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THE GREAT QUESTION.
G ST

mo greater problem confronts those members of
the church of God in Australasia who claim

to be Christians only, than the one of reaching
the great masses by whom they are surrounded with
simple New Testament Christianity. All other prob-
lems of life are utterly insignificant in comparison with
salvation in the present, leading to salvation in the
eternal kingdom of God. ¢ What is a man profited,
if he shall gain the whole world, and lose his own
soul ? or what shall a man give in exchange for his
soul "' is one of the greatest‘questions ever pro-
pounded by Jesus Christ for the consideration of
mankind. Men may be indifferent and pay but little
attention, but the church's duty to preach the gospel
in all its beauty, simplicity and power is as impera-
tive as if the world were anxious and longing to hear
the truth. This number of the CrRisTIAN goes out
as a message to all our Australasian brethren, calling
their attention to the necessity of the great work of
evangelisation in the Home fields. We cannot say
exactly, “ As goes Australasia so goes the world,”
but this is a new land in the very dawn of its history,
and every one of its rapidly filling pages should be
brightened with the glorious triumphs of the gospel of
the Son of God. What will you do to help * send
the light"?
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The Evangelistic Spirit in the

Apostolic Church,

ubilee Conference by THOS. BAGLEY. : .

That the world should be evangelised was
the divine purpose. * For God so loved the
world that he gave his only begotten Son,
that whosoever believeth in him should not
perish, but have everlasting life.” God was
under no obligation to give up his Son.
Freely, and out of the purest and most
tender compassion, he gave Jesus to be our
Saviour and Redeemer.

Chbrist came of his own free will. Freely
he laid aside the glory that he had with the
Father, and took upon himself the form of
man. Freely he suffered and bled and died,
with but one purpose in view, and that the
salvation of the world. “If I be lifted up,
I will draw all men unto me.” “The Son
of Man came to seek and to save that which
was lost.”

¢« He came unto his own, but his own
received him not ; but to as many as received
him he gave the power to become the sons of
God, even to them that believe on bis name.”
At the beginning of his ministry he was
sadly rejected. At a later period he became
very popular, and it appeared at times as if
all would follow him; but at a still later
period his enemies succeeded in turning the
tide, and practically all men forsook him.
By wicked hands he was seized and led off to
execution as if he had been the greatest
criminal on earth. On the cross he breathed
out a prayer of forgiveness for his enemies,
and committed himself to the care of his
Father. A few friendly hands conveyed his
body to the tomb. Every precaution was
taken lest his body should be stolen and the
report circulated that he had risen from the
dead

On the morning of the third day the angel
of God came down and rolled away the
stone, and Christ came forth from the grave
and brought to light life and immortality,
After the resurrection for the space of about
forty days he was frequently seen by his
disciples. The mystery now concerning his
kingdom must pass away, their minds must
be opened ; and just prior to his ascension
he called the eleven together and gave them
their marching orders, saying, ““As the Father
hath sent me, even so send I you. Go ye,
therefore, and teach all nations, baptising
them in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them
to observe all things whatsoever 1 have
commanded you; and, lo, I am with you
alway, even unto the end of the worl'd. But
tarry ye in the city of Jerusalem, until ye be
endued with power from on high. After
that the Holy Spirit is come upon you ye
shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusa-
lem, and in all Judza, and in Samaria, and
unto the uttermost part of the earth.

Judging from the early experiences of these
disciples with their Master, connected w:t.h
all the later scenes at Jerusalem, at Calvary’s
cross, at the resurrection and at the ascension,

o ifested
what spirit would we expect to ﬁnd’ mant
on thf part of these, the Lord's intended
ambassadors ?  Surely none other that that
of full TRUST AND CONFIDENCE 10 him who
with all authority had sent them forth under
such a commission. Christ was to be their
Captain. They were not going out to battle
ignorant of the fitness and the qualifications
of their Leader. For three years they had
followed him. On numerous occasions he
had given to them manifestations of divine
power. The stormy sea had been c':a.lmed,
the sick had been made whole, the blind had
received sight, the deaf had been made to
hear, the dumb had been made to speak, and
the dead had been brought to life. I know
whom I have believed, and am persuaded
that he is able to keep that which I have
committed unto him against that day,” is
the language of the great apostle to the
Gentiles.
“«] am with you,” is the promise—with
you in word, in deed, in suffering, with you
in spirit and in power. To have with them

_the divine presence would be a source of

strength and support to them in all their
work. Stephen, the first Christian martyr,
experienced the presence and power of Christ.
In the midst of his trial his eyes were turned
heavenward, and he saw the heavens opened,
and the Son of God standing on the right
hand of God. When Paul stood a prisoner
before Caesar all men forsook him ; but the
Lord stood by him.

With this confidence and trust in the
ability and in the presence of their Master,
they entered into their work of evangelising
the world with the spirit of full obedience to
the divine request of their risen and glorified
Redeemer.

It is a recorded fact in history that the
religion of Christ brought thousands into its
fold as soon as it was fully unfolded, and that
it moved forward with most triumphant
march, in defiance of Judaism on the one
hand and paganism on the other, till it
spread throughout the Roman Empire, and
raised up something like six millions of
Christians in that Empire alone, in about
sixty years from the time that the apostles
commenced preaching under their last com-
mission,

The Scripture statements with reference to
their success run about as follows:—On the
day of Pentecost three thousand were added.
A little later the number of men grew to
about five thousand. Then we read that
believers were the more added to the Lord—
multitudes both of men and women. Again we
are told that ths disciples in Jerusalem
multiplied greatly, and that a great company
of the priests became obedient unto the faith.
The people of Samaria, hearing Philip, be-
lieved and were baptised, both men and
women ; and there was great joy in that
city. In Joppa many believed in the Lord,

.heard.” This spirit of obedience to evangelise

All that dwelt in Lydda and Sj :
to the Lord. In Antioch g gre;n,r :"."’
of them that believed turned to th: tituda
In Iconium a great multitude both of
and Greeks believed. In Derpe ™
Corinth and Ephesus success ’folloe\:
Paul speaks of the gospel bearing fruit ;
all the world. The people said of i, 2
Paul and his companions that they
turning the world upside down. e
When the priests forbid the apostles o
preach or teach in the name of Jesus, Poter
and John without hesitation answered and
said unto them, “Whether it be right in the
sight of God to hearken unto you more tha
unto God, judge ye. For we cannot by
speak the things which we have seen gng

the world was most marked in the apostolic
church.

The spirit of expansion and church extensin
was another characteristic feature of the
early church. For years they labored to
build up a strong church in Jerusalem.
Though the commission was perfectly clear 1
and plain with regard to its world-wide
meaning, yet it was not fully understood
even by the apostles until some years later,
when the Lord revealed to Peter the neces-
sity of evangelising the Gentiles. It was pot
until the storm of persecution fell upon the
church, and the disciples’ were scattered -
abroad, that the church began to extend ils
borders further than the home city. The
very means used by the priests to prevent
the spread of the religion of Jesus
God used to his honor and fo his glof:
“For they that were scattered abroad west
everywhere preaching the Word."

The work of evangelising the world ¥
not dependent upon the apostles alo
From the time of the organising of thd
church, as men came forward who had ﬂ:;
ability they were appointed by the ?h“' o
and sent out upon the great missiol
bringing the world to Christ. the

I presume this effort to disseminate,
truth by sending forth evangelists quuud
means, for we also presume that men hout
not live then any more than now mttoﬁc
support. In the grace of giving the -aposhich
church was proficient. That spirit wdw
induced them to sell their possessions e is
place the proceeds in the church treasut)
an evidence of their sincerity and their With
for the extension of Christian W°‘k‘]ﬂboun
a supply of means and the necessaly oy
the church would be enabled to catty gelio“
mission ; for “how could the worldd? and
in him of whom they have pot hear ?
how can they hear without a p;eache!m
how shall they preach except they | prayer ¥

The spirit of tntenss earnestness a0 tﬁ: early
God stands out prominently among air cOUF*
Christians. Nothing could dauat 85K spem
age; persecution and trials
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erin their work. The recruiting spirit
stm;:)gnd in the first followers of ]esug is
ctamped now upon every member. No sooner
had Andrew become a disciple than he started
to bring others. He went and brought his
prother Simon. When the woman of Samaria
found Christ, she did not keep it quiet, but
ran off to the city and told tlge men, “ Come
cee a man who told me all things that ever I
did. Is not this the Christ ?”” She confessed
pim ; she was not ashamed for her neighbors
to know, and she_ brougbt_ a whole crowd to
Christ. Jesus said, “ I will make you fishers
of men.” After accepting Christ and taking
up his cross, I believe it is impossible for any
man to follow Jesus Christ without being a
fisher of men. It seems u_tterly impossible
for any man or woman in the apostolic
church not to be a soul-winner. That passion
for souls so cparactenstxc of the late beloved
‘Bro. Palmer is worthy of note. A few years
a00 he was converted, and at once he became
anrecruiter. After_ a few years' work in the
Lord's day schools in Sydney and Paddington,
he went to Tasmania and devoted the whole
- of his time to preaching the Word, and in a
chort time he succeeded in winning forty
souls for Christ. He then -came to the
church at Hawthorn, Melbourne; and in
about two years' time he was the means of
bringing about one hundred and fifty more
trophies for the Master. That intense earn-
estness on the part of every member of the
church, coupled with sincere prayer and
supplication to God, undoubtedly largely
accounted for the remarkable progress in the
apostolic church ; and the same earnestness
and prayer will not come short of its reward
to-day.

I remember reading of a vessel being
wrecked at sea. The lifeboats were lowered,
but soon it was found that there was not
room enough for all: some must be left to
perish. One man, who was swimming in
the water, was terribly in earnest to save his
life, so he swam up to one of the lifeboats
and seized hold of it. They tried to prevent
him, but could not, so one of the men drew a
sword and cut off his right hand. He swam
up again and laid hold with the other hand.
The man drew the sword and cut off that
hand. Still the man would not give up, and
he swam to the boat and seized it with his
teeth. Some of them said, “ Don’t cut off
his head I" and so they took and drew him
into the boat. He saved his life because he
was terribly in earnest.

The world to-day is like the struggling
man in danger of perishing—he must sink
sooner or later unless some way of escape is
found Thank God the lifeboat is never so
crowded but that room can be found for all
who desire to enter! God calls upon his
followers to stretch out the hand and

“Rescue the perishing, care for the dying,

Snatch them in pity from sin and the grave
eep o'er the erring one, lift up the fallen,
Tell them of Jesns, the mighty to save."”
In the gospel lies the power. He who with
authority commissioned his disciples to
80 and preach that gospel, commissions the
clflurch to-day to continue the proclamation
Ofthe glad tidings of salvation. Let us obey,
extending his kingdom throughout the world,
until all in grateful adoration to Jesus Christ
bow the knee | .

C. M. F, FISCHER.

During the last twenty years or so we
ave been engaged more or less in the effort
to make disciples of some of our nation and
a few of other nations. The fact that we
have to some extent succeeded may serve to
stimulate us to desire a greater measure of
success,

What do we mean by Home Mission
effort? Give a few shillings or pounds to
employ someone who can preach to do so?
If that exhausts your idea of it, it is little
wonder that so few disciples are made.
You have a home: what kind of mission do
you carry on in it? If Satan’s hosts were
arrayed in an effort to exterminate the holy
Scripture, most of you would be willing to
engage in a holy war to protect it. But how
do you treat it in your home? How many
minutes a day do you spend reading and
studying it, and how many hours on news-
papers or novels? Do your children come
to the conclusion that it is the best book
from the amount of time they see you spend
on its study? How much thought and effort
do you devote to making the Scriptures
interesting reading to your children? You
believe (at any rate you sing) “ prayer is the
Christian’s vital breath”: does your action at
home lead to the belief that very little of it is
needed to keep you alive? You believe
example is better than precept: are you sure
your life at home is such that without danger
you can say to your household, “ Follow me"'?
You believe in public worship and gospel
meetings: do you say to your children, “Go
to the meeting,” or * Come "?—the impera-
tive mood is not the most effective.

You are a young man or woman; you keep
company with one you love: would it come
as a shock to your dear one if the test were
applied to find in you that “love divine all
earth-born love has dimmed and quieted "?
You are a teacher in the Bible School: is it
your object to make disciples of Jesus out of
your scholars ? You find it hard to interest
them in the lesson: how many half-hours
have you been interested in its study? You
are sorry so many do not learn their memory
verses: do you learn them? You are a
preacher: do you so exhaust your time and
strength on the preparation and delivery of
two or three addresses a week that you can-
pot visit or preach from house to house?
You might profitably copy Paul and others
who were successful on those lines,

@
Echoes of Our Plea.

One of the most prominent features of our
plea has been our denunciation of sectar-
ianism and plea for Christian union. It is
an encouraging sign to hear the echoes of
our plea to-day in so many places. At the
opening tea of our chape! at Zillmere some
years ago, Mr, Meiklejohn, Presbyterian
minister, in his speech declared, “ Denom-
inationalism is the curse of Christianity."

