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Christmas was celebrated with special events in our churches across Australia:
(top left) shepherds and angels at Gisborne, Vic, (top right) David Goodwin as "Psalty"
and children in a musical at Surrey Hills, Vic, (bottom left) Ainslie, ACT, CWF's hat
parade and (bottom right) the arrival of the shepherds at Berwick, Vic. See pages 16-17.
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Gmest Editorial

WGdcsb0® to from HW®?
by David Pyne

®
n 2 November 1990, Churches of
Christ, in Western Australia cel­
ebrated 100 years of witness. Over

the year as a Brotherhood we have been
celebrating in many and varied ways, each
committee having the responsibility of
bringing us all together to celebrate.

We have reflected on our early begin­
nings and traced our journey up to the
present, which is all very ~
well, but the big question
that needs to be addressed 
is "Where to from here?"

Our forefathers restored
us back to the New Testa­
ment teachings and princi­
ples, werememberour plea
for unity, we remember in
all things essential—unity,
in all things non essential—
liberty, in all things—love.
Does our plea for unity
have the same meaning to­
day? Our coming together
does not have the same appeal, our overall
membership is small.

I am reminded and I quote from HJ.
Banks, an early evangelist: "Froma people
unknown and unsought we have risen
into prominence, our plea for unity by a
return to a primitive Christianity causing
many people to enquire—who are these
people," and I ask the question: Are we as
well known as we ought to be or think we
are? I don't believe so.

What is the future of Churches of Christ?
What is our role now and in the future?
The church has to take a long hard look at
itself. One can't help but recall that back in
history we were somebody, a force to
reckoned with, known and sought after,
but today we are leaning towards a new
style of independence.

We are no longer keen to be involved in
the wider church council meeting to ex­
press ourbeliefs and viewpoints. Our voice
is not heard in community affairs and is­
sues—to a large degree we have elected to
cut ourselves off.

Today we see mergers taking place in
business—why? So business can become
bigger and stronger, more viable, to be
more of a force, to compete in today's
market place. Survival is the name of the
game.

What is the church doing? Sadly break­
ing herself down into as many separate
groups as possible. Can we wonder why
the average person is confused?

If the Christian church is to be a force for
our Lord Jesus Christ in the 21st century, 

the church has to present a more sincere
united front and as Churches of Christ we
should be out there leading the way.

The church has to critically examine its
ministry and come up with a style of evan­
gelism in keeping with the New Testa­
ment that will serve the 21st century. We
will need to admit mistakes and be pre­
pared to reorganise structure, axe unpro­
ductive programs and the like.

The church's mission has to be people
---------------- orientated. The family unit

has to be evaluated cor­
rectly. We have missed out
in the past by devoting
energies mainly to chil­
dren. Weneedtheadults—
we then will have a far
better chance with the
young people.

We are constantly re­
minded through the me­
dia of changes that will and
are to take place. Changes

' in the future are going to be
____ j unbelievable and as the

church we will need to be ready to move
with changes and make changes.

Are we preparing now, ready to be the
front-line force?

Weare about to have a ready made work
force. Early retirements are a reality so we
are going to have an abundance of retired
resources to tap.

What a tremendous thought, the possi­
bilities are unlimited. Now is the time to
harness such power, to train and redeploy
the skills to maximise a powerful potential
to let loose in a rapidly changing world.

The Christian church has never been so
well off as it is today. Every area of minis­
try can be strengthened.

We need to plan right now to be "Where
to from Here".

Are we about the Master's business?
Do we really mean business in reaching

the unsaved?

• David Pyne is the Conference President of
Churches of Christ in Western Australia. He
and his wife are members of the Warwick
church, where he has been a board member
and secretary. David has served as Confer­
ence Treasurer, secretary of the Bunbury
church and secretary of the Churches of
Christ South West Conference. Currently he
is serving on the Executive Committee and
Home Missions Committee. Employed as a
Westrail officer for the past 33 years, admin­
istering in computer applications, David and
Thelma have three daughters, two married
all three and sons-in-law actively involved in
Churches of Christ in Western Australia

2 The Australian Christian
2 February 1991



News

0 Exciting year for Bellarine Peninsula church

INIsw Nam®, IMJew VOsOoro

Brad Lewin on the steps leading to the office

1990 was a somewhat turbu­
lent , but exciting year for us at
thechurchatOcean Grove, Vic.

In February we welcomed
new minister Brad Lewin, who
came to his first appointment
after graduating from the In­
stitute of Contemporary
Church Leadership in Wollon­
gong, NSW. Brad, a 22-year-
old Western Australian, be­
lieves that God has called him
for service at Ocean Grove.

For some time we had been
sharing the Uniting Church
premises and were grateful for
their co-operation, but we de­
cided it was time to move out
in faith to our own premises to
help create our own identity
within the community.

We are now worshipping at
the Senior Citizens Hall and
find this arrangement adequate
until such time as we can build
our own church.

With this in mind we have
purchased a 2’A acre block of
land in Malpas Drive,
Wallington, close to the town
of Ocean Grove and visible
from the Bellarine Highway.
With vision and faith a new
constitution was drawn up and
now our church has been offi­
cially renamed the Bellarine

Peninsula Church of Christ. In
this more central location of
the Peninsula we hope to reach
out to Barwon Heads, Clifton
Springs, Drysdale, Port-
arlington, Queenscliff and
Point Lonsdale.

AVision Givingprogram has
been introduced with the aim
of paying fully for our block of
land within two years. This is
in addition to our normal con­
tribution and a sincere effort is
being made to fulfil this vision.
This will be done with the as­
sistance of the Properties Cor­
poration.

A new church officehasbeen
opened in Ocean Grove—
above a liquor store and TAB
office—perhaps not the ideal
location, but it is central, was
available and perhaps we are
meant to be there as a visible
influence to an alternative way
of life.

This office is staffed by vol­
untary assistants five mornings
a week and is "open house" to
visitors in addition to provid­
ing a work, study and coun­
selling area for Brad. From here
we also run a cassette tape and
book library available on loan
to all in the community.

At this office we also hold a

"Sunday at Seven" service,
which is proving to be a
popular, intimate fellowship
time of praise and worship.

The church has an active
outreach through midweek ac­
tivity for primary and second­
ary school age groups as well
as various adult cell groupsand
a KYB study group.

What started as an "Amity"
singles group has now devel­
oped into a general friendship
group and many happy hours
have been spent in fun pur­
suits.

Pastoral care too is an active
group with a loving concern
demonstrated in a practical way
with support for those in need
of occasional assistance.

We have a group of men—
the "Crumpet Munchers", who
meet weekly for breakfast and
Bible study.

Sunday School is a small
group with a wide range of
ages, making it difficult for a
normal class situation, but this
is being overcome by mothers
taking it in turn to provide va­
riety, learningand stimulation.
A creche is also available for
preschoolers.

One of our members has a
gifted ministry with puppets.

Through Brad's ministry five
people have dedicated their
lives to the Lord this year and
have been baptised at the hall,
in the Barwon River or in the
sea—nothing like variety!

Ten new membershavebeen
welcomed into our congrega­
tion and are active in partici­
pation.

A good number of people
responded to the invitation to
attend John Bond's evange­
lism training program earlier
in the year and we hope to put
some of these ideas to good use
as we reach out to new districts,
new housing estates and an
outreach to single-parent fami­
lies and the elderly in 1991.

Our deacons spent a full day
in retreat to seek the Lord's
vision for our church in 1991
and our minister Brad and
elder, Stuart Thomson, had a
weekend retreat in meditation,
concentration and prayer to
seek to know God's will for our
church and community.

—Joyce Reed

° Nerang ventures
forward with the
Uniting church

Co­
operating

1991 will mark a significant
timein theNerang,Qld,church
as we move into a co-operative
venture with the Ashmore
Uniting Church.

Since its inception as a fel­
lowship the Nerang church has
been worshipping in the local
Community Hall. Unfortu­
nately that facility is deterio­
rating and getting noisier as
the traffic builds up in the area,
and the whole situation for
children is impossible.

Given this problem the
church looked around for al­
ternative accommodation, but
none was available, until the
Ashmore Uniting Church in­
vited us to share their new fa­
cility in Cotlew Street.

The minister of the Uniting
Church and I have known each
other for some 20 years, and
therefore the move to a work­
ing relationship has so far been
painless.

