
Registered by Australia Post
Publication No. VAR 0761

O

This display, in the Brighton, SA,
church, was arranged by Virginia
Curkpatrick.

The setting is the
dry, brown land­
scape of the
drought-stricken
regions of the Afri­
can continent. The
blue sky is without
a cloua.

The tinsel star is a
reminder that
Christmas, in a so­
ciety with plenty,
can be totally in­
congruous with the
setting over which
it hangs.

The bowl is for the
Christmas Bowl
appeal.

The classical "Madonna and
child" is here depicted as a So­
mali mother with an emaciated
child, a reminder that God in
Christ has identified fully with
all human kind, specifically with
those whose essential humanity
is being stripped away through

poverty and hun­
ger.
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Guest Editorial

Middle-aged Meamdeirnimgs?
Des Nelson

tai attitudes have tended to
undo the benefits gained and
negate the genuine efforts of
the church. I believe our argu­
ments and differences over
musicand worship, leadership
and authority, traditions and
cultural relevance, as well as
church government, have of­
ten sidetracked us from the
real task. Instead of being the
stimulus to change and crea­
tivity, thus enhancing our
commitment to reach the "pre­

Christians" (to use a Mai Garvin expres­
sion) we have focused too much on the
methods instead of the man and the mes­
sage. This has often meant that very faith­
ful Christians have taken sides on their
differences rather than applying their en­
ergies to the commission our Lord en- 

I
 remarked to someone the
other day that I found it
interesting that I still

thought of myself as a farmer
"who trained for the ministry".
Yet I really only worked on the
farm until I was 18 and have
been in ministry now for close
on double those 18 years! I be­
lieve however that those early
years on the farm have pro­
vided a positive input to my
outlook and ministry.

My observation of the farm­
ing sector in recent years leads me to sug­
gest that there are lessons that might be
applied with benefit to our churches.

In my years on the farm it seemed that if
a farmer possessed a reasonable block of
land in a average rainfall area and worked
hard, then the farmer made a reasonable
living. But it wasn't too many years after I
had left the farm that I began to hear of my
school friends running into financial diffi­
culties on their family farms. In more re­
cent years it appears that the farming sec­
tor has become a rather risky way of life in
spite of being so necessary to our economy.
Certain factors have so impressed them­
selves on the situation that numerous folk 

trusted to us. Thus, I suggest, our differ­
ences have divided us because we have
made non-essentials our essentials.

The other observation I would like to
make, and this has particular reference to
the country attitude again, is about the
way we refuse to get involved with others.
The harshness of our land with its ex­
tremes of climate and distance, and the

have gone bankrupt on family farms even
though they have been held freehold by
fathers and grandfathers before them.
Some have over-reached themselves with
extravagant bank loans, overconfidence,
lackof planning or mismanagement, while
for others none of these are to blame for the
causes are not of their own making.

W e might draw an analogy to the church
and the lack of success (even failure) in
numerous situations, caused sometimes
through similar problems. Some of these
problems are self-inflicted through our
own lack, while others are problems God
lets us face to stretch our faith, increase our
creativity and enhance our effectiveness
as his servants.

resulting loneliness, brought out a mutual
support in country people that is legen­
dary. I have discovered that the support
we provide for others is frequently re­
warded by the awe-inspiring discovery
that God has actually been in us and min­
istered through us to another. Surely there
is a lesson for us in the well-documented
feelings of rejection experienced by the
Vietnam veterans. Around us are greater
multitudes of people who operate under
the mistaken impression that the church
has little interest and concern for them and
has effectively rejected them. Surely the
problems we face are also the opportuni­
ties to fulfil the great commission our Lord
has never withdrawn.

I am concerned that over recent years
we seem to have allo wed the blessings and
insights of the Church growth movement
to drive us apart as ministers and as
churches. Some have ignored new insights
and understandings in the mistaken belief
that if we continue to "play church" as we
have in years gone by then God will have
to bless us. Changes in modern society
mean that simply doing what we have
done in the past doesn't guarantee a good
harvest. Others have over-reached them­
selves in the other direction and reaped
disillusionment. Jealousies and judgmen­

ts Nelson came from the little church at
Morawa and trained at Woolwich in NSW
(1958-61). All his ministries have been in
WA (Kalamunda, Cottesloe, Wembley and
Applecross and a "tentmaker" church-plant­
ing at Murdoch). He is now serving as
Director for Church Development with our
WA Church Development Board. He is
married to Lyn (nee Ewers) and they have
three sons, a daughter and three grandsons.
His chief relaxation is his annual week's
fishing trip to uninhabited parts ofWA and
a little golf when time permits.
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News

Hew (CIhiimrek. ait HauMonn
Ballarat planting

Haddon is a rural community
16 km from Ballarat, Vic. The
Dawson Street, Ballarat, con­
gregation initiated a church
planting venture there with a
Jaunching service on 8 Novem­
ber. Meetings are being held in
newly completed community
facilities, which make an excel­
lent setting for the congrega­
tion. Adjoining the hall is a new
primary school complex de­
signed for 350 children with a
current enrolment of 180. The
rural environment is attracting 

many new families to the area.
The immediate community has
2,000 people and in the wider
postcode area there is a popu­
lation of 7,000.

The Shire President, Mrs
Kaye Dunn, was one of five
local councillors from the Shire
of Grenville who attended the
service. The Shire Council has
given strong support to the ini­
tiative.

The Dawson Street minister,
StephenTempleton,shared his
vision for the future of the new

» The Haddon congregation at their first service

« Baptism in the stormy waters of Lake Burrumbeet

church and its outreach plans
for children and the commu­
nity. Already the new church
has an attendance of50-60 from
the local community. A Sun­
day School and other group ac­
tivities are in the process of for­
mation.

Within three weeks of the
commencement of the church
the congregation shared in the
first baptism. This took place at
Lake Burrumbeet in cold con­
ditions just prior to the onset of
a storm and heavy rain. Some

40 shared with Isabel |
Twyerould as she was baptised
by Stephen Temple-ton. The
baptism followed the morning
service. Isabel and members
shared lunch together in the
home of a church member after
the baptism.

The commencement of the
Haddon congregation marks
the 14th church planting ven- :
hire in Victoria since the CROP ;
initiative began in 1988 under I
the Vic-Tas DMED and Prop­
erties Corporation auspices.

Baick Creek
Combined churches camp
Bright and Yarrawonga
churches held a very success­
ful combined family camp at
Back Creek Christian Youth
Centre near Yackandandah in
North East Victoria. There were
39 full-time campers and an­
other eight attending as day
visitors.

Special guests were Max and
Bev Winch from Regions Be­
yond Missionary Union, with
Max presenting the studies.
Max and Bev are well known to
some of the campers, having
spent much of their earlier life
in the Albury-Wodonga area
before going to Bible college
prior to working in Irian Jaya
with RBMU.

Max based his studies on the
theme of mission, giving some
interesting firsthand accounts
of the work that they had been
involved in amongst the Dani
people in Indonesia^ Many had
responded to the gospel in spite

Weekemidl

of much difficulty. Max spoke
of those who resist God's call to
go. As in Jesus' time, we see
that the harvest is large and
demands more workers (Mat­
thew 9:35-38). We need to see
what Jesus saw—the crowds—
hear what Jesus heard—the lost
sheep—feel what Jesus felt—
compassion and love—do what
Jesus did—go to their aid. The
marks of a missionary church
acting locally to impact globally
(Acts 11:19-12:3) are needed:
vigorous local evangelism, bold
thrust into new developments,
enlightened leadership, sound
and clear teaching, visible com­
mitment to Christ and concern
for poor and personal involve­
ment in sending missionaries.

Camp commenced on Friday
night and continued through
to Sunday afternoon with the
overall program catering for
study, recreation, fellowship,
private time and a much-ap­

preciated concert on the Satur­
day night. Many commented
on their awareness of the pres­
ence of God's spirit through­
out the camp and how quickly
that "universal bond" among
believers became evident.

There was also the opportu­
nity to swap notes, share prob­
lems, offer advice, discuss
plans, encourage each other
and to generally see a wider 

horizon. At the conclusion of
this first combined camp
(Bright has had a family camp
for the last five years) it was
agreed to proceed to make ar­
rangements for another com­
bined camp next November
and to extend an invitation to I
another small church in the ;
North East Conference to join |
with us.

—Ron Beach

• Bright and Yarrawonga members at their camp
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A New
Ecwimemcaill
Body for
AuHstraHna?

I Plans for a national
organisation
In a move that promises fur­
ther progress towards Chris­
tian unity, Australia's churches
have been asked to approve
plans for a national organisa­
tion that will encompass the
major denominations.

The proposal came from a
working party set up in 1989,
after the Australian Council of
Churches (ACC) invited non­
member churches to talks about
a more comprehensive ecu­
menical structure. The Austral­
ian Catholic Bishops Confer­
ence and the Lutheran Church
of Australia took up the invita­
tion.

Co-convenors of the work­
ing party, Bishop Bede
Heather (Parramatta) and

| Bishop Richard Appleby
I (Northern Territory), sent de­

tails of their proposal in late
j October to the heads of the 13
! ACC member churches as well
I as Cardinal Clancy and the
; President of the Lutheran
j Church.

