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Studies), 1 in 4 girls is
sexually abused (in 98%
of cases by a known
male adult) before
reaching puberty and
the number of kids liv­
ing in our streets is ever
increasing, it would
seem that the stable "fa­
ther" image used by Je­
sus would not come
readily to everyone in
our communities.

In scripture we find a
wealth of images of the
Divine. Psalm 123 de­
scribes God in male-fe­
male parallelism. Yah­
weh is both our "mas­
ter" and our "mistress".
Proverbs 31 describes
Yahweh as the perfect
female house- maker,
whose concern reaches
beyond her own family
to the poor and needy, a
housemaker who is also
known for her articu­
lated wisdom.

In the prophets, par­
ticularly Isaiah and Jer­
emiah, we find the God
of the displaced peo­
ples, refugees and im­
migrants, a God who
travels with the desti­
tute, homeless and de­
pressed, a God who can
"be with" people who

of their own lives.
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A Little
Picture

for a Bog]

Fp-1 requently people,
p in all levels and

LI in various de­
nominations of the
Church, refer to God as
"Father". This is, of
course, a biblical image.
It was used by Jesus to
indicate the potentially
close relationship we
may experience wi th the
Divine God.

For those of us who
have, or have had, a
close and loving rela­
tionship with our bio­
logical fathers, the fa­
ther image of God
presents for us a caring
and intimate picture of
God. However, in real­
ity, there are many peo­
ple in our communities
who do not have a close,
healthy or good rela­
tionship with their fa­
ther. So what kind of
image of God do they
have when the word
"father" is so frequently
used to describ God?

There are many peo­
ple who have painful
life stories about how
they havebeen sexually
abused by their fathers,
brothers, uncles and
even church leaders.
How then do these peo­
ple respond to God the father? Many have
great difficulty, while others seek in God
the father that they never had in their
relationship with their own father. Some
choose to leave the church because they
feel isolated rather than being supported
and understood.

What do we find when we turn to scrip­
ture? In Mark's gospel, the first written,
we find there are four occasions when
Jesus called God "father". In John's gospel
written some sixty years later there are
about 130 occasions. Over a period of time
tradition developed an image of the fa­
therhood of God.

Jesus frequently used images that paral­
leled everyday life to help people grasp
the eternal mysteries that are beyond their
understanding. The images used by Jesus
didn't contain the truth but pointed to the
truth in a way in which we can begin to
gain some understanding.

What images of God would be helpful in
our current society? We need to look both
at our society and to the scriptures In a
society where 35% of first marriages end in
divorce (Australian Institute of Family

• What images of Cod
would be helpful in our

society?
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have lost control _________
Feminine images of God were also used

by Jesus.
In Matthew 13:33 and Luke 13:20-21

God's presence is likened to the yeast that
a woman took and mixed with flour. The
mother hen in Matthew 23:27 and Luke
13:34 portrays a feminine way of protec­
tion.

The intriguing story of the woman
searching for her lost coin (Luke 15) not
only indicates the female aspect of God,
but also reveals powerful woman. As in
our time, in Jesus' time the majority of
people living in poverty were women 3
woman who possessed money also p°5'
sessed power and influence.

Jesus also identified the divine with the
hungry, homeless, sick and imprisoned
(Matthew 25:31-46). Jesus disclosed his
messianic secret to the outcast, the Samari­
tan woman (John 4). Jesus turning over the
tables in the temple was a direct challenge
to the 'fathers" or leaders of institution3

religion that exploited people. (M3rK
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• Team from Hobart paints the Christian Centre at Normanton

A [Dream [Becomes a ttaiDStty
Len Black and Jeff Weston

of the Collins Street, Hobart,
Tas, church, were challenged
when they visited the Aborigi­
nal work at Normanton, in Far
North Queensland last year—
they believed God wanted
them to get together a team of
workers who would return
with them to Normanton and
paint the complete outside of
the Christian Centre.

This was a big dream! The
cost of travelling alone, from
Hobart to Normanton and re­
turn, was quite a sizeable
amount, let alone of the cost of
thepaint and other equipment,
including scaffolding, that
would be needed to undertake
such a big project.

At the time they felt that if
they could encourage one or
two other people to be part of
the project with them they
would be doing well.

Imagine their surprise after
sharing in an evening service
with the Collins Street congre­
gation when 26 people indi­
cated an initial interest in being
part of such a team.

Of this number 19 recently
made the long journey to
Normanton.

The team worked for 10
months raising funds through
various activities to assist with
the cost of travelling to

Norman ton and the equipment
purchase. The whole church
becameinvolved in supporting
the project.

Following negotiations with
minister Neil Ewart and the
Normanton church opportuni­
ties were made for Aboriginal
people to share with the team
about their culture and the
changes in their lives when they
became Christians. The team
were also asked to share
something of their lives and
faith. This proved to be a very
significant event in the lives of
those who travelled to
Normanton.

A vigorous series of Bible
studies on the theme "Be My
Disciples" was developed by
Jeff Weston as a daily devotion
book to be used each day before
breakfastby the team members.
As a result of this study and
sharing in community many of
the team returned to Hobart
spiritually recharged and ready
for local service.

Lyall Morris, Field Worker
with theQueensland Churches
of Christ Aboriginal and Is­
landers Christian Fellowship,
visited Normanton during the
team's stay to encourage and
share with the team. The team
deeply appreciated both the
times of sharing with Lyall
Morris, Neil Ewart, Bob

Walker and other Aboriginal
Christians at Normanton.

Thanks also to the generous
support of Howrah, Tas,
member Rance Barber and
Oldfields Paint Equipment,
costs of paint and equipment
were kept to a token amount
and all of the Normanton
buildings were able to receive
a new paint job.

Ansett Airlines were also
most generous in their support
of the team. They enabled the
team to fly with all their equip­
ment at a reduced cost. The
team was also able to visit the
churches in Mt Isa and Cairns,
sharing in both worship and
fellowship.

This dream come reality has
been an exciting faith-building
time in the life of the church
and as a result a bigger dream
has been given: a dream that all
of us live in harmony, treating
each other as true brothers and
sisters despite our race or skin
colour.

Will you help to make this
dream become reality?

A 30-minute video of the
team's trip to Normanton is
available from the Collins Street
church office to any who are
interested in encouraging their
own people to become involved
in such a project.

—Jeff Weston

a variety of biblical images of
God in our prayers and our
sermons and our children's
talks. What effect might it have
on our experience of God? A
God who is both male and fe­
male, strong and vulnerable,
powerless yet powerful.

Those who have been sexu­
ally, physically or emotionally
abused by males, would at last
be given an opportunity to find
some Divine images outside of
the masculine and powerful.
Alternative images of the Di­
vine maybe much more help­
ful than believing that the Di­
vine is more fully expressed in
the male person.

When, both as men and
women, we are in touch with
our power and powerlessness,
strength and vulnerability,
thoughts and emotions, we can
more fully express the spirit of
God which dwells within.
When we find appropriate ex­
pressions for all aspects of our
personalities it will be con­
structive for us as individuals,
as the church and as part o f the
whole community.

If we were able to more freely
express the variety of imagesof
God found in scripture I won­
der what would happen to the
structure of our churches, what
image would we project into
the community about the
church and how would this
broaden our individual expe­
riences of God?

Would it be too risky to em­
phasise the broad imagery of
God used both in the Old Tes­
tament and by Jesus? Perhaps
we would feel safer sticking
with the familiar father image
and maintainingthestatus quo?

• Des Purnell was ordained in
1978 after training for the min­
istry at the College of the Bible.
She had ministries at Traralgon
and Cheltenham, Vic. Currently
Des is the inter-church chaplain
at the Citymission Hospice in
North Fitzroy. Des is married to
Allan and together they have
established the "Dreaming Liz­
ard" retreat in North Warrandyte.
At the "Dreaming Lizard" Des
conducts retreats which focus on
women's faith experiences, in­
cluding issues related to sexual
abuse and faith.

Evangelical Weekend at Bathurst
The Bathurst, NSW, church

invited a most gifted speaker
on the weekend of 2-4 Novem­
ber. Jordan Jamieson came
from the Wesley City Mission
in Sydney.

Jordan opened his weekend
speaking to youth groups, not
only from our church, but also
others from within Bathurst as
well. An attendance of 50 was
expected, however 85 or more
young people came. Jordan
used a booklet called Knowing
God Personally to speak to the
audience and to reach out to
them concerning the message
of Jesus Christ and about his
death and resurrection.

Early Saturday morning
some 30 men arrived at the
church for a men's breakfast.
Jordan asked all those present
to fill in a small card to indicate
their stand with the Lord. The
atmosphere was relaxing and
encouraging to those men
present.

Later that afternoon the
church families and friends
came for an afternoon barbecue
held on the church grounds.
Most of the church families
came, the weather was warm
and all had a pleasant time.
Later in the evening Jordan I
spoke to the people while we ,
had supper in the church.

During the Sunday morning
service Jordan completed his
preaching with a very strong
message to the congregation.
Many people went forward,
either to dedicate their life to
Jesus ora rededication of their
life.

During the evening service
young people who had made
their commitment sometime
earlier were baptised in the
recently completed baptistry.

The young people were Tara,
Shevahn, Kate, Annette, Cclcia,
Jo and brother Ben, Jamie and
the pastor's own son Philip.

—Derek Fletcher
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Ctairelh Commences
Melbourne's new Korean

Churches of Christ congrega­
tion was inaugurated on 4 No­
vember at the Burwood, Vic,
church.

The chapel was crowded
with visitors and representa­
tives from the Melbourne Ko­
rean community. Both Presby­
terian and Uniting Church
Korean groups were repre­
sented. Each group brought
greetings and assisted in the
service. The sermon was
preached by Yoon Kak Uh,
minister of the Korean Church
of Christ in Sydney, NSW.

The development of the
church has been sponsored by
the Montrose congregation

under the leadership of minis­
ter Neil Galbraith, who has
given strong personal support
to the project.

Won Joon Park, the minis­
ter, is encouraged by the re­
sponse to date. He has given
much time to discipling new
peopleand reports contact with
a growing number of families.
Services are held at the
Burwood church from 12.30
p.m. each Sunday.

Won Joon may be contacted
at Lot 2, Townsend Road,
Montrose 3765, telephone (03)
728 3962.

The establishment of the
church is part of the CROP
initiative.