T T YD

This is not a lone voice in the wilderness of
sectism. The Queensland Corgregation-
alists celebrated their Jubilee just recently in
Brisbane. They had many visitors and
delegates from all parts of the Commonwealth
and New Zealand. They were prominently
before the public for a week or more in the
daily press. At the Interstate Conference,
Mr. Fordyce, the President, in his opening
address referred to different matters of im-
portance, and on the matter of Christian
union is reported: * Were they, and ought
they as Christians to be content with their
present condition of division and separation ?
While quite willing to admit, and even earn-
estly maintain, that many of these divisions
had been more or less rendered necessary by
the tyranny or folly of Christian churches,
he was also perfectly aware that beneath all
these divisions, and in spite of all their
separations, there was much real, and he
thought he could also add there was growing
unity in the church of Christ. But was
their present condition worthy of the Chris-
tian intelligence and the spiritual statesman-
ship of the twentieth century? Was it the
unity for which the Redeemer prayed, and
was theirs the kind of life that was most .
likely to convince the world that Jesus was
the Christ, or to resist and overcome the
enemies of the kingdom of God?” Surely
our plea has not been in vain when we hear
its echoes from every quarter! Yet the
work is only in its beginning. Let us be
tireless in our efforts to commend it to the
world.
@

Our Present State and Pross
pects.

The nett increase of 109 during last year
was quite encouraging, when we consider
the smallness of our efforts and sacrifices;
but from present indications this year is one
of less effort and less result. The loss of the
most effective of our small number of
preachers is to be much regretted, and I
hear one more is about to leave shortly, which
makes individual effort all the more impera-
tive, The Conference Executive have decided
to make a start with the tent fund, and hope
the brethren will respond liberally to the
appeal that is being made. Zillmere church
made a start by voting unanimously £75
towards ‘the fund, besides two or three
pounds given by individual members. It is
sincerely hoped that this effort will be the
beginning of a new era of effort to disciple
our own people in our own land. Any
brother or sister willing to help with this
fund will do well to write to the Conference
Secretary, who will give them all inform-
ation and receive all contributions to the

fund.
| @

Queensland for Christ!
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: to us? Alas! with Home Missions and Foreign pric: '
ngvenci‘t,eg)fes, and hands folded receive! We bhave the gwillﬁlssmnsa“ku

d, the power. “Awak » We b
breast, we have lamente , p e, thou thy %
?“’]gl;]t we ar:e such a feeble peop_le! Let us arouse ourselves, ap d prteshep“l!"
And the best—or the worst—ot itall grand effort for the Lord Christpafe for,
is that some good brethren seem to the gospel of primitive ChriStianityJesu’ a
think that judicious and ]earnestf i Tag,” A
;nfax:;r:ing will take the place o lS,OImt,z e‘fggtggikgerhs?s i ol
: S5 course jt o
u AN TO our S
S Ex;?)c:?s sﬁﬁzﬁ'“ ail)sol gasy 9 .tDO' of one is impyassgg :ﬂ;‘“s
Good generalship in battle is a ‘l;i:fl:elcf 't’;“f:éi’inf"; ‘:ﬁign. It one 'ealih ‘
great factor towards success, butit's oy mighty quickl ﬁndgerous Position,
the individual responsibility of the Emeihiotito escapz s fa. way of « g
individual soldier to fight his best ' p 0S4 disters in eb;°m- If the
individually that in the mass spells _ daig ButHEds for Ch ,etW Zealand yy,
victory. Everyone can't train guns rist can be argpg,y |

to a sense of their responsibilit

the body of our Lord Jesus, an{iﬁep:“r"r
consequences of inaction, THEN "dui:un
will soon commence on their part, W
believe some 500 are active workers, :
whom the “heat and burden of the -

and fire them! The destruction of
the enemy’s fleet may appear due to
the gunners. Not a bit. Behind
them stand the excited men, alert
. to make ready the gun for the next

b NG KRTHAY shot. The powder-monkeys, aye, i e day"
“The Maori even to the Eery ship’s coc):k, each rest: but as for the remaining 2,000—
e Maori of the Past. bears his share of duty—and his How ? ,

3 share of victory. : We musT extend our borders. The back.

If Christ taught anything, he taught country and small townships stand in fearfu]

WHAT DOTH HINDER? pre-eminently the doctrine of personal re- need of the gospel of Christ. Formality—

New Zealand presents a magnificent field sponsibility, as did his disciples. Individual cold, chilling, clammy—is rampant! Whern
for Home Mission work. All the patural accountability is the tenor of Christ’s parable is a more glorious power to quicken and
conditions for success are present—an intel- ©f the talents, the last judgment, and others. vitalise than the primitive gospel? By what
ligent, well-to-do and prosperous population, Surelya man with but oNE insignificanttalent means? We suggest: 1st, Literature; 21,
possibly more unbiased and less dogma- might be excused! But was he? The fact More preachers to itinerate; subject to the r

bound than any other part of the British is that the little he could do, the little be had divine blessing, given in response to prevai
Empire. - the capacity to accomplish, proved in itself a ing prayer.
. The church of Christ has wrought a good Spare, and ultimately wrought his
work, but alas! a work totally out of pro- fuin. Let the ‘“one talent" brother
portion to her resources. We have been and sister take warning. With 2,500
too self-centred and too fearful; the same members in New Zealand, and all
fields have been tilled year after year, while doing something,- ANYTHING towards
enormous tracts of country have been the one great end of life, what enor-
waiting but to be “tickled by the hoe” of mous results would be attained—if
primitive Christianity. In many splendid the eternal ¢ 1" be with vs, and if
towns, rising and prosperous, no attempt the efforts be wrought out in his
has been made to plant the standard of DPame!
Zion. In the North Island—New Plymouth, WILL POWER !
Palmerstown North, Napier, Masterton : in We hear a great deal about “will
the South Islahd—Ashburton, Timaru, Bal.- Power” in these days, and it is
clutha, and many other towns, await the Interesting to note the amount of
advent of primitive Chiistianity. We bang concentration and energy expended
back. What doth hinder ? upon the things of this life—the
THE WRONG TEXT. acquisition of money, position, edu-

%A cation (very occasi

Our commission is to *“go in and possess forth, a(ll v’;ry goognian“yt)],:e{‘rn?naso
the land,” but we have been influenced by but when it comes to work in tg'é
the wrong text. We have memorised and service of Christ, how indifferently
applied to ourselves the words of Sanballat how supinely, how lack-heartedly
the Horonite, {‘What do these feeble Jews?"" undertaken ! It appears to me :haty
We have looked upon our feebleness, felt it, looking at the human aspect of the
weighed it, mourned over it and lamented,

_ matter, what we stand in need of i
and, like feeble folks, have attempted only a thorc;ughgoing consecration of()m::

feeble things. The text that ouGHT to have wiLLs, We put little strength of
been an inspiration has too oft been forgotten wiLL into our work for Christ
—the benediction of our Leader, ““Lo, I"— Why, if the same concentration' of
the eternal, omnipotent, almighty I, the will, strength, force, determination
Centre of creation—“I1 am with you and sanctified ¢grit" were put into

ALWAY, unto the end of the world” !l Christ's business that we expend : :
What gr:aater guarantee of success cowld upon our own worldly conceprns, The Maori of the Present Dag
we have ? indeed, what more could the L.ord what a tremendous impetus would ——74.7""
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TRACTS ! TRACTS!

\Who can sum up or estimate the influence
ofatract? It reminds me of immortality.
A tract may exist in a drawer for twenty or
Filty years, and the'n, alive as the day it was

rinted, perform its work of arousing the
cinner and pointiog to Christ. Every church
should sow its peighborhood “knee deep "—

Neal Dow said—in tracts. Here is work
for the youog Christian, male and: female,
Tracts are cheap enough—were they more
costly they would perbaps be esteemed at a
higher value. Tha_nks to the generosity of a
Dunedin brother, nine of the Otago churches
will be provided with a stock of tracts free of
cost, and eight of these nine churches are now
organisiog distributing bands (one already

ossessing such). Wil not others who have
been prospered in this world's goods follow
our brother’s excellent example? Will not
other churches take up this work that aLL
can do and flood the Colony with our tracts!

sy WAYS ARE NOT YOUR WAYS, SAITH THE
LORD.”

This is, alas, but too true. Nor in many
things are our ways the ways of Christ Jesus.
We are so anxious to improve upon the
methods of our Saviour—although we hardly
like to acknowledge it. Take this question
of evangelisation. Christ bad but twelve
apostles, but he sent them out “two and
two.” What a waste of energy! we say.
Why, if they bad gone singly they might
have preached in fwelve places instead of six!
Nay, but again a second time, in sending out
the seventy our Lord bade them go two and
two. Hardly in accordance with our ideas
of conserving energy! Ah! but ¢ he needed
not that any should testify of man, for he
knew what was in man,” one result of which
was the sending out of his preachers in
couples. Let us adopt the methods of our
Lord in itinerant evangelisation; we will
find them pre-eminently the best and most
productive,

Two evangelists to itinerate in the North
Island, and two in the South Island—that is
what New Zealand needs. Can the 2500
children of God do it? Can they bear the
cost in addition to present charges? Of
course they can! Why, if Christ Jesus sent
an angel to announce bis return in two years
Wwe would be anxious enough and able enough
to do far more than fthis. But the Master

. “delayeth his coming.” True; nevertheless,

“take ye heed, watch and pray: for ye know
not when the time is.”

f HOME MISSIONS.

Progress means life! Inactivity spells
deathl_ God give us grace to pray more
uUnceasingly and faithfully; God give us
more consecration of HEART and wiLL; God
BiVe us the resolve to acf and to act now, in

fome way, for the extension of our Saviour’s
kingdom |

L
WELL DONE, GOOD AND FAITHFUL SERVANT."

A last word! Will this be said of US?
Ost of us Hore it will, but why only hope ?
WILL NoT, if we are at the least un-
onscious of having worked to (by divine
PTace) merit ijt. HAVE WE DONE WELL?
Ve we striven to po well? Alone with
od let us each individually make answer!

' Stephen Cheek and others.
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§ Tasmania’s Home Mission Needs.
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The cause of primitive Christianity in
Tasmania has not made the progress that its
ploneers hoped or their first successes pre-
dicted that it would. Although thirty years
have elapsed since O. A. Carr planted the
first church of the New Testament order in
the island, we have, after all those years of
labor, but fourteen small churches—the
largest, Hobart, having only 145 members,
while the total membership amounts to only
439. In looking for the causes of this seem-
ing stagnation, we have to confess that some
are local and the home brethren largely
culpable, whilst the remainder are the
attendant difficulties that are the inevitable
results of numerical weakness and extremely
difficult conditions of labor.

TASMANIA AS A FIELD.

It is said that Tasmania and Tasmaniaus
are proverbially slow and conservative, and
that it is well-nigh impossible to make any
bheadway when one is aiming destructive
blows at existing conditions of things—
specially the religious. But this is only in
part true. 'While the Tasmanians are cer-
tainly more conservative than their brethren
on the mainland, yet the solvent that we
have is very different from material sinews of
war—that gospel which is the ¢ power of
God unto salvation to every one that
believeih.” The hardships of Home Mission
work here are many and great. The country,
though picturesque and beautiful, is ex-
tremely rough and difficult to travel, and in
winter well-nigh impassable.

That the people will receive the Word is
evidenced by the labors of O. A. Carr,
All that is
needed is that some able, consecrated breth-
ren will sacrifice comfort and home, and
well organised, developed conditions of work,
to go and break new ground with God's
Word in hand, and his assurance in their
heart—*Lo, I am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” Twenty years ago
that grand, great soldier of the cross,
Stephen Cheek, walked with his Bible in
his pocket over the rugged country from
Hobart to Bream Creek, down over the
wilds of Tasman’s Peninsula to Impression
Bay, till the boots were worn off his feet,
and there he preached the aver-blesse_d
message, the zeal for which consumed his
body, and,aye, should consume ours. At
first he found but little sympathy; that lack
of sympathy soon ripened into hatred and
persecution, until it reached a climax in
violence and a mob assault. For preaching
the way of life eternal this man was beaten
with knotted ropes, pieces of stone tied in a
bandkerchief, etc., until he was rescu.ed by
some friendly bands; yet, in all this, .he
preserved the spirit of his Master, which
should tell so mightily. The results of that
preaching were two strong churches planted,
which are indeed cities set on hills, with men
and women within their borders whose piety
and poodness are memorials to the whole

country side. This was accomplished in
scattered country districts : what then could
not be done in the large and rapidly
growing towns of Tasmania? On the
west coast there are large and flourishiag
towns with either small struggling churches
or without any church at all of the
simple New Testament plan. There is
Zeehan, the chief town, and a place of
considerable importance, with a population
of over 5,000, and there a weak, struggliog
church has received but one short visit from
any evangelist. Beaconsfield, with 2,600
inhabitants, had two years ago a chuarch of
six members. Queenstown, with 5,000 in-
habitants, has only six of the people known
simply as disciples of Christ. Gormanston,
a mining centre of 1,760, has a church of
ten members. In addition to this there are
nine other towns of population ranging from
1,000 to 1,800 where no such churches exist,
two of over 2,000 where we are not repre-
sented, and 23 towns of from 400 to 1,000
inhabitants in which we have no churches.
Launceston, with its 20,000 inhabitants,.has
a struggling church of about 35 members,
while the church at Hobart is the only one
supporting an evaungelist—the only one in
the State, with its population of 172,475.
From east and west to north and south there
are fields white to harvest, great wide open
doors. Who will enter in ?
A GREAT REPROACH.

A few years ago a good brother left a
legacy to provide for an evangelist to the
struggling country churches of Tasmania,
and particularly to plant new churches.
Since the departure of C. M. Gordon the
trustees of this fund have been unable to
secure the services of a suitable brother to
carry on this work, and according to the
provisions of the will they have to hand over
to the trustees of the local Benevolent
Society the sum of £50 to account for their
failure in this respect, and thus our reproach
goes forth to the world. What is the
reason? The scarcity of preachers! The
apathy of others! Are they afraid of hard
work in inhospitable districts ?