"Our efforts have now
I reached the point at which, we
1 believe, it is appropriate to in-
I vite each potential member
1 church to make its decision
j about membership in the pro­

posed National Council of
i Churches in Australia," they
I wrote.

Answers are expected in the
I course of 1993. If the churches'
i responses are positive, the

ACC will make way for the
new organisation in the first I
half of 1994.

The new council's constitu­
tion defines it as "gathering
together in pilgrimage those
churches and Christian com­
munities which confess the
Lord Jesus Christ as God and
Saviour according to the Scrip­
tures and commit themselves—

(i) to deepen their relation­
ship with each other in order to
express more visibly the unity

j willed by Christ for his church;
and

(ii) to work together towards
the fulfilment of their mission
of common witness, proclama­
tion and service—

to the glory of the One God,
Father, Son and Holy Spirit."

The ACC was formed in 1946.
It comprises four Protestant and
eight Orthodox churches, as
well as the Anglican Church.
Roman Catholics, Lutherans,
Presbyterians and Seventh-Day
Adventists have observer sta­
tus.

Worship
and
TUnsiinilks-
^iving
Ivanhoe celebrates
75 years
On 7 August 1917 a meeting of
members of Churches of Christ
livingin Ivanhoe, Vic, was held
in the home of Mr and Mrs A.
Carnaby to discuss the possi­
bility of commencing a Church
of Christ in Ivanhoe. On 26
August 1917 the first "meeting
for breaking of bread was held
in the Rechabite Hall Ivanhoe".
This marked the commence­
ment of the Ivanhoe Church of
Christ.

On 25 October 1992, the
church celebrated 75 years of
active service and witness. The
building was packed as former
members joined with the
present congregation in the
service of worship and thanks­
giving. The minister, Ian Smith,
presided at the communion and
Nina McCredden was the so­
loist. During the service a wel­
come was extended to six new
adult members. These six, to­
gether with five children, are
adding to the life of the congre­
gation. The preacher was Jim
Wright, whose address was
inspiring and challenging as the
church plans for the future.

Following luncheon, the Sal­
vation Army Songsters pre­
sented an excellent program,
which delighted all those who
remained for the Pleasant Sun­
day Afternoon.

Pastors'
Allowances
Cut
Federal Aborigines
Board problem
The Federal Aborigines B oard
is facing a critical cash flow
problem. Offerings have fallen
below predictions as the re­
cessed Australian economy
impacts on the community.

It is with great reluctance
therefore that the board has
decided to cease paying the
pastor's allowance to all pas­
tors from 1 December. This al­
lowance amounts to $400 per
month and has until now been
provided to help each pastor
cover fuel costs, vehicle main­
tenance and telephone ex­
penses connected with their
work.

This action will have a
marked effect on the ability of
each pastor to maintain an out­
reach program as well as on the
demands of the local church
work. The Aborigines Board is
sensitive to the effects it will
have. At the same time the
board believes it better that
everyone forgo a part rather
than close a centre and make a
missionary couple redundant
so that every other centre can
operate on current levels of
support.

The Aborigines Board con­
stantly reviews the cash flow
situation and steps have been
taken to reduce operating costs.
The board anticipates being
able to reinstate pastor's allow­
ances but this is dependent
upon an increase in offerings in
the near future.

We are confident that the
Lord, through his people, will
provide, so that the work
amongst the Aborigines will
continue to progress.

—Avon Moyle

mswamce
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News

IBflg Clhaimiges aitt "The Australian Christian"
But some things remain the same!

» Shirley Wallis

At the end of this year there
will be several significant
changes in personnel in The
Australian Christian office.
Shirley Wallis, who has been
undertaking secretarial duties
on a part-time basis for 25 years,
is retiring. Shirley commenced
working when Alf White was
Editor and the office was in the
building of the printing com­
pany (Lenoval) who had taken
over from the Austral Printing
and Publishing Company. She
was involved in the shift to of­
fices at the North Essendon 

church 20 years ago and also
when we moved to our new
office there just 12 months ago.
Shirley has given excellent serv­
ice over this entire period and
has seen many changes in her
role and the working condi­
tions.

Editorial assistant Geoff
Alves is also retiring at the end
of this year. Geoff has been with
the "AC" for the past four years,
following30 years employment
with the Education Department
of Victoria. For many years
Geoff also gave freely of his
time in editing the church news
items, also starting under Alf
White's editorship. His skills
in computer layout and his keen
subediting eye will be missed.

The board has appointed
Nigel Pegram as a part-time
member of the staff (four days
per week) from January 1993.
Nigel, together with his wife
Julie, has been ministering to
the Kyneton church since 1991,
and he will continue a part-
time ministry there. Nigel
graduated from the Churches
of Christ Theological College
in 1990 and had an associate
ministry at the Dalkeith Rd,

Nedlands, WA, church. Prior
to that he was in membership
at the Thornlie and South
Perth, WA, churches.

Chris Ambrose continues as
Managing Editor, his position
since 1988, following nine years
as Sub-Editor-Manager.

Magazine
We are working towards

launching a new magazine in
the middle of 1993. This will be
aimed at a different readership
from that of The Australian
Christian. The new magazine
will contain articles on people
and the way that Jesus Christ is
working in their lives, how
Christ makes a difference in
the way they live in Australian
society and how they face vari­
ous aspects of their life.

There will also be articles on
current issues facing our soci­
ety and issues that the church
needs to deal with.

The magazine will be sold on
an individual basis through
local church representatives.
We are anticipating that all our
current subscribers will receive
a copy as part of their current
subscription.

We ha ve to undertake a large
amount of work to set up the
new magazine and design its
style, obtain appropriate arti­
cles and photographs and ar­
range a distribution network
in local churches (we hope to
work with the Literature De­
partment on this area next
year).

As Usual
Some things still stay the

same! The Australian Christian
will stay in the current size and
format for the time being. It
will still come out 22 times a
year (twice a month February-
December) and itwill still cost
the same in 1993 (S25 for the
year). Advertisers will also be
pleased to note that rates will
also be kept at the 1992 level.

We are looking towards
building up a team of good
writers to supply is with news
in 1993.

One other plan is to provide
The Australian Christian on tape
for the reading impaired. Any
churches or individuals will­
ing to help with this scheme
could contact Chris Ambrose
on (03) 379 1219.

Hodos m East Keiloir
Community program providing way towards mission
The East Keilor, Vic, church,
with the help of the Vic-Tas
Department of Community
Care, have launched a commu­
nity-based program called
Hodos. Once the building and
organising of programs were
complete a special weekend
saw the church celebrate with a
successful bush dance, barbe­
cue and magic show. Rick Cut­
ler ran the dance and also en­
tertained withan array of magic
tricks. 66 attended, allowing
relationships and bridges to be
built.

A celebratory service was
held on 25 October in honour
of what God was doing within
the life of the church. Trevor
Giles, Executive Director of
Community Care, spoke on the 

theme of an "Open Door of
Opportunity".

The word "hodos" is a New
Testament Greek word mean­
ing "way to go".

The programs were designed
under the leadership of Gwen
Cheal, Louis van Laar and Ron
Schepis to meet the needs of
people in the local area. They
act to build approachable
bridges as links with new peo­
ple within the community and
the fellowship of the church
are established. Ongoing sup­
port and fellowship is the key.

Programs include "Pills for
Older People", "SelLdefence
for Women", "Exploring Art",
"Christmas Craft", "Emer­
gency First Aid" and "Basic
Ballroom Dancing", plus a day 

trip to Monbulk. A drop-in and
carpet bowls program is also
run by Reg Thompson and Bart
Shea. A dollar lunch is pre­
pared by volunteers.

Two of the most popular pro­

grams run have been the worn- ’
en's self-defence course run by
Lucy Busby (the group had to
be split because of size re­
straints) and "Christmas Craft",
run by Gwen Cheal.

• Gwen Cheal (right) and the Christmas craft program
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Kidsmin
Highlights
Children's games
The end of the year has been a
productive time for the
Kidsmin Committee (Vic-Tas
Department of Mission, Edu­
cation and Development). The
State Children's Games at­
tracted many children, who
participated enthusiastically in
the organised competitive
games. A dinner for leaders was
addressed by RevLesley Anne
Curran, Uniting Church Chris­
tian Education Consultant, who
spoke on "A Place for Chil­
dren—A Faith for Children".
At the Thanksgiving Day held
at Camp Waterman, Monbulk,
groups presented a large col­
lection of gifts for hospital visi­
tation. The 1992 Service Project
raised $1,700 towards the De­
partment of Community Care
Dandenong Accommodation
Project, which provides low-
cost, secure accommodation for
families in need. Plans are

; underwayinl993forincreased
contact and support to local

; churches in their ministry with 

children. Combined events,
training workshops, festivals
and leaders' gatherings enable
a positive network to provide
encouragement in this work.

—Lynette Leach

Working
Together
Faculty of Human
Services for Kenmore
The Queensland Social Serv­
ice Department and Kenmore
Christian College are working
together to provide a training
base for workers within the
Social Service Department. The
Social Sendee Department em­
ploys over 950 people on its
various care programs.

The plan is to develop train­
ing programs under the Aus­
tralian Vocational Certificate
Training System using compe­
tency based training. The col­
lege has already become an
Approved Training Organisa­
tion.

