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The Grote Street, Adelaide, SA, church holds a service by dawn's early light
on Montefiore Hill —story page 3

Also in this issue—articles on Amnesty International (page 4), nursing
(page 20), church barbies (page 13), school chaplaincy (page 17), refugees
(page 15), Luke (page 14) and prayer (page 14)—plus all the regular features!
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Guest Editorial

' Faith and JDnssilbfiJlnfty
Ted Heard

6 June 1"2

One does not find
many disabled people in
the churches in the deci­
sion-making bodies. In
some churches one does
not find disabled people
as worshippers at all. One
suspects this is in grave
contrast to the Gospels,
where the pages are alive
with the lame, the deaf,
the blind and the emo­
tionally disturbed. The
disabled found in Jesus a
caring friend. His church
should also be a place
where disabled people
feel wanted and ac­
cepted.

A disabled friend was
encouraged to share her feelings. She wrote,
"For a disabled person to be integrated
into the life of a congregation that congre­
gation needs to see the disabled person
firstly as a person who, like everyone else,
needs to be accepted. My relationships
have nothing to do with what I can or can't
do or what I need other people to do for
me. They are based on mutual acceptance
and respect and are enhanced by the expe­
riences and confidences we share together."

She continued, "I think that sometimes
we can make the physical needs of disa­
bled people our primary concern. If this
happens it can sometimes get in the way of
our developing a relationship with them."
The order is acceptance, relationship, needs
fulfilment and participation.

In church and nation the challenge of
disability is there.

• Ted Heard grew up in the church at Collins
St, Hobart, Tas, and he commenced studies
at Glen Iris in 1945. After marriage to
Dorothy Berry at Lygon St by Principal Lyall
Williams he went to Baramati, India, where
Ted and Dorothy shared the superintend­
ency of the Baramati Boys Home. Then
came a ministry with the Mitcham, Vie>
church and period as Home Missions Direc­
tor in South Australia before his retirement.
Recently Ted has been a part-time prison
chaplain at the Adelaide Remand Centre.
Introduced to the care of the "differently
abled" by Kevin Caulton at the 7th WCC
Assembly in Canberra, he now convenes the
People with Disabilities Task Group of the
South Australian Council of Churches. Tea
has an "accepted" disability and wears
spectacles.

he church should
welcome moves
that have resulted

in community-style living
for disabled persons, who
were previously cared for
in institutions. But with
the failure of Federal
funding and the increas­
ing accommodation cri­
sis for disabled persons
in the community, caring
Christians should con­
sider the need to contact
their members of parlia­
ment to suggest that the
urgent review of such
funding is necessary.
Take the story of Felicity:

Because their daughter
Felicity was autistic and unable to talk, her
parents, Sue and Harry Cowgill, put their
lives on hold for 20 years to care for her. At
17, her autism was compounded when she
also developed primary thyrotoxicosis,
with over-activity of the thyroid gland.

Her behaviour then became a serious
problem as for weeks she refused to sleep.
She would stand in the middle of the street
of her parents' home, shrieking and kick­
ing doors all night, or excreting all through
the house.

It nearly drove the parents crazy. Sue
Cowgill said she considered murder, sui­
cide or both and Harry believes that they
both would have been dead from stress
within five years.

At the end of 1990 they found accommo­
dation support for their daughter at the
Christies Beach Community Living Project,
which caters for about 30 people. Felicity,
now 21, at present receives 24-hour care
and staff have said that the change in her in
the past 18 months has been "incredible".

But like so many government-funded
projects, this community living project is
so financially strapped that such services
may not be available much longer. So at
the end of 1992 what will the Cowgills
find?

In considering the needs of the disabled
we can begin "at home" in the church.
Disabled people need to find access to
church life both physically and in oppor­
tunities to participate and contribute

While some churches have been alive to
the situation and have provided suitable
ramps, seating, toilets and loops, many
churches have quite unsuitable, stair-rid­
den plants that even lack accessible toilets.
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News

Eastteir Gift
Canoes on holiday
Easter Thursday was a busy
day for many about to go on
holidays. That morning, Don
Smith of the Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Mission, Education
and Development received six
new canoes from the Nylex
Corporation as a gift from the
Adventure Committee. By late
afternoon the canoes had made
their 300 km trip to Camp
Banksia on Lake Victoria in
time to be used by the large
family camp sponsored by the

Nunawading, Vic, church. The
new canoes were in constant
use during the holiday period.
Five older canoes were re­
turned to Melbourne for re­
building. They will be used on
the Maribyrnong River by the
AdventureCommittee when its
new facility is opened there in
some months time. The Ad ven-
tureCommitteehasan expand­
ing fleet of canoes available for
hire and use in Department-
sponsored activities.

• Graham Woodhart, Adventure Committee, and Don
Smith, DMED, taking delivery of the canoes from Graham
Cole of the Nylex Corporation and an elder of the
Frankston church

A Charter for Churches
(See the Guest Editorial oppo­
site.)
In acknowledging thatall peo­
ple are individuals ours is a
church that—

• values the worth of each
person with a disability and
recognises the person's po­
tential for spiritual growth;

• believes that the life of
the church is enriched
through the contribution of
people with disabilities;

• seeks to be inclusive in
our practices so all people are
able to share the gifts of our
church;

• is committed to opportu­
nities for access and full par­
ticipation in all its activities;

• promotes a greater un­
derstanding of barriers to par­
ticipation that people with
disabilities experience;

• challenges its members
to intercede in the commu­
nity, particularly in the areas
of accommodation, education
and welfare, on behalf of peo­
ple with disabilities;

as we see Jesus in all peo­
ple.
(Disabilities refer to intellec­
tual, physical and emotional
disabilities.)

—Produced by the People
with Disabilities Task Force

of the South Australian
Council of Churches, GPO

Box 2106, Adelaide 5001

Light's Vision
Dawn service overlooking the city

° Grote Street's very early service

The Grote St, Adelaide, SA,
church held a special service
on Easter Sunday at Colonel
Light's statue, known as
"Light's Vision", on
Montef iore Hill. The sight was
chosen because it overlooks the
city and those involved wished
to remember that Jesus over­
looked the city of Jerusalem and
wept for its people. Those
present came to remember
Christ and to share his burden
for the lost.

The service was a first for
Grote St. It was advertised in
the local Messenger Press and
on special services boards on
the front of the chapel.

The service commenced at
6.30 am with scripture read­
ings and choruses sung to a
cassette tape powered by bat­
teries. Following advice from
the Highways Department to

I the minister Ian Adams that
sunrise was at 6.43 am the serv-
iceled up toa triumphantshout
of faith, "He Is Risen!" at that
precise moment.

i This was followed by sev-
l eraltestimoniesandafteraclos-

ing prayer all 43 who attended
I were invited back to the church
, hall for a breakfast of hot cross 

buns, tea and coffee. Those who .
shared in the service were Grote
Street members, their relatives
and neighbours (who attend
Baptist fellowships) and a

' Catholic lady. A public witness
| was made to all who passed by
’ and to the mother and child on
; a bicycle who stopped and

joined in the worship.
At this stage the church is

! thinking of making this an an-
. nualeventalongwiththeGood

Friday service and Sunday
services. On Good Friday the
church hosted the Prophecy
Meetings run by the David

I House Fellowship, from 2 pm
to 9 pm.

I j

Reunion
Former members of the 25th

I Perth Boys' Brigade Company
(Dinaella) and the 29th Perth
Girls' Brigade Company

; (Dianella)and theirfamiliesare
invited to a reunion being held
on 26 June at the Dianella, WA,
Church of Christ, Waverley St,

■ Dianella. Details can be ob­
tained from either Brian Stitt
on (09) 275 3449 or Rav Tinetti
on (09) 276 9309.
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News

Amnesty International's ReMgnonns Network

Open your newspaper any day
of the week and you will find a
report from somewhere in the
world of someone being im­
prisoned, tortured or executed
because his or her opinions,
religious beliefs or ethnic ori­
gin are unacceptable to a gov­
ernment. But your sickening
sense of impotence can be trans­
formed to a resolution to do
something about it when you
look at the example of the hu­
man rights organisation Am­
nesty International, which has
an active and hard working
Religious Network.

Official persecution of indi­
viduals for their religious be­
liefs is widespread:

In El Salvador, where church
workers have been prime tar­
gets of persecution, members
of the military responsible for
the brutal 1989 murder of six
Jesuit priests still have notbeen
brought to justice.

In Greece Jehovah's Wit­
nesses who refuse on religious
grounds to perform military
service are imprisoned.

In Tibet, Buddhist nuns who
have demonstrated peacefully
against Chinese rule have been
beaten, tortured and held with­
out charge.

On Human Rights Day (10
December) 1990 the Religious
Network was actively launched
in Victoria, and Hie Samaritan
became re-activated as a vehi­
cle for campaigning against re­
ligious persecution. Numbers
of individuals and church 

groups have gradually grown
with about 100 now involved.
Roughly half are part of reli­
gious groups—congregations
and convents—and half are in­
dividuals doing religious cam­
paigning and religious urgent
actions.

