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Poets' Comer. 
So will we line and praise thy power,-Psalm 21 : 13 ---o---

Whro I Have Time. 
WheD I have time so many things I'll do 
To mate life happier and more fair 
For those whose lives are crowded now with care ; 
I'll help to lift them from their low despair. 

When I have time. 

When I have time the friend I love so well 
shall know no more these weary, toiling days; 
I'll lead her feet in pleasant paths always, 
And cheer her heart with words of sweetest praise, 

When I have time. 

When yon have time I The friend you hold so dear 
l[ay be beyond the reach of all your sweet intent, 
May never know that you so kindly meant 
To fill her life with sweet content, 

When you have time. 

Now is the time I Ah, friend, no longer wait 
To scatter loving smiles and words of cheer 
To those around whose lives are now so dear ; 
They may not need you in the coming year-

Now is the time. 
-Medical Missionary Record. 

From Abroad. 
Ju cold water to a thirsty liOUl, so is good news from 

a far country.-Proverbs 25 : 25. 
---o---

Wandcring Nur the Golden Gate:. 
San Francisco is a Spanish sacerdotal 

name, which takes us back to tbe days of 
the Franciscan missionaries, wben Spain 
was a power. How tbe times have changed! 
Spain is now stripped of her colonies, and in 
destitution comes begging from America tbc: 
hones of Columbus, as a souvenir of her past 
greatness. America is a land of shattered 
ideals. Columbus sailed forth seeking an 
Eldorado, and at the end came back in pov­
erty and chains. Ponce de Leon. went seek­
iu1t a land of perpetual youth, and found age 
and weariness in Florida. Ferdinand de 
Soto, went seeking fortune, and found mis­
fortune and death ; his body was buried in 
the great Mississippi, the river wbicb he dis­
covered. Lincoln said, " Our fathers 
brought forth on this continent a new nation, 
conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the 
proposition tbat all men are created equal." 
~uch was the ideal of tbe Republic. Yet it 
IS now asserted with some show of truth tbat 
there i~· as much liberty in Canada and 
Australia as here. Still we can never forget 
that America was tbe pathfinder, and 
~owed us the more perfect way, and tbe 
idtheeal of this republic must yet be the ideal of 

world. · 
. Away back in the days when Cortes was 

· 1° Mexico, men dreampt tbat California 
:as the Island of the Amazons, peopled with 

omen who only met the men from the 
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mainland once a year. These women did 
. not_ ornamentally drape their bodies, or trim 
theu tresses. The men were uncouth did 
not shave, or pare their nails, and were ~atis­
fied to take _a bath once a year, whether 
t~ey needed 1t or not. Now tbe island bas 
disappeared, it has been united to tbe main­
land, The men meet the women all the 
y~at around-women who dress daintily, 
w1tb elegant costumes. No shop windows 
are more attlactive tban those of Sao Fran-· 
cisco ; the wax figures show off to perfection 
the latest styles from Paris-no doubt but 
tha_t Ibey come from Paris, for a Parisian 
wa!ts on you, and on the sbop window is 
w~1tten these words, "lei on parler Fran­
c;~ts':" Max O'Rell has not magnified tbe 
d1gmty of tbe American woman. Sbe bas 
largely attained economic independence. 
She is tbe reporter of your lectures, and tbe 
typewriter who conducts your correspondence." 

MRS. BAGNALL, Turua, N.Z. 

She is in all offices, sells you your stamps at tht: 
post office, and your tickets at the railway 
station. Sbe, however, is absent from the 
barroom and is saved from the humiliation 
of serving out drink. · 

American streets are full of American history. 
In New York you have Madison Square; in 
Ciociooatti, Garfield Square. Here are Jeffer­
son Square, La Fayette Square, and Hamilton 
Square. As one looks over tbe green sward, 
they tbiok of tbe heroic souls, who moulded 
the thought of this country. Talking of his­
tory reminds me of the pleasure I had in lec­
turing to the old pioneers-the men of '49 
and their families, In connection with this 
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club, James Lick established a lecture course, 
Lick was a beneficent Freethinker, and in 
memory of his bounty, the world has the 
celebrated Lick Telescope. I spoke on New 
Zealand, and at the close the President 
kindly showed me over the building, show­
ing me1 among other relics of the past, a fac 
simile of the first piece of gold found in 
California. . . 

San Francisco possesses a China Town, a 
curious Asiatic Labyrinth of alleys and holes. 
Here are three storied rooming houses, with 
little windows, out of waich peer the faces 

· of Chinese women. We saw it by night and 
by day, in its holiday and also in its workaday 
costume. At present there is a feud between 
two sections of the Chinese, and they have 
taken to killing each other. The reason of 
this is as difficult to understand as the war 
in South Africa. They, however, do not 
recognise the Prince of Peace, and we claim 
to do so. They have a complete city, and 
trade in all kinds of things, good and bad. 
They have barber shops where their curious 
headgear is drtssed, and restaurants where 
you eat Chinese delicacies. I have tasted 
the sweets, and smelled the smells of old 

. Chinatown, and bave come to the conclusion 
that while it may be quite right for Chinese 
to hurl stink pots at their enemies, there is 
no reason why they should keep samples at 
home for tbe edification of their friends. 
The health department of San Francisco 
agrees with me, and have talked of remov­
ing the place out of the reach of the European 
nose. \Ve visited the town during its New 
Year cel~bratioas, when it was a glorious 
flooc..l of light and color. The Chinese were 
all smiles, their women wearing the divided 
skirt, and clad in picturesque silk garbs, 
painted and rouged, seemed quite up to date. 
Chinese flags and lanterns were everywhere. 
I went to t·heir theatre, heard their string 
band play weird music that rivalled tbat of 
the bagpipe. The drama, like Tennyson's 
brook, ripples .on for ever; . it does not finish 
with the night's exhibition, but like the story 
in our newspaper is continued in our next. 

I saw Chinatown again. The smile had 
vanished from the countenance of the Chin­
ese. He was as stolid and as unreadable as· 
of yore, busily pursuing the industries that 
were once the peculiar privilege of the white 
man. No eight hours' system seems to regulate 
his industry. What to him is the news­
paper, the public library, or the leisure hour? 
He still belongs to the " unchanging east." 
I went into his · Church or Jass House, and 
saw he was subject to the despotism of the 
past. It was a building consecrated to Con­
fucius, and a Chinese told me tbat its pur­
pose was to make men good. In tbe second 
story of the same building, is the Chinese 
Police Department. The objects of both de• 
partments is evidently the same, to make 
men good. We wander on and hear the 
singing of familiar tunes- it is the Chinese 
.Mission. They are singing Saokey's hymns. 



They loo arc tryio;:: t J llllk..: m.n ;;ou..!, l>y 
first of all showing them they are not good, 
and awakening in their souls a desire for a 
new life. The Chinese must be born again. 
Their civilisation is dead, but the creative 
power of Christ can make the East as strong 
and free as the West. 
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The Essayist. 
They rud in the book in the law of God distinctly, 

and pvc: the sense,. and caused them to understand 
the ruding,-Nehemiah 8 : 8. 

---o--
System In Evangrlisation. 

We have five churches in greater San 
Francisco, but only two in San Francisco w. c. MORRO, B,A, 
proper. The brethren propose to devote There are two reasons why the subject of 
!Dore attention to city evangelisation. There System in Evangelisation may be considered 
~s need for it, for nowhere is sin presented a difficult one. First, because the New Tes­
JD a more alluring form than here. This im- . lament, while enjoining preaching upon the 
presses me as the Corinth of America. The disciples, ~ays little as to the method to be 
genial climate and beautiful surroundings pursued in accomplishing it. The second 
make it a delightful haunt for the pleasure re~s~n is that in all the ".ast li~erature _of 
seeker. Before San Francisco starts a work m1ss1ons, no book takes this subject for its 
like this, it communicates with Cincinnatti, th~me o~ discuss.ion. The first reason- gives 
the centre of the Home Missionary Society. tb1~ _topic standmg among the pro~lems .~f 
The more I contemplate American and . rehg1~n, and the secon~ serve~ to mteost.y 
English methods of work, the more I feel the difficulty. Th_re~ times did Jesus_ send 
that Australia has found the true path. Here forth men to do m1ss10oary work; twice be 
I believe restoration is being sacrificed to ari sent them to " the lost sheep of the house of 
imaginary Catholicity. Mammoth mission- Israel," and the third time to the wider 

. ary Societies are as likely to prove-a tyranny . field of "all nations." .. First, he se!lt fo~tb 
to good men, as a menace to evil ones. You the twelve Apostles, g1vmg them quite mm­
conduct your mission work by a Committee ·ute. instructions as to the manne~ of doing 
appointed by the churches, thus it is more . t~e1r work. T~ey were to go to neither Geo­
truly a direct church work than in America tiles nor Samaritans. They were to take nei­
where only a · portion of their churches ar~ · ther money nor extra garments. They were to 
represented in their Societies. In America go " two and two," and on entering any 
the approaches to the kingdom of God- hous~ or city, they, if made welcome, were 
faith, repentance, and baptism-are forcibly to abide there until a change was made in 

· presented by popular preachers but in this their field of labor. They were to preach 
matter we are not in advance' of the Mor- " The kingdom of heaven is at band ;" and 
moos or Seventh Day Adventists. They Wf:re to " heal the sick, cleanse the lepers, 
too, emphasise these aspects of the gospel'. raise the dea~, and cast out demons." T~us 
What I regard as a weakness in America is they h~d outhn~d for them both the subject 
its failure to maintain mutual. instruction. of their preacbmg and the scope of their 
The priesthood of all obedient believers is work. These men, then, were given a work 
fast dwindling to a rhetorical figure yet this to do, and the method by which it was to be 
is to the kingdom of God, what the'rigbts of accomplished. He who seat them to the 
man is to the Commonwealth. The ministry · y;ork, also framed for them the. system, and 
is being divorced from the church. In Cin- it was their duty to work faithfully according 
cinnatti, they t~lked of starting a Deacon- to that syst~m. For them t~ have discussed 
esses Home, which I regard as an embry.onic . such a que_stton as the one which now engages 
Nu_nnery. According to Paul, the home in our attention, 'Yould have been _on their part 
which a deaconess is trained is a Christian treason and disloyalty to their Lord and 

, family, hallowed by parental and filial love. Maste~. 
Ecclesiasticism aims at perverting every- • Agam _we_ read of his . sending out the 
thing that is natural. If a man's stomach seventy d1sc1ples. They were sent to do a 
on J:riday calls for roast beef, he cannot s~ecial w~rk, ~nd,_ like the twelve, were 
take it because the priest bas prescribed fish. gi~en s~ec1al duechons as to the manner of 
He is your "father," although he is a child- ~0 i';1g it. The ~~Id of their labors was 
le~s monk. He takes you out into a barren hmitcd . to the cities and villages whither 
wilderness of penance and ritualism where Jesus himself would come. They were to 

. the sunshine of spontaneous thought never !Dake no ela~orate . preparations for their 
sparkles. In France, in the decayed period Journey, carry10g neither purse, nor scrip 

· of art, before the revolution, the trees were nor shoes. Their errand was so urgent that 
cut into all kinds of grotesque shapes. they were to pause on the way to salute no 

-What- the ~rench gardener did for those man_. Thef were to go two and two, and 
trees the priest does for human nature, and · the mst~uctJons about the houses and cities 

· so I plead for the return to simple natural they might enter were substantially the 
· truth alike-in religion and politics, and from s~m~ as those given to the twelve. These 

. that stand point I now glance at American d!sciples were likewise shut out from a 
· politics. d1s~ussion as to ways and means of doing 

March ut, 1900. IsAAc SELBY. their work. The same mind that planned 
the work, also planned the system, and it 
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would have been treasonous for them to have 
worked otherwise than in the way prescribed. 

