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(below left) A woman at the
Anwara Centre displays the
relief supplies for five days
given to her and her family
by HEED. The supplies con­
sist of 10 kg rice, 5 kg flatrice,
1.25 kg dahl, 5 kg potatoes,

(left) In Bangladesh people
wait at Anwara Centre for
HEED workers to begin a food
and relief distribution.

hurches of Christ
Overseas Aid has pro­
vided $10,000 for re­

liefin Bangladesh to HEED, a
Christian aid and develop­
ment organisation.

250 g gur, 50 water purifica­
tion tablets, matches and
soap. Most of the recipient
families were later given an­
other 10 days ration of rice,
potatoes and dahl.

All agencies report that the
response of Australians to this
and other needs this year has
beenincrediblygenerous. Not
so the Australian govern­
ment—the aid to GNP ratio
has been cut by a third over
the past eight years to the
point where Australian gov­
ernment aid is currently at an
all-time-low level of 0.3396 of
GNP, less than half the UN
target of 0.7%.

—seepages 12-13
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Guest Editorial

The Practice of
Thanksgiving

by Greg Elsdon
Give thanks in all circumstances—for this is the will of Gnrii
m Christ Jesus for you (1 Thessalonians 5:18)

□
 can still remember rehearsing these
words over and over again as a young
child. This injunction from Paul's letter

to the Thessalonians was among the first
verses I ever memorised. I can also vividly
remember the anxiety I experienced as it
began to dawn on me that there were
many circumstances in life in which "giv­
ing thanks" was the last thing I felt like
doing.

The years that have passed since have
been a journey of discovery during which
I have learned that giving thanks is not
simply a matter of mouthing particular
words—if s a way of life.

Thanksgiving is a way of life that grows
out of our acceptance of the fact that all we
are and all we have, and all we ever will be
and have, is God's gift to us. Thanksgiving
is an attitude to life that frees us to live the
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God and that can only ever be truly appre­
ciated and enjoyed when it is willingly
shared with others.

When we offer our thanks to God we
must realise that we are actually asking
God to change us, to renew us, to breathe
into us again the spirit of life. We are
asking God to open our eyes again and
again to this world in which we live. We
are declaring to God that we are prepared
to share what has been given to us with
others.

Thanksgiving as a way of life needs to be
rescued from the impotence of mere words.
As we seek to live our lives in thankfulness
we must pray for the faith and courage to
express that thankfulness in generosity
and service.

• Greg Elsdon is the H.C. Harward Lecturer in
New Testament Studies at the Churches of
Christ Theological College in Mulgrave, Vic.
He is married to Elaine and they have three
daughters. Greg was ordained as a Baptist
minister in 1983 and he is now endorsed by
both the Baptist Union of Victoria and the
Churches of Christ Conference. He hos ho
ministries in Baptist churches in Victoria aj
Mooroolbark, Coburg and North Carltonand,
m°re recently, attheDandenong, Vic, Church

^rist. The Elsdons currently worship a
theMulgrave church. As a reader and teacher
of the New Testament Greg's interest is in the
rediscovery of the relevance of New Testa­
ment Christianity for the life and mission o'
the church today

sort of life that God intends us to live.
So many of the "ailments" of modern

society are the result of our inability or
refusal to live thankfully. All too often we
fail to live our lives open to God and to
others—open to receive, and to give, with
genuine thankfulness. Our unthankful­
ness robs us of the joy of experiencing the
benefits of the very things we have re­
ceived from God as a gift.

As a society we have stubbornly insisted
on our independence—our ability to go it
alone, to do it our way. We have eaten the
forbidden fruit of the tree of good and evil,
and we have been expelled from the gar­
den. We have retreated from God and our
neighbour—and we have paid the price.
We have declared ourselves "independ­
ent", and lost our souls. Life has gone stale
on us!

Even in the church our words of thanks­
giving to God and other people are often
accompanied by resentment and ingrati­
tude. Somehow we become blind to the
blasphemy of words of thanksgiving spo­
ken by people who do not live in depend­
ence on God and demonstrate generosity
to other people.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer reminds us that "in
normal life we hardly realise how much
more we receive than we give, and life
cannot be rich without such gratitude"

When we give thanks to God, as surely
we must, we are confessing that every­
thing for which we are grateful is in reality
something that has been given to us by

The Australian Christian
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0 Mission project

[Books fFcDir Banmatmat

George Harmon presenting the cheque to Dorothy Geyer

• Stand up and be counted

It's Cessans Tome

The members of the Ivanhoe,
Vic, church have raised $550
for books for the Banmatmat
Bible College, Vanuatu.

The goal, set in May, was
only for $250, because the
Ivanhoe church is not a large
church. However, a progres­
sive dinner raised $430. Then
members were asked to save
their smallest coins, 1c and 2c,
and this was also a successful
effort. The local bank had no
objections to the pay-in of all
these small coins.

A cheque was presented to
Dorothy Geyer, secretary of tire
Vic-Tas Overseas Mission
Committee, by George
Hannon, Ivanhoe's secretary
and an elder of the church, on 3
July.

The concept of raising money

On 2 June at 3 pm in the
CWA Hall, Beach Road,
Batemans Bay, NSW, history
was made when the inaugu­
ral communion service of
the Batemans Bay Church
of Christ was held.

12 attended and partici­
pated in communion. John
Inman spoke on the re­
peated need in coming to
Jesus, with his text based on
John 1:39.

came from a presentation to a
meeting of Victorian mission
agentsand secretariesata meet­
ing organised by the Victorian
committee held in late Febru­
ary at which 43 churches were
represented. The OMB Project
Book was one of the items on
the evening.

At the April board meeting
at Ivanhoe George presented
the concept and gave board
members a copy of the projects
booklet. They set the target at
their May meeting.

During 1990-91 only $7,100
has so far been raised from
churches sponsoring various
projects. This is compared to
$30,000 the year before. The
1991-92 projects booklet has
been completed and will soon
be sent to all churches.

For about 10 years there has
been interest in the establish­
ment of a Church of Christ in
the Batemans Bay district. The
service on 2 June saw that in­
terest become a reality.

Services will be held each
Sunday afternoon at 3 pm in
the CWA Hall. Information
regarding the service can be
obtained from John Inman on
(044) 72 8480 or Bob Wade on
(044) 72 5818.

There are two important cen­
suses being undertaken in Aus­
tralia during August. The sec­
ond of these is the National
Church Life Survey, which will
be conducted in over 7,000 Prot­
estant congregations over the
week 25-31 August. More than
600,000 churchgoers will work
their way through 50 questions
about church life and faith. The
results will give researchers and
planners a fresh perspective of
the attitudes of attendees and
the nature of their faith.

The survey is designed to
answer three questions: What
kind of people are drawn to the
many different types of
churches in Australia today?
What aspects of church life en­
courage them to develop and
share their faith? What is the
effect of different community
contexts on church life?

Many Churches of Christ
congregations will be involved
in this survey.

The first census will be held
on 6 August. This is the 1991
Census of the Australian Bu­
reau of Statistics. Australia has
a census every five years and,
as the Bureau claims, "The Cen­
sus is the only practical way to

Presided over by Noelene
Roose, Conference Day was
memorable foranumberof rea­
sons. Warm, sunny weather
enhanced the enjoyment of 160
participants as did the pres­
ence of representatives from
other churches and Christian
organisations.

An innovation in the pro­
gram was "Roses for Remem­
brance", which was a very
moving experience. As
MarjorieBakerread the names
of those ladies who had gone to
be with the Lord since last Con­
ference, Betty Wakeley placed
a rose in a vase of remembrance
for each one.

Throughout the day a
1 number of speakers gave chal­

lenging and informative mes-
■ sages. The speakers included 

get information on how many
people there are in each part of
Australia, what they do and
how they live."

Theonly voluntary question
on the census form is that re­
lating to religion. Efforts have
been made in the past to drop
this question, but its inclusion
is strongly supported by
churches and church organisa­
tions. One of the reasons for
retaining the question is that
the statistical data is important
for long-term planning of par­
ishes, church schools and so­
cial welfare work.

We urge all our readers to
complete this sectionofthel991
Census. Because our numbers
have fallen below a minimum
percentage required to be listed,
Churches of Christ are not
listed as one of the denomina­
tions, so those who wish to be
counted as Churches of Christ
will need to write in
"Churches of Christ" under
the "Other" category. (Listed
on the form are: "Catholic",
"Anglican (Church of Eng­
land)", "Uniting Church",
"Presbyterian", "Greek Ortho­
dox", "Baptist", "Lutheran",
"Other" and "No Religion".)

Dr Keith Farmer, Bob Brown,
Julie TrinnickandJoyJarm an.
All present were inspired by
the beautiful solos from
Barbara West.

A special guest was Ruth
Saulo, National Living Link.
Ruth told of her involvement ■
in the work of the church and
the Child Care Centre at
Tamworth.

It was recommended that the ;
special effort for 1991 be to­
wards furnishings for the Up- 1
per Blue Mountains manse.

A fitting conclusion to the i
day of praise, spiritual refresh­
ment and fellowship was a de­
votional thought from incom­
ing President, Lorraine
Hensby, on her theme "An In­
credible Journey".

