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asks you to do? Just to come and con-fess and o - bey him,

bard-ness and sin, How long at your heart he's been knock-ing,
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AN CHRISTIAN.

INTRODUCTION.

In the gracious goodness of our ever pre-
sent Fathir, we have been sgared to pz?s
through another year of sowing in our Lor hs

field, and now meet together to discuss t t;

“ harvest,"” and review the achievements 0

the past year. As a Committee, the best

and brightest part of our report, is that which
refers to the work at Lismore. We rejoice
to think that the cause there is now fairly on
its way to become self-supporting. The
year's work has been very fruitful in the
ingathering of souls; but the still more
pleasing feature of the work is the consolida-
tion of the church, and the erection of a
beautiful meeting place. Without overlook-

ing the labors and laborers of former years,

we think we are justified in affirming that

the credit for a large measure of this success

must be given to our esteemed T. B. Fischer.

Under God, be has been the honored instru-
ment for a very gratifying result.

Turning from Lismore, however, com-
paratively little progressive work has been
done in the country districts. Here and
there faithful little bands of brethren * meet
and remember the Lord,” and do useful
gospel work also, but no distinct advance
bas been made.

We, as a Committee, are convinced that
our need primarily is an efficient State evan-
gelist, and hope this Conference will instruct
::l:rkm:ommg Committee to secure such g

er,

The reports from other churches speak for
themselves, and will doubtless receive due
attention throughout the day. We note
with thankgiving the enlargement and de-
velopment of the work at Enmore, and re.
Joice with the brethren there on thé comple-
,tf_:’l‘):étal:?g 50 years jubilee, and their new

. But let us turn aside from the consi
tion of purely local work, to discuss a d:::

tion of wider interest
ful brethren, vig.res * 1225t t0 all though.

L—OUR POSITION 1N THE RELIGIOUS WORLD,

Turn to 1 Cor, 1; 26. I, “F
your calling, brethren, hgw, thagrg:tb;h:x:d
wise after the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, ave payt thevein (marg, li.v )

but God chose the foolish things
that he might put to shame lgheﬁﬁtllfa‘: O;l'd
wise ; and God chose the weak things of the
world, that he might put to shame the thin §
atlg.re strong ; and the bage things of tge
worl ,hand the things that are despised diq
choose, :a, and the things that are not

that are ; that ng flesh shou]

B to nought the thin
BS  1876) ; § In
d glory b 7%h 2364; tof
He that giveth, le% h?r'n ;lf::; t00, ‘e “are nual, 1

3 i tolic declaration
i Lord.” This apos ;
ll:adtshfne to say, that it seems to Iil::i]itvlzgtxal
right conception of our work (r) as o
Christians, (2) as assemblies c;f s:;x;ls eitent
i some
f the body of Christ, 15 to SO
gsasr:n(:ial to the successful execution of our
mission. 1f we would pursue our course

with holy confidence, stedfast faith, becomxn%
enthusiasm, and joyful hopefulness, we mus
have some idea of the place we occupy 1n
the religious community, of what G‘(‘)d ex-
pects us to do, for in the last issue Duty
alone is ours, results belong to God.

It is clear we occupy sonie place in the
great company of religious peoples ! What
is that place ? and what does it demand of
us?

Personally, I am of opinion that our great
need in this State is an ‘““organising secretary
and evangelist.”” I believe it would be a
profitable and soul saving investment for the
brotherhood to engage a suitable man to visit
the country districts, organise isolated baads
of brethren into small churches, organise
bush schools wherever we have a brother or
sister willing to teach, conduct short missions
in the centres, collect monies for the Com-
mittee’s work, distribute tracts and papers,
collect subscriptions for the AusTRALIAN
CHRISTIAN, and generally assist the honorary
sectetary to the more efficient development
of our cause. I believe it would be far
easier to get such a worker than to find a
fully qualified State evangelist. I am satis-
fied of this fact, that until more money and
more zeal is put into our Home Mission
Work, we shall never evangelise this State,

The pressing need js « Organisation,’
anisation,”

V\Le have members here, theregand every-
W e?, but they are not in touch with one
another, as they ought to be, and we have

' in New Zealang

to win «
We must ado N.S. W,

Pt a progressi
nfi organise our forces, iy

Programme gz
of o1

b el pompelled to admit a{ s i

S, Witk popuiare 2 Small people, T,

1890), Where we gy O Of 62,970,666 (in

J) .
eIE are the ﬁgu’:::f}cauy 3 small pegpe!

Population, Qup Me
. ’ m i
State June 30, 1904, last Coufl:;zsnl“cf

New South Wales 1,445,728

5 5 = 2,466
Victoria 1,206,098 7,192
Queensland . 510,048 900
South Australia... 369,045 3.874
West Australia ... 238,003 1,28
Tasmania 177,949 500
Commonwealth ... 3,956,771 16,216
New Zealand 842,222 2,700

4,798,995 18,016
Grand total, 18,916, that 1s, say, 1 in every
250 people.

I quote these figures to show that our
numerical strength, even in the United
States of America, is small when compared
with the great population upon which to
work.

Is our growth and strength numerically a
criterion of our spiritual strength and in-
fluence?  No, our numerical gains do not
rightly interpret our direct or indirect in-
fluence. We may,and I believe we have had,
a vast unseen influence in this Common-
wealth ; our teachings have modified relig-
ious thought and practice. In one sense we
are indebted to the leaders and reformers of
other religious bodies, for all Christians are
“the sons of the prophets”; in another
sense they are indebted to us and to oW
leaders for truths which had been long
hidden beneath the debris of tradition. )

The veriest simpleton amongst us can s¢
that our movement and our plea fs ma'klﬂsg
considerable progress in many dxrect}oﬂs:
outside of our own immediate cong'l’egat“";i_’
but those of us who reflect upon its beauds
ful simplicity and adaptability to the neic_
of the age, and the Commonwealth eShP”e
ially, are often found wondering why we
made so little progress in the past.

I am satisfied that the plea
blame. Our spiritual influence 1o o
future will be according to the meast:v o
our fidelity to the ¢ ancient lanqmaflfs waah
they of old time have set in our mhent?orious
for verily, we have entered into the 8 ation
labors of the pioneers of this resto thei
movement, who have entered ‘‘into
rest,”

2. Take a bird's eye view of !
genevally.  What do we discover ?
Bumbers 1,400,000,000 of people ;
of whom have never heard the HAE
Lord Jesus Christ as their Saviou hat de:
Stll in gross darkness similar to

is not to

! | o 00y B
Picted in Romans 1 : 21-32. DY ”ﬁi; yast
the rate of 100,000 a day! TO Jlions*

Bost of 1000 millions we number 1} ™
T We not a small people ? aking
€ justly pride ourselves OF n
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50,000 converts to Jesus Christ a year in
U.S.A. A grand result in itself, but com-
paratively how small! Why, twice that
number DIE DAILY without Christ!! Let
this fact sink into your mind!!!

3. Take a bivd's eye view of the veligions

world. 'What do we see? Six great
sections :—
(1). Heathenism ... 856,000,000

R. Catholicism, 1g0...

(2)- Greek Catholicism, 84___{274»000,000

(3). Mahomedanism . 170,000,000
(4). Protestantism . 116,000,000
(5). Jews ... 8,000,000
(6). The church of the N.T. 1,250,000

Amidst these six great sections, steeped in
gross iniquity, superstition, worldliness,
priestcraft, sectarianism, blindness and
apathy, we have to discover the Bride of
Christ—that peculiar people—the sanctified
in Christ Jesus, “who walk not after the
flesh, but after the Spirit.”

I want you brethren to face this fact, for
it is a fact, and a somewhat depressing fact
too unless we rightly grasp our position and
our mission and duty.

To those who are looking for the reign of
righteousness and world conversion, in THIS
dispensation through the gospel agency, and
through the instrumentality of the church it
presents a stupendous task. It is, too, a
severe indictment against our indifference
and lukewarmness as custodians and stewards
of the gospel of the grace of God.

