123

Kapooka, NSW 2661
All donations of $2 or more

are tax deductible
The AuitnlUn Sotdim’ ChV«' A’K’Aj’
an exempt fund under teclion 78111W
(viii) of tne Income Tax As segment Act

26 December to
5 January 1991

11
Days
for

$325
Independent Travellers $220
Inclusive: Return transport on fully , I
air-conditioned coaches, full ”
accommodation and all meals. 1K
Special Guest Speakers) John Smith & David Wralght
Guest Artists: State of Mind
Special package for Youth
Leaders: Any Youth Leader who
is able to bring 9 young people
from their church or outreach
area, and who is willing to act
as a cabin leader, will Be able to
go to the Gold Coast Camp for
free. For further details contact
YFC nowon (03) 887 9199.

Minister Required
ThcRichmondChurehofChrist,

in a suburb of Nelson on the South
Island, New Zealand, has a va­
cancy for a fully trained and
qualified minister for a full-time
position.

We seek a person who is well
experienced and skilled in all as­
pects of the Churches of Christ
ministry. He must be capable of
developing the present congrega­
tion, which consists of many eld­

erly members and the nurturing of
the youth within the church, and
tohavea vision toguide the church
into the 1990sonaplanned growth
path. In return, the church will
provide caring and supportive
management, a manse and a sal­
ary in accordance with experi­
ence and qualifications.

For a job description and a copy
of the job requirements, write to
Mrs Jean Mulhearn, 20 Fauchelle
Ave, Richmond, Nelson, NZ, by
25 November.

CHRISTIAN YOUTH TRAVEL ASSOCIATION, with offices at
Homebush NSW, a youth accommodation centre at Cooma
NSW and a reception and training facility at Silverwater NSW,
seek to locate, interview and appoint

A UNIQUE PERSON
This special person would give guidance, training and
leadership to a team of young adults who support, in a
voluntary capacity, the work of CYTA

He will also bring wise counsel to the full-time staff and Board
of Directors of CYTA

Experience in a Pastoral role and/or other similar areas of
Christian endeavour is a pre-requisite, whilst formal training
would be a decided advantage.

Christian Youth Travel Association is an exciting Ministry to
young people and the successful person will have those
special qualities that today's young people seek in their
leaders.

Whilst an applicant who is ordained to The Ministry and
married would be preferred, others who may have suitable
experience will be condsidered. Commencement date is early
1991.

Written application in complete confidence to:

The Chairman, Mr Stuart Gow
Christian Youth Travel Association Ltd

c/- D.R. Gow and Company
Level 11,30 Clarence Street
SYDNEY NSW 2000

P.S. You may not be the unique person, but you may know
one. Suggest they look at this advertisement.

3 November 1990
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Obituaries

Obituaries are limited to 100
words

Copping, Marjorie Jessie
(25.9.90) Born to Alfred and Mabel
Shepherd of Balaklava, Marjorie
grew up on the family farm, learning
elocution and music. In 1953 she
entered COB and always remained
a loyal supporter. She served the
WCTU in Adelaide and as Camp
Mother at Longwood. In 1960 she
married Bob Copping and moved
to Lucindale, where she served in
leadership at Naracoorte C of C
and Lucindale UC. It is a tribute to
her faith that when Bob died in
1977 she continued to be an in­
spiration to others. Marjorie was a
generous, hospitable woman,
whose courage in the face of ad­
versity was an example to all.

—Grant Simpson

Dickson, Henry William
(26.8.90) Born at Bacchus Marsh,
Vic, 1900, Harry Dickson served in
France in World War I. He returned
to The Basin and was working in a
lemon grove when a group of
young people on their way to a
Sunday School picnic asked for di­
rections. Among the group was
Ivy. That's how Ivy and Harry met.
They lived in Coburg where Henry
was a monumental mason. Harry's

life revolved around hisfamily, work
and church. In 1962 they moved to
Ivanhoe, in 1965 Rosebud and re­
cently at Emmaus, the C of C home
at Murrumbeena.Asteady, patient
and kindly man, Henry is survived
by his wife, his sons Ray and Fred,
seven grandchildren and seven
great-grandchildren.

Pemberton, Jack
(20.9.90) jack was a stable multi­
talented disciple. He and Edna lived
in the one home throughout their
married life. He began as an ap­
prentice at Kinnear's Rope Works
and rose to be purchasing officer.
He joined the church at North
Essendon, Vic, and became one of
its most overworked and faithful
servants. He was Sunday School
Superintendent, Boys' Explorer
leader, bus driver, board member,
elder, friend and counsellor. He
was well-known as the red-coated
Chief Marshall at the Royal Show
and was Vice-President of the
Doutta Galla Bowing Club. Hisearly
death was due to almost forgotten
contact with asbestos. His loving
care was shared with Edna, his
family (John and Claudia, Wayne
and Margaret, Ruth and Stephen
and six grandchildren) and more
close friends than can be counted.

