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Victorian Sisters~ Conference 
The meeting was opened at 10.30 by Mrs. 

Forbes leading the devotional Exercises. 
It was resolved to bold Sisters' Conference, 

1906, on vVednesday preceding Good Friday, 
in Lygon-st. chapel (subject to the officers' 
approval). 

The election of officers and Committees 
then took place, with the following results :­
President, Mrs. J. A. Vavies (unanimously); 
Vice-Presidents, Mrs. Chown, Mrs. J. Pitt­
man; Treasurer, Mrs. B. J. Kemp; Sec­
r~tary, Miss Hill; Assistant and Financial 
Secretary, Miss Rometscb. 

Dorcas.-Supt., Mrs. F. A. Kemp; Com­
mittee, Mrs. Kettle, Sister Clara, Mr~. 
McLellan, Mrs. Craigie, Mrs. J. A. Davies, 
Mrs . Webster, Miss Hill, Mrs. Walker, Mrs. 
Holdsworth, Mrs. Cameron, Mrs. Cousins, 
Mrs. Zelius, Mrs. Dickson. 

Home Mission.--Supt., Mrs. Pittman; 
Committee, Sisters McLellan, F. A. Kemp, 
Kelson, Forbes, R. Lyall, Craigie, Millis. 

Hospital.-Supt., Miss Petcbey ; Com­
mittee, Sisters Thurgood, Wilson, Holds­
worth, \i\Talker, Bryant. 

Temperance.-Supt., Mrs. Darnley; Com­
mittee, Sisters Forbes, Millis, Cameron, 
Gale, Dale, Potts. 

Prayer Meeting.-Supt., l\frs. Trinnick; 
Committee, Sisters Forbes, Chown, P. Pitt­
man, Potts, Brigden. 

The afternoon devotional exercises were 
led by Mrs. Chown. 

The names of Mrs. Huntsman, Mrs. Chown 
and Mrs. F. M. Ludbrook were nominated 
for the Foreign Missionary Committee. 

It was resolved to have reports printed, at 
a cost of £6. 

Mrs. J. Pittman was appointed essayist 
for next year. 

Miss Elsie McClelland favored with a 
solo, "Oh, Song Divine." 

The welcome greetings were given by 
:tvirs. Craigie, and responded to by Miss 
l\IcGregor, of S.A. 

The obituary was read by Mrs. R. Lyall. 
It was resolved to send greelings to 

English and American sisters' annual meet­
ings ; also to our aged Sisters Morris and 
Schofield. 

The following sisters were welcomed and 
introduced to the meeting :-Mrs. Sylvester, 
Coolgardie; Mrs. Clydesdale, Brim ; Mrs. 
Morrow, Port Pirie; Mrs. and Miss Dudley, 
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Shepparton; Miss McGregor, Hindmarsh, 
S.A.; Mrs. Cook, Bendigo; Miss and Miss 
G. Richards, Wellington, N.Z.; Mrs. Stone, 
Mrs. Rake, Ballendella; Mrs. Heath, Too­
lamba; Mrs. Barrett, Pretoria; Mrs. Bitcon, 
Durban, South Africa; Mrs. Hutchison, Mrs. 
Griffiths, Warragul·; Mrs. Baker, England; 
Mrs. McCallum, Kaniva ; Mrs. Short and 
Mrs. Rentoul, Gippsland; Mrs. Goetz, 
Emerald. 

The evening devotional exercises were led 
by Mrs. F. M. Ludbrook, Miss Pittman 
singing a solo, " Peace and Rest." 

Roll call was answered by twenty-four 
churches. Greetings were received from 
Hobart, New South ·wales and English 
sisters. 

On behalf of Conference, Mrs. Chown 
presented the President with a basket of 
roses. 

An apology was received from Mrs. Roy 
Thompson, who was unable to sing through 
illness. 

The Hon. President's (Mrs. C. L. Thur­
good) address was read by Mrs. Chown. 

Madame McClelland sang "Abide with 
Me," and was presented with a bouquet. 

Mrs. Huntsman read a splendid paper on 
Foreign Mission work, and Mrs. Pittman 
one on "Our Home Missions." 

"Ye did it not" was the title of Miss 
Lawson's recitatioa. 

The resolutions were read by Mrs. B. J. 
Kemp, and the new officers were introduced 
by Mrs. F. l\'1. Ludbrook. 

Collection, £5/2/6. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT, CONFERENCE, 
1905. 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance from year ending March, 1904 
Dinner and Tea Fund 
Collection Sisters' Conference .. 
Friday, Tickets Dinner and Tea 
Saturday ,. 
Goods Sold 

Catering .• 
Austral Printing a/c 
Labor .• 
Donation 

EXPE!'iDITURE. 

Wood and Carting Coppers 
Hire of Plates 
Balance •• 

.. £0 2 9 
7 6 3 

.. 5 17 3 
20 16 Q 

.. 7 5 9 
o 8 9 

£41 17 6 

£ 29 12 2 
8 2 6 
l O 0 
l O 0 

0 I1 5 
o 3 •I 
l S 1 

£.fl 17 (j 

EXECUTIVE STATEMENT FOR YEAR 
ENDING APRIL, 1905, 

RECEIPTS. 

Balance from Conference, 1904 • , £ 1 8 1 
Collected Sisters' Executive Meetings . , 9 3 3 
Donation • • o 10 o 

£XP£:-IDITURE. 

Secretary's a/c 
Gas, Sisters' Conference 
Home Mission Fund 
Coustitutions .. 

£11 l ·I 

.. £2 12 9 
o 7 6 
0 14 0 
I r5 O 
l O 0 

1 l O 

Cbristmas Gift to Swanston-st. Caretaker . . 
Christmas Gift lo Rescue Home 
Drilling Knives and Forks 
Gift •• 
Sundries .• 
Balance • • 

Audited and found correct, 

.. 0 5 0 

.. 0 5 o 
o 4 8 
2 16 5 

£II 1 4 

April 15, 1905. ROBERT LYALL. 

ALICE !II. KBMP, Treas. 
Loum Rm1ETSCB, Asst. & Fin. Sec. 