The Religious Network is
currently working on human
rights abuses in the Philip­
pines, where some church
workers have been specifically
targeted for death threats and
for illegal executions. Father
Narciso Pico wasa parish priest
who was shot dead last year.
He was active in a number of
religious and human rights or­
ganisations, and forsomeyears
had lived with warnings and
death threats. Reverend
Vizminda P. Gran was killed,
along with her husband, by five
masked men. She had been
under surveillance by the mili­
tary for some time. Death
threats against Sister Aquila
Sy were painted on the walls of
a church after she had been
"red labelled" a communist.

Amnesty International is a
worldwide movement inde­
pendent of any government,
political faction, ideology, eco­
nomic interest or religious
creed. It plays a specific role
within the overall spectrum of
human rights work: it seeks the
release of people detained any­
where for their beliefs, colour,
sex, ethnic origin, language or
religion, provided they have
nei ther used nor ad voca ted vio­

lence. These people are termed
"prisoners of conscience".

Al was launched on Trinity
Sunday, 1961, by a Quaker, a
Catholicand aProtestant. Since
then, caring people of many
otherdenominations and faiths
have joined the movement and
have often wished to write let­
ters and campaign specifically
for prisoners of conscience im­
prisoned because of their faith.
The name of the newsletter that
kept these people informed was
The Samaritan.

The Religious Network is
involved in campaign work—
they tap into a country where
there is a special concern, in­
cluding victimisation of peo­
ple wishing to practise and ex­
press their faith. They also do
Urgent Action work—these are
quick response actions to inter­
vene on behalf of a particular
prisoner who is under threat of
imminent torture, death or
other human rights abuse.

The Religious Network is
important because it specifi­
cally harnesses the skills of
those who can work for fellow
believers in different faiths or
denominations throughout the
world. The specialist interest
and knowledge of people of
faith means that they can bring
some particularly relevant ar­
guments to religious casework.
The ecumenism of this outreach
can therefore give special hope
to prisoners.

The faith of letter writers is
put into practice in two very

72 1 rtangible ways— JL
first in giving hope JU3' [j
to prisoners, and'*' r L
secondly in actually
getting prisoners re­
leased. Some of the Religious
Network's success stories in­
clude the case of a 13-year-old
child in Guatemala who was
beaten and killed by the police.
Following an urgent action that
involved the Religious Net­
work, the four police officers
responsible were brought to
trial and sentenced to prison
terms. It was a prompt response
to the threat of extrajudicial
execution to an archbishop and
five bishops in Malawi that
contributed toa situation where
their safety is now guaranteed.

One of the strengths of the
Religious Network is that it al­
lows people to work through
Al in ways that suit them—this
may be prayer, action (letter
writing and other campaign­
ing) or worship. Some groups
have weekly or monthly letter
writing sessions or they may
raise funds for Al, while others
have prayer meetings or organ­
ise worship around the theme
of human rights.

Amnesty can provide ideas
for human rights services,
prayers, hymns, and has post­
ers and other information. If
you would like to find out more
about becoming associated
with Amnesty's Religious Net­
work, ring Margaret Trainor
on (03) 427 7055 or write to her
at!4Risley St, Richmond 3121.

Bob and Shirley Clymer's
45 years of ministry

to Churches of Christ in Australia
will be recognised at a Farewell Luncheon
at Belmont Church of Christ, Roslyn Road,
on Bob's retirement on Sunday, 28 June

Friends are invited to share in this farewell

10 am Worship Service
12.30 pm Farewell Luncheon

RSVP 19 June Joy Bromley
5 View Street, Belmont 3216

(052) 43 6716

WOMEN'S LUNCHEON
SWANSTON STREETCHURCH OFCHRIST

LOWER HALL
MONDAY, 22 JUNE 1992

12NOON-2.30PM
"HELPFORTHE CARERS"

Speaker: Rev Dr Noel C. Schultz
of Caring for Family Care Givers Australia

1 his is a follow up to “Human Rights for Old and Young
held in November 1991

Cost $4
Register with Lois Smith

one(03)8481872 or

The Australian Christian 6 June l"2

Lucy Griffiths
Phone (03)5316016
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News

National Bible Sunday
Churches around Australia will
"rediscover" the Bible on Na­
tional Bible Sunday.

Bible Sunday is a joint ven-
tureof the Bible Society, Scrip­
ture Union and churches across
Australia. One Sunday in July
is set aside for a special celebra­
tion of God's Word. It is de­
signed to highlight the impor­
tance of the Bible in the life of
the church. On 26 July this year,
Christians across Australia will
be encouraged to give Bible
reading a higher profile in their
lives.

Some people would ask,
"Why have Bible Sunday?" The
two agencies sponsoring Bible
Sunday claim the special day
offers a chance to celebrate the
Word of God in the life of indi­
vidual Christians, the church
and the nation.

The theme for 1992 is "God
to the Rescue". The readings
for the day will focus on the
Bible's message of God's salva­
tion.

President of the National
Conference Council of
Churches of Christ, Clive
Ward, endorsed National Bi­

ble Sunday. "I commend the
celebration of National Bible
Sunday. Study of the Bible is an
essential ingredient of spiritual I
understanding and growth. It
is appropriate that as churches
we jointly focus our attention
on exploring the magnificent
truths which the Bible reveals."

The aim of Bible Sunday is to
encourage more Australians to
read the Bible. Individual
churches are being invited to
run activities designed to pro­
mote Bible awareness and
knowledge.

To get your congregation in­
volved in celebrating Bible Sun­
day, contact your state office of
either the Bible Society or Scrip­
ture Union.

Posters, worship leaflets and
reading guides are available.
Leaflets outlining activities,
sermon outlines and children's
and youth programs are also
available.

Growth OppOTtamrities
CCTC courses for everyone
A New Way of Living is a short
course offered to church mem­
bers by CCTC on the challenges
of the Sermon on the Mount for
Australians in the 1990s. Greg
Elsdon, lecturer in New Testa-
mentStudies, will present these
studies in Adelaide, SA, on
Friday night and all day Satur­
day, 19 and 20 June, and then at
Box Hill, Vic, on six Tuesday
evenings from 21 July. A steady
stream of enrolments is being
received.

Anyone wanting to "test the
waters" with one unit of study
has eight choices for Semester
2, six being held at night. An
advertisement appears else­
where in this issue or ring (03)
790 1000 for further details.

CCTC's co-operation with
the School of World Mission 

gives people access to the in­
tensive evening unit on Lib­
eration Theology and the Mis­
sion of the Church, beginning
29 June. Dr David Batstone,
the visiting lecturer, is the
founder and Executive Direc­
tor of Central American Mis­
sion Partners and professor of
Theology at New College, Cali­
fornia. A second mid-year in­
tensive is on Ecumenics, to be
held during the day, beginning
25 June, using participants in '
the ACC Consultation, includ- '
ingDrGuntherGassman,who |
heads the Faith and Order work
of the WCC.

Our Baptist colleagues at
Whitley College have ap- ;
pointed Dr Eddie Broadhead
as interim NewTestament Lec­
turer while the process of ap- ,

Punttimig $$$ to Work
Savings provide Russian MPs with Bibles

• Russians scrambling for Bibles provided by the Bible
Society

Deputies and staff of the Rus­
sian parliament created history
recently when they left the par­
liamentary hall to receive more
than 6,000 Bibles and children's
Bibles being distributed inside
the assembly building by the
Bible Society. Parliament tem­
porarily went into recess be­
cause so many had left the
chamber to receive the scrip­
tures.

The Bible Society in Australia
played its part in this effort by
sending funds derived from its
savings and investment
scheme, the Bible Society's
Trustees' Deposit Fund.

The Trustees' Deposit Fund
(TDF) allows investors to save
and invest safely and conven­
iently while helping provide
God's Word to those in need.

Operating for more than 30
years, the TDF is used by inves­
tors who lend at low or no in­
terest, safe in the knowledge 

that their money is not only
secure but is also helping
spread God's Word.

The Bible Society's TDF is an
ideal investment for pension­
ers who can receive the deemed
rateof interestdetermined from
time to time.

The TDF is also ideal for in­
vestors who are prepared to
receive a low rate of interest to
ensure their investment keeps
pace with inflation. There is no
fixed term for investment and
withdrawals can be made in
whole or part at call.

Funds are invested by the
Bible Society in bank bills, trus­
tee in vestmen ts or government
guaranteed deposits, making
investments in the TDF very
safe.

For more information about
the Bible Society Trustees' De­
posit Fund, contact the Bible
Society office in your capital
city.

pointing a successor to the late
Dr Athol Gill takes place. Dr
Broadhead is a Southern Bap­
tist who has done his graduate
work a t Ruschlikon and Zurich
in Switzerland and will add
new dimensions to the teach­
ing program when he begins in
July. In that month Dr Mark
Brett also takes up his position
as Old Testament Professor at
Whitley College. He is a
Queenslander who comes back 

to Australia from the UK, where
he has gained a great reputa­
tion as teacher and scholar.

CCTC will be offering a full
complement of courses in sec­
ond semester both for ministe­
rial students and others who
are seeking a better under-
standingoftheirChristian faith
and life and who wish to serve
their Lord more effectively.

—Keith Bowes
(Principal)
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News

Blessing,
Inspiration,
Fellowship
New South Wales 98th
CWF Conference
Almost 200 attended the 98th
NSW CWF Conference at Au­
burn church on 30 April.