The next step in the de velop-
ment of the new education unit
is the appointment of a Chris­
tian Qualified Nurse Educa­

• At the State Children's Games

tor who will, in co-operation
with Aged Care Queensland
Inc, both teach and assist in the
further development of indus­
try approved courses for aged
care in the initial stages.

The initial education unit will
be set up within the Social Serv­
ice Department but as soon as
possible will be transferred to
Kenmore Christian College as
a Human Services Faculty. The
Social Service Department will
continue to support the new
faculty.

It is proposed that the Hu­
man Services Faculty will go
on to develop additional cer­
tificate courses and in-service
training that have application
not only to aged care but also
for other divisions of the Social
Service Department's work in­
volving the care of children and
youth, homeless and addicted
persons.

The courses that will be de­
veloped will have national rec­
ognition and will be able to be
offered to other care organisa­
tions. It is hoped that eventu­
ally there will be opportunity
for students to study full-time
in the new Human Services
Faculty.

There will be opportunity for
some interchange between the
Ministry Training Faculty and
the Human Services Faculty.
Modules such as ethics, theol­
ogy and Bible should be avail­
able to care students, while
some modules related to car­
ing will be available to minis­
try students.

The whole process with its
exciting possibilities had its
beginnings with a motion in
1989 in which the Avenell
Heights church in Bundaberg
called for closer working be­
tween the Social Service De­
partment and Kenmore Chris­
tian College.

The Social Service Depart­
ment is setting aside $73,500
for the first stage of develop­
ment, which will include the
appointment of a Christian
Qualified Nurse Educator, pro­
vision of a motor vehicle and
about $15,000 for expansion of
the library.

"I believe this is a most valu­
able new venture and it is excit­
ing to be a part of the launching 

of this education program," Dr
Don Stewart, the Executive
Director of the Social Service
Department, said.

IKaimisais
City Visit
Thomleigh team in
America
A party of 11, including all the
members of the ministry team
from the church at Thomleigh,
NSW, spent some time in the
United States of America visit­
ing various churches, finally
having a 10-day intensive in­
volvement with the Metro
Vineyard Fellowship in Kan­
sas City.

This 10-year-old church has
a membership of 2,500 spread
over six congregations
throughout the city. It has a
worldwide reputation for its
emphasis on Biblical preach­
ing, intercession and prophecy.
The Australian team had a very
instructive, stimulating and
encouraging time interacting
with the senior leaders, com­
paring teaching and training
activities and attending their
prayer meetings as well as ha v-
ing many opportunities to min­
ister. Franklyn Elliott, the sen­
ior minister, reported that the
impact of this time will be felt
at Thomleigh for some time to
come.

FRANKSTON
CHURCH OF CHRIST

GREENWAYS
RETIREMENT VILLAGE

330-356 FRANKSTON-
DANDENONG ROAD,

SEAFORD 3198
1 & 2 BR Villas

Motel Type Lodge Suites
PHONE (03) 786 8679
Waiting List Now Open
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Para-Mymjpiaiiiii
Robyn Stephens in Barcelona

° Robyn Stephens with Joanne and Michael Brooker and
Tegan Paterson

This year 5,000 from 34 coun­
tries were involved in the Para-
olympics in Barcelona, Spain,
and of these, 134 competitors
and escorts (managers and
facilitators) came from Aus­
tralia. The Surrey Hills, Vic,
church is very proud to have
had Robyn Stephens there as
part of the goalball team.

Robyn is legally blind, hav­
ing been born with only 2%
sight. She has played goalball
since its introduction to Aus­
tralia in 1980, and has repre­
sented Australia for the second
time at the Para-olympics, hav­
ing competed at Seoul, Korea,
in 1989.

Goalball, a game for the blind
and visually impaired requir­
ing hearing rather than seeing
the ball, is played on a rectan­
gular court with a wooden floor
(concrete in Barcelona). The
1.25 kg ball contains a bell. Each
of the five team members wears
a blindfold, which, says Robyn,
feels quite comfortable to her
as she does not mind the dark.
The ball is thrown underarm
and must bounce twice before
it reaches the other end of the
court. The aim is to score goals
past the team at the other end
and at the same time defend
one’s own goal. A solid defence 

is necessary to win. So, as well
as practising on the court, the
training program involves
weight training, mainly for
strengthening the arms.

At Barcelona Australia came
sixth overall. The Australian
goalball team came seventh. In
track and field and swimming
our blind team won 25 medals,
six being gold, and two records
were broken by Australia's
blind athletes.

Living in the athletes' village
in Barcelona required patient
perseverance because the lo­
gistics were very complicated.
There were long waits forbuses
to and from practice sites, a 10-
minute walk to meals and many
strict rules to observe. There
were unusual hazards too, like
getting knocked by speeding
wheelchairs. As the opening
and closing ceremonies were
very visual, Robyn missed a
lot. Nevertheless the noise and
the emotion was felt by all the
blind participants.

In the games village there
was a religious centre. Robyn
attended Bible sessions in the
English-speaking Protestant
section and appreciated these.
She found the constant press of
people around her rather too
much though, and missed quiet

times alone. Robyn felt aware
of God's presence with her, es­
pecially as she went into each
match.

Her church friends are not
surprised she coped so well
with the stresses of the games,
because she has impressed us
all as being a remarkable per­
son, strengthened by her faith.

Robyn's visual limitations
have not prevented her from
leading an unusually full and
busy life. In addition to her
regular work in the Camber­
well Library she serves on com­
mittees of voluntary organisa­
tions including Radio for the
Print Handicapped, the Aus­
tralian Blind Sports Federa­
tion, representing the Director
of the Australian Goalball As­
sociation, the Victorian Blind
Sports Association, the Victo­
rian Disabled Sports Advisory

Committee and the Melbourne
Branch of the National Federa- \
tion of Blind Citizens of Aus­
tralia, a self-help consumer
group. Her social and fitness
activities are gym and square
dancing.

Her lifestyle requires her to
travel a great deal on the public
transport system, about which
she has become very knowl­
edgeable, and can direct others
with confidence.

We all admire and love
Robyn, who has been a mem­
ber at Surrey Hills for 10 years,
attending regularly, giving Bi­
ble readings and serving com­
munion. She demonstrates her
love for children as a leader of
the Junior Good Companions
and takes her turn on the roster
for Koala Club for "littlies"
during sermon time.

—Gwen Pallot

New Minister
Jim Tillson for East Keilor
The East Keilor, Vic, church I
will enter a new chapter when I
Jim Tillson commences minis- ■
try in 1993. Jim and his wife Liz !
and sons Scott and David are
currently at the Glenelg, SA,
church, where Jim is in his final
year of ministry. Jim and Liz
also have a daughter, Fiona, ;
who is currently living in Syd­
ney.

Jim is a graduate of NSW
Theological College, Carling- |
ford, Sydney, and had student
ministries at Castle Hill (NSW)
and Padstow (NSW) prior to j

• Jim Tillson

his current ministry at Glenelg.
Jim is looking forward to

building on the Hodos initia­
tive now underway at East
Keilor as a means of reaching
out to meet the needs and heal
the hurt in the local commu­
nity. Jim believes that the
church should work with the
people in the local community
to meet their spiritual and
physical needs. Ministry for Jim
will be a combination of preach- !
ing and proclaiming the good '
news of the gospel and teach­
ing and equipping the church
members to use their talents in
ministry.

As the church looks forward
to a new ministry it also looks
back with thanks on the minis­
try of Ron Schepis. Ron has
been in ministry at East Keilor
sinceMarch 1990, during which
time he introduced the Hodos
program to thechurch. Ron and
his wife Jenny and children
Michael and Rachel will re­
turn to Sydney in 1993.
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Letters are limited to
200 words

The Gift of Life
To the Editor,

Australia's children deserve
the best Christmas we all can
give them.

This special time, remember­
ing Jesus Christ's birthday, the
miracle of God's love gift to us
all, is indeed a special time.

For so many precious, price­
less children the greatest gift of
all for them would be the gift
of life for their alcohol- or drug-
addicted father or mother to
give up their respective addic­
tions and to truly be the best
father or mother God intended
them to be to their children.

Spare precious thought for
the many children who will
sadly, tragically remember
Christmas 1992 minus one or
both because of divorce or
death including alcohol- and
drug-related deaths.

Spare another thought for the
many thousands of children
who would love to see a parent
made brand new by stopping
their drugs and drink addic­
tion and returning to be their
parent in the real sense of the
word.

My prayer to Jesus, on his
special day, is that so many,
many children will receive a
super-wonderful gift, that of a
father or mother returning to
them.

Please have a happy Christ-
centred Christmas.

—Dave Vincent
(Bidwell, NSW)

Blatant
Discrimination

To the Editor,
I am writing to express sur­

prise and disappointment.
In The Australian Christian of

21 November the Padstow
Church of Christ advertised for
a full-time minister. This ad­
vertisement is blatantly sexist
and discriminatory.

In the secular world, laws
: exist prohibiting this type of
| advertising and employment
! discrimination.

Churches are apparently ex-
; empt from these laws, but that
' fact does not make this adver-
I tising less offensive.
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In a denomination where
women are both educated and
ordained for employment as
ministers, it is possible that the
most highly qualified suitably
experienced, potential appli­
cant for this position would be
a woman.

The best candidate may be
an unmarried man.

Let's be done with tunnel
vision and operate in the grace
and freedom that Jesus Christ
offers.

