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Greg Foot

T
he Olympics are over
and, for many, fast be­
coming a fading

memory. The marvels of mod­
ern communication brought
the incredible feats of Kathy
Watt, Kieren Perkins and the
Oarsome Foursome live to our
lounge rooms.

A magnificent spectacle, a
media extravaganza with over
10,000 journalists! What has it
achieved for the world in 1992?

A correspondent to "The
Age" noted during the games 

Athletic contests were very
much a part of life in New
Testament times. Paul often
drew on the sporting analogy
to encourage and inspire.
"Run in such a way as to get
theprize."(l Corinthians 9:24)
"Forgetting what is behind
and straining towards what is
ahead, I press on toward the
goal to win the prize..." (Phi-
lippians 2:13)

"I have fought the good
fight. I have finished the race.
I have kept thefaith."(2Timo- 

that "while we are tuned in by the millions
to witness the perfection of the human
body at Barcelona, more than a million
people in Somalia will tune out for good

thy 4:7)
There is a sermon in each of these. De

Castella and Moneghetti finished the mara­
thon. There is a sermon in that too. God is
pleased with excellence. He calls us to
sacrifice and commitment to win his
prize—eternal life in Jesus.

The writer to the Hebrews tells us (12:1-)
to "throw off everything thathindersand the
sin that so easily entangles", so that we may

"run with perseverance the
race marked out for us, with
our eyes fixed on Jesus..."

The increasing brevity
and skin-tightness of the
gear worn by athletes, swim­
mers, cyclists and other Ol­
ympic competitors is all
aimed atgoingfaster,higher
and stronger, cutting those
precious few hundredths of
a second off world records
and personal bests. Some­

times we run our race as Christians carry­
ing far too much excess baggage, in the
form of all kinds of hang-ups and distrac­
tions, both personal and in the life of the
church.

Things we must shake off if we are to do
our personal best for God and his church.
See you in Atlanta in '96!

• Greg Foot is currently President of Churches
of Christ Tasmania. He is married to Anne
and their family includes Jane (Mundy)
(24), Robyn (22) and Tim (19). Greg has
served the Hobart City (formerly Collins St)
church as elder, secretary, chairperson, wor­
ship leader and small group leader. For­
merly a senior mathematics teacher and
assistant principal in Hobart high schools,
Greg has, since early 1989, served as state
manager for World Vision. His interests
include music, cycling, bushwalking a1'd

over the Olympic period". Yes, the Olym­
pic Games do highlight the vast inequali­
ties and contrasts in the world—the ever­
widening gap between rich and poor. If we
take a look at the medal tally table, there
are just three developing nations in the
first thirty and the first of
these, Kenya (with a total of 8
medals—all from a narrow
range of track events), is in
21st place. India, with 17% of
the world's people, fails to
win a single medal. Australia,
with just 0.3 of the world's
people, wins 27 medals. The
Croatian basketball team,
halfway through the first half
in the gold medal final, leads
the mighty US "dream team".
At the same time, back in their devastated
homeland in Eastern Europe, there are
atrocities and gross abuses of human rights
taking place, which bring grim and chill­
ing reminders of the 1940s.

On the positive side of the ledger, Barce­
lona was the first boycott-free games since
Montreal in 1976. Germans competed to­
gether under the one flag. Following the
finish of the women's 10,000 m race, the
black Ethiopian winner and the white
South African silver medallist jogged to­
gether around the arena with arms and
flags entwined. The Algerian winner of
the women's 1500 m struck a blow for her
sex in a country where, according to re­
ports, her running is frowned on in some
quarters because she has to bare arms and
legs. Millions of Australian kids are in­
spired by the heroic deeds of those who,
just a few short years ago, were ordinary
kids on the block like them.
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News

MsidkwcDxDdl IBilbHces
Display of treasures

• Part of the display of Bibles at Blackwood

RETHINKING

The Blackwood, SA, church
decided to involve the whole
congregation in National Bi­
ble Sunday, rather than only
have the usual static display.

Everyone was invited to
bring along Bibles and New
Testaments that were valuable,
historic or memorable. Scrip­
tures during the morning serv­
ices were read from the body of
the chapel to symbolise the
Word being "in the midst", and
music and singing were appro­
priate to the occasion.

Several young people ac­
cepted the responsibility of car­
ing for the precious items and
setting up the foyer. A string of
balloons was used to spell out
the text of 1 Timothy 4:13, and
under them several tables of
books, were set out under three
headings: "Beyond Our
Shores", "Yesteryear" and
"Memories Are Made of
These".

Some of the treasures were
huge, beautifully bound fam­
ily Bibles. There was a Douay
with Dictionary (1873), a NT
that belonged to Alexander
Thomas Magarey, eldest son
of Thomas, who introduced
Churches of Christ to Australia,
from NZ, in 1846 and a 1795
Bible, leather bound, with an
impression on the front cover,
"British and Foreign Bible So­
ciety, two shillings and six­
pence".

One was accompanied by a 

note: "This Bible has been used
in hundreds of pulpits in many
different countries, in small and
large venues. Many came to
Christ when they heard the
scriptures read and explained."

Attracting much attention,
particularly from children, was
a 1 7z" x 1" Bible, complete with
magnifying glass.

Many were presentations on
the occasion of baptism, one
was a prize for record attend­
ance at Junior Christian En­
deavour, another a wedding
day memento, another a fare­
well gift to an Englishman mi­
grating to Australia.

Complementing that display
were modern, new Bibles from
the Bible Society, and reading
and study helps from Scrip­
ture Union. There was also
opportunity to share in the
Handwritten Bible Project.

During a casserole luncheon
after morning worship on 30
August Dandenong, Vic,
launched its centenary celebra­
tions.

Events to follow will include
a bush dance on Saturday, 12
September, at 8 pm in the
Dandenong High School hall,
with the band, "Gumnuts". For
tickets and details contact

Book honoured
Rethinking Evolution received a
commended certificate in the
recent 1992 Australian Chris­
tian Literature Society Austral­
ian Christian Book of the Year
Awards in Adelaide. Rethink­
ing Evolution has been written
by Arthur Pigdon, of the Red
Hill, Vic, church and is pub­
lished by the Federal Litera­
ture Department.

The judges said of Arthur's
book that it "ably presents those
aspects of evolution theories
which are illogical when con­
sidered dispassionately, or
which are inadequate as expla­
nations of complex phenom­
ena. Pigdon wisely distin­
guishes between scientific
method and forms of inquiry
used in other disciplines, such
as philosophy...His work is
meticulously logical, the argu­
ment is well-developed and his
tone is understated and calm.
The theological content is de­
liberately slight and the small
volume immensely readable,
with engaging anecdotes which
appropriately underpin the
text."

If you haven't yet obtained a
copy (or copies—it would make
an excellent gift for a young
person asking questions on

Shirley on (03) 795 4906 or Julia
on (03) 791 2854.

The theme of the centenary,
"100 Years Strong and Mov­
ing On", will be highlighted at
the 2.30 pm service on Sunday,
13 September, when the church
will reflect on its past and share
in a vision for the future. Guest
speaker will be Vic-Tas Con­
ference President, G eorge War­

evolution and God's creation)
of this award-winning book,
do so now. Send S15 plus S3
for postage and packaging to
the Secretary, Federal Litera­
ture Department, do PO Box
629, Mulgrave North 3170.

TTie 1992 Australian Book of
the Year is Tall Grow the Tal­
low Woods by Geoffrey
Bingham. We reviewed this
book in the 1 December 1991
issue of The Australian Christian
and found it a beautifully told
story that raises many aspects
of faith and belief.

Tire children's award was for
Tomb Travellers by Roy Pond,
published by Albatross.

ren. Soloist Barbara Pitts and :
choir will bring messages in
song and minister Graeme
Foon will plant a tree.

ThatmomingthelOamserv- ,
ice will be a time for children,
"youngandold".Guestspeak- ;
ers will be past ministers Alan
Page and Alan Avery.

A "Cup Day Family Picnic"
will be held at Momington ;
Park on Tuesday, 3 November, I
and the celebrations will be i
brought to a close with a family :
Christmas dinner in December.

Dandenong Centenary
100 years strong and moving on
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People

Tribute
Victor George Boettcher, MBE, 1907-1992

On 17 August, a great crowd
gathered at the East Ipswich,
Qld, chapel, and afterwards at
the Femvale Cemetery, to pay
tribute to a man who fervently
served his Lord as a minister
with Churches of Christ in
Queensland through 60 of his
85 years. Fellow ministers,
MauriePieperand Norm Flett,
and the Conference President­
elect, Noel Leitch, shared in
the sendees.

Vic was the third of seven
children born to Johannes and
Johanna Boettcher at Marburg
on 23 May 1907. The eldest of
the family, Alma, predeceased
him, and he is survived by his
othersisterOlga and fourbroth-
ers Artie, Edgar, Allen and
Mervyn. Vic and his late wife,
Evelyn, who died in 1990, were
married on 16 April 1932 at the
Femvalechurch,andhad three
sons, Ken, Viv and Noel, one
daughter, Dorothy, 16 grand­
children and 15 great-grand­
children.

