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ENCOURAGEMENT 
Isa . -l I : 6, 7 : " They helped every one his 

neighbor, and every Ol'e said to his brother, Be 
of good courage , So the c:1rpcntcr cncour:tgcd the 
goldsmith , and he that smoothcth with the h:tmmcr 
him th:1t smote the :111vil, saying or the soldering, 
It is good ." 

This is a pleasing picture to contemplate 
b ~cause it illus trates how we all can, and 
how we a ll should, help and encourage each 
other. _As_ a rule, we value too lightly, and 
are too md1/Terent to, the goJd we have it in 
our powF-r t) do in this way. \Ve for:.;et how 
dependent we are for our own happiness 
upm the looks of sympathy, the words of 
appreciation and the tones of encouragement 
we receive from others. Or perchance we 
are afraid lest by speaking a cheerin« word 
to some toiling one, we may puff him up 
with vanity or inflate him with self-conceit. 
But the danger is really the other way. 
There are a hundred hearts that break in 
this world from lack of some such word in 
the sore time of their need, where one has 
ever been injured by it. Encouragement is 
not silly flattery or empty compliment. You 
do not neeJ to speak one false word in giving 
it. You need but to put the truth in a hope­
ful way. And everybody needs, at times, to 
be encouraged. There is no one, even the 
strongest and oldest, but sometimes loses 
heart, and needs lo be braced and inspirited. 
The practice should be more common and 
universal than it is. The picture given from 
Isaiah should be far more frequently realised. 
If you have done a good thing, it is not 
going to harm you if som one tells you so, 
and instead of causing you to lessen effort, 
the chances are that it will stimulate you to 
do a better thing next time. Don't be afraid 
of hurting anybody by a little honest praise. 

Everybody can do more and better work, 
and live a better life, under a feeling of 
encouragement than under any other con­
dition. More people are driven to the bad 
by discouragement than we dream of. When 
one loses heart and hope, that is the paralysis 
of effort. Thousands now living in sin would 
turn gladly toward a new life this very hour, 
if persuaded they could lh·e such a life. The 
way of righteousness is frequently made to 
seem a way so steep and rough and har<l to 
travel, that the average man has_ come to 
have the idea that only moral giants can 
travel it. PreJchers often are responsible 
for this serious mi ;conception. The tone of 
their words is sometimes discouraging alike 
to saint and sinner. Denunciation and con-

dem!lation are too much their stock in trade. 
Their power for good is impaired by a too 
free use of the wet blanket. They are too 
prone to forget that people cannot be made 
better by whining and scolding, tint a church 
carrnot be moved to_ love and good work save 
by helpful, hopeful, cheery and encouraaina 
words. An<l fathers and mothers mi«bt, ~ith 
ben~fit, learn a similar lesson. Th~ apostle 
part1cula~ly_ warns th~rn against such a course 
m the training of their children as will cause 
them to become "discouraged." In short, 
how much better e\·ery one of us can do 
under the sunshine of a litt!e encouragement! 
How it adds to the sum of human usefulness 
and happiness! How much easier it is to 
learn, or do, or bear what we have to learn, 
do and bear when encouraged to believe that 
we can! How strong it makes the arm and 
how brave the spirit! How often has a life 
turned upon a single cheery word spoken at 
exactly the right moment. The story of a 
fireman who rescued a child from a third­
story window during a perilous fire, because 
a thoughtful man in the crowd below, at the 
very nick of time, cried out, "Cheer him," 
may have never actually occurred, but it is 
none the less true to life. A striking instance 
of tbe value attached to the encouragement 
of soldiers and sailors in wartime is afforded 
by Commodore Schley, who, at the beginning 
of the fight off Santiago, issued instructions 
that all news of any advantage gained should 
be communicated about the ship to those 
who could not see, with the result that it 
raised the esprit de corps a hundred per cent. 
If you want to get the best that he can do 
out of anyone, encourage him ; whether it be 
the salesman in your store, the clerk at your 
desk, the laborer on your farm, the cook in 
your kitchen, the preacher in your pulpit, 
the " layman" in your pew, or the editor in 
his office. 

And everybody can give encouragement. 
If in no other way, by carrying a courageous 
heart within the breast. For nothing in the 
world is more contagious. The yellow fever, 
the smallpox, the Asiatic cholera, in this 
respect, cannot compare with it. As Dickens 
finely says: " It is an even-handed, noble 
adjustment of things in this world, that, 
whereas there is infection in disease and 
sorrow, there is nothing so irresistibly con­
tagious as lau~hter and good humor." And 
often, when you are not aware of it, you are 
cheering and helping people all around you, 
by simply carrying with you a bright and 
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happy spirit. "A merry heart doth ,,.ood 
like a medicine, but a broken spirit drieth up 
the [very] bones." Wbo has not felt the 
truth of this on both sides of the case ? 

Many a man goes through this world like 
a band of music through the streets of a city, 
sending out sweet strains and harmonies into 
dark allies, dark homes and dark hearts on 
every side, of whose existence e\'en he does 
not so much as dream. It has been ~aid 
that tbe sun never saw the dark side of 
anything, and for the simple reason that it 
makes brightness where\·er it looks. .\nd so 
there are faces which ha\·e on them so much 
sunshine to the square inch, that they, too, 
even under the most trying circumstances, 
never can see the dark side. 

And how small a thing will sometimes 
make to us all the difference between hope 
and despair. The world will never cease to 
hear and tell with interest the story of 
Robert Bruce and the spider. Nor will it 
forget how Longfellow found cheer and 
strength from silently gazing at the light 
of stars, and from giving the first watch of 
the night to the "red planet, l\Iars ": 

•· 0 star or strength! I see thee stand 
And smile on all my pain. 

Thou bcclconcst with thy mailed hand, 
And I am strong again.'· 

But how much more can a warm and 
loving heart help us bear the ills of life and 
fight its battles. That was a \·ery significant 
saying of l\foses to the people of Israel, when 
Joshua was chosen as his successor, " En­
courage him, for he shall cause Israel to 
inherit the land." Ah! how that stiff-necked 
people through fJrt}' long years had dis­
couraged l\[oses ! And wh:it a n ob!e act 
of encouragement was that of Jon:ith:in to 
David, when, at the very darkest period of 
David's fortunes, his unselfish frie.1d sought 
him out in the black night and" str-!ngthened 
his hand in God"! How depend~nt was 
even the" myriad-minded, lion-hearted Paul" 
upon the sympat_hy and association of his 
loving friends . How God comforted him in 
a time of great stress " by the coming of 
Titus." \\'bat a difference the presence of 
Silas and Timothy made to him, wh, n hJ 
first reached Corinth, and how significantly 
we read that when they had come, " Paul 
was pressed in the spirit, and testified to the 
Jews that Jesus was Christ." 

Adam Clark, the gre:i.t commentator, said 
it was the encouraging words of a wise 
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ment will not be amis 
O 

1 encourao 

VICTORIAN 1\1:ISSION TENT. 

And first of all, to youno s, arn su~e-
often need it, for nothin~ ~eop!e, 1'hee. 

th f d 
., is mor l' 

mon an or ol people to for e co111• 

once were young, and to for get they 
how they felt and acted wh hget, also 
I like to think how Jesus eln t ey \Vere' 

h oved · 
n.~en, even t e one who refused t Y0ung 
him ; how of all the apostle J O follow 
youngest , was nearest to hf' obn, the 
derstood hi!n best; and ho,~:rd un. 
early procla imers of his gospel theall the 
man, S a ul , " labored more ab a°ung 
than they all." And God's in utn ant)y 
ti • 1 erest in 

1e young 1s no ess shown in the fi 
message sent them almost at th 1nal 
of the volume of revelation "le chose 

. tt t . ave wn en un o you, young men, because 
ye . are :'trong, and the word of God 
ab1deth m you, a nd ye have overc 
I . 1 d .. ( ome t 1e w1c <e one. \ \/ bat a trinity r 

blessings !) N_o cla; s or age can ;
0 

more for Chn~t. And young people 
1~1ake a g rea t m_1stake 1f they think their 
liberty and their hap piness can be ,0 
well _ secure~ in a ny other way as I~y 
bowing their necl,s to the Sariour·s 
yoke. \~T ould that they \\·ould more 
clearly see and reali:: e this. 

OUTSIDE VIE·vv. 

Christian people al so need a hel pful 
word. Don't allow yourselves to be 
discouraged abou t your Christian lives, 
Don't give up if they are not what they 
ought to be. God is very patient and 
forgiving . He stands ready to give 
you all needful help. With his word 
to guide and counsel , and his Spirit to teacher who, in the days of his 

boyhood, when everybody had pro­
nounced him dull and stupid, had 
said, with kindly sympathy, "Adam 
will make a 1,cholar yet," that gave 
him his first impulse toward his 
career of usefulness. And no one 
will forget the touching incident in 
"Ben Hur," where the Christ-lad 
gave a drink of water to the young 
galley-slave, and breathed a word of 
blessing in his ear that filled him 
with new hope, and became the good 
angel of his life. How much of our 
power to do the work and bear the 
burdens laid upon us depends upon 
the encouragement of friends. And 
as already intimated, how often eve~ 
a very trifling thing will suffice to 
make or mar a whole human career 
and save or sink a life. It is at such 
times that we learn how big little 
things can sometimes be. 
"It was only a kind word spoken to a 

weeping little ebild, 
But the thread or its grief was brolien 

and the little one sweetly smiled. ' 
And no one stayed to notice so tiny an 

act of love, 
Save the angels keeping the record in 

the wonderful boolc above ; 
And i;he who had spoken kindly went on 

her quiet way, 
=-:or dreamt such a simple action should 

count at the last great day ; 
But the pitying ,fords of comfort were 

heard with a song of joy, 
And the listening angels blessed her from 

their beautiful home on high." 

VICTORIAN MISSION 

INSIDE VIEW. 
'T'EN 'T'. 
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streng then and comfort, start in afresh. Keep 
your face toward Jerusalem. " They shall 
never perish, neither shall any be able to 
pluck them out of my hand." Believe the 
precious promise. You will reach heaven 
by-and-bye. Work on, pray on, hope on, 
and all will yet be well. 

And let me encourage the sinful. It is 
the devil who tells you that you cannot live a 
Christian life. If he can keep you in the 

belief of that falsehood, he wants nothing 
better. But it is a falsehood just the same. 
You ca11 break off your sins by righteousness. 
Start to do it with a bold and brave heart. 
God will help you; Jesus will strengthen 
you ; the church will stand by you ; angels 
will encamp round about you, and never fear 
but that you will be able to strike off the 
shackles of your slavery and be for ever free. 
God help you so to believe and so to do. 

How Do I Know 
I Am a Christian? 

