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Kylie Birtwistle

T
he Mystery Bus tour departed the
Launceston, Tas, church at 8 pm on
25 September with a bus load of

youth expecting their usual injection of
pure adrenalin-packed excitement!

The bus company were used to footy
teams turning up for pub crawls under the
auspices of the local Bowls Club and thus
the basic rules were: you can't do any­
thing. With this firmly entrenched in their
minds the young people of the Livewire
youth group proceeded to be escorted
around Myer by securi ty, suffer interroga-
tionat the hands of local law enforcers and
wake the dead at the city cemetery. Not
bad for a quiet
night at youth
group.

The youth
group preferred
to travel incog­
nito and politely
asked the bus
driver to turn the inside lights off as we
were touring town.

The tour was around the world in one
night and the first stop was Montezuma's
Mexican restaurant where we were met by
Speedy Gonzales, who handed out com
chips to anyone who wanted them, includ­
ing all the cars waiting at the lights.

Next stop was an Italian restaurant. Don't
ever say we skimp on quality food for our
young people. Succulent lean pasta pieces
and cold crunchy "bust-your-braces" spa­
ghetti were the order of the day.

The next destination was Harrod's de­
partment store in London (alias Myer in
downtown Launceston). The lift seemed
the ideal venue for the meeting to discuss
our assault on the store. The sixth-floor toy
department was the target. It was encour­
aging to behold the keenness of our ma­
ture, well-behaved youth taking such an
interest in Thomas the Tank Engine, teddy
bears and Terminator trivia. The floor staff
were surprisingly not as enthusiastic about
such unbridled excitement for their goods.
However, after restoring the sixth floor to
something near what it had previously
resembled, we all entered the lift again,
only to discover that a new person had
jomed our group. He was easy to identify

“2®,?1S uame "Security" firmlyemblazoned on his shirt. He asked if we
were a youth group. Amazing guesswork 

on his part, and he kindly offered to escort
us from the store.

New York and the Statue of Liberty
were our next stop and while feasting our
eyes on this historical landmark we no­
ticed a friendly blue and white van pull up.
The local police seemed to be investigating
a wall on the side of the road. We soon
discovered their torches were lighting the
face of our senior youth leader, who,
dressed as Yasser Arafat, was busily try­
ing to explain what on earth he was doing
in a dark part of Launceston with a sinister
looking cap gun. After escaping from the
inquisition he proceeded to do what he

was supposed
to—hijack the
bus. We then
stopped in town
where we were
attacked by an-
otherband of ter­
rorists with ma­

chine-gun-like water pistols who forced
everyone to pay up the cost of the night.

With Ugly Kid Joe's "Everything About
You" pounding on the stereo (a tribute to
youth leaders if there ever was one) we
headed out to the dead centre of town.
(Sorry—I couldn't resist). We rolled up at
the cemetery to be told the story of
Tutankhamen. Yes, we were in Egypt. Ee­
rie coughing (or should I say coffin) sounds
were coming from a tomb close by. Screams
revealed the mummy of Tutankhamen,
who, feeling quite energetic, was dancing
on his grave and tripping over his toilet
paper, I mean bandages.

After our time with Tut we rocked on up
to McDonald's, where we sent the staff
into a Friday night bus drill. Big Macs were
hastily thrown on the furnace in anticipa"
tion of a big order. Unfortunately for them
we only bought a cheap cheeseburger be­
tween us all.

We have all these memorable momen s
enshrined forever on film. Of course the
lens cap remained firmly encased on the
best moments but there is some greatau
dio! A word of warning before embarking
on such ludicrous adventures. Make stir
your youth leaders are respectable up
standing citizens who cannot be so easi y
mistaken for gun-toting PLO reps.

PS: Everyone had a totally awesom
time.
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children, and will certainly
brighten up the playground
behind the church.

The play area of the young­
est churchgoers is in constant
use by members of the Girls'
Brigade, the church's boys'
clubs, and Sunday school par­
ticipants.

The youth minister at the
church, Darryl Tobler,said the
big, bare cement wall that lines
one side of the play area was
perfect for a mural

"We contacted Launceston
College for a student who
would be willing to do the
mural, and a little while later
Kailieshowed interest," hesaid.

IFUcwdt Picture Delayed by Rain
Noah stays in the ark
In the Bible, it was rain that
caused the flood and sen t Noah
to sea in the Ark. So it's ironic
that heavy rain has caused
problems for 19-year-old artist
Kailie Perkins, a Launceston
College student who is paint­
ing a mural of Noah's landfall
for the Church of Christ in
Margaret St, Launceston, Tas.

She had hoped to have it fin­
ished by now, but rain has put
paid to that plan.

Depicting the disembarka­
tion of Noah, his wife and the
animals after their exile on
board the Ark during the flood,
the mural tells a story that
words would find it hard to

Kailie Perkins works on the Launceston mural

capture.
Itwilltakehundredsofhours

to complete. Still in the early
stages, it is painted in vivid
colours that should appeal to

Although Kailie has no in­
tention of making painting her
career, she has a growing repu­
tation in Launceston for her fine
mural work.

The church provided the
paint and other materials and
Kailie is doing the job for the
love of it. "It's enjoyable," she
said, "but it'd be better if the

sun was shining."
—Sharon Leslie

(Story and photo used with
permission of the

Launceston Examiner)

diverse. The performances
ranged from harp-playing to
poetry recitals and even tap-
dancing.

Interspersed in the program
were the performances of guest
artists, who were invited as a
means of incentive and encour­
agement _________________
for the
perform­
ers, as
well as
being an
enter-
t a i n i n g I ■ - *3
addition.
Merinda |
Bowyer
a n d r
Grant t
Ward
played a I
classical I
set on I
cello and
piano, Debbie Male and Traci
Edgar displayed their dramatic
prowess, and Rudy van den
Bovenkamp played numerous
instruments at once as a one-
man band.

Performers were encouraged i "Strive not for perfection, be-
to perform in next year's Win- ; cause you will always be let
ter Gig, having a whole year to ! down. Instead strive for excel-
improve. Merinda urged them, . lence." —Suzanne Male

IBerwicIk Wimtteir Gig
Striving for excellence
In her speech at the end of the
Berwick Regional church, Vic,
1992 Winter Gig, guest artist
Merinda Bowyer explained the
feelings she still felt after years
of performing in front of peo­
ple—the nervousness and ap­
prehension beforehand and the
incomparableexhilaration dur­
ing and after the performance.

The Winter Gig was the op­
portunity for performing arts
students of varying ages and
experience to perform after all
those hours of seemingly end­
less practice at home.

Around 30 performers expe­
rienced the same feelings as
Merinda as they sang, played
or danced their way through
the chilly winter afternoon of
23 August.

Although the idea of per­
forming before a live audience
is daunting, most participants
in the Winter Gig found the
experience both encouraging
and satisfying.

Master of ceremonies
Malcolm Gray led the audi­
ence through a program that
was as entertaining as it was

• Rudy van den Bovenkamp,
the one-man band

• Debbie Male and Traci Edgar
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Present an exerting and
New Musical. Pfama.

SINGLES LINE...
Running on empty?...

Experiencing marital disruption?...
Feel like you're 'dancing with a

porcupine'?...
Picking up the pieces ol your lile?

Overcoming issues related to:
Singleness, separation, divorce, grief,

unemployment, epilepsy, social isolation,
communication, low self-esteem,

spiritual dryness...
Colin Murdoch—Christian counsellor,
SINGLES LINE Counselling Services

Phone(02) 631 3414
‘Enhancing, enabling, encouraging and

enriching people's lives'

The COCKE and TIM Players,
COCKE Playhouse and
Kidsmin Publications, which
form Churches of Christ
Kidsmin in SA, continue to
grow at an impressive rate. j

During the past year the •
COCKE and TIM Players have
developed through the skills of
our new drama directors,
Thorin Cupit and Claudia
Hillman, and conducted an
intense ministry a t church serv­
ices, kids clubs, camps and
functions at the playhouse

The COCKE Playhouse,
through the efforts of the
Kidsmin Parents' Team, has
been further developed as a
fully operational playhouse
with full theatrical lighting
equipment. There is also a fol­
low spot and portable lighting
equipment for use at other ven­
ues. Plans are underway to pro­
vide a complete sound system
and build a kitchen/canteen.

I A bi-monthly newsletter,
Kidsmin News, has been estab­
lished to communicate our ac­
tivities with children and their
leaders and as a cross-talk for
kids clubs and Sunday schools.

The songbooks and audio
cassettes of Kids Everywhere
and More Kids Everywhere,
produced by Kidsmin Publica­
tions, continue to sell steadily
in Christian bookshops
throughout Australia and a
marketing campaign is near­
ing completion to sell them to 

LP. & D. WARMBRUNN MEMORIAL LECTURESHIP
An invitation is extended to all church leaders and members to hear

Dr T. Garrott Benjamin
of the Light of the World Christian Church, Indianapolis, deliver the

1992 Lectureship

THE VICTORY IS IN THE VISION
Nunawading Church

(182 Surrey Road, Blackburn)
Friday, 23 October 1992—8 pm

Supper to follow

DEPARTMENT OF MISSION, EDUCATION
AND DEVELOPMENT, VICTORIA-TASMANIA

all Australian independent
schools.

The Kidsmin Team will be
presenting "Belinda and the
Mist" at the COCKE Play­
house, 50 Clifford St,
Torrensville, on 30 and 31 Oc­
tober at 8 pm, and at 2 pm on 31
October. "Belinda and the Mist"
is a modem musical drama
written by Robyn Page, di­
rected by Thorin Cupit and
Claudia Hillman. The musical
score was composed and di­
rected by Paul Grant. The story
revolves around a group of
children and young people who
havehikeddeepintothe moun­
tains and who feel lost as a mist
descends upon them. Belinda
decides to continue on, ignor­
ing guides' warnings and the
concerns of other travellers. She
is fearless because of her faith
and belief that the Holy Spirit
wil1 guide her to safety through
the danger. "Belinda and the
Mist" offers delightful and ex­
citing entertainment and an
ideal outing for children and
families.

Tickets are adults $6, conces­
sion and children S3 and fam-

i ily (two adults and two chil­
dren) S15. Tickets are now
available from Jenny
Thomson (phone (08) 352 4273)
or Jean Feder (phone (08)
3561565), by mail via PO Box
142,Findon5023,oratthe Play­
house door.

—Brian Busbridge

Belinda and the Mist
Ministry to children in SA

Written by|»pYN RAfiE
sou! Store?, Dtt&rtoK
PAUL GRANT

Dirertars: .....
ThwinCupit. Claim Mdlman

15 aTM^JerixyThwiWi
etlMC. RKCWCECBXE :2,3MC£0W.

ADULTS »6 . CHlLDRBf/cONLKSIOM » FAMILY^a^jV

(flWHES OF CB$T HpSWMN UN S4-
ItjorpaasHng C.Q.C.K£<bUHr>M pky?r4)

COCKE and TIN Players at a kids club
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ScIhl(D)(Q)]l (rf Ctoss-
cultural Ministry

Making Australian churches more multicultural

As a part of the Continuing
Education Program for minis­
ters in the Uniting Church, 50
ministers attended a residen­
tial school in August to exam­
ine models of ethnic ministry
in Australia and see what could
be done to make Australian
churches more multicultural.

In 1985 the Uniting Church
in Australia stated, "The Unit­
ing Church is a Multicultural
Church." An Ethnic Affairs
Officer, Sonija Yoo, a Korean,
has been appointed, working
out of Sydney. The Uniting
Church has prepared a prop­
erty policy for a multicultural
church and a national consul­
tation was held in 1990.

The Rev Marsha Foster
Boyd, a black theologian from
the USA, proved to be a dy­
namic communicator as she
described racism, the painful
experiences of grief at a time of
transition and the nature of a
society that needed to tell its
story and listen to the story of
the other when no-one seemed
very interested.

Nada Miocevic, a teacher
and counsellor from the Catho­
lic Family Welfare Bureau in
Footscray, Vic, used poetry,
movement and clay for the par­
ticipants to express their un-
derstandingof culture and peo­
ple in transition.

Highlights of the school were
the prayer times and the wor­
ship, where participants ex­

pressed themselves in their
mother tongue and taught us
something of their own cul­
ture—Korean, Tongan, Sa­
moan, Sri Lankan, Indonesian
and Fijian, joining with Abo­
rigines and Anglo-Australians.

Rev Bubsy Aralumpalam, a
Sri Lankan ministering at
Dandenong, Vic, led Bible
studies from the great themes
of Exodus—leaving, exile and
accepting.

Of what value is this to
Churches of Christ? We need
to spend more time on Biblical
reflection on multiculturalism
and the church.

We need to have models be­
fore us to give us examples of
churches that have successfully
welcomed ethnic groups into
the life of the local congrega­
tion.

We need to understand the
various approaches of separa te
development, assimilation and
multiculturalism. Is our
monocultural Australian
church consistent with Biblical
understanding? Why are the
ethnic churches the fastest-
growing churches? What is our
attitude to the stewardship of
resources of buildings and lead­
ership when we are negotiat­
ing with ethnic groups who
have nowhere to worship? Is
our Overseas Mission workrec-
ognising the importance of our
multicultural society?