"Mission Os Possible" Teems
C^mp) Program

Matthew Webb (Brooklyn Park) Troy Bawden (Stirling)
Teryl May (Blackwood) and Carolyn Amos (Flinders Park)
gardening at the Andrewartha Retirement Village

Womem m AceftBomMore than 60 teenagers from
Adelaide, SA, and the south­
ern suburbs participated in a
"mission is possible" day as
part of the 1990 Teens Camp.
Young people ranging in ages
from 13 to 16 were involved in
a series of community projects
while they camped at
Longwood for a week in Sep­
tember.

One group helped the Stir­
ling Lions to deliver wood to
the elderly, another did vol­
untary work in the Stirling Li­
brary. Cleaninggutters foraged
pensioners, entertaining aged
people at the campsite for af­
ternoon tea, helping in the
Bridgewater CFS Auxiliary's
shop and at the Hill Commu­
nity Child Care centre were
also on the agenda.

Another group of campers
took intellectually disabled
people to the local botanical
gardens for a picnic, while two
other groups worked with the
ministers from the Stirling
Church of Christ and the
Sunset Rock Uniting Church.

Helping in the community
was seen as a way of teaching
the young people about the
Christian mission principle,
which is a broader concept than
just going to church on Sun­
days. The whole day was con­
sidered by the young people to
be a significant event in the life
of the camp and if the evalua­

tion forms are any guide will
remain in the minds of the
teenagers for a long time.

The Youth Ministries Com­
mittee of South Australia has
decided that in 1991 it will tar­
get, specifically, the whole area
of mission in the lives of young
people.

There is a growing trend in
youth groups away from the
entertainment-orientated pro­
gram to activities that enable
the young people to ground
their knowledge and belief in
thepractical application of their
faith. Significantly this a trend
coming from the young people
themselves, not from their
leaders. —Jim Keatch

Over 60 women from Victo­
rian churches gathered in the
newly renovated Function
Room at the Nunawading, Vic,
church on the evening of 26
October to share together in a
dinner prepared and served by
the Nunawading Catering
Committee.

The lovely meal, the elegant
surroundings and the pleasant
company assured a real social
occasion for sharing ideas and
learning together as Marjorie
Brough, a psychologist who is
working at present at Monash
University in the Faculty of
Education, presented her
thoughts on the psychological 

"messages" we give ourselves
during the course of our day-
to-day living.

Opportunity was given for
discussion on topics to be ad­
dressed by speakers on future
occasions. These ranged from
women's health issues, changes
in education and personal rela­
tionships to spiritual growth
and other topics of interest and
concern to women today.

The Resource Development
Committee of Christian
Women's Fellowship, which
organised the dinner, feels that
it is most important in these
times of change in society for
the church to provide a forum
for women to discuss issues of
faith and personal develop­
ment in suitable locations at
times that are convenient for
their busy lifestyles. Plans for
the future include dinners,
workshops and seminars on
relevant themes.

Enquiries for further infor­
mation may be made to Lois
Smith (Committee Convener).

For All Your Real Estate Needs
Watch This Space

PROMPT, PROFESSIONAL
AND PERSONAL SERVICE

Hurley & Associates Pty Ltd
Licensed Agents, MREI

496 Goodwood Road
Cumberland Park 5041
Phone (08) 373 3880
24-hour pager (08) 378 3112 Dean Sander
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Tonia Meares at the piano

trflairD&iKtoin)
Faces the

Harlaxton, Qld, have ap­
pointed Tonia Meares to the
position of part-time Director
of Music commencing 1991.

Tonia is the daughter of
TrevorMeares, well known for
his work with Outback Chris­
tians in Ministry.

After leaving school Tonia
spent two years with Corner­
stone at Emerald and
Hughenden.

For the past three years she
has been studying at the Uni­
versity College of Southern
Queensland for her Bachelor
of Creative Arts (Music),
studying piano and viola. On
completion of her course Tonia
received the award for the most
outstanding musician. She also
topped the State in her AMus A
exam.

As a part-time director of
music her responsibilities will
include improving the musical
life of the church by encourag­
ing and co-ordinating a choir
and/or musical groups, assist­
ing those playing in the serv­
ices, giving leadership to any
major musical presentations,
and working with the presi­
dents to enhance the morning
services. Tonia will take lead­
ership of a youth group and as

FireemairD
On 12 November Sir Geoff­

rey Foot was honoured in be­
ing admitted as one of the two
new Freemen of the City of
Launceston.

The Mayor of Launceston,
Aid Graeme Beams, presented
Sir Geoffrey and Tom Room a
casket containing a certificate
of admission to the honorary
Freedom of the City. They are
only the seventh and eighth
people to have received the
honour.

SirGeoffreysaid: "I wasmore
moved today than I was when
I was invested as Knight
Bachelor." He said he was so
moved because the honour was
bestowed "in my own city and

time allows assist others with
spiritual and musical input.

She will also assist Daryl
Thorpe with some pastoral 

among my own people—close
friends and associates".

SirGeoffrey wasadmittedas
an honorary freeman in recog­
nition of his distinguished
services to Tasmania and to
Launceston during his long
association with state and local
governments and charitable
and community service or­
ganisations.

Sir Geoffrey, who was
knighted by the Queen in 1984,
was the Legislative Council
member for Cornwall from
1961 to 1972 and was Leader in
the Council for Sir Angus
Bethune's Liberal Government
from 1969 to 1972.

He served as a member of 

work and will be available to
help with the women's work
when necessary.

the University of Tasmania
Council for 15 years and was
chairman of the council's fi­
nance committee.

He was a member of the
commission administering the
affairs of the former Lilydale
Council from 1983 to 1985.

Sir Geoffrey was secretary/
manager of the Launceston
Savings Investment and
Building Society from 1947 to
1968, chairman of theHECfrom
1987 to 1989 and is a trustee of
the Launceston City Mission.

Sir Geoffrey has been hon­
oured by being President of the
Vic-Tas Conference and has
been National Treasurer for the
Bible Society in Australia.

New Post ffoir
Principal

Dr Bill Tabbernee, pres­
ently Principal of the Churches
of Christ Theological College
at Mulgrave, Vic, has been
recommended as the next
President of the Phillips
Graduate Seminary in Enid,
Oklahoma, US A. If the offer is
con firmed, Principal Tabbemee
has informed CCTC that he will
relinquish the position of
Principal and move to the USA
in late March.

Dr Tabbemee has served
CCTC for 20 years, first as a
lecturer, and for the past 10
years as Principal. In that time
he provided inspirational
leadership not only to the col­
lege, but also to churches
worldwide. He played a major
part in the relocation of the
college to Mulgrave, and under
his leadership the college has
acquired a high-quality campus
and has undertaken significant
changes to its structures and
curricula.

Bill sees the move as a natu­
ral progress io n in using his gifts
in Christian ministry. It is in­
teresting that Phillips Graduate
Seminary was founded in the
same year as CCTC, 1907, and
that it bore the same name—
College of the Bible.

While the board of CCTC is
disappointed at losing Dr
Tabbemee, it congratulates him
unreservedly on the well-de­
served honour bestowed on
him by the American church
and wishes him and Sandra
every joy and success in their
new life.
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WCC to Acknowledge Australia as Aboriginal Land

—Barry Gordon

Summer Holiday Packages

GUARANTEED USED CARS

Helen

The Australian Christian
1 December 195°

There will be a moment of
suspense for World Council of
Churches representatives who
approach the worship tent
where the WCC Assembly be­
gins in February: Will they be
allowed in?

The answer to that question
will be made from the front
stage of the tent, where, already
seated, Aboriginal elders and
clergy will consider the request,
carried to them on a message
stick.

Should it seem like a fair
thing, an elder will beckon to
the waiting WCC procession,
who may then enter.

In this act, as throughout the
15-day gathering, it will be
abundantly clear to all who
participate that they are on
Aboriginal land. Caretakers
and custodians, it is the Abo­
riginal people who will finally
permit the event, and purify it
according to custom.

All who enter for the opening
worship will pass through a
shroud of smoke—believed to
cleanse the mind, body and
spirit. On each succeeding
morning, it willbeadidgeridoo
that summons all to worship.

The work of Aboriginal art­
ists will have continual promi­

in Years 5,6 and 7 will be run at
Camp Waterman, Monbulk
(6—10 January).

Ring Margaret at the De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development for
registration forms orinforma-
tion on (03) 662 2377. * 20

IBirSdlsnO
Parade

The popular Christian
economy summer holidays
available through the Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development are
gradually filling.

Two of the Banksia tent and
van holidays, on the beautiful
Banksia Peninsula on the banks
of Lake Victoria, still have a
few vacancies, but Banksia
Camp No. 2 is full. These
"camps" provide the main meal
of the day, giving the "family
cook" a real break. Banksia No.
1 (3-10 January) and No. 3 (21—
28 January) can each take sev­
eral families who are interested
in a 'laid back" Christian set­
ting and walking, swimming,
fishing or sailing.

Camp Acacia, Halls Gap, in
the magnificent Grampians,
has a family week (2-8 January)
and a singles and single-parent
family program (27 December-
1 January). Camp Acacia has
excellent budget accommoda­
tion with families/singles
housed in their own small
dormitories. The program in­
cludes walking, sight-seeing,
swimming and canoeing in
nearby lakes.

For the young, the Depart-
menthasyouthcampsatCamp
Acacia, Halls Gap (10-15 Janu­
ary) for 13 to 15 year olds, and
Camp Banksia (27 December-
2 January) for those 16 years of
age and over. A camp for girls 

6 (546)

Over 60 women gathered in
the Kalgoorlie,WA,church hall
for an evening of wedding
nostalgia. The women came
dressed fora wedding, the hall
was suitably decorated and
supper included a wedding
cake.

20 bridesmaids dresses and
17bridal gowns weremodelled,
covering the period 1952-1990.
Many of the go wns and d resses
were modelled by the original
wearers (often to their surprise).
The wedding gown of Vera
Gleeson, wornin 1935, wasalso
on display.

Wedding photos, marriage
registers and other memora­
bilia were on display.

"What to take on your hon­
eymoon" was presented by Lyn
Robinson and provided a very
humorous interlude for the
evening.

A memento was given to
each lady.

caughtup in prostitution. Next
stop was the top of the main
street where they prayed
against alcohol.

From there to Mt Gleddon
(only a hill) where they could
look out over the city. There
they prayed for the city.

The night concluded at 2 am
after the men had returned to
the church where they submit­
ted (and humbled) themselves
with the washing of each oth­
er's feet.

The comments from most of
the men were that instead of
being weary and tired, they
were exhilarated.

nence, but especially so during
a plenary session devoted to
the telling of the Aboriginal
story. Played in chronological
scenes, the story will be ac­
companied by vivid images of
dreamtime, invasion, genocide,
alienation, lost identity, hero­
ism, deaths in custody, and the
pride and dignity of the 1988
Australia Day march. Signifi­
cantly, the narrative will con­
clude with a plea for the future
in which other indigenous
peoples will be called on to the
stage.

