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Oramd. Variety Concert
Alan Rowe, Ingrid Gilmour, Jean Corlett, Ron Lancashire and Julie Goldstein
share in the nostalgia of the "Good Old Days" at the Gardiner, Vic, church
Friendship Club's Grand Variety Concert and Costume Parade
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Comment

o Fewer, larger congregations, with many followers—
or many smaller churches with many gifted people.

Which Way Ctatrelfoss ©ff
CWstt?

by Bruce McIntosh

T
he6 July issue of The Australian Chris­
tian contained two interesting arti­
cles: Max Carter's Guest Editorial,

expressing classical Churches of Christ
views on leadership, and Ron Elbourne's
Ministers' Workshop outlining thedistinc-
tive features of senior ministers.

The contrast is striking.

Two Models of Leadership
Ron believes "large churches require a

senior minister and other specialist minis­
ters".

The senior ministers "have the primary
responsibility for deciding the configura­
tion of the staff team" and "the major role
in developing 'localised' church philoso­
phy".

This introduces into Churches of Christ
a hierarchy of greater and lesser minis­
tries.

Max uses Paul's analogy of the church
as a body and states: "This indicates a
totally flat organisation with every mem­
ber responsible to Christ for their ministry
role."

Max recognises the need for leaders who
are "drawn from the body of believers"
and he states that "the authority of leader­
ship arises from the recognition by the
people".

Ron sees the senior minister as vision­
ary, a pacesetter, moving the congregation
forward, developing philosophy, and tak­
ing decisions.

He does not see many current ministers
as suitable for senior ministry.

Max sees every member as part of the
ministry team, leaders as alongside, not
over others, and servanthood as the lead­
ership model.

Ron's model is typically autocratic (sin­
gle-person driven).

Let us call his model Model A.
Max's model is typically democratic

(people driven).
Let us call his model Model B.
It seems Churches of Christ will have to

choose which model they follow.
The two are not compatible.

Model A or Model B?
Model A depends on the strong gifted

individual to drive the whole; Model B 

draws on and develops the energy of the
whole.

The success of Model A requires the
continuing input from an exceptionally
gifted leader (long-term ministries are ad­
vocated); Model B develops the ability
ofthewholeto function co-dependentwith
its leaders.

(For instance, Churches of Christ have
never required ordained ministers to ad­
minister communion as the major his­
toric denominations still do.)

Model A is recognised as achieving short­
term gains; Model B long-term gains.

Model A will attract those with high
dependency needs; Model B those with
high co-dependency needs.

Those with high dependency needs will
be content to let the strong leader lead.

Those with high co-dependency needs
will want to have their skills and abilities
recognised and used.

Last year I was a delegate to a national
conference of workplace reform, determin­
ing strategies for reskilling the national
workforce.

A keynote speaker was a senior execu­
tive who has left Churches of Christ be­
cause his church adopted Model A.

He is not alone.
There is no question that Model A will

attract larger numbers of people, but it will
also alienate many talented people, the
very people we can ill afford to lose.

Which Way?
Which way Churches of Christ? Fewer,

larger congregations, with many follow­
ers or many smaller churches with many
gifted people?

• Bruce McIntosh is currently the Manager,
Human Resources, with the Shire of Lillydale,
Vic, and is involved in setting up self-manag­
ing work teams. He is a member of the
Institute of Municipal Management's Work­
ing Party on Structural Efficiency, and the
Victorian Employers Federation's Working
Party on Award Restructuring. He conducted
leadership courses for the Australian Institute
of Management for 10 years. Bruce and his
wife Mary recently moved to the Upper Yarra
region but their membership remains with
the Boronia, Vic, church.
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News

° Knocking down walls to build new ones

Worship Ceirnftire flw Coffs [Klairlbeafln0
The Coffs Harbour, NSW,
church is about to begin con­
struction of a multifunction
worship centre. The land is lo­
cated in the fastest-growing
area of Coffs Harbour, sur- ■
rounded by new housing es- [
tates. It will be the only church j
in this area, and the church be­
lieves the potential for outreach
is enormous.

The members at Coffs Har- '
bour are currently renting a
run-down hall (which they I
share with many other groups) .
in an old part of the city. The
hall comes complete with rats, |
rotting timber, musty odour,
no space for Sunday School, no
cry room, spartan facilities,
poorcommunity visibility, very ;
limited availability for mid­
week functions, and poor park­
ing facilities (all at no extra
cost!). That is all about to
change.

The new worship centre will
have two Sunday School areas,
a cry room, a large kitchen, two
offices and seating for 200. It
has been designed to allow for
a future extension to seat an
extra 250.

Because of the generosity of
some Christian tradesmen who
are donating materials and
services free of charge, the cen­
tre will cost only $50,000 to com­
plete to a stage where council
will allow the church to use it.

The members arestill $20,000
short of this target, but are
pressing ahead in faith. Already
they have seen some wonder­
ful miracles, as God has pro­
vided for their needs:

• The development applica­
tion was approved after they
were advised by Council that
their chances of approval were
so slim they needn't bother
applying.

• A local factory "gave" them
1,600 concrete blocks in a wall
in return for demolishing it.

• Abusinesssold them $3,000
worth of safety glass (ideal for
a cry room) for $200.

• Recently a local business­
man came to their morning serv­
ice without knowledge of the
buildingprojectand offered free

Going, going...

sand and gravel.
And so the list goes on. They

are convinced that God is open­
ing the doors for this project to
go ahead.

For further information con-
tact the minister Kevin
Simington, PO B ox 6102, Coffs
Harbour Plaza 2450. Phone
(066) 52 2293.

...gone. Demolishing the factory wall to obtain blocks for
the new Coffs Harbour church

The Great Postal Survey
Many thanks to those who have carefully filled out our postal
survey forms for the past six months and returned them to The
Australian Christian office.

A reminder to those who haven't yet returned the survey to do
so as soon as possible.

A report card on Australia Post's performance will be pub­
lished shortly.

• Lightening the
gloom

The Good
©Od ©ays
A grand variety concert and
costume parade is the manner
in which the Gardiner, Vic,
church Friendship Club cel­
ebrated 34 years of friendly
outreach in the community.
During these years many have
come to know the Lord through
the club.

The aim of the concert was to
reach even more people and
also to provide a good program
of high quality at a very rea­
sonable price.

The concert was held in the
Malvern Town Hall. It was
advertised as a friendship af­
ternoon, to "lighten the gloom!"
and as a nostalgic look at the
"Good Old Days".

It was a challenge to fill the
town hall and one which the
committee, with the help of the
Over 50's Friendly Society, ,
who were joint sponsors,
worked very hard to accom- !
plish. Churches, councils, re­
tirement villages and commu- ■
nity services, not forgetting ra- |
dio stations, were contacted, j
with the result that over 650
attended—some coming from
as far away as Mt Martha.

Alan Rowe compared the :
afternoon, infusing a very I
friendly atmosphere. His com­
edy was very much appreci- I
ated by the audience. Top-line
artists included Margaret
Nisbett (operatic and concert ,
star), John Lidgerwood (vocal- I
ist), John Ferguson (solo or­
ganist), The Sweet Adelines
(singing group) and Ray Sharp
(accompanist and solo pianist). ,

The ushers and usherettes
were dressed in period cos­
tume, as were many of the au­
dience, and the grand parade
was enjoyed by all.

The minister, Paul Creasey,
welcomed everyone and gave
an invitation to attend the
weekly Friendship Club events. |

The feedback being received
from many quarters plus an ,
increase in club membership j
has made all the effort worth- ,
while.

3 August 1991 The Australian Christian (323) 3



Mows

• Lowering a floor to raise a church

Bok EfOdOB Goimg Oowtm!
No-one gathers for worship in '
the Box Hill, Vic, chapel these
days! Instead they gather in
temporary accommodation in
the church hall.

This is necessary because the
builders have commenced the
task of lowering the church
floor so that all the facilities of
tire church will be on the same
level.

This will make the buildings
far more versatile and accessi­
ble.

It will certainly overcome a
major obstacle for our older
members who have had diffi­
culty climbing the stairs to the
main entrance of the church.

the membership.
ArthurTivendale,
working in close
co-operation with
the architect, drew
the plans, Bob
Clare prepared the
specifications and
a loan was negoti­
ated with the Prop­
erties Corpora­
tion.

Stage 1 includes
the provision of an
enlarged and mod­
ern kitchen de­
signed and in­
stalled by Mike
Waterhouse with Pulling the Box Hill church apart

It is also a symbol of the in­
tention of the board to see our
church continue to progress.

This bold step was not with­
out pain. Indeed it took a pro­
longed period for the church to
come to terms with the chal­
lenge of change.

A multi-stage building pro­
gram was finally endorsed by

the assistance of
right- and left-hand helpers, a
new ground-level church en­
trance from the car park on the
north side of the chapel, a spa­
cious foyer, carpets and fur­
nishings for the chapel and toi­
let facilities for the disabled.

These developments reflect
something of the vision of the

church under the guidance of
our ministry team Jim
Longbottom, Martina Oss­
wald and Peter Hunt. With
seven cell groups, outreach
through playgroups, the
Friendship Group, the Prime
of Life group, the Christian
Women's Fellowship and 

youth groups, together wi th ad­
vanced plans for the introduc­
tion of an after-school Kid's
Club, the Box Hill church is
alive and growing.

The floor may be going
down, but the church is going
up!

—G.W. Wigney

o Prayer for revival brings results

East Tamwoirth ©m tGw
On 30 May 1987,23 met at the
home of Roy and Jan Cody to
discuss the formation of a
Church of Christ in East
Tamworth, NSW.

The first services of the East
Tamworth church were held at
Cody's home for about a month,
after which a nearby Scout hall
was rented. This venue was the
regular meeting place until
1990,whenwemovedtoamore
central location close to the city
centre. Within several months
of this move, we were "on the
move" again, this time to our
present location, the former
Uniting Church building
known as St Andrews.

Our present location is a his­
torical landmark in the city, the
church hall being the original
building that started holding
services in 1862, with the "new"
St Andrews opening in 1908.

We believe the Lord has 

blessed us with facilities to en­
able us to reach out to the com­
munity, however the real turn­
ing point came when in Sep­
tember 1990 one hour each Sat­
urday morning was set aside to
pray for revival. This prayer
time was started by Peter de
Wildt, who conducted a three-
month interim ministry last
year.

Another significant step of
faith involved not only East
Tamworth, but also the NSW
Conference. We had been seek­
ing the Lord's guidance about
being able to have a full-time
minister. The Lord pointed us
in the direction of Rocky
Quinlivan, and the NSW Con­
ference had both the faith and
the vision to offer substantial
financial support so that this
became a reality on 17 January
1991. Rocky became our first
full-time minister, following 

part-time ministries by David
Barber and Peter de Wildt.

Since January average at­
tendances have risen from
around 20 to nearly 70 and the
Saturday morning at 8 prayer
times for revival continue.

At a special meeting on 22
June, Roy Cody and Bill Chan­
dler were elected the first elders
of East Tamworth church.

Two weekly Bible studies are
currently being held, the ladies
meet once a week and Rocky
has introduced us to the "Gos­
pel Grill" concept once a month.
A barbecue tea is held followed
by devotions. Scripture classes
are held at two primary schools,
conducted by two ladies of our
fellowship. YouthGroupmeets
twice a week, and Sunday
School numbers are on the in­
crease. Since East Tamworth
church was commenced there
have been 25 baptisms, and 18 
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have publicly rededicated their
lives to the Lord.

We believe we can truly say:
"To God be the glory—great
things he has done," and as
Peter de Wildt was so fond of
saying: "And is going to do!"

—Ida Chandler

3 August 1991

North Balwyn
Church of Christ
16 Walnut Road,

North Balwyn

40th Anniversary
1 8 August

10.15 am Worship and
Communion

Speaker: Trevor Giles

12 noon luncheon
7 pm Evening Worship
Speaker: Alan Hirsch

Contacts for further details
(03) 857 8760

or (03) 857 6444
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° Evangelism through sport

U6tth AaasftirsiDQaiin) Venture for Victory BasketbaOD Toimr
An exciting cross-cultural min­
istry of evangelism through
basketball with the Australian
Venture for Victory team is
available to basketbailers to
present the universal message
of Jesus Christ through the in­
ternational language of sports.
There is a great attraction over­
seas for competition with Aus­
tralian teams.

In cities, high schools, uni­
versities, town squares and
prisons, players will play be­
fore crowds, share their faith in
Christ with the spectators, a
group of students or an indi­
vidual person.

They will see first-hand the
devastation of cyclones and
erupting volcanoes.

They will struggle to under­
stand the poverty and primi­
tive conditions in which peo­
ple live, and the over-crowd­
ing in other areas.

This 16th Aussie Venture for
Victory team will spend a week
in Hong Kong and three weeks
one of the provinces of the Phil­
ippines.

It will be "roughing it", go­
ing any where, doing anything,
learning to live at close quar­

ters with team
members and
enthusiastically
supporting the
local Christians
in their witness
for Christ.

A vital part of
the ministry is
the free Bible cor­
respondence
courses made
available to peo­
ple who are in­
terested in learn­
ing more about
Christianity. Re­
ports received
from the last tour
indicate that
hundreds of peo­
ple are following
the Bible corre-
spondence
courses and that 

Young Christian basketbailers venturing for victory

some of the players are now
seeking God's will concerning
training in Bible colleges for
future ministry. One of last
year's players is planning to
spend 12 months in the Philip­
pines from September with a
view to further service for God.

The Australian Venture for

Victory Basketball Board in­
vites applications now for the
16th tour 26 December 1991 to
28 January 1992.

Young men who are above
average in basketball ability, in
excellent physical condition
and spiritually mature are in­
vited to apply. The closing date 

is 14 August 1991.
Each man selected is ex­

pected to raise his own finance
(at least $2,900) for the tour.