—Nora Handasyde
(Montrose, Vic)

Sincere Thanks
To the Editor,

To all individuals, families
and groups who prayed so
faithfully for Allan's healing
and recovery during his recent
illness we offer our sincere
thanks.

We appreciated every ex­
pression of love—cards, phone
calls, meals, flowers and offers
of assistance.

Allan is home and gaining
strength every day.

We thank God for his mercy
and strength.

—Kath and Allan C. Male
and family

(Brisbane, Qld)

More on Kirkby-in-
Fumess

To the Editor,
I am gra teful to Ken Patterson

for his background information
on the church at Kirkby-in-
Fumess ("AC" 5 December). In
October 1990, my wife and I
and Cliff and Lorraine Hensby
from North Turramurra, NSW,
visited this church. The service
was a harvest festival (the first
such service I have attended in
40 years) and the guest preacher
was Orrell Battersby (who takes
up a ministry appointment in
Nambour, Qld, in 1993).

One of the Kirkby elders told
me that this church was de­
scended from an Independent
church originally established
(clandestinely, I gather) in an­
other location by one of Oliver
Cromwell's lieutenants. I recall
the late Alan Elliott, who re­
searched the origins of some of
the British churches telling me
that some Independent (Con­
gregational) churches adopted 

an immersionist position on
bap tism and that many of these
became Baptist churches but
some became Churches of
Christ.

The Kirkby church is located
some distance from the village
because of restrictions in ear­
lier times on non-conformist
churches setting up in compe­
tition with the Established
Church.

The existence of a cemetery
in Kirkb/s grounds is rather
unusual for Churches of Christ
and may itself reflect a differ­
ent tradition. William
Robinson, who is buried in the
cemetery was a great and nota­
ble theologian. He is credited
with trying to move our
churches from an emphasis on
the structure of New Testament

Christianity to recapturing its
spirit and essence.

We should, as Ken suggests
remember and visit churches'
like Kirkby.

We should also remember
the 20 or so other co-operative
Churches of Christ still func­
tioning in Great Britain and
who feel cut off from their sis­
terchurches overseas. Kenmore
graduate Ross Wissmann and
his wife Cheryl are endeavour­
ing to establish a church in
Sawbridgeworth, Herts, north­
east of London. Ross and
Cheryl are listed by our Over­
seas Mission Board as "affili­
ates" and would be glad of any
assistance we Aussies could
give them.

—H.E. Hayward
(Berowra, NSW)

Letters from Tertius

Promises, Promises,
Promises

To the Editor,
Withoutbeing too cynical it seems to me that whatever political

party is in power got there by making lots of promises, and
whatever party is in opposition keeps reminding them of the
promises they haven't kept.

But why pick on politicians? Does anyone keep all of their
promises these days? It appears that a third of us who promised
to stay together "until death us do part" will break our promises.
And who knows how many more will set aside the promise "to
keep thee only unto her/him"?

And we all feel frustrated when tradespeople promise to turn
up at a certain time and we stay in all day in vain, or when we are
told that a material is colourfast and the wash turns out a vivid
yellow.

I remember when our minister was inducted and the congrega­
tion stood and solemnly pledged their total support to him. At
least we all obediently read the high-sounding words on the
service paper. It was easier to join in than stay out. The same
applies to our annual teachers' dedication service when we stand
and promise our Sunday school teachers the world. I wonder
what would happen if our minister and- Sunday school staff
decided to sue us for breach of promise!

I suppose the most important promise I ever made in my life
was when, before being baptised, I solemnly accepted Jesus
Christ as my Lord and Saviour. I realise that that was tantamount
to promising him that I would let him get on with saving me,
because I hadn't been doing much of a job of saving myself up to
that point. And now I have to confess that in spite of my promise
I find all sorts of ways of frustrating his attempts to save me from
some of the things that must make me a "pain in the neck" to my
nearest and dearest and some of those who ha ve to work with me.

Yours unpromisingly/
Tertius
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People

Powerful! Weaidhieir Moimtrose Ministry
Dr T.G. Benjamin in Victoria

0 Cliff Warmbrunn, Dale White, Tom and Beverly Benjamin,
Stephen Templeton, Mike Janssen, Wayne Allen and Jim
Cunningham

The Leonard P. and Dorothy
Warmbrunn Memorial Lec­
tureship provided the focus
and opportunity for the visit of
DrTom Benjamin and his wife,
Beverly, to Victoria over the
weekend 23-25 October. In
Melbourne, Dr Benjamin led a
seminar for ministers working
in team relationships. He
shared his own insights and
experience of working in a team
of 10 people at the Light of the
World Christian Church,
Indianapolis. The presentation
was followed by general dis­
cussion and questions.

In the evening Dr Benjamin
delivered the Warmbrunn Me­
morial Lectureship. Both events
were held at the Nunawading
church. Following the lecture a
panel consisting of Mike
Folland, Alan Hirsch, Lynette
Leach and Ron Elboume raised
questions and issues for dis­
cussion with Dr Benjamin on a
range of issues centred on evan­
gelism and the mission of the
church.

ference President, expressed
appreciation.

The Berwick church was host
■ to Dr Benjamin as the guest

preacher for the Sunday morn­
ing service. In the evening Dr
Benjamin was the preacher at a
combined Ballarat churches
sendee held in tire Regent Thea­
tre.

Just on 700 participated in
the service, which ran concur­
rently with the cinemas in the
same theatre complex. Mike
Janssen led the worship and
praise, and Beverly Benjamin
sang a solo unaccompanied.
Other Ballarat ministers par­
ticipated in the service.

Dr Benjamin's deep convic­
tions about the Gospel and
powerful preaching style pro­
vid ed a great climax to the even t
and his visit to both Wol­
longong and Victoria.

Stephen Templeton liaised
with the Vic-Tas Department.
of Mission, Education and De­
velopment in arrangements for
Dr Benjamin's visit to Ballarat.

Houstons coming January
The church at Montrose, Vic,
are eagerly awaiting the arrival
of theirnew minister John Hou­
ston, who, together with his
wife Jane and children David,
Michael, Janine and Natalie,
will move into the manse late
in January. John will be in­
ducted into the ministry at
Montrose on 31 January.

John graduated from Ken­
more Christian College,
Queensland, in 1989 with a
Bachelor of Theology and Di­
ploma of Ministry, and has been
ministering with the church at
Camp Hill, Brisbane, over the
last three years. During this
time John has led Old Testa­
ment studies in conjunction
with Kenmore College, and
undertaken postgraduatestud­

ies in counselling. John and Jane
have conducted Marriage En­
richment courses at Camp Hill.
John also holds a Diploma of
Nursing and Post-Grad in Psy­
chiatric Nursing. Jane com­
pleted her second year in Di­
ploma of Ministry this year.

The church at Montrose has
been without a senior minister
since July this year, when Neil
Galbraith left to take up a min­
istry with the church at
Belmont, Vic. The elders, to­
gether with student ministers
David Akesson and Robyn
Walsh, have maintained the
areas of ministry and outreach
of the church, including sup­
port for the new work in the
Upper Yarra area.

—Eunice Reidy

• Jane and John Houston with David, Natalie, Janine and
Michael

The aim of the Warmbrunn
Lectureship is to further the
work of evangelism in the life
of the church and the Confer­
ence through discussion and
reflection on evangelism issues.
Dr Benjamin's commitment to
evangelism and his vision for
the church were strongly ex­
pressed in his remarks and the
subsequent discussion. Ted
Keating, senior minister at
Nunawading, chaired the
meeting and George Warren,
the Victorian-Tasmanian Con­

10 Jan
17 Jan
24 Jan
31 Jan

THE SUMMER SHOW AT SEVEN
at Cheltenham Church of Christ

HOPE “UNDER SIEGE”
Gerald Rose projects HOPE

for “Ordinary People” in troubled times

"BASIC INSTINCT’
"RISKY BUSINESS"
"BACK TO THE FUTURE"

The First Step—Directing Your Tomorrow
The Next and Biggest Step
Stepping Back to Go Forward

"THATS (MORE THAN) ENTERTAINMENT’ Previewing the Big Picture
4 Chesterville Rd, Cheltenham 
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Media Review

Books
With Love,
at Christmas
by Mem Fox, illustrations
by Fay Plamka (Lutheran
Publishing House) $18.95

Mem Fox (best-selling au­
thor of Possum Magic) has
treated the whole family this
Christmas with a delightful
new book With Love, at
Christmas. The story of Mrs
Cavallaro and her kindness
and generosity will touch a
chord in young and old
alike, and should challenge
all of us about our concepts
of giving as we lead up to
Christmas. The story is en­

hanced and given that touch of reality with Fay Plamka's beauti­
ful watercolour-look illustrations.

I appreciated the fact that the main character Mrs Cavallaro
was of Italian heritage—a refreshing change from an Anglo-
Saxon mould. My children (two and five) identified well with the
situation of need—an African famine, poverty and unemploy­
ment—that Mrs Cavallaro tried to remedy.

Overall, I found this story challenging and relevant to our
times, packaged in a way that children and adults alike will enjoy.

