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Guest Editorial

Don Herbert

W
hat is a real man? What does a
male pattern his manhood on
in this cauldron of gender chaos

in the 90s? There is real confusion in the
minds of Australian men about their man­
hood. The entertainment industry, gives
the distinct impression that a male's role
model can'tbe his father. Married men are
portrayed as Dagwood Bumstead types,
bumbling fools forever having to be res­
cued from situations they get themselves
in by their capable, level-headed wives.
Only divorced men, men on their own,
feral males, are portrayed as strong and
intelligent.

The secular pattern of manhood pro­
jected by Hollywood changes as much as
the stars change their spouses. In the 50s
and 60s it was the John Wayne image. God,
guts and country. Never apologise, never
show your emotions, never cry, take it on
the chin like a man. In the 70s and 80s it was
Clint Eastwood. Guts and guns. No hon­
our! No God! No soul! If you have to shoot
a man in the back do it! Then came the
gender blenders Boy George, Michael
Jackson and the like, males with make-up.
No wonder men are confused! They don't
know whether the are Arthur or Martha.
It's not surprising that some men think
that being man is "looking like Tarzan,
walking like Jane and smelling like
Cheeta".

What then is the pattern for manhood?
Dr Ed Cole, founderof the Christian Men's
Network and author of the book Maxim­
ised Manhood, hit the nail on the head when
he said, Manhood and Christlikeness are
synonymous." Being a real man is being
like Jesus! Jesus, the man's man, portrayed
all the attributes and quality of manhood
that God wants for all men.

Jesus (the second Adam) recognised
accepted and fulfilled responsibility. He
never ducked and weaved in an effort to
slip out of his responsibilities. He may
have agonised over them. He certainly did
this in the garden when the thought of the
coming Cross weighed upon him, but ulti-
mately, when faced with the nails, he
stretched out his hands in submission.

How different he was from the first
Adam, who stood passively by in the Gar­
den while the Devil deceived his whe
hismanh the resPonsibUiHes of
™ mafnh°od he stepped backand allowed
his wife to become spokesperson and ,
sume his manly role. Instead of protecting
S^^1?gEve'whohesaidwas"flesho8f
h flesh he wthdrew from the battle line 

and left her alone and vulnerable to Sa­
tan's onslaught. Consequently God held
Adam, not Eve, responsible for the Fall
This is evident when, on entering the Gar­
den, God asked, "Adam where are you?"

Twentieth-century males who refuse to
accept the responsibility of headship in the
home and to guide, guard and govern
their families by Christlike example fol­
low in Adam's train and will ultimately be
held responsible by God. Failure in family
headship for tire most part can be attrib­
uted not to strong outspoken women but
to weak-kneed wimpish men. Real men
like Jesus bite the bullet of responsibility.

Jesus was not only responsible but he
was also accountable. He came under the
Father's authority. Many modem males
suffer from the "Dirty Harry syndrome".
They refuse to be answerable to anyone or
anything. This immovable arrogance is
viewed by many as the ultimate expres­
sion of manhood. Living free! Entering
and exiting relationships without any
thought of obligation is considered ma­
cho. Broken hearts, broken lives and fa­
therless children have therefore become
the product of our age, the bitter fruit of
irresponsible confused males. Biblical
manhood, however, is founded on the prin­
ciple of accountability.

Jesus was a man of integrity. Honesty
and truth were his banner. Keeping his
word to God, friends and even his enemies
was all important. He knew that a man can
only be trusted to the extent of his word.
Yet many so-called macho men are crest­
fallen when their wives and children don t
trust them. They fail to realise that the
worth of a man's character is measured by
his word. True men are men who recog­
nise and fulfil their responsibilities in every
aspect of their lives. They are men who see
themselves accountable before God for
their actions or inactions. They are men of
integrity who keep their word to their own
hurt. They are men like Jesus. They under­
stand that "being a male is a matter o
birth, but being a man is a matter of choice

Strong men build strong families. Strong
families make strong churches.

• Don Herbert graduated from
1974 and had ministries atPadstow andM
Druitt, NSW, Maryborough, Qfrfr
Goonellabah, NSW, before commencing
Tuggeranong, ACT, where he is now in 11
third year. He oversees the Christian
Network there. Hates the cold, but loves
warmth of the church he serves. ___
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Ccofisic Elas Its Fiirstt Centenary fin 100 Years
...and they're still celebrating

0 Celebrating Colac's centenary

Visitors came from as far away
as Queensland and Tasmania
to celebrate with the Colac, Vic,
church throughout our cente­
nary celebration weekend 6-8
March. The whole weekend
was a great success as we re­
called and reminisced about
many great even ts from the dis­
tant, and not-too-distant, past.
People returned who were in
the fellowship here over 60
years ago, while others who
had only moved away 18
months ago also returned.

We began the weekend with
a "Memories and Munchies"
night, which saw many of the
old relics, record books and
photos brought out for all to
view. On the same evening our
young people had a concert in 

the local Memorial Square,
where Merelyn Watson and
her band entertained the local
youth.

Saturday morning saw a bus
tour of tire local area with the
sights and new developments
being explained by our local
tourist information personal­
ity, Ian Burnett. Saturday af­
ternoon was a reflection time
down by the Colac Lake. We
reconsidered the first calling of
Jesus' disciples as we sat by the
peaceful water in the beautiful
Autumn sunshine. We were
also entertained with some
musical items by Clive Doak
and mimes by "God's
Clowns".

Then it was time for our cel­
ebration dinner that evening 

with over 100 adults and 20
children enjoying theentertain-
ment from "Kairos" (a musical
group from Mildura) and Mrs
Flynn. It was a great night as
several of the previous student
ministers, ministers, and mem­
bers recalled some of their ex­
periences, many of which were
extremely humorous.

Sunday morning saw well
over 200 gather in the local Civic
Hall for our celebration wor­
ship service, where "Kairos"
ministered by their music,
Anne Lane and Suzanne Bath
led the time of praise and wor­
ship, our own local minister
David Home shared around
the Lord's Table with eight of
our young people serving and
Ian Allsop gave the message.

After the service there was a
time of eating and fellowship
held back at the church hall,
where many old memories
came alive for people. Photo­
graphs needed to be taken, and
they were, by our local photog­
rapher, Bob Baillie, who was
kept busy all weekend.

Throughout the weekend
souvenirs were sold and draw­
ings of our church buildings
(which were on several of our
souvenirs) were done by
Wendy Westlake and Joy
McFadden, while our secretary
Anne Box spent countless
hours compiling and printing
our booklet for the occasion.

Murray and Norma Seiwood
returned to help with setting
up and cleaning up as well.

Sunday evening came and it
was our most recent minister
who shared in the gospel mes­
sage. Alf White, with many
years of experience and matu­
rity, shared with us the mes­
sage of love. Our young people

; ministered through their mu- :
1 sic while Suzanne Bath once

againledthetimeofpraiseand I
worship. Supper was arranged
by Jill Robb. Then it was time !
to clean up.

The weekend was over but
the celebrations continue as we
move quickly into our second j
century. —David Horne

• Bev and Alf White cut the
birthday cake

C<0)]pfimig wfith VCE
Help with studies appreciated

The light at the end of the tun­
nel became brighter for 15 VCE
(Victorian Certificate of Edu­
cation) students on 22 May.
Jonathan Moore, student min­
ister at the Ringwood, Vic,
church, organised a "Coping
with VCE" night where stu­
dents enjoyed tea together, then
listened to guest speakers give
coping tips.

Debbie Wilkins, a VCE
teacher and librarian, pointed
out helpful and harmful char­
acteristics she had noted in peo­
ple who are studying. Her hus­
band Dave is a VCE co­
ordinator, so he encouraged the
students to follow realistic long­

term and short-term goals. An
occupational therapist, Andrea
Salmon, taught relaxation ex­
ercises. She gave tips on ways
in which students should take
care of themselves, including
the importance of a suitable
work environment. Jonathan
Moore let the young adults
know of the various types of
help available for them in the
church family, including tutor­
ing and emotional support. As
Jonathan put it, it shouldn't be
"sink or swim" for the VCE
students,and this "Coping with
VCE" night was an effective
way to prevent that.

—Rachel Thomas
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SWAT Campaigns
; Making the alcohol industry pay for its damage

Bible Society Move
New Bible House in Victoria

The recently formed pressure
group SWAT (Society With­
out Alcoholic Trauma) is try­
ing to change the attitude of

i society and the legislators re­
garding alcohol.

It is campaigning to cut the
■ costs of alcohol abuse to Aus­

tralian society by making the
' liquor industry itself pay for
I the damage it does and by re­

ducing the alcohol abuse itself.
SWAT sees that there are three
main approaches that could be
made to the problem: through
education, through the courts

i or by legislation.
| Those involved with SWAT

see that education programs are
1 long-term projects and often it

is difficult to evaluate their re-
I suits. There are already several
. groups involved in various

education programs regarding
alcohol. They are also con­
cerned that we as a nation ap-

. pear to be losing the fight and
| thus alternative approaches
! may need to be adopted.

The two approaches with the
' greatest prospects of success

lie with political pressure and
by pursuing the liquor indus­
try through the courts. There
are several court cases at vari­
ous stages of progress that are
claiming damages from the liq­
uor industry for alcohol abuse.

' Many of these cases are being
! foughtinNewSouth Wales and

at least one involves an Abo­
riginal and his fight for justice

' after suffering from alcohol
• abuse.

If a similar case to those in­
volving passive smoking were
to succeed then this would have
a tremendous impact on all ar-

| eas of the liquor industry.
. The main area that SWAT is
' concentrating on at present is

putting pressure on Federal
. politicians. They believe that if

they can come up with the
names of at least 100,000 Aus-

' tralians who favour reform of
laws to ensure that the indus-

i try pays for the ills it causes
; thenpoliticianswillstarttotake

note and pressure will build.
j Currently they haveover55,900

names and addresses of such
i______________________________________
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Australians and their immedi­
ate aim is 100,000 names and
addresses although 500,000
names and addresses would
have even a larger impact on
our politicians.

Currently one of the eco­
nomic catchcries of many areas
in society is to make the user
pay. If the users of alcohol and
the gainers of profits of the al­
cohol trade were to pay for the
costs of alcohol abuse in Aus­
tralia then that would mean a
large sum of government funds
available for other pressing
needs.