But when we turn to the third mission 
. and _the ~reat one-~he one in which the 

bar_ner hoes of race and country were 
obhtera!e~, and thef were set to the task of 

. evaogehsmg all nations-we shall find 
h . t . . no 

, su~ mm'!- e mstructlons about the way of 
do1ni theu work~ Accprdiog . to Matthew 

May 3, 1IJC)(I • 

Jesus assigns to his followers the stupendou 
task of discipling, baptising, and teaching al~ 
nations, but not one word does be say as to 
details. Mark represents him as sending 
them into all the world and as giving them 
creation for their audiences, but be is silent 
about system or method. From Luke we 
learn that he specified that they were to be 
witnesses of his sufferings and resurrection 
but neither he nor J oho add one syllable a~ 
to methods. Surely, _before he leaves earth 
he will break silence upon this question I He 
does; but it is merely to tell them to preach first 
in Jerusalem, then in Judea, then in Samaria 
and finally in earth's remotest parts. But 
these local communities were early evangel. 
ised, and the world with its many tribes and 
nations _lies _before t~e church. The specific 
charge 1s given to 1t to go, to seek the lost 
and the sinning, but our Great Captain baa 
scarcely broached the question as to how it 
is to be done. 

Having determined that Jesus outlined no 
system or method of work our next enquiry 
it, Did the apostles so work that we can now 
from their example, definitely formulate ~ 
sy.stem ? In other words, if there is iio 
system or method divinely commanded, is 
there a divine or apostolic precedent for one? 
Just at this stage, I pause to remark, that 
any plan or system of evaogelisation must 
involve one or more of five point.;: There 
must be some instructions or directions as to 
(1) Who is sent; (2) By whom sent; (3) 
Where sent; (4) How supported; and (S) 
Manner of doing their work. Does a care­
ful study of the book of Acts and the Epistles 
reveal that the apostles and their co-workers 
had one and only one method in refer~oce to 
these items ? First, By whom were the 
workers sent forth; Unhesitatingly I an­
swer Christ. He sent the apostle~. His 
was the mind that framed their marching 
orders, and he was constantly guiding their 
labors both directly and indirectly. But as 
the work ot preaching is left to men so is 
the matter of sending in a measure I~ to 
them likewise. We read that the apostles 
sent Peter and John to Samaria. The'"""" 
at Jerusalem sent Barnabas to Antioch. 
P,ophets and teache,s in the church at Antioch, 
by the command of the Holy Spirit, sent 
forth Barnabas and Saul to labor amonr the 
Gentiles. The apostl1s and elders and tlu "'""' 
chur~h at Jerusalem sent Judas and Silas to 
Antioch, Syria, and Cilicia. From Athens, 
Paul sent Timothy to Thessolonica (1 Thes. 
3 : 2). Again, he sent to Colosse, Titus and 
~nother brother. Durin,g his imprisonment 
JD Rome, be sent Epaphroditus and Timothy 
to Phillipi and Tychicus to Colos~. Many 
other times did he send laborers to churches 

' which be had established, to cities which he 
had visited, and even to lands where his foot 
had never trod. But his sending was not 
with the lordly authority of a bishop to 
whose command there was no refusal. They 
could at any time decline his missions, for 
h~ desired Apollos to go to Colosse, " but his 
will was not at all to iO at that time (1 Cor, 
16: 12). Thus do we find that churches, 
groups of brethren and even individuals 
sent out men to evangelise and preach the 
gospel. 

Who should be sent ? Has a special claal 
chosen in the apostlea age to whom beloDBed 



)lay 3, rgoo, 

---:i;- the work of evangelisation ? I 
esctusi ot There evidently wa~ a class of 
think ~ist~ but the work of evangelisation 
evaD~~t au' exclusion prerogative of theirs, 

· was a ostles preached, the elders preached, 
· 'fhe ~ugelists preached, the deacon Philip 

the ebed and the scattered members of the 
preac ut~d church at Jerusalem, "went 
~where preaching the word." 
ever/ 

Does the New Testament speak of some 
or body of men, whose duty it was, or 

:~~ it in any other way specify where the 
evangelists were . to tbeJ sent

1
? Onhly that 

b were to begin a erusa em, t en pro­
~ to Judea, thence to Samaria, and then 
th y were permitted to choose their field 
~ 111 among the nations of the ~3:rth. Th~ 
Holy Spirit sent Peter ~nd Philip to men 
repared for . the reception of the gospel. 

tut the privilege of choosing their own field 
flabor did not cause the early evangelists · 

~o neglect the regions attended with the 
atest danger or difficulty, for in the 

~tie to the Colossians, Paul affirms that 
the gospel bad been preached to every 
creature under heaven, and, as Justin 
Martyr says, " There is not a single race of 
1116D Barbarians, Greeks, or by whatever 
uo111~they may be called, warlike or nomadic, 
bo111eless or dwelling in tents, or leading a 
a ra,storal life, among whom prayers and 
thanksgiving are not offered, in the name of 
Jesus the crucified, to the Father and 
Creator of all things." · 

Another question is, How were they to be 
supported? To this we can likewise give no 
answer that will at once reveal a system. lo 
Jerusalem those preaching, and the poor as 
well, were supported by the church having 
made all things common. -Paul ·and Barna­
_has oftentimes supported themselves by 
labor with their own bands. The church at 
Pb~ippi sent a donation to support Paul 
while he was establishing the cause at 
Thessalonica. Other churches contributed 
to the establishing of the cause at Corinth (2 
Cor. n: 8, 9). And finally we learn from 
~aul's letters that he received privat_e dona­
~ns from Philemon (4-7), Onesiphorus (2 

IDI. 1: · 16-18) Epaphroditus (Phil. 2: 25-
3o) and others. On this point, then, there 
Beems to be an entire absence of system. 
~he laborers went forth in faith and in 

Y~s way God raised them up support and 
assistance. 

118
Finally does the New Testament reveal to 

11 
lhat the apostles did their work by any 

; rm method ? Certainly it was not done 
are' helter:s~elter, slip-shod fashion. There 
~~ny intimations that it was done sys­
Workllcally, hut their manner of doing the 
beca was an extremely elastic one. Paul 
bya1fe all things to all men, they he might 

. deter ~eans save some. The circumstances 
the r_runed Paul's method of attack, and as 
lllan circumsta~ces varied, so varied Paul's 
1.inpo'!e~ of doing his work. It thus seems 
Oda I sible to formulate the apostolic meth­
ti.,11~to a system. Paul and Peter clasped 

, lbouJd ov~r. an agreement that the former 
latter t minister to the Gentiles and the 
reatrai O ~e /ews, yet -this compact did not 
Peter fro au .. f~om preachin~ to J~~s, nor 
la lllanu Ill vis1t1ng Gentile commumt1es. It 
tbe cau~s~ . that the apostles strove to plant 

10 ?D the great centros of popula-

·The Australian Christian. , 

tion, and from th · 
regions. 1 sh llese kork out to the adjacent 
am le I a . ta e Ephesus as an ex­
Co~ h. n speaking of Paul's labors there, 

y eare, and Howson say " N th 
result confined t th . , or was e 
province -of A . 0 h e city. Throughout the 
generally kno sia_ t ~ name of Christ became 
h wn · · · • and many daughter 

c urches were founded " Th ti to have be 1 • e apos es seem 
en genera ly attended by a coterie of 

ybunger and less experienced workers whom 
t tY sent to needy pl&ces that they them­
se ves could not visit. Thus in the New 
Testament there is a· mention by name 
of ~o fewer than nineteen persons who were 
assistants to the apostle Paul. The services 
of these men were -used to nurture and care 
for ~he churches already established. -As we 
see 1n the case. of the sending of Peter and 
John to Samana, and Barnabas to Antioch, 
the leaders assumi:d an oversight, and stood 
always ready to give succor to the work in­
au_gurated by · their subordinates. . While 
this, t_hen! is an i~teresting study, and from 
pursumg 1t we might learn how thoroughly 
the apostles did their work yet we are not 
able from it to formulate a ~ethod or system 
of evangelisation, from which it would be sin 
to vary. , ,-

On all these points, then, we find an en­
tire absence of ironclad methods of work. In 
the New Testament there is ·revealed no 
Pope, no Bishop, no synod whose mandates 
must not be disobeyed. Why this lack of a 
revealed systP.m ? Was it an oversight on 
the part of the world's great author? No, 
it was certainly intentional, and I ·· must 
believe it serves a good purpose. Anything 
intended for all peoples· 11,nd all ages must 
necessarily be elastic and be capable of 
yielding readily to all the varying , conditions 
under which it · may he placed. For this 
reason the New Testament gives only gen-. 
eral principles to govern- the workers, and 
every age and every race is left to carry -on 
the work according to the plan it considers 
best · adapted to its needs. Again this is 
most conducive to the individual strength 
and development of both the church and its 
members. Details are for the young and the 
imperfect, but principles are for the mature and 
the wise. We hence conclude that the gos­
pel may be preached by any method, accord­
ing to any plan, or under any system, so 
long as this method, plan or system, does 
not violate the principles of the New Testa­
ment. 

