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One—Invite contacts to a
formal dinner at the church

• Nunawading has women's dinner for community contacts —page 3
• Murray Bridge has dinner for couples married at the church
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Guest Editorial

• Satisfaction in a job well done by Allan Orr

Building cScsxxfTs Chuirch

A
s one studies the his­
tory of building in
Australia it is evi­

dent that the designs and
practices brought out by the
early builders from their
homeland were not entirely
suited to the local environ­
ment and climate. The
changes that were needed
were slow in being imple­
mented, but eventually they
occurred and buildings
more suitable for local conditions were
built. During my fifty years in the building
industry I have seen that change accelerate
with new designs, materials and methods
of construction being implemented.

A parallel with the building trade is to
be found with the church. Our forebears 

functional, aesthetically
appealing and pleasing to
the client. To do this the
architect first inspects the
site, determining what type
of foundations can be laid,
and designs the building to
suit. The architect then en­
gages a builder, who, hav­
ing worked out the costs
involved, undertakes to
build as the architect has
specified. The builder has

freedom of choice in the use of tools and
equipment, some of which may need to be
replaced or renewed to help the builder
build more efficiently and true to the ar­
chitect's plans.

I think of God as the client who has
commissioned his Son Jesus Christ as his
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architect to build his church, and Jesus has
specified in his word what kind of church
he wishes to ha ve built. He has engaged us
as his builders and we, having counted the
cost, have undertaken to build as he speci­
fies. Like the builder we have the freedom
of choice in the methods we use and these
may change as different methods are found,
but any change implemented must result
in the more efficient building of his church.

A builder's ultimate satisfaction, as the
completed building is viewed, is in getting
the client's and architect's commendation
for a job well done. But what greater re­
ward will be ours as Christ's builders to
hear the words, "Well done good and faith­
ful servant," as he views the results of our
labour.

Allan Orr was born in Launceston in 1925
and is a third-generation member of the
church, He attended the Sandhill Bible School
and church, being baptised in 1937, and
was Sunday School, superintendent and
church secretary, as well as assisting in local
preaching.
On the closing of the Sandhill church he
attended the Launceston church, where he is
a deacon. He has served on several state
conference committees, including a term as
state president. He is now Tasmanian Vice-
President of the National Conference, Tas­
manian representative of the Historical Soci­
ety and CFA, and a directorofthe Launceston
City Mission.
Allan is a member of the Master Bciiidecs
Association, and has been connected with
the building trade all his working Ufa- ”<■
married Elva Morffew of Hartwell in 1 PaU.
They have two sons, Malcolm, an elder a
Howrah, and Trevor, Launceston.

brought out their established way s of wor­
ship, and we saw little change in that form
of worship for many years. But today we
are witnessing acceleration in change, with
many of the old forms of worship being
exchanged for new. Some of these changes
are necessary to meet the changing de­
mands of society, some for quality of wor­
ship, but others seem to have been intro­
duced for the sake of change.

As changes in building practices oc­
curred, we saw along with these changes a
rapid alteration in the face of our cities.
Buildings, irrespective of their aesthetic or
historical value, were torn down, and in
many cases replaced by ones that were
unacceptable by the community. As peo­
ple saw their heritage being destroyed,
they voiced their opposition, and so today
where practicable we are seeing facades of
old buildings being incorporated in the
new, and many new buildings being de­
signed to fit into the total environment,
which is resulting in a blending of the old
with the new, each complementing, not
opposing, each other.

Our churches have suffered in some­
what the same way with the old, irrespec­
tive of its value, being replaced in many
cases by the new. Much of this change is
being tolerated rather than accepted, and
we are seeing that there are those who,
although knowing that change is inevita­
ble, would like to see more consultation
taking place, and a better blending of the
old with the new, the two working harmo­
niously together.

Many buildings are erected under the
direction of an architect who has been
commissioned by a client to design and
supervise the erection of a building that is 



News

° Nunawading

Women's IDoiniErDOir

° Move to new
premises

Berwick's
©penimig
Celebrations
The month of November is be­
ing used by the Berwick, Vic,
church- as a celebration of the
opening of their new building.

Some of the activities are:
• A brief farewell service at

32 Enterprise Avenue, at 9 am
on 3 November followed by a
march to the new site in Centre
Road, where all will share in a
special time of praise and
thanksgiving at 10 am for com­
pletion of the journey com­
menced in April 1989. At 7 pm
that evening a "Thanksgiving
Party" will be held with guests
The Covenant Players.

• On 10 November at 10 am
the morning worship will in­
clude various invited guests
and at 7 pm guest musician
and singer will be Doug
McFarlane.

• For services on 17 Novem­
ber the guest speaker will be
Barry McMurtrie (former min­
ister at Berwick and senior min­
ister at Wollongong, NSW,
which has also recently opened
a new building). At the evening
servicedrama/musical presen­
tations will also be a part of the
program.

• On 24 November the 10 am
guests will be the City of Ber­
wick Children's Choir, while
the 7 pm guests will be Yurana
Singers.

There will be barbecue
lunches available each Sunday.
The first one will be free and for
the other weeks a charge of $3
for adults and $2 for children
(under 12) will be made to help
cover costs.

A special seminar with Barry
McMurtrie on 14-15 Novem­
ber, 7.45-1 0 pm, "Feeling Good
about Your Church" is also part
of thecelebrations. Registration
forms will be out in the next
two weeks. The cost is $10 ($15
per couple), which includes the
workbook.

Details on these celebra­
tions are available from the
church office on (03) 7071868.

How do you jump the fence
between church life and the
playgroups and other commu­
nity organisations that
churches sponsor? How do you
expose the non-church fami­
lies to the Gospel in a helpful,
non-offensive way?

One of the answers to that
question was the women's din­
ner organised by the
Nunawading, Vic, church in
August. With Elizabeth Jones,

° Murray Bridge

As I sat in the church office, for
a few weeks I was constantly
drawn to the marriage register
records that were on the shelf.
I had read somewhere that
these books were a very good
source for reaching people in
the community. As a result a
plan was devised:

We divided the years of mar­
riage in the books into three
groups, 0-10 years, 10-20 years
and 20-30 years. The premise
was this. These people may
have a nostalgic feeling about
the church, it being the one they
were married in.

We didn't know what their
current relationship with God
was. We didn't know what their
current relationship with each
other was. What we did know
was that God loves and is inter­
ested in them and we wanted
to know if we could be avail­
able to help them worship him.

Our plan was to invite each
group to a separate dinner as
our guests to help them cel- 

family counsellor, as guest
speaker, more than 100 women
attended a well-run, profes­
sionally organised dinner. As
with an earlier dinner held in
May, more than a third who
attended were community con­
tacts. They heard fine music
and a helpful address on "Sus­
taining Relationships". Host­
esses were designated to each
table to make sure all visitors
felt at home.

ebrate their wedding anniver­
sary.

We purchased copies of the
current electoral roll for our
area. These records showed us
who from our marriage regis­
ter were still together and still
living in our area. We devised a
special invitation with a cover­
ing letter and posted it to one
group at a time.

The evening provided hors
d'oeuvre and drinks on arrival
and the meal consisted of
entree, main course (baked din­
ner), sweets, tea/coffee and af­
ter-dinner mints. The meal was
interspersed with items from
quality artists.

To the dinners we invited
church members, who we
called "minglers"—their basic
responsibility was to be
friendly and interested and to
make conversation at both the
dinner table and the "mingling
time" built into the program, |
The evening was rounded off ■
witha 10-minute talk highlight- |

As a part of the general
outreach program of the
church, the occasional wom­
en's dinner is a winner. Details
about the evening can be ob­
tained from Glenda de Jager,
the co-ordinator of the pro­
gram, on (03) 873 2138.

• The cover photos show (top)
some of the 110 women at the
dinner, (bottom left) guest solo­
ist, Cemma Aribi from the Philip­
pines, and (bottom right) guest
speaker Elizabeth Jones, family
counsellor with the El Kanah
counselling organisation.

ing an area of marriage that
needs to be managed by cou­
ples and the encouragement
that God, when invited into a
marriage, becomes the pivotal
point for all relationships.

Approximately one month
following the dinner a special
"marriage remembrance" serv­
ice was conducted to which
those attending the dinner were
invited. The minglers followed
up the invitation to the service
by making personal contact
with those invited.

There was also established a
group of pray-ers who were
enlisted to pray for invitations
as they were sent out, the at­
tendance of invitees and the
minglers.

The project of providing din- ,
ners and special church serv­
ices could be expanded to cover i
parents of childrens work in I
the church and to special
groups in the community. An­
other advantage is the working
together by church members,
knowing something of the :
work of evangelism.

—Morrie Munyard

Lett's CeDebtratte
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News

o The story of a church

Loxton's 40ft[h]
The Loxton, SA, church re­
cently celebrated its 40th anni­
versary. The celebrations were
held over a weekend begin­
ning with a prayer service on
the Friday evening. On the Sat­
urday morning a men's break­
fast was held at which Sonny
Pillay spoke. On that night a
reunion dinner was held at the
Loxton Hotel and more than
100 attended, including over

; 50 former members. The
speaker was Loxton's first min­
ister Jack McCormick.

Sunday involved a commun­
ion and baptismal service prior
to a barbecue lunch at Lion's
Park. Sonny Pillay spoke at the
morning sendee, which 200 at­
tended. This celebration pre­
ceded a mission in the district
with Sonny.

Recently Sonny Pillay has
accepted a call to join a team
ministry at Loxton in 1993 with
its current minister John
Kenway and administrator
Peter May.