The Home Missionary Committee of the
churches of Christ in this island have money
lying in the bank for the purpose of
evangelistic work, but cannot find the
brother able and willing to go at that great
command of Jesus, who though in contrast
as the Creator in flesh was poorer than the
birds of the air and beasts of his own
creation (he had not where to lay his head),
“endured the cross, despising the shame,”
¢ that he might bring us to God.” Our need
is first men, not money. Tasmania is suffar-
ing just as much from the blight of sin as
Australia’s larger States. The souls of men
are famished for the one thing needful—that
Bread of Life which if a man eat he shall
never die. * Pray ye therefore the Lord of
the harvest that he may send forth more
laborers into his harvest.”



_ : A '
66 AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN PBUSE 13, 10,
4 THE .
; S55550555095°5595555 5 N
EESS S Ss35555" 55555559599 =555555559°°° gt ions. 8, $§§\\f '
f\"’e@@ 3.;;@.3 ansssasassaa le-s Home HISS . %3 * ol sWoh
‘”':: 23***&“ £ New South a gfgg#g = -,
8% \}-mg 2 m*;’ GEO- wﬂ::;?;eeee cccceccccccesesese? ||InNgln %e’-h'
@aal-l atiéln ceccecececeecceeeeeeeeeesss == '
)] Seceecee ches might # Qur love for distant lands makes i

The forward movement in New South
Wales is the purchase of a tent, and on
August 30 operations begin with a mission
at Lismore. We want to hold missions in
all the large centres in N.S.W., if the
brethren will supply the Committee with
money. £500 a year will be necessary to do
all that needs to be done. This means £1
from 300 members, ro/- from 400 members,
and for this two churches a

longing eyes, as fields where chur

be’l“fg::e%ere are Bathurst,

Wagga, Katoomba, where our plea mig
reached with encouraging results. ik
p Sydney and its suburbs haweh serv’ice
people who never attend any churc ReFTI0 d’
and wherever we have planted churc esd,
sent the right men, success has followed.

Goulburn,
ht be

N

for New South Wales." :
“ As nothing succeeds like Succs

nothing increases giving like giving_-.'“. %

a.VI(aep ]

« Laws and a good police force
our cities quiet, but nothing but the
can save them.”

« What does your Bible tell yo is
duty in the matter of Home Missiongy Jo
you doing what yon cap y Ar

“ Home Missions shoulq

805pe]

year can be established, and
many others strengthened, and
500 souls gained for Christ.
The Richmond River dis-
trict, where we start our tent
work, is one of the most fertile
of all N.S.W. .When the rest
of the State was in the arms of
the giant drought, the country
about Lismore was compara-
tively a garden of Eden. Ifwe
can build vp a strong, self-sup-
porting church at Lismore,
there are pumerous fields easy
of access, ‘‘whie unto the
harvest.” In the Manning
River country we have several
small churches that could be
greatly helped by a mission.
Merewether is making giant
strides, their building being
crowded every Sunday night; additions are
numerous, and Adamstown and Hamilton
are looked at by the Merewether church with

JOHN KINGSBURY,
President of N.S.W. Conference.

THE NEW TENT.

Our needs are, more men, more money,
more faith ; these three, but the greatest of

these is faith.
&

Lives on Fire.
A. E, ILLINGWORTH.

Wanted ! all the brethren and sisters of
New South Wales to become downright
enthusiastic for the propagation of the pure
and simple gospel of Jesus Christ throughout
this State. Wanted! lives on fire for Jesus
Christ—Christians, * fervent in spirit,” lit,
“boiling or seething as over a flame,” burn-
ing and shining lights. Our motive power,
“ Serving the Lord.” People are enthus-
iastic over politics, sports, worldly pastimes,
but how difficult to get them to see that every
detail of our every-day lives should be infused
with this fire of zeal for Jesus Christ !
comes from Greek zzlos, “ to be boiling hot.”
This is what our Home Mission Committee
wants for the success of the gospel in
N.S.W.—every member to be * boiling hot "
for mission work. ¢ Whatsoever .. .. do it
heartily, as unto the Lord.” Brethien, rally
round the Committee, and help us unite and
organise our forces for our glorious plea. We
have dozens of isolated members throughout
this State. Shall we lose this latent power
for gospel effort by apathy or want of organ-
isation? Wanted! money for missions,
money for sins, money for Christ, money for
preachers! Wanted ! a State Evangelist for
New| South Wales! WanTeD! LIVES ON
FIRE |

@

Zeal b

list the sympathy and ¥
co-operation of ever
of Jesus.” Y lollowe

“ Glittering generalitieg in
missionary appeals are y
Dr.Luther Wishard calls thjg,,
ing away at the universe,' We
want to get down to reachiy
a specific body of people, made
up of definite individuals, to g,
particular missionary work i
a certain locality.”

% The command of the King
was ‘ Go.” How can we inte;.
pret it ¢stay,” and spend al|
upoo self and let others work
out their own salvation? And
yet that is the attitude of many
charches, and many charch
m:mbers, in the face of the
world's great ccying for help.”

«Qurs is a situation that demands thought,
prayer, action. There is scarcely a limit to

L. ROSSELL,
Secretary of N.S.W. Conference.

9
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he ssibilities of our Home Missi
whichever direction we move,
\pe work of sowing the gospel
our entire Pome land upon the

science.”
con There is no doubt about it; the congre-
ations that are canvassing faitbfully, mem.
ber by member, are those most interested in
saving our country and saving the world.
The personal contact with duty, and the
individual consciousness that duty is bein
done, combine to build up the power of g
church, esta_bhsh what soldiers call a movale
and make it a liviog and abiding force at
home and abroad.

«We rejoice that there seem to be, gener-

ally speaking, indications that the church is
more ready and w:Ilmg_tban ever, with a
deeper spirit o_f consecration, and a new-born
desire for service, to carry the gospel to those
who need it. Indeed, if we do not, our
Christianity is not of the kind that we ought
to speak mucl_l ,_about. This generation
should be as willing to live for our country
as our fathers were to die for it.”
. «The Lord and his church are constantly
looking for co-workers; they too often find
only onlookers. The great problem facing
the Christian church to-day is how to trans.
form our hundreds and thousands of onlookers
into co-workers in the great work of Home
Missions."

«Plough deep. Throw up the subsoil.
Touch the heart. The fruitage will be full,
the barvest unending. God asks whole-
hearted consecration. No reservation can
be tolerated. Superficial Christianity is not
the kind that seeks and saves the lost. A
copgregation of disciples whose motto is
« For me to live is Christ " needs not to be
agitated to generosity in Home Missions.
They are all at it already. Home Missions
are Christ's command. Loyal disciples
pever question, but obey.”

“If our home churches were always free
from debt and always prosperous, the
objection raised by some that we are sending
too much money away from the home church
would bave some force. But, as a rule, the
less a church gives to the outside work, the
less it raises for its local work. It is the
missionary church that grows. The churches
that fail to give on account of debt and death,
and a thousand other things, seem to bave
little variety of Christian experience.”

on work
Let us press'
throughout

individual

Have You Heard the Great Commission?
- (A Home Mission Song.)

Have you heard the great commission,
Christ's own call for workers true?
Have you caught the vision splendid
Of what Christ through you would do?
Have you felt the joyous rapture
Of the soul in ecstasy,
Gladly saying to the Master,
“ Here am I, send me, send me "*?
Rouse ye, then, to earnest action,
Sound the Word throughout our land ;
Speed ye on the cause of missions,
Help it with a lib'ral band ;
Then the voice of Christ who saves us
May be heard above the strife,
Saying, * Since for me ye've done this,
Come receive the crown of life.”

TH | ‘
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HAustralasia’s Influence.

In the providence of God A i
; ustralasia has
geen Placed in the hands of the British.
ur Amergcan cousins have a saying, * As
tB;_es America, so goes the world.” = Whether
t41S 1s s0 or not it is certain that our
Influence is destined to extend not only to
the islands of the Pacific and Indian Oceans,
but also to the shores of mighty empires of
the ancient world. Java, with'its 20 millions,
Borneo and Sumatra, to the whole of the
East Indian Archipelago, are but connecting
links with India and China, whose 700 or
800 millions are practically our near
neighbors.  Not by the weight of numbers,
but by the force of intellect and energy, the
_Bnllsh stock in this land must necessarily
influence those for good or evil. Connected
with those countries by the ever-strengthen-
log ties of trade and commerce, and with the
rapidly increasing developments of commun-
Ication and transit, we cannot but have our
Impress upon the people themselves. . What
that influence shall be depends upon what
we are, and that again depends upon the
extent to which we are influenced by the
gospel of Christ.
4

Home and Foreign Missions.

As a religious community the Australasian
disciples of Christ are becoming an energetic
missionary people, and their capacity for
Foreign Mission effort must of course depend
upon their success in the bome land. Hence
it follows that every supporter of Foreign
Missions should be a warm advocate of
Home Missions. As we gain in numbers
here so we gain in strength and extend to
other lands. What is needed now is a
strong base from which to labor and send
supplies. Occasionally we have ill-informed
brethren comparing the relative advantages
of Home or Foreign Missions to the dispar-
agement of one or the other. They are the
two halves of the whole, and we have no
right to divide them. No one need fear
that the advance of home work will damage
the foreign. To extend the work here simply
means to increase our efficiency to extend to
the regions beyond.

Our Opportunity.

Those pleading for the restoration of the
ancient gospel are not a powerful people here
as numbers go.  Our 18,000 members seem
an insignificant force compared with the
membership of some of the larger bodies.
But the truth we plead for is living and
powerful, and to our Leader has been given
all power in heaven and on earth. Then the
fature is bright with promise., Evangelistic
enthusiasm is on the increase.  The simple
truth is winning its way at an ever-increas-
ing rate of progress, and in this young

' country as in America we can expect’ to

advance with giant strides. Indeed, we
have an advantage over our American
brethren, in that we commenced our work
with the very infancy of the nation. Who
can doubt, in the light of the brief history of
our work in America, that if the plea we
make had been presented when the Colonies
were planted thers, it would have been the

most powerful Protestant religious force in
that country to-day? If we are faithful to
our plea, and use the means God has given
us for its presentation, what future may we
not expect ? Now is our golden opportunity. -
In every town there should be a church of
Christ planted, and in every new township
a block of land should be secured for future
use. All this means money, but we have the
money. We only need to use it. Shall we
doso?
L

Lestern Australia.

BunBURy.—Among the many pressing
calls to our Home Mission Committee none
come with more force than that from
Bunbury. This town is one of the oldest in
the State, but, like Perth and other towns,
it has of late years grown rapidly. Itis the
centre of a large and fast developing
agricultural district and the seaport for the
vast timber trade of that part. A few miles
inland are the Collie coalfields, destined to
become a flourishing factor in the prosperity
of the State. A few brethren are now at
Collie, and with an evangelist at Bunbury
these could almost immediately be formed
into a vigorous church. At Donnybrook,
Preston, Harvey and other places within
reach, there are also brethren, some of whom
are meeting, while at Bunbury itself, an
energetic little band is occupying a hall and
calling to us for aid. The whole district is
solidly prospering, and the prosperity must
be permanent. But we need means, and we
need them at once to occupy this most
inviting of fields.

Thoughts on Giving.

“ There are too many in the church, to-
day, whose religious joy is so seraphic that
it always soars above the financial wants of
the church. They always look to the ceiling,
which they think is heavenward, when the
collection-box comes around.

“ This class always backslides during a
missionary sermon, and their religious joy
sinks below zero if they are asked for ome
shilling. They are always trembling for
fear the pastor will drive all religion out of
the church by taking so many collections."

¢ A good deal of labor has been spent in
trying to recover some of the lost arts of
antiquity. Is it not time that we try and
recover this almost lost grace of primitive
Christianity " g

“If stinginess is a disease, there are too
many people in the church who need a
doctor." ;

« The man who lives to help other people
will soon bave other people living to help
him."

« And so it is true, as the proverb says:—
¢ The water you pour on the roots of the
cocoanut tree comes back to you from the
top, in the sweet milk of the cocoanut.’” You
may hang up a bar of slightly tempered steel,
strike it with a mallet, and make it a magnet.
Then with that magnet you may, by rubbiog
other bars with it, make them magnets too;
and it is wonderful that, instead of making
the magoetic power of that first bar less, you
increase it. So it is with the grace of giving."
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COOLGARDIE. PERTH. FREMANTLE. IQQE%OORLIE'
© BUNBURY.  SOUTHERN CROSS. islas ERVILLE
MENZIES. KANOWNA. SUBIACO. LEED 5

Some Towns in Western Australia Waiting for the Primitive Gospel.

West Australian Brethren :
ATTENTION !!! |

HOW MUCH a week are you i |
earnest about extension work
in your State ?

e cUE == SOME W.A. FACTS!|
9 ' T
w A . T E D '{/RA W.A. is now producing more gold
GERALDTON MAGNEY LEQHO than all the other States of the
\a Commonwealth combined.
MENZIES W.A. exports more timber than all

The H.M. Committee needs £r12

PER WEEK 1o meet current
expenses.

Are YOU giving YOUR share, or
are you letting someone else
do it for you?

Please send in your arrears for

Home Missions to your church
secretary AT ONCE.

The Committee needs your offer-
ing, and s

NEEDS IT NOW
ARY”

MEN! °

SOUTHERN

BUSSELTON
DONNYBROOK

BRIDGETOWN
AISG'ANY

ESPERANCE
. e

the other States put together.

W.A. has more agricultural land
| available for selection than all
the rest of Australia, with Tas-
mania thrown in.