Application forms and infor­
mation are available from Bruce
Townsend, Secretary, V for V
Board, GPO Box 1717, Adelaide
5001. Phone (08) 212 4611.

• Dawson Street outreach

Womtter Coffee Cabaret a Great Success
On 23 June the Dawson Street,
Ballarat, Vic, church held its
annual Winter Coffee Caba­

ret. Outreach groups were tar­
geted with great success as over
220 filled the local School of

Mines function room. The night
was filled with music and song
and the gospel was presented 

Enjoying the fellowship at Dawson Street's cabaret

in a gentle way. Families were
challenged by the senior minis­
ter, Stephen Templeton, to
build a firm foundation for their
children's future.

It was a great time of sharing
in fellowship with many non­
church families in attendance.
Many asked about the church
and its activities, with one fam­
ily indicating they would like
to attend church on a regular
basis.

There is an air of excitement
at Dawson Street as it reaches
out into the community and
draws unreached people
through its doors. The whole
evening was a success—"One
of the greatest nights of
outreach our church has seen."
Stephen Templeton said.
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Corinne Simpson

'Ten^eife'i
SELECT USED CARS

49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134
Telephone: (03) 879 4004

A.H. (03) 722 1780
CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR

A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

The Australian Christian6 (326)

The congregation of the Peel
St, Ballarat, Vic, church is
pleased to announce that
Wayne Allan has accepted the
call to ministry from 2 Febru­
ary 1992.

Wayne is married to Cheryl
and they have one son, Jesse
Wayne Allen, aged 15 months.

He is presently studying at
CCTC and graduates at the end
of this year. —Neil Reed

• Wayne Allan

Peel Street Ministry

• Mutual fund grows tenfold

Correction
In our report on the 0AM
awarded to Ken Patterson
("AC" 6 July) we reported that
Ken had initiated a Mutual
Fund for the WA Conference.

We reported that at the end of
1989 this had grown to $176,000.
The correct figure in the Mu­
tual Fund at the end of 1989
was in fact $1.76 million.

• Corinne Simpson

Marion's New Yoyth and
Childrens Worker
In what has now become some­
thing of a pattern at Marion,
SA, the church has appointed
yet another member of its own
ranks to a key position of lead­
ership on the ministry team.
Corinne Simpson is a gifted
and enthusiastic young lady
who has served in many areas
of the church's life over the past
decade. Her background is in
retail sales, and the training tha t
she has received in this field
combined with her wealth of
experience within the Marion
fellowship mean that she is ide­
ally suited to this position,
which calls for skills in the ar­
eas of motivation and co-ordi­
nation.

Corinne takes over the posi­
tion from Yvonne Bentham,

who gave three years of out­
standing service to the church
in the Youth and Childrens
Department.

—Moreen Hardy

• Neale Fong on worship

Seminar at N©DBam®ra

| Don Milne A
I Exterior &

interior
I painting _
| service
I 35 years experience

' r®e 9uote and competent
| reliable service
■ Phone (03) 859 6560 (AH)

FURNITURE
_ restorationsFrench Polishing and

Cabinet Making
Fine Craftsmanship

ofS;tlkinin9?'?d ,e[i"ishing
ol oil types of furniture 9
specialising in antiques

SA A mode Io order

. (03)723 0363 

from the pastoral team to the
planning of worship, for lead­
ers to be appointed and set apart
by the church and for a cross­
section of the church commu­
nity to be represented on the
committee.

Underlying the material pre­
sented was a challenge to those
present to recognise that all
churches have traditions in
worship, to review the forms of
worship in our churches and to
recognise as a key goal in lead­
ership the transformation and
edification of the body and the
glorification of God (not the
glorification of leaders).

We were also encouraged to
consider the use of symbolism
(including the arrangement of
seating), lighting (without ma­
nipulating emotion), strategic
use of welcoming people,
drama, readings, confessions,
music that relates to those wor­
shipping, silence, offerings,
special festivals in the church
calendar and to involve all
members of the church in the
worship experience.

A special emphasis on the
involvement of children was
presented.

Competent and committed
leaders, in music, sound, read­
ing and operation of equipment
such as overhead projectors
were identified as key elements
in leading worship.

No doubt many in attend­
ance were stimulated to apply
in their local churches the ideas
shared in the seminar, remem­
bering that in any change, in
the words of William Temple
quoted at the outset of the semi­
nar: "Worship is the submis­
sion of all our nature to God.'

—The Western Christian

Over 180 attended a worship
seminar led by Dr Neale Fong
on 6 and 13 May at the
Nollamara, WA, church. The
seminar was organised by the
WA Youth Ministry Commit­
tee. Neale is a gifted worship
leader, who is well-known
amongst Churches of Christ,
having led the worship at WA
Conference events on many
occasions.

In 1990 Neale returned to
Western Australia from
Canada where, in addition to
completing a Master of Theol­
ogy degree at Regent College,
he was involved in leading
worship at an evangelical An­
glican fellowship and at vari­
ous outreach crusades and
worship meetings. He has re­
cently contributed the appen­
dix on worship to Michael
Green's book Evangelism
through the Local Church.

Neale's special gifts and ex­
perience made for a well-bal­
anced and stimulating seminar.
He first explored the biblical
imperative to worship God in
all of our lives, followed by the
Old and New Testament in­
structions on worship amongst
the Jewish and early church
communities. Key teachings
emphasised a balance between
form and freedom, and the im­
portance of leadership.

The second part of the semi­
nar dealt with the practical im­
plementation of the biblical
teachings. Although some im­
portant practical instruction
was given for worship leaders,
of particular interest was the
development of a team model
for worship planning and lead­
ership in thelocal church. Neale
emphasised the need for input

3 August 1991
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° Working for the college

MiOdura to Mulgrave to
[BcujoOd] a Shed!

Mildura's work party and the college shed

During the last week of June, a
work party of 10 men from the
Mildura, Vic, church carried
out a number of much-needed
jobs at the Churches of Christ
Theological College, Mul-
grave. This project began back
in February when the news of
the financial positionofthe col­
lege became public. At the same
time, Mildura assistant minis­
ter, Doug Clark, was at
Mulgrave for an orientation
course. He saw what needed to
be done to solve the problems
caused when the builder was
not able to completely finish
the contract. From this report
enthusiasm began to grow for
"doing something to help the
college".

Initially, a commitment was
made by the Men's Society to
finance the laying of the con­
crete slab on which the store
shed brought from Glen Iris
would be re-erected.

Further information came to
Mildura, via college account­
ant Ray Alabaster. There were
a number of jobs the college
needed doing. Two church
members on visits to Mel­
bourne went out to Mulgrave
and gathered first-hand
understandings of the jobs.

In consultation with Ray Ala­
baster and Jack Dow, volun­
tary CCTC maintenance man­
ager, a work schedule was pre­
pared listing jobs. After gain­

ing required permits from the
Mulgrave Shire Council, the
time set for the work was 24-28
June. In the meantime, the
Men's Society had organised a
fund-raising program for fi­
nancing the commitment.

On Saturday, 22 June, Ian
Mansell's one-ton truck was
loaded up with tools, steel fram­
ing, spouting, downpipes and
timber. Ian's truck, with trailer
behind, looked like "the circus
coming to town"!

There were four major tasks:
re-erect the large store shed ly­
ing in sections in the grass; con­
nect power to the shed and fit
lights and power outlets; erect
a pergola over the back door
area of the Elsdon residence
and find a solution to the prob­
lem of water leaking into the
main foyer.

The store shed was com­
pleted by 5 pm onTuesday; the
pergola was commenced on
Wednesday and completed
mid-afternoon Thursday; the
power to the shed was
"switched on" on Thursday
and the water problem in the
foyer was put "on hold", hope­
fully, by putting in a new run of
sealer.

Other jobs undertaken suc­
cessfully were fabricating and
fitting boxing over the main
water valves and meter; fabri­
cating and hanging a sturdy
gate at the entrance to the col­

lege; finding the electrical fault
and making the first four car­
park lights to light up; spread­
ing soil filling to level off the
ground above the retaining
walls; re-erecting a garden shed
at the back of the college resi­
dential units and forming-up
and pouring a concrete storm­
water pit.

Jobs still to be done include:
find a "lost" and uncompleted
water pipe line and connect it
up to the line of watering taps
in the car-park area; lay screen­
ings around the SEC sub-sta­
tion; carry out landscaping
around the barbecue area and
lay tiles in the main foyer to
overcome the water-leak prob­
lem. These are jobs that could
be taken up by other churches
as practical ways of supporting
the college.

The benefits of this project
were many: CCTC had much-
needed work done, which has
been warmly appreciated; the
members of the work party
enjoyed the fellowship of trav­
elling and working together
and gained first-hand knowl-

edgeof the CCTC environment;
the Mildura church became di­
rectly involved with CCTC
through support for the work
party and the audio-visual re­
port that was brought back; the
CCTC faculty have been greatly
encouraged with the practical
support given, raising hopes
for an expansion of this sup­
port in the future.

The work party members
were conscious of "the unseen
hand of God" throughout this
project: initially planned for
mid-May, circumstances de­
layed the timetable and the
members of the team were not
all available till the last week in
June when events at the church
allowed the absence of those
members of the team who were
church leaders and the work
party lost no working time dur­
ing the first four days, though
rain was forecast and fell two
nights out of the four. If rain
had fallen during any of those
days, the two major construc­
tion jobs may not have been
completed.

-—Doug Beasy

° Ministry to schools

Mogious Education Sunday
The Council for Christian Edu­
cation in Schools in Victoria
encourages its member
churches to observe Religious
Education Sunday on 8 Sep­
tember. The aims of Religious
Education Sunday are to praise
God for ministry in schools and
to pray for schools throughout
Victoria and to give thanks for
the dedication of chaplains and
volunteer teachers who pro­
vide a Christian presence and
service in state schools through 

religious education and pasto­
ral care programs.

The council will provide pro­
motional material to all
churches to encourage their
members to be involved in this
outreach program to children
and young people.

Additional information is
available from the Council for
Christian Education in
Schools, 4th Floor, 130 Little
Collins Street, Melbourne
3000.

□ IAN F. KNIGHT, llb, ecom •

o BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR °
° REGISTERED TAX AGENT Z
• Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills, •
* Taxation, Personal Injuries, °
• Business and Company Law 0
*10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive *
• North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waverley 3150 •
* Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879 *
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Leadership
To the Editor,

Of all the condescending ar­
ticles I have ever read Ron
Elboume's article "Being a Sen­
ior Minister" ("AC" 6 July) cer­
tainly takes the cake. So minis­
ters of small churches and, in­
deed, lay members of a congre­
gation, are not "visionary7', not
"pace setters", not "enlarging
the faith horizons of the con­
gregation" and not "decision
takers"? What rubbish!

To have leadership thrust
upon you, just join a small
church where you are on the
"roster" almost every week,
obliged to take on positions in
auxiliary work even when con­
scious of your shortcomings,
involved in evangelistic
outreach, Bible studies and ecu­
menical representation.

To call people who disagree
with one's philosophy, and
people who work in small
churches, often without any
noticeable reward, as "seeking
to perpetuate their own power"
and glorifying "mediocrity in
God's service" is simply insult­
ing.

Vision takes different forms;
it takes vision to integrate peo­
ple who can't even speak Eng­
lish, and to reach out to a needy
community with insufficient
money and few workers.

As far as "enlarging the faith
horizons of the congregation"
goes, last Sunday we showed
part of the video, Where the River
Runs at our evening service. I
wonder if it has been shown at
Ron's church yet?

—Joan Pye
(Richmond, Vic)

"Gender Benders"
To the Editor

Is the author of "Gender
Benders" ("AC" 6 July) some­
one keen on jumping into a
minefield with hobnails? Such
a gender hazard Greek pro­
nouns and (definite?) articles
can be, and the correspondent
hits the detonator by picking
John 16:8 and 13.

These two verses hardly sup­
port any idea of the Trinity be­
ing always masculine. English 

versions of verse 8 have to do
some grammar bending to ap­
ply a pronoun to the Comforter
of verse 7.

But verse 13 is about the
pneuma (breath/wind), which
is neuter, and although a few
masculine pronouns are sprin­
kled into this verse, it is note­
worthy that the King James
Version is able to render the
same spirit as "it" in other
verses.

I have been well tortured by
the attempts at proving pro­
found theology by the bending
of pronouns and articles. Just
look at the number of times
Zion is called "she" in the Old
Testament! The NT uses the
name without pronouns, and
wellitmightasitsversion (Sion)
is masculine or neu ter indeclin­
able.

Someday it may just be pos­
sible for us to quit the witch
hunts and get on with the Holy
Spiritual tasks of solacing, com­
forting, cheering, supporting,
advocating, and, as one lexicon
dares to put it, "compensating
for the departure of Christ him­
self". —Z. Western

(WA)

Church for Churched
or Unchurched

To the Editor,
Keith Horne ("AC" 25 May)

claims that "the local church
exists for the unchurched, not
the churched". I disagree. God
loved the world of people, but
it seems to be implied that when
they become Christians they are
no longer people with usual
human needs! May I suggest
the following:

• The Christ came for the
church—"whoever believes in
him" (John 3:16).

• The Christ continues to
serve the church—"I go to pre­
pare a place for you" (John 14:2);
"he always lives to make inter­
cession for them" (Hebrews
7:25); "he nourishes and cher­
ishes the church" (Ephesians
5:29).

• The ministry was given and
the letters were written to and
for the church, for the equip­
ment of the saints, for thebuild-
ing up of the body of Christ,
until we all attain to maturity
in Christ (Ephesians 4:12-13).

Tire local church needs to be
a safe haven for the saints if
they are to have the confidence
and strength to be a mission
outpost. —Allan B. Clark

(Croydon, Vic)

Abstinence Debate
To the Editor,

In response to Ken Stothard s
letter ("AC" 22 June) it is of
concern that you mention rules
and rules and regulations. We
have never needed rulings be­
fore in Churches of Christ.
When we love the Lord and we
are sincere about this our love
should also embrace trust and
obedience and with these three
qualities we do not need rul­
ings to be made. If we are chang­
ing direction and being sub­
merged by others it would be a
pity. Let us keep our own iden­
tity.