It is our intention to main­
tain the independence and
distinct character of each con­
gregation, but to seek new ways
of outreach and mission to­
gether. To this end a joint sen­
ior youth group has already
been formed while extending
the membership of the junior
one.

The process of working
through the move has not been
easy, but there have been some
very positive events. One of
these was the joint baptism
service, when four people were
immersed, two members of the
Uniting Church and two from
Church of Christ. Over Christ­
mas five services were held,
which would have been virtu­
ally impossible for a single
minister or congregation.

We pray that this new ven­
ture will bring glory and
growth to the Body of Christ,
as well as a more comfortable
and pleasant place of worship.

—Bryan Mee
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• First baptism at Mount Clear chape! for
40 years

Ba[pftasm Oira IM<aw Ba^ftOsftiry
During an inspiring and chal­
lenging service in December,
19-year-old Pamela Sutcliffe
became the first person to be
baptised at the Mount Clear,
Vic, church for some 40 years.

In recent yearsbaptisms have
been conducted at neighbour­
ing Dawson Street church be­
cause there was no baptistry in
the tiny Mt Clear chapel.

That chapel has since been
relocated and is now used as a
youth hall in the new worship
centre completed three years
ago. The baptistry was the last
structure to be built in the new 

complex and was finished early
last year.

The baptismal service was
conducted by minister Dale
White, but Pam was baptised
by her father, Bill Sutcliffe, a
new member at Mt Clear and
Field Officer for Prison Fel­
lowship International.

The service was one highlight
in a very rewarding year for
the church, a year in which at­
tendances at both services in­
creased approximately 15%, the
youth work expanded and
many new folk joined in fel­
lowship and worship.

Dale White (minister), Pam Sutcliffe and Bill Sutcliffe

Old Friends and New
are invited to

the Official Opening
of the

Berkeley Vale Church of Christ
Worship Centre

on
Sunday, 17 February, at 3 pm

Afternoon Tea Praise Offering
RSVP Minister—Gary Hamilton

(043) 62 1975
Location: cnr Clare Cres & Colleen St

Alan Blyth baptises Norma Hipwell as husband Andrew and
daughter Kellie look on

In an unique event for the
Albury, NSW, church an en­
tire family was baptised.

Norma, Andrew and Kellie
Hipwell made their commit­
ment together, being baptised
by the church's pastoral min­
ister Alan Blyth. It was one of
Alan's last official functions
before preparing to take up his
new position at Howrah, Tas.

As Alan told the large con­
gregation at the Good News
Celebration Sunday night
service, Kellie had been ready
for baptism for some time, but
mother and father, Norma and
Andrew, wanted to be pre­
pared, so the date for the bap­
tism was not set until all felt
they were ready.

Their preparation included
six Sundays of "getting back to
basics" with the "Christianity
Explained" series, led by
church member Marion
Kowarzik, followed by Bible
studies and discussion with
Alan.

Andrew said that at first the
awesome significance of the
commitment was a little
daunting, but as the prepara­
tion continued, "a veil was
lifted from my eyes and a bur­
den from my shoulders and I
gave it all to the Lord to take 

care of—and he did".
The Hipwells have been at­

tending for more than three
years after moving to Albury
from Nambucca Heads.

Norma, a clerk and house­
wife, is one of the regular Sun­
day School teachers while
Kellie, now in her final year at
Albury High, plays saxophone,
and Andrew, a journalist, plays
drums in the church's music
team.

IW Crow aft
Tth® [Paft^Ih
Dr Paul Crow, currently the
President of the Council of
Christian Unity of the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ), will be attending the
7th Assembly of the World
Council of Churches in Can­
berra during February.

On 17 February he will be in
Melbourne and at 10.30 am
service he will be preaching at
The Patch, Vic, church.

This service is to be followed
by an informal BYO luncheon
at the Monbulk Community
Centre, where Dr Crow will
further report on the WCC
Assembly.
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News

Peter Watson, Linda Watson, Kym Steele and John Rees

• Institute for Contemporary Church
Leadership graduation

Awards

• Berkeley Vale

©[peiraSoDg [D)ay
The Berkeley Vale, NSW,
church family is anticipating a
great day of worship and praise
on Sunday, 17 February, when
the official opening of a new
worship centre will be cel­
ebrated. This new building is a
significant step forward for a
church family of limited mate­
rial resources but with a vision
of outreach to the community.
A great commitment of time,
energy and finances has gone
into establishing a focal point
for the gospel in the area. Min­
ister Gary Hamilton expresses
high praise to the church for
this demonstration of faithful­
ness and fellowship.

Without the support of the
Brotherhood the vision may not
have been realised. Over the
years Berkeley Vale has re­
ceived good support through
Conference departments, es­
pecially the Dept of Church
Development and Education
and the Property Trust.

Local church support was
represented by sister church
Wyoming, which played a
major role in contributing to
the maintenance of ministry in
Berkeley Vale in its formative
years. The work of David
Bishop, the builder of the new
centre has been praised and
appreciated.

Recently on the Central Coast
a sect received wide media
coverage when a building was
completed in three days by
followers from all over NSW,
who contributed time and
money to their particular cause.
As a brotherhood of believers
can we be any less committed?

The Berkeley Vale family is
calling on the Australian
Churches of Christ to maintain
solidarity and mutual support
and take up the challenge of
sharing in the work at Berkeley
Vale.

An invitation is extended to
any who would like to share in
a service of praise and thanks­
giving. The service will com­
mence at 3 pm and will be fol­
lowed by afternoon tea. To fa­
cilitate catering contact Gary
Hamilton on (043) 621975.

On 23 November 1990 15
graduating Institute for Con­
temporary Church Leadership
students were honoured for
their achievements in ministry
training and Christian studies.

Those graduating with a Di­
ploma in Ministry were Linda
and Peter Watson, who com­
mence ministry with Bishop­
dale Church of Christ in New
Zealand; Kym Steele, who has
been called to ministry at Port
Macquarie, NSW; and John
Rees, who takes up a position
with the Institute in 1991 as
Director of Church Planting.

Certificates of Ministry were
awarded to Jenni Helm,
Narellan; Joanne Hopper,
Woonona; Dion Kingi, New
Zealand; Brett Rolfe, Wol­
longong; Kerry Sturgess,
Wollongong; Sharon West,
Thornleigh; and Jayne Wilson,
Wollongong. Four others from
Wollongong, Joan and Eric

Dronfield,JulieLarcombeand
Victoria Olivares, were
awarded a Certificate of Chris­
tian Studies for two years part-
time biblical studies.

Two prizes were awarded
during the service. The Dr
David Beavis Church Growth
Award went jointly to Linda
and Peter Watson fortheir zeal
and vision for church growth.
A Homiletics prize was given
to John Rees for excellence in
preaching. This prize was gen­
erously sponsored by the Glen
Waverley, Vic, church.

Paul Grant, Principal of
Garden City School of Minis­
tries, was the speaker and de­
livered a message that was en­
couraging to both graduating
students and guests.

The graduation will be the
only one held in the temporary
premises of the Wollongong
church, a reminder of its excit­
ing stage of growth.

0 Vic-Tas finds a new
home

CapeO Sftreeft
Last year the Vic-Tas Confer­
ence Centre at 52 La Trobe
Street, Melbourne, was sold for
a price of $2.4m. A relocation
committee then had the task of
looking at suitable properties
in and around Melbourne. A
number of churches expressed
views about possible locations
of the centre.

The attention of the com­
mittee was drawn to a building
at Tl-T) Capel Street, North
Melbourne. The building was
auctioned in November and the
Westpac Bank were expecting
a price in the vicinity of
$700,000, however the highest
bid was only $610,000. The
building is somewhat larger
than the area that is occupied
by departments in La Trobe
Street and itslocation overcame
some of the problems that had
been conveyed by some
churches.

The relocation committee
recommended to the Confer­
ence Executive that they pur­
chase the property for $650,000,
and this wasdone.Two to three
years ago the property was
purchased by a developer who
refurbished the property for a
price well in excess of Sim.

It is estimated that it will cost
about S150,000 to provide the
necessary office partitioning
etc. 11 is planned that the prepa­
ration of the new building and
the removal to the new build­
ing will take place between
March and September.

Christian Womens
and Friends Craft
and Sightseeing

Tour
16 days—departs 22

March and 1 April
Includes craft fair, classes,

world quilt show, local
attractions and sightseeing

Enquiries, Joyce Willis,
Inner Faith Travel, Bexhill
PO 2480. Phone (066) 28

4188. Price $2,444

Prooof Reader Required9
If you have a love of reading and English and a critical
mind, live within easy access "The Christian" office in
Melbourne, want some voluntary Christian service and
have two Mondays a month free—do we need you!