The effects of invasion on
today's Aboriginal women and 

youth will be explored at spe­
cial pre-Assembly gatherings.
During the course of the As­
sembly proper, Aboriginal
Australia will retain a high
profile, with an art exhibition,
gift shop, meeting tent, partici­
patory ceremony and cultural
event.

Organiser AnnePattel-Gray,
who is head of the Australian
Council of Churches' Abo­
riginal and Islander Commis­
sion, believes the world church
will meet a formerly faceless
people of deep and abiding
faith.

Men's [Prayer Sira
Kalgoorlie

At 10:30 pm 20 men gathered
in the Kalgoorlie, WA, chapel
to pray.

After opening remarks and a
song, Andrew Kinney sug­
gested they sit or lie still before
the Lord for half an hour.

They then paired off for an
"Emmaus Walk", where they
shared and prayed with each
other.

Following this Andrew put
the men into four cars and they
went to three locations in the
city.

The first was a shopping
centre carpark near the broth­
els. Here they prayed for those

65 RD’ SURREY HILLS SI27
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Jennl Ashton, Graham Burgan, Andrew George, David Jolly, Milton Oliver, Nigel Pegram,
David Thompson and Paul Turton presenting for ordination

CCTC
(Grad] id aft Dorn

In a service of witness and
praise at Blackman Hall, Haw­
thorn, on 16 November, 800
witnessed the graduation from
the Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College of 24 students,
of whom eight were ordained
into ministry.

The service began with an
academic procession to a
trumpet voluntary played by
Bruce, Leigh and Karen Ver­
ity.

The musical program was
planned and co-ordinated by
college students Kathleen
Rochester and Michelle
Martine. "Let There Be Praise"
and "People Need the Lord"
by Kendra Boyd, Michelle
Martine and Christine Sharpe
enabled the worshippers to
share the spirit of celebration.

Following the Bible reading
by Jenni Ashton, 1990 Student
President, the College Com­
munity Singers declared their
commitment to Christ and to
his people in singing.

The occasional address was
delivered by Dr Muriel Porter,
religion writerand commenta­
tor, who warned against a sense
of pharasaical superiority that
allowed Christians to find their
security in "knowing the right
answers to the great mystery of
redemption".

In his review of the college
year the Acting Principal,
Graeme Chapman, expressed
the appreciation of the college
community for the modern
teaching facilities provided by
the generous financial support
of the churches and friends of
the college. He reported that
the contribution of Greg
Elsdon, the H.G. Harward
Lecturer in New Testament
Studies, had been greatly val­
ued by the students and the
churches since he joined the
faculty at the beginning of the
year. He announced the return
to the faculty in July of Harvey
Miller, who had spent the last
three years in postgraduate
studies in pastoral care at
Vanderbilt University in the
USA. He referred with grati­
tude to the contribution of the

staff and the generous support
of over 35 voluntary workers
who assist the college on a
regular basis.

Mr Chapman reported that
the college had enjoyed another
yearof record enrolments with
40 full-time students and 166
part-time students. He ex­
plained that, as a partner with
Whitley College, CCTC shared
the responsibility of training
some 500 students this year.
He also made reference to the
increasing number of students
undertaking postgraduate
studies and made special
mention of the Graduate Di­
ploma in Ministry program.

On a sadder note he an­
nounced with regret the resig­
nation of Ian Allsop, Lecturer
in Mission and Church Devel­
opment, who has recently been
appointed to the dual role of
National Secretary of the Con­
ference of Churches of Christ
in Australia and Secretary of
the Vic-Tas Conference.

Of special significance was
the news that the College
Principal, Dr W. Tabbemee
had indicated his intention to
resign from the end of March
1991 to take up the position of
Presidentof Phil lips Graduate
Seminary in Enid, Oklahoma.
Mr Chapman indicated that Dr
Tabbernee had made a unique
contribution to the college over
20 years, the last 10 of which he
had served as principal.

The newly elected Chairper­
son of the College Board of
Management, Dr John Bailey,
from the Doncaster, Vic,
church, congratulated the fol­
lowing graduating students on 

their achievements:
Certificate in Lay Ministry:

Mark William Riley; Associate
Diploma in Lay Ministry: Earle
Frederick Edward Martin; As­
sociate Diploma in Pastoral
Care: An thea Mary Thompson,
Robyn Belinda Walsh; Di­
ploma in Theological Studies:
Hazel May Thornton; Diplo ma
in Theological Studies (Hons):
Susan Joanne Benham; Di­
ploma in Ministry: Graeme
Robert Burgan, David Dixon
Jolly, Victor Cheong-Chew
Khor, Stephen Lindsay Rose,
David Kenneth Thompson;
Diploma in Ministry (Hons):
Jennifer Lee Ashton, Andrew
Watson George, Milton Roy
Oliver, Nigel David Pegram,
Kathleen Margaret Rochester,
Paul StephenTurton; Graduate
Diploma in Ministry: Kevin
William Berston, Roderick
Angus Brown, Carl Phillip
Clayden, Daryl William
Colless, Brian Holliday, Steven
Neil Kitto, William Stephen
McElwee, John Douglas Main,
Keith Miller, Barry Peter
Thygesen, Trevor David Wolfe;
GraduateDiplomain Ministry
(ICEM):Glenwyn Earl Wegner.

Paul Turton, speaking on
behalf of the graduating class,
testified to the fact that the
process of intensive theological
education and practical minis­
try training had resulted in
personal and spiritual growth
of the students, for which they
thanked God. Their lives had
changed as they applied in
daily living fresh insights and
understanding of God's love.

The ordination service was
conducted by Clive Ward, the
National President. Those or­
dained into ministry were Jenni
Ashton, Graham Burgan,
Andrew George, David Jolly,
Milton Oliver, Nigel Pegram,
David Thompson and Paul
Turton.

Found
A silver brooch was found

on the ground outside the
Robert Blackman Hall after the
CCTC graduation service on
16 November. If you have lost
this item of jewellery call (03)
546 0602 in the evenings to
describe the item and it will be
returned.

10 Best Street
North Fltzroy 3068
Phone (03) 481 0854

IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills,
Taxation, Personal Injuries,
Business and Company Law

48 Madigan Drive
Glen Waverley 3150
Phone (03) 561 5879
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Letters are limited to
200 words

Women and the 7th
Assembly of the WCC

To the Editor,
The 7th Assembly of the

World Council of Churches in
Canberra 7-20 February draws
near and the planning which
has been under way for some
years now becomes more ur­
gent. For the past two years a
group of women from member
churches have been planning
for publications concerning
women in Australia, a pre­
Assembly Women's meeting,
"Women's Time" (3-6 Febru­
ary) for women delegates (and
a selected group of men), and a
specific women's contribution
to the Assembly by and for
women—a tent to be located
on the ANU Campus,
"Womenspace". This will be
the site for rest, refreshment,
displaysand events for women.
A highlight promises to be the
Eucharist led by women in
Womenspace prior to the ple­
nary on the Decade of Churches
in Solidarity with Women.

As well as delegates and ac­
credited visitors, it is possible
for Australian Christians to
attend as "daily visitors", to
participate in Assembly
plenaries and the visitor's
program. As an "unregistered
visitor" it is also possible to
attend public events such as
daily and Sunday worship and
events such as those in the
Womenspace and Aboriginal
tents, concerts etc. For anyone
who can possibly be in Can­
berra at this time, this is a once- 
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in-a-lifetime opportunity to
experience'the breadth and
depth of the Christian church
in all of its cultural manifesta­
tions.

Such a massive undertaking
as the assembly cannot be
achieved without a great deal
of voluntary assistance. This
assistance needs to be co­
ordinated. Volunteers are re­
quired for both Women's Time
and Womenspace to provide
hospitality, routine office as­
sistance and general organisa­
tion. Some individual women
may be planning to attend as
visitors and can afford some
time to assist in the women's
activities. If any women's
groups would be able and
willing to assist, and wish to
provide a display, then Judy
Nelson-Clegg of the ACC in
Sydney is the person to contact.

—Rosslyn Reed
(Castle Hill, NSW)

conditions.
Raeline has written a small

book I Asked God Why? in which
she tells of her incredible jour­
ney of faith. Such a book should
be helpful to anyone like A.C.
Davey ("AC" 3 November)
who is seeking help and guid­
ance in understanding why
God allows the good to suffer
and die in tragic circumstances.

—Ron McLean
(Cowandilla, SA)

Second-Class Christians
To the Editor,

As just an ordinary second-
class Christian I have a burden
for the other second-class
Christians who doggedly come
to worship week after week.

We seem to be satisfied that
the Holy Spirit touched us in a
new and wonderful way when
we came to faith through no
effort of our own but by his
grace and loving care for us. Of 

course there are still rare and
fleeting moments when we
know his touch upon us and
are sure that he has smoothed
the way ahead, but I guess that
we don't rate as high as the
"first classers".

For instance we don't seem
to get much of a kick out of
singing single sentences or,
maybe two, over and over
again—so mething like the pop
singers do. There are times
when we even have to stop
singing a verse of an old hymn
because the grace of God
catches us unawares and you
just can't sing with a lump in
the throat and with misty eyes.

We never seem to want to
hold our hands up in the air
when we sing either. As a child
I was told by grand mother that
God was there, "up above the
bright blue sky". There are
some of us who believe that
God is in the very ground of

Faith and Sudden
Death

To the Editor,
Raeline Hawke and her

husband Noel have served as
missionaries with Missionary
Aviation Fellowship for over
20 years. They have experi­
enced heartache and question­
ing when a M AF planehasbeen
reported missing and later
found crashed in a remote area
of Papua New Guinea. They
have experienced Christian
sorrow when dedicated MAF
personnel have died through
illness. At the same time they
praise God for the wonderful
safety record of MAF pilots,
flying in extremely hazardous 
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(God Looks After trUSs Owen

7.00 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
Gospel Celebration

To the Editor,
When I was growing up it seemed to be assumed that God

would protect Christians from trouble and grief and hardship.
That was part of the deal. Serve the Lord and the Lord looked after
you.

There were of course troublesome exceptions. When a very
good person suffered badly or died prematurely people used to
shake their heads and say, "But he was so good!" as much as to say
that God was slipping on his job.