—Elaine Wilson 1

• History made

Service at Batemans Bay

97th NSW CWF Conference
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News

I'm of Worth
4 sona written during the time of creative worship at the

* Kalgoorlie women s camp
(Sung to the tune of "Thank You Lord for This Fine Day")

A person of worth is what I am.
The Lord's declared it in his word.
He cares for me and knows me by

name. .
He even knows how much hair

I've got.

Chorus
Alleluia I'm of worth,
Alleluia I'm of worth,
Alleluia I'm of worth,
I'm a person of worth.

Jesus made me into the person I
am,

To serve and honour under his
hand.

If in him I do trust and obey,

I'll become more like him every­
day.

Chorus

Jesus wipes my tears and heals
my pain.

He has a plan I can't explain.
But I'll trust him through the

storms and strife,
And let him be my guide.

Chorus

So I'll thank him for my role on
earth,

My identity he does preserve.
He accepts me just as I am.
My life is his to command.

Chorus

° Women) of worth

IMgclwtrfe Women's Cainrajp

Midnight feast at the Kalgoorlie women's camp

The last weekend in May saw'
30 women from the Kalgoorlie,
WA, church descend on the
Railway Lodge in Coolgardie
for the third annual camp or­
ganised by the Women's Min­
istry Team. The theme this year
was "A Woman of Worth". The
speaker, June Hultgren, min­
istered in a very down-to-earth
manner in four sessions—hos­
pitality, Mary and Martha, Ruth
and a woman of w’orth.

The Saturday afternoon ses­
sion was devoted to creative
worship, w'here the women
expressed their talents by cre­
ating a dance, poems and songs
based on the theme.

A "Midnight Feast" and
games have become an annual
expectation. This year was no
exception with much light­

hearted fellowship.
The Sunday morning com­

munion sendee was a time to
reflect upon the love of the Fa-

o Coping with home and career

Women's [DoLfDDTKSir at Wembee
ther as to how' he has made us
"Women of Worth". Each
w’oman was encouraged to go
around the room and say, "You
are a woman of worth, I am a
w’oman of w'orth because God
loves us." It was a very moving
time.

On the Sunday evening the
women lead the service, shar­
ing their camp experience wdth
the rest of the congregation and
June Hultgren spoke on "Per­

Eu"’cce Reidy and Maureen Daniels (Montrose) and Annette
and Freda Miller (Footscray) at the Werribee dinner

sistent Prayer".
The weekend canbesummed

up in this comment: "Ladies,
plan to go next year because it
is one thing you cannot afford
to miss." —Pauline Gibb

f Visiting Canberra? 1
Stay with a Church Family

A number of Canberra church families offer
accommodation in their homes at basic bed and

breakfast rates to help raise funds for
“Home Mission" extensions in the ACT

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family"
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

p Lyn Swift Barbara Kennedy
I 34 Yiman Street, 6 Sharp Place,
I Waramanga 2611 Melba 2615
! Phone (062) 88 2050 Phone (062) 58 1360

Advance bookings appreciated

How does a woman manage a
family, a career outside the
home and a role in the local
Shu5f,h? Was discussed at
the Wernbee, Vic, church on 1
April when over 40 women
shared in a regional dinner ar-
rangedby the CWF Resource
andDevelopmentCommittee

The speakers were Judy
Mitaxa,from East Geelong, a
teacher of intellectually handi­
capped children andY young

! s«»nd«ry Khool 
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and a deep sense of God's pres­
ence in their personal lives.
Important also is the need for
women to feel a sense of voca­
tion in their chosen career paths,
which will in turn bring fulfil'
ment and balance to life,
whether that career be in paid
employment or as a home­
maker. Families cope when
challenged with change and can
respond to new responsibili­
ties in a surprisingly compe­
tent way.

This dinner was the second
of a series of such occasions
and the committee looks for­
ward to sharing with many
more women as we plan for the
future. __Lois Smith
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° Religious Press Association Convention

Award to ''TOiie AanstoaDiairD
Christian"

Editor Chris Ambrose receiving the certificate from
Melbourne Anglican Archbishop Keith Rayner

The Australasian Religious
Press Association held its an­
nual convention in Melbourne
5-7 July. One of the highlights
of the convention each year is
the awards dinner. Awards are
given in 18 categories and the
President of the Association
also makes an award (the
Gutenberg Award) to an indi­
vidual or paper that has shown
excellence in religious publish­
ing. This year Ute Australian
Christian, as in most years, did
not win a major award. How­
ever, we were thrilled to re­
ceive a highly commended cer­
tificate for the Best Story on
Social Justice category for the 

article "Valuing Elderly Peo­
ple in Institutional Care", writ­
ten by John Pitchford, which
appeared in the 17 November
1990 issue. The winner of this
category was The Far East, the
Roman Catholic Columban
Fathers magazine. The winner
of the Gutenberg Award was
New Times, the South Austral­
ian Uniting Church monthly
newspaper.

At the annual meeting Chris
Ambrose was elected as secre­
tary of ARPA. This is the sec­
ond time that Chris has served
on the ARPA Executive, as he
was treasurer for a three-year
period in the early 1980s.

“ 0 T

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

• Subiaco wins trophy

WA Stoto Yooth (Sarnes
Once again the South-West
town of Banbury, WA, came
alive over the June long week­
end when the Churches of
Christ young people arrived for
their annual pilgrimage to the
State Youth Games.

Some 470 from 22 of our
churches participated enthusi­
astically in the three-day sport­
ing event, enjoying such sports
as football, netball, basketball,
volleyball, squash, badminton,
table tennis, softball, tennis and
surfing and a triathalon con­
sisting of a swim, run and bike
ride.

The triathalon is always an
exciting finale to the games and
this year the team event was
won by Subiaco, followed by
Warwick and Whitfords in
extremely wet and unpleasant
conditions.

South Perth were the out­
right winners of the games,
stripping Warwick of the tro­
phy they had held for the past
two years. Whitfords and the
Bunbury Baptist church were

runners-up, separated by just a
few points.

While much of the weekend
revolves around sport, the wor-
ship services held in the
Bunbury church are an integral
part of the games and a great
celebration of our corporate
faith. The services were both
an inspiration and a blessing,
as the many young people gath­
ered together for worship, fel­
lowship and teaching. Ron
Ross from YWAM Australia
and the editor of Crossbeat
magazine in Melbourne was the
guest speaker for this year.

The Youth Ministry Com­
mittee consider the games to
be one of the most exciting
events in the yearly calendar
because of the great potential
for evangelism and for foster­
ing unity across our churches.
If your church was not repre­
sented this year, plan now to be
part of the Six th Annual Games
in 1992.

—Lyn Devlin
(Field Officer)

• Effective youth ministry resource

Youth Vision Services for
Local Churches
Youth Vision continues to de­
velop as an effective ministry
resource to local churches in
Victoria. Many are now dis­
covering the benefits of form­
ing a strong partnership with
the State Youth Vision Execu­
tive as they find this external
resource useful in helping to
evaluate their current ministry
and, more importantly, de­
velop a vision statement for the
future complete with a five-
year plan.

In recent months discussions
have been held with the
Kaniva, Hartwell and Berwick
churches concerning fu ture di- '
rections. In the coming months !
visits are planned to Bendigo
and suburban churches to ex­
amine future planning.

This style of ministry is de­
signed to benefit the local 

church in its ministry with
young people. The executive
has a five-year plan of its own
to enlist 20 churches as part­
ners in this process.

In addition 100 training mod­
ules are currently in prepara­
tion to be used as resources for
these churches. The modules
will all be either field tested
and/or drawn from workable
models in the field.

This is an exciting yet de­
manding forward program that
you can support. Your prayers
and ideas are valuable to the
executive.

Churches who wish to en­
quire about resources or possi­
bilities for partnerships should
contact Andrew Ball at the Vic-
Tas Department of Mission,
Education and Development
on (03) 662 2377.
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• A golden past and a shining future

1,000 Worship in Ballarat
According to tourist informa­
tion, the City of Ballaarat, Vic,
has "a Golden Past and a Shin­
ing Future". This is also true of
the four Churches of Christ in
Ballarat. The churches there
certainly have a "golden past",
dating back to 1862 (Dawson
Street) and 1863 (Mt Clear),
but they also have a promising
future!

On a recent Sunday the at­
tendances at all four churches
w'ere compiled and tallied.
These statistics revealed that
1,080 were worshipping in
Churches of Christ at the nine
services conducted that day. It
is now not uncommon for the
combined worship attendance
at our four churches in Ballarat
to top the 1,000 mark. There
has been real growth in recent
years, with regular baptisms
and an overall increase in at­
tendance. This increase has in
fact prompted the Dawson 

future work in Ballarat are the
quality of the church facilities
and the spirit of co-operation
between the churches.

In the past four years, three
of the churches have under­
gone major building programs
to increase their crowd capac­
ity and improve their commu­
nity image. In 1987 theMt Clear
congregation relocated and
built a new worship centre. In
1990 the Peel Street church
completed significant renova­
tions both inside and out. That
same year the York Street
church opened its new office
block and a chapel to seat over
400.