Duties include checking the issue against copy, and
generally finding all the errors the editors and the computers
have missed. (Just look at this issue!)

If you are interested contact Chris Ambrose at the "AC"
office on (03) 3791219.
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People

Edna Vawser

Denby to North Turramurra
T-w ’ -- -

The Australian Christian6
2 February 19?1

(08)378 3112
Ltconsod Agents

Mombdf of tho Pool I stalo Institute

Phone (08)373 3880
Fox (08)373 3879
AH

Providing a service in
new and established

homes, units,
townhouses; property
management; Invest­
ment; sales, auctions.

For all your real
estate needs

Dean Sander

The Churches of Christ Theo­
logical College, Mulgrave,
Board has begun a process of
search and selection for a new
principal. A series of interviews
was conducted prior to Christ-
masbut those interviewed were
unavailable for the position.

The Board has now decided
to give itself time for a careful
selection by appointing Dr
Keith Bowes as interim Prin­
cipal for 12 months. The Board
is indebted to the Brighton, SA,
church for its willingness to
release Keith at very short no­
tice. The Board is also extremely
grateful to Keith and Robin for
their willingness to disrupt
their careers and home life for 

• Ednar Vawser and Hazel Skuce receive
medals in India

OA Presentation

Road will be the twenty-fifth
home for Denby and his wife
Marie. God's work; and the
needs of people have taken the
Holmes family to Malaysia and
every state of Australia.

Denby said, "My vision for
North Turramurra is a caring
church, a Bible-believing
church, a relevant church, a
welcoming church and a Christ-
centred church."

Denby Holmes will team up
with Lloyd Irwin, who, as as­
sociate minister for four years,
guides programs for 200 chil­
dren and young people.

the work of the wider church.
Keith commenced on 22 Janu­
ary, a month before Robin is
able to finish her work com­
mitment in Adelaide.

Keith has indicated that heis
not a contender for the perma­
nent position of Principal but
he is very pleased to provide
his experience and expertise in
the interim both as principal
and teacher. Keith's involve­
ment will ensure that the
teaching commitments and the
administrative requirements of
the College will be maintained
while the Board continues to
seek the most appropriate can-

Denby Holmes began as sen­
ior minister at North
Turramurra, NSW, church this
month. Denby Holmes comes
from Paddington, where he
successfully ministered to a
wonderful mix of students,
nurses, army personnel,
yuppies, dinky-di Australians
and newcomers from many
countries.

Denby is a Bible teacher, a
former army chaplain (with
service in Vietnam), a glider
pilot, a parachutist and a
trusted friend of many.

A house in Bobbin Head

In December the Australian
High Commissioner to India,
David Evans presented Order
of Australia medals to two
Australian citizens resident in
India.
Edna Vawserand Hazel Skuce
received their medals for serv­
ice to community and rural de­
velopment in India through the
Australian Churches of Christ
Overseas Mission.

Miss Vawser wisthefounder
trustee of the Baramati Agri-
culturalDevelopmentTrustin
Maharashtra since 1967 and
treasurer. Miss Skuce is the
foundation trustee and secre­
tary of the Baramati Develop­
ment Trust in Maharashtra
since 1974. She was the secre-
tary/treasurer of the Ma­
harashtra Christian and Adult
Education Committee from
1958 to 1990.

In presenting theawards, Mr
Evans congratulated Miss
Vawser and Miss Skuce for their
life-long devotion to helping
the people of India and an­
nounced that the Australian
Government would provide a
grant to enable the Trust to
purchase an ambulance to sup­
port its humanitarian program.
He said he was honoured and
proud to be in Bombay to
present the Order of Australia
Medals to such dedicated peo­
ple.

• Keith Bowes to lead college for the year

CCTC Orateirta WncipaO

I & Associates
469 Goodwood Roadl
Cumberland Park 50411

Robin and Keith BowesHaze Skuce

Ply. Lid.



News

Mew SoMtmd] System aft ©swsogd Sfttreeft
The Dawson St, Ballarat, Vic, church was blessed recently with the gift of $7,000 for the purchase
of a new sound system. This new system has enhanced the growing musical ministry of the church
as it continues to grow under the leadership of Stephen Templeton. Music plays a vital part in the
church as can be seen by over $10,000 being spent last year on the sound system, a drum kit and a
new synthesiser.

Eric Johnston, In charge of sound at Dawson St, enjoying the luxury of a new sound system

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singtos
Followshlp offers fnendshp
through correspondsnca with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Writs enclosing a stamped,

salf-addrassad anvalopo
to:

CSF, PO Box 411,
Mayfield 2304

Red Hill Church of Christ
106th Anniversary and

Homecoming

All past members welcome
to the anniversary and

luncheon
Sunday. 17 March. 10 am

Speaker: Harvey Miller
RSVP by 19 February

to Secretary. Terry Smith.
274 Hodgins Road.

Hastings 3915
Phone (059) 79 1563

Kooringal 1991
| Available for small resided- |
| tial groups (6-14 persons), i
I church, social, family. Self- •
I catering. Lawn tennis court, I
, spa. From $20.00 per night .
I per person. Twin-share I
: rooms. Situated at i

Williamstown, SA. !
I Enquiries: Kevin Harvey I

(085) 24 6196.

This valuable resource kit is available free ot charge to
your church or organisation courtesy ol

This outstanding material is a must
for the teenagers and their parents
in your church. It provides an opportunity to
discuss teenage alcohol use and abuse in an
educative, enticing and engrossing manner.

ANSVAR
the motor and household insurance company for you.

| VIC (03) 650 9711 NSW 008 337 330 QLD(07)221 8449
SA (08) 232 1272 WA (09) 321 6291

V==—

An educational resource
kit about teenagersand
alcohol.

IMlalkfiinig) (tediio) Waives
In February a new radio pro­
gram is to commence on 6NR
sponsored by Churches of
Christ in Western Australia.
Talented producer/presenter
Grant Stone will host the half-
hour segment, which will go to
air every Thursday afternoon
at 3.30 pm.

Through magazine-style
segments containing commen­
tary, interviewsand music it is
hoped to raise the community
profile of Churches of Christ in
Western Australia. Listeners
will be encouraged to make
comments or request further
information. The programs are
aired weekly for a month each
quarter. Each monthly series
and programs will follow a
theme, for example Restoration
principles, youth in thechurch,
the aged.

This venture is an initiative
of the WA Department of
Evangelismand isbeing trialed
for a twelve-month period.

Grant Stone

2 February 1991 The Australian Christian 7



Letters are limited to
200 words

First- or Second-Class
Christians

To the Editor,
I wish with love to correct

Ken Dawson's cynical self­
classification as a second-class
Christian ("AC" 1 December).
There is no such person—all
who are bom again in Christ
Jesus are first-class, perfect in
him and as the seed of God,
unable to sin (1 John 3:9).

Perhaps he has misjudged
his being in Christ with his
walk in the world.

That some feel led to raise
hands in praise or a humble
sign of surrender in no way
looks down on those who don't.
It is not for the notice of others,
but strictly to God.

Also many who say Lord, or
father, often while publicly
praying, may do so for many
reasons of uncertainty in their
walkwithnothoughtofputting
others down or making them
feel second-class Christians.

As for tongues, well Ken,
Paul did not find fault with
tongues, as he spoke in tongues
more than any, but in the mis­
use of them.

Do you realise that Paul
spoke of the use of tongues in
more than one way? There is
the message coming down
from God to the church which
needs interpretation. This is
whatPaul corrected, the misuse
of in the Corinthian church and
suggested order; and not eve­
ryone has this gift.

Then there is the tongue Paul
uses more than any and wishes
all did, and that is from the
Christian, by the Holy Spirit,
upward to God, which can be
done collectively or privately
as the Spirit gives utterance for
praise, worship, orintercession.

The better way Paul spoke of
is doing all things in love and I
suggest that Ken do so instead
of grieving the Holy Spirit who
is doing his work through the
willing, even with tongues.

—Kay Graham
(Magill, SA)

12th Commandment
To the Editor,

Like Des Symes ("AC" 15

Letters to the Editoir

December) I believe the Lord
was a questioner. Not doubt
but insatiable for truth, clarity,
simplicity and masterful inter­
active teaching. Finding "sim­
ple answers" deny our hu­
manity and the faith we are all
called to.