9^7 w°uld say about these exceptions that they were the
will of God. I could never work out how a good God could look
after most of us, but not protect a few, especially when they were
his best friends. Some friend!
in °w We d’d expect God t0 look after his own...that is
in Australia. We expected that it stopped there. We expected to
sionaries^Jd ng hardshiP and sometimes death of mis-
lonanes, and never questioned why these things happened.

^eeworldeButPwSedithere Was re,i8ious persecution aground
when ttev Ln °< -Y a*Sked wh7 God bad things happen

<ate a11 ™ G°d's LUCky

handle it and handle itLef^M glve US what ’his
own! •Maybe that's how God looks after his

_Tertius

1 December
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Mew USSR Law ©mi ReOBgion Passed]our being, and that what is in­
side of us responds most sig­
nificantly to him. However,
maybe if we stood on the pews
while we sing it may be more
acceptable than holding our
hands in the air.

And then our public pray­
ing—we don't seem to find it
necessary to add "Lord" or
"Father" to every sentence we
say or to instruct God to "just"
do this or that. I know that our
thoughts are inclined to wander
when we pray privately but I
was always under the impres­
sion that when we first spoke
his name at the beginning his
attention didn't wander so that
he had to be continually
brought back into line.

And then as for "tongues",
what can we say? The Apostle
Paul seemed to think that it
was a bit of a problem at Cor­
inth and had quite a lot to say
about it in his first letter to them.
However it appears to be the
hallmark of the real "first
classers", maybe they have
discovered something that Paul
didn't really latch on to. Paul
with his "but I showyou abetter
(or more excellent) way".
Anyhow Paul admitted, on
occasions, that he was a second-
class Christian. So let us take
heart, fellow second-class
Christians, God's mercy and
grace reaches out and touches
just ordinary folk like us.

—Ken Dawson
(Brooklyn Park, SA)

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Rd,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation Tor 60
Large recreational hall

Low tarifT
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 890 2443

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

A new Soviet law regulating
the activity of religious organi­
sations in the USSR came into
force on 9 October, reports
Keston College. The Law on
Freedom of Conscience and
Religious Organisations, was
passed by the USSR Supreme
Soviet (the Soviet parliament).

Religious citizens and or­
ganisations are guaranteed
equality in all areas of public
life, including access to the
media. Clergy are specifically
permitted to take part in the
political life of the country,
though religious organisations
may not support political par­
ties or take part in their activity.
Studentstraining in theological
institutions are permitted to
defer military service, making
them equal with students in
secular education, and soldiers
are permitted to attend reli­
gious services in their free time.
Employees of religious or­
ganisations, and of charitable
institutions or manufacturing
enterprises set up by religious
organisations, have equal social
security and pension rights
with state and public employ­
ees and pay tax at the same
rate.

The new law gives religious
organisations many new rights
and freedoms that weredenied
under previous legislation
dating from Stalinist times.
Religious organisations of all
denominations may apply to
become legal entities by sub­
mitting their constitution for
registration with local authori­
ties. They may then own
property, establish religious
and charitable institutions and
engage in publishing, printing
and manufacturing activity for
religious purposes. There is no
obligation for a congregation
to register or even to inform the
authorities of its existence.

The law distinguishes be­
tween individual local congre­
gations (religious societies),
which may or may not belong
to a national or regional de­
nomination, and other kinds of
religious organisations, such as
national church bodies and re­
gional associations and reli­
gious educational and other 

institutions, missions, monas­
teries and religious brother­
hoods.

Mission work in the USSR
becomes legal for the first time
in over 60 years. The old law
only allowed for worship
within the four walls of a reg­
istered church building and
outlawed evangelism and
charitable work. Now the law
gives them the right to go into
hospitals, homes for the elderly
and the handicapped, remand
centres and prisons and labour
camps to conduct services at
the invitation of the inmates.

Another area made legal
under the new law is Christian
education and publishing.
Churches may form groupsand
societies for studying and dis­
tributing Christian literature,
and also set up their own pub­
lishing and printing houses and
export and import Christian
literature. Religious education
has been one of the most con­
troversial issues in the debate
on the new law.

A controversial clause per­
mitting religious organisations
to use the premises of state
educational institutions for re­
ligious instruction classes was
excluded from the law during
the voting. However, an op­
tional clause included in the
original draft specifically ban-
ningtheuseofstate educational
premises by religious organi­
sations was discarded. In the
absence of a ban sympathetic
education officials will prob­
ably be able to give space for
religious education.

The Council for Religious
Affairs is to become a purely
advisory body, "an informa­

tional, consultative and expert
centre", though it may still liai se
between religious organisa­
tions and state institutions at
the request of religious or­
ganisations The individual re-
publicsoftheSoviet Union may
create their own state bodies
and procedures for religious
affairs.

Believers in the Soviet Union
recognise that the new law is a
great improvement over theold
one, but they point out that it is
still vague in some respects,
especially in regard to the reg­
istration of churches.

The law does not state what
conditions must be met by a
church in order to register or
under what circumstances
registration may be refused. It
seems as though registration
could still be an arbitrary de­
cision by local authorities.
Congregations may receive
buildings from local authori­
ties, but they do not have the
right to claim back property
confiscated in the past.

Unregistered congregations
should no longer be persecuted
for being unregistered, but the
law accords them no rights
apart from being able to hold
services on private premises.
Members of unregistered con­
gregations point out that even
this right could be denied if the
authorities claim that their
services violate health and
safety regulations because they
are overcrowded or that they
disturb public order by loud
singing in a residential area
They are therefore uncertain of
their position until they seeho w
the new law is applied in
practice.

L.M.C.T.
6549

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE
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Triple Seven FM
Triple Seven's recent FM Christian radio test transmission in

Melbourne, Vic, brought encouraging responses.
An American pilot flying a commercial aircraft from Sydney to

Melbourne heard Triple Seven on his radio and was so impressed
that on his return home to Melbourne he continued listening. He
is now a subscriber.

Over 600 telephone enquiries were received within three days
and over half indicated a desire to become a subscriber.

Some of the comments: "I hope that I can listen to you for the
rest of my life...very professional sound"Good mix, not rubbish."
"Most stations's news is sensational. Triple Seven news is more
balanced and the present format is great. But more Christian
music wanted." "When will you be on air full time?" "This test
broadcast is an answer to prayer."

Further information is available from Triple Seven Com­
munication, PO Box 117, Glen Waverley 3150 (phone (03) 560
1700).

Scripture Union's New-Look Bible Guides
From January 1991 Scripture Union's popular Bible notes for

adults have a new look.
"Behind this re-launch are several years of preparation and

careful listening to Christians who want to grow in their faith,"
says John Lane, Australia's SU Director of Bible Ministries. "Our
readers will notice the new covers and layout, the new features
and the wider international team of writers. Hopefully they'll
also notice that our commitment has been retained—to help
people read the Bible methodically, explore its meaning and see
its application to everyday life."

"We must not forget that people are different," says London­
based editor Pauline Hoggarth. "Different personalities come to
God in different ways. That's why we offer three different Bible
guides for adults." The newchanges major on these differences in
an attempt to suit people's different levels of experience with the
Bible.

• Daily Notes is for people who enjoy thinking about how the
Bible's message relates to today's big issues. It's for people who
enjoy being stretched and who already have a good grasp of the

Sustainable Stewardship
Among the greatest challenges facing Australia today is howto

develop a just and sustainable economy that properly caters for
human need while responsibly managing the natural environ­
ment. The mining industry, because of the scale and visibility of
its operations, is often considered to be one of the worst culprits
in resource depletion and environmental damage.

In a paper just published by the Zadok Institute, Ian Hore-Lacy,
who works in the mining industry, demonstrates that this need
not be so. He argues that although there are obvious exceptions,
the mining industry record is not as bad as it seems. Furthermore,
there is still potential for sound Christian stewardship in the
industry. Through such procedures as improved efficiency and
the mini misingofwaste,wecan improve the long-term availability
of important minerals, minimise environmental degradation and
enableus to pass on well-managed resources to future generations.

Sustainable Stewardship: A Minerals Industry Perspective,
Zadok Series Paper S48, is available from the Zadok Ins titute for
Christianity and Society, Blackall Street, Barton 2600, phone
(06) 273 1634, for $2 plus 80c postage.

Bible. As well as the Bible readings for each day, Daily Notes has
an eight-page pull-out section that helps readers think about the
Bible's teaching on burning issues in today7s church and commu­
nity. In the first quarter's issue, the focus will be the "green" issue,
the second quarter will deal with New Age philosophies.

® Daily Bread has been the most popular Bible guide by far.
Thisguidehas discussion outlines forgroups.Thedaily comments
are warm, direct and down-to-earth. There are helpful background
notes and the syllabus covers major sections of the Bible in a four-
year plan. This is the one for new Christians and for new Bible
readers. Scripture Union has found however that some Christians
stay with Daily Bread for many years because they enjoy its per­
sonal, straightforward style.

° The third adult guide, Alive to God, uses an imaginative
approach. EditorTerry Clutterham describes its special features:
There are more colour pages, ideas for keeping a spiritual jour­
nal, praying the scriptures, meditation, using fresh approaches.
The key is variety and the deepening of spiritual life."

These new-format guides will be available in Christian book­
shops and through Scripture Union's mail order service.

Every minister in Australia has been invited to contact Scrip­
ture Union for a free clergy pack.

Withit Church of Christ

This Week’s Program

Monday...Yoga with I.B. Lotus.
Tuesday...Transcendental Meditation
Wednesday...Karate and Martial Arts

Thursday...Coach trip to Bahai
Temple

Friday...Disco...
Dizzy Dancing

Saturday...No meetings
Sunday...am What Is a Christian?
pm Uniqueness of Christian Faith

MARCH
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The Video Bible
The world's best-selling book may soon become the world's

most popular video, to be studied and enjoyed in an entirely new
way in homes, churches and Sunday schools across Australia.

For four years a dedicated team has been taking advantage of
today7s technology to produce a Bible for tomorrow.

The Video Bible is a unique concept to make the unabridged
Bible available in an exciting contemporary form. As well as
leading to an upsurge in Bible interest among Christians, the
Video Bible is expected to introduce God's Word to an entirely
new audience.

Unlike previous "Hollywood-style" productions, the Video
Bible will be a visual reflection, in full colour and live action, of the
actual word-for-word text of the Bible.

The copyright owners of four major translations of the Bible
have endorsed the project by granting the rights to film their
Bibles—the Revised Standard Version, the New International
Version, the Good News Bible and the New American Bible.

These four, together with the King James Version, which will
also be on video, account for 90% of all Bibles sold in the world.

Internationally known actors, such as Keith Michell, will
narrate the text and take major roles.