PRESIDENT'S ANNUAL ADDRESS. 

At the end of of a year's work, it becomes 
us that our first words should express our 
gratitude and thankfulness of God for having 
spared so many of us to meet again in health 
and strength. We can all say that goodness 
and mercy have followed us during the year, 
and we trust will do so all the years of our 
pilgrimage. 

The year that has passed has been full of 
war and rumors of war. The horror of it 
has filled our souls. Doubtless the prayer 
has been often uttered, that the time will 
speedily come when men " shall beat their 
swords into ploughshares, and their spears 
into pruninghooks: nation shall not lift up 
sword against nation, neither learn the art of 
war any more." 

A hopeful feature of the year to many a 
Christian has bi:en the wonderful spiritual 
revival iu \Vales. An awakening that leads 
men and women to lead pure, sober, honest 
lives is in the right line, for "salvation is 
reached only by the King's highway of 
conduct, toilsome it may be, but accessible 
to all." If our belief is oot shown by works, 
our" faith is dead, being alone." "The burden 
of the Old Testament is, Learn to do well, 
cease to do evil; and the Sermon on the 
l\Iount goes into detail. Just as human life 
is planned on rightc.ousness, so righteousness 
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we teach transgressors thy w -------­
shall turn back unto thee. "ti~' _and sinn 
help us that we may not mar tt'ne Builders 
nor hinder thee from making •t Y handiw0 ekr, 

is God's demand from us. That demand will 
be exacted In its fullest measure. Jesus h~s 
shown us what man i~ when_ God possesse . 
Love manifests itse!C ID service. When GorJ 
has a large place in a mao, tbat man bas .a 
hand for ragged children, as Dr. Guthne 
had; a band full of devices for the: outc~st 
poor as Lord Shaftesbury had ; a consum1~g 
desi;e for the emancipation of slaves, as W!I• 
berforce bad ; a heart breaking for those JD 
sin, as Wesley had. In the most unselfish 
and loving spirits we see hints of what 
humanity will some. time be._ . Everyone, 
according to opportunity _and ability, ma:r be 
a medium for good. Thts truth recognised 
nerves individuals to heroic and holy service." 
The cheering feature of this revival is that 
the importance of a godly life is emp!tasised. 
In rn many of those '!\'aves of religious ex­
citement, the mere assent to "the truth" has 
been considered enough, without regard to 
the after conduct of the converts. The 
Psalmist asked the question long ago, 11Who 
shall abide in the tabernacle l who shall 
dwell in thy holy hill?" The answer then, 
as now, " He that walketh uprightly and 
worketh righteousness, and speaketh the 
truth in bis heart: be that backbiteth not 
with his tongue, nor doeth evil to his neigh­
bor," and the line upon line, the precept upon 
precept, of the apostles to their converts 
shows what the Old Testament enforces as 
God's will: to it the New Testament adds 

c Man is saved by mao, 
ne~ds human agen Yi men are achieved 
"Divine purpo\~he~r evils are to be over­
tbrough men:iiers are raised up, like Luther 
thrown, r~for Whirlwinds never swept away 
and J{n?x· . . . neither do they fall of 

its testimony. 
We nquire some form and ceremony to 

keep us in touch wit6 the unseen. But to 
show that the Spirit of God bas touched our 
hearts, and that the unseen is real to us we 
must sbo~. our faith by our works. The 
mast st~g c~aracteristic of our risen 
Lord was his desire to do his Father's will 
Th_e_prophecy concerning him reads: II Tb~ 
Sptnt of the Lord God is upon me b 
lb L d h h . , ecause 
. ~ or at ano1nted me to preach oo:l 

ti~1ngs unto the meek : he hath sent mge to 
~ind up the broken-hearted to roe) . 
b~erty to the captives, the ~penio: of ~h~ 
pn~on door to them that are bound 
clB1m the acceptable year of the L t~ pr~­
day of vengeance of our God or , t e 
them that mourn," Did Cb . ' I? co_mfort 
thus do the will of God ? nst 10 h!s life 
prayer ha taught his folio A sentence in the 
" Thy will b d wers runs thus-

e one on earth · · • heaven " A . , as 1t Is m • re we try1o<> t k . 
of ours like heaven and O ma e this earth 
to. t~is petition po~ible io 1t~ an answer 
missing our opportunities d bot, we ~re 
of God. We ma b a_n t e blessing 
but not in deed, aid m: Chnsti~ns in name 
of preparation for the Ji: be los1ng our time 
work will be required in e to c~me. What 
but the culture of a hi heayen is unknown, 
I e tu H attained by d ~her hfe than this will 
on ihe lints along wbf~~gcot duty here, and 

It was said of the L nst y,orked. 
"!DI about doing good/rdC Cbns~ that II he 
said of us ? That it w an this be truly 
lear~ from the story of hi~srro eHasy task we 
see/ting the lost of d" • 1 e. e spoke of 
found, of hiddm' trw,:;~ce11tly searc?illg until 
We are too apt to sit st'II~II Zi~ply1ng labor. 
we are to 5 k 1 to 100 for It' I h" ee 'to search dT ' ge ing i°11 tdden treasure and I igeutly, to dig as 
o OWfr~, imi ator/ of diet we are to be 

, ri&t, God &till 

1 Perfect " r , 

corrupt tDstrtuuoos 'f men having clearer 
themselves; but a ew · th 

======================-2E. nA;Ies 
~ 

EXECUTIVE REP~ si ht and heroic cdurage, and they seeing e 
e~ls which imperil the coml?oo weal, attack 
and destroy them. The pnsons of Europe 
were made to approach decency tbrou~b t_he 
effort of John Howard. Florence ~1gbt1n­
gale revolutionised the war-hosp1t_al? of 
Europe, and thus in a measure d1mm1~hed 
one of the horrors of war. lnstea~ ~f sil~nt 
influences from the invisihle, m1ss1ooanes 
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have taken the gospel to their fellow-men, 
and not infrequently the truth would have 
been meaningless without the mes~enge~. It 
required John Ruskin and Octav1e Hill to 
start the movemeet to secure dwellings for 
the London poor. Arnold Toynbee and 
those who came after him were needed to 
take the life of the universities to the slums 
of Whitechapel and the east side of New 
York. The holy city may descend out of 
heaven from God, but its walls will be 
garnished by those who have learnt their 
craft in the school of earthly experience." 