—AEW

L.M.C.T.
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

7.00 p.m.

Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

SCARBOROUGH (Nigel Merrick)
Folkenjoyed "Spring Bus Excursion"
organised by Lally Butt... Half night
of prayer held for Fred & Sandy Hay
regarding future missionary service
... Brad Parker, Bob Plumb, Fred
Hay & Ray Jenner ably filled pulpit
while our minister on holidays ...
Great joy at recent baptisms.
KALAMUNDA (John Thornhill,
Mark Proud, Paul Sanders, Guy
Roberts) Preparations in hand for
World Mission Week—theme "The
Challenge Before Us". Guest
speaker Rev. Paul Chang of Chris­
tian Nationals Evangelism Com­
mission, Singapore ... Some 100
attended church family camp at
Lake Cooloongup. Guest speaker
Kel Willis from Christian Growth
Ministries, Sydney ... Ladies Spring
Seminar with Andrew & Norma
Stout centred on relationships.
Program included times for dis­
cussion, workshops & ministry.

DULWICH-ROSE PARK UNITED
PARISH (Rob Williams, Roger
Brown) Family quiz night raised
$200 for Mulgrave College ...
Parenting service, for which chapel
(traditional) & hall congregations
combined, was immense success;
many non-member parents present
... Parish congratulates its UC
minister Rob Williams & wife Colette
on safe though early arrival of their
third son, born 16 October.
HAMPSTEAD GARDENS (Keith
Ridge) Old pews (ex-Norwood
church) replaced by modern seat­
ing ... Contemporary family service
now able to meet in chapel in
"church-in-the-round" format ...
Successful Sunday School anniver­
sary service withJimKeatch & Mark
Barnett... Contact with Cambodian
families through provision of free
English classes ... Walking group
for fitness & pleasure commenced
..."Relationships" themefor church
camp at Stansbury.
BROOKLYN PARK (G. Shaw) Phyl
Webber & wife Maureen to com­
mence ministry Feb. 1991 ... New
system to elect elders. 80% vote,
no limit on number ... Speakers
am: Herb Prime, Jeff May (Overseas
Mission) ...Tennis: five junior teams,
four senior teams with Brooklyn
Park Uniting ... Family social by
Spectrum youth ... Interact—BBQ,
games—bridge to couples ... 50
plus group meets monthly.
HENLEY BEACH (Brian Hill) The
church witnessed baptism of Vicki
Lanyon during Giris' Brigade pro­
gram. A joy to leaders, church
members & many visitors ...

Women's Fellowship celebrated
birthday with "Country Evening".
Guest Mrs Thompson spoke on
"Experiences of a Country Organ­
ist" ... Many shared in combined
Western Districts service. Church
stretched to capacity of seating.
Guests from India Sam Mantode &
Bhimrao Thavare. A great night.

K]§W
COFFS HARBOUR (Steve Rogers)
Six teenagers baptised at special
service held at site of future build­
ing. Tree planting took place with
each participant's tree noted for
posterity ... Current minister Steve
Rogers retiring at end of year. Kevin
Simington, presently senior minis­
ter at Engadine, NSW, will begin
January 1991 ... Luncheon held to
celebrate Win Brown's 70th birth­
day. Over 60 attended ... Plans
underway for newchurch building.
ALBURY (A. Wilson, A. Blyth)
Special musicians service in August
... Camp in September. One deci­
sion for Christ... Visits from Allan
Windley (Christian Blind Mission),
Gideons & Covenant Players ...
Chapel renovations allowing one
9.30 am service completed ... 63rd
Sunday School anniversary ...
Stepping Out in Faith 19-21 Oc­
tober to be followed by retreat ...
Three preparing for baptism in
November.
PORT MACQUARIE(Barry Brown)
Barry and Judy Brown to end 8
years ministry at end of 1990. They
will remain in area, as Barry is to
take position of Director of Ufeline
Mid Coast... Kym and Milly Steele
to commence ministry in January
1991. Kym comes from Institute
for Contemporary Church Leader­
ship, Wollongong ... Church sad­
dened by deaths of foundation
member Lyndsay Riggall and of
David Rhodes.