[The following is the res.ult of ou,· paragraph com­
petit ion on the above subJect . Letters to a Yo ung 
Chris t ia n has been sent to the firs t two, but we do 
not know the adcl ress of the wr iter of the third par­
agraph ; if same is furnished , bool< will be for , 
warded. A number of very e"cellent answers 
reached us a ft er the time, a nd two or three were 
di squa li fied by the ir length. The conditions must 
be complied with. - Eo.J 

To stand before God as a Christian is to 
stand before God a forgiven person. In he­
coming a Christian, divine m~ans are coupled 
with human agency. Chnst has by the 
shedding of bis blood procured salvation for 
all mankind that all may be saved. The 
duty of man is to accept that salvation which 
the blood of Christ alone procured, and make 
it the realised possession of the soul. 

T he Holy Spirit bas, through the apostles, 
made known to us the conditions which 
govern th is acceptance. They are 

Faith. (Acts 16: 31.) 
Repentance. (Acts 2: 38 ) 
Confession. (Acts 8 : 37.) 
Baptism. (Acts 2: 38 .) 

Upon this ground of implicit obe~ie?ce to 
Christ we stand before God as Chnsttans­
chosen in Christ. The infallible testimony of 
God's VVord witnesses to our acceptance. It 
is not how we feel in t~e matter, but w~at 
the Bible says concerm_ng: us. Follow1Dg 
this teaching, I am a Chnsttan. 

Owen, S.A. JA~IES GoRDON. 

Because the Scriptures teach clearly that I 
really can know that I am saved. 

r. 11 The Spirit itself beare.th witness wit?, 
our spirit that we are the children of God 
(Rom. 8 : 16). God's Spi~it speaks t_hrough 
His Word, giving instruction? _regar?mg the 
conditions of pardon. My spm~ t_est1fies that 
1 have complied with these cond1t1ons; there-
fore I know that I am saved. . 

2. Christ himself said, " He that belteveth 
on me hath everlasting life" (John 6 : 4 7 and 
3 : 36). I believe 011 Ch rist. . 

5• The Apostles John and . Paul wr?te? ID 

words which admit of no possible amb1gu1ty, 
of the knowledge of the fact that the early 
disciples were saved (1 John 3: 2; Gal. 3,: 26; 
2 Cor. 5: 1). As I have rendered.obedience 
to the same commands as they did, I know 
that I am" a son of God." 

4. The words of John (r John 3 : 14) teach 

me that I am saved, becau;e I love the 
brethren. 

Lockwood, Vic. JOH N I. Mu or-ORD. ..., 
To become a Christian, certain conditions 

are laid down in God's \ .Yord, viz.-Faith or 
belief (John 3: 16; Acts 26: 3 r). Faith 
acknowledges that all God has revealed in 
his vVord is true. Repentance (Luke 24: 46 , 
49; Acts 2: 38). Repentance is a determin­
ation to forsake sin. Co11fessio11 of faith (Matt. 
10: 32, 33 ; Rom. 10 : 9, 10)-an acknowledg­
ment before many witnesses that Jesus is the 
Christ, the Son of the living God. Baptism 
(Mark 16 : 16 ; Acts 2 : 38 ; Gal. 3: 26, 27), 
renderina obedience to Christ-confirmation 
of faith. 

0

After the fulfilment of the conditions 
there is a specified work to perform, that is, 
to attend to the breaking of bread and 
prayers (Acts 2 : 42); to spread the gospel, 
either by going or giving money to send 
others; •' to visit the fatherless and !he widows 
in their affiictions, and keep himself un­
spotted from the w~r!d," Havi°:g com~li~d 
with the above cond1ttons, and do1Dg Chnst s 
work (though feebly), I know I am a 
Christian. CHAS. K. MILNE, ..., 

r. Be.cause I have accepted Christ as my 
personal Saviour, and have obeyed the truth 
as he has revealed it to me in his precious 
Word by repenting, believing, and confessing 
him, and by being baptised into bis name 
for the remission of sins. 

2. Because I have responded to his gra­
cious invitation," Come unto me, all ye that 
labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
yciu rest," and I have found rest unto my 
soul, as l:sus said we would if we would but 
come to b1m. 

3. Jesus is dearer to me than any other 
earthly tie, and I have the _peace. of. G~d 
which passeth all understandmg re1gnmg ID 

my heart. 
St. Arnaud, Vic. Essrn 'vVHITING. ,.., 
1. I believe that Jesus Christ is the_ Son of 

God and believing such, I have earned out 
the ~ommandments which he has given, and 
am striving to follow, just as close as I_ ~an, 
the example which be has left us as to hvmg. 

2 • I have complied with the coi:idition of 
discipleship laid down by Jesus Cbnst, "Take 
up thy cross and follow me," 

3. I have obeyed from the heart tha~ fo rm 
of doctrine which was once for all deli vered 
unto us. 

3. I have become united with Christ in the 
Bible way (namely, by faith, repen~ance, and 
obedience); the same way as diJ those early 
disciples, who were first called Christi.ms at 
Antioch. 

5. I have the Spirit itself bearing witne~s 
with my spirit that I am a child of God. 

Kaniva, Vic. E.G. Row F: , ,.., 
Because the Spirit beareth witness with 

my spirit that I am a child of God The 
witness of the Spirit is the Word of God. 
The New Testament portrays the ideal 
Christian. It reveals, in the first place, how 
to become a Christian, and secondly, how to 
remain one. It says, " He that believelh 
and is baptised shall be saved," and then, 
"As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus 
the Lord so walk ye in him "; and "grow in 
grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and 
Saviour Jesus Christ." Having obeyed, my 
own spirit knows this, and thus I have the 
consciousness that I am a child of God, or 
know that I am a Christian. 

Joyce's Creek, Vic. A. G. ScA~IBLER. 

. ~· First of all, I know I am a Christian 
because I love my Saviour and have accepted 
him in his own appointed way. 

2. The desire to see others brought to a 
knowledge of the truth. 

3. When I decided for Christ I thought it 
would be an effort to give up the pleasures of 
the world, but 1 find the desire for them has 
left me. 

4. The real joy experienced by meeting 
round · he table of the Lord on Sunday 
morning. 

South Dunedin, N .z. ..... J. RouTLEDG£. 

I know I am a Christian because I believe 
that Jesus is the Son of God, and have made 
up my mind to follow him. In the first place 
I have fulfilled the conditions laid do11 n by 
him in order to enter his church ; th is makes 
me a Christian. But to remain a Christian 
I must live as Christ would have me To do 
this I daily read bis Word, and ask bi~ to 
guide me; in this way I find what he Wishes 
me to do, and trusting in him for strength I 
strive to do it. This, I think, is proof that 
I am a Christian, for Christ bas said, " If ye 
continue in my word, then are ye my discip!es 
indeed" (John 8 : 31). 

Telford, Vic. A. B. CHAPPELL. 

\Ve are frequently asked for the adJress_es 
of the secretaries of our various State mis­
sionary societies. \\'e give them belo_w. 
Please preser\'e, as we shalt not publish 
this often. 

A. A. Lightfoot, Subiaco, W .A. 
H J. Horsclt, l{ill,enny P.O., S .A. M: :-.1cLellan, 233 Drummond-st.,Carlton, \', 
T. C. \Valker, Myrtle-street, Stanmore, 
C . .M. F. Fischer, Zillmere, Q. (N.S.W. 
T. \\', Smith , 228 Elizabeth-st.,Hobart,Tas . 

In New Zealand there nre three Conferenco:s , 
of which the following arc the secretaries:­

Auckland Prov.: H. N. Bagnnll, Aucklnnd. 
.Middle District: T. J. Bull, 25A Epuni-st., 

Wellington. 
Southern District: .M. Glaister, Spring 

Hill,rJ., Dunedin. 
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T ent Missions in South Australian Fields F. 
Pittman 

It has occurred to the writer that an ac­
count of his mission work would be appre­
ciated by many readers of the CHRISTIAN, 
and would probably tend to increase interest 
in fields with which many may not, at present, 
be well acquainted. I desire first to say that 
the church at Hindmarsh is to be congrat­
ulated in permitting its eYan~el_ist, for fo~r 
months to inauaurate tent m1ss1on work ID 

this s:1te and Broken Hill, under the 
auspices of 

1

the South A ust:alian Evangelistic 
Committee. I trust that, ID the long run, no 
harm will be done to the cause at Hindmarsh, 
and that the good example set by that church 
may be followed by many others for the 
laraer service that may be thus rendered to 
ou; cause in Australia. The writer bas never 
entertained an idea of accepting permanent 
employment as tent missione!", yet feels grate­
ful that he has bad the privilege of inaug­
urating this department of work here, which, 
it is sincerely hoped, will not be allowed to 
drop. 

Co,:ctmilig visible res11/fs : 81 souls have 
been added to the churches, 67 by faith and 
baptism, and 14 previously baptised. We 
cannot usually sum up all the good accom­
plished in any locality by the number ~f 
additions recorded, yet, judging from addi­
tions alone, we have reason to rejoice in much 
success. Of the accessions just reported, 
considerably over 50 are men and women, 
most of whom should be of great help to the 
churches. In looking over my own mission 
work, I find that in seven months 170 have 
been won for Christ, and taking into account 
other missions, conducted by Bren. Thomas, 
Grinstead, Rankine and Clow, 237 additions 
haYe been recorded. This s;bould surely 
encourage us to make a great effort to 
continue this department of service. 

con reaation could scarcely see each other ; 
the ire~cher, for one, was not sorry for that, 
having changed color from head to foot. 
Yet we are glad to record t~at only one 
meeting in the whole of the senes had to be 
postponed on account of unfavorable weather. 
Services, at all places visited, were _held. three 
times each Lord's day an~ every m~ht m the 
week the missioner speakmg r52 tunes and 
cond~cting a few baptismal services on other 
occasions. The Kadina meetings _were 
crowded on Sundays, while on week-mghts 
a fair number of interested hearers attended. 
It was a pleasure to notice the deep int_er~st, 
which seemed to increase as the m1ss10n 
proceeded. A rather unique experience is 
that six men stepped out to make the full 
surrender before any females came. VVe 
rejoice also that women , later in the mission, 
gave themselves to Christ. Nearly all the 
converts were adults, and from families not 
previously connected with the church. 

2. BROKEN HILL, This is a town of 
30,000 inhabitants, 925 miles west of Sydney 
and 334 miles north-east of Adelaide. It has 
I 15 miles of roads and streets, some of which 
are well lighted by gas and electricity. It is 
the principal mining centre of Australia. The 
Proprietary Mine is recorded to be the most 
prolific silver-mine in the world ; its amal­
gamating, concentrating, smelting, leaching 
and refinmg plants give employment to many 
thousands of workmen. The width of the 
lode through the three 40 acre blocks varies 
from 10 ft. to 100 ft., with an almost limitless 
supply of ore. The monthly extraction of 
ore from the Barrier Mine amounts to over 
70,000 tons, producing, approximately, 168,ooo 
tons of lead per annum, equal to about 27 
per cent. of the whole production of lead in 
the world. Over £50,000 is paid in wages 
every month. The carriage by rail alone of 
stores costs £401000 per month. The stores 
are drawn from every part of the world­
sulphur from Sicily, coke from Germany and 
New South \Vales, other chemicals from 
England, iron from Scotland, timber from 
America, etc. 