—Jenny Schepis

Rivers in the
Desert
Meditations and Prayers for
Refreshment
Edited by Rowland Croucher
(Albatross Books) $22.95

This is the third in a series
edited by Rowland Croucher.
The book is divided into 52
sections, with each section
contributed by a different
author. Four themes are taken
through the book: provision
and growth, direction and
hope, barrenness and despair,
and the transformed life.

I found it to be a stimulat­
ing devotional book, with
ample material to meditate
upon for each week. Each con­
tributor gives Bible readings
and their own reflections on 

the theme, then gives quotes from other authors, together with a
closing prayer.

With such a diversity from the different writers, many of whose
I material I had never read previously, I found myself being

continually challenged by their thoughts.
There is a freshness about it as a devotional book, and with its

; variety of contributors, it would meet the needs of people with a
! diversity of theological backgrounds.
i It is recommended as a suitable alternative to other devotional
i aids, can be used in a number of different ways—daily, weekly on

a retreat—and would certainly make an excellent gift.
—Barry Rice

Common Wealth for
the Common Good
A Statement on the Distribution of
Wealth in Australia
by the Australian Catholic Bishops'
Conference (CollinsDove) $12.95

Common Wealth for the Common
Good has been prepared by the Aus­
tralian Catholic Bishop's Conference,
with the assistance of the Bishop's
Committee for Justice Development
and Peace. It is the result of a five-
year consultative process conducted
by the bishops, exploring the distri­
bution of wealth in Australia.

The statement is divided into three
parts. Part I gives the background
and focus for the statement, Part II

explores the issues of wealth and poverty in Australia today and
makes recommendations toward a more just distribution of
wealth and Part III looks toward the future with a call to action for
all Christians.

Along with the recommendations the book contains an excel­
lent glossary of economic terms. There is also a selected bibliog­
raphy to help those who wish to follow up on the material with
further reading and a discussion guide to help churches and
groups fully explore the recommendations of this book.

Common Wealth for the Common Good raises some very impor­
tant queries about economic rationalism and the hold it has on
current economic thinking in Australia. It raises the questions of
justice in society, the distribution of wealth and how Christians
should be making that a priority when discussing how society
should be operated. Not all the recommendations would be
agreed to by all the church but nevertheless they need to be
discussed and argued about so that we can help to influence
economic thinking in Australia to be more "Christian".

Common Wealth for the Common Good should be available in all
Roman Catholic bookshops and these are located in all capital
cities. —CRA
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News

Manmimai
McDunmiftainmi
Exjpeirieinice
Wiradjuri Ugullu
walkabout
Cec Grant, pastor of the Albury
Koori Church, recently con­
ducted a young men's walka­
bout in the bush near
Condobolin, NSW.

17 young men and boys, be­
tween the ages of 7-17, attended
thecultural learning experience
at Manna Mountain, a signifi­
cant Wiradjuri site.

Four other adult men (Ivan
Williams, of Wagga Wagga,
Reg Lawrence, Darren Wil­
liams and Bob Whybrow) at­
tended and enjoyed the three-
day exercise. Their aim was to
teach the young men that there
are many things in their cul­
ture that are good and worth
retaining and developing and
thereby instilling some sense
of pride in their traditional her­
itage.

Cec says there are many Abo­
rigines caught in a cultural
limbo and struggling to cope
with the vacuum.

Cec's grandfather was
amongst the last of the initiated
Wiradjuri men. His was the
magpie dance and Cec was
moved and proud to see six of
his grandfather's descendants
performing theirinterpretation
of the karrugang (magpie)
dance on the Wiradjuri site.

—Betty Bantow

Lectureship
Honouring a principal

• E.L. Williams

° Magpie dance on Manna Mountain

Two dinners were held, at
Mulgrave and Boronia, to
launch the E.L. Williams Lec­
tureship in Christian Thought
and History. 75 were present at
Mulgrave and 40 at Boronia.

The lectureship is designed
to honour E.L. Williams, who,
as Principal of the College of
the Bible between 1944 and
1973, gave vigorous leadership
to Churches of Christ in Aus­
tralia. While he lectured in most
subjects offered at the college
over the course of his princi­
palship, Lyall Williams' par­
ticular academic interests were
theology, including moral the­
ology, and Churches of Christ
witness and history. The lec­
tureship seeks to honour his
contribution in these areas and
to ensure that continuing at­
tention is given to such critical
issues.

Alf White, a student and later
colleague of E.L. Williams,
highlighted his contribution to
the development of the college
and to the ethos of Churches of

H.G. Harward, A.R. Main and
T.H. Scambier.

The meals provided at
Mulgrave and Boronia by
Eileen Graham and Lola
Wardle and their teams of vol­
unteers and the items brought
by Christine Sharpe added to
the enjoyment of the occasions.
The college is grateful to the
church at Boronia for the use of
their buildings for the second
of the dinners and for the par­
ticipation of the Boronia mem­
bers in preparation for the
evening. The college also ap­
preciated the management of
the audio system at Mulgrave
by Kathy Gluyas.

With the E.L. Williams Lec­
tureship in Christian Thought
and History now launched, the
college would love to hear from
any who wish to contribute fi­
nancially to the lectureship. The
college is hoping to develop a
capital fund. Ifyou want to play
your part in helping establish
the lectureship, please write to
Marg Goddard or Clive Ward 

at the college, PO Box 629,
Mulgrave North 3170, or phone
them on (03) 790 1000.

Children
Take Over

’ Bright future
’ The children of the Tugger-
: anong, ACT, church took over

the morning service on 29 No-
; vember. The Christian Endeav-
| our group, under the very ca­

pable direction of Julie
Mortimer, led the congregation
through "Wonderful Words"

I of God in the Bible.
Ian McGregor introduced

1 the theme, followed by Jason
I Francis, who spoke about the
1 Ten Commandments, followed

by Kieran and Patrick Brown,
reciting "A Ten Command­
ments Rhyme". Christopher
McDonald then informed the

i congregation about the 23rd
I Psalm, with Heather
; Macdonald reciting the Psalm
: from memory.

Steven Francis talked very
informatively about the Beati-

i tudes, followed by Robbie
Macdonald speaking about

I John 3:16 (which Yvette
Herbert recited). The entire

■ group then sang "Jesus, My
I Saviour Will Love Me Forever"

to the familiar "Chopsticks".
Julie Mortimer then pre­

sented the children with their
well-earned and much-de­
served awards. To finish, young
Oliver Marsh closed in prayer.

The future of the church and
1 our community looks very

bright indeed with children
■ such as these as our future lead-
I ers. —Chrissie Macdonald

Christ by drawing attention to
what he termed E.L.'s five-fin­
ger exercise in Christian disci­
pleship. This involved loyalty,
compassion, trusteeship,
ecumenism and leadership in
ministry.

Greg Elsdon, who will take
over as principal of the college
at the beginning of 1993, em­
phasised the fact that the col­
lege, though located on a dif­
ferent site and with a different
name, continues the tradition
of E.L. Williams, who himself
built on foundations laid by • Children taking the service atTuggeranong
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INNER FAITH TIK^VEtL
Nationwide Christian Travel Agency

THE 1993 EASTER PILGRIMAGE TO THE [rOOELV LAKJE)
3 April-19 April

This tour promises to be extremely interesting as we
will visit most of the important Christian sites in the
Middle East. Pastor Tom and Julie Ede invite you to
join us for this tour of a lifetime featuring:

TURKEY: The Seven Churches of Revelation
GREECE: Island cruise to Samos, Patmos & Athens
ISRAEL: Easter Sunrise Services at Garden Tomb &

Complete Study Tour of Israel

Mount of Olives. Garden of Gethsemane. Golden
Gate. Western Wall. Temple Mount. Dome of Rock.
Citadel of David. Upper Room. Bethlehem. Church of
the Nativity. Shepherds Field. Rachel’s Tomb. Home
of John the Baptist. Holocaust Memorial. Ceasarea.
Herod’s Palace. Mt Carmel. Elijah’s Cave. Nazareth.
Cana. Meggido Valley where Armageddon will take
place. Tiberias and the Sea of Galilee. Capernaum.
Synagogue ruins where Jesus performed miracles.

Peter’s house. Mount of Beatitudes.

TOLL. FREE O©Si
AON C IO M3 316 Lc fto 261

Qld National Office PO Box 377, Ashmore 4214 Phone (075) 97 2577 Toll Free 008 074 426 Fax (075) 97 1577
Victoria Office Suite 2, Unit 15,79 Centre Dandenong Ro, Dingley 3172 Phone (03) 551 7266 Toll Free 008 339 539 Fax (03) 551 7506
SA Office PO Box 777, Glenside 5065 Phone (08) 364 3877 Toll Free 008 182 195 Fax (08) 364 3846

Happenings
Two new Christian TV pro­
grams are being broadcast
on Sunday mornings. The
Sydney ChristianTelevision
Association program is
called "Spirited Australian".
The compere is Jay Bacik of
the Northside Community
Church, who has a line-up
ofwell-known personalities
as his guests. His initial pro­
gram on Channel 9 at 6.30
am featured entertainer
Bobby Limb. "Solid Rock"
on Channel 7 at 6 am is
produced by Sonshine FM
in Perth in association with
TVW7 and the Christian
Television Association. Pro­
ducer Arthur Muhl intro­
duces each of the Christian
music videos and then the
professionalism of the mu­
sicians takes over.