A panel of internationally recognised theologians has been
working hand-in-hand with film writers to ensure the film il­
lustrates the written word accurately, without bias and using
only the biblical text.

Their job is to make sure the Bible speaks for itself.
Panel members and consultants include the Re v Dr R.T. France,

Principal of Wycliffe Hall, Oxford, Professor Graham Stanton,
Professor of New Testament Studies at King's College, London,
Professor Ronald Clements, Samuel Davidson Professor of Old
Testament Studies at the University of London, and the Rev
Professor Barnabas Lindars, Ryland Professor of Biblical Criti­
cism and Exegesis at the University of Manchester.

On the film-making side the project is in the hands of people
such as Speilberg's Oscar-winning special effects wizard George
Gibbs, art director Sydney Cain (whose work includes four James
Bond movies) and conductor and composer Ron Goodwin,
whose achievements include smash hits, best-selling albums and
film music.

Filming will take place at Pinewood Studios in England and in
Malta. The project is expected to cost more than $200 million.

God's Word has passed to human consciousness through a
variety of ways as technology has developed—orally, written on
stone, clay, papyrus and parchment, into elaborately crafted
illuminated manuscripts, printed on paper, transmitted by radio
and television. Now video has arrived as a dynamic force of the
20th century and into the future.

Video has advantages over cinema and even television in that
long stories can bebuilt up in a library of cassettes and purchased
for home storage and use.

This video library will soon be offered to Australians. For
further information about the Video Bible phone (02) 971 2977.

E@©fcs
The Enormous Exception
Meeting Christ in the Sermon on the Mount
Earl F. Palmer (Word)

Earl Palmer is a graduate of the University of California and
Princeton Theological Seminary, and pastor of the First Presby­
terian Church, Berkeley, California. This book is not only a
commentary on chapters 5-7 of Matthew's Gospel, but also a
journal of the author's own spiritual pilgrimage. He is excited by

"...the electrifying power of plain words...mixed with dazzling
possibilities".

This passage has attracted the greatest Christian minds from
Augustine to Bonhoeffer and was of inspiration to Leo Tolstoy
and Mahatma Gandhi. John Stott has described it as "...the most
complete delineation...of the Christian counterculture". Palmer
comments, "...there is the need in each generation for yet another
reflection upon what the sermon means for our lives here and
now."

The Sermon on the Mount is seen, by the author, as the
fulfilment of the Levitical Law, and Jesus as the focus of the Old
Testament themes of identity, deliverance and kingdom as ex­
pressed through Abraham, Moses and David. It has been said
that, in the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus turned the priorities and
values of this world upside down—in fact, he set them right way
up! The teachings expressed within the sermon depend for their
authority and value on the integrity of the Teacher, and thus, lead
us directly to him.

In a world where cynicism, greed and corruption appear to
prevail, the message of this book is refreshing and uplifting. The
author writes with a very readable blend of scholarship and
simplicity. Heconcludes, "Its ethical purity and grandeur stirour
respect and wonder so we are eager to meet the Lord of the Law."

—Graeme Addicott

Religious Bodies
on Australia
by Robert Humphries and
Rowland Ward (self-pub­
lished) $19.95

An interesting reference
guide to the various religious
groupsoperatingin Australia.
The authors have listed the
churches and religions in
families that have common
theological concepts or or­
ganisational patterns. Each
denomination/group has a
potted history, a brief outline
of major beliefs and some at­
tempt to give current figures
of adherents, churches and
ministry. The material on the
groups and churches that I
know about appears quite
accurate so 1 assume the rest
is too.

One fascinating aspect of the book is the number of splits
within churches that have produced small denominations. The
authors probably spend more space proportionately on the splin­
ter groups than major religious/denominational groups because
so little is known about them.

This excellent resource material is available from the authors
at 358 Mountain Highway, Wantirna3152. Phone (03) 720 4871.

—CRA

Things We Wish We Had Said
Reflections of a Father and His Grown Son
by Tony and Bart Campolo (Word) $10.95

Parents arc human, too—even when the particular parent is a
Professor of Sociology, and a noted Christian writer and evange­
list. That is the refreshing and reassuring message of this book.

It takes the form of a scries of letters between Tony and Bart
Campolo. These discuss the influence of the father-son relation­
ship on significant aspects of the younger man's physical, social

BODIES
IN

AUSTRALIA
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and spiritual development, from their respective points of view.
The influences of other adult mentors and the peer group are also
considered.

Topics covered include: "How do you share your faith with
your kid?", "My friends, my teachers and other aliens", "Flying
like an eagle when you feel like a turkey7' and "Doing right when
you feel all wrong". Both men write articulately and with can­
dour.

This is not a rigid set of rules for successful parent-child
relationships; nor is it a celebration of the American way of life.
Sometimes macho, often sensitive, at times it records vulnerabil­
ity, failures, pain and misunderstanding—but these are over­
ridden, at all times, by mutual love and respect. Central to the
theme of the book is the great paradox of parenthood—balancing
the urge to protect, against the need to encourage independence.

Recommended readingfor allparents, olderadoles cents,pastors
and youth workers—but not my son, Stuart. He might be tempted
to write an Australian sequel!

—Graeme Addicott

Has the Church
Misread the Bible?
TheHistoryof Interpretation in
the Light of Current Issues
by Moises Silva (Apollos and
Academic Books)

This is the first volume in a
recently published series,
"Foundations of Contemporary
Interpretation". There areat least
six books in the series to my
knowledge.Theback coverstates
'"Foundations of Contemporary
Interpretation' seeks to identify
and work towards a clarification
of the basic problems of inter­
pretation that affect our reading
of the Bible today...Each volume
in the series will discuss the im­
pact of a specific academic disci­

pline on the interpretation of the Bible. Other volumes in this
series will take a closer look at philosophy, literary criticism,
linguistics, history, science and theology."

The first volume, written by the series editor, examines how the
church in history has viewed the tensions regarding interpreta­
tion, and the insights this gives us in tackling this burning issue
today.

This is a more scholarly examination of the issue and would be
of interest to students looking at the whole issue of biblical
interpretation. —CRA

Resisting the Threats of Life
Covenanting for Justice, Peace and the Integrity of Creation
by Preman Niles (WCC Publications)

This book forms part of the "Risk Book" series published by the
World Council of Churches, and arises from the call of the 1983
Vancouver WCC Assembly for the churches to become involved
"...in a conciliar process of mutual commitment (covenant) to
justice, peace and the integrity of creation" (JPIC). Dr D. Preman
Niles, a Tamil Christian, is director of the JPIC program.

After four years of pseudo-peace based on the "balance of
terror", we hardly dare hope that the path to perestroika will not
prove to be a dead-end. True peace will only flow from the
practice of justice, and a recognition of the sanctity of the whole
of God's creation. The author quotes a woman from Madagascar:
"It takes only six minutes for a missile to go from East to West or 

West to East. But it takes six hours for a woman in my village to
fetch enough drinking water for a day." The ultimate form of
peace is the Spirit of God poured out as Shalom, the Biblical vision
of peace with justice.

As Christians we are called to reject the powers of death as
'expressed in racism, militarism, sexism, human and economic
exploitation and the misuse of science, and to recognise in the
quest for justice, peace and the integrity of creation three facets of
the one coherent struggle for life. Dr Niles contends that our
failure to resist the threats to life would be a betrayal of the gospel.
Jesus is seen as the alternative reality confronting the existing
sinful structures of power; and our task as a celebration of hope.

Within this slim book the author relates the urgency of the
issues of justice, peace and the integrity of creation—particularly
in the Third World context—to the Biblical concepts of shalom,
covenant and koinonia. A bibliography of further read ing material
and resource is provided. This is not a comfortable book to read,
but it is important that we do so. If faith, hope and love are to be
more than pious platitudes, they must be converted into action!

—Graeme Addicott

Blood Brothers
by Elias Chacour with David Haz­
ard (Kingsway Publications) $7.30

First published in 1985, Elias
Chacour's autobiography is still
very relevant to the history of the
Palestinians in Israel today. Not all
Palestinians are Muslim. This is the
story of a Palestinian Christian and
the way he is trying to develop a
Christian ministry of hope and rec­
onciliation in an area of the world
that seems to only breed animosity
and failure. This is a very gripping
story of the way that God led Elias
to a ministry within the Melkite
Church and how God worked on
Chacour's hatred of the Jews for the
way he and his family were exiled 
by trickery and force from their own land. This is an interesting
account of the story of Israel that is often not made known in
Christian circles.

—CRA

Celebrate the Seasons
by PhyHis Stanley and Miltinnie Yih (Navpress)

W1?.h a •ltle hlJe Ce'ebrate the Seasons, one might understandably
expect this book to be a discussion of seasonal variations to the
liturgical year. It isn't. Instead it is a lightweight Bible study
manual in the Navigator workbook mode.

Wk h Only tW0Shristian festivals,Christmasand Easter,
d m Ve rvGSOr e"‘° baPtising Valentine's Day, Thanks­

giving, and New Year s Day. 1
t Tbebo°klsdivided into two sections: "BibleStudy" and "Ideas
for Holiday Activities . This book could be a useful guide for
personal meditation or small group studies. The second section
details programs and activities that could serve as a Source for
foaders involved in ministry amongst women Ir.thechurcfo
PefoV>MShan^^SI°CSfrO'ni.SUC^nOta’:)'esas'^ndrew^urray'

y, mis publication may hold possibilities.
_________________ —Garry Harris
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MEZ ETOIMS
*}& 'fyo-C'/l

Mez Evans is a talented
singer who has worked
extensively in both the
Christian and secular
entertainment indus­
tries.
Her debut album “Lost
In Your Love", brings
together a collection of
songs, reflecting her
love and faith, which is
shared through contem­
porary gospel music that
will appeal to all ages.

Available from major Christian bookstores
NOW, on cassette.

For information and orders write to:
Mez Evans Music, Beranigan Pty Ltd
16 Donbirn Way, Vermont south 3133

Phone (03) 729 8793
Cost $15.50 plus postage and handling.