—Barry Jenkins

Hodos Launching
The way to go
The East Keilor, Vic, church is
holding a celebratory worship
service on 25 October at 10.30
am to launch its new commu­
nity care program "Hodos".
The speaker at the service will
be Trevor Giles, Executive Di­
rector of the Department of
Community Care.

The name is based on the
New Testament Greek word
hodos, which means "the way
to go".

Hodos is a combined project
between the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Community Care and
the East Keilor church.

This program will enable the
church to become a centre of
care, offering both educational
and recreational programs for
a range of age groups. The pro­
grams will be run on Wednes­
days in the church, at 59
Milleara Rd, East Keilor, from
9.30 am until 9.30 pm for casual
drop-in visits and activities.
Activities will include cards,
carpet bowls, board games and
craft activities. It will also be a
place to just sit and chat over a
cup of tea or coffee.

Various other activities and
courses are also planned. On
the first day there will be a pro­
gram on "Pills and Older Per­
sons" (10 am-12.30 pm) and in
the evening there will be a self-
defence for women course, 

which will run for five weeks.
Other courses planned between
now and Christmas include
"FeelingSafeatHome", "Emer­
gency First Aid Issues", "Craft
for Christmas", "Exploring
Art" and "LeamingTo Dance".
A day bus trip and other spe­
cial days of entertainment and
luncheons have also been
planned.

Ron Schepis described the
program in terms of education,
recreation and community
service activities and it is being
supported by the local council.

The aim is to build bridges to
the community for the church
by helping meet perceived
needs in the community.

Hodos is a holistic commu­
nity approach that celebrates
life in all its aspects. It offers
help in time of need and cel­
ebration in time of plenty.

On the weekend that the
Hodos program is being
launched the church is holding
a barbecue and bush dance on
the Saturday night from 6 pm.
Rick Cutler will also be enter­
taining during theevening with
some of his special kind of
magic. The cost for the evening
is $6 a single or $13 a family.
Details (of the bush dance etc.)
from Ron Schepis on (03) 336
7129 or Letitia Sanford on (03)
336 4409.

• Philip Keilar busy making alterations to the East Keilor
building in preparation for the Hodos program
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• Ted Keating

Meeting
Needs
Stoop seminars in
Melbourne
Over 500 attended a series of

, seminars,ledbyDavidandJan
Stoop,attheNunawa ding, Vic,
church in September. This visit
was arranged by Cheryl
Johnson, Singles Ministry Co­
ordinator, Vic-Tas Department

i of Mission, Education and De-
' velopment. Dr Stoop is a clini-
i calpsychologistinprivateprac-

tice in California and is a direc­
tor of a psychiatric treatment

I program at the Minirth-Meier
Clinic West. Jan Stoop is com­
pleting a doctorate in clinical

I psychology. They are both
■ graduates of Fuller Theologi­

cal Seminary.
Their easy-going, friendly

, manner, their warm apprecia-
i tion of people and their under-
j standingofhumanpersonality
I ensured that theseminars were
I challenging and helpful. The
] professionalinsightsthatDavid

brought to the material pre-
! sented enabled difficult issues

to be dealt with, such as family
relationships and the need for

i forgiveness, expressing healthy
anger, resol ving past hurts, the
impact of personality differ-

! ences on communication in
marriage and positive living for

: singles.
Many attenders came from

the local area and expressed
• the need that is widespread in

society today to deal with bro­
kenness. This series helped to
meet that need.

Following their Melbourne
' visit, David and Jan Stoop con-
i ducted a similar series at the
' Northside Community
■ Church, Sydney, organised bv ;

JayBacik.

Ted
Keating to
Manila
International need
Ted Keating, senior minister
of the Nunawading, Vic
church, has been invited by

International Needs to minis­
ter 2-12 November in Manila,
in the Philippines.

International Needs is a
Chris tian organisation working
with national leaders in 30
countries, sharing in evange­
lism, church planting and
projects of social and spiritual
concern, linking churches and
individuals in Western coun­
tries with those in the Asian,
African and Eastern European
areas.

Readers will remember Rev
Paul and Josuena Mortiz, In­
ternational Needs Directors
from the Philippines, who
shared in many of our churches
last year as they studied at
Kingsley College,Melbourne.
Ted Keating will be going to
Manila to assist Paul Mortiz in
ministry there.

Ted will be teaching at the
International Needs Annual
Pastors and Elders Confer­
ence. A brief article in The Aus­
tralian Christian (19 September
page 14) states: "15 years ago
there were 5,000 evangelical
churches in the Philippines.
Today there are over 25,000.
Sadly, however, there are not
enough trained pastors to staff
all these churches—nor the new
ones that are planted every
month. So the Philippine
church has set a goal of training

j 18,0001ayministersbytheyear
I 2000—one pastor for each mu-
j nicipal district in the country."
I Ted will be teaching and equip-
1 ping some of those national
i pastors for ministry to the Fili-
i pino people.
I During his stay he will also
: be speaking at an evangelistic

rally, church services and other
meetings. He will be seeing
something of the problems of
the Philippines, visiting
Smokey Mountain, Manila's
rubbish tip where people eke
out an existence, and seeing
something of the ministry of
International Needs through
child care, church planting,
vocational training programs
for women etc. Ted is also plan­
ning to visit some work of the
Australian Council of
Churches.

Saga of a
Church
Builder
David Preston
David Preston has announced
his resignation as an elder of
the Traralgon, Vic, church, in
preparation for retiring with
his wife Jenny to Eagle Point
later this year. David has a dis­
tinguished history of associa­
tion, not only with the
Traralgon church, but also its
sponsor church, Morwell.

As a young man, David, with
his parents, moved to the
Latrobe Valley and commenced
worshipping with the Morwell
church. David and his father at
one stage were both involved
in construction of the Morwell
church. David also undertook
leadership roles as a Sunday
school teacher and as a youth
club leader. It was-at the
Morwell church thatDavid met
Jenny.

David and Jenny were living
in Traralgon when David com­
pleted his apprenticeship with
APM. It was in their home in
September 1961 that the first
communion service of the
Traralgon church took place.
Shortly after this, with much
endeavour by Da vid, Jenny and
David's parents, the Traralgon
church acquired its own prop­
erty and building. The build­
ing is now 27 years old.

During those years David
undertook many roles and
functions, in which he dis­
played consistently his faith in
God and that the individual's
salvation lay in accepting Jesus

6 (422)
The Australian Christian

Christ as personal saviour
A list of the official roles

David has fulfilled include boys
club leader, secretary, treas­
urer, president, board member
Sunday school teacher, prayer
group leader, study group
leader, property steward and
elder.

David was for a period of
years the sole elder of the
church at a time when the
church was without a minister.

The church was blessed with
increasing members and all
were impressed with David's
compassion and his quiet and
unassuming nature. David,
with all his experience and po­
sition of elder, could have
rested on his laurels. He was,
however, still a keen student of
the Bible and actively pursued
his desire to know and under­
stand God better by joining a
Navigators group commenced
at the church.

Recently David has been
joined by other elders and he
played a crucial role in assist­
ing them fulfil their shepherd­
ing role. David's Christian com­
mitment extends to his current
workplace at APM, where
weekly after work he joins with
other Christian employees to
share in prayer and praise for
God.

• These words were part of a
tribute paid to David and Jenny
Preston at the recent annual
meeting of the Traralgon church.

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Ope^J

17 October
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SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ring wood 3134

i Telephone (03) 879 4004
Contact Ken if you are looking for

a used car or need to rent one

No ConfidenceI
New policies and procedures needed for aged care

Mundh-needed Facilities
Chelsea building extensions dedication

• Trying out the new kitchen at Chelsea

Aged Care Australia, at its an­
nual meeting on 21-22 Septem­
ber, passed a no-confidence
motion in the Australian gov­
ernment's handling of aged
care.

Aged Care Australia repre­
sents almost every church and
charitable organisation in­
volved in the care of older per­
sons in nursing homes and aged
care hostels in Australia.

Aged Care Australia said that
it—

° no longer has confidence
in tire government's implemen­
tation of the Aged Care Reform
Strategy flowing from tire Nurs­
ing Home and Hostels review
in 1986;

• refutes the notion that the
government has effectively
consulted with and listened to
the association in the past in
implementing the stages of re­
form;

• is committed to the pro­
duction of alternative policies
and procedures for aged-care
delivery in Australia.

These concerns have in­
creased with the introduction
of more and more bureaucratic
requirements and the contin­
ued transfer of funds from the
care of older people to govern­
ment administration. Time for­
merly devoted to the delivery
of care is increasingly having
to be used to meet excessive
paperwork and organisations
providing care believe that the
quality of care being given to
residents is now declining.

Unfair practices by the gov­
ernment in the application of
the subjective assessment and 

validation process accuse staff
and organisations of dishon­
esty and makes good manage­
ment impossible due to the
uncertainty that the process
introduces.

It is not possible to manage
effectively when tens of thou­
sands of dollars can be with­
drawn from an organisation by
targeting borderline assess­
ments that are redetermined,
not on the care of the resident,
but on whether there is suffi­
cient documentation.

The Australian government
is presiding over an aged-care
system that is now stretched to
the limits, increasingly pres­
sured through funding cuts and
drowning in paperwork.
Highly skilled long-term work­
ers are leaving because they
are interesting in providing
care, not in doing paperwork,
and because they want to be
able to spend time with resi­
dents, not always being rushed
through a series of basic clini­
cal tasks. —Donald Stewart

(Executive Director, CofC
in Qld Social Service Dept)

9 August was an exciting day
at Chelsea, Vic. It brought five
years of planning and fund rais­
ing to fruition when the newly
completed building extensions
were dedicated.

Past President, Max Carter,
with his wife Stella, came and
preached a challenging mes­
sage in the service presided
overby Howard Bamden, who
came back from Echuca for the
occasion.

Brian Fielder, for his great
voluntary work of planning
and painting, and Arthur Scott,
for his quality building, were
thanked, and presentations
made.

Ron Scott, the Board Chair­
man, welcomed the many other
visitors and members and
friends and then introduced
Allan Emmet from the Proper­
ties Corporation, which as­

sisted with a loan. Then the
treasurer Joy Fielder gave a
summary of the finances and
highlighted the very generous
financial support of the con­
gregation. Through a continu­
ing talent drive and many do­
nations only $12,000 was bor­
rowed out of a $60,000 budget.

HaroldTaylororganised the
whole day well and we were
treated to a sumptuous lunch
provided by the ladies trying
out the new kitchen. This was
followed by a musical program.
The service and dedication was
recorded by Lindsay Smith
and made available to those
unable to attend. The much-
needed added facilities adja­
cent to both the hall and the
chapel provide a good venue
for both church and commu­
nity activities.

—Ian Whitelock

Visa Approval Awaited
Right now approval is awaited in Bonn for Nguyen Trung, an experienced pastor.
to come from Germany to Melbourne’s Western Suburbs to plant a Vietnamese
church. Pray that the application will be approved. Gifts are urgently needed for
family travel expenses and ministry support upon arrival.

Department of Mission, Education
and Development

77 Capel Street, West Melbourne 3003
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Letters to the Editor

Open Day

Letters from Tertius
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Directions to El Kanah:
Maroondah Highway

1 km from township on
the road to Buxton

For further information contact:
Mrs Enid Maea
Guest House Manager
(059) 63 3229

El Kanah’s “Mountain Manor”

Letters are limited to
200 words
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The future of El Kanah’s guest house at Marysville is uncertain,
following the appointment of an official manager in August 1992 (for a
period of 12 months). The official manager (Mr Kimberly Smith, FCA)
has invited Christians of Victoria to indicate their support for continu­
ing the guest house operations and the unique ministry it facilitates.

Mr Smith will chair a brief public meeting during which options for the
future guest house ministry and management will be advanced. Closure
is one option which is likely to be opposed during the meeting.

Commercial TV
Standards

To the Editor,
A few days ago my wife read

some extracts from the new
draft codes for commercial TV
to half a dozen adults who had
gathered for lunch. Their jaws
dropped into their coffee.

DIAL FOR
NEW HOPE I
(03) 11610

Inner City Needs
. To the Editor,
■ This is an open letter to your

readers, especially those who
may be considering relocating.

Looking for a place to live
and serve God? Tired of trav­
elling for hours everyday? Why
no t join the crowds moving into
Richmond, Melbourne, Vic, or
places like it?

There are many professional
people moving in. We need

; Christians here to reach out to
them. People on a similar
wavelength. They won't easily
come to the church that they
see as irrelevant. We need peo­
ple who will live out their faith
here, people who ■will reach
out in friendship.

At the other end of the socio­
economic scale there are many
unemployed and other disad­
vantaged groups. They need
to have Christians living in
their midst too.

You won't find many big
i houses with large gardens. No

room for the swimming pool,
the second car (you won't need
it) or the children's swings. You
will find more time on your
hands—time now wasted trav­
elling. Great shops and an end­
less diversity of people and
cultures. Better still—opportu­
nities for ministry both in the
community and the local
church.