The .first place visited was KADINA. As 
most are aware, Kadina is situated at the 
north of Yorke's Peninsula, 117 miles north­
west of Adelaide, and 6 miles from \Vallaroo 
Bay. The population of the municipal dis­
trict is about 1700, while that of the adjoining 
mines is 2500. The town owes its prosperity 
chiefly to the rich copper mines, which give 
employrr.ent to a large number of workmen. 
North and east it is surrounded by an im­
portant agricultural district. G. B. Moysey 
is the preacher of an rnergetic and quickly 
growing church . He preaches almost every 
Sunday at Kadina, and occasionally visits 
t~e 1ittle church at Bews, some twenty miles 
distant. Largely owing to the untiring efforts 
of Bro. ::\Ioysey and family, and a few earnest 
~vork~rsi the cause has made good progress 
m this important centre. The mission was 
successful in many ways. Somehow, I 
usually make a rather poor start, and, so far, 
have bfen generous enough to blame the 
weathE:r. At Kadina and Broken Hill, the 
tent was raised only to be lowered again, a 
blinding dust storm sweeping across the 
town, and threatening to bring down houses, 
as well as tents. At Port Pirie we managed 
to keep up our sails, though the dust was so 
thick and the light so dim that preacher and 

As one might gather from what I have 
just said, Broken Hill is a very cosmopolitan 
place. Just as stores and supplies come from 
all parts of the world, so do its inhabitants. 
All nationalities seem well represented. In 
the search for money its inhabitants have 
come from all parts of Australia, and all 
continents. As one might well expect, such 
a large town, composed of such a population, 
is noted for its ungodliness. Worldliness 
abounds there. Even religionists, from other 
places, frequently lose their religion when 
settling amid such surroundings. Living in 
Broken Hill, they do as Broken Hill does. 
Many apparently steadfast members of other 
churches have, when in the Hill, drifted to 
sectarianism, or to utter worldliness. Chur­
ches whose members go to the Hill should 
take special care to acquaint the little church 
there that they may be visited, and invited 
to attend the meetings. Transfers to the 

church there should be sent without d 
Will secretaries please note this ? elay, 

But in Broken H ill gold is found i 
quantities :issociated wi th the sil ver . : sniaU 
there the pure gold of Christ-like' Ii~, eve_n 
sometimes to be seen. T he faithful few ~s is 
held the fort, but little aggressive work 1f ve 
been clone. No preaching service had bias 
held for years. An occasional effort h!~ 
been made only when an evaneelist 
preaching brother visited the Hill. E\, or 
h . . en 

t e_ mom~ng meetings were never advertised, 
It 1s a pity that the work should have been 
so long neglected. The missioner encountered 
difficulties here ,~h1ch ~v:re found nowhere 
else, yet after twice sluftmg the position of 
the tent, fairly large and interested audiences 
assembled, and it may safely be said that the 
ground was well cleared for future evangel­
istic work : I 1 were added by faith and 
o~edience, several were restored to fellow­
ship or received , being for merly baptised, 
and at the close of the mission bright hopes 
were entertained by all that M . W. Green, 
now located at Broken Hill, would be able to 
do much aggressive work in that important 
town. On reaching Adelaide I was informed 
of a sceptic who had never attended church 
since he was a boy (he is now 60) 1 who hap­
pened to drop in one of my meetings at the 
Hill, since when he has regularly attended 
church services in Adelaide. Several similar 
instances could be recorded of those who 
came to the tent who seldom, if ever, bad 
entered church buildings. 

3. \i\TrLLUNGA. This village of ab.out 400 

inhabitant~ is 30 miles south of Adelaide. It 
is reached by mail coach twice per da_y. Sur­
rounding it on all sides is a rich agncultural 
district; the town is pret ily situ,ted o~ a 
gentle rise, em bow, red in trees, from which 
a splendid view of Port Willuaga i~ to be 
seen. Slate quarries, onc"! in full swmg, a e 
now scarcely used, suggesting that our 
church experience in Willunga h_as _been very 
similar. Once there was a flounshmg cause, 
but it was allowed to dwindle down almost 
to nothing. No gospel meeting was held for 
years, until the work was revived a few year

1
s 

ago by Bro. Crosby and others. · 
\i\Teeks is doing a good work there and ~~ 
McLaren Vale . Our mission was not so we 
attended as the previous mission I held ther 
18 months ago (the McLaren Vale peoJ·a 
for the most part not attending as t~ey_ / 11 previously), nor was the mission so nut l _ 

of immediate results, yet the breth~en tl~e 
joiced over the good accomplished dunag 
few days that we were there. .

1 4. PROSPECT. This is a subur~ 2 nuf~~ 
north of Adelaide having for its residents, . 

, b · ss 1n the most part, people engaged in usme ted 
the city or Islington. It is in an eleva·ve 
position, from which there is an extenst 

5
_ 

view of the plains and gulf beyond. At f~~r­
pect we had a fine mission. Large and 1~ es 
ested audiences attended all the servic j 
Choirs from other churches assisted the Joe~ 
choirs of North Adelaide and Prospec · 

Co11cluded 011 page 203, 
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The 
Society of Christian Endeavor 

" For Christ and the Church " 

Prayer for Missions. 
Topic for i\lay 8. 

S UGGE ST E D SUBJ ECTS AND READINGS. 

Commanded by Christ.. . . . . Lul<e 10: 1-12 
Taught by the Spirit ... . .. Rom . 8: 22-27 
For missiona ries .. . Acts 13 : J .3 
Part of our wa rfare ... Eph. 6: 17-20 
"Thy kingdom come " ... i\latt. 6 : 5.13 
Against foes of missions .. . Rom . 15 : 30-33 
Toplo.-Prnyer for missions, nt l 

home nod nbrond f 1 Tim. 2; 1-8 

P
Rf.Su .,1 ,\JJLY the meeting is not to be altogether 

used in tall<ing about prayer, but for doing 
some of the praying itself. There is doubt­
less a closer connection between the prayers 

of Christians and the conversion of sinners than 
many of us a re prepared to admit. Avoid the two 
extremes of eliminating prayer and of thinl<ing 
prayer a lone is required . Never put prayer for 
the wor ld ' s evangelisation so that it might be 
thought God had to be ashed to be willing to save 
men, or , as it sometimes with a fearful jarring falls 
on our ca rs, as if the person praying were more 
anxious than the loving F a ther who so desired the 
world's salva tion that he gave his Son. I have read 
many s tatements the past week or two which made 
prayer practically everything, working and preach­
ing practically nothing. Our danger may be that 
we will ignore the privilege and the duty of prayer. 
Our meeting is to help set us right. To help the 
meeting to do so, please learn something of home 
and fo reign missions, and pray much for them, 
before 8th i\lay. 

Missionaries generally realise the value of prayer. 
No more constant appeal comes from the foreign 
field than that for support in prayer. " I never," 
writes one, "experienced at home as one docs out 
here the comfort that comes from the lmowledge 
that many arc united in intcrc~ssion-it is a great 
stay and support." Bishop Hebe,·, "on each new 
incident of his histt'ry, or on the eve of any under­
taking, used to compose a brief prayer, imploring 
divine help and guidance." Zinzendorf at the age 
of four made a " covenant with Christ, ' Be thou 
mine , di;ar Saviour, and I will be thine ' ; and from 
the window of his grandmother' s castle he used to 
toss out letters to the Lord, telling him all his 
heart." At Halle he formed circles for prayer. 
At school he organised his fellows into "The Order 
of the Grain of Mustard Seed," pledged to seek the 
conversion of others. His saying was ever," I have 
one passion, and that is he, he alone! " You know 
how Zinzemlorf's history merged into that of the 
Moravian Brotherhood, "the pioneer church in 
missions." Of it Pierson says: " Holy living, 
ceaseless praying, cheerful giving, constitute their 
conception of discipleship, and the open secret of 
that Brotherhood, which , fewest in numbers and 
poorest in resources, leads the van of missions." 
The kind of men so raised may be illustrated by the 
brother whom Zinzendorf one day sent for and 
asl,ed : '• \'Viii you go to Greenland to-morrow as a 
missionary?" After a moment's hesitation the 
reply came, " If the shoemaker can finish the boots 
which I have ordered of him by to-morrow, I 

will go." 

Conducted by A. R Main 
139 Buc11LEv ST., FooTscRAv. 

"M . f . . ,' eet,~gS., or fasting and prayer, and for deeper 
spm~ual llfe, says A. T . Pierson, "have been the 
matrix where missionaries have been moulded." 
So_ began m~dern missions ; the faint beginnings 
~e111g fo_und, 111 the middle of the eighteenth century, 
Ill certa111 preachers uniting in a "concert to promote 
more abundant application to a duty that is perpet­
ually binding-prayer that our God's kingdom may 
come, joined with praises," to be "offered weeldy 
on Saturday evening and Sunday morning, and more 
solemnly on the Arst Tuesday of every quarter. " 
In_ 1?84 the Northamptonshire Association of Baptist 
"11111sters passed a motion exhorting their churches 
to engage " heartily and perseveringly " in prayer 
to God on the Arst ~londay of every calendar month 
and at the same hour. It 1792 the Baptist Mis'. 
siona ry Society was formed at l{ettcring, of which 
Carey was the first missionary. This was the time at 
which the famous collection of £13/2/6 was tal,cn up. 

It seems certain that there is a very close con­
nection between prayer and the \Velsh revival. 
Prayer was offered both by individuals and also in 
" circles formed by devout persons who agree to 
unite together in prayer at a given hour every day." 
It may interest Endeavorers to lmow that it is 
believed that '' the great r evival in Wales started in 
a Christian Endeavor meeting in the New Quay 
Calvinistic Methodist Church," in February, 1904. 
So says the C.E. ll'orlcl. 

