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Twentieth Annual Report.
JANUARY 30TH.
DrarR BRETHREN,—

Another year of Conference work has gone,
and your Committee have to report that
while, owing to our desire to see a State
evangelist engaged, we have not undertaken
work in new fields during the year which
would involve additional financial responsi-
bility, we think that results which show
steady progress are reassuring.

TENT.

The tent which was purchased last year
was used by the Enmore church for a month
in connection with a mission conducted by
Brethren Harward and Pittman. Since then
we have sold it for the sum of £22/10/-, show-
ing a loss of £12/10/- on price paid for it.
Considering the tent mission work done at
Lismore, Corowa and Enmore, we consider
this satisfactory. The amount received from
the sale we have placed to a separate account
to form the nucleus of a fund for the pur-
chase of a tent more suitable for mission
work.

FINANCE.

We require £6/10/- per week to carry on
the work to which we are already committed.
Of this sum £3/5/- is contributed by the
churches where our Home Missionaries are
located. Thus the amount which is left to
be contributed by a membership of 2466 is
only /£3/5/- per week. This amount Is
small, and if we were satisfied to let it remain
so we would show a sad lack of appreciation
of the work with which our Saviour has
entrusted us. We must do more. The
desire of your Committee is that next year
the brethren, by their liberal financial sup-
port, will enable the incoming Committee to
engage a State evangelist. Causes cou[d
then be established where at present there is
no church, and weak, struggling country
churches would be built up and strengthened.
Victoria and West Australia have profited b
adopting these methods; so would N.S,W,
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When promise cards are handed to you,
remember this work. Remember God so
loved you that he gave his Son. What will
you give? The receipts for the past 12
months have been £493/2/5. This clears off
debt balance carried over from last year, and
leaves us with £37/4/x on hand.

STATISTICS.

While the net numerical progress according
to statistics has not been so great as last year,
we are glad to report a substantial increase,
The additions are as follows :—By faith and
obedience, 301 ; by letter, 48 ; immersed be-
lievers, 19; restored, 13; total, 381. The
losses are :—By letter, 48; by death, 8; re-
moval and revision of roll, 145; total, 201,
This shows a net increase of 180, and a
present membership of 2466. The Bible
School returns show the number of scholars
to be 1701, compared with last year 1731, the
decreas: being 30. Teachers, 154 as against
155 last year. The additions to the church
from Bible School were 72.

HOME MISSION FIELDS.

Lismore—The report from this field is
most encouraging. Early in the year T. B.
Fischer was located here and has been at
work ever since, God abundantly blessing
his labors, combined with those of the church.
A commodious meeting house has been
erected, and 53 souls have been added.
Another laborer is required to assist Bro.
Fischer in the establishment of causes in
surrounding districts where work has already
been started. The Richmond River district,
if not naturally the best, is one of the best
districts in N.S.W. The population is
rapidly growing, and Lismore is the commer-
cial centre. The cause of primitive Chris-
tianity has got a good hold, and while the
district is growing we must make an effort
to strengthen that hold and spread into the
districts beyond.

Rookwoop AND CANLEY VaLE.— The

cause in these fields goes along steadily. G.
H. Browne is doing a good work. He divides
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his labors between the two churches. The

additions during the year were 20,

NorTH SypNev.—A number of brethren
reside in this district who desire to see a
church in their midst. Your Committee
accordingly arranged for G. H. Browne to
hold meetings once a week on Thursda
evenings in the house of one of the brethren.
This is a place where the services of a State
evangelist could be called into operation
with advantage.

RECOMMENDATIONS BY COM-
MITTEE.

That efforts be made by the incoming
Committee to secure the services of a suit-
able man as State evangelist. That a new
Committee be appointed by this Conference
to confer with representatives of the Baptist
Union r¢ the possibility of a union between
the Baptist Church and the churches of
Christ in N.S.W.

CHANGES IN COMMITTEE.

Early in November we received with re-
gret the resignation of our Secretary, Bro.
Rossell, owing to his removal to Millthorpe.
We desire to record our appreciation of the
able manner in which he performed his secre-
tarial duties, and of his devotion to the cause
of Home Missions. Bro. Macindoe was ap-
pointed to the position of Secretary.

THANKS.

Our thanks are due to the officers of the
church at Enmore for the use of their buiid-
ing for Committee meetings, to the Sisters’
Conference and the Home Mission collectors
for the assistance they have rendered.

COMMITTEE MEETINGS.

The Committee has held 14 meetings, the
attendance being as follows :—President, A.
E. lllingworth, 10; Vice President, Jas.
Hunter, 11; “Secretary, Leo. Rossell, 11;
Assistant Secretary, D. R, Hall, 8; Treasurer,
Joseph Stimson, 14; Committee, G. Arnott,
13; T.Bagley, 12; P. A. Dickson, 11; G.
T. Walden, 9; W. W, Macindoe, 14.

*Resigned in November,
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Treasurer’s Statement,

N.S.W. Home Mission Fund, from 11th January,
1904, to 16th January, 1905.

RECEIPTS.

Annual Fees—Canley Vale
Chatham
Enmore
Lismore
Marrickville
Merewether
Paddington
Petersham
Prospect
Sydney
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Collections from

Assisted Churches—Canley Vale
Corowa
Lismore
Merewether
Rookwood ..

26 o

«+ 95 5
16 o0

66 14
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Collections—Enmore W27 3 IT
Paddington 519 3
Petersham v 16l M6
Sydney vs 27 12770

Home Mission Lord’s Day

Collections—Bungawalbyn
Canley Vale
Corowa.. .o
Chatham e
Epmore 5
Inglewood Forrest..

Junee (2
Marric&\)'ille (2)
Moree ..
Petersham (2)
Prospect
Rookwood
Sydney..

o
o ™
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33 11 8
Miscellaneous Receipts—
Collected at Annual Session 271
Sisters’ Conference for Printing 1 1
Individual Contributions ..130 7
Campbell Edwards Training
Class =5 SN2 O
Sale of Tent S~ «s 22 IO
Contributions to Tent Fund .. 1 8

0w

o0 o

184 8 9

£515 12 5
EXPENDITURE.
Balance £48 5 6
Salaries—T. B. Fischer .- £184 10 O
G H. Browne .. 159 o0 ©
L A. Williams . 7 oo
W.J. Way . 9 o o

360 o
16 10
I4 4
319
3 10

Travelling Expenses
Printing Afc e
Stamps & Exchang
Tent Afc o
Expenses in connec-
tion with Baptist

oo ooo0

Union Conference 010 O
Rent, St. Georges s
Hall for Conference
Sermon.. e 2 5 0
Secretary's Allowance 6 o o
Bank Charges - 010 O
Interest A/c oo 0.3 4
Balance Carried For-
ward.. 50 14 I
£515 12 5

Signed) JosepH StiMsoN, Treasurer.
Audited and Found Correct,
(Signed) é}\s. SCOULLAR,
s VAN ROBERTS.

Sydney, 16th January, 190s.

Summary of Church & Individual

Collecting.
Bungawalbyn s L% .. £f118 o
*Canley Vale e - s 11312 g
Corowa oo oo 8 7 3
Chatham b - 515 3
88 10 1

Enmore . v

Inglewood Forest .. 210 O
Junee 2 15 g
*Lismore 96 15
Marrickville 2 14 g
Merewether .e ver X7 -0 P
Moree .. Ay 39 s ; o
Paddington s o 19 3
Petersham 2§ g g
Prospect
*Rookwood 8 13 6
Sydney.. o 64 1 10
Conference Collection 2078 Ys, O
Miscellaneous oo 8 w15 4.6
£493 2 5
Sale of Tent s . 2210 O
£515 12 5

=These amounts include the church’s qontribulion
towards the support of our missionary stationed there.

Letters from Churches.

The following digest of letters sent by the
churches should prove of general interest, as
it enables us to understand more of the diffi-
culties and triumphs of the cause than we
can glean from the bare statistics :—

SypNey.—Work in this field continues
steadily and satisfactorily. During the year
39 have been added by faith and obedience,
and 12 by letter from sister churches, while
there have been 8 losses by removal. It is
reported with thankfulness to our heavenly
Father that not one death has occurred in a
church of 393 members. All meetings are
well attended, the Dorcas and Endeavor
Classes being in a flourishing condition.
Bro. Dickson has for g years proclaimed the
gospel to appreciative audiences, whilst the
amount contributed from all sources amounts
to no less a sum than £604/11/4. Taking all
things into consideration the work here is
very satisfactory. The decrease in Bible
School scholars, as recorded in statistical
register, is due to a strict revision of roll since
the rally.

CuATHAM.—This being a small country
township matters move along very quietly.
g removals have served to decrease the mem-
bership. An allotment of land was purchased
some time ago in Taree, the chief town on
the Manning River, and the brethren hope
that within a year or two they will be able
to build there, after which it is expected
more success will be attained. The able
efforts of Harry Edwards and others to
evangelise this district will, we are confident,
meet with their reward in the years to come.

Junee.—The faithful 7 who a year ago
comprised the church at this centre have had
the joy of seeing 2 added by faith and obedi-
ence. The meeting for breaking of bread
still continues in a private house as formerly.

Rookwoop.—The work is steadily pro-

gressing, though the attendance at the gospel -

service has gradually decreased. The first
quarter of the year our additions numbered
13 by faith and obedience. During the bal-
ance of the year 7 more were added to our
numbers—¢ by faith and obedience and 3 by
letter. We have had the loss of 6 leaving
us—an increase of 14 for the year's work,
The evangelist has his time divided between
Rookwood and Canley Vale. The attend-
ance of members meeting for worship shows
a very good average. The additions to the

F I
church from the School count up to 14
have also added to our Bible Schoo] te;‘cl X
staff. Our young men members were “dn
sirous recently of having an Improvep, i
Class. This was inaugurated, and an e
tive arranged the last week in the o)q
so as to have the first meeting of the
the first week of the New Year.

€Xxecy.
year,
C]ass

WingHAM.—Last year showed a member
ship of 27. During the year Bro. Edwargs
of the Chatham church has preacheq th:
gospel at various centres in the Mannip
River district, with the result that 4 hav%
been added by faith and obedience tq the
Wingham church. Church losses show 1 |,
death and 2 by letter, leaving a presen{
membership of 28.

CanLEY VALE.—The work here continyes
steadily. G. H. Browne preaches at thjs
centre on Lord’s day afternoons and at Rogk.
wood at night, No additions are reported
but the increase in the number of scholars in'
the Bible School, and the fact that this
School came out first in connection with the
recent examination, indicate that good work
is being done, the result of which will be
seen in later years.

MARRICKVILLE.—In giving a short report
of the work here, we have to say that not-
withstanding the many difficulties encoun-
tered through the greater part of the year,
owing to certain circumstances well known
to the brethren, we still live ‘After the
departure of our evangelist in the month of
May, the gospel meetings were ably sustained
by Brethren Crawford, Macindoe, Edwards,
and Williams, to whom the church feels
deeply grateful. In November our esteemed
Bro. Williams took up the work of evangelist
of the church  We look upon him as a man
sent from God, just at the right time and in
the right spirit. We are pleased to report
that an excellent spirit of harmony and peace
prevails amongst the brethren, and we are
entering the New Year with bright hopes and
prospects. We pray that the Conference time
maynbe a season of much spiritual blessing
to all.

Lismore.—The most sanguine hopes of
this church have been realised during the
year. Statistical returns show an increase.
of 41. Every department of church work
makes excellent progress. The new Taber-
nacle, a splendid building, seating comfort-
ably over 350, has just been opened. The
Christian Endeavor Society and the Students
Bible Class are both being conducted with
great success. From Lismore various
preachers preach the gospel at Blakebroké
Bangalow, Byron Bay, Brunswick Road,
Dunoon and Bungawalbyn. The excellence
of the results of work in this field is largely
due to the methodical, systematic, and tact!
manner in which T. B. Fischer, the eval:
gelist, has labored. The financial position 0
the church has been much improved by th®
adoption of the envelope system.

Enwore.—The year just closed has been 2
very busy one, during which much solid Pf"d
gress has been made. The initiation 8"’,3
completion of the extensive alterations tO tf 1
Tgbemacle, together with the successit
mission conducted by Bren. Harward e
Pittman, have been the especial features ©
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memorable year. While the building opera-
tions were progressing, the services were held
in a neighboring hall, and but for this fact
the report would bave no doubt been better
than it is. There is now ample accommoda-
tion, and as the church is well organised and
all its auxiliaries vigorous, the future seems
bright with possibilities. During the year
Enmore raised £152/17/5 for Home Mission
work, divided as follows :—Petersham, £52;
Marrickville, £38/15/-; and the Conference
Committee, /62/2,5. Various objects out-
side the church received /20/5/3, and

£630/2/2 was devoted to its own church
worl.

PeTERSHAM.—QOur memembership at this
time last year was 263, which number I am
pleased to report has been increased during
the year to 305 notwithstanding a very strin-
gent revision of theroll recently. The Sunday
School has provided 13 of the 49 additions
by faith and obedience, and despite the
diffi sulties it has had to contend against,
through want of space, has increased its
numbers by 73 in the 12 months. The
attendances at all of our meetings, particu-
larly the gospel services,have been excellent,
and these, with the wants of the School,
bring us constantly face to face with the
absolute necessity of doing something very
shortly to provide extra accommodation.
This need is at the present time engaging the
attention of a Building Committee, who are
to report at an early date on the wisest
means of attaining the desired end. All other
auxiliaries connected with our work are do-
ing splendidly. During May our gospel
mission, conducted by Bro. Grinstead, proved
very helpful in various ways and aroused a
keen interest in our plea throughout the
district. We are moreover just now entering
into active preparation for a tent mission we
have decided to hold in March this year, to
be conducted by our evangelist, Bro. Illing-
worth. It will be seen we have been abun-
dantly blessed, the prospects for the future
being also very hopeful.

ProspecT.—Owing to the illness of our
‘esteemed Bro. Hawkins it has been found
necessary to discontinue tbe out-door services.
The little church still meets regularly to
attend to the breaking of bread. With only
a small population to work on it seems diffi-
cult to secure much result from efforts put
forth here.