The inner city suburbs need
committed Christians. How
about moving further in in­
stead of further out?

—Marjan Beer
(Co-pastor, Richmond, Vic)

Take "G" programs for start­
ers. Parents used to think (un­
til Channel 10 offered "Studs"
for a few months) that they
could leave their children to
watch a "G" program, confi­
dent thatit would contain only
good clean fun, no sexual in­
nuendo, no violent or offen­
sive themes.

But the new TV code draft­
ers think that all sorts of
things—suicide themes, rape
and incest themes, explicit vio­
lence, nudity and coarse lan­
guage may be shown in G-
rated TV programs as long as
they are "necessary to thestory
line" and are handled with
"particular care"!

We only learned of the exist­
ence of these draft codes, pro­
duced by the Federation of
Australian Commercial Televi­
sion Stations (FACTS), two
weeks ago. By the time we
phoned FACTS and received
the codes they posted out, we
had precisely one day to pre­
pare and post back our com­
ments! With some reluctance,
FACTS granted us a one-week
extension of time. There was
no way we can consult with a
wide range of people and pre­
pare a complete response in
seven days.

Many people are unaware
that new laws governing
broadcasting standards come
into effect this month. The Aus­
tralian Broadcasting Tribunal
will be replaced by an Austral­
ian Broadcasting Authority.
Program standards will be re­
placed by codes developed by
the TV industry after consulta­
tion with the public and the
Authority.

Presumably the TV stations
now believe they have con­
sulted the public. Presumably
they will want to persuade the
Broadcasting Authority to ac­
cept their codes.

I hope that Australian par­
ents who are concerned about
the potential influence of tel­
evision on their children, for
good or ill, will contact their
federal senators and MPs im­
mediately to ask them just what
is going on.

—David Phillips
(Chairman

Festival of Light, SA)

The Christian public of Victoria are invited to an open day on

Sunday, 15 November 1992
2.00 pm Open for Inspection
3.00 pm Public Meeting
3.30 pm Afternoon Tea

Forgiveness
To the Editor,

Our friends May and Harry (not their real names!) decided to
end their marriage and to do it in what they called a civilised way.
That was until their respective lawyers "uncivilised" the whole
process by insisting on unrealistic demands from both sides, and
by dragging out "dirty washing" as recriminations continued.

It left May hurt and bitter and Harry unconcerned as he tookup
life again with what May resentfully calls his "floosy". Although
we are friends of both of them still, we think that May got a raw
deal. But even more than that we are worried by what her anger
and bitterness and resentment are doing to her. The once efferves­
cent life of the party has become a sad-faced, woebegone, aging
shadow of her former self, with only one topic of conversation.
"Poor May!" So she is driving away some of the very people who
could mean so much to her.

"I will never forgive him," she keeps saying. My wife, who has
always been close to her, has tried to show her what this attitude
is doing to her. "I don't care," she says, "I just can't forgive him
and I never will."

There's no point in reminding her of the Lord's Prayer °r
suggesting a Christian way of handling her problem. She has
given away the one thing that could really help her at a time n
this, her faith.

I used to have some questions about what Jesus said to
about forgiving until "seventy times seven". I've often wondere
if Jesus really meant unlimited forgiveness, or whether there w
an easier hidden agenda behind his words. But I can see the tru
of it now. I'd sooner forgive a million times that put mys
through the hell that May is going through. r^uS



Mcwmg into a new era with

GREAT OPPORTUNITIES
FOR EQU IPPING FOR

SERVICE
12 MODULES (4 or 5 days teaching)

will be offered at Carlingford during 1993

* Some of Australia’s top communicators
and teachers

* Courses that deal with issues for the
church’s ministry today and tomorrow

~ Biblical Studies
~ Communication of the Faith

~ Pastoral Ministry
~ Christian Education

(See booklet enclosed with this issue of the “Christian” for details)

Courses can be undertaken at Degree (BTh), Diploma,
Certificate or Non Credit level

Meals and accommodation provided if required—$25 per day
For further information contact—

Keith Farmer
Churches of Christ NSW Theological College

PC Box 140, Carlingford, NSW 2118 (02) 630 7533
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Media Review

Videos
Page Two National

The Adelaide-based group Ambassador Tel­
evision has launched a monthly national video
magazine aimed at Christians from all sectors of
the church. The video magazine, Page Two Na­
tional, started out as an in-house project to inform
and encourage members of the Paradise Assem­
blies of God in Adelaide.

The program is designed to be similar in format
to a current affairs TV program. Each month it will
have a regular feature like "700 Club" and "Think

About It", plus an Australian cover story about a person or
ministry. Recent stories have covered a Christian farmer endur­
ing the drought, a special on abortion and John Smith's "God
Squad". The program includes musical clips and political and
social comment as well as comedy. The on-air presenters include
Paul and Debbie Fleming, Paul Newsham, Danny Guglielmucci
and singer Winston Kay.

Keith Skillicom viewed the video sent to The Australian Chris­
tian for review. He comments: "The copy under review focussed
mainly on Jack Sonneman's campaign against pornography as
evidenced in supermarkets and service stations. It was well
presented and gave a very positive challenge to Christians to take
action. Some of the other shorter segments I felt were of slightly
lesser quality though reasonably acceptable."

Page Two National is available via subscription each month on
VHS. The cost is $9.75 per month with a special deal for those who
return their videos for the following month's program.

Details from Page Two National, c/o 2/2A Daws Rd, Ascot

des evacues), the French ecumenical com­
mittee to aid displaced people.

The "evacuees" interned under French
Government law in large concentration
camps were at first Spanish refugees from
the civil war in that country, then German
refugees fromNaziGermany,notonlyJews,
but anyone who opposed the Nazi regime,
and finally Jews transported to France by
the German government. By October 1940
there were around 40,000 internees living in
appalling conditions of squalor in these
camps.

CIMADE had been formed by a Committee of various French
Protestant youth movements—including Boy Scouts, Girl Guides,
the YMCA, YWCA and tire Student Christian Movement. During
this period of suffering it was inconceivable that the youth
movements remain preoccupied with themselves, rather they
would seek to serve the most unfortunate and witness to the love
of Christ among them.

What follows is not a biography, nor a history of the interna­
tional organisations with which Madeleine Barot was associated,
but an account of Madeleine's memories, at the age of 83, of the
challenges confronting Christians and the churches from the
early thirties through to the present day. It is a record of solidarity
with the victims and the marginalised we meet along our way,
and in whom Christ is present; it is a story of men and women
who organised themselves to work for social justice.

At 83, dispensing simple and elegant hospitality in her Paris
flat, Madeleine Barot continues to work for the equality of men
and women in church, family and society and is a leading
member of ACAT (Christian Action for the Abolition of Torture)

10 (426) 17 October 1"ZThe Australian Christian

Withit Church of Christ

These premises
patrolled by

hymn-singing
Bible-carrying

trainee ministers!

Trespassers
sermonised!

Park 5043, or phone toll free (008) 80 2446.

Books
and movements concerned about racism and anti-Semitism. She
is an incisive thinker, always gracious even in old age when vision
and movement are difficult, pastoral, deeply spiritual and with
her Christian faith rooted in a life of Bible study and prayer.

Only 88 pages in length, Madeleine Barot is a must for anyone
concerned about the relationship between Christian faith and
social justice. —Lucy Griffiths

Madeleine Barot
by Madeleine Barot and Andre Jacques (WCC Publications)

Madeleine Barat's life was changed dramatically by the out­
break of the Second World War. The university-educated daugh­
ter of French Protestants, with degrees in history and already a
wde experience of the international ecumenical scene from her
student days, she was working as archivist at the French School
m Rome when Italy entered the war in May 1940. Shortly after
returning to France she became General Secretary of a new
organisation called CIMADE (Comite inter-mouvements aupS

Life on the Road
The Gospel Basis for a Messianic Lifestyle
by Athol Gill (Lancer)

Many were shocked by the sudden death
of Athol Gill earlier this year. His lectures in
the New Testament at Whitley College (Bap­
tist) and with the Evangelical Theological
Association that links Whitley College with
CCTC were appreciated by many students.

This book is an examination of the Gospels t................>r „ „
an understanding of Jesus—who he is, what he taught and^the
implications for those of us who have been called to be his
followers. The book provides a picture of Jesus that is real and
living yet challenges us to live an authentic life of discipleship.

Athol Gill in his introduction describes this book as a chance to
read once again the road maps to the message of Jesus without
being captured by the culture within which we live.



News

Australian young people making a difference

Three good causes a world
apart will benefit from the gen­
erosity of Australian young
people.

The 6,000 attendees at Be­
yond tire Black Stump youth
festival held over the October
long weekend in NSW will con­
tribute towards the rehabilita­
tion of young apartheid vic­
tims in South Africa, the re­
afforestation of Ethiopia and
the needs of young people in
Melbourne facing homeless­
ness and alienation.

Beyond the Black Stump is
held annually over the long
weekend in October, and fea­
tures top Christian bands and
music.

This year Tommy Em­
manuel, Spy vs Spy, Danger
UXB, and Hugh Wilson and
the Blue Phoenix provided
entertainment and a message
from the main stage.

S20,000 was raised on the
Monday during the course of a
worship session. The benefici­

aries are TEAR Australia, Force
Ten and Youth For Christ (Mel-
boume).

TEAR Australia will apply
the funds to the Sawubona!
Youth Trust, a Christian or­
ganisation involved in innova­
tive and effective rehabilitation
among young victims of apart­
heid in South Africa.

Force Ten is also involved in
Africa and the funds raised will
help reafforestation and agri­
cultural rehabilitation in Ethio­
pia.

Melbourne Youth For Christ
will use the funds to provide
counselling services among
young people who are finding
difficulties in relationships with
the objective of preventing
homelessness.

This, the seventh Beyond the
Black Stump festival, featured
a varied program of teaching,
music and the arts. 21 mission­
ary organisations challenged
young people to "make a dif­
ference" atthemissionaryexpo
held concurrently.

Wee Bibles
Queenslanders take advantage of give-away
"I've just begun to give up al­
cohol and I've be been trying to
become a Christian. Please send
me a free Bible and bless it. I'm
looking forward to learning the
way of the Christian faith."

So wrote one of the thou­
sands of Queenslanders who
have responded to the Chris­
tian Television Association
Queensland's free Bible give­
away offer.

Each day, at least a dozen
letters are received by CTAQ
from people asking for Bibles—
meaning hundreds of people
each month are receiving the
life-changing Word of God.

Executive Director of CTAQ,
Greg Gardiner, said he was
surprised at Queenslanders' 

response to the Bible promo­
tion advertisements.

"We ran a similar promotion
last year, but this year the re­
sponse has trebled, indicating
a lot of Queenslanders are
searching for meaning in their
Eves, in the midst of a lot of
economic and social unrest."

He said the advertisement,
run on all of the commercial
networks, refers to the Bible as
being vital to each person, be­
cause it is their "Book of Life".

"As Christians, we often send
Bibles overseas, but forget there
are equally great needs here in
Australia."

The Bible promotional spots
are being supported by the Bi­
ble Society.

Vaimiimta Choir
Annerley thrilled by visit

» The Sarabetu Church Choir

On 4 October, the Annerley,
Qld, church was privileged to
have the Sarabetu (Vanuatu)
Church Choir. After introduc­
tion by our minister, Richard
Pearce, the service was taken
over by the choir and pastors
Bill Buli and Wilson Bebe.

The choir, numbering36, was
supported by its own keyboard,
three electric guitars and a
drum set.

Among the items given was
a deeply moving rendition of
"All that thrills my soul is Je­
sus", presented in different
variations.

Their music was so full of
meaning and joy that those
"present experienced a time of
deep blessing.

Bill Buli conducted the com­
munion service and Wilson
Bebe brought the message. Fur­
ther fellowship with the choir
was enjoyed over lunch in the
hall.

The choir has financed their
own way to Brisbane, and
David Eagling was co­
ordinating their visit, which
included the Queensland Con­
ference.

Fremantle
Church of Christ

Centenary Booklet
68-page history with

photographs
and reminiscences

On sale at anniversary
dinner, 30 October, or
by mail from Secretary

3 Locke Crescent
East Fremantle 6158
Phone (09)339 1286

Cost $8 or two for $15
$10 posted

□
 VIC-TAS DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY CARE

ANNUAL FETE
FUN FOR ALL THE FAMILY
Christian Guest Home and Emmaus
139 Atherton Road, Ookleigh

Saturday, 7 November 1992
9.30 am to 1.30 pm

Morning teas and lunches available,
Paintings, Cakes, Plants, Jams. Pickles. Sweets, Toys. Lucky Dip,
Face Painting lor Children, Helium Balloons. Fairy Floss,
Potatoes in Jackets, Gifts for Sale

Proceeds to assist Christian Guest Home Building Program
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Happenings

Around 3,000 are believed
to have made decisions for
Christ through the largest
of the mission campaigns
staged at the Olympic
Games. This is far more than
expected by organisers of
the 3-week Youth With A
Mission outreach, which
drew nearly 2,500 partici­
pants from over 70 coun­
tries.