The Student Volunteer i\lovcment, one of the 
most powerful forces and hopeful signs in the 
world's evangclisation, was born of prayer. In one 
of his ~lclbourne addresses of two years ago, 
John R. Mott, secretary of the World's Student 
Christian Federation, used these words, very per­
tinent to our subject:-" Everything vital to this 
missionary enterprise, at home and abroad, hinges 
on prayer. Do we want laborers? This is the one 
method which Jesus Christ specially emphasises 
for the obtaining and thrusting forth of Christian 
workers. In 1882 the Church Missionary Associ ­
ation adopted the plan of devoting a day to praying 
for workers. In the five years prc\'ious to that 
fifty-one new miss ionaries had gone out; in the 
next five years one hundred and twelve went out. 
... You and I may differ as to our educational 
advantages, our social · position, our executive 
ability, our financial resources , but in this matter 
of ability to use the forces of the prayer kingdom 
God has been pleased to place us on a level, if we 
will rise up to our prh·ilcges. The greatest sin you 
and I can commit, I sometimes think, is to omit 
using this force .•.. That old word of warning 
comes back to me, 'God forbid that I should sin 
against the Lord in ceasing to pray fur you ' 
[I Sam. 12: 23] .... In the words of Nessima, 
the great Japanese scholar and head of the Chris­
tian College, • Let us advance upon our knees: it 
means victory.' 11 

The text that will be most frequently quoted for 
this topic is " Pray ye the Lord of the harvest, that 
he send forth laborers into the harvest.•· You will 
of course notice the persons whom J csus taught so 
to pray-those who were themselves laborers. 
Morison says, "The injunction is in part cquh·alent 

to this : Beseech ye the Lord of the harvest that he 
may accept you , and thrust you forth into the har• 
vest field ." "There is a vas t difierence between 
praying and going, a nd praying and s taying. If 
you go, as these men did, you a rc sure that your 
prayer is being answered to that extent , at leas t ." 

John T. Faris , in an article on " \Vhat prayer 
cost some young men," describes how he saw a 
photograph of a number of young men. His friend 
explained that those, whose pictures he saw, some 
thirty or forty of them, had several years before 
agreed to pray daily for the conversion of the young 
men of their State and the spread of the lcingdom. 
The picture was taken at a forest camp for un ited 
prayer and conference. The friend proceeded : 
"\Ve can never again form a group before the 
camera. \Ve are too widely separa ted fo r that. 
A--, who is seated there in the foreground, is 
now a missionary in ~'1exico; B-- 1 at his right, is 
among the natives of \Vest Africa; C-- is preach• 
ing the gospel to the Navajos ; D-- is a home 
missionary in Oklahoma: E-- is a young minister 
in l<ansas, preaching to the young men for whom he 
prayed years ago; F-- is in J apan ; G-- is in 
South America." About half the total number were 
thus urged to the work. " Is it s tra..ng:c.'' asks 
Mr. Faris, that I replaced the photograph with a 
hand tha t t re mbled as I thought of those e:irnest 
men whose prayers for others had thrust them out 
to be used as God' s instruments in bringing the 
answers to their own petitions ? I had rccei,·cd a 
lesson in the cost of prayer. " Thus interpreted, to 
prny "Thy kingdom come " is not easy. 

The Son of God was authori sed to " ask the 
nations" for his inheritance (Psa. 2: 8). Says a 
writer in the Missio11ary I 11 tclligc11ca: " Jesus 
followed his own prayer. It led him to the cross . 
Every prayer fi xes a go:il somewhere before the 
one who prays it . P ray for the sick, the prayer 
leads to the bedside of the sufferer. Pray for the 
poor, the prayer leads to the administr:ition of 
physical necessities. Pray for the conversion of a 
friend, the prayer leads to that friend with the 
message of the bleeding Chris t. Pray for the 
salvation of the world and the prayer leads to the 
giving of self and all it possesses . . .. In pra} er 
the Christian puts the lost world dose up against 
his own throbbing breast, and obligates himself to 
help God redeem it. P,·aycr loosens the strings of 
his purse as it opens the fountain s of hi s sympathy 
and lovc. 1 1 

Notes and News. 
At the February Council meeting it was resolved, 

"That on application to the l,;nion j un ior societies 
will be affiliated. " ' Scnio,· reprcscnta ti\'es to rcprc• 
sent junior societies also. 

\'ictorian Endca" orers will please r ..: member the 
Annual Rally in the -'lason ic f-bll , .\ lcl bourne, on 
;\londay. 2~th April, :it iA5 p.m. s ha rp. Doors 
open, 6.30; song scn·icc , T. J . Cook leader , a t i .30. 
Chairman, J. Johns ton. Spca lccrs , J . \\". Baker on 
"The Duty of the Church to the C. E ." and P.A. 
Dickson on'' The Duty of the C. E . to the Church.· • 

Each metropolitan society is specially 1·cquc stcd 
to appoint two ushers for Ra lly. same to be at ha ll 
at 6.15. W. A. l{cmp will supply list of duties . 

Country socie tie s lilidy to be persona lly rcp1·e• 
scntcd nrc asked to communicate with the l,; nion 
Secretary, -'li ss G. I. Walker. Cr.,mc r-~t., Preston. 
As we bel ieve some interstate societies will a lso be 
rcprescnt.:d , we ask them to do hkc\\ isc . 

\\'ill a ll societies. pkasc obsen ·c the fullowin~ 
instructions :-1. Brmg b.1m11.•rs . :!. 0 1>!:icn·c ti n1c 
limit for fl! S p011 S \! S 1 Oll\! rn iuutc. :~. IJ\! pt11H:lu.1I. 
Song service, i .30. -1. Bring ~:m l.~) ·s h} mn l>ooJ, ,;. 
5. Collect threepence per acl1v.: m,·mber a 11,l , _. ml 
at once. G. Junior soci..:ti..:~ to be !--1...'~lt..: 1.l \ \ ilh :,1..•niur 
bring banners and ha \'e responses ready. -o.1. w. ' 
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Sunrise Somewhere. 
"With Christianity it is a'ways sunrise 

somewhere in the world,' ' says the London 
Spectator. It is so because of its capacity for 
rebirth . It is the only religion known to man 
that possesses the secret of immortality. At 
the ~ery time when men are saying that its 
day 1s past and the night is closing in upon it 
fo, eYer, it is just then that its hidden forces 
i<pring forth with the glory of a new and 
brighter day. "Chiistianity," continues the 
Sprclalor, "may be apparently extinauished 
under a weight of extraneous formula! and 
ceremonies, or lost in neLulous clouds of 
mysticism. Christendom may appear to 
f~rg~t morali~y in . f';'-vor of religious con­
nct1on. Agam, ~ehg1ous conviction may be 
accounted of no importance as against right­
eousne~s ~nd ~.ms-deeds. Yet Christianity 
Jocs not die. I be cold aspersions of science 

•~ay seet the still more redoubtable acids of of the :world presents no parallel. ~f •story 
t e slpa_r ' may appear to have turned it to the gam was a perma nent one. the C~~over, 
secu ansm d h · Again ideal of life became a nd has ' rein . nstian 
cold ash; yet it revi,·es an s mes. · d k highest and purest life known to uained the 

d again the people that have sat m _ar . . s T :~ss have seen a g_re3:t light." And th1~ 1_s there ha,·e been time,; when it ha · rue, 
one of the distingu1shmg m_arks of Chnst1- wholly subrr erge_d and lost, and wte~ellled 

. . th uahty of perpetual who bore the holiest name, and claim d lllen 
anity-it has 10 it e q · d the special representatives of Gode to be th Other religions have either passe o h 
~~:y into the gloom of night, without_ hope earth, have been guilty of crimes whichn . t _e 
of a resurrection dawn, or else are_now m tl~e a shame even to speak of. Yet even . 

11 
ts 

decrepitude of a~ old aise for which there 1s darkest hours, when earth wore its in the 
no elixir by which thtir youth can .be re- godless look, the id~al still remained, an~o~t 
stored. And surely Christianity has passed due season rose agam to re-assert its an . in 
through the furnace of fire often e_nough ~or strength. " No one ca n read the histo cient 
us to speak with certainty about its quality Christianity with an intelligent and unb? 

0J 
of indestructibility! Its worst foes have _beev. mind without being convinced that the t~~ 
those of its own household . The enell?1es of through which it has passed-the perils a~~ 
Christianity have not been slow to remmd us vicissitudes which it has come throu h 
of this. But in doing so they hav~ not had triumphantly- are in themselves abunda~t 
enough discrimination or sense of fair play to proofs of its undying vitality. 
discriminate between the false and the real. 
They have seen a Chri~tianity distor_ted by 
paaanism and speak of 1t as though 1t were 
th; real thing. Just as Mr. Blatchf~rd in 
one of his Clario11 articles tells of the disgust 
be felt at seeing in an art gallery the picture 
of a maiden bein!?' led by a crowd of monks 
to her death. In replying to which, Mr. Haw, 
in his "Religious Doubts of Democracy," 
says : " Mr. Blatchford called the monks 
unholy savages. They were unholy savages, 
in the sense that some of the French Revolu­
tionists, and some of the Hindus, and some 
of the cultured American Democrats, have 
bten unholy savages. But what of the 
maiden ? She stands in the picture for 
Christianity. The monks only stand for 
man's inhumanity. She was giving her life 
for her faith. Where is the man or the 
maiden who has gone to the stake for 
Socialism?" 

This picture is indeed an allegory. In it 
are seen the wrongs inflicted upon Chris­
tianity, and the patient endurance of these 
wrongs. For a time, it seemed as though 
the triumph of the monks meant the downfall 
of Christianity. And so it would have, if the 
monks had formed any vital part of it. But 
it was the m-,idrn, with her simple faith and 
steadfast loyalty, that represented the vital 
element of Christianity. In her, and through 
her, and such other pure and lofty minds, 
Christianity achieves its triumphs and wins 
its way. In seeking after types of Christianity, 
who but the veriest simpleton would select a 
Judas? And this is just where men make 
the great mistake. The imperfect type, the 
distorted creed, or anything but the real 
thing, is held up as the mirror of Christianity. 
The fact is ignored that the distorted picture 
is what Christianity is trying to save man 
from. This is what Christianity has been 
endeavoring to do from its inception, namely, 
to lift man out of himself into a higher and 
better life. And this it has done. Millions 
of our race have caught something of tl:e 
likeness of its great Founder; and all the 
world has been blessed, directly and in­
directly, because the ~on of 1:1an once li':'ed 
and died and rose agam, It 1s only relatmg 
tbe sobc r facts of history when we say that 
"with Christianity an im'?ense forward stride 
was taken in the moral hfe of the world; or 
rather-may we not say-an immense moral 

And when we ask, "What is the secret of 
this vitality ?" what shall we answer? The 
Spectator asks this question, but seems unable 
to answer it . It a sks, " Where is the vital 
spark of Christianity ? In dogma or in 
ethics, in worship or in charity ?" The 
answer that it gi ves is in the negative. " It 
is impossible to say, just as it is impossible 
to tell the precise posi tion of the soul in the 
human body, or the place of God in the order 
of nature. All the Christian systems produce 
saints, and all show a capacity for revival.'' 
But surely some clear and definite answer 
can be given to this important question. 
Undoubtedly there can. Where is the vital 
spark of Christianity? Not in dogma, or 
ethics, or worship, or charity ; for these, after 
all, are only developments of the vital spark. 
We must go back of all these to get the 
answer. vVe must go back to Christ himself 
and find in him the secret of the vitality of 
Christianity. Christ himse:f explains every· 
thing. When we know him and the pow.er 
of his life, we know how it is that th~ C_hns• 
1 ianity of which he is the au tho: •~ JDde• 
structible. \Ve understand how 1t 1s that 
"with Cbristirnity there is always sunrise 
somewhere in the world." H.B. \ ,Yorkman, 
in his lecture on "Jesus Christ as the Son of 
Man " very finely illustrates our thought. 