WacGa.—Since the departure of Bro.
Goode from this district nothing has been
done in the way of active evangelisation.
Applications have been made to preaching
brethren visiting Melbourne to break their
journey at Wagga for a week or so, but wgth-
out success. Meetings for worship are faith-
fully held, and the little church would be
much cheered if any of the brethren from
distant parts could make it convenient to
meet with (hem.

BuncawaLsyn.—There are no changes in
the number of members of this church, but
the average attendance has been improved
by the removal from the Manning River of

ro. Newby and his wife and family. The
Sunday School is on the'upward grade, and
the monthly visits of Bro. Fischer, from
Lismore church, are much appreciated.
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Moree.—The removal from this district
ot Bro. Goode has been a great blow to the
clxurqh, as for over a year our brother did
practically all the preaching and teaching.
:I'here are no gospel services now, but meet-
ings for the breaking of bread are held at four
different centres to meet the convenience of
a scattered population.

PappincgToN.—We began the year with
277 imembers. The additions have been by
faith and obedience, 39; by letter, 6; bap-
tised believers, 2; total additions, 47. The
losses have been by removal and revising of
roll, 11; by letter, 2; by death, 3; total, 16.
Nett gain, 31. Present membership, 308.
During the year we held a Spiritual Confer-
ence, which was very helpful. Bro. Grinstead
delivered a course of lectures, which were of
a very high order. Bro. Johnston of Victoria
worked with [the church on a three weeks’
mission, which was greatly blessed by God
to the salvation of souls, Bro. Johnston’s
work was highly appreciated by the church.
Bro. Bagley has labored faithfully all the
year. We have assisted the Home Mission
Committee to the extent of £13/10/3, and the
Foreign Mission Committee with £9/16/-,
£1/1/- of this amount being for the Christmas
box. The Endeavor Societies, both Senior
and Junior,are in a healthy state. The
Dorcas Class is doing a good work. The
Lord’s day School is well looked after; 250
scholars on roll; average attendance 220;
14 scholars have joined the church during
the year; they have 2r teachers, 3 officers
and 2 librarians. A library was started with
190 books, and increased to 350.

Report re Conference with Baptists.

The Committee which you appointed to
confer with representatives of the Baptist
Union has had two meetings, one each in
June and July, with these brethren, which
have been of a most cordial character.
Several points of difference were discussed
in a friendly manner. We hoped to further
confer with them and have something definite
to report to you, but the death of their late
respected President, Mr. Seth Jones, in July,
put a stop to negotiations for the time. We
expect in the near future to renew these
conferences. Attendance at conferences:—
A. E. lllingworth, 2; Jas. Hunter, 2; John
Kingsbury, 2; P. A. Dickson, 1; Dr. Kings-
bury, 1; G. T. Walden, 2; Thos. Bagley, 2;
R. C. Gilmour, o; E. Gole, 1; W. W.
Macindoe, 2.

Foreign Missionary
Committee's Report.

In submitting our report for your approval,
you will note what we are pleased to term the
“foreign field” has been knocking bard at
our door, for as a writer in the AUSTRALIAN
CurisTIAN recently observed, *“We have
the foreign field transferred to our own doors.
It seems as if our Lord, wearying of our
failure to go to distant shores, has brought
the strangers to our gates to challenge our
service in their behalf.” We do not wish to
forestall the report of the Chinese Mission,
for those who assi?t in this work have done

d nobly as foreign missionaries in our
:;f(lilsta;n and thz Lord has abundantly blessed

their work. The first meeting held by your
Committee after the Annual Conference con-
firmed the desire expressed both in this and
the neighboring State of Victoria that Bro.
James, who had been laboring for some time
amongst the Chinese, be engaged perman-
ently by the F. M. Committee. A perusal
of the Sydney Chinese Misssion report will
convince all that in securing Bro. James to
labor amongst his fellow countrymen in these
States we have been guided aright. His
labors so far have been divided between the
two States, and each of them has plenty of
call for his services. The Chinese in this
city are anxious to retain him altogether in
this State, urging that. there is more than
enough work in the city, let alone throughout
N.S.W., to constantly demand his attention.
In view of the blessing the Lord has been
pleased to bestow upon this work amongst
the Foreign heathen in our midst, we trust
the brotherhood, especially in the city and
suburban churches, will be moved to more
liberally support the cause of Foreign Mis-
sions. Money given to the mission makes
missionaries in our midst who return to their
own land carrying with them the blessed
tidings of salvation.

Acting under advice of John Thompson,
the Kanaka missionary, the joint committee
decided to help support certain native teach-
ers in the New Hebrides under the super-
vision of Bro. Tabymancon, a Kanaka
Christian of some experience, who for some
time prior to his return to Pentecost Island
had been associated with Bro. Thompson.
All who read Bro. Thompson’s account of
his stay amongst the Kanakas in the Islands,
contained in last year’s AusTRALIAN CHRIs-
T1AN, must have been impressed, not only
with the maunner in which these returned
Kanakas had kept the faith, but in the
respect in which the light that was in them
had shone out and had its effect on those
with whom they were immediately asso-
ciated, and as an addition to that reportin a
letter received from Bro. Tabymancon he
stated the natives had built a chapel at Ran-
wady. This like the Chinese is purely an
Australian mission and therefore appeals to
our immediate support.

Your Committee have 'also sanctioned the
continuance of the partial support of i]ohu
Sherriff’s work in Bulawayo, in South Africa.
We all rejoice in the evident blessing of the
Lord that rests upon Bro. Sherriff and his
band of faithful laborers.

With a view of trying to bring more
prominently before the churches the claims
of the Foreign Mission field, your Committee
decided to ask the Endeavor Societies con-
nected with the church to join in a F.M.
rally, to be held quarterly in their respective
church buildings. Four of such rallies have
been held—in Enmore, Sydney, Petersham
and Paddington respectively—during the
year. But while the attendance of the En-
deavorers was good, we bave been some-
what disappointed at the attendance of the
members of the church generally.

During the month of June we received a
visit from Bro. and Sister H. H. Strutton, of
the Poonah India Village Mission. They
lectured and spoke in the- city and suburban
churches, and we gained an insight as to the
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STATISTICAL REGISTER, JAN. 1st, 1905.
| . . Bl |5 |
Church Additions, 1go4, |ChurchLosses] Membership, Bible School. | & | S 4 |
Aroge ¥ iy 1904. 1905. 23 |58 |
LocaTiON g | P Ral | glelg g 'g% alg 1
B - T L . o . - : o I 8! o L= )
CHOF _%e s g 5 ?ﬁ)é g £ |2 'E“‘f‘, g‘é § f’j’ E | :‘g —§ { § gg %)0? } EVANGELIST,
URCH 2 =g % a8l 2|5 gl B B 8 G|8 &8558
8E &2 - =8/ 8|4 |2 5E|58 = |A |z |5 2l |55
= C Lo Pl T2 | SlElel &ls | |
Bungawalbyn 27 | l ' 27 28 30 4! 5 8o | T. B. Fischer.
Canley Vale 19 | | f 19 54l 58 31 4 200 | G. H. Browne 1
Chatham o] 54 | 2 f [ 9 47 7l 26, 112 2] 3 100 f
*Corowa .. oo 45 | | 45 200 1 |
Enmore ../ 681 115 3 6 11| 1|350|743 62 535 517 35 34| 16 | 8oo | G.T. Walden. ]
Petersham ..|]263 |[49' 9 6| 1| 7 I X i 15 | 305 42 197/ 270 16 19 | 13 | 300 | A. E. Illingworch. Y
Marrickville <l e e 2 | 32| 50 32 | 131/ 103 TI | 10 100 | W. ]J. Williams. \gg/,
Junee »e S 2 [ | ‘9 ‘ i Cﬂ\_:—e«‘
Lismore .. *s|176 |30 10 2| 11|10 I 21217 | 41 74 o1 8. 9 5 | 350 | T. B. Fischer. V,,‘\?\
Merewether 6 |5 2 1| 1] 5 22 | 7 18 | 130 100, 12 | 12 5 | 200 | L. A. Williams [ @
Moree .. oo 31 2 [ 1| 32 I o0 8 1| I 150 I
*Mungundi ol o | ! 9 ‘ 1K
Pros(ﬁ:ct 5 o] 10 | : 10 |
Paddington «s|277 |39, 6 =2 2 3 |1I11|308 31 250 250 23 21 14 | 400 | T, Bagley. 4
Rookwood oof 72 (17 3 342 86 14 126 112 16 16| 10 | 140 | G. H. Browne.
Sydney .. «+| 350 l 39 12 8 | 393 ' 43 180 140 22 19 9 6oo | P. A. Dickson.
vvg,nxxn .. 20 | | 20 ‘
1D o] 2 18875 28 2 Jit2 I 100 |
Isolated Brethren 4 : A . | - 2 e |
Estimated at ..| 4o !’ ! 40 ‘
| ! l
) : '
2286 (301 | 48 '19 | 13| 48 | 8 [145 | 2466 237| 57 x731il7oxl 155 | 154| 72
*No report, last year taken. Increase church members, 180. Decrease Bible School Scholars, 30; Teachers, 1.

working of this Village Mission, on different
lines to our own.

During the course of Bro. Rankine’s world
trip be visited some of the mission stations
connected with the church in India, and he
has reported to the Committee his observa-
tions and impressions. These will be of
great use when the work in the foreign field
generally comes to be considered at the Inter-
State Conference to be held this year.

P, A. Davey, our Australian missionary in
Tokyo, Japan, contemplates vising Australia
this year, and we look forward to his advent
as a means of raising the interest of the
brotherhood generally in this and other fields.

Your Committee have held ten mestings
during the year and the attendance of mem-
bers has been as follows :—Mrs. E. Bagley,"
8; P. A. Dickson, 8; H. Gilmour, 8; E.
Gole, 10; Mrs. d] Hindle, 9; A, E, Illing-
worth, 4 (resigned); W. H. Keam, 2; G.T.

alden, g.

Our hearty thanks go out to the collectors
who have given their time and services in
the churches. We desire to express to the
Executive Committee in Melbourneour hearty
appreciation of the copy they have supplied
us with month by month of the correspond-
ence received from the various fields, and in
doing so we also congratulate them on the
completion of the Chinese Mission building

in that city. !
A G. T. WaLDEN, Chairman.

E. GoLg, Secretary.

Foreign Mission Slatement.

RECEIPTS,
By Collection at Annual Convention 0 o
Church Contribs. received by Collectors—
Enmore . £29 7 5
Sydney 1015 6
Paddington .. 6 o o
Marrickville .. T
Petersham I 3 09
48 11 8
Foreign Mission Sunday—
Enmore . «s 6 011
Chatham e ltar ot B
Petersham - 4 5 7
Sydney . 312 6
Paddington 215 0
Lismore .o = 2812 10
Rookwood e S5y G
{ldmee .e oo 19X 10 O
arrickville .. W I 8 6
Canley Vale Pl )
Corowa o ol D el
Inglewood Fores se IO O
Moree . «« I OO
Newcastle . I 0 O
Prospect . I o o
Wingham > e» 0.I7 D
Individual Contributions —
S. Butler o ST OO
R. B, Butler .. .. 0 7 6
Miss Jerrums ., . 010 O
Leo. Rossell .. e LD
Mrs. A. F Butler 8 o o
46 12 10
F. M. Endeavor Rallies—
Enmore b 2 1 0
Sydne; i 018 6
Petersham o 113 o
—at} §Ix240
Amount received from R. Lyall,
F.M. Treas., Melbourne .. 9 1 o
Do. do. .« I0 0O O
—— 19 I o
121 3 o

. 1319 4

£135 2 4

Cr. Balance forward from 1903

EXPENDITURE.

To Sydney Chinese Mission—
Jas. Smith, cleaning £13 15 @
W. James, Chinese Evangelist 52 o o
Travelling Expenses 4 10 0

70558

New Hebrides Island Mission—
Sundry Merchandise sent to
Native Teachers . 1I I0
Cash sent to Native Teachers 8 3

Freight and Bills of Lading .. I 4 L

an B

Printing .. . Y 116 0
R. Lyall Gtaft),F.M.Treas., Melb. 30 8 ©
w  (cheque) i S o o

e sy L

Cr. Cash Balance 313 6

2 e

£x35 2 4

CHRISTMAS CHEER FOR INDIA AND CHINA-
Christmas 1904.

RECEIPTS.
Enmore Bible School . . > {300
G. T. Walden's Bible Class o010 O
Y.P.S. of C.E,, Enmore S i €
Enmore Sisters per Mrs. Hindle,, o 10 © ’
———— 5 1%
Sydney Bible School .. )
Sydney Sewing Class .. T ak
o012 © 0

P.P.S. of C.E., Sydney,

d

Paddington Bible School o
Y.P.S. of C.E. .
Sewing Class o

0 oo
=230
Q00

|

Mrs. Hindle, collected at Drawing
Room Meeting for China
Sisters’ Conference per Mrs. Hindle
Marrickville Bible School
Rookwood Bible School

-
AV o)

0O -~
wn QWS
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Lismore Y.P.S. of C.E., per Maggie
Dickie. . o

010 O
4 311
£13 11 4
EXPENDITURF,
Mary Thompson, India 615 6
Rosa L. Tonkin, China 6 6 4
Money Orders and Postage o9 6
13 11 4
£13 11 4

By Petersham and Sydney Bible Schools,
to sustain Orphan at Female
Orphanage, Mahoba, India ..

) £5 o o
To Miss Mary Thompson

oo £5 o o
E. GoLE, Treasurer.

Chinese Mission Report.

It is with thanksgiving to our Father in
heaven for all his goodness to us that we
present this report of another year's work.
The work is carried on much the same
as in previous years, and there seems to
be the same difficulty as before, viz., to
get regular teachers who can attend two
nights a week ; also a falling off in attendance
of the scholars at certain times of the year.
On week-nights the attendance has ranged
from about 10 to 25, and on Lord's days
from 10 to 117. The workers have been
much cheered by the fact that the F.M.
Committee have made a decided forward
movement by appointing Bro. ]James as
evangelist.