Vic was reared on the family
farm at Marburg. At the age of
20 he responded to the call of
God to full-time ministry and
entered the College of the Bi­
ble, Glen Iris, Melbourne,
where he graduated at the end
of 1931.

His 60 years of ministry with
Churches of Chris t were shared
with many churches in Queens­
land, first at Townsville, fol­

lowed by Gatton/Ma Ma
Creek, Kingaroy, Roma,
Toowoomba, Boonah and the
West Moreton circuit of five
churches, and then, from 1961
through to 1985 in what were
termed "interimministries'' for
extended periods of up to three
years, with the churches at
Roma, Rockhampton, War­
wick, Cairns, Maryborough,
Hervey Bay, Sunnybank, Aca­
cia Ridge, Ma Ma Creek,
Kingswood Park and Mt Isa,
where he maintained a great
personal interestwi th intermit­
tent visits and arranging speak­
ers on a regular basis.

Vicserved two terms as Con­
ference President—1946—47
andl978-79.Hewassecretary/
treasurer of the League of 500
for 25 years, served on almost
every conference committee or
department, and founded the
Centenary Development
Foundation.

One of Vic's outstanding
achievements was in the role of
Chairman/Organiser of the
Centenary Organising Com­
mittee of Churches of Christ
in Queensland from 1978
through to the culmination of
those celebrations in 1983.

For many years Vic was in­
volved with the Queensland
Council of Churches and the
Bible Society of which he fi­
nally became a life governor. In
recognition of his outstanding

Wes Beavis at Marion
i Unique musical ministry

Marion, SA, recently became
, the latest church to experience

the unique musical ministry of
Wes Beavis. He was special
guest at the church during an

■ intensive week of consultation,
which climaxed with a huge
concert on the Saturday night.

The support, encouragement
, andpracticalguidancethatWes
! offered to the musicians and
; singers involved in Marion's
, extensive musical ministry will

be a source of long-term ben-
i efit for the church as it seeks to 
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"lift the bar" a notch or two in
its quest for excellence.

Graham Agnew, senior min­
ister at Marion, was delighted
in every way with Wes Beavis:
"As Churches of Christ, we can
be extremely proud of this
young man and his exceptional
talents. The fact that he is now
available to churches on a full-
time, hands-on consultative
basis is terrific news for
churches who are in need of
help in developing or refining
their approach to music and

• Vic Boettcher, MBE

work in the church and the com­
munity over many years, Vic
was awarded the MBE in the
New Year Honours list in 1981.

During World War II Vic
served with the armed forces
as chaplain.

In public life Vic was a well-
known, highly regarded and
prominent figure, involved
with the local show society and
in other public activities.

Vic and Evelyn travelled ex­
tensively throughout the state,
as they shared together in the
ongoing work of the church.

Vic was a man of ability, a
man of action and a man of
affection. We today are able to
testify of Vic that he fought a
good fight, he finished the
course, he kept the faith and
there is laid up for him a crown
which the righteous judge will
give to him and to all who love
his appearing.

—Norm Watson

worship." Wes can be contacted
by writing to Powerbom Min­
istries, PO Box 192, Figtree
2525. Phone (042) 721411.

Christian

Inducting
si
Neil Galbraith goes to
Belmont

I
Churches of Christ typically Use
the Sunday morning commun­
ion service as the opportunity
to induct ministers into new
ministries.

When Neil Galbraith trans­
ferred from Montrose, Vic, to
Belmont, Vic, it was his wish
that the induction service
should stand alone. The reason
was to allow people from other
churches in the area to partici­
pate and have an opportunity
to meet him and his family.

A service, drawing on a
number of sources, was writ­
ten for the occasion. It fell fairly
naturally into three parts. The
first part contained welcomes,
from the local community,
other churches and the Belmont
church.

These welcomes were neces­
sarily short but provided a fo­
cus of recognition of the in­
coming minister.

Commendation was the sec­
ond part. Trevor Banks (chair­
man of elders at Belmont) de­
scribed the process of calling
Neil Galbraith and the quali­
ties relevant to this call. The
chairman of elders at Montrose
(Eunice Reidy) brought greet­
ings and a commendation of
Neil Galbraith's minis try at that
church.

The induction itself was the
third part. It began with a ser­
mon delivered by Ian Allsop
(conference secretary). This was
followed by the presentation of
five symbols of ministry: proc­
lamation, teaching, worship,
service and pastoral care. 1ie
induction and the charge to t
congregation followed, at e
which the newly inducted nun
ister made his response.

This new style of induction
for Belmont church was w
received and was felt to
meaningful to those who
tended. 5

By making it a special toc^
it provided an emphasis on
place of the full-time nun>‘
in the life and work of the
gregation.

5 September



News

Cwl YunUe
Christinas in July
Father Christmas was missing
but Christmas trees, candles,
holly and gifts set the scene for
the "Cool Yule" dinner at the
Churches of Christ Theologi­
cal College, Mulgrave, Vic, on
a cold wintry 25 July.

The dinner was organised by
the Vic-Tas Department of the
CCTC as a social fundraiser,
and the 120 guests enjoyed the
delicious traditional Christmas
dinner of soup, roast turkey
and ham and plum pudding,
prepared and served by Eileen
Graham the college caterer and
her staff of voluntary helpers.

David Brooker was the gen­
ial host and introduced Princi­
pal-Elect, Greg Elsdon, who
shared a little of his back­
ground, his hopes and ideals
for the college. Cheryl Connor
(soloistand keyboardland Joan
Loft (violinist) delighted the
diners with their music from
the shows, the classics and
Christmas carols. Meanwhile
the six churches of Geelong

Rising Sun Bibles
Good News for peace-keeping mission

combined at Belmont, Vic, for
a similar evening. 112 were
present, with Alan and Chris
Niven and Don and Heather
Mansell representing the col­
lege and the board of manage­
ment. The cooking and serving
of the dinner there was shared
by the churches, and George
Clarke (tenor) and Alf White
(teller of tall tales) entertained
the guests, with Cliff
Warmbrunn conducting carol
singing.

Greetings and balloons were
exchanged between the two
venues and $1500 (CCTC) and
approximately $1100 (Geelong)
were raised for the college.

The Vic-Tas Department's
next social fund raiser will be a
"Spring Festival" of arts and
crafts at the college on Friday, 4
September, 7 pm to 10 pm, and
Saturday, 5 September, 9.30 am
to 1 pm. The entrance fee is $3
and includes a Devonshire tea/
coffee or pancakes.

—Patricia Hilbig

GGANG
Group with strong bond of commitment
GGANG (guys, girls and natu­
rally God) is a group of 13
young people aged 14-22 at the
Warragul, Vic, church that has
been meeting twice monthly for
about two years. The group has
a social night one Saturday each
month and a discussion night
on the alternate fortnight.

The strong bond of friend­
ship and trust between the lead­
ers, John and Judy Farmer and
the young people is the real
strength of the group. When
the group started, the large age
difference was a bit of a prob­
lem, but the group has over­
come this and now has a very
strong bond of commitment to
each other.

A recent Sunday night serv­
ice was conducted entirely by
the group and the leaders and
was a real treat for the 100 who
attended. Everyone in the
group took part. The highlight
of the night was a dramatisa­

tion of the Prodigal Son. The
depth of feeling portrayed by
the group during this presen­
tation was extremely moving.

Through the discussion
nights, many questions and
subjects have been worked
through and real spiritual
growth has taken place. Dur­
ing the past year, eight of these
young people have made com­
mitments and been baptised,
many during recent months.
One of these, Stephen Earl,
asked John (also an elder) to
baptise him, as he had worked
through so much with him dur­
ing discussion nights that he
felt it important for John to be a
part of the big day.

Not all of the group have
come from church families, and
one of these, Rebecca Wright,
was baptised last Sunday in
front of the congregation of 181.
She came to the group via her
school friend.

• Hillas MacLean presents a New Testament to Brigadier
Peter Dillon

Australian soldiers serving
with the United Nations Mis­
sion for the Referendum in
the Western Sahara have been
given a distinctive edition of
the Good News New Testa­
ment. EachNewTestamenthas
been embossed with the new
Australian Army "rising sun"
badge.

The Commanding Officer,
Lieutenant Colonel Gary
Allen, requested scriptures for
the soldiers prior to their de­
parture in mid-May. The unit
is the Force Communication
Unit supporting the United
Nations peace-keeping mission
in Western Sahara. Their tour
of duty will be approximately
six months.

The gift of the 50 New Testa­
ments was presented to Briga­
dier Peter Dillon, Principal
Chaplain of the Australian
Army, by Hillas MacLean, a
representative of the Bible So­
ciety. The Bible Society regu­
larly provides copies of the ' 

scriptures to service personnel,
funding the supply through the
society's tax-deductible "Scrip­
tures for Servicemen Fund".