' • 1 · bas He says · "Once once only m al time 
' ' d t d · there come one whom all men can un ers an • 

who is neither Jew nor Gentile, nor Roman, 
nor Greek nor French, nor German, nor 
Englishma

1

n, nor Irishman ; but with wh~; 
every race-Jew, Gentile, Roman, Grf 1~ 
French, German, Russian, Japanese- ~e e 
perfect affinity. Once, once only in a

1
.ll ~tes 

bas there come one whom no pecu 1ari 1 

cut off, who is not limited down t? an~t~~~ 
race or century, for whom there !s n~ not 
language nor speech where his v01ce _is best 
heard. Son of man, because all that 1~ .

0 
and truest and tenderest in human hfefe~t 
every age and clime finds in him its per d 
expression. Son of man, because EaSt 30

0 
Wtst and North and South, white faelI 
black man, and yellow man, those who 'der 
round the frozen Poles, those who wan 1 amid the sands of the Sahara, all alike few­
and it is true of no other one in the wor ;r 
that he supplies their perfect ideal. Son to 
man, because he is the magnetic centretbe 
which every quivering heart is drawn, 
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hope of universal men through twenty cen­
tu~ies._'' The ~ecret of the vitality of Christi­
anity 1s found m Jesus," the changeless ideal 
of changing humani1y." 

Doubtless, in the experience of all Christian 
workers there come periods of deep depression 
the experience of failures-failures that stu~ 
and bewilder us-when the wheels of the 
gospel chariot ~eem to move heavily; when 
the forces of evil seem to be triumphing over 
the forces of good; when the drift of things 
in the church and out of it seems to be all 
wrong. In hours such as these it will be well 
for us if we ke_ep our eyes fixed upon the 
changeless Christ, to remember that with 
Jesus "no age outgrows his power to under­
stand and to· be understood. No century 
exhausts the fulness of his meaning. Time 
never withers or stales the infinite variety of 
his charms . Jesus Christ is the same yester­
day, to-day, and for ever; whose sympathies 
and affinities and comprehensions, not merely 
race, but time itself, is powerless to limit or 
impair." The fluctuations of ancient or modern 
history will not trouble us.if, once for all, there 
is within us a deeo-rooted conviction of the 
supremacy of the unchanging Christ. In all our 
work, in all our difficulties and disappoint­
m~nts, let the thought be uppermost in our 
minds that the religion of Jesus is not for a 
day, but for eternity; that out of seeming 
evil, good eventually comes; that after the 
darkest night, there is the dawn of morning. 
And if our lot should be cast in surroundings 
where the work is hard, and the outlook 
without much promise, let us never forget 
that somewhere in the world there is sunrise. 
If gospel triumphs are not being won just 
where we happen to be, they are being won 
somewhere else. Not that this thought 
should content us, but rather that it should 
fill us with hope, as we remember that Chris­
tianity never dies-that out of apparent 
failures, some of its greatest victories have 
been won. 

Tent Missions m South 
Australian Fields 

Co11ti1111ed from page 200, 

JViucb effort was put into the mission by their 
evangelist, A. M. Ludbrook, and a splendid 
band of co-workers, and much good resulted. 
There were 23 additions by faith and bap­
tism, and 1 added who was previously bap­
tised. The last 3 meetings were held in the 
new chapel, the tent having been forwarded 
to Port Pirie. The brethren at Prospect and 
North Adelaide have a glorious opportunity 
for much aggressive work in the immediate 
future. Regret was expressed on all hands 
that the tent mission was so short. 

5, PoRT PIRIE, This important town is 
169 miles from Adelaide, in the south-east 
bight of Germein Bay; it is reached by rail 
via Blythe and Gladstone, or by steamer. It 
has been called the " Metropolis of the 
North." It has a wharf frontage of nearly a 
mile and a half, broad streets, commodious 
~varehouses, and large up-to-date shops. _Its 
population is aoout 10,000. At the smelting 
works, about 1500 workmen are employed. 
These works are said to be the largest of 
their kind in the world. The principal part 

of their work consists in smelting the ore 
from the Broken Hill Proprietary Mine. The 
cl h . 1 · · · iurc !n I 11s place 1s fairly stron.; numeri-
cal\y; it has had varied experiences, amid 
which a_ fe~v faithful disciples have worked 
p~rsevenng y and energetically. The mission 
stirred up the church and neighborhood. 
The_ great need now i£ for an evangelist to be 
stationed there. Bro. Morrow, now on a 
tour round the world, has done most of the 
preaching for some time. 

Though the weather was unfavorable fur 
the commencement of mission, the attend­
ances were good. Great interest was aroused, 
and_ 17 were added to the Lord. Sister Adams, 
Scn_pture-reader, from Moonta, greatly assi5-
ted m the work of visitation. 

Permit now a suggestion or two. 
I. EMPLOYME!\T OF STATE EVANGELIST, 

There is a work done in this direction which 
can only be accomplished by the employment 
of a State preacher. \Vhile Hindmarsh church 
has generously loaned its evangelist, it cannot 
be expected that churches should continuously 
meet the need by loaning the services of their 
preachers . It is to be hoped that South 
Australia will follow the good example of 
Victoria and \Vest Australia, and soon pro­
cure its State evangelist. The missions just 
concluded were, for the most part, loo short. 
Longer mee·ings could be arranged for if a 
tent missioner was engaged. 

2. A STATE SINGER should also be pro­
cured, if possible. There are places where 
good singing is almost indispensable to suc­
cess. A singing evangelist going on as an 
advance agent, getting choirs ready, etc., 
would be a very great help. Brethren of 
South Australia, let us see that the tent is 
rolled up only in order that a fresh start 
might soon be made with a series of missions 
which shall never end till our work on earth 
is finished. 

I now return to my own church at Hind­
marsh, with which I have spent nearly seven 
happy years. It was with no intention of 
entering the mission fie'd that I consented to 
conduct the missions just concluded. I love 
my work at Hindmarsh too well to allow of 
my leaving it now, though I am thankful for 
the opportunity I have bad to engage for a 
while in the glorious service of conducting a 
series of tent missions, thus inaugurating 
this work in this State. 

From the Field 
1·11c field is the tvorlcl.-1\Icztt. 13 : 38 

---:o:---

New Zealand 

P1,11JATUA .-The four baptised last Lord's day and 
another immersed belie,er took membership yester­
day . The Bible School bad a social galheriag last 
Thursday in the new schoolroom to celebrate the 
achievements of the Reds and Blues. Another Rally 
with new captains has been started. 

April 3. G. l\lANll'OLD. 

OAMARU.-On April 2, at the close of an address 
by Bro. McCrackell, one young womaa and two 
young men decided for Christ. One of the Jailer is a 
former Sunday School scholar. These three friends 

live at a good distance in 1he country. Sister Mrs. 
McCrackett is seriously ill. The prayers ol the 
brethren are asked for her recovery. 

April 5. W . K. 

MATA'CRA.-At the close of a splendid sermon by 
Bro. Gordoa a young man made the good confess1on 
and was immersed the same hour. Bro Gordon has 
gone to Mornington, Dunedin, to conducl a !en days' 
mission there. 

April 3. W . TAYLOR. 

WELLINGTON Soun1.-0n April 2 our anniversary 
services were held. T. J. Bull addressed the church 
in the morning. R. J. Dick the scholars and friends ol 
the Sunday School in the alternoon, and A. F . Turner 
preached at night. On the following Wednesday 
evening a tea meeting was held, and af!erwards a pro­
gramme coasisting of items rendered by members of 
!be Dixon-st., Petone and Welliagtan South churches 
was presented. About 300 were present, aad a very 
enjoyable aad iastruclive evening was spent. During 
the month of March we had four additions to our 
membership, three being by leller and one by faith 
and baptism . 

April 8, A. F . TonNER. 
---o---

Victoria 
PnESTON.-Good mee1iogs. A brother from Ber­

wick and two sisters from Seymour broke bread with 
us in the eveaiog, and were very glad to have the 
opportunity. They were made very welcome. 

April 17. W .W . 

BLACKDURN.-About forty present at this morning's 
meetiag, some thii ty breakiag bread. This evening 
we commeaced our gospel missioa, with P . J. Pond 
preachiag . At the close of his address we were 
eacouraged aad our hearls were gladdened by four 
coming forward aod confessing their Saviour. 

April 16. W.R. 

MrnYJP.-Tbe lillle church in this place has con­
tinued to "hold the fort" until circumstances reader 
it necessary to slorm the fort, the fort in this case 
being the enemy's stronghold . \Ve have lo~t members 
by removal until the writer is the only male member 
and the sisters but three who can be relied oa as at­
tendants at the meeliogs . We have aot the strength 
to do the work that ought to be doae. Our Sunday 
School is the oaly one in the town. The religious 
needs of the place are neglected. Believing that the 
lime bas come for a forward move, we are resolved to 
hold a mission, but as far as the church here is con• 
cerned we are unable to finance the same. Anyone 
willing to assist us in this matter may forward rtona• 
lions, boy.ever small, eilher to H. Gray, Horsham, or 
to the undersigaed at Miayip, who will thankfully 
take charge of same and put it to the best use. 

April 12. A. R. BE!'<N. 

l\lELUOORNE (Swanston-st.).- Last Lord's day 
morniag we had amongst our visitors J. Inglis Wright 
of Duaedin, who addressed the church most accept• 
ably, also Bro. and Sister Michel from Invercargill, 
Sister Thompson from Boulder,W.A., Sister Morrow 
from Port Pirie, S.A .. also Sister Benn from Minylp. 
J. Inglis Wright will be with us o,·cr Coaference, and 
will take part In our Foreign Mission annual meeting, 
giviag bis lecture "The Dark Places of the Earth." 

R1cu,1osu (Balmain-st.)-Two additioas by faith 
aad obedience yesterday-one "ho made !he con!es­
~ioa during Neptune-st. mission, and one who con­
fessed faith in Christ and was baptised the same hour 
of the night. We take courage and praise God that 
more have been baptised into Christ here during tho 
year than by any 01ber church in Victoria. The 
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1· -----
Bible School Rally is in its se\·entb week wi1b 67 new 
scholars, and a school of 320 scholars and 30 teachers . 

April 17 P J.P. 
---:o:---

South Australia 

\\'JLLJA:-..ts1·ow:..- \Ve bad good meetings last 
Lord's day. The gospel service at night was a very 
impressh·e one. \Ve are sorry that we are losing Bro. 
Roland, \\bo bas been a faithful worker in the church 
here. This is the fourth member who has gone from 
here during the past month. May the Lord bless 
and keep them faithful. 