This new chapel has become
the venue for regular combined
"Gospel Celebration" services,
which attract crowds of up to
450 and provide an opportu­
nity for that "big church" feel­
ing.

This co-operation and fellow-

• New directions

Maryborough CotrasnoDtsittDon

lan Tippett, Don Oakes, Mary and Ron Weir and Bruce
Anderson (minister)

Leaders in the Maryborough,
Vic, church met with Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development staff
members, Don Smith and Ian
Tippett, on 19 May to consult
on new directions for the con­
gregation. Subsequent to the
visit a report and recommen­

dations from the department
have been forwarded to the
church for attention. The lead­
ers evidenced an optimistic
spirit about the congregation's
future, even though the reces­
sion and high rates of unem­
ployment are negative factors
at this time.

The Australian Christian
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Street church to add a second
morning service to its program.

In addition to these worship
services, there are youth
groups, childrens clubs, craft
groups, ladies fellowships,
Christian religious education
in schools, singles ministries
and home groups that touch a
significant portion of Ballarat's
80,000 population. Other rea­
sons for optimism about the

ship exists also among the min­
isters. Dale White (Mt Clear),
Steve Templeton (DawsonSt),
Jim Cunningham and Gary
Berry (York St) meet together
at least fortnightly for support,
discussion and prayer. There is
also a regional executive that
meets to discuss our witness
on a Ballarat-wide basis.

Praise God for the 1,000 wor­
shippers in Ballarat churches.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

6 (302)

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H (08) 278 4515

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendship

through correspondence win
other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people ,
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope

to:
CSF.PO Box 411,

Mayfield 2304

need for workers who may be
able to support themselves (as
a tentmaker) and offer leader­
ship for a new or smaller church
that has potential but that cur­
rently lacks financial resources.
Field support and training op­
portunities would be part of
the help provided. The Depart­
ment' s executive director, Don
Smith, would be interested to
talk with people who would
like to discuss working as a
tentmaker.

Contact should be made at
the Department's office, 52 La
Trobe Street, Melbourne 3000.
Phone (03) 662 2377.

• Opportunities to follow in Paul's steps

Tentmaking
Tentmaking as a possible area
for employment doesn't sound
as though it is a part of a new
job creation scheme in a tech­
nological age. In fact the occu­
pation is at least as old as New
Testament times where we
learn that the apostle Paul fol­
lowed this trade. The impor­
tant issue for Paul was tha t this
trade provided support while
he worked at his church plant­
ing program.

As we move further into the
90s the opportunities for church
planting will continue. Re­
sources for new projects are
*Iy„to1be Sufficient to
match all the opportunities
Even recent major new projects

Si"lhelr st" “»»«>Mi-time support. The Victo-
n“’Tasmanian Department
of Mission, Education , j
Development is working hard
at planning, initiating and co-
operatmg with other sponsm-
A l«chu^hes ln mai°r ventures
Alongside these are other/
portunities where then> is^
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o Don Spencer

Setrvoce ©ff fecogmfciorD

Prof Allan Wilson making the presentation to Donald
Spencer

On 1 June a large number gath­
ered in the Ewers Chapel at
Kenmore Christian College to
recognise the ministry of Don
and Nancy Spencer, and to
wish them well as they return
to the United States.

The service was led by the
Principal, Rod Tippett, assisted
by other members of the fac­
ulty. David Lowe, represent­
ing the Property Committee,
spoke of Don's work in super­
vising the building of the fam­
ily units. Student President,
Geoff Greenaway, spoke of
Don's contribution to the life of
the student body. The Chair­
man of the Board of Manage­
ment, Prof Allan Wilson, made
presentations of Australian
gemstones to Beth and Nancy
Spencer, a polished piece of jas-

Moving to
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Services: 11 am and 7 pm
(03) 428 4844 

per from the "Jasper Hill"
(Kenmore Christian College) to
Don, and a piece of polished
petrified wood to Caleb. Presi­
dent-elect of Conference, Col
Deacon, read a citation from
the Conference, and presented
this to Don.

The Spencers responded
with recollections of their two-
and-a-half years in Australia.
Some Australians might think
that Americans do not need us,
but as far as Don was con­
cerned, "This American sure
did!"

A musical item was pre­
sented by Trish Brunet, while
Debbi Fulford and Alison
Woolfrey presented the mime,
"Friends Are Friends Forever",
as the epilogue.

The service was followed by
an informal sharing with the
Spencers around a barbecue tea
in the college grounds.

As they departed from Bris­
bane early on 30 June, the Prin­
cipal presented the Spencer
family with a leather-bound
copy of "Letters from Friends
in Australia".

° Welcome into fellowship

Ainimveirsaijy

The Prasad family: Rajendra, Cheryl, Samuel and Cynthia

Many nationalities attended the
85th anniversary of the
Belmore, NSW, church. Guest
speakers were Harry Quick
and Keith Farmer. Other high­
lights were readings in Korean
and Yugoslav with items by
the Korean group at Belmore
and Granville's Korean Choir.

The meetings were crowded

with wonderful singing as to­
gether we praised God.

14 were welcomed into fel­
lowship, including the Prasad
family (Rajendra is a pastor
from Fiji) and Sung and
Benjamin Kim (a Korean pas­
tor), who are assisting in
outreach.

—E. Bowser

Benjamin and Sung Kim

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet

surrounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon

station by arrangement
Fem Valley
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141 

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development
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Letters are limited to
200 words

Rampant
Denominationalism

To the Editor,
"Like you, I am dismayed at

the rampant denominational­
ism which is widespread in
Churches of Christ. Don Smith
blatantly and unblushingly
stated in Conference that he
would never again entertain an
arrangement like that at
Churchill."

I have no need to doubt the
person who wrote to me on this
matter, and that the words were
spoken in the Victorian-Tasma­
nian Conference.

All I ask, is the comment of
Don Smith one that is endorsed
by his board?

Such a statement seems to go
against all that I have learned
of Churches of Christ being a
people who would ultimately
be those who, for the sake of
the larger body of Christ, would
make their -witness and die,
thus becoming part of Christ's
larger body of people.

One would like to know if
the Christian Union Commit­
tee agrees with the sentiments
as expressed by Don Smith in
Conference. We face a major
matter of concern if the report
is correct.

It is more than time that we
gave attention to how we fulfil
God's mission in this day and
age.

—Bruce Bum
(Morwell, Vic)

[Don Smith was responding to a
question of the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Mission, Education and
Development report and he force­
fully commented to the effect
that it would be highly unlikely
that they would again enter such
an arrangement as that which
occurs at Churchill, where the
community church is Anglican,
Uniting and Churches of Christ,
affiliated with each denomina­
tion. The question that Bruce
raises is open for debate in these
pages—Editor]

Women in Church
To the Editor,

I would like to make a few
comments in response to Ken
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Stothard ("AC" 8 June) and oth­
ers who have commented on
women in the church recently:

• "Ladies" is not an accept­
able reference or form of ad­
dress to women. It carries pat­
ronising connotations and is a
consequence of the same atti­
tudes to women as less than
fully human which produce its
obverse: sexist and sexual har­
assment and other forms of vio­
lence against women.

• Pure logic resides only in
university philosophy depart­
ments. Arguments, statements
or actions are only logical or
rational in terms of specific in­
terests, beliefs, values and/or
ends. Much of what is judged
aslogical/rational in thechurch
as in society, reflects dominant
masculine interests/values/
ends.

• Women do not claim a
monopoly on "pain and frus­
tration". They are asking for
open dialogue. Masculinity­
protecting behaviours such as
references to "emotional black­
mail", "sob stories" and yes,
emotionally charged references
to Shakespeare as if "holy writ"
suggest that masculine emo­
tions are to remain privileged
over the feminine, that is, a con­
tinuation of the dualism which
not only causes women psy­
chological and emotional pain,
but limits theological and spir­
itual development, not to men­
tion our relationship with crea­
tion (through the feminine/
masculine-nature/culture
split).

• For Churches of Christ,
"authority" resides in Christ
and the Bible. Taken as a whole,
Pauline teaching does not ban
women from "teaching".
Women "prophesied" and
preached in the early church
and this is teaching. The refer­
ence to 1 Timothy 2 is usually
taken as a reference to "abso­
lute authority" or domina­
tion—a specific form of author­
ity which is forbidden to men
as well as women. As no one in
the church has the right to teach
authoritatively, there does not
appear here to be an obstacle to
women's ordination as we prac­
tice it. For the Anglicans, the
obstacles are more complex and
usually presented as author­

privileged the masculine
devalued the feminine havehft
many people with limited ( "
agery tothe point of believe
in the "maleness" of
Marjorie Buckingham's poem
among other writings, reminds
us of the "smallness" (j g
Phillips) of many people's
"gods". "The Motherhood of
God" is a remarkably logical
contribution, born of Biblically
informed reflectiononthelived
experience of women.