A writer in the Morning Star of September
last, summarises this spiritual condition of
affairs, and whilst I do not deny or forget
the ameliorating influence of Christianity
throughout the centuries, still there is suf-
ficient truth in his word to make us seriously
consider our position. Listen:—

* Thoughtful men have good cause to
deplore the present decline of sound evan-
gelical teaching and the rapid spread of
Romish error and influence. Many of those
who may be said to hold the truth are in-
fected by the prevailing spirit of Latitudi-
narianism. So-called liberal thought is a
great snare to many. Men, out of fear of
being called or thought narrow-minded, are
beginning to cease their solemn protest, and
to conform to practices which their godly fore-
fathers unceasingly condemned. World-
liness is rife on all hands. Frivolity marks
every class of society. The commercial
classes, in their reckless race to be rich, fall
into selfishness and dishonesty. Our popular
literature is full of the impure and sceptical.
Sorcery and necromancy are practised under
the pame of spiritualism, while the many
social problems of our overgrown cities are
baffling every attempt to deal with them.
Mark the decline of religious education in
the public schools of our land, owing to the
unhappy differences of Christian men.

Indeed, the outlook is very sad and de-
pressing. Think of the covert or open in-
fidelity of the masses; of the rationalism
and scepticism on all hands; of the evils
wrought by science, falsely so-called ; and of
the evils in the church itself. Our Noncon-
formist churches are to-day admitting all
kinds of deadly leaven, Where is the
church's witness for Christ and for truth?
The very name of Christ is being blasphemed

among men, by reason of the want of faith-
fulness in his professed followers. Traths
for which the martyrs died are now belng
questioned, and thought of little worth.
That which men held to be true, even in our
own early days, is now being given up. The
Scriptures are often misquoted or denied.
The Bible is not now studied by the pro-
fessing Christian, as once it was: and, asa
natural consequence, heresy lays hold upon
him. ¢Nevertheless, the foundation of God
standeth sure, having this seal, the Lord
knoweth them that are his; and let every
one that nameth the name of Christ depart
from iniquity ' " (2 Tim. 2: 19).
II.—WHAT IS OUR BUSINESS.

If it be to “convert” the world (as many
religious teachers contend), think of the
tremendous energy and zeal it demands of
us to assist in the bringing in of universal
righteousness!| Who is sufficient for these
things ? But, if it be (as I personally believe
it is) a position of protest against widespread
departure from the truths of the gospel—and
one of faithful witness for Jesus Christ—and
one of definite testimony for the sovereignty of
God's Son and God's Word and God's church—
and one of zealous evangelisation and pro-
clamation of the gospel at home and abroad
—as a witness until the Lord comes—we may
well say, “Our sufficiency is of God.” For
—given certain gifts and graces we may
press forward on our God appointed way
with all confidence, knowing that the victory
is sure. If this be our position and our
mission, and our business—then our great
concern is #of primarily numerical increase
(of course that is an important and intensely
real factor in the final issue), but our concern
is—

1. To know our Lord’s will,

To teach our Lord's commands.

To obey our Lord's precepts.

To testify our Lord's desires.

. To expect our Lord’s return.

. To do our utmost to prepare the world
and his people for the coming.

Whatever we may think about this special
idea of the church as a witness in an ungodly
age, we all agree that the fundamental part
our business is %o spread the news of salvation
through Jesus Christ.

This leads one to a practical question.

1I.—WHAT ARE QUR NEEDS?

Take them in order.

(a) Greater love for the Bible! We want to
pay more earnest heed to the things that.were
heard, lest baply we drift away from them
(Heb. 2: 1, R.v.). Only take heed to thy-
self, and keep thy soul diligently, lest thou
forget the things . . . . lest they depart from
thy heart all the days of thy life (Deut. 4: g):
This book wants to be more than ever re-
garded as the final court of appeal in all
questions of religion.

The religious world is as honey-combed
with doubt and uncertainty, as the irreligious
world is riddled with indifference and unbe-
lief. The growing tendency is to regard all
forms of faith, and all sacred books as au-
thoritative to the people who use them.
The world's parliament of religions and com-
parative study of religious thought the world
over have led many to suppose that the

oy ®

religion of the Bible is only “a religion
amongst religions,” containing as much error
as mauny of the rest, and very little more
truth than most. The great appeal is to
seek truth in every form of faith. It is said
¢ the study of other religious books helps us
toa greater appreciation of the Bible.” This
should be true, but it often leads to the con-
clusion that, seeing there are so many truths
in every creed, therefore all creeds are of
divine origin, and may all be regarded as
revelations from God. We as a people have
been noted for our loyalty and devotion to
the supreme authority of the Bible, and never
in the history of our movement was it more
important than now, that we should affirm
that ¢ the Bible and the Bible only™ contains
the one authoritative revelation of human
redemption through a Divine Redeemer.
Whatever truths may be held by other
nationalities or denominations, and no matter
how much we may be indebted to those
religions for “proofs” concerning “the truth"”
itself, one thing is clear (to my mind at least)
the Bible alone contains #he truth ! As Bible
students we need to demand constantly,
the ¢ thus said the Lord" for religious con-
victions. We need to affirm with no un-
certain sound that ¢ Christ spake as one
having authority and not as the Scribes."”
We may confidently say in the words of
Charles A. Briggs of New York.

«“All the sacred books of the world are
now accessible to you; study them, compare
them, recognise all that is good, and noble
and true in them all, and tabulate the results,
and you will be convinced that the Holy
Scriptures are true, holy and divine."

Our pioneers in this restoration movement
won great victories over sin, error and tradi-
tion, because they loved, revered, trusted
and knew their Bible from cover to cover.
These days call for similar confidence in *“the
Holy Scriptures.” Love for the Bible will
lead to—

(%) Deeper love for the church of the New Tes-
tament. 1 fear we do not love the church as
we ought. We are prone to yearn after the
greater apparent influence of the sects around
us. We see and feel at times the advantages
of “efficient ministers,” ‘¢ comfortable edi-
fices,” qualified professors, good music, large
meetings, enthusiastic gatherings: but what
are these things if purchased at the sacrifice
of truth? I yield to no one in my apprecia-
tion of these advantages, and will welcome
any improvements in our methods of work or
service, provided we retain our present love
for the simplicity of the church as established
by Christ and his apostles. The great essen-
tials are the power and presence of the
divine Spirit, the knowledge and advocacy
of the divine Word, loyalty and fidelity to
the divine ordinances, and the love and self-
sacrifice of the divine Christ, coupled with
whole-souled devotion and prayerful conse-
cration to Christ as ““the head of the church.”
Given these essentials, a church will glorify
its head, no matter how disadvantageous its
externals. This leads me to the question of

1. Our relationship to the sects. 1 do not
expect to see organic union in my time.
There may be a federation of sects as sects,
but from that union of systems we shall by
virtue of our loyalty to the New Testament
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be excluded. Much of the talk of Christian

v or else

e ely sentimental oratory, 0 le R m

i‘tm?: ;su?e]; zdenominmon umc:?;.e trel(l)df 51?5(:;%5 of f?l'gil:usindtinzctual corporate

trpad tej?]ice tt? bea;uatn?hiiezmion does difficulty of bring g bodies increases 1o
of thought and action—