Regarding the weak con­
sciences of others, we must ac­
cept that we are our brother's
keeper. This is borne out in
Scripture. It is only by caring
and by example that the weaker
ones can grow and be strength­
ened. See 1 Peter 5:2-4,1 John
2:10, Matthew 22:37-39 and
John 21:15-19. —Rita Tagg

(Chelsea, Vic)

Gender Blenders!
To the Editor,

The worship service using
the Lima liturgy in Canberra
included, as Arnold Caldicott
reports!"AC" 6 July), a sermon
by Jacqueline Grant, an Afri­
can-American, "Ain't Gonna'
Study War No More". Her text
was John 20:19-23. One point
she made was that "...the Holy
Spirit is one of the least under­
stood doctrines of the Chris-

Letters from Teirtnims
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"Pray without CsasmgjS"
To the Editor,

I have always had problems with the verse, "Pray without
ceasing. How could you do that? Even members of contempla­
tive orders, who spend most of their time praying, still have to

So I've always kept the verse on the back burner hoping that
some day I might find out what it means.
™ w jVe- Lt?1 week mY wife and I travelled interstate

,hatted' we listened to music, we nibbled. And there
ere long, long periods of silence. But in all of these things we

ioumev'alone^ Had either of us had to make the
journey alone we would have been very lonelv

1TOther;without ceasing even when we

with each other a 11 f^at ^od and *can be in communion
when rm »• Kiki"s'»him °r

you was'sand w 3 founci the verse-and whatdo
One said to keep on rejoicingtu th^f6" tW0.0ther short verseS'
being thankful all the time. S * hme and the other t0 g° °

aren'^parS^^ the ^me even when you
evenwhenyouaren^?nl1n2? Y0UCanbej0yfulallthehmef
better get on with rejoicing in theYo^So "Im a Christian. ,S°
ceasing without having to sav vn, ™' S you can Pray Wltho,ut
clock. g y y°ur Prayers 24 hours round the

It,sabituncomforlab?e'thouohll.hiU?,do'n® otker^kin8s' „
the time of God being there business of being aware all
behaviour. g ’ bave to tidy up some of my

Hoping you are the same.

The Australian Christian
Tertius
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tian faith. It is ruach—the life­
giving breath of God; it is
pnennta—the life giving Spirit
of God." She concluded: "Jesus
said, ‘Peace be with you and
receive the Holy Spirit'. If you
receive the Holy Spirit, she
could lead us in the direction of
studying peace rather than
studying war. Peace be with
you." In the context of her ser­
mon the ending gave no of­
fence to me.

Perhaps this was because I
heard Pauline Webb two days
earlier ask: "What pronoun can
we properly use for the Holy
Spirit?" She reminded us that
in the Old Testament, in He­
brew, ruach is feminine, while
intheNewTestament,inGreek,
pneuma is neuter. Later on when
Latin was the Christian lan­
guage, spiritus, a masculine
form, was required when
speaking of the Holy Spirit.

In reality, God, being unique,
has no gender classification. In
my experience of God through
the Spirit I discover a love
which reminds me of both my
mother and my father but
which is more than these.

—John Somerville
(WA)

Leadership
To the Editor,

In Ron Elbourne's article on
senior ministers ("AC" 6 July)
there is a paragraph which is
very questionable.

He says the senior ministers
"are 'decision-takers', those
who do not suffer a paralysis of
will or who are easily intimi­
dated by a vocal minority...
(This minority will seek to per­
petuate their own 'powe? in
small churches and to glorify
mediocrity in God's service.)''

Usually the ones seeking to
perpetuate their power are the
people who agree with every
word the minister utters and
reinforce the idea of his com­
plete infallibility.

The "vocal minority" are of­
ten the tip of an iceberg which
is under the surface. The "tip"
is those people who have the
guts to say what they really
think.

As for glorifying mediocrity,
all must worship God in their
own way. Only God himself 

ILeWeirs H®

can judge what is mediocre.
Sometimes (not always)

these persons are suffering
growing pains which can be
agonising. They need compas­
sion and help.

How refreshing it was to turn
the page and read Ray
Hawldns' article on "Secrets for
Success". —Vi Phillips

(Balgownie, NSW)

Praise
To the Editor

I am writing on behalf of the
East Kew, Vic, Board of Offic­
ers. At our last meeting appre­
ciation was expressed of The
Australian Christian. It was felt
that an excellent job was being
done by you and your staff. We
would like to pass this on to
you as an encouragement and
wish you well for the future.

—CJ. Pope
(Secretary)

Luck
To the Editor

I normally read
"Curkpatrick" with interest
and profit. Not so the latest
contribution ("AC" 20 July).

Surely the idea that we are
subject to rotten bad luck is
pure paganism. According to
Scripture God in whom we live
(Acts 17:24-28) is sovereign and
nothing is outside his control
(Psalm 47:2, 83:18, 103:19, 1
Chronicles 29:11, Ephesians
1:11 etc.). The concept of chance
is foreign except in the minds
of the heathen (1 Samuel 6:9).
What appears accidental to us
is manifestly not so to God (Exo­
dus 21:13,1 Kings 21:19,22:29-
38, Matthew 10:29), for his
providence is universal (Psalm
65, Proverbs 16:33). Even what
is evil serves God's purpose
and is overruled for good (Gen­
esis 50:20, Romans 8:31-39).
This is constantly made clear in
the NT (Acts 2:23ff, 3:18,4:27ff,
cf Psalm 2:1-6). No life was
ever more predetermined than
that of Christ (Luke 22:22), yet
he was free to do the will of
God (John4:34, Matthew26:39-
42, cf Pharaoh, Exodus 7:22,
9:16ff, 34ff; Cyrus, Isaiah 45:1-
25 also 10:5-19 and Judas, John
13:2,27, Matthew 26:24ff, Luke
22:21 ff).

The idea that we are the 

ftlhie LEdlfi’itcDir

pawns of an impersonal fate in
what is for us an uncertain
world is horrendous, implying
the wholesale destruction of the
plan and purpose of God and
depriving us of the remotest
sense of assurance.

If the Curkpatrick creed is
correct and part of life lies in
the lap of Lady Luck, then God
is no longer omnipotent (Dan­
iel 4:17,34ff), omniscient (Mat­
thew 10:30) and omnipresent
(Psalm 139), there is no foun­
dation for faith and prayer is a
waste of time.

Stephen, your god is too
small! He must be if he has to
dance to the tune of human free
willand fate's foul fortune(con-
trast Psalm 115:3, 135:6, Ro­
mans 9:19-24).

—Ken Stothard
(Essendon, Vic)

Contentment
To the Editor,

Thanks to Joan Furlonger in
dealing with many of the vital
aspects of contentment (Guest
Editorial "AC" 22 June).

Contentment is fundamen­
tal to the faith, but do we not
sometimes over-simplify one of
the most complex issues of the
Christian life?

Job's faith did not falter, how­
ever he seemed to be anything
but content as he cursed his
birthday, and many other stal­
warts of the Word cried out to
God in anguish and obvious
discontent. Paul found content­
ment but his previous testi­
mony was that he despaired
for life itself.

Without exception we have
a sinful nature that rebels
against faith. We have been
called to a spiritual battle in
which, in human terms, con­
tentment is an elusive goal.

A Vietnam War hero stated
that a person who says he has
no fear in battle is either a fool
or a liar, and I question should
the circumstances be any less
real in the spiritual battle to
which we are called.

In human terms, as most
would understand content­
ment, would Jesus have been
contented as he was nailed to
the cross. Indentifying with
John Newton, "through many
dangers, toils and fears 1 have 

already come".
I would appreciate the

thoughts of others on this mat­
ter. —Tom Fraser

(Maitland, NSW)

Alcohol and the Body
To the Editor,

Not one of us in their right
mind would do anything to
deface our local chapel or any
other building consecrated to
God. Yet we are in danger of
doing untold damage to a far
more important "house of
God"—our body when we in­
dulge in the use of alcohol.

That alcohol damages the
body is well testified in all re­
sponsibleliterature. "0.05" laws
aren't there for fun! The dam­
age caused in our society and
the tremendous costs involved
would be greatly lessened if
we all decided not to drink al­
cohol.

The motion presented to and
accepted by Vic-Tas Confer­
ence "recommends its mem­
bers commit themselves to a
lifestyle embracing voluntary
total abstinence from alcohol
and other harmful drugs". In
the terms of Paul's call for con­
sideration of "the weaker ones"
such a motion must be seen as
responsible.

I must continually examine
my own life for any way in
which I may be abusing God's
house or giving others a wrong
lead. I do well, surely, if I seek
to have my life right in every
way so as to demonstrate my
reverence for God and my love
of others.

—Bert Stevens
(Norlane, Vic)

Due to space limitations
some letters have been held
over this issue.

d ON YOUR OWN,
YOU'RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
'—- Fellowship oilers friendship

' [ through correspondence with
. other born-again Christian

,.?v : singles and single-again
• ■ people

Write enclosing a stamped,
'■S' 13L self-addressed envelope

to:
CSF, PO Box 411,

Mayfield 2304
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Books

—Viney Longthorp
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Austiralioa: "The
Most GocSQess
Race QjJimcflQii*
Heavera"?
by Ian Breward (Beacon
Hill Books)

lanBreward, Professorof
Church History at the
United Faculty of Theology
in Melbourne, presented
the Melbourne College of
Divinity lectures during the
Australian Bicentennial
and this book is a revised
version of these lectures.
They provide a survey of
the 200 years of church his­
tory in Australia. For any­
one who is interested at all
in the history of the church
in Australia this is essential
reading. Ian Breward looks
at the development of
churches, their relationship

to each other and their involvement in the social and political
issues of each era of Australia's history. The material is well
presented and provides some very interesting insights into the
rationale of the churches today and helps to explain some of their
emphases. This book is highly recommended. —CRA

Dean Drayton is General Secretary of the Board of Mission of

from the Zadok Institute, Blackall
Street^ton 2600 (phone (06) 2731634), for $4 plus 90c postage.

Papers
The Australian Male: Roadblock to
Revival?

Was D.H. Lawrence right? Are Australian men hollow? Why
do men blaspheme? How do men see the church?

These questions are explored by Dr Dean Drayton in his paper
The Australian Male: A Roadblock to Revival published in June
by the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Society.

Key concepts in Dr Drayton's discussion are the withheld self,
the remote father and the God image, anger and blasphemy as a
theological statement.

Three Worthwhile Movies
Many years ago the United Nations sponsored a photographic

exhibition called "The Family of Man". It depicted people of
many nations and cultures at various stages of life and helped
people appreciate that in the basic responses to life's situations
lies the unity of mankind. At present there are three motion films
showing in most of our cities that make the same point.

Yaaba comes from Upper Volta in Africa. It is a refreshingly
simple story of two teenagers who befriend an old lady who is
thought to be a witch. All the action takes place in a sunbaked
village where life is lived at subsistence level. It is all about
prejudice, the generation-gap, friendship, misunderstanding,
conflict, peer pressure and loyalties. All of this happens in our
own towns and neighbourhoods; we perhaps may understand
ourselves a little better seeing these things enacted in a simpler
yet more exotic setting.

Then there is lit Fading Light. This film was made by a collec­
tive in the Northeast of England. It tells of an 18-year-old girl who
goes for a working holiday on her father's North Sea trawler.
Without any trace of sentimentality, the ways in which a commu­
nity copes and survives in the face of the economic downturn
caused by Mrs Thatcher's policies aredepicted. Bleak seascapes—
but with moments of great beauty for all that—and landscapes
emphasise the ways of a community under siege. A notice in a
warehouse almost casually announces: "Remember every eight
days a fisherman is lost." The girl has to survive in a man's world,
the sailors are threatened by female assertiveness and relation­
ships appear fragile but they hold. This is a warmly observed film
with much humour. It offers much confidence in ordinary people.

From Poland comes Korczak, put together by one of the world's
leading film directors, Andrezej Wajda. During the grim days of
the German occupation of Warsaw in World War II, Dr Janusz
Korczak cared for some 200 Jewish children in an orphanage in
the heart of the Jewish ghetto. The enemy is rarely seen but their
malevolent presence is always felt, and it is the more terrible for
that. The doctor is offered an American passport, which the
Germans would have honoured, but he refuses. Like his contem­
porary, Bonhoeffer, who from safety joined his people, Korczak
remained with his people. He also died with them in the gas ovens
of Treblinka. This is not a morbid film, not even (incredibly) a

| particularly sad one. It is faith that is the dominant theme,
together with examples of great trust and love that a people had

' in each other. Though individuals were fragile and vulnerable,
I the community and its sense of destiny made them strong.

"Here be people,
The best and the worst
Yet who would durst
Be cynical?"

Withit Church of Christ
Do-it-yourself worship

kits available
(especially for stay at homes)

contains...
individual communion packs

• hymn/chorus sheets
• prayer
• sermon notes

offering envelopes.
with stamped and addressed
church envelope for quick
return



World Mews

o Presentation at Ashwood Hospital

Mew AmtaOairDccg

At the presentation of the ambulance for rural health work
in India

Recently the Australian Con­
sul-General in Bombay, Mrs
S. Daly, travelled to Daund,
India, to make the presenta­
tion of an ambulance for the

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet

surrounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon

station by arrangement
Fem Valley

Guest House
RMB 7565, Balook 3971

Phone (051) 96 6141

Rural Health work of Ashwood
Community Hospital. Last
year Edna Vawser and Hazel
Skuce were presented with
Medals of the Order of Aus­
tralia at the Consulate in Bom­
bay. Consequently the decision
was made to assist with the
rural health work of Ashwood
Hospital.