I shall now pass to the discussion of t~e 
Systems of Evangelisati?n that have been m 
vogue during the past history of the Protes­
tant church. Many !l1ethods a_nd systems 
have been tried, but m the mam they are 
divisible into two, accordi_ng to the m_ethods 
of church government, viz., the Episcopal 

d the Congregational systems. As usmg :~e former may be mentioned_ the Ch1;1rch of 
En land· and the Methodist Episcopal 
Ch~rch, while the Presbyte~ian ~hurch, the 
B tists and the Congregahonahsts may b~ 
raled ~nder the sec_ond system. ~he first 
sends out its evangelists by the Episcopate 
or College of Bishops, the latter, the cong~e-

f It must be granted that the Ep1s-
~~ :.°'system is certainly the m~thod for 

P F r · an army to be efficient there 
power. 0 f th ·t and so t be a centralisation o au on Y,. u:e are seeking for a ayst~m that ,will sup-

port it with power and authority, the EpisJ 
copacy' is certainly the ideal. According to 
the London Quarterly Review, " It may be 
questioned whether any other form of church 
government in the world has more of the ele­
ments of power and- permanency than has 
the Methodist Episcopal." It used to be 
said in the western part of the United States, 
that no sooner had the Government Sur• 
veyor laid out the town sight, than there ap­
peared on the scene, a Methodist circuit 
rider with his saddle bags, Bible and hymn• 
book. A shrewd observer was once heard 
to remark rather irreverently that if he·could 
put Campbellism on the running gears of 
the Methodist Episcopal Church, he would 
want but ten years to convert the world • . 
But in order that the Episcopacy may be a 
success, it must have power to operate Its 
machinery without the interference of the 
congregation. In truth, both the congrega­
tion and the evangelist must be submis~ive 
to its centralised authority. This conse-

. quently deprives the local congregation of 
its independence, and in that parti~ular do I 
believe the system to be contrary to the New 
Testament principles. It . may be asked, 
Why did not God ordain a system like this 
if it is more efficient and powerful in the 
work of Evangelising? I answer, Because 
God prized the independence of the congre• 
gation and the consequent more perfect de-. 
velopment of the ·individual, more highly 
than he did the mere machinery for the sal­
vation of the world. Congregational inde­
pendence is likewise a . great safeguard 
against error in doctrine and impurity of life 
among the evangelists. Fori the reasons 
just cited, I conclude that whatever system 
we finally suggest, it must in the main be 
Congregational. · ·" , ,, 
· There has been among our own people 

but one general plan or method of evangelis­
ing employed-the one at present in opera­
tion in Victoria. In any community, if 
there be already an existing congregation,• 
the matter of evangelisation in that region is 
left entirely in the hands of the congregation 
already established. All the congregations 
or their · representatives meeting together 
elect certain persons to act as a Committee 
or Missionary Board, and in the hands of 
this body lies the work of providing preachers 
and evangelists for those fields where no 
congregation exists, or where the cause is 
yet too struggling to make unaided any con­
siderable progress. It is assumed that every 
congregation is more interested in, and can 
more intelligently carry on the work in ita 
own community. -But in the case of com­
munities where there is neither church nor 
preaching, the task is usually too great for 
one congregation unaided to attempt the 
work, so co-operating together and working 
through their chosen mt:n, all may have a 
fellowship in this noble work. Surely a jus­
tification for this is found in the fact that 
many churches assisted Paul in planting the 
cause at Corinth (2 Cor. 11: 8). The cen• 
eral principles involved are acceptable to all, 
though there is probably some difference of 
opinion as to detalls. . · , , · 
· Among our American brethren this ques­
tion has occasioned a very exhaustive and at 
times painful discussion. The American 
Ch~sti~ Missio~ry Society _ha$' just cele~ · 



brated its first jubilee year, The first seven­
teen years of this penod, Alexander Camp­
bell was its president, and so continued till 
the close of his life. But his voice was 
scarcely hushed in death before the influence 
of his great name was used against the mis­
sionary methods then in vogue. Long and 
bitter was the controversy over this vexed 
question. Many efforts were made to for­
mulate a plan by which we could work 
together in hannony. In the year 1868, a 
committee was appointed "to take into con­
sideration the work of evangelisation and re­
port, if possible, a scriptural and practical 
plan of raising money and spreading the gos­
pel." The result has been what has been 
known as the Louisville Plan. It was 
faultless in theory. It provideq for district, 
state and national co-operation. But it 
failed, and for a time it seemed that the 
days for doing anything like systematic and 
general evangelistic work were at an end. 
But the reaction came and the present method 
of doing this work through the American 
Home Missionary Board was adopted in 
1870, and ever since success has perched 
upon its banners, and its purpo~o place an 
open Bible wherever the Stars and Stripes 
wave-is being gradually accomplished. 

It will appear on a closer perusal that the 
scheme of work · employed in the United 
States is practically the fame as that in oper­
ation in Victoria and the other Australasian 
Colonies. It differs only in minor details. 

• In each a body of men is selected by the 
Annual Assembly, which bas the work of 
Evangelisation completely under its control. 
This group of men is there called the Mis­
sionary Board, and here the Missionary Com­
mittee. Each congregation assists in the 
maintenance of this work by the giving of an 
annual collection, and the Board or Commit­
tee has under its control the employment of 
evangelists, the placing of them in their 
proper fields, and the general superintend­
ancy of this work. There is a phase of this 
question that is at present a burning one in 
nearly every Protestant land. That is the 
subject of City Evangelisation. In our 
Preachers' Association recently, . a paper 
dealing with this snbject was read by l· 
Pittman. In the Congress·of Disciples he d 
recently in the city of lodia.napolis an e.atire 

. day was given over to its discussion. It is a 
vital and supreme question and already the 
inquiry, How can we reach the masses of 
Melbourne who do not hear our gospel ? 
presses for consideration· and reply. But the 
general nature of this paper prevents my en­
tering into a discussion of this. 

After having carefully considered the 
scriptural liberties and limitations upon the 
subject of Evangelisation; after having 
glanced at the history of the different plans 
and methods that have been in operation, I 
present as a summary the following consider­
ations favoring our present system, ( 1) It is 
not unscriptural. It is in harmony with the· 
general scriptural methods. (2) It is simple. 
There is no elaborate system of machinery to 
obstruct the work and devour the ~ffenngs 
of the churches. Under this method an ex­
ceedingly small amount of the collections is 
paid out for expenses. (3) It is effective. 
The evangelist in the field is in closer touch 
with the church than he. would be by any 
other method, except the one of being sent 
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forth directly by the congregation. A com­
parison with the denominations in America 
shows that we have more converts and more 
churches established for the money expended 
than they. (4) It is practicable. Others 
have been tried and have proved failures. 
We have settled upon this as the most desir­
able. It is extremely doubtful whether it 
can be improved. 

But I do not say that we are getting all 
from our system that we can. There are pos­
sibilities in our method which as yet lie un­
touched. There are some conditions among 
-our churches which must be altered before we 
attain the highest possibility. There must 
be an increased desire for success in the evan­
gelistic work. In some of our congregations, 
it looks too much as though there bad been a 
divorce between the preaching of the gospel 
and the worship of the church. One of the 
purposes of the church-may I not say one of 
its primary objects ?-is to save the world. 
There is a feeling among some, that if a 
member breaks bread in the morning, he is 
excusable for absence at night. It requires 
but one more step to bring him into a state of 
entire indifference to the work of preaching 
the gospel. The morning meeting is for the 
benefit of our own souls ; the meeting for 
preaching the gospel is for others. We are 
something to others as well as to ourselves. 
Christianity will revolt at anything that savors 
of selfishness. Another quite necessary step 
is a more liberal and tolerant feeling towards 
those who differ from us in matters of opinion. 
Let us not substitute for the liberty which is 
in Christ bondage to our opinion, and strive 
to bring all others in thraldom thereto. This 
is a truth that we need all to learn, that chur­
ches may differ much in the details of their 
work, and yet be wholly faithful to God and 
Iris Son. Another need, in my own opinion, 
is more of a centralisation. of forces. We 
have too many weak, struggling churches. 
There are too many calls upon our Missionary 
Committee for assistance from churches that 
have been long in existence. I am fully per- · 
suaded that this is retarding our progress and 
that if we could now count in Melbourne but 
half the·congregations we have at present, we 
would be far better off. I think we likewise 
need more permanency in our evangelists. 
Many of our successful preachers are here 
one Sunday, somewhere else another, and 
are thus denied the benefits which come from 
personality and intimate acquaintance. I 
think we likewise need more of the feeling of 
congregational fellowship. For long we have 
preached congregational independence until 
it has come to the point that some congrega­
tions think they stand alone, live alone, and 
the inevitable tendency of their course is that 
they will die alone. It is true of churches as 
well as of individuals that none liveth to him­
self. Let us, then, quit preaching congrega­
tional independence and begin preaching con­
gregational dependence and interdependence. 

Finally the important matter is to preach 
the pure gospel. This is the only thing that 
will save a perishing world, and the preach­
ing of this is far above methods. Well has a 
_recent writer said, " The force of religion to 
move and inspire the hearts of men lies not 
in the modes and forms of preaching, but in 
the gospel-the message which it brings to 
the human soul. The deep question, the im­
portant question, the question of widest in-
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terest, is ~hat to preach to the men and 
women of to-day, to cheer them, to uplift 
them, to lead them back to faith, and throu h 
faith to a brave, full, noble life." g 

W. A. Conference, l 900. 
The Third and most successful Annuat 

Conference of the Associated churches of 
Christ in West Australia was held on GOOd 
Friday, in Perth. 

There was a very large gathering of breth­
ren and sisters, and the deliberations were 
animated and enthusiastic. 

Delegates were present representing ten 
churches. 

The President, D. M. Wilson, delivered 
a very interesting address, which was highly 
appreciated by all. A special resolution was 
carried that it be sent to the CHRISTIAN for 
publication. [It will appear next week.-Eo.) 

In reference to future work two important 
resolutions were carried :-1. "That another 
evangelist be engaged immediately . to labor 
in the Boulder and Kalgoorlie Districts." 
No grander field for pioneer woFk exists in 
the colonies, as there are not less than 40,000 
people in the district. 2. " That A. E. Il­
lingworth be engaged as Conference Secre­
tary, bis salary to be fixed_ by the Home 
Mission Committee." ' 

TEMPERANCE WORK. 
The following motion was carried :-"This 

Conference resolves that the next Annual 
Meeting be commenced on the Thursday 
evening preceding Good Friday by the hold­
ing of a public temperance meeting; also, 
that this Conference appoint a Temperance 
Committee to have charge and oversight of 
all temperance work in connection with the 
churches of Christ, and to co-operate on the 
part of the churches of Christ with. all kin• 
dred societies for the promotion of total 
abstinence." 

The following Committee was elected :­
Bren. H. Berry, W. A. Smith, Lionel Owen, 
J. Leach, C. Walker. 

ELECTION OF OFFICERS. 
The officers elected for the ensuing year 

were:-
.PRESIDENT-F. Illingworth. 
VICE-PRESIDENT-A, Luc raft. 
TREASURER-H. Wright. 
SECRETARY-A. E. Illingworth. 
AssT. SECRETARY-A. Lightfoot. 
EXECUTIVE CoMMITTEE-A. Bell, D. M, 

Wilson, J. Pallot, J. Rhodes, G. Payne, R. 
Redman and A. Johnson. 

lsoLATED BRETHREN's CoMMITTEE-C, G. 
Garland, A. Lightfoot and G. Payne. 

