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Guesft Editorial

o Witnessing to the Australian society

Stayfimig] CDose snrod Being
a (Good Odoor

by Geoffrey Risson
(jjf* everal years ago now,
\\ my family and I went

to a barbecue to share
an evening meal with a
family we had only recently
met. The wife of this family
had just becomea Christian
and I had very recently
baptised her. We were just
sharing a meal so we could
get to know each other as
families, and a barbecue
was com fortable ground for
the husband to meet us on!

And I guess you could
say he was a typical Aussie. Strong and
muscular, with a "man's job", going to
church was the last place you would find
him. And as we talked together by our­
selves over the cooking meat, for a mo­
ment I was amazed! Here was this strong
bronzed Aussie, whodidn'tappearto have
any religion in him, being concerned about
his life and Christ coming again! To meet
him initially onewould not writehim down
as a good "prospect" to become a Chris­
tian (but eventually he did).

But we should expect such people to
respond to becoming a Christian. Let me
put Ananias and Paul from Acts 9 into a
modern setting. Your church where you
attend is into door-to-door witnessing. It's
Tuesday night again and you are one of the
five brave people who have fronted up.
The minister hands you your two prospect
cards for you to visit that night. Card one
reads "Paul of Tarsus. Educated and fa­
natical Pharisee. Presently engaged in
throwing Christians into prison. Last re­
port of Paul heading for Damascus to en­
gage in this activity. Rabid hater of Chris­
tians." Afteryou pick yourself off the floor
from fainting, you engage in violent pro­
test with your minister! "Are you kid­
ding!? This guy—you want me to go and
speak to him!? You have got to be crazy!"
And that is the last night you turn up to go
door-to-door witnessing! But sometimes
those we put into the too-hard basket are
those who become strong followers of
Christ.

Australians Are In the "Too-hard"
Basket

At least that is what we typically think.
I can still recall being at an evangelistic
training seminar run by a national evange­
listic association. There a national church

leader stated hisbelief that
Australians were hard to
win to being followers of
Jesus Christ. There is some
truth in that, but I wonder
if part of the problem of
the "hard-to-win syn­
drome" lies at the church's
end. Maybe our way of
doing things in church life,
maybe the way we have
built up institutions
around the Good News of
Jesus Christ and equate
these with being Christian
hinder our sharing in a
successful way the Good

News of Jesus Christ. We ought to think
again about Aussies and the Gospel. Peter
Kaldor, in his book Who Goes Where? Who
Doesn't Care? informs us that "one-third of
the population were privately religious—
considering themselves to be religious but
not attending church regularly" (page 37).
One observation from that comment is
surely there are Australians who have some
desire to know God, but they haven't gone
to church as a place to have these religious
desires actualised. Others have addressed
this question at length in recent years, but
by and large the church has failed to think
and then move to close this gap.

And if we think that the national charac­
teristics of Australians make them too hard
to win to Christ, I suggest we need to
rethink our theology in relation to the
Aussie. For as I understand Paul's words
in Acts 17, we are as we are in our character
in this nation so we will reach out and
know God! "From one man he made every
nation of men, that they should inhabit the
whole earth; and he determined the times
set for them and the exact places they
should live. God did this so that men would
seek him and perhaps reach out for him
and find him, though he is not far from
each of us." (Acts 17:26,27)

Note what this is saying. One: God has
determined in his sovereignty the place
for a nation and its people (and this in­
cludes its own peculiar characteristics).
Two: And the reason for this is so from
what we are as a people/nation we might
seek God. One question we ought to be
asking is therefore this: "What is there
about the characteristics of the Aussie that
the Gospel is the answer for? What is the
bridge from the Gospel of Christ to the
people who live around us?"
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So how do we bridge be­
tween what we are today, as a
church and non-church people
around us? There are several
important principles I could
mention but I shall emphasise
one important Biblical princi­
ple that is relevant to my dis­
cussion here.

Perfume and the Good
News

There is a Biblical principle
in 2 Corinthians 2:15,16 that is
relevant to evangelism in the
Australian context. It excites me
and relaxes me as I seek to share
Christ with non-church people.
"For we are to God the aroma
of Christ among those who are
being saved and those who are
perishing. To one we are the
smell of death, to the other, the
fragrance of life." What is this
saying about us as Christians?
As we follow Christ and flesh
out the Christian faith in the
context of our society, some
people will like us, some won't!
Some will think our life
"stinks", others willbeattracted
by the Christian lifestyle we
are living. And it is as being a
Christian in the context of our
society, it is those who accept
our social advances, those who
like us around (at work, at the
school mothers' club, at the
sports club we belong to etc.), it
is from such people we can
bridge the gap and find some­
one who will listen to us about
Jesus.

And maybe why this does
not happen for some is because
they are living in the institu­
tions of the Christian faith
rather than livingas a Christian
openly in the context of the
Australian society we live in.

• Geoffrey K. Risson is presently
minister of the Maroochydore
church on the Sunshine Coast in
Queensland. He has had minis­
tries in New South Wales and
Tasmania. Geoff is the Confer­
ence President for Queensland
for the year 1990-91. He is
promoting the theme (he hopes
rather it is a goall) of "Win Onel
Build Onel Send Some!" He is
married to Margaret and they
have four children. He enjoys
presenting lifestyle evangelism
seminars.

0 Gathering near the old rugged cross

TTIho feaO off Essffeir Sou Mimdullai
Each Easter the township of
Mundulla, SA, has presented
a timely reminder of the real
meaning of Easter. The
churches combine in an after­
church gathering beside a rug­
ged cross erected at the main
intersection of the town.

In the previous fortnight
families in the town are pre­
sented with an Encounter leaf­
let and an invitation to attend.
200 leaflets go out, and usually
100 attend. The cross is erected
on the Thursday evening and
spotlighted at night.

1991 will be the fourth year
the churches of Mundulla have
conducted this witness to the
community.

Easter Sunday In Mundulla

• The hope for the people

Add Aboriginal! Christian Witness m the ACT
The Canberra Aboriginal
Church, which meets in the
Lyons chapel and has close
links with the Canberra
churches, plans to hold a week­
long Gospel outreach 24-31
March at the Albert Hall,
Commonwealth Avenue,
Yarralumla, ACT.

Many people condemn
Christianity for destroying
Aboriginal culture. The Abo­
riginal Christians believe that
the life-changing power of the
Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ
is the power of hope not only
for Aboriginal people but for
all people of our great land.
They have asked people to take
up our Lord'sgreat commission
to "go into all the world and
preach the gospel" (Mark 16:5)
beginning in our capital city.

The week will give the op­
portunity to have an informa­
tion program featuring the
Aboriginal Christian Church
and to focus on the achieve­
ments and contributions that
the Aboriginal people have
made to Australia. The Abo­
riginal people proclaim that
their story, ancient and modern,
is enhanced by his story as it is
told through the Word of God.

The gospel outreach will be­
gin on 24 March at 7 pm with a
celebration rally on Palm Sun­
day evening and will finish on
Easter Sunday, 31 March, with
a celebration closing service at
7 pm. On 24 March at 12 noon
participants have been invited
to join with the Canberra
churches at Glebe Park, Civic,
to "Reclaim Easter"

Speakers will be Bob Brown,
a well-known Aboriginal
speaker, and the Rev Lindsay
McDowell, an Anglican evan­
gelist in Canberra. Gospel ral­
lies will be held at the Hall each
evening at 7 pm during the
week.

Visiting Aboriginal ministers
and musicians will be invited
to speak at various churches
for the Sunday morning serv­
ices on 24 and 31 March and
possibly on Good Friday
morning. Morning services on
Good Fridayand EasterSunday
will also be held for visitors at
the hall.

Women's day speakers will
be Ewie Walker, well-known
Aboriginal missionary from
Brisbane, and Edith Mullins of
Canberra. Lunch is planned,
with a possible fashion parade 

and discussions after lunch so
bring ideas with your Bible and
notebook.

Lunchtime seminars on two
other days will discuss: Christ
and culture, What is culture?
How does it affect the life of
Christians? What does the Bi­
ble say about social issues?

On the Saturday dawn
prayer meeting on the lawns of
Parliament House and break­
fast at Albert Hall will be held
with a youth meeting and
concert in the evening.

Musicians, song leaders,
counsellors and people who
want to show Australia that
Jesus Christ is indeed Lord of
Lords are needed. Also needed
are fundraisers and people who
will talk about the outreach
program to their church.

Please pray for this venture
as this is probably the first major
crusadeby Aboriginal churches
in the national capital.

For further information
contact Doreen Hart (Secre­
tary), 139 Nemerang Cres,
Warramanga2611 (Phone (06)
288 1964), or Flo Grant (Pub­
licity), 2 Snowden Place,
Wanniassa 2903 (Phone (06)
231 4504).
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• Beauty and study on Magnetic Island ° Helping people overseas

"Houseparty"
It was 8 am on 8 December and
once again I was running late. I
made it to the boat terminal
just in time, found Greg Muller
(minister) and Phil Daughtery,
our guest speaker, and we were
off to Magnetic Island to meet
up with the other young people
at Camp Irwin for the Travel­
lers Houseparty Camp of the
Townsville, Qld, church.

When we arrived at Camp
Irwin the place was somewhat
deserted as about half of the

conFORMity
SEATING

for churches, assembly halls,
worship centres etc.

Contact:
A.F. Gason
Ararat Vic

Phone (053) 52 2151
(Frank or Les Gason)

Camip
young people had gone for a
hike through the Magnetic Is­
land National Park and were
able to take in the Lord's
beautiful creation as they had
breakfast overlooking Horse­
shoe Bay.

Once we were all together it
was down to the serious stuff.
Phil Daughtery spoke to us in
the study sessions about: the
reality of Christian faith and if
we were on trial would there
be enough evidence to convict
us, the supernatural element of
Christianity, some of the things
that young people face today,
what would it take to stop you
and are you willing to stand up
and be counted for the Lord?

Overall a great weekend was
had by all who went.

Each one was broken and
moulded by the Lord in some
way.