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Road,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne
(enr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

i.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

o Money for land

Wteft's at

EversinceAustralianchurches I
worked togetherand raised in- |
terestintheneedsat Angoram, |
PNG, as well as money for a
building there, thequestion has
been asked, "What's happen­
ing there?" People want to
know, understandably, what
has become of the funds that
were raised.

Until this year the Overseas
Mission Board held the funds
in an account named
"Angoram" and added yearly
interest. This resulted in a large
amount of money being held, [
but apparently not needed for !
work at Angoram.

The following information
was reported to us by the Over- |
seas Mission Committee in
Papua New Guinea late last
year:

"In the early 1970s we were
granted a piece of land, which
we had applied for as land for
a church lease. For many years
we had the land but no finance
to build anything there. Then
the Australian churches made
a tremendous effort to get the
needed finances.

We prepared and sent in our
plans. The churches nearest to
Angoram began collecting ma­
terials to build a temporary
shelter on the land while per­
manent building was going
on—and then the government

told us our land could not be
used for church purposes. Since
then we have been waiting for
another piece of land."

Taking into account the sug­
gestions from PNG and com­
ments from state committees,
the Churches of Christ Over­
seas Mission Board has recently
reallocated some of the
Angoram funds. All of the
money originally raised for
Angoram is still being held for
work in PNG, most of it for
building. A new account has
been opened to hold funds the
interest of which will be used
for the training of PNG church
leaders.

No-one enjoys initiating a
project and then coming up
against a brick wall which
seems to be unyielding. Please
continue to pray for the plans
and dreams for Angoram.

—Julie Trinnick

1 J ConFORMity
kqzEXrH' SEATING
I I Costs onlyfrom

as little as $72 person
(G seat, without bockrack. Java covering)

Choice of Covering Materials,
Bookrack Stains, Lengths

RING—
A.F. GASON PTY LTD

ARARAT (053) 52 2151
George Mathieson
ADELAIDE (08) 271 9894

Professionals

Providing a service in
new and established

homes, units,
townhouses; property
management; invest­
ment; sales, auctions.

For all your real
estate needs

Dean Sander

David Pullin & Co.
Pty Ltd

9 Sturt Road, Brighton 5048

Phone (08) 298 5500
Fax (08)296 6831
AH (08)378 3112

Licensed Agents
Member ot the Real Estate institute 
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i Lord George MacLeod, Iona
pioneer and Scottish church

: leader, died on 27 June,
, aged 96. The ancient Ab-
• bey of Iona was rebuilt in
• 1938 and the Iona Com-
, munity established, which

he was to lead until 1967. I

Some 235 Christians are
being detained in Egypt
for religious reasons, a
delegation of the German

• Evangelical Karmel Mis-
I sion has confirmed. A
| bishop of the Coptic Or­

thodox Church said that
severalyoung priests who
had evangelised and bap­
tised Muslims were locked
up afterwards.

I Two indigenous evangelists
; in the Hindu kingdom of

Nepal were stoned recently
i by an angry crowd. The
; two men had been trying

to plant a church in the
j town and had just finished

praying with a woman.

J In a historic decision at its

General Assembly in May,
i the Church of Scotland
1 approved the union of 2
' Church of Scotland con­

gregations and 1 Congre-
■ gational Church in the

town of Paisley. This is the
i firstsuch union approved.

The Bible League in Aus-
I tralia, having successfully
I printed and delivered 1
| million New Testaments to
• Russia in their project "To

Russia with God's Love",
are now printing a further

| 1.2 million NewTestaments
I for the Soviet people. They

had tremendous response
to the first 1 million and are
still able to print in Australia
and deliver to Russia a New
Testament for 50c. The
project will cost just over

$500,000, of which
$200,000 has already been
given. The first shipment
leaves for Kiev on 3 August.
Details from the Bible
League, PO Box 464,
Penrith 2751. Phone (02)
673 3055.

In the UK the Church of
England recently con­
ducted a research project
survey of young people in
youth groups. They dis­
covered that only 13%
believe that sex before
marriage is wrong and
53% believe that living
together with someone is
just as good as being mar­
ried to them.The research
also revealed that 34%
believe that there is noth­
ing wrong with homo­
sexual relationships be­
tween men and 42% who
believe there is nothing
wrong with lesbian rela­
tionships.

An international Christian
relief team is being formed
to help the "hidden vic­
tims" of a bloody civil war—
the child soldiers of Liberia.
Psychologists and mental
health workers will be
among thoseflying into the
West African nation later
thisyear to bring healing to
the thousands of young­
sters still suffering from
emotional wounds a year
after the fighting. Children
as young as 8, girls as well
as boys, were conscripted
for frontline service by rebel
factions.Thegroup, formed
by the Christian relief or­
ganisation Medair, a part­
nership between Youth
With A Mission, Mission
Aviation Fellowship and
Medications for Africa, will
be based in the capital
Monrovia.

4 expatriates working
with the Summer Institute
of Linguistics Malaysian
Division in East Malaysia
have been forced to leave
the country after federal
immigration officials re­
fused to extend their vi­
sas in late June. The trans­
lators had been facilitat­
ing the translation of the
Bible into various East
Malaysian tribal dialects
over the past 6-10 years.

Colombia's Constitutional
Assembly voted over­
whelmingly to overturn the
status of the Roman Catho­
lic Church in the final draft
of its new constitution,
which went into effect on 5
July. Since 1886, Catholi­
cism has been recognised
as the official state religion
of Colombia.

After living in the central
business district of Mel­
bourne for 81 years, the
Victorian Bible Society has
decided to move out. The
new location of Bible
House will be85 Burwood
Highway, Burwood.

"Education and the Care of
Youth into the 21st Cen­
tury" is a major conference
for all involved in the edu­
cation and care of youth.
The conference is being
held at St Joseph's College,
Nudgee, Qld, 22-26 Sep­
tember. Emphasis will be
on the contribution of
schools, families and soci­
ety to the education of
youth. Speakers include
Professor Hedley Beare
(Melbourne), Professor
Robert Starrett (Fordham
University, USA) and
Brother Patrick Sean Moffett
(Rome). Details from
Intermedia House, PO Box

1280, Milton 4064. Phone
(07) 369 0477.

Foreign clergy and church
workers in Peru are living
in fear of their lives fol-
lowingthemurdersinjune
of a Canadian evangelical
relief official and an Aus­
tralian nun. The clergy
now believe thatthey may
be being targeted by Mao­
ist Shining Path guerillas,
who equate social work
carried out by foreign reli­
gious groups with "Yan­
kee imperialism".

The NSW Girls' Brigade
Council is having its Kalei­
doscope Gala Day 31 Au­
gust 12 noon-6 pm at the
E.G. Whitlam Recreation
Centre, Liverpool. Various
Girls' Brigade groups will
be participating in a variety
of activities for different age
groups.

Australian emergency ve­
hicles worth $200,000 are
helping Lebanon recover
from 15 years of bloody
civil war. Since 1989, 10
ambulances and 4 fire
trucks have been sent to
Lebanon by World Vision.
Funds were raised by Syd­
ney's Lebanese commu­
nity, the Reformed
Churches inTasmania and
Melbourne businessman
Ron Fisher. State govern­
ments in NSW, Victoria,
Tasmania and Western
Australia donated or sold
the vehicles at low prices.
The vehicles have been
deployed by the Civil De­
fencein Beirut, Tripoli and
the Bekaa Valley.

About 80% of Palestinians
in the Israeli-occupied West
Bank and Gaza Strip live
below the poverty line, ac­

cording to a June report
from aid organisations.
About 35% of the Palestin­
ian workforce is unem­
ployed. Palestinian incomes
are taxed at a higher rate
than the incomes of their
Israeli neighbours, yet Pal­
estinians receive fewer serv­
ices. The economic poten­
tial of the region is hin­
dered by the constant clo­
sure of schools and univer­
sities in the past 24 years.

Over the weekend of 16—
18 August the ACT Con­
ference is holding ayouth
camp in conjunction with
the NSW Churches of
Christ DCD.

The Sudanese Government
has agreed to allow reli­
gious and other Western
relief agencies to operate in
both the north and south of
thecountry for the first time
since 1988. World Vision
was instrumental in work­
ing out the agreement in a
week of negotiations that
included representatives of
the African Health Founda­
tion, former boxer
Muhammad Ali and Suda­
nese Ambassador Abdalla
Ahmed Abdalla.

Pentecostal and charis­
maticchurches worldwide
now count 382 million
members, or one of every
five Christians. They gain
19 million members per
year and donate $US34
billion US to Christian
causes. The movement
includes more than 11,000
Pentecostal and 3,000 in­
dependent charismatic
denominations, covering
7,000 languages. Two of
every three Pentecostals
live in Third World coun­
tries.

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

<5 Christian
Confidential
Professional

Assisting Christian Singles
PO Box 240

World Trade Centre 3005
Phone (03) 306 1549
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News

o Moray accept ministers' invitation to visit the town's six churches

Christtoaini Mmotty m BaBaMava
Many people in Balaklava, SA,
accepted the invitation of their
Ministers' Fraternal to visit
each of the six churches of the
town during the week preced­
ing Pentecost Day. On each
evening a different church pro­
vided a program of worship
thatincluded prayers for Chris­
tian Unity, singing and Bible
readings by lay people. Each
minister explained each con­
gregation's style of worship
service, beliefs and history as
well as answering questions
from the visitors.

Church of Christ
Graham Lawrie commenced

the activity at the Church of
Christ on the Monday. He re­
ferred to our Scottish Presby te-
rian origins through the
Campbells. The history of the
Balaklava church from 1877
was outlined and questions
were answered about our be­
liefs in baptism, lay participa­
tion and children at commun­
ion.

Catholic
On the Tuesday at St

Andrew's the long history of
the Catholic Church from Ro­
man times was outlined by Fr
Brian Schmidt, but he also
emphasised the many modem
changes his church is experi­
encing. He said that contrary to
outside opinion the lifesize
statue of Jesus on the Cross,
and the one of Mary and the
Angels and the paintings of the
Stations of the Cross were not
worshipped for themselves but
were a legacy from the days
when the non-reading mem­
bers needed reminders of the
Scriptures in pictures and sym­
bols.

Anglican
Fr Robert Ray is the Rector

of the Anglican Church in
Balaklava, which is named
Christ Church. This sometimes
causes confusion for chaplains
when members of the Balaklava
Church of Christ and members
of Balaklava Christ Church are
hospitalised in Adelaide. Rev

Ray told of the Anglicans' long
association with the history of
England and its government.
This still has bearing on their
synod today. In question time
he stated that they have more
theological graduates than they
have churches waiting to em­
ploy them.

Uniting
We visited the Uniting

Church on Thursday where
Rev Ellis Carlier spoke on the
first union of the Primitive
Methodist, Wesleyan and Bi­
ble Christian Churches, who
were all represented in this dis­
trict until 1900. The uniting of
the churches in 1977 showed
little local change as neither
Congregational nor Presbyte­
rian churches had previously
met in the town. In answer to
questions he said that the
church's Holy Communion is
open to all believers and that
baptisms may be conducted by
sprinkling, pouring or immer­
sion. Their congregation of 180
families has 14 elders who have
oversight of the parish pastoral
care. There are four smaller
churches in outlying centres in
the circuit.

Lutheran
The Lutherans under Pastor

Neil Hampel hosted the Fri­
day meeting. Their church was
once mainly composed of Ger­

man migrants or their descend­
ants, who were the rural
strength of early South Aus­
tralia. Today the Lutheran
church is spread worldwide
and their missionary work is
strong, e.g. there are 600,000
Lutherans in New Guinea. St
Paul's at Balaklava exists for
preaching, teaching and shar­
ing the good news of God's
love in Jesus Christ in many
practical ways.

Assemblies of God
At the Assemblies of God

meeting place on Saturday
evening we commenced with a
lively program of singing and
rhythmic movement to a youth
band accompaniment. Mr and
Mrs Vince Argent, joint pas­
tors of the congregation, de­
scribed their group's aims and
methods of bringing people to
know Christ through their wit­
ness. Questions were asked
about healing, speaking in
tongues and baptism in the
Spirit.

Each evening session con­
cluded with supper, when the
members of the various de­
nominations mingled together
and chatted freely about our
shared beliefs as well as our
differences.

Combined Service
On Sunday evening, Pente­

cost Day, the beautiful new

Representatives of the six Balaklava churches with symbolic
bread and salt pho>° courtesy Plains Producer
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Lutheran building of St Paul's
was filled for the final worship
service. Hymns, Bible readings
and prayers of intercession
were taken by representatives
of all churches. Pastor Hampel
gave the address and we all felt
very much at one as, among
other things, we prayed for all
the ventures in our small town
that are our co-operative effort.
These include an aged citizens
home, Mill Court, a nursing
home with a day care centre.
Mill Court is built on the site of
the former Verco Bros Flour
Mill. John and William J. Verco
were pioneers of the first
Balaklava Church of Christ.
Judith Lawrie is the co­
ordinator of the day care pro­
gram. Although these services
are now running with govern­
ment aid a tremendous amount
of voluntary work in care,
cleaning, visiting and entertain­
ment is undertaken by local
Christians. We have an oppor­
tunity shop with voluntary
staff, which is stocked by all
churches to assist the under­
privileged with clothing and
household goods while finan­
cially helping the Bible Soci­
ety. Meals on Wheels also hass
the support of many church
people.

As a small community we
share our Christian experience
in a Christmas carol sendee,
national and local celebrations,
religious instruction and semi­
nars in the schools, and a drop-
in centre. There are care pro­
grams using handicraftinstruc-
tion, devotions and social con­
tact for the lonely in three
churches and Christian book­
shops in two churches, patron­
ised by all.

An offering on the Sunday
evening of $424 was shared
between the local Rural Fam- j
ily Seminar and the Council of

i Churches Kurdish Relief Ap- |
j peal. Ours is a town where all
' the churches recognise in one
I another faith in the Gospel and
' a pledge to serve the kingdom
I of God as a family of Chris-
i tians.