A Uniting Church couple
in Victoria have donated
their entire superannua­
tion payout to establish a
centre to assist the work
of the Christmas Bowl
through solidarity, justice

: and development educa­
tion. The new centre will
play an important role in

i enabling a better under- ■ 

standing within the ecu­
menical community of the
situation facing Third
World churches. The cen­
tre, which is located in
the heart of Melbourne,
houses both the Victorian
office of World Christian
Action/Australian Council
of Churches and the Vic­
torian Council of
Churches.

The Bahai faith now claims
5 million followers world­
wide, an increase of 1.5
million in the last 6years. Its
leaders have declared Haifa,
Israel, to be the Bahai
"Mecca", and members are
expected to make at least
one pilgrimage.

The Associated Churches
of Christ in New Zealand
have broken with tradi­
tion and held a conven­
tion focusing on prepar­
ing its churches for minis­
try. Chairman Quinn Ship­
per says normally the
church has a conference
each year, but it has now
decided to hold a conven­
tion every otheryear. The
first convention, in Nel­

son, featured workshops
on issues like children in
the church, ethnic minis­
try, communications and
missions.

The Lower House of the
Spanish Parliament ap­
proved on 17 September
an agreement giving evan­
gelical churches affiliated
with the Evangelical Reli­
gious Entities of Spain or­
ganisation the same legal
status as the Roman Catho­
lic church.They will now be
eligible for tax exemptions
and Protestant ministers
may now serve as chaplains
in the military and receive
social security benefits. It
will also allow schools to
provide religious instruction
to Protestant students and
evangelical churches can
now establish their own
accredited high schools and
universities.

Three of Brazil's military
police have been jailed for
beating up a Youth With
A Mission missionary who
was one of a group of 11
workers ministering to
homeless and abandoned 

street children in Belo
Hoizonte, the fourth larg­
est city in the country.

The Israeli Supreme Court
has upheld a 1989 decision
that said that people born
Jews who express belief in
jesus as Messiah are not
considered Jewish under the
1950 Immigration Act or
Law of Return and may not
hold Israeli citizenship.
This makes such people in­
eligible to emigrate to Israel
and threatens the citizen­
ship of those who have ar­
rived in Israel since Decem­
ber 1989. It affects thou­
sands of Jewish-born
Messianic Jews who observe
Jewish holidays and dietary
laws but believe Jesus is the
Messiah.

A series of posters featur­
ing several of New Zea­
land's sports personalities
has been produced to help
promote Bible reading.
The stars, all known Chris­
tians and keen Bible read­
ers, include rugby union
players Michael Jones,
Eroni Clarke and Timo
Tangaloa, footballer

Wynton Rufer, netballer
Ana Noovao and swim­
mer Anthony Mosse. The
posters were produced by
the Bible Society in con­
junction with mission or­
ganisation Sports Out­
reach.

A recent Callup survey has
found that the great major­
ity of Americans (78% of
men, 86% of women, 85%
of Protestants and 93% of
Evangelicals) believe that
divine guidance influences
their daily decisions.

Military Intelligence offi­
cials in the southern Phil­
ippines city of Zamboanga
say they have uncovered
a radical Muslim "hit list"
that reportedly calls for
the assassination of 15
Protestant and Catholic
missionaries in the region,
two of whom have already
been killed, according to
sources in Manila. Thefirst
two names on the list in­
clude slain Italian Catho­
lic priest, Fr Salvatore
Carzedda and Protestant
radio preacher ReV
Gregorio Hapalla.
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. . World News

AHU H Wsumttedl for Christmas
Mission in Fiji
It was in December 1991 that
Jeff May and Peter Clegg went
to Fij i on behalf of the Churches
of Christ Overseas Mission
Board. While there they sub­
mitted an application for a work
permit for Peter.

It has been a year since the
first application: a year for Pe­
ter and Vivienne Clegg and
family that has seen them wait­
ing in Portland, Vic, waiting in
Sydney where Peter was able
to complete his Bachelor of
Theology degree and waiting
in Vanuatu where the family
has been involved in ministry
with Churches of Christ.

It has been a year for the
board of waiting, and while
waiting there have been nu­
merous phone calls, letters, dis­

appointments and encourage­
ments. One way that we were
encouraged was by the prayer
support and financial support
of churches and individuals
since 1990.

It has been a year for John
and Valerie Main of waiting
for some direction concerning
their own future plans. The
Mains have been appointed by
the board to go to Fiji after the
Cleggs have been there forsome
time, possibly at the beginning
of 1994.

It has been a year of waiting
for Dr Mark Gallagher in Fiji,
where he has been busy as a
lecturer at the Pacific Theo­
logical College and also has
been following up letters and
visiting people in Suva on our 

behalf. It has also been a year of
waiting and assisting where
possible for Fr Harry Simione,
of the Fijian Council of
Churches, who supported our
application.

It has been a year of prayer,
confident that God would con­
tinue the work he had begun.

With the response to our lat­
est application expected early
this month, I found myself
thinking that all I wanted for
Christmas was a work permit
for Peter Clegg. My Christmas
present came early, with news
on 7 December that approval
has been given for a work per­
mit for an initial period of one
year.

We give thanks to God for
lais faithfulness.

Nhew Day for Cammfecodlia
Christian Care for Cambodia
In September 1992 in Mel­
bourne a new mission—Chris-

■"tian Care for Cambodia—was
constituted. This is an Austral­
ian, interdenominational, co­
operative mission, which grew
from the desire of Cambodian
Christians, now resident in
Australia, to help in the rebuild­
ing of their land and to share
the gospel with their own peo­
ple in Cambodia.

Cambodian Christian
Community

Cambodian Christian Com­
munity began in Melbourne in
1981, with a small group of peo­
ple who were committed to 

helping Cambodian refugees
settle in Australia and reaching
them with the gospel. Over the
years it has grown to a much
larger organisation with an
ongoing ministry to Cambo­
dian Christians and to the wider
Cambodian community in Aus­
tralia.

There are also Cambodian
Christian Communities in Syd­
ney, Adelaide and Perth, and
these are all linked together
through the national organisa­
tion—Cambodian Christian
Community Australia. Over
the years the members of the
community have consistently
prayed for Cambodia and its 

Boronia Church of Christ, 7.30 pm, Saturday, 6 March 1993
Supper provided

Enquiries: R. & L. Wardle (03) 729 8237

Gordon and Lesley
Stirling

An evening of tribute for their
ministries in Australia and

New Zealand

people, and whenever possible
have given material aid and
shared the gospel with people
in Cambodia and in the refu­
gee camps in Thailand.

Discussion with some mis­
sions and churches in Australia
during the last few years has
culminated in the formation of
Christian Care for Cambodia.
Prior to 1970 there were very
few Christians in Cambodia,
and during the Pol Pot regime
most of these were killed. After
Vietnam invaded Cambodia in
1979 a few of the remaining
Christians escaped to Thailand.
Many Cambodians first heard
the gospel and became Chris­
tians during their stay in the
refugee camps. Most of these
people were either resettled in
other countries or are now re­
turning to Cambodia under the
United Nations resettlement
plan. The few existing churches
in Cambodia are small groups
of new believers meeting in
house churches, mostly with­
out denominational affiliation.
Cambodian Australians are
anxious that people should not
be confused by a multiplicity
of missions.

Working Together
Cambodian Australians

hope that missions will work 

• Peter Clegg

Peter, Vivienne, Adam,
Carla, Whitney and Jesse
Clegg will leave for Fiji next
month. Your continued
prayerful support and encour­
agement will be appreciated.

—Julie Trinnick

together to take the gospel,
rather than denominationalism
to Cambodia, and to this end
invite churches and missions
in Australia to join Christian
Care for Cambodia. It is antici­
pated that within the coming
year there will be a field direc­
torin Phnom Penh and the first
workers in government-ap­
proved church and community
projects.

Christian Care for
Cambodia Board
Members

The members of the board
are Howard Barclay, Gwen
Coventry, Sambath Ear, Bill
Graham, Oeun Lim, Brian
Massey, Charles Olsen, Chris
Pittendrigh, Bruce Rumbold,
Winston Ussher, Ian Webber
and Bill Welsh.

They represent Australian
Baptist Missionary Society,
Asia Pacific Christian Mis­
sion, Cambodian Christian
Community, Church Mission­
ary Society, Missionary Avia­
tion Fellowship, and World
Vision.

Members of the board would
welcome the opportunity to i
talk with missions, churches
and individuals who are inter- '
ested in hearing more about

I Christian Care for Cambodia.
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News

Ministering to Needs
Crash course in the Philippines
You don't creep up on Manila.
Manila hits you with heat, hu­
midity, incessant traffic snarls
and noise, and more people per
square metre than you would
see in Myers just before Christ­
mas. You feel the impact of
these as soon as you leave the
airport. My two-week "crash
course" on the life of Manila
and Metro Manila was a mild
introduction into the nature of
poverty in the Third World.
Immediately you became
aware of the strange mixture of
cultures, the blending of Asian,
Spanish and American influ­
ences. (One writer likened it to
400 years of a convent (the
Spanish influence) and 40 years
of Hollywood.) Religious
hoardings decorate the thou­
sands of polluting vehicles,
buildings and businesses.
There are more religious stick­
ers on cars than you would see 

in Texas. Yet, while religion is
built into the culture of this
country, so it seems poverty
and corruption are too.