"The Apocalypse contains hints of a time 
when God will wipe away all tears and bind 
up broken hearts. Did it ever occur to you 
t~at. God's way of wiping away tears and 
bmd1ng hearts that are broken is by human 
hands, and that the process is already begun 
t~at it is going on now, not by the touch 
direct of the Almighty, but by the means of 
the soft palms and loving influences of those 
whom w~ call brother, sister, father, mother, 
lover, fnen~ ? There will never be peace 
~m?n_g nations until there is peace among 
md1v1duals, and there will be peace among 
men only as those who have clearer vision 
;\~ ~rengtb minister to those who have not. 

·11 better days are surely coming and evil 
WI e overcome b th I .' 
hearts the • , Y e ave 1n human , music 1n human · strength of b voices, and the 
work tbrou hu~an arms.. If God does his 
to be used gy bi~~an 1f~ing~, are we ~orthy 
help in destroyin . e s ould desire our 
enough, our live~ ~vii, are our hearts pure 
service ? If h oly enough, for such a 
Christ to others e w~f~~ have us speak of 
If words of com'fort d ey see Christ in us ? 
those whose e e an peace are needed by 
whose hearts a~esbarek~lled with tears and 

rea 10g w·th we sympathetic and e . 1 sorrow, are 
holy a ministry ?" re fh nu1ne e~ough for so 
human hands works b et ~an Wllh tfnderest 

" To few . . es ,or man " . 1s given t • 
lion at once, but so o .see t?e. divine perfec. 
~ subdued and beau~~~~~,s It is seen through 
ry may be th • he, Ours if w b 

~other's pleadiom1rror; it may be thro: ut 

~~hb~iso~~~:~~y ~:~i!ih~r,~ !x~t:te;•:a~~f ii 
10 is mere h' age. The r · 
not being y ides himself behind 1v1ng God 
hearts rn overpowered b h" man, that, 
opportun~iie:e~~ivb of his f~ne!:. s~ndhors, 
Eternal. The s ~w forth the 

O 
e ave 

that is right Witbu~hrnd e possibilifle:~\ of tl~e 
Create in ° we cannot a 1fe 

renew within Us clean hearts ov~ guess." 
us steadfast spi/t od, and 

1 s. Then Will 

We have held this year four;s,-
tive meetings, with an average at~en Execu. 
forty-two. A_t the beginning of theendance of 
usual Committees_ were forrned_Year the 
Temperance, Hospital Visitation I-I Dorcas, . s· t I p M I Orne ' •I' s10n 1 1s ers rayer eeting and F 11 1s. 
Mission. The reports of the supEr· t oreigo 
will tell you how they have prosp:n ~ndents 
have also continued our month! re · We 
prior to the business part of our ~ Papers, 
Some splendid papers have been ee~ings, 
Our President has bad the pleasure ofwrdtdtten, 
· 1 · a res s10g . severa 11;eetmgs, as representative · 

the sisters, durmg the year. The qu t 
1
°f 

d . . ar~y 
prayer an praise meetings have been held 
and proved very helpful. 1 

_In, Augu_st we welcomed Mrs, Strutton, 
m1dss10n_ary m Poona .. The sisters arranged 
a ~awmg-room meetmg. A large number 
of s1st_ers were present, and were much inter­
ested ID her work. Vie also welcomed Mrs. 
B. W. Huntsman from America and feel 
sure she will do a good work ardongst the 
Adelaide sisterhood. Sisters Mrs. Bardsley, 
Mrs. J. Bardsley, and Mrs. T. Bagley, of 
Sydney; Mrs. Forsyth, Adelaide; Mrs. 
Baker, England; Mrs. Holmes, Red Hill; 
and Marfleet, have also visited our meeting. 
. We bad the pleasure of celebrating the 

silver wedding of one of our Vice-Presidents, 
Mm. A. B. Maston, and the golden wedding 
of our faithful Sister Mrs. Rowles. Suitable 
souvenirs were presented on behalf of the 
officers. 

Our Sister Mrs. Maston resigned her 
position as Vice-President, and Mrs. J. Pitt­
man, who was only one vote less last Coo• 
lerence, was asked to take her place. Owing 
to removal to Adelaide, Mrs. Albert Lud· 
brook resigned as essayist, and Miss J errems, 
who obtained tbe next highest number of 
votes, took her place. 

Greetings have been sent in your name to 
~t. Louis, U.S.A., to the Women's Con~eo• 
hon, to the English Sisters' Annual Meeting, 
to the Adelaide and Sydney Sisters' Confer· 
ences, ~nd to Rosewood, Queens_laod. 

Heanng that the Home Missionary work 
was in urgent need of assistance, at the 
suggestion of our President a special rnern· 
~ers' reunion was arranged, and by the 
hberality of churches and individuals oyer 
£ 100 was raised, besides directiog attenuoo 
to the Committee's needs. ave 
. ~he officers and superintendents b eld 

visited churches wherever desired, and b 
meetings. While having no wish to force 
ourselves upon the brethren and sisters, ~~ 
are only too pleased to visit when aske~ to n 
~0• In conclusion, we pray God's blessing:is 
bur ~fforts, and gratefully acknowledge 
e P 10 the past. 

Respectfully submitted, 
EMMA E. HILL} secs, 
L. RoMETSClI 



May 4, 1905 THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN 227 

HOME MISSION REPORT. 

DllAR" SISTERS,-

The year has passed quickly away. We 
look back and feel discouraged, in one way, 
because of the little we have done in com­
parison with the great need for work. But 
we praise God that our faithful missionaries 
have been the instruments of leading many 
precious souls to accept Christ as their 
Saviour. The total additions in all the 
churches during the year by faith and 
baptism have been 940. Of that number 
353 were added by the work of the home 
missionaries. Notwithstanding this large 
increase, the actual increase to the churches 
is only 424. This is accounted for by no less 
than 564 being removed by the revision of rolls. 
While this is discouraging, we must bear 
in mind that some have been taken to be 
for ever with the Lord, and many have 
removed to other Colonies and are helping 
to swell the ranks in other places. But the 
leakage is much to be regretted, and shows 
that some improved system of oversight of 
the members ls much needed. 