Earlier this year hundreds of
New Testaments were pro­
vided to the Australian and US
servicemen and women dur­
ing the exercise Kangaroo 92 in
the Northern Territory.

STRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

AU Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03)330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

“Service since 1907“
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News

South Seas Island Fling
Fun in the Son

With the sun slowly setting in
the west, we set sail for Mag­
netic Island, Qld, to begin a
weekend of absolute abandon­
ment in the Son at the 1992
Magnetic Island Ladies'
Camp.

On Friday evening we dis­
cussed what or who is a mis­
sionary.

7.10 am on Saturday we
found ourselves "ondeck" with
our activities officer, Millie, lu­
bricating our joints in gentle
gym.

Peg Kilgour, study director,
showed us how to soakup some
of God's "Sonshine" as we lived
in the suburbs of heaven!

After Saturday's luau we
enjoyed a school fete with the
locals and a hike across
unchartered mountains in
searchoftheillusiveice-cream!

Sarongs were the order for |
Saturday evening. Debbi
Fulford, entertainment officer,
organised concert items.

Camp director Gwynneth
Poulton made sure all the
guests were evacuated in time .
to catch the "love boat" for |
home. —Kay Eaton and

Kay Shepherdson
(The offering from the Sunday
morning service was allocated
to Banmatmat Bible College
Library and Overseas Mission.)

Spring Conference
Response
Large numbers going to Wollongong
Early indications of interest in
the Spring Conference to be
heldat Wollongong, NSW,17-
19 October, are most encour­
aging.

Registrations are signifi­
cantly ahead compared to the
same time last year. More than
100 ministers are likely to at­
tend.

A feature of the response is
the number of churches plan­
ning tobring groups of leaders.
The theme of the conference is
"Communicating the Gospel
in the Nineties".

The event is being jointly
sponsored by the Wollongong

| church and the Australian
Board of Church Development
and Education.

| DrT. Garrott Benjamin will
be the guest speaker. He comes
from the Light of the World
Christian Church, Indianapolis,
USA, and is widely recognised
as a preacher and seminar

i leaderwithadeepcommitment
1 to evangelism.

Other guests include Dr
Gordon Moyes, Dr Dean

T. Garrott Benjamin

Drayton, Dr Keith Fanner and
Jay Bacik. Wollongong and
board staff members will also
contribute.

Accommodation bookings
and enquiries should be di­
rected to the Wollongong
church office on (042) 26 5022.

A special rate has been se­
cured with Stanwell Tops for
$20 per person per night for
bed and breakfast.

Triple Seven Update
Finding room for a radio station

• Volunteers at work replacing the roof

Triple Seven Communica­
tions will be holding another
radio test broadcast in Mel­
bourne, Vic, 15-23 March 1993.
They are also making a major,
updated proposal seeking a
permanent special licence,
which is being submitted to the
Federal Department of Trans­
port and Communications dur­
ing July. On 18 July a dozen
volunteers from several de­
nominations defied threaten­
ing thunder clouds to replace
the roof and refurbish an un­
used Uniting Church building
in the Brighton Parish in which
the company hopes to store
equipment. Licensed plumb­
ers, electricians, builders and
labourers worked feverishly to 

wrench off rusted roofing iron,
and just managed to replace a
multi-coloured spaghetti of
wiring, plus new roofing, be­
fore the rain set in.

Triple Seven has been offered
the use of Thomas Lambeth
Lodge, plus building materi­
als, in return for the repairs.
They are now considering
whether they could also incor­
porate a studio there for next
year's test broadcast.

For further information or if
you wish to become involved
in the next broadcast contact
Bruce Upton, General Man­
ager, Triple Seven Communi­
cations, PO Box 117, Glen
Waverley 3150. Phone (03) 560
1700

Preston Church of Christ
220 High Street, Preston

We have decided there will be NO celebration of our
90th Anniversary

on 11 October 1992 because we are putting all our
effort into our ministry to children

Kids Club commenced 14 August 1992 and is taking
the joint efforts of 25 of our adults each week.

So, you are welcome to attend a special service on
1 8 October 1992 when we will be
Celebrating the Future

with the Kids' Club and their families.
This service commences at 10.30 am

and morning tea will be served at its close.

6 (350) The Australian Christian 5 September 1?92



People

Birmgmg Home One
Gold
Chinchilla couples
They may not be considered
eligible for listing as the eighth
wonder of the world, nor as
contenders for gold medals at
the next Olympic Games in
Atlanta, but each of these cou­
ples has gone for gold and
brought it home in another way.

There are a number of strik­
ing features that all six couples
have in common: they all at­
tend the same church (Chin­
chilla, Qld), they all share a
common background in farm­
ing and they haveall celebrated
their golden wedding anniver­
sary.

The couples have an average
of almost 54 years of married
life (with the same partner!), 32
children (most of whom, like
their parents, are also involved
in the life of the church where
they live), 100 grandchildren 

and 31 great-grandchildren.
By any standards, this is quite

an achievement, and their lives
bear testimony to a fact that is
generally overlooked or ig­
nored in our society today, that
a stable, faithful marriage rela­
tionship is still the only firm
basis upon which to build a
stable society and a stable na­
tion.

There are many, many prob­
lems in our country today. The
answers to a number of them
can be found right here. We
would like to bear tribute to
them and say thank you for the
example of their lives, and wish
them all the very best as they
go for Diamond.

(This article, except for one
slight alteration, appeared in
the Chinchilla News on 6 Au­
gust.)

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones(08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

• Bill and Daphne Davis
(married in Chinchilla,
1941), Ron and Eva Holt
(married in Eva's home at
16-mile, 1938), Roy and
Mavis Clark (married at
Mavis's home in Montrose
Estate, 1936), Mr and Mrs
W.T. Holt (the first to be
married in the new chapel
at Wambo, 1935), Cliff and
Ena Kingston (married at
Kingaroy, 1940) and John
and Vi Hart (married at
Goodhope farm at
Brigalow, 1939)

I CaiigBtt in the Act?

• Graham Foon, minister of the Dandenong, Vic, caught
breaking into a car in broad daylight. Actually, Graham was
helping a lady in distress who had locked her keys in her
car while attending a wedding. The lady in question was
Sandra Gibson, a member of the Vic-Tas Conference
Executive. Her face matched the colour of the car (red)!
Next time you see Graham ask him where he learnt his
skills!

CBMI's New Director
John Jeffries takes over from Reinhold Behr
Christian
Blind Mission
International
has announced
the appoint­
ment of John
Jeffries as the
new National
Director.

John Jeffries
replaces
Reinhold Behr,
the Director for
the past eight
years, who is re­
turning to Ger­
many to take up a position in
CBMI's International Co­
ordinating Office. After a suc­
cessful business career, John
Jeffries has served with CBMI

in many roles over the past 10
years.
• John Jeffries thanks
Reinhold Behr for his eight
years of service

5 September 1992 The Australian Christian (351) 7



Letters to the Editor

Letters are limited to
200 words

An Epistle to Paul
To the Editor,

What was the purpose in
printing this "letter" on the back
page of the 1 August issue?
Questioning whether Jesus was
the Messiah, and raising doubts
about the virgin birth and the
resurrection are everywhere.
But why have Timothy ques­
tioning Paul in this way? If this
is presented as a serious critical
question for the reader to ad­
dress, it should havebeendone
under the name of the person
who was raising the issues.
Otherwise the letter will result
in those people who are con­
cerned with the authority of
scripture being labelled as "big­
oted fundamentalists" before
they even attempt their replies.
I reject such a label but I also
disassociate myself from the
letter by 'Timothy".

—Barry Jenkins
(Ringwood East, Vic)

A Letter to Paul
To the Editor,

We read the article "A Letter
to Paul" in the 1 August issue
with some confusion. If it was
mean t to be "a tongue in cheek"
article, then it was both in very
bad taste and poorly done.

If it was meant to spark de­
bate then it was ill-considered
and unnecessary. The funda­
mentals of the gospel are not
matters for debate in a Chris­
tian magazine. Perhaps in a
theological college, but not in

j the church at large.
If the article was meant to be

taken at face value as a serious
questioning of basic Christian-

i ity then we are appalled that it
was published. Christians
through the ages have died for ■
the beliefs it so lightly discards.
We are told that the writers of J
the New Testament and the I
apostles are liars. That Luke
got his facts wrong. That Paul
was misled. Then the writer
dares to brand those who
would question his/her mis­
use of scripture as "bigoted,
insecure fundamentalists."

The writer has every right to
his/heropinions, however he/
she cannot hold those opinions 
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and still expect to be regarded
as a Christian. If the tomb is not
empty then Christianity is a
cruel hoax. Paul, who strongly
defended the bodily resurrec­
tion of Jesus, said: "If Christ
has not been raised, your faith
is futile; you are still in your
sins. Then those also who have
fallen asleep in Christ are lost.
If only for this life we have
hope in Christ, we are to be
pitied more than all men." (1
Corinthians 15:17-19)

More than that, the writer is
an enemy of Christianity and
one who risks coming under
the condemnation of our Lord
by upsetting the faith of others
by promulgating such an at­
tack on the Christian faith
through a national church
magazine.

