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Evolution of the Religious R.ef ormation 
A Reply to the Reviews . . By Wren J. Grinstead . 

. No. 2. 

3• THE EDITORIAL REVIEW IN THE 
CHRISTIAN OF OcT. 8, • 

This is not so much a criticism of the 
essay as it is a separate and parallel article 
upon the general themes presented in the 
essay, to whose argument it is occasionally 
tangent. In the main, it is not hostile ; 
though issue is here and there taken with 
what it conceives to be the essayist's posi­
tions, After approving the purpose of the 
essay, and its adaptation to that purpose, 
the review expresses agreement with the 
essayist's conception of the church. It 
comments: · 

"The ecclesiastical idea of unity is of a cast-iron 
kind that Is destructive of true liberty . .. . 
The unity of which we have dreamed, and · 
which lhe Scriptures contemplate, is not of 
this kind. It is rather a unity of thought In 
relation to the fundamental tru tbs of Chris­
tianity. And this unity of thought Is best 
expressed and maintained in the congregational 
idea, which does not exclude but rather demands 
that unity shall reach Its perfect flower lo 
co-operative effort for the1 evangelising and 
uplifting of the world," 

This is a lucid and felicitous statement of 
the ideal of the essay; and the essayist is 
constrained to add, that those points in which 
he criticises his bri;thren are points in which. 
he thinks they are ··unscripturally and ·un-
necessarily marring this ideal. , . . 

The reviewer next takes up and cnt1c1ses 
the scientific principle· which the essayist 
makes the basis of his warning. In common 
with some of the other critics, he seems to 
think it was used merely as an illustrative­
analogy, and suggests that reve~sion to ty~e 
would be a more apt illustration. But 1t 
was not illustration that the essayist &ought 

in his choice of a theme-it was the literal 
exemplification of a principle. The essayist 
by no means endorsed the early Darwinian 
view of natural selection, nor accepted it as 
accounting . for all changes in organisms. 
He only endorsed it so far as it sets forth 
the alternative-that decline and ultimate 
extinction is the lot of any community which 
cannot or does not meet the exigencies of 
environment. It should be noted loo that 
the terms here used are no longer confined 
to biology-they are quite as much applied 
to-day in history and religion. Of course 
the introduction of a , supernatural elemen~ 
may effect the preservation of a race or 
community in apparent defiance of this law, 
as in the case of the J!lwS i . but the facts of 
prophecy an.-1 history in connection with 
them so manifestly po~nt to divine interposi­
tion in that case that their excepting only 
confirms the rule by emphasising the necessity 
for such divine interference if the rule is to 
be evaded, Now in the case of the church 
as a whole, God ha~ pr_omised preservation in 
spiteofnature; bu~in thecaseofusasareligious .: ;: 
movement (since we certainly are not the .. ' 
whole church, else where were the Baptists, 
immersed Methodists, and such, to say the 
least of it?) be has made_ no such promise. 
Hence we cannot expect to· escape this law, 
and the third alternative, which the reviewer 
says was overlooked by the essayist, does 
not exist. . 

But this anticipates. The reviewer sum­
marises the essay in a way which is not 
unfair, but which misses the point. He says: 
"The special environment of the churches of 
Christ in this case is made up of the various 
denominations by which they aruurrounded," 
Not so. It is the entire relgious and non­
religious world, in which these denominations 
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are only an important element. Current 
socia~ and po)itical ideas, altogether ignored 
a_nd often dented by many of the denomina­
ttons, but tending to their disintegration, and 
to the establishment of religious democracy, 
are great factors as well. The reviewer seems 
to exaggerate, too, the extent to which the 
~sayist ~o~l~ be willing to see the peculiar-
1t1es of_ 10d1~1duals_ and congregations pre­
served ID their commg to our position. The 
essay commended this process so far as it 
has been exemplified in America, but no 
farther. There it has always included the 
surrender of sprinkling, infant baptism, and 
open membership. With these modifications, 
the statement of the essay's · argument is 
correct. 

the essayist's position exactly in th~se 
words : " To insure this end (the restoration 
of baptism . and general unity), it is u~ge~ 
that the practice of I open communion 
should be adopted-that thus ~y the free 
interchange of thought. t~e Scriptural. idea 
might be made to prevatl.• But the reviewer 
dissents thus: " Viewed merely as a matter 
of policy, experience bas shown us that t~e 
idea is oot workable." This statement 1s 
hardly borne out by the -facts-. Open co!D• 
muoion, as divorced from open membership, 
has never been given a thorough trial in 
Australia : so that no conclusion can be 
drawn from experience here. But it has 
been given a thorough trial in America-so 
much so that it bas in most places consti­
tuted the crowning triumph of the disciples 
over the Baptists, until the latter have been 
driven to a virtual surrender, and the two 
bodies are now just at the point of fusion 
upon the apostolic basis of open communion 
and "close " membership. This position 
has also won the respectful attention of the 
religious world, so that the accession from 
pzdobaptist bodies of reputable preachers by 
the dozen, and of an occasional congregation, 
is constantly reported. In spite of this large 
influx of divergent elements, ,wt one of ou, ten 
tlwusand churches makes any compromise of apos­
toli& baptism as a conditum of 1Hen1bership ; yet a 
free exchange of pulpits with Methodists, 
Baptists, Presbyterians and Congregation­
alists is the rule. Does this look as if " the 
idea is not workable"? We would heartily 
endorse and emphasise the following con­
clusion to the review : 

"We will not make our influence greater by agree­
Ing lo be silent in regard to our views of Scrip­
ture truth, while they on their part claim aod 
exercise untrammelled speecli In their presen­
tation of tbe claims aod conditions of the gospel. 
If we are true to our Master and to bis teach­
ings, aod true lo ourselves, the day is not far 
distant when we shall not only deserve respect, 
but commasd ii." 

.: J. PITTMAN'S REVIEW. 

Io the next paragraph the reviewer labors · 
under two handicaps. He contends against 
scientific facts for his imaginary third alter­
native; and he seems to have put "con­
formity " into the essayist's mouth instead of 
"adaptation." He says : " The • broad and 
catholic movement' advocated must have a 
more solid foundation than some fancied . 
analogy in nature." This is true. The 
foundation must be the expres~d will of 
God ; and, as already shown, this necessity 
is distinctly and unrquivocally recognised at 
the proper point in the essay. Farther on . 
be says : "Adaptation to environment or to 
the times seems a strange argument to use in 
connection with a reformation movement." 
If the reviewer had consulted a dictionary, 
sub "adaptation" and "conformity," he 
would have been spared the utterance of this 
pointless and misleading sentence, and would 
probably have omitted most of this paragraph. 
Again, he says: "If Jesus Christ bad adapted 
himself to the times, he would not have been 
crucified "; and the next sentence shows 
that, in the reviewer's mind, an element of 
this "adaptation" would have been "pleasing 
the religious teachers of his day.'' But that 
would have been conformity, not adaptation. 
Jesus did not conform himself to anything 
that was evil in his day ; nor should we. 
But he did adapt himself-that is, he fur­
nished in his person and office precisely what 
the world needed, and he made every effort This reviewer's criticism is chiefly based 
to present himself in the most acceptable upon a misunderstanding of the essay. In 
ligtit to · all earnest 'seekers after truth. fact he seems hardly to have grasped the 
Again: "He (Jesus)-'el~ted to perish." This ·, essay at all; and he ~eems t_o_ be yery much 
is news. The essayist has always been at sea as to what he himself ts trying to say. 
under the impression that Jesus did not He reminds one very much of the old darky's 
perish-that he still lives and reigns. Fur- dogs, that "smelled somefin', but couldn't 
ther, the reviewer says (what seems meant ezac'ly locate it." Io this, however, he is 
for a correction of the essay, but what is not alone amongst the reviewers. His first 
really it11 exact position): "The question to criticism has been answered in the first 
be settled here is not one that can be deter- section of this reply, In bis second, he 
mined by our essayist or by the practice of apprehends an "unprofitable confusion of 
our American brethren, or by anything that tongues " as the result of pulpit exchange. 
we may say, but it is one that can be settled But this confusion of tongues might just as 
by the clearly expressed will of the Holy reasonably result from the i:xchange of pulpits 
Spirit himself." The Holy Spirit has ex- now practised within the brotherhood, since 
plicitly sanctioned our being all things to all every speaker must preach the Scriptures as 
men-that is, our disregarding our private he understands them, and no two understan<! 
views except such as are explicitly laid upon them exactly alike. The present suppression of 
us bj Christ himself, in order ~o disarm this " confusion . o_f tongues " is ~ue to the 

• prejudice and win as many as possible. " care _of the le~ttlIDate ov~rse_ers '; and the 
What the reviewer adds coocerniD!f the extension of this care, with Increase~ ta~t 

Scriptural basis of unity ts good ; and if the and c~utlon, would preven~ the co~fus1on !n 
essay bad intended to discuss that phase of the ~der field proposed~Ju~t as 1t does 10 
the question,• it could have included nothing America, '!here th~ practice 1s ,!ollow~d. 
better than the quotation and most of the The reviewer objects ,!o the . uoscnptural 
comment of the review, The revieweutatea UH of the term ,INfr&lf. He 11 shocked at 

the.idea that ·u these_ denominations, with all 
thetr errors of doctnne and practice div,·d d 

d · · 11 h Id ' e an antagon1st1c, s ou receive in the essa 
the terms which the Scriptures apply to thy 
church ; and in the excess of ·bis horror he 
declares 1bat this usage" is nothing le~s tha: 
monstrous and utterly foreign t9 the teachin,t 
of the Book." If our brother bad recovered 
kom his hysterics before penning the ques­
tion " Is there the ~hostly shadow of such a 
church or body of Christ in the New Testa­
ment ?" it might have occurred to _him that 
there is-perhaps not the ghostly shadow 
but certainly the substance of such a church 
in that at Corinth, to which he immediately 
afterward refers. The members of this church 
were 11ot" uoited in sympathy, harmony and 
co-operation," as the reviewer states, but , 
were divided (1 Cor. I: II, 12) and carnal 
(3 : 3). They were tolerating fornication 
(5 : 1 ), brethren were goin1t to law with 
brethren (6: I), the strong were disregarding 
the consciences of the weak (8: 12), the 
Lord's Supper itself was shamefully perverted 
and made a cause of division (II : 17 22), 
and the very teaching of the apostles on one 
of the fundamental facts of Christianity was 
disregarded and nullified (15: 12). Yc:t this 
churc:b, " with all its errors of doctrine and 
practice, divided and autagoois·ic," is called 
by the apostle " the church of God" ( I : 2) I 
The essayist is quite content to be io Paul's 
company here, at the risk of exciting the 
reviewer's horror; especially when the fol­
lowing term~ are added: "sanctified in Christ 
Jesus " ( 1 : 2 ), " called into the fellowship of 
Jesus Cbrist our Lord" (1: 9), "God's hus­
bandry, God's building" (3 : 9), and "a 
temple of God " (3 : 16). 

The reviewer is thanked for this assurance: 
" I do not for a moment think that our 
essayist means to suggest "this" (a sacrifice 
of principle). If he thinks however that the 
essayist's "desire to open his loving arms to 
all II bas led him to overlook principle, or to 
forget that he might ·compromise it DD• 

wittingly, he has utterly mistaken both the 
spirit of the essayist and his purpose in the 
essay. It is a deep-felt conviction that some 
of the attitudes now assumed by many in the 
Australian brotherhood are unscriptural and 
divisive that has induced him. to launch the 
preseo.t discussion-not in_ the least a mere 
sentimental desire for friP.ri.dly feelin,. . Nor 
should it be imagined that the essayist 1s an 
irresponsible free-lance, with nothing at ~take. 
He is a stranger in a strange land, with no 
human friends in ten thousand miles except 
those whose good-will and coofidenc~ be 
might have forfeited by taking serious tEsue 
with them. In his own land, too, bis rep• 
utation for success in the ministry ,rill 
depend upon what the Australian bret~reD· 
say of him; since his brief experience gt~~ 
him no past prestige to fall back upon, 11 

all these considerations, involving as tbeJ do 
literally his daily bread, weigh but 11 1 

feather in the scale. He would rather lose 
them all than abate one jot or tittle of wh;t 
he finds himself required to do and saJ J 
the Scriptures and bis present duty, He 
trusts this personal reference will be par· 
doned as a pertinent vindication o! the earn• 
estoess and conscientiousness of bts pur~; 

The essayist can hardly gather what • 
reviewer is trying to say in his next para 
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b He seems to be dissenting from the two-column lntr d . 
gra~i~D of the essay that we are only a accusations (to O u~~l~n, full o~ undeserved 
Po51 erritnt in the church, and seems as if be revert) th w ic we will presently 
1110vld sflfrm that we are the church. Yet be defects' in ~hreviewer specifies seven alleged t 0otes the paragraph to proving the totally a few" de essay, and says they are "only· 
/Jereat proposition that we " are as truly who!;" an Th~e put forth as " samples of the 
!M,cAes of Christ as those planted by the ' IS method of attack is quite 

,.. Tb h l f C ~ommo~ with controversialists whose cause 
apostles," at we are c ""' ies o hrist in is consc1ously weak, and it bas much more 
tbe New Testament sense, and_ in that sense the 

I di b f w· appearance than the substance of logic 
only, we g a y agree ; ut I we are the it_h the exception of the sixth char ~ . 
cburcb, what bas b«;<:ome !to say the least) (which, !he es.sayist will admit, sho!s 
o! the immersed believers 1n the other reli- :!1arked !,ngenuity a~d originality), these 
gious bodies ? defects, . o~ close inspection, dwindle to 

Finally, " I think the best thing we can two-ambiguity and dogmatism. For in­
do is to love all men and strive by all lawful stance, the first "defect " is II absolute and 
Dleaos to save them and do them good," but uusubstantiated assertiveness"· the fourth is 
-81 "to let the denominations as such alone II the_ gratuitous assumption ' of essential 
to look after themselves," since there are premises"; and the seventh is a" want of 
thousands in them too good and faithful and sympathy with the modes of thouJZht of those 
earaest to deserve being left in the hands of to who_m it (th_e t!Ssay) appeals," as mani-
tbe harlot Babylon. fested 1n the f9:tl_ure to cite Scripture in sup-

S· JoHN T. T. HARDING'S REVIEW. port ~f the pos1tions advanced, The essayist 
is obhged to confess that he fails to perceive 

· The essayist approached the readinir of the subtle distinction between these alleged 
this review with some trepidation. The d~fects. To his mind they seem to be merely 
reviewer's ponderous and formidable way of different ways of chargin~ one and the same 
opening the discussion was calculated to thing-dogmatism, The other class of "de­
command attention, and lead the reader to fects" is handled in precisely identical 
expect a complete demolition of the essay. fashion, The second "defect" is " vague 
The essayist wishes to turn aside for a generalities," under which there are two 
moment, however, in order to express his counts; the third is "ambiguity"; and the 
thanks to this reviewer, not for any fairness fifth is "the equivocal position which the 
in criticism, but for lending the essayist some essay takes up in respEct to the ordinance of 
apt and well-rounded phrases by which to baptism.'' Is the es5ayist's mind at fault in 
describe the attitude and style of the review. failing to see anything more than "ambig-