—Daphne Clark
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News

• Once a bully, always a bully?

"Exploring Togetoetr'' to
Comte WDem
A major new program to help
combat violence in the family,
school and community has
been launched by Melbourne
Citymission and the La Trobe
University Psychology Clinic.

Called "Exploring To­
gether", the program aims to
tackle the problem at the root.

The executive director of
Melbourne Citymission, Don
Saltmarsh, said: "Our own ex­
perience in the field matched
up with the findings of our re­
search—aggressive behaviour
in children, particularly young
males, was not being addressed
during primary school years.

"In one instance, a class of 23
pupils had seven children who
displayed severe behaviour
problems. When the school
principal was advised, his re­
sponse was that there is no such
thing as a problem child—there
are only problem teachers."

"ExploringTogether" isasig-

i nificant breakthrough because
. it recognises the need to tackle
I the issue of aggressive behav­

iour before it develops into acts
of violence. The program also
links together the aggressive
child, the passive victim, teach-

I ers and parents.
Already there has been an

' overwhelming response to the
| pilot scheme, which involved

children in three Melbourne
| primary schools. The partici­

pants are already demonstrat-
j ing an improvement in their

communication with parents
and a significant change is evi­
dent in their aggressive delin-

■ quency, hyperactivity, social
| withdrawal and depression.

Don Saltmarsh suggested
that the "once a bully, always a

1 bully" syndrome would con-
' tinueandintensifyunlessthere
I is a break in the cycle of vio-
I lence and an attempt to develop
| matureconfidentpersonalities.

• Graham Agnew at Marion

10 Years and 200 Baptisms
Graham Agnew recently
chalked up 10 years as senior
minister of the Marion, SA,
church, making him one of the
longest-serving Churches of

| Christ ministers in SA at the
: present time. Within a week of

this milestone, Graham bap­

tised Tanya Flesfader, a girl in
her teens, who became the200th
person to be baptised atMarion
since Graham commenced his
ministry there in 1981.

Under Graham's leadership
the church has grown to a point
where it is now well over dou­

ble its original size. In the first
■ six months of this year, com-I bined Sunday attendancesI were running at 544, and by
| far the biggest challenge fac-
I ing Marion now is how toI cope with its ever-expandingI program within its limitedI space and facilities. AsI Graham says: "It's a nice prob-I lem to have!" But bold build-I ing expansion plans currentlyI being considered by theI church board are, hopefully,I going to address this issue inI the coming months.

—Moreen Hardy

" Graham Agnew

Dr Lyn Littlefield (La Trobe University), Don Saltmarsh
(Melbourne Citymission) and John Smith at the launch of
"Exploring Together"

"Exploring Together" aims
to enhance social skills, pro­
vide training in problem solv­
ing, improve understanding
and expression of feelings be­
tween family members and
help recognise that the issue of
violence/aggression is a com­
munity problem requiring
wide community response.

At the launch of the program,
which is a world first, John
Smith from Care and Commu­

nication Concern, said, "For a
long time the churches tried to
turn a blind eye to the male role
in violence in the family circle.
I think that it was appalling
that the churches sat back and
debated when rescue centres
for women were first being set
up."

Three new schools are about
to join "Exploring Together"
and another sixty have shown
interest in the project.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

Claridge Holden
vfcS! 363 Unley Road, Malvern
_^^"_Phon^08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.

Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
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\__/ \—/ change her,"
is the seed of disharmony or
divorce planted in the relation­
ship bed. To know it and have
the presence of mind to detect
and destroy the "seed" are two
entirely different matters.

That "seed" can so easily be
sown in the relationship be­
tween a minister and the local
congregation. Both parties can
be so keen for a union that in­
compatible areas are hidden.
In the courtship period the two
dress up to impress. The right
answers are given to orthodox
questions and niceness is the
icing covering assumptions,
ambitions, expectations and
differing world views. Unfor­
tunately that is the ideal cli­
mate that germinates the seed
of deceit.

The fear of being without a
minister (a type of the unmar­
ried person) or without a con­
gregation (hence a type of der­
elict) can push two unsuitable
units into a marriage of con­
venience. The fine speeches at
the induction are hardly re­
corded in the archives before
the tension of "who is chang­
ing who?" begins. To be with­
out a preacher is far better than
to be possessed by a
"Diotrephes" (3 John 9). To be
without a congregation is much
more preferable than to be in
the embrace of "Thyatira" (Rev­
elation 2:20 ff).

It is an amazing paradox is it
not that the faith that is built

° When a minister and a church are talking
together for a relationship in mission they
need to determine whether they are on the
same track

©[peTO-lhjgffltrted]
Ministry
by Ray Hawkins

upon the truth, even Jesus, suf­
fers from so many dishonest
ministry relationships. A cur­
rent in-word speaks about "hid­
den agendas", that is, what is
stated is not necessarily what is
meantassomeundisclosed fac­
tor will come into play and
change things later. The minis­
try can suffer from this curse
from either or both parties.

The Bible so wisely records,
"Do two walk together unless
they have agreed to do so?"
When a minister and a church
are talking together for a rela­
tionship in mission they need
to determine whether they are
on the same track. Then they
need to work out whether or
no t they are walking in the same
direction. When these two is­
sues have been resolved, with
the realisation that Jesus is sit­
ting in on the negotiations, the
relative "speed" of the congre­
gation and minister can be ad­
justed for mu tual benefit. What
each must be able to say to the
other is, "What you see is what
you get. What you hear is what
I say. The way you are going is 

the way my heart is facing." In
such a commitment of trust and
integrity love can flourish and
the worship and witness of Je­
sus be fruitful. It will also en­
sure mutual strength of char­
acter when enemies strike or
temptation tries to seduce ei­
ther party from the service of
Christ.

Within any relationship ten­
sions arise. These can bring the
couple to a deeper apprecia­
tion of each other and to greater
maturity, or it can sour and
separate them. The basis upon
which maturity is built is hon­
esty. An openness that seeks
theother's welfareand the hon­
our of Jesus. Christendom is
weighed down with broken
ministers and shattered congre­
gations because either or both
failed to be honest in doctrinal,
ethical or cultural preferences.

In any relationship growth
must take place otherwise the
debilitating effects of stagna­
tion occur. The minister and
various expressions of the con­
gregation may well be at differ­
ing levels of spiritual, emo­

P
is a Year 8 girl. She has a
hearing impairment, los­
ing around 40% of her

hearing. This has a fairly pro­
found effect on her.

She has missed outonalotof
things that hearing kids take
for granted—the background
buzz, the snippets of gossip
other kids hear, the types of
learning we do unconsciously
through subliminal things we
pick up. And the teachers tell
me she has an attitude prob­
lem. Especially the bloke who
makes sure she turns her head
towards so she can hear, and
asks her repeatedly, loudly,
Did you hear me, P?"

• Hearing the right noises

Thank You're
Here!

by Bruce Waldron
For the first time this year

she has failed some subjects. It
all erupted in a huge family
blowup the other night when P
told her parents it was going to
be a lousy report. There was
violence. The whole family was
distraught.

I spoke with P and then with
Mum, and then with Mum and

Dad, organised psych and guid­
ance counselling for the whole
family with a commitment to
stay in close touch along the
way. Both parents are doing
everything they can to give the
child every opportunity to
make it and I commended them
for it. They were trying to say
thanks and Mum exploded.

tional, intellectual or manage- :
rial maturity. This has the
power to cause impatience, in­
tolerance or disagreements, but
such are never causes for sulk- I
ing or separation. In fact when
handled according to the Word
of God in the grace of the Spiri t
of God such tensions of growth
become stepping stones, not
stumbling blocks. What a re­
sponsibility there is for the min- I
ister and the congregation to be
humble before God lest the
Devil use such tensions to scar i
the Body of Christ.

The principle remains true,
"what is sown is reaped" many ;
times over, whether it be for ;
blessing or for cursing. Open- '
ness is not easy, truth is lightly |
esteemed, faithfulness is usu- i
ally what is expected of the .
other, but such qualities ensure
a satisfying and edifying rela­
tionship to the glory of God.

In the final analysis the min- j
isterandthecongregationneed ’
to remember that their heart is i
open before the Lord. He is the j
one who is jealous for his name J
and his word and his people.
One day the relationship be­
tween preacher and congrega­
tion will be on the Eternal's !
assessment sheet, then each one j
will have wished for more hon- ■
esty, greater compassion, ■
sweeter forgiveness, stronger
faithfulness and tender mer­
cies. Maybe the time is now to
activate that wish.

• Ray Hawkins is the minister at
the Maitland, NSW, church.

"Thank God you're here!"
"That's right," I said, "That7s |

an appropriate thing to say to a
chaplain."

Mum and Dad broke up with
laughter, and when they had
recovered, Mumsputtered out,
"Oh, for goodness sake. 1 keep
forgetting. You should wear a ;
collar. I never thought..." And ;
we all fell apart in the corridor
laughing again, while the world .
passedby and wondered at the •
joke, which wasn't a joke, but a
sacred moment.

• Bruce Waldron is a Council for
Christian Education in Schools
chaplain in country Victoria.
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BIRTHS ENGAGEMENTS

DEATHS BUILDERS

HOLIDAYS

IN MEMORIAM
LAUNDER Continuous loving
memoriesdearCraham... until that
day dawns. Mother, Father,
Malcolm, Joy.

WITT—FRAMPTON Jean and Max
with Alison and Keith are delighted
to announce the engagement of
Robyn and Tim._________________

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

BEILER Donald Kingsley. Suddenly
on 10 July at Flinders Medical Cen­
tre, Adelaide. Aged 76. Dearly loved
and loving husband of Ellmer (we
shared 52 wonderful years to­
gether). Beloved and devoted fa­
ther of Alan and Jillian, much ad­
mired father-in-law of Roslyn and
Allan and precious Pop of Scott,
Felicity and Shannon. Cone to be
with the Lord he loved and whom
he loved to serve.
BRAID Reg, of Chadstone, Vic.
Passed away on 11 July 1991 after
a short illness. Loved husband of
Marge, father of Irene and Elwyn
and special Pop to five grandchil­
dren. In the care of our Heavenly
Father.
HEMER (nee RICHARDS) Jessie
Violet—on 14 July in her 80th year.
Dearly loved wife of John, for 51
years in a partnership caring for
others. Dear Mother and Grandma
of Janet, Bill, John, Emma and Tom
Talbot, Christine, Lindsay, Graham
and David Parker, Alison, Bruce,
Bronwen and Anita Whyatt,
Donald, Carolyn, Tim, Simeon and
Belinda Hemer, Marion, Geof, Mat­
thew, Scotland Kate Palmer.Thank
you to our dear Dad and grandpa
for his wonderful care of Mum and
Grandma over the last few years.
Present address: 2 Ewers Avenue,
Coromandel Valley 5051.

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053)56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

Board at the earliest possible
opportunity.

—Graham Agnew
[Partners is available from the Over­
seas Mission Board, PO Box 320,
Unley5061, fori 14 + S3 postage.]

NAME BADGES
FAST FRIENDLY SERVICE - AUST. WIDE

BADGE WITH ENGRAVED LOGO $3.50 EACH
PLUS $2.50 POSTAGE / SET UP PER ORDER

CHOICE OF SIZE AND COLOUR

I BRYANT (HARD) Sandy and Peter
of Traralgon welcome with joy the
arrival of Kirsten Rose on 2 July
1991. Thanks be to God.

Have you thought of helping

"The Australian Christian”
In Ito mlnlotry among
Churchoa of Christ?

Why not Inclucfo us in your will?
Tho following wording could bo uood
In your will:
I give and boquoath S ......... (or a
parcontogo of tho total oatato) to

DAVIE MARKETING pu (08)248 1292
11 KYBUNGA TCE. * 5?qq
LARGS NTH. 5016 FAX 108,248 5299

'Tart ners"
At Marion we recently had the
opportunity to have Jeff May
as our guest preacher and, as
always, Jeff was his usual in­
spiring self. During the course
of his visit, he happened to re­
mark to me that sales of the
Overseas Mission Board pub­
lication Partners had slowed
down considerably and,
frankly, I was amazed! I am on
record as saying that Partners
would have to be one of the
most impressive publications I
have ever seen produced within
Churches of Christ. It is highly
professional in its presentation
and extremely gripping in its
content. At $14, it's a steal and
I urge all readers of The Austral­
ian Christian to secure a copy
from the Overseas Mission

BRO. BOLDUAN (24/6/40) writes: “We had a meeting
of the committee of management on June 18. It was

the earliest opportunity after the arrival of Dr. and Mrs.
Oldfield tohave a meeting, and words must fail to tell of our
joy and satisfaction in their safe return to us.” It is planned
that during the unsuitable time of the year to engage in tent
evangelism Bro. Bolduan will hold a training class for
women. Our need is for more Bible-women, and whilst
many of our own women have ability and character they are
not trained and have little real knowledge of the Bible. It is
hoped that this new move will solve some of our problems
regarding the shortage of Bible-women.

The Western Australian Christmas boxes (1939) left
with Miss Cameron for India. Since November efforts have
been made to send them forward, and these now having left
will help to build up depleted stocks. Dr. Oldfield reports
that the Victorian boxes have just been cleared from the
Customs at Bombay.

All missionaries are reported to be well, and those who
left their stations for the hot season vacation have returned.

Overseas
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Should we allow children free access to
"entertainment" that depicts brutal
slayings and degradations?

WomeDD, amO
EffDttsirtaDirDmeoDt

by Lloyd Read

treatment on the above
subject in the 18 June
issue of The Bulletin is

worthy of close attention. Enti­
tled "The Chilling Effect" the
article, written by Jocelynne A.
Scutt, a Melbourne feminist,
lawyer and journalist, takes is­
sue with the violence, chiefly
against women, reflected in
some modern films and publi­
cations such as The Silence of the
Lambs and American Psycho. She
has some critical things to say
about this tasteless form of
sexual discrimination within
society, purveyed undercover
of civil liberty by some whose
interest in freedom of speech
seems often to go no further
than freedom to spread por­
nography.