Moving to
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Morning service 11 am
(03)428 4844

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Rd,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low taritT
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 890 2443
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NORTH ESSENDON (Graham &
Bev Burg an) Youth group took part
musically at church anniversary....
Annual showbag packing con-
eluded with 128,000 bags packed.
Strathmore, Essendon, Keilor East
& Kensington Network helped ...
Chapel packed 30 September at
memorial service for elder Jack
Pemberton who died 23 Septem­
ber ... Special evening youth serv­
ice held ... Ladies brought grocer-
iesCWFOctobermeeting ...George
Rowlings & David Ploog hospital­
ised.
CHELSEA (I. Whitelock) Guest
speakers have included Brian Good
(Bible Society), Andrew Ball
(DMED), Howard Barnden, Ian
Tippett (DMED) & Lyndsay Smith
during minister's holidays... House
group fellowships organised for
three weeks on common interests:
music, travel & tall stories ...
Monthly Friendship Hour held at
Patterson Lakes. 70 attended ...
Springtime service included floral
display & gifts of food for needy...
Millie Warne in rehabilitation after
hip replacement.
ORMOND (G. Stibbe, M.
Adamson) Tea table services well
attended ... More children attend­
ing Bible School ... Bible study,
prayer groups continue... Interna­
tional dinner great success. Eight
nationalities represented. 200 at­
tended. All auxiliaries involved in
concert ... Interesting format
evening services, encouraging visi­

tors & contacts. Younger people
^tending ... Teen Scene share tea,
Biblestudy...Lowanna Singers fea­
tured in October... Fair great suc­
cess ... Bethany Village project well
under way.
PRESTON (T. Armstrong) At re­
cent church AGM thanks were ex­
tended to retiring Treasurer Les
Stirling for his many, many years of
service ... Recent Sunday speakers
have been Helen Hall (CWF Presi-
de™) & Creg Elsdon (lecturer
CCTC)... 14 folk enjoyed a five-day
tnp to the Grampians ... Ladies
attended Australian Church
Women World Community Day at

HAMILTON (Ray Eldridge) In­
spiring messages by Sonny Pillay
during weekend mission. Friday
coffee morning & evening coffee
shop, Saturday men's breakfast,
afternoon teaching time, evening
rally. Quite a number of recom­
mitments at Sunday morning
service. Excellent attendance at
Sunday evening service, one re­
commitment. Many expressed joy
over weekend activities & messages
... Meetings held regarding finan­
cial situation if Portland subsidy
withdrawn.
PORTLAND (R. Hough) Recent
speakers Fred & Betty Anderson,
Don Smith ... Church blessed by
crusade with Sonny Pillay with many
rededications... Minister attended
seminar at Wollongong in October
... New leadership in coffee shop in
Portland... Coffeeshop in Heywood
launched during PillayCrusade.Also 

craft mornings for further outreach
... Starting fortnightly Kid's Club
26 October.
NUNAWADING (E. Keating, D.
Hamilton, J. Wright, L Smith, A.
Spoelder) Welcome dinner for new
worshippers... Bike hike organised
by Ray de Jager ... Art-craft­
collectables display & sale ...
Function room completed ...
Creche dedicated in memory of
Arnie Miles ... New group TNT
(Twenties & Thirties) for single
young adults ... Divorce Recovery
Seminar presented by Cheryl
Johnson ... Surrey Road Fete for
Others raised S4,400 for overseas
poverty relief & Blackburn High
School chaplaincy.
CARNEGIE (Norma Hall) Good
Companions, "Kidsmin" presented
special program on Children's
Sunday under leadership of T.
Kennedy ... Husband & wife bap­
tised ... Jack Giles speaker on Bible
Sunday ... Members enjoying
"Victoria GROW" studies ... Hun­
garian Fellowship meeting in chapel
one Sunday each month ... CWF
afternoon group celebrated 77th
birthday ... Church saddened at
sudden death of May Jory ...
Monthly 5 pm tea & study/video
well attended.
OAKLE1GH (LS. Dewberry) Jack
Edwards accepts ministry call
commencing February 1991 ...
74th anniversary celebrated 21
October. Tom Slater spoke. Offer­
ing of $903 ...Church regrets deaths
of Ashley Morrall & Alice Hodges...
Representatives from Inter-Church

Council attended service ...Gifts of
soft toys received by Hospital
Committee representative ... Cas­
serole luncheon served on 21 Oc­
tober ... Marriage of Ruby Fordham
& Gordon Clark celebrated in
chapel on 27 October.