April 13 . E . G.W. 

PRos1•t::cT -The meetings are keeping up well. 
.Four ha\·e been receind since last report- one for­
merly immersed and three by faith and baptism. 

J .C.W. 
~onwoon.-Since last report we have received into 

our fellowship two by obedience to Christ. P . A. 
Dickson preached to a large congregation last night. 
Last Thursday evening we bad a good meeting, when 
our Sisters Matthews told tbe story of their work 
among 1he Aboriginals on tbe Murray River. 

April 17. A. C. RA:,KJ:iE. 

YonK.-Our Sister Savage departed this life on 
April 13th, and we committed her body to tbe grave 
yesterday afternoon. To-night, in tbe course of our 
address, we made reference to her life and translation. 
Our hearts rtjoiced when, io response to the im•ita­
tion, the husband and brother made the confession. 
Mr. Sange boldly faced the audience, and said that 
by the help of God he would endeavor to walk the 
same way as his late wile. As the meeting was dis­
persing, a sister of Mrs. Savage. who previously bad 
confessed Christ, signified her desire to be baptised, 
and an elderly man, pre\•iously baptised, requested to 
be restored . Tbis gave us four decisions-three men 
and one woman. To God be the glory. 

April 16. H . J. HoRSELL. 

GoOL\\'A.-The gospel mission conducted by G. S. 
Bennett, from ~ilang, terminated on Friday last. 
The me<;tings were well attended all through, and a 
lh•ely interest manifested. Much regret is felt that 
the mission could not have been continued a little 
longer, as it is certain that several more are on 
the verge of deciding for Christ. As the result of the 
mission, one united with ns from the Baptists, and 
ten others came forward and confessed Christ. Most 
of these have been bap1ised; the others are to be bap­
tised at an early date. j ,1.1es Manning, from Grote­
street, was with us to-day. He extended the right 
hand of fellowship to seven of the new com•erts, and 
preached to a large audience this evening. 

April 16. J . .M. GOIIDON. 

---:o:---

New South Wales 
Lu,:.toRE.-On Sunday, April 9, we had good meet­

ings. Ftve were received in-two by faith and obedi­
ence and three by letter, viz.: Lemuel Snow, bis wife 
and daugh1er, who for some years have been out of 
touch with the church, but will now meet with the 
~mall bouy of disciples at Bangalow, one c,I our mis­
bion CJUlfO~lS, where J.P. F.Walker conducls services 
unce a month, 

Apiil 1..1, E.A.W. 

AL:IA.-'Ihe annual bllliines~ meeting of 1he church 
wa.:, held on March ~9th, when the secretary's report 
bhO\\t:d that during the year there had been 10 
additions-IS by faith and baplitim, 1 baptised lieliever 

d I restored while 4 had been removed by death. 
~~ was decided• to retain the ser~ices of Bro. Clow as 

r t in conjunction with the church at 
cvange 1s , who bas been 
Balakla\"a, for another year. A. Jones, f 
s•cretary for 3 years. was elected to fill the office o a 
d~acon. Bro. Clow preached the gospel here lasl 
- d n1'ght at the close of which a young lady who :,un ay , I • 
confcsred her faith at the previous gospe meeting 

was baptised . 
April 16. ---o---

A.L .J. 

West Australia 
HAR\'t::Y.-Tbrough the efforls of Thos. Hagu_er 

with bis tent, ,ix made the good confession, while 
many were brought to a better knowkgc of the cause 
that we plead. The thankoffering amounlcd to £3 /11/7. 
The brethren were much edified and strengthened. 
Bro. Scambler during tbe mission ably assisted in the 

song service. G. P . CHAR)IA:i . 

BOULDER C1TL-Al the close of A. J . Saunders' 
address last Sunday evening a young man made the 

:;:ood confession. 
April IO. J.A.R. 

Here and T}lere 
J-Ic,-e" little, there a lilllc.--Jsaia/J 28 : 10 

-0-

□ If the Subscriber should discover a pencil 
mark in the above square, he will know that 
his S11bscription is d11e and that our Agent 
would be glad of a Settlement. 

Rescue Home Sunday, May 7th. 
Wanted, £380 for S.A. Home Missions! 

One confession at Brunswick last S,mday night. 

Four decisions at York, S.A., last Sunday evening. 

South Australian "harvest thanksgiving offering," 
April 30th . 

There was one confession at South Yarraon Sunday 
evening last. 

RxscoE HoME SONDAY, MAY 7TII. Help urgently 
needed. Treasury empty. · 

"Austral Songs" contains the cream from our 
American song publications. 

Next mission in W.A. will be beld in Nth. Perth, 
commencing April 30th. 

Preachers will find fine gospel hymns 10 suit their 
sermons in •• Austral Songs." 

For a good collection of gospel solos, duels and 
quartelles see" Austral Songs." 

Bible Schools looking for good anniversary pieces 
will find plenty in "Austral Songs." 

RE~CUE Ho~rn Su:.uAY, MAY 7TH. Twenty in­
mates to support. No funds in hand . 

\ViJ have received for \V. \V. Davey Fund, from 
Miss Williamson, 10/-; W. H. Plech, 10/-. 

Churches desiring lo make the song service briµht, 
helpful and devotional, gel" Austral Songs." 

South Australian members look out for the great 
Foreign l\lissionary Hally to be held in Adelaide 
toward~ the end ol June. Particulars in later issue. 

South Austra 1ans, support your Home Mis . 
they particularly need your assistance just now_stons: 

Those interested in our American publt' . 
. . cations ·11 find a completed hst of those 10 stock on p '~1 
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Lovers of good sacred mu sic arc advised lo 
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· 

Dr. l\licBurney·s compositions in "Austral S ook Up 
ongs." 

The Treasurer of the Tasmanian H .M Co . 
· h h · mmittee acknowledges wtl t anks the sum of 6/1 (mite b 

from "A.A.B ." ox) 

One confession at Donnybrook WA I ' . . , argel 
through the work of B ro. Sears, sear forme I y 
Cheltenham . ' r y 01 

The treasurer of the East Suburban Tent Fund 
acknowledges 20/-_ from Don caster church and 

216 
from R . J . Somerville . 

Tbe prayers of the brotherhood are asked on behalf 
of the miss ion now being conducted al Blackburn. P. 
J . Pond is the missioner . 

R uscuE Ho~m S oND AY, MAY 7T11. We ask every 
church for a collection. £250 required to meet 
present year's expenses . Save the girls! 

The Secretary of the Tasmanian H .M . Committee 
acknowledges , with thanks, the sum of £5 from the 
church at Impression Bay, towards tbe Jund. 

H arvey (W.A.) tent mission was brought to a close 
with a thanksgiving service on Tuesday, April 5th, 
when Bren . Sca mbler and Hagger delivered ad­
dresses. 

All interested in church work would do well to 
visit Balmain-st., Richmond , on May 9th, and learn 
of the work of its nine or ten societ ies, etc. Sec 
Coming Events. 

We are asked lo remind you of the concert next 
Tuesday (25th) in aid of General Dorcas work, at 
Lygon-st., 8 p.m . A splendid programme has been 
arranged by Nat Haddow . 

The church recently organised at Neptune-st. will 
be run for a time as a mission from Balmain•st., 
Richmond . Thos. Frazer, 43 Green-st., Richmond, 
has been appointed secretary. 

A. L. Gibson is preaching to good audiences at the 
chapel, Rathdown-st., North Carlton. Sunday week 
there were two confessions and last Sunday one. The 
school is increasing every week. 

The church at North Carlton wishes to express 
thanks to the sisters who so kindly donated the money 
for the malting in the aisles, and for cleaning the walls 

of the building recently purchased. 

The church at Nth. Adelaide and Prospect col. 
Iected £12/14/- for the tent mission at Prospect. The 
mission cost £6/10/- . The balance was sent Bro. 

. of the Pittman to help the local expenses on some 

other missions. t 
Will S. Australians, who intend being present : 

the Federal Conference, Melbourne, June 2 to ' 
please forward their names and addresses to H._ J. 
Horsell, l{ilkenny, at once, in order tha~ cone~:~: 
fare may be applied for . Don't leave this unll 
moment; send name now. 

A rare opportunity will be given to hear a lot ~I 
. . . b who rs 
inlere~llng things about New Zealand Y one d 
f ·1· · h h · · Wednes ay am1 iar wll t at rnterestmg country on rs 
evening, April 26th, at Swanston-st. chapel. J · J~g 

1
t 

\., · h • h" Maori ar • ,vng 11s an expert on 1he natural 1story, 
etc , etc. See Coming Events, 

· telegraOI On Monday we received the following 
I 

al 
from Bros. Way and Kyme :-·• Geeveston rev v '. 
T · · last sun a~mama. 30 more good confessions since h 
day ; 15 immersed yesterday · 2:.1 added to the cburc b, 
, . ' cburc 
vround and some timber promised for a new hO 
building. Thanks be unto God who giveth us 

1 

victory. Christ is all in all ." 
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The work of the Resoue Home 

oonduoted by Bro. and, Sister J. 
Pittman is one about which we 
hear but little, in fact about 
which little can be said, but it is 
none the _less important on that 
account. On the first Sunday in 
May a. modest and quiet appeal 
is ma.de, and we trust that a. 

~ 
liberal response will be made. 
If you want fuller pa.rtiouln.rs, 
write to Joseph Pittman, Arm-

~;;;;~~ 
Two confessions at Paddington, Sydney, last Sun­

day night. Splendid meetings . 

On another page will be found an outside and 
inside view of the new tent used by Harward and 
Pittman in their mission work . Melbourne brethren 
will have an opportunity of seeing it in use at Ascot 
Vale, beginning April 30th. Those who bave not 
helped in this matter are informed that H . G Harward 
wants £35 more to pay off the debt on thi s "moving 
tent." Send along now before it is too late. 

"Five were received in at Port Pirie, S .A, last 
Lord's day morning, as a result of faith and obedience. 
R. W . Duncan was with us all day, addressing the 
church in the morning, and preaching in the evening. 
We appreciated his help very much, especially as be 
had to sacrifice two days in order to be with us. All 
the meetings were well attended. We are feeling the 
need of an evangelist \'Cry much at present, the more 
so on account of Vv. Morrow's trip round the world . 
-W. C. 0 ." 

Miss L . Andrews writes from Sydney, N ,S.W.:­
" A very interesting Foreign Mission drawing-room 
meeting was held at the home of Mrs. John Hindle on 
March 10th, the topic being' Africa.' Sister Jones 
presided. Two interesting papers were read by l\'Irs, 
Gole and Miss Nellie Smith. Mr. Martin, from the 
Missionary Training •Home, Stanmore, gave us an 
earnest talk which was very much appreciated . Mrs. 
Ball and Mr~. Mitchellhill kindly sang some song~ 
for us, Miss Ettie Kingsbury bdng the accompanist. 
Mrs. Hindle read a very interesting letter from Sister 
Stubhin in India. A collection was taken up at the 
close of the meeting, which is to be sent to the little 
church at Bulawayo, South Africa. After a social 
cup of tea, a very pleasant meeting broke up, each 
feeling it was good to hear about the brethren nnd 
sisters who arc trying so faithfully to extend the 
!\'laster's kingdom to the heathen ." 