It would also mean that the 
• Ian Whitelock, Ian Allsop, Brian Good (Bible Society State
Director), Max Carter, Roger Hollard and Pam Bowers in
the archival display area of Bible House

costs being passed on would
probably deter many potential
abusers of alcohol. Advertis­
ing campaigns such as those

The Australian Christian

against drink driving could
well be funded by the industry
in much the same way that the
anti-smoking campaigns are
now funded by taxes on to­
bacco.

It is estimated that the an­
nual costs to society of the mis­
use of alcohol in Australia is
over $6,000m. This is calculated
from such areas as the costs of
workplace accidents associated
with alcohol, costs to the health
system from alcohol abuse, the
loss of production because of
people affected by alcohol, the
costs in social services through
deaths and disabilities caused
by alcohol.

Currently the Government
raises some $1.7 billion in taxes
on the alcohol industry but the
costs to society run at over $7.8
billion.

SWAT is looking for names
and addresses. Do you wish to
help? SWAT is not arguing for
the total prohibition of alcohol
or for people to become total
abstainers from alcohol. They
are primarily concerned that
the alcohol industry pays its
share of the costs of this drug
on society.

Names and addresses of
people who support SWAT's
aims should be sent to Society
Without Alcohol Trauma, 1st
Floor, 15 Collins Street, Mel­
bourne 3000.

Churches of Christ people have
been making a significant con­
tribution to the life and minis­
try of the Bible Society in Vic­
toria for the past 30 years.

Three of the past four chair­
man of committees were from
Churches of Christ—Bob
Geyer (1961-1982), Gordon
Scambier (1982-1987) and Ian
Whitelock, who is the current
chairman. (Ian is minister at
Chelsea.) Gordon was also
President of the BSIV in 1990-
91. Each of them also served
additional years as committee
members.

Current staff members of the
BSIV include Finance Manager
Roger Hollard (minister at Ber­
wick 1970-72), Secretary to the
State Director Pam Bowers
(minister at Stawell 1974-79,
Kaniva 1980-84, Frankston
1985-90) and Receptionist
Adele Geyer. Until recently,
Milton Oliver (minister at
Sunbury), worked part time.

The immediate past Confer­
ence President, Max Carter, and
the Conference Secretary, Ian
Allsop, recently visited the new
Bible House at 85 Burwood
Highway, Burwood, which
was dedicated to the glory of
God in February this year.

Since 1910 the Bible Society
had operated from241 Flinders
Lane. For the past 10 years, a
separate wholesale and re­

source department had oper­
ated in Auburn. In early 1991 a
number of factors coalesced to
convince the committee that it
was time to move to new
premises—the benefits of be­
ing under one roof, the very
low property prices, an ageing
city building, changes in Mel­
bourne's demography, and ac­
cess to the city.

The top floor of the new Bi­
ble House houses the adminis­
tration, and includes an attrac­
tive conference room with ad­
jacent kitchen. This facility is
available for use by outside or­
ganisations. The ground floor
houses the very attractive dis­
play and resource area, an ar­
chival display and the whole­
sale warehouse. You are wel­
come to visit at any time.

The Bible Shop will continue
to operate at 241 Flinders Lane
for the foreseeable future. The
staff there will handle general
enquiries or receive donations
for the society, as well as at
Burwood.

At the February dedication
service, the committee chanj
man, Ian Whitelock, launched
the Bible House Building
Fund Appeal, a project of the
175th anniversary celebration
of the Bible Society. Donations
to this appeal may be sent to
Bible House, Private Bag 650 /
Burwood 3125.
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Chaplains in the Army '
Bob Smith gets closer to his commander
Chaplain Bob Smith had his
annual combat fitness test
(CFT) recently.

This test, taken while dressed
in combatorder of boots, packs,
two full water bottles and rifle,
consists of four separate tests,
each with a time limit attached
and carried out in a continuous
sequence:

° Climbing a 6 m rope.
0 Scaling a 1.8 m wall, nego­

tiating a series of obstacles,
jumping a 1.5 m ditch, crossing
further obstacles, then return­
ing to the start by doing all
these in reverse.

° Carrying another soldier
plus rifle and equipment for
100 m.

° Completing a 15 km run.
Bob, who is senior chaplain

of the Australian Army's 2nd
Division, passed the test at the
recent annual field exerciseheld
at the Gan Gan Training Area.

As a padre Bob would not be
involved in combat, but would
be required to work and minis­
ter in whatever parts of tire com­
bat zone his unit or formation

was in.
Second Division is the Aus­

tralian Army Reserve's largest
formation.

Jim Newton tells how he became a chaplain

The husband of a lady in our
congregation was a staff mem­
ber with our local Army Re­
serve. Although he was not a
churchgoer, he often chal­

lenged me to consider a much-
needed role with the Re­
serves—as a chaplain

I have always believed in the
philosophy that the church is 

• Jim Newton

the servant of Christ, and as
our Lord so aptly modelled in
his earthly ministry, we ought
to be where the people are.

My major concern was not so
much the service but the serv­
ant. I was in my mid-forties
and in a year's time my young­
est son was eligible to join the
forces himself. Surely my ap­
plication would be received
with great humour and the
walls of the Department of De­
fence would echo with laugh­
ter and mirth.

After much agonising and
emotional stress, mid-life crisis
would not allow me to surren­
der my youthfulness, or what
was left of it, away. So as boldly
as I could I took hold of my pen
and filled in the appropriate
forms and mailed them off to
the department.

It came as a surprise when
answering the phone on one
occasion to hear the voice of
Major Henderson of the Chap­
laincy Department asking if he
could call in to see me.

Tire interview went smoothly
enough and the greatest
achievement of the interview
was that I would not be the
"Grand Old Grandad" of the
Army Reserve.

Having never served in any
of the forces, the next 12 months
proved to be somewhat of a
challenge to me. My whole life
was running with all sorts of
uncertain feelings. At times the
question of "What are you do­
ing?" came back repeatedly.
There was that sense of insecu­
rity lurking behind every step I |
took. I knewl that I had stepped
out of my comfort zone. Mind
you, after 15 years in ministry,
feeling relative easy about what
I was doing, I could feel once
again some of the uncertainties
and relate to the different ones .
who would come into my of­
fice for guidance.

The first night at Pymble 2/
17 Royal New South Wales i
Regimentwaswhereconfusion ,
began to reign. I distinctly re- ■
member carrying webbing (not ;
yetassembled and in individual !
pieces), boots, socks, bush hat '
and many other articles which ’
I had no idea how to wear nor ’
their intended purposes. There I
wasafeelingofexcitementalso i 

when I was given my equip­
ment, as if all my Christmas
presents for the next few years
had now been handed to me.
Mind you if there was an in­
struction sheet on the "how to"
then no-one was aware of such
literature. So in the tradition of
being an Australian, that is,
"give him a piece of wire and
he will fix if', I took up the
challenge now set before me. I
am sure the lance corporal in­
discriminately straightened an
innocent private's uniform so
as to show this chaplain cap­
tain how to present himself as a
soldier.

Officer Cadet Training Unit
was a most enlightening time
as I matched my best with oth­
ers who were of my own vin­
tage and ability. As we sat in
the different lectures there was
some consolation as I watched
the faces of my colleagues. That
same distant look mixed with
the uncertainties that I had felt
many times myself. We soon
realised our common need and
began to share with each other
the information we had gath­
ered since our acceptance into
the Reserve. Twelve months
down the track and with a little
comprehension of many of the
abbreviations, with a knowl­
edge of how to march, salute
and what is meant by an SLR
(self-loading rifle), I feel as if I
can now get on with the chal­
lenge of becoming an effective
padre.

In all that has been said, what
is it that I have learnt? I believe
that I need to be available to the
men and women I serve show­
ing to them that we are an inte­
gral part of the whole effort
which includes being seen
where the digger is, and feeling
as the digger feels.

—Chaplain RJ. (Jim>
Newton

W
Help!
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no easy task. He compared the
three different presentations of
the one Gospel made by Mat­
thew, Luke and Paul as each
related the Gospel to the Jew
and the Gentile. Then he chal­
lenged the forum to be creative
in proclaiming the Gospel,
grounding it in history, but
applying it to those today who
experience futili ty in their lives,
those who lack hope and those
who have lost a sense of family.

Bishop Paul Barnett, of
North Sydney, spoke on evan­
gelism that is apostolic. Genu­
ine evangelism today is an ex­
tension of Paul's apostolic min­
istry. Evangelism is eternal in
its effect on both believers and
unbelievers, and it is impera­
tive that we recover a belief in
the reality of heaven and hell to
do evangelism effectively.

Phillip Jensen, Anglican
Chaplain to the University of
NSW andRectorof StMatthias',
Centennial Park, sought to
place the work of the evange­
list into the Australian context,
noting how difficult it is to
break through the Australian
psyche. One particular diffi-

| cultyisthattocontendfortruth
in these days is to be labelled
"divisive". This places a heavy
responsibility on the evange­
list to do everything for the
glory of God, to do nothing
that would cause another to
stumble, to try to please every­
one in every way, yet not to suit
ourselves for other7 s sakes. The
real context for the proclama­
tion of the Gospel is always
that of fallen humanity outside
of Eden, and to understand
people we must start with what
the Bible says, as the Bible ad­
dresses the fundamentals of
human nature, not the periph­
erals. The pursuit of religion
and the pursuit of Christ are
two different things—to pur­
sue religion is to attempt to
escape from God, but to pursue
Christ is to turn to God.

people's needs so that worship
has genuine relevance to what
is going on in the world. The
lifestyle of the Christian and
the atmosphere of worship
must be such that people are
forced to the conclusion that
"these people have got some­
thing that I want, and I want to
know how to get it".

"Soul-winning," he said, "is
a fundamental activity of the
church. And the church grows
when people bring their
friends. And people bring their
friends when they know their
friends won't be embarrassed
by what goes on. And their
friends will come when they
know that the church displays
an attitude of non-judgmental
love."

The Australian Forum on
Evangelism was sponsored by
the United Evangelistic Coun­
cil of NSW, whose members
are drawn from the Anglican,
Baptist, Brethren, Congrega­
tional, Presbyterian and Unit­
ing Churches, Churches of
Christ and the Salvation Army.

Audio and video cassettes
of all sessions are available
from Audio Advice, PO Box
288, Riverstone 2765, phone
(02) 6271895, fax (02) 627 5018.