: ; two religious i
not directly affect us at present. Teuth wlt ;’;ﬂli?o? 1:Keir nearness to others. Assuming

f it
: ) ill yet “be I reason Or reasons O
o o o I o e
one, U 3 hieved by may it and certainly there 1
be-desired and will never be achi . there are conditions, . capable
- itudes,” or displaying ior to all opposing forces cap
talking mere  platitudes,” or superior to all op ; 1d-
v:oeﬁxlg limpness regarding New s amEet g? ‘;:;dugiug a Chnst-hono;'ll;:%;hzm]joxozur
do(c)triness. iour asked a question which has ~convincing unil:Y alﬁv;:etnruth-" :
e red, “ Howbeit, when the Lord in sincerity th. in Gore's * Lux Mundi,
yet tofbif ausweum.h chall bo find faith LR I]hngwgr", cave. “The simplest
Sc}n . R.Van‘ tﬁg faith ') on the earth?" or Problem of Pamd knogs’that in his present
& a;g.b “u Notwithstandiog although the ~Christian decloRn the way to union with
g:x: :frh;;’ come, will he, after all, find the state thaduncfiwin‘:s)’»is the ¢ Via Dolorosa '—
faith on the earth" (Marg. perbaps, “this both Go falltixe cros;." When we truly know
faith ). Regarding Christian union, then, :ge Iv,v:{d?s B i Fhis people,”
in my opinion, our position is to study, know, the quickly sink human opinions and

doctrines, precepts and we shall an_opinion
:?&?a:gstgfa ill:etggurglg l:s tl;el:ein rgvealed embrace one another as Christians in light of

and await results. We have nothing tlo lose S?l‘i’Pta"t?llr;‘l‘?i’e‘;‘g‘tthls oYellogithe crown
edfastness, for in the end all true lovers will natura ol
gf, ti:xt?: av:vill be’ drawn by sheer force of cir- (c) Passionate love for the Ias\fvl This lls a'}qs:ni.
cumstances to New Testament conceptions great need amongst us. We Slufgvy N
of unity and union. As years go by the more zeal for perishing sinners e dave
world will probably witness (a) A godless great privileges and honors as the. children
heathen world, partly evangelised; (6) a of God, but do we remember sufficiently the
huge church, nominally Christian, but filled /Josses of those who are not members of the
with worldliness; (c) A wumited Christian body of Christ? Our Lord uses us to win
church upon the simple teachings of our souls. y
Lord and his apostles alone. There is one The Macedonian cry comes to us from the
step towards union we have been considering  streets and alleys of this great city, from the
and may yet be called upon to consider still inland towns and villages of our States, and
more closely, viz..— from the islands of the sea, “ Come and help
2. Union with our Baptist brethyen.—In this us"—People for whom Christ died! We
State the prospects are certainly hopeful for want to-day, as we sit in Conference, to hear
ultimate organic union, but the time is not  their cry | and earnestly strive to save some |
yet.  Our view points upon the doctrines of To effect this we must have, lastly—
1) The work of the Holy Spirit, (@) Supreme love for Chyist. He is « the
2) The design of baptism, great centre and hope of the church.” In
3) The offize of the minister, or evangelist, all our activities, aspirations and desires
(4) Church order, want to be Christ-inspired, W, e
(5) Distinctive names, to remember him untti,l he co:le?.eetov:;ie}:z
are somewhat different, and we shall not sponsibility in the interim is to ¢ be reagy"....
effect union by compromise, but by Scrip- waiting, watchin king | £
tural study and fraternal intercourse, With The ,unravellig, w?r [,;ng : ;
us, and I believe with them, there is no sin, error trad':3 iRt tan gled skgxg of
desire for union unless it be upon a distinctly con’trover; hl_llon, superstition, religious
Scriptural basis. I trust that future meet- jcal theor{;in% l:z%ph;;egﬁugung, attoiat:
. ) | ation general]
Beve e whatsnd the P o 12 COmeS” Thy
ogether untj
the Lord of the haryegt effects ag separ;?é:]l

and reigns in righteousness, When that wi]|

ich fittingly de-

i sentence whic o
Tlc'lt;ts gfx‘:’dagbrts to unite Wﬂ::le t;::eB;afpthe
s It seems &S if it weics, e

way for still closer fellowship,

€re are some of our brethren who sa
“there is no hope of union with us and y,

1 k the be we know

: not, b :
s:lmfsa;’??}fﬁih ggrzizeyiﬁndf%m evan-  gospel of salvmi'onui:wti dtc;a knr%w ‘hhat A
e e BUlt of God," and  whole inhabited earth as g St o the

! ; ot have the positi : testimg
g;veb :t; tlit;m Itfh we could give up ol:xr p:aoslllti:: ﬂ:t?;} :“:d then shal] the end Y for all
the great Luth::n: l:ll:cntny::‘:)lg “ Jeue?fiy ’ t.’“t .To quote C, H, Spurgeon' “G
by faith alone stands jp the wa;.}' cation his name| g things neeq maki lory be tq

trend of religious thought The they are sadly batter
in favor of non-sacexdogtali;:: :‘:éet;: s d e that the ol es":f‘l‘i':o

of altruism, 0 yery many people will acy - as";%g:ﬁa:i?f’ a;i that creation pyt oy her
. 4 0

In an address
Association annual

ing at § ; mpetent f, 2
England, o Septemlll::el 8 at Southport, i, Alread or the perform
question °f°°'°PHltiourb:[7‘:h' 1902, on the anq for cenzuri:sl;? COmmenceq hisaf: i

and Ameri Etween our Engligh, as 5 labor,
meriean brethten in Englang, 17, songi:teyv.v diseyhaneaétisa " hmfﬁ'i?cf'ﬁi :::dmaki

Ye he wij Digke s

DEW the
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N

o - \
whole constitution of humap gover
and human nature shall be chan edngnem’
grace ; and there shall come: a da Y hig
when the body shall.be made ney, 6"; too,
joy to belong to a kingdom in which eVat a
thing is being made new by the Dower Ofery.
king! We are not ¢ dying out n_is the
hastening on to a more glorious Jjfe, Des are
the opposition of the powers of evil Dite
glorious Lord is accomplishing hjg D :ur
and making us and all things about uSP Se,
and as full of beauty as when they first few
from the hand of the Lord.” ame

Our needs then, are, more love f,
Christ and his church, and Perishing oyl
Though we are a small people, yet oy, posi.
tion is a glorious one, and our duty is (Gy|
5:1), Stand fast in the liberty Wherewith
Christ has made us free, and be not agaip
entangled in a yoke of bondage.

May God's blessing rest upon every indj.
vidual Christian now present, and may this
Conference strengthen our faith and send us
out determined to contend earnestly for the
faith once for all delivered to the saints,

I truth,

Goldfields Conference,

The fifth Conference of the Goldfields
churches of Christ was held in the Kalgoorlie
chapel, Egan-street, on Jan. 26th, Pro.
ceedings opsned at 11 a.m. with a devotional
service led by A. ]J. Saunders of Boulder,
At 11.30 business of Conference was pro-
ceeded with, the chair being occupied by
the President, W. L. Campbell. Apologies
were received from Sec. Bro. Argus of Cool-
gardie and A. A. Lightfoot of Perth for their
non-attendance. Executive report showed
that we had, in coojunction with the other
churches, taken action against Sunday labor,
sport and trading, which we hope will result
in good being accomplished, although this
end of the vineyard is very stony. Church
reports from Coolgardie, Kalgoorlie and
Boulder were encouraging, and showed good
progress. At 2.30 a devotional service was
held by Bro. Walkerden, of Boulder. Busi-
ness resumed at 3 p.m. Resolved that ar-
fangements be made to hold missions in
early spring, per medium of State evangelist,
T. Hagger, by combined effort among tb.'?
three G. F. churches; also combined picnic
after same. Resolved that we take further
action against Sunday sports, liquor t_rafﬁc'
etc. Officers for ensuing year :—President
A. ]. Saunders; Vice-President, G. Banks;
Sec., C. Pond; Treas., J. Robinson. full

vening, 8 p.m., public meeting, qn
ouse. ~President elect, A. J. Saunders !
the chair. Addresses by J. Stone (BOU’d")j
“ Christ and Christian Unity ”; G. L. CampP
bell, «“ Christ anqg Science”’; A. J. Saundt‘;‘j’%ﬂ
“Christ and Social Work.” Three splen ‘Ia
addresses, arousing great enthusiasm. Spei’he
Sioging by the friends much appreciatqdr ing
Singing of hymn No. 176 Sankey's b"“’g‘m[
0 @ close a very enjoyable and Succesf o
Conference, We thank God for the b‘;
Slogs he has bestowed in the past, and préy

that they m i
Feb. ¥ ay be continued. c. E. P.

M
We still have a fa ol istia e
w copies of the Chris ces
Mentary on Sunday Scho%ll Lessons for 1905- Fd
41 by post, 4/6.
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Christ Our Healer.
Topic for March 13th.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS AND READINGS.
A paralytic ... Luke 5 : 18-26.
By word of mouth . Luke 7 : 2-10.
An afflicted child . Luke 9 : 38-42.
On the Sabbath day . Luke 13 : 10-13.
A blind man ... Luke 18 : 35-43.
A healed people ... . Rev. 21 : 1-5.