"It would be better for him to
be thrown into the sea with a
millstone around his neck than
for him to cause one of these
little ones to sin." (Luke 17:2)

However the article was in­
tended, The Australian Christian
has made a major mistake in
publishing it.

We would expect to see a
statement in a future edition
rejecting the points made in the
article and reaffirming the
magazine's commitment to the
Christian faith which must no w
be under question in the minds
of many.

This is not intended as a con­
sidered rebuttal of the points
raised in the article, but a quick
note to express our anger and
disquiet that it was printed, and
anonymously, at that.

—Alan Hermann
(On behalf of the ministers

and elders of the Pine Rivers,
Qld, church)

Reflections on "AC"
To the Editor,

When I receive my "AC" I
read it from cover to cover_
usually from back to front so
that The Last Word" comes
first. Then I "skim" read it, like
a hen scratching for worms
among the rubbish. Then I read
it selectively until I am satis­
fied that I have found both the
com and the chaff.

When I ask someone if they
ha ve read an article in the "AC"
I get answers like, "No, I didn't 

notice that," or, "I haven't seen
that yet," or worse still, "I don't
get it now. It has too much junk
hi it." While I admit it is not a
paper I would pass on to unbe­
lieving friends and there are
some "junk" articles, these are
informative as they tell us what
kind of food is being fed to
some of the flocks, which in
turn explains why some of the
sheep seek new pastures and
some just hang on and die (spir­
itually).

They explain why Peter Pitts'
"Fatal Malady" ("AC" 4 July)
is spreading so rapidly through
the churches.

Articles like one written over
an artificial name and ad­
dressed to a long gone con­
tender of the faith which the
writer tries to disprove (1 Au­
gust) and printed under the
caption "Growing Spiritually"
are offset by one like Ian Rich­
er's "Get Out of the Church"
(18 July).

Add to such articles the
"Happenings" page, Tertius,

Focus on... and Church News it
adds up to quite a worthwhile
package of reading. Thanks for
the crossswords and Pontius
Puddle too. In fact thanks for
the "AC". I look forward to its
arrival.

—E.A. Barton
(Port Lincoln, SA)

Concern over Article
To the Editor,

I make it near number one to
read in The Australian Christian
"Growing Spiritually", even
though it is on the back page.

However I am surprised,
puzzled and concerned by this
article in the 1 August issue.

It does not in any way effect
my own faith and complete
belief in the word of God, but I
am concerned that someone
may take this as a message from
Churches of Christ and have
their faith, perhaps already
wavering, completely de­
stroyed.

If this had been presented as
a possible letter to Paul from

Letters from Tertius

Heavenly IKHiss
To the Editor,

I sometimes wonder if we get converts by false pretences at our
church. When our minister preaches the gospel he often uses
words like "peace", "comfort", "sanctuary" and "rest". The hymns
echo his words. We sing of "a shelter in the time of storm", "a safe
stronghold", "a hiding place" and "sweet rest for the weary".

But when people eventually come into the church in response
to his message of rest and peace and comfort, our minister is on
to them. In no time they have never worked so hard in their lives,
nor has so much been demanded of them in the name of the Lord
and in the interests of the church. Most of us like it of course, most
of the time, but what about this rest and comfort bit?

On Sunday night our minister calls the weary to rest, but on
Sunday morning there is no rest for the weary. He sees to that in
his sermons. I'm not sure whether it is better to be a sinner with
the delectable prospect of rest being dangled in front of one, or
whether it is better to be a saint and know that there is no hope of
rest, at least as long as our minister is about! He even refers to the
after life as "higher service".

Some people believe that after this life our souls sleep. After
two or three years with our minister this could be quite an
enticing prospect. My favourite hymn is fast becoming "For al
the saints who from their labours rest". I must confess though tha
eternal rest in "Elysian fields" would have me bored after the firs
hundred years or so. So maybe our slave driver minister is getting
us ready for a creative, active and enjoyable heavenly bliss.

Yours in anticipati°n'
Tertiusj
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Letters

some unbelieving Pharisee or |
advocate of the Jewish faith
alone, it may be less harmful.

But wherever do we have
any reason to think that Timo­
thy would react in this way to
Paul's letters of help, encour­
agement and instruction? Paul
addressed him as "his true son
in the faith" and as a "man of
God" and reminds him that
there is one mediator between
God and man—Jesus Christ.

Could you please explain to
us just what this article was
meant to accomplish.

—Eddie Telfer
(Mundulla, SA)

Worship
To the Editor,

Richard Hutchens says,
"What is the official doctrine of
C of C today and what are we
officially supposed to believe?"
("AC" 1 August)

In Dr James Jaunce/s book
Simply Churches of Christ it tells
us what we are all about both
nowand in the past. Dr Jauncey
says "Churches of Christ are
firmly based on the Bible, which
is the sole authoritative basis
for faith and practice. On pe­
ripheral matters where the Bi­
ble is not conclusive there is
ample freedom for personal
interpretation under the guid­
ance of the Holy Spirit. In es­
sentials unity, in non-essentials
liberty."

If this is the case, and I firmly
believe it is, there should not be
any arguing about "formal" or
"informal", "contemporary" or

IVANHOE
75th Anniversary

10.30 am 25 October
Speaker—Jim Wright
Soloist—Nina Corlett

12.15 pm Luncheon
2.30 pm PSA

Salvation Army Songsters

Please accept this notice as
your personal invitation

RSVP 5 October
Sec: Roy L’Green

84 Williamsons Road
Doncaster 3108

Phone (03) 848 2969
Manse (03) 499 4155

"traditional" worship—unity
should be the key.

Unlike Mr Hutchens, I have
spent many fantastic worship
times in "contemporary" serv­
ices where you can still experi­
ence quietness, reverence, in­
spiration, celebration, formal­
ity, strong biblical teaching,
hymns and songs. We should
remember, though, that we
don't come to worship to "get"
but to "give", of our love and
adoration to God and to our
fellow Christians and others.
Whether we sing hymns, songs
or whatever, as long as it comes
from a loving, worshipping
heart, God loves it all.

Having taught music and
worship at Carlingford College
for ten years, I can say for sure
that lecturers and the principal
certainly do not send students
out to churches to tell them how
to worship, but rather to learn,
encourage and share the things
they are learning. We should
not be scared of change, as we
should always be striving to
change and grow more like Je­
sus, not just in our corporate
worship but in our entire way
of living, this means loving,
understanding, tolerance of
others.

—Robyn Moses.
(Southport, Qld)

Adverse Re-action
To the Editor,

It would be remiss of me as
one who acknowledged to be
offended by the Brian Mee arti­
cle ("AC" 7 March), if 1 did not
indicate my adverse re-action
to the Guest Editorial by Chris
Hutton ("AC" 22 August). In
the first place it appears Chris
does not number himself
amongst the "some" who "may
have been offended" by the
word (used in the Mee article).
But secondly whilst I was noth­
ing short of being amazed that
the management of The Aus­
tralian Christian decided to pub­
lish the Mee article in the form
it did, I am equally surprised
and disappointed that manage­
ment saw fit seemingly to jus­
tify its publication of the Mee
article by following it up with
Chris's editorial.

—Andrew Augustine
(Chelsea, Vic)

News

gospel through the cultural
danceand songs of their vari­
ous homes. The rally is being
held at the Malvern church
(cnr Alma and Dandenong
Roads, Malvern) at 7.30 pm.
^Further details on the
jwening are available from
Barry Jenkins on (03) 870
7520.

"Island Breeze"
The Victorian State Overseas
Mission Committee is hold­
ing a youth rally on 19 Sep­
tember. The featured artists
on the night will be "Island
Breeze", who are an outreach
arm of Youth With A Mis­
sion. "Island Breeze" is made
up of Christians from various
Pacific islands who share.Hie

ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

° Saturday, 19 September, 7.30 pm °
° Youth Special... °

° ^Islsumd IBirsoze" °
• •
o Malvern Church of Christ °
° cnr Alma & Dandenong Roads
o o

° How the Gospel came to the
o Pacific Islands
° Islanders tell the story in °
° Song Sc Dance •
• •
° Youth from all over areO •
° invited to join us °
o o
o Arranged by °
° Churches of Christ °
o Overseas Missions Committee
° Phone: Barry Jenkins (03) 870 7520 °
ooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo
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Media Review

Books
Health, Healing and Transformation
Biblical Reflections on the Church in Ministries of Healing and

' Wholeness
I by E. Anthony Allen, Kenneth L. Luscombe, Bryant L. Myers

and Erie R. Ram (Marc Publications) $7.95 (US)
The four papers comprising this book have quite distinct

approaches to health and wholeness from the Christian perspec-
; tive. Selected from presentations at the World Vision Interna-
; tional Health Consultation in Geneva, 1989, together they make

a telling statement about this neglected mission of the church. A
! broad spectrum is covered: from the recognition of the interde-
: pendence of body, mind and spirit to the healing of our broken
j world through discipleship and the church as a healing commu-
I nity.