His boyhood—questions!,
His ministry—"without a par­
able (question) spoke he not to
them"! His death—"If it be
possible..."? Maybe it's some
of that spirit which drives me
at times, particularly to ask Des,
"Did the masterof total timeless
truth belittle his God with 'Fa­
ther'?" With all that is in me I
believe not. In fact my further
question is, "When will the
church discover that 'Father' is
the very touchstone and cor­
rective of our faith?" The title is
an immaculate selection from
many in the OT. What title alone
in crystal clarity defines the
source of our "agape" love?
"Father"! For the breathtaking
excitement of the Saviour's
credentials is infused love! His
gospel; not only to be loving
but there is a power impreg­
nating us all, the wise ask for
more. So I suggest the "father"
model is timeless and perfect.
A 12th commandment? "The
loving shall live by faith (and
oh does it take faith) bringing
justice for all." (Sorry Mr
Luther.)

—Doug F. Smith
(Camp Hill, Qld)

The Last Word
To the Editor,

I am surprised you didn't
heed Geoff Ismail's letter of
complaint about the jokes in
"The Last Word" ("AC" 15
December), which hepoints out
as trivialising Christian stand­
ards. In your 15 December is­
sue, you have yet another car­
toon about the mythical char­
acter St Nicholas, alias Santa
Claus, alias Father Christmas.
You also have a highly sug­
gestive joke about burning
posteriors, that features two
crows in conversation. You
tri vialise Hell in your joke about
the injured pedestrian as well.

Let's get such stuff out of our
church paper. And while we're
at it, let's get organs and other
"modern" musical instruments 

out of our chapels. Let s make
thewomen wear hats to church.
What has happened to Chris­
tian decency?

—David Allen
(Boronia, Vic)

PS: The joke about the lion
and the bull got a great recep­
tion in my workplace. Maybe it
demonstrated a universal truth
to a non-believer better than a
Biblical parable might!

Faith and Sudden
Death

To the Editor,
My comments on A.C.

Davey's letter ("AC" 3 No­
vember) may be a little late,
however, I feel led to write as I
believe a most significant point
has been lost—a dear soul
whom God dearly loves has
cried out in anguish and despair
to God's people, only to be re­
sponded to in an uncomforting
way.

While not doubting the great
spiritual knowledge of those
who have responded, I do
question their ability to recog­
nise and lovingly respond to 

A.C. Davey's need—under.
standing, support (both
prayerful and expressed) and
love. ("Love one another as 1
have loved you," i.e. with all
our imperfections.)

Dear sister, I too have expo-
rienced grief and hurt, even
questioned God's omnipotence
when facing the loss of loved
ones at early ages, but with
God-given perception through
his word—that written and that
expressed by his caring people,
accept that despite be what
may, God is love, God is in
command and God will one
day reunite us with loved ones
who have gone before.

You are remembered in my
prayers and I would expect
those of many others. God can
heal pain and strengthen your
faith—just ask him to.

—Bob Seeley
(Lower Plenty, Vic)

Women Dm Ministry
To the Editor,

There is no shortage of dis­
cussion, in these pages or in
other denominational journals

Letters fam Teirtiw

Crowing
To the Editor,

The computers used by the compositors of our local free paper
do not seem to have inbuilt spelling correction devices. We have
a lot of fun over their "howlers".
bnlhXlTmo1 311 art*Cle °n the life °f One of 0Ur t0P 10Ca’
vision __Hen'W^,<?.cametoourdistrictyearsagowithnothingbut
crowninetx^1115?655 t0 Work‘ mean‘ t0 saY' "He is a
the^fo" and p a successful entrepreneur." But it left out
example^''Or5fel1™ citizen as a "crowing
investigative joiinaUsm^ “ 3 miStake and nOt over-frank

mu“tcon£^^^ our little successes. I
to more sophisticated w lt °f c ack ^orner" myself and prone

When I do somethin °jSaylng, "What a good boy am 1!
something of a waste if kT/ °r thou8htful, it seems
praised. Hence the tendo *S not notlced, commented on and
recognition deserved. *° d° a CTOwing to get the

life have been on the few m.°st wonderful experiences of my
thoughtful things totaliv f^asions when 1 have been able t0 d<?
knowing. anonymously, without another soul

But there I am crowing again'
I must remind mv left h j '

what my right hand is doing *° mind *lS own business about
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Your "crowing example',
Tertius



on the topic of women in min­
istry. Most deal with a "theol­
ogy" of women, or the inter­
pretation of various biblical
texts. Without denying the va­
lidity of such discussion, I
suggest that there is another,
perhaps more important, pa­
rameter in the debate: the
"feelings" of those women in
ministry among us.

The temptation to conduct
our discussions at the purely
rational and intellectual level
too often ignores the "human­
ness" of the issue. It obscures
the reality that this topic is about
people and their faithful re­
sponse to God. Do we ever stop
to think, upon reading a letter
or article debating the validity
of womenin ministry, what that
must say and do to those
women who are in ministry in
our midst, or who may be dis­
cerning a call to train for min­
istry?

Richard Lawton has drawn
ourattentiontothisissue("AC"
17 November) and the photo
accompanying the news of
Norma Hall's 25 years in min­
istry ("AC" 15 December) helps
present the personal face of
women in ministry. So by all
means let the discussion con­
tinue. But let it not be at a per­
sonal cost to those women who,
heeding the call of God, are
making a valuable contribution
to ministry with our churches.

—David Brooker
(Surrey Hills, Vic)

What Churches of
Christ Can Say

To the Editor,
Graeme Chapman's pam­

phlet (whatever happened to
"provocative"?) "What
Churches of Christ Can Say
Together" ("AC" 1 December)
provides a mature summary of
where some of us believe the
Restoration Movement is today
in our society. One could
quibble over a phrase or two
but Graeme's statement allows
for such differences. If there is
to be a "movement" it is ap­
propriate that each generation
re-examine the ideas that gave
rise to its birth.

It is fashionable in many of
our churches today not to
mention "the plea", or the

Letters to

Restoration Movement or even
the Reformation of which
Churches of Christ are an on­
going expression. Indeed,
Graeme's pamphlet itself does
not mention these terms.

Churches of Christ aspire to
be both the church and a wit­
ness within it. While the latter
should notbeemphasised over
the former, the danger exists
that unless the witness is
maintained there will be no
Churches of Christ within a
generation and no witness.
Already we appear to be de­
volving into a loose confed­
eration of slightly evangelical
churches (a good name for a
conference structure?).

If there are some important
things we can say together, and
no one else is saying them, we
should say them.

—H.E. Hayward
(Berowra, NSW)

"Father"
To the Editor,

Des Purnell's Guest Editorial
("AC" 1 December) raises some
important issues about how we
may present God to others.
However, several problems
arise from her treatment of the
title "Father".

• If John's Gospel was
"written some sixty years later"
than Mark's then it was not
written any earlier than 120 AD.
Even very few radical scholars
attribute such a late date to
John.

• Des argues that fewer ref­
erences to God as Father in
Mark, the earliest Gospel,
compared with many refer­
ences in John, the latest Gospel,
shows that "over a period of
time tradition developed an
image of the fatherhood of
God". In fact the use of the title
"Father" by Jesus is attested by
every strand of the gospel tra­
dition, showing its importance
for both the gospel writers and
for Jesus.

• Des downplays the sig­
nificance of the title in the NT
when in fact, as one theological
dictionary put it, "the con­
cordance alone tells us that in
the concept of the fatherhood
of God we seeone of the central
ideas of primitive Christian
theology".

tBue Editor

° Another dictionary notes
that "throughout the NT 'Fa­
ther' is the distinctively Chris­
tian name for God." Jesus
taught his disciples to address
God as Father, the Aramaic
word he used, "Abba", even
being taken up directly by the
Greek-speaking Gentile con­
gregations founded by Paul.
(SeeMarkl4:36,cfRomans8:15
and Galatians 4:6).

If wedesire to take issue with
the dominance of the name
"Father" for God we need to
ask why God chose to reveal
himself in such a way. In the
OT God revealed himself as
Yahweh, in the NT Jesus re­
vealed God as Father. When
we need an image of God that
will bring comfort to the dis­
possessed, the exploited and
the abused we need look no
further than Jesus, who is "the
imageoftheinvisibleGod"and
who himself suffered in these
ways. After all it was Jesus who
said, "He who has seen me has
seen the Father."