This was done early in the year, and on
March 1st we held a tea and public meeting
to welcome our brother to the office and work
of evangelist. It was intended that he should
divide his time between here and Victoria.
The Melbourne mission asked that they
might have his services for the first six
months, which request was granted. Our
evangelist left for Melbourne the week follow-
ing the tea, many of the teachers being at the
station to bid him God speed. After six
months' successful work in Melbourne, Bro.
James returned, and, at a social arranged by,
and at the expense of, the scholars, told us
some of the things God had wrought by his
instrumentality, and our hearts were rejoiced
to hear it. Since his return the Lord’s day
meetings have greatly improved, and a
number have been added to the church,
Since last report 13 have come out for
Christ. 2

One Lord's day evening during Bro.
James’' absence, R. C. Gilmour, about
August 7th, devoted a night to the Chinese
Mission, and gave them an interesting and
instructive talk on the life of Joseph, illus-
trated with lantern pictures, which was much
appreciated. ;

Our Chinese brethren have edited and
published a hymn book for their own use,
entitled * Church of Christ Chinese Hymn
Book.,”

We feel that we have not doneas well as we
should, but we thank God for what has been
done in his name and for his sake.

H. J. GILMOUR, Sec.

Bible School Union.

With great pleasure we present to you 2
brief report of the work of the Union.

Though still somewhat hampered finan-
cially, we have done a considerable amount
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of good work, even though all our expecta-
tions have not been fully realised.

The annual examination held in April last
was very satisfactory. 183 scholars presented
themselves for examination, being a gratify-
ing increase of 54 on the figures of last year.
It was decided to present a certificate of
honor to the school gaining the highest per-
centage of awards compared with number of
scholars on the roll. Canley Vale was the
first school to gain this coveted honor.

The presentation of prizes and certificates
took place on July rst in the City Temple.
This meeting did not equal that of last year,
either from a numerical or financial stand-
point.

At the annual business meeting in July
last the following officers were elected for the
year 19o4-5:—President, A. E. Illingworth ;
Vice-President, Thos. Morton ; Secretary, F.
T. Willis; Asst. Secretary, L. J. Stimson;
Treasurer, S. Triglone. At this meeting the
following resolution was carried : ¢ That the
designation of the ¢Sunday School Union’
be changed to that of the ‘Bible School
Union.""”

The Committee introduced a special feature
thic year in the form of a vocal and elocu-
tionary competition. We are sorry to say
that this did not command the sympathy of
the brethren as well as we had expected.

‘We have now eight schools in the Union,
of which a very fair proportion take a lively
interest in all we do; and we have been
pleased to welcome to our number Marrick-
ville school. We are hoping ere long to
gain Paddington school, and so have all the
suburban Lord’s day schools' workers united.
The work of visitation on behalf of the Union
has been thoroughly carried out by Bro. Lea.

In conclusion we thank our heavenly Father
for the many blessings bestowed upon us in
the past, and trust that by his help we shall
be enabled to achieve yet greater things in
the near future. We ask for the prayers and
practical sympathy of the brotherhood in our
work.

On behalf of the Committee,
A. E. ILLINGWORTH, Pres.
F. T.WiLLis, Sec.

Temperance Committee’s
Reports.

In closing the year's work we have noth-
ing of a sensational character to report, but
simply a year of active earnest effort. Your
Committee have been alive to the needs of
the work entrusted to them, and have en-
deavored to propagate the truths of Temper-
ance. We have held meetings in connection
with the churches in the Metropolitan district,
but have not always had that support from
the brethren which we have a right to expect,
a considerable amount of apathy being
shown. At our meetings splendid pro-
grammes have been arranged, and the very
best speaking talent obtained. Among those
who have spoken outside the brotherhood
might be mentioned Canon Boyce, Mr. Beale
(Methodist minister), Mr. A. Bruntnell, Mrs.
C. E. Clark, serectary N.S.W, Alliance, Mr.
W. W. McCoy, M.P’, Mr. J. ]. Cohen, M.P.,
Mr. Green, 1.0.G.T., Mr. Clegg and Mr.
Harold Morgan. At the meeting held in

connection with the opening of the Enmore
Tabernacle, which was under the auspices
of your Committee, The Hon. H. Hawkins,
M.H.R., New Zealand, Mr. Chas. Watt,
Mr. W. J. Williams and Mr. A. Bruntnell
addressed a large and enthusiastic audience.
Your Committee took an active part in the
State electoral campaign, and assicted mater-
ially in the return of candidates pledged to
the platform of the N.S.W. Alliance, and
have taken part in all temperance or moral
questions that have been before the public.
Financially the year has been a successful
one, the Committee being able to meet all

expenses and show a credit balance. We

have received during the year :—

By Balance 1st February, 1904 oo £OIT 'O

Receipts from all sources e .. I3 I3 IO
: £14 410

Our expenditure has been—

To Donation to N.S.W. Alliance ..£9 o o

Temperance Hymn Sheets ve es I IO IX

Working Expenses, Printing, &c. 20 300%

Cash Balance in hand . I I0 O

£14 4 10

The attendance of members of the Com-
mittee has only been fair on the average, as
you will note some have attended well while
others have not registered one attendance
during the year. Six Committee meetings
bave been held. The attendance has been
as follows:—G. T. Walden (President), 5;
G. Logan (Vice-president), 4; T. Morton,
6; W. W. Macindoe, 3; J. R. Cattanach, 3;
R. C. Gilmour, 2; W. J. Williams, o; Dr.
Kingsbury (resigned in May through sick-
ness), I ; I. Rootes, 0; J. Shearston (resigned
in September), o; T. B. Fischer (at Lis-
more), 0; Sister Campbell, 5 ; Sister Hall, 3.
We think that instead of appointing all
nominated as members of the Committee, re-
gardless of number, the Committee should
consist of seven elected, with power to add.
In conclusion we would urge the brethren

to be more earnest in their opposition to the
liquor traffic. It is a curse to our country
and a hindrance to the progress of the Mas-
ter's kingdom, and as faithful followers of the
Lord Jesus Christ we must fight it to the
death. THos. MorToxn, Sec.

Campbell Edwards Training
Class.

The work done by the Campbell Edwards
Training Class for the year has been good,
and the progress of the class the most satis-
factory since its formation. The number of
members on the roll has increased from 19 to
30, and the average attendance at the weekly
meetings for the year was 19.

The system of conducting the Wednesday
evening services of the various churches once
a quarter has been continued throughout the
year, and the work of the young men in this
direction seems to have given general satis-
faction. A very pleasing feature of the work
is the monthly service held at the “ Common-
wealth Home for Invalids” in Redfern,
where the class and the young ladies who
assist with the singing are warm favorites.

The instruction given has been thorough
and practical, and included Christian evi-
dences, sacred history, public reading of the
Scriptures, and, as a special text book, Pro-
fessor McGarvey's “ Text and Canon.”
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Examinations were held at intervals during
the year, and the results of these showed that
the members had made good progress in all
the subjects of the course.

We are pleased to note that two of the
members of the class have been added to
the Lord's day morning speaking plan, and
hope that others will also prove themselves
capable in this respect.

The class was fortunate during the year in
securing the services of H. G. Picton and
Jas. Johnston as lecturers, and the lectures
delivered by these gentlemen on ‘ The Res-
urrection” and “The Science and Art of
Public Speaking " respectively will, without

doubt, prove of lasting benefit to all those -

who were fortunate enough to hear them.

We hope that during the coming year
many more of the young men in our churches
will be induced to join the class, and feel sure
that if they realised the advantages to be
gained by doing so our membership could
easily be doubled.

The object of the Campbell Edwards
Training Cluss is to prepare young men for
usefulness in the work of the church. We
will not all become public speakers, but we
do desire to be useful, and we ask the prayers
and sympathy of the brethren and sisters that
this object may be attained.

T. T. WEBBER, Sec.

Y.P.S.C.E. Reports.

PeTERsHAM.—It is with great pleasure
that we are again able to report progress.
Our roll has increased to 6o active, 3 asso-
ciate and 11 honorary members. We have
during the last 6 months met weekly instead
of fortnightly, and we are glad to say that
the enthusiasm for the Master’s cause has
been fully maintained. Good work has been
done by our various committees, especially
the Sunshine and Relief Committees. During
the year the Prayer Meeting Committee
inaugurated a short prayer meeting prior to
the gospel service, with the special object of
asking a blessing on the preacher’s efforts,
and we have every reason to believe that
good results have accrued thereby. Good
attendance has prevailed at the meetings of
the Society, and an earnest and deep interest
has been shown in the work, both in writing
papers, and listening to them being read.
Several important rallies have been held,
which our members attended in strong force.
A Junior Society was commenced during the
last few months, and there is a very good
prospect of it becoming a valuable adjunct to
the Senior Society. We desire to do as Paul
says, to “ press forward toward the mark for
the prize of the high calling of God in Christ
Jesus,” and to be found as our dear Lord
and Master would have us, ¢ faithful unto
the end.”

Exyore.—Membership here has increased
to 8o, with an average attendance of 45. A
member, G. Verco, has left for America to
fit himself to become an evangelist.
Nearly £70 has been raised for various
objects, the greater part of which has been
devoted to the funds for the enlargement of
the building. During the alterations Bro.
Gole kindly placed his room at the disposal
of the Society. Some members hold open

New
South
Wales

PreSIDENT—A. E. ILLINGWORTH.
SecCRETARY— W, W. MACINDOE.
TREASURER—]. STIMSON.

Twentieth
Annual

Conference

PROGRAMME.
B

Thursday, 26th January—
Sisters’ Eleventh Conference, After-
noon and Evening.

Friday, 27th January—
Foreign Missionary Meeting, at 7.45
p.m.

Saturday, 28th January—
Excursion on Harbor, leaving Fort
Macquarie at 2 p.m.

Sunday, 2gth January—
Conference Sermon, by A, B. Maston,
at 3 p.m.

Monday, 3oth January—
General Conference Meetings all day,
commencing at 9.15 a.m. Home Mis-
sion Meeting, 7.30 p.m.

Tuesday, 31st January—
Christian Endeavor Rally, at 7.30 p.m.

Wednesday, 1st February—
Temperance Demonstration at 7.45

p.m.
Thursday, 2nd February—
Campbell Edwards Class Demonstra-
tion, at 7.45 p.m.
Friday, 3rd February—
Grand Choral Festival, at 8 p.m.

All Meetings will be held in the City
Temple, Campbell-street, Sydney.

&

NOTE.—Rring this Number of the
CHRISTIAN with you to the
Conference Sessions.

air meetings every Saturd_ay night,
have engaged a hall at their own Charghghf?
preaching. [Future prospects are bright, i

Sypney.—The year has been a recorg on
Rallies have been held at Petersham, Cite'
Temple and Enmore in conjunction with fyq
Foreign Missionary Committee. Palms hay,
been provided for the platform of the build.
ing, and 23/6 raised for mission work. Tp,
Christian Endeavor Dorcas Class has magg
1o1 garments, and repaired 764 ; these haye
been distributed to the poor. At Christmag
time the Society joined to entertain 300 of
the poorest children in the district. At the
Christmas treat there were toys and sweets
in abundance as well as groceries, clothin
and money where such were required. The
I]]unior Society also imitates the Senior in

aving given 118 garments, as well as tea
and money, to the children of the Brisbane st,
Ragged School.

PappingToN.— This Society commenced
the year with a membership of 52. Fora
time it declined, but by energetic work on
the part of the loyal few who remained, in-
terest was revived, and the attendance
increased. It is now a flourishing institu-
tion, the meetings held being both interest-
ing and profitable. In the recent mission
held in connection with the church, the
assistance rendered by the Christian En-
deavor Society was of great value. The
present membership is 58. The Junior
Society, with 50 members, carries on good
work. During the year it has sent groceries
and clothing to the poor, scrap-books and
toys to the Children’s Hospital.

Sisters’
Eleventh Annual Report.

We are pleased to say at the close of
another year's work progress can still be
recorded, for which we thank our Father in
heaven, and pray that the coming year's
work may show that we are still making
progress in the Master's work by leaps and
bounds.

Our usual monthly meetings have been
held, at which very fair attendances an
interest have been maintained.

The treasurer's report shows money re-
ceived and collected during the year to be
£85/11/74. The most notable item was
£54/14/4 for Home Missions. Work money
paid out, £84/0/g, leaving a credit balance of
£1/10/10%.

Mrs. James' obituary work —writing t0
those who through loss of loved ones nee
our loving sympathy—is carried out in her
usual thorough manner. Many letters have
been written, which have been much appre-
ciated by those to whom they have bzer
sent.

Our visits to the hospitals continue t0
contain an amount of interest. Those tg
Newington Asylum are carried on, a0
although only  a few (compared Wwith
what we would like) make the trip every
month, yet all feel well repaid when they
remember the sunny hours that have been
given to those who enjoy so few of t
blessings partaken of by many who are moré
favored. Quantities of tea, sugar, etc. are
distributed amongst the old people.
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bave again to thank Bro. Illingworth and
Bro. Dickson for their help and cheering
words given on behalf of this work. Mrs,
Potter l}as been untiring in her efforts to
make this part of the work a success. Visits
to P.A. Hospital and Commonwealth Home
are also carried out with good results.
During the year the sisters arranged a
social in aid of the destitute invalids, when
£6/13/6 was handed over to assist them.
They need so much help!

The Dorcas work among the churches
shows that the ancient name is still carried
on to posterity with gratifying and comforting
results. Much work has been done, many
homes being cheered by small gifts from the
hands of our sisters.

Mrs. Lea, Superintendent of S.S. work,
reports very favorably on the work generally,
one cheering item showing the addition of 58
to the church. The work has been on the
increase throughout the year.

The Foreign Mission report shows that
great inlerest has been taken during the year.
We have had three very successful drawing
room meetings—Japan, India and China
being the topics. Collections were taken up
amounting in all to £2/17/-. Letters have
been received from those actively engaged in
the mission field, which have been very in-
teresting. Mrs. Hindle’s work in this de-
partment is certainly appreciated, as she
keeps us well posted up. Mrs. Strutton was
with us from India, and dressed in native
costume, gave a description of the work done
there.