• Two groups are leaving
the church in significant num­
bers—youth and women.
Youth are therefore given al­
most complete licence within
the church, often at the expense
of older, faithful members who
deserve the comfort of the best
of traditional hymns etc. atleast
somewhere in the life of the
church. The rule seems to be
that anything goes as long as
young people will keep com­
ing. Mature and theologically
literate women, on the other
hand, are constructed as "trou­
ble-makers" that the church
would be well rid of when they

ity/"headship" (low church
the representation of Christ in
the priestly functions of abso­
lution and consecration at the
Eucharist (high church) and
ecumenism (with Catholic and
Orthodox traditions). It is gen­
erally conceded now, however,
that constitutional issues and
not theological ones are the
main barriers towomen s ordi­
nation to the priesthood.

• Careful reading of the Bi­
ble and especially the Old Tes­
tament should caution against
writing off secular movements
as a means by which God calls
the wandering faithful back to
their mission. In many ways
the movement of which we are
a part has its origins in the En­
lightenment with its secular­
ism, anti-clericalism and em­
phasis on the individual. (And
since deploring secularism is
in vogue among fundamental­
ists, we do well to remember
that our existence as a minority
religious group depends on
support for a secular society.)

• The dualist tendencies
within Christianity which have 

The Kingdom
To the Editor,

Ty y°uth we used to have camp studies about building the
£adS ??Tn ?d;We were y°unS and idealistic and we were
disMverea J T own bare hands.1 recalled this when I
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Kingdom with a bit nf hbln^that we could build a pretty g°°
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thing on earth that bops °?' because the Kingdom is the on y

I'm glad of that h! ?or ever-
cause I'd hate to be unemployed in heaven-

— —Tertius
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draw attention to areas of faith
and practice which might be
reappraised. Is it too much to
ask that in the Ecumenical Dec­
ade of the Churches in Solidar­
ity with Women that the
churches listen and hear what
women are saying?

I would like us all to reflect
on the questions of Cambridge
feminist theologian Janet Mar­
tin Soskice and ask ourselves
whether our image of God is
indeed too small: If women
cannot represent Christ, can
Chris t represent women? And,
if not, can Christ represent
anyone?

—Rosslyn Reed
(West Pennant Hills, NSW)

[This letter is much, much longer
than the stated200 word limit to
Letters to the Editor. It raises
many important issues and so I
have allowed it to be printed.
Some readers have commented
that several letters lately have
exceeded the limit. I will be tight­
ening up on the restriction, but I
am aware that this is one of the
few forums in Churches of Christ
where members are able to ex­
press their views—Editor]

"Motheirlhiood of God"
To the Editor,

I wish to comment on Madge
Bird's letter ("AC" 22 June).

In Isaiah 66:12a-13 the sub­
ject is God's comfort. It is lik­
ened to the deep comfort given
by a mother,butis notintended
to give to God a semblance of
motherliness.

Visiting
Brisbane?

Come and worship in the
Ewers Chapel al Kenmore

Christian College with
Kenmore Church of Christ

at 41 Brookfield Road,
Kenmore

10 am Sundays
8 am Good Friday and

Christmas Day

Telephone Padoi Grant
Spangenberg

(07) 378 91)33
in home (07) 378 8817

In the reference quoted from
Matthew 23:37 where Jesus la­
ments over Jerusalem it is God's
lovewhichisdemonstratedand
his grief over Jerusalem who
killed the prophets sent to her.
If the system of reasoning about
themotherhood of God is used,
one could liken him to a hen
gathering chickens; also the real
meaning of the verse would be
overlooked.

I have always understood
that being "created in the im­
age of God" means in a spir­
itual sense. See John 4:24. Un­
like the animal kingdom, we
havebeen created tohavebody,
soul and spirit and in the spir­
itual sense we are in the image
of God. Ephesians 4:24 (NIV)
adds further to thisundersland­
ing-

Why must we, in our search
to learn more of what God is
like, constantly be worrying
about promoting sexual differ­
ences. Man and woman com­
plement each other. We are all
one in Christ, male and female,
Jew and Gentile, and in our
newness of life in Christ need
to live in unity, love and peace.

—Nancy Evans
(Southport, Qld)

Blasphemy
To the Editor,

E.M. Brough ("AC" 6 July)
should be thankful that our
church leaders did not respond
to the recent occasions of so-
called blasphemous use of
God's name.

Apart from the fact that they
would fill "Letters to the Edi­
tor" columns of the newspa­
pers complaining every time a
broadcaster "blasphemed",
they would also make the
church appear more irrelevant
than mostof society seeus now.

I have heard a lot of positive
comments from the press about
Gary Ablett and his faith. They
respect his position and praise
him for it. Surely this is a great
opportunity for witness.

People in his position can
have a great impact if they con­
centrate on the main issues and
not be distracted by complain­
ing about petty things such as
nicknames.

As for Aborigines and idol
worship, surely it is for God to

judge, not us, who is worship­
ping idols. Our job is to pro­
mote the Christian doctrine, no t
condemn others, or any belief
because they do not worship
the same way we do.

Who is to say they are not
worshipping the same God.
Could it be we are all climbing
the same mountain from dif­
ferent sides?

—G. Clarke
(Ringwood, Vic)

Friendship through
"AC"

To the Editor,
For some time you have been

running articles called "A
Church ABC", which is a focus
on churches in our Brother­
hood.

I am delighted on a current
visit to my daughter and her
husband at Strathpine, Qld, to
learn of a lovely idea which
came to Stan, my son-in-law,
who has read these articles with
great interest.

He thought of choosing a
church and writing to the min­
ister and his wife. They chose
Caveside inTasmania, express­
ing a desire to know more about
that church and to pray for them
and provide encouragement.

They told about their own
church, Pine Rivers, at Ann
Street, Kallangur, then about
their family, and also included
a photograph of themselves. In
turn they have had interesting
letters from Colleen and John
Harrison, who are ministering |
with Caveside in a tentmaker j
ministry. They enclose their t
news sheets telling of their .
church activities and their fam­
ily situation.

Elaine and Stan send news­
letters, ideas Pine Rivers have
used foroutreach, worship and
functions etc.

This is building a lovely 1
friendship and I thought I ■
would like to tell you about it
and commend the idea to oth­
ers.

—Nancy Evans
(Southport, Qld)

Alcohol and Heart
Disease

To the Editor,
Confusion has arisen over a

published report that moder­

ate drinking of alcohol gives
male drinkers some protection
from heart disease.

Dr Simon De Burgh, in a
Doctorate of Philosophy thesis
for the Sydney University De­
partment of Health, concluded
that moderate male drinkers
are less likely to suffer heart
attacks than male teetotallers.

Professor Gerald Shaper
from the Royal Free Hospital,
London, reached the opposite
conclusion. He states, "The evi­
dence shows that the myth of
protection has arisen because
surveys have included non­
drinkers, 70% of whom are ex­
drinkers." This makes an un­
fair comparison.

Dr Shaper's five-year study
involved 7,735 men, aged 40-
59, from towns in England,
Wales and Scotland. The study
also found that ex-drinkers
have the highest rate of coro­
nary heart disease.

The confusion appears to be
from the make-up of the non­
drinker group, which com­
prises mostly ex-drinkers who
have quit because of existing
health problems. This would
drag down the average health
of the sample.

Dr De Burgh says his work
refutes this. "Even when you
separate ou t these groups, light
drinkers have a better mortal­
ity outlook."

The division of opinion by
eminent researchers not only
leads to confusion, but could

I give some people the idea that
- there is a health benefit from
I drinking moderate amounts of
; alcohol. It could also give

manufacturersofbeerand wine
a sales pitch that "alcohol is
good for you!"

Until more evidence is forth­
coming in regard to moderate

i drinking and heart disease, the
I public would be well advised
i to follow the advice of the NSW

Drug Awareness Council that
"Zero is Safe".

—Pastor Reg Brown
(Research Officer, NSW

Drug Awareness Council)

[This letter is also longer than the
200 word limit. It is printed in the
interest of informing our readers
of important research that could
affect them—Editor]
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Media Review

The Company of
Strangers

Seven older women are
stranded at a deserted farm­
house, miles from civilisation,
on a nostalgic trip back to a
holiday site for one of the
women. The setting is in Que­
bec, Canada's Mont Tremblant
region, which looks very beau­
tiful. The women are strangers
to each other, they have very
little food and no decent place
to sleep. The group are all ail­

ing in one way or another and they must work together to survive.
The seven elderly women are non-professional actors with

diverse backgrounds. Thy play themselves in fictional, partly
improvised, situations. They become unforgettable, sometimes
funny, sometimes very poignant. The group includes a nun with
a talent for repairing cars, a painter, a Mohawk Indian and a
pioneering radio broadcaster.

This film provides an enjoyable excursion to the cinema as the
women cope and share their pasts and their hopes and fears with
each other. It is a sensitive film that is also refreshing and upbeat.
If you would like to leave a film pondering on some deeper
thoughts then some of the statements of the women are well
worth reflecting upon.

The Company of Strangers is an excellent film. In Melbourne it is
being screened at the Kino, 45 Collins St. In Sydney it is being
screened at The Academy Twin in Oxford St and at the Walker
St, North Sydney, cinema.

—CRA
Papers
Religion and the Media

Watching TV is a religious activity. TV heroes teach us to adapt
to modem life. Our conditioning in consumerism is changing our
concept of faith.