—Michael Hannah
(Richmond, NSW)

Revival in Australia
To the Editor,

Over the last few years there
has been an ever-increasing
desire among God's people to
see revival.

God is faithful and I believe
that he is on the brink of
bringing revival to this country.

A study of the great revivals
of the past reveals that revival
occurs across the denomina­
tions and churches arise or be­
come closer to the New Testa­
ment model.

Churches of Christ should
be in a good position to be at
the forefront of revival as we
grew out of the desire to be a
New Testament church as re­
vealed in scripture.

Are we ready for revival?
Do we need to examine all

the things we do?
Do we need to examine our

understanding and acceptance
of scripture?

Have we fallen into the trap
of accep ting some scrip ture and
rejecting others because they
arebeyond our understanding,
experience or logic?

With this in mind and a de- |

sire to see that we as a church
are obedient to the Great
Commission I recommend to
you the book Great Revivals by
Colin Whittaker. Read and be
amazed at the movement of
God through the Holy Spirit
around the world. We should
not be inward-looking islands
but healthy, growing vines with
Jesus at our centre.

—C.A. Nicholls
(Bathurst, NSW)

WCC Meeting with
Aborigines

To the Editor,
I am perturbed that Churches

of Christ should be party to
animistic rites ("AC" 1 De­
cember): "All...will pass
through a shroud of smoke—
believed to cleanse mind, body
and spirit." This is blatant
heathenism. No Christian or­
ganisation or person can sanc­
tion this procedure.

If the WCC is Christian, it
should be acting under the
guidanceoftheHolySpirit, not
asking permission of Satanic
powers and authorities to hold
meetings to worship, praise and
honour the Triune Living
Creator Saving God. The Holy
Spirit calls Christians to "come
out from among them and be
separate" and "be not un­
equally yoked together" with
those who deny the crucified,
risen Saviour, our Lord Jesus.

The claim that the WCC
should be the world religion
smacks of the New Age move­
ment, which is possibly the ve­
hicle of the final Anti-Christ/
harlot (Revelation 17). The
WCC seems to hold the belief
that all roads lead to God but
Jesus said, "No one comes to
the Father but by me." Psalm 1
and Paul's message in
Ephesians 2:20-22and 4:1-6 are
pertinent.

If Churches of Christ are to
speak where the scriptures
speak and be silent where the
scriptures are silent, they must
withdraw from the WCC.

—E.M. Brough
(Kerang, Vic)

Subscribe to "The
Christian" Today
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A Yearbook for Australian Churches
1991
by Peter Bentley, 'Tricia Blombery and Philip J. Hughes
(Christian Research Association) $16
This is the first of what is planned to be an annual production by
the Christian Research Association. In their research they felt the
need for a regular summary of Australian church life and faith.
Hence these statistics and comment that show the current state of
the church in Australia. It is a good mixture of statistical material
with reflections on the state of the church, which will be helpful
to anyone interested in understanding how the church is faring.

Guidelines for Church Building Projects
Don Cranston, a Queensland architect and a member of the firm
Merrin and Cranston Pty Ltd, who have designed the Southport
Church of Christ and Ashgrove Baptist Church as well as many
of the projects of the Queensland Churches of Christ Social
Service Department, has helped produced thisinterestingbooklet
for people who are involved in the planning of new church
complexes.

The booklet contains some interesting suggestions and a good
number of lists that would help anyone involved in such a project
ensure that they have covered all aspects of the project. Areas
covered include site potential, the building budget, the design
team, the design process, design checklist, contract documenta­
tion, building methods and contracts, the construction period
and continuing maintenance and insurance.

Available on request from Merrin and Cranston Pty Ltd, PO
Box 447, South Brisbane 4101. Cost unknown. —CRA

yearbookfor
AUSTRALIAN
CHURCHES

Withit Church of Christ

Inquire here about our fees for
blessings

We have negotiable rates for
bulk blessings

• Fleet owners
• Sports carnivals
• Buildings (factories a speciality)
•Professions
• Dogs, cats, goldfish

Please note:
exorcisms are optional extras

It is also helpful to have so many
of the addresses and contacts
gathered together in the one
publication.

Sections include ecumenical
organisations (a list of the major
ecumenical organisations located
in Australia and the major or­
ganisations to which Australian
churches have an affiliation), a
directory of Christian churches
and other religious groups (thisis
the major section of the book and
contains a short summary and a
list of people and addresses for
each church group and each state)
(note however that for Churches
of Christ everything was up to
date except New South Walesand 

that The Australian Christian was given as a monthly publication),
lists of a variety of non-denominational organisations and repre­
sentative bodies, publishers of religious books in Australia (not
a complete list as it does not include some publishing groups
within denominations, e.g. our own Vital Publications), a diary
of major events in Christianity (worldwide plus Australia) in the
past 18 months, interesting reflections from church leaders on
developments within and the future for their particular denomi­
nations (some interesting ideas could come from this section in
future years), statistical material from denominational statistics
and census figures (these should prove interesting for those
involved in church planning for the future), research reports
(including a long article on Pentecostal churches in Australia and
a list of many research projects that have been undertaken in
recent years in Australia), a selected bibliography of religious
books published in Australia or about Australia in 1989-90 and
an ecumenical calendar and lectionary for 1991.

This excellent research material is available from the Chris­
tian Research Association, 8 Power Street, Hawthorn 3122, or 6
Balfour Street, Wollstonecraft 2065.

[Let the Spirit
Speak to the
Churches
A Guide for the Study of the
Theme and the Issues
World Council of Churches
Seventh Assembly 1991
(WCC Publications)
This booklet is a shortened
version of the background
papers on the sub-themes of
the 7th World Council of
Churches Assembly to be
held in Canberra 7-20 Feb­
ruary under the theme
"Come, Holy Spirit—Renew
the Whole Creation". This
booklet examines the issues
of each of the four sub­
themes and the major issues
that they open up and has
been designed for use by
churches and groups to be­

gin discussions on the issues raised. The four sub-themes are
"Giver of Life—Sustain Your Creation!", "Spirit of Truth—Set Us
Free!", "Spirit of Unity—Reconcile Your People!" and "Holy
Spirit—Transform and Sanctify Us!"

A handy guide to some of the discussions that will be held at the
WCC Assembly, this booklet should be available from all state
Church Coundlofficesorfrom the Australian Council of Churches.

—CRA

BEET THE

SPIRIT
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Media Review

PURCHES
EC&guide for the study of
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News
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« Cantata gets standing ovation at Ainslie

Everlasting
Early in December a choir
consisting of mainly Ainslie,
ACT,church singers presented
the cantata "Everlasting Lord".
The cantata included a segment
for children, presented in tab­
leau and song. Colin Miller
discovered, trained and con­
ducted the presentation, which
was so well received by a
packed church that it received
a standing ovation. The Aus-
tral-Asian church joined the
congregation in morning wor­
ship and the cantata came as
the climax to the service. Colin Miller conducting the cantata

Applications for a licence to
establish Adelaide's newest
radio station have been called
for by the Minister of Trans­
port and Communications. The
special interest public radio
station will be on the FM band
and will be the first new station
since 1978. This new licence is
being made available as a re­
sult of 12 years persistent lob­
bying by Christian broadcast­
ers, Radio Alta Mira. They plan
to apply offering a wide range
of programs aimed at promot­
ing a positive outlook on life.

An off-air counselling service
will also be established as part
of the station, enabling listen­
ers to seek help with their
problems from trained coun­
sellors.

John Strugnell, Professor of
Christian Origins at Harvard
Divinity School,has been dis­
missed as chief editor of the
Dead Sea Scrolls following the
publication of an interview in
which he described himself as
an "anti-Judaist",called Juda­
ism "a horrible religion" and

to sain deeper insights into
the Scriptures and
Christian ministry

Single Subjects
Diploma or degree level

An exciting opportunity
awaits you

Registration Days
Feb 18 10.00am to 9.00pm
Feb 19 2.00pm to 8.00pm

Churches of Christ Theological College
40-60 Jacksons Road

MULGRAVE 3170
Phone: (03) 790 1000 Fax: (03) 795 1688

"originally racist", and sug­
gested that all Jews should
convert to Christianity.

A resounding "no to bish­
ops" is the response from 300
UCA members, parishes and
presbyteries to a discussion
paper Bishops in the Uniting
Church? The paper asked
whether the church's system of
oversight by councils ought to
be supplemented at presbytery
level by ordained ministers
called bishops.