—Jenni Hinspeter

WaDIk Agamsft Wauraft
CeDeWMes SuOwir JwWee
Community Aid Abroad's
Walk Against Want will take
place on 14 April throughout
Australia. 1991 is a special year
for the Walk Against Want—
it's the 25th anniversary of the
"Walk".

The first Walk Against Want
was held in Victoria in Decem­
ber 1967 when 1,200 walked, at
night, from Melbourne to
Dandenong. Since then it has
become an annual event for
many. This year, more than
30,000 are expected to partici­
pate at 60 locations around the
country.

Dr David Armstrong, Com­
munity Aid Abroad's Chief
Executive, says, "The Walk
Against Want is very special to
Community Aid Abroad. It
gives everyone an opportunity
to step out and show that they
want to change the world's
unjust social structures, while

o The Green Zones
Farming Project In
Mozambique

Millions of people havebeen
forced to flee their homes be­
cause of the continuing terror­
ism from South African-backed
Renamo band its, bringing food
production in many areas to a
standstill. CAA is providing
tools, seeds and agricultural
advice for refugees in
Inhambane province, helping
Mozambicans feed themselves.

o The Philippines
Poor subsistence farmers of

Mindanao are bearing the
brunt of the country's worsen­
ing ecological scenario. By
supporting educational pro­
grams and campaigns,
reafforestation projects and
nursery development pro­
grams, CAA is helping to turn
around the tide of environ­

Give yourself peace of mind concerning your
place of residence in your retirement years.

You can have peace of mind about the integrity of
the auspicing body, the Department of Community
Care of the Victorian-Tasmanian Conference of
Churches of Christ. The department has more than
50 years involvement in providing accommodation
services and activities for elderly people.

You can have further peace of mind about long­
term security. You, as a resident of Bethany Close,
Ormond, will have peace of mind concerning the
future of your tenancy because Bethany Close will be
registered as a “Retirement Village”, placing the
project firmly within Government regulations and
guidelines. Security of tenure is by way of a lease
agreement between the residents and the depart­
ment through its legal entity called Bethany Fellow­
ship Association.

Act now to give yourself peace of mind. Contact Mr
Trevor Giles, Executive Director, Department of
Community Care, 52 La Trobe Street, Melbourne
3000, phone 662 1411.

(60)

doing something positive to
bring about that change."

Participants in the Walk
Against Want can walk, run or
cycle and raise money by being
sponsored for the kilometres
that they travel.

Community Aid Abroad
hopes to raise $1.5 million for
development work such as
those listed at right.

Henley Beach)
Church of Christ

Centenary
Celebrations

Sunday,
8 September

1991

All past ministers
members and their
families are Invited

back to Henley
for the day

Please note the date
In your diary and

watch this journal
for further

Information.

The Australian Christian

mental destruction.

0 The Ixchen Women's
Centre in Managua,
Nicaragua

This centre is bringing health
education and medical servi­
ces to the workplace—filling at
least part of the gap left by
government cuts to public
health services. Ixchen's mo­
bile teams of doctors, nurses
and health educators, organ­
ised with the assistance of pri­
vate companies and trade un­
ions, are providing affordable
health services for working
women and their families.

To register for the Walk
Against Want call 008 023 021
or pick up an entry format any
ANZ Bank.

j Kooringal 1991
I Available for small residen- |

tial groups (6-14 persons), I
. church, social, family. Self- '
| catering. Lawn tennis court, I
■ spa. From $20.00 per night ,

per person. Twin-share I
j rooms. Situated at i
. Williamstown, SA.
| Enquiries: Kevin Harvey
I (085) 24 6196.
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° The Aussie awakening marches on

OsiiM Easteir Wfitaess Sfpwadls across AimsftiraDiia

Easter '90: In Sydney's Domain on Easter Sunday the King's Kids celebrate with the crowd

At a time when the world and
the nation is tottering at the
crossroads, tens of thousands
of Christians from all denomi­
national backgrounds are
sending a call to unite and de­
clare the hope of Easter in an
unprecedented way.

Last year in Sydney, Easter
'90 was bom, and 35,000 par­
ticipated in a powerful Easter
witness that received enormous
media coverage. Furthermore,
culturally relevant family cel­
ebrations leading up to the
march received a warm re­
sponse from thousands of non­
churched Australians.

This year the celebration is
called Easter '91 and not only
does it spread to Melbourne
and Canberra where there will
be major public witnesses ex­
pected to draw tens of thou­
sands, but also no less than 20
other cities and towns in the
eastern half of Australia have
signalled their participation.

For decades we've seen
Easter as a time of escape and
self-indulgence, yet our own 

recent history has shown they
are the very things that are
threatening to destroy us.
Easter '91 is Australian Chris­
tians making the most of this
God-given opportunity. Many
believe it's time for the church
to declare that the message of
Easter is the only hope for the
world.

Brian White, Conference
President of Victoria and Tas­
mania, said, "The death and
resurrection of Jesus Christ is
the essential touchstone of the
Christian faith. Around the
world each Easter millions of
Christians celebrate this mar­
vellous event that builds our
confidence in the deity of Jesus
Christ, energises us for con­
temporary living, and affirms
the hope for our own ultimate
resurrection to eternal life.
Easter is an ideal time for
Christians to witness collec­
tively to their common faith.
That is why 1 support Easter
'91."

Keith Farmer, President in
New South Wales, said, "I be­

lieve the Easter '91 program
will be significant in drawing
the attention of our population
to the basis of Easter and that it
will be a great witness as a
combined church event."

Oneof themajorfeatures of
Easter '91 will be the signifi­
cant place of prayer in the
whole event. Last year,Sydney
was circled with prayer as
churches for weeks before the
event, committed themselves
to keep thechain going through
various daylight hours, and
additionally, members of
churches had whole nights of
prayer.

The prayer chain is already
underway and you are invited
to participate by contacting the
Easter '91 office in your state to
be included in the prayer net­
work and by keeping in touch
with the Easter '91 Info Line
by ringing 00555-2115 which is
updated each week with the
latest developmentsand prayer
points.

The major focus will be on
Easter Sunday, when Chris­

tians fromall overMelboume
and Sydney will gather in the
heart of each city to form a
human cross and spend time
in prayer and celebration as a
mass witness to our nation in
a time of great despair.

Easter '91 is Christians cel­
ebrating Easter in their own
ways, but presenting a com­
mon face to the Australian
community.

It's a coming together in
special ways, at times that avoid
clashes of activities, to present
a viable, unified witness, vis­
ible not only to theirown towns
and cities, but to the whole of
the nation.

For more information make
direct contact with the Easter
'91 office in your area: Victo­
ria—47 City Road, South
Melbourne 3205 (Phone (03)
686 1255); ACT—PO Box 622,
Kingston 2604 (Phone (06) 295
9532); NSW—PO Box 2555,
North Parramatta 2151 (Phone
(02) 630 4833); and Too­
woomba—(Phone (076) 35
6935).
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Christmas at the Stocltafle

Face painting at the Christmas festival run by York Street

On 16 December, York Street,
Ballarat, Vic, church held a
Christmas Festival in a local
parkland—the Eureka Stock­
ade.

The concept developed as a
result of a number of members
identifying an opportunity to
serve and help develop a sense
of community in the local area.

It was thought that, in times
when there is so much em­
phasis on gift giving, the church
could hopefully provide an
opportunity to celebrate the
true meaning of Christmas.

Activities for all the family
began at 4 pm with earth ball
games, a wind tunnel and face
painting, followed by a free
sausage sizzle and refresh­
ments.

The church runs a number of
outreach programs for children
and their parents, such as a day
kindergarten, a playgroup, an
extensive religious education 

program in the local primary
school, the "Yorkie Kids Club"
and the "Art & Craft Com­
pany".

It was encouraging to build
further on contacts that have
been established in the church
outreach program.

Approximately 600attended
from the local community.

A localband, "River", which
is associated with York Street,
entertained youngand old alike
from 7 to 7.30 pm.

"Carols by Candlelight" fol­
lowed at 8 pm. Frank Clark, a
church member and local radio
personality, compered the
evening.

The program incorporated a
re-enactment of the birth of
Christ and associated carol
singing, led by a 30-member
choir and accompanying 17-
piece band.

—Gary Berry
(Associate Minister)

o Developments at camp in north-east
Victoria

Cheshunt Camp Report
The past year has seen a con­
solidation of projects at the
Campaigners for Christ Fam­
ily and Youth Camp at
Cheshunt. With the new girls
dormitory requiring only fin­
ishing touches, the installation
of a new septic tank to service
the en-suites will see plans
completed.

On the drawing board is the
upgrading of the kitchen and
dining room. To bring the
kitchen into adequate working
condition it is to be repositioned
on the south side. With this
project will be the purchase of a
new coolroom, as the existing
one is an early sawdust-insu­
lated room and is beginning to
rot.

The camp is after a cheap
tractor as the existing unit is
running on borrowed time and
its PTO mower and blade are
needed to keep the campsite
mown and to level an area to
establishan outdoor chapel and
meeting area.

Over the Christmasbreak the
NE/Riverina Conferenceof the
Churches of Christ held their
annual camps at Cheshunt.
They were well attended with
74beingat the junior camp and
39 at the senior. Later in the
year a new outreach, a Chris­

tian Farmers Group, is being
established with a camp
planned at Cheshunt on the
weekend of 23-25 August. The
purpose of the camp is to draw
together farmers, both Chris­
tian and non-Christian, in a
series of studies to look at
farming from a Christian point
of view, with guest speakers
being drawn from various ar­
eas of farming management.
The theme is to be "Stress
Management in Farming" with
a Christian psychologist taking
the series.

There is a live-in working
bee planned for the long
weekend in March. If you are
available please contact
Gordon Parker on (057) 66 2493
for catering purposes.

X----------------- X
Church of Christ

( )
now meets in

Parklands Drive
8.55 am

Worship and Communion
6.30 pm

Gospel Celebration
Minister: Noel Newton
(075)94 6154,94 6633 |

31 4353(AH)

OVER 16 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.