—Bob Thomas

A Challenge to
Traditionalism

Is something right just be­
cause "we've always done it
that way" ? Is something wrong
justbecause "we've never done
that before"?

Barry McMurtrie of the
Wollongong, NSW, Church of
Christ, challenged those
present to examine the way
things have always been done
to see whether or not the old

' ways are still the best ways to
do the work of an evangelist.

He confessed to being "not
too keen on 'big' evangelism,
not often given to making altar
calls, no t much of an academic".
Yet he has seen churches grow
under his ministry, particularly
his present church, which has
grown from about 100 to about
1,600 members, and has just
built a large new church com­
plex. About 60% of the growth
has been by people coming to
faith in Christ, and about 40%
has been by transfer.

Two great problems he sees
confronting the church today
are that so many Christians
have lost the concept of the
lostness of the lost, and too
many Christians are like "corn­
pickers in a wheat field"—us­
ing inappropriate methods to
reap the harvest, which is just
waiting to be gathered in.

Barry told of his own early
experiences: "I did a lot of fiery
preaching, but after the smoke
cleared, very few came into sal­
vation!" So he went door­
knocking to find out why peo­
ple don't go to church. He dis­
covered that most people be­
lieved in God, some even read
the Bible, but they couldn't see
any advantage in going to
church. "They liked the prod­
uct, but they didn't like the re­
tail outlet," he said.

trum who attended the Aus­
tralian Forum on Evangelism

■ at the Salvation Army's
I Collaroy Centre, north of Syd-
I ney, NSW, 25-29 May.

"Living to Please God" was
I the theme of Archdeacon Peter

Adam's daily Biblestudies, and
i the necessity for the evange-
' list's life to match his message
I was a dominant theme of the

forum. God's creating and re­
deeming work in Christ as that
which alone brings unity to the
diversity of the created order
was expounded by Indian-bom

; Christian apologist Dr Ravi
| Zacharias in three major ple-
1 nary addresses. Reminding his
I hearers of the three great cul-
i tures of the world to which
I Christ came—Hebrew, Greek
I and Roman—he said: "The
, Hebrews looked for light, the

Greeks looked for knowledge,
the Romans looked for glory.
And Paul, in 2 Corinthians 4:6,
says: "God, who caused the
light to shine out of darkness,
made his light shine in our
hearts to give us the light of the
knowledge of the glory of God
in the face of Christ"—He is the

I Gospel, the pursuit of all man-
, kind; all is wrapped up in the

Gospel of Christ."
Other major themes of the

forum were—
• the urgent need for Chris­

tian evangelism in an increas­
ingly secular society;

• the wide diversity of ways
in which the Gospel can be pre­
sented and the many different
ways in which people will re­
spond to the Gospel;

• the need to proclaim the
unchanging Gospel message in
ways that are relevant to our
ever-changing society;

• the truth and sufficiency of
Scripture, both in the message
proclaimed and the methods
by which it is proclaimed;

• the principal place and
work of God—the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit—in 

Miichael Adamson, mi nisterof
the Morebank, NSW, church,
was a participant at the forum.
Michael says, "With the key
speakers and workshop lead'
ers being Australian, the forum
shows that we have the people
to give the church effective
evangelism for the future. Aus­
tralians need to stop making
excuses for our churches an
start doing the hard work 0
evangelism."

erties to be more user friendly
and every attempt to be made
to get people onto the prop­
erty, using a multitude of ac­
tivities that satisfy their inter­
ests so that when they have a
deep need they will know
where to come seeking help in
a non-threatening environ­
ment. When they eventually
start coming to services, those
who lead them need to speak to 

Living to Please God
New impetus for evangelism in Australia
"Getchanged!Gettogether!Get I evangelism.
going!"—that was the chai- ! Bishop John Reid, of South
lengeevangelistLeightonFord | Sydney, speaking on "A Multi­
left with the452Christians from i faceted Gospel", said that get-
a wide denominational spec- I ting Aussies into heaven was

• Michael Adamson
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Phone (003) 75 1247
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Wlhiait Us Wes ISesivns
Doiimg Bow?
Itinerant music ministry

tralian Board of
Church Development
& Education. Since the
beginning of the year
Wes has ministered in
NSW, Victoria, South
Australia and Western
Australia. In the next
two months he will be
ministering in Tasma­
nia, Victoria, South
Australia and NSW.

Wes was signed by
a record company last
December. The
Southern Heartland
Music Company is the
Australian subsidiary
of Maranatha Music
International. Wes's
debut album, "On the
Way to the Wedding",
has just been released
and is available on cas-

° Wes Beavis

After seven years as Barry
McMurtrie's associate minis­
ter at the Wollongong, NSW,
church, Wes Beavis has gone,
with Barry's and the church's
highest blessing, into an itiner­
ant music ministry. At
Wollongong he was minister
in charge of music and wor­
ship. Wes felt a leading of the
Lord to get out into our Aus­
tralian churches and help them
achieve what they had discov­
ered to be possible at
Wollongong.

Don Smith has recognised
him as a consultant to the Aus-

sette and compact
disc. (A review will

appear in a later issue.)
Wes's current ministry in­

volves concerts, church serv­
ices and consultancies.

One of Wes's visions is to
help the local church identify
and pursue its potential for vi­
tality through relevant music
and worship. He believes every
church has been given the ca­
pability of creating vibrant and
magnetic worship. The key is
not talent but vision. To help
churches with this vision he
can conduct a worship and
music workshop, "The he ART
of Worship", for a local con­
gregation.

Wes will be singing at the
Northside Community
Church, NSW, on 7 July, sing­
ing and preaching at the
Berkely, NSW, Apostolic
Church on 12 July and then
holding concerts and preach­
ing at the Hobart, Tas, church
15-22 July followed by work­
shops and a concert at the
Marion, SA, church 26-31J uly.

If anyone wants to contact
Wes they can write to him c/o
Powerborn, PO Box 192,
Figtree 2525. Phone (042) 71
7555 or 721411 (AH).

©®ung Good Murdered
Fremantle's sad loss
It is with sadness that we re­
port that Doug Good, minister
of the Fremantle, WA, church
was murdered on 3 June.

His body was discovered in :
the dining-room of the manse '
at about 7 am after a man in a ,
blood-spattered shirt walked
into the nearby police station. !
He accompanied police to the :
manse and was then taken to '
Perth for questioning.

Hassan Baharestan, an Ira­
nian living in Hilton, was
charged with wilful murder.
Police allege Doug was mur­
dered at about 6.30 am after an
argument.

Doug was a graduate of the
College of the Bible and had
almost completed six years of
ministry at the Fremantle
church, following 15 years of
ministry with the Bruce Rock
and Merredin churches in WA.
Doug had been very busy help­
ing the Fremantle church pre­
pare for its centenary celebra­
tions later this year.

Doug was known for the as-

• Doug Good

sistance he gave to refugees,
including many from Iran. The
manse was always open to peo­
ple in need and Doug often had
refugees stay with him in the
manse.

At this time the exact reasons
for the murder are unknown.

An obituary will appear in a
later issue.

birthday Honours
Robert Leane and Clive Ward
Two prominent members of
Churches of Christ were hon­
oured in the Queen's Birthday
Honours list. Robert Raymond
Leane of South Australia and
Clive Langridge Ward of Vic­
toria were both made Mem­
bers of the Order of Australia,
General Division (AM), and
both were cited for sendees to
the community.

Robert Leane has just com-
i pletedatwo-yeartermasPresi-

dent of Conference in South
Australia. His citation was for
his many years of service to the
St John Ambulance Sendee, his

i involvement with the Inde-
i pendent Schools Board (Execu-
' tive Officer or Director since

the board's inception in 1974)
and for his service to Churches

i of Christ.
Clive Ward was also recog-

i nised for three areas of sendee.
I He is currently President of the

Help a...

Box Hill Hospital Board, a po­
sition he has held since 1984.
Clive also had over 15 years
active involvement with the
Essendon Football Club. Clive
has also been very active in
Churches of Christ both in Vic­
toria and nationally. He was
for many years Victorian Con­
ference Secretary and is cur­
rently National Conference
President.

Full details will appear in our
next issue.
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roots of Christianity we are in
danger of undermining the
strength of the Gospel. Seldom
is there any explanation given
by our ministers of the Old Tes­
tament Sunday readings.

—Gladys Butler
(Bruce Rock, WA)

Unity
To the Editor,

Take heart Max Collyer
("CROP and Unity", "AC" 23
May). People still do have vi­
sions. I read in the May issue of
In Unity that in Seaford, SA,
four Christian denominations
(Anglican, Catholic, Churches
of Christ and Uniting) have
agreed to create an ecumenical
centre. Rather than establish­
ing separate denominational
centres, they will build and
work together.

There will be two major func­
tions in the centre, a church or
chapel function, and a care or
social welfare function.

In the care centre there will
be a range of "shops": coffee

Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

More on Curkpatrick
To the Editor,

After reading Stephen
Curkpatrick's article, "Faith
Speaking to Faith" ("AC" 23
May), there are two things
which I think should be said in
your columns.

The first concerns the appar­
ent discrepancies in the gospel
accounts of the resurrection.
The finest work I know on this
subject is John W enham' shook
Easter Enigma (Paternoster
Press, 1984) subtitled "Are the
Resurrection Stories in Con­
flict?" He demonstrates in a
masterly way that the gospel
writers were competent and
truthful witnesses, as Luke said
in his preface.

The second concern is the
very nature of faith. In an ap­
pendix on "Gospel Criticism"
John Wenham observes that
"the current analytical ap­
proach to the gospels often has
the effect of making scholars
more and more uncertain at
more and more points, till even­
tually their view of Jesus and
his teaching is lost in haze".

"Faith Speaking to Faith"
reflects what we are left with
by that whole trend in scholar­
ship which has sought to di­
vorce "the Christ of faith" from
"the Jesus of history". The ma­
jor contribution of Francis
Schaeffer in this 20th century
has been to show where the
roots of theological liberalism
really lie, and why it leaves us
with a faith which is finally
only an irrational, existential
leap in the dark.

—Bill Gaunson
(Waikiki, WA)

Thanks
To the Editor,

I am writing to thank mem­
bers of the various churches
who have been praying for
Steve's recovery after his mo­
torcycle accident. We thank

God for the miracle of Steve's
recovery, and we thank each
and every one of you for your
caring and love shown to Steve
and our family over this period
of time.