Many refreshing concepts are well grounded in biblical bases,
with the reality of human suffering and brokenness related
powerfully to the message of salvation.

Allen urges Christians to "effectively share the message of
I health, healing and wholeness as intrinsic to the Good News of

God's salvation". He underlines the neglected realities of spiritu­
ality in healing and wholeness. "The church cannot afford to
differentiate between its natural and supernatural resources. ..use
both as God-given resources in healing."

Luscombe theologically develops the imperative of disciple-
' ship in this arena, describing it as "a powerful source of healing

in a world characterised by brokenness at all levels of life". The
j resources are there in the Christian faith.

Myers portrays a model of development based on the pilgrim­
age of the people of Israel. He identifies six enabling factors

I leading to their transformation, still applicable to health care.
Ram reiterates "whole person healing" instead of "curing

■ disease". The spiritual gifts of hope, peace and love, grounded in
compassion, create a healing environment.

This challenging re-look at the Kingdom mission gives a bal­
anced perspective of healing applying to the established comfort-

[ able church as well as to areas of obvious health-care need.
—Jean Milne

I ‘

A People on the Way
by Denham Grierson (David
Lovell) $13.95

A book crafted from ministry in
Australia has immediate relevance,
especially one from this author. In
many ways it is a sequel to his Trans­
forming a People of God, which many
found full of insights.

Denham Grierson uses the bibli­
cal images of light, salt and yeast in
affirming that one central task for
local congregations is transforming
the community in which it is set.
The church in mission in the Aus­
tralian culture must beChrist-bearer
and servant. His discussion of cul­
ture, including "church culture", of
choices congregations must make

of worship and mission (the best presentation I've read), of caring
for people both inside and outside the church, of leadership and
of discerning gifts, are all creative, perceptive and encouraging
The examples are all Australian. 6 6‘

I hope that Denham writes another sequel. While he refers to
the important need to share faith verbally, as part of mission, the 

only specific discussion here about evangelism is about the
inadequacies of certain types of mass evangelism. This book is
mainly about compassion and justice rather than about the full
dimension of mission. However, those who heed his insights will
find the way opened up for sharing the gospel so that people
acknowledge Jesus as Lord. Keith Bowes

The Isaiah Vision
Raymond Funa An Ecumenical Strategy for Con-
---------------- - gregational Evangelism

by Raymond Fung (WCC Risk
Book Series)

Raymond Fung was secretary
for evangelism in the World Coun­
cil of Churches Commission on
World Mission and Evangelism
for a number of years. He is now in
Hong Kong.

This book describes a three-ele­
ment strategy for local churches
based on the experience of

Ar. Fr.imenir-n! churches around the world and in
Stroleny for manY different settings. The theme

’ -. is taken from Isaiah 65:20-23. The
Corgregal anal Qod we beneve jn js one w[10 pro.

Evangelism tec|-s Qle children, empowers the
elderly and works with working
men and women. Fung sees the

concerns as universal and, although springing from an Old
Testament base, argues that they represent a basically Christian
charter for the church. He illustrates the themes with stories
around the world from Wichita to Hong Kong. This is no Western
church manual on the how to of evangelism, but rather an
opportunity for a reflective process on the breadth of the task of
evangelism for the local church. Fung affirms the importance of
the local church by quoting from a WCC affirmation on evange­
lism: "It is at the heart of Christian mission to foster the multipli­
cation of local congregations in every human community. The
planting of the seed of the gospel will bring forward a people
gathered around the word and sacraments and called to an­
nounce God's revealed purpose."

Available from the Australian Council of Churches, PO Box
C199, Clarence Street PO, Sydney 2000, and probably from local
state Council of Churches offices. —Don Smith

THE
ISAIAH
VISION

The Angelic Verses—Daniel Changer

THE D(W SALE IS OH
AG AIM-AND EXlERMTHlHG’S

BEING SACRIFICED !
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World News

Beauatifunll for the Lord
The impact of Singapore

o Dr Iris Paul presenting a paper at the Haggai Institute

"Fasten your seat belts, we are
about to land on Asia's biggest
international Airport—Changi.
It is 21.30 Singapore time, the
outside temperature is 26° and
humidity..." I sat upright and
peeped out through the plane
window to behold the myriads
of lights on land and sea, radi­
ating from dazzling Singapore.
Soon I was being welcomed by
Haggai Institute personnel and
Sue Gohr showed me to my
room, and I entered the land of
dreams.

The dawn brought me, with
the ringing of the bell, to the
dining tableset in westernstyle.
Having lived in a tribal village
for the past 20 years, the sight
was awesome. As I remained
fixed to my seat, the fork, the
spoon, and the knife decided to
go on a dancing spree, the meat
and the fish cutlets jumping
out of the plate, to the cut of the
knife and the poke of the fork!

The Haggai Institute Lead­
ership Training Course with
teaching staff from 10 nations
and participants from 27 na­
tions made the sessions very
informative. The interaction
between bankers, administra­
tors, directors and doctors was
very good. There was so much
to read and write each day that
I eagerly looked forward to 25
June for my visit to Sentosa
Island.

That day found me in a cable
car gliding gracefully over the
world's busiest port. As I glided 

along I caught a glimpse of In­
donesia and the international
cruisers, ferries and tiny boats.
The gentle, cool breeze was re­
freshing to the tired mind.
There was excitement in the air
as I landed on Sentosa Island.

Oh, there is so much to see on
Sentosa Island.Thelifelike, wax
statues of the pioneers of Sin­
gapore and Surrender Cham­
bers took me to the world a
hundred years ago and brought
a vivid picture of days gone by.

The butterfly park withover j
2,500 butterflies, the rare stone ’
museum with its unique col- !
lection of over 4,000 stones and i
rocks left a lasting impression. >

I cannot find words to de- \
scribe the underwater world ’
and the coralarium.

My heart skipped a beat as I
beheld the beauty of the multi­
coloured fishes and corals. I
stood awe-struck to see the ;
marvellous creation of God. My
thoughts went flashing. Why,
why did God create such
beauty to be concealed in the
deep, deep sea? To be hidden
from the world, yet be so beau­
tiful?

As hundreds of beautiful ;
fishes swam elegantly across ■
my view, I heard the voice of
God say, "I want you to be
beautiful for me among the
tribal people whom you serve,
though unspotted by the
world," and I whispered back,
"Yes, Lord, I will be beautiful
for you."

Waiter Flows in the
Third World
CBMI helps supply clean water
A staggering proportion of the
misery and sufferings in devel­
oping countries can be blamed
directly or indirectly on a short­
age of clean water.

The World Health Organisa­
tion estimates that "80% of all
disease in the world is attribut­
able to inadequate water or
sanitation".This means that 10-
25 million die each year from
diseases caused or aggravated
by unclean or insufficient wa­
ter, or by inadequate sanita­
tion.

"Given these statistics it is
obvious that increasing the
quantity of clean water in the
developing world, through
well-drilling and spring cap­
ping, is essential if we hope to
improve the quality of health
and life in these countries,"
observes John Jeffries, Na­

tional Director for the Chris­
tian Blind Mission Interna­
tional (CBMI).

Research and experience in­
dicates that any organisation
involved in well digging needs
to have a strategy of design,
maintenance and education if
they hope to effectively im­
prove the water situation in
developing countries.

Thanks to supporters in Aus­
tralia, CBMI is working with
the National Society for the
Blind in Niger, Simaid in
Ethiopia, and the India Com­
mission on Relief.

CBM International is an in­
terdenominational worldwide
fellowship of Christians dedi­
cated to serving the blind and
handicapped in the develop­
ing world, irrespective of race,
nationality, sex or religion.

• A young girl takes a drink at a CBMI-sponsored capped
well in Port-au Prince, Haiti

My feelings were echoed by
the dancing musical fountain,
where colour, water, elegance
and music mingle in beautiful
unison. I bid goodbye.

Goodbye, Singapore, and
thank you Jesus, for making
me beautiful for you.

—Iris Paul

Dr Iris Paul has written express­

ing her gratitude for the assist­
ance provided by Australian
Churches of Christ, which ena­
bled her to attend the course in
Singapore. She has now returned
to India and her work in the
rural area ofMalkangiri, where
she is introducing a tuberculosis
eradication program for which
the Churches of Christ Overseas
Aid fund is providing assistance.
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Happenings

12 regions of the Christian
Church (Disciples of Christ)
showed increases in partici­
pating members during
1991. That number is up
from the 9 of 36 regions
showing growth last year,
and is the largest number
in recent years. The total
number of participating
members, however, contin­
ues to decline.

The governing body of the
Christian Church (Disci­
ples of Christ) Division of
Overseas Ministries en­
dorsed relations with a
Korean church body, and
approved 14 persons for
overseas appointments.
The partnership arrange­
ment, already approved
by the United Church of
Christ, would ecumeni­
cally link the UCC and the
Disciples with the Presby­
terian Church in the Re­
public of Korea.