"Free speechers," she writes,
"do not question the loaded
nature of their whole concept
of freespeech: thatsomespeech
is never heard; that publishers
publish certain books and not
others; that decisions are made
daily by newspapers, television
stations and book publishers
as to what will and won't ap­
pear. They do not query why
those who own or run newspa­
pers, television stations orpub-
lishing houses are able to make
decisions which mean that one
manuscript or idea is censored,
another published." Clearly
there is a whole dimension of
reality that has been ruled un­
acceptable by those with the
freedom to choose or reject.

Such considerations render
rather hollow the attempted
justification of editors, publish­
ers, film-makers, that they are
only reflecting community
standards. So James Fraser,
Publishing Director of Pan
Macwilliams, who released
American Psycho, writes: "This
is the real issue for community
debate: to what extent does it
(the community) want to hear
the truth about itself, about in­
dividuals within the commu­
nity?" This has the appearance
of being nothingbutaneatside-
step. Surely the public at large
is sufficiently reminded that
there are psychopathic killers
"out there". Practically every
newspaper serves to confront
them with the sinister fact. Nor
would I have thought that the

communication of this reality
does anything to explain the
form in which these details are
presented, or the interests of
those who pay megabucks to
savour them. As I see it, the
real question for community
debate is rather, to what ex­
tent is that which is profitable
for publishers and film-mak­
ers in the best interests of the
community to see or to read,
bearing in mind the special
problems and susceptibilities
of some?

Ms Scutt's argument that
such "pornography" consti­
tutes "violence against women,
in and of itself" irrespective of
whether or not it can be shown
to lead to rape and other vio­
lence, has some weight. "To
present women being attacked,
defiled and murdered as if it is
'all in a day's work', creates a
'chilling effect': women are pre­
sented with possibilities that
have to be considered to be real
in any woman's life." It cannot
but increase the anxiety and
insecurity under which all
women live. Indeed, under
which we all live!

A church that perhaps has
been overly sensitive to the jibe
of public censorship and con­
trol could well find much in
this article to stimulate thought
in an area of important conten­
tion. Undoubtedly the writer's
"feminism" betrays her occa­
sionally into identifications that
are simplistic, but her cause is
just: "Only men who hate wo­
men," she thinks, "could see
any value in producing a movie
which unforgettably shows
women skinned, face down,
moth-chrysalis shoved deep in
the throat. Only men who hate
women could see any worth in
publishing a book which
graphically depicts women
pinned to the floor by their
hands, with nails shot from a 

nail gun; tongue and lips cut
off, forced to 'accept a penis
shoved between their bleeding
toothless gums; women, vagina
forcibly slathered with Cam­
embert, captured and waiting
in sheer, struggling, exhausted
terror for the chilling tearing
teeth of a rat. Or was it a Brie?"
Her disgust is not hard to un­
derstand, or her protest that
we do not ordinarily find men's
bodies dehumanised as wom­
en's bodies are through porno­
graphic representations. Such
fantasies reflect no credit on
those who trade in them, or
pay to "enjoy" them.

Clearly there is something
sick at work here. But the writer
does her case no service when
she sees the issue simply in
terms of men against women.
Sure there are sexual overtones
here, and men are heavily im­
plicated. There are also clear
reflections of political power
and exploitation. But there are
multitudes of men who find
such pornography senseless
and degrading. They are no
more concerned to thrust
women back into the kitchen
than the writer would be to be
confined there, and yet they
are at one with her in their dis­
gust and impatience with the
discrimination she has ex­
posed. No, it is not men as such
who are on trial here, but the
soulless commercialism of our
time in which women are freely
sharing, the corruptibility of a
liberalism that will stand for
everything, the real meaning
of which is that they will stand
for nothing, and a pseudo-ra­
tionalism that, under cover of
fine slogans, is selling out many
fine values in our cultural her­
itage. Are feminists to be ab­
solved from all responsibility
at this point?

The related question—How
far does media violence make I 

for the escalation of actual vio­
lence in the community?—is
not taken up by the writer. How
long can we avoid it? The link
between the viewing of violent
films and videos, and the per­
petration of often hideous
crimes, seems to be growing.
So Judge Jane Matthews, sen­
tencing a man to 15 years jail
for the brutal murder of a neigh­
bouring young mother in front
of her two screaming children,
saw the crime as arising directly
out of the video the self-con-
fessed murderer had just been
watching. In the words of the
judge: "It was a film with no
discernible artistic merit at all.
As far as I could see it was
nothing more than a vehicle for
depicting gratuitous, mindless
and ghoulish violence." The full
impact of this on immature
minds and unstable personali­
ties is deserving of much closer
attention.

Long years ago one of the
world's great minds saw no
hope for the human race out­
side of "respect for life". Per­
haps it is timely for us to ask
whether this can be inculcated
by allowing our children free
access to a form of "entertain­
ment" that finds them specta­
tors at how many brutal slay­
ings and degradations before
they reach maturity?

• Lloyd Read is a retired minister
who lives in Brisbane, Qld.

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open
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Comment Curkpatrick

• Locals need our support too

Missionary or
MissOom?

W
e are in a time of
change in the work
of mission overseas.

In the past years many have
supported people from their
own church or state as they
have gone out representing the
Australian churches in mission
in other countries. Such has
been the story of the success of
the mission work they have
done thatnowfewerand fewer
Australians are needed to work
overseas. In each of the coun­
tries where we have worked
there are strong national church
leaders and conferences taking
over the role originally per­
formed by Australians. This is
good news!

Unfortunately, it sometimes
appears that the interest we
have had in mission has been
more related to the missionar­
ies we have sent than the mis­
sion of the church in the coun­
try they went to. Following are
the reflections of a returned
missionary, which challenge us
to continue to care about the
church's mission overseas be­
yond supporting our own mis­
sionaries:

Why is it when the mission­
ary comes home that there's a
noticeable drop in prayer, in­
terest and financial giving to
the country they've come out
of? Frequently the local people
overseas pray for their broth-

L C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones(08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

ers and sisters in Australia even
though for most of them Aus­
tralia is a complete unknown.

To be Australians in another
country has some real frustra­
tions. Don't mistake me
though—there are many joys
andblessings too. However, the
point I want to make is this: the
local people feel some of the
same frustrations and if s good
when we can work them
through together. But what
happens when the missionary
leaves? The missionary leaves
these particular frustrations
behind but the local people are
left with them. They have to
work them out themselves
without the assistance of one
who had the privilege of a wide
experience in such matters.
What is needed is that same
assurance of prayer that the
missionary had.

I'll give an example to show
what I mean. The missionary
had been treasurer of confer­
ence and whenever he had spo­
ken about money matters it
appears that the people listened
and taken lais advice. Now there
is a younger local man doing
the job. He has a good under­
standing of the situation, but
what happens when he
speaks—do the others listen?
Perhaps not, because people
don't seem to take his advice.

There are added difficulties
for the local people and they
need our prayers every bit as
much as the missionary."

Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

now meets in
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)

P®sms ©ivine
Comedy

cr-jZJhe interaction Jesus had with a diversity of people depicted
| in the Gospels could hardly have occurred without a

LI capacity to enter into both tragic and comic aspects of life.
And isn't a truly rounded personality one which can laugh,
celebrate and spar with humour? But there is something deeper
about Jesus' comic sensibility than humour and laughter.

Jesus confounded people's expectations and turned every­
thing on its head. He turned all values upside down and created
a world of incongruity, where enemies are loved, and one finds
one's life by losing it. His teaching is often couched in irony, and
a comic vision that refuses to take seriously the values and order
which is at the core of our very perception of life. His values are
paradoxical: "the first shall be last, and the last shall be first" is
only one statement that makes a comical farce of the pervasive
infrastructure of social distinction and pre-eminence that perme­
ates every culture in overt or subtle ways.

The paradoxical nature of the Kingdom's values is at the centre
of Jesus' comic perspective of reality. For example, the beatitudes
are the very negation of "happiness". They are essentially "non-
beatific", for they are the very antithesis of what a beatitude is, a
blessing. Are the poor, sorrowful and persecuted really happy? In
the Kingdom of God they are, which implies that alternative
perceptions of life, outside the values of the Kingdom, can be
nothing short of ludicrous.

His portrayal of the Kingdom of God is so extravagant in terms
of its reversals of expectation as to be comic. Comic in the sense
of "absurdity" to those who refuse the Kingdom. Divine comedy
because of its liberating and gracious reversal of human expecta­
tions, for those who were characterised by society as weak,
"irreligious" or social pariahs. The comic vision of Jesus reduced
to absurdity what appeared proud and unassailable and
serendipitously exalted those who were vulnerable and humble.
It made what was "right" to be wrong and turned the outcast into
friend. In his parables of reversal he brought together totally
incongruous words like "good" and "Samaritan", told of a feast
where no one came so the "riffraff" were invited instead, and had
a repentant badman declared good, with a virtuous Pharisee
disenfranchised of the righteousness he thought he'd earned!

What kind of comedy is this—which reverses all expectations,
subverts everything, and teaches nothing in life is to be taken
seriously except God, oneself and one's neighbour? It is Divine
comedy which threatens to split the universe with laughter,
and reverberate into the hearts of every person who rejoices and
celebrates that the Kingdom has come to fill our lives with joy,
hope and grace—and everything else we never deserved, but
were foolish enough to think we had.

—Stephen Curkpatrick
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A CteB’cIhi ABC

oonah, Qld, is situated
Rr^yan hour's drive south-
I L</ west from Brisbane, out

past Ipswich. It is the major
town in the very scenic
Fassifern Valley, with the of­
fice of the Shire of Boonah lo­
cated there. It is within easy
reach of at least five national
parks, and is basically a farm­
ing community, with all the
difficulties this means at the
present time.

A Church of Christ is located
in this beautiful township. It
has been there for nearly a hun­
dred years (it will celebrate its
centenary in 1994). Excitingly,
the present building is just not
catering for attendances at the
morning service, so the church
is in the process of planning for
redevelopment.

The official membership is
about 70 but many more attend
services. These are held at 9 am
at the Fassifern Retirement Vil­
lage (of which more later),
which is virtually an early serv­

ice of the church as it includes
others as well as residents, at
10.30amandat6.30pm. Anall-
age Sunday School is also held
at 9 am.

Other activities of the church
include home groups (three,
plus one in the process of for­
mation) held during the week,

a ladies' Bible study on
Wednesday afternoons, a
young mothers' group on Fri­
day mornings and a young peo­
ple's group on Friday nights.
An interesting activity is the
young adults cell group, which
meets on Sundays at 5 pm.

Like many country towns,
Boonah has its share of young
people who move to the cities
for work or higher education.
Boonah is fortunate though in
that it is close enough to Bris­

bane to allow these people to
return home at weekends. Af­
ter their 5 pm meeting many of
them set out for the city where
they are represented at most
tertiary institutions.

Boonah also contains the
Fassifern Retirement Village,
which opened in 1972. A joint

©DU

venture of the church, the shire
and the Queensland Depart­
ment of Social Service ???, the
village incorporates a nursing
home, hostel and independent
living units.

The minister at Boonah is
Peter Hobbs. Peter trained at
the Bible College of Queens­
land with a DipMin from the
Australian College of Theology.
He has been at Boonah, his first
Church ofChrist,for!8 months.
He is married and has two 

Ministers' Workshop

W® Awragj® MtodsW
by Dean Phelan

D
n 1990 a major study in­
volving all Churches of
Christ ministers in Victoria

and Tasmania was undertaken
to ascertain feelings and issues
related to their ministry.

A report summarising the
survey findings and recom­
mendations has been circulated
to Victorian and Tasmanian
churches. Some of the more sig-
nificantrecommendationsaris-
ing out of the study are that—

• a new Department of Min­
istry be created to co-ordinate
all ministry-related matters
under one umbrella—place­
ment, salary, allowances and
ministry conditions, continu­
ing education and pastoral
oversight of ministers as a
whole. The new department
would "care" for ministers. This
new department would replace
the Advisory Department, with
the "caring for churches" as­
pect being fully transferred to
the Department of Mission,
Education and Development;

• an independent pastoral
eare scheme for confidentially
assisting individual ministers
and their families beset up, with
njeans of access well publicised
hroughout the churches;

3 August 1991

• training and development
workshops be offered to minis­
ters and church leaders in the
areas of time management, con­
flict resolution, ministry roles
and team ministries. Specific
groups to target are ministers
under 35 years, those in their
first ministry and those work­
ing with churches of less than
50 members;

• a booklet of guidelines be
developed to help churches for­
mulate job descriptions for their
ministry positions, so there can
be a program of regularly re­
viewing mutual expectations
and creating opportunity for
constructive evaluation, feed­
back and encouragement;

The study also produced
some interesting statistics.
Listed below are some charac­
teristics of the "average"
Church of Christ minister, 

based on the responses of the
131 ministers who completed
and returned the survey.

The average Church of
Christ minister in Victoria-
Tasmania is—

• aged in the mid 40s;
• male;
• married with 2.3 children;
• inthel7thyearofministry;
• in a third ministry and in

this position for 4.2 years;
• ministering full-time to a

local church congregation of
70-130 members;

• working around 50 hours
per week;

• reporting about the same
amount of stress as the average
population, but generally more
optimistic and trusting about
the future;

• quite concerned about the
ability to appropriately balance
the expectations and require­

The Australian Christian

young daughters. He finds him­
self very busy, being involved
in church and community ac­
tivities. Peter is concerned with
growing Christians into the
image of Jesus Christ and mak­
ing the Christian faith relevant
in the community.

Boonah is a nice blend of
country and city. It combines
well the warmth of country
hospitality with the alertness
of a city church. It has a broad
spectrum of age groups, from
older people to youth, with no
age group predominating. The
emphasis of the church is on
the home groups, so as to
broaden the ministry of the
church. The aim is to involve
people in an informal and re­
laxing atmosphere, in groups
that they can encourage others
to join.