The rescue and social work has not been
neglected, together with the junior Endeavor
work. Mrs. Gole reports well. At Christmas
many of the children’s hearts were cheered
at the Christmas tree laden with useful gifts
to be enjoyed by them. Mrs. Shearston has
arranged all programmes in connection with
our socials, to tHe entire satisfaction of all
concerned.

The work of writing to isolated members
has been ably carried out by Mrs. Macindoe
and Mrs. Jas. Kingsbury. This is an impor-
tant work, as it keeps us in touch with those
who have not the privilege of meeting with
us.

The interest in the Sisters’ prayer meetings
is still maintained, especially in the quarterly
meetings arranged by Miss Marshman, when
most helpful addresses have been given.

Mrs. Campbell reports that good work has
been done by the Temperance Committee,
who have organised meetings throughout our
city churches, with fairly good results. Now
that the franchise has been extended to
women, we have still greater opportunities,
as we now have a voice in selecting the men
who make our laws.

During the year we have had one cause
of great regret. Owing to removal to the
country, we bave lost the valuable services
of our Sister Rossell, who has so efficiently
carried on the work of Secretary. Oursister
takes with her the love and esteem in which
she was held by the sisters. )

Last, but not least, special mention must
be made of the untiring efforts of our beloved
President, Sister Jones, for the cheerful.aud
tactful manner in which she has presided.
She was absent only on occasion of sickness.

In this way she has won the love and esteem
of all the sisters,

In conclusion, we trust that each and every
one will be so filled with the desire for the
extension of our Master’s kingdom that they
will contribute their share, whether large or
small, to the grand cause.

L. ANprEws, Hon. Sec.

Lismore Tabernacle.
OPENING SERVICES.
#

A. E. ILLINGWORTH.

Lismore is a very important town, built
upon the banks of the Richmond River, in
the Northern District of N.S.W. It is the
centre of a rich semi-tropical agricultural
province. On the banks of the river are
dairy farms, sugar plantations, corn fields,
banana groves, timber mills, bacon factories,
millet fields, vineyards, and so forth.

For the past twenty years strenuous efforts
have been made to plant the cause of apos-
tolic Christianity in this town. In addition
to the faithful labors of J. P. F. Walker (the
pioneer), evangelistc Day, Moysey, Berry,
McCrackett, Ewers, Jennings, Gilmour, Way,
Browne, Walden, Bagley and Fischer have
at different times rendered service to the
main object.

The tent mission of a year ago conducted
by Brethren Bagley and Fischer has now
borne fruit in the consolidation of the church
and the erection of a splendid W.B. taber-
nacle. The building is the most commodious
chapel in the town and is eminently suited to
its needs. It seats 350 and the main ball is
60 x 35. The prospect before the brethren
is a very good one, as there is comparatively
little opposition. The only other religious
bodies are the Anglicans, R.C’s., Methodists,
Presbyterians and S. Army. The opening
meetings have been most successful and re-
flect great credit on T. B. Fischer, who is a
past master in the art of organisation. The
church numbers 217 members, and seems to
be united and in earnest. The meetings in-
cluded a C.E. rally, S.S. demonstration, tea
and public meeting, children’s Christmas
night, thanksgiving service, in addition to
the regular Lord’s day meetings. 340 sat
down to the tea and the building was crowded.
£75 in cash and proniises were received.
Apologies were read from ALL the ministers
in the town. Greetings were read from all
parts of Australia, and there was much en-
thusiasm. The opening meetings on Lord’s
day, Jan. 8th, were as follows :—Prayer and
praise service at 10.30, led by Bro. Graham ;
4o present. Meeting for worship at 11, led
by Bro. Fischer; 160 present; ]. Colbourne
of Brisbane spoke on Psa. 84. 2.30, S.S.
meeting ; I spoke to about 100 children. 4,
students’ meeting ; 6o present; ]. Colbourne
spoke. 7, open-air meeting; fine crowd.
7.30, gospel servi;e; 300 present: I preaqhed;
subject, The Uplifted Serpent; 4 confessions.
g, Lord's Supper ; Bro. Colbourne led.

This was a delightful day, and the spirit of
oy and thanksgiving was very marked.
Throughout the week Bro. Colbourne and

I assisted at the various meetings, and
we had a most enjoyable time.

Every meeting differed in character, and
almost every available brother and sister
possessing any gifts at all found a place in
the programme somewhere.

Lord's day, January 15th, similar meetings
were held. I spoke at the morning and after-
noon services, and Bro. Colbourne addressed
the school and preached the gospel. His
subject was, « Preaching Jesus.” The meet-
ings were smaller, as it was a very wet day.

I would like to refer to many interesting
statements made and items rendered, but
space forbids. I wish to briefly commend
this work to the prayerful consideration of
the brethren generally, specially those in
N.S.W., as it is another exhibition of the
results to be achieved by faithful, steady
pioneer work, backed up by zealous evangel-
istic efforts, particularly tent mission work.
The H.M. Committee of N.S.W,, in my
op'nion, would do well to concentrate their
efforts in this district for awhile, and supple-
ment Bro. Fischer’s labors by a second
evangelist.

I am writing this report at the request of
the brethren here, and trust its message of
joy may encourage our smaller country
churches to ‘“ contend earnestly for the faith
once for all delivered to the saints,” and that
isolated groups of members may strive to
keep up meetings for the breaking of the loaf,
for in due season it will bear fruit to the
glory of God and the expansion of the
Master's kingdom.

There was one disappointment. T. Beer,
of Sydney, who had come up to enjoy the
festivities, was taken suddenly ill with
pleurisy, and unable to attend. Many
prayers were offered on his behalf, and much
sympathy expressed.

The Resutrection

Of Saints and Sinners at the Coming
of the Lord, and the Metaphorical
Resurrections of the Millennium,

By Davip Kixe.
A neat pamphlet containing concise informa-
tion on the subject treated.
Single Copy, 2d.

25 copies ... 2/- 50 copies 3/6
100 copies ... 6/- 500 copies ... 25/-
Post or Carriage Paid to any part of Australasia.

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.

Our Position.

By Isasc ERRETT.

This is a fine and kindly statement of the
position taken up by those followers of Christ
who desire to be known as Christians only.
The pamphlet contains forty pages, including
a brief statement of the subdivisions of de-
nominationalism and a list of all those assem-
blies in Australasia who desire to be known

as CHURCHES OF CHRIST.

25 copies ... 2/ 50 copies ... 36
100 copies ... 6/~ 500 copies ... 25 -
Post or Carriage Paid to any part of Australasia.
Obtainable from Austral Publishing Co.
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The Testimony of the Fathers.

Having considered the evidence in regard
to the historicity of the books of the New
Testament, as furnished by the MSS. and
Versions, we now turn to our third line of
evidence, namely, the witness of the Fathers.
By the Fathers we mean those men of the
first, second and third centuries who were
distinguished for their learning and piety,
and whose names are inseparably connected
with the early history of the church. Some
ot these witnesses, for example, Polycarp,
Papias and Justin, were so firmly persuaded
of the truth of the things which they affirmed
that they bore testimony to the faith that
was in them by suffering martyrdom rather
than deny the Christ of the Gospels. Ofthe
honesty of these men_there can be no doubt,
and not only is their honesty qnxmpeaphable
but their capacity to give evidence 1S also

beyond question. In considering what these
Fathers of the church have to say, it is not
necessary to take later evidence than that
belonging to the third century. After this
period the testimony is so complete and over-
whelming that even the most pronounced
Freethinker would not dream of disputing it.
Of course the further back we go the more
difficult the task becomes. Fortunately, how-
ever, the New Testament is richer in mater-
ials connected with its early history than any
other book of a like antiquity. Starting, then,
with the third century, we call as witnesses
Origen and Tertullian. Origen was born in
Alexandria a.p. 185 and died in 254. Ter-
tullian was born in Carthage A.n. 160, and
died about 240. Referring to these two wit-
nesses, Dr. W. F. Adeney says, “ We go a
little further back into the third century to
Alexandria in Egypt, and we find there a
brilliant, scholarly thinker and author among
the early Christians, whose name is Origen.
We see him writing commentaries on nearly
every book of the Bible. Many of these
have been preserved, and among them com-
mentaries on our Gospels. Origen not only
comments on the Gospels, but he discusses
textual criticism, comparing MSS., as West-
cott, and Hort have done later. Here, then,
he not only has the books, but has them as
they came down to him from an earlier period
in various MSS. About this time, or a little
earlier, quite early indeed in the third cen-
tury, farther west on the shore of the Medi-
terranean, at Carthage, there was Tertullian
writing in Latin, using a Latin Version of
the Gospels, testing that by the Greek, and
disputing the translation in some points—
facts plainly proving not only that they ex-
isted, but that they had been turned into
Latin before his time.”

Crossing the border line of the third
century and passing into the second, we come
to another well known name in church his-
tory, namely, Irenzus, who was born about
the year 135 and died about the year 200.
His birthplace is supposed to be Smyrna in
Asia Minor, but later in life it is known that
he was made a Bishop in the year 177, and
that his home was at Lyons in Gaul. Dr.
Adeney writing of this famous man says:
« Writing to one of his old college friends,
Irenzus reminds him of those old days, and
how they both of them used to sit at the feet
of a venerable teacher named Polycarp. An
old man was Polycarp then; but Irenzus
remarks that old men remember well the
scenes of their youth, and well does he recol-
lect, and his friend should recollect, how
Polycarp told them that he knew John the
disciple of the Lord, and what tales he used
to tell about John. Irenzus, Polycarp,
John! Here is a- close linking of personal
connection. Irenzus ought to know, there-
fore, what he is talking about, if he has any-
thing to say concerning the Gospels. Happily
his writings have been preserved, and in
them he frequently quotes from our four
Gospels; indeed he makes a quaint remark
about these books, for he says that, not only
are they four, but they must be four, because
there are four zones and four principal winds |
I do not ask you to accept this logic ; I think
this is an instance of how people who have a

good case sometimes spoil it by
prove it. I only give you this curious
reasoning on the part of Irenzus, . t, 1t of
that in those days the four Gospels ’Wer shoy
known, well accepted and well establ? ;lvell
so that even superstitious reverence haq Shed,
up about them.” A little earlier than 1,§r°“’“
there flourished a certain man nameq T':]t'fnus
a pupil of Justin Martyr, who about the 1an,
160 made a harmony of the four gos)'elar
which he called Diatessaron, or harmcmpf3 %
the four. These Gospels he would rec)éi?f
from Justin, and we know that they were tLe
same as those we have in our pos’sessioe
now. For a long time this harmony 4 n
lost, and critics doubted that it ever exiSteZ:js
but quite recently it has been discovereq.
It has been found in an Armenian text, ang
also in Arabic text, and has been transiated
into English. “If I had time,” says Dy
Adeney in his lecture on the Gospels, uf
could read it to you, and show you how jt
begins with the first words of John’s Gospel
¢In the beginning was the Word,’ and goeé
on weaving in bits of narrative from Matthey
and Mark and Luke, combining them to-
gether exactly as those old church writers
had said, proving to us that Tatian did use
our four Gospels away there by the Euphrates
about the year 160.” This is not only valu-
able evidence regarding the existence of the
Gospels in the year 160, but it is valuable
also in pushing back their existence further
still. It is evidence that the Gospels had
been in existence a considerable time before
the harmony was made, for men do not do
such things with books which have not
attained an assured position and have not
stood the test of the years intervening, in
this case of the apostolic period and the date
of the publication of the harmony.

Earlier still, we have Justin Martyr,
Tatian’s instructor, who wrote about the
middle of the second century, and was born
not far from the beginning of it. Of this
martyr to the faith, ]. S. Heron in his
¢« Church of the Sub-apostolic Age,"” says:
¢ Justin speaks of ‘the memoirs compos?d by
the apostles, which are called Gospels, and
says when the Christians met on the dan
called Sunday, either these or the writings 0
the prophets were read as long as time per
mitted. He also makes abundant use of the
Gospels, including John and other g;:
Testament writings, as to leave no reasonay
doubt that the sacred writings used by ’Ih}é’;
were the same as those we possess. « - - =
assured place held by these apostolic writing
over the whole church is the place W “;
they have held so far back as his memo!
and knowledge reach. Let the reader 3:n
himself how long a time it must have &
before they could have been thus establis "
in the unquestioning faith and confidence -
the church.” Our next witness 1S P?tl?;g;
who was born about 70 a.p. His wrl IOIJ
belong to the first quarter of the Segoo
century, perhaps earlier. He wrote af Our
entitled ““ Ixposition of the Oracles o1 &
Lord,” The book itself has been IOSt’m :
valuable and interesting extracts [r0 Eu
have been preserved by Irenzus aﬂP 2
sebius, In the preface to his work dgpfor
says: “I shall not hesitate also to @

tl'ying t
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your benefit along with my interpretations,
such things as I formerly carefully learnt and
carefully remembered from the elders, guar-
anteeing their truth. For I did not like
many, take pleasure in those who have many
things to say, but in those who teach the
truth ; nor in those who relate strange com-
mands, but in those who relate such as were
given from the Lord to the faith, and which
came from truth itself. But if at any time
any one came who had been a follower of
the elders, I inquired what were the discourses
of the elders—what was said by Andrew, or
by Peter, or by Philip, or by Thomas, or by
James, what John or Matthew or any other
of the Lord's disciples said; and what Aris-
tion and the presbyter John, the disciples of
the Lord say. For I did not think that I
could profit so much from the contents of
books as from a living and abiding voice.”