We would like to celebrate
with all of you on Sunday, 5
July, at 12.30 pm at the Ascot
Vale Church of Christ Hall, St
Leonards Rd, Ascot Vale.Please
come and have lunch with us,
so that we can join together in
thanks and praise.

—Anice Curlis
(North Essendon, Vic.

Phone (03) 379 8502)

Good on You Swanston
Street

To the Editor,
I write to commend the

Swanston Street church for its
setting apart of 20 members to
help the Brunswick and South
Yarra churches, once large
churches but now through cir­
cumstances beyond their con­
trol severely reduced in num­
bers. I remember when it was
from Swanston Street that
young people went to add
strength and leadership to the
Ascot Vale church when it was
down but not out.

It is exhilarating, and for
some very comfortable, to be
part of a big church. But thank
God some of our big churches
have a sense of mission to the
once big but now struggling
churches that still have great
potential. It was with this sense
of mission that Doncaster has
set aside Don and Tops Milne
for their excellent lay pastoral
ministry in Coburg.

In Victoria alone there are 38
such churches, as well as a
number of newer churches,
needing workers, musicians,
visitors, leaders and "mission­
ary families" willing to forego
the inspiration of the big excit­
ing services in order to disco ver
the exhilaration of small excit­
ing services.

—Gordon Stirling
(Boronia, Vic)

"Spiritualising" Israel
To the Editor,

It's a long time since we have
heard any positive teaching on
Old Testament prophecy rela­
tive to the "end times".

Why is this? Is the church of
Christ suffering from the delu­
sion that now the church is
"spiritual Israel"? Therefore all
of the good promises made to
old national Israel now apply
to us, "the body of Christ" on
earth, but the bad prophecies
for the end times refer only to
old Israel and to those who are
outside of Christ?

One gathers from today's
clergy that our colleges are
teaching their students along
these lines, for it's such a long
time since we've heard any
other teaching. The late Ern
Hinrichsen taught truthfully
about the restoration of Israel
as a nation in the "last days", as
did quite a number of the older
ministers, but not so now.

Today our young ministers
look quite blank and seem to be
not the slightest bit interested
in the restoration of the nation
of Israel. "We see the procla­
mation of the Gospel as our
job." True—but some of us
wonder that by ignoring the 

Letters from Tertius

"The Girl Thsitt
I Marry"

To the Editor,
In these days when the TV "soaps" and the glossy "mags" and

the sensational novels seem to be succeeding in convincing us
that sleeping round is the "in thing", provided you use condoms,
and that marriage is a great show with brides in vintage cars or
horse-drawn carriages, but don't expect it to last, I am sometimes
refreshed when I heard about a couple who have kept themselves
for each other until after the wedding.

Maybe I'm an old-fashioned traditionalist, and somewhat sen­
timental, but I must confess to wiping my eyes, surreptitiously,
after I heard of one young man. He wrote a letter to his future
bride telling her that he would keep himself for her and for her
alone, until the day when they made their common vows to God
m church. That moved me, but even more when I discovered that

e didn t even have a steady girlfriend at the time, let alone a
nancee. But he knew that when he did take a bride she would have
a husband whom she could honour and respect because of his
moral commitment.

I fell to thinking that some of the second- and third-hand girt5
w o end up with second- and third-hand guys, would give their
right arms to have a husband like that.

can t understand why the girls, who are in the majority, don't
gang up against the guys who want to use them or emotionally

ackmail them into taking what isn't theirs. Maybe they would
g more guys like the one I've written about if they did.

—Tertius
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News

Vhc-Tsis CW1F Ccwmlfewimc©
Women in action

» CWF office bearers Lois Tagg (secretary), Glenys Reaby
(president) and Anthea Parker (treasurer)

Letters

shops, op shop, drop-in centre
and craft shop, plus easy access
to a multifunctional hall and
meeting rooms. Some of these
will be used extensively by gov­
ernmental welfare agenciesand
church and community agen­
cies. In the church centre the
participating denominations
will do all they can together,
including shared Christian
education classes and liturgi­
cal worship. All the facilities
will be shared.

I believe it is only as we work
together "that the world will
believe" and take notice of
Christ's teaching. Let's pray
that this is only the beginning
of many such centres in Aus­
tralia. —Iris Page

(Nunawading, Vic)

Unity of Christians Is?
To the Editor

At National and Vic-Tas
Conferences many asked,
"What is the unity we intend as
response to Christ's prayer?" I
would like to read others' ideas
of this. But as a start may I
quote from the Week of Prayer
forChristian Unity papers? (My
emphases.)

"Churches are called to face
together the challenges of mis­
sion today...to offer together a
compelling witness to the gos­
pel of Jesus in a world shaped
by material values to offer to­
gether God's vision of one
world of peace and justice in a
world dominated by economic,
political and ideological visions
which are indifferent or hostile
to that gospel...called together
to offer a vision in Christ which
is fully respectful of local cul­
tures in all their diversity. To
speak out togetheragainst false
forms of "mission" which im­
pose the values of one culture
upon another...use mass me­
dia for manipulation...aim at
increasing the size of institu­
tions rather than the faith and
understanding of persons... I
promote not unity but further
division among Christians in
each place. Churches are called
to look beyond the growth of
particular churches to the
growth, growing together, of
the one Body of Christ."

—David Allison ’
(Hampton Street, Vic)

"God's Women in Action" was
the theme chosen by Stella
Carter as 1991-92 President for
the 106th Vic-Tas Women's
Conference held 30 April at the
Glen Waverley church.

Posies of remembrance were
placed on the platform steps as
the day of praise, thanksgiv­
ing, music and business began.
The late Grace Waterman was
remembered by a special posy.

A special welcome was given
to Tasmanian visitors, inter­
church guests and past presi­
dents. Tasmanian soloist
Denise Bradley's musical con­
tributions were a feature.

That women had been active
in God's service was evident in
the reports. Cheques were pre­
sented to conference depart­
ments: CCTC $2,700, OMB
$12,000, DMED $3,500, Com­
munity Care $3,880, and FAB
$3,200. The conference commit-

S TRACK
REMOVALS

Removals-—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Ofllce and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907”

ment offering of $4,435 was re­
ceived by Lois Smith on behalf
of the Resource and Develop­
ment Committee for the future
development of CWF. Next
year it will be given to the FAB
for new toilets at the Albury
Aboriginal Church.

A recommendation that the I
Community Care Committee |
be discontinued and a convenor
be appointed to attend to fu­
ture activities involving Com- -
munity Care was passed. Helen
Hall was approved as the new
convenor.TrevorGilesthanked *
the current committee mem- .
bers and presented each lady
with a certificate of recognition
fortheirworkandyearsofserv- |
ice.

Eleanor Roberts concluded
her five-year term as secretary. [

Lynette Leach, Field Direc­
tor, DMED, was the guest I
speaker.

Lola Adam conducted an
interesting interview with
Nathan and Esther Nhan con­
cerning their work at Rich­
mond with the Vietnamese
Church and plans for future
outreach to Chinese.

Glenys Reaby was inducted
as President, and introduced
her theme, "In Everything Give
Thanks".

A group of seven presented
liturgical movement in wor­
ship, especially written, pre­
pared and narrated by Janet i
Thompson, and the day of in­
spiration, fellowship and bless­
ing came to a close.

ACC
Gathering
Biannual meeting

i This year Victoria is the host
i for the biannual general meet-
i ing of the Australian Council
I of Churches. The 13 member
■ churches are represented by
’ delegates from all over Aus-
| tralia. The Churches of Christ
I delegates are Ian Allsop, Clive
. Ward and Joan Pye (Vic), Bob

Smith (NSW) and Tricia
Moore (SA).

There are several meetings .
that are open to public partici- i
pation. The council begins with
worship on 26 June at St Mary's
Anglican Church, North Mel- 1
bourne, Vic, at 7.30 pm. The
preacher will be Deaconess
Margaret Rodgers, Research
OfficeroftheAnglicanGeneral 1
Synod, who is based in Syd- 1
ney.

The ACC will be meeting at
Ormond College at the Univer­
sity of Melbourne. On 27 June
at 7.30 pm the keynote address
will be given by Dr Gunther
Gassmann, Director of the
Faith and Order Commission
of the WCC, on "The Unity We
Seek".

On 28 June a panel discus­
sion on local ecumenism, "In
Each Place", will be held at 7.30
pm.

On 29 June an evening will
be held that will look back at
the WCC Assembly held in
Canberra last year and also look
forward to the Australian ecu­
menical gathering planned for
January 1993 at Hawkesburv
College, Richmond, NSW,
"Living under the Southern
Cross".

There will be other events
also. Details from the VCC
office on (03) 853 2000.
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Media Review

Papers
Parenting
by Robyn Richardson (Zadok Reading Guide)

Rejecting the notion that parenting is merely a matter of simple
rules for all time, Robyn Richardson takes the reader through a
careful selection of the best in modem writing, secular and

J Christian, on parenting and families, bringing insight, encour-
I agement and confidence to thoughtful parents. Books are listed

under Family and Social Issues, What Builds a Healthy Family?,
Parenting—General Reading, Parenting Teenagers, Single
Parenting, Media and Parenting and Difficult Issues.

Available from the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Soci­
ety, Blackall St, Barton 2600, phone (06) 2731634, for $4 plus 90c
postage.

Red on Gold
by Nam Phuong (Albatross Books) $14.95

This poignant story of the daughter of a
Christian pastor and her family is set against
the horror and tragedy of war-tom Vietnam.

During her childhood Nam Phuong's fam­
ily were caught between the French occupa­
tion and the anti-colonialist Viet Minh. There
were constant identity checks and midnight
arrests. One morning the golden rice fields
w’ere reddened by the blood of a gunned-
down peasant woman—the red and gold of
the title.

Later she worked with an Australian medi-
: cal team until the terrifying fall of Saigon. Then under the Viet
, Cong came constant surveillance, re-education camps, interroga-
I tions, torture, desperate escape attempts, rice rations and hunger.
i Painted against this violent political background are gentle
I pictures of the country's life and culture—markets, schools,
i houses, paddy fields smelling sweetly of ripening rice, the pastor

working on his sermon, marriage traditions, an overbearing
mother-in-law and extended family loyalty. There are fascinating
glimpses of a medicine shop, Oriental doctors, the embroiderer
on his stool, the Chinese ice-cream man, silkworm delicacies and
street vendors. Gradually all is eroded in the aftermath of war
until "war is more bearable than liberation and peace''. On her
seventh attempt Nam Phuong escapes as a boat person.