The Bishop of South Syd­
ney, John Reid, has been
elected Chairman of the |
Lausanne Committee for
World Evangelism, in suc­
cession to Dr Leighton
Ford, who has held the
post for the past 16years.
Bishop Reid has been Vice
Chairman of LCWE for 5
years and Chairman of its
Theological Working
Groupforthepast7years.

"The Current State of Disci­
ples Mission and Ministry"
is the focus of the second
churchwide satellite
televent among the Chris­
tian Church (Disciples of
Christ) in the USA on 1
November. The program
format will consist of a panel
discussion led by General
Minister and President C.
William Nichols and Mod­
erator Marilyn Moffett.

The 4th World Congress
on Sports Ministry will be
held in Atlanta, Georgia,
31 October-7 November.
12 SLM people from Aus­
tralia will be attending
with Dr Mark Tronson
being one of the speak­
ers.

Triple Seven Communica­
tions in Melbourne is hold­
ing a special night of prayer
on 23 October (8 pm to
midnight) at the Blackbum
Baptist Church (cnr
Springfield and Middle-bor­
ough Roads, Blackburn
North). They have recently
purchased transmission
equipment from the ABC
on tender, are preparing
for a test broadcast in March
1993 and applying to the
Federal Government for a
"Special Interest" FM Radio
Licence nextyear. Over 200
volunteers are needed for
the next test broadcast.
Application forms and other
related material are avail­
able from PO Box 117, Glen

Waverley 3150. Phone (03)
560 1700.

More than 80% of cou­
ples attending Pre-Mar-
riage Education Programs
reported learning new
skills in their relationship
according to a national
research study. Skills iden­
tified included listening,
sharing feelings, clarify­
ing issues, dealing with
anger and conflict and
improved communica­
tion. The study involved
1,700 people marrying for
the first time who at­
tended the programs
throughout Australia be­
tween January and March
this year. 42% of couples
reported that their ideas
about marriage had
changed as a result of the
program. 5% reported
that they had either can­
celled or postponed their
wedding after attending
a program because it
highlighted their incom­
patibility for marriage.

In Melbourne the Churches
of Christ Cycling Club is
holding an all-day ride on 3
November (Melbourne
Cup Day). The starting
point will be the Fitzroy
Gardens at 10 am. Contact
Gordon Smith on (03) 802
3249 for details.

In the Roman Catholics'
social Justice statement
recently released "Com­
mon Wealth for the Com­
mon Good" the following
wealth pie is quoted: the
most wealthy 1%of adults
hold about 25% of pri­
vate wealth, the top 5%
hold about 50% and the
top 10% hold more than
60%.

| ln!991-92Australia'sfarm-
ers' incomes fell to the low­
est level recorded. The
number of rural properties
up for sale rose by over
33% last year, while prices
tumbled. 50-70% of our
farmers are technically
bankrupt. In 1980-90 Aus­
tralia's total rural debt in­
creased from S3.7 billion to
S11.7 billion.

The United Church of
Canada at its 34th Gen­
eral Council installed Stan
MacKay as moderator, the 

church's top elected posi­
tion. MacKay, a Cree In­
dian, is the first Native
person to be elected mod­
erator of the UCC.

Anglican parishes in Auck­
land and Wanganui, New
Zealand, have been hitover
the past few weeks by a
series of fires. St Lukes in
Wanganui has now twice
fallen victim to vandals and
firebugs, while St Thomas
in Kohimarama has suffered
a string of vandal attacks. St
Peters in Gonville has had
its hall burned down. An­
other suspicious fire de­
stroyed the 97 year-old Sa-

I cred Heart Catholic Church
in Hastings at the begin­
ning of September.

At the Olympic Games the
I United Bible Societies, the
i International Bible Soci-
i ety and Scripture Gift Mis-
| sion combined efforts to

produce and distribute
; nearly 60 tonnes of Scrip-
i tures, of which 30,000
i were New Testaments in
I 12 different languages.
I Many were special souve-
’ nir editions presented to
j the competitors, coaches,
' officials and judges. A 32-

page booklet containing
Scriptures with a sporting
theme and testimonies of
Christian athletes, called
"Winning for Life", was in
great demand. 500,000
copies in 13 languages
were printed for the Ol­
ympics and the Par­
alympics. The60 evangeli­
cal churches in Barcelona,
total membership 11,000,
were involved in door-to-
door visitation, covering
over 90% of the city
(600,000 homes).

Nearly two-thirds of Ameri­
can adults say that televi­
sion has a negative effect 1
on the family. More believe
that TV is a bad influence

, on children. Many believe
I that the quality of televi-
I sion programming has
i gone downhill in the last
I year and more than half say
! that they are more fre-
i quently offended by the TV
• programs now than a year
, ago. 71 % of Americans say

that objectionable pro­
gramming content influ-

I ences them to watch less
television. These findings 
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are from the Family Chan­
nel's latest annual Gallop
survey.

AstatementonChristian-
Jewish dialogue, which
condemns Christian evan-
gelism of Jews, was
adopted in late August by
the central committee of
the World Council of
Churches. The WCC docu­
ment condemns "anti-
Semitism in all forms" and
encourages churches to
oppose the "emerging
anti-Semitism" of Eastern
Europe and to work with
the Jews to safeguard re­
ligious liberty in all socie­
ties. The statement af­
firms that the Jewish cov­
enant with God contin­
ues, and declares that re­
ligious "proselytism is in­
compatible with the Chris­
tian faith" and that
"claims of faith" should
not be "used as weapons
against anyone".

A New Zealand Army major
injured by an exploding
landmine in July while on
United Nations peace-keep­
ing duties in Croatia says
Christians should pray that
the political leaders involved
will see sense. Major John
Bryant, who suffered seri­
ous foot injuries in the mine
blast, says prayer is the main
thing Christians can do to­
ward resolving the Yugo­
slavian conflict.

Three cyclists, raising
awareness and $100,000
for Lifeline, completed
their journey from Perth
to Sydney on 6 Septem­
ber. Having only five punc­
tures the whole trip, Colin
Clayton, Ian Robinson and
David McGregor rode
4,653 km in five weeks.
Stuart Storrar of Wesley
Mission commented that
there had been many ef­
forts to raisefundsfor Life­
line, but this was the first
time anyone had ridden
across Australia. Plans are
already underway for an­
other event nextyear, in­
cluding people riding ex­
ercise bikes.

The number of Christians
in Korea has doubled in just
6 years from 6.1 million to
more than 12.5 million.
These statistics appear in 

the 1992 Yearbook of the
Korean Christian Church
At the close of 1985 the
yearbook reports, Christians
numbered 6,098,639 in
25,050 churches. By the
end of 1991 these figures
had jumped to 12,571,062
believers in 37,190
churches. Over the last 35
years, the Korean church
has split into numerous
denominations. The repre­
sentatives of 38 Korean Pres­
byterian denominations, at
the initiative of the Hap
Dong denomination, met
on 29 August to explore
rapprochement.

The Argentine Bible Soci­
ety has negotiated with
four bus lines to print Bi­
ble verses on the back of
bus tickets, thus reaching
2 million every day with a
verse of Scripture. Differ­
ent Bible verses will be
used for each of the dif­
ferent bus lines.

The Central Gaol in
Ouagadougou, Burkina
Faso, Africa, is seeing hun­
dreds of prisoners become
Christians as they read the
Bible. When a person is
committed to gaol he is
first confined to his cell and
not allowed out. The chap­
lain makes sure he receives
a New Testament or Bible.
By the time they are free to
leave their cells for exercise
periods and to mix with
other prisoners, many have
become Christians. At least
500 have accepted Christ
in this way.

On 21 September uniden­
tified gunmen barged into
the announcer's booth of
DXAS Zamboanga (a Far
East Broadcasting Com­
pany regional radio stu­
dio inthe Philippines) and
killed the broadcaster, a
guest listener and the
technician on duty. The
broadcaster, Pastor Greg
Hapalla, hostofthepopu-
lar Tausug program
"Pamahon-pahon sin
Mahapon", was a non-
FEBC broadcaster con­
nected with the Christian
and Missionary Alliance
Church. Angry Muslims
had threatened to kill him
if he did not stop preacn-
ing Jesus over his rad

program.
_____________________■*“

17 October 1992



Testimony

off ILnife
anndl WMlh

Celia Jelbart

o Andrew and Celia Jelbart with their son David at his
dedication service conducted by the interim minister at
Werribee, Graeme Batley, on 19 July

/f/fT I have some bad news.
I'm sorry, lass. The

—- babyisnolongerwith
us."

This was how our obstetri­
cian informed us that our un­
born baby was dead. How
privileged we were to be able
to turn to God in our shock,
grief, numbness...

The news came as a shock, at
a routine forty-week checkup.
The pregnancy had gone well
and we had felt movement the
night before, thinking that the
quietness on the way to the
obstetrician was the start of la­
bour.

Looking back I am amazed
that we accepted the news so
calmly. Andrew and I em­
braced each other and immedi­
ately turned to God in prayer.
(Although many people say
that it is often easiest to turn to
God through prayer in times of
trouble, I am "interested", "in­
trigued" by the fact that we did
so publicly, in front of the ob­
stetrician, and so quickly be­
fore discussing how we felt.
The obstetrician discreetly left
the room.

Fortunately we were able to
immediately continue on to the
hospital for the commencement
of an induced labour. We
phoned our family and a Iso our
church prayer chain, to ask for
a safe labour. We felt God's
presence with us, and the
prayerful support of many peo­
ple.

At the end of a thankfully
short and uncomplicated la­
bour Charles was bom, at least
his body was. Bo th Andrew and
I had had very little contact
with death. We were glad to
have met Charles' beautiful
body but it was so evident to us
that he was no longer there.

During the small hours of
the morning after Charles'
death/birth Andrew spent sev­
eral hours quietly talking and
pouring out emotions to Roger
Risson, our minister in 1991,
and to God. The amazing thing
that he discovered during that
time was that God was capa­
ble, and in fact did feel, greater
remorse than we could over
Charles' death.

Why should we despair
when our loving God under­

stands suffering so much more
than we can?

On the evening of the day
following the birth we met with
Roger to discuss having a
thanksgiving service, a thanks­
giving for Charles' life. God
used the service as a witness,
both to his own people and also
to those who did not know him
as it caused them to reflect on
the meaning of life.

God was very much in con­
trol, not us. He was using
Charles' life and death for his
Kingdom. We pray that he will
continue to do so.

So, what did we learn? We
learnt that our son's life was a
gift from God for the time that
he was with us. Where is he
now? In Heaven. Charles had
been dedicated to God and
God's service each day as I
prayed over my expanding
abdomen.

We also learnt how many
people cared. We were flooded
with cards containing expres­
sions of care, love and concern.
From many people we received
caring, quiet, listening support.
I think we both found that peo­
ple sitting and listening to us, 

and accepting how we were
feeling without spouting plati­
tudes, helped us the most. As
well, we appreciated the em­
pathic support of those people
who told us that they did not
know what to say. Hugs can
say more than words.

No medical reason was
found for Charles' death. From
a spiritual viewpoint we real­
ised we would never, in this
life, gain an answer to the ques­
tion "Why?" We trusted in our
history with God, knowing him
as loving, and aware that his
love was acting in our lives,
even if we could not under­

stand the reasons for our loss.
We leamt that each life, each

child, is a special gift from God,
to be accepted as such, and ac­
cepted for as long as the gift is
with us.

We were blessed by becom­
ing pregnant again within three
months. Then I found it hard to
trust God. I could not assume
that a living child would be the
result. Yet I showed my trust
by being able to tell God that I
found it hard to trust him. God
worked through a series of Bi­
ble studies to get me to rest in
him no matter what. His lesson
was to allow him to be God, to
trust him to allow in our lives
what is best for us. That could
include an outcome from the
pregnancy that we definitely
would not want, but if it served
his Kingdom—so be it.

God has blessed us with a
lovely second son, bom 25 May
this year, less than a year after
Charles' death and birth. Each
day of David's life we accept as
a gift from God. We pray for
many years of life with him,
but acknowledge that the
length of our lives is in God's
hands. We know that had
Charles lived, David would al­
most certainly not have been
conceived.