W.A. has more pastoral country
to be taken up than the com-
bined States of Queensland,
New South Wales and Victoria,

W.A. has sufficient grazing land
in the Kimberly districts alone
to supply the whole of Aus-
tralasia with beef. :

—

@ @ @ @ @ THE GOLDEN IWEST,. @ ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥

SIZE.

In the g76,000 square miles of territory in
W.A. there is room for the mighty Empire of
Germany in Europe at one end, with her

. great rival, France, at the other. Between
them could be placed Italy, Spain, Switzer-
land, Servia, Belgium, Greece, Holland, and
Denmark, with the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Ireland to keep them all in
order. Aod even then Tasmania's 26,000
square miles would have to be rolled in to
fill up the vacant space.

RESOURCES.

The gold alone at present rate of produc-
tion will this year exceed the enormous
amount of nine millions sterling; pearly
seventy tons weight, a record yield. There
are practically inexbaustible supplies of coal
and copper, while silver, tin and other
minerals are being developed. The immense
timber forests form a most valuable asset to
the State, and large pastoral areas are being
opened up, But it is to agriculture that we
must look for the greatest permanent results,

and this is advancing by leaps and bounds.
The very liberal land laws and the absence
of droughts in the . widespread agricultural
districts are atiracting large numbers of
farmers from the less fortunate States.

: POPULATION.

In all this great country, with its vast
resources, the population is only a little over
220,000, but it has quadrupled' during the
last twelve years and is still rapidly growing.
It requires no prophetic insight to foresee
that in a comparatively short time the State
will contain a million of people.

CHURCH STATISTICS, :

Only 12 churches, and some of them very
small, with an aggregate membership of
about 1100, are pleading for a return to * the
old paths* of apostolic Christianity. But the
cause is growing even more rapidly than the
population. In 1897, when statistics were
first tabulated, there were but 3 churches,
with 169 members, Three years later the
membership recorded was 541, ‘and since
then it has more than doubled, We may

well ¢ thank God and take courage.”
OUR IMPERATIVE NEEDS,
At last Conference resolutions were passed
recommending the immediate engagement of
a State Evangelist and assistant to conduct
tent and other missions; also in favor of
rendering evangelistic aid to the struggliog
brethren at Bunbury, Coolgardie, Southern
Cross and Leederville. To carry these out
we need at least two more evangelists, in
addition to those with the tent., Ourimpera-
tive needs, then, are men and means to sup-
port them. No other State in Australasia
presents such a promising field. But if we
are to become a mighty force for Christ in
this rapidly growing country we must con-
tinue to grow with its growth. Progress
commensurate with the importance ot the
plea we present can only be attained by a
much greater consecration of time, talents
and wealth. Let every member in every con-
gregation and every isolated brother in the State
move in the matter, and move af once. Sec-
retary's address, A. A. Lightfoot, Subiaco.

# « 81000 FOR HOME MISSIONS. + «
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old, the Lord thy God hath set
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“GIPERCY PITTMAN.
e o S

land before thee: go up and
tl':;s:ss it, as the Lord God of thy
fathers hath sand'unto thee ; fear
not, neither be discouraged."”

% % Xk

Arise, Shine!

Australia, mistress of the vine,
s:;g}hth: golden wheat, the olive-

oves,—

Lift the lamp of Truth, and let it
8!

Where the shepherd tends his

bleating droves,

Where the reaper binds the amber

sheaf,

grape grows purple, under

the yellow leaf.

Lift the lamp of Truth, and let its

And the

rays
Flood the desert with the beam
divine,
Gild the margins of thy gulfs and
bays,
Pierce the shafts and tunnels of
the mine,
Light the city streets, the highways
broz' o lory, the gl
ill the land’s one glory, the glo
Tl e the Lord | &

W (
Our Map.

On referring to the map it
will be seen that there are ten
towns in this State with a pop-
ulation of over 1,000 where the
primitive gospel in all its fulness
is unknown ; seven with over
700, and nine with over 500
inhabitants. Besides the towns
marked on the map, there are
fourteen with a population over
400, the size of Willunga:
twenty-seven with over 300,
the size of Stirling East; fifty-
three with over 200, the size of
Williamstown ; fifty with over
150, the size of Mallala; sev-
enty-nine with over 100, the
size of Milang ; and a hundred
and forty-three with over so. w
Altogether there are three hun-
dred and ninety-two towns in
the -State, as large as towns

7
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Aggressive Churches.

Quite a number of churches
are to be commended for mak-
ing efforts to evangelise the
‘“regions beyond.” Grote-st.
church held a mission in a
crowded part of the city at
some distance from the chapel,
resulting in 27 decisions. The
churches at Balaklava and
Alma permitted Bro. Clow to
commence operations at Ham-
ley Bridge. A tent mission
was held, but the incessant
rain hindered the work. A
good interest was roused, how-
ever, and there is every pros-
pect of the cause taking root
there. The Hindmarsh and
York churches have united in
a tent mission conducted by
J- C. F. Pittman and H. g
Horsell, with a view to esta
lishing a cause at Croydon.
The Queenstown church has
decided to open new ground at
the Semaphore. The Norwood
church intend to release Bro.
Rankine shortly to conduct a
tent mission in conjunction
with Percy Pittman at Pros-
pect. In addition to these, the
following churches have held
missions in connection with
their own local work: Milang,
Stirling East, Willunga, Glen-
elg and Williamstown. Long
Plain has erected a new chapel.
A meeting for breaking of bread
has been commenced at Saddle-
worth, in the house of Bro.
Plant. These various efforts
indicate that we have entered
upon a period of renewed ac-
tivity. Let every church re-
solve to be at the front, and on
the firing line. * Forward be
our watchword.”

%
Wanted:

PENOLA +

where we already have chur-
ches, still to be evangelised. At present we
have churches in twenty-nine towns. What
about the remaining THREE HUNDRED AND
SIXTY-THREE ? Is it not high time a State
Evangelist were sent out into these fields
“ white unto harvest ""?
W
A Few More Figures.
South Australia has a population of 362,604
Persons, according to the census of rgor.
he disciples of Christ in the State number
3388, The other 359,216 are not disciples,
but it is time they were. More than a quarter
of a million souls in the State to be won for
Tist and primitive Christianity !

According to the census, the Congregation-
alists are twice as strong as the churches of
Christ,- Baptists three times, Presbyterians
three times, Roman Catholics eight times,
Methodists fifteen times, and Church of
England seventeen times. The Church of
England figures are no doubt exaggerated,
and the others include many who are not
actually members, but still we are a long
way behind, and will need a long and strang
pull to get to the front. )

The census makes us two-thirds as strong
again as the Salvation Army, but we think
the latter make more noise. We need to let
the people know we exist, and are a growing
power for good in the State,

A State Evangelist.
The evangelists employed by the Com-
mittee, Bren. Selwood, Crosby, and Weeks,
are doing good work in their respective fields,

- They have been encouraged by many de-

cisions for Christ, and are forwarding and
consolidating the work in the following
fields :—Kadina, Strathalbyn, Goolwa, Wil-
lunga, and McLaren Vale. But while we
are thankful for the successful labors of these
devoted men, we would like to be doing still
more. It is our earnest hope that we may be
able to employ a State Evangelist after
Conference. An able preacher would raise
the larger part of his own salary, and the
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increase in the giving power of the brother-
hood, through the new members brought in,
would make the investment a paying one.
The weaker country churches would be built
up, and new causes established everywhere.
The tent would be used to much better
advantage than at present. We have spent
too much money in past years on little local
efforts. The State calls for wider statesman-
ship. We must launch out into the deep
and let down the nets. We must send the
sowers up and down the land. Who will
promise £5 towards the support of a State
Evangelist ?
o

The Tent.

Four missions have been held in the tent
already. Up to date of writing 6o souls
have been won through this agency. When
we remember that we have had wet weather
most of the time, and that the missions have
been held by those who have never preached
in a tent before, we must concede that the
ten: has started well. It cost £50, and if
only 50 souls had been won in it, they would
bave been marvellously cheap at £1 per head,
but there will be hundreds of conversions yet
in the gospel tent. The brethren will agree
that it was a good investment.

N
The Coming Conference.

The Conference will be held on September
7th to 1oth. All particulars will be given
in the special Conference number of the
CHrIsTIAN. Secretaries of churches are asked
to forward the usual letter to the Conference,
containing church news and suggestions for
the coming year. The Sunday School meet-
ing will be held in the Town Hall, as well as
the Home Mission meeting. The tea-meeting
will be held in the Town Hall on September
1oth. John Fischer, of Kermode-st., North

Adelaide, bas charge of the tickets for the’

tea-meeting. Intending visitors to the Con-
fer: nce who require accommodation are asked
to send their names to Mr. Arthur Verco, 23
Wiight-st., Adelaide.

4
The Southern District.

A. W. PEARCE.

The Southern District is * white unto

harvest,” not only in the places where we
bave a church, but in other country towns.
A State Evangelist would soon establish
churches where at present we are unknown.
Such places as Goolwa, Port Elliot, Port
Victor, the present summer resorts, and then
through our hills, Clarendon Meadows, Mt.
Barker, Woodside, and others, could be
worked successfully. A tent mission at
Goolwa would no doubt accomplish much
good, as Bro. Crosby and a faithful band of
workers have been sowing precious seed there
for some time. The tent mission at Stirling
East was a great success. During the six
months of Bro. Thomas’ labor there sixty
have been added. Meetings have also been
started at Bridgewater, The tent mission at

Willunga held by J. C. F. Pittman and Bro. .

Weeks was also very successful, reviving the
work in that district. Special gospel meetings
were held in Milang early in May, and re-

‘ SW
- Sunday School.

i sorry to
sulted in seven access1ons. We are sorry

lose Bro. Thomas, but rejoicet ;hla;bol:ric;
Bennett from Victoria has come g
our midst. We press forward hopetully.

Thoughts on Giving.

dency to
« Money has a dangerous ten "
escape ser{ice and assume the role of master'a

Bro. Sambo says:—I'se kn_owed mﬁn){)m
church to die 'cause it didn’t g_lb‘ enough, ib
I neber knowed a church to die 'cause ltd g
too much. Dey don't die dat way- Bre l'gfi‘é
hab any ob you knowed a church tot let
‘cause it gib too much? If you do, jus dat
me know, and I'll make a pilgrimage to s
church, and I'll climb up by de soft light o
de moon to its moss-covered roof, and lift up
my hands to heben and say, “ Blessed am de
dead dat die in de Lord.” .

« We imagine we are making sacrifices for
Christ's éake when we return but a beggarly
recognition of his inestimable love and sacri-
fice.. When someone spoke to David
Livingstone of his sacrifices in Africa,he ’S,a'd:
«Sacrifices? 1 never made a sacrifice.

« Recently, in one of the mission stations
in China, a man appeared bending under the
burden of a large sack. A wrinkled hand
stretched from the mouth of the sa_.ck, holding
out to the missionary a small string of cash.
The man’s aged mother had so coveted the
joy of bringing the collection to the missionary
with her own hands, that he bad brought her
in a sack. This was the only vehicle he
could afford. The happy face of the aged
woman was touching to behold when it was
learned that her offering was cheerfully given
from poverty so severe that she was compelled
to mix earth with her scanty food, that it
might seem to go further and satisfy the
cravings of hunger.”

« It is because we sow sparingly that we
reap sparingly ; it is because we give so little
that we have so little enjoyment over what
we keep back. If you lay by what you ought
to lay out, God's curse must be upon it. And
it may be as fuel for your children’s lusts—a
temptation to allure them into paths of sin
and ruin. It is better to give to God's needy
ones, and live under the smile of God, than
to withhold with the barn full, but the soul
empty ; with wealth increasing, and the soul
starving, until at Jast it shall be said : ¢ Thou
fool, this night thy soul shall be required of
thee.! ¢The Lord loveth a cheerful giver.
¢ The liberal soul shall be made fat.’ "

“To be a Christian in the year of grace
1903 lifts ordinary men to the plane of giants.
A common laborer performs to-day the pro-
digies of Samson and Hercules. A young
girl in our public schools guides the intellec-
tual development of the men of to-morrow
more perfectly than Plato taught Athenian
youths. The spiritual might of Moses and
Paul are put within reach of every child of
God. Moses before Pharaoh, and Paul before
Nero, faced no greater crisis than confronts
ordinaty disciples to-day. It is not a time
for- penny collections. Let us come up to
the house of God and consecrate ourselves
unto the Lord, as Moses and Paul did of
old. Then what we find in our hands will
surprise us by its efficiency in advancing the
kingdom." .

August 13, 1903,
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brought unto him [ittle
Then were W—Mﬁfhew 19: I3. hildren,

LessoN FOR AUGUST 30TH,
David Spares Saul.