EgR A NEWBb'liB'giSB
SEE ^URRA^Ee^ERill

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H (08) 278 4515

1600
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° Katie Ogden takes up new position

SOCiaO JdflSftUSO (Post
Katie Ogden, a Churches of
Christ minister, will be the in­
terim social justice officer of
the South Australian Uniting
Church Synod from February
until the end of June. She will
work half time in the appoint­
ment.

Katie spent last year com-
pletingaBachelorof Education.
Previously she was in a minis­
try with her husband Steven at
Albert Park and Semaphore in
SA and earlier in Victoria fol­
lowing their courses at CCTC.

She has a long-standing in­
terest in justice issues having
been a member of the Clergy
for Peace Movement in Victo­
ria and the African National
Congress in SA and a teacher in

the Millingimbi Aboriginal
Community.

Katie Ogden

IAN F. KNIGHT, LLB, BCom

BARRISTER AND SOLICITOR °
REGISTERED TAX AGENT °

Conveyancing, Common Law, Estates and Wills, •
Taxation, Personal Injuries, °
Business and Company Law •

10 Best Street 48 Madigan Drive °
North Fitzroy 3068 Glen Waveriey 3150 °
Phone (03) 481 0854 Phone (03) 561 5879 °

o Dai vid jlolly goes to WA

"Jolly" Move ffw

David and Sharyn Jolly with
Annalyse (6 months),
Matthew, 8, and Nathan, 10

David, Sharyn, Nathan, Mat­
thew and baby Annalyse Jolly
moved to Maylands, WA, after
a two-year student ministry at
the East Kew, Vic, church and
completion of studies at CCTC.
Moving from Victoria to South
Australia to spend Christmas
with their family they then took
three weeks driving to Western
Australia towing a caravan.

David was inducted into the
ministry at Maylands on 27
January by Barry Ryall and
welcomed to the Minister's
Fraternal by Robert Drown.

The church is already expe­
riencing God moving through
David's ministry with the
baptisms of Geoff Kovocich
and Marguerite Maton.

• Ken Barton retires

At the conclusion of a ministry
covering three states it was fit­
ting that the National President,
Clive Ward, should pay trib­
ute to the service of Ken Barton
at the lunch at Ashburton, Vic,
on 3 March.

Members and friends and
representatives of Eastern Re­
gional churches attended Ken's
last service and at the lunch
afterwards tributes were paid
by Jean Ryall (Chairman of
Regional Church), Clive Ward,
on behalf of the Brotherhood,
Dave Crothers, on behalf of
Companionship Centre, and
Ron Strongman for the
Ashburton church.

A presentation was made
from the Ashburton members.

Ken was baptised at the
Brighton, Vic, church at the age
of 12.

When he was 15 his family
moved to Launceston, Tas,
where he attended the
Margaret Street church.

It was there he met Edith
Greaves and they both worked
together in the Tasmanian
Youth Department, Ken as
president and Edith as secre­
tary.

Thus started a lifelong part­
nership in church work.

After Ken graduated from
Glen Iris in 1946 Ken and Edith
weremarricd at Margaret Street 

and commenced their first
ministry at Port Pirie.

Ministries at Taree, War-
rnambool and Camberwell
followed.

Then came a break of 17 years
when Ken became a teacher of
history and English in second­
ary schools in Melbourne.

During this time the Bartons
were in membership at
Hartwell where Ken partici­
pated fully in the church life,
editing the church paper and
acting as elder and deacon.

He conducted some short in­
terim ministries there, and on
retirement from teaching
served for 18 months as
Hartwell's full-time minister.

Ken and Edith's last minis­
try was for five and a half years
at Ashburton where, together,
they made a part-time ministry
almost full-time with their
second-mile sendee.

Glowing tributes were paid
to this devoted and generous
ministry.

Ken has also acted very ca­
pably as Victorian Historian
since 1984 and is a member of
Australian Churches of Christ
Historical Society committee.

The Glen Iris-Ashburton
Ministers' Fraternal has ap­
preciated Ken's leadership as
chairman/secretary for some
years.
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Letters are limited to
200 words

"The Last Word"
To the Editor,

It must be difficult for the
Editor to find different and in­
teresting "Last Words" every
fortnight. The lion and the bull
("AC" 1 December) seems to
have raised a few eyebrows,
but does it not (rather crudely
perhaps) illustrate Matthew
6:1-3 about not letting your left
hand know what your right
hand is doing? Psalms and
Proverbs have a lot to say about
broadcasting your achieve­
ments. I suggest Psalm 5 and
Proverbs 10 to start with. There
is Leviticus 25 (metaphorically)
speaking about the "strong
ones eating up the weak ones".
Then there is Paul in Romans
12:3, 1 Corinthians 10:12 and
others, and what about James
and tongues like a fire and Pe­
ter likening the Devil to a
roaring lion looking for more
prey to devour.

Maybe the significance of a
joke is partly in the mind of the
hearer/reader. Why worry
about "Father Christmas" car­
toons? No child would read
The Australian Christiananyway
and if parents seem to be en­
couraged to continue the de­
ception a TV portrayal of the
multiplicity of "Santas" may
help them explain.

Does Matthew 12:34: "Every
idle (meaningless, destructive,
deceptive) word that is spoken"
include such as written, printed
or just "looked" words in­
tended to demoralise another
when Jesus speaks of judge­
ment?

The "Last Word" has yet to
be spoken. Wait for it!

Act justly, love (and practice
mercy) and walk humbly with
your God (Micah 6:8).

—E.A. Barton
(Port Lincoln, SA)

Churches and
Aboriginals

To the Editor,
I am pleased to read some of

the happenings of the WCC7th
Assembly in themed ia. (Recent
letters to The Australian Chris­
tian (2 February) against the
WCC merely advertise the 

Letters to the Eltor

writers' ignorance.) Especially
interesting was an editorial in
The Sydney Morning Herald
commenting on pronounce­
ments by the Assembly re­
garding the treatment of Abo­
rigines. I write to draw attention
to the final quote in the edito­
rial.

"Speaking about ministering
to Aboriginal needs is relatively
easy for the churches. Helping
to break down prejudices
within their own flocks will
prove much more rewarding
for white and black Australians.
It will also take more courage."

How true that is! Will the
churches act, or merely talk
about it, and judge? I wonder
how many actually read the
motion passed at our recent
Federal Conference regarding
Aborigines? It is forthright,
honest and disturbing. 1 won­
der will our churches respond
with action?

—Greg Shaw
(South Australia)

David Allen
Taken To Task

To the Editor,
On reading "Letters to the

Editor" of the 2 February issue
of The Australian Christian I felt
that I had to make some com­
ment on the letter from David
Allen.

I agree that some of the car­
toons in The Australian Christian
do trivialise Christian stand­
ards and, on first reading of
David Allen's letter, he also
seemed to feel the same way
but, of course, on further
reading, it was quite appropri­
ate that he was speaking
"tongue in cheek". I do not
think this is the right way to
make helpful comments.

I, also, was surprised at his
"PS", when he said that the
cartoonist maybe had a greater
message to give to the non-
believerthandidtheLordJesus
Christ! No cartoonist can im­
prove on Christ's parables.

—Mrs Ethel Wladysiuk
(Fairfield, NSW)

WCC Assembly
To the Editor,

The World Council of
Churches, meeting in Canberra,
said plenty about the condition 

of Australia's Aborigines—a
complicated issue which they
know practically nothing
about.

Concerning Australia's
Canberra-based hard-core
pornography industry—a
straightforward, black-and-
white moral issue—they choose
to express no opinion.

—Arnold Jago
(Mildura)

First- and Second-Class
Citizens

To the Editor,
Kay Graham's condescend­

ing letter ("AC" 2 Feb) com­
pletely misses the point of Ken
Dawson's letter ("AC" 1 De­
cember) .Letmeenlargeonone
solidary point he raised.

Some months ago two young
ladies came to Maryborough
and became friendly with a
family of children across the
street and were persuaded to
go to Sunday School with them.
Only for several weeks. They
were shocked and appalled at
the quality of the music and the 

banality of the words, and
rather than have their intelli­
gence insulted, have ceased to
attend. The youngest (eight
years old) has a magnificent
voice and an unerring ear for
the music, sang some of the
choruses. As a poet I can say
the words were pure drivel. As
a Christian I suggest the things
might have made a bad jingle
for a TV building ad. As far as
the tunes go they were musical
"baby talk". In all honesty I
have to say that those two girls,
to be true to their own standards
could not have continued at­
tending that Sunday School.

Right! The church has lost
two youngsters because of this
rubbish being foisted on us as
music, I issue a challenge: Who
has it saved?

—John J. Alderson
(Maryborough)

Non-Church Goers
To the Editor,

I read with interest the arti­
cle "What Non-Church Goers
Think of the Christian Faith"

Letters ffimmni Tefftnuns

fiVO si Ik 0 mi gj Oft GHJaircQ for (Sod)
To the Editor,

I saw in the newspaper the account of a scientist commenting
on the world's nuclear madness and saying, "But maybe God will
work a miracle for us, if we don't make it too hard for him."

I was shocked at the thought that anyone would suggest that
anything is too hard for God. Surely God can cope with the world,
even if for the first time in history human beings are able to
destroy themselves and their world, and indeed are hell bent on
the way to doing it.

Then I realised that we can make it too hard for God, because
God has given us the right to choose our ways and to make our
own decisions—even to the destruction of the planet as a human
habitation. It seems that God can only work the needed miracle if
we are willing for it to happen.

I remember hearing in Sunday school the story of the lame man
beside the pool and Jesus asking him if he really wanted to be
healed. I remember our teacher telling us at the time that maybe
the man wasn't sure. If he were healed he'd have to get a job and

e wouldn t be the centre of attention any more with his sad tale.
And Jesus wanted to know how fair dinkum he was about
wanting a miracle.

Maybe God is waiting to see how fair dinkum human beings
are for him to work a miracle to save our world, especially if that
miracle has to be worked in our lives. I have no doubt that God can
do it, if we don't make it too hard for him".