It was inspiring to meet so
many Christians seeking to
improve their country in dif­
ferent ways and at different lev­
els. The social action programs
of the Roman Catholic Church
and the Philippines Council of
Churches have had, and are
having a strong influence on
politics, and there are definite
moves to reduce the corrup­
tion and pollution that seems
to bedevil the Philippines.
There are many brave people
in the history of the Christian
church in the Philippines who
have given their lives in past
decades in the face of oppres­
sion.

I was invited to the Philip­
pines by International Needs,
whose ministry in the vast 

sprawling areas of Manila and
Metro Manila seems so small
in the light of the huge prob­
lems. Under the leadership of
Rev Paul Mortiz the group is
underpowered to address the
huge issues facing their coun­
try, but they are empowered to
minister to small individual
families, encouraging educa­
tion and teaching basic skills
such as sewing to women to
enable them to rise above the
poverty cycle. International
Needs in their ministries do not
separate the ideals of social con­
cern and evangelism, but blend
them in an effective way.

As in the Western world, a
resurgence of church planting
and church growth is occur­
ring outside the established
churches and many of these
small, independent congrega­
tions are growing beyond their
resources in terms of skills,
leadership and buildings. One
of my main tasks with Interna­
tional Needs was to address a
conference of pastors, most 

from these independent
churches, to share insights into
basic church administration
and growth principles. So many
of these basic concepts are
transferable to these unstruc­
tured and enthusiastic
churches. I was inspired by
their keenness to learn and their
willingness to adapt some ef­
fective Western ideas to their
own church scene. I found the
dedication of many of these
young ministers inspiring for
me personally.

So much to do, so few people
to do it, and so limited resources
in hand. So many levels to
tackle. It would be very easy
for the Christian church in the
Philippines to be discouraged
by the enormity of the task.
Thank God that some, at differ­
ent levels and in different ways,
continue to minister for the
Gospel. Pray for the likes of the
Rev Paul Mortiz and his col­
leagues in ministry with Inter­
national Needs.

—Ted Keating

Eventful Year
Victorian Aborigines news
1992 has been quite an eventful
year for the Vic-Tas Aborigi­
nes Mission Department. In
March we had the month-long
deputation from FAB, compris­
ing Avon and Deslee Moyle
and Frank and Rose Johnson
and in August we celebrated
the 50th birthday of the AMD.

Then came the retirement of
Bruce Alcom and Lance Fisher,
two well-known stalwarts of
mission work and after confer­
ence a new committee headed 

will be on an invalid pension
from now on and Dennis will
receive a carer's pension. They
will remain as associate work­
ers of FAB.

Pastor Cecil Grant of the
Albury-Wodonga Koori
Church, and his wife, Laurel,
have been able to make a great
deal of use of the 4-berth cara­
van provided for theiroutreach
ministry. It has also provided a
home for them at various con­
ventions throughout the east-

Cec Grant making good use of the caravanby Harold Taylor as chairman,
Malcolm Anderson secretary­
treasurer and Alan Carr as fed­
eral representative. New mem-

• bers to the committee are Ruth
’ Rackemann, Graeme Wood-
1 ward and Stan Bannon.

Sadly, Dennis and Wilma
Jetta will be leaving Moo-

• roopna, Vic, church on 7 De-
; cember. Dennis will conduct

his last service, a baptismal, on
• 6 December. Their intention is
j to move back to WA and settle,

and serve, in Katanning.
I Wilma's health is so bad she
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em states.
A fair amount of illness has

been experienced among the
workers in the field in 1992 but
there have been bright times as
well.

Sonny and Frances Graham
enjoyed their son Russell's
wedding in October and Rose
and Frank Johnson are rejoic­
ing over 10 rededications in
Bunbury.

Roelands Village is very
busy with steers and heifers
bringing good prices.

—Betty Bantow

SELECT USED CARS
49 Bond Street, Ringwood 3134

Telephone (03) 879 4004
Contact Ken if you are looking for

a used car or need to rent one
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Preview

WUn® Hs
Tert ins?
At Last...

TDne Anns weir £
A.jE. White

T
he question has been
asked of me hundreds
of times, far more than

any other question... "Who is
Tertius?"

I had a lot of practice not
answering. For some reason I
was a suspect and was often
openly accused.

I would have been delighted
to plead guilty, but couldn't.
Folk kept at me, with a know­
ing, "Come on, you can tell us"
look in their eyes. We even
thought of restricting visitors
because some of them sniffed
around seeking clues that
would reveal my duplicity.
Beverley was also considered a
possible Tertius. Visitors even
looked suspiciously at our
cocker spaniel, especially after
Millie, President Bush's look-
alike spaniel in that other White
House, was alleged to have
written a book.

One expert in literary style
told me that he had clearly iden­
tified four different writers of
"Letters from Tertius". He was
wrong! There was and is only
one, and I'm here to tell you
who he is!

The first "Letter" came to my
Editor's desk in 1966, and his

Have you thought of helping

“The Australian Christian”
In Its ministry among
Churches of Christ?

Why not Include us In your will?
The following wording could be used
in your will:
I give and bequeath $  (or a
percentage of the total estate) to
“The Australian Christian”, the na­
tional Journal of Churches of Christ
In Australia, absolutely for the use
and benefit of the organisation free
from all debts, funeral and tes­
tamentary expenses.

writings have turned up regu­
larly ever since. He was not a
reincarnation of the bloke who
wrote for Paul in the New Tes­
tament (Romans 16:22). That
first Tertius wrote for nothing,
which is exactly the same pay­
ment the second Tertius has
received for 26 years in the
"Christian".

Strange as it may seem, the
first Tertius was thought by
some to be hiding his true iden­
tity. It was probably Silas, but I
can imagine a lot of characters
wandering around the firstcen-
tury asking what folk are ask­
ing in the 20th: "Who is
Tertius?"

Ask no longer! All is re­
vealed! Tertius has written a
book, called (what else?) Life of
Tertius.

The book tells all: his origins,
his family, his ramblings, his
conflicts, his romance, his
church, his hopes, his
faith...and his name.

It is a must-read book, con­
tinuing to do what he has done
so well, shining the torch of
wisdom, humour, subtlety and
pathos on the life and times of
ordinary people.

He knows the folk you sit
next to in church and writes of
their courage, achievements,
struggles against adversity, tri­
umphs, failures, insights, and
even their stupidities.

I recommend Life of Tertius
without reservation. It is read­
able, rereadable, and, after an
appropriate time, very
lendable.

It also answers that question:
"Who is Tertius?" but as I was
the one who first introduced
him to readers of the "AC" it is
my right and my privilege to
tell you who he is. His name is

You may be their

ffife Mgamas
These children are

desperate. You can help
one of them right now

DANIEL was bom in the Kisii District of
Kenya's South Nyanza Province. He comes
from a Christian family of six children and
his father is dead. His mother tries to care
for her children by growing maize, beans,
potatoes and cassava but she never earns
enough to feed, clothe and educate them. 
The child was brought to the CCF project by
a local chief.

Six-year-old JOSEPH was bom in Lusaka,
Zambia. Bothparents are livingbutdivorced.
The father has since stopped caring for the
children. Joseph is the youngest of the three
children who are being supported by their
mother who works as a cook. This type of
work provides a meagre income - barely
enough to keep the family. Joseph's mother
takes them to the nearby church where they
practise their faith.

SYLIVIA was bom in the Kampala District
of Uganda. She has a brother and sister.
Her father has died, leaving her mother
struggling to care for the family. She earns
a living selling bananas in the market but
she is still not able to feed, clothe and
educate her children. The family is hoping
for support from caring Christians, so that
this year's Christmas may be a special one.

For just S25/month you will provide a child with nutritious
meals, health care, and an education. Founded in 1938, CCF is one
of the world's largest child care organisations supporting more than
650,000 children in developing countries, regardless of race, sex or
religious beliefs. CCF guarantees at least 80c in every dollar directly
benefits your child & their community. Sponsorship is tax deductible.

JYes I want to sponsor (please circle) Daniel - Joseph - Sylivia. "I
■ Enclosed is my cheque / money order for my first sponsorship gift of “
| $25 or please debit my (please circle) Bankcard/ Mastercard / Visa |

Signed
Expiry Date

SurnameFirst Name 

Address   
  P/C Ph (-

Christian Children’s Fund of Australia
159 Kent Street SYDNEY NSW 2000
FREEPHONE. 008 023 600 acwm
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College Graduations

• Mulgrave

Rewarding
Year
The 1992 CCTC Graduation
Service, combined with the
National Conference's Ordina­
tion Service, attracted an over­
flow crowd (in excess of800) to
Blackman Hall in Hawthorn,
Vic, on 13 November. It was a
night of inspiration, challenge
and celebration. 19 students
graduated: one with the one-
year Certificate in Christian
Studies, one with the two-year
Associate Diploma in Minis­
terial Studies, one with the

CCTC
Graduands
Graduate Diploma of Min­
istry .-Bruce Anderson, Paul
Burnham, Louis Clun, Jack
Edwards, Graham Lawrie,
Keith Milne and Barry
Ryall.
Certificate in Christian Stud­
ies: Lynette Armstrong.
Associate Diploma in Min­
isterial Studies: Stuart
Rutter.
Associate Diploma in Pas­
toral Care: Wendy McKay.
Associate Diploma in Lay
Ministry: Robert Leane.
Among the graduating stu­
dents were two women and
seven men who were also
ordained as Churches of
Christ ministers.
Diploma in Ministerial 

two-year Associate Diploma
in Pastoral Studies, one with
the one-year Associate Di­
ploma in Lay Ministry, one
with the two-year Diploma in
Ministerial Studies, eight with
the four-yearDiploma in Min­
istry and seven with the Gradu­
ate Diploma of Ministry.