The church in Asia sends
about 22,500 missionaries
through 650 mission agencies,
according to reports at the

Asian Missions Conference
held in Seoul, Korea in Au­
gust. Projections suggest that
there could be as many as
83,500 missionaries from Asia
by the year 2000.

An Ethiopian Orthodox
Church official says churches
in Ethiopia have suffered
greatly from the ongoing civil
war. He says in 1989, 83
churches were burned down
and 30 clergy lost their lives.
He says the EOC alone lost
many valuable relics. 3 of its
orphanages were forced to re­
locate, causing thousands of
children to suffer.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H (08) 278 4515
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News

Murraylands Ministry
For 12 months the Murray
Bridge, SA, church has paid
monthly visits to the local aged
homes complex, "Murray­
lands". This is a village of cot­
tages purchased by residents.
There are also no w a few rental
cottages provided by the
Housing Trust. All are occu­
pied by people who are still
reasonably active.

The visits came about be­
cause the minister. Bill
B o wden, called on two resident
members. Over a cup of tea
Elva Deed invited Bill to see
the hall. From that inspection
the idea of regular services
developed.

Almost all who attend are
lone women. Mr and Mrs
Gordon Job arrange the hall
and with helpers set up the 

kitchen to provide a cuppa.
Gordon tours the village in the
morning reminding people
who may otherwise forget.

Meetings arebrief and bright,
the Bible reading read by one
of the Murraylanders. One of
them, aged 92, selected her own
readings.

One of the younger members
suggested a basket tea for the
final meeting of the year. A
sumptuous meal was a time for
sharing at which church mem­
bers outnumbered residents.
There were items, an audio­
visual and carols, the Sunday
School gave an item and Bill
shared a talk with the group.
The Murraylanders expressed
their love and true appreciation
of Bill's pastoral care to them
with a gift.

Bill Bowden and Cordon job at final service for 1990

Many are members of other monthly visit has become their
churches yet for them this own special service.

• The Wyllies begin a mission in Australia's most ethnically diverse city

Team Fairfield
There are 100+ nationalities in
Fairfield, NSW, comprising
75% of the population of
180,000 (200,000 by 1994). 42%
are foreign born.

Major groups include new
migrants from South America
(Chile, Argentina, Uruguay),
the Middle East (Assyrian,

Armenian,Turkish), Vietnam,
Cambodia, Laos, the South
Pacific and the Philippines.

A survey taken in 1985 re­
vealed that less than 2% of
Fairfield's population attended
an evangelical church. That
situation has not improved—if
anything it has declined.

Debby, Chris (9), Phil and Lucy (11) Wyllle

The Fairfield church is
uniquely placed to have great
impact on this community.
Already operating are child­
care programs, provided free,
alanguage assistance program,
a craft group, youth group and
several care groups.

The membership of 25 (plus
12 regulars) come from every
walk of life, from every age
group, representing a typical
cross section of the community
it serves.

The church's facilities are
located at a major intersection
between the business district
and the flats and houses that
arc the district on two sides.

A plan was proposed sev­
eral years ago by minister Ted
Bjorem, but no response was
received. Since then, and over
the past two winters, a team
from the United States has
demonstrated what could be
done, if there were the resources
and long-term help.

The plan is simple, yet natu­
ral. Fairfield is looking for a
minimum of three teams
(family or singles) who will—

• settle into their street and
get acquainted with neigh­
bours. This is easy, as migrants
canbe very responsive and they
are outside a lot. The church

• look for opportunities to
invite them in for hospitality;

• once a minimum number
have responded, invite them in
for a Bible study (proven ma­
terial already developed) and
build from there;

• join with other team
members once a week for team
building, planning and prayer.
Once you have a group meeting
this would be once a fortnight;

• once a "church" has been
established either move to a
new street, return to their home
church or...while participation
at Fairfield is desired, people
from the Sydney area could
commute to their present
church.

Already Phil and Debby
Wyllie, who have concluded a
11-year ministry at the
Maylands church in Perth,
have accepted the challenge
and will lead the team. They
are now seeking support as this
is a missions project with no
pay from the church.

Multiculturalism is becom­
ing the norm in cities. Team
Fairfield seeks to model an ap­
proach for reaching this grow­
ing need. Inquiries may be ad­
dressed to Ted Bjorem, Team
Fairfield, 22 Alexander Street,
Smithfield, 2144. Phone (02) 604

2 February 1991



FIRST TIME IN AUSTRALIA

Selwyn Trevor J.
Hughes Partridge

A utbor of Further study section of
‘‘Every Day with Jesus" "Every Day with Jesus"

MELBOURNE - MAY 2ND - 4TH, 1991
SYDNEY - MAY 9TH - 11TH, 1991

NIGHT RALLIES FRIDAY & SATURDAY NIGHTS

YES, please send me details
of Selwyn Hughes' visit to Australia.

NAME

. - ------------>g
Return address -
Mrs Lois Gill
Christian Marketing
P/0 Box 154. North Geelong.
Vic. 3215

ADDRESS

POSTCODE 
Please enclose stamped addressed
envelope

Caring Seminars
Night Rallies
Minister's Seminar

Developing Effective
Worship in Your Church

Your church is unique! It has its own style of
worship, because you won't find the same group of
people anywhere else. Whether you are a worship
leader or a worshipper, you can make a difference.

Take six evenings to—
Look at worship in the early church as reflected in
the Bible.
Join in with a music workshop and evaluate
different approaches.
Consider the use of symbols, drama, architecture.
Explore the tremendous benefits of developing a
greater level of participation—the honest, human
face of worship.

When? Mondays, 18,25 February,
4,11,18,25 March 1991

Where? CCTC, 40-60 Jacksons Road,
Mulgrave 3170 (Mel way 80 K3)

Cost? $35 per person (includes notes)
Enrol Now by contacting the Registrar,

Graeme Wigney, at the College on
(03) 790 1000, or PO Box 629,
Mulgrave North 3170

... give children and their families
the most precious gift of freedom...

/T-a. (tz/'T)
5/// P f/y The incredible events in Eastern Europe

Russia have brought freedom to millions - and
with it, an enormous spiritual hunger. Along with the real need

for food and clothing people are crying out for Bibles and Christian
teaching. To meet this unprecedented need, the Bible Society has
launched its biggest project ever.

Operation Family - a commitment to supplying 30 million urgently-
needed Bibles to families in Eastern Europe and Russia by 1994.

That can only happen with your help! Just $15 will supply a Bible and
a Children's Bible or New Testament to two families. You can help two or
more families each month. So please use the coupon now. Give newiy-
freed families the most precious gift of freedom - their own Bibles!

THE BIBLE SOCIETY IN AUSTRALIA

I
Ges, I want to join Operation Family and send the Bible
I to families in Russia and Eastern Europe.
|  I enclose my first monthly pledge of $15 to help 2 families.
|  I want to help more than 2 families each month. I will pledge $ |
; I enclose my first monthly pledge for families j

($15 for 2 families). I understand I have the right to cancel my
[ pledge at any lime. .
I  My cheque is attached or 3
I  please charge my  Bankcard  Mastercard  Visa

j I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 90.5093/AC |

| Signature _ ______________________________ Expiry dale |
| NAME I
I ADDRESS I
I POSTCODE
I Please complete and mail to:
| Operation Family
■ The Bible Society in Australia Inc.
} 23 Liverpool Street Ingleburn NSW 2565

I
1
I
1

J
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Happenings

New Zealand-based UCB
Pacific hopes to have 2
Christian radio stations set
up in the Pacific Islands by
the end of 1991. UCB has
been granted licences to
broadcast in both Tonga
and Western Samoa.

Regions Beyond Mission­
ary Union is to close down
after more than 100
years—but its work will
go on. Workers in Nepal,
Peru, Zaire and Irian Jaya
(Indonesia) are to Join
forces with other missions
in their countries. RBMU
has 50 workers on 3 con­
tinents. By ceasing to be
an independent mission,
leaders believe they will
cut administrative work
and free more people for
direct ministry.

3 Cubans were ordained
on 4 Novemberas Lutheran
pastors to serve the small
Evangelical Church of the
Lutheran Confession in
Cuba. The church was offi­
cially recognised by the
government on 7 May
1990. When Lutheran mis­
sionaries left Cuba in 1959
there were no Cuban pas­
tors and the church con­
tinued under lay leadership.
The church's 3 buildings
were confiscated by the
government and worship
continued in private homes
or in borrowed Methodist
or Episcopal churches. As
the church is very poor the
3 pastors will continue in
secular employment.