1 Sam. 26: 5-12; 2I1-25.

1den Text :—*But I say unto you t!]lag hear, Lo
yofl? enemies, do good to them bate you."—Luke§: 2";

Some important and interesting events take
place during the interval between this and
the last lesson. David goes to Nob, where he
eats of the shewbread. He takes Goliath’s
sword and flees to Gath. These incidents

are the narrative of 1 Sam. 21. Soon, how-
ever, the persecuted David is obliged to flee
from place to place as he is pursued by Saul.
A Philistine invasion for a while causes Saul
to relax in his efforts against David. David,
whilst in a cave in the wilderness of Enged,
has an opportunity to slay Saul, but stays
his hand, after which the conscience-stricken
Saul acknowledges his sin against David.
The nation sorrows for the death of Samuel
(r Sam. 25: 1). After many exciting adven-
tures, Saul starts again in the pursuit of
David, but he falls into the hands of his rival,
and this incident supplies the lesson for to-day.
At Ziph, David and 600 of his followers
are hiding, when the natives of the district
inform the king of David's whereabouts.
David's small army was encamped along the
hills near by, whilst Saul took up a position
on a leading road. David, going down to
where Saul was camped and sleeping, evid-
ently surprised his followers, as the reply of
Abishai, one of Saul’s servants, would make
us believe. Seeing that the sleeping king
and his host were completely surprised by
David, and that he could, if he wished, slay
Saul, Abishai wanted to slay his king right
away. But with a courage and heart so rare
for one in such a position as his, David de-
clares, *“ Destroy him not; for who can
stretch forth his hand against the Lord’s
anointed ?” But David made it clear that not
he, but the Lord himself, would slay Saul.
Taking the king’s spear and the cruse of
water, David departs. Again Saul confesses
to David, promising to do him no more .
harm. H, G. MasTON,
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e WMissions in Victoria :
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The 6,550 members in Victoria are
distributed as follows :—In Melbourne and
subuhs, 27 congregations, and 4,140 mem.
pers. In the country, 71 congregations, and
2,401 members.

There are 29 churches in places of less

e

" than 100 population,

There are 17 churches’ in places of from
100 to 300 population. 5

There are 7 ch_urches in places of from
8oo to 700 population.

There are 7 chux_‘cbes in places of from

00 to 1,500 population.

A large number of our congregations are in
comfmunities where there is little prospect of
growth.

In this State we have—
40 churches with less than 25 members.

22 " " - " 50 "
16 " " " 100 "
20 ,, »more than 100

"
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H. G. HARWARD. A

Facts and Figures. é

o)

In the Central District—
Kyneton with 3,300 population,

Creswick |, 250 i
Daylesford, 4,000 "
Clunes

»n 3,200 < m

With the enlargement of the work in the

Bendigo and Ballarat Districts,

In the North Western District—

Ararat with 3,600 population.
Stawell

» 5,300 A
Nhill 71500 y
Dimboola 1,000 -

In the Northern District — .

St. Arnaud with 3,600 population,
Inglewood

I,300 "
Charlton w 700 e
Kerang » 1,100 "

In the North Eastern District—
Rutherglen with 1,700 population,
Wangaratta , 2,500 5

I

JGOSPEL TENY\_

2

2 (-]

With a little self denial the offering for
Home Missions could be trebled.

Let every member secure a small money
box such as the “Post Office Savings
Bank,” holding 24 pennies. Put in 2d. per
week, open at the end of the quarter, and
remit the amount to the Home Mission
Treasurer.

The

OIL is fertile.
dredfold.

EED is prime quality, first grade,
from the old Jerusalem storehouse. -

OWERS are industrious, earnest
workers. They know how to drive
the gospel plough, and how to use
the reaper and binder.

REMEMBER.

Our WaTcHWORD is— 1,500 souls for
Christ, and £2,000 for Home Missions this

It will yield a hun-
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In the Gippsland District there are 11 Beechworth , 2,500 " year " "V\_/hat are you doing towards
churches and 306 members. Chiltern » 1,300 " accomplishing this ?. :

In the Western District there are 5
churches and 155 members.

In the North Western District there are
16 churches and 518 members.

In the North Eastern District there are 8
churches and 166 members.

In the Northern District there are 7
churches and 188 members.

In the Central District
churches and 1,045 members.

there are 18

SoMe FieLps We SuouLp CULTIVATE.

In the Western District— !
Camperdown with 1,600 population.

erang » 1,500 "
Hamilton v 4,000 "
Portland v 2,100 "

In the Gippsland District— .
Warragul with 1,600 population :
Sale v 3,400 " -
Bairnsdale , 3,270 "

There is no need to “GO WEST " for
inviting fields. Victoria is largely virgin
soil for the primitive gospel.

JUST THINK.

1d, per week for Home Missions from
every member means an income of £1,400

er year.

- :g,d. per week for Home Missions from
every member means an income of £2,100

er year. i
z 2d}t per week for Home Missions from
every member means an income of £2,800
per year. -

This last amount would more than defray
expenses, and make it possible to enter new
fields. Almost every member ct_)uld con-
tribute this sum without any sacrifice. All
that is necessary is regular and systematic
giving. BEGIN RIGHT NOW !

“GIVING is one of the Christian GRACES !
See that ye abound in this grace also.”

That Victorian Mission fields are'white
already to harvest, if we but thrust in the
sickle.

That the work of the State Evangelists is
all arranged up to next Conference, and there
are sufficient applications for special missions
to keep them busy the greater part of next
year. °

Since the close of the reports for the last
Conference Brethren Harward and Pittman
have had 175 additions in their mission wotk.

The Home Mission Committee can only
carry on the work entrusted to them as the
churches supply the means.

“ The King's business requireth haste."”
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Home Mission work is a safe investment.
The’ returns are sure, the dividends are
large, and the interest compound. How much
have you invested in this soul-saving work ?

Selfishness is not a part of primitive
Christianity.

_ The gospel is free. It costs nothing to get
into the kingdom. You must pay to stay in!

¢ Whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he

- also reap,” is true in the evangelising of this

State. Stint the field of grain and you stint
the barn of sheaves.

)
SOME QUERIES.
Does your preacher encourage Missions ?

1f not he will soon have no mission to
encourage him.

How much did your congregation con-
tribute to Home Missions last year? Are
you proud of its gift ? Has your local work
been crippled by your generosity ?

What did you give to send the gospel
throughout this State ? Have you made the
least sacrifice for the work of the Lord ?

Have you a real, live interest in the

restoration of primitive Christianity ? How
much in £ s. d. is your parin.rship worth ?

Do you pray for the work and the
workers ? .

Do you pay for Home Missions ?

|

'HOME MISSION CATECHISM.

Q. Who are the Home
Committee ?

A. Brethren Millis, Dr. Cook, Lyall,
ohnston, Thurgood. Maston, Dunn, T. J.
ook, Moysey, Greenwood, Craigie and
McLellan.

Q. What is the work of the Committee ?
A. To direct the work of evangelisation
in the Home Mission fields of Victoria, on
behalf of the Associated Churches of Christ.

Q. How many evangelists are employed ?

A. 8. Bren. Harward and Pittman (State
Evangelists), Leng and Oram (Kaniva
Circuit), Clyde.dale (Mallee Circuit), Lud-
brook (Echuca Circuit), Cameron, (Wedder-
burn Circuit), Connor, (Castlemaine and
Barker's Creek).

Q. How many churches are subsidised ?
A. 3.Newmarket, Croydonand Footscray.

Mission

Are more workers needed ?
A. Yes. Both in old fields and new.

How is the work supported ?
A. By the freewill offerings of the mem-
bers of the churches in Victoria.

Do all the memt ers give ?
A. Bynomeans. Many of them do not
give anything or at most very small offerings.
. What income is needed for the work ?
A. £2.000 will defray all expenses this
year. ' :

Q. Why is it so difficult to raise this

amount ? :
A. Because of the selfishness and in-

difference of tke members.
: How may the Home Mission offering
be increased ?

A. By each member contributing 2
definite sum every week. 3d. per week from
6 0oo disciples would mean £300 for Home
Missions every month.

Q. How much did I give last year ?

How much will I give this year ?
. Send the answer to the Treasurer ?

. Who is the Treasurer ? ;
. W. C. Craigie, 259 L. Collins-street,
Melbourne. i

Q. WhenshallIsend?
A. «Now is the accepted time.”

Q. What is the motto for this year’s
work ?
A. 1,500 souls for: Christ, and £ 2,000 for
Home Missions.
@

Is it nothing to you, O ye Christians,

That thousands of persons to-day
In this great State of Victoria

Are rapidly passing away ?

They are in the bondage of Satan—

By sectarian chains held bound ;
They need the pure gospel to free them,
’* They await its joyful sound.

To you, so much has been given

Of light, and truth, and love,

Will you help win their lives for heaien

With the message God sent from above?

>0 PO P

From The Field.

The field is the world.—Matt. 133 38,
0

New Zealand.

WEeLLINGTON.—Lord’s Day, 1g9th inst, was the
first anniversary of our “Clyde Quay" Sunday
School. Special addresses were given by Bren. Bull
and Wright, to which good attention was paid. The
opening of this school certaioly proved a step in the
right direction. It started with 58 scholars, and has
since doubled its number. The school is managed
by Bro. Dick, as Superintendent, assisted by a live
and capable staff of teachers. They certainly labor
pnder difficulties, the school being held in the day
school infant class room, plenty large enough, but
inconvenient and uncomfortable. But when we
remember that only a few years ago our South
Wellington brethren met and held their Sunday
School in a day school infant class room, and now
have a nice chapel and Sunday School of their own,

and that our little band of teachers at Clyde Quay -

have got plenty of go in them, we have reason to look
forward for great things in the future, by God's help.
CK.

CHRISTCHURCH.—We are glad to report that at the
conclusion of Bro Manifold’'s earnest address last
Lord's Day evening, two young men made the good
confession. -

Preparations are now well in hand for the Sunday
School anniversary, which will be celebrated on
August 2nd and Gth, when we hope to repeat' the
successes of former years. , 5 b

We bave lately been favored with a visit from Bro.
and Sister Johnston, of Enmore, N.S.W.

]uly 29. G. P. PurRNELL.

TaABERNACLE, DuUNEDIN.—At the close of an
earnest address to-night (Augus 2nd) by M. W,

August 13, 1903,
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Green, on our « Glorious Redemption,” a Marrieq
lady—wife of one of the brethren—and a young man
approaching 30 )ears of age, made the gooqg
confession.

0

Victoria.

SouTH YARRA.—The anniversary services just cop.
cluded bave been very successful, and we believe
have greatly helped to confirm our influence in the
district for good. It was considered a bold step (o
engage the Prahran Town Hall, but it has proved the
right thing. On Sunday evening Bro. Mahop
preached a great discourse, in our usual meeting
place, to a full house. On Wednesday, some 260
persons sat down to tea in the Town Hall, and such 8
crowd attended the after meeting that the doors were
closed early, and the 1,000 people or thereabout who
heard Bro Mahon's eloquent address on our great
plea for Christian union could not but be deeply
impressed. Bro. Johnston also made an interesting
speech on the value of Bible Schools, with a word of
advice to Superintendents and others not to wound
the susceptibilities of elder scholars by continually
addressing the whole assembled school as ** children.”

We greatly appreciate the kind encouragement
given us by the different churches, and especially the
loving sympathy and- help of the members of. the
Prahran church. : :

August 9. D.AL,

WiLLiamMsTowN.—The special mission is being
largely attended, and so far there have been 31 con-
fessions, two reclaimed, and one baptised believer
added. Last Sunday morning six were received into
fellowship.

Aug. 11. E.CK,

MEeLBOURNE (Swanston-street).—Splendid meeting
last Lord’s Day morning. Three were received into
fellowship, one by letter, and twg who had been
immersed during the week, In the evening there was
an excellent attendance. A large number of strangers
are now attendiog our gospel meetings. Weduoesday
evening meetings keeping up well. R.L.

BaLMAIN-ST.,, RicEMOND.—A lady nobly came
forward last night. Our Sunday School is growing;
it has now fourteen teachers. Failing to win the
hearts of brethren elsewhere to help in erecting the
mission chapel here, a brother offered to go into debt
for the remaining £ 50 needed. With prayer to God the
converts here have decided on erecting forthwith a
building to seat 400. R. Campbell Edwards gener-
ously becomes responsible for the debt involved. God
help us in our great undertaking. A promise from
Mrs. Edwards, of Glenferrie, of £10 when building
starts is most gratefully acknowledged.

August 10. P. J. Poxp.

NEWMARKET.—On Lord's day morning, August 2nd,
two were received into fellowship, and in the evening
a large audience listened to Bro. Greenwood. On
Wednesday evening, at 6.30, a tea for the members of
the church was held. Sister Greenwood was respon-
sitlale for the success which attended suchan excellent
repast. About 114 sat down to tea, and at 8 o'clock
a programme was arranged, and impromptu items
were rendered by several of the members. During
the evening a collection was taken up, resulting in the
sum of £2/13/6 and promises from two brethren for
a guinea each, total £4/15/6, towards local tent
mission fund. On Sunday morning one was received
into fellowship, and in the evening one wu:wb‘d'

BaLLARAT (Dawson-st.),—The half-yearly business
meeting was held on July 1sth, when the balance-
sheet for the past si:_: months, duly audited, was
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submitted, as were also reports from the church
secretary, the Bible School, and Dorcas Soci
The church secretary’s report showed that twelve
members have been added during the Past six months
seven by obedience, two restored, and three by let:er'
while eleven have received letters of transfer to othe;
churches, and one has fallen asleep, leaving the mem.
persbip the same as on January xst, 1903. The Bible
School is prospering, the income for the past twelyve
months being £23; expenditure to the same sum,
Under the Red and Blue scheme, inaugurated by
C. L. Thurgood when on his visit here some two
months 2go, 50 new scholars have been added.

iety.

“ Quite a bealthy rivalry has sprung up and is still

going on. The Dorcas is strong and healthy, and is
doing good work. The attendance at the church
meetings is on the whole very good, both Lord’s day
morning and evening. The morning collections
amount to nearly £62 for the six months. Out of
this, £12 was given away for mission and benevolent
purposes outside of Ballarat; fo/1o0/- was spent on
evangelistic work and advertising; £2 was given to
the Dorcas work; {14 was added to the building
fund, and £8 to the special mission fund (this fund
now stands at £26 credit). The balance was absorbed
in current expenses. The use of the organ in the
evening services has lately been adopted at the request
of a large number of church members, and against
the wish of a few. An earnest feeling prevails amongst
the members, and all are anxious to push on the
Lord's work. Disappointment was expressed at not
being able to secure a tent mission for Ballarat. The
present feeling is now in favor of special services to
be beld in the chapel, and the officeis are requested
to arrange same if possible in November. C.M.