Rosevale Church of Christ
Queensland

A Century of Service
1891-1991

29 December 1990 6.30 pm Dinner
7.30 pm Rally

30 December 1990 10.30 am Communion
7.30 pm Gospel Service

Guest Speaker: Denby Holmes
31 December 1990 Scenic Tours
1 January 1991 Reunion and Annual Picnic

and Concert
9.30 am: Reunion of Past and Present

Preachers, Members and Friends
11 am: Dedication of Replica of Original

Chapel In Cemetery Grounds
12.30 pm: Lunch

2 pm: Reminiscences
5.30 pm: Tea
7.30 pm: Concert

You and your family and friends are Invited to attend
Video of Reunion Day will be available for sale

Centenary Book on sale
“Recipes and Remedies from the Past” booklet for sale

Other events planned through the year.
Phone(075) 63 8204

T. Christensen, Tarome
MS 461, Kalbar 4309

HAVE A BUSMAN’S HOLIDAY
IN THE SNOWY MOUNTAINS AREA

CYTA LODGE at Cooma NSW
has operated as a first-class
youth accommodation centre
since 1970. In that time it has
provided for over half a million
nights accommodation to the
young people of Australia and
overseas.

It is the site of the annual Aus­
tralian Christian Music Seminar
held each January and also for
an increasing numberof church
family camps from Canberra and
nearby areas. An annual high­
light is the weekend family
camps each September and
October when many families
travel to the Snowies to enjoy a
weekend at CYTA LODGE.

We are looking for competent
tradesmen who in return for ac­
commodation at CYTA LODGE
(and at the same time enjoying
the scenic beauty of the Snowy

Mountains) give some time in
small maintenance projects,
such as repairing furniture and
fittings, small painting jobs, small
electrical and plumbing jobs,
installation of a telephone sys­
tem and the like.

Maybe you have a week or two,
long service leave or taking early
retirement, or maybe you are
able to givea few days or weeks
in a full-time paid capacity? If
so, why not call our manager
Bruce Bolton on (064) 52 1375
anddiscuss the possibilities with
him. You too could become one
of the many thousandswho have
enjoyedastayatCYTA LODGE.
One day, one week, one
month—whateveryou can give,
it will be greatly appreciated by
those who stay with us in the
future.

Call Bruce Bolton NOW!!

Have you purchased your copy
of the Overseas Mission Board

Partners is an attractive and informative
publication covering 100 years of mission

overseas by Australian Churches of Christ.
Price $14 (add $3 for postage &. packaging)
Partners is available through state mission
committees or direct from the Overseas

Mission Board, PO Box 320, Unley 5061
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Left-wing guerrillas de­
stroyed a missionary out­
postin northern Guatemala
and ordered a missionary
family of 8 to leave the
country, after they discov­
ered the missionaries had
treated government sol­
diers.

If your prayer life isn't
going well, why not write
a letter to God? Appar­
ently, a lot of people try
it, and their letters often
end up In the dead-letter
box in the Jerusalem Post
Office. Others try to cor­
respond with Jesus, Mo­
ses, Solomon, David and
Muhammad. Says Jerusa­
lem postal director Moshe
Ben-Meier. "Some people
don't bother to put on a
stamp. They think God will
pay the postage due, I
suppose."

A typical minister spends
about 10 hours each week
reading, according to a
Christianity Today survey of
US ministers. Ministerstake
4.5 hours for reading reli­
gious books for study and
sermon preparation and 2.5
hours reading religious
books for pleasure. Maga­
zines take 1.5 hours, as do
non-religious books for
pleasure. Ministers are most
likely to buy commentaries,
followed by devotional,
theological and reference
books, Bibles, issues-ori-
ented, discipleship, family
advice, self-help and chil­
dren's books.

In America the nation's
leading researchers of
drug use have found that
today's young people are
half as likely to use drugs
as youth a decade ago.
Marijuana use Is down
from 47% in 1979 to 17%
in 1989; cocaine use
dropped from 6.2% to
2.8%; and alcohol use has
declined from 72% to
60%. The study of high
school seniors doesn't In­
clude many of the severe
drug users who have
dropped out of school.

Easter '90 raised about
$37,000 for "honest Aussie
battlers" as part of the
special Easter week cel­
ebrations held in Sydney
thisyear. Research was done 

to ensure the money went
to the most needy and to
those organisations that are
carrying out innovative
work to care for the poor
that is not presently at­
tracting Government
funding. Most of the money
is going to provide food,
clothing, accommodation
and direct financial assist­
ance to the homeless and
the growing number of
unemployed, including
$2,000 to Teen Challenge
to assist street kids and to
Hills Care, a Seven Hills or­
ganisation, to help families
with food parcels, clothing,
counselling and job train­
ing. $6,000 will be shared
with Newcastle earthquake
victims still struggling long
after the event.

According to the
Worldwatch Institute
abortions world wide are
now estimated at 50 mil­
lion per year. Half take
place In areas where they
are illegal, contributing to
the deaths of 200,000
women per year.

Approximately 100 of the
US troopsdeployed in Saudi
Arabia have converted to
Islam, according to
Mohammad al-Akkas, a
Saudi Muslim preacher in
chargeof briefing US troops
on the customs of his
country. In an interview
published in the newspaper
An-Nadwah, 20 October, al-
Akkas did not identify the
soldiers but said they were
stationed in the eastern re­
gion of Dhahran and were
"of different ages", and
"both white and black".

A special medallion Is be­
ing minted by the Royal
Australian Mint in Can­
berra to celebrate the
Seventh World Council of
Churches Assembly to be
held In Canberra In Feb­
ruary. The medallion, a
collector's Item, is to be
given to each delegate
who attends and a few
hundred will be made
available to the public.
They will cost $18 plus $3
postage. Details from the
WCC Assembly offices,
Canberra, (06) 257 4095
(Ranjinl Rebera) or Syd­
ney (02) 299 2215
(Thelma Sklller).

Following the publication
oftheletterofjack Ludbrook
regarding one- and two-
cent coins being donated
to charity ("AC" 3 Novem­
ber) Life in Focus (formerly
Christian Welfare Centre)
in Western Australia have
advised us that they have a
scheme whereby they will
accept donations of copper
coins that are being phased
out of circulation.

An estimated 400,000
cases of AIDS have oc­
curred among infants and
children under 5 years of
age since the pandemic
began about a decade
ago, making the cumula­
tive worldwide number of
cases 1.2 million men,
women and children. As
at late 1990, 700,000 in­
fants have been born in­
fected with the HIV virus
that causes AIDS. Most of
these pediatric AIDS cases
belong to the developing
world, with a vast major­
ity—90%—in sub-Saha­
ran Africa.

Sudan's chief financial
spokesman hasdenied that
the African country isfacing
famineand added thateven
if it did face famine, famine
relief would be refused.

One young Australian
commits suicide every
day. Australia's suicide
rate is now 30% higher
than Japan and 300%
higher than the UK. An
Australian study showed
that 80% of suicide victims
had talked to someone
about their intention
within one week of their
death. The Australian
Youth Suicide Prevention
Conference, titled "Hear­
ing the Cry", will be held
12 and 13 December at
the Powerhouse Museum
in Sydney. The Sydney
City Mission will host the
nation al conference, to be
led by Dr Pamela Cantor,
a prominent figure In
youth suicide prevention
In America. The Confer­
ence will teach practical
skills that may help save
young people's Ilves. De­
tails from the Sydney City
Mission Communication
Team, 28 Regent St,
Chippendale 2008.

Delegates to the World
Council of Churches' 7th
Assembly will be coming to
Melbourne on 16-1 7 Feb-
ruarytostayin parishesand
meet Australian Christians
and to participate in an
ecumenical rally at Caulfield
Racecourse on 16 February
4-7 pm. The last hour will
be a time of worship, dur­
ing which some of the
guests will speak briefly
about the Assembly and
bring greetings from their
churches.

Children in Victorian state
primary schools involved
in Christian Religious
Education took part In a
competition sponsored by
the VCC and the CCES to
design a Christmas poster
to "put Christ back Into
Christmas". The poster
campaign began In 1985
as an initiative of the
Nunawadlng Interchurch
Council and the Commis­
sion on Local Ecumenism
of the Victorian Council
of Churches. Churches
and Individuals are en­
couraged to buy the
posters for distribution
throughout the commu­
nity. This year's poster is
by Raymond, aged 8, from
Carrum Primary School.
The poster costs $1 (or
50c each for 10 or more)
plus postage, from either
the VCC (03) 614 4940 or
the CCES (03) 654 2211.

An occult fair in Montreal,
Canada, featuring mediums
and astrologers prompted
an unusual response from
Christians in the city. In­
stead of demonstrating
outside to warn visitors of
the dangers of the super­
natural, they went inside
and hired a booth at the
12th International ESP Psy­
chic Expo along with other
exhibitors. 4 visitors became
Christians through conver­
sations with membersof the
group, organised by Youth
With A Mission.

Rock fans at the first-ever
international music festi­
val In Soviet Asia were
amazed when the event's
headline concert turned
Into a heavy metal gospel
concert. Bibles were
thrown into the crowd
and an altar call made 

when "No Longer Music",
the only Western band
Invited to take part,
played the final concert.
60 climbed up onto the
stage to pray to receive
Christ after lead singer
David Pierce, who heads
the band from Youth With
A Mission's Steiger 14
youth ministry in Amster­
dam, preached at the
close of their set.

South African missionary
Kentley Torrente, 34, was
killed in Lebanon by Syrian
troops during heavy fight­
ing in October that suc­
cessfully crushed Lebanese
General Michel Aoun's 11-
month rebellion. Torrente
was part of a team of 4
expatriates working with
the Lebanon Bible Society
and had worked in Beirut
since January 1 990.

The national moderator
of Mexico's Presbyterian
Church was attacked by a
machete-wielding crowd
in the southern state of
Chiapas, where he was
Investigating recent re­
ports of religious perse­
cution.

Chinese Christians can
easily obtain a Bible if they
live in large cities, but Bibles
are still scarce in the rural
areas, according to a recent
report from theChina Study
Program of Overseas Mis­
sionary Fellowship, based
in Hong Kong. The report
however stressed that the
most crucial need of the
Chinese church is for good
theological books, disciple­
ship and other training
material.

The Commonwealth
Government has made a
contribution of $100,000
to the World Council of
Churches to help defray
planning and organisa­
tional costs for the 7th
Assembly to be held in
Canberra next February.
In August the Govern­
ment announced that $1
million will be provided
to help pay for Interna­
tional and national tel­
evision and radio cover­
age of theWCC Assembly.

A new survey of national
newspapers in Britain shows
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that overall coverage of religion
has declined by a quarter since
1969. Then, space in popular papers
given to horoscopes and to religion
was about equal. Now, horoscopes
are given half again as much space
as religion. The survey, by Robin
Gill of the Religious Studies De­
partment at Newcastle University,
also showed that coverage of reli­
gion is now slightly less hostile than
it was in 1969.

The Anglican Church has been
formally Invited back into Laos
on the condition that It arranges
English teaching forgovernment
civil servants. A congregation of
70, which has been meeting in
the Australian Embassy, will now
be able to have services in the
Church of the Holy Spirit.