Amongst the recipients of degrees at the recent 
Melbourne University Commencement was ·Miss 
Violet Lee, B .A., of Footscray, Miss Lee bas bad a 
splendid educational ncord. Gaining a State School 
Scholarship for three years, she attended the Uni­
versity High School, acd passed the matriculation 
examination. Proceeding to the University, nt the 
end of the first year she obtained first class honors in 
Deductive Logic, taking the Hastie Exhibi\ion (equal) 
In that subject, and also received honors in English . 
The second year again saw her name on the honor 
lists as the winner of the exhibition given in the 
School of Modern Languages. Last month the gain­
ing of honors in the same school at the final honor 
examination rendered Miss Lee eligible for the decree 
of Master of Arts in two years without further ex-

amination . During her University course Miss Lee 
was a student ol Trinity College, where each ye:ir she 
was successful in obtaini ng a non -resident exhibition. 

"The at~endances at Unley, SA., are improving, 
a~d great mterest is taken in T. J. Gore's series of 
discourses on "The Holy Spirit." Well wishers of 
the church arc extremely anxious that the prayer 
meeting on Wednesday evening and Sunday morniag 
should be properly appreciated . We feel that the 
Holy Spirit will come in power if we are prayerful 
and place God's house in the forefront. This morn­
ing P . A. Dickson gave a most helplul address. " 

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN HO~E i\llSSIO:N S. 

H . J, IIORSELL. 

\V. MOFFIT reports I confession at Bews, and 5 
decisions at Port Pirie, April 14t'.J. 

G . B. i\lovsEY has labored faithfully at Radina. 
Sunday School anniver s:iry to oe held Easter Sunday 
and picnic following day . 2 baptisms reported . 

F. PtTT~IA N comple ted bis engagement with the 
Committee on April 2nd. Splendid meetings were 
held al Port Pirie-, rernlting in a total of 17 adclitions. 
He reports the total additions to various churches 
through missions held as 81. 

M. W . GR EEN has had hard, uphill work durin~ 
his labors at B roken Hill . He is sowing the seed, 
wcrking hard. Much literature bas been distributed, 
which must prepare the way, 

J. WE EKS -Good meetings at Willunga and at 
McLaren Vale. S .S. healthy . 

E . G. \VA R.REN has accepted an in vit ation to con-
tinue his labors at Williamstown. l\lcetings arc 

good . 

G . \VrLSm: has put ic four 11·eeks at Strath1lb) n. 
His ~·ervices were appreciated and the ;,tlendances 

mucb improved . 

WANTED! every disciple ol Christ to give freely 
and willingly to the har ve;t thanksgiving offering on 
Lord's day. April 30th, to support the good w01k in 

the above fields. 

Acknowledgments. 
The silve; ·,:~ ,;;,-;,;,-;,,;,;he-gold is.111i11e, saith 

Lord of hosts.-Hagga, 2 : 8 
the 

---::,---
FOREIGN MISSION FOND. 

VlCTOR1A . 

School, Doncaster, Beae1·~ienl Fund 
W. H . Nightingale, Wony1p •, 
Church, Drummond. p~r ]. A. McKay 

Tabernacle, Fuzroy • • 
Miss"A. Kemp 
Miss Morris .. • • 
Church, South Yarra, per Mrs. Lewis 

NEW SOOTH WALES. 

.. £1 17 0 

O 4 4 
2 0 0 

2 5 O 
I O 0 

I O 0 

7 0 

l O 0 Thos. Rhodes, Tocumwal • • 
CHINESE .MISSION BUILDl'.IIG. 

Cburcb, ,\Tilliamstown ° 10 0 

SOUTH AFRICA 

Gilbert Goudie 
4 0 0 

RoBBRT LYALL, T1·cas., F. M. LuoBROOK, Sec .. 

39 Lcveson-st,, N. lllclb. 21 Collins-st., Melb. 

MEMORY.-Fecs refunded if anyone of ave.rage 
. . "th my New System, cannot speak entirely 

ab1ltty, w1 c 11 · 
J 

H STEVENS, B.A .• 145 o tns-s t. without notes.- · ____ __ _ 

BIR.TH. 
Ah Ket) -Oc 6th April, 1905, at her 

~!ING (11te 8 B 'dgc-st. Northcot~. the wile of Wil -
res1dence, r o r• ' 
11nm Quoc Hing-a son. 

Coming Events 
Observe the ti111e of tlreir co111i11g.-Jer. 8: 7 

---o---
APRIL 25.-Tucsday, 25th, Lygnn-s t. Chapel, 

8 o'cloclc , Concert in aid of Gcnc,·:il Dorcas Funds. 
Splendid Programme. Conductor, :--. 11:iddnw. 
Admission, Gd, 

VICTORIAN CONFERENCE. 

APRIL 19.- Sisters' Conference lrom 10.30 
Lygon-st., Chapel. 

am ., 

APRIL 20.-Tcmpcr.l.nce Demonstration, ; 45 pm., 
Masonic Hall. 

APRIL 21.-Geceral Conference, 9 30 a.m., Lygon-st. 
Chapel. 7.30 p.m , Home tllission Meeting, 
Masonic Hall. 

APRIL 22.-General Con[erecce, 9.30 a.m . 7.30 p.m., 
Foreign Mission Meeting, Lygon-st. Chapel. 

APRIL 23.-Conference Sermon, Lygon-st. Chapel, 
3 p.m., by A. R . Main. Subject, "The 
Inevitable Christ." 

APRIL 2.1.- Confereoce Picnic, at Survey Paddock, 
Burnley, 7 45 p m., Christian Endea,or !Jem­
onstralion, ~1dsonic Hall. 

APRIL 26.-\Vedncsday. New Zealand. All who 
have b, ard anything of N~w Zealand want lo hear 
more. Tb is opportunity will be given in the Chris­
tian Chapel, Swanston-st., Melbourne, on the evening 
of Wednesday, April 26 th, at 8 o'clock, when Mr. J. 
Inglis Wrigh1, a resident of the country, will give an 
Ill ustrated Lecture, including Scenery,People,Nati\'es, 
Natural History, Maori Art, Industries, Legislation, 
Prohibition, etc Mr. \Vright bas expert knowledge 
of the things of which he speaks, having lived in the 
country for many years and made a special study 
of many of the Ceatures of this wonderful land. The 
Lecture will be profu,ely illustrated with a splendid 
series o[ Limelight Views. Thi~ will be a rare chance 
of hearing Mr. Wright, as he will be in Melbourne 
but a Ccw days . Admission, 6d. 

APRIL 26,-Wednesday. North Fitzroy Chapel, 
St. George's -road . Addresses on "The Coming of 
the Lord and the Filling of the Spirit," by J. W. 
Baker, W . Burgess and others. Country visitors 
please note. 

APRIL 28.-Friday. At Swanston-st. Lecture 
Hall, 1st Annual Meeting and Election of Officers in 
connection with the Temperance Union. All mem­
bers of Societies affiliated invited . 

APRIL 30 & MAY 1.-Chellenbam Church Anni­
versary. Brethren everywhere are invited, A great 
treat is promised Tea oo the tables on Monday 
evening at c; o'clock. 

APRIL 30 & L1AY 2.-The Brunswick School An­
niversary Services will be held in the Town Hall no 
April 30th Afternoon at 3, F . !d . Ludbro~k; 7 p.m. 
P . A. Dickson. Tuesday, May 2, Entertainment a~d 
Distribution of Prizes. Good programme. Specr• I 
singing by scholars, under leadership of J. H. Barcden . 

MAY 7 &: 9.-Anniversary Celebrations of Church 
at Bal main -st., Richmond, on Sunday, !'Jay 7, at II 
a .m., 3 p.m . and i p.m. All invited. Great Tea on 
Tuesday, 9th, 5 p.m to 7 p.m .. Adults, 1/-. G~and 
Public Meeting and Demonstrations of Church \\ ork, 
s pm Address, s by A. B. l\laston lll!d others. Free. 

MAY 15.-Thc Christian Endea\'Or Society a t 
Frcmantlc will hold their Anni,·crsa ry on ~lay 15th, 
1905. Any communications please send to H . A. 
\"aco, Sccrdarr, ~'.! Tucl<flcld-st., Frcmantle. 

JUNE 11, 13 &: 15.- Nonh Melbourne Sun~ay 
School Anniversary. Sunday alteruoon and evenn>g, 
Singing by the childr~n .. Tu~sday, Sin_ging, RecnJ.­
tions and Dialogues, D1stnbuuo_n of Prizes. Thurs­
day, Tea Meeting and Lantern Entertainment. C l\t. 

DEATH. 
R Ero.-On the ;th April, at Bendigo, l\lalcolm 

Reid, nged 73 (late of Ballarat), belo,:ed husband of 
Jessie Reid, f:llher of Robert R. Rctd and !\!rs. J. 
Southwick of Becdlco. 
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American Books 
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E. ROBERTS, 
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Rachel Sylvestre A Story of 
the Pioneers 

Jessie Brown Pounds 
CHAPTER XV. 

THE DEBATE, 

Next day Colonel Sylvestre rode away. As 
be passed our house, Stephen told us that he 
was undoubtedly going after a well-koowa 
infidel lecturer by the name of Horatio 
Lemmer man. 

That night I overheard father and mother 
"talking it over." They always talked 
everything over. I have known but one 
other household where there was the same 
·reasooableoess io the discussion of family 
affairs. Sometimes they thought differently, 
and neither was t,y any means a person of 
weak will. Yet in the end they agreed, and 
there was no · "last word." Each modified 
the other, and in action, when the time came 
for it, there was a beautiful unity. Their 
religious discussions had seemed to be the 
only ones which did not end in this way; but 
now that they had ended I could see io them, 
too, there had been the same desire for a 
common meeting-ground. 

About the proposed debate they held very 
different opinions. Mother thought that 
Stephen, in his youth and inexperience, ran 
a great risk in debating with a man accom­
plished in all the arts of intellectual juggling. 

"You know it is not for Stephen that I am 
concerned. It is for the great cause of 
religion in this community. Much is at 
stake. Don't you thin]~ it would be better !O 
send for some experienced debater, who will 
know about what this infidel is likely to say, 
and be able to meet him ?" 

"No," said father, "I can't look at it in 
that way, Colonel Sylvestre wants to crush 
Stephen and ruin his influence. He hoped, 
by that challenge, to &top Stephen's mouth, 
or, at least, to put him at a disadvantage 
before the audience. But Stephen stood by 
his guns and won the day. If he should 
send for somebody else now, th~: Col~nel 
would US!! it to his harm. I own 1t s a risk, 
and I feel anxious; but the boy has always 
known what he was about, and I guess he 
does now." 