A provincial governor of
Thailand has accepted
Christ as saviour and
planned to be baptised on
24 July. Southern Baptist
missionaries who helped
evangelise the governor say
he faces tough opposition
to his decision, which re­
jects the state's official Bud­
dhist religion.

China is holding 104Chris-
tian believers in prison,
under house arrest or in
other types of restriction 

because of their faith,
charged the Puebla Insti­
tute, a Roman Catholic
human rights group. The
Chinese detainees include
72 Catholic leaders and
32 Protestants.The report
also documents instances
of mass arrest, torture,
brainwashing, detention
without trial and harsh
sentences imposed on
believers, as well as the
closing of churches and
confiscation of Bibles.

Rugby League's Jack Gibson
has been awarded the 1992
Friend of SIM Award, an
annual presentation to a
professional athlete or
coach who has been an
enormous support to the
SLM (Specialised Life-Ori­
ented Ministries) chaplaincy
program. Sports & Leisure
Ministry serves 89 Austral­
ian professional sports with
chaplains.

Representatives of mem­
ber churches of the Chris­
tian Conference of Asia
(CCA) are urging national
ecumenical bodies to un­
dertake studies that
would lead to a redefini­
tion of the concept of de­
velopment. Current devel­
opment strategies were
said to be destructive to
the environment and to
societies.

In 1991, Open Doors deliv­
ered a total of 1,113,281 

i Bibles, New Testaments,
; Gospels and other Chris-
i tian literature to the suffer-
i ing church worldwide. The

largest single delivery was
157,959 complete Bibles,
including over 100,000
childrens Bibles to Eastern
Europe and the Common­
wealth of Independent

; States.

Only 3 months after the
first program went to air,

; Queensland Christian
Television Association's
"New Horizons" pro­
gram has gone to
number one. Beating all

i other competitors in its
mid-morning timeslot,

, the weekly program has
drawn an average Bris-

| bane audience of more
than 61,000 viewers in
late July-early August.
The program's ratings

I were swollen by Channel
7's Olympic coverage.
"New Horizons" airs
every Tuesday morning

I at 9 am on Channel 7 and
j the state-wide Sunshine
1 Network. It is a maga­

zine-style program.

An amazing 10-week relief
and evangelism program by
4 young Lebanese in con­
junction with the Syrian
Christian Alliance has seen
400 Iraqi Muslims receive
Christ. The 4 workers, from
the Karentina Gospel
Church in Beirut, with their
Syrian counterparts, also 

distributed 1,500 NewTes-
taments, 4,000 pieces of
Christian literature and 150
books.

According to a report on
the BBC, the Hungarian
Ministry of Defence is con­
sidering introducing the
teaching of church and
religious history in its mili­
tary academies.

According to the National
Report on Violence (1990)
every murder in our com­
munity costs the taxpayer
$1 million. According to the
SA Offenders Aid and Reha­
bilitation Services (OARS)
this is a conservative figure.
Thecostofkeeping in prison
for 20 years a person con­
victed of murder is itself
approx. $1 million.

On 5 June the application
by Carlton and United
Breweries to dismiss the
claims by three Aborigi­
nal claimants in the Or­
ange, NSW, court that
they had suffered injury
from the consumption of
alcohol was refused. Ac­
cordingly the claim by
those three claimants will
now proceed to be heard
and evidence will be called
to prove the claim that
alcohol is in fact poison­
ous, dangerous and ad­
dictive and the cause of
injury and damage. The
trial date has yet to be
fixed.

Personal income tax paid
by Australians is $66,377
million a year. The annual
net subsidy paid to the liq­
uor trade is calculated at
$3,700 million. This sub­
sidy represents 5.6% of to­
tal taxation income.

Vanuatu Churches of
Christ welcomed 4 new
churches into the Confer­
ence last May. These
churches were Lalvaru on
Maewo Island, Levelkat-
pur on Pentecost Island
and Lolath on Santo. A
second church has also
been established in
Luganville underthe lead­
ership of Pastor Raynold
Bori.

A rare copy of the
BabylonianTalmud, acom-
pendium of Jewish law and
lore, has been discovered
in the basement of Sion
College, the theological li- |
brary on the Embankment 1
in London.

The (Anglican) Church
of the Province of
Southern Africa has re­
solved to support the
ordination of women
priests. The church's
General Synod made
the decision in mid­
August. It is not ex­
pected that all dioceses
will proceed to
ordinations in thefore-
seeable future, al­
though a number will.

HAMPTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS

To celebrate the 81st anniversary of
die Church and die 70 th

anniversary of our present building

on
SUNDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 1992

• 10.20 am Worship Service
Guest Speaker Ken Clinton

• Luncheon

• Pleasant Sunday Afternoon
featuring the

Victorian Children’s Choir
and odier artists

For enquires and further
information, and to notify

intention to attend (for catering
purposes), please phone

(03) 581 5892 or (03) 798 5966
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Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 2721600 A.H (08) 278 4515

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.

The Australian Christian

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open
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World Convention

The 13th World Convention
of Churches of Christ was held
at Long Beach, California, 5-9
August, under the theme
"God's Dominion: From Sea
to Sea".

Convention is a time when
all branches of the Churches of
Christ/Restoration Move-
ment/Stone-Campbell (or
Campbell-Stone) Movement
get together and share in a time
of celebration and worship.

Some 1,200-1,500 shared in
the convention, with over 140
Australians attending.

This is the only time that
members of our movement
from around the world come
together in any forum. Due to
the tensions that exist between
the largest groups in the US the
convention is not a time for
business but a time of sharing
fellowship, worshiping God
together and being inspired by
challenging preaching.

The main speaker at this
World Convention was Fred
Craddock, who is Professor of
Preaching and New Testament 

at the Chandler School of The­
ology in Georgia. Fred is a mem­
ber of the Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ) and was
the Jessie M. Bader Lecturer
and preacher. He gave four
excellent addresses to the whole
convention. Dr Keith Farmer,
Principal of the NSW Churches
of Christ Theological College,
also preached at one of the
evening services.

The sessions were inspiring.
They were well organised and
the singing was appreciated by
all. There were a variety of guest
artists and several choirs (in­
cluding bell choirs) who not
only shared during the service
but also on several occasions
performed prior to or after the
sessions for those who wished
to listen to them. The majority
of the singing was of hymns,
with very few recent songs of
praise being used in the wor­
ship. (My mother commented
that while she was enjoying the
singing she had not sung many
of the hymns and choruses for
over 30 years!)

Several significant changes
occurred at this World Con­
vention. Dr Allan Lee retired
from the position of General
Secretary of World Convention
after 21 years. Thenewappoint-
ment as General Secretary sees
several firsts being achieved.
Lyndsay and Lorraine Jacobs
from New Zealand have been
appointed as the new General
Secretary and Associate Gen­
eral Secretary. This is the first
time that a couple have been
appointed to the position, the
first time lay people rather than
ministers have been appointed
and the first time that the posi­
tion has been held by non­
Americans. Lyndsay and Lor­
raine will be moving to America
to set up the new office in the
Disciples of Christ Historical
Society building in Nashville,
Tennessee, later this year. The
Disciples of Christ Historical
Society has good links with the
three main arms of our move­
ment in America—the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ), the Church of Christ/
Christian Church (we tend to
call them the independents)
and thechurches of Christ (non­
instrumental)—I will write
more about the differences and
history in later issues.

For those interested the next
World Convention will be held
in four years time in 1996 in
Alberta, Canada. The new
World Convention President is
Marj Black (again a first in that
she is the first woman to fill the
post). Good news for Australia
is that the 15th World Conven­
tion is to be held in Sydney in
the year 2000.

! Highlights for me included
thepreachingof Fred Craddock

| and Keith Farmer. I came away
1 acknowledging that too often

wehavesoldtheChristian faith
short. We have made the Chris­
tian life sound easy and have

I stressedthatincomingtoChrist
all our problems will be sold. In

I fact, living a Christian life can
! be extremely difficult, and
: Christ in his call to people to
| follow him often talked of the
. difficulties they would face.

This should make us more reli­
ant on the power of his Spirit
working within us because if
we try to do it on our own we

I will fail, and fail miserably.
It was interesting to meet fel-

J low Christians who come from
the same church tradition but
who live in different cultures. I
met with editors, writers and

| leaders. The two morning Bi­
ble studies (written by Leroy
Garrett from the non-instru-
mental stream and printed in

' the 1 August issue of The Aus­
tralian Christian) were a time
when I shared with people I
had never meet before. I was

' particularly impressed with the
way that we had a common

I bond in Christ in facing the
' issues of life.

—Chris Ambrose
[In future issues I will share

I some of my impressions on the
! various parts of our movement

in the US and some insights
gained from visiting the his­
torical areas of the Stone-
Campbell movement in the US
and listening to various histo-

1 rians share their view of the
! development of our move-
i ment.]