The Victorian Baptist As­
sembly In December
voted 238 to 132 not to
rejoin the Victorian
Council of Churches.

A study of rapidly growing
churches in the US has
found that one key ingre­
dient to the successof these
churchesisthattheydonot
try to be all things to all
people. The Barna Research
Croup noted that growing
churches address one or
two specific needs in the
communityand targettheir
resources to meet those
needs.

More than 100,000 Sri
Lankans have fled fighting
In their Island country for
the security of India since

June 1990. 1,000-3,000
refugees cross the Palk
Strait, the narrow strip of
sea that separates South­
ern India and Sri Lanka,
each day.

Growing congregations
have been causing prob­
lems for many Soviet
churches: there simply are
not enough ordained min­
isters. That is slowly
changing as more oppor­
tunities for theological
training are being offered.
According to the Confer­
ence of European Churches
7 seminaries for Orthodox
priests have now been
opened.

The Austrian church news
agency Kathpress reports
that 26 Roman Catholic
clergy have been released
from Albanian goals re­
cently. The Albanian
leadership has announced
an easing of Its anti-rell-
gion policies.

Another telephone service
for Christians has been
launched. Called "Tele­
network" the service will
allow six people to fellow­
ship and pray with each
other during one telephone
hook-up, from anywhere in
Australia or from overseas.
The times to use "Tele­
network" for prayer and
Bible study will be 6.30-
7.30 am Monday to Satur­
day. Fellowship "and more"
will be available 9-10 pm
Monday to Saturday. The
payment of $25 enables
anyone to ca II as many times
as they like during a 12-
month period. The pen­
sioner's rate is $10. Details
from Paul Smith on (02)
905 4444.

Selwyn Hughes, authorof
Every Day with Jesus, and
Trevor Partridge will be
presenting their Caring
Seminars in Melbourne2-
4 May and Sydney 9-11
May. For details contact
Caring Seminars, c/o
Christian Marketing, PO
Box 154, North Geelong
3215. Phone (052) 78
6100.

From23DecemberSunday
night religious program­
ming ceased to exist on
Radio 102 FM in Adel­

aide.The reason for drop­
ping the program was that
the program was no longer
compa tiblewi th thecurrent
station format. Their future
direction for religious
programing will be to use
60-second "God spots".
There has been a Sunday
night religious program on
102 FM and 5DN before
that for over 20 years.

A 5-person Australian
medical team is going to
Romania to work In the
ROSES (Romanian Or­
phans Social Education
Services) rehabilitation
program run by World
Vision and Romanian
doctors. ROSES Is a long­
term strategy designed to
rehabilitate orphans and
train their Romanian care­
givers. Australians helped
fund the first year of
ROSES by donating $1.8
million after October TV
reports of the orphans'
living hell shocked people
into action. Many of the
children have been so
neglected they must be
taught to play as part of
their rehabilitation.

World Vision has started a
projectfor Liberian refugees
and the United Nations has
launched an appeal for the
war-ravaged country. The
civil war has raged for al­
most a year with little con­
trol being provided by the
West African peacekeeping
force. More than 350,000
are still trapped in Monrovia
in horrendous conditions,
with the capital in ruins.
There is no food or health
care available and the wa­
ter supply is precarious.

On 5 June, 1990, Charles
Tanner, thefounderof the
Covenant Players, wrote
his 2,000th play. It Is be­
lieved to be a world record
for any playwright.

A Cairo court ordered the
release of 4 Egyptian Mus­
lim converts to Christianity
on 24 November, after 6
weeks of prison detention
under charges that they had
endangered national unity
by "actions against a heav­
enly religion".

Portuguese legislators
have adopted a new law 

that removes a long­
standing monopoly bythe
Roman Catholic Church
over religious education
In publicschools, allowing
evangelicals equal access
beginning with the cur­
rent academic school year.

A Canberra company and
its two directors are being
prosecuted in the Adelaide
Magistrates Court for ad­
vertising X-rated videos
banned under South Aus­
tralian law. They have been
charged with advertising a
film (in The Advertiseron 11
July 1988) that was not
classified under the South
Australian Classification of
Publications Act.

The Evangelical Alliance
has launched the first di­
rectory of ministries In
Queensland. The-50 page
directory lists more than
80 contacts, services and
resources available in
Queensland, Including
missionary societies, col­
leges, service agencies,
evangelistic groups,
bookshops and camps.
The Alliance also offers
free a calendar listing the
major pan-organisational
events and visitors to
Queensland in 1991.
Available from the EAQ,
PO Box 104, Carlna4152,
for $5 plus $1 postage.
Phone (07) 350 2939.

"Orthodox Books", the first
bookshop of its kind,
opened in Moscow on 3
November. It has been
opened bythe "Radonezh"
Orthodox society to sell
books, periodicals, pictures,
religious postcards and
other items. Thesociety also
plans a radio station.

The Israeli coalition gov­
ernment of Prime Minis­
ter Yitchak Shamir has
agreed to push for the
Immediate passage of 4
religious laws to Include a
ban on the sale and pro-
duction of pork, restric-
tl“r'1“f le9al abortions,
abolition of some forms
of transportation on the
Jewish Sabbath and the
banning of "lewd" adver-

The Nigerian government
has donated some land to 

build a Christian chapel at
Lagosairport.Amosquefo
Muslims already exjst
there.

The Romanian govern.
ment has granted pen
mission to the Baptist
WorldAlllance to establish
orphanages in the coun­
try. The government has
also agreed to allow BWA
to establish homesforthe
elderly.

A Christian pastor has been
executed in Iran amid a new
wave of repression against
Christian believers and
churches in the country.
Sources inside Iran reported
that Hossein Soodmand,an
ordained AssembliesofCod
minister, was hanged on 3
December after being tor­
tured during 2 months im­
prisonment. Soodmand
was one of a handful of
Iranian pastors who have
left Islam and accepted the
Christian faith.

A new research study by
the Barna Research Group
In the US found that many
visitors to a new church
dislike receiving special
attention simply because
they are new at a church.
In general, people said
they want to be able to
find out more about a
church without being
made the object of undue
attention.

In Bolivia there has been a
move by evangelicals to
petition for the separation
of church and state. This
would end the official rec­
ognition of the Roman
Catholic Church in the
constitution and remove
government restricb'onson
religious activity.

The Bible Society in Aus­
tralia has appointed a
Translation Consultant,
Dr Carl Gross. Dr Gross's
responsibilities will In­
clude helping translators
analyse and understand
the biblical text, training
translators, reviewing and
checking translations,
helping translation teams
in the organisation and
maintenance of projects,
and helping translators
with the technical re­
sources they need.
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Overseas Mission News

° The Overseas Mission Board hard ai work

There's a Lot LOaipipeirDOirag)
Someone walked into the office of the Overseas Mission Board in mid-January and commented that they
had been half expecting to find the office dosed because it was January. It is true that in some ways January
is a quieter month for some departments, but for others life goes on as usual, or becomes more busy.

° /Help souaht for
Dadaya High School

After the
Fire
In November there was a fire at
Dadaya High School in Zim­
babwe, which destroyed sev­
eral classrooms and valuable
equipment as well as causing
considerable damage. The
equipment was in the three
science laboratories that were
burnt down. Also burnt was a
classroom block and the prin­
cipal's house.

Sir Garfield Todd has been
appointed the chairman of the
reconstruction committee. He
has asked us for prayer in this
time of crisis. The committee
has requested assistance with
funds to rebuild those parts of
the school which were de­
stroyed.

The Churches of Christ
Overseas Aid Fund has pro­
vided $5,000 as an immediate
gift. Donations are being re­
ceived to help in the rebuilding
program. Any gifts to be used
at the school are tax deductible.
They can be forwarded to CO­
COA through the treasurers of
the State Overseas Mission
CommitteesordirecttoPOBox
320, Unley 5061. (See the ad­
vertisement on page 31.)

You are Invited to the
Highbury Road,

Burwood, Vic, church
at 3 pm

on 10 February
to meet

Wayne and Jane
Bienvenu

(newly appointed
missionaries to PNG)

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

A lot has been happening in the
work of the Overseas Mission
Board during the last couple of
months. We are looking for­
ward to many positive events
in the coming year as we cel­
ebrate the centenary of the in­
volvement of Australian
Churches of Christ in overseas
mission.