—Tertius
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News

0 Scripture Union's summer evangelism

^©sjpeDDStmg aft MoQfiday Spofts amid] Oim
Sulbmirlbis

("AC" 16 February), and whilst
not surprised at the findings, I
must disagree with the CRA
hypothesis. Whatmust be taken
into consideration with our
"frequent church goers" is the
saying "do as I say, notasldo".
The very fact that frequent
church going or otherwise is
used as a yardstick is a dead
giveaway, for most Churches
of Christ members 1 have ob­
served, going to church is the
only necessity. People outside
the church don't rate personal
relationship to Jesus highly
because they don't see this in
church people! We were not
brought up to talk about Jesus,
much less have a personal re­
lationship with him, we were
brought up to be good church
program attenders, and that is
still in most of our churches,
the status quo. I think we want
a personal relationship with Je­
sus but are too scared to admit
to our struggle, so on with the
programs.

—Greg Shaw
(South Australia)

"Modern" Musical
Instruments In Church

To the Editor,
Just a little comment on

David Allen's hilarious letter
("AC" 2 February).

The organ was invented by
Ctesibius of Alexander and
Vitruvius in The Ten Books of
Architecture gives details of its
construction (1st century BC).
Nero (no recommendation)
popularised them in Rome. By
the time of the later emperors
every houseof standing had an
organ and portable ones were
common. As they were secular
instruments (that is they were
not employed in the temples or
religious services of the pagans)
one may be certain that they
were amongst the earliest in­
struments the Christians used
for accompaniment.

The church has preserved
and made the organ what it is
and it is as Christian as the
church itself.

If David Allen thinks the or­
gan is "modern" just how out
of date is he?

—John J. Alderson
(Maryborough)

Each summer Scripture Union
takes the gospel to Australian
families in caravan parks, on
beaches, in country areas and
in suburban church and school
halls.

For many, this brief contact
witha ScriptureUnionFamily
Mission (SUFM) camp or
Theos coffee shop is the first
time they have heard the
Christian gospel clearly pre­
sented.

Thousands of Christians
from all denominations donate
theirtimeand skillsto Scripture
Union's summer program, and
in doing so not only spread the
gospel but also add excitement
and fun to the holidays of
countless families.

New South Wales
John Tig well, State Director

of Scripture Union in New
South Wales, says many
campers in caravan parks along
the NSW coast would agree.
"On New Year's Eve, SUFM
teams usually run special
family programs, like bush
dances, games and barbecues,
which are always very popular.

'The teams are very creative
in their evangelism. On one
mission the popular spot was a
television set rigged up in the
caravan park where cricket
enthusiasts were invited to
watch a test."

This year there were 70
SUFMs in NSW, involving
around 3,000 team members
who ranged from 18 years of
age to a 75-year-old lady who
cooked for one of the missions.
While the majority of SUFMs
were held at holiday locations,
there were five urban missions,
including new ones at New­
castle and Campbelltown.

"We are putting a great deal
of energy into developing ur­
ban missions as increasing fi­
nancial pressures mean many
families simply can't afford to
go away on holiday any more,"
John said.

"We need to go where the
people are—which is where 

they live. At Newcastle the team
ran a coffee shop in the centre
of town, which was very suc­
cessful with the young people
there.

'The team at Campbelltown
aimed to make contact with the
street kids in the area."

Victoria
Ros Martin, who co­

ordinated the SUFM program
in Victoria, says the 800 team
members who manned that
state's 30 SUFMs worked hard
in a variety of situations.

"Some SUFMs, such as Tidal
Riveron Wilsons Promontory,
were under canvas and battled
high winds and torrential rain.
Others, like Broadmeadows
and Scoresby, were in the
middle of suburbia. This year
we ran seven urban missions,"
she said.

"Scoresby ran for the first
time and attracted 60-70 chil­
dren a day to its program. Most
of the team live in the area, so
there is a great opportunity for
following up people and
building relationships on a
year-round basis."

Ros says this has proved to
be the case with Broadmead­
ows SUFM, where team mem­
bers, many of whom live in the
region, have built up a rapport
with the families who return to
the program year after year.

"They see the children and
their families again at RE classes
at schools, church or at the
shopping centre—these are re­
lationships that continue."

Tasmania
King Island was a new

SUFM initiated by Scripture
Union in Tasmania this year.
Staffer Jane Morse says the
team, mostly locals, held the
mission in the high school as an
outreach to the island's youth.

"We ran four SUFMs, two of
them urban and one at a cara­
van park in Ulverstone.

'This particular mission has
been going for many years and
over that time good contact 

with the locals has been built
up.

"One of the highlights there
this year was the dessert and
coffee evening for adults."

South Australia
The "Gorilla Gang" was a

special feature at the Tumby
Bay SUFM in South Australia.
StateDi rector Alan Dutton says
the gang was a special program
devised for young people who
are in years 6 and 7 at school.

"We found the kids of this
age group weren't interested
in the younger children's pro­
gram and consequently we
were not attracting them," he
explained.

'The 'Gorilla Gang' did ex­
citing activities like fish netting
at night and bike hikes. A sta­
ble core of young people came
every day. The mission as a
whole attracted around 200
people daily."

South Australia held five
SUFMs, including a Theos bus
in the town square of Victor
Harbor.

"Thebus was equipped with
video machines, games and tea
and coffee, and on New Year's
Eve was surrounded by literally
thousands of people," Alan
said. "The team had the feeling
of being in the market place, of
being right where the action
was."

Elsewhere
Mission teams also operated

in Western Australia and
Queensland. In Darwin pro­
grams were conducted in air-
conditioned shopping centres,
more appropriate to Top End
weather in January.

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Rood,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825
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Media Review

IPtxqpoiFS
Women in the Australian Church

The Australian church depends on women's participation and
ministry, but their contribution has never received the recogni­
tion it deserves, and women have been marginalised in many
areas of the church's life. But women themselves are taking the
initiative in calling for equitable participation in church decision
making, church structures, mission, worship and in the ordained
ministry.

In a paper just published by the Zadok Institute, Rosamund
Dalziell discusses the experience of women in the church in the
context of Australian society, summarises theological perspectives
on women's role in the church and describes some of the ways in
which women are making their concerns known. The paper
includes comment on women's church attendance, the ordination
debate, how the church relates to women in the workforce,
women at home, women married to ministers and women in
religious communities.

Indispensable but Marginalised: Women in the Australian
Church, Zadok Series 1 Paper, S49, is available from the Zadok
Institute for Christianity and Society, Blackall Street. Barton,
ACT 2600, for $2 plus 90c postage.

After the Storm
by G. Lloyd Carrand poetry by Gwendolyn Carr (InterVarsity
Press)

In After the Storm Lloyd Carr describes the grief he and his wife
experienced at the loss of their 30-year-old daughter-in-law as a
result of suicide. He takes us through their shock, subsequent
anger and guilt to the eventual time of coming to terms with this
devastating loss. The writer confronts the fact that even his
daughter-in-law, a Christian, was despairing enough to commit
suicide, and that suicide does occur in the community of faith.
Those things that helped them in the healing of their grief are
discussed, particularly thesupport and consolation of their pastor
and church family.

The author, a professor of biblical and theological studies,
writes about the ways his study of relevant biblical passages and
his hope and trust in God gave him greatest help. He also
documents the thorough analysis he undertook of all historical
material on the subject of suicide. He shows that this material has
been formative of traditional and contemporary thought but is
not based on sound Christian theological and biblical precepts.
His study and analysis are an important reason for reading this
book because they debunk the view that suicide is a sin, against
the will of God and unforgivable.

This revised thinking on such a pertinent issue in our society
would be of help to those grieving and their supporters. It seeks
to dispel some of the guilt, pain and despair resulting from a
misguided theology of suicide, and it provides one with a reason
to hope and find renewed inner peace.

—Julie Simpson

The Large Membership Church
by Hartman and Wilson (Discipleship Resources)

Thisconcise description of the large membership church would
be a valuable resource for church leaders whose churches are
experiencing rapid growth or have more than 350 at worship (the
author's definition of "large"). The authors make the contentious
claim that the large church is the most appropriate institutional
form of sharing the Gospel in the late 20th century and early 21st
century. The authors write from a United Methodist background
and highlight theproblems that denominational attitudes towards 

ministry placement and training may have upon the develop­
ment of large churches. Thebook highlights the need of specialised
training for potential senior ministers of large churches and calls
for the recognition that the management of a large church requires
a different set of skills to managing a small church.

While Lyle Schaller's influence on the authors is obvious (the
book is dedicated to him), they bring new insights into under­
standing the large church. Many of the insights are relevant to
Churches of Christ in Australia, especially as there are now so
many of our churches that could be categorised as "large".

—E.C. Keating

No Turning Back
by George Verwer (Hodder & Stoughton and STL Books)

It is sharp—it cuts into a person's comfort zone.
It is penetrating—it searches out the hidden recesses and puts

on "the lights".
It is passionate—it pulsates with conviction and imparts that

vibrancy to the reader.
It is a book to by-pass if you are content with mediocre living

that often passes for Christian.
George Verwer writes what he has leamt and lived since

becomingaChristian.Heexpresses himself with intensity, seeking
to stir the hearts of the weekend (or is it weak-end) saints. He
wants them to discover the vivaciousness of the Christian faith
and to enjoy as well as honour the Lord of Glory.

George Verwer also reveals his concern for a world that is
living in a moral and spiritual darkness and for Christians who
are merely playing spiritual games.

This man is no theorist. His call to express genuine, practical
biblical love and personal integrity has been tested in his own
being. He is the founder of Operation Mobilisation with its
literature ministry through the ships Logos and Doulos.

The mature Christian can read this and be refreshed and
stimulated. The new Christian can read it and be saved a lot of
wasted years and energy in their growth in Christ. It is easy to
read, practical and encouraging.

—R.N. Hawkins
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Faith with
Understanding
by Gordon Dicker (Joint
Board of Christian Edu­
cation) $14.95

Gordon Dicker's bookis
a basic systematic theol­
ogy written with the av­
erage layperson in mind.
As such it fulfils the basic
guidelines set by the Joint
Board of Christian Educa­
tion.