According to the National Council
of Evangelical Pastors, 100 new 

1991 Lies Ahead
January 1991 will see Sunbury church commence, with
an Indian church expected to follow shortly after.
These are forerunners of many more new churches under
the C.R.O.P. initiative. We need your gift now to back
these ventures. — Don Smith

Department of Mission, Education
and Development

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000

evangelical churches were estab­
lished in the Central American
country in the first four months of
theyear.Theevangelical population
is now thought to be at least 20%.

Kooringal 1991
| Available for small rcsiden- |
i rial groups (6-14 persons),
' church, social, family. Self-
| catering. Lawn tennis court, |
. spa. From $20.00 per night
I per person. Twin-share

rooms. Situated at
Williamstown, SA.

Enquiries: Kevin Harvey
(085) 24 6196.

Church of
Christ

Boronia
75th Anniversary

24 March 1990
10 am Service

Speaker: Harvey
Miller

"Back to the Future"
Followed by Lunch
Enquiries: L.Wardle

(03) 729 8237

Iff you say
NO

to alcohol say
YES
to _

Home, car, church and term life insurance,
for non-drinkers only

?<l
NO THANKS
I m insured
ANSVAR

CHELTENHAM
CHURCH OF CHRIST

presents

CHRISTMAS
IN SONG

SUNDAY, 9 DECEMBER
7 pm

in the church auditorium
enr Chesterville Rd & Pine St

Special feature: “DECK THE MALL”
A Christmas musical presented by the

church choirs and musical groups
During the program the annual offering

for the “CHRISTMAS BOWL” will be
presented

Everyone Welcome
A JOYFUL CELEBRATION OF CHRISTMAS

December 1990
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GOLDEN WEDDING

RONALDSON—PATEMAN Bert
and Violet married at the Berwick
Church of Christ, 30 November
1940 by the late Keith Jones. Con­
gratulations on 50 years. Love and
best wishes from Joy, Heather,
Douglas, Malcolm and families.
Present address: Stafford Lane,
Bunyip 3815.__________________

THANKS

DRURY Mrs Lillian Drury of Taree
wishes to express her appreciation
of the many kindnesses shown to
her following the passing of her
husband Clarrie Drury, and her
subsequent hospitalisation in
Westmead for 2'/? weeks. She was
visited by many Sydney folk, friends
of former years. For cards, prayers,
flowers and telephone calls she is

: deeply appreciative. Please accept
this as her personal thanks.

' WRIGHT Mr Cliff Wright, of
Clenbrook, NSW, would like to
thank the many friends who sent

; greetings on the occasion of his
80th birthday on 14October1990.
Your thoughtfulness was much
appreciated.___________________

IN MEMORIAM

SMITH 14.12.86. In loving memory
of my dear husband Jack. Sadly
missed by his wife Dorothy._____

PRAYER DIARY

"Need a Prayer Diary? Try "My
Prayer Diary". With over 60 pages
to record your prayers, yet small
enough to carry with you. Plus it
contains a guide to Quiet Times
and a Bible Reading Record. Cost:
S2.50 including p & h. Send orders
to W.J. Leake, 250 Scrub Road,
Carindale 4152."

BUILDERS

IAN & L.A. McDONALDCarpenters
and builders. Renovations—kitch­
ens and bathrooms. All jobs large
and small. For free quotes please
ring (03) 557 1257. 41 Somers St,
Bentleigh._____________________

HOLIDAYS

HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Cameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
THE BUNKHOUSE AT DUNK-
ELD—Southern Gateway to the
Grampians. Accommodation for 24
people in 5 bedrooms with kitchen,
2 bathrooms lounge/recreation
area with wood fire. Beautiful quiet
surroundings on 2 acres close to
town. Suitable for families and
groups. $7 per person per night.
Phone (03) 561 6863.

16 (556)

BELLINGEN (COFFS HARBOUR)
FARM HOLIDAY Bungalowaccom.
6. Mod S/C amen. Own food. Bikes/
boat/linen incl. Close river, beach,
rainforest. Animals. Brochure. "Bee
Together", Lot 4 Martells Rd,
Urunga 2455. Phone (06) 655
2236. $200 pw.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at

Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
LORNE 2-bedroom plus sleepout.
Available 20 January-3 March.
Phone (053) 32 3471.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250

school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solutewaterfrontunit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. De­
lightful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford heights
4053. Telephone (07) 359 7227.

A UNIQUE OPPORTUNITY
Yes, we know, that’s what they all say!

Everyone claims their product or service is the biggest and best.
But in our case it’s true. Our product IS unique—and we’re

bursting with pride about it.

It’s the Video Bible

We are filming the Bible from beginning to end, with 120 hours of
living colour and live action. This is no Hollywood extravaganza—
it is a video reflection of the actual word-for-word text of the Bible.

And it will have the authority of being available in the five most
popular English versions.

It has taken five years of hard work and many, many dollars for
research, development and securing copyrights to the major

versions of the Bible.

Now we're ready to launch the Video Bible in
Australia—Are you ready to be part of this

challenging opportunity?
We need dedicated salesmen and women to tell Australian fami­

lies about the Video Bible. We are offering franchise sales
territories for an initial franchise fee of $20,000.

The potential income is $40,000 to $100,000 a year.

We are a non-profit organisation and all our profits, after filming
and sales costs, will be gifted to the churches.

The opportunity to be your own boss, run your own Video
Bible business (from home, if you like) and be part of a
worldwide network of dedicated and professional sales

people just doesn’t come along every day.

Please call us for an appointment

Initial enquiries to Joan Mason on (02) 971 2977

The Video Bible
WE TOLD YOU IT WAS UNIQUE!

The Australian Christian
1 December 1990
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SA*1 ew passages in the New
zJ Testament have been

J studied as much as this
little hymn—perhaps only the
Sermon on the Mount has been
studied more. It is made up of
two sections (verses 6-8 and 9-
11), each of three verses and
each verse has three lines in the
original.

It is not a fragment, but a
complete hymn, which sings of
the descent of the Redeemer
from heaven to this world
(verses 6,7) and to the realm of
the dead (verse 8) (the three­
fold Greek universe); and his
ascent to heaven as the con­
queror, enthroned in glory by
God, to whom he has given
complete obedience (verse 9),
and his receiving the worship
of the three-fold universe
(verses 10,11). This is a song of
salvation.

Much of the difficulty that
appears to be found in this pas­
sage comes from the idea that
in it Paul is aiming to make a
statement about the character
of Jesus' mode of existence be­
fore and during his incarna­
tion. This doesn't fit the infor­
mal and familiar tone of the
letter, nor the obvious practical
characterof the passage, which
is to enforce the duty of hu­
mility.

As the supreme illustration
of this virtue Paul gives the
example of Jesus in his willing
setting aside of his pre-incar-
nate majesty, and his identifi­
cation with the human condi­
tion. He raises the points of the
illustration in rapid succession,
merely states them and doesn't
elaborate on them, and brings
them all to bear on the com­
mand of verse 4.

Paul urges the Philippians
(verse 5) to cherish the disposi­
tion that is found in Jesus. But
what is commended for imita­
tion? Is it Christ's humility or is
it his self-denying zeal for the
salvation of others? It is both
combined, as verses 7 and 8
show. The basis for this is laid 

in verse 6 where Jesus is said to
be in the "form" of God. "Form"
is an inadequate rendering of
the Greek word (nwrphe) as it is
commonly understood by us
to mean "shape". Here it means
that expression of being which
is identified with the essential
nature and character of God,
and which reveals it. The word
is only used here, in verse 7 and
in Mark 16:12.

Jesus' humility is now por­
trayed in a number of ways.

First of all in his refusal to
grasp equality with God. The
word rendered "grasp" means
"aprizetobeclutched", "anact
of plundering". Secondly, by
"emptying himself" (verse 7).
This is a graphic expression of
the completeness of his self-
renunciation and refers to his 
equality with God. Thirdly, he
took the form of a slave. Thus a 
condition of service is opposed
to a condition of being equal
with God. This renunciation is
seen in his taking human like­
ness (verse 7), which is high­
lighted by the word "fashion"
(schema) and refers to outward
appearance. Finally he hum­
bled himself even to death 
(verse 8).

Note the sequence: (a) he
became a man, (b) in that con­
dition he humbled himself and
(c) his humiliation appeared in
his subjection to a criminal's
death. So ends the first section
of the hymn.

The second section (verses
9-11) is simpler since it deals
with Jesus' exaltation to the
place of honour and authority.
He is exalted in "superlative
measure" and gained as a gift
what he renounced as a prize
(verse 9). The last two verses
give us the means and purpose
of the exaltation.

He is to be worshipped by all
the created order and his name
is to be the name. All this that
Christ might be confessed as
Lord and glory and honour be
given to God. _DennisNuU

Bill Tregloan, foundation member of Whyalla, with the
plaque presented to him at Whyalla's 50th anniversary

(GoOdem) Ttae aft WhyaBBa

The Whyalla, SA, church
celebrated its golden anniver­
sary over the weekend 9-11
November 1990.

A hundred visitors from
around the state came to share
this historic occasion with local
members.

Gold carnations and gladioli
were beautifully arranged by
Greg Hancock and Roma
Culpin, and these flowers, with
gold balloons and streamers
decorated the church and hall
for the special event.

On the Friday evening the
Koala Club children shared in
a barbecue tea with their par­
ents and church members be­
fore presenting their singing
and items.

The guest speaker for the
weekend, Colin Jones (Chel­
tenham, Adelaide), then told
the children a story. Colin was
a local member before leaving
to train for the ministry.

Saturday evening was a time
of reminiscing, looking at
photos, slides and film of ear­
lier church members and ac­
tivities, as well as singing fa­
vourite hymns.

A surprise time of the
evening came when plaques 

with an inscription and verse
were presented to Bill
Tregloan, foundation member,
Mr and Mrs Hoskin, supervi­
sor of the first church building,
which was built with a lot of
voluntary labour, and first or­
ganist respectively, and to B etty
Sawtell, the longest-serving
member. Mr Tregloan and Mr
and Mrs Hoskin came from
Adelaide for the weekend. A
worship service was held on
Sunday morning. Prior to the
Lord's Supper Colin Jones
dedicated a communion cloth
in memory of the late Alan
Tuckwell. Alan was a faithful
servant of the Lord's table. Mr
Tregloan presided at the Lord's
Supper as he did at the first
communion service held in
1940.