HOME MISSION MEETING. 
In the evening the annual Home Mission 

meeting was held. The President-elect, F, 
Illingworth, occupied the chair, and addresses 
were given to a large audience, by the fol­
lowing evangelists :-C. F. Hawkins (South 
Australia), H.J. Banks (Coolgardie), and A. 
Lucraft (Fremantle). A collection was taken 
up for H'.ome Mission funds, and the amount 
received was £7/3/2. 

On Easter Monday a most enjoyable Con· 
ference Picnic was held at Point Walker, 



May 3, 1900· 

CHURCH. 

--

WEST 

& 
'e 
0. 
:a ., .. 
" .0 e 
" ::s 

20 
57 
79 
13 
14 
13 

Boulder City 
coolgardie 
fremantle 
•Harvey 
Kalgoorlie 
Kanowna 
t Menzies 
Perth • • . • 162 
•Preston · · · • 26 

Subiaco · · · · 24 
Southern Cross • • • · 9 

AUSTRALIA 

.; 
.!! 
.; 
..-l 
:,., 

ill 

15 
9 
9 

12 
4 

12 
18 

II 

2 

Additions. 

"Cl ti 
"u .. " 

,Cl•~ _,, 
-~" .. .0 
ti.o 

--

II 

18 

16 

6 
3 

.. 
:,., 0 • 

.: ]il ., f .. 
B .,B 
~8~ 
ti. ai:i:: .... 
--

2 

2 

The Australian Christian. 

ST A T ISTICS, 

.Cl-;; 
... > .. 0 ., B 
Q., 
..,i:i:: 

.0 "Cl 
., " ., .. 
lZ t 
..3::: 
~ 

3 
II 

5 

8 
7 

50 

4 
4 

* 0. 
:.a ., .. 
..8 
B 
" ::;i 

32 
67 

103 
13 
i 9 
II 

12 
146 
26 
39 
10 

.; ., 
~ 
u 

" .... 

12 
ro 
24 

5 

12 

15 

1900. 

Sunday Schools. 
1899. 

.; .. .. 
0 
.Cl 
u 
ff) 

30 
93 

8 

162 

39 

.; .. ., 
.Cl 

~ 
- --

3 
9 

16 

9 

1900. 

.; .; 

1il 
.. ., 

0 .Cl 

~ .Cl u 
ff) 

---- -
20 
35 

131 

12 

161 

58 

4 
4 

II 

12 

9 

~ e 
u 

" .... 

---
20 
5 

38 

4 

19 

Isolated Brethren not on 
local roll .. .. 64 71 7 ----- -Total .. •• 481 92 56 5 92 549 86 332 38 417 41 86 

I 
t New Churches. • No Returns. Net Increase Church Membership, 68: 

Net Increase Sunday School Scholars, 85. 

and fully 150 brethren and sisters were pi:es• 
ent. 

BALANCE SHEET. 
YEAR E NDING P'EBR~AltY 28TH, 1900. 

RECEIPTS. 
To Balance from Previous· Year •• £31 I 4 
., Church Conributions-

Perth •. £99 l IO 

Subiaco 8 14 (j 

Fremantle 7 12 0 
Boulder 3 2 0 
Coolgardie 104 0 0 
Kalgoorlie 20 0 0 
Southern Cross 2 8 0 
Kanowna 17 5 0 

4 0 0 Harvey 
- -- 266 3 4 

., Individual Contributions-
Bro. A. Bell, Perth 40 o o 
Brother & Sister, 5/- per } 13 o o 

w~ k each, for 52 weeks 13 o o 
"J.H.N." , Kalgoorlie 2 o o 
Country Brethren 1 6 o 

., Conference Collection 

., Sale of Constitution 

6g o 6 
7 o 10 
0 I 3 

£ 373 7 3 

By Salaries-
EXPE NDIT URE, 

Bro. Banks •• £ 204 o o 
., A, E , Illingworth . . 104 o o 

- - - 308 
. ,. Travelling Expenses-

0 0 

Bro. Banks . . 
., A. E. Illingworth .. 
., Lucraft 
., Berry . . 

" Conference Expenses-
Picnic . . . . 
Printing and Stationery 
Essay . • • . 

" Pett Y Expense, Secretary . . 
" Banking Charge 
" Balance- · · 

Bank Balance 
Cash in Hand 

3 3 9 
2 ·2 0 

3 3 9 
0 17 0 

I 18 6 
2 15 0 

4 o o 

18 2 9 
25 IO 6 

9 6 6 

8 13 6 
2 13 0 
I 1 0 

43 13 3 

March, '1900. 

£373 7 3 
Audited and found correct, 

lf, WRIGHT, Treas. t:.-:~:;~;T} Audi tors, 

E X ECUTIVE COMMITTEE. 

1. PRELIMINARY. 
Your Committee rejoice to lay before you a brief 

report of another :-year's labor in the service of the 
Master. 

Though we have not made any great advance, we 
are pleased to know that steady consolidating "'ork 
bas been done in the various districts, and as we close 
our year of office we can see abundant evidence of our 
F a ther's blessing and much cause for thankfulness. 

2. ST A TISTICS. 
From the statistical schedule presented herewi th, 

you will notice that the number of churches now in 
the association is 11, as compared with 10, last year ; 
the membership of these churches is 478 as compared 
with 417 last year ; whilst the total membership in the 
whole colony is 549 as compared with 481 last year. 
Our net increase in the colony as a whole is therefore 
68. 

T he gains are :-By faith and obedience, 56 ; by 
letter, 92 ; by formerly immersed or restoration. 5 ; 
total, 153. , T he losses a re :-By letter, 52; death, 7 ; 
by removal or revision of .roll, 33 ; total 92; showing 
a net increase in the ass~cia ted churches of 61, 

T he number of Sunday Schnols is 6; teachers, 41; 
scholars, 417; the increase of schools being I ; teachers, 
3; scholars 85; the additions to the church from the 
schools during the year ' have been 16. We have 3 
church buildings. 

3, F INANCES. 
It will be seen by reference to the Treasurer's Stale• 

ment tha t there is a surplus of £ 43 13s. 3d. (as 
compared with £31 Is. 4d. last year) to the credit of 
the Home Mission F unds. The total receipts for the 
year have been £342 5s. IId, ; of this sum we have re• 
ceived ·- F rom churches in the city, £ u s 8s, 4d .; 
individuals, £ 66 ; £ 181 Bs. 4d. From churches in the 
country, £ 150 15s, ; individuals, £3 os. 6d, ; £ 153 
15s, 6d, T he tota l expenditure bas been £ 329 14s. ; 
of which £213 6s. 6d. bas been spent directly on the 
country churches, 

4. CONCLUSION, 
Our thanks are due to the auditors Brethren \ "Im. 

Bennett and G. R. Preston for their services, a lso to 
to the Perth church for the use of its building during 
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the year. But above all our thanks are due to our 
Heavenly F ather who has permitted us to be co­
workers with him in the great work of making known 
the glorious gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

On behalf of the Committee, 
D. M, W1LsoN, President, 
A. E. ILLINGWORTH, Secretary, 

Tasmanian Q>nference, 
1900. 

T he Annual Conference of the Tasmanian 
churches of Christ was held on Good Friday, 
in the Collins-street chapel, Hobart. 

Bro. W. Clifford, the President, opened 
the Conference with devotional exercises. 

The followin~ delegates were present:­
Brethren Dagletsh, Ross, Adams, Fairlam, 
Williams, Spaulding, Smith, Kingston, Gor­
don, Taylor, Taylor junr., Purvis. 

The Committee reported that I I churches 
had sent in returns of membership totalling 
459 members·; 4 Sunday Schools with 2 03 

scholars and 20 teachers. 
T he Hobart church reported 40 additions, 

and a loss of 7 by various causes; Launces­
ton reported 22 additions, and a loss of 19 , 
leaving for sister churches. 

It is a matter of satisfaction to know that 
an evangelist will soon be preaching in the 
country districts. 

Bro. Gordon read an able essay of a very 
instructive nature, which gave great pleasure 
to those assembled. 

The following officers were elected. Pre­
sident, Bro. Adams; Vice-President, Bro. 
Rodd; Secretary, G. R. Wooley; Treasurer, 
J. Bradley. 

The sisters of the Hobart church enter­
tained the Conference to a splendid tea, after 
which a most enjoyable social was held. 

A most successful Conference was closed 
by prayer. G. R. W . 

ihe following is from one of our exchanges, and 
as it exactly describes the condition of thines in our 
office we give it a place.- " No reputable man having 
an issue to make with the editor, or with any of our 
contributors, and stating his issue in a manner be­
coming a religious journal, bas ever been denied a 
hearing in the Christian Evangelist. We have had to 
stop some discussions when we believed they had gone 
far enough, and we have shut out some articles written 
in a spirit and style unsuitable for our columns. To 
avoid a ll semblance of unfairness we have sometimes 
published articles tha t, on their own merits, would 
not have been printed. Sometimes we have had to 
suppress a microscopic critic, who has a faculty for 
seeing small points and who persists in making them. 
A story is told of a critic who, looking upon one of 
Raphael's great paintings, found fault with the angel's 
toe I But there are critics with microscopes who 
would have confined their attention and criticism 
exclusively to the loe11ail I A reasonable amount of 
space might be given lo even the trimming of the-­
ological toenails and corns, but we can hardly be 
expected to allow a professional chiropodist to whittle 
away indefinitely on the same corn or d11lormed nail 
T his bas offended some of the meo who use microscope; 
nstead of telescopes, and they say we ere unfair I" 
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The Origin and Antiquity of Man. 
2, 

The question as to the locality in which 
man made bis first appearance upon the 
earth, is one that bas always been of con­
siderable interest to the enquiring mind. 
And, perhaps, of greater interest to those 
who have endeavored to fix the site 
from independent sources, rather than 
information afforded by revelation. In 
the first case, the matter still being un­
aettled, room is found for the spirit of 
enquiry, whilst in the second there is not the 
same motive for investigation. And in 
the fact that there are such enquirers­
men who take nothing for granted-there is 
nothing that we need to deprecate. For 
truth of any kind bas nothing to fear from 
honest investigation. Truth, so far from 
shunning the light, desires only that it may 
be penetrated a·nd surrounded by it. So far, 
independent _enquiries have not brought any• 
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thing to light that, in the slightest degree, 
impairs the value of the record in Genesis. 
On the contrary, all investigations of any 
value whatever, go to confirm the Mosaic 
account and indicate that in searching for ' .. the cradle of humanity, we are to find lt 10 

or about the spot mentioned in the Biblioal 
narrative. It is true that some modern 
hypotheses, endeavor to sustain the proposi­
tion that the conditions surrounding the first 
appearance of man were of the most unfavor­
able character, and therefore ought to be 
looked for in regions presenting these char­
acteristics. That not amongst the highest, but, 
the lowest of the race should primeval man 
be found. Unfortunately, for this theory, it 
bas been found to be contrary to all rational 
probability. For the lowest races of mankind 
are so placed geographically as to show that 
they are rather degraded outlying extremes 
than centres of introduction. Even Haeckel, 
the extremest of agnostic evolutionists, in 
bis History of Cnation (says Sir William 
Dawson), "after discussing and rejecting other 
suggested localities of human origin, finally 
decides in favor of the region of the Persian 
Gulf, only c_onjecturally stretching the birth­
place of man somewhat farther south over . 
an imaginary continent in the I~dian Ocean 
now submerged, of the prebable existence of 
which, however, there seems· to be no good 
evidence. Thus revelation, scientific proha­
bility, and even agnostic evolution, coincide 
in fixing approximately the site of the birth­
place of man in the great Euphrates-Tigrian 
plain, which is now also well known to have 
been the focus of colonisation in the new de­
parture of men and nations after the deluge." 