Peter Horsfield's challenging paper, Religious Beliefs and the
■ Communications Media, penetrates the alternative belief system

offered by television and the media in general.
The news anchorperson, dramatic heroes, comedic heroes and

advertising are all under scrutiny. The economic forces that shape
media messages and hence our own view of reality are identified.

By naming the myths that the media projects and contrasting
them with the richness of Christian revelation, Dr Horsfield helps

! to correct media distortions of our view of reality.
Available from the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Soci­

ety, Blackall Street, Barton, ACT, 2600, for $4 plus 90c postage.

Books
■ Aboriginal Australians and Christian
Missions

■ Ethnographic and Historical Studies
■ Edited by Tony Swain and Deborah Bird Rose (The Australian
I Association for the Study of Religions)

This is a collection of over 30 papers covering contentious
' issues in the area of the relationship between Aboriginals and
| Christians. It contains material that looks primarily at the histori-
■ cal approaches of different missions in different areas of Aus-
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I riginals. No doubt the church
does deserve condemnation,
but its humanitarian concern,
mentioned by some contribu­
tors in this weighty volume,
is mostly not taken into con­
sideration.

This is primarily a schol­
arly volume, not easy to read,
and containing some very dif­
ficult concepts.

The wide range and some­
times patchy material covers
Australian history, the strategy of missions and social and intel­
lectual responses of Aborigines to the Christian presence.

Only one chapter seemed to ha ve any comment abou t Churches
of Christ work with Aborigines and this dealt with David Ham­
mer's pioneering work in Carnarvon. The writer of that chapter
was very impressed with his concern for the Aboriginal people
and justice for their cause and the progressive approach to the
Aboriginal issue.

For anyone wanting a definitive book on the Christian church
and Aboriginals then John Harris' book One Blood (Albatross
Books) is essential reading.

This book should be read by anyone with a deep interest in the
question of Aboriginals and the Christian church. Be aware that
it is written from sociological and anthropological backgrounds
and not necessarily from a Christian perspective.

It should be available from the Australian Association for the
Study of Religion, GPO Box 621, Adelaide 5000. The cost is
unknown and the weight would mean that postage would be
high. r °

tralia. There has been no at­
tempt to present a consensus
position and the material is
often very critical of the ap­
proach of various Christian
missions in dealing wi th Abo-

Films
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In May the Nepalese Gov­
ernment released all pris­
oners who had been de­
tained because of their reli­
gious belief or practice. In
April, the first-ever Chris­
tian Leaders' Conference
was held following reforms
announced by Nepalese
King Birendra earlier. Ne­
pal's population of 18 mil­
lion is 89% Hindu.

The Southern African
Church News reports that
about 30,000 members
and 70 ministers have left
the Dutch Reformed
Church as a protest
against the church's
changed position on
apartheid. The DRC said
last year that apartheid is
a sin and condemned the
biblical justification for it.

I A Bible Society involving 5
different churches was
founded in Romania on 7
May. The new Romanian
Bible Society's first task is to
translate a new version of
the Bible, which will be ac­
ceptable to all denomina­
tions. Besides the majority
Orthodox Church in Roma­
nia, 4 Protestant denomi­
nations are members. The
Roman Catholic Archbishop
has expressed an interest in
seeing how the society can
serve Romania's 1 million
Roman Catholics. The Bap­
tists have also expressed a
desire to join the society.

2,500 Soviet Muslims
were expected to travel
to Mecca for the hajj this
year. Lastyear there were
1,528 pilgrims, while in 

previous years numbers
rarely exceeded 30.

Since the Labor Govern­
ment in Queensland made
homosexual acts legal the
Brisbane Courier Mail re­
ports that within 2 months
more than 100 male prosti­
tutes were working on the
Gold Coast.

Colin Humphries of Cam­
bridge University and
Graham Waddington of
Oxford University, after
studying astronomical
records, ancient manu­
scripts and a Biblical ref-
erenceto an eclipse, claim
that the crucifixion of Je­
sus Christ was on 3 April
33.

The Australian Law Reform
Commission in a recentdis-
cussion paper is recom­
mending that references to
blasphemy should be re­
moved from Federal law.
The discussion paper is
available from the Commis­
sion at GPO Box 3708, Syd­
ney 2001.

Leland Bunch, an Ameri­
can businessman, cel­
ebrated 70 years of per­
fect Sunday School at­
tendance this year. To
achieve this he has had
his Sunday School class
meet in hospitals and once
landed his private plane
on a remote dirt runway
so he could attend Sun­
day School at a country
Baptist church.

King Fahd of Saudi Arabia
has opened a new printing 

press in Medina, which they
say is the largest press in
the world. The publishing
house that owns the press
published about 30 million
copies of the Koran lastyear
and expects to print 20
million more on the new
press each year.

Evangelical denomina­
tions are finding it harder
to get permission to build
new churches in Poland
now than when it was
ruled by the Communists.
Nowthata Roman Catho­
lic dominated govern­
ment is in power, talking
about making that the
state religion, discrimina­
tion on a local level is in­
creasing.

Of the 16,400 people who
are becoming Christians
every day in Africa, 12,560
of them are being born into
the church. Actual conver­
sions from Islam or tradi­
tional religions are a far
more modest 3,800 a day.

The Nunawading, Vic,
church has just completed
a series of sermons on
Ephesians to tie in with a
study program being or­
ganised by Dean Hamil­
ton. The set of 7 sermons,
preached by Ted Keating,
Dean Hamilton and Jim
Wright, are available for
$5 from the Nunawading
Churches of Christ, 184
Surrey Rd, Blackburn
3130. Ephesians will be
covered in the lectionary
in the next few months.

The Australian Freedom 

from Hunger Campaign's
30th anniversary confer­
ence is being held at the
University of NSW, Sydney,
18-22 October. The theme
of the conference is "Break­
ing the Hunger Trap". De­
tails from Margaret Bailey,
Freedom from Hunger, PO
Box 1379, Darlinghurst
2010. Phone (02) 281
2188.

The second National Child
Protection Week is being
held 18-24 August with
the theme this year "Lis­
ten to the Children".

Antioch Progressive Baptist
Church in Sacramento, Cali­
fornia, is progressive. When
people join the church,
they're given a "Ten Most
Wanted" list to write down
names of their relatives and
friends who don't go to
church. Within 4 years the
congregation has grown
from 50 to 800 members.

There are some 300,000
congregations in the US,
reports the US Depart­
ment of Commerce. 20%
have fewer than 100
members, 70% have
fewer than SOO members,
7% have between 1,000
and 2,000 members and
5% have 2,000 or more
members. Clergy serve an
average of 15.8 years in
each position. Members
aged 65-74 donate the
largest percentage of
their income (about 3%);
18-24-year-olds give the
least (0.6%).

As a feature of the forth­

coming Alcohol Awareness
Week promotion 2 resource
videotapes are being made
available to churches. They
feature Christian commu­
nicator and comic Mike
Warnke and Kitty Dukakis,
wife of US Governor
Michael Dukakis. Details of
the tapes from the Alcohol
Awareness Week office, 11/
13 White Rd, Gepps Cross
5094. Phone (08) 349
7277.

Zondervan Corporation, a
leading religious pub­
lisher, has introduced a
new radio service in the
US. The Zondervan Radio
Network will provide, free
of charge to stations, cas­
sette tapes of news, fea­
tures, interviews and com­
mentaries designed to air
between programming or
music segments.

Don Smith of the Vic-Tas '
Department of Mission,
Education & Development
recently made contact
with Victor Knowles of the
US Independent churches.
He commented in a recent
letter to Don: "Regarding
my trip to Poland: yes,
there are Restoration
Churches (about 23 in all)
that I visited last Novem­
ber. The largest, in War­
saw, is about 300 mem­
bers; the rest small but
hardy congregations who
have been faithful to Christ
during very restrictive con­
ditions under Commu-

I nism. Now they have some
| freedom to build churches

and evangelise more
| freely."

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11

7.00 p.m.
Wednesday

1.15-1.45 p.m.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

j.m. Worship St Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Churches of Christ NSW
Theological College

Golden Jubilee Celebrations
The College will celebrate its Golden Jubilee in March 1992.
As part of these celebrations a Register of Graduates from

Woolwich and Carlingford is being compiled.
An Alumni Dinner will be held.

Graduates—Where Are You?
Please send your name, address, current church,

years at College, to:
J. Cooke, 2 Carrington Avenue, Caringbah. NSW 2229
or to the College, PO Box 140, Carlingford, NSW 2118
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LeadJersIhiBp—
"Australia's falling overseas aid
is not the result of compassion
fatigue, it is the result of leader­
ship fatigue," according to
Russell Rollason, Executive
Director of the Australian
Council for Overseas Aid.

The Australian government
has cut the aid to GNP ratio by
a third over the past eight years
and Australian aid is currently
at an all-time-low level of 0.33%
of GNP, less than half the UN
target of 0.7%.

Yet ordinary Australians
have consistently increased
their generous giving to non­
government overseas aid pro­
grams, with an annual increase
of 10% each year for the past
three years. This year the peo­
ple of Aus tralia have given over
$9 million to assist the Kurds,
the cyclone victims in Bangla­
desh and Africans facing fam­
ine. This is on top of regular
giving to aid agencies of $6 per
capita annually.

tional commitments to achieve
the 0.7% of GNP target for aid
and the opposition is promis­
ing to cut aid further.