An atmosphere of praise and
worship was created by the
song leader, Ailene Quick,
musicians Bronwen Dixon and
Dorothy Wilson and soloist
Amelia Koh.

Lorraine Hensby presided
over a day that proved to be
one of blessing, inspiration and
warm fellowship.

The keynote speaker, Dr
Gordon Moyes, challenged all
to think BIG—Biblical Impera­
tives and Goals.

Special features were "a con­
versation" between Stewart
Spencer, Administrator of the
Pendle Hill Nursing Home,
and Doreen Moore, Chairman
of the Nursing Home Board, a
focus on Overseas Mission by
the Executive Director, Jeff
May, and a greeting from the
Conference President, Graeme
Bagley, who also introduced
the officers for 1992.

A cheque for $2,000 was pre­
sented to the Federal Aborigi-

Buzzing
i South Australian

Women's Conference
Grote Street church "buzzed"
with the 200 present on 7 May
for the SA Women's Confer­
ence.

The choir, trained by Audrey
Fletcher, was a delight.

The morning emphasis was
on 50 years of outreach to Abo­
riginal people by Churches of
Christ. Bob Brown showed
some "breakthrough" products
he is promoting as means of
mission outreach—creating
jobs for Christian Aboriginal
people.

Helen Oatley gave devotions
and Wendy Ridge, spoke about
"Christian Community Care"
preceded by a mime by Joanne
Heath. Hazel Skuce told of tes­
timonies, struggles and victo­
ries of people she worked with
in India.

Chairperson, Shirley
Burger, recapped on thoughts
and events of women's minis­
try through the year leading up
to changes now taking place. A
recommendation was pre­
sented to the ladies stating that
"As from 7 May the Women's
Ministry Committee ceases to
exist and that a Women's Co­
ordinator be appointed". This

i was voted on and ahnostunani- 
nes Board in recognition of
their 50th anniversary and a
cheque for $1,000 was pre­
sented to the Theological Col­
lege (Carlingford) in recogni­
tion of their 50th anniversary.

The incoming President,
Ailene Quick, was introduced.
She introduced her theme for
the year "Renewal in Christ".

—Elaine Wilson

mously accepted. In the com­
ing months a Women's Minis­
try Co-ordinator will be ap­
pointed. The work will con­
tinue through task groups for
different functions. The Call
newsletter will continue to keep
the women informed about
news, programs and causes to
support.

—Lylia J. Hocking

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone: (03) 879 4004
A.H. (03) 7221780

CONTACT KEN IF YOU ARE LOOKING FOR
A USED CAR OR NEED TO RENT ONE

Vietnam m Common
Vietnamese church celebrates ninth anniversary

• Hung, Minh, Rod and Nathan

Hung, Minh, Rod and Nathan
are all Christians and all have
lived in Vietnam.

Hung, an ex-captain with the
South Vietnamese police, spent
seven brutal years in a prison
and re-education camp after the
fall of Saigon. Following release
he escaped with his eldest son
to Indonesia and came to Mel­
bourne in 1983. Other family
members joined them in 1987.

Minh, a major in the South
Vietnamese army, spent 13
years in prison in similar cir­
cumstances. It was five years
before he saw his wife again
and then only once every two
months.

He and his wife came to
Melbourne in 1991 after being
sponsored by their three sons,
all of whom are members of the
congregation of Melbourne's
Vietnamese congregation at
Richmond. On the day of the
church's ninth anniversary
Minh made his commitment to
Christ and will shortly be bap­
tised.

Rod Beer is the minister of
the Richmond church. He
served in Vietnam during 1970
in the 7th Battalion of the Royal
Australian Regiment.

The three men exchanged
memories and experiences of
their Vietnam associations.
Hung is now a tram conductor.

Minh is studying and hopes to
complete a course to qualify
him as an interpreter.

Nathan Nhan is the minister
of the Vietnamese congrega­
tion. Under his leadership the
church has continued to grow,
with plans for extension to Sun­
shine.

Nathan plans to attend the
World Convention in Los An­
geles and meet with Vietnam­
ese church leaders who live in
California. He will have vari­
ous speaking engagements
during this visit.

Along with his ministry to
the church, Nathan serves as
an HIM chaplain to Vietnam­
ese and other Asian workers in
Australia Post.

Later this year the church
hopes to sponsor a Vietnamese
pastor now residing in Ger­
many to assist the expansion of
the work. The Vic-Tas Depart­
ment of Mission, Education
and Development is assisting
in the project. Some $8,000 must
be found for travel and reloca­
tion expenses. With the down­
turn in the economy church
members have suffered unem­
ployment with subsequent dif­
ficulties in church finance. Gifts
for this project would be most
welcome. Further information
is available from Don Smith at

DMED.
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People

(Carey

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open

Link with missionary
beginnings
In the report of the annual Mis­
sionary Convention held by the
Swanston St, Melbourne, Vic,
church in the 23 May issue it
was noted that 1992 marks the
200th anniversary' of William
Carey preaching and the for­
mation of the Baptist Society
for the Propagating the Gospel
among the Heathen. This is ac­
knowledged as the commence­
ment of the modern mission­
ary era.

The meeting that formed that
mission society was held at
Kettering, England, on 2 Octo­
ber 1792. At the evening ses­
sion, which convened in the
back parlour of the home of a
hospitable Baptist widow, Mrs
Beeby Wallis, there were 12
present.

Priscilla, thedaughterof Mrs
Beeby Wallis, later lived in
Melbourne, at first in Edsall
Street, Malvern, and later in
William St, Brighton, with her
sons A.M. and F.M. Ludbrook,
who were well known among
our older readers. Her grave is
in the Baptist section of the
Brighton, Vic, cemetery. A.M.
Ludbrook was the father of our
correspondent in the Dulwich-
Rose Park Uniting Parish in
Adelaide, SA, Jack Ludbrook.

MaicDoimsiMs Visit
A ministry to hurt and broken-ness

IBeryl
Lewis

The visit of Gordon and Gail
MacDonald from the US in
May was greatly appreciated
by 180 who attended a seminar
at Nunawading, Vic, and by
100 (ministers and their part­
ners) who attended the annual
Vic-Tas Ministers' Refresher
at Marysville. The visit was
jointly sponsored by the minis­
ters from NSW and Vic-Tas.

Gordon MacDonald is cur­
rently the senior minister at
Trinity Baptist Church in cen­
tral New York. He has trav­
elled widely as President of
Intervarsity and was also for­
merly Chairman of World Vi­
sion for North America.
Gordon and Gail have a minis­
try to Christian workers
throughout the world. Increas­
ingly they have spent time over
the last few years in writing;
their books are available
through our conference depart­
ments as well as Keswick-SU.

All who met them appreci­
ated the dialogue style that
Gordon and Gail used; they
complemented each other so
well! One would lead the other
into another story; or ask a lead­
ing question to see if it was
appropriate to recount perhaps
a more intimate experience.

Speaking openly about his
own weaknesses and failure,
Gordon was able to relate to
that "dark night of the soul"
when we feel God and all our
associates have forsaken us. He

reminded us that all tunnels go
somewhere. In Tozer's words,
"It is highly doubtful that God
can use a person significantly
until he (or she) has hurt
deeply." The MacDonalds had
a ministry of encouragement
for us all.

Gordon spoke of our private
spiritual disciplines: the use of
scripture, the regular acts of
repentance and confession,
contemplative activity, various
forms of prayer, journaling,
fasting, self-denial and
sabbathing.

There were many helpful
themes opened up: our person-
ality types, ministers' mar­
riages, sources of energy drain
and discipleship training.
These outlines were liberally
sprinkled with illustrations
from the MacDonalds' experi­
ences; they were also willing to
answer our questions.

Therefresherconcluded with
a communion at the Anglican
church in Marysville, follow­
ing the Anglican order. Several
returned to the communion
rails to receive prayer from
Gordon before returning home
to family and church responsi­
bilities. We really felt that we
had received a very special
ministry from two very special
people. Our ministers and our
churches need more impu t into
our lives by people of this cali­
bre.

—Barry Jenkins

Vanuatu Passing
Haney Robert
Last month in Vanuatu Haney
Robert died of cerebral malaria.

Ink’n’lmage
Small Offset Printing

Laser Typesetting
Specialising in small jobs
Newsletters Leaflets
Doug & Marg Goddard

3 Tennyson Street
Mitcham 3132

Phone and Fax:
(03) 874 8101 

Haney was from West Ambae,
the daughter of Pastor William
Vuti and Anneth, missionaries
on Tanna Island. Haney at­
tended university in Fiji from
1978 to 1982. She also trained in
New Zealand and taught at
Ranwadi High School for three
years (1983 and 1985-86). She
had since taught at other
schools and was acting princi­
pal of the secondary school on
Tongoa Island when she died.
She leaves behind a husband
and young family.

Magill appoints pastoral
care assistant

• Beryl Lewis

Beryl Lewis has recently been ■
appointed pastoral care assist­
ant to John Gilmore at Magill,
SA.

Beryl, who has recently
moved with her husband, Neil,

i from Melbourne to Adelaide,
■ completed her Certificate in
| Lay Ministry at CCTClastyear.

Prior to coming to Adelaide she !
■ was a part of the pastoral team '
' at Cheltenham.