The Biblical narrative in Genesis after de­
tailing what must have been matters of pure 
revelation, inasmuch as it was impossible for 
any man to witness such things, enters upon 
historical ground by informing us as to the 
locality of man's first dwelling-place and its 
environment. Eden, according to Sir Wil­
liam Dawson, seems to have been a·n ex­
tensive region in the great plain at the head 
of the Persian Gulf, wate~ed by the Euph­
rates and Tigris, and by their companion 
streams the Kirkhar, the ancient Choaspes, 
and the Karun, the ancient Pasitigris. There 
can be no question, more especially since 
modern geological research has shown that 
the latter river fulfils the conditions of the 
narrative in regard to its mineral products, 
that the two latter rivers are the Gihon and 
Pison of the Mosaic writer, while the Eth­
nic references which he gives show that bis 
standpoint in time is in the early post-Delu­
vian Age, and his geo2raphical standpoint in 
the vicinity of the Euphrates. Much more 
of great interest could be said on this head, 
if space permitted, but as it does not, we 
must be content with having demonstrated 
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that all the facts known to us agree in COil~ 
firming the Biblical account of the selection 
of the place for the debut of humanity, 

Another point of even greater interest is 
the question of the length of time of man's 
sojourn upon the earth. This, of course, is 
quite a different question to that of the age 
of the world itself. So far as the latter is 
concerned, the Biblical narrative is silent. 
It never attempts to give an estimate of the 
duration of the ages in which the earth was 
formless and void, nor of those which elapsed 
before it assumed its present condition. Nor 
does it commit itself to any definite and 
precise stat'!ment as to the antiquity of man. 
R. S. Pattison, in bis " Age and Origin of 
Man," says, " The Bible, in the first chapter 
of the Book of Genesis, declares a limit to 
the antiquity of man, but does not undertake 
to fix it. The only materials which it offers 
for the calculation are genealogies given for 
the purposes of pedigree., and evidently not 
chronologically complete. According to the 
construction adopted in. the Septuagint, the 
creation of man occurred 7517 years ago; 
according to Dr. Hales 7294; according to 
Vulgate 6067; according to Bishop Ussher 
5967. Secular history (according to recent 
Egyptian discoveries) goes back nearly 6ooo 
years, so that the interval between that and . 
the creation seems to require some extension 
of the ordinary chronology, to allow for the 
immediate antecedents of secular history and 
for the whole pal.eolithic period. If for · 
these, and the first human period recorded in 
the Book of Genesis, we allow 2000 years, 
we get a term of about 8000 years as war­
ranted by deductions from history, geology, 
and Scripture, If further geological evidence 
should at any time require it, we might 
without violence to the Scripture, com• 
mence our chronology a few years earlier 
still." In speaking of Biblical chronology, 
the Dean of C~nterbury in his Old Testa• 
ment Commentary, says, "From the Call of 
Abraham it is possible to construct a cbron• 
ology that cannot be far wrong. Previously 
to that date all is unce.rtain." From this it 
will be quite evident that we cannot limit tho­
chronology of ·the Bible to a thousand years 
or so, but while this is so, we do not think 
that this liberty allows us to agree with some 
of the extravagant demands of modern times 
in reference to the antiquity of man. 

Sir William Dawson, in referring to this 
point, _says :-" In regard to the absolute an• 
tiquity of man~ neither secular history, geo­
logy, nor the genealogies in Genesis enab~e 
us in the present state of knowledgt: to fix It 
with much precision. All three agree in the 
lateness of the advent of man in comparison 
with the lower animals • · • •• AU three 
sources of information also agree. ~n the 
reality of a diluvial catastrophe, divadiDS b7 
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..reat physical and o_rganic bfreak thde humabn 
1 11~ d . to two portions. I we a opt t e 
perio JD nt estimates of the time elapsed 
... ost rece . 1 . 
"' h decadence of the Glac1a penod, 
·nee t e 51 limit the antiquity of the oldest .,e Jl]ay . fr . human remams to om 7,000 to 

known ears before the present time. If we 
10•~ [be dates claimed by some Assyriol­
a~P from the oldest inscriptions and build-
ogists . . .1 1 . f Babylon, we arrive .at s1m1 ar cone u-
•~gs 

O 
while the Biblical dates as variously 

51ons, 
• ated from the Heb, Sam, and Sept. 

estJDI f bk" H t scarcely carry us so ar ac . e 
tel s, however, with R. S. Pattison and the 
::,of Canterbury that the addition of a 
i w thousand years to our present chronology 
e uld not be in defiance of the Biblical •o . . 

record; In conclusion, we may accept his 
warning, that our present knowledge on the 
subject is as yet too imperfect to warrant 
us in stating a precise datt for the advent of 
man; especially does he warn us against 
committing ourselves to theories which 
•ould push back human origins beyond any 
length of time warranted either by physical 
or historical facts. It is enough for us to 
know, that in these matters we have been 
considering, viewed in the light of sober 
reason and accumulated facts, that the Bible 
narrative bas been proved to be, one that is 
eminently sound. It has survived the wreck 
of nDD1berless theories, and, doubtless, will 
survive-numberless more. 

Biitorial Notes. 
la fuadamentals, Unity I in incidentals, Liberty I 

. in all things, Love. 
. ---o---

Aftu Tfu Conference. 
It is good to meet in Annual Conference to 

~en to the great speeches, hear the cheer­
mg reports, and enjoy the spirited debates. 
There is a magnetic enthusiasm which stimu­
lates and excites the most level-headed and 
eve · d 0·nun ed among us. We are warmed up 
and made to realise that we are part of a large 
and growing brotherhood and · that " our 
Plea" is the grandest and 'noblest ever pre· 
~ted to the world. But when all the meet­
lDgbats are over, and we are back in our homes, 
11' • 
take 15 the effect of the Conference ? Do we 
sti home with us the mental and spiritual 

1 inuI_us we felt in the meetings, or do we 
:ve it all behind? Surely the result should 
& a renewed activity, and a transference 
th°: the conference to the home church of 
Corin zeal and enthusiasm so prominent in the 
ga1et~

0 
It ~ould not be a bad idea for dele­

Day deliver addresses at some Lord's 
lllo ' . 

the Co ~g meetmg after their return from 
\Vou)d n erence. These "echo" meetings 

. do much to increase the interest of the 
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brethren in the Conference Mission work, 
and would tend to make them realise that 
their local church had a part in the great 
movement for the extension of the cause of 
Christ. It is not sufficient for those who at­
tend to meet and have a good time. Prob­
ably not one in ten in each province can 
meet thus. The other nine.also need to have 
t~eir sympathies enlisted and their knowledge 
enlarged, and this can often be done better 
by the human voice than through our paper. 
The wave of Conference enthusiasm, like the 
circular waves caused by a sudden agitation 
in the centre of a pond, should extend to every 
church, until it reaches the boundary of the 
colony. Resolutions may thus be called into 
being which shall result in the coming year 
being far more prosperous than its predecessor. · 

Stationary Mission Fields. 

was in Australia, she saw an Australian lean­
ing against a post, and she described this 
man as typical of Australia, which, she said, 
could not stand upright, but must continually 
lean upon England for financial support. It 
certainly appears to us that some churches 
will never learn to stand without financial 
aid as long as the Conference Committee is 
willing to assist them. But thete are city 
churches with heavy building debts, _support• 
ing preachers and 'struggling hard to meet 
financial obligations, which are ill ·able to 
contribute the money so willingly appropri­
ated by some of the comparatively strong 
mission fields. The strong should bear the 
burdens of the weak; but in · some cases the 
weak are bearing th~ burdens of the strong. 
It is well to put the matter plainly, and our 
mission fields should clearly understand that 
they are expected to grow in the grace of 
giving as well as in knowledge and numbers. 
There are needy fields appealing for assist~ 
ance and large towns as yet untouched, and 
these have stronger claims upon our purses 
and sympathies than some of the places hith­
erto assisted. 

Conference Statistics. 
. From the Victorian Conference report we 
learn there are 96 churches and 5319 mem­
bers, an increase of one church and 33 mem­
bers. There was a gain of 480 by faith and 
baptism, but against this there was a loss by 
removal and revision of roll of 446. This 
large leakage is partly accounted for by the 
fact that one church alone removed 124 
names from its list. · The various mission 
fields worked by the Conference evangelists 
appear fairly prosperous, and the work has 
been so far successful that II2 have been 
added in these districts by faith and baptism. 
The 26 churches in and around Melbourne 
have 3240 members. The Sunday School 

Our Conferences are co-operations for ef­
fective missionary work, and their utility 
must be gauged by their success in this line. 
It is a good thing for us to meet every year 
and enjoy each other's society, to listen to 
thoughtful essays and sermons, or to ap­
preciate the . musical treats so often 
provided. But after all these are subsidiary 
to the great purpose we have in view-the 
extension of the gospel. Every thoughtful · 
man will read with interest the reports pre­
sented and be anxious to learn that the work 
in the mission fields is prospering_. If it is 
not, he will seek to know the why and where­
fore, that the difficulties may be removed 
or overcome. It needs no argument to prove· 

. that we should look forward to a mission 
field becoming self-supporting. Every year 
we may reasonably expect an advance in this 
direction. Of course there may be qualifying 
conditions, such as the failure of crops, which 
may temporarily delay the realisation of the 
consummation aimed at, but the delay should 
not be permanent. F9r example, there are 
mission circuits which have been assisted for 
many years and which have made little or no 
visible progress toward self-support. It is a 
grave question bow far a committee is justi• 
fied in continuing to assist such fields. Would 
it not be better after a fair trial to abandon 
them and send the laborers to more promising 
centres ? We have before us a mission cir• 
cuit in which there are five churches with 

172 · members, and which has contributed 
less than £ go to the Home Misslon funds, 
So far as finances are concerned this field bas 
practically made no progress for the past eight 
or nine years. Another circuit, with seven 
churches and 173 members, has contributed 
£78, The same churches paid three years · 
ago £70 with a smaller membership. Other 
fields might be quoted, but these examples 
suffice to illustrate our point. When Miss 
Shaw, the corre9POndent ofthe LondoQ Ti,,us, 

. figures are encouraging. . There are 467 
teachers and 5135 scholars, an increase of 350 
scholars. The value of the Sunday School is 
evidenced by the fact that 192 scholars were 
added to the cburch-al?out six times the 
actual net increase of membership. The 
The N.S.W. statistical report shows·a present 
church membership of 1573, a net increase of 
191, or nearly 14 per cent. A small church 
of 14 members has disbanded, and another of 
28 has withdrawn from :the co-operation, or 
the increase would have been greater. 242 
were added by faith and baptism. All the 
home mission fields are in a prosperous con• 
dition, reporting 83'baptisms and 18 formerly 
immersed. The Sunday Schools have 129 
teachers and 1480 scholars, an increase of 3 
teachets and 92 scholars, The one unfavor­
able ~int. in th~ N.S.W. report is on the 
fin~c1al side, which reveals a defi~it of £74. 
This, however, we learn, was practically 
cleared off in response to an appeal at the 
Conference. · 
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G LB NB LG. - 0 n Lord's day, A~I ::---­
pleasure of receiving Into the fellowship of: hid Iii. 
our Bro. and Sister Mr. and Mrs. Harrison w:llrdt 
the church al Norwood. We are glad to ba froai 
church at Glenelg. It Increases the pleaau ,,. lhla 
side residence to the brethren, and ~of.a.__ 
country and suburbs avail themselves of. 