The Boonah Church of Chris t
aims to equip its people so they
can make Christianity relevant
in their community, something
that is vital in these days.

ments of family, congregation,
community and other work
priorities;

• looking for better relation­
ships with conference execu­
tives and state departments;

• positive about knowing
that ministers are doing what
God wants them to do.

New South Wales ministers
also participated in a further
study. This survey sought
views on a range of issues and
collected data on such matters
as stress levels, working pat­
terns, ministry goals and views
about their future. A summary
has been circulated in NSW
churches this year.

• Dean Phelan is Director of Hu­
man Resources at Epworth Hos­
pital, Melbourne, and Deputy
Chairman of the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Mission, Education and
Development.

Edited by Brian White, Field
Director of the Vic-Tas De­
partment of Mission, Educa­
tion and Development, and
the Australian Board of Church
Development and Education.
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• Australians are surprisingly open to the gospel

Lauros ©ff
by Emlyn Williams

G
odfrey Phillips, former | great openness and opport-
TV director (The ■ unity. The gospel is bearing
Sullivans, Adventure Is- fruit.

land etc.) was a recent guest on
TerryLane'sradioprogram.He ■
told the story of His visit to a
Baptist church in Sydney.

Newly arrived from Mel­
bourne, and looking for more
from life than his TV career had
given, he went to the church on
a lonely Sunday evening. Al­
most in spite of himself, he re­
sponded to the altar call. Hardly
aware of what was happening,
he found himself on his knees,
sobbing his heart out. It was
the start of a pilgrimage that
has led to him working with
the Salvation Army back in
Melbourne. As he said, Jesus
has revolutionised his life.

I have heard many stories
like that since I have been in
Australia (and not just in
churches: for a so-called secu­
lar society, it's amazing how
often they get into the media). I
arrived five years ago having
heard that it was a hard society,
closed to the gospel. Austral­
ians didn't have—hadn't ever
had—much time for any reli­
gion apart from hedonism.

A Change of View
Now I am going back to Eng­

land, and I have a different
point of view. Far from being
closed to the gospel as I thought,
I believe that Australia is sur­
prisingly open. Don't get me
wrong—I'm not saying that i
evangelism in this country is j
easy. We have a long way to go.
But I do believe that there is i

Why do I see Australia as
open? There are a number of
reasons.

« The Size of the "Fringe"
Any business would be de­

lighted if a quarter of the peo­
ple in its area came to its shop.
Yet even conservative estimates
suggest that 25% of the popula­
tion go to a church at some time
during the year. That is a much
larger proportion than is in
church weekly. In other words,
there is a large fringe group.
They come to us, albeit irregu­
larly.

How effective we are with
those fringe people is another
matter altogether. But we
mustn't lose sight of the fact
that we have a head start with
at least one person in four. Paul
would have been delighted to
do his evangelism in that con­
text!

» Australians Are
Spiritually Aware

Even the 50-75% who never
appear in a church are not as
closed to the God of the gospel
as we may think. Most people
recognise a spiritual dimension
to reality, even though they
may not be comfortable in talk­
ing about it. Almost 60% of the
population describe them­
selves as "religious". They are
at least reaching for something
or someone "out there".

Look at the adverts in The
Age Saturday Extra. Fringe reli­

gions and cult groups seem to
be booming. Go into a book­
shop and see the range of New
Age books. Somebody must be
buying them. The fact is, Aus­
tralia is not unlike Paul's Ath­
ens. And like Paul, we need to
proclaim the "unknown God"
(Acts 17:23) to those who are
groping for reality but looking
in the wrong place.

o There Is Significant
Goodwill towards
Christianity

Even though many people
are lukewarm towards the in­
stitutional church, Austral­
ians—even those with no
church contact—are still sur­
prisingly sympathetic towards
Christian things. For example,
most parents want their chil­
dren to be taught RE at school.
But when three-quarters of
Australians describe them­
selves in the census as Chris­
tians, perhaps we ought not to
be too surprised.

No-one likes hypocrites, and
Bible bashers don't go down
too well either. But most peo­
ple see beyond them. Where
churches are, for example, in­
volved in welfare work it is
generally recognised and ap­
preciated. And when it comes
to the significant events in life—
birth, marriage, death—a good
many Australians continue to
reach out to the church for sup­
port.

Goodwill is no substitute for
real faith, for sure. But it is a
great starting point for reach­
ing people.

Pontius' Puddle
• People's
Lives Are
Open to
Cnange

People are
most open to
the gospel at
times of
change. And
change is cer­
tainly the expe­
rience of many 

in Australia. Each year, 18% of
Australians move house, and
that is only one kind of major
change. For some, the changes
arepositive: educational oppor­
tunities, marriage, new chil­
dren, migration and so on. For
others they are negative: un­
employment, marriage break
up, bereavement. But all of
them present moments of op­
portunity for Christians ready
to bring good news.

False Hope?
Now I know that many of the

positive statistics to which I
have referred are actually de­
clining. The writing is on the
wall for the future if we don't
change our ways. But we
mustn't allow that to paralyse
us into inaction.

The Chinese character mean­
ing "crisis" is apparently made
up of two other characters
meaning "opportunity" and
"danger". If we are in a crisis,
as many say, there are two pos­
sible outcomes. Let's not ne­
glect the opportunities in front
of us.

But there is one more factor
that I have not yet mentioned.
And that is God's part in all
this. I started off with the story
of Godfrey Phillips because the
factor is in thatstory. Godfrey's
conversion—like every true
conversion—was a work of
God. More than anything else,
it is the fact that God is at work
that gives us real cause to be­
lieve that the gospel will con­
tinue to take root. That's why
we can see Australia as a land
of opportunity for the gospel.
That's why we can dare to
"seize the da/'!

• Emlyn Williams came from Eng­
land five years ago to work with
Scripture Union in Victoria. He
wrote these impressions just prior
to his return to England. They
were first printed in Outreach,
Scripture Union Victoria's regu­
lar newsletter, and are used by
permission.
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Melbourne?

ITIM is a major provider of peer-based employee
assistance programs and would like to employ a
person to join our La Trobe Valley, Vic, team of
chaplains.

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
WORK WITH A HIGHLY
SUCCESSFUL TEAM OF
HUMAN RESOURCE
DEVELOPMENT PEOPLE?

If you enjoy consulting with people at every level,
preparing and presenting training programs and
value a pastoral stance to caring for people as part
of an inter-church agency, this may be the position
for you.

For a copy of Position Statement call Hilary on (03)

816 9477.

Past members very
welcome.

RSVP 30 August
D.E. Wills, Secretary

You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Services: 11 am and 7 pm
(03) 428 4844

MariMges
•Tracey Culpin to Paul Knott,
Whyalla, SA .Judith Evans to Russel
Tomlin, Dandenong, Vic ‘Cheryl
Body to Stuart Moody, Portland,
Vic

(NSW)
Church of Christ

•Mrs Kieseker Snr, Pine Rivers, Qld
•Cordon Krieger, Violet (Dolly)
Cole, Bundaberg, Qld »Mrs
Bronwyn Ballarin, Jack Gilligan,
Lismore, NSW »Mrs Iris Curnow,
Mrs Phyll Hales, Albert Park, SA
•Cliff Wik, ClaricePayne, Horsham,
Vic50tli Anniversary

CWF Portland
Church of Christ

Tyres St
11 September, 1.30 pm

Guest Speaker
President, Vic-Tas CWF

Stella Carter

Applications or enquiries in writing to—
The Secretary

PO Box 396
Taree 2430

Changes
Dubbo: Secretary—Stuart Homer,
PO Box Ml 00, Dubbo East, NSW
2830.

• Sharon Guthridge, Murray
Bridge, SA Kimberley Pye,
Greensborough, Vic "Katrina
Harris, Dawson St, Ballarat, Vic
• Bill Brown, Lyn Brown,
Bundaberg, Qld »Joyce English,
Brooklyn Park, SA ‘Nicholas Maas,
Trudy Wright, Manifold Heights,

Phone our Hotline TODAY!

008 337 330 - ask for Julie or John
650 9711 Melbourne metro area

^*1*"** ■" t,’lpins 10 redu“ *•

/ Ini sis ©xciting rncom \
at ■ 'n»”awe ,W "on'cir'"i:»s ofy ea'n"'9 °PP“tunites waiting f»r YoU'

■ tnsUfonce for ehuKh People

Vic -Peter Nash, Portland, Vic
•orett Freeman, Michelle Freeman
janne Pearson, Rose Petrie, Cavell
Clark, Bernie Binns, Horsham, Vic
•EHssa Lawrence, Tamara Claxton,
Phillip Anything, La Trobe Terr,
Geelong, Vic »Coleen Hunt, Deb
Wiese, Neville Wiese, Mundulla,
SA .Jody Crisp, Kylie Marshall,
Patricia Tse, Dianne Wallace, Glen
Waverley, Vic

Cary fir ftq-i:ct V&t

Applications close 15 August 1991.



Ctairclhi News

Obituaries are limited to 100
words

Charles, Ian George
(9.6.91) Born Cottesloe, WA,
4.8.15, one of three children. 1919
family to Melbourne. 1929 Ian bap­
tised Kew Baptist Church. Awarded
scholarship Carey Grammar. Ma­
triculated depression years. Clerk
at Dunlop. 1954 admitted Univer­
sity of Melbourne Bachelor of Arts
majoring in psychology. 1961 mar­
ried Pearl Pateson. Joined staff Vic­
torian Program Retarded Children.
Later appointed head. Served Psych
Section of Australian Army. Taught
in Victorian primary and high
schools, close affinity backward
scholars. 1985 family moved to
Queensland. Ian and Pearl residents
C of C Retirement Village, Bribie
Island. At service SA Capt
Springthorpe paid tribute. Survived
by Pearl and two sons.

—W.R. Hill

Davies, Evan Frederick
(15.7.91) At four Fred Davies was
brought to the Maryborough, Vic,
church by his parents. His active j
association with the church for 70 ,
years ended after a massive heart '
attack. Fred was a dedicated Chris­
tian and served as doorkeeper, Sun- :
day School Superintendent and
officer. He was regular in attend­
ance. His capacity of love and con­
cern took him and Mavis visiting
the sick, the shut-ins and lonely,
giving so much of themselves in
helping. Fred touched the lives of
so many. The large gathering was a
wonderful testimony to an active
man of Cod. To wife Mavis, sons
Allan, Dennis, Barry, daughters-in-
law Joan, Dianne, Kerry, grandchil­
dren Alister, Renae, we say: "Cod
bless".

—R. Will Marshall

Visiting
Brisbane?

Come and worship in the
Ewers Chapel at Kenmore

Christian College with 1
Kenmore Church of Christ

at 41 Brookfield Road,
Kenmore

10 am Sundays
8 am Good Friday and

Christmas Day

Telephone Pastor Giant
Spangenhrrg

(07) 378 0033
or home (07) 378 8817

SA
MURRAY BRIDGE (Morrie
Munyard) Young peopleof Murray
Bridge & Noarlunga exchanged vis­
its ... Church holding "guest" serv­
ices ... Sunday School thriving ...
Rae & Max Thompson spoke on
PNC mission at friendship tea ...
Church has welcomed six people...
Visit of CCTC students encouraging
... Ray Watts progressing well after
shoulder replacement ... Morrie
Munyard has severe back problems
... Clarice Wallage, Pres Southern
District, visited CWF.
WHYALLA Greg Hancock & Alby
Kittel elected elders at AGM... Koala
Club average is 30. Barbecue tea
well supported by parents... Minis­
tercoming monthly from Adelaide.
We thank Ron Saunders, Roger
Brown, Ron Holmes, George
Mathieson & Robert Leane (Conf
Pres) for their pastoral encourage­
ment, visitations & Sunday services
... Planning to appoint a ministerin
1993 ... Eyre Peninsula Conference
held at Whyalla in July. Cliff Perkins
guest speaker.
BROOKLYN PARK (P. Webber)
Combined audiences 800 at Melo­
drama ...Two leprosy action teams...
New pastoral care system involving
whole congregation ... New church
sign costing $1,900 ... Weekly aver­
age offering for year $962 ... Eight
basketball teams C of C Association ...
115 present at 5 pm service for God's
Gang families.
DULWICH-ROSE PARK (Rob
Williams, Roger Brown) Our bap­
tistry was used by Beaumont Uniting
Church for immersion of two young
people, their minister Dean Brookes
officiating ... Roger Brown spent four
days in Tumby Bay-Ungarra area on
Eyre Peninsula where no C of C min-
isternowstationed. Hearranged prac­
tical assistance to distressed
wheatgrowing families, one of which
has lost farm after ownership extend­
ing over 110 years.
ALBERT PARK (David Thompson)
Church saddened by deaths of Iris
Curnow (suddenly) & Phyll Hales (af­
ter long illness)... Ted Crowley & Kel
Carter have produced large paintings
for specific services to aid visual wor­
ship ... Trial program commenced of
free coffee & chat from 10 am to 2 pm
Tuesdays & Fridays for lonely folk ...
Minister & helpersarranging informal
fortnightly meals for small groups of
the congregation over next few
months.
MUNDULLA (K. Wray) K. Wray's
weekly Bible Studies—6 weeks in all—
appreciated... CWF considering quar­
terly combined meetings with
Bordertown CWFduringcomingyear.
AGM welcomed D. Scown as Presi­
dent ... Baptisms of Nev and Deb

Wiese and Coleen Hunt witnessed at
morning service by 75 adults and 20
children. Luncheon followed ... Har­
vest Thanksgiving Offering divided
between Brotherhood Community
Services and local church needs.