Christ, the Great ... (Luke 4 :16-19; 5:
Physician .. 127-32; 1 Pet. 2: 23

Coy - Treg
J ESUS Christ is the only Physician

who never lost a single case.
He never refused to take on a
case. There is no disease, no body
or mental affiiction, for which he
cannot successfully prescribe. The
troubles of all peoples of all ages
can be relieved by him. The poor
are as well cared for as the rich. For all these
reasons, he is pre-eminently the Great Physician.
It is splendid to think that no one need ever come to
Jesus and go away unsatisfied. Millions by their
experience testify that he is both able and willing
to meet the various needs of men.

Q)
S

)

To appreciate the beneficent influences of the
Great Physician and the effect of his miracles of
healing upon the hearts and minds of the people,
we must remember the condition of Palestine.
¢ Palestine now, as doubtless was the case in the
days of our Lord, seems fairly overrun with those
affiicted by one form or another of bodily ailment."
For those thus grieviously afflicted there is and was
but little help. There were no hospitals or poor-
houses. The doctors of the land, to put it mildly,
were not men of commanding ability or of much
scientific knowledge ; indeed the Talmud says,
“ The best of physicians deserves hell.””  Speaking
of the need of healing in the East, Tristram writes:
* Imagine, if you can, the condition of a country in
which there are no doctors, where the healing art
is only practised by a few quacks, who rely more on
charms than on physics for their cures. Such is
now and such was Palestine in our Lord's day.
Until the medical missionaries were sent by several
English societies, there was not a physician in the
land, and even now there are very few. Insuch a
country as this, with sick and crippled in every
village, picture the eager excitement when the news
spreads that there is a good physician arrived in
the town.” '

The Saviour must have spent much of his time.in
healing. Most of the recorded miracles deal with
his alleviation of human suffering. Besides, the::e
are passages which show that those mentioned in
detail are to be regarded as but samples of his

words of mercy. See Matt. 4 : 24; 8:16; 9: 35,
etc. These were in the first place signs of his
Messiahship. But they also showed his heart of
love and sympathy. His continued healing of
disease must also be reckoned with in forming our
estimate of the meaning and objects of suffering.
It must be noted, however, that with Jesus the
healing of the body was not the only nor the chief
thing. The disease most urgent in its demand for
healing was not a bodily one. Alford says:
‘“ Disease, then is just the beginning of death. It
is, in its various forms, that part of the dark
procession of miseries consequent on sin, which
ushers in the dread executioner of the primitive
sentence, ‘ Thou shalt surely die.” So that he who
came to abolish death, and to bring life and
immortality to light through the gospel, might well
be expected, among his .wonderful works performed
in confirmation of this his mission, to heal diseases.
For he would thus be showing the great restoration
which he came to effect in our whole nature: the
health, and life, and vigour, which accompany his
presence, and his touch, and his word.”

Matthew saw in the Saviour’s miracles of healing
a fulfilment of the evangelical prophet’s prediction
(Isa. 53 : 4). ‘‘ Himself took our infirmities and
our diseases.” Plumptree says ‘* It was not merely
that he came, as one of boundless wealth, who
might scatter alms broadcast, but that he himself
‘took’ and ‘ bore’ the sufferings which he removed.
He suffered with those he saw suffer. The power
to heal was intimately connected with the intensity
of his sympathy, and so was followed (as analogous
works of love are followed in those who are most
Christ-like in their lives), by weariness and physical
exhaustion.”

‘“They that are whole have no need of a
physician ™’ (Luke 5 : 31). No one ever was cured
who had nothing the matter with him. Jesus is no
Saviour but to the sinner. How that remark of
Christ disposes of an excuse, oft given to-day, for
an excuse for not accepting him as the Saviour.
People are ever saying, when asked to comply with
the terms of pardon, ‘“ Oh, I'm not good enough.
These people would never remonstrate with friends,
* Oh, don’t send for the doctor yet; wait till I get
rid of this influenza!” We do not wait until our
hands are clean before we wash them.

Yon must deal with the Great Physician as
fairly and sensibly as you would with the family
doctor, i.e., follow his directions, and attend to his
prescriptions. Imagine a man saying, * Yes,
doctor, I think your diagnosis is correct; I believe
you fully understand my case, and that you would
be able to cure me. Thank you for coming to see
me. Good-day!” and then declining to comply
with the doctor’s orders. But how many are
practically saying that to the Lord Jesus! Yes,
they believe he came to seek and to save the lost,
that he is the Great Physician of the soul, that he
is ablo to save them—but they never get any

further. How can they be healed? We must give
ourselves unreservedly into the hands of Christ:
not one who did so was ever lost.

The reading in Luke 4 : 16-19 gives what
Drummond called “The programme of Christi-
anity.” Jesus may be truly said to be still doing
this work, for ‘“1. The gospel multiplies friends,
and sympathy, and aid to the sick. 2. It inspires
the spirit which builds hospitals, and asylums, and
provides every possible means for relieving distress,
especially of the poor and friendless. 3. It cultiv-
ates, encourages, and makes possible the true
science, which is discovering the nature of disease,
and the true remedies, skill in nursing and surgery,
and the triumph of modern medical investigation.”
Let there be taken away all that we owe in this
regard directly to Christ and Christianity, and then
devoutly hope that you will never be sick.

Seventy years ago, as a special feature, there
was established what may be called the crowning
glory of missionary work. In a special sense are
these missionaries following the footsteps of the
Master, accompanying the preaching of the gospel
for sin-sick souls with bodily healing, Isabella Bird
Bishop said that ““all the experience of modern
missionaries in the East goes to show the wisdom
of the method employed by Jesus Christ and his
apostles in giving attention to diseased bodies as a
means of access to diseased souls.” Mackay, of
Uganda, said that ‘“‘ all genuine missionary work
must be in the highest sense a healing work.”
‘* Body, soul and spirit,”” writes A. T. Pierson,
‘“ have all been poisoned and diseased by sin, and
redemption must bring salvation to the whole man.
We cannot sever sin from sickness, and we cannot
but feel that there is more than a link of language
between holiness and wholeness, or health."”

Selected Thoughts.

You never can drive out the uncleanness of evil
thoughts except by pouring in the clean whelesome-
ness of the thoughts of Christ.—Speer.

They used to wound the balsam tree in order to
obtain its healing essence; and so for our trans.
gressions the Saviour was wounded.—Hamilton.

We honor an earthly physician by taking our
sickness to him, and not trying to save ourselves.

Often the disease can be far more easily wrought
if the disease is taken promptly to the physician.
So Christ will have us turn to him while we are
young.

There is no condition of the body so dangerous as
insensibility ; when that comes on we know that
death is near. And so the most dangerous condi-
tion of the soul is insensibility to sin.

Do you go in the dark to your medicine shelf and
pick out a bottle at random? Many do that way
with their Bibles—the medicine chest of the Great
Physician.

—The Endeavorer’s Daily Companion.

Notes and News.

We acknowledge with thanks the receipt of the
following donations towards the flag :—St. Arnaud,
3/3; Colac, 2/6; Horsham, 3/11; Taradale, 3/6.
Amount previously acknowledged, 14/-; Total, 27/2,
—G.1.W,
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« There can be neither Jew nor Greek, there
can be neither bond nor free, there can be
no male or female; for ye are all one 1n
Christ Jesus” (Gal. 3: 28). Indeed, the
whole drift of the epistle condemns Mr.
Carey's position, and asserts that Christian-
ity abolished at one stroke such artificial
distinctions. This would not be true if, at
the very start, it made a distinction between
Jew and Gentile as to the mode of their
entrance into the kingdom of God.