Somehow in God's wonder­
ful way of life and love, he has
taken our firstborn son to be 1
with him, and helped to keep
our minds more firmly directed
towards him. He has also given
us another son, whose life he
must have a reason for, and
whom we love dearly and dedi­
cate to him. We pray that David .
will meet Jesus as his Saviour,
and become a faithful servant
of God.

r Visiting Canberra?
Stay with a Church Family

A number of Canberra church families offer
accommodation in their homes at basic bed and

breakfast rates to help raise funds for
“Home Mission” extensions in the ACT

D
0
D
0
0

If you would like to enjoy friendly “one of the family”
hospitality in Canberra write for particulars to:

Lyn Swift
34 Yiman Street,
Waramanga 2611
Phone (062) 88 2050 

Barbara Kennedy
6 Sharp Place,
Melba 2615
Phone (062) 581360

Advance bookings appreciated

0
0
0
0
I]
a
a
a
a
a
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Growing Spiritually

You now have
a choice when
it comes to
insurance

FOR NON-DRINKERS ONLY
VIC (03)650 9711 .
qld (07)221 8449 car’ home, church and nsw (02)683 4166
wa (09)321 6291 commercial insurance SA (08)232 1272

ANSVAR AUSTRALIA INSURANCE LIMITED ACN 007 216 506 (°3,65°9711

Rev Dr Gordon Moyes.
Superintendent ofWesley

Mission. Sydney

AWARE
INSURANCE FOR CHURCH PEOPLE

O
ne night recently I
found myself unable to
sleep because of influ- '

ences in the life of the church
over which I personally seemed
to have little control. Then I
remembered it is God's church,
not mine, and I had no right to
tell him how to run it. So I set- ,
tied down to some reminiscing
in my mind as to what the ’
church has meant to me over a ]
span of 70 years membership.

In my early discipleship I
soon learned die simple lesson '
of trusting in the Lord, although
I know I often reneged on that

i one. As we grow in the knowl­
edge of Jesus Christ our Sav- :

Re] II iniscences
on the Church

L.W. Marshman
iour we learn that if we worry
we do not trust and if we trust
we do not worry. And here I
was worrying.

Then it came to me that my
Christian experience within the
church has been a most uplifting
spiritual one, and when I realise
that that is what it was meant to
be, i t makes me aim to make it the

experience too of all those ■with
whom I have relationships.

Many times in life the minis­
try and fellowship of the church
becomes for us a haven from
the distractions of society, from
the seeming let-downs and in­
deed our failures. Most of us, I
guess, have had dreams, some
realised, some temporarily

GRACEVALE offers a
Christian, residential
community
comprising five two
bedroom units and
one three bedroom
unit available for
purchase on separate
titles. Close to shops
and transport

MRFaNSDOROUQH
For more information ring
Church office (03) 435 8797
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postponed and some no doubt
some beyond realisation. But
even to have dreams means we
are constantly living in expec­
tation, and there is nothing
wrong with that provided we
continually remember that
whatever our concerns we can
still live in expectation of the
day when all things in this
world will be subject to the
Lordship of Christ.

Back to my reminiscences. I
lived again the glorious times I
have spent in Christ's church—
the friendly handshakes of
brethren and sisters of like
mind, the spiritual uplift of
services tuned to the Spirit of
God and the remembrance of
Calvary around the Lord's ta­
ble led by brethren who re­
minded me and others that it
was for sinners like me that
Christ died. I have a lot to be
thankful for. So I said, "Thank
you God," and went off to sleep.

• L.W. Marshman is a long­
time elder, a retired lay minister
and now a member of the Victor
Harbor, SA, church.

BICHENO, TASMANIA
Seaview Camp

Units for hire
Powered sites

Group camping
Tennis court

An area of great
scenic attraction

Manager:
Phone (003) 75 1247

Vic-Tas Department of
Mission, Education and

Development

Church of Christ
Northcote

89th Anniversary
25 October 1992

10.30 am Preacher: G. Warren
(Conf. Pres.)

12.15 pm Lunch
2.15 pm Guest: Fay

Christensen
(Missionary on
Furlough)
Soloist: Beryl Klllmier

Contact Pat Gluyas
(03) 470 4846

17 October l"2



No Food

fr\OF°B

p/Cod0

Nani0
address

NAME

GROUP

ADDRESS

AF/RICA (Aid For Famine Relief in Crisis Africa) is
a joint project between the Ormond Church of Christ.
and SIMAID. 5 Court Street. Box Hill 3128. All
donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.

Mail to:
Ormond Church of Christ
P.O. Box 248, Carnegie Vic. 3163
Tel: (03) 578 2627 or (02) 524 4487

fsrttoort^5

Dat0
Signed

No Crops ...
No people!
As the world focuses on the crisis in Somalia,
the need of the people in Southern Sudan continues.
They too are without food, without crops and in some cases,
without clothes ... but you can do something positive to help.
Just $3 will buy a person a meal a day for a month!
Buy a single ticket, sell a book of 10, or your group could sell
a complete book pack (of 3). Any way you choose,
your money will buy meal tickets for people
in need of food in Africa.
Complete your details below, and send
for AF ’RICA meal tickets today!

 P/CODE

 I enclose $ for Meal Ticket/s (specify number).

 I require Meal Books (specify number).

"fW * |!1IA|D (S1^Jchrul'

0°"°"

you

SIMAID
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Classifieds Crossword

IN MEMORIAM

LAUNDER Mai, in glory now along
with Graham. Our never-ending
love—from Mum, Dad, Joy and
your many friends of old.

BOARD WANTED

CHRISTIAN GIRL studying music
at the University of Melbourne re­
quires board for 1993. Use of piano
essential. Phone Dominique (03)
349 9651.

SHARED ACCOMMODATION

NORTHCOTE Person to share two-
bedroom house, Northcote, $70
per week plus expenses. Bond re­
quired. Non-smoker. Close to trans­
port and shops. Phone Wendy (03)
481 4365 and leave message.

WANTED

VITAL BOOKS The following titles
are required to complete a set of all
books published by Vital Publica­
tions—Come Bless the Lord (Vol­
ume 1 1979); Group Life—The Way
Ahead by Helen Chapman; Grow­
ing in the 80s; Within the Veil (3-
volume set—second and third se­
ries both sought). If anyone is will­
ing to part with a copy of any of
these books contact Chris Ambrose
on (03) 379 1219.

MASTER PLUMBER

P.L & P.H. JOHNSON for all your
plumbing, tiling and gasfitting
needs. Free quotes. (08) 276 7420.
Lie. No. 36745.

ELECTRICIAN

ALL ELECTRICAL SERVICES includ­
ing industrial, commercial and do­
mestic. Installation, maintenance

and repairs. Safety switches, smoke
detectors, lighting and security sys­
tems. All work guaranteed. Free
quotes. 24-hour service to all sub­
urbs. Call Phil Clayden on 018 368
801 or (03) 315 2684. REC 4460.

BUILDERS

PHILIP KEILAR Fully qualified car­
penters joiner. Carports, deckings
and pergolas, home maintenance
and repairs, homealterations, stair­
case, handrail specialist. For free
quotes please ring (03) 729 6415
or (03) 761 4190.
IAN & L.A. MCDONALD Carpen­
ters and builders. Renovations, new
houses, units or alterations. All jobs
large and small. For free quotes
please ring (03) 557 1257. 41
Somers St, Bentleigh.___________

HOLIDAYS

GRAMPIANS SUNRISE HOLIDAY
UNITS Modern FSC 2-BR units at
Pomonal. Superb views, peaceful
farm setting. Bertram family resi­
dentowners. Phone (053) 56 6300.
HOUSEBOAT "White Heron" 8-
berth. Moored at Blanchetown, SA.
Phone (08) 365 1153 or (085) 40
5100 or write 7 Gameau Rd, Para­
dise 5075.
POINT LONSDALE Holiday house.
Excellent position, close to front and
back beaches. 3 bedrooms. Modern­
ised. $200 p.w., $250 school holidays
(notChristmas-January). C.R. Brough
(03)808 2815.
QUEENSLAND GOLD COAST Ab­
solute waterfront unit Runaway Bay
Broadwater. Peaceful area. Delight­
ful views. Very reasonable rates.
Enquiries: Len Brooks, 118
Wilgarning Street, Stafford Heights
4053. Telephone (07)359 7227.

FOR A NEW HOLDEN
SEE MURRAY ECKERT

OVER 21 YEARS EXPERIENCE
as a master sales consultant.
Competitive Prices
in a Competitive market.
Guaranteeing Integrity, Service
and Sound Advice.
Member of Blackwood
Church of Christ.
CALL IN OR PHONE MURRAY ON (08) 272 1600
FOR YOUR NEW OR QUALITY USED CAR

Claridge Holden
363 Unley Road, Malvern
Phone (08) 272 1600 A.H (08) 278 4515

DownAcross

1. Grandson of Guni
(1 Chronicles 5:15)

3. Christian hope
(Hebrews 6:19)

5. Part of the description of the
Promised Land

7. Good king (1 Kings 15)
10. Clan of the tribe of

Benjamin (Numbers 26:38)
13. Jesus used his — to heal the

man with leprosy
(Mark 1:41)

14. A------ will become
pregnant (Matthew 1:23)

15. Traumatic event of Jewish
history

18. KJV word used to describe
listening

20. A bird that didn't come back
(Genesis 8)

23. Personal pronoun
25. After six days of creation

God —ed
26. A name for God
27. First murderer
28. The prophets were in — of

God
29. Hymns of Israel

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship otters friendship
through correspondence with

other txrm-again Christian
singles and single-again

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

sell-addressed envelope
to:

CSF, P0 Box 411,
Mayfield 2304

2. Ancestor of Uthai
(1 Chronicles 9:4)

4. A bruised —- he will not
break (Isaiah 42:3)

6. A place of weeping
Ueremiah 31:15)

8. Moses' face was said to-----
when he came down from
talking with God

9. His wife was beautiful and
intelligent, but he was mean
(1 Samuel 25)

11. It------ on the just and the
unjust (Matthew 5:5)

12. Simon the Sorcerer
performed this (Acts 8)

16. Who sowed weeds among
the wheat? (Matthew 13:25)

17. Language of the Old
Testament

19. The shepherd knows them
(John 10)

21. To whom has the — of the
Lord been revealed?
Oohn 12:38)

22. It appeared in the East
24. Fish

September Solution
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Curkpatrick

Mfislknimg On© JKnnngcdlonHn ®ff G®dl
n

t never occurs con­
sciously—but keeps sur­
facing in pastoral con­

texts—that is, the propensity
for Christians to slide into as­
suming we somehow earn
grace, to retrospectively "pay
our way" through cautious pru­
dence or never putting a foot
wrong. The parable known as
"TheUnjustSteward" forestalls
this propensity. It is about a
man who faces the possibility
of losing his job for bad man­
agement. He doesn't want to
do manual work or beg for a
living, so he cunningly legiti­
mises large reductions in the
debts owed to his employer.
This, he anticipates, will en­
sure "friends" and a viable fu­
ture once he loses his job. He
gambles his entire future on
this one action. The parable has
distinct overtones of dishon­
esty. The niggling question is
this—how can an apparently
dishonest man commend any
quality for Christian disciple­
ship? Why does a parable dem­
onstrating decision and risk
create ambiguity for tire listener
with its example of roguish
deceit? Like so many of Jesus'
parables, this parable works to
create dissonance—a burlesque
rather than re-assurance of
normal" expectations and be­

haviour.
The central focus of the par­

able is not the steward's rogu­
ish behaviour, but his decisive­
ness and willingness to risk.
He is not paralysed by the fu­
ture but does something to
change it. It is his shrewd deci­
siveness and willingness to risk
in the face of crisis that wins the
approval of his astonished em-
P oyer. Less ambiguous, more
P’ous examples could have
been used to demonstrate these
qualities than a dishonest 

rogue* But the implications for
us that a rogue is used in the
parable as an example of deci­
sion and risk is that our spir­
itual wholeness doesn't ulti­
mately depend on cautious
moralistic prudence—never
putting a foot wrong—but on
nothing other than a willing­
ness to risk a decisive response
to the Kingdom's presence,
which impinges as crisis in our
lives.

The parable of the unjust
steward is commending a will­
ingness to risk—and not be
paralysed by fear—for the life
of the Kingdom belongs to
those who risk. In fact, life with­
out risk is not living but only
existing. Life without risk is life
without love, joy, wholeness
and hope. Love is risk—the risk
of vulnerability, even rejection.
Joy is risk—the risk that others
won't share our expressions or
reasons for joy. Wholeness is a
risk—the risk of changing and
growing within ourselves.
Hope is risk—the risk that hav­
ing invested our lives in a par­
ticular hope, we may be disap­
pointed. Neverrisking, and the
fear of putting a foot wrong,
does not belong to the world of
the Kingdom. Faith, decision
and creative risk, not cautious
prudence, is the name of the
game in the Kingdom. It is in
the realm of risk and possible
failure we experience God and
the grace of God.

In a letter of advice to friend
and reformer Philip Melanch-
thon, Luther advised him to
"sin boldly" in the face of a
difficult decision. What did he
mean? If one is going to make a
mistake—and we all will—at
least make a courageous one;
we might learn something from
it. Is this a version of "sin that
grace may increase?" Not at all.

The Kingdom of God solicits
from us a lifestyle of risk—the
risks of loving our enemy, turn­
ing the other cheek, forgiving
the unforgivable, going the
third kilometre, giving when it
seems madness to do so, living
in solidarity with the vulner­
able, losing our life to find it. It
is only in the context of grace,
not the theological nemesis of
"grace by virtue", that we can
afford to risk such an "unnerv­
ing" lifestyle. This parable is a
metaphor of such risk in the
face of crisis—the crisis of God
impinging on our lives with
the imperative to embrace de­
cisively a radically different
perception of life from our trun­
cated grasp of reality.