Despite the "drag-net general indictment" uity," under different names, in these three 
with which the review "is rhetorically charges? The reviewer's logic reminds us 
rounded up to a well-balanced conclusion " of the divisions in the " kid preacher's" 
-despite his poor opinion of the essay's argument against infant baptism-that it was 
worth, and his conviction that it "cannot " First, unscriptural; second, not found in 
hope for success "-he occupies six columns the Bible; and third, unsupported by the 
(by far the longest review) in attempting to Word of God"! The essayist will not say 
combat the imaginary fallacies and assump- that the reviewer intended to prejudice the 
tions of the essay. The calm assurance with readers unfairly against the essay in thus 
which be claims to have read the essay "with discoverinc two "defects" and multiplying 
tbe most generous of critical eyes," while not them by three; but it certainly would tend 
allowing one jot of room for the slightest to have that effect upon minds not apt at 
misreading on his part, and dipping the shafts discerning arguments and d~tecting fallacies, 
of his criticism in the poison of innuendo, can The reviewer is thus guilty of a thoughtless 
find no better epithet than his own-"bound- and misleading use of his reputation for dis­
less audacity." With an "absolute and un: crimination. These two charges of ambig­
!ubstantiated assertiveness" he attributes uity and dogmatism have already been re­
motives and implications to the essayist, of futed in the second section of the reply; so 
which there is not .the slightest intimation in we may now turn to the consideration of 
the essay; and he carries these "gratuitous minor points in the review. -
assumptions" to the point of omitting pre- • The reviewer says: "The essayist seems 
cau\ionary phrases manifestly intended to to underestimate the degree of bis divergence 
obvtate the very misconceptions into which from the generally entertained views of the 
be falls, The minute and merciless assault brotherhood "-this In comment upon the 
which be makes on every portion of the essayist's avowal of such divergence from 
essay, the manner in which he selects the "111a11y of the brotherhood," But without 
~ost obnoxious and unintended of ·all pos- dwelling on the fa::t that there is no numer-
1tble meanings from every innocent sentence, ical specification in "many," the essayist 
and sometimes from 00 sentenr.e at all, the would remind the reviewer that be may have 
~ attractive assertiveness, which at first overestimated bis own ability and opportun-
11hght might pass for strength," with which ity to know the general views of the brotber-
e po~nces upon these men of straw and hood, The older brethren, a_nd those who 

dhernohshes them-these things suggest that have in the· past come prom1nently to the 
~ e review was "conceived and originated front have been committed, It Is true, to 
111 d close' communion and a restricted platform, 1

. spirit of unadulterated bigotry," an and to the preservation of the solidarity of 
certainly show that it is II not in any sense the brotherhood upon these an~ kindred 
~o,rtby of the reputation and ability of its quest"ions, But this very c,omm1tment to 1 ented author.'' b hi h b Altb solidarity-the confidence wit w c t ey 
thi ough the most protracted and verbose, have enunciated these arguments, and the 
b 

9 review not only shows the least fairness, b bl h th have encouraged the 
Utltbe least_discrimination as well. After a care wit w c e1 

young men who showed proficiency in them 
-bas made dissent timid about asserting 
itself in their presence; so that these con­
servative brethren do not know bow far .their 
opinions are shared on these pointF, and how 
far they are merely tolerated for the sake of 
peace. Of all those in the brotherhood from 
whom the essayist has beard any expression 
on these points, a vast majority are more in 
sympathy "."ilb bis views than against them; 
and the essayist's name was not associated 
with any particular view of the matter, to 
prevent his bearing a full expression of all 
views. Again, the reviewer need not con­
clude from the tenor of the other reviews 
that the sentiment of the brotherhood is 
against the essayist, since every man who 
finds his opinions opposed io the essay will 
feel strongly disposed to take· a band in •-tbe 
discussion; while those who agree with the 
essayist will, for reasons already stated, 
hesitate to speak, feeling that be can fight 
bis own battle!'. The first voices to be 
raised on behalf of a new departure have 
always few supporters until men begin to 
perceive that it will succeed. The general 
attitude of mankind seems to be : " Don't 
know him-heave half a brick at him I" 

One of the most vicious and unworthy 
elements of this review is the gratuitous 
attributing of obnoxious motives to the 
essayist. He says : "They (the views of 
the brotherhood) are entitled to be taken 
into account as honest views until the 
contrary has been established.'' This 
remark is quite true ; but if it ii; not 
absolutely pointless, it means to imply that 
the essayist bas not giveo bis brethren credit 
for honesty; when the fact is that not one 
word or line can be pointed out in the essay 
that could eveo squint at such an imputation. 
Again, the reviewer quotes the "catalogue 
of specified peculiarities" with which the 
essay described our · reputation amongst our 
religious neighbors, ending with the words : 
"and the general Isbmaelitisb air with which 
we move.'' But instead of heeding the 
warning which the essay immediately utters, 
that "we are not now raising the question 
of the justice or injustice of our reputation ; 
we a,e merely 11oting what it is"- the reviewer 
omits this sentence, unjustly charges us with 
bringing an "indictment" against the broth­
erhood, and says that many "would joyfully 
plead guilty to the whole series, and then 
join issue with the essay as to who is to 'be 
held responsible for the existence of the 
peculiarities.'' But the essay made neither 
statement or implication as to who is to be 
held responsible. Although the essayist 
makes no pretensions to scholarship, he 
confesses that he would rather be well 
trained and scholarly than ill-trained and 
crude-minded ; though he Implied no slur 
(God forbid I) at the host of godly and 
earnest preachers amongst us who have not 
bad the advantages which the American 
brethren enjoy. He confesses that he likes 
instrumental music, prefers a handsome 
chapel to an unsightly one, and would rather 
sit on a cushion than a bare board. On the 
other hand, be " pleads guilty" to ·a feeling 
of glory in our willingness to pay our own 
way, In "our marked avoidaoc, of the style 
of evangelism that Christendom in geoeral 
accepts," and in the iconoclastic energy which 
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was termed in the essay " the general Ish­
maelitish air with which we move," Where 

· now, 0 ~gie "indic~ment," is thy sting? 
!.he question _as to which of these peculiar-
1t1es are Scriptural and' which are not is 
avowedly not raiS£d here, because it is not 
the autho~•s ~urpose in the paragraph or the 
essay to Jus11fy or cond, mo them seriati111. 
What is not Scriptural, the essayist would 
certainly have us surrender at once· and 
what is not condemned by the Scriptures, 
but not necessitated by them, we &hould 
certainly be. willing to surrender, if thereby 
we could the better win attention to our 
presentation of the essentials of faith in Christ. 

Still other examples of the attributing of 
false motives to the ,essayist abound in the 
review. In discussing what he mistakenly 
conceives to be the es~ay's attitude on bap­
tism, he says: "Some care is taken to show 
that there are two ways in which uniformity 
may be reached "--and quotes the essay at 
length in substantiation. Well, are there not 
two ways? Would not sprinkling be a 
uniform practice if all adopted it ? and would 
not immersion be a uniform practice if all 
adopted it? The essay expressly limited the 
dilemma to the one point of uniformity by 
saying that it could be obtained either way, 
"S# fa, as the i,nmediate point is conun,ul," But 
the reviewer does the essayist a great injus­
tice in the following words : " The one thing 
advocated is a uniform practice ; so that this 
goal be reached, the form of the practice 
seems to be a matter of indifference." This 
is a total misreading of the essay. It does 
not even sum to be a matter of indifference, 
except to those who read the essay, as this 
reviewer appears to have done, with a hawk's 
eye for faults, but a mole's for clear and 
candid statements. That the form is not a 
matter of indifference (thougil the essay did 
not propose to discuss immersion pro and con), 
witness the essay's plea for "a solution that 
shall accord with God's will in the matter." 
And why does the reviewer attribute to the 
essayist "a suggestive leaning towards 
abandonment of that which is merely scruples 
••• rather than ••• a surrender of liberty?" 
The italicised word wa~ read into the text 
by the reviewer, and gives a totally different 
meaning to the essayist's language. Are we 
not agreed that liberty may be surrendered 
where conscience may not? and did the 
essayist intimate anything to the contrary ? 

But for the ingenious detection of micro­
scopic faults the reviewer's charge of a 
"latent bigotry" in considering _only Pro­
testants in the essay is certainly entitled to 
the prize cake. Of course there are sincere 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ amongst 
Roman and Greek Catholics, Armenians, 
Syrians, and all other ~dies who ~rofess 
Christianity at all. Nor dad the essay m any 
way suggest that there were not. But it was 
uncompromisingly founded upon the presup­
position of the plea, whose two arms are the 
absolute.and sole authority of the Scriptures, 
and the obligation of every man and congre­
gation to learn them and apply them to prac­
tice. On such a platform as this no~e but 
Protestants could have b1eo taken without 
an exposition and vindication of the plea, 
which would have carried the essay alto­
gether out of its line of argument. We 
trust that not many thousaad Catholics _were 

offended by the neglect. Yet, i~ spite of 
this obvious explanation, the reviewer ac­
cuses us of latitudinarianism where (as he 
thinks) we surrender the p1ea., and ~f bigotr_y 
where we presuppose it I Has consistency 1s 
like that of the woman who borrowed the 
kettle, and, on returning it, was sued by t~e 
owner on the ground that she bad cracked at. 
Her defence was, first, that she had not bor­
rowed the kettle at all ; second, that it was 
cracked when she borrowed it ; and third, 
that it was whole when she returned it I 

It would require several pages to answer 
all the reviewer's quibbles as to the am­
biguity of terms used in the essay, and 
several more to advance the syllogistic proofs 
of the several propositions with which he 
finds fault on the ground of insufficiency. 
But we will not affront the intelligence of the 
readers by pointing out these A B C's of 
reading, since no one else seems to have been 
seriously puzzled by the difficulties; we will 
merely suggest that if the reviewer will read 
the essay again, using a little common sense 
(the review has surely not greatly depleted 
his stock of that commodity), he will see the 
meaning whid:a the disputed terms are in 
tended to bear, and will also see that the 
sentences in question, interpreted in the 
natural and necessary light of the context, 
require no proof. 

On the whole, however, perhaps we have 
expected too much of this review. Its author 
seems .to know nothing of the essential prin­
ciples of interpretation, which forbid a man 
to disregard the context, and require him to 
interpret any partial statement in the light 
of the whole discourse ; and he seems to 
think that criticism consists in picking 
minute flaws and raising quibbles worthy of 
medizval scholasticism. This extended at­
tention has been given it, not because of any 
depth or strength or sincerity that make it 
a worthy antagonist, but for fear a less de­
tailed notice might be taken by the un­
thinking and word-loving as a confession of 
defeat. 

6. A. R. MA1N's REVIEW, 
The Epirit of this review is well expressed 

in the following words: " In any comments 
which I make, I trust it will not be imagined 
by any that I wish to impURD either the 
merits of the composition or the motive 
which prompted it, or reflect on the vision 
beautiful of a church united and restored." 
This spirit is well maintained throughout ; 
but the review is hardly less at sea than the 
preceding in its misconception of the essay, 
and this misconception is probably respon, 
sible for some near approaches to the im­
putation which the reviewer disclaims, as 
well as for some hypercriticism of the es~ay's 
arj!ument. 

The review says: "There is an uncom­
fortable impression created that the writer 
believes that, if the disciples of Christ in 
these Southern lands just go on as the·y are 
going, they will one day awaken to find they 
are dead." The essayist is sorry if this 
impression has been created, and, to obviate 
It, begs leave to quote from the conclusion of 
the essay: "Let us hope and believe and 
pray with all our hearts that tbe spirit of the 
world-loving Christ will abide in us forever, 
and lead us into all the ways of truth-that 
wo will accomplish o~r glorioua destiny." 

It is true that the essay was meant to wa 
against a spirit which might result in atrophrn 
but he does not believe that spirit is esse!' 
tially domi~ant in ~he _brotherhood, and h; 
does not think that 1t will prevail. Io speak 
ing of this appre~ens~on, the reviewer say~ 
that " our numerical increase and progress 
hardly support this opinion." But numerical 
lncre~ a~d progress _are ~ot in themselves 
safe cntena. The d1vers1ty of social and 
theological elements attracted to any new 
movement, and the power of the movement 
to unify and consolidate these diverse accre . . 
tions, are considerations equally essential to 
a correct and far-sighted judgment. We 
may here apply a quotation from the essay 
to other than its original connection, and say 
that any new and strong movement may 
continue to grow, and perhaps to grow 
rapidly, until "the limits of the sect" coin. 
cide with ;, those who will tolerate it," This 
bas been true of the M~thodists, and might 
possibly prove true of us. 

In discussing the essay's contention for 
uniformity of baptism, the reviewer indulges 
in a bit of what seems like hypercriticism, 
The sentence which he criticises is as follows: 
" It is manifestly within the right of each 
congregation to follow its own policy as 
regards the terms of admission to fellowship 
(membership); at least, the congregations 
will follow their own policy ; so we must 
reckon with this as a condition," Now it is 
evident that, taking this sentence as a whole, 
"it is the condition, and not the theory, that 
confronts us." The right assumed (as im• 
plied by the point of view in this portion of 
the essay) is in contrast to tbe authority of 
the denomination, not to the authority of the 
Scriptures. Yet the reviewer quotes the 
first clause of this sentence, and, mistakenly 
assuming the latter contrast, takes " much 
pleasure in emphatically denying" it. After 
giving a reason (which would be pertinent 
to the contrast he assumes, but is aot to the 
intended contras!), he quotes the remainder 
of the sentence, introducing it with the words: • 
" But Bro. Grinstead felt that the words 
italicised above ('It is maNifestly within ~Ju 
right of ,ach conq,egation to follow its oftlN polic1 
a, to the terms of admissio# to fellowship') were 
saying too much, so added what was meant 
to be a transition and explanation, bul what 
is really miles' away from the forroe~ _st.a.le· 
ment." Just herein lies the hypercnuc1sm, 
As the reviewer says, the additional clause 
was meant to be a transition. But, b~ ~he 
very meanin1t of the word, a traoSJllOD 
always takes one away from the former 
stalem1 nt ; and whether " miles " awa1, or 
only a few· hundred yards, the reviewer 
should have interpreted the whole seotenc~ 
in the light of the completed statemeot. • 
especially in view of bis recognition that it 
is an "explanation." This would have beeD 
001 biog more than fair to the essayiat, besides 
being m\lch better exegesis. Io this conn~; 

· tion, too, the reviewer denies any "true 
and " rightful " liberty on the part of th~ 
congregation " to practise spriokliog at al~ 
The essayist did not say anything as to I e 
truth or rightfulness of their libert~, . JI! 
simply did not raise the point that. at 'k. 
false liberty which they no~ exercise, ill 
cause be was not preaching a sermon el 
advocacy of immersion but was mer 1 

' ' 
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~a people with whom he agrees 
talki:!n, about their attitude oo other things. 
tber reviewer fears that " the effect of the 
fbe Dla'f be to confirm some io their 
~6edience." The essayist would be ex­
dt5ed\ngly sorry if this should occur, but does 
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standing of th S . 
the statement t:at .~;pture~ hardly justifies 
to withsta d I requires more bravery 
than to ' ~ thtese assaults (of the sectarians) 

ce . ·11 
1 think 1t wt • 

D0 I" 'fbe reviewer has a p~cu tar and significant 
agraph on the questto~ of "regarding the 

pardobaptist as a brother m Christ." Assum­
p~ the essayist's attitude to be absolutely 
j scribed io this phrase, he says that "some 
of our promin~nt brethren i!1 Australia find 
•11110re tban difficult; they simply cannot do 
\1 consistently." In exemplification, he 
q~otes a passage from ao editorial io the 
CHRISTIAN of August 27th, which pledges us, 
io preaching . the gosp_el, t_o the apostolic 
view of bapttsm ; which ts stated thus : 

Th 11,_ ap ourselves to the times.'" 
is e rev1ewe! says: "Loyalty to the Word 
b !11°~ essential even than that we should 
u:ittnyt" e ~ho' of a catholic movement towards 

. ·• ts can be restated in two wa 9 
y,1th tmp~ovement : "Loyalty to the Wo~d 
!~ essential to our being io the van," and 
hLoyaltr, to the Word requires us to be in 

t e van. We fear many of the brethren 
h3:ve be~o so rapt io a rigid loyalty to some 
mtoor things which they imagine to be taught 
by the Word that they have overlooked some 
of ~he -grand and broad and catholic ideals 
w~1ch the Word holds out for us. The 
mistake was not intentional, but it was none 
the less real. 