Loxton's History
The extension of the irriga­

tion area and the prospect of a
large population settling in the
district encouraged a few fami­
lies to organise themselves into
a church on 22 July 1951.

The first meeting was held in
the home of Mr and Mrs L.B.
Swanbury at Loxton North.
Fred Higgins was elected tem­
porary secretary and was a
driving force in the commence­
ment of the new cause. He per­
sonally contacted 18 members
in the growing communi ty and

Campaigners for
Christ

Family and Youth
Camp Cheshunt

Self-catering camp site at Lake
William Hovell Road. Cheshunt.

Accommodation for 55.
Low tariff. Small groups and

schools welcome.
Self-contained cottage available

for hire.
For more information contact Ian

Crowe (057) 29 K25K

Anmversairy
with the planning help of the
Berri church under the leader­
ship of the pastor Jack
Manallackand the Berri board,
commenced the church.

The first service was held in
the reading room of the Loxton
Institute. The preacher was
Charles Schwab, and 53 adults
and 25 children, including visi­
tors, attended.

Application for the lease of
building sites for a place of
worship and a house block for
a manse was made immedi­
ately. In 1954 a vacant chapel,
in fact the first Lutheran church
on the main Berri Road and
Noora Road junction, was ob­
tained. The first minister ap­
pointed to serve Loxton and
Moorook was John McCor­
mick, who, apart from his min­
istry, was a great cricketer.

It was soon evident that the
position of the chapel did not
permit the church to meet the
needs of the townspeople, and
two blocks of land were pur­
chased in Anzac Crescent.
When Phil Woolford replaced
John McCormick the following
year, plans were formulated for
the new church and hall. The
architect was Lance Brune and
the builder was Harold
Radomi. Phil Woolford took
his coat off and worked every
day for the builder. The people
in the community held him in
high esteem for his efforts and
dedication.

The building was opened on
15 March 1959. Church mem­
bership in 1959 was 37. The
Sunday School had 30 students
and four teachers.

Throughout the 1960s the
work prospered through the
Sunday School, youth group,
morning worship and evening
Gospel meetings. An early min­
ister, Owen Clark, began a ten­
nis club, which continues to
compete in the local competi­
tion to the present day, win­
ning a number of premierships.

The Girls' Brigade began in
the early 1960s and under the
leadership of Necia Higgins
reached a membership of over
30. The church also had a bas­

ketball team in the town com­
petition. By 1968 the Sunday

! School reached a membership
i of 99.

Largely through death and
’ transfer of members to other

centres membership declined
. in the 1970s to a low of 11 in
I 1975. However a focus on Bible

studies and fellowship activi-
! ties saw the church grow to 30

members by 1985 with over 50
in regular fellowship. Loxton
was served by Brian Hill, who
lived in Barmera and minis­
tered to five Riverland churches
from 1978 to 1985.

John Kenway joined Brian
in ministry to the five Riverland
Churches from 1984 to 1985.

With a renewed vision to
reach out the Loxton church
purchased a new manse in Sec­
ond Street, selling the old
manse in Acacia Avenue in 1985
and appointed John Ken way to
commence a full-time ministry
in Loxton from 1986. The loans
for the new manse were paid
off in just over two years, al­
lowing the church to be debt
free from 1988. The late 80s saw
a period of growth, especially
in young adult families and 

currently there is an active
membership of 111 made up of
82 adults and 29 children, with
an average worship attendance
around 120. In January 1991
the church appointed its first
part-time staff as Peter May
became church administrator.
The church recently moved its
office to a rented shop in
Drabsch Street. It is proposed
to turn the front of the shop
into a Christian video lending
centre and bookshop.

The Loxton church has em­
braced many changes to accom­
modate God's moveof the Holy
Spirit, such as its music and
worship style, and is currently
seeking a new worship venue
as the Anzac Crescent chapel is
overcrowded. The growth of
the church continues into the
90s as the vision includes ap­
pointing an associate full-time
ministry.

The church currently is as­
sisting in the support of three
missionary families—the
Schoemakers (Africa Indian
Mission) in Zaire, the
Whittams (WEC) inGhana and
Pastor T.T. Abraham (Christ
for India) in Bombay.

Christmas
m Bethlehem

15-day Group Tour to Israel
Departing: Saturday, 21 December 1991
Tour Price: $3490 per person twin share

The same itinerary is also available for three other depar­
ture dates:
Departing Saturday, 16 November $2750 p.p. twin share
Departing Saturday, 7 December $3380 p.p. twin share
Departing Saturday, 4 January 1992 $ 3290 p.p. twin share
Each departure dale is based on a minimum of 10 participants.

rices include: return flights, first class accommodation in
srael with breakfast and dinner daily, sightseeing, entrance
tees and all transfers plus possibility to extend time away.

a“°ve t°ur is also available on a private car driver/
dates °aS'S f°r PeoP'e Per car f°r 0,her departure

For further information and a detailed itinerary please contact:
Dam at Jetset Travel Balaclava (Group Dept.)

<r1eet- Easl Sl Kilda 31 82
Tel (03) 527 6119 Fax (03) 527 2394

speciAHci^.SVa'la8'e from Jetset Travel Balaclava
bFECIALISING IN TOURS TO ISRAEL AND THE BIBLE LANDS

lie No 30577
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News

° Overseas Mission
centenary

Rally
The Vic-Tas Overseas Mission
Committee has arranged a cen­
tenary celebration for Sunday,
27 October, at 2.45 pm at the
Lygon Street Church of Christ
in Carlton.

It is hoped that most Victo­
rian churches will be repre­
sented and also as many re­
turned missionaries and their
families as possible. If you
know any of these people they
could be invited totheprogram

The organisers hope to fea­
ture the missionaries of the past
as well as celebrate with groups
of Indian, African, Pacific Is­
land and Chinese singers and
musicians. JulieTrinnick (rep­
resenting OMB) and David
Harmer (on furlough from
PNG) will share in the celebra­
tion.

Parkdale
Church of Christ

Homecoming
Celebrating 70 Years

Sunday, 24 November,
at 10.15 am

Guest Speaker:
Chris Ambrose, Editor,

"The Australian
Christian"

Enjoy fellowship and
luncheon afterward.

Enquiries
(03) 580 6224

° Juan Carlos Ortiz

Preaching
Tour
The Mackay, Qld, church is
looking to organise a preach­
ing tour for Juan Carlos Ortiz
for 1993. Juan Carlos Ortiz has
written a numberof books deal­
ing with Christian discipleship.
He is also well known for the
prophetic yet humorous way
he communicates God's word
to people. Although coming
from a Pentecostalbackground,
Ortiz is renowned for being able
to speak to all Christians, irre­
spective of denominational
background. A pastor, teacher
and writer, Juan Carlos is now
involved in the Hispanic min­
istry of the Crystal Cathedral.

Churches interested in hav­
ing Juan Carlos come and share
with them or their region are
asked to contact Gabriel
Babare, Mackay Church of
Christ, PO Box 37, Mackay
4740.

Church of Christ
SOUTHPORT

now meets in
Parklands Drive

8.55 am
Worship and Communion

• 6.30 pm
Gospel Celebration

Minister: Noel Newton
(075) 94 6154, 94 6633

31 4353 (AH)

hd ®
Macfarlane’s

debut album "INNOCENCE"
has been enthusiastically received

throughout Australia & New Zealand.
Is heart for the lost is

shared through powerful music that
confronts issues but always offers

hope ■ hope in salvation through

JESUS CHRIST I

8" J ® ®
s
Su
RB0

ora.
M®

f* J*
S3

5 ST

Thursday, 31 October
Doors open at 7 pm

$5 utlull, 810 family, 83 pcnahmrr

• Richard and Shirley Pearce

Gdansk Om© Mim

Shirley and Richard Pearce

Richard and Shirley Pearce are
back from two and a half years
in New Zealand and have set­
tled back in Brisbane. Over the
years the Pearces have become
well known to hundreds of
people as they have travelled
around Australia presenting
Gospel concerts and working
with churches as well as secu­
lar community programs.

Their last overseas tour was
through six states of the USA in
October 1990, where they were
well received. Since returning
to Australia they have been
busy performing in NSW and
Southeast Queensland, pro­
moting the latest of their six
recordings, "Gentle Hands".
Although they are now in­
volved in pastoral ministry at
the Annerley church in Bris­

bane they are still available for
interstate concert tours as well
as local outreach and special
programs.

These days Sovereign Sound
is the umbrella that is used by
Richard and Shirley to co-ordi­
nate the music side of their
ministry. Also involved with
Sovereign Sound is 19-year-old
Jacquelene Pearce, who has
developed her own contempo­
rary style of music specialising
in guest spots at church serv­
ices, youth specials and wed­
dings.

If you would like more infor­
mation from Richard and
Shirley or Jacquelene they can
be contacted through Sover­
eign Sound, PO Box 555,
Rochedale 4123. Phone (07) 848
3318.

Visiting Canberra?
0 Stay with a Church Family
[I A number of Canberra church families offer

D accommodation in their homes at basic bed and
breakfast rates to help raise funds for

|i “Home Mission” extensions in the ACT

D
Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba 2615
Phone (062) 581360

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family"
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street,
Waramanga 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050

Advance bookings appreciated

0
D
D
0
0
D
0
fl

D
II
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News

• Move to Capel Street

New Centre Reflects
Personality
Organisations, like people,
have personalities. They're of­
ten perceived to be how they
present.

Churches of Christ in Victo­
ria and Tasmania now present
with a contemporary, efficient,
open, co-operative and ener­
getic personality, if the new
Conference Centre at77 Capel
Street, West Melbourne, re­
flects its personality.