Beryl's appointment will in­
volve her in pastoral care, par-

; ticularly among the elderly in
j the congregation. She will pro-
j vide leadership in a number of
I programs that the church is
, running to provide service and
1 fellowship for the many sen­

iors in the area. These include a
"Take Time" fellowship pro­
gram and two "Food and

’ Friends" groups.
She will also assist in admin-

j istration within the church and
will, on occasions, preach and

; provide other support.
When interviewed abou t her

' new appointment Beryl said,
I "I am delighted to be a part of
’ thepastoralcareteamatMagill.

The church has, under the lead­
ership of John Gilmore, com­
menced some very valuable j
work. I am looking forward to
sharing in this serving and car­
ing ministry."
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Letters to the Editor

organisation that owes its ori- i worthy of the great occasion.
. z ™ - ..____ Tk;c loadc mp to express nr

Letters from Tertius

The Australian Christian

—Arnold Jago
(Mildura, Vic)

—Ted Brumby
(Townsville, Qld)

Christian Unity Support
To the Editor,

I write to express my satis­
faction at the lively debate at
the Vic-Tas Conference busi­
ness sessions with regard to
the report of the Department of
Christian Union and Ecumeni­
cal Affairs. Despite those who
failed to heed the president's
instructions to be brief, there
were many contributors to the
discussion and others who
wished to contribute but were
unable to as time had run out.
This discussion was the only
one that occupied its full time
and shows that there is a con­
tinuing interest in the work of
the department.

Unfortunately interest and
support are not the same thing.
And support is not measured
only in terms of money. For an

Letters are limited to
200 words

6 June 1992

gin to a plea for Christian unity
the number of excuses offered
for not living by our plea is
most surprising. What the de­
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is to be assured that our
churches and members have a
real commitment to unity and
a desire to make that obvious
to the world.

While we wait for that to oc­
cur the department will con­
tinue to remind the churches of
our heritage and call us to our
destiny. It will maintain our
involvement in dialogue and
encourage inter-church co-op­
eration wherever possible. And
it will strive to continue our
involvement in the ecumenical
movement as resources permit.
These are the responsibilities
conference has given to it.

—Trevor Banks
(Chairman, DCU&EA)

Making Alcohol Pay
To the Editor,

It's time the liquor industry
was made accountable for the
economic wastage and destruc­
tion it causes in society.

This would represent levy­
ing every glass of beer sold by
an extra 40.6 cents.

And why not?
Why should tax-paying non­

drinkers be involved in footing
the bill?

Berwick Easter Drama
To the Editor,

I was concerned as I read the
report of the Berwick Easter
drama ("AC" 9 May) that the
character of Peter was heard
singing "Wind beneath My
Wings". While it is true that
William Booth once said, "Why
should the Devil have the best
tunes," (in very truth he
doesn't) I'm sure that even he
would have ben horrified at
the thought of a song featured
in the film "Beaches" and re­
corded by Bette Midler being
sung by Peter in this re-enact­
ment of the Easter story.

If we have to use a current
sentimentalballad "to highlight
to our community wha t the real
story of Easter is about", to
quote Malcolm Gray, then we
only depreciate the Gospel and
cheapen its appeal by using the
words and music of the "pop"
culture.

In the same report there is
mention of the song "Just an
Ordinary Man" sung by the
character of Jesus. I trust that is
not the song from "My Fair
Lady". If such is not the case,
forgive my musical ignorance,
but if it is, then Heaven help us
all!

Gospel Celebration
To the Editor,

I would like to make three
comments concerning the Vic-
Tas Gospel Celebration.

I do not agree with Ian
Tippett ("AC" 23 May) that the
music "was a good mix". Some
quieter music would have pro­
vided a better mix.

I would like to express my
profound appreciation of the
presentation of the Gospel by
Iris Lawson. Her work was

Training Levy
To the Editor,

I am aware that some busi­
ness people ha ve legitimate rea­
sons why they can't fulfil the
Government's 1 % training levy.

When compliance is impos­
sible, there are two op tions. One
is to pay the 1 % to the tax office
(no deduction), the other is to
contribute the 1% to an ap­
proved training institution, in
which case the amount quali­
fies as a tax deduction. CCTC is
an approved institution, be-
causeof its contribution to train­
ing people for service in the
community. CCTC will provide
information about this on (03)
790 1000 although not if it is for
avoidance of an important ob­
ligation to raise the skills of the
Australian work force.

—Keith Bowes
(Principal)

Accentuating the
Positive

Dandenong History
To the Editor,

I am making progress on a
history of the Dandenong, Vic,
church for its 100th anniver­
sary.

For one part of the history I
am compiling a list of all the
ministers who have served the
church, their names, a brief his­
tory of each of them and their
dates of service from Septem­
ber 1892.

If any readers can help with
some details of ministers they
know who have served at
Dandenong I would be grate­
ful for the information.

All correspondence will be
answered.

—Harry Schilling
(63 Athol Rd,

Noble Park 3174
Phone (03) 548 2022)

To the Editor,
It was my wife's turn to read last night. It was Luke's account

of the Last Supper. I had slipped off into a momentary doze. As
I came to she was reading Jesus' words, "You have stood by me
in my troubles." And then she read on about the dispute among
the disciples about who should be greatest.

The other night we had read about the kerfuffle among the
Disciples over who should wash one another's feet. And now just
after the Lord's Supper they were still on about who will be
greatest. And soon they would forsake Jesus and Peter would
deny him. And here was Jesus thanking them for supporting him.
'You have stood by me in my troubles."

What a remarkable spirit our Lord had! A bunch of no-hopers
who kept getting it all wrong, like us, their modern counterparts,
and Jesus praising them for their loyalty and commitment.

I couldn't help thinking that our minister is something like that.
He gets in special speakers and we don't turn up to hear them. He
calls for working bees and we all with one consent begin to make
excuses. He calls the church to special prayer and we decide to
stay home saying that God can hear us as well there as at church.
He preaches about thinking positively and we trip ourselves up
over our negatives. He inspires us to firm belief in God and we
live like atheists when it really comes to trusting God. And then
in his annual report our minister tells us what wonderful people
W * are and how well we have stood by him.

Maybe that's what Christ-likeness is all about. Encouraging
people by accentuating the positive" in them and being a 1
blind to their obvious failings.

Lord help me to see the common sense of this because my
nature puts it round the other way." Amen.

3 —Tertius

This leads me to express my
surprise and disappointment
that the program was not re­
corded. I was eager to have a
record and found that none had
been made.

—Allan Clark
(Croydon, Vic)



Letters to the Editor
Photos Sought

To the Editor,
The Board of Trustees of the

Winter Trusts (which is the
umbrella name for the Peter &
Charlotte Trust and the Ivy
Winter Trust) is wanting to
obtain photographs of the
founders of these two trusts;
the founders being, as the
names imply, the late Peter
Winter, the late Charlotte Win­
ter, and the late Ivy Winter.

These people are mentioned
in the pamphlet written by the
late A. W. Stephenson, and pub­
lished in June 1975 by The Pam­
phlet Club, Pamphlet No. 241,
entitled "The Winter Story",
and if we can obtain photo­
graphs of the three trust found­
ers we would then have a more
complete record for historical
preservation.

If any relatives or friends
have photos they could let us
have, or know of any persons
who may be able to assist, we
would appreciate if they would
contact us by mail or phone.

—J W. Marshall
(Chairman, 1/7 lllawarra

St, Allawah 2218. Phone (02)
588 1710)

Curkpatrick Challenged
To the Editor,

Stephen Curkpatrick's arti­
cle, "Faith Speaking to Faith"
("AC" 23 May), is an onslaught
on Biblical Christianity.

Stephen confidently asserts 

that the differences in the Gos­
pel accounts of Christ's post­
resurrection appearances are
"extravagant" and "intransi­
gent". In fact, a detailed study
of the topic has encouraged me
that the Gospels are
uncontrived, reconcilable and
accurate accounts of complex
events.

The really dangerous thing
about Stephen's article is that
he concludes that the Gospels
are not "chronological docu­
mentaries"; but "'faith speak­
ing to faith" and that a "scien­
tific document" could not con­
vey (the truth about the resur­
rection) but profession of faith
does.

This is the idea that religious
"truth" is somehow sealed off
from the factual, the objectively
verifiable. ("It's true if it's true
for you.") It makes us feel lovely
all over but is intrinsically
doomed in any attempt to root
itself in the "real world".

Such a notion is the funda­
mental tenet of a secular, plu­
ralistic society, and is also the
foundation of existentialism.
The logical consequence of
Stephen's article is existential­
ism dressed up in soothing
words like "resurrection" and
"God", which actually mean
absolutely nothing.

Nothing could be more hos­
tile to Biblical Christianity. John
says "that which our hands
have touched—this we pro­

SP1T ROAST DINNER FOR WOMEN
FRIDAY, 19 JUNE 1992

4 CHESTERVILLE ROAD, CHELTENHAM
(MELWAY REF MAP 77, J11)

7 pm for 7.30 pm
COST $13

Anne Paul of Prahran College ofTAFE
will speak on the theme

EFFECTIVE COMMUNICATION
WITH YOUR CHILD

Bookings should be made with Lois Smith
2 Larkspur Avenue, Doncaster 3108

Phone (03)848 1872
or Maureen Daniels, Phone (03) 728 2279

CWF Resource & Development Committee

claim". Oh, we have faith, not i
in faith itself, but in real time/ 1
space events, which are true I
and relevant no matter how we .
feel about them.