The total amount of money expended on 
Home Mission work is £1600. This amount 
has enabled the Committee to sustain eight 
preachers in the home fields, besides giving 
small subsidies to three churches. We are 
pleased to be able to report that the sisters 
have rendered more help this year than usual. 
It will be remembered that in September 
last, when the home funds were very much 
in arrears, the sisters, under the direction of 
our beloved President, inaugurated a reunion 
of church members which took the form of 
a tea and social evening, the result being 
the realisation of £102 for the funds. In 
addition to this, £57/2/8 was contributed 
through the mite boxes. Adding to these 
the penny-per-week collections, the total 
amount raised by the sisters is £265-the 
highest yet attained. T~e total am~unt 
collected by the sisters dunng the past nme­
teen years on behalf of the Home Mission 
fund is £2661, an average of £140 per year. 

We have tried to interest the sisters in 
Home Mission work in every way possible. 
We believe the introduction of the mite 
boxes, goo of which have been distribute~, 
will prove to be a great help to the funds m 
the future. We thank the collectors, who 
have been very helpful in this matter; and 
we respectfully ask any sist~rs who ha.ve not 
hitherto helped if they wt!! do so m the 
future. To assist the brethren in evangel­
istic work is the first plank in our platform. 
May we all rise to our responsibility. 

L. PITTMAN, Supt. 

MISS THOMPSON'S BIBLE-WOMAN. 

It is no; five years since an effort w_as 
made to support a Bible-woman. to assist 
Miss Thompson with her work m Harda. 
During that time a sum of over £60 ~~s been 
collected from 20 sisters, who are g1v1ng 1/­
per month for that purpose. We have been 
able to pay each year's salary in advance, as 
well as keep an orphan boy, and have now 
on hand the sum of £u/12/-· So that we 
have every reason to thank God and take 

courage, praying that his blessing may rest 
upon our feeble efforts through the coming 
year. ELIZA ZELIUS. 

HOSPITAL VISITATION. 
During the year 150 visits have been paid 

to Melbourne, Homceopathic, Queen's, Al­
fred, Children's and two Private Hospitals, 
Blind and Benevolent Asylums, and Deaf 
and Dumb Institute. Patients connected 
with the following churches of Christ have 
been visited :-Preston, Williamstown, N. 
Melbourne, St. Kilda, Collingwood, Fitzroy, 
Prabran, S. Richmond, Ascot Vale, Wedder­
burn, Dunolly, and Blind Asylum. 

1377 magazines and tracts have been dis­
tributed. During the season a bountiful 
supply of violets was sent by Mrs, Gill, of 
Box Hill. Patients and nurses greatly 
appreciate them. Comforts, slippers and 
garments were sent to Melbourne and 
Homceopathic Hospitals. 

M. PETCHEY, Supt. 

PRAYER MEETING REPORT. 

Our loving Father has given us the joy of 
service yet another year. We acknowledge 
his goodness and mercy. We present to you 
our Prayer Meeting Report. Our efforts 
have been blessed this year by the addition 
of three churches who have organised sisters' 
prayer meetings. We have found these 
meetings a great blessing. They bring us 
into closer touch with our Father and with 
each other. 

There are sisters' prayer meetings at 
Swanston-st., Prahran, Northcote, New­
market, South Melbourne, St. Kilda, North 
Carlton, North Fitzroy, Ascot Vale. We 
would be pleased to hear of every church 
realising the blessings to be derived from 
these meetings, and hope this year will see 
many more meetings for like purpose. The 
Committee made 22 visits during the year, 
and we are pleased with the kind welcome 
we have received at each place. 

MRs, TRINNICK1 Supt. 
ST. K1LDA,-VVe hold our meeting every 

Friday evening. Though few in number, 
we have profitable times together. The first 
Friday in the month we have an open night, 
when the brethren sometimes come and give 
us an address. M. KENNER, Pres. 

AscoT VALB,-We have pleasure in report­
ing the progress of our sisters' prayer me~t!ng 
since last Conference, the average ns1ng 
from 10 to 16. We are glad to see the 
interest taken in these meetings. We had 
two visits from the Prayer Meeting Com­
mittee. Our roll is answered by a text. 

A. PINKSTONE. 
FooTSCRAY,-Our meetings, though small, 

are still held. Those who faithfully attend 
realise what a blersing and comfort these 
meetings are. 

NoRTH FtTZROY,-During the year we held 
48 meetings. We have 33 names on our 
roll with an average attendance of 18. 
Ne;rly every sister takes some part _ln the 
meetings, and all find them interesting as 
well as edifying, After the prayer meeting 

we hold our sewing class, which is also well 
attended. By our sale of work in aid of the 
building fund we made £54/12/-. We hope 
with God's blessing to continue doing our 
little for the Master, E. A. STICKLAND, Se::. 

SwANSTON-sT.-22 meetings have been 
held during the year with an average at-
tendance of 6. C. JERREMS1 Sec. 

PPAHRAN.-Our usual meetings have been 
held each Monday evening throughout the 
year with an average attendance of 25. The 
meetings are pleasant and profitable. The 
first Monday in the month we have praise 
and prayer ; second, missionary ; third, an 
open night; fourth, temperance. We have 
been favored with two visits from the Exec­
utive sisters, three from the Prayer Meeting 
Committee, and one from the Temperance 
Committee. K. LACEY, Sec. 

NoRTHCOTE,-We are still holding our 
meetings fortnightly, 18 being held during 
the year, with an average attendance of six. 
We are greatly benefited spiritually. \iVe 
had a visit from the Prayer Meeting Com­
mittee, when Sister Chown read a paper 
which was much appreciated. 