"Tbey tacitly assumed that there was no 
Christian life short of baptism." The re­
viewer presses this point home with peculiar 
iosistency. Now if this citation, and the 
appeal for the essayist's opinion of it, have 
any point ~t 3:11, ~hat poi_ot lies io the fact 
that tbe edttonal m question was written by 
the author of the essay, and that his positions 
in the two articles do not agree. It is a fair 
presumption that the reviewer knew the 
authorship of the extract, and meant to 
convey a veiled charge of inconsistency. If 
this presumption is incorrect, the essayist 
hopes that the reviewer will correct him. 
Apart from the fact that the essayist could 
have bad oo conceivable motive for such 
double-dealing, would it not have been more 
fair in the reviewer-more like a critic, and 
less like an accuser-to presuppose the es­
sayist's consistency, and try a little harder 
to ioterpret the two utterances in harmony ? 
This would not have been difficult, for the 
editorial extract is plainly on the subject of 
baptism, while the extract from the essay is 
just as plainly not oo that subject. Hence 
it is unwarrantable to draw from the latter 
any inference at all in regard to baptism ; 
but it is inexcusable if such inference is io 
conflict with the unequivocal utterance on 
baptism io the editorial. Here again the 
reviewer shows himself a blunderer at 
exegesis. _ 

The reviewer unconsciously approaches 
near to throwing odium upon the essayist's 
motive -in styling our present attitude a 
"timid conservatism," by classing that 
expression with a number of more or less 
opprobrious, discourteous, and unworthy 
ep_itbets, though conceding that it is " the 
mildest." This is hardly fair to the es­
sayist, when he has used no such epithets 
himself, and is always careful to refrain 
from any approach to such ao undignified 
method of controversy with sincere opponents. 
The essayist conceives that one reason for 
our past isolation has been the fear that the 
younger adherents of our movement might 
have their zeal chilled and their faith in our 
plea shattered by too free intercourse with 
those _ who do not see as we do. If (as the 
ea~ay1st's experience leads him to believe) 
t~is l~ar is unfounded, then his characterisa­
tion is apt. The adjective remains. More­
o:er, the opposilion which has confronted 
~ e efforts of the essayist and others in the 
. rotherhooct to be faithful to their 1.1nder-

The essayist repeats, it was not bis ·prim­
ary purpose to discuss the plea but the 
method of presenting it. Whil~ this is 
aff~cted ~y the attitudes - variously charac­
tensed tn the cooclusioo io what the 
reviewer is kind enough t~ term " fit and 
well:soundiog ~hrases" (which, we would 
remind the reviewer, may be found in the­
mouth of the critic, as well as of the advo­
cate)-V.:hile the presentatio~ of the plea, 
we say, ts affected by our attitude, it must 
never depart from the real question, which 
(to quote the reviewer) "is primarily this: 
,m tlie_ Scriptures to be our standard of appeal, 
our gmtle, or ,wt? We answer, Yes; because 
(1) these only are authoritative, and are our 
only revelation of the will of God; (2) if 
these are not a standard, nothing is ; if these 
tell us not, we cannot know.'' 

7. D. A. EWERS' REVIEW, 

This is altogether fair, and written in a 
most excellent, discriminating, and com­
mendable spirit. The reviewer is much 
more in accord with the essay than he 
thinks. Some of the misconceptions which 
underlie bis judicious comments have already 
been met, and the whole is written in such a 
lucid style that there are few points which 
need attention. 

The reviewer says that the arguments of 
the essay, if true, " not only prove that 
those known as disciples in Australasia are 
wrong, but those in America as well.'' While 
the essayist is not contending for anything 
simply because it is American, he thinks 
Bro. Ewers' conclusion is a mistake. The 
American brethren do not as a rule practise 
close communion-indeed, the essayist never 
heard such a position taken by any of their 
churches; and the exchange of pulpits with 
other religious bodies is quite .frequent, ;But 
the reviewer truly adds: "Even this, how­
ever • • •• is a small matter compared with 
what to my mind, appears conclusive-that 
if th~ essayist is right the New Testament 
disciples were wrong.'' It might be well to 
note here that not even this is the true 
standard, but only those principl~s . and 
practices of the New Testament d1sc1ples 
which were inaugurated and approved by 
the apostles, Tbe essayist thinks that this 
test will not condemn htm. , . 

. The reviewer quotCf! the essays tnple 
haracterisation of the ideal restored church 

~namely, as catholic, unicred1d, and coo-

gregational-but suggests some difficulties 
in practical application. Of course diffi­
culties will arise : but the essayist sees no 
ground for disagreement with the reviewer 
on the points which the latter raises. The 
reviewer doubts the accuracy of the essay 's 
statement that the congregational polity 
"commends itself to the common sense of 
men." If he had noted the following clause, 
"whether they recognise it or not," be might 
have perceived that the essayist did not 
mean that absolutely every man is theoreli­
cally and practically committed to congrega­
tionalism. As we have seen, none but 
Protestants are directly io vie•w in the 
essay. The Methodists, so far as their 
polity is concerned, are not at all of recent 
origin, Yet even amongst them it must be 
confessed that the great mass of laymen are 
growing restless under episcopal control­
that the conferences " really rule by the 
sufferance of their congregations; and their 
sway is far more lax than a few years back, 
and growing more lax every year." The 
same is true of the great so-called orthodox 
bodies of Dissenting ·Protestantism, and of 
the Episcopal Church in America. As to 
the other bodies named as exceptions, they 
are I not of sufficient age and influence, or 
their zeal too far overbalances their common 
sense, for them to be reliable data on which 
to base an induction. The movements of a 
millennial tidal wave are not to be measured 
by the ripples of a few decades. 

The reviewer endorses the essayist's plea 
for congregational liberty in details, but adds : 
" ls not this already recognised ? . • • • 
There is perfect congregational freedom.'' 
The essayist wishes he could say this with 
as much confidence. He knows of one case 
in which a new congregation, seeking the 
truth, was driven to look with disfavor upon 
our plea, and ultimately to become a Baptist 
church, by the refusal of one or two neigh­
boring congregations to recognise them or 
have fellowship with them on the ground 
that they accepted willing off~rings from the 
unimmersed, and sat wilh them at the L'lrd's 
table. Yet this congregation bad as much 
authority to read the Scriptures for itself as 
the others bad, and it was acting up to its 
understandin~ of them. The essayist is not 
at all sure that a congregation which con­
scientiously differed from the brotherhood on 
these points, and in it s entire method and 
form of worship, although consisting entirely 
of immersed believers, pledged to the Scrip­
tures alone, and wearing no unscriptural 
names, would be quite cordially welcomed 
into one of our Conferences. He would be 
very glad, for the brethreo's sakes, to know 
that he has misjudged them in these points. 
He is certain too that some of these things­
which are purely matters of congregational 
preference-are so vigorously insisted upon 
that the public necessarily associates our 
name with certain unessential peculiarities, 
and so cannot help thinking of us as a 
" minor sect.'' Nor is the public wholly 
to blame in this matter. 

Another matter which the reviewer raises 
is food for pointed comment. He says: 

" A largo proportion. of tho American brethren 
oppoH missionary societio■, and acarcoly one­
tplrd of Ibo church• contribute through them; 
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many oppose organs and Endeavor Societies, 
while others objrct to Sunday Schools, and 
some advocate the re-baptism of Baptists, and 
other fads," 

Although we do not know Bro. Ewers' his­
tory, we venture to assert that he has not a 
close personal acquaintance with the Ameri­
can brotherhood, It is not true that" a large 
pr,?J>?rtion of the American brethren oppose 
m1ss1onary societies.'' The opposition is 
confined practically to the State of Tennes­
see, the southern counties cf Indiana, and a 
few scattered congregations ' in Kentucky, 
T~xas, and (very sparsely) other southern 
States. Even in these congregations it is 
very often a minority-sometimes not more 
than four or five per cent - that holds 
the church back, the majority yielding for 
the sake of peace. The fact that so large a 
proportion of the congregations do not con­
tribute to the missionary activities is usually 
due to apathy, not to oppositirn; and this 
apathy is largely explained by the larger 
perctntage of struggling country churches 
there than here, and . to the fact that their 
missionary conventions are not associations 
of churches, but assemblies of individual 
Christians. Moreover, these so-called "fads" 
are not advocated by different elements of 
the brotherhood, but by all the same elenze11t, 
with rather indistinct boundaries, and a var­
iety of emphasis. The term "fad" is hardly 

• an appropriate name tor the earnest and 
settled conviction that animates these pious 
brethren ; and one of them-the rebaptism 
of Baptists-is as logical a deduction from 
the second chapter of Acts as is close com­
munion. But it is on the general attitude of 
this school that the essayist wishes to point 
a moral. The fundamental principle upon 
which these brethren build seems to be that 
the New Testament church was a divinely 
prepared model, to be followed by the Fhurch 
in all ages; and consequently we are not 
only obliged to conform to it, outlines 
wherever th!!Y can be traced, but are aim 
prohibited from supplying features of our 
own where the Scriptures are silent. We 
must give them credit for a high degree of 
consistency in the application of this prin­
ciple, since they reject the organ in all sacred 
music, and the creation of any religious or­
ganisation. within or without the congrega­
tion. We hasten also to pay a tribute to 
their zeal, 1 heir piety, their diligence in 
Scripture study, and the high degree to which 
they often develop a personal sweetness and 
amiability of character. It is to be regretted 
that individual temperaments and qualities 
so excellent do not attain to a more bene­
ficient use in the religious world. So intent 
are they upon tracing and restoring the 
faintest outlines of the church in the first 
century that they utterly miss the require­
ments and opportunitie, of the church in the 
twentieth century. Thinking that they per­
ceive the Scriptural plan so clearly them-
1elves, they look .upon all who do not con­
form to it- for whatever reason-as apostate 
with Rome, and frequently go to the len~tb 
of denying them any Christian standing 
whatever. A church of this school, highly 
commended by its sister .churches in opinion 
as apostolic in its zeal for the faith, once 
withdrew its suppol1 from a ver1 needy mis-

.• 

sion point at which the essayist was laboring, 
on the sole !{round that p~rt of bis s~lary ~as 
paid by an Endeavor Society! Their penod­
icals (of which, by the way, there is ~nly one 
of sufficient influence to deserve notice, and 
it a very minor one, as compared with the 
other puhlications of the brotherh~od) do ~ot 
publish news from those congregations which 
use instrumental music, pay the preacher a 
fixed salary, maintain the· Endeavor and 
Sunday School, and contribute to missionary 
societi~s. Theresultofall this is that they have 
no influence in t be brotherhood or in the re­
ligious world. Their services attract few 
outsiders, and denominationalism simply 
ignores their plea for union. The restoration 
movement has passed them by, and they have 
been "left behind, a narrow, dwindling, 
moribund sect." Their way has led, or is 
rapidly leading " to a hard and exclusive and 
stunted life-to an encrustation of tradition, 
and the development of a rancorous contro­
v~rsialism. These . is no life in it, no faith, 
no hope, no love, no fellowship with the 
living and breathing spirit which will ani­
mate the restored and united church-only 
the cold and fruitless self-satisfaction of a 
shrivelled up logic." 
· This school is the (ruit of the theory which 
demands absolute and unreasoning conform­
ity to every petty de.tail of first century 
~bristianity, and ignores the practical need 
of th~ adaptatioQ of methods .to current needs. 
The sam.e theory has a strong hold upon a 
large portion of the brotherhood in ~ustralia. 
There are two differences, however- the 
theory has had forty years longer to develop 
in America, and it has taken some more 
extreme and aosurd positions there than 
here. Still, there are .some po_ints in which 
the positions of this schoof have dictated the 
policies of the brotherhood here, and have 
carried them to an attitude as rigid and 
repellant as any adopted by the adherents 
of this view in America. Close communion 
is one of these. The exclusivenesa of plat­
form and pulpit is another. The refusal to 
accept a voluntary and unsolicited offering 
from a conscientious unimmersed believer or 
an innocent child is still another. The 
brethren are perfectly sincere in these posi­
tions, but their sinc~rity · did · not prevent 
them from assuming a position that was not 
i;mly unwarranted by the Scriptures, but was 
also a prejudice to the cause. It,was for the 
purpose of contributing to the neutraljsation 
of this tendency, encouraging grow1ng ininds 
in the brotherhood to depart from it, and 
accelerating our present rate of growth 
toward a larger, a ' more charitable, a more 
consistent view-in a word,' a · more Scrip­
tural a~plication of 'th• plel!,-that the essay 
was written. ' · 

Several of the reviewers and critics have 
joined with Bro. Ewers in taking · exception 
to the e~sayist's statement that it manifests a 
sectarian spirit for us " to suppose that we 
are right and other religious ·bodies- are 
wrong." Those who so except practically 
charge the essayist with the bald absurdity 
of condemning· a man for believing that bis 
b!liefs are true. Of course, if a man be­
lieves a thing, be thinks his belief is true 
This is such a self-evident proposition that 
common sense should have told the review­
ers _ they were on the wr~ng tack. But if 

our beliefs-:--espe_cially in n:iatters of opinion 
and precanous 1_nterpretahon - are so im­
movably rooted m our minds as not to ad­
mit of a fair re-examination, are we not pre. 
judiced ? If we condemn a man and call 
him "disobedient " (the very word of some · 
of the reviewers), and refuse him our Chris­
tian fellowship and fraternity, while he is 
perfectly honest in his lack of obedi nee and 
that lack is due to his never having i ee~ the 
force of our premises, and not to any wilful 
disloyalty-is not this a sectarian attitude? 
and is not this the natural meaning of the 
language of the essay? We would sound a 
warning, too, lest any should think again 
that the essayist is here fighting a man of 
straw. It is much easier to say that we 
should have this open mind for the position 
of our opponents, than it is to have it. It is 
very easy to declare our willingness to re­
ceive truth from any source; hut the declar­
ation is stultified by our ignoring the great 
degree in which we may learn of divine 
sovereignty from Calvin, of divine grace . 
from Knox, or of the Spirit-filled life from 
Wesley. 