The church that accepts any­
thing else is just repeating to 1
the world what it already be- !
lieves and, as liberal churches i
are experiencing everywhere, :
is therefore doomed to rapid
extinction.

—Mark Bolduan |
(Glen Waverley, Vic)

Church Planting
To the Editor,

Max Collyer (CROP and j
Unity, "AC" 23 May) raises an
important consideration, but ;
unfortunately, misses the point ‘
of starting new Churches of I
Christ congregations.

The purpose of CROP is not
(as Max seems to fear) to com­
pete with other Christian
churches; rather it is to open up
new opportunities for evange­
lism and church involvement
amongst the non-church-going : 

community. At thecommence-
ment of our church at
Mornington wecalculated that
despite the existence of several
healthy churches there were
still at least 15,000 in our area
with no church contact at all. I
Four years later, we can ob­
serve that while many of our i
present congregation would no
doubt have been actively in­
volved in another congregation
nowif wehad notstarted, there
are at least 40 (adults and chil­
dren) who may well not have i
been, and this figure is grow­
ing.

All of this has been done in
happy co-operation with all
other denominations, and lo­
cally we are very involved in
ecumenical activity.

New church planting (by any
denomination) is a very effec­
tive way of reaching our com­
munities.

We ought to be doing much
more of it.

—Ian Cartmel
(Momington, Vic)

glrcotta
and

Return

Sweden's
foremost

Gospel singers

Recent ministry in
Russia, India, Norway
and across Europe

Spirit-inspired presentation of the Gospel
from BirGitta's distinctive voice and Swante's
matchless keyboard.
Ministering in word and song to churches,
rallies, dinners, men's and ladies' fellowships
in the eastern states, September, October
and November 1992

Bookings and Further information
Phone/Fax Linda Akehurst 03) 879 9348
Mail 82 Oban Road, Ringwood 3134
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Media Review

Papers
Christian Vision of Common Wealth
by Ian Bams

Writing in response to the draft social justice statement, Com­
mon Wealth and Common Good: A Statement on Wealth Distri­
bution, by the Australian Catholic Bishops Conference in Febru­
ary 1991, Ian Bams discusses a number of approaches Christians
may consider in forming a view on what constitutes our wealth
and our common good and the church's role in society.

Available from the Zadok Institute for Christianity and Soci­
ety, Blackall Street, Barton 2600 (phone (06) 2731634), for $4 plus
90c postage.

Music
Seasons
by Neil White (MFM 008)

New Zealand-born singer­
songwriter Neil White has re­
cently returned to his homeland
from the mission field of The
Netherlands with not only many
cherished memories, but also a
new album.

The aptly titled "Seasons" lyri­
cally reflects a change occurring
in the performer's lifestyle and
environment.

Musically "Seasons" is a beau­
tifully mixed album, blending
classical guitar work with brass
interludes and catchy beats. Neil
White wrote much of the music
on the album, but has also

adopted several covers fromsuch contemporary American bands
as 'Til Meet You There" by Whiteheart and "Invisible Hand" by
Billy Sprague.

One of the highlights of this 11-track album is the delightful
back-up vocals of Paul Field, Angela DiPrima and Jill White
(Neil's wife). Throughout the album Neil displays his view of the
world and the experiences that have been part of his life. This
includes the fall of communism which is beautifully portrayed in
the song "Perestroika", which means to "reconstruct".

In essence "Seasons" has the potential to reconstruct many
lives and attitudes through the provoking lyrics of this talented
New Zealander. —Shaun White

[This album was sent to us by Neil White from New Zealand.
We believe it is available through Youth With A Mission offices
around Australia.]

Books
The Grace Awakening
by Charles R. Swindoll (Word Publishing) $7.95

| Most of this book, apart from the last three chapters, expands
I the view of legalism (i.e. laws formed by opinion) against free­

dom through grace. Each chapter highlights another angle of this
same contention. Where sin is finite, grace is infinite.

God delights in choosing the most unworthy and making them
objects of his unconditional acceptance, whereas the legalist is
ready to hold them to a set of rules. God is pleased with variety

The church is the place where we should be set free, but it can 

be the place, because of legalism, which puts us in slavery. Grace
emancipation can be and sometimes is abused—this is exercising
liberty without wisdom. Grace is a privilege to be enjoyed and
protected, not a licence to please ourselves.

The letter kills states Paul, but the Holy Spirit ministering in a
context of freedom mixed with the charm of grace gives life. (2
Corinthians 3:6) Before people are saved, we witness to them, we
are willing to forgive and overlook, but once they are Christians
our legalism expects them to be like us. Negativism stymies
freedom offered by grace. The last three chapters look at grace in
marriage and home, grace in giving and grace in accepting
(excellence versus mediocrity). —Shirley Cooke

To me, reading just a few pages, and then flipping through,
Swindoll takes 300 pages to expound again what Luther discov­
ered from Romans 5 and 8 in the early 16th century. For anyone
struggling with legalism versus grace/freedom, the book could
be most useful, though personally I suspect the same amount of
time spent meditating on Romans 5-8,14 and Ephesians 2:1-10
would be more profitable for many. —Allan Blyth

Keeping Your Kids Christian
A Candid Look at One of the Greatest Challenges Parents Face
by Marshall Shelley (Word Publishing) $13.95

This book addresses the greatest concern of all Christian par­
ents: "Will my children be Christians?" 28 Christian authorities
have combined their expertise to produce a work that is excep­
tional in its scope and clarity of presentation. They include James
Dobson, D. Ross Campbell, Gordon MacDonald and Luis Palau.

Combining the experience of these authors has resulted in a
work much better than any one individual could have produced.
Beginning with "What do you want your children to become?"
and ending with "Failure isn't fatal: when parents make mis­
takes", this book covers, in 30 chapters, the gamut of bringing
your children up to be Christians.

It is impossible to summarise a book as diverse as this but the
authors seem to operate from the principle that "you reap as you
sow" and in this book offer a wealth of ideas on how to effectively
sow good things into your children and how to reap a good
harvest. They address all the important issues from dealing with
sibling rivalry to what to do with teenagers, and offer good sound
advice and examples. My only criticism would be that the book
is written from an American perspective, but while this means
some specifics are foreign to us, the underlying principles are
readily recognisable and applicable. —

i Your sermons are wonderful...I didn't know what sin was
I until I came here!
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Media Review
A Gift of Hope
by Tony Melendez (Word Books)

It is the dream of many people to meet and converse with a
world figure. A young man of 25 years of age in 1987 in Los
Angeles, Tony Melendez, had such a dream and his remarkable
story is related in this small volume, which recalls, from his birth
onwards, events of tremendous courage and almost unbelievable
skill in mastering a musical instrument in spite of (or was it
because of?) his degree of disablement.

But not only was this young man to meet and converse with a
world figure, he was also to perform for him. You see, he was, and
is, a talented guitarist, and the world figure to whom he was about
to be introduced was Pope John Paul II. There were some 15,000
teenagers and young adults in the audience. But this young man
has no arms and was also bom with one foot grotesquely de­
formed.

It is worth noting here that the condition causing his deformed
limbs was called "phocomelia", a combination of the Greek
words for "lamb" and "seal". It was very rare at the time and was
said to result in malformed fingers and toes appearing at the end
of foreshortened limbs, making them look like flippers. Thus the
label "lambs that look like flippers."

Thus began the story A Gift of Hope, an enthralling autobiogra­
phy of a remarkable young man, told in a simple, unsophisticated
style that will captivate you. It is a story of despair as well as of
hope, a story of deep sorrow and distress as well as of joy and
achievement. But above all, it is a story of complete faith and
devotion to witnessing for his Lord, and few, if any could be
better equipped to do it than he. —Paul Payne

Affirming Your Faith
Exploring the Apostles' Creed
by Alister McGrath (Inter-Varsity Press)

Despite our traditional rejection of "man made" tests of faith,
most members of Churches of Christ will be familiar with the
Apostles' Creed. Perhaps, during an ecumenical service, we have
stood in embarrassed silence or mumbled our affirmation of
those sections of the creed with which we have felt comfortable.
Instead of letting it remain as a rather dreary liturgical response,
Alister McGrath, a young British theologian, has taken the Apos­
tles' Creed as a rich summary of basic Christian belief and
analysed it phrase by phrase. The underlying theme throughout
is evangelical, and the author states: "I am an Anglican—but it is
of infinitely greater importance to me that I am a Christian." The
person of Jesus Christ is seen to lie at the very centre of the
Christian faith.

Although an academic, McGrath writes simply and clearly.
The happy result is a book that is of value to both the new and
mature Christian for either personal reading or group study. It is
divided into 16 sections, each examining the creed from a biblical
basis and noting key scriptural passages. The author then at­
tempts to explain and apply the ideas raised in each particular
section. Notes at the end of each chapter and a bibliography
provide suggestions for further reading. —Graeme Addicott

Life after Debt
A Way Forward for Troubled Australia
by Kim Hawtrey (Albatross Books) $7.95

"Greed is good!"—Gordon Gekko's catch-cry from the frenetic
fortune-hunting of the 1980s has a hollow ring as it echoes
through the sober austerity of the early 1990s. Kim Hawtrey, a
media commentator and qualified economist with many years
Reserve Bank experience, attempts to provide a Christian analy­
sis of—and solutions to—our current economic woes. The bitter
consequences of what he calls "the decade of debt" are used as a
metaphor for our individual and national spiritual poverty. 