The parable suspends con­
ventional perceptions of cau­
tious prudence by showing us
shrewd decisiveness and the
willingness to risk—not in a
highly esteemed example of
virtuous prudence, but in a dis­
honest rogue. And indeed, im­
pulsive response to the King­
dom of God is always an
enigma, perhaps even "im­
moral" to normal human val­
ues and behaviour, as indeed
the parable itself is an enigma 

of motivation and appropriate
behaviour© Thankfully the
parable forestalls any percep­
tion that grace can be earned—
either prospectively or retro­
spectively—by never making a
mistake, never putting a foot
wrong. It also forestalls anxi­
ety that God will "exact a pound
of flesh" if we sometimes get it
wrong in Christian disciple­
ship. Decisive, risk-taking re­
sponse to the Kingdom's pres­
ence—a response which has no
intrinsic redemptive value—as
in the parable, is the only ap­
propriate response to living in
the grace of the Kingdom.

—Stephen Curkpatrick
*1 am aware of Derretfs the­

sis that the "unjust" steward is
in fact taking off the unjust in­
terest incorporated into the to­
tal accounts owing. This would
make his actions "just", but not
for al truistic reasons. He is "un­
just" in as much as he partici­
pates in his employer's injus­
tice until it was convenient for
him to change practice. There­
fore within Derretfs thesis he
is still a rogue.

+Luke suggests no less than
three subsequent interpreta­
tions to the parable.

SWANSTON STREET
CHURCH OF CHRIST

Melbourne

Scnr Swanston &
e Lonsdale Streets)

a.m. Worship & Communion
Services
Gospel Celebration

Wednesday
1.15-1.45 p.m. Lunchtime Service

For further enquiries, please ring (03) 663 3884
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A Church ABC

M
elbourne's Indone­
sian Church of Christ
started a decade ago

when a few families met in the
home of Handra Ismkandar.
Within a few years the fellow­
ship had grown and they be­
gan meeting in a hall at the
Chadstone Uniting Church.
Later Handra was joined by

Indonesia were invited to help
with revival and to challenge
the membership in their spir­
ituality.

The church now has 110 at­
tending the Sunday service,
meeting in the Malvern Church
of Christ, on the corner of
Dandenong and Alma Roads,
at 10.45 am. Eighty to ninety 

task. The warmth of the fellow­
ship and the charismatic wor­
ship attracts young Indonesians
from all over Melbourne, who
come from many different de­
nominational backgrounds,
and who are encouraged to re­
turn to their own church when
they go back to Indonesia.

The young people are well 

vited to minister to the church
while he was studying. Harry
completes his studies at Ridley
at the end of the year and is
returning to Indonesia.

Agus Budiman studied me­
chanical engineering in Ger­
many, where he met his Indo­
nesian wife Lilian, a doctor.
After their marriage Agus be-

Focus on the
Indonesian Praise Centre

other leaders, including Agus
Budiman, who had a vision to
minister to the large number of
Indonesian students in Mel­
bourne. Two evangelists from

L. C. F. Higgins
Chartered

Accountant
7 The Parade

Norwood SA 5067
Phones (08) 362 1665

& (08) 362 8619

• Accountancy Services
• Business Management

• Financial Planning
• Taxation Returns

per cent of the membership are
Indonesian students, ranging
in age from 14 to 25, in fact
there are only half a dozen fami­
lies in the church. The services
are in Indonesian, but other
speakers are invited once a
month who preach in English.
The name, Indonesian Praise
Centre, reflects the worship
style of the church and its aim—
to attract young people.

There are six youth leaders
in the youth team ministry.

The church is very much
aimed at Indonesian students
studying overseas. There are
500 Indonesian students in
Melbourne and i t is the church's
vision to reach out to them and
witness to them. This means
that more youth leaders will
have to be equipped for this 

The
Churches of Christ
Theological College

invites you to the annual

GRADUATION & ORDINATION
SERVICES

to be held at 7.30 pm on
Friday, 13 November 1992

BLACKMAN HALL
Hawthorn Institute of Education

442 Auburn Road, Hawthorn

Come and share the excitement
of this happy occasion

There are two carparks, which are entered
off Woodburn Road

An offering to help defray
expenses will be taken

catered for at weekends. On
Fridays there is a time of praise
and worship, practising for the
Sunday service. Music is a very
important part of the worship,
and those with talent are en­
couraged to contribute the use
of their gifts. On Saturday there
is youth Bible study and the
members enjoy dinner to­
gether. On Sundays there is the
service.

The leadership team of the
Indonesian Praise Centre in­
cludes Hariono Margono, Agus
Budiman, Minjaya Tani and
Johni Hanafi.

Hari Margono is the senior
minister. Before coming to Aus­
tralia Hari was a minister in
Indonesia for ten years, and was
a lecturer at SAM Bible Col­
lege. He later obtained a schol­
arship to study at Ridley Col­
lege in Melbourne and was in- 

came a Christian, but on return
to Indonesia he lost his job be­
cause he preached the gospel.
He had a desire to return to
Europe to serve students, many
of whom he knew were very
lonely, but his wife persuaded
him to go to Australia, and af­
ter much prayer he received
permission tosettlein this coun­
try in less than a year, in 1987.
He and Jando Jaya (who has
since gone to Sydney) helped
in the leadership of the church
in Melbourne. Agus and Lilian
have two children, one born in
Indonesia and onein Australia,
but both Aussies.

Earlier this year the Indone­
sian church affiliated with the
Vic-Tas Conference of
Churches of Christ. The church
is expanding and consideration
is being given to increasing the
ministry team.

Agus Budiman (left) at his induction service, attended by
200, on 6 September. The sermon was preached by Don
Smith (right) of the Vic-Tas Department of Mission,
Education and Development, and Ian Allsop, National and
Vic-Tas Conference Secretary, formally inducted Agus to
the ministry
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C
onsiderable commotion
has recently been gen­
erated in the Australian

media centred on some rather
esoteric and unverifiable claims
about the Dead Sea Scrolls
(DSS).

The DSS were first discov­
ered in 1947 by a Bedouin shep­
herd boy while looking for a
stray goat in the wilderness
around a place called Qumran,
near the north-west comer of
the Dead Sea. The widely held
consensus of those who have
made a careful study of these
ancient documents is that they
represent the writings of a Jew­
ish sect that had broken away
from the Temple-dominated
community in Jerusalem dur­
ing the centuries before the
birth of Jesus. Their writings
are very critical of mainline in­
stitutional Judaism and testify
to the efforts of the so-called
"Qumran communities" to be
the authentic expression of
Judaism.

Some of the scrolls discov­
ered in the 1940s contain texts
of certain Old Testament books,
which are older by a thousand
years than any previously
known. Little wonder scholars,
bothjewishand Christian,have
been prepared to give their lives
to the preservation, translation
and interpretation of these an­
cient documents. The scrolls
have yielded invaluable infor­
mation and insights for the
study of the world of the Chris­
tian Scriptures. Why then all
the fuss?

The Age (Melbourne) recently
ran an article by Oliver Gillie
from The Independent (London)
claiming, amongst other things,
that a recently published frag­
ment from the DSS proves that
Jesus may not have been the
first and unique Son of God!
Gillie naively suggests that the
basis of the Christian confes­
sion of Jesus as the Son of God
could be undermined by the
discovery that other people had
been referred to by the same
title as Jesus. What utter non­
sense! The term "Son of God"
had been used by the Israelites
for centuries to refer to their
kings (Psalm 2, 2 Kings 7), to
their nation as a whole (Exodus
4:22ff, Hosea 11:1, Isaiah 63:16)

Comment

DeaaH Sea SaroUHs,
TBae®Il®giaims amdl

J®wunmaillnstts
Greg Elsdon

and to other individuals (Hosea
1:10). There is also consider­
able evidence in Jewish litera­
ture outside the Old Testament
to indicate that this term was
commonly used to refer to peo­
ple and groups of people shar­
ing a particular relationship
with God. So why all the fuss
about finding such a reference
in the DSS?

Implicit in the article is the
suggestion that churchauthori­
ties have been guilty of sup­
pressing this information lest it
undermine the faith (not to
mention the financial support)
of the Christian church. More
nonsense! As Brendan Byrne
pointed out in his reply pub­
lished by The Age the very next
day this text has been published
and has been the subject of very
wide discussion for two dec­
ades!

Barbara Thiering is the name
that springs to mind when most
Australians hear the words
"Dead Sea Scrolls". It is impor­
tant to be aware that Thiering's
proposals for both the dating
and interpretation of the DSS
are considered by the vast ma­
jority of "Scroll Scholars" to be
at best "highly improbable". As
for her application of the Pesher
method (or her interpretation
of the Pesher method) of inter­
pretation to the Gospels of the
New Testament—well, where 

do we start? Her methodology
is idiosyncratic and her pro­
posals both fanciful and irre­
sponsible. It may justifiably be
compared with attempting to
interpret a legal document by
employing the interpretive
tools appropriate for decipher­
ing of a cryptic crossword.

The media is quick to seize
"controversial snippets" of her
work and sensationalise them.
An announcement that a "theo­
logian" believes an ancient
document identifies John the
Baptist as "The Teacher of
Righteousness" and Jesus as
"The Evil Priest" is always go­
ing to grab attention. Let's not
forget that the overwhelming
majority of "Scroll Scholars"
categorically reject Thiering's
proposals. But even if she is
correct in her claim that Jesus is
referred to in the DSS as "The
Evil Priest" she is not telling us
anything that need disturb our
faith in Jesus as Lord and Son
of God. People have been call­
ing Jesus names ever since he
first started to proclaim the
Kingdom of God. So what if the
DSS refer to Jesus as The Evil
Priest? Why get upset? This is
nothing new. What about Mat­
thew 9:34 where Jesus is called
"the ruler of the demons"? Or
Matthew 10:25 and 12:22-32
where Jesus is referred to a
"Beelzebub, the prince of de­
mons"?

Barry McMurtrie reminded
us recently ("AC" 5 Septem­
ber) thatweshouldnotbeover- 

A Dead Sea Sroll
—Daniel Changer

awed by theologians. And he is
right. But neither should we be
ignorant of or unnecessarily
suspicious of the research and
study of biblical scholars and
theologians who serve the
church in its quest to discover
what it means to be, with integ­
rity, a community of people
faithful to the Lordship and
message of Jesus Christ.

Let me add one further note
of caution: "Beware of the jour­
nalists who go about in sheep's
clothing seeking whom they
may devour." Unfortunately
the media is motivated all too
often by the basic desire to in­
crease ratings of sales. Misquot­
ing experts, peddling misinfor­
mation and conjuring up con­
spiracy theories are proven
methods of selling papers and
"upping the ratings".

Much of the hullabaloo is the
result of some idiosyncratic in­
terpretations of esoteric
academia being cross-bred with
irresponsible and opportunis­
tic journalism. God save us
from such further interbreed­
ing!

We must never lose sight of
the fact that being Christian is
about trusting in Jesus as God's
unique self-revelation. Our
faith is not based on what ex­
perts have said about God or
Jesus down through the ages
(not even on the opinion of the
experts we happen to agree
with!) Our faith is in what God
says to us in the story of Jesus'
life, death and resurrection.
Christian faith is not primarily
about doctrines and theolo- ;
gies—it's about a way of life.

Perhaps the last word should
go to a theologian (a German
one at that!) Gunther Born-
kamm writes: "Certainly faith
cannot and should not be de­
pendent on the change and
uncertainty of historical re­
search. To expect this of it
would be presumptuous and
foolish. But no-one should de­
spise the help of historical re­
search to illuminate the truth
with which each of us should .
be concerned."

• Greg Elsdon is lecturer in New |
Testament Studies and Princi­
pal-Elect of CCTC, Mulgrave, 1
Vic.
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Obituaries

Obituaries are limited to 100
j words

I Collings, Norman John
I (27.9.92)ThechurchatNorthcote,
, Vic, sustained a severe loss when

Norm, aged 90, passed away. Bap­
tised when 12, Norm remained a
very faithful and highly respected
member throughout his spiritual
pilgrimage. Never one to seek of­
fice, he served unobtrusively, and
even when unable to attend
through declining health main­
tained his stewardship of Cod's gifts
very conscientiously. A.B. Withers
assisted in the service at the
Northcote church. To Norm's wife.
Glad, and theirson, Ron, our loving

i sympathy is extended.
—F.B. Alcorn

[ Miller, Eva
(10.9.92) Eva French was bom at
and grew up in St Peters, Sydney.
On 19 March 1927 she married
Hugh Miller and was baptised at
Erskinville, NSW, church a little later.
Hugh and Eva had five children,

I Betty, Merril, Colin, Harvey and
. Laurence, and they adopted three

more, Robert, Denis and Judy. They
had 28 grandchildren and 14 great­
grandchildren. From thebeginning
of their marriage, which lasted for
64 years until Hugh's death last
year, they served Christ and his
church faithfully at Erskinville,
Oakleigh (24 years), Tootgarook

■ and Boronia. Eva was always a loyal

I _____________________________

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101

STRACK
REMOVALS

Removals—Storage—
Packing—Pianos

All Suburbs—Country—
Interstate

David Strack
(Proprietor)

Office and Store
45 McIntosh Street
Airport West 3042

Telephone (03) 370 3737
(03) 330 2211

Fax (03) 330 3039
AH (054) 27 0472

"Service since 1907"

supporter of CWF and extremely
generous to those with genuine
need. Until her sudden death she
demonstrated a strong faith, deep
interest in and love for her family
and church and a keen wit with a
cheerful smile. The Boronia chapel
was well filled as people came to
give thanks fora long and lovely life
in a service shared by Cordon Stir­
ling and Keith Milne. —KRM

Oliver, Jack
Born at home at Dutchembegarra,
Vic, in 1909, Jack Oliver lived and
farmed in that district for 75 years
before retiring to Horsham. He
married Ivy Scown from Mundulla,
SA, in 1935. They shared 58 years
together. Baptised in 1923, Jack
Oliverwas a faithful member of the
Polkemmet and Horsham churches
throughout his life. He is remem­
bered with respect for his honesty,
integrity, strength of character,
personal friendliness, humility, faith
and consistent example. A large
congregation attended the service
on 29 September. Sympathy from
the church at Horsham to wife, Ivy,
daughters Glenda (Minney), Joan
(Hanks), Alison (Jarred) and brother,
Walter.