The reviewer is" obliged to dissent" from 
the essayist's statement : "Th_e only safe 
ground on which we can close our pulpits to 
a pious and wise p:edobaptist preacher would 
be the assumption that be is more liable to 
error than we; and wh~t a world of conceit 
is there in that assumption!'' Hut (lame 
dissent !) the reviewer presents no othi, 
ground, and pleads guilty to the conceit in 
the assumption ! He urges that the p:edo­
baptist would be more liable to error than 
we in estimating the importance of argu­
ments in favor of infant baptism. The 
essayist admits that he thinks so too; and 
he also admits that ther·e may be a good 
deal of unconscious cone· it in his thinking 
so. On the other hand, he thinks that nine 
of our preacQers out of ten would find allu­
sions to immersion where t;1one existed, and 
would often overestimate their value; and 
that they would he likely to undere~timate . • 
the points of similarity between the old and 
new covenants. But does the one instance 
cited by the reviewer, in which the predo­
baptist would be a less safe guide than we, 
prove that he would be so in other instances 1 
Does one swallow make a summer ? Again, 
would a predobaptist be likely to ·preach a 
sermon on infant baptism in one Qf our 
pulpits ? or if he did, would he be invited 
again ? The same courtesy would be due 
from either side to the other in this case. 
The predobaptist's allusions to baptism, in 
any sermon which he might preach in our 
churches, would presuppose his view of the 
ordinance; just as our allusions would pre· 
suppose our view. But it would be entirelf 
unnecessary, to say the least of it, for either 
to preach a formal and explicit ser~on, 
presenting his· view of ' the matter,' wbe~ 
vi!\iting the other party. Common sense 
an_d courtesy would easily regul~te these 
tbtngs. 

In conclusion, we would quote the co!n• 
ment of the reviewer, which is exactly in hoe 
with the positions really taken in the essay: 

" Our ,·iew of the whole subject will depend upon 
our conception of the plea. If tbis Is 1hnpl1 
the 11nioa of belleven, everything miill be iub­
HrVient to that carditlll Idea. Bill If OW' pita 

j 

! 
j 
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<,::oration of primitive Chr~tianity in 
15 d 10 Christian union, we shall seek to as-
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or er 
•n 11nd occupy the New Testament plat­certat 

This does not mean • a hard, stunted 
forlD• · f d' . d h life, an encrus!atlon o Ira 1110n, an . I _e devel-

ment of a rancorous controverstahsm,' or 
~phe cold and fruitless self-satisfaction of a 
~rivelltd-up logic.' lt means the glad recog­

s ' tion of ail that is Christ-like among believers 
01 • 

r~ther a_n a!,tem~t "to. see a way through the 
difficulties. Discussion of it is needless , 
an~ so, as a strict reply, this section of th~ 
review ,shoul~ end here at the beginning. 
But the essayist cannot refrain from comment 
u~on the spirit of this review, and from using 
this as the text for some further comment 
up~n the general tenor of some of the other 
reviews. 

1 all parties, hearty co-operat1on with them in 
0

11 matters wherein all occupy common ground 
:nd ha,•e a common object, and even rejoicii1g, 
like Paul, howtver Christ is preached, 'whether 
io pretence or in truth.' It means the cultiva­
tion of the 5pi,il of unity as well as, and in 
order to, the advocacy of organic union, and at 

·the same time a loving but uncompromising 
presentation of the New Testament teaching 

00 the importance and practicability of such 

union.'' 

s. W. L. JoHNsToN's REVIEW. 
This is in unison with the purpose of the 

essay at e~e!y ~ssential ~oint. Its funda­
mental position 1s a negative paraphrase of 
that positively expressed in the essay: "Un­
less, howe~er, the chur~h ~mbraces the plea 
of the disciples of Christ, 1t cannot become 
acceptable to God as his universal church." 
The reviewer emphasises the essayist's warn. 
in~ concerning our general attitude. He 
pomts out the growth of the catholic spirit, 
and adds very pertinen ti y : " Let this pro­
gress continue and it will he found that the 
Christian world will presently consist of two 
classes with but bne distinguishing doctrine 
-immersion." He gives the current move­
ment credit for a portion of this progress­
rather too modestly, we think, if the reflex 
influence of American t~ought upon British 
and Australian theology be taken into con­
sideration. 

Near the close of the review he says: 
"The scheme (of the essay) appears to be 
one of intellectual devisement_ only, seeing 
the arguments are nowhere backed up by 
divine revelation." Pausing only to note 
the fact that the essay presented no "scheme" 
at all, but only an appeal, we must say that 
we do not see how the proposals advanced 
could have had other than "intellectual 
devisement," even if they had been ·11 backed 
up by divine revelation " explicitly quoted. 
Intellect is necessary to appr.ehend and apply 
the Scriptures, and to shape our course in 
matters not covered by the Scriptures. 
Intellect is nothing but common sense. 
When the u.e of the mind departs from 
common sense, it ceases to be intellect, and 
becomes nonsense. The drawing of a con­
!rast between intellect and the Scriptures, as · 
if the two were naturally in antagonism, has 
been responsiblt: for half the errors and 
divisive hobbies of Christendom. 
· We would repeat the reviewer's exhort­
ation: 

"Let us be diligent and vigilant then in the per­
formance o! our high and glorious trust, lest 
the great court of heaven should pass a motion 
of no-confidence in us, aod supplant us by 
others who will administer the coostilutlon of 
the church as divinely enacted." 

9• M. w. GREEN'S REVIEW, 
T~is cannot be called. a review-at least, 

llot ID any complete sense of the word. , It is 

As Bro. Gr~en re~d the essay, he i:erceived 
an _apparent Jncons1stency between the dis­
cla1mmg note ~nd ~he outspoken advocacy of 
open commun_10n m the body of the essay. 
Inste~d of disregarding, the note, tacitly 
a~custng the essayist of deliberif,te incon­
s1~tency_, and assailing what would seem to 
hm~,. without the note, to be the essayist's 
P?s1t10n, Bro: Green very wisely and judi­
c10usly takes 1t for granted that the essayist 
means to be consistent, and suspends judg­
m~nt pending a fuller explanation. It is. very 
evident that the reviewer fully grasps the 
gen~ral te~or an~ purport of the essay, 
realises with the essayist that great diffi­
culties stand in the way of union-difficulties 
only aggravated by excommunicating those 
who disagree with us- and heartily sym­
pathises with the essayist's eftort to approach 
those difficulties appreciatively. In this case 
at lea5t the essayist does not seem to have 
"shown a lack of sympathy with the modes 
of thought of one to whom he . appealed." 
This reviewer may disagree with the essayist 
as to close communion ; but if he does, the 
disagreement will not be of the a priori kind 
which presupposes that one's opponent is 
ex ipso facto guilty of every sin in the logical 
calendar. We thank this reviewer for his 
he~ty, manly and courteous, albeit too brief 
review. 

His judiciousness is in such marked con­
trast to the ha!!ty condemnation visited upon 
tho essay and essayist by some of the other 
reviewers that this is . deemed a fitting occa­
sion for pointing a warning in regard to them. 
As has been seen, some of the reviews-par­
ticularly those in the CHRISTIAN of Oct. 15-
abounded in the most glaring misinterpreta­
tions and misapplications of the essay's lan­
guage. Again, and .once for all, the essayist 
avows his willingness to bear , the blame, 
wherever an inadvertent use of ambiguous 
or inapt terms, or a faulty rhetorical and 
logical construction, has really been respon­
sible for, this mi, interpretation. So far as 
the essay in its· If is concerned, the essayist 
is willing to rest Jtis case with this section of 
the review. If the readers condemn it, it 
must stand condemned. Neither the essay: 
ist's reputation nor the position for which he 
is contending is staked upon _the pub! shed 
essay. That may now live or die upon its 
own merits. 

But there were many misinterpretations 
for which neither the language nor !he 
rhetoric of the essay was responsible. Hastily 
and unwarrantably, propositions have l een 
attributed tci the essayist which were utterly 
foreign both to the context and to t~e mean­
ing of the words. In nearly every mstance, 
this error has arisen from the reviewer's con­
sidering the essay while having in his mind a 
contrast different from that in the mind of 
the essayist, and readi11g tliis false contrast i11to 
the text of the essay. This is a rery common 
logical and exegetical blunder, and one utterly 

fatal to correct and impartial interpretation. 
The frequent commission of_ it ~~ows a lack 
of that poise, caution, and Jud1c1ousnes~ of 
mind which men have a right to expect ID a 
public teacher. 

Now when we come to consider the ques­
tion of close communion upon its own merits, 
we shall see that two of the fallacies which 
lie at the basis of that practice are of this 
kind-the fallacy of false contrast. _The mind 
that is prone, through injudiciousness or 
traditionalism, to read false contrasts into 
the text of a secular writer, is apt to do the 
same with the Scriptures. The essayist tries 
to speak with due modesty in saying that he 
has never before been accused of lacking 
either the willingness or the ability to say 
what he means. If then we find his utter­
ances so misinterpreted by the reviewers, 
chiefly through this blunder of false contrast, 
need we be surprised to find their interpreta­
tion of the Scriptures fallacious in the same 
respect ? and should we not be rather cautious­
about following their lt:ad in inferences from 
'the Scriptures, without first carefully exam­
ining the contrasts from which their inferences 
are drawn ? V've think this warning is a 
pertinent and necessary one before proceeding 
to a detailed consideration of the qucstion of 
close communion. · 

(To be continued.) 

The Querist. 
Awld foollih questl0111 • , • for they an unpn,fitabl, 

· . and valn.-Titas 3 : !I· 
---o---
G. B. M0YSEY, 

QuERY.-Please explain Gen. 4: 16, 17. 
If Adam and Eve were the only two persons 
on the earth, where did Cain get his wife 
from? 

REPLY.-There is nothing in the narrative 
to show that Adam and Eve were the only 
persons on the earth save Cain, and the fact 
that the latter is said to have married a wife 
is.fairly clear evidence that there was at least 
another person on the earth at that time. No 
doubt Cain did what hundreds of better men 
did in those ancient days, as witness the case 
of Abraham himself (see Gen. 5 : 12), viz., 
married his sister. The fact that no daughters 
are mentioned as born to Adam and Eve 
during the first 130 years of their lives is no 
proof that they were daughterless. In the 
line from Adam to Noah, during a period of 
over 1000 years, and in the course of ten 
generations, no daughter is mentioned as 
having been born before the particular son, 
who because of some pre-eminence is named. 
Yet surely this does not prove that in none 
of these generations was a daughter born 
before a son. The same peculiar fact is 
noticeable in the ten generations from Noah 
to Abraham (Gen. 11). Doubtless, when 
Cain went out. from the presence of the 
Lord and dwelt in the land of Nod he took 
bis wife with him, and that she was one of 
his sisters. There is no evidence whatever 
that he found her in the land of Nod. 

QuERv.- What authority have we for 
electing elders and deacons ? 

REPLY,-An answer to this question is 
found in the editorial of the CHRISTIAN, No, 
47, present year, 
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The Leader. 
Seaa6 ye Ill the way,, and -, and uk fo, the old 

patha.-Jeremiah 6 : 16. 
---o---

Dcnominational Union. 
The current number of the Wesleyan 

Spectato, has a short article on "Baptists·and 
Union," in which it says that" a. ·somewhat 
curious illustration of the saying ' extremes 
meet' is afforded in lhe fee\ing which exists 
that the two great hindrances to union are 
the Baptists on the one hand, and the High 
Church party on the other. The Baptists 
cling tenaciously to a particular mode in the 
administration of an external rite,· and the 
High Church makes claim to special preroga­
tives, which admit of no compromise, These 
sheet anchors hold, and offer powerful resist­
ance to the great tide, which flows towards 
denominational union," Thal this is a fair 
statement of the case as it now stands appears 

to us very much open to questio~, ';!~ ~ave talce in cQDfounding union with unity. They 
watched the ., flowing of the 11de m the do not und_erstand that there may be union 
direction of union, but have not been able to without umty. 
discover that the position assumed by the For instance, the Austrian empire is co _ 

b d. l' d h had any n1aterial posed of a union of different nat,·onat·1t·1m 
two O ies men IOne as but it would be a mistake to s11ppose theast, 
effect in stopping the flow of the tide in the 
direction in which it was seen to be moving. because of this union the people are united. 
It has been evident to those who have been The very reverse of this is true. Austria is 
observant of the trend of things that the a notable example of a disunited people. 
movement in the direction of union has been The union is a political one and only main. 
chiefly confined to three religious organisa- tained by force. Race hatred is the great 
tions known as Presbyterians, 1\Ielhodists disturbing element and may eventually lead 
and Congregationalists. Outside of these, to the disintegration of . the empire. Here 
there bas been no practical evidence of any it may be observed, we have a union brou1:h; 
intention of going with the flowing tide. about and maintained by force in which, of 
Only optimists of the most vivid kind had necessity, the idea of unity is impossible. · 
any expectatton that the union movement, The illustration, however, will serve to show 
for the present at least, would extend beyond that it is not safe to use the words, un'on 
the three bodies mentioned. That union and unity, as equivalent terms. Even a 
might be achieved with them was felt to be union voluntarily agreed to for a specific 
possible in the near future. The differences purpose cannot be regarded as unity if the 
that separated them were not regarded by the parties concerned have only agreed to a tern. 
impartial observer as being insuperable. porary truce. It is the wise Lorct Bacon 
The conferences that had been held by their who quaintly says:-" There be two false 
representative men had been of · the most peaces or unities : the one, when the peice is 
favorable kind, and altogether the outlook grounded upon implicit ignorance ; for all 
seemed very promising. And this is the colors will agree in the dark ; the other, 
point we are desirous of emphasising, namely, when it is pieced up upon a direct admission 
that the attitude of the Baptists and the of contraries in fundamental points. For 
High Church party cannot offer any powerful truth and falsehood , in such things, are like 
resistance, or any resistance at all, to the the iron and clay in the toes of Nebuchad­
consummation of the union of the three nezzar's image; they will cleave, but they 
bodies alluded to. will_ not incorporate." In the Christian con-

It is true, of course, so far as the ception of things it is the higher thought of 
wider union is concerned-a union embracing unity that is presented before us as the goal 
the whole of Christendom-that every op- to be attained. Christ himself gives us the 
posing section to this idea malces the possi- true definition of unity. "That they all may · 
bility of this union increasingly difficult, and be one; as thou, Father, art in me, and I in 
it may be that the holding aloof of the Bap- thee, that they also may be one in us; that 
tists and High Church party form the two the world may believe that thou hast sent 
greatest hindrances to it, but it is well to me," Here, the unity of believers is pre• 
remember that there are other forces to be sented to us as being hke the unity of the 
reckoned with before the union of Christen- Father with the Son. Unity of disposition, 
dom can be said to, be. within· measurable of thought and of purpose. And this Christian 
distance of realisation:·: ·The tendency to ,. ~nity is the great moral miracle that will 
ignore this fact is not a very hopeful sign of · -_~_oqquer ·the world. _ · 
the realisation of a wider union in the years It must never be forgotten t~at this unity 
to come. Leaving this thought for the has a definite purpose in view. As an ex• 
present, we are confronted with another pression of Christian oneness it is to "coo• 
phase of the subject that finds expression in vince the world." In order to do this it must 
the words "denominational union." This be genuine, No "malce believe," such as 
idea, at the present time, seems to have come denomina1ional union, can be expected to 
from Mr, Pearce Carey, the Baptist preacher, produce such a wonderful result. The world 
and is offered as a sort of compromise. What is shrewd enough to see the difference between · 
is understood as organic union not ueing the true and the false. It is the existence of 
possible, denominational union is suggested denominations as such that is an offence t_o 
as a substitute. That is to say, that a feder• it. It is not a mere external union that it 
ation of churches should be formed in which demands,but a unity that expresses oneness of 
all the denominations concerned preserve U1ought, more particularly in regard to mat• 
their distinctive differences. It is quite pos- ters pertaining to salvation. When it asks 
sible, of ~ourse,. to con~eive ·of such a thing how men are to be saved, it expects, and ex• 
and call_1t_a Ulllon, but it would not be unity. peels rightly, lo bear one voice and not a 
And this Iii where many people make a mis- BaboL It wants no discordant ,oices 111d 
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• l "bl they do, unity may Je poss1 ~• but not till 
then, Canon· Henson has said many wise 

things ori the question of union, and not 
the least wise is the following : " The reform­

ation of the church must be slowly reached 

by the reformation of its several members ; 
the reunion of the church must be the crown 
and climax of its reformation, Therefore, 

~part from all schemes of ecclesiastical re­

union which, as matters now stand, are 

wholly chimerical, and perhaps even mis­
chievous, there is a duty plainly laid upon us 

as members of the church of Christ. \\'e are 
10 reform ourselves, to get at peace among 
ourselves, to realise our own responsibilities ; 

and thus we are to work towards better rela­
tions with our separated brethren. If we are 
fanatical contenders for or against mere non­

essentials .• • • we are the abettors of division. 