A. WooDGATE, Sec. 

DORCAS REPORT. 
The General Dorcas have held 19 rallies 

during the year, with an average attendance 
of 15 sisters. Number of garments repaired 
for tbe Burwood Boys' Home, 338, and 100 
pairs of stockings mended. 86 n_ew garme~ts 
made; 2 maternity bags, 13 quilts, 34 pairs 
of slippers and 5 cushion covers _for t~e 
hospital. Donations have been . given .m 
money, material, and left-off clo~b1ng. DIS­
tributed, 187 garments, 12 quilts, and I 

mateenity bag. On December 10th ~be 
Committee gave the Burwood boys a Chnst­
mas treat. Several friends gave prizes for 
the sports, which were under the direction of 
Mr. Meldrum. Collections and donations 
for year, £8/12/0½; expenditure, £8/6/2; 
balance, 5/1of. 

AscoT VALE.-During the year we have 
held 17 meetings, with an average attend­
ance of 8. Have made and given away 69 
garments, which includes 2 parcels sent to 
Miss Petchey's Home. Boots and money, 
with parcels of clothing, have been given to 
several needy cases. \iVe also presented the 
church with 2 communion. plates. Our con­
tributions for the year were greatly helped 
by P. Pittman, who gave a lecture on 
11 Japan," giving the proceeds to our Dorcas. 

E. PoTTs, Sec. 
BALLARAT (Dawson-st.).-We hav~ held 

15 meetings during the past year, with an 
average attendance of 5. Garments. made 
and distributed, 96 ; parcels of clothing, 8 ; 
also groceries, boots, wood and coal, a parcel 
of toys, and clothing to Rescue Home. 
Money given to needy ~ases, £3/5/9; spent 
material,£6/18/3; donations rece1ve_d, £4/8/-; 
collections at meetings, £ 3/7 /8 ; articles sold, 
[If2/2; P.B., [2/15/8; total, {u/13/6; 
balance in hand, £1/9/6. l\l. JoLLY, Sec. 

BBNDIGo,-Meetings have been held every 
week, with an average attendante of eight 
members. Owing to the kindness of friends 
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~- ---------~~~~~L~Y=G=o:N~-s:T:. ~We haved he~: gr6 1~
8
f~in~s~ 14/6; North Melbourne, 5;6'; No~~ton:st., 

- - - . h d t1·ons of money and age atten an \" have mood, 17/-; South Yarra, 8/1. Ch I ·R.1ch. 
assisting us w1_1 onahave been able to do with an aver . the evening. •v e £1/14/8; Donations, 2/ I ; Prah:a~enba~, 
pare.els of cloth1ng, '';.8this city than in any afternoon and ~ do in all 150 garments;_ lo total, £4/13/7. Expenditure:- AJi· 612; 
more_ for the pooDruon·n the winter months made and dona e behalf of the Preventive £1/2/6; Genera_! Dorcas, 12/6 ,· Conf t~nce, 

ear g d Sister Petcbey, OD ds of material. From C £ J. previous y • f flannelette were purchase ' h dozen yar perance omm1ttee, l ; Literat . ern. 
many dozens o d f wood Home, t ree f be recent sale we were Band of Hope Union, 2/6 ·, Stat1'onuerre, 2/6 ·, d distributed, an tons o . , the proceeds o t to the officers of the y / 
;a~~:,su~t:roceriei:, etc., wire a~sdgf ~~! enabled to band ovr£4'/12/4 towards the Balance, £1 ; total, £ 4/13/7. Bala~/~; 

Thankfully do we ac ·now e d church the sum o have,.resumed work, and hand, £1. e in 
away. . of two Bendigo firms, who donate b 'Id' g fund We d . g :tvIRs. DARNLEY S 
2~6enpearo1·rss1tyof double blankets, and so enacbleld• u1 io T. d . afternoon an even1n . M. CAMERON, s'ec.upt. 

h o meet every uesd~yl ·ov1·1ation to any of the us to bring comfort to many omes. . W t d a cor ta I S R M ND A B ' B 
)ecll·oosand donations for the year, £21/12/2' . e exfen th v.arious churches. OUTH !CH, o .- oys rigade w 

b 1 8/r mters rom e l\I. T. DICKSON, Sec. formed with a pledg~, the signing of Wb' as 
expenditure, £

20
/r4/x; a ance, 

1 
· f involves not only abstinence from intoxic th 

A. HERITAGB, Sec. NoRTH F1rzaov.-About 200 articles t~ liquors, but also from smoking, bad langa tng 
BRIGHTON,-Number of_me~tiogs held, 23; lothing have been distributed amonj e and bad company. During the year 54 ~age 

average attendance, 8; d1stnbuted 42 gar• c ~or and needy, also £9 in ca_sb.. very boys have signed this pledge at Balmain.0r5 
meats, sold u. The above figures r_epresent fecond Thursday of _the month is gift day, and 30· at_ Neptune-st., making a total 

0
/
8
·
1 

the attendance at the normal meetJDgs a~d when groceries are given. Up to t~e present boys rangrng from 10 to 16 years of ag4 
the work done. There have been two special 42 parcels of groceries have been given. The Band o. f Hope has held its regulaer. 
meetl·ngs besides. On th_e, 20th July the A. C. CHOWN, Pres. 

weekly meetrngs. Society was favored by a visit from 14 mem- PRAHRAN.-During the year 104 g~rments 
bers of Sisters' Executive. The after?oon have been made and gh'en to those 10 need, SouTH MELBOURNE,-N umber on roll Bo. 
meetl·ng was opened by a short d_evot1onal , B H average attendance, 45. 26 meetings or'thi's1 