Charlestown
Church of Christ

Home Coming

29th Anniversary
Celebrations
cnr Dudley Rd &

Kalora Cres
Charlestown

Speaker: Fred Miller (USA)
Saturday, 19 September, 6.30 pm

Make this a time to share and reflect on blessing
both past and present and the challenge of the
future.
Contact: Peter Rama Rau (Minister)

on (049) 43 9007

5 September 1992 The Australian Christian (357) 13



News

Adventure and
Challenge
Camps for young people
Visitors to the Home Show at
the Exhibition Buildings in Mel­
bourne, Vic, were attracted by
the display stand promoting an
initiative camp for boys.

The camp will be held at
Monbulk, Victoria, 27 Septem­
ber-1 October, for boy s in years
4, 5 and 6. Campers will have
the opportunity to develop ini­
tiative and experience physi­
cal, spiritual and social chal­
lenges.

The program will include
varied sports, swimming and
hiking. Peter Wing-Tang, min­
ister at Burwood, will lead the
study times on "Making the
Right Choice". Social games, a
film night and concert will be
featured. The camp is very well
organised and caters for wet or
dry weather conditions. A
video of last year's camp is
available from Jacob Aites,
camp director (contact him on
(03) 723 3348).

Other camps being offered
for young people during the
school vacation are at Halls
Gap. Phil and Nina
McCredden, student minister
at Williamstown, will direct
"Youth OneRetums" foryears
7 and 8 students, 20-25 Sep­
tember. James Pearce, minister
at Strathmore, will lead dis­
cussions on "-wearing masks".
"Things That Make You Go
Mmmmm" is the theme of the
Youth 2 Camp for years 9 and
10 students, 27 September-2
October. Alison Nankivell will
direct the camp with studies
led by Paul Hammat, minister
at Cheltenham.

These camps are part of the
camping program of the Vic-
Tas Department of Mission,
Education and Development.
Registration forms are available
from the D ep artment, 77 Cap el
Street, West Melbourne 3003.
Phone (03) 326 8900.

• On the ropes course at Monbulk

Richmond! Off Peak
Opportunity worth seizing

• Richmond minister Rod Beer offers information leaflets at
the Off Peak Arts Festival (Photo by Carry Basinski)

Recently the Richmond, Vic,
church was invited, along with
other community groups, to
participate in the local "Off
Peak Arts Festival" street mar­
ket. The festival was promoted
and co-ordinated by the Rich­
mond City Council and many
groups participated, expand­
ing the usual Saturday morn­
ing street market by several
dozen stalls. Members of the
Church of Christ conducted a
white elephant/craft stall,
which attracted considerable
attention. A pamphlet describ­
ing the activities of the church
was placed in a plastic bag with
each purchase.

Minister Rod Beer and one
or two helpers offered copies
of the information pamphlet to
passers-by, many of whom ac­
cepted them with interest.

The church was pleased to 

have been given the opportu­
nity to promote their Sunday
school, craft and friendship
group, playgroup and worship,
along with informing the pub­
lic about the other congrega­
tions who use their facilities.

Money raised by the sale of
items in the stall will go to­
wards providing colourful
posters for the lounge area in
the chapel building.

—Rodney Beer

Winner of all major awards
HIA & HGF Housing Guarantee
Free design and quote in your
home or visit our showroom

Discount for
church members

Contact Stephen on (03) 879 4660
or 018 36 8899 (car phone)

LMCT

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone (03) 879 4004
Contact Ken if you are looking for

a used car or need to rent one
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Comment

H
knew I should not have I
started it. It was a risk, yet
I thought I could handle it.

Fancy taking a punt on prayer.
Not any sort of prayer, but

one of thankfulness to God. I
started out in a rare mood of
optimism after a good night's
sleep and a fresh morning
mixed with a good cup of tea.
So, why not say, "Thanks to the
Creator-Redeemer"?

The Psalms were a great place
to start, not too heavy nor too
light for a morning's "break­
fast with God". Reading along
I was arrested by a beaut piece
of spiritual "muesli": "He who
sacrifices thank offerings hon­
ours me." As I chewed on this
for a bit, I nearly choked as I
tried to "swallow" it. It stuck in
my throat.

Here I was getting all "spir­
itual" so as to give thanks to
God for some grea t things when
my "diet" nearly makes me
choke. Was there any similar­
ity with what I was about to
say, with what the words of
scripture said about the thank
offering that would honour
God?

Oh yes, I knew that the Jew­
ish concept involved an animal
orsome grain orsomething like
that, all part of the ritual. But
then I realised whatever was
offered, actually, physically,
emotionally, economically, cost
him something. Here I was go­
ing to give thanks for a lot of
things I enjoyed, things that
were simply "freebies", involv­
ing no pain or cost to me at all.

I had in mind to say thanks to
God that I lived in a land with­
out terrorism, no civil wars or
threat of eviction and displace­
ment. I was feeling really
blessed that I wasn't unem-

Sale of Items
We need the space, hence we are

offering for sale:
Piano Wooden frame, German-

made upright. In need of
repairs.
Price: negotiable, in the
vicinity of $450

Organ Mannborg: pedal operation
21 stops. In very good
condition.
Stool included.
Price: negotiable, in the
vicinity of $250.

Contact: Secretary of the
Camberwell Church of Christ

Mrs Jean Ry al I
Phone (03) 882 3632

5 September 1992

It Was a Risk
and It Was
Worth It!

Ray Hawkins
ployed or a homeless child or
facing a business crisis. As I
reflected on my "thank you list"
I started to feel like the phari­
see in the temple with the tax
collector. You know, the grati­
tude that I am not like that!

So it was as if God was giv­
ing me a sharp, smart reminder
that being thankful is not de­
pendent upon the luck of the
environment but the set of the
heart.

As I coughed and spluttered
over this I remembered what
David said when he purchased
the block of dirt on which the
temple was later built. I will
not sacrifice unto the Lord that
which costs me nothing!

Oh boy, was my "thank you
list" looking rather cheap. For
it wasn't costing me anything
but breath.

So I "spat out" what was
choking me, and started again.
Here are some of the things
that have a price tag attached
to them in some way or other.
They are not listed in order of
importance or of thankfulness.

I thanked the Lord (with
great effort at being sincere) for
the fact that I'm growing old.
At least I have found him to be
faithful throughout the years.

For the dimming of my eye­
sight. Makes words hard to see
and people hard to recognise, 

but I will see him face to face.
The arthritis gave a twinge

of pain wanting to test my de­
termination about thankful­
ness. So I swallowed and said,
"Thanks Lord," for my arthri­
tis. I don't like it, but at least I
can still make the effort to do
things to serve you and help
others. Hope my attitude will
be helpful to others facing a
similar situation.

I saw my bankbook on the
table and rubbed my chin. Lord,
you know we have financial
commitments that are a strain,
but I thank you for them. At
least they are making me de­
pend upon you for your provi­
dence. The call to self-control
and self-denial seems to be
linked in there with your provi-
denceandl'mfindingthatsuch
an awareness is developing my
character. (Just ho w much char-
acter you have in mind is a bit
of a concern, but perhaps I will
have to be thankful for that
later.)

It was a bit of an effort to be
fair dinkum with the Lord
when being thankful for being
disappointed by people, being
hurt, ignored. But I did it! I'm
realising that even the best
intentioned people will let me
down as I let them down. The
Lord alone is true blue. Time
was getting away, but I was 

beginning to understand the
blessing behind the pain of a
costly sacrifice of thankfulness.
I opened up my "secret com­
partment" and showed God my
grievances I had against him.
For prayers unanswered, for
dreams unfulfilled, for impor-

l tant matters unsolved. When I
; asked for strength to be thank-
! ful even for these, wow, did I

sense a burden lifted. It sure
gave a purging to my motives
and power to my perseverance.

Well, it was time I had to say
"Amen" and run. But I stole an
extra minute simply to thank
him for my failures and tears.
Not that I wanted to be happy
with such things. Rather to rec­
ognise before God that in spite
of my weakness, vulnerability
and stupidity, he still loves me
and at least I can truthfully tell
people about the forgiving
grace of God.

The "In Jesus' Name" was
still ringing in my ears as I

; rushed to face the demands of
i the day. I would imagine that
! in the morning (if not before) I
■ will be paying some cost or

other to offer up to my Lord
j and Saviour the sacrifice of
I thanksgiving. Least this time

I'll be ready and while not for-
■ getting the glorious "freebies"

I enjoy, I will be trying to be
bold enough to be sincere when
1 say, "Thank you Lord for the
following tough, unpleasant,

I unwanted, unexpected, unjust
items. For at least I can declare

| that in and through all of them
God is Sovereign and will again
the glory in and through them."

How do I know?
Calvary tells me so!

• Ray Hawkins is the minister at
the Maitland, NSW, church.