If we are indifferent to truth we are the 
champions of schism. , , , \Ve need the cleans­

ing grace of God, we need his winnowing 

fan, we need his purging fire. What right 
have we to prate of reunion while we cling to 

our corruptions and hallow our , heresies?" 

Let this process of cleansing, winnowing and 

purging go on, and unity will come, for truth 
will then be triumphant. 

From The Field. 
The field b the world.-Matt. J3 1 38, 

---o---
Queensland. 

CHARTERS ToWERS.~ad the pleasure of bap­
tising a sister on her own confession into the blessed 
name of Jesus on Sa1urday night, Nov. 21st. On 
Lord's day ev_ening, Nov. 22nd, one elderly man stood 
up io the gospel meeting and coo fessed Jesus as the 
Son of God, and was immersed into his name. We 
believe there are more to foil ow short I y. 

No!, 23. J. SMITH, 
Ro,u.-A baptismal service was held last Wednes­

day evening, when Sister Long was immersed by 
James Saunders before many witnesses, and was re­
ceived into fellowship Lord's day morning. Al the 
eveoiog service llro. Saunders preached ai, able 
'11dr_ess ·on "Temperance " which was greatly ap~ 
preciated. ' 

No,. 23. L. A. HosK1Ns. 

m 8 R_J6BANE, -The a vcrago allendancc at morning 
m:llng1 11 higher than ever, and al gospel 

Un11 fairly good, and al our Wednesday prayer 
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~eetl~g the attendance is improving. We have also 
i~ :e come from Mary borough, Q., our Bro. Bell, who 

good worker and acceptable speaker The 
church al M b · ary orough has suffered a Joss by his 
removal, but the cause in Brisbane has gained. Our 
hrolber, th0ugh only a few weclrs lo Drisbane ha& 
addressed the church al morning meeting, took the 
pl_alform at gospel meeting, and last Lord's day visited 
Zill mere, speaking there. He also gave an interestiog 
a~dress. on \'Vednesday last, which was listened lo 

workers. A good programme of songs and recitations 
was gone through. Presentations were made lo E . 

, Griniths, Sister M. Morley, E. J. Waters and Sister 
Waters. The presentations were suitably acknow­
ledged, and a very enjoyable meeting was brought lo 
a close by singing, " God be with you till we meet 
again," after which light refreshment was handed 
around. 

Nov. 22. W.S P. 

Wtlh rapt attention by those present. 
Nov. 22. A.S.W. ---o---

New South Wales. 

:'Y~NEY.-On Thursday, . Nov. 19lh, a Foreign 
M1ss1ooary meeting under the auspices of the Sisters' 
Conference Committee was held at Mrs, Hindle's 
house, Cavendish-street, Staomore. The subject for 
the afternoon was, "The Islands." A large number 
of sisters were present, and all were much interested 
in lhe subject. In the absence of Mrs. Gole (who 
was called away), Mrs. Walden read Mrs. Gole's 
paper on the subject, describio1 the habits of the 
heathen natives, also a letter from missionary John 
Thompson, in Pentecost. The description of tbe 
interior of the native huts, and their way of disposing 
of their dead, was particularly revolting. We had 
with us'a Miss Price, a Baplist sister who has always 
been interested in Foreign Missions and who spent 
some time among the islands and stayed al several 
Presbyterian mission stations there. Her descrip­
tions were very interesting, and after giving 'us a 
short address, she answered a number of questions 
about the islands, put by those present. We also had 
I be pleasure of listening to solos by Miss \Va Iker 
(Petersham), Mrs. Lee (Marrickville), and Mrs. 
Shearston (Paddington), while Miss Kingsbury (Eo­
more) presided at the piano. Votes of thanks were 
passed to Miss Price for her address, the sisters who 
supplied the music, and Mrs. Hindle for her kindness 
not only in lending her drawing-room and giving us 
afternoon tea, but in getting up such ao enjoyable and 
instructive programme, A colleclioo was taken up 
by the only brotber pres·ent-Mr, Walden-and . 
amounted to £1/16/-, which will be donated towards a 
boat for Bro. Thompson in Pentecost Island. 

Nov. 22. · 

SYDNEY .-The annual flower service of the City 
Temple Bible School was held oo Sunday, Nov. 22nd. 
The chapel was nicely decorated with flowers and 
green foliage. The service of song, "Hidden 
Treasures," was rendered by the scholars, while D. 
R. Hall read the narrative, of . which he was the 
author. Afler the service the Bowers brought by the 
scholars were distributed to the poor of the neighbor­
hood, and a heart) Invitation to the gospel meeting 
ex I ended to them. Bro. Dickson preached a special 
sermon in the evening, when more choruses were 
given by the scholars, The collection lo aid of the 
hospitals amounted to £4/6/6. 

Nov. 23. S. GoLE. 
MARRICKVJLLE.-Large attendance at worship•yes­

terday morning. D. R. Hall, M.L.A., gav" an in­
structive address on "Ministry." One received into 
membership. Very fine meeting at night, One bap­
tism and one confession. 

Nov. 23. · l{ollERT C. G1u1ouR. 

CoRoWA.-The church held a social evening on the 
17th iosl., lo bid farewell to E. Griffiths, E. J. 
Waters, and Sisters E. J. ·waters and M. Morley. 
Bro. Way occupied the chair and spoke in highest 
praise of the departing brothers and sisters. He was 
torry that the church wu l01in1 . such valu11ble 

---:>-

New Zealand. 
l(AITANGATA.-We have bad a send-off social to 

Bro, and Sister Greenhill, who are leaving for Mel­
bourne through ill-health. We bad a very enjoyable 
evening on October 27th. Bro. Greenhill was pre­
sented with a very nice umbrella from the Home 
J\jission Executive; Sister Greenhill, a pair of bulter 
knives and case, also from Executive. Bro. Greenhill 
was also presented with a small token from the church. 
We have had a visit from Bro. Alcorn of lovercargill, 
also Bro. Rix of Burnside. The officers decided to 
hold a short mission while Bren. Alcorn and Rix 
were wilh us, wbich· resulted in . four additions by 
faith and qbedieoce, and three restored. 

Nov. 15. E. ROGERS. 
N!iLSON,-We are sure that the brotherhood gener­

ally, and very many readers of lhe CHRISTIAN, will 
be anxious to hear lhe latest news concerning J. J. 
Franklyn. \.Ye are thankful to say that he is now 
recovering from a long and serious illness. The 
trouble was in the first place a severe cold, lurniag to 
pleurisy, \>Vheo lhe doctors were Cdlled in, they 
discovered that he was suffering from hydatids. For 
ten weeks he had to lie oo his bed, but he is now 
able to walk a little. We pray for his complete 
restoration to health. Bro. Lewis is doing most of 
the preaching while our brother is laid aside. There 
are some on the point of deciding for Christ. The 
Wednesday night meeting is well attended. 
, Nov. 16. . W .R.G. 

AUCKLAND. - Our mission · at Mount Roskill is 
progressing favorably, a contract having been Jet 
for a building to seat 150 at a cos! of about £300, and 
we expect to have the opening services early in the 
New Year. As a number of members live in this 
district, the branch church will start with a nucleus 
of good members. Several additions by faith and 
obedience have to be reported, under the preaching of 
C. Watt, who with the advent of fine weather has 
already held tlie first of this season's Park meetings, 
and purposes holding them fortnightly during the fine 
season. Last year they were productive of good. 
Leslie Hadfield, of Dunedin, has accepted the 
offer to labor io this field as second evangelist, in con­
junction with Bro. Wall, beginning with the New 
Year, 
. Nov. 14, H.N.B. 

DuNEl>IN,-At the close of M. W, Green's dis• 
course on the " Sinner's Friend" this evening (Nov,· 
22nd), an elderly and a young woman made the good 
confession. 

SPRING GROVB.-Oo November 9th the annual tea 
lo connection with our Bible School was held. At 
the publlc meeting in the evening the room was 
found to be too small to accommodate the crowd. 
John Griffith, the superintendent, presided, and a 
capital programme of recitation~, singing, etc, was 
rendered. F, V, l{napp and Elijah Griffith gave 
excellent · addresses, J. Griffith was presented with a 
Teacher's Bible and a large print New Testament by 
the teachers and the llible Class. Bro. Grilfitb 
has been connected with thia 1c°hool for the put 
twonly•olght year■, moat of tho Um, 11 1uperh1• 
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lendeol. On lhe followinR Wednesday evening a 
social was held for the benefit or those unable to get 
to the tea. Bro. Lewis presided, and a most enjoyable 
evening was spent. On November 8th, alter an 
address to the young by llro, Griffith, two Bible 
School scholan confessed Chrlsl. 

a large assembly, by R. Woolcock. The bri_dal pair 
are members of the church al Balaklava, but as this 
is the bride's parental home, and tbe plac~ where she 
early united with the Christian church, tl was most , 
appropriate that the marriage should lake place here. 

Nov. 25. R.W. 
Nov. 16. A.G.K. 

CHRISTCHURCII.-Since I last wrote four have been 
bapti,ed. We are now called upon 10 part with our 
esteemed evangelist, Bro. Manifold, who has done 
mucb good work amongst us. He leaves in about a 
month's time to work at Pahiatua. Bro. Judd will 
carry on lhe gospel meetings until we secure tbe 
services of another evangelist. A successful social 
and sale of work was held recently. Last Lord's day 
we had wilh us Bren. Walker and Williams, from 
Sydney, and Bro. Binney, from South Australia. 

Nov. 20. G.l' .P. 
---o---

Victoria. 

BAIIKER'& CREEK.-\Ve have again started a week­
night gospel meeting at Faraday. On last Tuesday 
night Bro. Connor gave a splendid sermon, and after 
the meeting a young man decided for Christ, and on 
Lord's day morning be was baptised into Chrisl. 

Nov. 16. A.E.G. 

. SouTH YARRA.-Since last report we have bad 12 

additions, 6 by faith and baptism, and 6 by letter. 
The preaching bas been done by several brethren, 
lately by D. Pittman, E. F. RyaJI, and H. Carter. The 
audiences have been good, and there seems to be a 
good amount of interest. On Nov. 3rd we held our 
church and school picnic at Clayton. Bro. Stewart 
allowed as the use of bis paddock there, and did all 
he could to make it a pleasant day's outing for us. 

J.T.E . 
SzvtLLB.-We bad the pleasure of a visit from Bro. 

and Sister Rutledge from North Richmond, and we 
spent a profitable hour around the table of the Lord, 
Bro. Rutledge gave us a short address. There are 
only five of us meeting regularly DOW; sometimes 
three members come from South \Vaodin, a distance 
of seven iniles. We bold out meetings in the after­
noon to soil all parties; so as we have a train run­
ning on Sundays now, if any of the brethren or sisters 
would like to spend a day with us we would be glad 
to &ee them, as the train returns io the evening about 
7 o'clock from here. 

Nov. 29. w. J. PARKER, 
, NBWMARKET.-Tbe tent mission closed on Sunday 

night, when there was one confession. The actual 
additions during the five weeks' mission were 8 by 
faith and baptism, 2 by restoration, and 3 more are to 
be baptised; total, 13. This is not what we expected, 
but we must be content. Oo Monday evening a fare• 
well social was held to bid God-speed 10 Breu. 
Harward and Pitlman, and the prayers of the church 
at Newmarket go with them to S . Richmond. 

nee. 1 .- A.W,S. 
--o---

South Australia. 

LoNG PLAIN.-Three of our youns people were 
baptised last Lord's day morning, and were added to 
th, church. l'r~vious baptism& have lakeo place at 
Mallala, ten miles away ; but we arc now able lo bear 
witness for Christ in this ordinance lu our own 

me1tlog house. 
Nov. 25. R.W. 

KADINA,-One received inlo fellowship. Two from 
Moonta were baptised in the evening. We visited 
Hews again last week, and had another decision. 
Two who have made the confession al Moonla are 
waiting till the new baptistery is ready. 

Nov. 29 . W. MoFFll', 

BRoMrToN l'ARK.-The meetings have been con­
tinued each Sunday evening with a fair amount of 
success. Last night two lads from lhc Hindmarsh 
Sunday School confessed their faith in Christ. 

Nov. 30. s. 
l'RosrECT.-Afler a good meeting to-night one 

confessed Christ. Splendid sermon by P. Pittman. 
General regret is expre~sed al his early departure 
from S.A. 

Nov. 29. J .C.W. 
---o---

w est Australia. 
· SumAco.- Large audiences assembled on Lord's 

day, Nov. 1st., the occasion being the opening of the 
enlarged buildings and celebration of the fifth 
anniversary. Brethren Lucraft (morniqg), Hagger 
(afternoon), and Banks (evening), were the speakers. 
The chapel is now 70ft. x 3of1., still ii was found 
impossible to accommodate all who attended. At the 
close of the evening service there was one confession. 
Ou Weduesday, Nov. -4th, the opening tea was held. 
It was a success. After some b~ndreds bad partaken 
of the good things provided, a large audience lislened 
to addresses from Brethreu Ewers, Payne and Hagger . 
on " Church Exlension." Tbt secretary's report 
showed that good work bad been done during the 
year, over 100 members having been added by faith 
and obedience. The present membership is 209 

H .J.B. 

ttome ft'lission Sunday. 
r®@7 

Annual Collection. 
Special Thankoffering on 

._, "11 LORD'S DAY, 

3rd January, 19011 
EXPENSES, .£ 125 MONTHLY. 

!-350 REQUIRED. !-350 

MALLALA,-Our chapel was the i;cene of a very 
intereatlng eveol on Nov .. 18th, when lJ. Thorpe and 
A. Harris were unlled io marrl,ge, in the presence of 

Please enclose your conlribulion in this 
Envelope, and band in on above date. If 
you cannot be at the meeting, send to your 
Church Trea111rer, or to lbe Conference 
Treasurer, 

W. O. CRAIGIB, 
259 Lit1l1 Collins-st., Melbourn,. 

A ••lr•I Prinl, JI tlbourn,. 

Mere and There. 
Here a little and tbere;~/ittle.-La~b 23 1 10, 

One confession al Brunswick, Sunday night. 