This warm, courageous story is relevant reading in the light of
race relations and the continuing immigration debate. The au­
thor, now an Australian citizen, surely enhances our multicultural

| society. She feels she has found green pastures in Australia. I
suspect she carries the green pastures within her.

—Margaret Aird
[Nam Phuong is a member of the Nunawading, Vic, church.]

The Inviting Church
A Study of New Member Assimilation
by Roy M. Oswald and Speed B. Leas (The Alban Institute)

It is one matter attracting visitors to a church and another
’ matter encouraging them to return. It is even a more difficult
■ process encouraging new ones to become active and growing

members of a congregation. Recently, after some thorough re­
search at Nunawading, we learnt that we do well in the first two
areas mentioned, but not as well in the third.

, That is where The Inviting Church by Oswald and Leas will be
a helpful resource for our congregation. The authors remind us of 

Books

w
<3 J

the internal and external factors that influence the development
of a church and then encourage congregations to "act according
to their size" as far as an approach to assimilation is concerned.

The authors encourage an approach that goes beyond "finding
a niche" for a new worshipper. Their research indicates that
churches can be coy about spelling out the expectations for
worshippers and are just as reluctant to encourage new worship­
pers in a path of spiritual development. There are helpful sugges­
tions for churches that are interested in repeating the research
procedures of Oswald and Leas in their own congregations.

Even if church leaders do not adopt all the suggestions in the
book, they will find that they are challenged to think in terms of
making the transition of joining a new church or discovering new
faith a more exciting and stimulating event for the new worship­
per.

A Pathway through Pain
by Jane Grayshon (Kingsway Publications)

This autobiography should help those who
read it understand the difficulty of pain and
keeping faith through pain and suffering just
a littlebetter. JaneGrayshon is a bright young
lady who had a very successful career and a
young family. She suffers from a chronic
illness and continually suffers great physical
pain. This is her story and how she has coped
and the spiritual battles she has had to suffer.
We join her and her husband and rejoice in
the great times together and then plunge into
the depths of despair.

Jane Grayshon makes some interesting 
observations at times on dealing with pain and the pressures of
expecting healing that some Christians have. She also makes
some telling comments on how those who care for the ill act and
on the way visitors bring or do not bring comfort. These insights,
which are scattered through the book, should be read and di­
gested by all who visit the sick.

A well-written and informative autobiography. —CRA

Maiaonatnuaujm K

JANt GRAYMION
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World News People

Bibles for
j^missiaiooo

Churches writing the
Bible
Thousands of Bible verses are
pouring off the pens of writers
all over Australia as churches
of every denomination become
involved in the Bible Society's
Handwritten Bible Project.
Theprojectaims to raiseenough
money to put at least 360,000
Bibles into the Commonwealth
oflndependentStates(CIS) this
year.

Church co-ordinators are
finding a growing enthusiasm
once the project begins in their
church, and people personally
experience actually "doing
something" for people without
Bibles.

Over 700 congregations and
many schools, camps and other

i groups have been, or are about
I to be, involved in handwriting

verses of the Bible. In South
Australia churches and groups
have committed themselves to
writing the whole New Testa­
ment, Psalms, Proverbs and, so
far, 20% of Genesis. Tasmania
has 45 congregations partici­
pating.

Church co-ordinators in
NSW, Anne and Don Fry,
wrote, "A very high propor­
tion of our congregation par­
ticipated and we even had a 6-
year-old and two people suf­
fering from cerebral palsy writ­
ing verses. These are very pre­
cious verses indeed." Their
church had somehow been al­
located too many verses, but
then they were given a cheque
for $1,000 from a couple who
had been praying for quite
some time about where the
money should be given.

On the way home from the
Bible Society, in a taxi driven ■
by a Roman Catholic, one
church co-ordinatorshared the
project and finished up hand­
ing over her church's kit be- ;
cause the taxi driver was so
keen to involve his own church! |

Contact the Bible Society of­
fice in any state to participate
in this unique program of writ­
ing and providing the Word of
God for the former Soviet Un­

ion. Literally millions of peo­
ple are still waiting—two years
after "glasnost"—for their own
copy of the Bible.

□ooSiimdl

Albania
Need for 60,000 Bibles
"The Albanian culture is almost
devoid of references to Christi­
anity. Words like "baptism"
and the "cross" are not used;
even references to beforeChrist
and anno Domini in the Alba­
nian calendar were changed,"
says Dr Valdo Bertalot, Gen­
eral Secretary of the Bible So­
ciety in Italy. "But prohibition
of all religious life has bred a
great curiosity for Christianity
among young Albanians.

"Christianity is also seen as a
point of reference after the total
collapse of the atheistic-Marx-
ist culture. Many people are
culturally and spiritually con­
fused and the time is right to
restore the Bible in Albania,
because it has become almost
unknown," says Dr Bertalot.

There is therefore an urgent
need to supply the Bible and
Bible reading materials to Al­
bania, not only to churches
there, but also to schools, col­
leges, and libraries.

"There is a whole genera tion
of Albanians under 25 who
have no knowledge of the Bi­
ble," he said. Of the country's
3.3 million population, half is
under 25 years old, and 1 mil­
lion are under 18.

Although Christians in Al­
bania present only 30% of the
population and there are rela­
tively few evangelical Chris­
tians, their number is on the .
increase and they have now |
established an evangelical theo­
logical college. Not having ;
church buildings they meet in •
sports halls.

"With the UBS receiving re- ;
quests for foreign Scriptures ■
from the Roman Catholics, and ,
unofficial estimates of the need
for 30,000 Albanian Bibles, the
UBS anticipates distributing at
least 60,000 Scriptures in Alba- I
nia throughout 1992," said j
TerjeHartberg,aUBSPublish-
ing Consultant.

Mark Butler for
Mitcham in 1993
Eager expectation

• Mark and Nicola Butler with Daniel and Andrew

Mark Butler, with his wife
Nicola and two children, Dan­
iel and Andrew, will com­
mence a full- time ministry with
the Mitcham, Vic, church on 7
February 1993 foran initial term
of five years.

Mark grew up in Canberra
and was in active membership
with the churches there. On
leaving school he qualified as a
Registered Nurse Grade 1, then
several years later took a posi­
tion with Cardiac and Surgical
Australia, advancing to branch
manager.

He entered CCTC at
Mulgrave in 1989 and com­
menced a course of studies to­
ward a Diploma of Ministry/
Bachelor of Theology. In 1990
he began a student ministry
with the Dandenong church,
and currently is student minis­
ter at the Bellarine Peninsula
church. He expects to graduate ,
and be ordained at the end of :
1992.

The Mitcham church is look- j
ing forward with eager expec- ‘ 

tation to the commencement of j
his ministry.

—M. Wright

Help a b
mnssroini-

ary?

Many of our subscribers and
churches help our mission­
aries overseas by paying for
a subscription or part of a
subscription to The Austral­
ian Christian. The "AC" helps
our missionaries know what
is going on at home—some­
thing they appreciate very
much. If you or your church
would like to help, phone
Shirley Wallis on (03) 379
1219 now!
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Promoting partnership
—new missionaries reflect

Promoting partnership
—a national perspective.

This is a story about two national Christian workers and a white mission­
ary, Stephen Curkpatrick. Stephen is a missionary who came to work as a

church adviser under the PNG Conference in the Bunam area. When
Stephen came to Bunam he was very keen to have someone to work

in partnership with him to visit the churches and hold workshops
\ for pastors. So he got two men to work with him. One was
\\ Gromnari Yokai, and the other was Owari Brom. I, Gromnari, am
•. \\ from a different village and language from Owari. Stephen too
\<-\ came from another country. But we three became partners

I \ \\ in work.
■ \ \\ When Stephen took us around to the churches, he taught
&. V' us how to give Bible studies, and other things to help
V' ‘ Rk people get Life. And he taught us how to run a pas-

tiiA A tors’ workshop, too. We were like his apprentices,
| and we were very happy to work with him.

: - 41 \ fl Once, Stephen left Bunam and went to the village of
■ ■ ' "; / Sori to hold a pastors’ workshop. He travelled by

Mb— motor canoe. Some other pastors came with us. It was
" | the first pastors’ workshop in the Bunam area that the

• I\/ I three of us worked in together. About thirty pastors
’ / were there. We were all very glad to get together and

, / / learn together.
7 ' '~l At the end of the meeting, we all set out for our homes.

/ / But by then the creek we had come through had dried
, / up. We couldn’t use the motor. We just had to paddle.

/ . / This white man didn’t just sit and watch, he got a paddle
■-/ - /■/ and paddled with us black men. 1 didn’t think it was right
/ / for someone from another country to paddle—I thought he

- / should just watch. But Stephen didn’t agree—he showed me
' that we should bear our burdens together.

As we paddled, we came to a very big tree that blocked the creek.
Everyone in the canoe had to get out in the water to pull the canoe

across. My thinking was still the same. I thought Stephen should just sit
in the canoe while we pulled it. But Stephen didn’t want to—he got out and

helped too.
This showed me that we all have to work together.

—Anton Gromnari

In spite off everything partnership between Churches off Christ
in Zimbabwe, India, Papnn New Gninea, Vannatn, Fiji (we pray) and Australia

still goes and grows ono

It has only been a short while that we have lived in Papua New Guinea, but
one fact is very evident here.
Our observations of the national people and their way of life are that
they rely greatly on the jungle as their life-support system. For the
majority of nationals subsistence farming is still practised. They
live in harmony with the jungle and without it they could not
accomplish their tasks or sustain life. They use natural materi- /
als for building houses, firewood, making baskets, canoes,
cooking utensils, nets, bilums and many other household
articles. As well as this they also put much time and effort
into preparing and cultivating a garden in order to
maintain a food source.
I would venture to draw a parallel between this observa­
tion and the partnership in mission. As people here are
dependent on the jungle for their life support, we on the
mission field depend on all of you at home to support
us.
Your prayer support, financial support, correspond­
ence and encouragement are essential for us to be able
to accomplish our task of representing Christ in another
country.
Just as the nationals also prepare and cultivate a garden
for the purpose of maintaining their food source, we too
share in the responsibility of planting and cultivating a
partnership and friendship with our support groups at
home.
Last year it was a great privilege for Gary and myself to have
the opportunity of visiting and speaking at many different
churches in southern Queensland. It is a great strength and
encouragement to us to know that we have the support of those
churches, plus many others throughout Australia that we have not
had the opportunity to visit.
You are our life support system. It is through the strength of Jesus Christ
that you can strengthen and support us and we in turn can do the same
for the national church in Papua New Guinea.
We praise God for your partnership in mission.
—Pam Hine

July is your opportunity to be involved in promoting partnership J g>
as you give to the work of the Overseas Mission Board. Wg H „■>
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Happenings

A recent Gallup poll indi- I
cates Protestant Christian­
ity is gaining on Buddhism ■
in South Korea. But Catho- ■
lies, with fewer members,
are growing faster than
both. In the last 5 years J
Catholics have increased
nearly 25%, compared to
about 1296 for Protestants
and 11% for Buddhists.
Buddhist devotees total
about 2196 of South Ko­
rea's population, followed
by Protestants at about 2096
and Catholics 796. The sur­
vey also showed that many
Catholics and Protestants
still believe in Korean "folk
customs".