1 
Y froai 

Keay continues his labors two Lord's da l. Bro. 
cutively, each third one being snpplied by; COaleca. 
brethren. No additions by immersion 1:P&tbetlc 

From The Field. 
Tbc field la the world.-Yallhew tJ : Jf -West Australia. 

PE1tTH.-Bro. Hawkins continues preaching to good 
audiences, and seems to have created a much needed 
enthusiasm for work here. One man confessed Christ 
and was Immersed on Sunday, 15th inst. Bro. Haw­
kins is convinced that Perth is a splendid field for 
evangelistic work. · 

April 19. H. 

New South Wales. 

WooLLAHJtA.-Splendid meetings at Woollahra, 
morning and evening. In the morning three were 
received in, two who had been immersed the previous 
Sunday and one from the Baptists In the evening one 
was immersed and one made the good confession. 

April 22. A.W.S. 

ColtOWA LITl!:RAJtY SOCIETY.-We are pleased to 
report that not only is our Society Improving in point 
of numbers and interest. bot the members are making 
marked progress. Three of our young men made 
their iubut last Tuesday, and acquited themselves ex• 
ceedingly well. W. S. Houchins proves not only to 
be a capable critic, but general instructor, and by 
accepting the opportnnities thus afforded our motto 
mnst be" Improvement." 

April 29. W, J. COWEN. 
---o---

Victoria. 

B111tw1cL-Meetines in connection with ll!e Sunday 
School Anniversary and Harvest Festival combined 
were held, with the nsnal success, on Sunday and 
Monday, April 8 and 9. The chapel had been tasle­
fnlly decorated by willing workers. On Sunday 
morning there was a splendid meeting of local and 
visiting members, at which we had the pleasnre of 
fellowshipping with two sisters from Baimsdale, who 
have jnsl joined ns. Afternoon and evening meetings 
were good; al the latter the chapel was well filled. 
Al these, as on the Monday, a choir of about fifty 
voices gave ns in good style several songs, ~he result 
of much preparation. On Monday evening the house 
was more than full ; our superintendent, Mr. 
Ridlardson, p-esided. We were told by the chairman 
that five scholars bad joined the church during the 
year; also that the school's position compared favor­
ably with that of a year ago. Abont fifty prizes were 
distributed, much to the joy of fifty recipients. The 
passing round of fruit was another Item which gave 
kindred pleasure to a greater number. A good long 
programme of songs, recitations, etc., was dispensed, 
The eft'orts of various visitors were much appreciated. 
A contribution of Mr. Robt. Moysey's was specially 
honored, being vigorously applauded and encored, 

A. R.M. 
MOOROOLBARK.-The annual picnic in connection 

with the Sunday School was held on the 18th inst., 
and a yery enjoyable time was spent with the children 
in the usual games, Races were provided for the 
children, for which they obtained suitable presents. 
After partaking of the good things, all joined in sing­
Ing the National Anthem. The teachers also have 
reason to be encouraged, as the school has grown dur­
ing the last four months from 20 to 34 scholars, 

The church here was also encouraged and built up 
on the 22nd inst. by an .w:ellent address from Bro. 
White from the Mallee district, 

April 28, R. l.ANGLBY, 

WARRNAI\IBOOL,-Mr. Brandreet, at present em­
ployed al" The Gums," Caramut, has been working 
for his Master among bis fellow-employees, and has 
bad the joy of seeing one put on Chri~t. They came 
into Warrnambool on Sunday, April 15th, when the 
candidate was baptised. E. McC. 

BRUNswicK.-April 10th was the anniversary of the 
formation of Bro. Shain's Tuesday evening Bible 
Class. This was originally intended for young people 
but is open to all comers. Starting with a member• 
ship of twelve, it !:as now an average attendance of 
over thirty. It has been attended by teachers and 
senior scholars of the Lord's day school. Bro. Shain 
is highly esteemed by Its members, and, as a practical 
manifestation of their love for him and appreciation 
of his earnest endeavors to assist them, he was, at a 
social pound night on Tuesday, April 17th, presented 
by them with a most seasonable gift-a silver-mounted 
umbrella. 

A most enjoyable evening was spent, about 6o mem­
bers and friends being present. A programme of 
recitations, songs, parlor games, etc., having been 
gone through, the meeting terminated with that best 
of all games, "Fill the Gap," the said gap being filled 
with cake, fruit, coffee, etc. 

April 23. H,P. 

South Australia. 

W1LLIAMST0WN.-Al the church meeting held last 
night, the former elders of the church were re-elected, 
and two deacons and deaconesses were chosen by the 
church. The ordination <:eremony will take place next 
Lord's day morning. Bro. D'Nesi is still with us. We 
are having good services. Two baptisms last Lord's 
day. 

April 24. W.G.P . 

NoRwooo.-On Lord's day evening, April 22nd, 
Bro. J. Anderson preached the gospel, and one young 
woman confessed Christ; and who, with one who had 
previously confessed, was baptised last nii:ht in the 
presence of a good audience. 

April 30. A. C, RANKINE, 

Po1tT P11trn.-On Wednesday evening, the 18th, 
we had the pleasure of seeing Sister Minnie Moffit 
married to Bro. T. Ryan. The chapel was nicely 
decorated. The marriage ceremony was conducted 
by the bride's fatber, after which about forty brethre~ 
and friends were so hospitably entertained by Bro. 
and Sister Moffit and family that we all voted for 
more weddings. 

Apr. 23. J .L. 
BALAKLAVA.-Slnce my arrival here I have visited 

Alma and Dalkey and have had two Lord's days with 
Balaclava church, On Lord's day last had special 
services at Dalkey, Afternoon at 2.30 p.m. was a 
children's service, and In the evening had a full meet• 
Ing al 7 p.m. I spoke on the words, ·• What think ye 
of Christ," making a personal application of the sub­
ject, claiming ,ervlce for Christ If the answer should 
be, "1 think Jesus is the Chri&t, the son of the Living 
God and the world'!$ Saviour. The good seed was 
sown and I believe will bear fruit in due time. The 
work goes on in Balaklava. J.S. 

HINDMARSH.-We are sorry to report many of our 
loved co-believers are now prostrate with illness, and 
pray they may soon recover, 

Bro. T . Harkness, who underwent an operation 
· recently, is progressing fairly well under the skilful 

treatment of Dr. J. C. Verco. Many prayers are 
ascenlling on his behalf. May they be answered. 

One confession fut evening after the sermon by 
Bro. H. D. Smith. 

April JO, A.G, 

· The Dorcas Society is doing good work, .;:on. 
Endeavorers. The sisters are a great help In Ille 
departments in connection with the chnrch their 
poor are clothed and fed by them, and the 11-ork The 
to the finances, so we pray at all limes God bl Idell 
sisters in Christ. esa oar 

April 16. · W. B. 
GLENBLG.-One confession and baptism laat We4-

De!day evening, a danghter of a deacon, Bro. Balley 
The church rejoices with onr brother In the addltb 
lo the church of Christ of another of his family. This 
month of April is unprecedented in the annaJ, of the 
colony's history for abnndance of rain. Troly Goel 
Is good to Israel. Sister Bailey was received Into tJie 
fellowship of the chnrch yesterday, 

April 23. . W.B. 
NORTH ADELAIDE (Kermode-street).-Dr. Vera, 

gave a lecture before members of the Mntnal lmpn)W9-
menl Society and friends, upon bis impressloas of 
England and Scotland daring his recent visit, llotiug 
particularly the pilference of climate and vegetatloa, 
the crowded condition of the large cities, and the ID­
conveniences and tronbles of pedestrians amidst the 
continuous stream of vehicular traffic, and the 1111117 
and varied allurements for the exchange of stray pen-
nies was also alluded to. · 

The doctor was accorded a hearty vote ol thanb at 
the conclnsion of his lecture, which was listened to 
by an appreciative audience, .V.B.T. 

STIRLING EAST,-On April 15th, the Lord'• day 
schools al Stirling East and Aldgate Valley held their 
anniversary services in the chapel at Stirling. C. Rolle 
spoke in the morning ; in the afternoon, at 2.45, a 
children's service was held, when the chapel -
crowded, The children took part In singing ml 
reciting. H, D. Smith gave us an address. A col· 
lection was taken up for the Children's Convalescent 
Home at Mount Lofty, which amounted to [1/13/3. 
After this Bro. Smith handed the prizes to the child­
ren, In the evening H. D. Smith preached the gospel. 
a good number being present. 

On Monday the 16th the school tea was held. At 
the alter meeting the chapel was nicely filled, whlll 
the children again took part in singing and recltillg, 
Bro. Smith gave an earnest address lo parent,, 
teachers, and children. · 

April 13. E. TAYLOL 

BALAKLAVA--Last evening we held a lea and public 
meeting at Dalkey, which proved to be a real snCCIIII 
In every way, the good things provided by the Jadill 
being first class, and the tables served by young aiated 
with energy and cheerfulness, which go a long waJ 10 

make work pleasant. After doing justice to the thlogl 
provided for the material wants (which required three 
sittings) the chapel was cleared and the meelilll begall 
by singing and prayer, when addresses were givtll bJ 
Bros, Laurie, Marshman, W. Marshman, W, T, S. 
Harris, Selwood, and Finlayson, to a large and atie;:; 
live audience, There was not even standing room 
the building, and must have been fully 250 peraoD' 
present. Several hymns were sung at internll. and tbe 
meeting, which proved to be both enjoyable a:: 
profiitable, was brought to a close by sing~~ tbe 
with you till we meet again," and prooo 
Benediction at g 15. To God wo give the ~J S. 