Benp16o.—The Sunday School Rally contest ended
on June 28th, with a decisive victory for the Reds
under Captain Alfred Streader. The Blues, captained
by Daniel Stewart, never lost heart from .the begin-
ning, and worked very hard to secure the coveted
honor. Through the earnest efforts of both sides, the
school is more than doubled in numbers. This
includes not only children, but men and women as
well. The attendance in the Bible Class on the last
day was 157. The Infant Class was not divided into
Reds and Blues, but the new scholars were counted in
the totals brought. - The first division showed 110 on
each side, and on the first day 91 Reds and 75 Blues
were present, while on the last day 219 Reds and 196
Blues attended. Of these 62 Reds and 47 Blues made
their first appearance. ‘Altogether of new scholars
the Reds brought 220 and the Blues 212—a total of
432 for the quarter. The aggregate attendances were
respectively 1657 and 1463.

The Rally social came off on July 29th in the
Masonic Hall, and was an equal, success—a good
programme (in which the Castlemaine Quariette Party
took part), speeches by the captains,.finishing with
coffee and cake. Eathusiasm reigoed the whole time.

Our next move is a mission, for which the scholars
will do a lot of work, commencing August 23rd, Bro.
Connor of Castlemaine preaching. -

-—_.-_0.—-

New South Wales.

Lismore.—Morning and evening meetings continue
to be well attended, Last night two young females
were immersed, and a young man the Sunday prev-
lous, We celebrated the church_ aoniversary on
Wednesday Jast by a tea and public meeting. A
g0od attendance, and everything passed oft very well
indeed, |, . :

We are anticipating great results from the Tent
Mission, to commence on 3oth inst., as T. Bagley is
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coming from Sydney to do the principal part of the
Speaking. Our motto is, ** Fifty souls for Christ."

Pleased to teport J. P. F. Walker is much better
and able to attend meetings.

August 1, F.R F.

0

South Australia.

MILANG.—One confession and two baptisms at the
week-night meeting on August 4th. Anotber con-
fession last Lord’s Day, G. S. BENNETT.

QUEENSTOWN.—Meetings good all day. Two were
received in at the morning meeling. In the evening
one confessed Christ. He is the mainstay of a
widowed mother, whose heart is now rejoicing at
seeing her first-born son surrender in loving and loyal

obedience to the King Eterpal;
August ro.

W. MoFFIT.

GROTE-STREET.—Good meetings to-day. Bro. Grin-
stead addressed the church this morning, and A. T.
Magarey preached this evening, taking as his subject
*“ Eternal Existence.” At the close of the service,
the ordinance of baptism was attended to, one young
lady obeying her Lord. Gilles-street meetings are
improving. Bro. Grinstead conducted the service
to-night. The place was well filled, and a very suc-
cessful meeting was held.

Aug, 9. E.R.M.

HinDMARsH.—A week ago we had the joy of
welcoming one into fellowship after confession and
baptism. Last evening we were further cheered at
the conclusion of the service in the chapel when three
others confessed the Lord. This is apart from the
tent mission.

Aug. 10. A.G.

KapiNa.—On Lord's day, 2nd August, the 3rd
anniversary of the church was held, Bro. Gore being
with us and giving three splendid addresses; to the
church at the morning service, and at 2 45 and 6.30
p.m., the latter being on * The Exaltation of Christ,"
On Wednesday afternoon, sth inst., the usual tea and
public meeting was held, the good things provided
being well patronised by a large assembly. Speeches
were given by Bros. Barr, Uffendell and Gore. A
recitation was given by Bro. Hilliar. The reports,
which were satisfactory, were read by Bro. Jackson.
Special singing was rendered, under the direction of
Bro. Selwood., Bro. Kennedy occupied the chair,
All the meetings were well attended, especially the
Lord’s day evening, when the hall was filled with an
attentive congregation. Oug prospects are still
hopeful. We thank God and take courage. i

August 8. jle i J.S.

NorTH ADELAIDE.—The annual tea and public
meeting was held on August 5th, and was very largely
attended. ], Manning, of Grote-st., presided over the
public meeting. The secretary showed by his report
that during the year 39 had been received into the
church by faith and baptism; formerly immersed, 4;
from sister congregations, 12; total additions, s55.
Against this the church has lost by transfer to sister
churches, 4; removed from roll, 2; withdrawn from,
1; by death, 4. Thus the nett gain is 44. Total
pumber on roll, including Prospect, 259. 24 souls
were gathered in through the efforts of Bro, Walden's
mission nearly a year ago.

Percy Pittman is at present engaged in a three
months’ mission at Prospect, preparatory to holding
a tent mission there in October next, which A, C.
Rankine has kindly qonsented to conduct.

That the members at North Adelaide are alive to
the claims of missionary work at home and abroad,
and any worthy object needing assistance, is evident
from the following sums contributed during the year:

Home Mission Fund, £29/1/-; Sunday School, £26/3/-;
Foreign and Kanaka Mission, £23/9/6; Nursing
Society Fund, N.A., £1/8/-; Rescue Home, Victoria,
£5 Prospect Building Fund, £54/3/6: also collected
by two young sisters for Foreign and Kanaka Missions,
£10/11/-, making a total of £149/16/-, besides which the
sum of £18/1/- was collected to defray expenses in con-
nection with Bro. Walden's mission. All the various
organisations in connection with the church were °
reported to be in a satisfactory condition.

During the evening excellent addresses were deliv-
ered by Bren. Colbourne and Horsell, and some
vocal items, admirably rendered, added greatly to the
pleasure of the evening. Percy Pittman proposed a
comprehensive vote of thanks, which was unanimously
accorded, and a very successful anniversary closed

with the benediction. ;
Aug. 10.

Hete and Thete.

" Here a little and there a little, —Isaiah 28 : 10.
—_— 0

V.B.T.

Another decision at Prahran on Sunday night.

One confession at Subiaco, W.A., on August 2nd.

For result of the Williamstown mission see the
Victorian church news.

We hear of one confession at Leederville, W.A , on
the 2nd, C. Miller preaching.

A packed meeting and two more confessions at
Lake-st., Perth, on the 26th ult, £

Six more confessions at Fremantle, W.A., four of
whom are from the Sunday School.-

There was a good meeting at Geelong on Sunday
night, and at the close one confession.

‘W. Lawson Campbell, of Kalgoorlie, W.A., expects
to be at the S.A. Conference next month.

One confession at Hamley Bridge, South Australia,
last Sunday night, R. J. Clow preaching.

The report of the annual meeting of the N.S.W.
Sunday School Union appears on page 475.

The Sisters’ Executive will hold a meeting at
Hawthorn on Thursday, August 27th, at 8 p.m.

The various sewing classes in W.A. are arranging
to send a box of garments to India for Christmas.

Five confessed Christ at Fremantle, W.A_, after an
impressive sermon by Bro. Hagger on August 2nd.

We have received for the W. W. Davey Fund:—
Dawson-st. church, Ballarat, 20/-; Sylvester Butler,
10/-. {

Sisters are reminded of the general Dorcas rally on
Thursday, 2oth inst.,, in Swanston-st. lecture hall,
Any sister will be welcome. ! $if7

Attention of young women desiring few days' work
as waitresses is directed to A. L, Crichton’s adver-
tisement in Wanted column.

Bro. and Sister James Johnston are the happy
parents of a brand-new daughter, who arrived on
Sunday last. Congratulations are now in order.

. Home Missions have the right of way this week.
Even our Leader was crowded out. Those interested
in missions in our own country should keep this
issue for reference.

After the forme containing the list of contributions
to the Victorian H.M. Fund bad been printed, the
Treasurer received £1/12[- from church at Chelten-
ham, per Mrs. Goldthorp,

Good cheap literature is an essential element in
successful Home Mission work. . Whea you are
arranging for your tent and other missions, include
a good supply of Austral tracts and booklets.
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C. A. Quick has been preaching for the last few
weeks at the Woodlupine Mission, in connection with
the Lake-street, Perth, church, and on the 2nd, his

labor was rewarded by the confession of Christ by a
lady.

At the W.A. Sunday School Union Examination,
13 from Perth school passed, of whom 4 gained
prizes; from Subiaco 14 passed, 6 securing prizes,

while from Fremantle there were 14 passes, with 7
prizes. -

We bhave now the Emphasised Bible, by ]J. B.
Rotherham, completé in one volume—that is, the
Old Testament only. It is splendidly bound in half-

morocco, gilt edges. Price, 15/-; post or carriage
free, 16/6.

Our reiders will be glad to know of the safe arrival
of Bro. and Sister C. L. Thurgood at San Frauncisco
They hoped to reach Pittsburg on July 17th, when,
we learn from a Pittsburg correspondent, a reception
was to be held. 5

At the Prahran Mutual Improvement Society, last
Friday evening, Andrew Meldrum delivered a lecture
on the question, ** Is it possible for man to destroy
the oracles of God?” This was greatly appreciated
by an audience of about 10o.

Another uncomfortably crowded meeting at Lake-
street, Perth, on the 2nd, when Bro. Ewers preached

. on " The Instructions of Mary,” John2: 5. It is
well to report failures sometimes, and there were no
confessions. However, one not previously reported

was baptised on (he Tuesday following, and another
on Wednesday night.

The following is from the Christian Companion of
Louisville, Ky., U.S.A.:—* William Phillips, of Aus-
tralia, has just closed a protracted meeting at the
Beattyville church, Lee Co., Ky. Meeting lasted
eleven days, and resulted in thirty-three additions to
the church. Two wanderers returned. Whole town

interested. The writer had charge of the singing.—
Horace KiNGsBURY.”

The Texas correspondent of the Christian Standard
says in the issue of July: * At the.Mineral Wells
Convention last week, Melba Maston, of Australia,
who is a stndent in Carr-Burdette College, Sherman,
Tex., read a very interesting paper entitled ' How
We Do in Australia.’ It gave many of us a moch
more definite idea of the work of the churches of
Christ in this far-away land.”

* Is it right for a church to take up a collection at a
gospel meeting in aid of the Sunday School, and is
there any difference in taking it np for this purpose

" and for ordinary church expenses?”' 1. Most of
those people in Australia who are trying to be
Christians only think it wrong. 2. In our judgment
not the remotest difference. Read * Church
Finance,” which we can send for a 2d. stamp.

I have just read what J. Inglis Wright has said
about the JueiLee HisTory. I was pleased with
mine and endorse everything J. Inglis Wright has
written. It bas enabled me to shake hands with
men of whom I have read and admired for their
work’s sake in the cause of primitive Christianity.
I noticed the postage on mine was 3/8, for which
please accept the enclosed Postal Note.”—S. O'BRIEN,

A New Zealand brother, in speaking of the Jubilee
History, says :—* I do not think that I enjoyed any
one week in my life so much as the week in which I
was permitted to be with the brethren in Conference
at Nelson. But now I have just to open the History
and I am at the Conference again. Almost all those
grand brethren that 1 enjoyed hearing so much are
portrayed there, and many, many more. If there is

anyone whose photo. 1 like to look at more than
o L
another it is that of dear Bro. E. Lewis.

A New Zealand brother says :—"' While speaking of
the CurisTiaN, I wish to thaok you heartily for the
leading articles in it, particularly ones like * A World
on Fire,' and * Man's Place in the Universe' Those
articles and others like them are very helpful to me.
Situated as I am, isolated from the church, with but
few books of my own and no library near, 1 am
dependent upon your paper for information on all
religious subjects.”

When arranging for missions a good supply of the
little book “ On the Rock " should be obtained. We
are now bringing out a 10,000 copy edition, which we
propose to sell at 3d.; or, if anyone will send us £4 in
cash, we will send 500 copies, putting them on board
steamer or train. Think of obtaining a copy of such
a book—194 pages—for less than 2d! Remember the
above is strictly cash, and that no reduction will be
made for less than 500.

No gospel mission can be a success without good
congregational singing. In order to get this all should
be supplied with a hymnbook. The success of our
* 100 Hymns ” bas induced us by request of E. W.
Pittman to add 20 more invitation hymns, and to
bring out a 10,000 copy edition, which will be ready
in a few days. It will be known in future as **Austral
Hymns.” It will be sold for 1d, the purchaser
paying carriage or postage. d

I have received my copy of the Jubilee Pictorial
History, and most heartily congratulate you on its
splendid get-up. It is a marvel of cheapness, yet fit
to lay before anyone as a work of art. To those of us
who have long been associated with the brotherhood
it revives scores of pleasant memories of matters that
had almost passed from one’s mind. To those who
have come more recently amongst us it tells of the
progress the church-has made within a very few
years.,”—W. T. CLAPHAM.

On Monday we received the following letter:—
Auckland, New Zealand, July 31.

** Just a few lines to let the dear people ot Australia
know that the three American bound boys have
arrived safely at this beautiful city. We bad a rather
ough passage, but we are now realising that all is
calm and peaceful. Our minds go back to our
Austral homes and the loved ones there, and we trust
that when we have finished our course in America,
we may in health and strength return to labor in the
land we love in the cause of our blessed Master. May
love, joy,.and peacesbe with you all, and every
blessing attend the eftorts to extend the kingdom of
our Lord there, With Christian greetings and a last
farewell to Australasia. ‘Kia Ora.’”