This new centre, located near
the Flagstaff Gardens and the
Victoria Market, is adjacent to
the cen tral business district and
public transport. An added
bonus is that excellent parking
is available at all times of the
day.

The centre is modem and an
investment in the future. It pro­
vides slightly more room for
the office accommodation, with
excellent facilities for depart­

mental, board and committee
meetings.

The Conference Executive
has been highly appreciative of
Allan Emmett for his outstand­
ing work in organising the
move, and earlier the work of
the Properties Corporationand
Clive Ward as the previous
Conference Secretary in ena­
bling the sale of 52 La Trobe
Street and the purchase of this
excellent property.

A substantial capital sum
from the profit of the transac­
tion has been invested to en­
sure the adequate ongoing of
the building maintenance and
executive work. This new cen­
tre and the investment money
will be used to energetically
further our mission as we af­
firm and witness to our faith in
contemporary and relevant
ways. —Ian Allsop

• A wonderful day

Henley Beach Centenary
Celebrations

• Malaysian visitor

Church Planters [Mleet

Dexter Low (right) discusses his work with Chek Chia,
minister of Grace church

Ministers associated with Vic­
torian church planting initia­
tives met together at the Con­
ference Centre on 28 August to
share with Dexter Low of Ma­
laysia. Dexter has a distin­
guished record of new church
development in Malaysia and
has been a consultant to the
Lausanne Conference. He is in
demand for seminar and other
training programs. At the semi­
nar he led discussions on a 

range of church planting
themes and issues and encour­
aged the multiplication of ini­
tiatives from new house church
fellowships to larger projects.
In this message there is a chal­
lenge for every congregation to
look at some form of church
planting. The event was ar­
ranged by the Department of
Mission, Education and De­
velopment and Conference
Secretary Ian Allsop.

The Henley Beach, SA, church
celebrated 100 years of service
on 8 September. After many
months of planning, God
blessed us with a wonderful
day, not only in fellowship but
also the weather.

At the morning service there
were over 200 communicants.
The church building was
packed to capacity and the
overflow shared the service
through the aid of a video cam­
era and three TV sets placed in
one of the Sunday School
rooms.

The President for the service
was our present minister, Brian
Hill. The readers were Harold
Norris (an ex-Henley boy) and
Roma Maxted (widow of the
late Jack Maxted, ex-minister).
The prayers were ably said by
Albert Jones (ex-minister) and
the message, titled "Vessels",
was brought to us by Hazel
Skuce, who was back in her 

6 (446)

home church after 42 years in
India.

The singing and music added
a special atmosphere and the
pupils and teachers of the Bible
School shared a puppet pag­
eantry during the service.

The catering for the day was
leftinthehandsofPegThomas,
who with her band of helpers,
provided lunch for approxi­
mately 250. The afternoon was
presided over by Murray
Thomas, and was spent in a
great time of fellowship, remi­
niscing and meeting up with
old friends. Slides provided
light-hearted relief, especially
some very old Sunday School
slides. Entertainment was
given by John and Barbara
Turner, who really added a
touch of class with their sing­
ing, and the Women's Fellow­
ship laid a scriptural table as a
dedication to all women who
have served at Henley over the 

past 100 years. The birthday
cake, in the shape of a cross,
was cut by Thelma Jones.

Fellowship around the tea
table was enjoyed by approx.
120, after which the evening
service was presided over by
JoanDodd. Henley's musicians
by this time had really got
warmed up and started the
service off on a bright note.
Special guests were Rob Jan
Combridge Joy Groves. Mark
Dodd interviewed Rob on his
work with the Blackwood
church and the Street-Kids Pro­
gram, and we were shown that
the future of the church is out
mthecommunity. Joy Groves's
singing was enjoyed by all.

God has really blessed many
people through the witness of
the Henley Beach church over
the past 100 years, and all look
forward to service for him as
we venture into the next cen-
tury- -Joan Dodd

The Australian Christian

DIAL FOR
NEW HOPE
(03)11610

at 10.30 am
Guest Speaker: Ian Allsop

Belmont
Church of Christ

invites
Friends and Former

Members
to the

Opening and
Dedication

of the
Renovated Complex

on

u ^uesr opeaisei. ; -
| Hospitality Provided 1
I Enquiries: Joy Bromley |

(052)43 6716.^ J
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News

° Swanston Street's mission

[Pastoral] Vosott to Asoa
Over the period 24 July-21
August, Allan and Vai Webb,
senior minister of the Swanston
St, Melbourne, Vic, church,
made a pastoral visit to Hong
Kong, Malaysia and Singapore
to visit Christians who have
returned to their homecultures
following studies in Melbourne
and who during their stay in
Australia attended the
Swanston Street church.

In the 28 days that the Webbs
were away they visited 216
returnees: Hong Kong 37, Pe­
ninsular Malaysia 79, Singa­
pore 83 and East Malaysia 17.

Allan preached on 17 differ­
ent occasions and shared with
over 50 pastors and/or church
leaders. For Allan two things
particularly stood out. First, the
number of returnees (16) who
are now in full-time ministry
either as missionaries, pastors
or Bible college students, most
of whom became Christians at
Swanston Street. In addition to
those in full-time ministry
many others are exercising stra­
tegic positions of leadership,
e.g. the Chairman of the Ma­
laysia Bible Seminary in Klang,
the Chairman of the Malaysia
Evangelical College in Miri and
the Vice-Chairman of the SIB
Church in East Malaysia. Sec­
ondly were the number of par­
ents who have recently come to
the Lord.

Hong Kong: 11 is obvious that
1997 looms very large in the
minds of Hong Kong returnees.
Many have decided to emmi-
grate, while others have cho­
sen to stay. All returnees stress
the imperative of being thor­
oughly grounded in the Word
of God. Bible teaching and
preaching have a high priority.

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship oilers friendship
through correspondence with

other born-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

sell-addressed envelope
to:

CSF.PO Box 411,
Mayfield 2304

Malaysia: Allan's overall
impression of Malaysia is that
churches are growing, although
much of the growth is inward.
There is still an urgent need for
graduate pastors. Many of the
pastors have only received a
very basic secondary educa­
tion.

Singapore: The pace of life is
still very pressurised and
returnees are working long
hours six days a week. Voca­
tional pressures are very strong.
The churches are very strong
(numerically) but the level of
commitment is sometimes
fairly superficial. The Charis­
matic influence has been very
pronounced, particularly that
of John Wimber and his Third
Wave influence. There is some
uncertainty as to how long Sin­
gapore will be able to maintain
its present affluent lifestyle.
Even now there is an almost
total dependence upon immi­
grant workers to do many of
the manual and menial tasks.
Many Filipino maids are being
exploited in Singapore. Allan
noted possibly less religious
freedom in Singapore than on
previous visits. Christians are
under surveillance and several
charisma tic churches have been
instructed to scale down their
evangelistic activities.

The Webb's final six days
were spent in Miri visiting Ray
and Shamini Haverfield, two
members of the Swanston Street
missionary family. Ray is pres­
ently the Academic Dean and
lecturer at the Malaysia Evan­
gelical College (MEC), which
is under the auspices of the SIB
church. There are now over500
SIB churches throughout
Sarawak and Sabah but at
present there are only 19 stu­
dents in training at MEC. The
need for more pastors is criti­
cal. Even existing pastors tend
to change churches every three
years and so there tends to be a
crisis of leadership within the
SIB church. The SIB churches
tend to be very charismatic and
we sensed an urgent need for
sound expository Bible teach­
ing-

0 Worship in the tropics

Sunday in Mackay
A typically balmy spring morn­
ing has again spread itself
abroad and the fronds of crim­
son bougainvillea crown an
array of lush green shrubbery.
The gardens colourfully greet
all those who meet in there.
The people enter quietly now,
small groups of twos, fours and
fives—adults, children, babies,
teenagers—all small parts of a
much larger whole, having a
common bond and purpose for
gathering.

Quiet music is playing in the
background, as I casually watch
those filling the room. I'm re­
minded of the many activities
undertaken and the talents pos­
sessed by that part of God's
family that is the church in
Mackay, Qld. Coming to wor­
ship are those responsible for
the youth ministry, and scat­
tered around are familiar faces
from KYB. The busy sounds of
children settling for worship
time bring to mind those who
serve in the Sunday School—a
steadily expanding area of min­
istry—and also those involved
in the Boys' Brigade and Play­
group ministry. Midweek ac­
tivities provide great sources
of fellowship and potential
ministry for the church. Five
home groups meet on a regular
weekly basis for prayer, study
and fellowship.

Another mid-week activity
providing vast potential for
evangelism is the "Come and
Do" program—a series of craft
sessions organised from within
the church, but catering for
anyone wishing to attend. Of
the 70-80 ladies in regular at­
tendance, only a small number
(about 10%) are Christian. So
therein lies great potential!

As with many churches the
congregation is greatly varied, ;
and the faces I watch in wor­
ship around me range from
wrinkled tiny babies through
to those faces thatshow deeper
lines. Great emphasis this year
has been placed on building i
relationships within thechurch
body—taking time to get to i
know more fully a brother or
sister, whether one of long­

standing acquaintance, or one
of the many new members
among us.

Congregational growth has
been consistent in our group
this year. Our morning attend­
ance is now usually in the vi­
cinity of 150. Several have been
welcomed into the family by
transfer or relocation, and we
have experienced the joy of
sharing in 10 baptisms so far
this year. In February, Terry
Paris, along with his wife Fay
and their family, joined us as
an associate minister, with the
particular area of youth and
young adult ministry as his role.
This facet of the ministry is also
one with great growth poten­
tial, no t only within the present
church composition, but also
considering the population
make-up of Mackay as a whole.