But the strange part of it is that after
making the foregoing statement, Mr. Carey
immediately goes back upon it by saying,
“ To be sure, in Peter's view there was no
contradiction between the conditions laid
down in Jerusalem and the later conditions
in Czsarea.” Just so, If, then, the condi-
tions of entrance into the kingdom were the
same in both cases, it is not quite clear how
the lg.ter ones ‘“concern and interest us as
gﬁul?‘sggsgﬂi Irt woulg]_ appear, however,
strained by ‘tbi ls:ios[::iulmm”S ]:Jave bee_n
(Peter's) own intent.” I‘?oe; wh:{’o%d hfs
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is so untenable that it must be atn And
abandoned. But, leaving this point =
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and risen Lord, till he reached the climax
thus: ¢ To him bear all the prophets witness
that through his name every one that
b_elievetb on him shall receive remission of
sins,’” So that faith is all. There is no
mentioned word about baptism.” It is just
here that Mr. Carey loses his sense of perspec-
tive. Asamatterof factin conversion, thefaith
that does not find expression in baptism is
not faith at all in the New Testament sense.
In Paul’s great argument on faith in his
epistle to the Galatians, he unites faith and
baptism in such a way that they cannot be
separated. ¢ For,” he says, ye are all sons
of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For
as many of you as were baptised into Christ
did pat on Christ” (Gal. 3 : 262])
Faussett, in his Commentary on Galatians,
says: “The argument is, By baptism ¥
have put on Christ ; and, therefore, he, being
the Son of God, ye become sons of adoptioh
by virtue of his Sonship through generation:
This proves that baptism, where it answers
to its ideal, is not a mere empty sign, but &
means of spiritual transference from the state
of legal condemnation to that of living uBIo®
with Christ, and of sonship through Bift X
relation to God.” The faith that saves h?:
in it the element of obedience, bence | of
that Luke tells us that ¢ a great CPm?,“ycts
the priests were obedient to the faith (Aing
6: %), which is only another way of safythe
that they were added to the nu{nber o
saved, Understanding it in_this seﬂsﬁaim
can also say with Mr. Carey
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troversy, considering that the revised version
acknowledges that they are omitted in the
two oldest Greek manuscripts and in some
other authorities.” Doubtless, it is a difficult
passage for Mr. Carey and those who think
with him to get over, but that fact scarcely
justifies him in attempting to throw discredit
upon its genuineness. Evidently the Revisers
thought it genuine, or else they would have
thrown it out altogether. The fact that it is
not found in the two oldest Greek MSS,
which belong to about the middle of the
fourth century, is more than counterbalanced
by the knowledge we have that it is in all
the Syrian, Egyptian and other translations
of the second and third centuries, and is
quoted as the last part of Mark’s gospel by
Irenzus, the most learned Christian writer
of the second century, and the student of
Polycarp, who had studied with the Apostle
John. Its omission from the two oldest
MSS, which are not in the roll form but in
leaves, might easily be accidental, but its
inclusion in the translations, and its confirm-
ation by Irenzus, can only be accounted for
on the grounds its genuineness. From the
evidence before us we have no hesitation in
accepting the last part of Mark as coming
from his hand. But supposing it did not
and was added by someone else to give
completeness to what was evidently an
unfinished document, is it therefore on that
account to be rejected as evidence? By no
means. Even on that supposition it is
valuable evidence, because it shows us how
the church, in its earliest days, understood
the Great Commission. If it had contained
teaching at variance with what was clearly
understood to be orthodox, it would have
been rejected at once. We ourselves
need have no hesitation in accepting it
for it is quite in harmony with the com-
mission in Matthew's gospel. ], Agar
Beet, one of the finest scholars the Wes-
leyan Church has produced, says: ¢ With
these words of Christ (Matt. 28 : 19-20),
those recorded in Mark 16 : 16 agree
so completely that it is almost needless to
enquire whether they originally formed a
part of the second gospel. By solemnly
ordaining baptism our Lord made it obliga-
tory on all who seek his favor ; and thus made
it a condition of salvation. 0
enjoy his smile while we refuse to obey his
express command. We therefore do not
wonder to find in this passage salvation is
promised only to those who both believe in
the gospel and confess their faith by receiving
baptism."”

Another stumbling block in the way of Mr.
Carey is the generally accepted meaning of
John™ 3: 5, consequently he proceeds to
remove it. Having decided that baptism 1s
not for the remission of sins, any passage
that seems to favor that view is to be
construed othecwise. Under his skﬂ_ful
manipulation it is made to appear that being
“born of water does mot refer to, and still
less does it cover Christian baptism at all.
It meant the baptism of John, which did but
prepare men for the Christian era. But we
are not baptised as Christians as a step
towards the birth of the Spirit. We are
baptised as we saw from the household of
Cornelius as those who are already Spirit
born,” By this he means us to infer that

For we cannot -
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the words of Jesus, “ Except one be born of
water and of the Spirit he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God” are not general but
special in their application. This kind of
exposition is familiar to us, it is so reminis-
cent of the pazdo-baptist style. ~What
wondrrful ingenuity they display in dodging
the plainest statements! But not more
wonderful than that displayed by Mr. Carey.
In his.hands the special becomes general and
the general becomes special, just as he wills
it. The special case of Cornelius is every
thing, while the case of Nicodemus does not
count, and as for Acts 2 : 38 that is to be
ignored as much as possible. Of the force of
John 3: 5 we will say nothing ourselves;
we will allow others to speak. H.A. W.
Meyer, who has been called “ the prince of
exegetes,” says, in his comment on Jobn 3:
5, ““(Ek hudatos k. pnewmatos) water, inas-
much as the man is baptised therewith (r
John 5: 7,8; Eph. 5: 26) for the forgiveness
of sins (Acts 2 : 38; 22:16; 1 Cor. 6: 11),
and Spirit, inasmuch as the Holy Ghost is
given to the person baptised in order to his
spiritual renewal and sanctification; both
logether—the former causa medians, the latter
as causa efficiens—coustitute the objective and
causative element, out of which the birth
from above is produced (¢%), and therefore
baptism is the lontron palingenesias (Titus 3 :
5). But that Christian baptism and not that
of John is to be thought of in hudatos, is clear
from the k. pnewmatos joined with it, and
from the fact that he who had already
appeared as the Messiah could no longer
make the baptism of his forerunner the
condition, not even the preparatory condi-
tion of his Messianic grace . ... That
hudatos (water) is put first is because the gift
of the Spirit as a rule followed upon baptism
(Acts 10 : 47 isan exceptional case).” Here
we see that Meyer distinctly contra-
dicts Mr. Carey in regard to John 3 : 5,
and also in regard to the case of Cornelius,
being of general application. Many other
authorities might be quoted against Mr.
Carey, but one more, and that a Baptist, will
suffice. Wilmarth says:—¢ Christ himself,
in his early Judean ministry ¢made and
baptised disciples.’ His preaching at the
outset, was of similar purport to that of John.
It is natural to suppose that his baptism (in
connection with repentance and faith) was,
like John's, in order to remission. We are
confirmed in this by our Saviour’s words to
Nicodemus, who came to him during that
early period to learn more fully, no doubt, of
the kingdom which Christ q.ud John were
preaching. Christ said to him: ¢ Except ye
be born of water and of the Spivit ye cannot enter
the kingdom of God,' viz., baptism and renewal
by the Spirit are the conditions of true
citizenship in the kingdom of God on earth.
Unquestionably, rpmission was one of the
blessings of that kingdom."

It is contended, however, by Mr: Carey
«that no meaning must be given to this much
controverted Scripture (John 3 : 5) that
weakens or contradicts the plain witness of
a later verse of the same great chapter. John
3: 16 is the whole gospel in a nutshell, “For
God so loved the world that he gave his only
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth on
him should not perish, but have eternal life.
No interpretation must be be put on verse 5,

which counfuses or limits verse 16.” In reply,
we may remark that it is a poor rule that
won't work both ways. Johmn 3 : 16 is a
great verse, and the disciples love it and
delight to preach from it. But great as itis,
it must harmonise with other great passages
found in the New Testament. In our view
the word  believeth " in this verse includes
all that is elsewhere insisted upon as neces-
sary to eternal life. It involves, as we bhave
said before, the idea of * obedience.” That
this is so may be clearly seen from verse 36
of the same chapter, ¢ He that believeth on
the Son hath eternal life; but he that
obeyeth not the Son shall not see life, but
the wrath of God abideth on him ™ (r.v.).
Here belicving on Jesus is placed in antithesis
to not obeying him. To believe in him is the
opposite of disobedience. It is therefore
clear that believing on the Son is made to
embrace obedience. With this thought be-
fore us, we can say with Mr. Carey, ¢ Faith
is not so much the irreducible minimum as
the all inclusive, all sufficing force.” We
would commend to Mr. Carey’s careful study
that very fine passage in Romans (16 : 25-27),
which runs as follows :—“ Now to him that
is able to establish you according to my
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ,
according to the revelation of the mystery
which hath been kept in silence through
times eternal, but now is manifested, and by
the Scriptures of the prophets, according to
the commandment of the eternal God, is
made known unto all the nations unfo obed-
ence of faith; to the only wise of God, through
Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory for ever.
Amen."”