f besides 2 baptismal garments ,or ro. ar-
service condncted by Mrs. Davies, a.ter ward's tent mission. Our average attendance Band of Hope have been held during the 
which sewing was done until about 5 p.m., has been 6_ Collected during year, £ 3/17; 10 ; year and 28 pledges taken; I public meetiog 
when there was an interval for tea. The • h d / and 1 lantern lecture ; 2 visits were· made f h. · h Id · th expenditure, £3/5/ro; balance ID an , 12 -. 
evening session o t 1s meeting, e to e H L S from other societies ; 1 visit from Temper-b I 'd d b M B rth . INDSAY, ec. c ape, was pres1 e over Y rs. oswo · · ance Committee, 
A splendid paper, several good addresses, Two sisters in Prahran report having ~•ven 
and songs aod recitations were given by 6 undergarments to the Homceopathic Hos- NoRTH RtCHMoNn.-Our Band of Hope is 
visiting sisters, all being much appreciated pita!, 35 garments to those in need, and progressing favorably. We have been hold­
b7 a good audience. A collection was taken made up 10 night-dresses for Homceopathic ing our meetings fortnightly, and they have 
up, amounting to £1/3/-. The other special Hospital, the Aid Committtee providing been well attended. Quarterly entertain-
gathering was held at the house of the late calico. ments have been started. 
Secretary, MrF. Johnsoo, on March 16th, SwANSTON·ST.-Twenty meetings have CHELTENHAM.-The meetings have been 
prior lo her departure for West Australia. been held during the year, with an average well attended, an average of 100 at each. 
Her loss is keenly felt, though the sislt;rs attendance of 7 sisters. 138 garments have Splendid programmes have been provided realise that their loss is gain to the church h d d d' t "b d £ / J 
with which Mrs. Johnson will be associated. ee~ ma e an is n ute · 9 11 6½ was by the Committee, who take their turn in 
Receipts-Balance in hand, 4/6½; from received, aod £9/o/r½ expeocted. Credit arranging the programme. All of our 
~horch Coll., £1/1/9½; Contributions, r8/n; balance, n/5. C. JERREMs, Ste, ~peakers from the Temperance Union have 
Sales, £1/16/4; Call. at Sisters' Meetin~, Saum YARRA,-We have started a Dorcas given adJresses, which were much appre­
{I/3/-. Total, £5/4/7. Expenditure-To ~lass with Sister Lee as president, meeting ciated. We have not taken many pledges 
Materia!, £3/19/1_½; Freight and Carriage 10 t~e chapel every Tuesday afternoon and during the year, fifteen being the number. 
on S~wiug Machine, u/9; Relief, 5/-; Bal- evening. J. HENDRY, Sec, Our membership is 200. During the year 
ance ID hand, 8/8½, Total, £5/4/7. N~RTH R1CHMOND.-The class is in good we sustained a great loss in the person 

H. C. LunnaooK, Sec. working order. Though few in number we of Mrs. McDonald, who was spoken of as 
c work together in unity and love. We ha\"e "The Mother of the Band of Hope." She 

HELTBNHAM,-Th~ Dorcas Society re- an attenda f 6 left us last January 'or New Zealand, and aomed work on A I d ?Ce O to 9 at each meeting, ,, 
• pn 

21st
, an continued and have I her pos1·t·1on as Pres1"dent 1·s now filled by nntll November 17th. The average attend- given away a arge number of gar- . th 

ance was 5. We have been working for the ments. We also visit the sick and poor Mr. E. Green. We hope to do more m e 
Alfred Hos_pital, Miss Young of Collingwood, ~mber. of garo:ents given, 21, besides left: future than we have in the past. 
a
nd !ocaI di~tresE. We have given to hospital 

0
- t clo

th
iRg, ~lso 5/· for coal for an aged NORTH FtTZRov.-Have much pleasure in 1

5 pillow-slips and 2 night-dresses; to Miss SIS er. ecetpts for the year £2/10/1! reporting that we have had a most successf
1
u
1
l 

Yoong 17 garm t I expenditure, £2/4/7.1-, balance, 5'/6. M ; 

. ' en F, a so a parcel of left-off 1r year. We have 150 members on our ro ' 
clo

th
ing; to local cases, ro gar:nents 6 infant C. C. CHIPPERFIELD. and the average attendance is go. We havhe 

garments, and 9 yards of flannelette: endeavored to hold one open night eac 

E. Juoo, Sec. TEMPERANCE REPORT ~a.nth. Our financial position is i? a flour: 
CoLLl~Gwooo,-Fifteenmeetinghavebeens W , 1shmg state. Our Committee, which nudJr!t 

held With au average attendance of five 
8 

desire to report th t · bers 18, are all good workers, and the ere 1 
23 new garments have been D'iven awa . been held at the foll . a meetmgs have of our positio i d t th m 
and several parcels of renoviu~d clothis' st,, Swanstons-t., Nor~h•;f taces:-Lygon- n s ue o e . II 
There were Io garments sold and 88 f I ' Brunswick, Chelteoh e ourne, Prahran LYGON-ST.-The meetings have been we 
made up for the usual sal~ f ar IC es pl~dge), North Rich am,d forth Fitzroy (; attended on the whole. 6 new members bj.v8 

b
flraorcyeeTdshoc,mf Pw&OhDic1h·u' l£n2d/1.5a/,·l!Dwcleud~e.1Dng~t500/r·~-slt~: ~lchmond (4 pied:~~ ! pleiges), South been enrolled during, the last few mond ic 
" .,. P edges), Hawthorn (I •1 out Yarra (2 Much of our success is due to th_e Ban vid· 
7 the Sucday School. 2/6 each was _ven jogs have been Well atte:de~g_e). h The meet- ~ope U oion for the help rendered in pro e is 

~o four poor families at Christmas. £~/;j argest and 25 th II e ' a out 300 the rng speakers. The average attendanc 
1:~ated to Sunday School. We w~re abl; Speakers,-Miss La~~~ ekt in attendance. about 35, 
d _ny abgood stock of material to work up Mrs. Harrison L M c , Mrs, McLean -

ur1ng t e present R . Stead, The co e~, rs. Press and Mr ' 
expeoditure: £6/i6J.0;aJ.an~~'f ~5i6fi~.2/

1o i iogs with the ro0o'::~ee have held 12 meet 
M, jOHN&TON, Sec. Da.rnley, II i Millis Io~ ctteodance:-Sisters 

Io, Gole, Io i Dai~ '. pameroo, II; Forbes 
J 3 , Ottt1, l, I 

RESOLUTIONS, 
T ateful 1

• hat we give reverent and gr anY than~s to the loving Father for th~ Dl for 
blesSings we have received from htDl, 
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the joy ~f. Christian . fellowship, and for the 
opportu01t1es for helping in the work of our 
churches. 

2. That the best thanks of this meeting be 
sent to the officers of Swamton-st. and 
L}'.g~n-st._ chu_rchts for the use of their 
buildmgs m which to hold our meetings. 