"There is nothing hard­
headed aboutcuttingassistance
to the poor in order to balance
the budget. This is simply be­

ing hard-hearted. A hard­
headed approach would be to
ensure the rich and powerful
paid their fair share of taxes
and to introduce some equity
into economic policy at the na­
tional and international level.
We are calling for the restora­
tion of the cut of $100m to the
aid budget targeted for global
environment protection, restor­
ing aid to Cambodia and Viet­
nam, and increased aid for Af­
rica", concluded Mr Rollason.

A hard-hearted government...

There is no compassion fa­
tigue amongst Australians. The
fatigue problem is amongst our
parliamentary leaders, on both
sides of the house. The govern­
ment has shirked its intema-

©wtrsosis AM

...but the response of individual Australians has been incredibly generous

Donations Af@ ©©Mg QJ|p, ©ww
Aid fatigue, donor fatigue,
compassion fatigue: it has dif­
ferent names but refers to the
same phenomenon—public

I weariness with disasters.
It has been the subject of a

■ number of stories in the media
. in recent weeks, with counters
■ from the overseas aid agencies

along the lines of: "Hey, our
donations are going up, not
d own. Who concocted this new
beat-up?"

Empirically, it is true—all the
agencies report that the re­
sponse of Australians has been
incredibly generous. Take some
World Vision special appeals
figures for instance: Romania—
$2.1m, Bangladesh—$l.lm,
Gulf crisis—$632,000, Mozam­
bique—$480,000, Kurds—
$334,000, Cambodia—
$267,000. The list goes on for 35
more countries or situations
right down to $10 for Mali.

Emergency appeals so far this
year have banked a record
$5.22m, with $1,5m of that do­
nated last month alone. Recruit­
ment for the World Vision 40
Hour Famine is up on last year,
which means the record $7.2
million raised last year will
probably be surpassed.

The form of fatigue that is
more apparent to fundraisers,
and aid workers, is physical
fatigue from trying to keep up
with the enormous workload
the recent spate of international
disasters has brought on.

Nevertheless, there are more
questionsbeing asked than ever
before about where all this lar­
gesse leads. Thecommentators,
if they are reflecting public feel­
ing, are claiming that people
harbour increasing doubts
about the effectiveness of emer­
gency appeals and relief efforts,
the possibilities for meaning­
ful change as a result, and the
probability that the appeal will
be repeated next year.

The most common question
asked of any aid agency is some
variation of: "Can I be sure my
money gets there?" What we
are now seeing is a response
that means people are thinking
through the issues surround­
ing that simple accounting
query.

People are no longer just con­
cerned to ensure that their par­
ticular donation is not wasted
or misused. They are wonder­
ing out loud about the reasons
for the appeal being made in
the first place—why is there
continuing famine in Africa?
Why didn't more Bangladeshis
have access to cyclone-proof
shelters? Why are the Kurds a
political football?

Perhaps the Gulf war, and
the human tragedy it sparked
as a million refugees poured
out of Iraq and Kuwait into
Jordan last September,
prompted more debate and dis­
cussion into the whys rather
than just the whats or hows.

This is the kind of healthy
questioning that is needed .Too
long people have just given a
donation to the demonstrated
need simply out of generosity.
Australians have never lagged
in this regard. But perhaps this
will usher in a new era of
thoughtful giving.

Perhaps people will be more
prepared to join with aid or­
ganisations in the long-term
fight against the reasons be­
hind the disasters.

People know that aid is not
the whole answer to crisis situ­
ations. They are coming to real­
ise that prevention is better than
the cure, that development is
better than relief, and are pre­
pared to support agencies who
aim towards development in
all their work.

It is clear that, once again, the
ordinary person in the street is
way ahead of the politician.
Government commitment to
aid has fallen dramatically. Yet
there have only been a few re­
minders in the media about the
rMnVld’aS'a’PerCenta8M)f-
GNP figure. The government
recently allocated $250,000 to
Bangladesh initially, to howls
of outrage from the agencies.
The agencies have howled be­
fore, and the government has
been able to ignore them, but
this time it realised the public
felt exactly the same way, and

ss“uppedlo$2mi" 

With a lot less cash to distrib­
ute, government aid responses
have been flagging, and run
the real risk of becoming the
very handou ts which aid agen­
cies are now at pains to avoid.
While the public moves toward
a longer-term view of poverty
and the third world, the gov­
ernment, by dint of the smaller
amounts it makes available, can
only hand out packages of cash
here and there.

Instead, governments should
be tackling the major issues that
only governments can: like
solving the foreign debt prob­
lem, a problem that means im­
poverished countries take three
steps back for every one they
manage to take forward; like
stopping the provision of arms
to third world dictators; like
intervening in situations where
the injustice is equal to or
greater than that perpetrated
on Kuwait; like enforcing a so­
lution of the world's refugee
problem. Instead, political con­
siderations rank ahead of hu­
manitarian ones and national
sovereignty reigns over human
rights.

We all suffer times of frus­
tration at the pace of change
but the indefatigable human
spirit ensures that the support,
financial in essence but moral
innature, is still flowing to those
millions overseas who do not
know us, but thank us with.
their lives. —World Vision
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All that remains of Gohira Village in Anwara Upazilla. Not only were the
houses destroyed but also the leaves and branches were stripped off the
trees as if a fire had raced through the whole area

The little boy in the centre, with workers from HEED,
World Vision and CSS, lost his mother, two sisters and a
brother—all drowned in the tidal surge that accompanied
the cyclone near Gohira Village

Overseas

o Despair and hope in Bangladesh

about Save Yourself atracO Our Daughter..."
Kasiram /olodas, a fisherman from Jaliapara near Chittagong in Bangladesh, survived the April cyclone and tidal wave.
This is his story of that terrible night and the day after.

In the 60s we lived 5-6 miles
from the shore, but that was
difficult with my workasa fish­
erman. We moved and built a
home near the coast. During
the 1970 cyclone our house was
flooded and we were afraid for
the future. A year later we
moved back further inland and
built a hut on a piece of land
belonging to a relative. We
wanted to buy back thepieceof
land that they had sold earlier,
but the person who bought it
from us did not want to sell it
back. For years we tried. Fi­
nally he agreed and we started
getting all the necessary papers.
However, one month before the
papers were to be signed, we
could cheaply buy a large mo­
torised fishing boat. We can­
celled the purchase of the land
as the boat would allow us to
go fishing into the Bay of Ben­
gal and increase our income
considerably. In due course we
would again trytobuytheland.

We used the boat for a few
days, but then came thecyclone
warning. We kept the boatclose
to embankment in the river,
about 5 km away from the sea.
On the afternoon of 29 April I
went to check the boat. It had

swept on by the current but
after some time I managed to
grab hold of a tree and I hung
on. When the water receded I
climbed down and went to this
home. They looked after me
well."

$10,000 was provided by
Churches of Christ Over­
seas Aid to assist with the
relief work carried out by
HEED, a Christian aid and
development organisation
in Bangladesh.

Kasiram can hardly control his
emotions when he tells his story.
He has lost his home, his boat
and all his nets. Never mind, he
has still got all his children and
his wife as well. The family now
lives on relief supplied by differ­
ent agencies. Kasiram has heard
they may help him rebuild his
home. His big hope however is
that some agency will provide
him with a boat and nets. With
those he could start rebuilding
his life.

already disap­
peared in the
storm. Shortly
after I returned
home, our hut
went down as
well. We went
to a neigh­
bour's house.
Then the wind
turned and wa­
ter entered our
area and people
started to yell.
The wind
turned towards
the sea and we
all feared that
seawater
would sweep
the area. We
decided to try
to go to the
nearby hills.
One of our girls
and all three
boys left imme­
diately. When 
my wife, our youngest daugh­
ter and I wanted to leave, the
other people in the house tried
to stop us. They said it would
be too dangerous. After a
heated discussion we forced
our way out. By then there was

water in the fields but not yet
on the road. Soon water started
flowing over the road and came
up to our knees. Then a wave of
water came from the sea and
we could hardly walk any more
as we were swept on by the
water. My wife got very fright­
ened and she begged me to try ’
to save our daughter and to let ;
her go. I did not want to let her |
gobutthecurrentgotsostrong |
that I had no choice. Somehow |
I managed to swim and wade !
until the water level started ;
dropping.

At daylight 1 went looking I
for the other children. I found ■
them near the foot of the hills .
togetherwithmanyotherswho ■
had fled there. How glad I was! :
I decided to take my eldest son :
and waded back to have a look :
at what was left of my village. '
Suddenly I stopped. I could not ,
believe my eyes. Was that my \
wife or some other woman
wearing the same sari as she '
did yesterday? It was her!
"When you let me go, it was '
very dark", she said. "I was ' 
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People

• Robyn Welham

SWAT
Speaker
Have you met Robyn Welham?
She is seen in many different
places. One of her loves is chil­
dren and their education. She
is an RE teacher at two local
primary schools as well as a
KUCA leader in the local
church.