"There is a God-shaped void inside each of us that cannot be filled
by a BMW."

Although I have difficulty appreciating the writer's enthusi­
asm for our economic system as a "gift from God", this is a very
readable book, which cuts through the jargon and theories be­
loved by most pundits and explains in layperson's terms the
intricacies of late-20th century economics. He condemns materi­
alism, dishonesty and greed in commercebutsees market capital­
ism as capable of being "redeemed" by the application of Chris­
tian values. It must be said that Hawtrey's economic solutions do
not appear to differ greatly from those advocated by secular ,
commentators; what is radically different is his declaration that |
any solution "which omits Jesus...will turn out to be simply a 1
mirage".

There are many aspects of Australian society and life that '
would benefit by scrutiny and analysis from a Christian point of :
view. Kim Hawtrey has done us a favour in our wish to be
responsible, informed citizens. This is a valuable book; let us hope
that it finds its way onto the desks in Treasury and the financial
institutions as well as into the handsofmore humble participants
in our economic system. —Graeme Addicott

The Ladies Aren't for Silence
(Gentlemen Are You Listening?)
Written and Edited by Joan Martin (Word Books) $12.95

The title seems quaint, but the book will encourage those •
women with a biblicist perspective who both fear feminism yet I
sense its ring of relevance for them. The book reflects the opinions ;
of women within evangelical Christianity on a number of issues
addressed by feminism today: submission, home versus career, ■
women in leadership, women and social concerns, validity of
personal ministry, intuitive thinking, the singlestate and whether ■
women are more susceptible to deception than men. Their re- '
sponses have been woven into readable chapters looking at
female identity and function within a framework of Bible-believ­
ing Christian practice. The premise of the book is that patriarchy
"was given as a part of the curse and was intended to maintain
order until the 'seed' of the woman overcame Satan" (page 9).
Based on that the responses focus on the new life and order in
gender relations offered in Christ.

The conclusion re-examines texts traditionally used to at­
tribute a secondary and submissive role for women. If you have
been put off by, to you, comments questioning theauthority of the
Bible, or criticism of motherhood by feminist writers or speakers,
this book offers you a non-of-
fensive consideration of the is­
sues mentioned before. It may
help you to integrate your faith
with how you live or begin to
live according to your faith.

—Louis van Laar

Jarryn's Test
by EJ. Davis (Lutheran Pub­
lishing House) $6.95

Jarryn's Test by EJ. Davis is
full of incident and drama.

In outback Australia Jarryn
learns to stand up for his new-
found belief in Jesus.

Well written, with some
vivid descriptions. Great for
both sexes in the 12-15-year-
old group.

—Katherine Blyth
(Howrah, Tas)
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Happenings

i South Australia's newest
rally driving team is Youth
in Motor Sport, which is
backed by the Uniting

; Church. The group com­
prises about 20 men and
women aged 17-21 from i

i theSouthemValesarea.Co- 1
| ordinated by student min­

ister Russell Knight, himself i
i a rally driver for 12 years,

the team will compete in
: about a dozen events this

year. Australian champion
rally driver Ed Ordynski has

; helped establish the team
I with advice and contacts in
I the sport.

International Bible
■ teacher, author and mis­

sionary statesman J.
Oswald Sanders has re­
ceived a doctorate in the­
ology from the Bible Col­
lege of New Zealand in
recognition of 70 years
contribution to the life
and work of the church. A
former student, lecturer
and principal of the col­
lege, J. Oswald Sanders is
now in his 90th year. He
has written 40 books,
which have sold over 2
million copies in English
and have been translated
into 23 languages. He has
served as general direc­
tor of the China Inland
Mission (now Overseas [
Missionary Fellowship)
and was founding direc- '
tor of the United Maori
Mission.

The head of the Unregis­
tered Union of Churches in
Russia and an elder from

' that group have urged
American churches not to
send rock music and evan­
gelists accompanied by rock

| bands. They state: "Rock
j music has nothing in com­

mon with ministry or serv­
ice to Cod. We are very,

, very against Christian
Americans bringing to our
country this false image of
'ministry7 to God. We need

■ spiritual bread; please give
us true bread, not false

I cakes. It is true that rock
; music attracts people to the

church, but not to Godly
living."

The Evangelical Alliance ,
of Romania and the Ro- .

• mania Missionary Society j
report a high demand for '

I the Bible and other Chris- j

tian literature in this
former communist state
of 23 million. Following a
series of illustrated Bible
stories on national televi­
sion sponsored by the Al­
liance with the support of
Christian Broadcasting
Network nearly 1 million
letters have been received
from viewers requesting
Bibles. About 86 staff and
volunteers are handling
the mail. They are expect­
ing another 1 million let­
ters.

Evangelist Luis Palau pro­
claimed thegospel 1 -3 May
to more than 17,000, Ire­
land's largest united cru­
sade since Dwight Moody
preached in Dublin nearly
120years ago. 1,367 made
public Christian commit­
ments.

Scripture Union Victoria
is holding its annual train­
ing day, titled "Restoring
the Foundations: Facing
the Future", on 25 July at
the Hawthorn Institute of
Technology. Details from
Scripture Union, PO Box
291, Fitzroy 3065.

Murray Bridge, SA, has its
own "Talking Newspaper".
It is a weekly service that
provides tapes of items from
the local and Adelaide pa­
pers for people who are
print impaired. Over 30
tapes are delivered weekly
in Murray Bridge. Com­
menced in July 1974, it is
believed that this was the
first service of its kind in
Australia. Volunteers are al­
ways needed and other
communities might like to
pick up the idea. Informa­
tion from Dorothy Howard,
26 Hawke Rd, Murray
Bridge 5253, phone (085)
32 2640. Groups such as
this have copyright permis­
sion to use material from
The Australian Christian at
any time.

Serendipity Christian Re­
sources is part sponsor­
ing a visit to Australia in
July of Dr Richard Pearce,
Professor of Communica­
tion and media atGordon-
Cornweil Theological
Seminary In Massachu­
setts, USA. Dr Pearce has
written extensively in the
area of Bible study. He 

known as the co-editor of
the Serendipity Bible for
Croups, as well as for his
books, Small Croup Evan­
gelism (I nterVarsity Press)
and Pilgrimage (Baker). Dr
Pearce will be conducting
a series of one-day semi­
nars on "Growing the
Church through Small
Groups" with Ken
Anderson of Serendipity
Australia. These will be
held in Melbourne (11
July), Adelaide (18 July),
Canberra (22 July), Bris­
bane (24 Sr 25 July) and
Townsville (26 July). De-
tailsfrom Serendipity Aus-
tralia, GPO Box 1944, Ad­
elaide 5001. Phone (08)
374 0592.

A conference titled "The
Church, the Law, the Fam­
ily—Responding to Sexual
Assault, Creating a Safe En­
vironment, with particular
concerns for People with
Disabilities" is being held
on 25 July, 9.30 am to 4
pm, at the Burwood Heights
Uniting Church, East
Burwood, Vic. The confer­
ence is being sponsored by
Crossroads Victoria (Chris­
tian Fellowship with Disa­
bled Persons). A donation
at the door to cover costs is
being asked. Details from
(03) 808 3677 or (03) 873
1829 (AH) or from PO Box
15, Vermont 3133.

The Vic-Tas Adventure
Committee Skiing Club is
holding its first cross­
country skiing weekend,
31 July to 2 August. Peo­
ple interested should con­
tact Steve Smith on (03)
5572778. Thedubisplan-
ning further weekends
and possibly a snow camp
in late September, sub-
j'ect to interest and snow
conditions.

The Australian Council of
Churches will hold what
could be its last ordinary
general meeting 26-30
June at Ormond College,
University of Melbourne.
The ACC hopes it will be
able to call a special general
meeting to wind up the
present council and make
way for a new expanded
national ecumenical body
within 2 years. The new
body should include all the
ACC's member churches 

plus the Roman Catholic
and Lutheran churches.

Moves are underway to
establish a Christian com­
munity in Australia simi­
lar to the Iona Commu- I
nity in Scotland. The Aus­
tralian community, still in
the process of formation,
will followa version of the
Iona Community's 5-fold
rule, requiring a commit­
ment to prayer and Bible
study, to meeting in re­
gional groups, to account­
ability of timeand money,
and to justice and peace.
A provisional council will
meet in June to work on
the Australian version of
the rule. Interested per­
sons should contact Rev
John Martin on (065) 52
7250.

AnewLutheran Church that I
opened in the heart of Mel­
bourne recently is said to
be the first new inner-city
church to be built in Aus­
tralia, and possibly the
world, for over 50 years. St
John's, opened and dedi­
cated on 22 March, was
built as part of the $650
million Southgate complex
on the Yarra River, compris­
ing a luxury hotel, office
towers, a riverfront shop­
ping arcade, restaurants
and an apartment complex.
The original church, builtin
1928, was demolished to
makewayforthe Southgate
Centre. The new church,
valued at $2.7 million, in­
corporates a worship cen­
tre with a raised gallery, an
apartment housing a live-
in caretaker, a 24-hour
counselling service and a
small prayer chapel.