This witness also gives evidence in regard
to the authorship of two of the Gospels. He
says concerning Mark: “ And this also the
presbyter [John] said : Mark having become
the interpreter of Peter, wrote down accur-
ately whatever he remembered, not indeed
in order, of what was either said or done by
Christ. For neither did he hear the Lord or
follow him; but afterwards, as I said, he
followed Peter, who suited the needs of those
who heard him, but not so as to make a
connected narrative of the oracles (or dis-
courses) of our Lord.” Concerning Matthew
he says: * Matthew then compiled the oracles
in the Hebrew dialect, but each one inter-
preted them as he was able.” He also gives
testimony in regard to some of the Epistles.
Another witness, Quadratus, who was con-
temporary with Papias, and who is said by
Eusebius to have been an immediate disciple
of the apostles, and who with those like him
« afterwards, leaving their own country, per-
formed the office of evangelists to those who
had not yet heard the faith, they also deliv-
ered to them the writing of the divine
Gospels.” Special interest is attached to
the evidence of our next witness, namely,
Polycarp. We gather some interesting par-
ticulars about him from McGarvey’s “ The
Text and the Canon.” Polycarp of Smyrna,
he says, is one of the most conspicuous
characters of the church in the second cen-
tury. Irenaus,who when a boy was person-
ally acquainted with him, says of him that
“ he was instructed by the apostles”; that
“ he had conversed with many who had seen
Christ ”; that he was appointed an overseer
of the church in Smyrna by the apostles;
that he lived to be a very old man, and that
he suffered a “glorious martyrdom.” “To
these things,” adds Irenzus, “all the
Asiatic churches testify, as do all those
men who have succeeded Polycarp
down to the present time.” His mar-
tyrdom occurred in 155 or 156, and in an
account of it written in the name of the
church at Smyrna, he is represented as
claiming to have served the Lord Jesus
eighty-six years. T his dates his baptism as
early as the year 70. He was probably
twelve years old when Paul was beheadgd,
and for thirty years was contemporary with
the Apostle john. He is said to have been
the beloved pupil of the beloved disciple. J.
S. Heron, in contrasting his evidence wit

that of Clement of Rome, says that Poly-
carp's citations from the New Testament are
more numerous. ‘‘Indeed,” he continues,
“ Polycarp hardly ever, if at all, refers to the
Old Testament, except as it appears in the
New. The authoritativeness of the New
Testament books is more expressly recog-
nised than by Clement, and the process is
well-nigh complete which puts them formally
in the category of Old Testament Scripture.”

We have thus completed the task we
set before us, namely, to bring the evidence
regarding the historicity of the books of the
New Testament, more particularly that of
the Gospels, down to the first century and
the times of the Apostles. We have not by
any means given all the evidence that might
be adduced, but quite sufficient to triumph-
antly establish our position. And in regard
to this line of evidence—the testimony of the
Fathers and the quotations that appear in
their works from the New Testament—it is of
interest to make a comparison in reference to
other writings of antiquity. On this head
McGarvey says, * The force and value of the
evidence from quotations can be more prop-
erly appreciated if we compare the evidence
from the same source of some of the most
noted classical writings of antiquity. The
writings of Herodotus, the most famous of
Greek historians, are quoted by only one
author (Ctesias) in the first century after they
were written, by only one (Aristotle) in the
second, by none in the third, and by only two
in the fourth. Thucydides, second among
Greek historians, is not quoted at all during
the first two centuriesafter he wrote. Livy,the
early Roman historian, is quoted by only one
writer in the first bundred years, and the
first to quote Tacitus is Tertullian, who
wrote about a hundred years later. If, then,
our task had been to trace back to their
authors the works of these celebrate 1 writers
—works the genuineness of which is never
called in question, the case which we could
make for them would be weakness itself com-
pared with that which we have made for the
writings of the New Testament.” This will
be the more readily seen when it is remem-
bered that if the New Testament was lost,
we could, for the most part, construct it again
from the quotations in the writings of the
early church Fathers.

The fourth and final line of evidence,
which will be internal in its character, will
be dealt with in our next issue.

Opening of Chapel at, South Yarra.

Friday, 13th January, will ever be prom-
inent in the history of the church at South
Yarra, that being the date upon which the
members of the church realised what had
been their desire for years past—the cgming
into possession and occupation of a building
they could call their own. Since the estab-
lishment of the church till now the members
have been meeting a_nd carrying on the work
of the Master in a hired hall, but by years of
earnest and consecrated self-sacrifice and the
assistance of friends, they have b.een enabled
to erect a substantial home of theu_' own, The
building is of wood, plastered inside and
ceiled with kauri pine, is soft. x 3 5ft., well

lighted and ventilated, and fitted with every
convenience for the work in which we are
engaged. It is situated on the corner of
Cliff and Pheenix-sts., just off Chapel-st., and
is built to seat comfortably between 230 and
300 people.

Despite the extreme heat of the 13th, a
large number of members and friends assem-
bled at the opening demonstration. Bro.
Lewis occupied the chair, and short talks
were given by Bren. Pittman, Johnston,
Stevens and Waters, the remaining part of
the programme consisting of solos, duets and
recitations, being contributed by members of
the church and visitors from sister churches.

The sentiments expressed both by the
speakers and the audience concerning the
building were that it is one of the finest little
buildings owned by the brotherhood, and re-
flected great credit upon the contractor (Bro.
D. Ross), to whom the work had been en-
trusted. The building is situated in the
centre of a large population, and amongst
people whom we may reasonably expect to
influence, and we are looking forward to
great things in the future, when we shall
commence using the building for the preach-
ing of the gospel. Our thanks are due and
herewith tendered to all who have assisted us
financially, as well as to those friends who so
kindly helped to make our opening meeting
so successful.

Jan. 23. E.J.W.

Dictorian Missions.
M. McLELLAN.
HaRWARD AND PITTMAN.

The Terang mission closed on December
25th. 64 addresses, 44 confessions, 1 added
who had been previously baptised. With
those who were there previous to the mission,
there will be a church of about 50 members.
The South Yarra mission was begun on the
12th January.

R. G. CaMERON.

Still continues his labors at St. Arnaud.
The intensely hot weather has much affected
the meetings.

A. \W. Coxnxorg.

At Castlemaine there have been 4 baptisms

during the month and 2 confessions.
J. CLYDESDALE.

Reports preaching at Warmur West,
Maidavale, Brim and Galaquil. One con-
fession at Maidavale (near Hopetoun).

Lexc anxp OraM.

Still continue their work in the Kaniva
district. No additions to report this month.
J. W. Parsrow.

In the Echuca circuit reports having tray-
elled 284 miles and held 24 meetings. Average
attendance, 20. DPaid 65 visits. Additions,

1 restored. ]

If our friends in ordering tracts will give the
numbers, instead of the names, they will save both
themselves and us a lot of trouble. Of course we

- will not refuse an order because the numbers are not

given, but it will help us if you will think of this.
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Why I Habitually Attend the Lord’s ¥
W Table Every First Day of the Week.

[For some reason the number of competitors on
the above subject was small. Below is the report,
and copies of ‘‘Moral and Spiritual Aspects of
Baptism ' have been sent to the writers of the
first three paragraphs —Eb.]

@

In the first place, I attend because the
first Christians did so, as we are told in
Acts 20: 7—*“ And upon the first day of the
week, when the disciples came together to
break bread.” Not on a first day, or some
first day, but the first day. So these three
questions are answered :—\Vho met? Dis-
ciples. When did they meet? On the first
day of the week. For what purpose did they
attend? To break bread. Therefore, if fol-
lowers of the Lord Jesus Christ, we -will
delight in imitating the example of the first
Christians, and in obeying our loving Saviour,
who said, “ This do in remembrance of me."”
For my part, I regard it more as a privilege
than a duty; a duty it most certainly is, but
it is a glorious privilege to so remember our
Lord. So we should “continue steadfastly
in the apostles’ doctrine, the fellowship, the
breaking of the bread, and the prayers.”

Cheltenham, Vic. W. Jupp.

@

1. Because the first disciples met on the
first day of the week to break bread in
reponse to the Saviour's own command to
meet and remember him.

2. Because the Saviour has said, ¢ Where
two or three are gathered together in my
name, there am I in the midst of them,” and
my love for the Saviour should impel me to
always strive to be where he is.

3. Because Christians are warned not to
forsake the assembling of themselves together,
as the manner of some is, but to exhort one
another to love and good works.

4. My habitual attendance at the Lord’s
table is the best safeguard to my spiritual
life. By my attendance I meet with those
of like mind, and by the exchange of spiritual
thoughts I am led to grow in grace and in
the knowledge of Christ.

Auckland, N.Z. JaBEZ EDWARDS.

@

It might be that, like others, I do it at the
dictation of the blessed Master, who said,
Do this in remembrance of me,” or that, being
an imitator of the early disciples, I habitually
«attend on the first day of every week to
break bread,” but when I examine my heart
more closely, it is because I love him who
gave his life for me, and as an evidence of
that love 1 desire to keep his commands.
The attendance at the Lord’s table, weekly,
keeps alive in me the memory that Jesus
was “the Lamb of God that tuketh away
the sin of the world,” hence became my
personal Saviour; the emblems ever remind-
ing me of his sacrifice for sin, and causing
my grateful “ heart to burn within me while
he talks with me by the way " and * makes

himself known to me in the breaking of

bread.” )
Hawthorn, Vic. Jos. CoLLINGS.

&

1. In obedience to Jesus, because it was
his last wish before he was betrayed that we
should do so in remembrance of him.

2. That we might have our spiritual
strength renewed by partaking of the em.-
blems of the body and blood of Christ, and
that our minds may be directed to the
dreadful agony he suffered in Gethsemane
and on Calvary for us.

. In anticipation of the time when we
shall partake of the Lamb’s supper in the
kingdom of God, if we are faithful.

4. As often as we eat and drink of the
body and blood of Christ we show his death
until he comes, and because the disciples of
the church that is spoken of in the New
Testament met together the first day of the
week to break bread.

St. Arnaud.

@

1. Because the early lovers of Christ did
so (Acts 20: 7), and love to Christ con-
straineth me to do likewise.

Because, upon each recurring Lord's day,
earth's weary toilers have access to his table ;
and I, a unit of the whole, wish to confess as
often as possible my Lord before men. ¢ As
often as ye eat this bread, and drink this cup,
ye do show the Lord’s death till he come”
(1 Cor. 11: 26).

Because my Saviour has commanded me.
“This do in remembrance of me” (Luke
22: 19).

Because my Lord has spoken to me, say-
ing, “If a man love me, he will keep my
words " (John 14 : 23).

Because I need renewed spiritual strength.
¢ They that wait upon the Lord shall renew
their strength " (Isaiah 40: 31).

Because I wish to actively serve him, love
him, and live to him. ‘ O Lord, truly I am
thy servant” (Psalm 116: 16).

N. Richmond. RicHARD MAUND.

From the Field.
The field is the w.ro.rld.—Malt l;'i . 38.
New Zealand.

OAMARU.—A young man named Geo. Wilson was
immersed on New Year's Day. When Bro. Green-
wood was in Oamaru this young man was a Sunday
School scholar.

Jan. 14. W. K.

PAHIATUA.—One baptism last Lord's day. Pre-
paring for a two weeks' mission. The Auckland
church are sending Bro, Watt to help us,

G. MANIFOLD.

WELLINGTON (Dixon-st.).—Bro. Bull is still labor-
ing with us. Our hearts were cheered on Lord's day
evening, Jan. 1st, by one coming forward, confessing

Essie WHITING.

her faith in Jesus and receiving the right hap

d
lowship last Lord's day morning. We have 3 of fel.

splendig

lot of young people, who nobly work for Christ 5
the church. od
Jan. 13. C. x

INVERCARGILL.—One confession and baptism o
Thursday evening meeting, a married womap from
Wyndham, making five since Bro. Little hag b
with us. We thank God and press on.

G. LADBRook.

een_

(0]
Victoria.

EcHucA.—The Endeavor Society travelled 52 miles
to visit the Kyabram Society last Thursday and spent
a most enjoyable time. It has been arranged to hold
the Echuca Circuit Conference on Wednesday, Feb.
22nd, at Kyabram.

Jan. 17. J. W. P,

RicaMonD (Balmain-st.).—Last night P. ]. Porg
took up the work here again. There wasa full house,
and we rejoiced at one young lad making the good
confession. A hearty social to welcome Bro. Pond
back was held last week, at which a first-class English
bicycle was presented him. Sister Roberts made the
presentation, and E. Winch occupied the chair.

CHELTENHAM.—The year 1904, which has just
closed, has been termed an eventful one, and it is
certainly true. The preaching work has been carried
on by Bros. Maston, W. Judd and E. T. Penny, and
we thus desire to thank them. The meetings have
been good, the interest well sustained, and all depart-
ments of the work in a healthy state. After mature
consideration we have decided to go on in the same
way this year, in order that the School debt may be
reduced, R. W. Tuck.

Firzroy.—Am glad to report a splendid meeting
last night, the chapel being nearly full, and at the
close of my address five made the good confession.

Jan. 23. H. Swaln.

DANDENONG.—On January 18th the church gavea
welcome social to Bro. Hayes, who has come from
W.A. to take up the Lord's work in this district.
The building was full in every part, a number of
brethren and sisters from Berwick being present, and
also some from Melbourne. A number of local and
visiting brethren and sisters took part in the meeting,
and Bro. Hayes gave a short address.

H. W. Crisp.

New South Wales.

CUNDLETOWN.—Forward movement under discus-
sion at the business meeting. Two more obeyed the
Word last week, and an interest is still sustained. If
we were near a railway line, we would oftener be
visited, and stirred up to good works. Three more
decisions on Jan. 22nd.

H. EDWARDS:

CHATHAM.—For some time past Bro. Edwards has
been giviog gospel addresses at Killabakh Creek, and
about a week ago immersed two persons in the Dingo
Creek.

Jan. 16. J. CoLLINS:

MEREWETHER.—We have Lo report the addition of
three new members to our numbers—two bretbre?
and one sister—by faith and baptism. We have had
the presence of Bro, Eadie from Queensland with us
since his recent visit to Melbourne, and we were al
stimulated and encouraged by his kindly help in the
Master's work. He left for home on the 7tb.

- Jan. 18, James McALLISTER:
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Here and There.

Here a little, there a little.—Isaiah 28 10.
= 10—

If the Bubscriber should discover a pencil
mark In the above square, he will know that
his Bubscription is due and that our Agent
would be glad of a Bettlement.

Bro. Gerrand has removed from Daylesford to
Lancefield.

If you want a Sunday School Commentary for 1905,
see bottom of page 55.

Two young women confessed Christ on Lord's day
evening last at Doncaster.