COCOA
In the lat two months money

has been made available from
the Churches of Christ Over­
seas Aid Fund (COCOA) to
assist with the following:

« rebuilding program
underway at Dadaya High
School (see the article at
left concerning the fire);

o medical and educational
work in India, PNG and
Vanuatu;

• children's homes in India
and Korea;

» outreach work among ca­
nal children in Sri Lanka;

» literacy work in Pakistan.

Living Link
A number of churches,

groups and individuals assist
in the support of missionaries
through the Living Link
scheme. With some missionar­
ies concluding their service and
others commencing there is an
ongoing need to communicate
with supporters and to en­
courage peoplein their support.

Mission
Publicity is an important as­

pect of the work of church de­
partments. Much thought and
planning has gone into the
preparation of the first issue of
Mission, the quarterly publica­
tion that will replace Missionary
News. Subscribers should re­
ceive the first issue of Mission
in February.

New Workers
In the final issue of "The

Christian" last year it was an­
nounced that Jan Christensen 

will be lecturing at Banmatmat
Bible College in Vanuatu this
year.

At the same time that the
Australian Churches of Christ
are sending a worker to
Banmatmat in Vanuatu, the
Churches of Christ in Vanuatu
are also sending workers.

Pastor Joses Sali, a former
principal of Banmatmat Bible
College, will be taking over the
role of Principal of the Mens
Bible College at Momonup in
Papua New Guinea Joses, his
wife Mina and their three chil­
dren, Katrina, Gloria and

Terry, arrived in Papua New
Guinea in January.

An appointment approved
in January is that of Wayne and
Jane Bienvenu, from Shep-
parton, Vic, to work in
Madang, PNG. Wayne is the
new Director of Finance and
Administration, due to arrive
in Papua New Guinea late this
month.

Your Role
Support, encouragement an d

prayer are needed—right
through the year.

—Julie Trinnick

Church of
Christ

Hartwell
70th Anniversary

21 April 1991
10 am Service

Speaker
Gordon Stirling

followed by lunch

Enquiries
E. Davidson (03) 889 6263
R. Tyler (03) 889 5228

NEKANG

r\jl of
\| CTIOST

Worship services
held Cotlew Street,

Uniting Church,
Ashmore

Saturday—6.30 pm
Sunday—10 am

Minister: Bryan Mee
Phone: (075) 98 2014
Fax: (075) 78 3542

GUARANTEED USED CARS

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in” let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW-TELL YOUR FRIENDS lmct«76
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• How to run a Christmas pageant

IRecipe ■foir Success
About one week before Christmas:

• Set the temperature at "warm" with a slight breeze.
• Take one pair (pint-sized) Mary and Joseph, a roving PA

system, three wise men, a not-so-wise donkey, three silly sheep,
one frightened horse, 40 bales of hay, a baby in a manger (can
substitute a doll in a drinking trough), a sprinkle of shepherds
and a troupe of tiny dancing angels.

• Pour it all carefully onto five acres of church land. (Don't
place into church building, as the atmosphere is very delicate for
the success of this recipe. Instead, carefully place in strategic
locations—garnishing with a few chairs, a sign that points the
way to Bethlehem and a large collection of proud parents. Some
of the ingredients may run, and not adhere to allocated posi­
tions—this makes for a delightful blend of humour and interest,
and should not be discouraged.)

• Bind it all together with a dedicated children's ministry team,
a patient narrator, an 8 m mural on the back wall, a few tears, a lot
of laughter, carols, communion and a script for the greatest true
story ever told.

• Allow one hour to complete.
• Enjoy!
(This recipe for a Christmas pageant is brought to you by the

Gisborne, Vic, church.)

• Christmas goes to the head

4 indie's Mat Paradle

Some of the wonderful hats at Alnslle

The Ainslie, ACT, CWF celebrated their Christmas breakup with
a hat parade featuring Christmas designs, along with a program
of special Christmas games and stories.

The Creative Living Centre continues to enjoy regular walks,
picnics and interesting speakers. The centre presented an end-of-
year concert to Canberra Senior Citizens. During the Christmas
vacation the centre provided an opportunity for folk to partici­
pate in a series of twilight walks at different venues.

A young participant In Gisborne's pageant

• Christmas musical at Surrey Hills

'TsaDty'g CBmstaag
Calamity"
The children of the Surrey Hills, Vic, church celebrated Christ­
mas with a special production of the musical "Psalty's Christmas
Calamity" during the morning service on 16 December.

After weeks of practice and the usual last-minute uncertainty,
it all came together for a great performance that delighted the
congregahon. As well as being entertained, both adults and
chlld[en were reminded of the meaning of Christmas as they
watched Psalty, the singing
hymnbook, and his friends
come to grips with shrunken
pages and other calamities that
interrupted preparations for
their Christinas service.

Through songs like "Christ­
mas Is a Time to Love" and
Not by Might" the message

was clear: its not by our might,
nor by our power, nor even bv
Psalty's pages that problems
of G°oderCOnie'bUt by the Spirit

This service was part of a
senes of Ad vent services at the
^yrrey Hills church making use
of music, banners, Advent
candles and handouts de­
signed to enrich personal
preparation for the celebration
of Christmas. „ ,

____________ ____________ Psalty In trouble
The Australian Christian '--------------------------------------------

2 February 199'

o Christmas bigger and better every year

EBecwijA's FOv-£oo[Tl]-£Gti Car© Ds

Barry Van Es painting the backdrop

More than 13,000 people sat on the sloping la wnsby the lake of the
Fountain Gate Civic Centre to celebrate the 15th Berwick, Vic,
Regional Church of Christ Carols by Twilight on Christmas Eve.

Starting in 1976 on the back of a truck, the carols each year have
seen rapidly increasing numbers and a smooth, streamlined
production required by such growth.

The Berwick City Council has given strong support from the
beginning. Mayor John Pandazopoulus welcomed the crowd at
the 15th-year event and praised the Church of Christ for organis­
ing it. Church member and former councillor, Rob Wilson, has
been the organising genius behind it all, with John Marshall
managing the music. Malcolm Gray compered the show. Barry
Van Es and Jim Larkham painted the great backdrop behind the
stage. Len Davis looked after the drama and George Mallaby
presented bush Christmas poetry. Ushers in red jackets, program
and candledistributors, sound people and other helpers all came
from the Berwick church, as did the six flautists and the song
backinggroup. Thehonorary secretary of thecarols is Kerry Boyd.

A stable was set up in a tent, to be visited by hundreds of
children. The shepherds and wise men (three on one camel) were
also church members.

Joseph came leading a donkey, which carried Mary. Joseph was
Bruce Gray and Mary his wife Jody. The baby was their boy
Brandan, who was born since the last carols. He is a miracle baby
doing well after anxious weeks of surgery for a heart condition.

The Maroondah Singers, theDandenong City Band and other
artists also contributed.

The Berwick and Pakenham Gazette has always given valuable
publicity to the carols and the church. On this occasion, with the
help of 28 local advertisers, a four-page centrespread told the
story. The advertisers also made it possible to provide free
programs and candles to all who attended.

The Annual CarolsbyTwilightand theNine Lessons and Carols
sponsored by the church in the Berwick Recreation Centre a
fortnight before are two events that give high visibility to the
Berwick Regional Church of Christ.

The church is rejoicing in the the leadership of incoming senior
minister, Tim Hanna, who will be inducted into his ministry on
3 February. It is looking forward to moving later in the year from
its three rented factories into a new building on Centre Road.

° Christmas in the shopping centre

USA Oraq at [Peace
Several members of the Fairfield, NSW, church came up with the
idea of a carol service on Christmas Eve.

The chapel faces a large shopping centre and the plan was to
gain the attention of last-minute shoppers. In addition the mem­
bers decided to invite the Arabic church to share in the service.
For 18 months Fairfield has made their facilities available to the
Arabic Evangelical Church.

During his time of greetings the pastor of the Arabic congrega­
tion noted that he was from Iraq and that the Fairfield preacher
was from the United States. The symbolism of this act of peace
during the celebration the coming of the Prince of Peace was not
lost on the shoppers or the local newspaper.

Every year for the past six years the church has hung a large
banner in the shopping centre. While not the intention, several
people have visited the church as a result of the signs.

Ted Bjorem, from the USA, holding Elias Hammo's
grandson and Elias, from Iraq, holding Ted's daughter

2 February 1991 The Australian Christian
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