—H. Clark

Sherriff, Maurice
Bom at Kaniva, Vic, in 1920, Maurie
moved to Horsham in 1935, mar­
ried Jean Abernethy in 1944,
worked as salesman and shop man­
ager in Warracknabeal and
Horsham till 1982. He accepted
Christ personally when a teenager
at Kaniva. A regular church
attendee, his services included lay
preaching, Sunday school teach­
ing, reading, board member. He
covered Horsham four times with
letter box drops of Christian leaf­
lets. Maurie was a humble Chris­
tian gentleman remembered for
his sincere, personal faith. The
words, "Heaven Is Home" were
written in large letters at the back
of his study Bible. Sympathy to
wife, Jean, sons John and Peter,
daughters, Janene, Leone and
Debbie, brother, Cliffe and sisters,
June and Gwen.

—H. Clark

Kitchen Designer
Winner of all major awards

HIA & HGF Housing Guarantee
Free design and quote in your
home or visit our showroom

Discount for ——
church members

Contact Stephen on (03) 879 4660
or 018 36 8899 (car phone)

YOU can
STOP
another
Self Help projects are providing
solutions. Your help through CCF child
sponsorship can save other African people from
suffering the same terrible fate as the Somalis.
For just 80 cents a day, you can sponsor a child in an
African project.
CCF Projects are underway already... We are helping
both Somali refugees and other drought-ravaged
communities in Kenya, Ethiopia, Uganda and Zambia.
CCF Projects offer long term solutions... Your
sponsorship provides the basic essentials such as food,
clean water, shelter and education and, just as
importantly, is the basis of sustainable development.
You learnfirst-handhowyourcontributionisworking
through letters from your child and field reports.
CCF is the only major, independent sponsorship agency
which guarantees in writing that at least 80 cents in every
dollar directlybenefitsyourchildandhisorhercommunity.

Founded in 1938, CCFisoneoftheworld'soldestand largest child
care organisations, supporting more than 650,000 children in
developing countries, regardlessofrace, sex or religious beliefs.
Formore information call 008 023 600.

act on as Hl J

| YeS, please rush me the photo and sponsorship |
| kit of a (please circle) boy / girl ... living in Kenya |
■ / Uganda / Zambia / Ethiopia. I understand that this n
! tax deductible sponsorship is only 80 cents a day n
■ ($25/month). CCF also guarantees that my personal ■
I details will be kept confidential. Enclosed is my I
| cheque / money order for my first sponsorship gift of []
| $25 or please debit my (please circle) Bankcard /1
■ Mastercard / Visa ■

I Christian Children's Fund of Australia
■ 159 Kent Street SYDNEY N.S.W. 2000
! Fai 02 251 3318 ac/somj

Sizncd____________________ /

I am unable to sponsor a child now but I want to give S__________________________

First Name___________________LastName

Address__________________

--------------- r/c____ _____ Daytime Ph (_______)_____
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Personal
Baptisms
•Rebecca Phillips, Wynnum, Qld
•Natasha Wright, Mark Hethering­
ton Dave Standish, Nicole Beard,
lanelle Scott, Ryan Verge, Troy Vaw-
Ser, Warwick, WA ’David Barker,
Greg & Debbie Crick, Launceston,
Tas ’Jeanne Milne, Karen Wass,

Shaun Faehrmann, Damien Murray
Pauline Tymco, Alice Hamilton^
Kathryn Cornish, Justin Cornish, Neil
Patterson, Bordertown, SA ’Cassie
Party, Danielle Kiiwood, Manifold
Heights, Vic ’James Owusu, Joan
Noordennen, Barbara Jeffries, Hugh
Widdison, Bruce Heid, Horsham
Vic

POSITION VACANT
DIRECTOR OF CARE (HOSTEL SUPERVISOR)

Churches of Christ
FASSIFERN RETIREMENT VILLAGE

Stark Avenue, Boonah
Queensland 4310

Applications are invited for the above position
Responsibilities

• Management of care in 40-place hostel in Boonah
• Management of care in 10-place hostel in Kalbar
• Oversight of care needs of independent living unit residents

Qualifications
Suitably qualified to supervise care in an aged care hostel
Experience in aged care an advantage

Conditions
Relevant award conditions apply
Award for Accommodation & Care Services
Employees in Homes for Aged Persons

The person we are seeking will need to be enthusiastic and innovative
and work as part of a team to achieve quality care in our new hostel
environment.
The new hostel houses (4 x 10 bed at Boonah and 1 x 10 bed at Kalbar)
provide a splendid opportunity for the right person to achieve a high
level of quality care and job satisfaction.
Please contact the Administrator of Fassifern Retirement Village for a
copy of our employment application form.
Applications close with—

The Administrator
Fassifern Retirement Village
PO Box 96, Boonah 4310
on 30 October 1992

The successful applicant will be expected to commence duties no later
than 1 December 1992.

Church of Christ Blackwood

Yotedb Minister
Part Time

Expressions of interest are invited for a half-time (0.5) Youth Minister
appointment.

The Blackwood approach is to love people into relationship with Jesus Christ
and to be Christ in die community.

Our vision for youth ministry has a particular focus on the support and
development of key youth leaders and on relevant meaningful worship for
young people.

Tl'e appointment is for one year in die first instance. Il is envisaged the role
will be a facultative one with opportunity to work alongside and encourage
)oung leaders and to develop future directions for youth ministry.

Expressions of interest should address the ways your talents, experience and
Riftcdncss will enable you to encompass and extend this vision for young
People in Blackwood.

Please address your written expressions of interest by Friday, 30 October, to

Chairman of Elders
Church of Christ
Blackwood

. PO Box 476
Blackwood
South Australia 5051

'"itial telephone enquiries to Mrs Lorraine Lewis on (08) 278 8666.

Marriages
•Janice Robinson to Jeff Hales
Nunawading,Vic’Julliette Johnson
to Stephen Elliott, Thornleigh,
NSW ’Nicole Phillips to Raymond
Law-Davis, Susan Pyne to Dennis
Rout, Warwick, WA ’Cheryl
Cardiner to Robert Clenister,
Horsham, Vic

Deaths
•Mrs Ivy Hancox, Wynnum, Qld
•Yvonne Illingworth, Sam

Aberneithie, Warwick, WA ’Owen
John Bloore, Chatswood, NSW
•Norman Collings, Northcote, Vic
•Reg Thomas, Bordertown, SA
•Maurice Sherriff, Henry John (Jack)
Oliver, Horsham Vic

Changes
Clapp—BruceandRuth: 10 Castleward
Place, Mandurah, WA 6210.
Serendipity: Doncaster Church of
Christ, 680 Doncaster Road,
Doncaster, Vic 3108. Phone (03)
8401587.

/\ [\ CHURCH OF CHRIST, GLEN WAVERLEY

'^| JT? *s sceking to add to its ministry team
/ with the appointment of a full-time

PASTORAL MINISTER
Such a person should have several years pastoral experience
(or the equivalent). Applicants ideally will have specialist skills
in the following areas:

To conduct Christian counselling and therapy.
::: To organise public seminars on living skills and crisis

management.
To train selected members of the congregation for
particular pastoral responsibilities.

& To formulate and implement structures that facilitate
pastoral care and support.

Expressions of interest should be addressed to:
The Elders, Church of Christ, 46 Montclair Avenue

Glen Waverley, Victoria 3150.
Applications close on 30 November 1992.

Administrative Secretary
(Part Time)

The Church of Christ at Frankston wishes to appoint an
administrative secretary as an assistant to the ministers.

The successful applicant will need to be proficient in
general office and organisational skills, including the use

of a computer.

Such a person will have a talent to function systematically
and efficiently with a strong drive to complete tasks in a

correct and well-presented manner.

This person will enjoy relating to a wide variety of people
and a capacity to keep confidences would need to be

highly developed.

Due to the nature of the appointment, a strong Christian
commitment is required.

The position will commence at 30 hours per week with a
view to it becoming a full-time position at a later date.

Applications in writing together with a CV to:

The Minister
Church of Christ, Frankston

130 Cranbourne Road, Frankston, Vic 3199
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Church News

NSW
WYOMING flim Newton) Church
excited about proposed new work to
be established at Ourimbah. Details
slotting into place & we can see the
Lord's hand in project ... Team of
Maori singers delighted recently with
program of Christian songs & testi­
monies. Raised funds towards Veter­
ans Christian Outreach Australia, set
up by Game Ormsby. VCOA will
present Bibles to Vietnam War veter­
ans 8r families of those who lost their
lives in that war.
THORNLEIGH (Franklyn Elliott,
Stuart Wesley) Power Healing rally
presented by Thomleigh 12 Sept,

■ which 350 attended ... All home
! groups combined for Family & Re-
■ lationship Issues seminar with Dr
’ Cliff Powell guest speaker ...Trans-

formation/Healing seminar
I underway 22 Sept-27 Oct. Being
I conducted by Susan Larkins ...
I Morning Sunday program now
: back at chapel for the time being,

commencing at 9.30.
TWEED HEADS (Richard Oakes)
Board voted to return morning serv­
ices to chapel ... Several Tweed
ladies shared women's retreat at
Burleigh Heads ... New PA system

I installed ... $5,000 given for mis-
; sion support... Trivia night organ-
: ised by Joan Thompson for CNO
’ raised $1,250 for orphan support
I in Philippines & church projects...
, Richard St Janet on holidays. Stu­

dent Russell Austerberry & local
' men taking services ... Negotia-
i tions to call youth minister.
I CHATSWOOD (Ian Alves, Rosalie

Rofe) Combined picnic held for
I small groups, which involve about

50 ... Regular prayer breakfasts ...
"Spiritual Warfare" seminar con­
ducted by Ian & Jeannine Alves,
September, resulting from their

; Harvest Evangelism Conference visit
to Argentina ... Chinese Evangeli­
cal Free Church celebrates its fifth
anniversary at our building, where
its congregation has increased to
over 300 ... Personal ministry &
counselling now provided after
each Sunday service.

f Christian Fellowship Association
Annual Meeting ol Subscribers & Agents

Tuesday, 24 November 1992

at the
Churches of Christ Theological College
40-60 Jacksons Road, Mulgrave, Vic

From 6.30 pm for dinner at 7 pm
concluding at 9 pm

Speaker: Peter Wing Tang
I Specialist Counsellor of Perpetrators of

Family Violence
| Minister at the Burwood Church of Christ

Cost: S10 per person
RSVP essential by Tuesday, 17 November

Phone Jula or Janet—(03) 326 8977

MAITLAND (R.N. Hawkins) Meryl
Horton, Ambassadors for Christ,
presented "Fate of Two Women"
at special ladies evening. Max
Horton & Meryl shared theirspeak-
ing, illusions & music with ournurs-
ing home, hostel St Friendship
Group. Excellent ... Opening of
hostel extensions 2 October. 10
more beds... "Adventure Bound"
presented great Sunday evening
program. Works with schools, re­
mand centres, church youth on
outdoor activities 8t gospel. Part of
Salt Ash church.

Tas
LAUNCESTON (R. Foster, C.
Spaulding, D. Tobler) Three bap­
tisms at 7 pm on 27 Sept... Lynette
Leach (DMED) held afternoon wor­
ship seminar on 4 Oct Sc spoke at
evening youth service... $345 raised
by Asian tea for gospel outreach
fund.
HUON (S. Warwick, K. Rochester,
A. Wierenga) Kathy Rochester di­
rected Sr conducted Hobart pro­
duction of "Jerusalem Passion" in
September 8r teaching in TAFE
theological program ... Huonville
successful monthly evening youth
services. Another training day for
youth leaders coming up. Five new
deacons installed... Geeveston held
very successful family camp at
Bicheno St church picnic enjoyed
... Dover looking forward to sup­
porting Scripture Union Family
Mission in January in Dover.
CAVESIDE (John Sr Colleen
Harrison) Positive 8t encouraging
AGM held. John 8r Colleen to con­
tinue part-time ministry further two
years ... Caveside combined with
other churches for annual "Bless­
ing of the Plough" service... Ladies
enjoyed Fellowship Day, 8 Sept,
with visit from Launceston,
Devonport & Ulverstone... Church
appreciated practical leadership 8r
worship seminar conducted by
Lynette Leach (DMED) 3 October.
Lynette preached 4 Oct... Family

I prayer focus being encouraged ...
Four new members.