Paddington mission closed wilb 74 confessions. 

For College of the Bible meeting see Coming 
Events. 

One confession Sunday night, City T,mp!e, Camp­
bell-street, Sydney. 

There were three confessions at Pelersham, N.S W., 
on Sunday evening last,• . 

Our usual Almanac is now ready for sending out, 
and we shall be glad lo fill all orders _promptly. 

Lake-street, Per th, reports another addition by 
faith and baplism, being the busbao_d of one of the 
members. 

Campbell Edwards met with the church at Pad­
dington, N.S.W ., last Sunday week, and gave a 
splendid address to the Sunday School. 

The church at Cheltenham intend giving Bro. and 
Sister Mahon a grand farewell lea anil public meeting 
on Thursday, December 17th. Brethren everywhere 
invited. 

A brother in West Australia sends us an order 
with cash for five hundred "On the ·Rock" for ft!e 
distribution in that city. These books are going off 
like bot cakes. 

The Annual Conference of the West ,Morelen 
churches of Christ will be held in the Cbrisliao 
chapel, Rosewood, Queensland, at 12 o'clock noon, on 
New Year's Day. 

We understand that H . Mahon will close bis work 
in Cheltenham on Dec. 20, and will leave shortly 
afterward for Dunedin, New Zealand, where be will 
take up the work in the Tabernacle, Great King-st. 

We would like to remind all Victorian Sunday 
Schools which may require First Principle Leaflets 
that we must have the order by Deamber 161b. 
We cannot undertake to supply them after that date. 

Notwithstanding that li,000 copies of "0]1 the 
Rock " have been sold in Australasia, the new and 
cheap editiOJ! is selling well. Remember that we have 
a large edition now ready which we are anxious to 
send out. 

Western Australian brethren, remember Buobury 
mission needs your prayers to uphold the workers on 
the spot, and )Our cash to pay the bills -not either, 
but both. Be as prayerful, sincere and practical as 
you can. Golden Offering for H.M. funds-Sunday, 
January 3rd, 1904. 

By the steamer leaving Sydney last Monday Cecil 
McCallum, of Kaoiva, Vie., and A. Marshman, of 
Dalkey, S.A., took their departure for the College of 
the Bible, Lexinglon. We wish them God-speed, 
On their arrival there will be twelve studeols io the 
college from Australia. 

Owing to Bro. Moysey's. approaching departure for 
South Australia, be bas resigned bis position as • 
member of the Home Missionary Committee. His 
resignation was accepted with very much regret, 
Joseph Pit Iman, who was ocxl highest on the voting al 
the last Conference, bas been invited lo fill lbe 
position, and he bas consented lo do so. 

Rt!sCol! ANO l'Rl!VIINTl\ 'E Ho>1as.-The fundJ of 
our institution are nearly exhausted. Unlesa help 
comes speedily th, year will close with a batance_on 
the wrong side, We shaJI be glad to receive Chr15t· 
mas gifts from any who believe we ar, doing good ID 
thi■ department of the Lord's work. Th, bomllll art 
full of inmates.-J, PITTMAN, Armada!,. 

I 
i 
~ 
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A brother asks: "Would it be right to allow a 
nbaptised person to officiate at the organ young a . . 

. gospel services, provided none or the members 
dann:ie to play it?" We do not think It right To 
are• p~rsoo to engage in a gospel invitation which 
~sk :as not accepted is to say the least ridiculous. 

1~ none of the members can play, it bad better be 

!ell alone. 
E. Griffiths and :,ister Rose Crisp were married on 

November 25th at the residence of the bride's parents, 
. Dandenong. There were present Mr. and Mrs. 
Ja proctor, Misses Ninnes (2), Mrs. Gillespie, Mr. 
~d Mrs. Brown, Miss Moysey, Mrs. and Miss Mann, 
MiS!eS Griffiths (2). Mr. J. Griffiths, Mr. D . Griffiths, 
Mr. and Mrs. Chas. Crisp, Mr. G . Love, Mrs. 
Spottiswood, Miss Stewart, Misses Morley (2), Miss 
J{ortoo, Mr. Jabez Thurgood, and A. B. Maston. 

The following little incident shows bow that :i, 

wide awake secretary can, by taking prompt action, 
nry materially assist the Home Missions. Hugh 
Gray, secretary of the church at Port Fairy, writes to 
tbe Conference Secretary as follows:-" Seeing the 
state of the Home Mission funds, I brought the 
matter before the bretbren·on Lord's day. We made 
ap the sum of £3/8/3; cheque herewith. We may be 
able to do more at the beginning of the year " This 
prompt action to relie\·e the exchequer is very com­
mendable. 

A •ery sad incident is reported from America The 
preacher of a church was charged with "the excessive 
use of intoxicants," and when announcing bis resigna­
tion, told bis congregation that " be bad learned to 
drink in their homes. The first time he ever tasted 
wine, be said, was at the home Df a member of the 
congregation, who was now one of his accusers." No 
man, whatever his position, can afford to play with 
evil. Preachers, in themselves, are as weak as other 
men, and those who tempt them, never dreaming that 
they can come to any harm, may find too late that 
Satan bas used them to destroy a soul. -'.' It must 
needs be that offences come; but woe to that man by 
whom the offence cometh!" Matt. 18: 7. 

We trus; that all of our readers who during the 
put three years have been preaching temperance 
will at the forthcoming elections for the Common­
wealth Parliament vote for temperance. We have 
nothin,t just now to do with politics in general, but a 
gTe&t moral question like that of 1he drink trade 
should lift itself above politics, and all should vote 
lor men who will In Parliament vote for temperance. 
J. G. Barrett has been a life-long temperance advoc,te, 
and can be depended upon to do his best in this 
direction. Besides, he is one of our own brethren, 
and we trust that when our Victorian readers are 
&electing their four for the Senate they will give Bro. 
Barrett OD6 vote. W , Wilson is standing for the 
Yarra electorate for the House of Representatives, 
and we trust that any of our readers who may live in 
that constituency will give Bro. Wilson their vote 
and influence. 

The following came too late for classification :­
PADDINGTON, N.S.W.-Our filteen days' mission 

clo$ecl last aigbt, and we bad a glorious time. God's 
blessiDg bas attended the work all along. We held 
0pea-air meetings every night in the week, and we 

~onsider they hav~ helped to make the Indoor meet• 
mgs the success they have been. There have been 
confessions at every service, and a deal of interest 
manl~ested by the numbers ol questions put in the 
questton boxes and answered the following nights. 
We are now belier known in Paddington as a 

·church than ever before. Oo Sunday, November 
29th, the morning meeting was well attended by 
members and visitors, and Bro. Dagley welcomed 
into fellow, bip 29 who had been baptised during the 
week. At night we had a large open-air meeting, and 
when the workers got to the building it was soon 
filled to its utmost capacity. The choir. was In full 
swing, and sang well. Bro Bagley preached with 
great earnestness, and at the close pleaded with 
the people to accept Christ, and our hearts 
rejoiced to see 12 accept the loving Invitation. 
Truly God has blessed our united efforts. The church 
has almost unanimously worked and prayed for 
succe5s, and God has prol)lpted 74 precious souls to 
confess Jesus as their Saviour. Pro. ~agley has 
never failed to declare the whole counsel of God, 
to point out God's will to man and man's duty 
to God, and we believe we shall continue 
to reap, because of the faithful manner in 
which the good seed bas been so\\-n. We are all re­
joicing together because the Lord has been good to 
us and has blessed us abundantly. 

Nov. 30. A. w. SHEARSTON. 

C Victoria, South Australia, l 
! New South Wales and @ 
! West Australia @ 
! Home Mission Collections, @ 
t January 3, 1904. ., 
'-·~------~✓ 
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/,ow is a/wi,ys costly. It" 
w ill witltltoltl 11otlti11g from the 
object lo,wl. I.ave ji11tls 110 
atleq11a /c expression save it, 
sacrifice. A c lteaj, oi11/111e11t 
would 110/ have c.rj,ressed //wl 
wo111a11's love for Jesus. A11y­
tlti11g less tha11 /ht' l,t's/ s ite 
could offer wo11ld 11ot have 
sufficed. Notlri11g do11e 011t of 
pure love for Christ is ever 
wasted. TJ,e fragra11ce of that 
sj,ike11llrd poured 011/ uj,011 the 
head of 011r Lord has Jilted all 
the u•orld 1111tl all the Cltristiuu 
a11t11rics. The hea.-t of Jesns 
l11111gered for. /111111a11 lot·e lhe11 
as it 110 do11bt tloes lo-day-a 
love that ji11ds e.rj,ressio11 i11 
deeds of sacrifice i11 his 11a111e 
for the v.•elfare of l111111t111ily. 
Shall we co1111/ that loo costly 
u ,J,fch i s 11ecessnry to flu: 
progress of his kiugt/0111? Not 
if we low accordiug lo the 
<111101111/ forgi,•e11 11s . 

January 3, 1904. 

) 
C Mew South Wale■ want■ £100, ~, 

'Victoria £360, 8th. Jlu■tralla 
and We■t Australia 

all the churches can give. ~ "----=:--::=---~ 

We have now a few copies or Canrigbt on Seventh 
Day Adventism Renounced which we can send to 
those needing them . · Two copies in paper, 3/· post 
free ; cloth 4/·, by post 4/6. 

.We have now our cheap edition or OK THE ROCK 
ready for sending out. The price is 3d., by post 4d. 
Anyone buying 50 copies and over we will send them 
for 3d. post or carriage paid. An) one taking 500 
copies we will place them on board steamer carriage 
paid to nearest seaport for 2d. each. Jus t imagine a 
book ol 194 pages for 2d. It is neatly gotten-up, ~o 
that you need not be ashamed to give a copy to the 
Governor-General. 

Coming Events. 
o-,,,. IU tlma of tut, com.1Ar,-Jl1'_••1•b I : , 

DECEMBER I & 5. - There will be a Sale or 
\Vork in connection with the Ladies' Dorcas, in 
Lygo,; Street Cha pel, on December 4 and 5, 
Afternoon and Evening, commencing at 3 o'clock. 
All members of the neighboring churches cordiallr 
invited. 

DECEMBER 7,-A HOME MISSION RALLY 
will be held on Monday next, December 7th, at 
Swanston-street Chapel, 8 p.m. Spcakel's: H. G. 
Ha rward, A. B. Maston and J . \V. Bake.-. Musical 
items by Lygon-strect Quartette Party. 

DECEMBER 8,-Y.P.S.C.E. , North Fitzror, cele­
brate their firs t Anniversary on Tuesday, December 
8th. Good speal,ers. Bright meeting. Come and 
sperid a pleasant and profitable evening. 

DECEMBER 15.-FAREWE LL to H. MAHO1', 
in Temperance Hall, Russell-st., Dec. 15th, at 8 p.m. 
Chairma n, J. Pittman. Speakc,·s : Senator Barrett, 
J . H unt, \\Im. \\lilson and F. \V. Greenwood. Selec­
tions by Lygon-street Quartctte Partr. an,I others. 
Free. Collection. · 

DECEMBER 15.- COLLEGE OF THP. BIBLE. 
The Annual Demonstration and Pr!!sentation of 
First Diploma will take place at Lygon-st . Cha pel, 
Carlton, on Tuesday, December I.'ith, at 8 p.m. 
Representative Student speal,crs. 

DECEMBER 17. - ·JOHNSTON STREET. - A 
Monster Valedictory Tea Meeting to terminate the 
work of the church at the above aJdrcss, anJ 
celebrate the opening of the new ch.opcl , corne,· or 
Gore anJ Greaves Street, Fitzroy, will be hdJ at 
the Tabernacle, Johnston Stred, on Thursday 
cv_ening, December 17th. Tea on Tables at _6A5. 
Public Meeting at 8 p.m. , when addresses w,11 be 
given by leaJing speakers. Please come early and 
a,·oid the crush. 

JANUARY 3, 1904.-Home Mission Sunday, 
Annual Collection, 

JOHA.NNESBORG, S. Africa. 
Church of Christ Meeting-place :-8➔ KERK ST, 

Lord's days, Breaking of Bread, 11 am. Secretary's 
Address-W1LLIA~t BLAKK, Stam! 388, Bertram Hd., 
Troyeville, Johannesburg. 

If you want a Reliable Bicycle 

Call upon W. WOOLHOUSE, 
199 BRUNSWICK STREET, FITZROY. 

"FOX" CYCLE WORKS. 
· Bicycles built to Order, best procurable, £16 10■, 

Good Bicycles from £10 10■• 

Secondhand Bicycles Cheap. Fittings ol all kind! 
Supplied. Genuine Dunlop fyres, low price. Cutlery 
and S!)ectacles. Genuine Pebbles, 4/6 pair. Country 
Orders receive Careful Attention. 
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•roR CHRl:'.>T AND THE CHURCH." 

CONDUCTED BY A. R. MAIN, 13!) nuc,;r.1,v STREET; FooTSCRAY, 

CH~ISTMASTIDE. 

A Visit to Bethlehem. 
Topic ror Dec. 22nd . 

Suc.c.i;snrn RF..101Nc.s. 
Rend all pc,·taining to the hirth :ind infancy or 

Jesus; 111:ltt. I: 1- 2: 12; l.ul<e I: 1- 2: 20 ; 
John I : I-IS. The topic dc:tls with Malt. 2: 1-12 
and Lul<c 2: 8 -20 especially. 

Bll<TJI OF JESUS, 
Tiu• f>l,rc,·.- Rc1·hlchcm is five or six miles south 

or Jerusa lem . The mother of ,Jesus lived in Nn;,(:11·cth 
of Cali Ice . l>i\'inc pro\'idcncc is seen in thus A:ui<ling 

Joseph :tnd M:11·y to Bethlehem :it this time; it was 
not thci1• own pl:mning, a Jcc1·cc hcynnd their 
control was the moving cnusc. It was titting th:,t 
Jesus shoulJ he born in the city of naviJ , his 1·oyal 
ancestor. It was also in accordnncc with prophecy 
(Micah ,:; : 2). Matt. 2: 5 shows that the Jews 
were familiar with this prediction. Luter, some, 
l<nowing the prophecy an.I belic,·ing that Jes us 
came out of Galilee, denied that he could he the 
Messiah (John 7 : 41 , ~2) . · 

Tltc Ti111e.-Thc Saviour was horn prohahly about 
1007 years. ngn. The Christian era, ns ,,·e reckon it., 
was fi xed hy the. monl< Dionysius E-xiguus in the 
first part nt' the sixth century, and he made a 
mist:Jl(c of four years. As to the time of year, some 
will s:.1y that one of the things most certain is thnt 
it w,1s not December 25th. Very well, then it was 
some other date ; it Jocs no harm but much gooJ 
for men at some season to have their minds turned 
heavenward and their hearts fllled with gooJwill 
to men. • 

The J,,·enf rather than the Jate is important. It 
wns the J.:rcatcst thing that c,·cr huppeneJ since the 
wodd wns made. " If you want to understand 
llcthkhcm, you must go into 

0

time before Beth­
lehem." John, who Jocs not record the L)irth, tells 
us its meaning : uThe \Vord beca me Acsh, and dwelt 
among us.'' .\1aclarcn says: ' ~The surface of the fact 
is the smallest l'art of the fact. They say that there 
i~ seven times as much of an iceberg under water as 
there is above the surface. And the deepest anJ 
most important fact about the nativity of our Lord 
is that it was not only the birth of an Infant , but the 
lncarn:,tinn of the \\'ord . 11 How little the n1e11 or 

the day undcrstooJ the Cl'ent ! We hnl'c of olJ 
est.:mplificc..l the ~,ttitud'-' of different classes townnls 

. Jesus : 
Scel<ing the Saviour ... \Vise Men, anJ S hephcr.ls 
l\e~lccting the Saviour ..• Priests 
Op1K1sinl( the S:l\·iour ... Hcro<l 
M:,y he not 1,e tu us, m1 to them, "The Unr'caliscJ 
Chrilit. " -

For onl)· the wi11c men lmclt anJ prai,;cd, 
AnJ only the shepherds cume to sec, 

AnJ the rc11t of the world cared not ut nll 
For the little Christ in the oxen '11 stall; 
AnJ we are ang11· nnd >1ma>:eJ 

Thnt s uch a Juli , har,J thing should be. 