On the whole the book
is well written and will
prove to be understand­
able to those who have
never done theological
training. Dicker is a good
communicator and the
book seldom lacks pace ,
which for a work on the­
ology is no mean feat!

However, the book is 
written with a definite theological bias: Dicker takes a distinctively
Barthian (neo-orthodox) approach on almost every issue. To
some such a bias might seem to be a strength, to others, aware of
the pitfalls of the Barthian approach on some matters, this will
prove to be a weakness. To my mind, Dicker seems to play fast
and loose with some important theological concepts, e.g. the fall,
the doctrine of sin, historicity of certain events that offend his
modern philosophy of history, the atonement and the authority
of the Bible. I therefore found Faith with Understanding theologi­
cally inadequate.

Perhaps the most disappointing feature of this publication is
that although Dicker is an Australian, he fails to write his theol­
ogy from a distinctively Australian viewpoint. This seems to be
an opportunity wasted as such general "systematic theologies"
abound in the market and so it seems that this publication is
doomed to line up with a thousand other such ably written titles
competing for the theology reader's attention. Dicker's book
lacks originality (it is too Barthian) and distinctiveness (it is not an
"Aussie theology").

This is not to say that this book is without insights; any serious
study of theology is bound to improve one's understanding of the
Christian faith, this book is no exception to the rule. Furthermore
(let me repeat) it is ably written by a man who knows and
communicates his subject very well. —Alan Hirsch

Literary Approaches to Biblical
Interpretation
by Tremper Longman III (Zondervan) $6.95

Dr Longman points out that the Bible is more like literature
than non-literature. "For the most part we encounter stories and
poems in the Bible, not systematic theology, pure historical
reporting or journalism." His aim is to assist proper exegesis and
Bible reading.

The traditional historical-critical method of interpretation places
emphasis on the author and his intended meaning. In contrast,
secular literary critics speak of the death of the author and,
dismissing traditional disciplines, they place emphasis on the
text itself and on the reader.

Dr Longman is committed to the authority of the Bible. He
believes that God is its ultimate author and has determined the
meaning. While rejecting much of the secular literary approach
Dr Longman and others have managed to glean those insights 

thath are helpful for exegesis and proper Bible reading.
The book sets out an historical survey of the literary approach

and then applies the method to various passages of scripture.
A well-written but highly technical book with valuable insights

for the serious Bible scholar. —R. Mitchell

History .of the Chadstone Church
Have you thought about presenting your church's history on a

video? It can be done and it can be done quite well. In preparation
for its 35th anniversary last year, the Chadstone, Vic, church,
through two of its members, Ian Field and Ian MacWilliams, put
together a 46-minute video of the church's 35 years. It helped, of
course, to have some amateur 8 mm movies taken by the late
George Coates in the 1950s and the late Don Elliott in the 1970s,
but it is not necessary to have movies. The Chadstone video is a
mix of the old 8 mm movies, some more recent video material and
still shots of old photos and documents, linked together by a
narrative and backed by appropriate music.

Chadstone was fortunate to have Ian Field, a graduate and
teacher of history, as well as being a member for 31 years, and Ian
MacWilliams, the video specialist, whose profession involves the
making of advertisements and documentaries for television. By
combining their respective skills with the various materials
available, it was possible to produce the video history, which was
first screened on the occasion of the 35th anniversary. Since then,
twenty-four families have purchased their own copy of the
church's history.

If anyone is interested in the techniques or would like a copy
of the video (in VHS only, cost $25), contact Ian Field on (03) 807
4144.
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Happenings

After nearly two years of
living in hiding to protect
himself from the threat of
death, Salman Rushdie,
author of The Satanic
Verses, has announced that
he has converted to Islam.
Rushdie met on Christmas
Eve with 6 Muslim scholars,
who said they were satisfied
that the author's desire to
convert is sincere; Rushdie
said that his official con­
version was the result of
many years of contempla­
tion and growth.

The Christian Council of
Japan and the local An­
glican church, the Nippon
Sei Ko Kai, have spoken
out strongly against the
recent government deci­
sion to double its financial
support for the war effort
in the Gulf. Japan's con­
stitution does not allow it
to wage war and the
Christian groups believe
that its Government
should stand firm and
encourage other nations
to make an Immediate
cease-fire.

Uganda's population will
continue todecline because
of the many deaths result­
ing from AIDS, President
Yoweri Museveni has
warned. He said that his
country's population would
be 20 million by the year
2010 instead of the 37
million projected before the
outbreak of the AIDS epi­
demic.

Lutherans and Episcopa­
lians (Anglicans) in the US
have unveiled proposals
that would initiate steps
towards "full commun­
ion" between the two
churches.

Missionaries are planning a
cautious return to Liberia
soon, after most evacuated
the region in the midst of
civil war and chaos that has
left most of the country
devastated. Several months
ago a peacekeeping force
was sent to Liberia from
West Africa. After nearly a
year of intense fighting
between Liberian govern­
ment troops and rebel
forces in which several
missionaries were killed and
most of the rest left the
country, a cease-fire has 
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Last Days Ministries,
founded by the late Keith
Green and his wife Melody,
hasjoined forces with Youth
With A Mission. Last Days
retains its name and will
continue to be led by
Melody, who has directed
the work since her hus­
band's death in 1982. Last
Days Ministries will con­
tinue to produce Last Days
Magazine, read by at least
200,000 around the world,
as well as evangelistic and
training tracts, providing an
extensive tape and video
teaching library, and run­
ning discipleship and prac­
tical skill courses. They will
also continue their pro-life
activities through the
Americans Against Abortion
movement they formed
nearly 10 years ago.

Evidence is growing that
destitute students, pursued
by the authorities for par­
ticipating in the 1989 pro­
democracy movement in
China, are converting to
Christianity.

The Australian Council for
Overseas Aid has called
for an Immediate cease­
fire In the Gulf war to al­
low an opportunity for
peace proposals to be
considered by all parties
to the conflict.

Joan Brown Campbell has
been appointed as the 7th
general secretary of the
National Council of
Churches in the US. She is
the second member of the
Disciples of Christ to hold
this full-time position. She
is currently head of the US
office of the World Council
of Churches. She will be the
second woman and first
woman minister ever to
hold the post.

Jordan's declared support
for Iraq In the Gulf War
appears to be a direct re­
sult of growing pressure
by the majority Palestin­
ian population for a mili­
tary campaign they no
doubt believe will lead to
a consideration of Pales­
tinian Interests at the
conclusion of the war.
Missionaries in Jordan are
maintaining a low profile
with many leaving in De­
cember and early January.

There continue to be re­
ports of parishes of the
Moscow Patriarchate
leaving Its Jurisdiction
and, in some cases, ap­
plying to Join the Russian
Orthodox Church in Exile,
with headquarters in New
York. However, no more
than 8 parishes are known
to have taken this step to
date.

Journalists and aid work­
ers in Jordan feel like they
arestandingbyadamwall
and watching for the
cracks to form. The real
flood of refugees was ex­
pected to come after the
ground war got under
way in earnest. As many
as2million refugees could
flee, with 15,000 crossing
daily. Officially 3,762
evacuees remain In Jor­
dan, including Sudanese,
Yemenis, Indians, Viet­
namese, Bangladeshis
and Egyptians.

In the US several congre­
gations have declared
theirchurches sanctuaries
for military personnel who
for reasons of conscience
object to the war in the

Middle East.

been called. The two main
Liberian rebel factions and
the peacekeeping force
have staked out separate
territories in Liberia.

of the Iraqi population is
Christian, giving an esti­
mated church membership
of 525,000. The Roman
Catholic Church, known in
Iraq as the Chaldean
Catholic Patriarchate of
Babylon, is the largest, with
some 200,000 members.

Easter will see "The Jerusa­
lem Passion" presented in
the Sydney Opera House
Concert Hall. Composed by
Murray Wylie of Brisbane,
this oratorio has already
been seen by over 40,000.
The 1 00-minute, two-part
work portrays the interac­
tion between Christ and the
city of Jerusalem and fore­
tells the coming of the new
Jerusalem. On 30 March at
8pmand31 Marchat2pm
300 singers and 70 musi­
cians will perform the ora­
torio. Tickets from Ticketek,
the Sydney Opera House
(02) 250 777 or Koorong
Books (02) 807 4477.

The Christian Community
CareServiceofSAChurches
of Christ benefited by a
donation of $5,000 from
the Morialta Trust, which
stemmed from the former
Morialta Children's Home
(sold in 1976 and the pro­
ceeds invested with a view
to distributions to commu­
nity and charitable organi­
sations). This donation was
specified to be used for food
vouchers and school shoes.
Another recent donation
wasof $1,435 to the Enfield
Community Food Centre,
run by local churches in­
cluding the Church of
Christ.

Peter and Sue Kaldor
wrote an Informative
book, Where the River
Flows, on the way various
churches are reachingout
to Australians in thelrown
context. A TV documen­
tary based on the book
and the different ap­
proaches to mission In
emerent contexts around
Australia Is being screened 

The Romanian Christian
Medical Association,
"Christiana", has opened a
hospital in Bucharest, run
by a committee of priests
and doctors, with the help
of 13 Orthodox nuns who
are being trained as nurses.
The hospital already has 70
beds. Italsohasa polyclinic
and a chapel, where daily
religious services are held.

The Hungarian Ministry of
Culture and Education has
issued statistics on religious
education in Hungarian
schools. All Catholic pupils
now have the opportunity
for religious instruction1 in
one of 1 7,000 classes that
have been established since
the start of the school year-
By the end of November
there were also 5,000 Re
formed Church classes,
1,600 Lutheran classes ano
37 classes for studying

Judaism.