3. That our churches be visited and a 
great eff~rt be made to induce every 'member 
to make 1t a matter of conscience to give at 
least one penny per week to the Home 
Mission fund. 
. 4. That we g':t bands of twelve (or more) 

sisters to contribute one shilling per month 
for the support of a Bible-woman in Cbina. 

5. That we do our best to encourage the 
employment of Bible-women amongst our 
churches, believing that thereby a large 
amount of practical good may be accom­
plished. 

6. Knowing that intemperance is one of 
the curses of our land, that we as a sister­
hood discountenance the liquor traffic in 
every way, especially by not purchasing 
goods from firms who hold licences. 

7. Deploring the irreverent observance of 
our day of rest, tbat we will do all in our 
power to uphold the sanctity of the Lord's day. 

8. That the best thanks of this meeting be 
conveyed to the Editor of the AUSTRALIAN 
CHRISTIAN for printing our reports monthly; 
to R. Lyall for the use of bis organ, and to 
all the sisters who have helped to make our 
meeting a succe~s. 

MRS. THURGOOD'S LETTER. 

Dear Sisters in Australasia in Conference 
assembled. Greeting. 

Allow me to give you an echo from that 
great Convention in St. Louis, where over 
21 ,ooo were enrolled, II,ooo sat down at the 
Lord's table on Oct. 16, where our plea for 
Christian Union was loviogly answered by 
the appeal of Dr. Ball of the Free Baptists, 
with their 84 ,000 of a membership, for union 
with us. And this in addition to our victories 
in soul winning of over 94,000 bap:isms last 
year, and a glorious fruitage of over 
$7,000,000, or £1,400,000 contributed for all 

. purposes for the Master's work. 
From such a Ccnvention let me enlarge 

for you another echo-that of the" ,ivatch­
word and Aim " that was accepted by the 
Christian Woman's Board of Missions for 
1905. It should stir us to "swift and jubi­
lant service for our King." 

Watchword: To Him who hath re­
deemed us-

Aim: 20,000 1851000 50,000 
Missio11ary Tidi11gs. dollars. women. 

When Miriam, the leader of 600,000 women 
-the world's greatest chorus-stood on the 
shore of the Red Sea and called upon her 
choir to" sing ye unto Jehovah, for he hath 
triumphed gloriously" (Ex. 15: 21), it was a 
response to the song of all Israel before that, 
on that same shore : "Thou in thy loving­
kindness hast led thy people that thou hast 
redeemed. Thou hast guided them in thy 
strength to thy holy habitation 11 (Ex. 15: 13). 
So do we wish to lead our 600,000 women of 
the churches of Christ In America to sing-

To him who hath redeemed us­
Our minds, our means, ourselves. 

But what ought this message to be a 
response to ? What was the cost of our 
redemption ? "For the Holy Spirit says, 
Ye were bought with a price· glorify God 
the~efore, in your body 11 (1 C~r. 6: 20), and 
again, "For thou wast slain, and didst 
purchas_e unto God with thy blood men of 
every tnbe and tongue and people and nation, 
and madest t_hem to be unto our G::id a king­
dom and priests, and they reign upon the 
earth". (Rev, 5: 9). Yet once more: "Who 
gave h1m~e~f f?r us, that he might redeem us 
from all i01qu1ty, and purify unto himself a 
people

11
for ~is own possession, zealous of good 

works (Titus 2 : 14); " Knowing" that ye 
w~re ~edeemed, not with corruptible thiogs, 
with silver or gold, but with precious blood 
as of a Lamb without blemish, and without 
spot, even the blood of Christ" ( 1 Pet. 1 : 18).-

In view, then of what our Master has done 
for us, let us have that mind of Cbrist that 
gave himself up freely to Gethsemane and to 
Calvary for ~s. To us who were perishing 
he brought himself, he brou~ht salvation he 
brou!!ht reconciliation, on such simple te;ms 
as faith, obedience and service, He also 
brought life everlasting. 

I.-OuR Mrnos . Let us love a perishing 
world like he did . But what do we know of 
a perishing world unless we are informed 
through our missionary literature, as to th~ 
dire needs of over a thousand millions of 
heathen without God and without Christ in 
their minds and hearts I Oh, sisters, let us 
study the needs, let us put ourselves among 
those hopeless, helpless ones, and see if we 
have the Saviour's pitying eye, loving heart, 
and uplifting hands. God give us the stren­
uous desire to KNOW and DO. Let us go 
with the patient missionaries in their min­
istrations, and then we will but faintly un­
derstand the blessedness of this service. 

II.-To him who hath redeemed us-OuR 
MEANS, What means did Christ have to 
redeem us? 

I. He surrendered the glory he had with 
the Father before the world was. 

2. He surrendered himself to be the first 
missionary to a sin-cursed, dying world . 

3. He shed his blood willingly. 
Now what is our response to his Geth­

semane and Calvary? Shall it not be-our 
MEANS ? \1/hat is the small sum of 15 cents 
a month for dues and State fund? Where 
is there a sacrifice in this akin to the blood­
gold of Christ? Oh, sisters, " freely ye have 
received, freely give." 

III.-:--To him who hath redeemed us­
OuRSELVES, "He saved others, himself he 
cannot save," said the scoffing priests. How 
true was th:it word spoken so slightingly. 

For others did he leave his home ou high. 
For others did he give his blood to buy. 
For others, not for self, he died to save 
From siu and pain, death and the grave. 

Let us give ourselves, the energy of our­
selves for the sake of others-for "he that 
saveth his life shall lose it, and he that loseth 
bis life for my sake shall find it," said the 
Master. 

Then let us take up the chorus and sing it 
again and again as we stand on the sea-

shore of our deliverance fr0m the Egypt of 
sin and selfishness. 

To him who hath redeemed us­
Our minds, our means, ourselves. 

D~ar Australasian sisters,-Let this be 
our motto for the new year of gladsome s~r­
vice-to inspire u,; to greater sacrifice and 
greater effort for those who live in darkness 
and despair I 

"The world waits-
For help. Beloved, let us love so well 
Our work shall still be better for oar Jove, 
And still our love be sweeter for our work, 
Are botb commended, for the sake of each, 

By all true workers." 