She also became involved in
WCTU because she was keen
to see that children and adults

i were given accurate informa-
' tion with regard to the damag-
■ ing effects of alcohol consump­

tion. In this regard she is also
the secretary for SWAT (Soci­
ety Without Alcoholic
Trauma), which has as its main
aim to make the breweries ac­
countable for the trauma they
cause in society.

One of Robyn's most recent
responsibilities has been to take
on the role of UCF representa­
tive on the Presbytery of
Nepean, Vic, Uniting Church.

If you would like Robyn to
speak to your group concern­
ing her work contact her on
(03) 654 6491.

o Tracey Carr

Nianawaditrag
Team
EMOemlbeir
Tracey Carr, currently minis­
ter of the Caringbah, NSW,
church, has been appointed to
the ministry team of the
Nunawading, Vic, churches to
commence in January 1992.

Tracey, a graduate of the
Carlingford College, has been

Robyn Welham

Tracey Carr

at Caringbah for four years. At
Nunawading she will be re­
sponsible primarily for the de­
velopment of the small-group
program of the church. Another
aspect of her role will be the
development of discipleship
classes for new Christians.

Tracey's appointment has
been made necessary partly by
Dean Hamilton's move to
Modbury, SA, and also by the
desire of the church to recog­
nise the importance of the de­
velopment of small groups in a
larger church.

The church is also seeking to
appoint a Pastoral Directorand
this position has been adver­
tised in a previous issues of The
Australian Christian. Enquiries
about this position can be di­
rected to the church secretary,
Bruce Graham, 184 Surrey
Road, Blackbum 3130.

• Lorraine Hall

Assistant
Administrator
Lorraine Hall has been ap­
pointed Assistant Administra­
tor of the NSW Churches of
Christ Department of Cornrnu- 

Singles Ministry Growth
Over fifty singles have recently met for fortnightly Sunday
evening worship and outreach services at East Kew
church in a Department sponsored singles ministry.
Social activities and seminars are extensions of this
outreach. Your support is invited.

Department of Mission, Education
and Development

52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne, Vic 3000
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nity Care. She brings to this
newly created position almost
five years of experience within
the department.

With the expansion of wel­
fare operations, and the addi­
tion to aged care facilities of the
62-bed Woodlands Nursing
Home at Cherrybrook, it has
been necessary to provide for
coverage of all administrative
positions and it is in this vital
area that Lorraine will operate.

The department presently
runs three nursing homes with
a total of 183 beds, 7 hostels
with a total of257 beds, and 251
self-care units. There are also
two refuges for women and
their children, operating as a
joint venture with the Pendle
Hill church. Lorraine is based
at the department's head office
in Carlingford, and continues
to be an important member of
the caring team that is Com­
munity Care.

Lorraine Hall

• Dennis and Wilma
Jetta

Mooroopna
Appointment
The congregation of the
Mooroopna, Vic, church to*
gether with the Vic-Tas Abo­
rigines Mission Department
are pleased to announce that
Dennis and Wilma Jetta have
accepted the call to minister to
the congregation meeting at
Mooroopna.

Dennis and Wilma are ex­
pecting to leave their present
commitments at Pingelly,WA/
forMooroopna on 9 September
1991 and to commence their
ministry on 22 September.

—H. Taylor
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News

o /in offer unlikely to be repeated

[getttairDy Chse Oountts m
D)emsi[rD(d]
"Seven out of the 12 units have
already been allocated. This
clearly demonstrates the
unique financial benefits to the
original residents of Bethany
Close," stated Trevor Giles, the
Executive Director of the Vic-
Tas Department of Commu­
nity Care. He continued, "The
special arrangements made
with the Ormond, Vic, church,
who owned the land, mean that
the original group of residents
do not pay any maintenance
charges. This represents a sav­
ing of up to $40 per week, based
on the charges of other organi­
sations."

Bethany Close, in Ormond,
is ideally situated with easy
public-transport access to shop­
ping centres and community
services. Bethany Close is a

Christian retirement commu­
nity and is near to local
churches, especially the
Ormond church, which is just
across the street. Residents have
priority of access to the De­
partment's hostel and nursing
home care facilities at
Oakleigh and Murrumbeena.

The first six units will be
ready for occupation during
September, with the second six
finished by December 1991.
There are vacancies within both
groups.

Bethany Close residents en­
ter into a lease-type (licence)
agreement, paying an initial
amount of $130,000. Of this,
$10,000 is a once-only non-re-
fundable management fee to
cover all future maintenance
costs, rates etc.

Future residents, Mrs Clarke (left) and Mrs Collicoat
(right), helped by Mrs Clark's daughter, Shirley Flanders,
check on colours for their carpets

10 Best Street
North Fitzroy 3068
Phone (03) 481 0854

IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR
REGISTERED TAX AGENT

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills,
Taxation, Personal Injuries,
Business and Company Law

48 Madigan Drive
Glen WaverIey3150
Phone (03) 561 5879

Trevor Giles with Mrs Trevillyan and Mrs Young checking
the progress of the units at Bethany Close

The remaining $120,000 is a
fully refundable lease fee. The
only other costs to residents
are their own actual livingcosts.
This unique financial arrange­
ment is not likely to be found
elsewhere, or even to be re­
peated.

Enquiries about theremain-
ing five units may be made
through the Executive Direc­
tor, Trevor Giles, on (03)

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones(08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

6621411, or the Department of
Community Care, 52 La Trobe
St, Melbourne 3000.

CHRISTIAN
RETIREMENT
CENTRE

CHELTENHAM
CHURCH OF
CHRIST

14 Chesterville Road
Cheltenham 3192

A resident funded centre
comprising 1 and 2 bedroom

units
Enquiries welcomed

Phone manager
(03) 584 5202
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Classifieds

GOLDEN WEDDING

HILL Bob and Una celebrate 50
years of marriage at the Horsham
Church of Christ, celebrated by Mr
C.W. Jackel. We thank God for five
loving and caring children and their
partners, Janice and Ronald (dec.)
Conole, Robert and Kaye Hill,
Graham and Annette Hill, Marlene
andAJanTheobald, Leslieand Leona
Hill, 14 grandchildren and partners
and four great-grandchildren.
SEARLE—MORRELL Jack and May
married at Bern, SA, 2 August 1941
by late S.L Patching. Friends are
invited to Thanksgiving Serviceand
Afternoon Tea at Montrose Church
of Christ, Vic, Sunday, 4 August, at
2.30 pm. Present address—2 Har­
vest Drive, Chimside Park 3116.
RSVP Pat (03) 870 4414.

DEATHS

COLE Violet May, "Auntie Doll/',
on 1 July 1991, in her 90th year, at
Bundaberg, Qld. Loved sister of
Louisa, sister-in-law of Allan Clark,
Aunt of Glenys, Harvey, Frances,
Adrian and Cheryl. A dedicated
nursing sister and matron. She gave
her whole life to her profession and
God. She helped all. "Many shall
rise up and call her blessed."
STURGESS Rita, on 1.7.91. Loving
wife of Bill (dec.), loved and re­
spected mother of Ken (dec.), dear
mother-in-law of Gwen, loving
Grandma of Jon, Mark and Rose­
mary. Great Grandma of Daniel,
Lauren and Luke. Peace at last

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
in its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not include us in your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
1 give and bequeath $___ (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
in Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

FOR SALE

UNIT—BRISBANE2-bedroom unit
with garage, Brisbanearea.Asnew,
2 years old. Spacious, built-ins,
lovely kitchen. 100 m beach, shops,
transport, churches St all services.
Ideal location, good security in small
complex with Christian owners.
Phone owner (066) 44 9342.

•CHRISTlWtH^^^

CUCKOO RESTAURANT Mt
Dandenong, Friday, 2 August, 7
pm.S25mealand soft drinks. Book­
ings (03) 751 1003 and inquiries
Lynne (03) 703 1021 or Liz (03)
801 3747.

BUILDERS

IAN St LA. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentieigh.

holidays
COWES, PHILIP ISLAND Holiday
house. Sleeps 6 $30/night off sea­
son. Discount for sole parents.
Phone Lynne (03) 703 1021.
GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modem FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgaming Street, Stafford heights
4053. Telephone (07) 359 7227.

■S<■-----*L__j'—*1—/ CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home-
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa. Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us: chr|ST1An qqMMIINITY
El Kanah Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

Z^Z-7^7
1935

OUR WORK IN THE NEW HEBRIDES.
Died on Active Service.

Dear Bro. Anderson,—You will be very sorry to hear
that David Coombal, our oldest teacher, passed away
this month. David, when quite a young man, left Pente­
cost and went to the island of Tongoa. There he served
with several traders. He became interested in the Pres­
byterian mission, and finally became a teacher. Later
Bro. Filmer, hearing of him teaching, asked him to come
back and teach among his own people. Here he faithfully
proclaimed the message for many years, and although
very feeble in the last year or two he labored on for the
cause of Christ. Several months ago he left his wife and
the comforts of his own village to go and minister to his
own village that had been -without a teacher for some
time. It was while laboring in this village that he passed
to be with his Lord. As the end drew near he expressed
the wish to be buried in his own village of Barabet. Mr.
Sandells went down in the launch, and brought his body
to its last resting place, there to await the coming of the
Lord.—Olive Sandells.