Soviet authorities have
granted permission f°r
new Russian Ortho
church to be built at
site where Czar Nicholas
II and his family were ex
ecuted In 1917. it is to
called the Church of

Saints and will c0
memorate the rna
martyrs who were k
becauseofthelrfalths
the Bolshevik Revolution-

A National Conference on
"Building Christian Com­
munity through Small
Groups" will be held in
Melbourne at Monash
University W July. Dr
Gareth Icenogle from the
US will be the main
speaker. He has been on
the faculty of Fuller
Seminary and holds a
pastoral position In the
Bethlehem Presbyterian
Church, Pennsylvania.
Other speakers will be
Jennifer Turner from
Mount Pleasant Baptist
Church In Perth and Rev
Ken Anderson, National
Director for Serendipity
Christian Resources. 20
key practitioners from
around Australia will run
the workshop program.
Details and registration
forms from Serendipity
Christian Resources, GPO
Box 1944, Adelaide 5000,
or phone the Registrar,
Brigitte Field, on (08) 374
0592 (office hours).

on the ABC.Theproaram
will be shown at 10.30
on Palm Sunday (24
March) and will be re
peated at noon on Good
Friday (29 March). The
program raises key Issues
about mission in Australia
and would be excellent
input for church boards
Avldeo resourcekitbased
on the documentary k
available.

The "Hour of Power"
program, which Is headed
up by Robert Schuller, has
returned to the Ten Net­
work on Sunday mornings
at 5.30 am. The "Hour of
Power Is seen each week
In 31 countries.

lhceAPaSt 3 monlh*
some 5,000 Bibles and
20,000 children's Bibles
have been transported into

Christ-3 9ift t0 lhe lra9>
Christian minority by
Christians In jordan. Ac­
cording to Jordanian be­

evers, the shipments have
destinari "y reached their
destinations. About 33% 
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Churches of Christ in Queensland have taken up the responsibility for the ministry

among Aboriginal and Islander peoples in Queensland.
There are four centres operating:

NORMANTON A church to outreach to the Aboriginal people in the Gulf Country and
along the west side of Cape York Peninsula. A centre that assists with
welfare needs through the operation of a Social Security agency and
provides a clothing program.

MAREEBA A church in a strategic location in North Queensland with the highest
concentration of Aboriginal people in Australia in its vicinity and servic­
ing along the east side of Cape York Peninsula.

EIDSVOLD A church in a strategic location in Central Queensland with the support
of a special children's ministry and a clothing program.

LOGAN CITY A church located in the southern suburbs of the Brisbane metropolitan
area and well placed for an expanded ministry into the Brisbane area.

THIS IS YOUR OPPORTUNITY FOR MINISTRY!
PLEASE PRAY AND SEND YOUR GIFTS TO

PO BOX 508
KENMORE 4069

Jesus said:
"Go then...make disciples and teach...as I have commanded you, and I will be

with you always."—Matthew 28:19, 20
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CHUECHEG OF OWST AJBOFIGINEG EOAJRJD ING.
Churches of Christ have laid a firm foundation in work amongst Aborigines. Those
foundations result from 50 years of faithful ministry and selfless service by so many.
Now, where once there was child-care work, there are young churches building on those
foundations.
Increasingly, Aborigines are ministering to Aborigines, BUILDING ON the founda­
tions—the opportunities—created by those who have laboured in the past.
A solid foundation has been laid.

THE FEDERAL ABORIGINES
WAGGA WAGGA
TAMWORTH
ALBURY
MOOROOPNA
PORT LINCOLN
MARBLE BAR

BOARD MINISTERS AT
ALBANY
ROELANDS
PERTH METROPOLITAN AREA
CARNARVON
PORTHEDLAND

THE PAST YEAR HAS BEEN MARKED BY
° The development of an ongoing training program
° Youth ministries in New South Wales
° A ministry amongst the people in Albany (WA)

Your support—financial and prayerful—has enabled a firm foundation to be set in place
that we now have the opportunity to BUILD ON.
To BUILD ON will require a budget of just on $800,000 plus, half of which the FAB
attempts to raise through its hostel and crisis-care program, its farming program and
printing operations.
That means at least $400,000 will be required from the churches—if present ministries
are to be maintained. To BUILD ON some of the other foundations will require more.
There are approximately 30,000 active members of Churches of Christ in Australia. An
offering of just $20 per person would allow the FAB to BUILD ON beyond present
ministry.
These are difficult financial times. Yet they are also times of urgency and opportunity.

PROJECTS
Perhaps your church is looking for a special missionary project. You may care to consider
one or part of the following.

It supports the work in ESPERANCE—where
great community need. a white/Aboriginal church is meeting a ® Study materials, notes, overhead projector slides and consumable materials for the

training courses. $1000 
It is concerned for the church at NORSEMAN_ nnw Q x- kseeking a pastor. mu^iviajn—now a mixed congregation very much

property and visiting teachers. g -Koelands

© Fuel for outreach, teaching and encouragement visitation. $2500
© Curtains, floor coverings for homes in Albury, Mooroopna, Carnarvon and Marble

Bar. $500 each
0 A facsimile machine for the Olive Laird Hostel. $2000

It reaches those in prison, institutions and hospitals
It cares for frail aged people in the Olive Laird Hostel in
Carnarvon. riostei in
Pastors travel into some of the loneliest country in Australia
visiting isolated communities, going to where the neonU
are and entering into the deep counselling needed by so man v
in the Aboriginal community. J dIiy
The farm staff at Roelands labour to produce some of the vital
funds that ensure that the Board s work continues dl
In a unique way Bob and Lorna Brown (Adelaide) not only give
spiritualleadership to their church but assist Abortin '!
around Australia in establishing communitv-basPd ini
tries to help break “the welfare cycle”. y lndus’
So often the work is unspectacular-yet it is quality work
built on quality foundations. J

© Upgrading kitchen facilities at Roelands. $5000

For I’m building a people of power
And I’m making a people of praise

Who will move forward through this land by my Spirit
And will glorify my precious name

Donations can be sent to
Churches of Christ

Federal Aborigines Board Inc.
PO Box 1199, Wangara 6065

Donations of $2 or more are tax deductible
14 (70) The Australian Christian
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Classifieds

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dent owners. Phone (05 3) 56 6300.

SAUL Rachael Emily, born 2 Febru­
ary at Ipswich District Hospital
weighing 2,120 g (4 lb 11 ozs).
Rachael is a much loved first child
to Darrell and Mary (nee Glowrey)
of Bundamba church (formerly of
Swan Hill, Vic, church).

LIVE-IN LADY COMPANION HELP
of mature age required for elderly
lady in Mount Waverley in com­
fortable unit. All amenities nearby.
Light duties, including some
cooking—a home help attends.
Salary negotiable. References.
Phone (03) 807 0356 (9.30 am-9
pm) or (03) 560 0841 (after 6 pm).

KENNEDY—HONE Robert and
Helen Kennedy of Wantirna and
Roy and Margaret Hone of
Tootgarook are delighted to an­
nounce the engagement of Janine
and Rodney, and wish them every
happiness. May God bless you both.
KIDD—McCOLL Lauris and Brian
Kidd of Panton Hill, Vic, are de­
lighted to announce the engage­
ment of their daughter Melissa
(grand-daughter of thelate Marion
and Claude Candy) to Rohan, elder
son of Judy and David McColl of
Donvale, Vic. _____

IAN fit LA. MCDONALD Carpenters
and builders. Renovations—kitch­
ens and bathrooms. All jobs large
and small. For free quotes please
ring (03) 557 1257. 41 Somers St,
Bentleigh.

KETTNER—MILLER Paul and Amy
of 37 Marlborough St, Fawkner,
Vic, happily celebrate their 50th
wedding anniversary. Married at
Malvern-Caulfield Church of Christ
by the late F.E. Buckingham, 15
March 1941.
NOTHROP—COWPER Bill and
Wynne, together with their chil­
dren, Wilma, Lindsayand Beryl and
six grandchildren. Praise God for
the blessings of the last 50 years.
They were married in March 1941
by Percy Pittman at Yarrowonga
Church of Christ and still
fellowshipping there.
STEVENS Harold and Flo (15.3.41).
Congratulations, love and best
wishes from Meri, David, jo, Freya,
Ryan, and Amber and Roger,.
Leonie, Brett and Matthew.

WARMBRUNN—WEARNE The
marriage of Shelley, daughter of
Doug and Frances Warmbrunn of
Donvale, and David, son of James
and Patricia Wearne of

EVENGLIDE GARAGE DOORS We
have a vacancy for a person with
welding and general metalwork
experience, in the Box Hill area. For
further information please rinq (03)
725 2733 after 7.30 pm.

BARTLETT-CUTTS Leita, Les, Jim,
June, Marlene, David and their
families congratulate their parents
Walter and Gladys on their 60th
wedding anniversary. They were
married at the Park St, Unley, church
on 7 March 1931 by the late J.E.
Webb.
BUCKMASTER—ELLIS Eric and
Effie celebrate with thanksgiving
and praise to God for his love and
blessing over the 60 years of their
life together, also for the love and
helpfulness of their family. Married
at Durban, South Africa, 24 March

HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 10-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.

ARMSTRONG Congratulations,
love and best wishes toLynetteand
Tony Armstrong of CCTC on their
silver wedding anniversary, cel­
ebrated at Invermay Church of
Christ, on 19 March 1966. Love
Mum, Dad and family.__________

POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. De­
lightful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford heights
4053. Telephone (07) 359 7227.

MT ELIZA Four-bedroom split-level
brick home, large living areas, well-
appointed kitchen, on half acre of
garden. Double carport, spa, bush
views. Close to beach. 12 months
lease or longer if desired. $279 per
week. Phone (03) 571 1415.
WEST PRESTON Weatherboard
house. 3BR, driveway and garage.
$125 p.w. No pets. Contact (03)
484 6928 or (03) 484 5095.

Templestowe, will take place at the
Nunawading, Vic, church on Sun­
day 24 March, 1991, at 3 pm.
God's richest blessings on them
both. ______

TRACTOR Massey-Ferguson 35 or
similar to enable the Campaigners
for Christ team at Cheshunt to keep
the grass and bracken under con­
trol. Needs to have 3PL and PTO. If
you have one to spare or sale please
contact Ian Crowe (057) 29 8258
or Gordon Parker (057) 66 2493.

1992 Calendar
Photographs Wanted^

THOMAS Holley, passed away 24
February 1990. In loving memory
of our dear wife and mother.
Rowland and family.
WORKMAN James, called home
19.2.60andJane, 10.3.86.Thelove
and closeness we shared was in­
spired byyourwonderful example.
Gwendolyne (Parker). 