How Jo we l,ccp his birthday now 1 
\\'e ring the bell• anJ we rai11e the sh-ain, 

\\'e hang up g,1rlamls _c l'Cl'}'\\'!1ere, 
And bid the 111pc1·s twmlde fiur, 
And reaKt unJ frolic- und then we ,:o 

Unck to the 1':lme old lh•u ugain. 

Are we so hettcr, then, than they 
\Vl10 faile.l the new-horn Christ to sec? 

To them a helpless B:ihc- to us 
He shines u Saviour g-lol'inus, 

Our Lord , our Friend, our All- yet we 
Arc half-asleep this Cho·rstmas Oar! 

. T11F. S1mp111rnos' V1s1T. 

Lulic nlonc records this. These men were "the 
rcprcscnt:iti,·es of the peasant people, with the 
'honest anc..l good hcr11·t,' who a fterwards formed the 

bulk or his disciples ." God led the shepherds hr 
angels, the Magi by a sta,·, each clHss whill, engage.I 
i11 1 nnll nceo1·ding to nntu,·c or, their work. l~cvelu­
tions1 it has been snid, :.11·e never m:idc to idle men. 
Cnethc pointed out that S:.a1l found a l(ingclom 

while looking for his father's asses. " Lire is full 
of angels singing to us the songs of heaven , and of 
st:.1rs guiding us to the Redeemer. 11 The ndor;1tion 
of th.c ~hcphcrds is not stated, though probably 
irnplicd. Their p1·oclama tion of the good news is a n 
example to us (Luke 2: 17, 18). 

THI! \.VISE ME>I. 
1Vl,o tuer e fl, ry ?-The nnmc " Mng-i II originally 

m eant "a sect of Median and Persian scholars ; it 
was subsequently applied (as in Acts 13: 6) to 
pretended astrologers, or Ocicnt;il soothsayers. ' ' 
Simon was of this " caste" (Acts S: 9). These 
wise men were " the reposito ries of science , ph il­
osophy, medical sldll 1 a nd rcliJ,!ious 1r1ystcrics in the 

countries beyond the Euphrates." They repre­
sented the culture of the East. They must have 
wors hipoed the tni'c God. They were not Jews; 
the narrative is that of the Epiphany, or manifest­
ation of Christ to the Gentiles. There is much 
tradition a nd conjecture rcganling their number, 
numcs, rank or country. Isa. 60 : 3 anll P sa. 72 : 

JO nrny have suggested to some that they were 
l< ings from Ambia. There arc sti ll c, hibitcJ in 
Cologne Cathedral the skulls or these three kings, 
each circled with its golden crown I So if any 
dispute e ither the r,1nk or number, we s lrnll point 
to the skulls! 

Wiry Juul they come ! - They' saw a star. \Vas it 
m,tural or supernatural ? l{cplcr calcuh1tcd tha t 
at this time there was v isible a brilliant star-or 
rather the conjunction of Jupiter and Satun1 a ppear­
ing as u single star of special brightness. Some 
lut\·e found in this a confirmation of their faith ; for 
my part, I woultl he chielly impressed by the wisdom 
of men who could say Jupiter or Saturn stoud over 
the particular ph1ce in Bethlehem where Jesus was. 
Again, you 111;1y usk, Dill others see the star, or the 

wise men only 1 \\'e do not lrnuw. If seen hr 
other,;, appnrcnt ly it meant nothing to them: 
Mall)' penplc saw ,1pplcs fall, before Newton 
learned so much from one. So;ne have thought 
that the prophecy uf Balaam about the star (Num. 
:u : 17) may ha\'e influenced the Magi. \Ve know 
thm at that time throughout the East men were 
expecting uni.I looking for u great king to arise 
among the Jews. Hence the quc ,1· in Mmt. 2 : 2, 

The earnestness ond faith of the wise men arc 
wo,·th)• of note- " faith leading to action; faith 
shown by pcrae,·.:rance; faith overcoming obstacle■ ; 

faith humbly accepting God's plan; faith followin 
God' s .lirection." The greatness of the faith _g 
most seen in this, that in the humble ho .

11 
use 1n 

Bethlchcm- n?t a royal palace, but a lowly cottage 
- they recognised anJ adored the ICing ! As was 
customary for those approaching an Eastern mon. 
arch (sec I m. 10: JO; Ps:r. 72 : 10 etc) th 

• • • J • I ey 
offered h1111 their gifts. Earl)' Christian writers 
interprctc.l the gifts as signif)•ing- gold, the king· 
franl,inccnse, the burial; myl'rh, the suffering; 

others, "myrrh to n mortal , golJ to a kin 
fra nkince nse to God." It may have been that ~~ 
_the prnvidcncc or God the treasure helped the 
infant Jesus to esc,1pc the hate of those who would 
mur.ler him by pro1•iJing means for the journey into 

Egypt. 
" Ther gan to tliec 

Myr,·h , fr:tnkinccnse, 3nJ gold ; 
But, Loni, with what shall we 
Present oursch·es before thy Majcstr, 

\\'hum thou redeemed st when we ,rere sold? 
\\'e'vc nothing but ourselves, :ind scarce that 

Vile Ji,·t and clay ; ·[neither, 
Yet is it sort , and ma y 
Impression tal,e. 

Acccpt· it, Loni ; :111J say, this thou hadst rather: 
Sta mp it, an.I on this sordid metal make 
Thy holy image, anJ it shall o uts hine 
The bea uty of the golden mine." 

Notes and News. 
The syllabus lor 1!!04 will probably be ready next 

week. 

It is proposed to hold a grand C. E. picnic anJ 
camp-meeting :o t Eltham on February 1st, 1~. 

Christmastide g ives a n opportunity for the Sun­
shiners. u A Gift Night ,, would well suit the 
topic. 

Our Union is still increasing. l{aniva applies for 
affi liation. Its membership is, IS active, 13 as­
sociate, :111d 6 honorary. Miss Violet Lloyd i• 
secretary. 

F. E. Clark, the founder !)f the C.E . movement, 
is c, pcctc.l to Ian.I in Auckland on January 20th, 
190~. The Victorian Union promi,-es good meetings 
during Murch an.I April. 

The J\farrickville Society intends hm-ing a musical 
uml literary entertainment on January 12th, to 
celcbn1tc the president's fortieth year or disciple­
ship. Proceeds go to the Marrickville Cottage 
Hospital. They desire to clear about £20. The 
Congregationalists hal'e pl:iccd a large school-hall 
at their disposal. 

The secretary uf our Vic torian Union acknowledges 
the receipt or copies of the 1\1 is.< io11ary 1"/t•lligt11cff 
a nJ the /\Tissio,wry Tidiugs, two splendid p:,pcrt 
issued by our American brethren. The Union 
recommends that e,·err society should endc:ivor to 
subscribe for at least one cop): for its lllission:ar)' 
Committee. F. M. Ludbrool1, Collins-st., will be 
gh1,I to supply. 

OUR BtBLH DATING PLAN, 

Date. O.T. N.T. 

December IS Amos 1,2,3 Re,·elation 8 
16 4,5,8 

1 

17 7,8,9 
·8 

18 ObnJiah 
y 

JO 
19 Jonah I ,2,3.4 

ti w Mic11h 1,2,S 12 
21 ~.s ,. 



THE 

FOR 

flrst-elass 
Titiloring 

ao ro 

W. G. GRA.IGIE & Co. 
259 LIT. COLLINS ST •. EAST, 

Two Dool'I from Bwan■ton Bt., 

MELBOURNE. 
... ;,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,.,.,.,,,.,,,.,,,,,,,,,,.,,,. r,,,,,. ~ 

I The Celebrated Vianos I 
I CORNISH ANO I 
I ~ s I AMERICAN \.:Jrgans I 
I ~ 
~ lfl!SSRS. CORNISH & CO., are the only firm of actual ~ I manafacturers of blgb~grade Pianos aod Organs In the ~ 
~ Uolted State■ aelllng ezcluslvely direct from the factory S I to the Publlo at ~ 
I Wbol-1• PPIC .. fop a Blnlfl• ln■tPament. ~ 
~ No Agents or Dealen are allowed to handle the Cornish S I American Pianos or Organs. It ls juat as easy for the I 
!Iii readen of the CHIUSTJAN to alt down and order a Plano S I or Organ from America u to order one from their Musla ~ 
~ Score, the only dllference being they wlll s 
~ &ave from &O tc too pep cent. S I We have Organs from £6 to £25, Pianos from £34 to ~ 1~~- s 
~ Bell foP C:Ub, OP upon In■talmant Plan■, ~ I to ■alt the convenience of the purchaser. Our large and S 
~ oolllplete Catalogue will be forwarded opon requesL ~ 

I CORNISH & co., I 
I Wuhintton, New Jer■ey, U.S.A. ~ 
I Cltllogoes may be obtained from and Oders sent through ~ 
I TB■ AOSTBJLL POBLJBHINO co., ~ 
I IIM ■lls&betb &&Net, llelbOUJ'De. ~ J,,,,,,.,,,,,,,,,,,,.,,.,,.,,,,,.,.,,,,.,.,,,.,,,.,.,.,.,,,,,.i,. 

Second Northern District 

STARR BOWKETT 
BUILDING SOCIETY. 

237 Collin■ Street, llelbourne. Tel. 2149. , 

AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 

IJYALL&SON 
Ch.a.ff, 33:a.y, Gra.~, a.:n.d 
Prod-u.oe 1'11:eroh.a.:n.ta. 

EXPORTERS OF PR EBBED H.l Y 
CHAFF, & COLONIAL PRODUCE. 

Country Order■ Carefully Attended To, 
Special Jlttentlon given to Seed Grain . 

Head Office and Mills-

39 lo 43 LEYESON STREET, NORTH MELBOURNE, 
Branch Stores-

1 & 3 Yiotorla Market, Melbourne, 
and 308 Sydney Road, BPun■wlok. 

OH! MOTHER!! Rttabllshed 1857 . 
LOOK HBRB 

PORNJTOR■ CABBPOLLY II.BM
0

0YBD 
In Plrst-class Vans, Town or Country, by 

WM:. A.LLA.MBY, 
118 QOBBN8B■RRY BT,, CARLTON, 

Charges Moderate. Pair Horse Vans for Plonlcs. Po:il Cards 
and Letters Punctually Attended To. 

BEEBY & HENDERSON. 
SOLIC /TORS, 

HUNTER & CASTLEREAGH STS., SYDNEY 
Tl!Ll!PHONI! 4096. 

~_____...-+...K•~~ «19 •• ,,. • 

EDWARD A. BEEBY. [ ROBERT N. HENDERSON, B.A 
Percival Road, Stanmore. f Fivedock. 

Telephone 356, f Telephone , Ashfield 
Petersham. 

TRUST FUNDS TO LEND, 

For Good Honest Value go to 

P. B. McM.llSTER., 
Watc/amalter 8,-Jeweller, 

111taOL STR.BB'T, NOR'TII MBLBOUlf.NII 
_.. OnlJ l'lnt-ctau Worlr Dou. Ord■n bJ Post 

PTomptlJ ud Ceftfnllr Aundetl 10. 

,(l.. A.BOUT 

? IJ.J~· ESTEY 

world. 

~ ORGANS 

Wrile for our Catalogue. 

For all 
imform,tion 
pleue to 
write us, 
it is our 
busi nes~ and 
pleasure 10 
answer all 
enquiries in 
full . We 
are the Sole 
Importers, 
ol the Estey, 
the learling 
ori:an of the 

Allan & Go., 
276 278 

Collins-st. 
MELBOURNE 

262 BRUNSWICK ST., FITZROY. 
MODERATE CHARGES. 

3-as. .manning, 
ESTATE AGENT. 

All business connected with Land, Hoases. Rents, 
Loans, Titles, Transfers, Leases, Mortgages, 
Crown Lands, Wills and Shares transacted. 

Offlcea: Wa.re Chambera, 

KING WILLIAM ST .• ADELAIDE. 

LAND FOR SALE. 
Orchards and other Properties. Vacant Land In 

Large aad Small Blocks. Very Easy Terms. 
This Land is Good for Fruit Growing. 

Small Deposit. 

T. CLEMENTS, Bayswater Road, 
Bays water. 

8URW0E,O B@YS' 
.l HOME FOR NEGLECTED, ORPHA• 

,JI, ,JI, .I.ND FATHERLESS BOYS, HE)ME. 
No Really De■titute Boy Refu■ed, 

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Members 
of the Committee, or .A. B. MASTON, .Austral Co. 

Reference can be made to the Committee and 0fflcera, and alsc, to I(, W. 
GREEN, G, B. MOYSEY, D. A. EWERS, A. B. MABTON, G. T. WALDEN, 

OFFJCE,BE.IIR.ER.S. 

$ Of All the Work in which Christiana ~ -­
~ can engage, this is the Most Encouraging ~ 
ilJ,lf and Rep,oduotlve. You ,ow to-day, and I 

to-morrow you Reap the Harvest. Our 
Readers everywhere are asked to 

Prea.-Kp, R. Campbell Bdward■. Hon. Phy■lolaa.-Dr. Jlpmc■trtornbgu'ry 
Vice p an e • 

• rea, - Rev. A. Hardie. ) t Dr Loughnan, 
Ho■ Treaa. - lb. J. Oolclouth, -1 Ban. Cheml• .- • Surrey Hilla. 

. Moat Albert Road, Canterbury. f Committee - Rev Alfred Jone■,tM,.r, 
Hoa a · M C. Qultten o , · ea,-llr, Fitz Snowball, F. G. Dunn Mr. w o Cral"ie 

M s Laver P. ' • • ' Queen Street, Melbourne. • P, J · b Grieve, Mr, Caddlok, 
11Pl,-l1P, .&, B, Yarooe. llr, 0 0 

-~~➔~~-+ 

ASSIST THE CHEAT WORK . OF SAVI NC THE BOYS, 
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The Pillar of Salt: 
e ~cA->¥ ti 

A Story of Station Life. 

The Brisba,u Cin,rnr says:-•; This Is a remarkable 
!ittle ~k,_ a combinalion of station incldents(in an 
1mpress1on1st style), philosophy, and sermonising. 
The reader will get a good deal that Is fresh in it, 
and a great; deal that is elevating." 

CAPT. FARLOW, B.A., LL.B., Working Men's Col­
lege, Melbourne, says :-" The book must be read 
right through to grasp the author's real meaning and 
understand the lesson. The writer evidently bas an 
Intimate knowledge of bush life and incident, and 
shows this clearly in many interesting little items lo 
the course of the story." 