James Greenhill reports a fine meeting at Surrey
Hills on Sunday evening, with two confessions.

Chas. Watt, of Auckland, N.Z., is shortly to assist
Geo. Manifold in a two weeks' mission at Pahiatua.

The church at Launceston is wanting a preacher
Particulars will be found in our advertising columns.

We have issued in cheap pamphlet form * Our
Position.” Particulars as to price, etc., will be found
on page 49.

‘* South Yarra Tent Mission, crowded meetings, 12
confessions up todate. Bren. Harward and Pittman
in good form."

We have printed on neat paper slips the Suggested
Readings and Hymns for 1905, and will send to those
wanting same free of charge.

The Burwood Boys’ Home Dorcas Rally will be
held on Wednesday, Feb. 1st, in the Lecture hall,
Swanston-street, from 10 a m. Any sisters welcome.

F. M, Moore, of N. Adelaide, spent his summer
holidays with the church at Strathalbyn. He had
nice meetings, speaking for the last time on Sunday
evening to an audience of over 100.

On the front page of this issue will be found an
advertisement of a new carpet cleaning machine. A

demonstration of what this new appliance can do will
be shown at Messrs. Steele & Co.'s warehouse, 196-7
Swanston-street, on Thursday, Jan. 26.

Sister A, F. Millin, of Goulburne, N.S.W., writes
us that there is a meeting in her house in Coromandel
St., for the breaking of bread. The few brethren
there ure doing what they can to spread the truth
and are hoping that the Home Mission Committee of
N.S.W. will find it in their power to send a preacher

into that field.
,,,..élé\\

Why I Attend the Gospel Pro-

oo

clamation in the Evening as

well as Worship in the Morning

Our next competition is on the above
subject. It is open to all. Not more
than 150 words, nor less than 50.
Must reach us not later than Feb. 21.
A page of the best answers will be
published in our issue of March 7,
and « copy of ‘* McGarvey's Ser-
mons ' will be sent to the writers
of the three answers appearing first
on the page. Conditions must be
strictly complied with. Competitions
once a month. Only one prize to the
same writer during 1905, though para-
graphs will be published in order of
merit if sent in. Next competition
announced on Mar. 23,

N~
s

At the last meeting of the Conference Executive
Committee, correspondence was read from the various
States regarding the proposed Federal Conference.
As at least four States were in favor of the Confer-
ence being held, it was decided to convene the Federal
Conference for the 2nd June next. It will continue
from the 2nd till the 6th June, at Melbourne.

A very enjoyable tea was held at Cheltenham last
Monday evening, which took the form of a farewell

R R R BB R RRRRRRK

et
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to Bro and Sister McDonald, on the occasion of their
leaving for a trip to New Zealand. The tea was
followed by a meeting, when among other interesting
items on the programme, probably the most enjoyable
was the presentation of a writing case to Mrs.
McDonald, from the members of the Band of Hope.

The church at North Carlton have succeeded in
securing the fine chapel in Rathdown-st., Carlton,
previously occupied by one of the Methodist bodies,
becoming vacant on the recent union. It is a very
fine property, which has been secured for £1500. Bro
Gibson will do the preaching for some time to come,
and the brethren there expect to do a fine work, The
opening services will be on Feb. 5.

**Another Student " writes: Adverting to the article
which appeared in this paper of the 5th inst., entitled
* The Ministry," I beg to state that I am entirely at
a loss to grasp the essayist's meaning. Bro. Hagger
states that the term ** ministry,” which means Chris-
tians ** devoling their whole time to preaching and
being supported financially by their brethren while
doing so," is as foreign to the New Testament as it is
possible for a term to be. The opening of his next
sentence is, ** The ministry of the church of Jesus is
twofold."” Again he states **It is permitted that the
evangelist should be supported while engaged in his
work—1 Cor.9: 14." From the above statements it
is axiomaltic that Bro. Hagger has erected an hy-
pothesis which is contrary to Bible teaching.

Coming Event.

FEBRUARY 5.—N. Carlton church of Christ
open their new chapel, Rathdown-st., N. Carlton,
Sunday, February 5th, 1905.

IN MEMORIAM.

Morris.—In loving memory of my dear brother,
Harry George, who passed away on January 3lst,
1904; also my dear sister, Winnie, who passed
away on February 14th, 1890.

—Inserted by R.J.M.

WANTED.

EVANGELIST (Representative), Wanted by the
Church at Launceston, Tasmania. Apply, stating
Salary, to PETER ORR, 42 Galvin-st.

ROBERTSON & MOFFAT'S
HALF-YEARLY SALE!

Ladies’ & Children’s Hosiery—a Manufacturer’s Stock
of Samples—in Tan and Black Cotton, also Lisle,

Genuine Reductions

Throughout the House.

i AV

Blouses, in White Indian Linen, Tucks, and Trimmed
Embroidery, usual price, 8/11.

Sale price, 5/11.

in Plain, Lace Ankles, and Embroidered Fronts,.

all at half-price.

Children’s White and Tan Lace Cotton Socks, half-
price, 6d. per pair.

All Wool French Voiles, in Black and Colored, usual
price, 3/6 to 4/9. Sale price, 1/8 yard.

All Wool French Chalys, best quality, usual price,
and 1/11. Sale price, 1/- per yard.

1/9

Colored \Vashing Underskirts, Deep Frill and Tucks,
usual price, 5/11. Sale price, 2/11.

Crash Walking Skirts, of good quality, usual price, 9,6
to 14/6. Sale price, 4/11.

Crash Russian Costumes, usual price, 25/- to 32/6.
Sale price, 15/6.

Sac Coat and Skirt Costumes, in Crash and Colored
Linen, usual price, 27/6 to 35/-. Sale price, 15/6.

SETURDAY, REMNANT MORNING.

The entire accumulation of Remnants throughout the house at Absolutely Half-price.

COMPARE THE VALUES.

BOURKE ST,

MELBOURNE,




THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

Jan. 26, 1905,

CONDUCTED BY A. R. MAIN, 139 BuckLgy ST., FOOTSCRAY.

Servants, Like Christ.

Topic for Feb. 13.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS AND READINGS.

Approved of God -~ ..Mark 1: 9-13
Preaching and healing ... ...Mark 1: 35-45
Moved with compassion ...Mark 6: 33-44
In touch with children ... ...Mark 10: 13-16
Our example < ...Mark 10: 35-45
Servants, yet free ...1 Cor. 7: 20-23

Christ a servant—and we arel Phil, 2: 8-11
servants )

HAVE given you an example, that
ye also should do as I have done
unto you (John 13: 15). These
words might be taken as the ‘‘golden
text'’ for the cvening. ‘‘Let us
remember that there is no disciple-
ship without the attempt at imitation.
What sort of a follower of incarnate
love is that man whose life is one
long incarnation of selfishness? What
is the worth of a discipleship which
day by day contradicts Christ’s life, and flouts in
negligence and disobedience all his precepts? Let
us who say we are his take heed lest one day we
should hear the solemn voice asking the unanswer-
able question, * Why call ye me Lord, Lord! and
do not the things that I say and that I did?'"
Paul loved to think of himself as the “‘bondservant™
of Jesus Christ, as taken captive by the conquering
Lord. ‘**Saved for service ' should ever be our
watchword.

‘1 am among you as he that serveth ' (Luke
22: 27). The night on which these words were
spoken Jesus taught his disciples the greatness of
humility and lowly service. The apostles had
indulged in an unseemly strife as to which of them
was the greatest, and Jesus the divine Master
performed the most menial act a servant would
have to perform. See how John puts it in his
gospel (13: 3, 4): ** Jesus, knowing that the Father
had given all things into his hands, and that he
came forth from God, and goeth unto God, riscth
from supper, and layeth aside his garments; and
he took a towel, and girded himself.”” What a
contrast: so high yet so low; such greatness and
humility ; what majesty and condescension! Ever
after this can we well believe that ‘* he that is least
among you all, the same is great "’ (Luke 9: 48).

J. Carter, one of the Puritan ministers, once
came unexpectedly behind a Christian of his
acquaintance, who was busily engaged in his
business as a tanner. He gave him a pleasant tap
on the shoulder ; the good man looked behind him,
started, and said, ** Sir, I am ashamed that you
should find me thus employed.’” Mr. Carter replied,
¢ Let Christ, when he cometh, ind me so doing.”
“ What !"* said the man, ** doing this 2’ * Yes,"
said Mr. Carter, ** faithfully performing the duties
of my calling.””

Christianity has bestowed on the world a m.ngni-
ficent gift in the single principle of the dignity of
labor. It is a sublime thing to work for one's
living. To dowell the thing a man is created for is
a splendid achievement. A rich fool once said to a
rising lawyer: I remember the time when you
had to black my father's boots, siv.’”” ¢ Did I not
do them well 2" was the reply, and it spoke inborn
greatness. Our Lord disclosed the same spirit
when in his early boyhood he said: ¢ Wist ye not
that I must be about my Father’s business ?"
Every Christian young man has his Father’s busi-
ness to attend to, and he is not a full-grown man
till he gets about it.—Spooner’s S.S. Pocket Notes.

We are as servants watching for our Master's
return (Luke 12). ‘‘This kingdom of his,”’ says
Canon Scott-Holland, ‘‘is to be, during all the
waiting time, like a house of business. It will be
as a merchant house in which everybody is bent on
making all he can out of the money given him.
He gives no picture of a church ever on its knees at
some silent shrine, praying for a far-off time. He
foresees a body of men busy and intent, absorbed
in the practical use of their gifts, bent on turning
five talents into ten, or two into four. A man
once said to D. L. Moody : ‘‘ For five years I have
lived on the Mount of Transfiguration.”” ‘‘How
many souls have you brought to Christ in that
time ?'" inquired Mr. Moody. ‘‘Not any.’" *‘ Then,
my brother,”” was the reply, ‘* I advise you to come
down from the mount and get where you can be a
co-worker with Christ in saving the world.” Of
this as of the future life it should be true: ‘‘His
servants shall serve™ (Rev. 22: 3), for there is
*“ value only in service.” You remember the story
told of Oliver Cromwell. One day he discovered
among some church decorations a number of small
silver statues. ‘ What are these ?"’ he demanded.
““The twelve apostles,’’ was the trembling answer.
“Take them down,’ said he, ** and send them to
be made into the coin of the realm that they may,
like their Master, go about doing good.”

It is the little duties, which by their minuteness
tempt men to think that they can do them without
calling in the great principles of conduct, that give
the color to every life after all. You can write the
Lord’s Prayer and the Ten Commandments in the
space of a threepenny bit; you can make all the
beauty and all the sanctifying power of the gospel
visible and manifest within the narrow circle of the
smallest duties that the lowest station has to per-
form. The little banks of mud in the wheel-tracks
in the road are shaped upon the same slopes and
moulded by the same law that carves the mountains
and lifts the precipices of the Himalayas. And a
handful of snow in the hedge in the winter-time
will fall into the same curves and be obedient to
the same great physical laws which shape the
glaciers that lie on the sides of the Alps. You do
not want the big things in order largely and nobly
to manifest big principles. The smallest duties,
distinctly done for Christ's sake, will adorn the

doctrine. ‘‘ Adorn the doctrine of God ;

n
things.""—A. Maclaren. al|

Selected Thoughts,
Serve God by doing common actions jn a
enly spirit.—C. H. Spurgeon.
3
No one can be a true servant of Christ
the literal servants of earth.
X

The highest duties oft are found
Lying on the common ground.—JMopsey;

%

Ich dien, ** 1 serve,' is the lordly motto of the
Prince of Wales. A more princely motto neye,
was framed.

heny.

and scorn

*
That is not service which would pick and chogse
its work ; we do not allow our own servants to dq
that, nor does Christ allow his.
€
0, give me some place in thy service,
Be it only of lowly degree.
Hast thou errands too humble for others ?
Here am I, Lord, send me.—Sutphen.
¥
It is the spirit of that life to which we should
attain. It is not by saying Christ's words, or by
doing Christ’s acts, but it is by breathing his spirit
that we become like him.—F. W, Robertson.

Notes and News.

Taradale, revived by the mission under A. W,
Connor, and making good use of the C.E. Guides,
has formed a Society with 10 active, 7 associate
and 2 honorary members. President, A. Clarke;
vice-president, Bro. Jackel ; secretary, Mabel Sar-,
gent; treasurer, Hettie Legg; Prayer Meeting
convener, G. Miller; Lookout, Sister Legg; Sun-
shine, Sister McCarthy. Meetings will be held on
alternate Thursdays. The first meeting was well
attended and participated in by all. They desire
affiliation with our Union. As they are all enthusi-
astic and willing, their Society should quickly
prosper.—W. McCANCE.

All who intend going to C.E. picnic at Eltham on
January 30th are promised an enjoyable time.
Trains leave Princes Bridge station at half-hourly
intervals from 7.32 a.m. to 2 o'clock p.m., return-
ing from Eltham from 4.17 to 9.12. Tickets,
covering railway journey and full supply of hot
water, tea, milk and sugar, may be had from the
Secretary of the churches of Christ Union, or C.E:
Office, Little Collins-st. Fare—Adults, 2/~ chil-
dren, 1/3, from Princes Bridge ; adults, 1/9, children:
1/-, from Clifton Hill, A workers’ conference 20
field meeting will be held at 8 and 4 p.m. respec
tively. Prominent speakers will take part in both
meetings.—G.[.W.

St. Arnaud have organised a C.E. Society - They
have four committees—Sunshine, Lookout, Pr ayer
Meeting and Temperance—and twenty-four mem”
bers. The Sunshine Committee supply the chureh
with flowers, visit the hospitals and private houses
and there hold short services. All the other cO™
mittees are working well. They desire affiliation
with our Union.

The

Horsham Society is in good working order.
pitﬂll

members visit the sick and poor and the hos
distributing tracts, etc. They have three committees*
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Notes from Texas Christian
University.