The International Bible
Society has published a
New International Version
complete Bible for ath­
letes, entitled Power for
Competing. The Bible is
designed for people who
are involved either mod­
erately or seriously in
competitive sports, who
participate in sports min­
istry, such as chaplains
and coaches, or who are
just armchair athletes.
Power for Competing is a
complete NIV Bible with
an added 64 pages of
special helps in the front
and back sections. These 

12 (212) The Australian Christian

sections use sports ter­
minology and focus on
athletic themes and their
spiritual basis to help the
athlete in spiritual train­
ing.

Dr Donald Stewart of the
Qld Social Service Depart­
ment was recently elected
to a 3-year term on the
Board of Directors of the
European Evangelistic So­
ciety. Don is the first over­
seas person to be elected a
director of the 62 year-old
mission. Dr Leroy Garrett, a
Church of Christ historian
and editor was also elected
a director. The European
Evangelistic Society is a mis­
sion group to England from
those of the Stone-
Campbell tradition.

Rev Gennadij Duck, a
Lithuanian refugee, be­
came the pastor of the
Tuebingen Christliche
Gemeindeon 1 May. Heis
pursuing his Master of
Arts in Theology with the
Protestant Faculty in
Eberhard-Karis University
in Tuebingen. For three
years he and his wife have
participated in the
Gemeinde. The couple will
continue their evangelis­
tic contacts and make trips
into Lithuania for evan­
gelistic meetings during
each year.

The European Evangelistic
Society holds the Dean E.
Walker Convention Lecture
at each World Convention
of Churches of Christ. At
Long Beach, California, in
August the lecture will be
given by Dr Ronald E.
Osborn, a well-known
church historian of the Dis­
ciples of Christ, on "Find­
ing the Great Church in the
Congregation". This will be
given during a luncheon.

The European Evangelis­
tic Society funds a pro­
gram for sabbatical
scholars to do research
in the Institut zur Erfor-
schung des Urchrist-
entums in Tuebingen,
Germany, under the
guidance of the Director.
This sabbatical scholars
program will be ope
first to scholars from
within the Campbe
Stone movement.
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in the nineties
I ' -/* B IS ' B~- ' 'll W' ;W c liS Senior Pastor of the Light of the
World Christian Church, a 3000-member Disciples congregation in
Indianapolis. He is an outstanding community leader and activist, educa­
tionalist and distinguished preacher and seminar leader. His dynamic
preaching and evangelistic ministry is widely acknowledged and will be a
highlight of the conference.

Dr Benjamin has regularly been invited to preach at Crystal Cathedral, Los
Angeles, and is a member of a small association of distinguished American
preachers, including Billy Graham, Robert Schuller and James Kennedy.
His ministry through the electives will be of special significance to ministers.

Nationwide Evangelism Initiative
17~19 October 1992

Sponsored by the

USTRALIAN 0 ARD OF HURCH EVELOPMEN’& D .■ 0 0

and Wollongong Church of Christ



It’s for...

ministers

youth leaders

music directors

elders

pastoral visitors

childrens workers

deacons

education
directors

T
he Wollongong church, under the leadership
of Barry McMurtrie, has established the
Spring Conference as a significant inspira­

tional and training event for Christian leaders. This
year the Australian Board of Church Development
and Education links with Wollongong in a jointly
sponsored Conference. The distinguished panel of
speakers and elective leaders is possibly the
strongest team ever brought together by Churches
of Christ in Australia. The program is streamed for
ministers and church leaders with major joint ses­
sions for preaching, inspiration and teaching.

Our presenters are committed to the practice of
evangelism in the local church. There will be new
ideas for you in every session. Come to
Wollongong. Meet people from all states. Share with
the Wollongong members in their outstanding new
facility. The team will be ready to listen and talk with
you about your needs and visions.

Don Smith
Executive Director
Australian Board of Church
Development and Education

Bring your ministry team
and your key leaders



I of Wesley Mission, Sydney, is probably Australia’s most recognised preacher and religious TV
and radio host. He has preached and lectured worldwide. His message is always provocative, motivational and
insightful about Christian discipleship and leadership. His concern is for effective communication of the Gospel and
an evangelistic practice appropriate for the Australian church.

I- - I of the Board of Mission of the New South Wales Uniting Church, is a man of deep faith and
committed to seeing the church grow through making disciples. He is an innovative communicator, an earthy
theologian with wide experience in local church evangelism. He is thought provoking, spiritually stimulating and
intensely practical.

r i is Senior Minister of the Wollongong Church. During his ministry the congregation has grown
rom 60 to over 1000 in church on Sundays. He is widely sought after as a preacher, consultant and seminar leader.

Later this year he will lead 240 Newcastle churches in a citywide follow-up process following united evangelistic
outreach. He was one of three Australian speakers at the recent Australian Forum on Evangelism.

" .~] is Principal of the Churches of Christ Theological College at Carlingford and a trained psycholo­
gist. He is highly respected as a preacher and teacher among Australian Churches of Christ. Keith will lead a
combined session on the theme ‘A Contemporary Spirituality for Christian Leaders’, an issue that he believes is
basic to the development of visionary and caring leaders for our churches.

Larry Galbraith is the youth minister at Wollongong. He will lead the youth ministry elective. Larry has
responsibility for youth ministry with some 500 young people associated with the church. He is highly qualified
and will present new material in this elective.

Tammy Tolman is Wollongong’s childrens minister, with teaching and theological qualifications. She has over
150 children involved in various clubs and programs. Tammy has special interests in puppets and clowning. She
will lead the childrens ministry elective.

Wes Beavis is a past Wollongong staff member. This year he became an independent worship and creative arts
consultant to churches of all denominations. He is a specialist consultant to the Australian Board and is in wide
demand nationally as a consultant. His elective will relate directly to local church needs and the opportunities for
churches today.

Dr Carol Preston is a Wollongong staff member and Academic Dean of the Institute for Contemporary Church
Leadership. She has specialist skills in psychology,pastoral care and counselling. Lynette Leach is a church elder
and a field services director for the Australian Board with extensive experience in education. MaurieHodgeson is
the regional director of Lifeline. This group will team together to work with elders and leaders on a range of issues,
including pastoral care, assimilation, nurture and leadersh ip development.

Jay Bacik is a Churches of Christ minister and Senior Pastor at Northside Community Ch urch. He is host of a
Sunday-evening talkback radio program on 2CHwith a large citywide audience. He will lead the “Hypothetical'
sessiononMonday.

Don Smith, the Executive Director of the Australian Board of Church Development and Education, will analyse
issues relating to our Churches of Christ heritage and options for our Movement in the '90s and beyond. The place
of evangelism will be especially considered.



SATURDAY
T. Garrott Benjamin

Dean Drayton

Electives

Evening rally with T. Garrott
Benjamin

SUNDAY
Worship with congregation

Gordon Moyes

Electives

Gospel outreach with T. Garrott
Benjamin

MONDAY
T. Garrott Benjamin
Wes Beavis
Keith Farmer
Don Smith
Barry McMurtrie
Jay Bacik

Evening rally with T. Garrott
Benjamin closing at 8.30 pm

Come when you can, go when you must

per person

for students, pensioners,
unemployed, partners of

one enrolled

Meals—Available on site or at takeaways nearby.
Attendance—Try to attend all sessions. Monday is a key
day for professional staff.
Accommodation
Option 1 Sovereign Motor Inn, Princes Highway, Figtree

(042) 71 1122.1 km from church. Ask for a
discount rate for the Church of Christ.

Option 2 Metro Motor Inn, cnr Crown and Mt Keira Roads,
Wollongong (042) 28 8088.3 km from church.
Ask for corporate rates.

Option 3 Wollongong Surf Leisure Resort, Pioneer Road,
Fairy Meadow (042) 83 6999.7 km. You must tell
them you are a minister to receive a discount.

Registration—Saturday, 17 October, 8.30 am

Register yourself and yow key people
Enclose full payment with your registration.
Send this form to Communicating' the Gospel in the 90s

Wollongong Church of Christ
O’Briens Road, Figtree 2525. Phone (042) 26 5022. Fax (042) 28 3828

Name.
Church 
Name.
Church 
Name.
Church 
Name.
Church 
Name.
Church 

. Address
■ Position (Circ|e) SAT SUN MON
. Address . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
• Position (circle) SAT SUN MON
. Address  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .
■ Position (circle) SAT SUN MON
. Address  . . . . . . . . .
■ Position (circle) SAT SUN MON
. Address  
■ Position (circle) SAT SUN MON



Comment

W
hen we send mis­
sionaries overseas
we expect certain

things that are basic to commu­
nicating the Gospel to a people
of another culture and lan­
guage. To learn the language
and custom of the host people
is not only sensible but courte­
ous. How much more effective
to present a picture of cultural
sensitivity. But when it comes
to taking part in the spiritual
harvest on the home front we
get stuck.

That usually means we ap­
proach ministry discipleship
from a rural English, late 19th-
century viewpoint, which pre­
sumes that everyone lives
within a small area, all have the
same language and naturally
all go to church.

Unfortunately we live in
Australia where the majority
of people are urban dwellers,
mix with a number of language
groups and don't get up on
Sunday morning thinking of
going to church.