The worship and commun­
ion time continues around me,
as the rays of tropical spring
sunshine stream in and creep
further across the floor. Out­
side, past the gardens and
fences, lies the city of Mackay.
Surely our overriding aim as a
church, as the Lord leads us
into 1992, must be to continue
to reach as many individuals in
that city as we can, bringing
with us the good news of Jesus.

—Sally Haynes

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open
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Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

Leadership Style at
Glen Waverley

To the Editor,
As an elder at Glen Waverley

where Ron Elboume is the sen­
ior minister, I must respond to
some misconceptions and in­
nuendoes about the style of
church government and minis­
try here. Yes! We do expect Ron
to provide visionary leader­
ship, but we do not expect him
to make all decisions—only
autocrats do that.

In fact, we have five working
groups, set up to develop, pro­
mote, administer and make
decisions concerning their min­
istry areas: Church Growth,
Pastoral, Christian Education,
Youth and Administration.
Each group meets monthly or
bimonthly and comprises a
minister, at least one elder and
one deacon and co-opted mem­
bers. Group numbers range
from 6 to 10 and total 30 mem­
bers overall. Under the um­
brella of these ministry groups
are fellowship, education, cell,
youth, church school, interest
and point of entry groups for
which over 80 leaders are re­
sponsible. Many others serve
as co-ordinators, counsellors,
worship assistants, book­
room/coffee-shop helpers,
musicians and singers etc. Our
members exercise their own
ministries but function together
as a body should.

The eldership comprises the
ministry team and lay elders. It
is responsible for the care, de-
velopmentand operation of the
whole body. The relationship
between the senior minister, his
ministry colleagues and the lay
elders is one of mutual trust,
love and respect. This does not
imply "perpetual agreement"
as some critics impute. For
somematters, months of prayer
and discussion are required
before a decision is made. Most
importantly, the direction of
this church is firmly based on
Christ's "Great Commission".
This provides a unity of pur­
pose, which every church
needs.

—David Patterson
(Glen Waverley, Vic)

Reconciliation
To the Editor,

Today we have distressing
situations of separated Chris­
tians, husbands and wives with
no thought of reconciliations
taking place, no forgiveness,
no-one prepared to talk, no-
one prepared to say, "I'm
sorry."

We Christians, the body of
Christ, know that Christ died
for us that we all might have
peace with God.

Does the sacrifice mean noth­
ing to us that Christ died for
our sin? Reconciliation, forgive­
ness, compassion and the love
of God are needed in our soci­
ety and church today.

Paul's preaching and teach­
ing of the Gospel had, I believe
a thrust to stem the continuing
broken marriage vows of his
day which today is affecting
our families and the life of our
churches.

Radio and TV present cur­
rent affairs, the church presents
the gospel of Christ, i.e. recon­
ciliation.

2 Corinthians 5:18,19: God
has given to us ministry of rec­
onciliation.

Colossians 1:20: Communion
is the forgiveness-reconcilia­
tion through the blood of his
Cross and verse 22 in the body
of his flesh through death to
present us holy to God.

Ephesians 2:16: Both Jew and
Gentile reconciled unto God in
onebody by the cross (the death
of Christ).

Romans 5:10: We were en­
emies reconciled to God by the
death of his Son being saved by
his life.

Ezekiel 45:15: To make rec­
onciliation for Israel. One lamb
out of the flock out of the fat
pastures of Israel as a meat-
bumt-peace offering.

—H.L. Pietzsch
(Hurstbridge, Vic)

Our Organ
To the Editor,

It was good news to read
("AC 1 September) that the
Hindmarsh folk are pleased
that their pipe organ is to be
installed at Grote Street. As a
former member of Norwood
Tabernacle I know that former
Norwood members will share 

with me in saying "our organ",
and going back through its ear­
lier home it was purchased
from the Norwood Wesley
Church during the ministry of
the late A.C. Rankine.

—Howard Folland
(Bassendean, WA)

Historic Instrument
To the Editor,

Readers of the article, "Grote
Street Acquires Historic Instru­
ment" ("AC, 21 September
1991), would gain the impres­
sion that the pipe organ had
always been in the Hindmarsh
church.

That particular pipe organ
was acquired by the Norwood
Church of Christ in 1912 from
the Norwood Wesley Church.
The Norwood church later in­
stalled an electrical pumping
system, but retained the
manual pump for use in the
event of a power failure.

When the Norwood church
sold its chapel building in 1956 

the Hindmarsh church was
glad to purchase the pipe or.
gan for a nominal sum.

The Grote Street church
could have had its "miracle" in
1956, but when the availability
of the pipe organ was men­
tioned to the choirmaster at the
time he was interested only ina
modem instrument.

—Murray Parker
(Rosslyn Park, SA)

Balook
is a tiny unspoilt hamlet

surrounded by the unique
Tarra-Bulga National Park,
two and a half hours from

Melbourne
Central heating

Log fires
Transport from Traralgon

station by arrangement
Fem Valley
Guest House

RMB 7565, Balook 3971
Phone (051) 96 6141

Letters firomm Terftnuns

When DW Yota Lasft Dowofte
Someone ft© Chwrch?

To the Editor,
The speaker at our evangelism seminar was a well-turned-out,

enthusiastic young man. He wasn't afraid of asking a few hard
questions. The one that hit me was, "When did you last invite
someone to church?" I simply couldn't remember and was over­
come with guilt.

But I've been thinking since. I've read the Book of Acts through
a few times and I don't remember the early Christian expecting
people to come to church to be evangelised. It appears that the
Christians went out to get people where they were and having
won them to Christ then brought them to church. I don't think I d
be so good at that either. But I'm sure I would have a go at it if
someone gave me a few lessons. We always seem to be urged to
go out and witness but no one tells us how, not even the well-
h’E’ed-out, enthusiastic young man at the seminar.

Then I began thinking of the few friends and acquaintances I
have outside the church. Why don't I invite them? I came to the
conclusion that what goes on at our services suits us fine but
wouldn't mean a thing to them.

But if we are going to invite outsiders to church there's going
,° ,.ve to be a lot of changes in our services. Or maybe before
mviting them to church services we should invite them first to
church things that they can cope with.

I hat thought made me recall that my wife and I invited next-
afteJan Cai01Sby candIelight- So 1 don't feel 4uite s0 guilty

Hoping you are the same.
_Tertius
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News

° New work commenced Comectooin)
QJfPfpejr Vaura VaOOey (MF to (Sood! Stoirt

Some of the people meeting at Woori Yallock

On 15 September at 2 pm the
first of a series of four services
were held at the Woori Yallock
Primary School to test the wa­
ters regarding the commenc­
ing of a church in the Upper
Yarra Valley, Vic.

Over 60 adults and eightchil-
dren attended the first service.
The services have been organ­
ised by the Montrose, Vic,
church as an outreach in the
area.

At the end of the first four
weeks leaders of the Montrose
church met with people from
the area who have been in­
volved in the services to dis­
cuss the next step in the possi­
ble formation of a new church.
Neil Galbraith, the minister at
Montrose, says there is there is
great potential in the area, and
services will now continue each
Sunday at 9 am.

At the first service there were 

over 10 members of the local
community in attendance.
There are also several mem­
bers of the Montrose church
who live in the area and regu­
larly travel about 30 km to
Montrose for worship.

The speakers at the first se­
ries of services were Neil
Galbraith and John Sharpe. On
the first day the music was pro­
vided by the Young People's
Band from Montrose.

° Celebrating with
song

Oakleigh 75
200 filled the Oaldeigh, Vic,
church at the morning service
on 22 September to celebrate
the church's 75th anniversary.

With Alison Walpole on the
organ and Hilda Brown on the
piano, Horrie Walpole led a
pre-service sing-a-long.

A quartette from Box Hill
(Julie Waterhouse, Carolyn
Hunt, Ann Salisbury and
Martina Osswald) with Jennie
Clare on piano added much to
the worship.

David Fraser read the scrip-.
tures and C.HJ. (Jim) Wright
spoke on "Inspiring Com­
pany", with the minister, Jack
Edwards, presiding over the
service.

185 remained for the lunch­
eon at which Jim Wright remi­
nisced on 50 years in the minis­
try. —Jack Edwards

s—^Christian Women Communicating International
f QiG) 25th Birthday Celebrations

Speaker: Miss Jean Raddon
1966-1991 (Vic)
Bendigo Day Convention, Thursday, 24 October 1991,

9.45 am-2.45 pm
St Andrew's Uniting Church, Myer Street, Bendigo.

Enquiries: Mrs J. Bailey (054) 46 1704
Melbourne Coffee and Dessert Evening, Friday, 25 October 1991,

7.30 pm
Blackburn Baptist Church, Holland Road, Blackburn

RSVP: Mrs M. Galbraith (03) 898 3800
All Ladies Most Welcome

€1 kanal)
CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day, home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa. Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us:J- , CHR ST AN COMMON TY
El Kanan Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

In the article " Pilgrimage to
Bundaberg" ("AC", 5 October)
the person who visited
Bundaberg was Bill Bule (not

! John Buli). Bill's position then,
as now, was Executive Direc­
tor of the Conference of
Churches of Christ in Vanuatu.--——---
° Sent to Yokohama

ODD J^fp^DD
About 18 months ago we saw a

! small ad in The Australian Chris­
tian calling for volunteers to go ,
to Singapore as SPOT workers
for OMF. As the job was to care
for children of OMF candidates
while they attended lectures, it
was thought that it would only
be suitable for young people.
However, as grandparents, we
were privileged to be able to go
and share in this program for
eight weeks last year and it was
a very rewarding experience.