Christian television may
become a reality in New
Zealand as early as next
year, with 2 projects un­
der development. UCB
International, which pur­
chased the rights to one
of 7 UHF national televi­
sion networks 2 years
ago, hopes to have a sta­
tion up and running in
Auckland by next year.
Also, Lifeway Ministries
hopes to start a small
Christian television sta­
tion as part of a new
media training course at
its Bible school. The 2 sta­
tions will not be in com­
petition; it is envisaged
that Lifeway Ministries
will assist the UCB chan­
nel by providing some
program material and
training personnel.

In Fuyang, a remote, some­
what backward area of
Northern Anhui province in
China, the number of
church members mush­
roomed from 28,000 in
1979 to 217,000 in 1989.
Christian work there was
mainly pioneered by the
China Inland Mission (now
Overseas Missionary Fellow­
ship). By 1949 there were
23 churches with 29,000
Christians. Following the
Communist victory num­
bers shrank under pressure
to 8,000 in 1958 and only
5,000 by 1965 just before
the Cultural Revolution.
Then all formal church ac­
tivities ceased. Since the
resumption of church ac­
tivities in 1979 the church
has multiplied by 70096.
There are now 153 churches
and 985 simple meeting

places in Fuyang. In con­
trast, no Buddhist or Taoist
temples have reopened and
so Christians face no com­
petition from other faiths.
The whole area has only 6
pastors and 4 elders and
most of these leaders are
quite old.

A priest in San Antonio,
Texas, has sought an in­
junction against a parish­
ioner. At Our Lady of Sor­
rows Church, one mem­
ber insisted on singing
loudly during the service.
The problem was not the
volume but the songs.
Apparently the woman's
selections were not listed
in the order of worship.
"We don't mind her com­
ing to church," the priest,
Alexander Wangler, said.
"We just want her to sing
the same thing as every­
one else."

Burning with anger after
being accused of singing
out of tune, a choir mem­
ber in Louisville, Kentucky,
allegedly threw liquid drain
cleaner in a fellow choir
member's face. The alleged
perpetrator, who had been
accused by the choir direc­
tor of singing off key, ap­
parently blamed the victim
for singing a sour note. The
victim was treated for facial
burns and 5 other choir
members sustained minor
injuries.

Doug MacFarlane recently
completed an extensive
gospel tour through
Northern NSW, which saw
more than 1,500 chal­
lenged by the gospel mes­
sage, with many respond­
ing to make first-time

I commitments. Doug has
| just released his new al­

bum "Song of Justice",
I which should be available
; at Christian bookshops.

Doug is undertaking a
! tourofQueenslandinlate

July and August. Details
of concerts and the avail­
ability of the album "Song
of Justice" from Doug
MacFarlane, PO Box 2106,
Wollongong 2500. Phone
(042) 85 2999. Fax (042)
56 4670.

, Joseph Hunting, well-
1 known as the founder and
I director of the David House

14 (238)

Fellowship, died on 5 June.
We hope to print an obitu­
ary in a later issue.

The 5th Christians in
Sports National Confer­
ence is being held 31 Au­
gust-2 September at the
Sports Leisure Resort, Pio­
neer Rd, Fairy Meadow,
Wollongong, NSW. In- j
eluded in the program will
be the official opening of
Sanctuary Lodge and the
SLM annual banquet at
which the 1992 Friend of
SLM Award will be pre­
sented. Conference fees
are S140, which includes
3 nights accommodation.
Details from National Of­
fice, SLM, Sanctuary
Lodge, Ted Hunt Terr,
Moruya 2537. Phone (and
fax) (044) 74 3554.

The East Keilor, Vic, church
has invited Rev Dr Gordon
Powell AM, to preach on 2
August at 10.30 am in the
second of their series "Great
Modern Preachers". Now
82, retired and living in
Doncaster, Dr Powell con­
tinues to inspire people with
writing, preaching and
speaking. Dr Powell has
published 14 books, with
over 400,000 copies sold.
As a broadcaster he was
heard every week for 30
years until 1984 on up to
21 radio stations across the
country. Dr Powell con­
ducted the first church serv­
ice seen on television in
Australia. For more details
on the service contact Ron
Schepis on (03) 336 7129
or (03) 336 2484.

A number of workshops
in Biblical storytelling will
be the focus of a visit to
Adelaide by New Testa­
ment scholar Dr Thomas ■
Boomershine. The visit is
co-sponsored by the Bi­
ble Society in Australia
and the Network of Bibli­
cal Storytellers. The first
workshop, "Storytelling in |
the Marketplace", will be
in two self-contained
parts on 31 July (7.30-10
pm) and 1 August (9.30
am-12.30 pm) at the
Morialta Uniting Church.
A further workshop more
specifically for those min­
istering with children is
being held on 2 August
(2.30-4 pm) at the

The Australian Christian

Blackwood Uniting
Church. Those interested
in attending should con­
tact Rev Dean Davidson
of Morialta Uniting
Church on (08) 365 3077,
the Lay Education Centre
of the Uniting Church on
(08) 272 3458 or the Bible
Society on (08) 223 3833
for details.

1 3 were killed and others
injured in clashes between
Muslims and Christians in
the upper Egyptian village
of Sanabu on 4 May. Ac­
cording to press reports, the
clashes were caused by
long-standing feuds be­
tween people of the two
religions.

For more than 10 years
Marjery Baker has been
on the NSW state unit of
Australian Church
Women. During that time
she has been President-
Elect, President, Immedi­
ate Past President and
now remains the
Churches of Christ repre­
sentative on the State Ex­
ecutive. At the recent in­
stallation of Phyl
McKinnirey as State Presi­
dent a presentation was
made to Marjery for her
involvement.

Pat Robertson, the US tel­
evision evangelist who is
about to take control of
news agency United Press
International, says the ac­
quisition might be a "little
opportunit/' for God to
touch society. Pat
Robertson made a success­
ful SUS6m bid for the 85-
year-old news agency.

In New Zealand an ecu­
menical edition of the
Presbyterian-Methodist
newspaper, Crosslink,
looking at how churches
are responding to the
decade of evangelism, is
expected to reach hun­
dreds of thousands of
Christians. The special 28-
page issue will be distrib­
uted in Anglican, Baptist,
Catholic, Churches of
Christ, Methodist, Presby­
terian, Seventh-Day Ad­
ventist and some Pente­
costal churches during
June.

As from 26 May the new 

telephone number for Syd-
ney City Mission's
Missionbeat 24-Hour Emer­
gency Street Patrol Service
is (02) 319 6211. Anyone
seeing a person or family in
distress should call that
number for assistance.
Missionbeat was founded
in January 1980 following
the decriminalisation of
drunkenness and vagrancy
by the NSW Government.
More than 24,000 pickups
are currently made annu­
ally. Missionbeat provides
access to a vast range of
accommodation and sup­
port services.

Aformervice-presidentof
the Evangelical Church of
West Africa and a regional
leader of the Christian
Association of Nigeria are
some of several pastors
killed in the recent Mus­
lim-Christian clashes in
Nigeria. An estimated 500
are believed to have died.
The rioting, which began
on 15 May, was report­
edly sparked by a dispute
over the relocation of a
marketplace. Thefighting
was between the Muslim
Hausas and the Christian
Katafs.

Two yea rs after the co 11 a pse
of the communist regime
of Ceausescu in Romania, a
Christian university has
been opened. 27 April saw
the ground-breaking cer­
emony on the 12 acre prop­
erty that will be the campus
of this liberal arts institution
of 1,000 students. Nearly
200 students have already
enrolled and are studying
in rented premises. The
Romanian Missionary Soci­
ety is sponsoring the uni­
versity.

The Bundamba, Qld,
church is holding its an­
nual Spring Fair, which
also includes the other
churches of the West
Morton region, again this
year, on 17 October, in
thegroundsand buildings
of the church, commenc­
ing at 10 am. This year's
fair will aid the Qld Abo­
rigines and Islanders
Christian Fellowship. On
the following evening at
6 pm a special thanksgiv­
ing service will be held,
followed by a basket tea.
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HAMPTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ANNIVERSARY
CELEBRATIONS

Accountancy Services
Business Management
• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

ao
Worship & Communion
Services v
Gospel Celebration

For enquires and further
information, and to notify
details of addresses of past
members, phone (03) 584

5892 or (03)798 5966

Worship service
Basket luncheon
Pleasant Sunday afternoon

l.m.c.t.
6549

Sunday
9.00 a.m. & 11 a.m.

SUNDAY. 20 SEPTEMBER
1992

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Snk’n’lmoige
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03)874 8101

4KZ/&IA.AIA (£j karial)
\__Jl—_T—V—_/ CHRISTIAN COMMUNITY

Christian Fellowship in a Family Atmosphere
We offer you guest house style accommodation from as low as $42 a day. home­
style cooking. Relax in the mountain playground of Marysville. Experience the
comfort of our fully renovated, fire-proof guest house, including spa. Student and
pensioner concessions available.

Phone or write to us: CHR|ST|AN COMMUNITY

El Kanah Buxton Rd., Marysville, 3779. (059) 63 3229

SWANSTON STREET
©TORCH ©F CHRIST

Melbourne
(cnr Swanston &

Little Lonsdale Streets)

7.00 p.m.

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m.