Th~ debate was to begin on Thursday 
n:ioro1ag of the following week. In the mean­
time Stephen rode ove:r to Rocksford to con• 

~It so~e books owned by one of his friends. 
oaks .-how Rcarce they were and bow we 

craved them. The little library of Colonel 
Sylvestre was the only collection owned in 
our community, and in it there was not a 
b)ok which had been bought within the past 
tweaty years. Stephen had not more than 
fifteen volumes in the world, and only two or 
three of these bore upon Christian evidences. 

" I. ha~~ only one thing in the way of pre­
paration, he told me, "Io times past I 
have been so put to it for books that I have 
read all that the Colonel has in his library. 
They did not hurt me then, and they may be 
useful to rr.e now, At least, I kaow what 
the infidels were sayiag twenty-five years 
ago. They may have a new set of arguments 
by this time, but I ba\'e no means of knowing 
what tqey are." 

Considering bow sparsely St!ttled the 
country was, and how slight were our means 
of communication, it was surprising that the 
news of Colonel Sylvester's challenge and 
Stephen's acceptance travelled as it did. 
\Vhen the day for the debate came, vehicles 
of all kinds came from all directions, bringing 
those who desired to hear th~ discussion. 
It was twenty miles to Rocksford, yet nearly 
every member of the little church there was 
present. The interest of the people there 
was very keen, not only, as I learned after­
ward because of their loyalty to their faith, 
but a'iso because of their personal love for 
Stephen and Martha. Naturally, they judged 
Colonel Sylvestre to be a tyrant; for Martha 
was so gentle and affectionate that none but 
a hard parent, whatever his belief, could 
have dealt severely with her, 

MR. R. BARNES, 
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Bourke-st, (Red) trams } Pass the 
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called discrepancies in the reco:--­
fJur evangelists, then left the dire ~ ~I the 
discussion altogether to ridicule the c_ d hoe of 
the world could be saved from sin 

I 
tba that 

the shedding of innocent blood. rough 

It chanced that I did. not see l\f ~- L~m­
mnman until the morning on wb1cb tbe 
discus -ion began. He was ~ largr, ralber 
loosely huilt mac, with a flowmg grey beud 
and bright but not keen dark ey~s. He a_nd 
Colonel Syh·estre came in arm 10 arm, with 
tbe air of conquerors marcbin£! to victory. 
Following them came Cady Vincent and 
Raebel Sylvestre. 

I did not, of course, know that Rai:hel hld 
been forbidden to speak to Stephen and ml", 
but Mr. Vincent did, and I fear her conduct 
did not give him a bi!!h opinion of her 
daughterly obedience. For, as she passed 
near Stephen on her way to a seat, she bowed 
a ,d smiled gravely. Her father's eyes ,~ere 
upon her, but be took no notice of her action, 
then or af1erward. Probably be would have 
rxcused his own laxity by saying that she 
h~d not spoken and that be had not forbidden 
her the privilege of bowing to the Arrond~le~. 

I am quite aware th~t the d•fferent things 
I write down concermng Rachel Sylvestre 
often must seem inconsistent. B.it since 
that time, and even down to the present, I 
have known many beautiful and high-spirited 
women whose actions bad the outward ap­
pearance of inconsistency. 

The moderator of the debate was old 
J,1dge Oliphant, who was considered the 
ablest lawyer in the county. He was a 
rotund, jolly old gentleman, who took snuff 
frequently and laughed immoderately at 
every ~ally of wit. 

I wish I bad notes of the discus<ion, but 
perhaps if I bad there wou'd be little in them 
to interest the present generation. That day 
was long ago-farther away from us in re­
ligious thought than in actual years. I have 
but to close my eyes to li\'e over again that 
past of which I once was a part, but only 
the pen of genius can make the past live 
again for those who have never shared it. 
And I am no genius, but a trembling old 
man srekiog to set down a few plain facts as 
tb• y come back to him. 

If I remember correctly, the points of 
discussion were about as follows: 

Is the Bible the inspired \Vord of God? 
\\"as Jesus of Nazareth the divine Son of 

God? 
.\re we justified in believing in a future 

life? 
On the first point, Mr. Lemmerman had 

the opening !=peecb. In denying the inspira­
tion of lbe Scriptures, be indulged in many 
jests which I could not but think in poor 
taste. He laughed at the plagues of Egypt 
and at the id, a of Joshua's slopping the sun 
in the heavens. He complained of the 
de~t• uction of the Canaanites and the smil­
ing of the fin,t-boro. That was all. He 
brought forwa1d no argumEnts beyond the 
general inference that a just God could net 
exorrss himself in acts like these. 

Yt:t the impre;.sion upon the audience bail 
been ! urprisingly strong. The speaker's bir, 
as~er1ive manner, bis coarse humor, even his 
apparent satisfaction with bis own effort, 
told for r.iuch. I was surprised that it was 
so, Lut I be evidence was there in scores of 
a.Jmirillg fa~ei:. Colonel Sylvestre looked 
triumphant. Rachel studied the tips of her 
pretry boots while Cady Vincent whispered 
something in her car. 

Stephen began very quietly, reminding ~he 

d. that his opponent had not sp~ en 
au 1ence . • · f the Bible 
to the question of the msp1ra_t1on. o . , 
hut merely concerning the 1ust1ce of certa~~ 
acts there recorded. He then gave_ a. r_ap1 

I• f the Bible in its general d1v1s1ons, 
out 10e o ' • H d 
and some rules of interpretation. e urge 
his hearers to distinguish ca~efully _betwe:: 
the different epochs of Gods deahng w1~ 
men and bis messages to _ea~b. ~e said 
that God's word to the race in its ch~ldh c~d 
was a word to a child, spoken sometimes m 
the plain language of physical rewards and 
punishments. Theo ~e beg~n to speak. of 
the testimony of the Bible to itself, the umty 
of its parts one with another, the whole an 
expression of God's effort ~or the_ race as 
fina'ly consummated in the g1f~ of his Son. 

It is old grouod now, but 10 lhose days 
people bad less concepthn of 1be log!cal 
arrangement of the ~criptures. A B1h_le 
verse was a Bible verse, whether £Jund m 
Deuteronomy or in John's Gospel. 

It was difficult to judge of the effect of 
Stephen's speech, so Jacking was it i? the 
play of wit which pleases a popular audience. 
In the afternoon Mr. Lemmerman wasted 
half ao hour in an attempt to reply to i~, but 
I noticed that bis humor was rat her less 
merry than it ha I been io the morning. 

R 1chel was absent from the afternoon 
session, but Cady Vincent was there, keep­
ing close to the Colonel. Stephen made the 
opening speech on the second question. I 
need not go into it at length. It laid stress 
upon the acknowledged existence and gen­
uineness of the prophecies concerning Ch, ist, 
of the unrefuted testimonies concerning his 
life, the proofs of his resurrection, the witness 
of those who gave up their lives fJr him, and, 
above all, the impossibility of his life and 
character having been the creation of human 
iotelligeoce. If his life were an ideal, why 
did other human ideals fall so immeasurab'y 
below it? Why had men for eighteen hun­
dred years, in all p::,etry and art and phil­
osophy, borrowed from this ideal, instead of 
improving up::,n it? 

It was at this point I hat Stephen suddenly 
changed and became a man of fire. It 
seemed to me that I had never known him 
before. Heretofore be had been quiet, cau­
tious, feeling bis way, careful never to force 
his conclusions. But now his theme took 
pos:ession of him. He became suddenly 
assertive, with the divine asrnrtiveness of 
him who sees the chariots of heaven and the 
horsemen thereof. 

"Parallel, if you can, the sayings of the 
Man ?f. Nazueth," he cried out. "They 
are d1v1np, and can not be parallt:led in 
~uma1;1 speech. Do you say they are put 
mto his mouth by another ? By whom ? By 
Paul? Then it is Paul whom I worship. 
By Peter? Then it is Peter at whose fett I 
sit. But leave us the utterances of Jes1:s, 
and we still have the utterances of the Son 
of God." 

In his reply, Mr. L'!mmerman showed 
himself a man of much smaller calibre than 
! had supposed him. He was no de~ater, 
1n the proper sense of the word, but wa5 
merely a retailer of the stock of objections 
and the coarse jests of a certain cla~s of 
infidels of his day. He called up some rn-

It was well. on toward night wbe . 
fi:a:ished, and tlie busy farmers who had O he 
listening to the discussion all day hheen 
have been about their " chores II h s oul_d 
time; but when 'the moderator said it ~bih•s 
be left to the people whether or not tbuld 
would listen to the closing speech ·00 /Y 
secon~ point before acljourning, they were \1 
for gomg or. a 

I realised by this time that the sympatb 
of t~e ~ud_ience was _with Stephrn, and ! 
gloried m 1t, though 10 my heart it was 
subject of mortification to me that he ha: 
not a foeman more nearly worthy of his steel 
I did not know then, nor do I know now· 
whether Horatio Lemmerman was a repre'. 
sentative champion of the infidelity of his 
day. I only know that be was the one 
furnished for it, But I might have known 
even then, if I had paused to reason upon it 
that trut b will al ways have stronger ad'. 
vacates than error. 

In replying to Mr. Lemmerman's last 
speech, StPpben bad opportunity (thanks to 
his opponent's digressions) to bring in review 
the sacrifice of Christ for a ruined race. In 
those days there was much mysterious and 
confusing te1chiog concerning the atone­
ment, and I dare s:i.y Stephen was glad to 
set forth the plain teaching of the Scriptures. 
He cared little for a mere victory of words; 
but, like Paul, be was ever watchful of an 
opportunity to preach the gospel to some who 
might not otherwise hear it. 

Many were moved by his argument that 
day, as I w.:!ll know, for many told me alter­
ward that they dated a change in their lives 
to that day. For myself, I no longer saw 
upon the cross a belple~s victim, needles~ly 
crushed beneath the weight of human sm, 
but a divine will, voluntarily bowing itself 
to human limitation~, that once and for all 
the human and divine might meet. 

" It was the only way," said Stephen, 
solemnly, in closing ; and my own heart 
answered, "It was the o:ily way." 

In leaving the building, I came ¥PJ~ 
Rachel. How or when she had come 1 

not know. I was about to speak to her, 
when she was joined by Cady Vincent. 

11 
I 

"At last I" she exclaimed lightly. 
·t t rns thought this was to be a debate, but I u 

out to be a revival meeting." . s a 
My heart bad been full of good tbmg k 

moment before, but they seemed to ta t 
sudden flight. I was a very foolish and ho st 
beaded boy, and at that moment I alma 
hated Rachel Sylvestre. 

(To be Co11ti1111ed.) 
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