NSW
MAITLAND (R.N. Hawkins) V.
Davies, marriage counsellor, CWCI
speaker, led Sunday seminar on
"Freed To Be Me" ... Understand­
ing Child Abuse from a Christian
Perspective seminar led by G. Long
St Diane Lucas. Excellent ... Ross
Wakely from DCD recent speaker
... Mr Sr Mrs). Aiken welcomed into
membership ... Youth fellowship
commenced ... John Sr Debbie
Grant involved in Christians in Sport
Convention, Melbourne.
LISMORE (Ian Phillips) Good at­
tendance at barbecue to welcome
uni students to Lismore... Encour­
aging number of students attend­
ing evening services ... Our morn­
ing service is being held at 9.30
each Sunday to coincide with Sun­
day School for a trial period of three
months ... A new daughter, Millie,
for Deb Sr David Robinson.

QI Ji
GATTON (Barry Benz) Sue, Misty
& Melody Hearne welcomed on
transfer from Withcott ... Service
enriched by team sermon re­
searched by Sunday night Bible
study Sr presented by Peter Sr Lyn
Elphick, Bob & Gail Chalker, Barry
& Elke Benz... Tribute Singers now
gowned in lilac Sr white... Ministry
in visitation St outreach by elder­
ship couples appreciated. John St
Tess Buhse effectively ministering
to Filipino friends Sr family... Church
tithing its general income.
PINE RIVERS (Neale Proellocks,
Ian Todd) Enjoying different
evening services—chaplain Dakebin
High 8r band, North Pine Baptists
shared; film "Stuck in a Nightmare";
fundraising dinner combined with
service for World Vision guest
speaker ... SMASH (Singles, Mar-
rieds St Senior High) enjoyed time
on Bribie Island ... Ladies meetings
July medical theme—outreach with
Playgroup St Child Care Centre:
one on respiratory troubles St im­
munisation, second on smears &
hysterectomy; final two on first aid.
BUNDABERG (Alan Leane) Spir­
itual St numerical growth our aim...
To enhance gospel service newfour-
part film series "Hope" featuring
Billy Graham ... Sunday School
growing, new staff enlisted. Alan
Hermann, DCDE, conducted train­
ing session all departments... Qual­
ity worship service conducted ...

Contacts list growing. Visitation fol­
low-up high priority ... Alan Leane
invited guest speaker Naracoorte,
SA, 25th anniversary relocation ...
Violet (Dolly) Cole called home 1
July. Tributes by Bob Dewar, Charles
Cole.

Terns
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, C.
Spaulding, D. Tobler) Elders &
deacons retreat held Dennison River
12-14 July ... Gideons Reps Drs
Clezy & Tan spoke am services 14
July ... Delka Lee and Bill Dillon
both required hospitalisation ...
Jessie Hookway of Boat Harbour in
Burnie General Hospital with a bro­
ken leg... New singing group "Ado­
ration" formed under Andrew
Smith... Church Building Fund now
$3,000 from sale of chocolate bars.

Vic
DANDENONG (Graeme Foon,
Mark Butler) Ladies held casserole
luncheon to celebrate their 64th
birthday. 90 attended from all com­
munity & church organisations...
New members luncheon held... 27
men attended church breakfast.
Speaker Tim Hanna from Berwick
church... Rowland Croucher, World
Vision, was a guest speaker and
spoke on worship ... Church com­
bined for worship with Mulgrave
church.
PRESTON (Tony Armstrong) A
special service on 16 June held to
recognise 16 years of service to
"Open Door" well attended... Tony
& Lynnette Armstrong on holidays.
Guest speakers Arthur Knight & Jim
Larkham appreciated ... Much ill­
ness among membership.
GREENSBOROUGH (George War­
ren) Strong commitment of church
to 40 Hour Famine. Group co­
ordinator Darryn Bishop ... Mostly
Music, a fun cultural night, raised
$600 ... Mundys return from visit
to sponsored child in Dominican
Republic ... Church library revital­
ised by Max Carter ... Members
participate in services theme ex­
amining Christian experience in life­
style role—"The Salt of the Earth"
... Kimberley Pye welcomed into
fellowship.
DAWSON ST, BALLARAT
(Stephen Templeton, Tracey
Wickham) Crowded attendance at
successful winter cabaret held
School of Mines ... Appreciation
expressed to Tracey Wickham rec­
ognising her conscientiousness,
diligence & valuable contribution
in ministry ... Praise & worship
through music provided by Frank
Clark & York St Church of Christ
Orchestra ... All-age-groups choir
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commenced... Church appreciated
visit Max Carter, Conference Presi­
dent ... Commencing 4 August
three services 9.30 am, 11 am St 7

SWAN HILL (L.J. Mayes) 80 at­
tended family camp at Halls Cap
over Queen's Birthday weekend
when David Ratten (Mildura) was
study leader... Louisvan Laar(Dept
Community Care) visited church
on 23 June St was speaker at both
morning services ... Seven of our
men rostered to assist minister with
preaching appointments to cover
three services each Sunday ... Ted
Keating (Nunawading) met with
board during July.
SPRINGVALE Plant sale & open
day Hawksworth home raised over
$400 ... Church provides weekly
communion service two local aged
homes... New KYB group to start...
Cathy Matthews accepted full-time
study CCTC next year... Jeff Hales
home after three months HCJB,
Ecuador, enhancing radio anten­
nae Sr signal accuracy ... Mission
Fund target $1 1,000 almost
achieved. Three weeks still to go.
Missionary speakers booked for
August.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (Max Ball)
Combined Geelong churches met
MH for BYO tea Sr service. Guests,
speaker Conf Pres Max Carter &
wife Stella, CWF Vic Pres ... Max Sr
Coral Ball under medical treatment,
also Mrs Nita Cole ... A continuing
demand forgroceries, mission bas­
ket for community needs... Bruce
Sr Karen Baker accept position of 

caring guidance at Life Cry, Drysdale
"■ Baptism of Nicholas Maas &
Trudy Wright.
PORTLAND (R. Hough) Appreci­
ated ministry Chuck & Peggy Rook
over three months they spent here
- Visiting speaker Rev D. Best from
FEBC sharing of work of Christian
radio ... Three young people leav­
ing for 12 months overseas with
YWAM ... Looking forward to
Clegg's coming to share as second
minister commencing 11 August
... CWF planning 50th anniversary
meeting afternoon 11 Sept 1.30
pm.
PEEL ST, BALLARAT Church
pleased that Wayne Allen to com­
mence ministry 2 February 1991 ...
30 June guest speaker Ray Eldridge,
Hamilton church, & evening spoke
at combined service York St. 400
present ... Items appreciated by
Shadow Music from Melbourne ...
Church still faithfully served by min­
istry of R. Will Marshall & Albert
Graham... New group commenced
for Years 5 & 6 ... Church planning
overall Creative Living Centre.
HORSHAM (H.A.L. Clark, Ian
Hunt) Andrews family returning
from Rift Valley Academy, Kenya...
Gerry & Melinda Beimers, Wycliffe
Translators in the Solomon Islands,
now supported by church ... Over
200 attending morning services,
many new families at 9 am... Elder,
Michael Cook, received Pride of
Workmanship Award from
Horsham EastRotaryClub... Harvey
Clark conducting Greek classes ...
CWAF led program at Brim.

LA TROBE TERR, GEELONG (Dr
C.J. Mackenzie) Two young girls
& married man baptised with his
wife rededicating her life ... Young
people conducted evening service,
which included film "Without Res­
ervation" ...Trevor Carr working in
Singapore, France & Denmark for a
month ... Minister & wife on five
weeks holiday in Queensland... 23
members enjoyed musical after­
noon at St Alban's Homestead ...
Training class led by Alf White for
church service helpers.
GLEN WAVERLEY (Ron Elbourne,
Lindsay Croxford, Howard Sand­
ers) New young peoples in-depth
Bible study group meeting fort­
nightly ... 2 walking groups com­
menced ... Church School started
new term with pancakes and games
... Elders & deacons (and partners)
enjoyed relaxing video evening ...
Practical worship training evening
held for all worship service rostered
helpers ... Recent evening artists
Glen Waverley Singers, Sally & Pe­
ter Belousoff, Neil Bland & Andrew
Stray, Bronwyn & Carolyn Thane.

WA
ROCKINGHAM (K. Ware) Num­
bers have increased in all areas ...
Playgroup, which meets twice
weekly, now has more than 200
attending with mums. We praise
God for this outreach in the area ...
Rejoicing for commencement in
November of fellowship atWarnbro
under Rockingham church's aus­
pices ... John Sharpe on deputation 

from CCTC gave enthusiastic mes­
sage.
SCARBOROUGH (Nigel Merrick) 1
Bible College graduate Geoff Dun­
ning to assist our minister one day
perweek... Church prayerfully pre­
paring for "Community Contact
Week" to be led by Rob Adams ...
600 Challenge newspapers deliv- I
ered as local outreach ... Guest
speakers Graham Johnson & Max
Randall well received ... Pleasant .
Sunday afternoon most enjoyable. .
Proceeds to building fund.
MAYLANDS (David Jolly) Dr Keith
Bowes guest speaker Maylands re­
gional meeting July ... Tim Maley
celebrating 21st birthday ... Musi­
cians appreciated as they partici­
pate in services. Band organised &
led by pastor... CWF held coffee
morning with ladies from other dis­
trict churches ... David Jolly com­
menced "Kids Klub", meeting
church hall weekly... Starting com­
mittee Margaret Jones, Connie
Eaves, Sharyn Jolly, Wendy Law-
Davis establishing women's minis­
try (caring & sharing).
FREMANTLE (D. Good) Details of
College life & ministry training given
by John Sharpe (CCTC) ... Helen :
Maiden (one time "Living Link" of
this church) testified of God's mak­
ing her "a walking miracle" ... At
meal service Jack & Betty Sewell
brought "highlights" of their re­
cent visit to Germany, Zimbabwe
& Zambia ... "Life in Focus" given
$1,156, proceeds of a stall... Mid­
year CWF talent money amount 1
was $420.
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° Dr Bakke calls on churches and mission agencies io meet
the challenges of a new world

L

A
n American expert on urban min­
istry, Dr Ray Bakke, conducted
seminars and lectures in Sydney

and Melbourne during July. His primary
purpose was to lecture at the School of
World N ission at Whitley College. Dur­
ing his tu te in Melbourne he also addressed
a wider gi oup on "The Changing Context
of Urban I Mission".

In that iddress Dr Bakke highlighted
the changing context of evangelism. In
1900 90% of all Christians were white,
Western and from the northern hemi­
sphere. By 1950 50% of Christians were
southern, non-white and non-Westem. In
1800 2% of the world's population lived in
cities, in 1900 9% lived in cities and today
more than 50% live in cities—however
80% of all missionaries go to rural areas. It
seems that missionaries find it very diffi­
cult to be comfortable in ministry in the
urban areas of the world.

Several trends that Dr Bakke highlighted
have significance for the church in Aus­
tralia. One is that the world now is more
Pacific orientated than North Atlantic ori­
ented. Another is that an Asianisation of
the world is growing along with the trend
to urbanisation.

Speaking of the global basis of the prob­
lems facingyouth, Dr Bakke said that there
is hardly a city in the third world that does
not have an average age of under 18 years.
(Mexico City, the world's largest city, has
a median age of 14.8 years). But very few
missionaries work in urban areas. One of

the fastest growing areas for possible mis­
sion is among the children of street people.

Dr Bakke said, "International economies
are the new governments and they are out
of control." (In an aside he commented on
the current debate on Sunday trading in
Victoria and observed that this trend is
ultimately unstoppable.)

He called on churches and mission agen­
cies to meet the challenges of this new
world—to face the challenge of the plural­
ism of urban communities, to meet the
culture. The church may have to develop
into round-the-clock, multicultural hubs
of ministry, promoting a wide range of
caring models and working with a variety
of language groups.

He called on Christians to read the Bible
from a contemporary viewpoint—there are
over 1,000 verses in the Bible about the
city. Christians will need to be open to new
concepts of ministry and that can be very
threatening. He observed that some sec­
tions of the city are now so unsafe that the
only effective ministers will be women
(those vulnerable to the violence of the
situation but still willing to work within
that context).

The old division between mission as
something that happens "over there" and
evangelism as something that happens
"over here" has gone, as God has brought
people from around the world to our door­
steps. We in the church will now have to
develop strategies and ministries to cope
with these new challenges. —CRA

 Postcode 
Amount Enclosed: $ Church 

[]
 

Expiry date 

Signature...

Name 
Address 

Payment can be made by Bankcard or Visa

Please charge my
| | Bankcard | | Visa

Card number

SUBSCRBPTIION FORM
PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

Year
$8 Rest of year if recom-

■ — Subscription
Donation: $

In $23 Full 
Year

[ ! $8 Rest of ye:
mended by a current
subscriber

Subscriber:  

24 (344) The Australian Christian

The choice is ours. If in the end
we find ourselves outside the
Kingdom of God, it will be
because we have refused to
enter the Kingdom now.

—Stephen Travis

Before being baptised a person was handed
a form to fill out. The minister noted that the
candidate appeared puzzled, only to learn
that the person had been handed the wrong
card, an application for a youth camp. One
of the first questions on the form was, "Can
you swim?"

*****
"I hear one of your children wants to be an
undertaker. I thought you said your children
wanted to be doctors."
"I said nothing of the kind. I said they wanted
to follow in the steps of the medical profes­
sion."

*****
The trouble with some people is that if they
do an honest day's work, they want a week's
pay.

*****
I slept like a log.
I know, I heard the sawing.

*****
A person was employed at a large engineer­
ing works, and one day stood too close to a
large wheel. Caught in the machinery the
worker was spun round for five minutes
before being thrown clear.
The manager, who had seen the accident,
rushed up to the worker, and gasped, "Speak
to me, speak to me!"
The employee opened his eyes dazedly and
stared at the manager. "Why should I? I just
passed you five thousand times, and you
never spoke to me!"

*****
If you find errors in this publication, please
keep in mind that they are there for a pur­
pose. We publish something for everyone,
and some people are always looking for
mistakes!

*****

Sure I'm worried. It's one of the
engineers who built the dam.
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