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884

Les LawBor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally-all
*ypeS ^iSX^6' Everything ^condftionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants”—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests3 ^^/
any pest that grows, walks or flies P ’n,ac’

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636

Visiting Canberra?
Stay with a Church Family

A number of Canberra church families offer
accommodation in their homes at basic bed and

breakfast rates to help raise funds for
"Home Mission” extensions in the ACT

If you would like to enjoy friendly "one of the family"
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift Barbara Kennedy
34 Yiman Street, 6 Sharp Place,
Waramanga 2611 Melba 2615
Phone (062) 88 2050 Phone (062) 58 1360

Advance bookings appreciated

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 722 1780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

JheHp?
See page 11.ilvem



Classifieds

insurance

16 (240)
The Australian Christian

ENGAGEMENTS

SERVICES

DEATHS

BUILDERS

IN MEMORIAM

HOLIDAYS

HARTNEY Jim. 22 June 1987. Sun­
shine passes, and shadows fall,-/But
love and memories outlast them
all. Your ever-loving wife Betty.
JONES Dr Lloyd Edwin. Precious
loving memories of our dear hus­
band, father and Grandy, who
passed away to be with his Lord, 24
June 1986—Isabella, David, Wendy 

GOOD Douglas. Died 3 June, Fre­
mantle, WA. Loved younger son of
the late Aleckand Ellen Good, Long
Plains, SA, stepson of Dulcie Good,
Portarlington, Vic.
LAYTON Dorothy (Dolly) On 25
May 1992 at Heidelberg Repatria­
tion Hospital. Aged 84 years. Loved
wife of Jim (deceased). Loved and
loving mother of Dick and Barbara,
Wendy and Allan. Much-loved
grandmother of Jenny and Meg,
Sandra, Robyn, David, Jonathon
and Kerrie. Love she gave, love she
received.

ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES includ­
ing industrial, commercial and do­
mestic. Installation, maintenance
and repairs. Safety switches, smoke
detectors, lighting and security sys­
tems. All work guaranteed. Free
quotes. 24-hour service to all sub­
urbs. Call Phil Clayden on 018 368
801 or (03) 315 2684. REC 4460.
FORALL plumbing and gas fitting,
domestic, commercial and indus­
trial, please contact Graeme Seeley
(03) 435 2794. Free quotes. All
work guaranteed.______________

DAVIDSON—CHISLETT Lynda
Margaret Davidson of Croydon and
Glen Kingsley Chislett of Boundary
Bend were overjoyed to announce
their engagement on 11 June. The
wedding is planned for 22 August
1992.
EWOLD—REES Birgit and David
are pleased to announce their en­
gagement in Germany.
MUNRO—MEREDITH Auralie and
Brian Munroof Mildura have pleas­
ure in announcing the engage­
ment of their daughter Susan to
Neale, son of Gwen and Brian
Robinson, and Robert Meredith of
Sydney.______________________

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car­
penter & joiner. Carports, deckings
and pergolas, home maintenance
and repairs, home alterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations All
new houses, units or alterations. All
jobs large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh._________

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

BATEMANS BAY 3BR villa for holi­
day rental until end of September,
sleeps six, quality furnishings, walk
to clubs, shops. $200 per week.
Phone (044) 72 8480.

20 June1"2

Watch this space

for details.

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open

i and family. Still missed, but the
I fruitofhislabourscontinue—praise
I be to God, whom we thank for

every treasured memory.
KERRISON Harold James. Called
home 4 July 1988. Time hurries on
but we cannot forget. We will see
you in the morning. Love from
your loving "girls". M. Kerrison.

rates. Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford
Heights 4053. Telephone (07)359

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway
Bay Broadwater. Peaceful area. De­
lightful views. Very reasonable 

The

1992 WINTER SERIES
at

Cheltenham Church of Christ

MATTERS OF LIFE & DEATH
A Christian response to the major issues

in modern medical science
6 pm each Sunday in July

5 My Life & Death Decisions for Today's Christians
Speaker: Dr Ebbie C. Smith (Prof, of Missions & Christian
Ethics, SW Baptist Seminary. USA)

12 My Experimentation with Living Human Tissue
Speaker: Dr Bernard Clarke (Director Bio-Ethics Dept, St
Vincent's Hospital, Melbourne)

19 July Organ Transplantation
Speaker: Roy E. Knudson (Education Consultant, Aust.
Kidney Foundation)

26 July Euthanasia
Speaker: Dr Trevor Banks (Medical Consultant to
Geelong Hospice)

4 Chesterville Road
Cheltenham 3192 Ph (03) 584 8499

90th Anniversary
Preston

Church of Christ
Sunday,

11 October 1992

You now have
a choice when
it comes to

FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY INSURANCE FOR CHURCH PEOPLE
VIC (03)650 9711
QLD (07)221 8449 Car, home, church and nsw (02)683 4i66
WA (09)3216291 commercial insurance sa (08)2321272
__________________ ANSVAR AUSTRALIA INSURANCE LIMITED AON 007 216 506 (°3) 650 9711

Rev Dr Gordon Moyes, AM
Superintendent of Wesley

Mission, Sydney
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News

Woirslhinjp M
Tuggeranong
The presence and the power of God
One of the joys of being in­
volved in a new work is that
you can establish solid ground
rules. The eldership of the
Tuggeranong, ACT, church
have experienced the joy of
being able to do this. We knew
that we needed to latch onto a
Kingdom principle that would
release the power of God in the
church. We agreed on the truth
of Psalm 22:3, which says that
God establishes his throne
upon the praises of his people.

Our understanding of this
verse was that the presence of
God and the powerof God were
synonymous. We concluded
that if God was magnified, if
his name, nature and character
were exalted and lifted up by
his people, then not only would
he be delighted with us but his
presence and power would be
evinced in our midst. We taught
this principle to the church and
encouraged them to put aside
their inhibitions, raise their
voices and hands to God and
magnify him. We encouraged
them to come to church filled
so that they might empty them­
selves on God. They were to
come as servants not as lords,
come to serve not to be served,
coming to give not to receive.

God honoured his word!
Week by week we experienced
the presence and powerof God.
No-one complains about the
length of the service and there
is a unity of mind and spirit
that many of us have never ex­
perienced before. Moreover,
God s ministering power has
been expressed in the assem­
bly time and time again.

We prayed for a young cou­
ple who were unable to fall
pregnant. They were at the 

point of despair as the latest
techniques of the IVF program
had failed them. Six weeks af­
ter prayer the wife was preg­
nant.

A young man suffering deaf­
ness through badly perforated
eardrums was completely
healed after anointing and
prayer, confusing the surgeon
who was to have operated on
his ears.

A young boy continually
hospitalised for asthma was
anointed and prayed for and
was totally healed.

After prayer a young mother
who had suffered years of alco­
holism was made whole with­
out having to experience the
trauma of withdrawals.

In the course of one service
the power of God was so great
that unbelie vers began to weep
and give their lives to Christ.
One young woman stood
weeping claiming to be an ag­
nostic. Experiencing the power
of God, but still at a point of
unbelief, she said to the church:
"I don't know whether God is
real or if Jesus is his Son, but I
promise this church I will
search for him with all of my
heart." She found him at the
1992 NSW Easter Camp at
Stanwell Tops.

In the same service a man
claiming to be an agnostic had
left the building and was about
to re-enter when he was con­
fronted with a demonic appa­
rition barring his way. Faith
sprang in his heart and remem­
bering the practice of the Chris­
tians within he commanded the
demons to go away in Jesus'
name and came weeping to the
front of the building and gave
his life to Christ.

WW Eastter Camp
Highlight of the year
Easter Camp continues to be
one of the highlights of the
youth minis try calendar inNew
South Wales. Easter '92 saw
the largest Easter Camp in re­
cent years with 271 involved,
220 as campers.

The theme was "I Can't Get
No Satisfaction" and study
leader Bruce Pederson, associ­
ate minister at Telopea, chal­
lenged and encouraged camp­
ersand leaders alike to look not
for self-satisfaction but to dis­
cover satisfaction through
knowing God, enduring hard­
ship, in holiness and Godliness
and in ministry or service.

The studies were based on 2
Timothy. An excellent worship
team led by Lloyd Irwin, asso­
ciate at North Turramurra, plus
an excellent program put to­
gether by a very committed
group of leaders ensured that
the camp was a success and
that the Holy Spirit was able to

All of these things are won­
derful but our greatest joy is to
experience the anointing power
of God's Spirit week by week
and to be touched by his pres­
ence as he delights in our praise.

Healing is not the cutting
edge of our assembly but the
magnifying of God. All of these
other things are simply natural
occurrences when the presence
of God is experienced in the
midst of his people.

We have found that we go
home from worship full even
though we emptied ourselves
in worship. Wediscovered that
when God is worshipped cor­
rectly that another Kingdom
principle comes into play: i
"Whatsoever a man sows that '
shall he also reap."

—Don Herbert j 

change lives. And that he did.
There are young people who
havenow committed their lives
to God, many who have
worked through some tough
issues and still more who are
more committed than ever to
serving God.

For me, personally, it was an
ideal Easter Camp to direct and
to conclude my Easter Camp
ministry with.

It has been an enormous
privilege and pleasure to work
with the State Youth Ministry
Council and many groups of
committed leaders over these
last seven years and as a result
see so many young people grow
in their faith and find faith in
Jesus.

Thank you NSW for thathon-
our and I look forward to hear­
ing about the continued effec­
tive ministry of our camping
program.

—Chris Hutton

John
GodbyIH
On 8 June at around 7.30 am
John Godby, the Queensland
Conference Secretary, suffered
a stroke.

At the time of going to press
he was still in hospital. The
stroke affected his left side but
he is gradually regaining the
effective use of his left hand
and arm. His speech was af­
fected but that is also improv­
ing. John has undergone a se­
ries of tests and is currently
receiving treatment and reha­
bilitation exercises.

John and his family would
appreciate the prayers of read­
ers at this time.
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Curkpcitrick Crossword

Nemesis or
ipassnon?

O
ne of the most impor- I
tantaffirmationsbeing
made by scientists,

theologians, artists and envi­
ronmentalists today is that life
is extraordinarily interdepend­
ent not independent. Tradi-

; tional dichotomies between
soul and body, self and others,

! creation and God, can no longer
be sustained.