Lunch then followed, with
many more memories being
shared and the festivities came
to a close with the cutting of the
anniversary cake by Mrs
Sawtell. The cake was made by
May Bremner iced and deco­
rated in golden tones with a
star (Bethlehem), cross
(Calvary), dove (peace) and
everlasting flowers (eternal
life).

1 December 1990
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< | M orsham is the capital
|—| of Victoria's Wimmera

Li LJ district. It has a popu­
lation of 12,000 and is 300 km
from Melbourne on the main
highway to Adelaide. The main
industries on the flat Wimmera
plains are wheat and wool.

The Church of Christ
is 103 years old. The
building, in an Ameri­
can bungalow style of
architecture, was
erected in 1919. Fol­
lowing a Chandler-
Clay mission, the church had
grown from 62 in 1914 to 210 in
1919, and grew further under
the ministry of B.J. Combridge
and further missions. Horsham
has always been one of our
largest Victorian country
churches. (And this applies to
other denominations as well—
the Uniting Church is very
large, and the Lutheran church
has over 500 members.)

There are now 210 members
and the church is currently
undergoing a period of dra­
matic growth, up from 187 last
year. Average communicants
are about 170. One of the fac­
tors contributing to thisgrowth
is the decision to commence an 

extra service at 9 am, which
includes singing, congrega­
tional participation, testimo­
nies, prayers and sharing of
experiences. The kinders meet
at the same time. The tradi­
tional service continues at 10.45
am, and between the two serv­

ices there is fellowship during
a morning tea. The evening
service sees 80 gather at 7 pm (5
pm in the winter). Another fac­
tor is an outstanding church
band of eight or nine instru­
mentalists and vocalists.

Sunday School has been re­
placed by "Action Stations",
held from 4 to 6 pm on
Wednesdays, and this group
too is growing, from 20 to 55.

Three years ago care and
sh are groups were commenced.
There are now six groups and
70 participants.

The ladies run a craft shop in
the town, which last year raised
$12,000 for charitable and
Churches of Christ concerns.

30 ladies attend CWF.
The church helps support

three missionary families:
Howard and Helen Andrews
with AIM in Kenya, Cecil and
Laurel Grant with FAB and
David and Robyn Harmer with
OMB. There is an active prayer 

ministry with a prayer room,
prayer chain and prayer
groups.

Recently the property has
been extended to three times
the area, including a house for
a second manse, two modern
brick units and a fair-sized
carpark.

Horsham has six elders who
meet separately as the "vision­
ary leaders of the church" and
10 deacons. All elders and dea­
cons have areas of responsibil­
ity.

There are two ministers at
Horsham. Harvey Clark is the
senior minister. A graduate of
the College of the Bible he has
been seven years with the 

church and last week he cel­
ebrated 20 years as a minister.
He and his wife Elizabeth have
two children, John, 19, a sci­
ence student at the University
of Melbourne, and Katherine,
17, who has just completed her
HSC exams. Ian Hunt is the

associate minister,
with responsibility for
youth and music. He
has been at Horsham
for nearly five years
and this is his first
church. He and his

wife Cynthia have four chil­
dren, Ursula, recently married,
Simon, a secondary student,
and Sarah and Caleb, who are
in primary school. The church
hopes to appoint a part-time
administrator soon.

The Horsham church is very
strongly influenced by church
growth principles and believes
firmly that God wants his
church to grow. It has strong
visionary leadership, it has
demonstrated ithas thecourage
to take hard decisions and is
mindful of the importance of
offering alternatives and using
gifted people.

It cannot help but continue
to grow.

Focus on IXI(W§[h]SD[TOT

[Behold the Comgregjati©ra
by Ray Hawkins

T
1 he local congregation
is a testimony to the
charisma of Christ.

From diverse backgrounds
people are drawn to him. Their
varied experiences and view­
points meet and are held to­
gether by him. Such people are
able to work and worship to­
gether because they are em­
braced by the attractiveness of
Jesus.

Within any congregation
there is that explosive poten­
tial that is so easily ignited. The
result of an "explosion" is shat­
tered lives and split fellow­
ships. And yet it is that very
"material" that theSpiritof God
seeks to utilise to impress the
cynical world that in Jesus
Christ there is thebasis for unity
and acceptance. The Lord does 

not deny us our personalities
or racial characteristics, he
cleanses, releases, controls, en­
riches or over-rules for his glory
and the blessing of the church.

It is within such a powder­
keg situation that the head of
the church has placed his min­
isters. To this person has been
given the responsibility to bring
the people into the fulness of
the stature of the Christ

I know not about your feel­
ings on this, but it makes me
cry out: "Lord who is able to
minister in such situations?"

Surely not I, at least not on
my own. Even if I had a room
full of resource material I would
still belacking. All the seminary
trainingand all theconferences
put together would not enable
me to hold these people in the 

bonds of unity.
In the midst of such threat­

ening chaos and so great a di­
versity I reach out to you. En­
able me to be that agent of co­
hesion that will embrace men
and women with your enno­
bling grace.

Teach me to love them with
your genuineness and impar­
tiality. May they know that re­
gardless of status, views, age
or achievement (or lack thereof)
they are loved and accepted.

Help me to see them not
merely look at them.

To see when theyarebruised
or beaten by the circumstances
of life. May I appreciate their
hold on faith even when it is
hurting. As I walk with them or
sit, minister through me to them
with the sense of your hope, 

the healing of your mercy and
the strength of your joy. In their
loneliness, shared perhapsonly
with pain (or with doubt) let
me be as a companion with
them along the way.

Grant perception when
sharing in the lives of those
who are playing with the fires
of their passions. Such seem­
ingly little fires are soon fanned
into uncontrollable blazes
when the wind of the world
strikes. So much devastation is
all too readily visible within
our fire prone" society.

Deliver me from judgement
on these people. You know how
many "fires" you have had to
put out in my own life, so I
cannot be anything but com­
passionate to wardsothers who
are burnt. So as I apply the
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B
uly 1986 saw a big change
in our lives. We left Tas­
mania for Papua New

Guinea. We were uncertain
how we would manage to live
in another country and fit into
another culture but God has
been with us as he had prom­
ised and has blessed us in many
ways.

Then came another change
that will live in our memories
for a long time to come. In July
1989 a phone call finally came
to tell us that there was accom­
modation for our sons at
Ukarumpa in the Highlands of
PNG. Ukarumpa is the Sum­
mer Institute of Linguistics
base and they have a primary
and high school there.

Bags were packed and we
made arrangements to fly up to
Ukarumpa. The day we flew
the sun was shining but our
sons were very downcast. They
knew they needed to give
Ukarumpa a try but they also
knew if they couldn't cope that
they weren't going to be made
stay.

We were met at Aiyura, the
airstrip at Ukarumpa, by our
friends, George and Wendy
Elliott. They gave us a tour of
Ukarumpa prior to dropping
us off at the place where we
were to be staying.

First impressions are vital
and some first impressions we
received that day weren't
happy ones. We wondered how
we were going to leave our sons

Wayne, Timothy, Janet, Matthew and Jonathan Kerrison

there. Everything was new and
strange and there were still new
experiences to face. A new
school, finding new friends,
new parents, leaving mum and
dad and living in a hostel. These
first impressionschanged when
we met theboys' hostel parents,
Tom and Carol. They are a
lovely coupleand we felt happy
to leave our sons in their care.

We all faced many new
things in that first week but
God was by our side enabling
us to overcome our fears and 

uncertainty. Friday came far too
quickly for each of us and it
was very hard for only three of
us to fly back to Madang
knowing we were leaving be­
hind two sad sons.

Life for us was very quiet,
but we soon adjusted, just as
the boys did to their much
noisier new household. They
have matured in their time at
Ukarumpa. Jonathan has come
from saying, "I hate being a
new boy at school," to being
able to now say, "We can han- 

dleanythingafter thefirst week
at Ukarumpa." In the begin­
ning Matthew said to his house
mum, "I'm only here for 10
weeks!". Recently he said in
one of his letters to us, "Praise
the Lord all nations! Praise him,
all peoples! His love for us is
strong and his faithfulness is
eternal. Praise the Lord." Psalm
117)

As we now face another
change at the end of this year,
we face it with uncertainty of
what the future holds for us.
We do however, know him who
holds the future in his hands
and because of that, although
we are uncertain about many
thingsand have mixed feelings
about leaving PNG, the work
we have been doing and our
friends, we are able to step out
again and trust the unchanging
God.

° On 16 December the Kerrison
family return from Madang in
Papua New Guinea to their home
in Launceston, Tasmania. For
four years they have served the
Australian churches, the Confer­
ence of Churches of Christ in
Papua New Guinea and their
fellow missionaries and they have
served God. The Overseas Mission
Board gives thanks to God for
them and encourages the
Churches of Christ in Australia to
join in thanksgiving for the life of
the Kerrison family. We also en­
courage you to pray for their
future mission and ministry.

Through You Lordointment of your forgiveness,
protect me from unsuspected
flames lest I too be burnt.

Let not my eyes be ever only
on those in crisis.

In such situations it is so easy
to overlook the faithful, the
undaunted, the plodders who
are the strength of the local
church. They too have their
daily pressures and tensions
out are not so apparent to oth­
ers.

But Lord, they too need that
sense of refreshment, that re­
alisation of being worthwhile,
or that need to have a pressure
valve release from self-pity or
self-importance.

I would seek to minister to
them in your name and power 

1 December 1990

and meet them in the arena of
their need.

Lord, you have given me a
tremendous privilege in min­
istering to such a diverse peo­
ple. Together they make up,the
expression of your "body' in
this locality.

May they grasp the wonder
ofthatcallingand priyilegeand
be aware that the unity of their
relationship is the charisma of
Christ and the reality of it per­
sonally indwelling in their own
lives. , . ,To this end I ask for wisdom,
grace and power to help them.

Amen.

• Ray Hawkins is the minister of
the Maitland, NSW, church.

You give me the words, Lord,

I would not normally utter,
You let me speak. Lord,
Where I would normally stutter.

Through you Lord,
I pause before I act.
With you, Lord,
My salvation is our pact.

Through you Lord,
I have learned to pray
For you, Lord,
Teach me what to say.

Through you. Lord,
I see a bright new world.
With love and forgiveness.
And other treasures untold.

I thank you, Lord,
For you take time to care and not

hasten.
We speak words into the air.
And by faith we know you listen.

You know. Lord, of our needs, wor­
ries and cares,

You know when to be silent,
And when to answer our prayers.

Through you. Lord,
We learn to be humble at your feet.
And thank you for your under­

standing,
And giving us the courage to face

the trials we meet.

—Margaret Mehegan
(West Preston, Vic)
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