1931 "At Home" Sunday, 24
March 1991, 19 Kenny Street
North Balwyn (Joan) between 2
and 5 pm. RSVP (03) 857 5311 ■
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Padstow Church of Christ
is accepting enquiries for the position of

Minister
(to commence 1992)

Address your response to—
Mr D. Polyblank
34 Walsh Close
lllawong 2234

Phone (02) 543 5601
Outline your theological qualifications and
ministry experience.
The church has over 80 members and is looking
toward continued growth.

The Federal Literature Department invites
readers to forward colour transparencies or slides

tor possible inclusion in the very popular
du phurehes of Christ calendar.
Photographs are needed from all

states and territories of
Australia and from PNG and

Vanuatu.
Please forward slides to

- .Mrs E.M. Rankine,
& Atkins Avenue, Glen Iris 3146

by 4 April 1991.
nhAF«n v-for selection includes
P ographic excellence, variety of subject matter

and the church year.

“Auntie Rita” Roberts
1904-1990

Good Companions
Leader for over 40

Years

A Memorial Fund is being opened to
honour the memory of our much­

loved leader.
Money from this fund will provide

opportunity for underprivileged girls
to attend camps and to assist with

training for leaders.
To honour this gracious lady and

past leader, past Good Companions,
leaders and friends are invited to

send contributions (cheques marked
•R. Roberts Fund") to the—

Department of Mission, Education
and Development
52 La Trobe Street

Melbourne 3000

TOE®

WANT
BIRTHS

ENGAGEMENTS

GOLDEN WEDDINGS

BUILDERS

APPROACHING MARRIAGES

LIVE-IN COMPANION

DIAMOND WEDDINGS

SITUATIONS VACANT

IN MEMORIAM

SILVER WEDDING



World Coiancil <o>f Clmrches Assembly

• Key issues at Assembly

Gnalf Wair, (UtrDDfty, indigenous PeopQe, Fsoftlh aradl Cimlteire
The war in the Gulf, church
unity, the situation of Austral­
ian Aborigines and other in­
digenous people and the rela­
tionship between faith and
culture were among major is­
sues at the Seventh Assembly
of the World Council of
Churches, which met in Can­
berra, 7-20 February.

WCC assemblies meet every
seven or eight years. This one
brought together about 4,000
people, including more than
800 delegates from most of the
317 member churches, repre­
senting Christian traditions in
almost all countries of the
world. Also attending were 10
guests from other faiths, about
1,500 "full-time" visitors and
more than 200 observers from
non-member bodies, including
23 appointed by the Vatican.

The Gulf war figured promi­
nently in assembly prayers and
a peace march. A statement on
the war, debated on the last
day, called for an immediate
ceasefire and a subsequent
immediate, complete and un­
conditional Iraqi withdrawal
from Kuwait. It urged the
United Nations to re-assert its
role as peace-maker, to convene
an emergency Security Council
session to resolve the Iraq-
Kuwait dispute and to call an
international "conference on
peace, security and cooperation
in the Middle East".

The assembly gave promi­
nence to the concerns of Abo­
riginal Australians. A state­
ment for assembly considera­
tion proposed a WCC com­
mitment to supporting and
monitoring "a treaty process"
between Aborigines and the
Australian government and
called on the church in Aus­
tralia to "return land unjustly
taken" from the Aborigines.
WCC members were to be
asked to support the struggles
of indigenous people every­
where for self-determination,
land rights, and religious free­
dom. Also proposed were
statementson internal conflicts
within sovereign states, South
Africa, the Pacific, the Baltic
States and regions of tension in
the USSR and appeals on Sri
Lanka and El Salvador.

Questions of church unity
came into focus in terms of both
structural unity and theological
diversity. A keynote address
by Parthenios, Eastern Ortho­
dox patriarch of Alexandria and
All Africa, declared that the
struggle for unity has no room
for neutrality, but must con­
tinue unimpeded in obedience
to the Holy Spirit. Despite sig­
nificant theological conver­
gence in recent years, it was
clear, in assembly discussions
and in its worship life, that the
Eucharist, ordained ministry
and views about the nature of 

the church remain key stum­
bling blocks to full commun­
ion.

The assembly asked the
Vatican-WCC Joint Working
Group to concentrate on re­
maining obstacles to a fuller
relationship between the two
bodies. It also called for greater
attention to relationships with
churches outside WCC mem­
bership.

In a dramatic presentation,
Korean feminist theologian
Chung Hyun Kyung linked
Christian theology of the Holy
Spirit with elements of tradi­
tional Korean spirituality and
culture. This generated con­
siderable controversy over is­
sues such as the relationship
between theology and culture,
what is pagan and what is holy
and how emerging Third
World theologies relate to tra­
ditional forms.

The assembly reflected recent
political developments around
the world. China was repre­
sented for the first time in over
30 years and the China Chris­
tian Council was admitted as a
member. Observers from the
[North] Korean Christians
Federation attended for the first
time. From South Africa, the
(officially mixed-race) Dutch
Reformed Mission Church was
admitted as a WCC member,
and (white) Dutch Reformed
Church observers attended for
the first time since it left the
council in the 1960s. Partici­
pants from eastern Europe
spoke of new tensions in the
wake of the collapse of com­
munist rule, for example be­
tween Orthodox and funda­
mentalists, and Orthodox and
eastern-rite Roman Catholics.

Worship, reflecting a wide
diversity of languages, cultures,
and traditions, took place in a
huge tent at the Australian
National University. Other as­
sembly highlights included a
speech by Australian Prime
Minister Bob Hawke; messages
from youth, children and "dif-
ferently-abled" persons, pres­
entations on Pacific concerns,
unity, women's concerns and 

what the Spirit is saying to the
churches. There were delegate
visits to parishes across south­
eastern Australia and special
pre-assembly gatherings for
women and youth. There was
also a special presentation on
the first Sunday night, "Under
the Southern Cross", which in­
volved many from local Can­
berra churches.

Of interested to Churches of
Christ is the fact that for only
the second time one of our
members was elected to the
WCC Committee. Ian Allsop
was one of three Australians
elected to this committee. The
only previous member from
Churches of Christ was Neil
Gilmore. The other Australian
members of the Central Com­
mittee are Jean Malpas, a lay
Anglican from South Australia,
and Rev Djiniyini Gondarra
from the Uniting Church.

For the first time a member
from the Restoration stream of
churches was elected oneof the
Presidents of the WCC. Eunice
Santana, a member of the Dis­
ciples of Christ in Puerto Rico,
was elected one of the seven
Presidents. Dr Paul Crow, from
the US Disciples of Christ
(Christian Church) was re­
elected to the Central Com­
mittee.

ri
Dr Emilio Castro, WCC
General Secretary

GUARANTEED USED CARS

658 CANTERBURY RD, SURREY HILLS 3127
AUTOMOTIVE SPECIALISTS

Whether it be your first car or you wish to “trade in" let TED
GRAY and STEVE GRUNDY give you the benefit of long

experience in the trade
ADVICE FREELY GIVEN

Phone (03) 898 9391 or AH 878 4807
Great range of cars—medium priced range

PHONE NOW—TELL YOUR FRIENDS lmctws
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• Service for churches
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L.M.C.T.
6549

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Hostel Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Walting List Now Open

Video Vision
SGM Productions is a newly
formed business set up to cater
for the needs of churches, or­
ganisations and individuals in
the production of training vid­
eos, commercials, music clips,
weddings, special events and
anything else that needs re­
cording.

It is a professional service
that aims to make today's me­
dium of video available to the
church at a cost that is afford­
able to even the smallest of con­
gregations.

The proprietors are Stephen
and Janine Maggs, who wor­
ship at the Bendigo, Vic,
church.

Prompted by a suggestion
from John Sweetman (minis­
ter) they were led to set this
venture into motion. They are
hoping to eventually go on to
producing TV and video library
programs to spread the word
and good taste in today's en­
tertainment programs.

Wayne and Jane Bienvenu, en
route to serve with the Over­
seas Mission Board in Papua
New Guinea, were special
guests on 17 February, and the
church has committed itself to
financial support for the
Bienvenus.

Milton Oliver, who with his
wife Anne is pioneering a new
church in Sunbury, was the
guest preacher on 4 February.
Gisborne is involved in the new
congregation and will be sup­
porting the Oliver's ministry
with $120 per week.

The equipment used is
"broadcast" quality and with
Stephen's training in commer­
cial TV production it will help
ensurethat quality is kept high.

People today expect "qual­
ity" and if they don't get it, they
easily switch off and any mes­
sage to be conveyed is lost, so
they hope this may help to alle­
viate the problem.

They provide this service not
only to church and church or­
ganisations, but also to busi­
nesses and companies who may
want a TV commercial made or
an "in-house" documentary or
training video/film produced.

Individuals are also catered
for, for events such as wed­
dings that they might like made
by a fellow Christian instead of
a total stranger.

Further information on
SGM Productions is available
from Stephen Maggs,
Bendigo, Vic. Phone: (054) 46
1736.

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

The number of people attend­
ing Gisborne, Vic, church de­
creased by three in February as
Peter, Judy and Clint Moore
were farewelled to live and
work in Cambodia.

The Moores have accepted a
position with World Vision for
two years. Based in Pnom Penh,
Judy will work in World Vi­
sion's office as an administra­
tor, and 17-year-old Clint will
continuehis study and sharpen
up his journalistic skills. Peter
will range into the countryside
as a public health educator.

With the aid of puppets, Pe­
ter will be teaching the people
basic hygiene and water puri­
fication techniques. His nursing
skills gained as a midwife at
the Royal Women's Hospital in
Melbourne will also be used.

Because of their practical
support for the poor and op­
pressed Indo-China World Vi­
sion is one of the few Western
organisations permitted to op­
erate in Cambodia.

The Gisborne church will be
actively supporting this medi­
cal outreach and sees the

Ts a? a hvin8 extension of
sion S Care and compas-

v2hAChUrCh has been moti-
u° 8Juter°Utreach min­

istry. Its February theme was
mg beyond Ourselves".