We are, your brothers in Christ,

{u. E, THOMAS,

RA. A. PATERNOSTER.
Tugo.' EDWARDS.

H. G. Maston writes from Newcastle, N.S.W.,

under date of August 7th :—* 1 left Sydney yesterday
for a visit to Newcastle. In Merewether, one of its
suburbs, we have a splendid church. It has a
membership of 145, there having been upwards of 60
additions since last January. There is a growing
school of 150, including 44 in the Bible Class. We
called upon L, A. Williams, the evangelist, who
speaks hopefully for the success of primitive Christi-
anity here, Adamstown and Hamilton, two other
suburbs of Newcastle, are being worked as mission
fields by the evangelist and officers of the church, the
two largest halls in the districts being used for gospel
meetings. He told us that there were fourteen
* churches ' all within a radius of a mile, but it struck
us that these do not seem to have much of an effect

i
upon the people. The brethren in Merewether are
thinking of enlarging their chapel.”

The Register of Adelaide of August 1st gives the tey
of the correspondence between the Secretary of the
Council of Churches and one Mr. O'Reiley, who
follows the occupation of Archbishop in the Chyrcy
of Rome. The Council desired all sections of 1,
religions community to join in thanksgiving for th,
rain which had fallen and in prayer for more. 1y
making this known to Mr. O'Reiley, the Council wegt
through all the humiliating genuflections necessary tq
approach such an august personage. What did they
get for their trouble? A square straight-out slap jp
the face. Alter agreeing about the thanksgiving, the
prayer and the rain, Mr. O'Reiley concluded : * Ther,
are spheres, however, in which the Council's vieys
and mine are in diametric opposition. Nothing cag
be further from my thoughts than the showing of even
the shadow of discourtesy, I plead pardon therefore
if 1 shall seem to give offence in saying—as I am
compelled by Catholic principles to say—that in
matters religions I most respectfully decline .any
suggestions which_at any time the Council of Churches
may have to offer,” In our judgment our friends
of the Council of Churches got just what they
deserved, and, from their knowledge of the history of
Rome, just what they might have expected. Any
man, or set of men, who will go bowing around to
the representatives of Rome deserves to be snubbed.
Just why Christian men cannot learn that there can
be no fellowship between the great Protestant world
and Roman Catholicism passes our comprehension.

Coming Events. -

Observe the time of thelr coming.—Jersmiah §: 9.

AUG. 30 & BEP. 2.—Park-street, Unley, Church
ANNIVERSARY SERVICES on Sunday, Aug. 3o.
Tea and Public Meeting, Wednesday, Sep. z. Will
Inter-State visitors to South Australian Conference
come early and have fellowship with the Unley
brethren preparatory for the Town Hall gatherings.

SEPTEMBER 7.—1903. Church of Christ Band
of Hope Grand Concert in the Christian Chapel,
Lygon-street, Carlton, on Monday, September 7th,
at 8 p.m., assisted by Mrs B. . Bafl. Mrs. Roy
Thompson, Miss Jeannie Craigie, Messrs. W.
Murray, S. H. Piuman and W, P. Roberts, The
Lygon Street Quartette Party, The Lygon Street
Mandolin Party, Admission 6d. Pianiste, Miss
Jeannie Dickens, W. A Tare, Hon. Sec.

BIRTH, :
RaMsBOTTOM.—On . July 31st, at her residence,
Spring Bluff, Maunu, Whangarei, Auckland, New
Zealand, the wife of Joseph Ramsbottom—a son.

IN MEMORIAM.
In loving memory of my dear husband,” Henry

Saltmarsh, who fell asleep in Jesus on August 17th,
1899, at Dry Creek, S.A.

** Gone, but not forgotten "
Saltmarsh, Dry Creek, S.A.

by his Wif..‘ A W,

In loving remembrance of Thomas Andrews senr.,
who fell asleep 11th August, 1902, at his residence,
' Battersea,” 51 Australia-street, Newtown.

Noble he was, detesting all things mean, *
His truth unquestioned and his soul serene;

Shame knew him not, he dreaded no disgrace,
Truth, simple truth, was written on his face.

WANTED.
WAITRRSSES.—A. L. Crichton has vacancies for &
fow smart young ladies at the Agticultural Society
Rankin's-road, Bansd Personal application necessary.

g show days.
ngton,

A. L, Crichton will be pl i coael
friends at his Refreshmeny eased to see his country

- Box
in Agricultural Gm.md..m it fu“' Jodees
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§.5. Union, N.J. w

F The Annual Conference was held at the
Tabernacle, Enmore, Friday evening, July
zist. The President, A. E. Illingworth,
“occupied the chair. The attendance num.
bered about 50.

The Secretary’s annual report was read
which disclosed the fact that only 125;
scholars presented themselves for examina.
-tion. The proportion is very small out of a
-roll of about rooo scholars.

The Treasurer's report was read, showing
-the year had closed with a small credit
balance. .

The President gave a stirring address,
-which was well received. The annual elec.
+tion of officers resulted as follows :—

President, A. E. Illingworth ; Vice Presi-
dent, E. Gole; Secretary, F. T. Willis ;
Assistant Secretary, L, Stimson; Treasurer,
“T. Morton.

During the evening the two motions were
moved and carried after much discussion :—

1. That three certificates not awarded
-with a prize entitle a scholar securing same
three years to book prize.

2. That a certificate of merit be presented
to the school securing the highest percentage
.of marks.

That the basis of award of this certificate
be the aggregate marks gained by the
scholars competing, compared with number
.of scholars on the roll.

F. T. WiLLis.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.

In rising to address you, I desire to make
a few remarks relative to S.S. Union work.
The report speaks for itself respecting the
past year. The Union has done steady
work ; but in this, as in all departments of
the Christian life, stagnation means death.
‘We musT go forward. Let our motto be
< Excelsior.”” There is one thing we need,
and that is a good Secretary. There cannot
be a successful Union without a good execu-
tive officer. The Secretary is the ‘hand”
of the Committee, and I trust we shall get an
able young brother to make the S.S. Union
his hobby and devote all his best energies to
this department of the Lord's work..

It may be asked, What advantage is to
be gained from the S.S. Union? Can the
schools associated get any direct advantage ?
The advantages of union as a general prin-
«ciple have long since been settled. We have
only to look around in the world for myriads
of illustrations—political, social, moral, com-
‘mercial, pational and religious.

Why unite ? . For this reason—to gain by
combination what could not be gained by
individuals aLone. Union is strength
and power, though often pIrRecT advantages
or benefits fall unequally. For instance,
take benefit societies. One man pays in for

thirty years at a shilling per weck, and never
draws a penny; another pays in for one
year, falls sick, and for years draws sick pay.
Does that prove the former gets no benefit ?
Not at all. Indirectly he enjoys aLL the
advantages of the lodge. He knows he has
behind him in a crisis of life ALL its mem-
bers. So also in the propagation of common
Principles—union means power.
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The S.S.U. bas for its object the improve-
ment of S.S. work. There are two benefits
to be achieved—(1) The cultivation of en-
tbu-?iasm amongst the schools; (2) The per-
fection of methods of Bible study. A little
over a hundred years ago it was considered
a sin in London to hold a Sunday School,
and a man was actually arrested for ¢ des-
ecration of the Sabbath " for so doing. Now
all is changed. Why? Because of the
united testimony and labor of persons of
like persuasion respecting their value.

The direct benefits of union are these :—
(1) Mutual fellowship in a common work—
this gives inspiration ; (2) Mutual study of a
common Book—this gives wisdom ; (3) Mu-
tual advocacy of a common cause—this gives
strength ; (4) Mutual discussion of common
methods—this gives efficiency; (5) Mutual
opposition to a common foe—this gives
assurance and confidence; (6) Mutual de-
votion to a common Lord—this gives the
spirit of unselfishness.

Hence you see that every argument that
can be used in favor of an annual Conference
of churches and F.M. and H.M. Committees
can be urged with equal force in favor of our
Sunday School Union. What if large
churches or schools get so direct financial
benefit, is the Conference of no value to
them? Most assuredly it is, for indirectly
they gain enormously, from the inspiration

. which arises from devotion to the one blessed

Master and a desire to extend his kingdom.
Theirs is the benefit and blessing of giving,
which is as blessed, if not more so, than
receiving. I trust every school, therefore,
will unite with us in this glorious work.

Acknowledgments.

The silver is mine, and the gold is mine, saith the

rd of hosts,—Haggai 2 : 8.
o.
VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Church, Lillimur .. 50 et ITO,
Church, Kaniva .o e L
Church, Yanac N... & 1
A Few Brethren at Fernihurst ERIET
Church, Berwick (additional).. A=t ORT
o
2
1
3

Church, Hawthorn o it
Church, South Melbourne, per Bro.Copeland
A. Ritchie, Pakenham o i
Church, Wedderburn sty T

1

-
000 OCOWOOO

(¢]
o

I
o
2
2
o
o

£34 16 7
W. C. CraiGIg, Treas.
259 L. Collins-st.,
Melbonrne.

M. McLEeLLAN, Sec.,
233 Drummond-st.,
Carlion.

AN
Outline of Bible History

By B, 8, DEAN, A.M, z
(Prof. of History in Hiram College, Ohio, U.S.A,)

Tms is a neat book of 192 pp. Illustrated with
twelve full-colored maps. Mechanically, the

work is a fine success. The author has been
carefal in the preparation of the matter, He has in
his mind young people to be stimulated in the study
of the Scriptures. A mere child can learn of the
Bible more fully from its pages, yet it is unequalled as
a literary production. Price, only 8/-; by post 3/6.

Austral Co., 628 Elizabeth Bt., Melb,

Printed and Published by the Austral Publishing Co.,
528 Elizabeth-street, Melbourpe.

WANTED.

A Brother, experienced in Fruit Culture, desires
Management[of, or to Rent a GOOD ORCHARD.
Cool climatepreferred. Apply Austral, >

Fas. Adanning,
ESTATE AGENT.

All business connected with Land, Houses, Rents,
Loans, Titles, Transfers, Leases, Mortgages,
Crown Lands, Wills and Shares transacted.

Offices : Ware Chambers,

KING WILLIAM ST., ADELAIDE.

LAND FOR SALE.

Orchards and other Properties. Vacant Land in
Large and Small Blocks. Very Easy Terms.
This Land is Good for Fruit Growing.

Small Deposit.
T. CLEMENTS, Bayswater
Bayswater.

Road,

Second Northern District

STARR BOWKETT

BUILDING SOCIETY.
237 Collins Street, Melbourne.

The “POST >’ S filling

Self Clea.vu'ng

FOUNTAIN PEN.

NLY those who have used the ordinary foun-
tain pens and suffered from the inconvenience
of having to refill them can fully appreciate

the advantages of having a pen which practically fills
itself as does the * POST." All that is required with
it is to dip the point into an ink-bottle, draw out the
plunger and the pen is ready for use.

The same in cleaning it. It is done in a few
seconds by simply putting the nib into a glass of
water and drawing the plunger backward and for-
ward a few times when the pen is thoroughly cleansed.
These are not the only important features in the
!* Post,” other cardinal points are its

SIMPLICITY, RELIABILITY,
DURABILITY AND NON LEAKING.

The ** POST " has been before the public a com-
paratively short time, but we venture to say that all
the pens manufactured can not show such a list of
recommendations from press and public as it can. It
bas been endorsed in unqualified terms by some of
the leading men of the day, while hundreds of our
foremost magazines have recommended it to their
readers and spoken in its praise in unmeasured terms,

I="All pens fitted with 14 carat nibs
and with care will last a lifetime.

We have a few of these pens for sale,
which we will send post free for 20/.
each. ¥ Full Particulars on application.

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING Co.,
528 Elizabeth:st., Melbourne.

Tel. 2149.

We have now the unabridged edition of the ** Life
of Elder John Smith," by J. A. Williams, This work
is both a biography and ‘a history; 578 pages, neatly
boutndB;Gn cloth, with steel engraving. Price, 8/-; by
post, 8/6,
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Obituary.

To five is Christ and to die is gain.—Phil. 1 ; 2r.
(¢]

1

HUTCHISON.—On the evening of May 8th, at the
age of 57 years, Thomas Hutchison passed to his
rest. He was baptised into Christ in his native land,
Scotland, nearly 4o years ago. For 14 years he was
associated with various churches in New Zealand and
Victoria. Eight years ago he came to Western
Australia. For some years Bro. Hutchison suffered
much, and during the last twelve months of his life
endured much physical pain. When unable to attend
the meeting of the Lord’s house, he enjoyed the
breaking of bread in his own home, together with the
deacons and others. . Some weeks prior to his death
Bro. Hutchison was much improved, so much so that
on the above date he was working in his garden, and
remarked that he had not felt better for a very long
time. At 5 p.m. he suddenly took a change for the
‘worse, and soon afterwards expired. The funeral
service, which was conducted by H. J. Banks and F.
Illingworth, was attended by a large number of mem-
bers and friends. Bro. Hutchison, who was a pioneer
member at Subiaco, leaves a widow and one son.

C.A.GP.

FEILDER.—On July 21st, the father of C. Feilder
and other members of the family were called upon to
part with their aged father, Mr. John Edward Feilder,
the oldest and one of the most respected residents of
Henley Beach. Many of his relatives are members
of the church here. He lived to a good old age, being
in his gsth year. His confidence was in the Lord
Jesus Christ. It was difficult to converse with him
-owing to deafness, but he was comforted with the
prayers and sympathy of his many Christian friends.
His mind retained its vigor to the last. He passed
quietly away. Truly as a shock of corn fully ripe he
was gathered home, His estimable family and grand-

children have our sympathy in their bereavement.