From the Field.

The field is the world.—Matt 13: 38.
205

New Zealand.

DonepIy (King-street).—The annual meeting was
held on February 2nd, and we had the largest meeting
that we have had for years, J. M. Innes presided,
and a short prayer meeting was held beforehand.
The business was opened by calling upon the Secre-
tary, Jas. Lowe, to read the minutes of the previous
meeting. Afterwards the various reports were read
by him. ‘The Secretary's report showed the number
of members on the roll for the Tabernacle to be 305 ;
for Roslyn, 66; Country members, 47; total 418.
Losses by death, 2; by letter, xx; total, 13. Present
members 405. The evangelist's report showed that
he had a mission at Gore and at Oamaru. At both
places additions were made to the churches. During
the past year there were 82 baptisms ; 15 received by
letter; 6 reunited; 1 baptised believer; total ro4.
The Sunday School showed an increase of 145
scholars and 11 teachers. J. Inglis Wright is the
superintendent. The attendance at the prayer
meeting is steadily increasing, as also that of the
choir. The improvement class report showed an
increase of 50 during the past year. The student's
class, under H. Mahon, began with 2 and ended with
20 young men preparing for church work. The girls’
Bible band, under Sisters Austin and Miss Brown,
has 28 members, 19 of whom are young members of
the church. Our session has again commenced with
a good attendance and 3 new members. The morning
and evening meetings have also steadily increased.
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Kapina.—Three young girls who doei
(Bro. Moffit preaching), were baptiseq t: ed o By,
Bews has lost valuable members 0 B ere tq ”igh:
W. Barr, and Bro. Butler, who haye 0. anq siste;
Coast. Kadina also in Bro. and Sister Ihfomz to WES[
ferred to Balaklava. ellem' tragg,
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Queensland,

WEST MORETON CHURCHES.—The eighth
Conference meeting was held at Rosewoog ] Annyy
There was a good attendance of brethren 'auadnu.ary 2
The meeting being opened by a Ryns Sisters,
the brethren engaged in prayer. The i)l“fo of
Bro. Colvin, gave address of welcome, resideny,
and balance sheet of half-yearly Mmeeting v
which showed the income during the yeao ;s reag,
expenditure, £82/9/4, leaving a balance of £95/u/.;
The brethren were well pleased to have P, J P’4II/8.
Melbourne with them. He gave a very enéou‘:Ud.ol
address. Carl Fischer gave an address abou:Z‘nK
tent. He said that the fund was progressig the
well, and hoped during the year the tent wQs}gebe
at Marburg, Rosewood, Rosevale, Mt., Walker and
Boonah. Election of officers:—E. Colvin, Prc:i
dent; J. F. Henricksen, Vice President; ] Laﬂgdon.
Secretary; Bro. Primus, Treasurer. Election o;
Committee :—A. Kickbusche, F.Damrow, F.Suchting,
A. Henricksen, Albert Henricksen. At night;
church meeting was held over which C. Fischer pre-
sided. Bren. Colvin, Kickusche and Fischer gave

addresses.
Feb. 2. J. W. Lancoox.
O_

West Australia.

BunBURY.—On Sunday, s5th February, T. H.
Scambler spoke, at the close our hearts were glad-
dened by a married woman, mother of a Sunday
School scholar, coming forward and making the good
confession.

L.J.M.

Feb. 5.
—o_———-

Tasmania.

HoBarRT.—Bro. Kyme of Ballarat, Victoris, broke
bread with us this morning, when he also addressed
the church. At the close ot the gospel servicé to-

night, there was one confession.
Feb. 12. FW.S.

]S PR
New South Wales.

were imme
into the church
Wingham-
J. COLLINS:

sed
CuATHAM.—Three young persons g

in the river at Chatham and received
to-day. They will take membership at
Feb, 12,

Here and There.

ah 28 10:

Here a little, t.here a little.—Isai

10—

ool

It the Bubsoriber should dm;’l““ 8 st

mark in the above square, he ¥ xget
his Bubsoription is due and that °*

Would he glad of a Bettlement.

The general Dorcas Committee a0
very enjoyable picnic at Mordialloc on 14



keb. 23, 1905.

The mission at South Yarra closed on Sunday
night with 18 confessions, making forty-four in all.
Burwood Boys' Dorcas Rally will be held on

Wednesday, March 1st, Swanston-street
hall, from 10 a.m.

lecture

The brethren everywhere are asked to pray
unceasingly for the mission at Warragul, which
begins February 26th.

J. Greenhill reports a ood meeting at Surrey Hills
last Sunday night, with two confessions—a young
man and a young woman.

The following telegram is from Port Pirie, S.A.:—
** Splendid meetings Sunday, Bro. Gordon of George-

town conducting; two confessions.—W. C. OVERr-
LAND."

It was fifty years ago on February 15th, since W.
C. Thurgood landed in Melbourne from England.
He left London on November 1st, the trip to Mel-
bourne occupying 1035 days.

W. Morrow, of Port Pirie, passed through Mel-
bourne last week on his way to England, via America
He expects to visit Palestine and Egypt while away.

Twenty-seven broke bread at Preston on Sunday
morning last. At the close of an address given by
W. Dickens in the evening there were two confessions
—mother and son.

We have recived a few letters on ** Student Preach-
ing," but they are personal and offensive, and so
cannot go into our pages. People who wish to be
heard must discuss the question at issue.

Prayers of the brotherhood are asked in connection
with the mission to start at Neptune-st., Burnley, on
March 13th. P. ]J. Pond is to be the missioner.
There is no membership there at present.

We are glad to note that the cause at Dandenong
is moving along nicely. Bro. Hayes is making good
impressions, and numbers are being added to the
saved. On Sunday night there was one confession.

* The Witness of the Church,” on second page of
reading matter, was the President's address at the
New South Wales Conference on January 26. It
contains much valuable information, and should be
read by all.

The Sisters’ Temperance Committee will hold their
next meeting at Hawthorn, in the Christian Chapel,
Glenferrie road, on Thursday, March 2nd, at 8 p.m.
Good singing and speaking. Collection. Everybody
welcome.—MRs. DARNLEY.

In our report of the N.S.W. Sisters' Conference
Mrs. Macindoe was reported to have been elected on
the Hospital Visitation Committee. It should have
been Mrs. Potter, while Mrs. Macindoe was on the
Isolated Members' Committee.

On Saturday, 4th February, the Sunday Schools
at Dixon-st. and Clyde Quay, Wellington, held their
annual outing at Day's Bay. The weather was
beautifully fine, and the trip across the Harbor was
much enjoyed by all the picnicers.

Next meeting of the General Committee of the S.S.
Union of Victoria will be held in the Lygon-street
chapel on Monday, 27th February, at 8 p.m. Please
bring returns of honorary members' cards and spring
demonstration tickets. All delegates requested to
attend.—J. Y. PoTTs.

On first page of reading matter of this issue will be
found a sample page of our new hymn book for
gospel meetings, now approaching completion. We
expected to have it out before this, but the difficulties
of bringing out an edition with music have been
greater than we anticipated.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

A Brother writes :—* The leaders in last and this
week's issues I consider splendid. They are, so far,
a crushing and complete reply to the Baptist position.
Is it your intention to re-publish them in separate
form? I think they would be most useful.” It is
not our intention to publish them in pamphlet form.