We had understood this to
be a "one-off' assignment but,
following our return, early this
year we were again approached
by OMF from Singapore to ask
if we would consider going to
Japan for one year to take the
place of missionaries who were
going on home assignment. The
job was to work in an English
centre attached to the localOMF
church to conduct conversa­
tional English classes. Not be­
ing qualified teachers, we were
a little dubious, but after
prayerful consideration we
were accepted and are now here
in Yokohama, having com­
pleted eight weeks of "teach­
ing". The centre is part of the
outreach program of the church
and there are about 100 stu­
dents involved, both children
and adults, in 17 classes from
Tuesday to Friday each week.
We are enjoying the work, the

| people are extremely friendly
and helpful and we pray that
the Lord will open up avenues

; of witness through this area.
Please pray for us that the

Lord will continue to guide us
and strengthen us in the day

I ahead. —Graham and
Vai Underhill ;

(Kingsley, WA, church)
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Media Review

Papers
Hope and
Despair:
The Human
Condition in
Environmental
Issues
by Peter Newman

Rain forest deterio­
ration, land degrada­
tion, water pollution,
Bhopal and Chernobyl,
urban sprawl, ozone
depletion, poverty and
war.

These issues may
lead us to despair, but
Dr Newman calls us to
hope. This paper ex­
plores environmental
theology and offers al­
ternative visions to
those of despair. In the
context of the sustain­
able development de­
bate this author dis­

cusses global stories of hope, encouraging local case studies and
the role of the individual. Peter Newman is Associate Professor in
Environmental Science and Director of the Institute for Science
and Technology Policy at Murdoch University in Perth.

Hope and Despair: The Human Condition in Environmental Issues
is published by the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Society
and is available from Zadok, Blackall St, Barton 2600. Phone (06)
273 1634 for $4 plus 90c postage.

Books

The Man Who Claimed To Be Cod
by David Hewitson (Albatross Books) $9.95

"Who do you say that I am?" Jesus' question has confronted
each generation, and each individual who has heard of him, for
the past 2,000 years.

Contending that, over the centuries, disjointed or incomplete
understandings of Jesus have developed—"the pale Galilean",
"the revolutionary"—David Hewitson attempts, in this slim
volume, to present to us the Biblical Jesus. Many people see Jesus
as a significant historical figure, a great and good man, an
important philosopher and ethical teacher; but unless we accept
his ultimate claim—to be the Son of God—he must be, as C.S.
Lewis puts it, "either a lunatic—on a level with the man who says
he is a poached egg—or else he would be the Devil of Hell".
Hewitson plainly places before us the evidence for the acceptance
of Jesus' claim.

To those who would try to make Jesus in their own image—to
support a particular point of view—the author says, "Jesus must
be allowed to be himself. We must let the New Testament speak
to us about him without any alterations or amendments." He
places Jesus in his historical, social and cultural context, but
stresses his direct relevance to each of us today; noting, "He liked
to give his hearers the opportunity to make their own responses
to what he said about himself."

Miracles are described as the "speeding up" of the natural
processes of creation—doing quickly what God does constantly
"in a more leisurely way". They are seen as living parables—the
meeting of a physical need mirrors Jesus' ability to fulfil a parallel
spiritual need. Other topics include the kingdom of God, life in
the kingdom, the titles of Jesus and his death and resurrection.

David Hewitson concludes, "With an open mind and open
heart, we can look into the Gospels and see Jesus risen from the
dead and alive forever more. We see him set free from time and
space so that he may make himself known to us. And he does—
when in genuine humility we reach out to him."

This book could be easily read at one sitting; it tells the Gospel
story clearly and directly.

—Graeme Addicott

10 (450) The Australian Christian 19 October

A Yearbook for Australian Churches
1992

The Christian Research Association will release the second
edition of A Yearbook for Australian Churches—1992 in November
of this year at a cost of $18 post paid.

The 1991 Yearbook was received extremely well. It provided
clergy, church workers and other interested people with a wide
range of information. The Yearbook is becoming established as a
standard reference work for those involved in church and Chris­
tian work in Australia.

A special feature in the 1992 Yearbook is a section listing
religious periodicals published in Australia. Over 200 publica­
tions are listed in this section in two categories: denominational
and religious bodies (alphabetical) and non-denominational and
specialist (this category is further subdivided into 27 other cat­
egories).

Other special features are articles reflecting on church life in
Australia from the Baptist Church, Churches of Christ (written by
Ian Allsop), Coptic Orthodox Church, Presbyterian Church and
the Salvation Army, articles about the multicultural church in
Australia from the Anglican Church, Baptist Church, Catholic
Church and Uniting Church and research articles from sociolo­
gists of religion.

For orders contact either Peter Bentley or 'Tricia Blombery at
theChristian Research Association, 6 Balfour St, Wollstonecraft

I 2065. Phone (02) 438 2837.



People

° Dennis and Wilma Jetta

OiradasctioirQ aft Mooroopna
Over 100 adults and children
said "Gawaimbanna", “Wel­
come", to Dennis and Wilma
Jetta at the induction of Dennis
as minister to the Mooroopna,
Vic, church on Sunday, 29 Sep­
tember.

Greetings were extended to
visitors from Bimbadeen,
Echuca, Albury, Shepparton
and Melbourne from Vic-Tas
secretary Harold Taylor, who
also read out a letter of encour­
agement to the Jettas from
Avon Moyle. The Mooroopna
ladies gave an item, and the
music for the 11 am service was
provided by Arthur Duke and
May Taylor on the organ, John
(Sandy) Atkinson on steel gui­
tar and Dennis Jetta, guitar.

President for the induction
service was former minister of
the church and now Dean at
Bimbadeen College, Dennis
Atkinson. Cecil Grant of
Albury gave the address. The
service was followed by a bas­
ket lunch down the road at
Rumbalara Aboriginal Centre
and a rally in the fine hall there.
Tire grand old hymns and cho­

ruses rang out to the guitar
music with accompaniment at
times of Darren Whighton on
his didgeridoo and Cec and
Laurel Grant's little grandson,
Dallas, on his smaller version.
Testimonies were given and
Dennis Jetta addressed his new
congregation and the visitors.

The Mooroopna church had
its beginnings forty years ago
when Roy Clydesdale from the
Shepparton church became
"elder-overseer" of a group of
people who had originated
down river at Cummeragunja
and were then living on the
riverbank at Mooroopna. Five
years and a lot of dedicated
work later the church was
formed and received into the
Vic-Tas Conference. Sonny
Graham came to the ministry
there from the College of the
Bible and Max and Naomi
Wright served from 1979 to
1984.

Denis and Maureen
Atkinson were inducted into
the ministry at Mooroopna
early in 1987 and continued to
build up and encourage the

o Special function at Marion

Keith Home Moves Further
into "Retirement"
After more than four decades
of outstanding ministry to our
churches, Keith Home will be
honoured at a special function

Keith Horne

to be held at the Marion, SA,
church on Saturday, 16Novem-
ber, commencing at 7.30 pm. A
large crowd is expected to be
on hand to pay tribute to a man
who has given leadership at
the local church level, as well
as both state and national lev­
els.

Billeting can be arranged for
interstate visitors by phoning
the Marion Church on (08) 277
7388 or writing to the church,
cnr Marion Road and
Alawoona Avenue, Mitchell
Park 5043. Sunday, 17 Novem­
ber will also be a special day,
with Keith preaching at both
the 8.45 and 10.30 am services,
followed by an informal "Open
House" at the church between
2 and 4 pm.

Dennis and Wilma Jetta

church. At the beginning of
1990, however, they resigned
from the Federal Aborigines
Board as Denis took the posi­
tion of Dean of Bimbadeen Col­
lege (AEF) at Cootamundra in
NSW.

Another well-known name
connected with the Mooroopna
Church is that of the late Sir
Douglas Nichols.

Peter Rama Rua conducted
an interim ministry with the
Mooroopna Church while they
sought a full-time minister.

Dennis Jetta is a West Aus­
tralian from the Harvey church
who became a Christian in the
early days of the Bunbury
Noongar Fellowship, which is
now affiliated with the WA
Conference and is known as
the Bunbury Christian Fellow­
ship.

Dennis was a Field Officer
with the Department of Educa­
tion, Employment and Train­
ing in WA and resigned from
that well-paid job to become a
pastor to his people. He held
the voluntary position of Re­
gional Councillor with the
newly established Aboriginal
and Torres Strait Islanders
Commission (ATSIC) but has
had to relinquish that position
with the move to Mooroopna.

Wilma has studied maths,
English and Aboriginal stud­
ies as a mature age student and
is the mother of six children
and grandmother of thirteen.
To prepare forministry Dennis
has completed the Sight and
Sound course through the Ad­
elaide College of Ministries. He

i has also had a weekly ministry

for some years at the Bunbury
Regional Prison.

Dennis was an elder of the
Bunbury Christian Fellow­
ship for eight years and also
provided full-time leadership
there for a period before begin­
ning a ministry at Pingelly.
They come to Mooroopna
Church from an eighteen-
month period of ministry at
Pingelly, WA.—Betty Bantow

Darren Whighton and
: Dallas on didgeridoos

Christian Fellowship Association
Annual Meeting of Subscribers

and Agents
Tuesday, 26 November 1991,6.30-9 pm

Surrey Hills Church ol Christ
1 The Avenue. Surrey Hills

Guest speaker: Hazel Williams
Development Officer, Churches AIDS

Pastoral Care and Education program—
an interchurch activity to recruit people to
become carers for persons with HIV'AIDS.