April 12, • 
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Queensland. 
·-On Lo~, April 15th, we were 

B•1~ b the presence of Bro, J, Thompson, 
111acb ch i)ders ~d Bro. Nixon, from Maryborough, 
{rolD Cb ' on Conference business. Bro, Thomp-

-- down . 
,ibO "7.-=-..i the church in the morning, and gave a 
SOIi ador=-. g words to scholars and teachers in 

eoc:ourag1n . 
fell Bro- Nixon addressed a good meeting 
tbe afterDOOD, · A,S.K. 

at pjgbt, Received from the Sisters' Conference 
J,f.uJUaG.- ' d Ch h £ 6 d y ton AsSOCtate urc es, 7 1 s. 7 . , 

of Wes~ b 
0
;uny a week subscriptions. The total 

coUeCI th y51·sters have collected in this way amounts _-,,.,nt e . , 
.....,- x6s-7d., and we thank our sisters ,or their 
~ £9 belp in this way. Last Lord's day, Bro, Para­
~y bo bas been engaged as evangeli$t to the 
~; churches, was with us, and in the morning 
co exhortation tended to arouse the church to an 
pve ~ of practical Christianity, and at night gave a es:;: and pointed gospel address. Bro. Paradine :ui be unable to enter on bis evangelistic duties before 
another month. He bas our prayers that his labors 
,rill indeed be blessed, and that many may be turned 
from darkness to light, 

April 18, W . POND. 
LANDSBOJOOGB.-1 was on a holiday trip in West 

yc,nton recently, and I found the brethren becomiug 
alive to the oecesslty of working for the Lord. In and 
aroand Boooah there are 19 members. They are 
bampered for want of-a chapel, as people do not care 
to go to a private house. The public ear can be gained 
to I great extent in the open air, as is evidenced on 
tbe Saturday night I was there, and also at a baptism 
which I c:oodncted at Teviot Creek on Sunday ·after­

llOOIL 
U any brethren desire to help in the good work, 

Bro. F. F. Stnbbin, of Boonab, will be glad to receive 
their contributions. One young brother there has a 
desiR to qnalify as an acceptable preacher of the 
tnltb. 

It is to be sincexely hoped that the meeting to be 
held at Rosewood on 24th May will result in two 
mngelists being put in the field, for their services 
ue·macb needed. Your bumble servant will be faking 
ap i-rt of the work there after a little while. 

ls there a young !'Dergetic brother in any of the 
colonies williag to work for Jesus in West Moreton, 
Qaeemland ? lf 10, he could not do better than com­
m1111icate with Bro. McKie, Bundamba, Q., President 
ol tbe General Conference. Let him that bas " a 
miud to work" ofw 11t °""· 

Ally correspondence for me is to be addressed to 
cfo Mr, Wm. Baills, Mount Walker, via Rosewood, 
Qaeeaaiud, . 

April tg, J. PAllADINE. 
W.ll.t.u11a1LLA,-Last Lord's day the Sunday 
~ i::elebrated Its first anniversary. Bro, Hoskins, 

• conducted the services in his usual happy 
:-· The children, In the afternoon, highly inter­
lld : au~ce with their reciting of scripture, 
11am ~C, The family of Bro. and Sister 
'l1ie bro.:• 1Ut Ill number, excelled in this department. 
diat :tiring energy of our Bro. Witty as superinten­
la !be tbe School deservs the just praise he receives. 
ltrmon twfllling our Bro, Hoskins preached a very able 
'Pecial lo I large and attentive audience, The 
"-Ii ~,era of the church during the previous 
~ 111d been for God's blessing to attend these ser­
~ we believe that the prayers have been an-

'l'be ldonday f II . . 
11114 lie hid O Owing was given up to p1cnic1ng, 
11114 1100d 

the pleasure of Bro, Filmure's company; 
"-pr~lllllber attended, The evening meeting 

over by Bro, Filmore, \\'ho delivered a 
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very instructive and practical speech. Other brethren 
also addressed the meeting. The children received 
nice and suitable prizes. We are thankful for the 
help rendered by our Roma brethren, and pray that 
~reat good will be the result of their labors. On the 
Tuesday, Bro. Watts drove Bro. Filmure around the 
district, and visited a good many families, were they 
were well received. 

MARYBOROUGH,-OD the 18th inst., we immersed a 
girl of 14 from the Sunday School, making 19 from 
that source for the past year, 

Last night an elderly gentleman, who some time 
ago confessed Christ, but until now, on account of 
great distance, was unable to consummate his faith, 
put on Christ. My term of engagement here has ex-
pired, and I am now pluming for flight, · 

April 23 . C.F .D.N. 

New Zealand. 
WANGANU1.-Since last report three have been 

added to our number, one by letter of commendation 
one restored and one by faith and baptism, the lat te; 
being a brother who bas attended the gospel service 
for the past two y.ears, and who now seems very 
earnest in the work, 

On March 19th a visit was paid to Eltbam where 
four gospel meetings were held. One who has been 
a believer for the past 14 y~ars, " learned the way of 
the Lord more perfectly," and al xo o'clock 011 the 
Thursday evening, standing on the banks of the river 
made the good confession in the presence of 16 
witnesses and was baptised into Christ. 

We are making great preparations for the confer­
ence to be held on Good Friday. Over £20 bas been 
spent in making our meeting house more confortable 
and inviting, amongst other things being the introduc­
tion of Incandescent gas burners, and which we find 
make a wonderful improvement in the lighting up of 
the building. · 

April II' A. F. TURNER, 
TABERNACLE, DONEDIN.--We have not troubled 

you lately with reports from the church, nevertheless 
we have not been idle. We have had to take our 
share- in the excitements incidental to the war, such 
as the relief of beleagured cities and the send off of 
the contingents, etc. -Our Sunday School bad 
a" Floral Exhibition," which proved a great success, 
there being about thirty prizes awarded among the 
three schools, Tabernacle, South Dunedin and Morn­
ington, after which we bad .an entertainment which 
was well received. The first item, by a small boy, was 
"Soldiers of the Queen," with chorus and three 
cheers for the Queen and also for her soldiers. The 
following week we bad our annual tea meeting, which 
was well attended, The proceeds will be devoted to 
the purchase of some gas-stoves to beat the church 
building In winter. The ladies provided all the neces­
sary eatables. Some beautiful pieces were rendered 
by the choir, and short addresses were delivered by 
c. Watt and J. Lowe, A pleasurable and profitable 
evening was thus spent, and we retired all the better 
for enjoying the fellowship of each other. Our con­
ference has been held in Oamaru this year ; a report 
will be furnished by-and-bye. Our Bro, Watt bas 
been 'paying a visit to Mataura, Bro._ Lowe takio_g bis 
place, and Bro. Manifold from Cbnstcburch will be 
with us for next Lord's day, thus giving our Bro. Watt 
another Sunday at Mataura. The church is going on 
satisfactorily. . J.L. 

DUNEDIN.-A fine interest continues in the Taber­
nacle services. Sunday, 8th inst., there was a capital 
meeting for worship when one was received into fel­
lowship who bad been immersed the previous Thurs­
day. The contribution, £9, was about the ~verage. 
Again in the evening another large gathering assem-
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bled to bear the word of life, when C. Watt spoke on 
the "Light of the World· vm NS the Light of Asia." A 
collection was taken op for the starving mlllions of 
India, which amounted to £16 7s. 1d. This, with 
25/- at Sooth Dunedin, and the proceeds of a lantern 
lecture given by C. Watt the previous Wednesday, 
together reaching the respectable sum of £19 12s. 7d., 
bas been banded over to the Indian Famine Reller 
Fund. The same evening one more confessed Christ 
at South Dunedin, Bro. F . H . Mathison pt"eaching, 
We are getting ready for the winter, and intend plac­
ing two or more large gas stoves in the building to 
beat it up. For this purpose, something close on £25 
bas been subscribed by the brethren (less a small sum 
the proceeds of a tea meeting). This will enable us, 
when the temperature outside is at freezing, to wor­
ship with some degree of comfort. Chas. Lawson and 
his son spent last Lord's day witb us. They are "do­
ing New Zealand," and are, of course, charmed with 
It. The trouble "ith them is that our trains go too 
slow and our clocks altogether too fast, so that they 
can't overtake all they would like. 

April 12. C.W . 

Here arid There. 
Here a little and there a llttlc.-lsalah ti: 10. 

RESCUE HOME SUNDAY, MAY 6th. 

One confession at Brunswick Sonday e,rening. J. 
G. Shain preaching. · 

F. Illingworth is now leader of the Opposition 'in 
the West Australian Parliament. 

One immersion and one confess.ion at FremanUe, 
W ,A., on Lord's day, April 8th. 

One confession last Thursday evening, and another 
on Lord's Day, at North Richmond. 

Will those who are tbioking of buying hymn books 
see our advertising pages for prices, etc. 

Good meetings at Woollabra. One baptism and one 
more con£ession last So!lday night week. 

At G . B. Moysey's closing meetin&' at Footscray on 
Sunday night one more made the confession. 

You should reserve Tuesday evening, May 15, for 
the welcome tea to M, W , Green at North Fitzroy. 

If any of those to whom we have sent Indexes for 
18gg have one or more to spare we would be thankful 
for it, 

The Essay on our second page by W . C. Morro was 
read at the last Victorian Conference, Read it through 
twice. 

Miss Mary Thompson gave an interesting talk to 
the children at the Fitzroy school last Sunday 
afternoon. 

On another page you will find a list of Amerlc1111 
books now in stock, with prices. We can order any 
book you may require, but only those In the list are 
now in band. 

" The Secretary at Murrumbeeoa would bo glad to 
know the address of any of the young brethren who 
would &.(range to speak there any morning or evening 
during the year.-A. Boak, Oakleigh." 

Mrs. Zelius of Doncaster, Vic., has formed a party 
of :zo sisters, e.&eh of whom subscribes one shilling 
monthly to entirely support a native woman u a 
helper to Miss Thompson when she returns, This ia 
practical and wo~tby of imitation. 