EAsT SusurBaN TENT Funp.— Further amounts
very thankfully acknowledged : — Church, Murrum-
beena, £1; Cheltenham (additional), Bro. Penny, 5/-,
A Friend, 2/-. By some inadvertence the sum of {1
which should have been acknowledged from church at
South Yarra, in last list, did not appear. Total to
date is £10/16/6}-

The Tent Mission at Prospect, S.A., begins on
February 26th, and continues for three weeks.
Sundays at 3.30 and 7, and week-nights (including
Saturdays) at 7.45. It will be conducted by the
State evangelist, J. C. F. Pittman, under the auspices
of the South Australian Committee; so it is hoped
that the mission will have the presence of friends
from all the Adelaide and suburban churches, and
the prayers of the whole brotherhood.

The following additional amounts have been
received toward the New Tent Fund: Church, Lake
Rowan District, £2; Disciple, Stawell, 55; New
Tent, Swanston-street, 10s; W. A. Kemp, Swanston
street, 10s; C. Lawson, Swanston-st,, £1; Church,
Preston, 10s; A. L. Crichton, Kensington, £1; Bro.
Johnson, Brighton, £1; Church, Berwick, £2 25; D.
Anderson, Mystic Park, 1os; W. Meekison, South
Melbourpe, 10s; W. Tomlinson, Lillimur, 5s; Miss
Sigary, Hawthorn, 3s; Sister, 10s. £50 more
wanted. Send to H. G. HarwarD, Warragul, or to
the Home Mission Treasurer.

MARRIAGE.

MorFAT — GouLD. — On February 1sth, at Tem-
perauce Hall, Bendigo, by Mr. Quick, Evangelist,
assisted by Dr. J. Cook, Alexander Moffat, eldest son
of late Robert Moffat, Bendigo, to Eileen Maude,
second daughter of Henry Gould, Subiaco, W.A.

BEREAVEMENT NOTICE.

Mrs. Ames, Mrs. Dickens and family would like
to thank their friends who so kindly and practically
sympathised with them in their sorrow.

IN MEMORIAM.

WiNTER.—In loving memory of Margaret Izabel
Winter, beloved daughter of Eliza and William
Winter, who died on February r4th, 1898, aged 23
years.

Far, far beyond the vale and shadow,
Loved ones have passed.

We'll meet them in the ** many mansions,"
All gathered home at last.

O blessed morn of joy unbounded,
O glorious day. 2 y
There every tear of griefand anguish,
Jesus shall wipe away.

There shall sorrow, pain and parting
Grieve our hearts no more. ,

Soon, soon we'll meet beyond the river,
Safe on the Homeland shore.

— Inserted by her loving mother.

WANTED.

lean energetic sister will be glad to do Daily
Wﬁrkc. ea\nVa\shing;z, Cleaning or Renovating Children'’s
Clothes. Mrs. K., 88 Palmerston Crescent, South
Melbourne (near Hoadley's).
A Situation for Young Woman. Good Worker.

desired where an interest and good influences
fv!:s; ;:“shown. Mrs. VEars, Frankston Rd.,

Dandenogg.
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Acknowledgments.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
VICTORIA.
School, Mildura (for orphans in Japan) .. 1 5 o
NEW ZEALAND.
Sunday School Foreign Mission Band, Wan-
ganui, per Miss Harriette J. Vine .. {5 o o
(For support of Orphan, India, 1905).
VICTORIA.

Church South Yarra, per Mrs. D. A. Lewis 1 11 6
H W. Crouch, Doncaster .2012 ©
Mrs. F. M. Ludbrook, Brighton 3 o o
G. Percy Pittman, Ascot Vale I o o

C.E. Saciety, Ascot Vale (for Bro. Sherriff's
Building Fund, South Africa) vel X OO
WESTERN AUSTRALIA.
Sister Stevenson, Perth, per Miss Hill .. o ¢ 6
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Per T. Colebatch, Treas. S.A. Committee
C E. Society, Unley, for support of orphan
India e ve ww 5 0l0

CHINESE MISSION BUILDING.
VICTIORA.

15 0 ©

Church, Pakenham..

Per F McClean

RoBERT LyALL, Treas.,
39 Leveson-st., N. Melb.

..fo10 0

B sx O 7D
F. M. LubBROOK, Sec.,
21 Collins-st., Melb.

Coming Events.

MARCH 1.—The Sunday School at Cheltenham
will hold their Annual Picnic at Mordialloc Park on
above date. Friends cordially invited.

MARCH 8.—North Carlton Church of Christ. A
Monster Tea and Public Meeting, March 8th, to
celebrate the opening of our new building. Tea at
6 p.m. Public meeting, 8 p m. Prominent speakers
and singers. Come and help us.

A CARD.

To THE RESIDENTS oF MALVERN, PRAHRAN,
AND SURROUNDING DISTRICTS.

I wish to announce that I have commenced
business at 722 High-street, Armadale, asa BICYCLE
BUILDER and REPAIRER, All work entrusted to
me will receive prompt and personal attention. New
Bicycles to order from £1o0/10/-. Enameling, Nickel
and Silver Plating, Bronzing, Polishiog, etc, Lamps
aod all parts. Country orders receive prompt
attention. Note the address—

O. HANNIS, 722 High Street, Armadale.

Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods,

New Books %

& Magazines
By Mail Steamer
Every Week.

&

Mechanics' Institutes and

Libraries supplied

....at Lowest Rates.....
Bohool and College BIBLES
Books & Stationery and

@ HYMN

BOOKS.

M. L. Hutchinson,

GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE.
805-307 LITTLE COLLINS-ST., MELBOURNE,
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A Story of the Pioneers.

CHAPTER VL

THE ¥ CAMPBELLITES."
rs which had made an accomplished
oung woman out of Rachel
ur Stephen as we%(l. You

oung people of to-day no doubt look upan
zs oﬁl l}ellows as an illiterate lot, but for his
day Stephen was 2 well-educated man. In-
deed, I would be inclined to say _that he was
an educated man for any day, in whatever
goes to make the real value of education.

He worked in the fields and the woods
wlth a skill beyond any of his fellows, de-
veloping such muscles as would have made
him a hero in what they nowadays call
«gthletics.” At the same time, he studizd
all the books he could lay his haunds upon,
and studied them to good purpose. Many a
night I have wakened from sleep to find my
brother sitting by the window of our little
bedroom, picking out Latin or history by the
light of the moon; and what he got in his
hard way stayed with him. e were all
proud when Sylvestre Arrondale the Second
carried off the first honors at one of the great
Eastern universities, but I think Stephen
had a grip on the fundamentals of an edu-
cation quite beyond that of our honor man.
But this is merely my opinion, and it may be
shaded by my partiality. This much I will

Theyea
and digoified yo
had been busy with 0

HRISTIANo

ARG
STRALI
THE AU or Scott. I never hear the stepg
rain on the roof but it brin o ytgatt
e

STRE. # #

Jessie Brown Pounds

dale, the
that Sylvestre Arrondale, the
Ezb.fg? u\%?t’h his mother and sisters to ap

; is father
p!aud him and his his education aS
him, never worked f(;(red for his. (I want

hen Arrondale Wor ;
tsotig.y right here, though, that Sylvestre Ar

le is the finest fellow of his generation,

;?:?idfhit be married the sweetest woman Who

has been born into the yvorld since the

women of whom I am writing DOwW :

I was myself a gangling youth, with great
feet and an ever-present tendency to fall over
them. The presence of women was, .untll
much later than the time of which I write, &
source of great embarrassment to me. But
Stepben had a natural courtliness, due,
think, to the fact that he thought little about
himself, and was ever solicitous for the com-
fort of those about him. He had none of
the obtrusive gallantry which was affected
by the would-be beaux of the neighborhood ;
but women, old and young, naturally turned
to him for help, and he gave it freely.

After Rachel’s return, we fell into the
habit of spending many of our evenings to-
gether at the Sylvestre home. Rachel was
able to help us younger ones with our studies,
and she and Stephen read or studied to-
gether, After our more serious work was
done, we ended each evening with an hour of
pleasure, spent over the works of Shakespeare

_ Portia is always slender an

N

Feb. 23A '1905.