No aspect of life exists in iso­
lation from any other, and to
ignore that truth, as scientists
and theologians alike are warn­
ing us, is to imperil the very
existence of God's world and
human life. The interdepend­
ence of life has been affirmed 

All the men died except one,
who carried the dead albatross
around his neck as a witness to
the crime.

The movement from destruc­
tive nemesis to redemptive
compassion occurs one morn­
ing when the Ancient Mariner
watches the sea and the crea­
tures at play, and out of com­
passion for them "blessed them
unaware".

The selfsame moment I could
pray;

And from my neck so free
The Albatross fell off, and

sank
Like lead into the sea.

According to the NIV (mainly!)consistently from the Hebrew
Yahwist to the Apostle Paul,
from Francis of Assisi to Meister
Eckhart, from Dante to Einstein.
It is a motif found in Coleridge's
haunting "Rime of the Ancient
Mariner".

The epic poem begins with a
wedding celebration in a little
church by the sea, whena gaunt
stranger appears, seemingly
from nowhere. "There is a
ship," he says, and so the
strangerbegins the woeful tale:
"The Rime of the Ancient Mari­
ner". It tells of how a ship sailed
to the equator, but was driven
off course toward the stormy
cold seas near the South Pole.
An albatross had begun to ac­
company them, of whom they
had thought of as "a Christian
soul", and "hailed it in God's
name". The sailors had made a
friend of the bird, but one day
in their boredom, shot it with a
crossbow in cruel contempt of
the seaman's code of hospital­
ity. The great bird fell on the
deck, and from that time, one
calamity after anotherbefell the
ship. Eventually the ship was

; becalmed, which Coleridge
depicts with that memorable
image:

Water, water, everywhere,
And all the boards did shrink;
Water, water, everywhere,
Nor any drop to drink

In its haunting ambience,
the poem locates the "re­
demption" of the Mariner
in his recognition of conti­
nuity with creation. It is a
journey toward compassion
and redemption from an ag­
gressive dichotomy between
self and creation, a dualism
that generates an intrinsi­
cally violent co-existence
with life and, ultimately,
God.

The Mariner's journey is a
realisation of the inter­
connectedness of all life, and
that interdependence and com­
passion are the only legitimate,
indeed redemptive responses
to life.

This realisation is not mere
sentimentalism but an indis­
pensable perception, as Martin
Buber has reminded us in the
imperative attitude of "I-thou"
rather than "I—it" relationship
to life, in a world which is per­
meated by polarities instead of
continuity be tweensoul-body,
self-others, creation-God.

In the Mariner's epic jour­
ney, Coleridge has created a
haunting metaphor of destruc­
tive nemesis with a redemp­
tive possibility of compassion.
Both are real possibilities in our
relationship to the world we
live in.

—Stephen Curkpatrick

Across
1. |esus preached "The..."

(3 words)
8. Pharaoh saved Joseph from

one (Genesis 41:14)
9. Musical notation in a Psalm

10. Some of these split when
Jesus died (Matthew 27:51)

11. Sluggards can learn from
this insect (Proverbs 6:6)

12. Hopefully you read this
regularly

13. The Lord does this to his
servants (Psalm 34:22)

15. God rested on the seventh
17. Paul's letter was addressed

to the citizens of this city
19. Jesus took the children in

these (Mark 10:16)
20. Timothy's mum

(2 Timothy 1:5)
22. Simon, the cross carrier, was

born here (Mark 15:21)
24. Sacrifice to God not to be

this with demons
(1 Corinthians 10:20)
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Down
1. Moses sent the 12 spies out

from this place (2 words,
Deuteronomy 1:19)

2. Joshua's dad Qoshua 1:1)
3. Elijah------- the sacrifice

with water on Mount
Carmel (1 Kings 18:30-37)

4. All Christians should be
involved in this

5. John's disciples do this
(3 words, Luke 5:33)

6. A bird that moans
(Micah 1:8)

7. The Epicurean and Stoics
were some of these who
disputed with Paul
(Acts 17:18)

10. A thief did this to the good
Samaritan

14. The sun rises from this
horizon

16. Cain's brother
18. The Israelites received this in

the desert
21. Peter's sword did this to an

ear Gohn 18:26)
23. Initials of Jesus!

This month's crossword was
compiled by reader David Rees
(Bonn, Germany). Perhaps you
might like to have a go, too!

Living in
Melbourne?
You are welcome
at the Richmond Church of Christ
cnr Coppin and Murphy Streets
Services: 11 am and 7 pm
(03) 428 4844
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Comment .*

A IMisiiiiinidIceirstocDdI MnSticwlturalisin
Alan Matheson

The Conference of Churches of
Christ in Victoria states it
clearly:

"We live in fast-changing
times.

We have a vision for those
times.

We care about our
multicultural society."

Churches of Christ have al­
ways reflected that diversity
that has shaped the Australian
community.

American Baptists, Scottish
Presbyterians, Chinese Mis­
sions and Aboriginal congre­
gations in every state are all a
part of our heritage.

And now "ethnic" congre­
gations!

A Multicultural Church
The degree to which we un­

derstand the multicultural di­
versity of our conference is an
intriguing question that has
received, I suspect, too little
debate in officers meetings and
departmental committees.

The way some departments
use "assimilation" is evidence
enough of the need for debate.

Is an Anglo-Celtic congrega­
tion "ethnic"? Is Camberwell
any more or less "ethnic" than
the Richmond Vietnamese­
speaking congregation? After
all are we not all "ethnic" of
some pedigree or other?

More disturbing are such
questions as: Why have Abo­
riginal pastors never served
non-Aboriginalcongregations?
Why after all these years has
there never been a chairperson
of a department or a president
of conference from an Aborigi­
nal or Chinese-speaking con­

gregation? How many of our
committees actually have af­
firmative action policies?

Are we deep down
assimilationist and racist?

Do we expect and hope that
our "ethnic" congregationswill
disappear with the second and
third generation?

One theological journal
(Christianity Today, 13.1.92) re­
flecting on the current debate
on multiculturalism in the USA
noted:

• First, our biblically defined
hope and vision is multicultural
(Revelation 7:9, Matthew 24:14)

• Second, no institution has
had more experience in deal­
ing with multiculturalism than
the church.

• Third, the church has
learned that tolerance works
best when it is subsumed un­
der concerns for truth, justice
and compassion. Tolerance
without justice results in li­
cence; tolerance without love
results in apathy and isolation.

No Further Mistakes
Multiculturalism is about

identity, the right to express
and share heritage; about so­
cial justice—the right of all
Australians to equality of treat­
ment and tire removal of barri­
ers of race, ethnicity, culture,
religion, language or gender
and the need to maintain and
utilise the skills and talents of
all Australians, regardless of
background.

A multicultural church is
about opportunities. It is a rec­
ognition not only of diversity,
but of giving and receiving.

It is about:
• Australian congregations

that happen to be in one sub­

urb or the other and that hap­
pen to speak Korean, Vietnam­
ese or English—it's not about
divisive words like "ethnic"
congregations.

• Ensuring that all our con­
gregations, whether Vietnam­
ese-, English- or Korean-speak­
ing have access to information
about who we are, about what
we are doing and where we are
going. It means an end to all of
our information being only in
English.

• All departments and pro­
grams ensuring that they re­
flect the diversity of our move­
ment. (DoourCommunity Care
departments have equal oppor­
tunity programs? Are they be­
ginning to plan for our Aus­
tralian Vietnamese-speaking
aged? Are committees reach­
ing out to community language
congregations? Are interpret­
ers available at women's con­
ference?)

• Pastorsand officers boards
of our community-language
congregations being provided
with opportunities to contrib­
ute to neighbouring English-
speaking congregations.

• Theological colleges reflect­
ing Aboriginal and Asian the­
ology study as well as Ameri­
can theology and church man­
agement.

• Ensuring that all congre­
gations are comfortable with
our structures, have opportu­
nities to contribute and feel a
part of our movement and are
effectively participating in that
"vision for these times".

• Alan Matheson, a member of
the Camberwell, Vic, church, is
Ethnic Liaison Officer with the
ACTU.

Praying for Missionaries

"Please pray for us," said the man who lives
elsewhere with

A people not his own.
Missionary, they call him.
But how can they understand the wear and tear

that comes
From living in another culture?
Two cultures, worlds apart, clash with differing

views on everything.
So for what can they pray?

For peace amid the storm.
For understanding and wisdom.
For grace in seeing things can be done differently.
For the humility to admit an error.
For a vision of what Cod can do.
For courage to keep going when discouragement

has settled like a heavy blanket.
For joy that can lift the heart when situations seem

so black.
But above all, for the message of salvation to go out
Regardless of the faults and human frailties of the

missionary. —Hazel Bassett

Bassoonist
ffoir Christ?
ThisweekourschooKBlaxland
High School) had a visit from
theNS WPolice Concert Band.
We had a great time listening
to 36 first-class musicians. ■
There were threeexcellentsing-
ers, some loud trumpets and
saxophones, an electric guitar- I
ist, a drummer and a bassoon i
player.

You could see him, but you
couldn't really distinguish the
sound he was making on his i
funny-looking, low-pitched, j
soft-toned instrument. He I
didn't play any solos, and I
couldn't help thinking that it
wouldn't have mattered if he
had slept in and stayed home.

Afterwards, he demon­
strated his bassoon to my son,
who has to write about bas­
soons in his music exam. (Any­
one else doing sixth grade mu­
sicianship this year?)

While we were admiring his
unusual instrument, I asked
him how he felt about playing
an instrument that couldn't be
heard. The oboe player came
over, put on his boxing gloves
(!) and explained:

"You might not be able to
distinguish our sounds above
the trumpets and saxes, but you
can tell the difference when we
don't play. Our band would
not be complete without the
thickening of texture provided
by the bassoon, and the bright- 1
ness added by my oboe."

Then it hit me. So often in our '
churches we think that the only
people who ma tter are the noisy
ones: the people who preach
the sermon, read the Bible, lead
the singing or play the instru- '
ments. But the church would n't
be the same without the rest of ,
us. For one thing, it would be
smaller! And maybe, like the i
oboe player, our presence adds
brightness when we let our lit­
tle light shine.

So, I've decided to be a bas­
soon player in God's orchestra.
You won't hear me above the
sound of the songleader or the j
organ and piano, but by God's
grace, I've got a contribution to
make. —David McKay '

(Music teacher, Blaxland HS) :
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