Yes, there are still those that
will by habit or desire spend
part of the first day of the week
in church—but not the major­
ity. The majority are more likely
to be found engaged in some
form of relaxation, since that is
the one day of the week that
most people can hope to get
off.

For better or worse, even that
is changing, as Australian com­
merce and industry presses for
more time in the week. Thus
even Sunday as a day of rest for
a large number of people may
be a thing of the past.

What is the response of
churches to this? Well, the
Catholics have led the way by
introducing Saturday-night
mass, but they seem to be alone.
It's hard for Protestants,
brought up with a fairly
Sabbatarian outlook, to con­
sider that another day (or night)
could be equally valid. Com­
mon sense demands it, if only
for shiftworkers—but to get it
off the ground it needs com­
mitment from the existing con­
gregations to provide an initial
congregation. As we found,
there is a market but it needs
encouragement to get over
those old habits.

SZLnjp Another
Prawn on the

Bsurtofi©
Bryan Mee

One move we have made at
the Church of the Good Shep­
herd is theSunday nightbarbie.
This is now a regular feature of
our life, so far averaging over
25 adults and 12-15 children—
but we have had over 60. We
unashamedly aim at a gather­
ing that anyone could bring
their non-Christian friends/
neighbours to, and therefore
we work to a formula.

The formula requires:

Food
A BYO barbie for most of the

year, but with soup and finger
food as an alternative in win­
ter.

Time
We aim for a strict two-hour

limit, starting at 5.30 pm and
ending by 7.30 pm.

That allows parents to get
the children home and in bed at
8.30 pm, and they can sit down
and watch the Sunday night
movie on TV.

(I can hear some people say­
ing we should not pander to
the TV. We don't! We are sim­
ply recognising a fact of life—
to do otherwise would be fool­
ish.

After all, where is the church
of tomorrow going to come
from if not from the ranks of
the pagans of today?)

Activity
The program is aimed at

building relationships and en­
joyment. Our Christianity has

I gottobeseenasnon-stuffyand ’
varied. Don't forget we live in a
TV age when attention spans
are limited. We have used a
variety of activities—
Pictionary,Trivial Pursuit,cha­
rades and auctions, as well as
videos, such as Mike Wamke.

All have a message incorpo­
rated but we don't hit people
over the head with a
Thompsons Chain Reference.

Locality
We move from house to

house (well a series of around
six), which means that differ­
ent communities are involved
and we don't wear out our
welcome anywhere.

The barbie isn't the only
Australian thing or culturally
acceptable thing to do, and I'm •
sure others can come up with
more ideas. But usually any­
thing to do with food gets a
response so why not try—

• the old picnic (don't go too
far);

j • the spit roast;
• a swim followed by break-

' fastatthelocalswimminghole;
I • breakfast followed by an
' hour walk on the beach.
j Surely with the combined 1
I brainpowerandspiritofChris-
[ tians around our country' we

can come up with more cultur-
; ally acceptable ways of sharing
I the Gospel, even if it means

"slapping another prawn on the
j barbie"?

• Before his death earlier this
i year, Bryan Mee was minister of
I the Church of the Good Shep-
i herd on the Gold Coast in i
I Queensland.

ON YOUR OWN,
YOU’RE NOT ALONE

Christian Singles
Fellowship offers friendshp
through correspondence with

other bom-agaln Christian
singles and single-agin

people
Write enclosing a stamped,

self-addressed envelope
to:

CSF.PO Box 411,
Hayfield 2304

6 June 1992 The Australian Christian (213) 13



Curkpatrick

Comic Reversal in Lunlkce
I

n comedy, the techniques
of paradox, incongruity,
and reversal of expectation

are used to switch our atten­
tion from the conventional to
the unconventional, from ex­
pectation to surprise. The same
dynamics for arousing new
awareness occur in several
Lucan parables of reversal,

1 which bring the familiar into
the unfamiliar and the predict­
able into an unpredictable con­
text for the listener, creating
the possibility of radical new
insight. Indeed, the
unpredictability of both comic
humour and the parables of
reversal reveals a world where
wholeness and grace can be
found. Motifs of "comic re­
versal" are explicit throughout
the Lucan narrative, where re­
versal—or peripeteia, the con­
vention of Greek drama—per­
vades the Lucan vision of the
Kingdom's presence in the
teaching and actions of Jesus.

. Reversal of expectation is a cen­
tral motif in Mary's Song, the
Nazareth Sermon, the Beati­
tudes and table fellowship with 

outcasts and sinners. Lucan
spirituality is imbrued with
peripeteia or astonishing revers­
als of expectation, in which so­
cial destinies and religious val­
ues are turned upside down,
and where predictable rewards
for the "deserving" are inverted
to become unpredictable, ex­
travagant expressions of grace
for the "undeserving". The
parables of reversal are intrin­
sic to Luke's spirituality of
comic irony, where the rejected
are accepted and celebrate the
gracious presence of the King­
dom, while those who antici­
pate security in a theology of
just desserts, unwittingly miss
the very presence of the King­
dom.

Several Lucan parables—The
Prodigal Son, The Good Sa­
maritan, The Great Feast, and
The Publican and Pharisee con­
tain a double reversal in which
the denouement of the story
has the least acceptable
character(s) becoming the sub­
ject or focus of grace, which is a
shocking subversion of expec­
tation for the listeners who an­

ticipate the most acceptable
protagonist(s) to be esteemed
or rewarded. Furthermore, the
natural "everydayness" of the
parables of reversal provide the
context for shock to the imagi­
nation, for their seeming insig­
nificant events are loaded with
significance. In the context of
the ordinary (a man holds a
dinner for his friends), the ex­
traordinary occurs (no-one
comes so the riffraff are invited
instead), creating a shock re­
versal of expectations, and the
possibility of the present being
understood and lived in a new
way. (The feast of the Kingdom
is now occurring.) This is an
ironic, comic reversal of human
expectations in which the pres­
ence of the Kingdom becomes
a reality to the listener of Jesus'
parables. It is "comic" because
its means of disclosure subverts
our usual way of perceiving
life, and undercuts the status
we assume for ourselves in re­
lation to others and God.

Comedy has a double pur­
pose. It can be used to lampoon
and satirise blindly held termi­

nal traditions, pretentiousness
and crushing legalism, by re­
vealing internal contradictions
and disparities in what is usu­
ally esteemed—sound, unques­
tionable orthodoxy. Hence Je­
sus' unrestrained caricatures of
the pharisees. However, com­
edy also has the capacity to
generate serendipity, freedom,
laughter and joy in human ex­
perience by showing that life at
any point is imbrued, paradoxi­
cally, with grace. Comedy is an
affirmation of Christian spir­
ituality, representing a move­
ment from hopelessness (trag­
edy) to serendipitous joy (com­
edy), especially for those whose
lives were locked into a tragic
orientation of religious and so­
cial rejection. Ironically, they
became the recipients of grace
and tire propensity of Jesus to
create astonishing reversals of
expectation in the face of pious
estimations of human status,
normality, morality and God.
That must have been comic!
Luke is loaded with such
peripeteia, but are our churches?

—Stephen Curkpatrick

Growing Spiritually

Prayer Life
Nathan Nhan

I
n the Christian life many
Christians still find that
prayer with our Lord is

difficult. Some Christians do
not know why they need to
pray. Others replace praying to
our Lord by meaningless ritual
and some do not even pray at
all.

When we feel that prayer is
difficult, our relationship with
him becomes distant, or we feel
that we do not know him well
enough. If we do not think God
exists, that he has power to
change our life, then we will
find prayer is unrealistic, and
we will not pray to him. But he
is God, creator of this universe
and he cares for us.

As Christians, we believe
Christ is Saviour, the only Son
of God and he came to this
world to die for our sin. When
we have a good relationship

with him and know God, then
we will not question prayer.
We will find that when we pray
to him he will answer our
prayer. He is our good friend.
We can communicate with him
easily. Because Jesus Christ
came to this world, he knows
us. He knows what it is like for
us as humans. He had close
communication with God.

Now, I want to suggest a few
points to help us in our prayer
life.

In our relationships with peo­
ple, communication is both
ways. When we talk to some­
one, when we share our feel­
ings with a good friend or our 

parents, we do not find it hard
to communicate with them, be­
cause they are ready to help us,
or encourage us, and help us
overcome our problems. We
like to talk with them, and
sometimes we also make an
appointment to see them. We
really see that it is an important
time when we talk to our friends
and our parents. When we pray
to our Lord, we also need to
have this attitude. BiUy Bray
was a minister. He always said
to people, 'I must discuss with
my heavenly Father." He talked
to our Lord about every single

In a prayer time, communi­
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cation is both ways. It's also
very important in our Chris­
tian life. We know prayer is
necessary but some times we
do not do it well, because we
do not have a good method.
Here is a method to help your
prayer life.

Step 1: Make up your mind,
have perseverance.

Step 2: Plan a time and place.
Step 3: Use a stopwatch to

help concentrate. It is better to
have ten minutes with our Lord
than not pray at all. When the
time has finished we can do
other things.

Step 4: Keep a book record to
write down all our prayer
points, and the answers we re­
ceive to our prayers.

• Nathan Nhan is the minister
of the Richmond, Vic, Vietnam­
ese church.
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