1 8S back th. .ot of
week in November when e read oy

Merchant of Venice” together ; andThe
looks like Rachel Sylvestre, g gracefy] Z?rlxg
These happy times had gone g

for nearly a year, when one dan. I thin,
surprised and grieved us by thay Stephgy
ment that he was going to leave h D00oypeg,
absence of several months, Ome for 5,

« [ have never been awa
told me. “ Home is the )geg'?u i‘“m‘{." he
world, but there are some IBSSong itiﬁe in the
be(}ealr]ued there.b I will go fora “m:twct?'ll
nd then come ba . ile
?t." ck and give you a tur at
It seemed strange to me t

in such a hurry 5) go, whil:thl;ehi?uld be
even mentioned the matter before Deyer
could not help connecting his plénand-l
Rachel. This I was still more inclip glth
do when he went away without goin oe to
the Sylvestre's to say goad-by. Igre[:erko
bered that, on the Sunday night befor:?;

MR. R. BARNES,
DENTIST,

78 Gertrude St., Fitzroy.

Bourke-st. (Red) trams Pass the
Collins-st. (Yellow) trams | Door.

Great Stocktaking Cash Sale

of CROCKERY, CHINA, GLASSWARE,

IRONMONGERY, &o.

W. & 8. BENNETTS & SON

Genuine Reductions.
Glass Jam Dishes, 2d, each

China Figures, 2d. each

Shaving Mugs, 63d. each | Purses from 3d, each

Strong Bl
og Blanc Mange Moulds, | Cut Glass Jugs, 1]- each i eact

13
Breadboard and Knife, 10id. ea.  Large Tea Trays,

White Fluted Steak Dishes with Large Market Bas 104d. each

| Tomato S;
Glass Buttersand Sugars,73d ea. Vegelablealg?sah]ess?lilf;;:gﬁ each | Large Glass

i Lily Flower Vases, 1/g each
Painted Fruit Plates,

ecanters, 1/3 each

€s,
Soup Plates, 24d. !éi.heac

184, 186, 188, 190 R
: : , 192 & 192 T -
Gon it s B o 0 BRUNSWICK STREET, FITZROY

Brown Mixing Bowls, 6d. each ﬁ;‘}" Jugs, 1 pint, 3d. each Glass Dishes, large size, 1/- ea. | E.P. Breakfast Cruets, 4/-

Glass Pickle Jars, 103d. each
Sponges, 33d. each e
China Moustache Cups, Painted, | Tin Dippers, 24d.
Na SaladBowls, 113d.ea %08, each
obbler Glass s i Hand Painted Tin Placques, | Brass Candlesticks, 6d.
Fan Shape, 63d. each '

Hat Boxes, 2/3, 2/9
Jap. Trunks, 6/9 24 nch

Shoe Brushes, 1/3 set
Knife Boards, 54d-

Covers, 211 each kets, 113d

S A Work Baskets, Sariy 1ol -€a. | Glass Dishes, from 434 English China Cups and S 1 Vases, 4/-

China Cream Jugs, 2d. each B 1/3, and 1/6 13/ 1| Large Vases, 1/6 pa?ri o rink O‘Zg'ee“gaﬂd aﬂg:(:ﬁés %ggf“meF 'eg{ierS. 3t
arge size, 2[11 half doz. " | Soap Boxes, 3d:

Hanging Fairy Lamps, 1d, each | §

Flower Epergnes, 2/11 each teel Bags, 1/3 each

: Cut
Pearline Glass Butters and T:apGolta;aEg?tggrs'
, 6d. eac

Sugars, 104d. each

Fern Wine G
ik :d. l:shes, 23d. each | Artificial Palms, 11d, each
t:? ::::,]ug and 6 Tumblers, 50 Ploow e 744 each
Fancy Painted Pt
% Paloted Cheese Stands, Pudding ségé:.azchd each

Cut Glass Wine Glasses, 3d. e, Custard Glasses, Key and Circle

 Brush and Crumb Trays, 6. pr. | Ching Soo U85 11} ea

ge GlassWater]ugs. S Bedroom Water Bottles, 6d, ea

China Soots and §
0d Shoes, 1
ey \é?ses. large size, 3/1x pat_:éd.ea.

Soda Glasses
Candlesticks, 4. each

150 Piece Dj
inner Sets, 1q/6 ey Mirror Photo ' Frames 64d. e 312(1. each
* gac €a. | Odd Printed Ewers, 2/g each
Stone Toilet Basins, | Washboards; xod.

€apots, black ang color

oS, 11z each O | White

Pinkc;;g Gglsd Fluted China | Box Irons, ]x/xo
. and Saucers, 2/3 § doz | Fire Shovels, 3
as 5 4
s Dishes, Oval, 10 g, 1)-ea Red or Blue Band Culpsiand R o d
. aucers, large and strong, | Banister Brushes, 4C: "d.’,”
Wh.!l9 half doz. ' el
te and Gold Odd Cups, | Canary Cages, 1/3

Wash-up Tins 5d.
Parrot Cages: 19 2[3
Sad Irons, 110

Bellows, I/-

China Egg Creets, 1/6 eatty’ Pattern, 64 ugs, set of 1)11 each
Hand M; s 1/6 each , 6d. each upy s 3,2[6 IX eac
Pie msmo;; i;c?ch T::;‘l,eys ,’,Sg%id- each Chﬂdren'ssg::gm‘ 1/43d. ea, leet;léme of Tea Sets, very cheap | Salt Boxes, Bd. lesticks o
5 Piece Bedroom Sets, from Glass Cake Sta:dz; Gl Saucers, 434’ eac%\lps and Breadaggepgus' o Epamelle Czlllanderﬁ- i
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announced his intention, he had been there
without me ; and I easily argued that Rachel
might have said something to wound him.
She had seemed more gentle since her
mother’s death than in the old days, yet I
was never quite able to shake off my childish
notion that she felt above us.

Stephen went to the little town of Rocks-
ford, twenty milesaway, whereanold neighbor
of ours had bought a mill. Mr. Osburn
knew Stephen’s skill and faithfulness, and
readily promised him employment. I shall
never forget the morning he went away. My
mother looked in his saddle-bags again and
again, to make sure that he bad plenty of
linen; and as often as she looked the tears
started into her eyes, for Stephen's going
made the first break in our happy home life.
Even father was dispirited, and it needed
Stephen's constant effort at cheerfulness to
keep us up.

“ Why, mother,” he said, “one would
suppose I was going to Indiana or Missouri,
by the way you take it. It is only a little
ride to Rocksford, and I will be coming
home often.”

I remember this remark of Stephen's, be-
cause the words ‘“Indiana” and *Missouri"”
gave me such a chill. Ithought how terrible
it would be if he should really go so far away.
Sylvestre Arrondale the Second, who rups

across to Europe every summer for a vaca-
tion trip, will laugh at our idea of distances;
but that was before man's invention anni-
hilated space.

I can see Stephen at this minute, as he
rode down the lane on his roan mare Kitty.
I turned away from the open door and put
my arm about my mother, and she gave a
little sob as she said, ¢ You must be my big
son now, Joseph.” And I think I really
stepped into manhood all at once, as I
answered :

“T'll try it, mother."”

For a while I was shy of the Sylvestres,
resenting any possible ill-treatment which
Stephen might have had at their hands. As
I think I have said before, the Sylvestre
girls seldom attended the small merry-
makings of the neighborhood, and it was
some time before I was thrown with them
again. I think it was my innate stubborn-
ness that finally led me to resume the old
relations.

It happened thus: A Universalist preacher,
a man of some natural ability and of quite
wide reading for his day, was preaching at
the centre of the next township, and one
Sunday afternoon I took a notion to ride
over and hear him. The name ¢ Universal-
ist” meant nothing to me, but I was always
anxious to see and hear any one who came

tion, and nearly every'
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from the great outside world of which I
dreamed.

It is not of the sermon I heard that I
started out to tell; yet it may be worth
while to say that it impressed me far more
than I bad been impressed by any preaching
I bad heard up to that time. Mr. Vincent,
the preacher, was Eastern bred, quoted
poetry at great length, and was not without
skill in reasoning. The reasoning was direc-
ted, I must say, more against the doctrine of
others than in proof of his own. Perhaps I
liked it the better for this, for I was still
enough of a boy to love a debate. At any
rate, it pleased me to hear the arguments
against a ‘limited atonement” put in such
graceful forms. I had been accustomed from
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