MR. A. T. MAGARJl:Y says:-"The story is a plea 
for primitive Christianity-well thought out, and 
treated by the author in a way original and peculiarly 
bis own, The book is concise, and interesting-novel 
in style, neat in dress; and calculated to do.good." 

The Register says:-" His earnestness is unmistak­
able, and ils moral force should combine with its 
strong local coloring to give it a wide circle of readers.•• · 

Tiu Royal Coltniial I"stiMe ]0141'1Ull, London, says:­
" The author bas woven his narrative together with 
considerable ability, and bas introduced into it a 
somewhat original treatment of the every-day life 
of an Australian squatter." 

Obtainable from The A.uatral Publlahing 
Company, Cole'• Book A.roada, or 

B. J. Clow, Balaklaya, S .A. 
Price, 1/6; by post, 1/8. 

If It lan't Northern Dlatrlct" 
It lan't "St■rr-Bowkett 

Send 01 your name and addre11and we will tell youilow and wby 

THE SacoND NoaTHIRII D1STI.ICT STA•• - BowK&TT 
Bun.01No Soc1&TY, Detmold Chamben1 237 ColllnwL, Melb. 

~~ 

Life 

Of 

Elder 

John 

The Austral 
Edition JI, JI, 

of this booli, slightly 
abridged, costs you 1/6. 
JOHN SM1T~ was a 
uniquely interesting char­
acter In the pioneer days 
of the church In Ken• 
lucky. This book Is 
both a history and a 
life-story, and interesting 
from start to finish . 
Being well bound and 
clearly printed, it makes 
a neat volume. 

0Yer 300 PagH, 

1/6, Post Free. 

~ ..,d Publiibcd by the Austraf Publlablllc l.o,. 
SU ~th-ctn.d. Mclbo-. 

Buy Hymnbooks Uaed by Ohnrche■ nf Ohrl■t, 

• and Sunday ;Joh,ol Requl1lte1, from 

Hyde's ~Bible Hall, 
79 Bundle St., Adelaide, & 

Fllndera St., Adelaide. 

The ONLY House In the City which Stocks 

".IIUSTR.IIL" PUBLIC.IITIONS 
And Supplies them at the Published Prices. 

The Best House for Bibles, Testament■, Jlnnnal 
Yolnmes, Text■, Tract■ and Stationery, Benlcea 
of Bong, Jlnnlnrsary Music, Xmaa Oarola, Xma■ 

Carda, New Year llottoa and Calendar■ for S.S. 
Teachers. 

DON'T FORGET. DON'T DELA. Y. 

AUSTRAL ANNIVERSARY LEAFLETS 
A set of 12 pieces suitable for Sunday School 

Anniversaries and other Special 
Occasions in S.S . Work. 

Words by J. Pittman; Music by E W. Pittman. 
PRtCE.- Music and Words, per copy, 6d.; 12, 5/-; 

24, 8/-; 36, u/-. Words only, 2/6 per 100. 

Postage Free. SEND FOR SAMPLES. 

.lUSTR.lL PUBLISHING CO. 

iao 
•1111 SIJVtPSON, 1ea 

Victoria St., North Melbourne 
. ' 

Sella FURNITURE for CASH 
Or EASY Purohaae Syatehl. 

THE JEW ELECTRIC MASSAGE ROLLER. 
Anyone oa.n use It. 

All the benefits of Eleclrlc Manage at home. 
Just the thin~ for ladles with II nerves "-and t 

11 Oraln-faggt:d ' men: It tones the nerves lflor 
muscles, and 11 self-applied in an Instant, slmpld 
damp the roller and press the button- the cradaat 1 
scale regulates the current from very weakJo •tro:1 
as desired. Draw the roller along the muscie. 0~ 
nerves, the current does the rest. Invaluable In 
cases or nervous headache, neuralgia, Insomnia and 
muscular rheumatism. Removes wrinkles and 
crowsfeet, stimulates the clrcolatlo111 softening and 

• @ whltenlng;tit+"RICAL TREATMENT 
hi too well known to need any descrlptlon-tbe only 
reason why it has not been more generally adopted 

I 
ts due to the £act that not only•is the cost or the 
necessary apparatus very htih but the appliance 
itself Is rar too complicated to be u&ed without eipen 
knowledge : bv merely grasping the coll and pres,. 

~bt~ee~~~1~c~u~~ ~w;:!i:rr;~~~~=ed~tu!! 
will of the operator by merely drawing 0111 tbe 
sheath at the end of the coll, and fixing it lo that 
particular notch on the scale which gives the desired 
effect. Ab)Olutely no danger : no wires or compU. 
cated parts to be fitted together before using : ready 
for immediate use when you receive it. No liquids· 
no acids : it can be carried in the pocket or ba.ndbai 
in an) /ositlon. 
an~~~re~;tb!~~~1;:~~ftb! bo°l;.inc will develop 

. INVALUABLE TO ATHLETES, SPORTSMEN, ETC. 

T~~:::1~
1
~/~~~

0if~f~:r.~!:r~"e:~l-!:iW.1~~:~}~l 
Orders, accompanied by Commonwealth postal note or New 

Zealand money order should be addressed to : 

STAR NOVELTY COMPANY, Premier Bolldlogs, 
22l>-23' Collins St., Melbourne. 

ONLY 25/• 
.FOR THIS EXCf!.LLENT 

eueKee 
eLeeK 

The dellghl of the Whole ramUJ 
-u Hoeedlngly haxidaome 1>lece ol 
Furniture- Brown W®d and. IYorJ 
Buda, OUOKOO ·•nil 001(0 11 
Biuf-Hoar and Hoar. Well llniabed 
Reliable Time-keeper, Lenr lloH· 
ment (No Weight■.) 

Send Postal Note or Money Order 
for 25/- (Money Order o_nly from New 
Zealand; Postal Notes frolll tbal 
Colony not paid here), and we wl_ll ~n

1
d 

the Clock, as illustrated, by parce
1
1 

post, Carriage paid to any atl<lre&S D 
Australia, Tasmania or New Zealand, 

Obtalaabla only rrom 

STAR NOVEL TY COMPANY, 
PB■■l■B BUILDIIIOII,, . 

118-1181 COLLIJ!l,,B &TRBBT, 
Jlelbo1m1e, SOLB l&BNTS, 

(Ov Cat&lo • Pooled FRKK to e,eryOOI 
. mentFoDta1 th• AUl'HALIAIII c■allT••·· 

Edwards & eo., Tea,Coffee,CoeoaJerehants, 
s~~ FLINIJER.,l JTR.£ET, MELBOURNE. 

, 

• I 

~ 
I 
I 
I 

ii 
ii 
ii 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

~ 
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~ •s "Homreo" t,wen 
teething Powders 

ARE INVALUABLE TO CHILDREN 
c;UTTING THEIR TEETH. 

owen's " Homreo " 
feethln2' Powders 

For Infantile Derangement. of 
the Stomach and Bowel,, 

owen's "Homreo" 
Teething Powders 

For Redle11ne11, Feverl1hne11, 
Bleeple11ne111 ConYulllon,, &c, 

I ~ -~1 

Theae Powders are 

l BOON to Suffering Children 
and a Comfort to their Parents. 

Price : 1/6 & 2/6 per Box (Post Free). 

PREPARED ONLY BY 

Edward G. Owen, 
. * * . 

HOM<EOP./ITHIC CHEMIST, 

189 Collins-street, Melbourne. 
Contractor for the Supply of Medicine to the 

Melbourne Homceopathic Hospital. 

••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

!HENRY J. R. LEWIS 
ECONOMIC 

Funeral · ... a Certificated 
Furnisher ~ Embalmer, 
John1ton ,S. Hertford St,., Fitzroy, 

Hlgh Street, Jllorlhcote. 
~ Funerau to Sult the Time,.~ 

'r•leplt•n• lltSO, 
•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

E. J. W. MEYER, 
' &UGT1o•■■a, • • • L.UJa•:rmLD. 

Aactloo Sala coadacted lartalpdJ oi 11--. 
' Cattle. PoallrJ, Fnmltan, Buaa, ud Sadrlla ... 
• Ill clllcdlldoaa. Ea1r111 ~ Cllutal Olli 
..._ oodaaa.d 100 au.. troa I•• 111lf n• 

... Jl!r·ol ~.pitroup IQllabed. ... ~ 
I J. Y. ~ A..._, LaPefW4. 

Rescue .ie Rome 

Rescue 
the 

Perishing .,,.,, 

-'It,. • _ _. • -

AIRLIE A VENUE, .;1, .;1, .;1, .,_, 

.;1, .;1, ARMADALE, VICTORIA 
Established 1890, 

'!':----~ 
Thi■ Institution bas now-.,TWO DEPARTMENTS 

llt.-For the PR.EVENTION of Youns Oirlt 
from Ooln1 Astray. 

aad.-For the R:ESTOR.A TION of the Fallea. 
--:o:--

N.B.-Tbe Home Is entirely dependent on Volun­
tary Offerings, which will be thankfully received and 
acknow!edg_ed. Collecting Cards may always be bad 
on apphcation to 

· JOS. PITTMAN, Hon. Secretary, 

For BOOTS & SHOES 
IF EIEIY DEIDIIPTIOI 

GO TO-.· --.t 

H. SWAIN, 
788 NICHOLSOB STRBBT, 

NORTH CA.Ill.TON. 

THERE IS ALL THE DIFFERENCE 
In the world between a Proprietary Building 
Society conducted in the Interest of Its investing 
members and a Mutual Terminating Investment 
and Loan Society conducted on the lines of a great, 
big, common partnership with a view of efficiently 
doing souud and profitable business for all its 
members. · 

We have published a Book that tells In an under­
standable way about this difference. We will post 
yoa oae, free of charge, If you will let ns know who 
you are and where you 11\-P. You may as well do 
that. It won't cost you any. l>i 1g. It wlll probably 
Increase our membership li, t. TeB NoRTBBaN 
DIBTBICT STARB·BoW&B1T iJOILDING SOCIBTBS, 
Detmold Chambers, 337 Colllna Street, Melbourne. 
Tel 3149 . 

J ~!!!b ... H!!J.~!~.~r.i~. 
UNDERTAKER,ETC. -

862 Lygon Street, Carlton, 
Also at 859 Nioholaon-ilt., North Carlton. 
IS NOTED for hls elforts to save cUents, In their time of 
sorrow, all business worries connected with borlal arrange­
ment11 viz., registration, advertisements, engagements of 
grave, clergyman, eto, He supplies funeral requlslteo, 
efficient stair, handsome equipages. Modern methods 
oclenllfically employed In all departments. Prices lo suit 
rich and poor, Funerals arranged In any part of State. No 
01tra oharce for suburban funerals, 

TIILIIPHORII ttn. 

Duncan's 
Hermeneutics. 

This is a clear, comprehensive volume of 
400 pages, treatin11 of the various systems 
of Scripture interpretation, It is the result 
oflife-work. Invaluable to students of the 
Bible. Highly commended by our leading 
American preachers. Used as a text book · 
in all our principal Bible Colleges in the 
United States, By D. R . Duncan. -

Price, 1/-; by Poat, 1/8, 

• tbear yoa. r can heH 
now a, welt H anybody. 

•• • How 1' Oh. St?methh~I 
Rew-THE WILSON 
COMMON· SENSE 

EAR• 
DRUM . 
I've a r>a,ir 
In my ears 
now . you eain'"I 
see • 1bea1-
·1bey're invJ, .. 

,bte. I wouldn't lcno• 
I bod thea,' ln m)'MII 

11 really a sUbsthute for 1he worklnr 
ra,ru or tbe nalural ear. Hu no •1r~ 
Invisible. us,~ lo ad1u1t. cocnfon able _ 
Totally dlflcrent from any e1her de'l1te. 
De,cripli•t pampbte "'"' upon request 

only 1ba1 
I bur all 
l llh1,,," 

. - J .. CHALMERS, ,., -
ia-2:11 cOLL~M,a STREET, MELBO"-""' 

l aoLr aGrNT ro• auaTRAL&a1al. : : 

. MR. n. MILLIS and S0NS; 
F. M. Ludbrook, FRUIT OOMMIBBJON AGENTS. 

LIi'■ .ABD DB.A.TR. 

~rw~ 
L.o.s. 

(Royal College of Surgeons, England), 

DENTIST, 
121 COLLINS STREET, 

MELBOURNE. 

A. L. Crichton, 
BAKER and CATERER, 

, .. Mll'J-Jlaaklne•, Bo&d, Kendllgtou, . 
Branch-Baoeoolll'H Road, 

Bread and Putry Delivered ID All Subarb1, 
'table Reqalaita of EYll'J DelcriptloD OD Rifl, 

b W eatern Market, Melbourne. 
Account Bales Every Wednesday, 

B.J..K.EMP, 
460 Spencer Street, 

GROCER. and 

Tea • Vendor. 
Melbourne. 

~ Direct Suppll•• of Dairy Produce. ·_ ~ 



Jubilee Pictorial History of the Churches of Christ in Australasia. NOW REAnYt -... 
BBTIMATBB 0111'111N. -

God's Spirit and the E. BLISS, 1:~, Spirit's Work 
h the title of a neat 100 pale pamphlet written l\lonumental Mason. ,., by W. C. MORRO, B.A. I you want to know 

~~~ how the Dhclplea of Obrist atand on the great 
THB HIGRBBT oa ALITY OF WORK CARRIBD ON 

queatlon of the Holy Spirit In man'a conYeralon, 
THB LO-BB&T POBBIBLB PRICES. AT 

Just you buy this book, It only costa All Kinds of Work Em,1ted at both Country and Suburban Cemeterl 
SIXPENCE, POST Fil.EE. LETTBk~ CUT AND RBNOYATED. es, 

CBM.BT.BRY l'lOAD, WILLIAMSTOWN. 

TAYLOR BRos:cocoA 

PATENT a~R'-t~· 

I KRUSE'S I 
Fluid Magnesia 

FOR 

Indigestion, .Acidity, 
Biliousness, Heartburn, etc. 

. A Mild and Safe Aperient for Invalids 
and Children. Renders valuable service 
to Infants during the teething period. 

As an antacid, it will prevent the formation 
of excess of uric acid which leads to 
Bheumatismi Gout, eto. 

SOLD EYEBYWHERE, 

IS THE BEST FOOD 
FOR INFANTS . 

.................................... 
It is Easily Digestetl by the Weakest Ba.by , 

it is Cooling, and Corrects the Heat · ' 
of the Australian Climate. 

Barley Water is the lo~t Coolmg and Nourishing of Sommer Drlnls. 
It la Ba■il.f Made f.rom ROBINSON'S P.A.TBNT B.A.BLBY. 

KRUSE'S 
INSECTICIDE 

THE GREAT 
DESTROYER OF INSECTS 

In the House, 
Conservatory, 

and the Garden . 

Preserves Clothing from the Moth. 
. Rids Dogs. and· . Birds . or .Y ermin-

• 111 1u11>1 1111,1111 u11uiu1111111u;,1, 111 111ut111 111111 111111 n110 1u 11111,1 11110 • .. • " • .. • .. 11~ 

ASK FO·R K-RUSE'S, 



{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Document","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}




{"type":"Book","isBackSide":false,"languages":["en-us"],"usedOnDeviceOCR":false}