The Australasian boys journeyed last week
to Temp_le, Texas, to attend the annual
lectureship, It is the custom of the brethren
in this State to invite each year to their
lectureships one of the most distinguished
men in the brotherhood. This year the
position of chief lecturer was occupied by
D. R. Dungan, President of Christian Uni-
versity, Canton Mission, and author of “ On
the Rock.” Bro. Dungan is now an old man.
His bhair and beard are now as white as
snow, but his intellect is as clear as ever.
To have had the honor of listening to this
grand old man as, with a voice of music and
a face beaming with the love of Christ, he
unravelled the mysteries of divine truth, I
will ever look upon as one of the greatest
privileges of my life.

“The Union Movement " was the subject
of one of Bro. Dungan’s lectures. He spoke
very hopefully of this great movement. He
said that as a people we could afford to give
up everything that belongs to man, but
nothing that belongs to God; and con-
tended for union on the * seven unities" of
Ephesians 4. No question is settled until it
is settled right. During this lecture Bro.
Dungan made the statement, that he himself
had always been a peaceable man, never
having had but thirty-seven debates.

I had a pleasant talk with Bro. Dungan
about Australasia. He seemed pleased when

I told him how much good his book had
done over there, While staying in Texas,
he is reported to have said that he and those
whom he had educated for preaching work
had been the means of baptising sixty
thousand persons.

The following is worth recording. For
some years the church of Christ at Heretord,
Texas, has owned a college which has done
a good deal in the way of Christian educa-
tion. For some time back this college has
been in financial difficulties. Two years ago
its management applied to the board of
management of T.C.U., asking them to take
over the college at Hereford. T.C.U. had
enough to do to look after itself at that time,
and could not entertain the proposal. A
few weeks ago Hereford College offered the
whole concern to the Baptists of Texas. A
Baptist divine went up to look over the
ground preparatory to making arrangements
for taking over the college. During his stay
he gave an address before the disciples. In
that address he emphasised the great value
of education, and made the remark that the
religious people that did not educate must
die. His address was so stirring that the
brethren got together after and decided that
they wouldn't sell the college. They made
a fresh application to T.C.U.; and as the
financial position of that institution has
changed greatly in two years, the proposal
was this time entertained, At the lecture-
ship, one thousand dollars was raised in a
few minutes to pay off the first part of the

NSECTIBANE !

Kills All Insects.

Derby, Tasmania, Dec. 3, 1904.

Messrs. Rocke, Tompsitt & Co., 292-298 Flinders-st., Melbomne.

Dear Sirs,—The contents of one small tin of Imsectibane
dropped into crevices .and scattered round fireplace and mantelpiece effect-
ually rid our kitchen of a laxrge number of cockroaches over six months

ago. They have not since re-appeare

Yours faithfully,

(Signed) DonaLp FRr4sEir.

SOLD EVERYWHERE

IN TINS AT 6d,

1/-, 2/-, 5/, 10/-.
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mortgage, and in the future this splendid
collegz at Hereford will be run in connection
with T.C.U. T. H. MaTHisox.

Why DILL You be Iil?

You want rosy, robust health, your blood coursing
full of life through your veins; you want your sick
and delicate loved one to be with you again, active,
full of vitality, with sparkling eye, warm glowing
touch and bounding pulse, enjoying life and affection ;
you want

RADAM’S

MICROBE
KILLER.

It s the ONLY mecdicine scientists recognise that has sub-
stantiated its claim. All diseases, all ailments have their origin
in germ life. The microbic theory is now an acknowledged
fact, and RADAM'S MICROBE KILLER is the ONLY
medicine which can kill disease germs (registered and pro-
tected thronghout the world). Radam’s Microbe Killer is no
wretched pill, no boiled up mess of herbal decoction mixed with
alcohol to keep it from ;éoing bad. Radam's Microbe Killer is
pure, sparkling, sterilised water, charged under high pressure,
with sc muﬁcahy repared automatic microbe killing gases.

It cures ALL diseases, and its beneficial results are seen at
onoa in cases of ption, chest ail
eczema and all cases of blood disorders.

Price, 4/6 quart bottles; 15/- gallon jars. All chemists; Foy
and Gif)son; all stotes.

Agency in Australasia:
A.C. R. FREY, st floor, 175 William Street, Melbourne,

ts, liver complaints,

. W ENTWORTH,
(Late Edwin Fisher),
Wood, Coal and Coke Merchant
BURNLEY RLY. SIDING, BURNLEY.

Every description of Firewood delivered at Lowest
Rates for Cash. Post-cards promptly attended to.
TELEPHONE 2815.

AVONDALE PRIVATE HOSPITAL

AND NURSES' HOME.
Principal : NURSE MILLIGAN.

171 PALMERSTON ST. (Opp. Methadist Church),
Carlton. Tel. 3531.

JOHANNESBURG, S. Africa.

Church of Christ Meets every Lord's Day at
Elite Hall, Jeppes end of Commissioner Street.—
Breaking of Bread, rr a.m. Gospel Proclamation,
7.30 pm. Secretary’s Address —WiLLiaM BLAKE,
P.O. Box 39, Jeppestown, Johannesburg.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
LESSON BOOKS,
1905.

Christian Lesson Commentary

For Senior and Bible Classes.
by post 4/7.

Price 4/-,

The Lesson Helper
For Classes from 15 to 20.
by post 2/4.

Price 2/-,

The Lesson Mentor

For Classes from 10 to la.
by post 1;10.

The Lesson Primer
For Infant Classes.

Price 16,

Price 1/, by post 1,3.

We Have Only a Few Coples of Each of
the Above.

AUSTRAL COY.




“ASTHMA.”

Sufferers from ASTHMA please note that

NEIL'S ASTHMA POWDER

Gives INSTEBNT Relief.

This powder has given relief to hundreds of

sufferers when all others have failed.

Neil’s Asthma Powder

The best value in the market.

Large Tins, 3/6; small, 1/6.

(]

Wholesale and Retail Agent:
EDWARD G. OMEN,

Homceopathic Chemist,
189 Collins Street, (Delboutne,

And
Head

DEAFNESS .

Millsom’s Wonderful Chronic Deaf
Discovery. (By Royal Letters Patent.)

Cured himself after being 43 years deaf, and has cured
many others. No operations and no medical contriv-
ances. Write for full particulars and references to the
discoverer, T. C. Millsom, 31a High-st., St.Kilda, Vic.

BROWN & SCOTT'S

SBELL
Good Family Drapery, Clothing, &c.,
CHEAP,
at 201 & 403 Brunswick Street, Fitzroy.

IHENRY J.R.LEwIsi [Jesiah, Heldsworth

UNDERTAKER, ETQ,

EGQNOMIC d 862 Lgig?lnl Street, Carlton,
i1t Also at 869 Nicholson-st., North
Runeral N Ferihimer | |ENie bty e
' w!
FurﬂlS e e 2 ments, vlz, registration, advcrtlszm.m:m:-;.l c:;;:;,‘;g":: :;

grave, clergyman, cto. He supplles funeral

efficlent staff, handsoms equipages. Modemmg]lgl!gl?
sclentifically em{gloyed In all departments, Priges to > |'
rich and poor. Funerals arranged in any part of State “ﬁ'
extra charge for suburban funerals, L

TELEPHONE 1193,

Johnstori & Hertford Sts., Fitzroy,
High Street, Northcote.
¢ Funerals to Suit the Times, ¥

Establishad 1843. Telephone 1160,
SN ENERNAENEEE NN ORISR REEEER

conigy I°1anos

AMERICAN @rgans

MESSRS. CORNISH & CO.,, are the only firm of actual
manufacturers of high-grade Flanos and Organs In the
United States selling axclnslvel?- direot from the faotory 3 s

to the Pabila at
Wholesale Prices for a Single Instrument. PHOTOGRAPHIC CAMERAS
No Agents or Dealers are allowed to handle the Cornlsh
5 Of All Descriptions, to suit All Pockets, from the Schi !
Amerloan Planos or Organs. It Is just as easy for the the Squatter's,  Send for Photo Novelty cﬁ,c“’ﬁy{’f’“
W. WATSON & SONS,

readers of the CHRISTIAN to sit down and order a Plano
78 Swanston Street, Melbourne,

or Organ from Amerioa as to order one from their Muslo
B. @OX, L i

Store, the only difference belng they will
Sawe from 50 to 100 per cont.

262 BRUNSWICK ST. FITZROY,

MODERATH CHARGES,

We have Organs from £6 to £25, Planos from £34 to
£60, and we

Print.ed and Published by Tse Austral Publishing
Co., 528-530 Elizabet,h-st.., Melbourne.

B. J. KEMP,

to suit the convenlence of the purchaser. Our large and
> = e

gomplete Catalogue will be forwarded upon request.

CORNISH & CO.,
Washington, New Jersey, U.8.A.

Catalogues may be obtalned from and Orders sent through
THE AUSTRAL PURBLISHING CO.,
528 Elizaboth Street, Melbournae.

GROCER and
Tea - Dendor.

460 Spencer Street, Melbourne.
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BURW@@D - BOYS’

H@ME.

No Really: Destitute Boy Refused.

A HOME FOR NEGLECTED, ORPHAN
s & AND FATHERLESS BOYS,

Contributions can be.sent to the Treasurer, Members
of the Committee, or A. B. MASTON, Austral Co-

Reference oan be made to the Committes and Officers, and also to M. W
GREEN, G. B, MOYSEY, D, A, EWERS, A, B. MASTON, G. T. WALDL

Of All the Work in which Christians

OFFICE-BEARERY.

Pres.—Mr. R. Campbell Edwards.
Yice-Pres. -Rew. A. Hardie. -
Hon Treas, —Mr. J. Colclough.
Hon, Beo,—Mr, Fitz Snowball, 3
Queen Btreet, Melbourne,

gupt,—Mr, A, H. Yarcee.

Mont Albert Road, Canterbury. E_Gommlttu.—lhv. Alfred Jones, Mr,

Hon. Physiclan.—Dr. Krmstrong,
Hon. €hemist,—Dr. Leughnan,

Mr. 8. Laver, Mr. W, C, Oruw.,
Mr, John Griexe, Mr, Caddigk,

can engage, this is the Most Encouraging
and Reproductive. You sow to-day, and

o ol to-morrow you Reap the Harvest. Our

urrey Hills. Readers everywhere are asked to
e e —————
Dunn, Mr. O. Quittenton, XS+ ASREH

ASSIST THE GREAT WORK OF SAVIn: THE BOYS:
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# ¢ RACHEL SYLVESTRE. = = [YALL & SON,

A Story of the Pioneers.
CHAPTER III.

THE HARVEST DANCE,

There have been times in my life when it
seemed to me a pity that we did not always
stay children.

Talk about “achievement ™ and “ posses-
sion ! Who is the richest land proprietor in
the world, if it is not the little child? He
owns all of the earth that he can see,—its
wooded hills, its daisy-starred meadows, its
fertile valleys. He owns acres and acres of
the sky above him, and would scorn to part
with even a small strip of his possessions.
He is inclined to think that a corner of the
moon, and one or two of the stars, belong to
his portion, end that he can go up and survey
them as soon as the tram car shall have been
established.

It is a temptation to me, now that the old
man’s love of what is remote is upon me, to
write of those days when life was new, and
when the voicés of the world had not drowned
the songs of birds or the whispers of angels.

In our way we grew up, Stephen and I.
It was not the worst way. Stephen was, as
I said at the beginning, a tall, fine fellow, a
little shy and quiet, but open and manly,
clean and honest, with a skilful hand and a
tender heart. As I have also said before, I
seemed on the surface somewhat like him,

Jessie Brown Pounds.

but I was in every way less a man. In all
ways there was more than the difference of
our years between us. We both had a bit of
a temper. Mine has lasted, but his was
conquered early.

It was the summer after my sevententh birth-
day. Stephen and I were working through
haying at Colonel Sylvestre's, not for money,
but for neighborliness. Most of the young
men of the community were there, for in those
days of the slow scythe and cradle the oper-
ation of haying and harvesting was a serious
one,

Yet, on the whole, it was more of frolic
than a task. Ve dared one another daily
competition in our work, and made merry
over it with songand story. Stephenwasa fine
singer, and his companions called on him
every day for the few songs he knew.

We royally feasted, for Mrs. Sylvestre and
Rachel were famous cooks, and they served
us with their best. My own folks were frugal
livers, and the table set for us at the Sylvestres’
seemed like splendid luxury. I remember to
have been surprised at the quantity of crock-
ery set forth, and to have wondered how my
mother managed to get along with such a
slender stock as she possessed.

Colonel Sylvestre—he had been in the war
of 1812—was the most imposing man, both
in looks and in manner, that I had ever seen.

[®;
Ohaft, Elay, Grain, and
FProduoe Merchants.

EXPORTERS OF PRESSED HAY,
CHAFF, & COLONIAL PRODUGCE.

Qountey Ordern Oearefully Attemded To.
Spocial Attention gloen to Sead Grair
Head Office and Mills—

89 to 48 LEVESOR STREET, NORTH MELBOURHE

Branch Stores—
1 & 3 Victoria Market, Melbourne,

PIANOS & ORGANS

Tuned and Repaired Repolishing Equal to
New. Country Visited. Post Cards promptly
Attended to.

JOHN T. TINKLER
89 Raa Street, North Fitzroy.

NortheHliznoys

Craigie Lee Farm Dairy,
16 and 18 EGREMONT ST., N. FITZROY

HURREY BROS,,

Wholesale & Retail Dairy.  Milk Twice Daily from
our own Farm at Yan Yean. The favor of your
patronage and recommendation solicited.
1=~ Orders Promptly Atteaded to.

Great Stocktaking Cash Sale
W, & A B

of CROCKERY, CHINA, GLASSWARE,

IRONMONGERY, &ec.

=NINETT S S Glss

Genuine Reductions.

Glass Dishes, large size, 1/- ea.

184, 186, 4188, 190, 192 & 194 BRUNSWICK STREET, FITZROY.

Glass Jam Dishes, 2d. each

Chambers (large size) 1/- each

China Figures, 2d. each

Shaving Mugs, 64d. each

Strong Blanc Mange Moulds,
1/3 each

Glass Buiters and Sugars,73d ea.

Breadboard and Knife, 104d. ea.