].C.

ROBINSON.—At the home at Strathalbyn, Sister
M. Robinson died on July 19th. She had reached
the age of 83 years. She was a colonist of 52 years,
having arrived by the ship Courier in 1857. She had
been a member of the church at Strathalbyn for 15
years, having been immersed by D. McCrackett, and

has ever since been an active, earnest, devoted and
faithful disciple. For the past seven years she could
not meet with us at the chapel, as she had been 2
great sufferer, yet several of the brethren and sisters
would frequently meet with her in her own bouse to
break the memorial loaf. She had a warm heart for
preachers, and often would speak of Brethren Waye,
T. J. Gore, A. C. Rankine and others. She was one
who never forgot to give unto the Lord; even ‘hf day
on which she passed away she sent her collec}lon to
the meeting. Sister Robinson delighted to talk of
spiritual things, and the writer has beeu.greaﬂy
helped by her pleasant talks. It was her wisk: that
T. J. Gore or A. C. Rankine should conduct her
burial service. The latter buried her in the
Strathalbyn cemetery, on July 21st, and a large
number of persons were present. Our tenderest
sympathy is with the relatives and friends, and may
we all feel that it is a glorious privilege to be a
Christian, and above all to die a Christian.
Strathalbyn, S.A. L. H. CrossY.
MATTHEWS.—Sister Matthews was one of the
party from West Australia who attended the Jubilee
Conference last April. She also came as a delegate
from Fremantle to the W.C.T.U. Conference held in
Melbourne in April last. After her work at the
Conferences, she was spending a brief holiday ia
Narre Warren with her daughter, Mrs. Robert Moy-
sey, prior to returning West. On Thursday, July
oth, she remarked how well she was. On Friday
morning she complained of a headache, but thought
it would soon pass away. It did not: two hours
later she became unconscious, and never rallied again.
Sister Matthews was born in South Australia in 1830.
Soon after her marriage, Bro. and Sister Matthews
came to Victoria. After living in St. Arnaud and
Talbot they settled in Harkaway in 1885. While
there they attended- the Berwick church, and
in 1886 Mrs. Matthews was baptised, under the
preaching of Bro, Little. About seven years ago she
went to W.A,, uniting with the church at Fremantle.
That was where the writer first met her, and the
same geuerous soul, the same happy smile, the same
earnest visitor was at work there as here. While in
Fremantle Sister Matthews became identified with
the W.C.T.U. workers, and finally became a mission-
ary in their grand temperance work. She was 64
years of age, a faithful follower of Jesus, a noble
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T i e
worker in his church, and an earnest advocate for 4
social reforms. Sister Matthews leaves 3 |
grown-up family, of whom the following are members
of the church : Mrs. Robert Moysey, Berwick; My,
Fleer, Fred and George Matthews, Fremantle, We
laid her body to rest in the Berwick Cemetery op
Sunday afternoon, July 12th,

Berwick, V. A]S.

The Celebrated

CORNISH Plaj}os
AMERICAN ©Organs |

MESSRS. CORNISH & CO., are the only firm of actual
masnulac(urem Dl‘l 1:igh-grlndi ];lmars atngo 0:‘;,: ‘z the 3
es S exclusively direc m
Ukt gm the Public at tory
Wholesale Prices for a Single Instrument,

No Agents or Dealers are allowed to handle the Cornish
American Planos or Organs. It Is just as easy for the
readers of the CHRISTIAN to sit down and order a Piano §
or Organ from America as to order one from their Musig
Store, the only difference being they will

Bave from 50 to 100 per cent.
We l:ia“ Organs from £6 to £25, Pianos from £3 to
60,
; B:ﬁ ;::er Cash, or upon Instalment Plans,
to suit the convenience of the purchaser. Our large and
complete Catalogue will be forwarded upon request,

CORNISH & CO,,

Washington, New Jersey, U.S.A.
Catal may be ok d from and Or ers sent through
THE AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.,
628 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.

If it isn’t “ Northern District”
It isn’'t “ Starr-Bowkett

Send us your nameand address and we will tell you how and why

THE SEcoND NORTHERN DISTRICT STARR - BOWKETT
BuiLDING SocieTy, Detmold Chambers, 237 Collins-st., Melb.

SIMP
and
SON, =
VYictoria St., North Melbourne,

Sells FURNITURE for CASH
Or EASY Purchase System.

i

‘!‘ o= A
8 N aky = s

o S il 27

BURW@@D BOYS'
H@MB.

No Really Destitute Boy Refused.

K HOME FOR NEGLECTED, ORPHAN
“at ot AND FATHERLESS BOYS.

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Members
of the Committee, or A. B. MASTON, Austral Co-

Reference can be made to the Committee and Officers, and also to M. W..
GREEN, G. B. MOYSEY, D. A. EWERS, A, B. MASTON, G. T. WALDEN.

W

OFFICE-BEARERS. gﬁ@

Pres.—Mr. R. Campbell Edwards.
Yice-Pres. —Rev. K. Hardie.
Hon Treas.—Mr. J. Colclough,
Mont Albert Road, Canterbury.
Hon. Bes.—Mr, Fitz Snowball, E‘
Queen Btreet, Melbourne.
gupt.—Mr, KA. E. Yarcoe.

F. G.

Hon. Physician.—Dr. Armstrong,
Hon. Chemist.—Dr. Loughnan,

Committee.— Rev Alfred Jones, Mr.
Dunn Mr. C. Quittentoh,
Mr. 8. Laver, Mr. W. C. Craigie,
Mr. John Grieve, Mr. Caddick.

Canterbury.

Surrey Hills,

Of All the Work in which Christians
ocan engage, this is the Most Encouraging
and Reproductive.
to-morrow you Reap the Harvest. Our
Feaders everywhere are asked to

You sow to-day, and

ASSIST THE CREAT

HOHGH +DHGH e
WORK OF SAVING THE BOYS.
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m Earthling,«

By HatTiE A. CooLEY.

PART II.
CuAPTER VII.

AFFAIRS AT OLDHAM.,

It was in the latter part of the winter after
Roy and May were settled at Oldham that
Hobbs came. Having proved, to his own
and to his father’s satisfaction, his aptitude
for the lumber business, Hobbs had ventured
to broach the idea of going into it for him-
gelf. The old gentl_eman advised the pur-
chase of an iutege_st in a yard already estab-
lished and thriving, and he had actually
offered to advance’ the necessary capital.
The desired opening had been found in Old-
pam, in the yard of Eaton and Harmon, the
senior member of which, on account of failing
health, wished to withdraw.

Harmon had come into the partnership at
the.death of his father, whose place in the
firm he bad taken. While he was not exactly
the- sort of person whom the elder Hobbs
would have chosen as a business associate
for his son, yet the young man knew the
business thoroughly. To ease his conscience,
Mr. Hobbs, sen., knowing that Roy Hastings
had been at one time a classmate of his son,
called and requested Roy to keep a friendly
watch over the young man.

Roy assured him that he would certainly
do all be could, but he deplored the connec-
tion with the gentleman in question.

Harmon was not what you might call im-
moral ; be was not exactly dissipated, but he
had certain tendencies in that direction. He
was wholly irreligious ; he paid much atten-
tion to sporting matters; he drank when-
ever he chose and as much as he pleased,
and was as yet, to all outward appearance,
none the worse for it, and of this fact he
boasted openly. In his own clique he enjoyed
the reputation as being the jolliest kind of
good fellow. Among religious people he was
looked upon as almost a hopeless case.

‘Roy knew of the man by both of these
reputations, and also from personal contact.
He bad found him social enough until the
conversation took a religious turn; and even
then Harmon was studiously polite, listening
with courteous attention to all that he had to
say ; but, at the same time, Roy could not
rid himself of the idea that the lumber dealer
was regarding him with secret amusement.

“I don't believe that I am making the
slightest impression on him,” Roy would con-
fess to May after every encounter with him.
But still, in accordance with his promise,
Roy redonbled his efforts after Hobbs came.

Having no acquaintances in Oldham, ex-
cept as he made new ones, Hobbs was a fre-
quent visitor, and both Roy and May tried
to make him feel, as he was, heartily wel-
come ; but, although he appeared to enjoy
bimself so thoroughly while there, they were
Sure, nevertheless, that the influence which
they hoped to have was being counteracted.

ater on, Harmon fell into the habit of
lcmr;lfanying him when he called; but at
first Hobbs came alone, and in the meantime,
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with Steady persistence, on every possible
occasion Roy sought a more infimate ac-
quaintance with Harmon, seldom letting an
Op'port'umty pass that he did not in some way

rog in the subject uppermost in his mind.

ometimes he was afraid that he would
?verdo the matter. Once he said to him:
‘ Mr. Harmon, I don’t want to preach at you
50 much that you'll get sick and tired of me,
and the truth, too; but, you see, it's on my
mind and I must speak of it,”

“ That's all right, Mr, Hastings,” Harmon
assured him. “I don't care., Talk all you
please; I expect it—that's your business.
It's as much your business to talk religion,
as it is mine to talk lumber. If I never said
anything about lumber, people would think I
didn’t take much stock in it—and if you
dido’t talk your religion to me, I should think
tbat either you were neglecting your busi-
ness, or else you didn’t take much stock in it
yourself.”

Roy was gaining one point, and that was
Harmon's confidence. He was gaining it,
too, in spite of a fact which would have dis-
h;_aa_lrteued him even more had he been aware
of it.

One day, in speaking of his year at college,
Hobbs happened inadvertently to mention
what had occurred while Roy was a clerk at
Hunter's. To do Hobbs justice, he was
sorry the next minute. He begged Harmon
to promise on his word of honor that he
would never speak of it to anyone. “I
don’t know as the people here ever heard of
it,” he said, “and I wouldn’t hurt Roy
Hastings for the world; or say anything that
would be a detriment to his work, I believe
he's just as true a Christian as you'll come
across.”

Harmon promised lightly, as though it
were a matter of small consequence anyway ;
yet, after that, he was disposed to be a shade
more critical in his scrutiny of the young
pastor’s daily life ; and Roy was vaguely con-
scious that his appeals to the lumber dealer
were being parried with an added touch of
self-complacence.

“] am completely discouraged,” Roy told
his wife after one of these seemingly futile
talks. * He is so self-satisfied,” continued

Roy; “he says he doesn’t think that he has _

done anything to be damned for ; he hadn't
murdered, or robbed, or injured anyone in-
tentionally ; but, supposing he had, it might
have been because he was driven to it. He
argued that, if he was a little better by
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nature than somebody else, or didn't happen
to be tempted quite so much, he didn’t tlhlnk
that he deserved a great deal of credit, if he
was a pretty good sort of fellow; and, if he
was bad by nature or was tempted more, he
couldn’t see how he ought to be blamed if he
wasn’t quite so good. Such a man was to
be pitied ; and if God was really a God of
love, wouldn't he feel sorry for all such?
And wouldn’t he be sure to give them a
better chance in the pext world than they
had here? May, he doesn’t seem to have
the slightest feeling of conviction for tue kind
of life that he is living.” ;

The day did come when this worldly-
minded man saw clearly. It was anawaken-
ing the more terrible because the clearness
of vision was fraught with such sorrowful
consequences to others than himself.

But, aside from his anxiety concerning
Hobbs and Harmon, there was another
matter which had been weighing somewhat
heavily upon Roy’s mind. Grayson had con-
fided in him from the first. Soon after she
came, he wrote of his sympathy for the girl ;
then of a growing interest in her; and later,
of his love. Finally, one Saturday, having
succeeded in persuading Gertrude to accom-
pany him, the two had come to Oldham
together, at which time he had told Roy and
May frankly of the engagement and his great
bappiness, although the latter fact was too
apparent to need the telling. Somehow, Roy
had been troubled all along with serious mis-
givings, and that two days’ visit did not tend
to lessen them. His wife, too, bad the same
impression, although she tried hard to rid
herself of the unpjust suspicion, as she
termed it.

i one, Roy said to
h W'?inh:)t;?rtl?:ris‘iz :: [r;egrcen;ry g“’ti"ed',';
Y ke. and his tone indi-
but he sighed as he Spoxe, Then he went
her dubious hope. en he wen
zztfgo?aéztfully: « Of course, Grayson ‘5_‘3*
rich ; still, he has conhsidtfer?-tbleu D::ﬁ:; a\:lliﬂ:
from his salary, which of 1tsell, !
his position, might be enough to tempt afgni'}
in her circumstances. It is hard for a raf
girl to face life with nothing to_take care (l)
Rerself. 1 don't suppose she is very Wew
come at her aunt's, either. Then, she's
young—I don’t want to th}nk evil or _]udg(?
her wrongfully, but she might be tempted ;
it wouldn't be anything strange if she were.

« It is hardly fair to judge her ‘py the way
she acted while they were here,” May said.
« In her anxiety to avoid all fondness in our
presence she may have gone to the opposite
extreme ; we are not well enough at_:quamted
with her to tell. But, Grayson being as he
is, it seems to me that either the_ money
question did have something to do with it, or
else she is very, very much in love with
him."

Roy seized eagerly upon this latter sugges-
tion. Yes, perhaps she is very much in love
with him, after all,” he said, brightening ;
¢ they have been there at Hunter's together
ever since Thanksgiving, and I don’t know
who could be with him that long without
liking him.”

« Still, liking is not loving,” interposed his
wife with a smile.

% No, dear,"” he returned, * but liking leads
to loving.”

“ Sometimes,” conceded May, * some-
times, but not always."”

To be Continsied.
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