David Coombal.
David volunteered for service in an out-of-the-way vil-
I'Sived’no’fi Pe°P11mighthaVe the gospeL For this he
s^n Rnan,(?al support- Here the old teacher is
seen standing with a bride and bridegroom. When he

passed away he was about 70 years of age.
—The Australian. Christian, 25 July 1935.

Overseas Mission Board
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Musi^ in Worship

o Band

[HJetre smicdl [Mhw

Review

BQsicEk Stojimp Festival

begin. The other important fac­
tor about learning is learning
to play as a team (remember
the emphasis is on team). This
can only be achieved rehears­
ing together. In our music team
we rehearse every Sunday be­
fore the service for about 45
minutes. We run through all
the songs and instrumentals for
that service. When we are learn­
ing new songs we have extra
rehearsals so that we can learn
the songs before we try to teach
them.

sional approach. The band
members and their support
team are committed to Jesus
as well as to producing high
quality music.

For more information on
Here and Now you can write
to 3 Short Street, Glen
Waverley 3150.

Here and Now are a Mel­
bourne-based modern rock
band tha t ha ve been established
for two years. In that time they
have gained a lot of recogni­
tion in both secular and Chris­
tian music scenes.

Learn
It is a must for all musos to be

familiar with the songs. When
learning new songs make sure
you get a copy of the music a
couple of weeks in advance so
that the learning process can 

Listen
Always be listening. Listen

to make sure you're in tune
and in time. Listen to make sure
you're playing the correct mu­
sic and most of all listen to the
other musos and make sure you
are playing sensitively and not
blasting the congregation.

I call the above the silver rules
because there is one golden rule
and that is commitment. After
thinking about joining the "mu­
sic team", thinking about why
you want to join, who you are
doing it for, are you the right
person for the job or even if you
are just looking for somewhere
to perform, or to glorify God,
finally you may decide to join
(I hope and encourage you to
do so). Now it's time for that
golden rule of commitment.
You must commit yourself to
the team. Be presentat rehears­
als and be on time. The music
team must be committed to
each other, the church and to
God for it to be effective. A
committed, listening and keen
music team will do amazing
things in glorifying God
through music ministry.

(Next month: "The Music")

rus. Lyrically and vocally ex­
cellent with real melody and
passion." (Les Price, On Being)

Here and Now aim in the
near future to promote their
EP, working towards securing
a recording contract.

They are young and ener­
getic with a very profes-

Look
It is very important to watch

the worship leader at all times.
The worship leader is the one
who should be directing traf­
fic, unless you have a huge
music team with your own con­
ductor. It is between the wor­
ship leader and the musos that
a silent code will need to be
developed for the worship to
run smoothly and effectively,
e.g.:

• Repeat chorus: leader
makes a letter "C" with hand.

• Play on: a finger drawing
small circles in the air.

• Stop at the end of this bit:
one hand held out vertically.

• Play on quietly: right index
finger circles under left hand
held out flat.

These are just some exam­
ples but it is very important to
keep watch for the next signal.
This will help develop a tight
and professional sound that
will promote excellence in wor­
ship. It is possible to pray and
worship while remaining
aware of what's going on
around you.

The Musician
I guess a music team would
sound a little strange with out
musicians (musos). Would you
agree? Even though the musos
often take a back seat as far as
being seen. ..they can often take
a front row seat in being heard.
The three silver rules for the
musos in the "music team" are
"look", "learn" and "listen".

Apart their
commitment to
providing high-
quality enter­
tainment, Here
and Now have
released a four-
song EP at Sing
Song studios.
The recording
has been played 

on a number of independent
radio stations in Melbourne and
has received great reviews:
"Musically excellent with good
arrangements and sounds.
Four great songs—these fel­
lows know how to write a cho-

stump had us all yelling for
more—and more we shall ha ve.

Arts has a full line up of work­
shops and some amazing per­
formers in drama—Doulos, the
Telopea Theatre Group and
Word-in-Edgeways—as well
as the expertise of the Double
Vision Dance Co and the 3D
Dance Co. You can also expect
great return performances from
mime artist Dennis Clare and
comedian-musician Paul
Aldrich (USA).

Super youth communicator
Duffy Robins from Philadel­
phia heads the list of top speak­
ers in seminars and main stage
teaching. Duffy proved him­
self a favourite with Aussie
young people at a number of
gatherings last year with his
humour and relevance to 90s
issues.

The Aussie band line up is
bursting with great bands—
Danger UXB, Humbuckers,
Guns of Fire, Confidante, Na­
ked Flame and many more. So
don't miss this weekend on 4-
7 October 1991... this is real ex-
citement-for-dollar value!

For more information and
booking details contact the
Black Stump Festival head of­
fice on (02) 764 1566. Black
Stump is conducted by Com­
bined Christian Youth Activi­
ties Limited.

There is only one Black Stump!
The largest collection of young
people and ideas in Australia.
Around 7,000 camp out, grow­
ing together in their relation­
ships with friends, family and
the Father through attending
seminars, music, drama and
arts workshops. Where? The
beautiful bushland at Cataract
Park, Appin, for the 4th con­
secutive year.
Situated between Campbell­
town and Wollongong off
Appin Road, 70 minutes south
of Sydney. Fresh air, excellent
facilities including "hot show­
ers" with plenty of room for
your tent or caravan.

A number of top-line over­
seas artistswill feature this year.
Popular American band White-
heart will perform on main
stage, as well as the talented
Glen Kaiser (of resurrection
band fame) and Darrell
Mansfield, whose fantastic
blues harmonica is heard on
many US albums. Randall
Waller and his band make a
welcome return after explor­
ing the music scene in England
over the past few years. Some
may remember Randall and the
boys from the days of Avion.

Sophisticated New Zealand
band Real Time also return to
the stage at the park. Their first
performance at last year's
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Testimony

• Many times I had walked past a lovely church just up the road. Many times I had
stopped and watched people coming out of there—smiling faces—laughter. I wished that I
were a part of it

(g©d]'s FamnO^
■ ■ i I'm Sue.

r—i' How do you
H Scope with

two marriage break­
ups, violence to­
wards yourself and
your children and
the loss of your
home and all finan­
cial security? How
do you bear the pain
of having your five
children taken off
you because of an
ex-husband's vio­
lence? How can you
face the desolation
of finding yourself
alone with no fam­
ily or friends? How
can you find the
motivation or
strength to keep liv­
ing?

How?
Easy! Allow God into your

life and neverlethim leaveyour
heart.

Twelve months ago my chil­
dren were in foster care and
had been there for over six
months. I felt that I could not
go on in this harsh life any more.
I thought that I was a complete
failure and my children would
be better off without me even
though our love for each other
was very strong. I was told that
I couldn't have my children
back until I had a house and
financial security, plus other
things that I couldn't possibly
provide being on a dole of $120
a week. It was all hopeless. I
didn't want to live if I could not
have my precious children.

It was a Sunday. Many times
I had walked past a lovely
church just up the road. Many
times I had stopped and
watched people coming out of
there—smiling faces—laugh­
ter. I wished that I were a part

of it. But no! God only wanted
good people, so I thought, not
no-hopers like me; not worth­
less sinners like me. I didn't
belong. But on this glorious
Sunday I had a strong desire to
actually enter this place of wor­
ship. I had nothing to lose. I
was going to end my life soon
anyway. But I had no way of
knowing that the first step that
I took towards that church, that
day, was my first step towards
the Lord, and a brand new life
of love, trust and belief for
myself and my children.

I met Pastor Baxter, and his
lovely wife, and all the marvel­
lous people of the Kedron, Qld,
Church of Christ who gave me
their support, love and guid­
ance whenever I felt I couldn't
make it.

Within three weeks of walk­
ing into the church, I had a
home. Within two months, I
had my children home with me.
It has been a hard 10 months
with many problems and a lot
of adjustments. But with our
faith in God, the support and
patience of the church, and
many, many prayers, we've
made it!

My eldest daughter Carrie
came to me a week before Moth­
er's Day and told me that she
wished to give her life to the
Lord.

She was baptised on Moth­
er's Day this year. What a glo­
rious gift!

My second-eldest daughter
Lisa told me a few days ago
that she also wishes to give her
life to the Lord. She was bap-

All the words in the puzzle
below can be found in
Matthew 20:1-3 in the

Good News version.

tised on 30 June.
Isn't it marvellous?
Three down and
three to go. I pray
every day that my
three youngest chil­
dren, Jody, Jason
and Amanda will
also find God's path
and follow it.

I will end with
this little story.
Twelve months ago,
I allowed God to
begin working in
my life. I accepted
an invitation to the
family camp with
the church mem­
bers. I remember
standing there on
the first night
watching all the
families with their
children, yearning 

for my own, and really praying
for the first time in my life. I
prayed that the same time next
year, I would be back here again
at the family camp with my
children beside me.

Well the camps on again in
August, and guess who will be
there?

Yes! The Jackson family.
See! The Lord "does" answer

your prayers.

Solution to the puzzle in the
22 June issue.

Quick Words
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