RSVP |to assist with catenng) Friday. 15
November, to Vai Bush on (03) 326 8977
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After nearly 15 years of
heated debate, 2 Lutheran
church bodies in India or­
dained women pastors for
the first time in their history
on 8 September. India is
the Sth Asian country that
has ordained Lutheran
women, after Hong Kong
(in 1989), Indonesia (1986),
Malaysia (Sabah, 1986) and
Japan (1976).

The 27-year-old Revesby
Presbyterian Church in
Sydney's south-western
suburbs was burnt to the
ground on 22 September.
One loss was a $20,000
organ, which was only in­
stalled 12 months ago.
Arson was suspected, to­
gether with vandalism.

At the 44th General Coun­
cil of the Assemblies of God
in the US delegates soundly
defeated a resolution that
would have allowed
credentialing of divorced
and remarried ministers if
the divorce and remarriage
took place prior to the per­
son's salvation.

No-comment Dept! Bob
Haifley says God spoke to
him 5 years ago, telling
him to build, using tooth­
picks, a life-size figure of
Jesus. Using tweezers,
Super Glue, and boxes of
various toothpicks, Haifley
began the task. After
2,500 hours and 65,000
toothpicks, the Califor­
nian finished the sculp­
ture he calls "The Gift".

Evangelist Billy Graham on
23 September at a rally on
the Great Lawn in Central
Park, New York, spoke to a
crowd of 250,000, his larg­
est North American audi-

istering to a community j
of 1,000 of Aboriginal,
European and Pacific Is-

I land origins.

World Vision opened its first
: office in the Soviet Union

on 1 October. It will be
headed by Serge Duss, a
Russian-born American.

■ One project the new office
will manage is the Children

I of Chernobyl project, which
i provides medical care for

children affected by radia- i
tion from the Chernobyl

i nuclear power plant disas-
' terof 5 years ago. Last year [

World Vision responded to
a request from the Soviet
government to provide

' l,000mini-librariesforpub-
, lie schools.

On 6 August 23 Christian
' dalits or people of "un­

touchable' caste were
i massacred by caste-Hin-
■ dus in the Indian village i

of Tsunduru near the city
1 of Guntur in the state of i

Andhra Pradesh. About
half ofthe16 million Chris-
tians in India (about 2.4%
of the total population of

' 830 million) are of sched-
| uled caste origin.

I The Episcopal Church (An-
I glican) in the Philippines
1 ordained Julieta Lumaguey-
i Taclobao as its first woman

priest at a ceremony held in
the National Cathedral in

i Manila during August.

■ Wrestling with Cod, the
dramatic film about Alex-
ander Campbell, the
"founder" of our Move­
ment in America, filmed
in 1989 in America, has
recently received several
motion picture awards. It
has received the CINE

ence. This rally was the 2nd
largest he has ever held
during his 40 years of min­
istry, behind an audience
of 1 million in Seoul, South
Korea, in 1984.

On 14 September at
Yirrkala, on the north­
western corner of the

Golden Eagle from the
Council of Non-Theatrical
Events. It has also received
two Crown awards from
the Christian Media Asso­
ciation and has been rec­
ognised by the Associa­
tion of Family Films.

Travel overseas for about 3 
Gulf of Carpentaria, Rev
Liyapidiny Marika was or­
dained to the Uniting
Church ministry. Liya­
pidiny is the first Abo­
riginal woman to be or­
dained in the Uniting
Church and will be min-

months, with airfares paid,
a living allowance and fee
allowance can be yours as a
Churchill Fellow. The aver­
age Churchill Fellowship is
worth about $12,000. To
date nearly 1,600 Austral­
ians have taken this oppor­

tunity to bring back knowl­
edge and skills for the en­
richment of Australian soci­
ety. Apply now for a 1993
Fellowship. Send a self-ad-
dressed stamped envelope
(24 x 12 cm) to: Applica­
tion Forms, The Winston
Churchill Memorial Trust,
218 Northbourne Ave,
Braddon 2601. Applications
close on 28 February 1992,

Bethlehem can no longer
be called a Christian city
following migration
caused by political unrest
and the drop in tourism
because of the Gulf War.
6 of the town's hostels
and 80 of its 84 restau­
rants have closed and 400
of the small workshops
that once made olive
wood souvenirs have
gone out of business, lift­
ing unemployment to
50%. Two-thirds of the
population is now Mus­
lim. Christians in the area
say they are treated by
Israelis as "Arabs" while
the Muslims see them­
selves as the only true Ar­
abs.

The United Nations has
chosen 1994 as the Inter­
national Year of the Family
and is planning world con­
ferences on the family's so­
cial, economic, cultural and
political rights.

The National Assembly of
the Presbyterian Church
in Australia reversed its
1974 decision to ordain
female ministers. The 5
women ordained since
then will retain their
present standing.

30 Baptist families in the
Soviet Union are rebuilding
a 16th century village 400
km south-west of Moscow
into a Christian community,
called "Baptist Garden". 2
years ago, members of the
Central Baptist Church in
Moscow began visiting pris­
oners and realised that ex­
prisoners had nowhere to
work. The government gave
them 5.5 acres of land and
the rebuilding project be­
gan. To finance it, the com­
munity is printing 10,000
copies of a collection of
poetry, plus raising a 10-

I year loan and encouraging
, tourism.

Youth With A Mission I
have claimed a mission
"record". When the team
from the mercy ship Pa­
cific Ruby docked recently
in Pitcairn Island (home
of the descendants of the
mutiny on the Bounty) it
meant that YWAM had
probably become the first
missionary group to have
served in every country in
the world.

A survey of service stations
in the southern outskirts of
Sydney is to be conducted
by the Social Action Group I
of the Gymea Baptist
Church. The survey's aim is
to compile a list of "Clean
Service Stations" where
people will not be con- I
fronted by X-rated or R- !

rated videos and maga­
zines.

At least 5 evangelical
churches have been de­
stroyed in Ethiopia as
Muslims and Orthodox
Christians try to restrict
the rapid growth of evan- j
gelical churches. Muslims
make up 35% of Ethio­
pia's 48 million popula­
tion and, backed by Arab
funding, are trying to
make Islam the state reli­
gion.

A Californian research li­
brary, the Huntington Li­
brary in Los Angeles, will
give scholars access to pho­
tographs of all the Dead
Sea Scrolls, ending the vir­
tual monopoly by a select
few who have controlled
the archaeological treasures
for 40 years. Until now, ac­
cess to 500 scrolls was lim­
ited to a small group of
scholar-editors with exclu­
sive authorisation from Is­
rael to assemble the jigsaw
puzzle of fragments, and to
translateand publish them.
Other academics long com­
plained that access was too
limited and publication
slow. Other groups pub­
lished the other 300 scrolls
discovered.

About 15,000 attended
evangelist Bill Newman's
crusade in Melitopol in the
U$$Rwith between 5,000
and 6,000 making first­
time decisions for Christ.
Bill Newman and his team
have also been on televi­

sion and attended civic
receptions.

The Bible Society in the UK
has made 23 of its staff (15%
of its workforce) redundant.
They blame a slump in sales
in the UK market, currently
15% below target.

Barnardo's, the leading
child-care charity in Brit­
ain, which was founded
on Victorian evangelistic
zeal, is dropping its Chris­
tian mission. After 125
years the organisation
says it is updating its im­
age to meet the needs of
Britain's multi-faith soci­
ety. The top management
have to be committed in
theirChristian faith, how­
ever with the new basis
and values the organisa­
tion aims to employ peo­
ple from a wider back­
ground.

During the last 12 years an
indigenous reformed con­
gregation in San Salvador,
capital of war-torn El Salva­
dor, has grown to 47,000
members and now employs
25 full-time ministers. The
congregation's annual
evangelistic rally attracts
90,000.

Israel's airlift of 14,000
Falashas, or black Jews,
from Ethiopia before
rebels took control has
resulted in many broken
families. The Israeli Su­
preme Court ruling that
Jewish converts to Chris­
tianity are no longer Jew­
ish, or at least deserving
Israeli citizenship, has
meant as many as 3,000
were left behind.

WEC (Worldwide Evangeli­
zation for Christ) mission­
aries are temporarily evacu­
ating Zaire because of de­
teriorating security in their
area. Many cities in the
country have been looted
and then burned by angry
soldiers, who have not been
paid for over two months.
It is also believed that Mis­
sionary Aviation Fellowship
have lost valuable equip­
ment and tools, essentia
for aircraft maintenance,
during the crisis in thecoun-
try, grounding six of their
nine planes for lackof main­

tenance.
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ORDINATION
SERVICES

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
THEOLOGICAL COLLEGE

A magnificent tour of both islands, including
Christchurch, Mt Cook, Queenstown & envi­
rons. Wanaka, Rotorua, Taupo, Waitomo, Bay
of Islands, Auckland and more. First-class re­
sorts and hotels, cooked breakfasts and din­
ners throughout. Internal flight between Islands.
Qantas flights. Only $2,550 twin share.