During the last quarter the church in Frem1111tlo, 
W,A., received by letter of commendation: Miss S, 
Laoyon from Grote-street, S.A.; Miu Florenco Bevu, 
York, S.A.; Misses F. and A, Campbell, Lygon-atreet, 
Victoria, and R. Wigley, Surrey Hillll, Victoria. 
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-~----·-----=-.::......:__ ________ -:o=_bit~_.-_u-_ary-.-----. 
The examlnatio~ results in connection with the the house of Israel and the Jews, or the house of 

S.S. Union of Victoria will appear in the CHRISTIAN Judah." 

next week. At the first meeting of the newly-elected Home To live is Christ I and to die Is pin.-Pbn, · -
The chnrcb at Footscray held a nice little social Missionary Committee held In Lake-st., Perth, oa - - o ..___ 1 : at. 

meeting on Tuesday evening, to say a kindly good by April 23rd, it was decided to al once take steps to B~~~~;:;
0
~\f ~l~~~:~baA~tler lotb, 1L.. 

to G. B. Moysey, and bid a welcome to J . A. Saunders. h I r th r u'1table evangelist for • u "'•- uru. 
secure t e serv ce o ano e ,s of suffering, passed into rest. Oor brotti.' Jlllrt 

The meeting was cordial and hearty. The church the Eastern Goldfields, and so carry out the wishes of tised by A, H . Bryant some years ago F,.,,_ bap: 
pTeSeDted Bro. Moysey with a neat travelling case. Lhe Conference, . The secretary was authorised to years, owing to sickness and other cao · be or IGllle 

South African Evangelist Fund.-Subscriptions are advertise for applications from brelhren in the able to attend the meetings of the cbo:i; ~1111-
now coming in. Will the brethren keep the ball Eastern Colonies. A. E . Illingworth decided to give ~~il~~y~~l~~:i5~~se e:i!:me~ptie:is0tn1!! V~ 
a-rolling? We bear that North Rich mood are doing his servioes as secretary and evangelist, free of remun- Our prayers and sympathy go out to bis wif:o'~ 
all they can in this direction. Who besides? £50 eration, in order that all available money might be at children, also to relatives and friends who~ hlo 
will be wanted from us to start a preacher in South the disposal of the Committee for work elsewhere. mourn his loss. His body was interred 

I 
to 

Toolamba Cemetery, Mr. Watson, of Tatu .. 11 die 
Africa. Active steps are to be taken to maintain the enthus- ducting the service. -.., COIi, 

Some have expressed regret that F .·M. Ludbrook at iasm aroused al the late Conference. d k th h h Id 
" Go nows e way; e o s the key the Victorian Conference did not read passages from • He guides us with unerring hand . ' 

At the first meeting of the newly-elected Victonan . h 
1 

, missionary letters. We printed these stirring epistles Sometime : wit tear ess eyes, we'll see. 
th Home Missionary Committee, a considerable amount There ·· up there · somet1·me 'II ,.:_ __ • in full last week, and everybody should turn to em • • we on_ • ._,• 

and read them. Use them also in mission and prayer of business was gone through. W. Burgess takes up TURNER,-Will you please report ihe dratJa of 
the work in his old 6.eld, viz., the Echuca Circuit : b ther Stephen Turner which took place 

meetings and Sunday School classes. A. W . Connor the Horsham District; H . Leng the ; fstrrit H~spital, Mackay, Queensland, on A~~ 
We have to thank Bro. Fred J Sears for a photo of Kaoiva Circuit ; G. B. Moysey will pay a visit to the 190 0, after a few months' illness. My brother ._ 

1 Bro. Eade, who left Wellington, N .Z., with lhe fifth Western District 10 arrange for the opening up of this member of the Geach Street church, S0111111er 1-, 
be f b Birmingham, England, where he was for IIO!lllltlme 

contingent from his colony, He is a mem r O I e a,; a Circuit; the intention being to transfer G. H . teaching in the Sunday School, and comlngtollacby 
church in South Wellington, and oo the eve of his Browne from the Mallee to the Western District. E . in i 88J, was isolated for some years, bot It ODe U... 
departure Bro. McCrackelt presented the departing Griffiths will also have a change. After paying a visit met with the church at Charters' Towers, and abo 
soldier with a copy of the New Testament. be f d B k , held cottage meetings in Mackay. The followlngiu 

to his old Circuit, he will trans erre to ar er s report of his death in the Mackay Sta,ula,tl: 
"The Care of all the Churches" is just the book for Creek. An application was received from Sale, but " Mr. S. Turner, farmer, of Plane Creek, wbo bu 

those interested in the scriptural and good government the committee regretted its inability to comply with been invalided for some month~ passed lftJ at mid-
of our congregations. Among other 1hings, are chapters the request at present. It is hoped that some of the night in the Hospital. Deceased was well koown 111d 

respected by all who knew him. He arrived la tbi on "Apostolic Supervision," "Disordered Congrega- old fields will soon be self-supporting, when means will place iu l88J, and was locomotive driver at Habua 
tioos," W.ork of Preachers and Elders," ·• Work of the be available to extend our borders. and M:irian, and latterly look to fanning at Plat 
Deacons," "Ordination of officers," " The Sunday Creek, at which place he remained until his reaionl 

From the very first, women have occupied an th H ·t I Hi's rem~lns were baried--.a., School," etc. It is a splendid book, Price 5/-, by post, to e osp1 a • - ,--,. 
important place iu promulgating tbe gospel of Christ; April 2 1. JosBPB Tuua 
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- and this is only natural, as she has received the 
Some bave complained abont the non-appearance greatest blessings by the introduction of Christianity. 

of Church News during the last two weeks. We Io Australasia we owe much to the energetic efforts of 
were sorry to have to leave them out, but we thought the sisters. On our first page we present the picture 
the news from the Confereooes was more important to of one who through a long life bas been greatly 
most of our readers, so had to leave church news out. . interested in the primitive idea of christianity. We 
From this oo, things will move along in the usual way· ba.ve never beard of Mrs, Bagnall doing auy public 
Send on your church news crisp and fresb, and we will · preaching, but in the midst of all the changing scenes 
do onr best to please all. of life she has lived Christ, Years ago she came with 

We have been asked if It would not be possible to her husband and a large family of boys and girls from 
publish a list of the various secretaries and treasurers Canada to New Zealand. The husband has gone to 
of our different Missionary and other committees, If his reward. The boys and girls have grown into men 
the secretaries who would like to appear in a directory and women ; the most of them have families of their 
of this kind will send on their names and addresses, owu, all or nearly all being in the church, while Mrs, 
with the names and addresses of the treasurers, Bagnall still lingers io a ripe old age. We sincerely 
we will see if we can not spare the ~pace for something trust that her last days may be her brightest and best. 
of the !rind suggested, at least once a month or oftener. Many times have we ~ujoyed the hospitality of the 
So send along. Bagnall homes and remember them all only with 

At a prayer meeting " down East " a man noted for pleasure. 
bis failure to meet business obligations arose to speak. 
The subject was: "What shall I do to be saved?" 
He commenced slowly to quote the words: " What 
shall I do to be saved ?" He paused, looked around, 
and repeated the words, when a voice from the 
assembly, in clear and distinct tones, replied: "Go and 
pay John William~ for that yoke of oxen." A great 
many people, before they can be saved or guide others 
to the Saviour, will have to"go and pay John Williams" 
the money they honestly owe him. 

H, W . Crouch, of Doncaster, writes as follows :­
" Io tlie lut paragraph of the Conference Notes, at 
the conclu1loo you approve of Bro, Morro's ·response 
to the brother's question about preaching the gospel 
to the lost 1heep of the house of Israel. •The answer 
to that question,' said Bro. Morro, 'is, Seeing that 
ye judge yourselves unworthy of eternal life, lo, I 
have turned to tbe Gentiles.' The brethren who 
applauded showed their ignorance, for a · reference to 
the ,t5th verse (wblch la the context) will show them 
that II wu the Jews who were addressed. Ma.ny of 
ur bretbren require to learn the difference between 

We hear occasionally ef the doings of "our boy~" 
in America, and from latest reports we learn that they 
have been showing tbeir patriotism by celebrating the 
relief of Ladysmith. Patriotic speeches were delivered 
by Australians representing five of our colonies. Some 
of them are approaching the end of their studies and 
will be graduating during the year. B. W. Huntsman 
will graduate in June, but has not yet decided where 
he will locate himself, Negotiations a~e pending with 
a church in Louisvill&-a comparatively new congrega­
tion but in a splendid locality-and a very promising 
field tor a preacher. Whether Bro. Huntsman will 
take up the work there we do not know, but it seems a 
great pity that so good a preacher ·should not be 
secured for Australia. 11 seems to us, other things 
being equal, that our Australian boys should have the 
first consideration when the question of eugaghig a 
preacher Is under consideration. An invitation to ·our 
successlul young men, even if it leads to nothing, is 
always a graceful tribute to the enterprise and devotion 
which prompted them to make themselves lilted for 
efficiently preaching the word of God, 

Coming Events. • 
Ohuvc the time of their commc,-Jermlall I: 7. 

MAY 1.7 ,-Cheltenham Church Amdffl'llrf Tea 
and Public Meeting, Thursday, May 17. Flnt-da 
Programme of Speakers and Singers. Brethren eftlJ" 
where invited, 

JUNE 3 and 5~-North Mel1>?ume Sunday Scbool 
Anniversary Services. Secretanes please notice date 
when arranging Anniversaries, Watch this col1111111 
for further Announcement. 

RESCUE HOME. 
Thankfully received :-

Collected by Mrs. Greenhill, lnvercargill. £ 
New Zealand.. . . .. I 7 ° 

Collected by Mrs. Black, Southwark, S.A... 3 : : 
., ' Mrs. Pit, Omaru, N,Z, ,. 1 

I O 0 Church, Prospect, N.S.W. 
1 10 0 

A friend . , 
0 

o 
Mrs. M. Woolley •, · · : 

2 
o 

Mr, John Verco, Malvern, S,A. 
0 15 

o 
A Friend, Flax Vale, N.S.W, .. 

0 5 
o 

A Friend, Lower Hill .. 
0 1 

o 

:~~l1-ti!~~ty ~_Indmarsh, S.A. ! ! : 
Mrs. Geo. Petty, Doncaster 

O 10 
o 

Mr. C. Morris, Ballarat 
3 3 

o 
J. A. & E. Davis, Hawthorn 

O 5 o 
Mrs. Bowen, Colac., 

1 
o o 

L .B . . • · pJTTl(AII 
Ai rlie Avenue, Armadalo. J. ~ 

MARRIAGE. t1ieBo11l• 
JoaNs-CLIPSTONB.-On the 5th AE~j.:t Cbrt,lial 

der, Western Australia, by Mr. ~'h" · to'E1isal,llb 
evangelist, David Johns, (a~e o d=~ cu.--, 
Jane, eldest daughter of Wilham Ill • -
binyarrak. 

R stell't sec· 
New south Wales Conferenoe.tk ·lll• sydneYl 

retary, !26 Perry-st , Marr 
9
°
6 

vEllzabeth-tl•• 
J . T . Hunter, Treasurer, -
Sydney '-°" 

Printed and Published by the Austral PublllbiDI 
526 Eli.iabcth-mcct M,Jbourlllo 
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