@D<s)
ANN ST, BRISBANE Bush dance &
progressive dinner held recently.
Great success. Everyone enjoyed
themselves ... Successful youth
camp held at Mt Tambourine ...
Church & Sunday School anniver­
saries celebrated recently. A lot of
effort put into all items ... Musical
group participated in anniversary
... Interstate visitors welcomed over
State/Federal Conference week ...
Congratulations to Narelle &
Andrew Low on birth of Anthony
David.
BUNDABERG (Allan Leane) Kerry
Hillyard, Ron Barlow, Jean
Hewerdine, Adrian Francis,
Cweneth O'Sullivan & Vernette
Hillyard welcomed to fellowship ...
Bob Hobson (Keswick speaker)
Committeefinaliseddetails...DCDE
supply bridging funds... Leaders &
children at Camp Cal ... Bikes-for-
Bibles riders Derek James & Stephen
Knights home safe ... Deputation
to Council on future development
rezoning application ... 67th anni­
versary church in Bundaberg & third
atTwyford Stin November...AGM
28 November under new by-laws.
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elaide, midway be­
tween the city centre
and the coast, near the
airport. Many of its
houses were built fol- ODDWfes
lowing World War II.
Its population con-
tainsa high proportion
of people in their 60s
and 70s, but younger
families are now

Park

The Rappers then
meet on Saturday
evening.

Flinders Park's
minister for the past
two years has been
Keith Miller, who,
with his wife Meredith
and primary-school­
aged children, Ian,
Tony and Rosalie,
came from service
overseas in Zaire with
the Africa Inland Mis­

moving into the area.
The Church of Christ, too, is predomi­

nantly older people, many retired but still
very active, but there are a reasonable
number of young families, children and
young people and a few young marrieds.
The numbers are stable but set to rise. The
church was built about 30 years ago, and
consists of a chapel, other rooms and a
large hall, which was used for showing
films many years ago.

Two services are held each week: a fairly
traditional service at 10 am, attended by
about 90, and a more contemporary serv­
ice at 6.30 pm, which attracts 30 in the
winter and 40-50 in summer. The evening
service is supported by instrumentalists,
and is led by a different person each week.

Flinders Park has many activities dur­
ing the week. On Tuesday nights the Boys'
Brigade meets and there is also a Bible
study group. The ladies have their Bible
study on Wednesday, and the Kids Club
meets later in the day. On Thursday eve­
nings there is a young adults Bible study,
andon Friday evenings the "Rappers" (the
older teenage group) have a time of dis­
cussion and the younger teenagers meet.

sion. Once a teacher,
Keith trained at the Bible College of South
Australia before entering the ministry.
Lately Keith has been studying by corre­
spondence with CCTC. He obtained his
Diploma of Ministry and this month is
looking forward to obtaining a Graduate
Diploma in Ministry. This year the Miller
family moved into a manse closer to the
church.

A project of the Flinders Park church is
the sending of one of the young people,
Gavin Hedrick, overseas next year as part
of "Love Europe 1991" organised by Op­
eration Mobilization. After four weeks
training Gavin will go to a country of his
choice accompanied by someone who
knows the language for personal evange­
lism. The church is seeking to build on its
relationships with families in the commu­
nity, especially those connected with the
church through its programs for children,
which is seen as a springboard for reach­
ingout to thewidercommunity.Thechurch
has much to offer these people. It has a
caring atmosphere and older people who
are very welcoming and able to make
people feel comfortable.
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Church...................
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$.............................
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Signature..............................................................................

“The Australain Christian”, PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

Send “The Australian Christian” to—

Name........................................................

Address...................................................

Discipleship Is not a point
someone reaches. Rather, It Is a
process. I am a disciple If I am
one who Is moving with Jesus
and for Jesus, learning from him,
reaching out to others because
of him. —Leighton Ford
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Thewaytowipeoutafriendship is to sponge
on it.

The person who proves to be as meek as a
lamb usually gets into a stew.

It's not much use looking ahead unless you
walk that way.

*****
If absence makes the heart grow fonder, a lot
of people would miss church more than any
place in the world.

*****
Three little ink drops were crying because
their mother was in the pen and they didn't
know how long the sentence was going to
be.

*****
A minister was called upon to substitute for
the regular minister who had failed to reach
the church because of bad weather. The
speaker began by explaining the meaning of
a substitute: "If you break a window and
then place a piece of cardboard instead, that
is a substitute."
After the sermon, a member of the congre­
gation who had listened intently shook hands
and, wishing to compliment, said, "You were
no substitute. You were a real pane!"

*****
At the firm's annual dinner they asked the
head clerk from the sales department to say
grace. The clerk stood up and, almost without
thinking, intoned: "Dear Lord, we are in
receipt of your recent delivery of assorted
foodstuffs, and we trust that we will find the
goods satisfactory. We hope to give you
satisfaction and to retain the courtesy of your
continued custom. In anticipation of your
favourable report, we remain, your obedient
servants, Amen."

*****

Remember the good old days when
people prayed instead of sending a
fax?
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