Qld
WYNNUM (Charles Cole) Out­
reach into community through
Open Door program of social ac­
tivities, bus trips St devotions. Crafty
Corner meets needs of hand skills
development through craft work.
Both groups attracting visitors ...
CWF studying "Women of the Bi­
ble". Guest speakers highlighting
roleofwomen helpingThirdWorld
women ... Annual September Fair
successful despite rain... M. Pieper,
Christian Mission to Blind, speaker
... Services attracting fair attend­
ances.
MAROOCHYDORE (Geoff
Risson) 10th church anniversary
celebrated. Guest speaker Darryl
Thorpe. Miming talents of Tammy
Copley for Sunday School... Van­
uatu choir visiting Sunshine Coast
early October to present concert
prior to State Conference ... Use
of church bus by Palm Island pri­
mary schoolers recently high spot
for the children, also enjoyed by
our two drivers who showed them
attractions of the Sunshine Coast
& Brisbane.

SA
HENLEY BEACH (Brian Hill) Brian
Hill is now a part-time industrial
chaplain 8t will be taking up this
work full time next year ... Ron
McLean has accepted the position
of interim minister for 1993, ably
assisted by his wife Phyl... Henley
Beach, Brooklyn Park & Flinders
Park voted in agreement to work­
ing closer together & the future
possibility of forming a regional
church.
BORDERTOWN (S. Pillay) Church
rejoices in nine recent baptisms ...
Excellent weekend with New Con­
nections from Magill... "Hey, Hey,
It's Saturday" social evening with
Trev Winter & Chuck Knee very
successful ... Sonny & Wendy &
family returning to South Africa for
six weeks ... Arther & Lilia Milne
visiting newly married daughter in
japan.

Vic
ASHBURTON (Iris Lawson) Board
re-elected annual meeting & Ken
Barton appointed elder. Iris
Lawson's term extended to end
1995 ... Bible School recom­
menced August with team of three
teachers teaching one session each
month & family service fourth
Sunday ... Edith & Ken Barton
attended World Convention. On
return together conducted morn­
ing worship service with "Echoes
of World Convention". Edith spoke
to CWF on World CWF breakfast
at Long Beach.
CHELSEA (lan Whitelock) Two
groups completed Bible study se­
ries on "Young Church in Action"
... Farewelled Chadwicks moving
to Canberra ... Completed new
kitchen & toilet extensions. Dedi­
cated by Max Carter. Generous fi­
nancial response... CWF President,
Glenys Reaby, visited ... Conduct­
ing STEP parenting course ... Ser­
endipity study & prayer group
meeting Wednesday mornings ...
Fishing Fellowship visited the
Tambo.
SPRINGVALE (John Carmichael)
John Carmichael now full-time ...
Combined service 13 Sept with
Rowville when two Rowville young
men baptised... Mission target 91 -
92 of $8,150achieved. Faith prom­
ises for 92-93 of $8,355 to date ...
Bike ride (exercise bikes) & fun
night raised over $800 for Bible
Society Aboriginal literacy work.
40 riders clocked up 375 km ... Jeff
Hales married Janice Robinson at
Nunawading.
PORT FAIRY (Roy Hope) Church
enjoyed ministry of Phil Short, SIM,
on Missions, Outreach & Sunday
School anniversary 9-13 Sept ...
One commitment & several
rededications after barbecue &
youth rally... A number of children
attending Sunday School regularly
after being introduced from the
playgroup ... Reports to AGM
showed steady progress & Roy
Hope's term has been extended a
further 12 months.

Les Lawlor says...
I stand behind every Lawlor Pest Control job personally—all
types of buildings—anywhere. Everything unconditionally
guaranteed! Weeds—birds on roofs—Argentine and all other
ants—“white ants"—borers—carpet pests—lawn pests, in fact,
any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD.
THE PEST CONTROL PEOPLE

6-10 Henley St., Torrensville
Phone (08) 43 9636
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Church News
SURREY HILLS (David Brooker, Julie
Adam) Winter preaching series "I
Believe" on major faith areas... Five
groups meeting weekly for prayer,
study & worship... Joyce Clutterbuck,
church treasurer, homeafterfive weeks
in hospital ...Young peoplein 40 Hour
Famine raised $1,200 & serve 600
meals once a month Salvation Army's
food program ... CWF raised $1,000
for Kensington Christian Network Sr
wrapped 600 gifts for hospital distri­
bution.
PRESTON (T. Armstrong) The
Boomerang Kids Club is "boom­
ing" with 64 children registered.
There will be a presentation of Bi­
bles to some of these children at
the morning service on 18 Octo­
ber. It has been wonderful howfolk
have given so generously to get
this club off the ground ... Heather
& Geoff Crossman have been wel­
comed into fellowship by transfer.
ORMOND (G. Stibbe, S.
Bainbridge) Workshops held to
help job searchers & communicat­
ing with ethnic neighbours... Betty
Cann relinquished secretaryship
after six years dedicated service.
Rohan Williams appointed ...
Church sponsoring project
"Simaid" for starving in East Africa
... Prayer-a-thon held, members
participating in half-hour sessions
... "Getting to Know Luncheon"
held for contacts & members to
meet deacons/deaconess... Young
adults conducted evening service
... $905 raised 40 Hour Famine.
NORTHCOTE (F.B. Alcorn) Norm
Collings, our oldest & longest ac­
tive member, died after a period of
ill health ... Community survey is
being conducted by Colin Carbis
(elder)... Choir practice for church
anniversary & Carols in the Plaza
has commenced ... Church repre­
sented at Inter-Church Council
meeting in the Croxton Uniting
Church for One World Sunday. Rev
John Boddicome speaker.
MANIFOLD HEIGHTS (G.
Illingworth, R. Wright) Numbers
am & pm increasing ... Baptism of
Cassie Parry & Danielle Kirwood ...
Men's Fellowship held three events;
now attracting interest ... David
Lavars & crew presented a mes­
sage via puppets & drama ... 3MP
radio announcer & pastor Rob Buck­
ingham led an evening service with
musicians, singers & a message on
how God has St can work in his 8t
our lives.
TRARALGON (R. Harrison) Vacant
manse completely renovated Sr
used as outreach centre for church
Sr community programs ... Aged
care. University of Third Age
(retirees), craft, playgroup, youth
drop-in, Sunday School, meetings
all being run from the new Endeav­

our House... Rob Harrison Sr Karen
Marton commencing Endeavour
Counselling Service in the house to
provide professional counselling to
meet community needs ...
"Servanthood" focus for 1993.

WA
WARWICK (G. Carslake, B. Ea­
gles, R. Mason) Graham & Freda
have returned from their ministry
exchange at Crestview,
Indianapolis, St World Convention
... The $270,000 offices Sr meeting
areas are completed... Sports min­
istry with Shaun Kelly proved effec­

tive. 18 basketball 8r five netball
teams were fielded, with five win­
ning grand finals. Three volleyball
teams are playing mid-week. 400
attended sports presentation night
... Youth minister, Rob Mason, con­
cludes his ministry end of 1992.
KALGOORLIE (Larry Gibb) Visit of
Warwick Marsh, Steve Grace St
Endless Praise much appreciated ...
Interchurch Men's Fellowship prov­
ing to be popular St meeting a
need ... Women's Ministry held
fourth annual camp. Theme "Dis­
cover Your Hidden Gold" ... Chil­
dren's ministry picnic at Kanowna

■ ... Two new prayer meetings com­

menced on Saturday 8t Sunday
mornings ... New Junior Youth
group 8t a youth study group
formed.
CARNARVON (D. Bone) Visiting
speakers were Paul Fricker (WA Bi­
ble College) Sr Clive Heaysman
(missionary to Comoro Islands) ...
Casserole tea 8t time of sharing was
enjoyed to welcome Bible Society
"Bikes for Bibles" group ... Local
church groups are looking into
possibility of establishing a Chris­
tian-parent-controlled school in
Carnarvon. Director of that group,
Jack Mecheilson, addressed the
meeting.

COCOA
is involved in dev(§fl@©m(BM£

a eaciffig] psairiSinieiry

Send your cheque to Churches of Christ
Overseas Aid, PO Box 320, Unley 5061.

(Donations of $2 and over are tax deductible.)

Name

Address

Postcode

Amount for COCOA $
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Comment

God Is Calling—
Are We Lnsftemnmg?

Marjan Beer

I
've got a lot of questions about the call
of God. More questions than answers.
God calls ministers, missionaries and

other "full-time" workers to their specific
tasks. Everyone accepts that. Does he also
call people to become butchers, account­
ants, hairdressers or doctors? Is he inter­
ested in what we do with such large slabs
of our time? If God only calls "full-time"
workers we then have two very different
groups of people! My aim, here, is not to
elevate "full-time" workers to some higher
class of Christian. Rather, to suggest that.
God calls each person to their life's work,
to their career path, and that we need to
take more seriously God's thoughts. If we
are serious about "the priesthood of all
believers" then we need to see that we are
all "full-time" workers in God's Kingdom,
whether we are behind the pulpit or a shop
counter—or on the unemployment queue.
(Does God call people to periods of unem­
ployment? Christians certainly aren't ex­
empt. No easy answers to that!)

God calls ministers, missionaries and
other "full-time" workers to specific loca­
tions. He gives them an address. Everyone
accepts that. Does he call Christians to live
specifically in Doncaster or Kensington,
Carlingford or Toongabbie? If he doesn't
then again we have two distinct groups.
Those God calls nd those free to make up
their own minds. How do we decide where
we should live? Purely on economic
grounds’ V>hat the facilities are like? Does
God come into it at all? Do we ask our­

selves, "Where can we best serve God?" or
"Where is the greatest need for a Christian
presence?" Christians don't seem to choose
to live in the poorer or inner-city suburbs.
Doesn't God call people other than "full-
time" workers to places like that?

We haven't always had the freedom to
live where we wanted to live. When
Rodney was in the RAAF he could put in a
preference for a particular base or a re­
quest for a specific type of work experi­
ence. These would be considered but the
needs of the RAAF always had priority
over the desires of its individual members.
Since we believe God to be sovereign we
accepted our postings and tried to serve
him in each location. Now I sometimes
wonder how we would go about choosing
where to live if we were free agents.

Actually, none of us are free agents. We
are servants of the Living God. So all of us
are called by God. How specific is that
calling in regard to our work and the loca­
tion of our family home? There is no clear-
cut answer to that nor a step-by-step for­
mula for finding God's will. There are only
lives committed to giving God first place
in all things. Why do you do the work you
do and live where you live?

Proverbs 3:5-6: Trust in the Lord with
all your heart, and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways acknowl­
edge him, and he will direct your paths.

• Marjan Beer is the co-pastor at the Rich­
mond, Vic, church.

SUBSCRIPTION FORM
PO Box 101, North Essendon 3041

Name .......................................................
Address

Postcode

Amount Enclosed: $ Church

Renewal ' New
Subscription

Donation: $

Subscriber:

Payment can be made by Bankcard, Visa or MasterCard

Please charge my—
j | Bankcard I | Visa | | MasterCard

Card number

Expiry date
Signature

$25 Full Fl $5 Rest of
“ Year ' Year

' $4 Rest of year if recom­
mended by a current
subscriber
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Some wonder what the will of
God is for their lives, and they
often overlook the specific
directive to give thanks in
everything. Our hearts should be
full of praise to God, who has
provided salvation and all that
we need to live victoriously.

—Theodore H. Epp

Who won the fight between the dog and the
porcupine?
The porcupine won on points.

Why did the bees go on strike?
For more honey and shorter flowers.

What's green and goes "Boing-buing-
boing"?
Spring cabbage.

★★★★★
What do you get if you cross a ^ocoa bean
with a Canadian deer?
A chocolate moose.

★★★★★
When were the dark ages?
During the days of the knights.

★★★+★
"I'm homesick! I'm homesick!"
"But you're at home!"
"I know and I'm sick of it!"

★★★★★
At a supermarketa customer crowded ahead
of another. "I hope you don't mind," said
the customer, carrying a can. "All I wanted
was this cat food."
"Not at all," replied the other coolly. "You
look hungry."

★★★★★
Doctor: "I can do nothing for your illness. It
is hereditary."
Patient: 'Then send the bill to my parents."

IF GrOD DIDN’T
WANT ADULTS TO
SKIP SUflPfW
SCHOOL, HOW COtAE
HE CREATED
COFFEE SHOPS
THAT OPEN ON n
SUNDAY lAORNlNCr-
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