The quality and maturity of
the diploma graduates were
reflected in their challenging
responses and reflections on
four years of study and per­
sonal and spiritual develop­
ment. Using the imagery of
leaving their boa ts behind, they
highlighted the cost of their
response to the impelling de­
mand of God upon their lives

Studies: Julie Adam (called
to Surrey Hills, Vic).
Diploma in Ministry: Tony
Armstrong (Dianella WA),
Bev Burgan (Whyalla, SA),
Mark Butler (Mitcham, Vic),
Ron Chapman (Devonport,
Tas), Gerry Doyle (ITIM,
Vic), Jim Longbottom (Box
Hill, Vic), Ken Perrin (Foun­
tain Gate, Vic), John Sharpe
(Ring-wood, Vic).
Also ordained, on the rec­
ommendation of the Vic-Tas
Department of Ministry,
were Louis Clun (Marybor-
ough/St Arnaud, Vic) and
Calvin Ma (Swanston
Street, Vic).
Julie Simpson, who gradu­
ated from CCTC in 1989, was
also ordained. She has been
called toa jointministry with
her husband at Southern
Churches of Christ Circuit,
SA.

and the exciting vision each had
for the ministries to which they
were called.

During his welcome the
Chairman, Dr John Bailey, an­
nounced the resignation of
Principal Dr Keith Bowes, who
earlier in the year had suffered
a heart attack. He reported that
Greg Elsdon will commence
as principal from the begin­
ning of 1993, one year earlier
than previously announced. He
also advised those gathered of
the resignation of Harvey
Miller as Campbell Edwards
Lecturer in Pastoral Studies.
Harvey is to take up a new
position as Director of the
Latrobe Valley Family Re­
source Centre, working with
disadvantaged families.

Reviewing 1992, Dr Bowes
referred to a difficult but re­
warding year and spoke with
confidence about the beginning
of a new era at CCTC. The col­
lege board anticipates announc­
ing new faculty appointments
early in 1993.

In his occasional address en­
titled "People of the Story", Dr
Kevin Yelverton, minister of
the Aberdeen Street Baptist
Church in Geelong, addressed
the graduands and ordinands.
He challenged them, saying,
"Congregations sense in you
God's gift to them to be their
tour guides on their spiritual
journey. You have been set
apart tonight for a special task,
to facilitate a listening, attend­
ing stance towards the Word of
God within the congregation.
You are to help the congrega­
tion to discern the voice of God
amidst the clamour of voices
that demand attention. Congre­

• Procession at CCTC graduation
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gations, and individual Chris­
tians, want to hear the s till small
voice of God."

While the graduation serv­
ice was a time of celebration
and praise, the ordination serv­
ice led by Clive Ward, National
President, was a more solemn
occasion, in which ordinands
were reminded of the meaning
of ordination and the signifi­
cance of their calling. As repre­
sentatives of the churches, se­
lected from South Australia,
Victoria and the ACT, laid their
hands upon the ordinands, a
hush fell over the congrega­
tion. Appropriately at that
point, Christine Sharpe sang
"Holy Spirit Come".

° Carlingford

Juslbillee
CeKdbirsiO®]!!
The Golden Jubilee Year of the
NSW College has been a busy
and exciting one. It began in
March with the graduates' din­
ner and the garden party at
which the Jubilee Buildingwas
opened. The fitting conclusion
was a wonderful, well-attended
graduation service held in the
auditorium of the Wesley Cen­
tral Mission.

Graduation was a time of real
celebration as the achievements
of the 12 graduating students
were recognised. Peter
Richardson and Warren Seip
(Telopea,NSW) wereawarded
the Honours Diploma of Min­
istry. Others to receive their
Diploma of Ministry were Paul
DeWildt (Menai, NSW), Duk
Kwan Kim (Rockdale, NSW),
Ian Jones, Keith Morgan
(Thornleigh, NSW), Leigh
Orton (Ourimbah, NSW),
Michael Parker (Engadine,
NSW), Tom Quinlivan
(Nollamara, WA), Eul-Shik
Seo (Carlingford Korean,
NSW) and Scott Vawser.
Ru vena Fung received the one-
year Certificate of Church Lead­
ership.

A number of these students
also completed the require­
ments for the award of the Bach
elor of Theology from
ney College of Divinity. They
were Ian Jones, Duk K'va

19 December 1?92

o Carlingford graduating diploma and degree students

positive in their mental atti­
tudes, speech and actions.

The following prizes were
awarded during the service:
Harlaxton Prize for Best Stu­
dent in New Testament (Eng­
lish)—Neil O'Hare, A. & W.
Finger Scholarship (non-exit
student, based on college life,
academic achievement, and
human relationships)—Geoff
Greenaway, Qld Christian
Women's Ministry Prize for
Best Lady Student (academic
achievement)—Kerri Dunn,
Nell Machin Prize (best contri-

Kim, Keith Morgan, Leigh
Orton, Tom Quinlivan, Peter
Richardson and Warren Seip.
They were joined by Craig Gib­
bon (Asian Outreach), Peter
Clegg (Vanuatu) and Max
Watson (Seven Hills, NSW).

Superb music, led by
Michael Parker and arranged
by Leigh Orton, added much
to the evening. Paul DeWildt
welcomed everyone and
opened in prayer and Denielle
Knight and Leigh Orton
brought musical items of high
quality.

All were challenged by the
testimony of the outgoing stu­
dent president, Peter
Richardson, who spoke of what
the Lord has done and is doing
in his life. Scott Vawser and
Tom Quinlivan spoke on be­
half of the students. Ian Jones
read the scriptures from which
the guest speaker, Brian White,
presented a powerful message.
Denis Nutt, the State Confer­
ence President, and a lecturer
at the college, offered a prayer
of commissioning on behalf of
the Conference.

• Kenmore

IBrass
Qnnmtet
Kenmore Christian College
graduation began in a unique
way with a half-hour prelude
of brass music presented by a
quintet from the Queensland
Conservatorium of Music. The
musicians were led by Nathan
Waghom, a student of music,
who boards on the college cam­
pus. A varied program of clas­

sical and modem pieces was
provided. The capacity congre­
gation of over 250 responded
enthusiastically to the presen­
tation.

The college choir, under the
leadership of John and
Bemeice Hicks, then provided
the call to worship.

Guest speaker for the occa­
sion was Steve Fahey, a KCC
graduate and former student
minister at Sunnybank, where
the graduation service was
held. He is currently minister
of the church at Withco tt. Steve
chose as his theme "Attitude Is
Altitude" and urged both lead­
ers and church members to be

bution to college life by a lady
student)—Tamara Kraal, the
Historical Committee Prize (es­
say on some aspect of Churches
of Christ history)—Bill Moore,
H.K. and I.M. Burkhead Prize
(essay on the Restoration Move­
ment)—Neil O'Hare, and Col­
lege Dux (exiting fourth year
student)—Alison Woolfrey.

The Chairman, Professor
Allan Wilson, presented One
Year Certificates to Phil Hayes,
Debra Morrison, and Tamara
Kraal, Two Year Certificates to
Lew Johnson and Frank
Morrison and the Four Year
Diploma of Ministerial Studies
to Alison Woolfrey, who has
recently been appointed to min­

• The brass quintet at the KCC graduation

• Graduates Alison Woolfrey, Lew Johnson, Frank Morrison,
Debra Morrison, Tamara Kraal and Philip Hayes
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ister with the Brisbane North
church. Conference President,
Noel Leitch, led the act of dedi­
cation.

Following the service, those
present shared in a supper pre­
pared by the ladies of the Aca­
cia Ridge, Annerley,
Springwood and Sunnybank
churches.

• Perth Bible College

GffdDwUIh
sumd Devel-

Over 200 attended the 1992
graduation service of Perth Bi­
ble College held at the
Scarborough Church of Christ
on 28 November.

Bruce Eagles (Warwick), a
member of the board of man­
agement, set the tone by lead­
ing in a time of praise and wor­
ship.

1992 was a year of growth
and development with the com­
mencement of the new Diploma
in Christian Ministry and the
completion of an additional
four accommodation units for
married students.

A special feature of the
evening was the presentation
of honorary life membership
certificates to Dr A.E. Brown
and G.A. Pearce. Dr Brown
joined the college council in
1949, was chairman 1953-68,
principal 1969-78 and has been
dean of missions since then. Mr
Pearce joined the Board in 1968
and was Chairman 1977-92.
Both played an important role
in relocating the college to the
new campus.

This year five students were
awarded the ATh (including
Warren Green (Wambro)). 14
students received various .
awards (including Michael and
Raye Hasleby (Scarborough)
and Bruce Richards
(Cottesloe)).

At present the college has 12
new applications in hand for
1993 and applications will be
accepted until the end of Feb­
ruary.

The Principal, Dr Alan
Meers, closed with a charge to ,
the graduating class.
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