• Gisborne living beyondl themselves

IViloores to Cambodia

Clint, Judy and Peter Moore

Stephen and Janine Maggs with video equipment
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~\ Z- odbury is the busi-
\V/| ness and adminis-
\_/ LI trative centre of Tea

Tree Gully, one of the largest
city council areas of Adelaide,
SA. Within a minute's walk of
the church are three major
shopping complexes,
government regional
offices, a large hospi­
tal, a TAPE college and
council offices. The
office of the Federal
MP is next door to the
church.

The Modbury Church of
Christ not only seeks to take
advantage of its prime location
in a busy regional centre but
also seeks to address the needs
of the surrounding community.
Although primarily in a mort­
gagebelt,anincreasingnumber
of retirement units is seeing the
65+ age group being repre­
sented even more strongly in
the congregation. Indeed a fea­
ture of the Modbury
churchscape is 15 retirement
units established by Christian
Retirement Services adjacent to
the church.

The Modbury's church
buildings are modern and
functional. The worship area is 

dominated by a huge rugged
cross carved out of the red gum
that once stood on the prop­
erty. Artworks provide focal
points for worship at various
times of the year. Recent build­
ing additions and improve­

ments provide a setting condu­
cive to worship, fellowship and
community outreach.

The church has an active
membershipof 120. Servicesare
held at 10 am and 7 pm. The
worship is both structured and
informal; families involved in
planning the morning worship
find "organised spontaneity"
an appropriate guideline. This
means that services contain a
mixture of traditional and con­
temporary elements, with
many opportunities for con­
gregational participation. On
Sunday evenings, a "whole­
ness" serviceoffersa quiet place
for contemplation and prayer
along selected themes. A small
but changing group of people 

have found much healing and
blessing through this time. Also
enhancing worship are the oc­
casional contributions of a cho­
ral group formed from wor­
shippers who learn and sing
the works of Geoff Higges and

Carol-Anne Fooks. This group
is used by other churches and
organisations in thedistrictand
the SA conference.

Activities at the Modbury
church include a kids club,
Sunday school, Boys' Brigade,
"Chat" (come and have a talk—
a craft and other activities
group), women's groups, a
playgroup, a bowls group,
various home fellowship
groups and Kerygma courses.

The church has adopted
Kevin Callahan's principles of
selecting specific concrete ob­
jectives to enhance the effec­
tiveness of its mission. For the
current 12-month period a
highly participatory church
meeting agreed to advance the 

outreach of its thrift shop on
the church premises by adding
facilities for coffee and coun­
selling. A city youth ministry
and family enrichment pro­
grams built on existing minis­
tries are also planned as mis­

sionary thrusts. Fol­
low-through proce­
dures for the many
"first-time" worship­
pers and training of
volunteers for various
aspects of pastoral 

care will be improved. This
focus has primed the church to
employ Maurice Keatch part
time to develop this area during
1991. A 12-monthly "rolling
review" involving the whole
congregation will establish
progress and set new objectives.

Dennis and Jenny Ryle will
conclude their ministry at
Modbury at theend of the year.
They are in their fifth year there,
following ministries in Fre­
mantle, WA, and Canberra,
ACT.

In 1992 Dean and Glenys
Hamilton will slide into the
driver's seat ready to lead the
Modbury church into new and
exciting phases of its mission
in a growing regional centre.

Growing Spiritually
• !/Ve are all parts of the body of Christ

jjam SamdwDcIhies
by Kaye Wray

□
 don't know why I felt that
way as I look back, but for a
while during my primary

school days I envied something
about my friend, Lorraine. She
had to cut her own lunch and
that seemed like a very grown­
up, independent thing to do.

But while my mother gave
me neatly cut beef and tomato,
or polony (Western Austral­
ian!) and sauce sandwiches
wrapped in lunch wrap and
put in a brown paper bag,
Lorraine's were invariably jam.

And in those days of unsliced
bread her sandwiches were real
door stops! Not only that, but
she had to wrap them in a sheet 

from The Kalgoorlie Miner. As I
said, looking back 1 can't think
why I envied thick jam sand­
wiches wrapped in newspaper!

I guess it's something we
battle with throughout our
lives—envying what others
have or can do. The incident
was brought to mind recently
when a floral arrangement was
used to demonstrate that
though we are all different, with
different abilities, we need each
other to complete the whole
picture. Or as Paul put it in
Romans 12 and 1 Corinthians
12,wearemanypartsbutmake
up one body. With a variety of
flowers and greenery, repre­

senting people with their vari­
ous personalities, skills and
talents, a very appealing ar­
rangement was formed. No
longer was the awkwardly
shaped flower a problem, or
the unpretentious ones over­
looked, or the slightly different
ones ignored. Placed in the
skilled hands of the floral artist
they all played an important 

role. If we could picture our­
selves in the church like that
arrangement we would readily
understand the value of eve­
ryone and there would be no
envy, false modesty or under­
valuing of ourselves or others.

• Kaye Wray is a member of the
Owen, SA, combined congrega­
tion.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRDST

Melbourne
(enr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

(commencing 6 March)
For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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Comment

Discovering Life's (Sreafest [Purpose
by Selwyn Hughes

E
ver asked yourself the
question: "What am I
doingherein the world?

What is the purpose of my ex­
istence?" Millions do. It's
strange how so many Chris­
tians ask themselves these same
questions, even though God has
made it clear in the Bible that
he has a high and noble and
overarching purpose for every
one of his children.

If we are not aware of a con­
trolling purpose being at work
in our lives then life becomes
jaded. Without a purpose we
are like sand dunes that are
shaped and shifted by the pre­
vailing wind. Peter in his great
sermonon the Day of Pentecost
said: "Saveyourselves from this
untoward generation." (Acts
2:40) The root meaning of the
word "untoward" is "crooked"
but it can also be translated
"purposeless". The generation
in which Peter lived wasn't
goinganywhere—itwasadrift.
The purposeless generation
ended up by making a sudden
decision to crucify Jesus. It had
no overall purpose and thus it
was easily overtaken by a
sudden and sinister purpose.
Christians who do not see their
life purpose in terms of what
God wants them to achieve in
this world will soon be over­
taken by other purposes.

What then is God's overall
purpose for every one of his
children? It is this—to be aware
of God and of others. By
"aware of God" I mean to be in
a loving relationship with him
andby "awareofothers"! mean 

to be in a loving relationship
with them. If you search the
Scriptures you will come up
with no higher conclusion than
this.

Most Christians have little
difficulty with the vertical em­
phasis "loving involvement
with God" but when it comes
to the horizontal dimension—
"loving involvement with oth­
ers" then as Shakespeare put it:
"Ah, there's the rub." As eve­
ryone will know Christians are
no angels. They can be rude,
uncouth, stubborn, difficult
and at times downright obnox­
ious.

Loving involvement with
others is one of life's biggest
challenges andsomepeopleare
not easy to love. I have to con­
fess that there are some people
in the circle of my relationships
I sometimes wish were on the
other side of the world. As a
committed Christian what am
I to do at those times when I
find that my concerned and
loving approach to others is
unappreciated, misunderstood
or even rejected?

I am to go on loving. Jesus
made this point crystal clear in
the word that he gave to his
disciples: "A new command­
ment I give to you, that you
loveone another even as I have
loved you." (John 13:34)

How then did Jesus love?
With patience and persistence.
How would you like to rub
shoulders daily with a man like
Simon Peter for example? Yet
even though Jesus must have
been hurt time and time again 

by this vacillating and oscillat­
ing disciple, not once do we
ever see Jesus withdrawing
from him. The same goes for all
the other disciples also. Jesus
moved toward them and gave
himself to them no matter how
difficult they were and how
prone to misunderstand.

I once heard a preacher say:
"God calls us to move toward
people who are guaranteed to
hurt us." There is not a person
reading these lines who hasn't
been hurt in the area of rela­
tionship. So what do we do
when that happens? Almost
invariably we say, "I will make
sure I will never be hurt like
that again." Then our future
relationships become more
cautious, more self-protective,
more superficial. We get close
enough to peopletobeaffirmed
by them but not close enough
to be hurt by them. Our rela­
tionships thenbecome no more
meaningful than "two lovers
kissing between a pane of
glass".

What we often fail to realise
is that when we think more of
ourselves than we doof another
person to whom in the plans
and purposes of God we are
called to relate, we violate the
law of love. We are not loving
as we are loved. Our self-pro­
tective attitude deprives the
person to whom we are relating
of the spiritual impact a truly
loving heart can make, and this
in turn leads to adiminishment
of our own being. We become
less of a personbecause we have
failed to love. What then is the 

secret of maintaining good re­
lationships and pursuing life's
greatest purpose? It is to keep
our hearts open to the fact that
in Christ we are loved with a
love that is unconditional and
unfailing.

We are to draw upon that
love and allow it to become the
motivating force in our per­
sonalities

More than draw upon it we
are to trust it, believing it to hold
us whenever we are hurt, mis­
understood or rejected. It is only
when we experience divine
love at the core of our being—
experience it not just compre­
hend it—then we have the
power to move toward others
and love as we are loved.

Everyone of us is controlled
by one of two forces—love or
fear. When love is at the helm
then we can move toward
people knowing that though
they hurt us they cannot de­
stroy us.

We are then fortified to en­
dure the pain of difficult rela­
tionships and can go on loving
even in the face of the most
painful situations. But when
fear is at the helm then we be­
come more concerned about
ourselves than we do for others;
more afraid of being misun­
derstood than of loving. Our
relationships then become su­
perficial and drained of all
spiritual power.

I am convinced that a failure
to understand this truth is one
of the issues that is responsible
for the church being unable to
make the impact upon the
world that it should.

Jesus did not say, "By this
shall all men know you are my
disciples...when you fill the
biggest auditoriums and sta­
diums in the land."

No, he said: "By this shall all
men know that you are my
disciples, if you have love one
for another." (John 13:35)

I will tell you this—the world
will listen when Christians love.

• Selwyn Hughes is the author of
"Every Day with Jesus".

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—"white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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