KIDSMIN CAMPS
Monbulk Girls’ Camp

5-9 January 1992

ADVENTURE CAMPS
Alpine Trek

4—11 January 1992
Organiser: Andrew Twining

Wilderness Experience
Alpine Trek

4-11 January 1992

THE VERY BEST OF NEW
ZEALAND

Departing 12 April 1992

Beth and John
Bridgford invite
you to join them

on their
personally

escorted 1992
tours

FRIDAY
22 NOVEMBER 1991

7.30 PM
BLACKMAN HALL

HAWTHORN INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
442 AUBURN ROAD, HAWTHORN

Overseas Mission Centenary Rally
Sunday, 27 October, at 2.45 pm

Lygon Street Church of Christ
54 Lygon Street, Carlton

• Julie Trinnick
• David Hanner

• Items from Overseas Groups
All churches are invited to bring a bus load

Make this a great celebration of 100 years of
Overseas Mission of Australian Churches of Christ

Details: Dorothy Geyer (03) 861 8558

Vevooica nBo’snaDy
Well-known Christian speaker on social issues and values

will speak at the
Breaking Free—Women and Men Reaching Their

Potential within the Church
gathering on 10 November 1991, 3-7:20 pm

Gardiner Church of Christ
Five workshops will provide the chance to examine more

closely an area of interest. Special activities for the children
will keep them happy. Meal included.

Enquiries: Louis or Joy on (03) 326 8977

1 YOUTH VISION CAMPINGI Banksia Young Peoples Camp
(16-25)

| 27 December 1991-2 January
1992

I Camp Director: John Sutton
Study Leader: Neale Meredith

waterfalls. The area takes in Mts Howitt, Viking and
Speculation and the Bluff. This is the area that
featured in the film The Man from Snowy River.
If you are over 14 and under 100 and reasonably fit
then you can do it. Experienced leaders will advise on
equipment and hike preparation, organise “training”
walks and guarantee a great experience.

Cost: $140 (subject to review)
Registration closes 8 November 1991

Contact Andrew Twining (03) 470 3462
Sponsored by the Vic-Tas Department of Mission

Education and Development

INTERESTED IN CAMPING?
Department of Mission, Education and Development
77 Capel Street, West Melbourne 3003 (03) 326 8900

FAMILY HOLIDAYS
Banksia Family Holiday 1

3-10 January 1992
Camp Director: Carl Clayden

Banksia Family Holiday 2
11-18 January 1992
Camp Directors: Neil & Jan

Galbraith
Banksia Family Holiday 3

19-26 January 1992
Camp Directors: Bruce & Chris

McKenzie and Malcolm &
Jill Gray

Halls Gap One-ParentlSingles
Family Holiday
27 December 1991-1 January

1992
Camp Director: Cheryl Johnson

Halls Gap Family Holiday
2-8 January 1992
Camp Directors: Ian & Glenys

Cartmel

THE HOLY LAND and/or
BRITAIN

AS NEVER BEFORE!
Departing September 1992

A comprehensive and inspirational tour through ISRAEL AND SIN Al
plus a leisurely tour through England, Scotland and Wales, staying
at church-owned STATELY HOMES AND CASTLES in England.
Also includes unique CANAL CRUISING in the picturesque English
canal system. Holy Land and Britain components can be taken

separately.

cenGuearFor further details, contact John or Beth at:
[pa 5 Camden Crt., Glen Waverley, Vic 3150

Phone (03) 560 3103Licence No. 30o64 ' •

There are two carparks, which are entered off Woodbum Road

An offering to help defray expenses will be taken

FTiBBSKW:

GRADUATION

19 October 1991 The Australian Christian (453) 13



World News

• Hardship, suffering, martyrdom

The Churs&D m Drasj]

D
n the last days, it is said, a
piece of bread will buy a
bag of gold. For our Chris­

tian brothers and sisters in Iraq
this is no prophecy. It is daily
life and a matter for our inter­
cessory prayer.

Visiting in the home of an
Iraqi brother and sister I inno­
cently asked how things were
in Iraq. I expected to hear that it
was tough,but thatpeople were
getting on. What I received
were tears and many reports of
great hardship, suffering and
even martyrdom.

In Baghdad, law and order
has broken down. Letters re­
port of a few Christians becom­
ing the target of reprisal. Other
reports share how many Chris­
tians are refused food with the
words, "Go to Bush," or some­
thing similar.

A recent visitor from Bagh­
dad mentioned that while most
seem to be employed, the aver­
age wage of approximately
$360 a week doesn't go far.
House rental averages $360 a
week, a kilo of meat is $120, a
kilo of flour $78! Most fruit is
too expensive—plums, which
are relatively cheap, were $210
a kilo. Many Christian villages
in the north were destroyed by

by Ted Bjorem
Kurdsand the Christians forced
to flee along with the Kurdish
rebels. But once in the refugee
columns, these Christians re­
port that they are denied the
same access to relief. For those
who exited to Turkey the re­
ports my brother shared are
even more depressing.

Before the war it was re­
ported that between 600,000
and 1,000,000 Iraqis were
"Christian". With few excep­
tions, these people are Assyrian
and mostly Orthodox. Presby­
terians, who began evangelis­
ing in the mid 1800s, constitute
the largest evangelical body.

Not until moving to Australia
and meeting some Assyrians
did I become aware that this
"nation" still exists and that
their church is of considerable
size in Iraq and Iran

The Persian/Assyrian
church, in what is today the
border area of Iraq and Iran,
south from Turkey, claims the
gospel first came to them
through the ministry of the
Apostle Thomas. Growing rap­
idly, the church suffered its first
major persecution in AD 33
when a revived Persian empire
defeated the Roman army. The
revived empire had adopted

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 2721600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

Zoroastrianism as its state reli­
gion and proclaimed adherence
a test of patriotism.

Nestorians and other Chris­
tian groups, not loyal to the
church in Rome, found accept­
ance in the new empire and
though some persecution per­
sisted the church grew rapidly
and expanded east and north
(eventually even into China in
the seventh century).

Islam came in AD 652. Its
evangelism was primarily by
thesword—convert orpay trib­
ute The surviving remnant
were allowed to evangelise
among non-Muslims. Ironi­
cally, one of the groups they
attempted to evangelise were
the Kurds.

• Ted Bjorem is a minister at the
Fairfield, NSW, church.

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
In its ministry among

Churches of Christ?

Why not include us in your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $...... (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
"The Australian Christian", the na­
tional journal of Churches of Christ
in Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

Service of
Thanksgiving and

Recognition
for

Stan and Phyl Lacey
celebrating their
50th Wedding
Anniversary
to be held on

IT October, 10 am
at Croydon Church

of Christ
followed by
morning tea.

Former members and
friends are invited to

celebrate with them at
this time.

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seav/ew Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development

Kenmore
Chrisman
CoDlege

draining Servants
for Ministry"

R.W. Tippett
Principal

41 Brookfield Road
Kenmore 4069
Phone (07) 378

7633
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Exorcising the Dodl©

xcuse the computer-age
pi jargon but it seems most
—i appropriate to a topic that

is near and dear to my heart.
Which is building a congre­

gation that is sensitive to the
needs of all those that sit in the
pews already, those that I
would like to see there and even
the leader out front. Having
three children and two sons-
in-law as well as myself who
are no strangers to platform
ministry, and having read the
debate on ministers that has
been pursued over recent edi­
tions of The Australian Christian
it seems that a lot of ministers
don't feel there is very much
friendliness towards them out
there in "pewland".

What I want to address over
the next few issues is the state
of our congregations, and what
we can do to improve their
image—to make them more
user friendly. Friendliness,
openness, is the foundation of
making a congregation respon­
sive to newcomers.

Just think, only the other
Sunday some people arrived at
oneof ourlargerchurches. They
were not inconspicuous, he was
over six feet tall, she was beau­
tiful by any criterion and they
had with them two children.
As it was, they were allowed to
enter, engage in the service and
depart without anyone saying
at least, "G'day." And this is
not an isolated incident, and
it's not restricted to larger
churches.

A few years ago my daugh­
ter Cathy and I entered a
church, stayed for the service,
left, then re-entered and left
again and we still didn't rate a
smile let alone a handshake.

Is it any wonder that the folks
out there, the non-church
attenders, find it difficult to
break through. They get ig­
nored, while the regulars fall
all over each other with hugs
and kisses, well, maybe a hand­
shake. On the other hand, if
they go to the pub, they can feel
assured of a warm welcome,
and familiar surroundings.
There's always someone pre­
pared to make conversation, as
we found recently while attend­
ing a conference in the UK, and
of course the food is usually

• You've got to be kidding!

TTGn© Us<2D° MemODy
Owdhi
by Brian Mee

cheaper there than elsewhere.
But what diet do we offer them
in church? Hard wooden pews
or plastic chairs that are terri­
ble on the haemorrhoids for
openers, followed by music/
hymns that were possibly an­
cient when Wesley was a twin­
kle in his father's eye. Then of
course the main course—when
you can expect anything from
15 to 45 minutes ofpure jargon.
Let's face it, we Christians have
a language all of our own. But
then to top it all off we expect
people to pay for the privilege.

How would you react to an
advertisement in one large
church (notChurches of Christ)
with a larger number than usual
baptisms expected: "Babies can
be baptised at either end." (Of
the church that is.)

So what do we do? Shorten
the time? Exchange our
wooden pews for more plastic
ones and then make a circle?
Introduce a more recent trans­
lation of the Bible than that 

authorised in 1611? No—these
are only bits of sticking plaster,
they do not deal with the real
sickness.

Christians have to to change
their mind set. They have got to
want their church, their con­
gregation, to actively reach out
and accept the people that God i
gives them. ;

This means, first get rid of !
the exclusive attitude that we .
have and become inclusive.
Don't see yourselves having a I
monopoly on the truth. Other i
denominations (I know we're
supposed to be a movement) I
can be just as right or just as I
wrong as we are. Remember j
the people coming into your
church for the first time are not
interested in the name above :
the door—but the nature of the
people and preacher inside.