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants”—borers—carpet pests lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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GOLDEN WEDDINGS

DEATHS

IN MEMORIAM

ELECTRICIAN

BUILDERS

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car­
penter St joiner. Carports, deckings

ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES includ­
ing industrial, commercial and do­
mestic. Installation, maintenance
and repairs. Safety switches, smoke
detectors, lighting and security sys­
tems. All work guaranteed. Free
quotes. 24-hour service to all sub­
urbs. Call Phil Clayden on 018 368
801 or (03) 315 2684. REC 4460.

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dent owners. Phone (05 3) 56 6300
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front
and back beaches. 3 bedrooms.
Modernised. $200 p.w., $250
school holidays (not Christmas-
January). C.R. Brough (03) 808
2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solutewaterfrontunit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

PARKER Gordon 26 August 1983.
For all the years we were so close:
all the times I've needed you most:
All the loving things we did to­
gether; for all those things and one
million more, I give my thanks and
love: in the thought that when I
look above, the brightest star in the
sky, is that same sparkle once in
your eye. Gwendolyne.

5 September 199

NAME BADGES
CHURCHES & BUSINESS - AUST. WIDE
WITH CofC LOGO S3.5O-NO LOGO $2.00

PLUS $2.50 POSTAGE / SET UP PER ORDER
CHOICE OF SIZE AND COLOUR

• The Custer family: Bob (Steve Crocker), Cheryl (Amanda
Davis), Kim (Kerrilyn Bottomley), James (Mark Palmer),
"Birdie" (Catherine McIntyre), Chris (Cameron Read),
Jennifer (Elizabeth Christie) and Jamie (Derek Welton)

and pergolas, home maintenance
and repairs, home alterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen-
tersand builders. Renovations, new
houses, units or alterations. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.

This handsome-looking family
is the subject of Doncaster's
new musical production,
"Home Again—Portrait of a
Family", written by Chuck
Bolte and the Jeremiah Peo­
ple.

Like most families today, the
Custers have their fair share of
problems.

The teenagers don't under­
stand the parents, the parents
don't understand the teenag­
ers, the children don't under­
stand anything and the
grandparents...well, they just
look on.

By observing them in a vari­
ety of situations—at a bowling
alley, at a hospital and in their
own loungeroom—we get a
glimpse into their problems
and discover, perhaps with a
start, that they're just like us!

They have a yearning to
belong, but it takes a trag­
edy before they realise just
how special they are to each
other.

"Home Again" is an enter­
taining and challenging musi­
cal production the whole fam­
ily will enjoy. It will make you

Saturday, 24 October
Ringwood Church of Christ

9 am-2 pm
If you are interested in

“buying” a stall at our fete
($12 a table) for yourself or

your church, please ring
Ronda Clarke (03) 725 2733

laugh, it will make you cry,
you'll hum along to the songs
and you might even stop and
think.

For the past three months,
under the direction of Alison
Pitt, a cast of over 40 has been
working hard to bring the
Custer family to life.

They've been learning lines
and songs and harmonies,
they've been experimenting
with make-up and costumes,
they've even learnt how to
dance!

At the same time, under the
direction of Fraser Wood-Bur­
gess, a team of workers have
been hammering, cutting and
painting so that the Custers
have a place they can call home.

The end result will be shown
on 11,12and 13Septemberand
promises to be an enjoyable
night out for all.

Tickets cost $10 (adult), $7
(concession), $5 (child) or $25
(family) and include a delicious
supper.

Bookings can be made by
phoning Pam Fallon on (03)722
1618 or the church office on
(03)848 1546.

DAVIE MARKETING pu (08)248 1292
11 KYBUNGA TCE. ’ ,no1?4Q 5299LARGS NTH. 5016 FAX <08)2480^

i BARNETTRoyWilliampassedaway
1 at Highett on 13 August 1992 at

age 74. Dearly loved husband of
Ercil (dec). Loved father of Yvonne,
Elwyn, Margaret, Lorraine and
David. Loved father-in-law of Frank,
Graeme, Jeff, Ian and Sue. Loved
grandfather of 14 grandchildren.
We thank God for the wonderful
remembrance we have of him. At
peace with the Lord.

READ Gladys and Lloyd announce
with pleasure and gratitude the
50th anniversary of their wedding,
conducted by F.A. Youens in the
Chatswood Church of Christ on 15
August 1942. We give thanks to
God for the journey of the yea rs, for
family and forfriends in and through
many churches.

“Home Agaiim—
Portrait off a Family
Doncaster musical
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Our Christian Travel Agency
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Curkpatrick
I X\ uring the Gulf War

i Lj speculation about the
JJ-Z7 end of the world be­
came intense among some
Christians, and with renewed
military confrontation with Iraq
a current possibility such
speculation will no doubt fer­
ment again. Unfortunately,
speculation about the end is
always compounded with
every civil war and famine in
Africa, disaster in the Third
World, and skirmish between
Arab and Jew as "unmistak­
able signs of the end". It is also
compounded by immense
rapid social change in our own
society.

Speculation about the end
was prevalent in Jesus' day,
which like today was a time of
massive social change and in­
security. Many of Jesus' con­
temporaries were engrossed
with the cataclysmic end of the
age and a passionate hope that
the enemies of God (Gentiles)
would be destroyed, and the
unrighteous (outcasts) would
be eliminated. So there were
occasions when Jesus was
asked for signs to confirm
popular expectations that the
cataclysmic end and therefore
the age of the Kingdom was
near. But Jesus responded to
their sign-seeking by saying,
"The Kingdom is not coming
with signs to be observed, so
you can say, 'Here it is, or there
it is,' for the Kingdom has come
in your midst." On another
similar occasion he said, "It is
an evil and adulterous genera­
tion that look for signs." Ag­
gressive words! But why evil
and adulterous?

It is a malignant mentality
that hopes and rejoices in vio­
lent tragic events, and terrible
human suffering as a prelude
to an ecstatic escape from the
world. How many Christians
gleefully hoped the Gulf War
and the break up of the Soviet

A Signa
Oiw Tninm©

Union would escalate to be­
come an Armageddon? How
many now hope the seeds of
the end lie in the Balkan crisis?
Sign-seeking adulterates the
compassionate mission of
God's people in the world, be­
cause it has a propensity to turn
the people of God into a self-
righteous enclave, huddled to­
gether, nauseated by society,
waiting to be rescued and
plucked from a world "beyond
redemption". The rhetoric may
not claim that, but reality often
does. This propensity does not
produce compassionate, pro­
phetic people of the calibre of
Martin Luther King and others
who have engaged in working
for justice, compassion and
community—God's shalom in
God's world.

"No sign will be given," said
Jesus, "except the sign of
Jonah." But what is the sign of
Jonah? It is a sign that God has
a seemingly incomprehensible
compassion for the most "vil­
lainous pagan" as God had for
the inhabitants of Ninevah, the
proverbial "bad people" of the
ancient world. Whatever the
reputation of Ninevah, thestory
of Jonah depicts its 120,000 in­
nocent people, ignorantof God, 

who don't know their right
hand from their left. In a clever
parable imbued with irony, the
author demonstrates the deep
compassion God has for all
people, even in the word of
judgmenton our truncated life­
styles. In a comic caricature of
contemporary Jewish atti­
tudes—embodied in the
prophet Jonah, the story con­
trasts the people of God unfa­
vourably with pagans in the
narrative, and subverts the
popular assumption, that God's
compassion is an exclusive pos­
session of anyone. The story is
a comic reversal of escalating
racial intolerance, which as­
sumed all pagans are callous,
without spiritual sensitivities,
and shatters the bigotry of a
people, who, though "called to
mission", had become an en­
clave of the righteous.

The sign of Jonah is also a
sign of death—not the Arabs',
Eastern Europeans', or any­
one's, but ours for their sake. In
what Joseph Campbell has de­
scribed as a symbolic "journey
of death", which can precipi­
tate personal renewal and ho­
listic, compassionate sensibili­
ties, Jonah must die the death
of a bigoted prophet in "the 

belly of a whale". This appears
to be unsuccessful in Jonah's
case, unlike the Apostle Paul,
who experiences the "death­
life journey" in his ministry, in
emulation of Jesus' own self­
giving for others—"death is at
work in us, but life in you".

The "sign of Jonah" is a sign
that a self-righteous enclave,
nauseated by "this world of
Ninevah", waiting, hoping for
its destruction will be disap­
pointed, as Jonah was disap­
pointed that Ninevah, the city
of Nina, the fish god, was not
destroyed. To Jonah's disgust,
the compassionate patience of
God is a reality.

Whatever peevish feelings
the people of God may have
about this world of Ninevah,
and like Jonah, whatever
brooding hopes some Chris­
tians may have for its destruc­
tion, grace will succeed. The
self-giving compassion of God,
expressed unequivocally in Je­
sus Christ, is an enduring real­
ity and sign for our time.

—Stephen Curkpatrick

BUCKINGHAM
MEMORIAL CENTRE
Self-catering camp site

38 Lockwood Road,
Belgrave Heights

Accommodation for 60
Large recreational hall

Low tariff
Small groups welcome

Enquiries: Jack Edwards
(03) 568 1825

Pontius' Puddle
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