White Fluted Steak Dishes with
Covers, 2[1t each

Glass Salad Dishes, 53d. each

China Cream Jugs, 2d. each

Hanging Fairy Lamps, 1d. each

Flower Epergnes, 2[11 each

Pearline Glass Butters and
Sugars, 104d. each

Fern Wine Glasses, 23d. each

Sponges, 1d. each

Water Sets, Jug an d 6 Tumblers,
49 set

Fancy Painted Cheese Stands,
1/11 each

Cut Glass Wine Glasses, 3d. ea.

China Egg Cruets, 1/6 each

Hand Mirrors, 73d. each

Pie Dishes, 33d. each

5 Piece Bedroom Sets, from 5/11

Hanging Jardiniers, 1/- each

Large Fancy China Teapots,
6d. each

Teaspoons, each 1d.; Dessert,
each, 2d.; Table, each, 24d.

Firescreens, 4-folds, 53d, each

Large Brown Teapots, 43d. each

Glass Pint Mugs, 6/6 doz.

Bpeolal Reduced Prices in ELECTRO-PLATED WARE!

Table Oloths, Outlery, Uopg:::h Bﬁl‘l::“‘"’

Any Article can ba Pure

l Pudding Bowls, 2d. each.

| 21 Piece Tea Sets, 7/6 set.
Brown Mixing Bowls, 6d. each
Purses from 3d. each
Cut Glass Jugs, 1/- each
Tomato Sauce Bottles, 6d. each
Vegetable Dishes, 1/g each
Large Tea Trays, rogd. each

| Large Market Baskets, 113d. ea.

| Work Baskets, Satin Lined, 1/-,

| 1/3, and 1/6

| Brush and Crumb Trays, 63d.pr.

| Steel Bags, 1/3 each

{ Cut Glass Tumblers, 43d. each

| Teapot Stands, 6d. each

| Large GlassWater Jugs, 9id. ea.
| Artificial Palms, 11d. each

| Meat Dishes, 73d. each

| 50 Piece Dinner Sets, 19/6 set

| Tea Trays, 6d. each

| Pudding Piates, 2§d. each
!Custard Glasses, Key and Circle
I Pattern, 6d. each

| Cameo Vases, 44d. each
Tumblers, 1/6 doz.

| Glass Cake Stands, 104d. each
Afternoon Cups and Saucers,

63d. each

| 40 Piece Tea Sets, 11/6 set

| Toy Tea Sets, 103d. set

| Lemon Squeezers, 43d each

| Jelly Glasses, Key and Circle

| Pattern, 43d. eac

| Circle and Key Tumblers, 1/9

half doz.

i

Tables and Glassware,
and upwards weekly,

Lily Flower Vases, 1/g each

Brown Jugs, t pint, 3d. each

Hand Painted Fruit Plates,
4%d. each

Decanters, 1/3 each

Large Glass SaladBowls,114d ea

Nobbler Glasses, 14d. each

Soup Plates, 23d. each

Glass Dishes, trom 4&d. each

Large Vases, 1/6 pair

Painted China Jugs, 1 qt.114d ea

China Boots and Shoes, 1o3d.ea

Vases, large size, 3/11 pair

Glass Dishes, Oval, 10in. 1/-ea.

Bedroom Water Bottles, 6d. ea

Soda Glasses, 33d. each

Candlesticks, 44d. each

Mirror Photo Frames, 6id ea.

Teapots, black and color flowers,
6 cups, 1/11 each

China Jugs, set of 3, 2/6

Ruby Glass Baskets, 1/43d. ea.

Children's Fancy Cups and
Saucers, 43d. each

Glass Baskets, Assorted, 53d. ea.

]ardiniers,assorledcolors.x[x1 ea

China Cruets, 74d. each

Fancy Jugs, set of 3,1/10

Glass Biscuit Barrels, 1/103d ea.

China Fruit Bowls, 114d. each

0dd Vegetable Covers, 6d. each

Plated Jam Spoons, 6d. each

Revolving Creat Bottles, 444 ea

Fancy China Mugs, 3d. each

Ruby Butters or Sugars,114d ea.

Glass Pickle Jars, 103d. each

Sponges, 33d. each

China Moustache Cups,Painted,
103d. each

Hand Painted Tin Placques,
Fan Shape, 63d each

English China Cups and Saucers

ink or green band and gold,

arge size, 2[11 half doz

Pink and Gold Fluted China
Cups and Saucers, 2/3 % doz

Red or Blue Band Cups and
Saucers, large and strong,
1/g half doz.

White and Gold Odd Cups,
34d. each

Odd Printed Ewers, 2/g each

White Stone Toilet Basins,
1/11 each

]lgb Line of Tea Sets, very cheap

ea Saucepans, 5d.

Bread Boards, 5d.

Bread Knives, 4d.

Bengal Teaspoons, 1/2 half doz.

8 Day Clocks, g/- each

Alarm Clocks, 3/6

Steps, 2/9 pair

Slop Pails, 2/-

Rug Straps, 6d. pair

Clothes Baskets, 2/-

Dessert Knives, 2/3 half doz

Table Knives, 2/6 half doz.

Housemaid's Gloves, 1od. pair

Britannia Metal Tea Pots, 6/6

E.P. Breakfast Cruets, 4/-
Hat Boxes, 2[3, 2/9

Jap. Trunks, 6/9 24 inch
Tin Dippers, 23d

Shoe Brushes, 1/3 set
Brass Candlesticks, 6d.
Knife Boards, s5%1

Coal Vases, 4/-

Bedroom Fenders, 3/-
Soap Boxes, 3d.

Box Irons, 1/10

Fire Shovels, 3d
Sponges, 3d.

Banister Brushes, 4d.
Wash-up Tins, 5d.,6d x1d, 1/3
Canary Cages, 1/3

Parrot Cages, 1/9, 2/3
Sad Irons, 11d.
Washboards, rod.
Bellows, 1/-

Salt Boxes, 8d.
Enamelled Candlesticks, 4d.

‘i Colanders. 1/8

= Teapots, 2/-

e Saucepans, 1od.
Copper Kettles, 5 pint, 5/6
Tin Colanders, 7d.

Tea Canisters, 8d.
Hair Brooms, 19
Meat Choppers, 7d.
Mincers, 4/3 each
Tin Openers, 4d.
Scrubs, 4d.

Table Lamps, 1/6
B:acket Lamps, 1od.

DEPARTMENT—A Complete Btock kept of Cups and Saucers, Plates, Dishes, Teapots
i for Boolals, Tea Meotings, &c., at Speclal Low Rates, 1 ;
Take m Ritzroy Tram., Stopa at the Door. Open till 10 o'elosk Saturday Nights.
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He was six-feet-four, portly but not heavy,
and with a soldierlike carriage, which seemed
to make his slightest movements important.
His hair was prematurely white, and he wore
it long, even for the fashion. His talk was
entirely unlike that of any other man that I
knew. He had read a great deal, and his
sentences had a stately, high-stepping style
that contrasted oddly with the dialect of the
backwoods.

Mrs. Sylvestre was a dark angular woman,
with an intellectual face and sad, brown eyes.
Rachel had her cut of features, but without
her angularity or her sadness of expression.

People were beginning to call Rachel a
beautiful girl. She was slim and graceful as a
willow-tree, and ber great eyes flashed and
glowed and cooled like the embers on the
hearth. I remember to have wondered one
day, as she flitted here and there ard cut
slices of her own snowy bread and poured
out fragrant coffee for hungry men, whether
any sorrow or change could sharpen her face
into a spiritual likeness to her mother.

What made Mrs. Sylvestre a sad woman I
could not guess. Judged by the narrow
standards which my experience afforded me,
her lot was most fortunate. Her husband
had more land and honors than any other
man in the neighborhood, and her daughters
were envied by every girl for miles around.
Perhaps the look of sadness was, after all,
only an expression she wore through habit,
as she wore the neat white cap over glossy
locks, which certainly no one could care to
conceal.

Rachel was her father's pride, and Martha
was his pet. I fancy girls were older at
seventeen and fifteen then than they are now.
At any rate, the young girls I see about me
nowadays seem to me much less staid and
womanly than these seemed then. Rachel
kept her father's accounts with exquisite
neatness, and Martha's needlework was the
pride of the neighborhood. Their accom-
plishments were those of bygone times, no
doubt, but they were womanly and daughter-
ly, and at the time they were thought of
highly.

Rachel sang well, though she never had
what they call now * voice culture.” She
seemed to dislike anything like parade of her
talent, but her father was very proud of it,
and often asked her to sing for us in the
evening.

“My eldest daughter has a melodious voice,
albeit not strong,” the colonel used to say. 1
think that Rachel’s voice was fairly strong,
but it was not considered proper for a man
to give his children unqualified praise.

One night Stephen asked Rachel to sing,

MR. R. BARNES,
DENTIST,

78 Gertrude 8t., Fitzroy.

Red)
ellow) trams

Bourke-st.

trams | Pass the
Collins-st. }

Door.

« Come, Ye Disconsolate.” He did not care
for the religious sentiment of the hymn, per-
haps, but associations meant much to him, for
it was a favorite with our mother. Beyond
this, the noble air, no doubt, appealed to his
ear.
Rachel frowned slightly, and looked at her
father. He shook his head. I think Rachel
is not in the habit of singing the piece you
mention,” he said, with grand politeness.

Martha slipped her hand into her father's.
I think it is a beautiful piece,” she said, with
her winsome smile.

He smiled back at her indulgently, but
Rachel sang no more that night.

The incident would have made no impres-
sion on me, had it not called up statement I
had often heard, that Colonel Sylvestre was a
bitter infidel, and that he kept  The Age of
Reason" on his table instead of the Bible I
had never heard him say anything about his
opinions, but no doubt they had influenced
Rachel, who was a constant companion of
her father. .

We boys slept on the hay in the big barn.
I have slept on few better beds since, judg-
ing from the soundness of my slumbers.

One night someone proposed an impromp-
tu dance on the floor of the barn. Colonel
Sylvestre sanctioned the idea very heartily,
but cautioned us about using lights, as there
was still a quantity of old hay in the loft, and
a strawstack just outside.

“ The amusement of the young people is a
very desirable object,” he said in his fine way,
¢ but scarcely to be purchased at the cost of
my buildings and stock.”

“ The moonlight is good enough for us,”
said Ross Turner, who was keen for the frolic.
“We can see enough by it to have a power
of fun.”

The colonel compromised by allowing
torches for the fiddlers, and, our day's work
being done, Stephen and I started off in a big
waggon to gather up the girls in the neighbor-
hood. Thus informal was society, even
among the upper ten, in that far-agone time
of which I write.

I tell things as they were. The farmer
who did not set forth his whisky for his hands
in the harvest was accounted mean and mis-
erly. Colonel Sylvestre’s whisky was good
and plentiful, and some of those who had
partaken of it freely in the harvest field that
day partook still more freely at the dance.
The whisky was a better article than the vile
stuff which bears that name to-day, but it
was whisky.

Ross Turner, long before the evening was
over, bgcame even more silly than nature had
made him. Arabel Holcomb needed nothing
to 1mprove upon nature. He made foolish
jokes, and she giggled at them until he
thought they were gocd. Between drink
and vanity, he was in a pitable state.

Rachel danced but a few times. I suspect
that she cared little for our rude amusements
though she made pretense that her duties as
hostess kept her busy.

Abogt ten o’clock, Ross Turner sauntered
up to Rachel and said, in a familiar way
“ Come on and have a turn, Rachel.” §

Talk about seeing things in people’s faces!
I wonder ff any other face showed as much
as Rachel's did that night, when she turneq

to Ross, her nostrils dilating and her o

flashing, and said, in the terribly quiet \'oies
I learned to know well afterward, « ”cle
dance, I shall dance with a man I

Ross slunk away, and I saw him ng mor,
that night. In a moment Stephen came y ;
and said, ¢ Are you not going to dance with
me just once, Rachel ?"”

She did not turn her head toward him but
she answered pleasantly enough : A

“Not just now. Ask me again in half o
hour, and I will tell you.”

He must have asked her again, for in na)f
an hour they were moving over the floor, anq
everybody was looking after them. They
were both tall. He was nobly built, and she
was exquisitely graceful. Both had a cer.
tain highborn manner, which I do not knoyw
how to describe, but which seemed in a way
to set them apart from the other young people
of the neighborhood. Perhaps it was family
pride that put the idea into my head, but it
seemed to me that the young women were
envying Rachel almost as much as the young
men envied Stephen.

Once, as they came near me, I heard
Stephen say, “ Oh, but this is a pleasure."”

And in the light of the torches I thought I
saw a little frown on Rachel’s face, as she
answered :

«“It has always seemed to me a rather
childish pleasure.”

When Rachel came by again, she asked
me to go to the house and look for Martha,
who had mysteriously vanished.

As I entered the unlighted kitchen, I heard
Martha saying:

¢ But you do not think it wicked to dance,
do you, mother ? I will never do it any more,
if I make you unhappy.”

“No, no, child—do not mind me at all. I
do not think it is wicked. I wish you to
please your father in all things, as you know.
I was brought up differently, and I cannot
enter into your pleasures, but 1 have no
desire to deprive you of them. Go back and
enjoy yourself, my child.”

I would have slipped out without being seen,
but the jar of the door betrayed me. Martha
was kneeling on the floor, with her hands in
her mother’s lap. I could see only outlines
in the moonlight, but I guessed there weré
}ears in the girl's eyes. She sprang to her

eet.

“It is I—Joseph,” I said. ‘¢ Rachel has
sent me to say she needs you,” I said awk-
wardly. But Mrs. Sylvestre spoke at once :

“Go back to your company, daughter:
You have been away from them too long
already.”

I thought Martha was trembling as W€
went back to the barn, She was a loving
sensitive creature, and could never bear t©
have anyone near her unhappy.

“ Mother's parents were very strict Pres:
byterians,” she said; “they thought dancing
and all such amusements were wrong.
agrees with father about all such things now
only she can't get used to them. I'm S°
sorry "

It was two o'clock in the morning Whe?
the gaiety was over, The girls were t0
Rachel’s guests for the rest of the night.
for us boys, we tumbled down upon the hay
in our loft with scanty ceremony.