Next, get rid of that judge- |
mental attitude, and don t kid
yourself—we've all got one.
Don't set pre-conditions on
what has got to be worn (or not 

worn) or on what length of hair
a person has or question who
they are living with. One local
church in our vicinity prints a
clothing code and considering
it includes the non-wearing of
shorts (don't forget this is
Queensland) I'm surprised they
have anything left but grease
spots. Shock! Horror! But we
even have people in our con­
gregation that smoke and who
enjoy their occasional glass that
isn't non-alcoholic. I may de­
plore the nicotine habit from
the health perspective but not
the pastoral one. Let God sort
out these things. He will—just
give him time!

Lastly, well for this epistle
anyway, get rid of that pious
attitude, which when mixed
with a miserable face is guar­
anteed to kill any prospective
visitor's enthusiasm. We don't
have to hit them with the four
spiritual laws, or why the
Churches of Christis (or should
that be "are"?) right, or why
they should ignore that per­
son, or that place or that what­
ever.

Don't you realise what a
daunting person a sober, 60-
year-old male in a black suit
can be, especially when his con­
versation is salted with thees
and thous? (Slight exaggera­
tion.)

User friendly—you'vegot to
be kidding! The name of the
game is discipleship and be- 1
lieve me—at the rate we're go­
ing—we're lost.

• Brian Mee is the minister at the
Nerang, Qld, church. Brian
writes: "This series is not meant
to be a criticism of any other
person's ministry but my own.
For me it has been part of the
practiceof self-assessment on the
basis that we should always be !
looking at what we are doing,
why we are doing it and, if we are
going to continue the practice,
how we can improve. /Is one
tinned milk brand once adver­
tised, ’Our milk comes from con­
tented cows,' only to be followed
by one of their competitors say­
ing, 'Our milk does not come
from contented cows—they are
trying to do better.' As a Chris­
tian and a minister, I hope I am
trying to do better!"
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Teaching Sunday School or R.E. in schools?

.Ph
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MARRIAGES

HOLIDAYS

DEATHS

BUILDERS

Free sample pack

st?

IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations—
kitchens and bathrooms. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.____________

WHITE—BARNETT The marriage
of Vi White to Roy Barnett of Chel­
tenham church was celebrated at
Doncaster church by Ron White of
Noble Park church on 12 October.
Present address 6 Viola Crescent,
Highett 3190.__________________

REES (PETTIGROVE) May. Passed
away 26 August. Loved wife of
Arthur Reed (dec) and Fred Rees
(dec). Loving and much loved Mum
and Nana May to Bev and Ian,
Geoff and Rosslyn, Ken and Robyn,
and their families. A very special
lady!
STALEY 0ONES) Elsie May. On 2
October at Emmaus, Murrum-
beena. Loving wife of Ted (dec).
Loved mother of Les, Ken, Noel,
Cliff, Geoff and Bruce. Nanna of 20
and Great Gran of 14.

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car­
penter and joiner. Carports,
deckings and pergolas, home main­
tenance and repairs, home altera­
tions, staircase, handrail specialist.
For free quotes please ring (03) 729
6415 or (03) 761 4190.

Casual Dec 91-Easter 92. Lease
Winter 92. Telephone (07) 206
3001.
VICTOR HARBOR Now available
for the summer! Cosy 2BR cottage.
Cheaper than a cabin and better'
Phone (08) 276 6605.

Christian Education Publications has a growing ministry
among many churches throughout Australia and New Zealand
through its Bible-centred curriculum materials for Sunday
Schools and R.E. in schools.

The Trowel Curriculum for Sunday Schools and the Sword
for R.E. in schools are written by people who know
children and the way in which they learn. We provide a
Teacher's Manual for the year and workbooks for each
semester. The Teachers’ Manuals give comprehensive
help to teachers. They outline lesson plans, give ideas
for presentation, aids and activities.
Trowel & Sword workbooks are prepared for four
different age groups. Wherever possible, the same
Bible passage is used across the four levels. Lesson
aims and worksheets are different at each level.

To evalute these resources for yourself, send for
your free Sample pack and current catalogue. We
think you'll be encouraged by what you find..

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone(053) 566300.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
ROSEBUD WEST Comfortable
home opposite beach on large
block. Close to all conveniences.
Bookings being taken for school
holidays. Enquiries on (03) 878
0986 (AH).
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­

CHURCH OF CHRIST LYONS ACT
25TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS 1991

9.30 am, 3 November, D’Arcy Wood, Minister of the Uniting
Church, Canberra City

9.30 am, 10 November, Graham Garrett, Senior Lecturer in
Theology, St Mark’s National Theological Centre,
Canberra

9.30 am, 17 November, Jill Mendham, Chaplain to the
Australian National University

9.30 am, 24 November, Gordon Stirling, Minister of the
Bellarine Peninsula Church of Christ and pioneer
minister of the Churches of Christ in the ACT

7 pm, 3,10,17 November, Dennis Nutt, Lecturer in New
Testament, NSW Churches of Christ Theological
College

7 pm, 4 November, Kevin Caulton, Minister of the Church of
Christ at Lyons

All are welcome—please let us know if you can be here.
Phone Warwick Wright on (06) 281 3088 (AH)

or Kevin Caulton on (06) 282 1502 (BH)

ful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilqarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.
SURFERS PARADISE, GOLD
COAST High rise. Ocean and river
views. 2 bedroom with ensuite.

Try the
Trowel & Sword Curricula

Please send me a free sample pack of Trowel and
Sword Curricula and current catalogue.

Name....................................................................................

Address..................................................................................

P/Code.

Church..

Christian Education Publications
P.O. Box A 287, Ph: (02) 283-2640
Sydney South 2000 Fax: (02) 283-3987

■y



INKIER FAITH TRAVEL IPTTV LITE)
Our Christian Travel Agency

ACN 010 648 316
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Younth Ministry

I—. —Jhe over-simplified an­
swer to this question is
of course—yes. Ina vari­

ety of situations and in a
number of churches I see the
question, however, as not, "Do
worship and youth ministry
mix?" bu t rather, "How do they
mix?"

Historically, the church in
Australia across denomina­
tional lines tried to enforce a
pattern of worship upon a gen­
eration of young people, of
which I was a part, where there
was no thought of relevance. In

• The most successful activity for the growth
of youth ministry in the local church is
relevant worship on a Sunday

W©o°s!h)o[]j amdO
Wut&D Momsftoy:

E)© TT[h<ay Mix?
by Craeme Hush

ever. I am continually disheart­
ened when this issue repeat-

recentmonths that espouse one
extreme or the other on this

have a more lasting effect on
young people's lives than any­
thing else I do in programming.
Barry McMurtrie talks often
about "worship as evange­
lism". There is nothing in this
world that meets certain needs
in our lives like relevant wor­
ship and so it is unrivalled in
the market place.

Over a number of years now,
that is the thing that has an­
chored youth ministry in some
(notenough) local churches and
will effectively build up young
people to be confident and ex­

response, youth work was de­
fiant in its "let's sing some re­
cent choruses and pick some
favourites" approach. Even
sadder than this, it was often
the case that our youth pro­
grams were the place to sing
contemporary songs of wor­
ship because they hardly ever
happened in the context of our
church services and anything
that appeared on overhead pro­
jection was to be treated with
theological caution. An obvi­
ous tension would grow be­
tween young people and older
people in the church to the det­
riment of the family.

The thing that concerns me
greatly is that the problems in
our churches with relation to
the balance of hymns and cho­
ruses are still as real today as

edly rears its head when I'm
conducting worship seminars
across the country.

When are we going to learn?
Just as our forefathers were
moved by the revered hymns
of the faith that were often re­
written tunes of the secular
music world, so, too, this gen­
eration needs to be encouraged
by the music of this era. No, not
that we would just follow the
world's trend but that we
would lead the world in a more
excellent way of relevance and
harmony as the church did in
times one by. It seems to me
that at depicted times in his­
tory, the church led the way in
the arts and education—well
it's past time for that again.

I have read countless articles
in The Australian Christian over

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne

Scnr Swanston &
e Lonsdale Streets)

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m. Worship & Communion

Services
7.00 p.m. Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

issue. Can't we see that all we
are doing is further polarising
the protagonists, which ulti­
mately grieves God when his
way is one of balance, toler­
ance and support?

I'm speaking to young peo­
ple and older people alike when
I say that it matters not if we
don't like some things in our
worship services. So what if we
don't? Taste has little to do with
this argument and yet it seems
to dominate it.

Why am I harping on this
issue? It is because I am strongly
convicted that the most suc­
cessful activity for the growth
of youth ministry in the local
church is relevant worship on a
Sunday. There is nothing like
it! In this entertainment-orien­
tated market of fast sell and ad
saturation, I have found that
relevant (and I don't mean un­
dignified) worship services

cited about their faith and their
church. The flow on from this
can bring an amazing impact
on the local community.

Relevant worship—it is not
just about contemporary cho­
ruses or revered hymns. It's
about developing an atmos­
phere of life, energy and fam­
ily. Family only happens when
all ages can feel secure in their
right to be different and can
tolerate change.

Worship is the core of effec­
tive youth ministry in the local
church. 1 Timothy 4:11-16

• Graeme Hush is the youth min­
ister at the Hobart, Tas, church.

Edited by Andrew Ball, Field Di­
rector of the Vic-Tas Department
of Mission, Education andDevel-

, opment and the Australian Board
of Church Development and Edu-

\ cation.
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