"L"f " I e. 
ESSAY BY CATHERINE J1mRE~[S, 

Read at the Victoriaii Sisters' Co11jcrc11 cc. 

The theme suggested by the title of this 
paper is one altogether too comprehensive 
and complex to admit of treatment within the 
restricted limits of a single essay. 

Whether we consider life in the light of 
its essence, or regard it in the aspect of its 
many varieties of manifestation, illimitable 
fields of inquiry are opened up before our 
menhl view. Is all life essentially one in 
essence? Are what we regard as varieties 
of life merely differences of its modes of mani­
festation ? What is there in common in 
vegetable, insect, animal and human life ? 
These are a few of the problems which have 
perplexed the most profound of the intellects 
of our age. We may reasonably pass them 
by. 

In the present paper we are more particu­
larly concerned, not with what is common to 
all life, but with what is distinctive in life as 
manifested in our own species-man. 

In any general classification of life man 
will be spoken of as animal, and the lifs! that 
he possesses as animal life, but this classifi­
cation is true only so far as relates to his 
merely physical nature. \1/hilst on this side 
of his nature he is allied with the brute 
creation, by his intellectual and spiritual 
endowments he is set above all other of God's 
creation by so immeasurable an altitude as 
to make life as manifested in him something 
unique, without a rival, without a compeer. 
Human life, superlatively the highest mani­
festation of life, that in which we are most 
intimately interested, justly claims our para­
mount attention. 

First, then, let us consider the genesis of 
human lif P. To the Bible we turn, of neces­
sity, as the only divinely inspired authority 
as to the origin of our race. Human exper­
ience cannot guide us, human knowledge 
sheds no light upon our pith: the Word 
given by in~piration of God, through the 
ministrations of his chosen servants, alone is 
sufficient for our i - struction. 

The brief record of the process of physical 
creation, as recorded by Moses, reveals how 
God made the beasts of the field, male and 
female, each after their kind. Concerning 
the creation of man the record is vastly differ­
ent. Here we are told that " the Lord God 
made man out of the dust of the ground," 
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. " nd breathed into his 
but more than tbrf Irving " and that from 
nostrils t~e breat O

,. man 'became a living 
this duahty of abets that there entered into 

I " It was t en d 
::: beautiful wor!di so perfect!~ Ptbtfi~st ~f 

d e the divine approva ' . . 
to eservkind from whom we owe our ong1n, human , 

d so human Iiie began. . 
an Here then we have the genesis ?f hum:r~ 
m . all its unrivalled, though solitary, p 
rC:ti:O. Passing by the theories and specu~ 
Jations as to pre-existence or contemporaoe 
ous races, partly because they rest upon u~­
provable hypotheses, much more because,t 
these races exist tbey do not belong to the 
race from which we spring,_ we tun;1 to t e 
propagation and perpetua_t100 of hf~ thus 
begun. The Mosaic narrative runs bnefl_y to 
tbe effect that among all the created things 
there was found no fitting companion for the 
man, and God knowing in his infinite wisdom 
that it was not good for man to be al~oe 
determined that he should have a compao100 
-a help-meet. 

In introducing the second life, the process 
of creation is completely varied. The woman 
is not made out of the dust of the ground, 
there is no record of a separate inspiration 

day. Th:/~/ adult manhood aod :opbase mant powers of will and intellect ~lly dor. 
from you 1 our admiration a\e~c od so moral side of rational growth r, 0o the 
hf°dhy~:taevelopmeot is.;e~~ ~dt death gradual expanding ~f the girl 'in:artk the 
o p d till old age, decrep1 u_ '1 I"fe womanhood. Here is a veritable t eoder 
o,owar the brief drama of pbys1ca I se.nce of mat ion wherein the activities of the mr~osfor. 
c oses . se the very es . d • t re · th ind ar Thoughout its cour . between a proJecte 1n o I e ID • e eager end e 
the Idea of life bas beeo-un1_ons iritual-a minister to the well-bemg of those ab:3;~t lo 
physical element and ~~e t~a~r~~- p Upon the In her mi~istrat!ons_ to t~e poor and sufferter. 
material body and~ Itvi~g Ph sical life de- la her social o?hg~tlons,1D_ the sacred pri og, 
maintenance of th1_s un1_00 1n yliviog. The of th~ d~me~tlc circle, rational life fiod;~cy 
pend~, aod there _is d J~~ve departed, and press1on ID kmdly ~ork ~nd gentle deed, x. 
aged, even when fneo s . have taken to We speak of seemg hfe: and tbereb 
riches a_nd worldly P08:«r1~~d they are left imply_ an ~xercise of. our r~tional poweis ~e 
them wings and areld h' .1 ,, cling to Jife, the direction of social enJoyment alas tbn 
dependent upon "co ta~\~• even by those only ambition and purpose of to~ ma~y e 
The efforts made to re :t ~ the purpose of wasted life. a 
who seem to hav\ou ~;~¥hat will a man We speak of married life: again th 
life, ~aise the ~u~i/~f~ life?" thought is t~at of union. A union appoiote~ 
giv;e~n e:~:a~~e comes when th~ gre~t of God, des1gne? to . be perpetual, a sacred 

' th t not be denied gives his type of the mystic union between the Great 
messenger, da cahnaps in the midst of un- Redeemer and his church. 
summons, an per I II h · t d · 
finished plans and undertakings, t~ey who n a bl l e~e .1~s antest. an l l1_nf ~thers in. 
have experienced the mystery of hfe enter numera e, t e I ea ? ra 1ona I e 1s a union 
into knowledge of the deeper mystery of between an uns~en impulse. and a physical 
death. means of expression, whether _ID words or deed. 

We who are left behind realise that in the Dead, so far as the world 1s concerned, are 
to ensure her living. A deep sleep was 
caused to fall upon the man, and out of one 
of his ribs God formed the second being, and 
as oat of his body came the physical being 
of his partner in the paradise of God, so out 
of his life sprang the vitality by which she 
lived. Adam recognised in Eve, the bone of 
his bone and flesh of his flesh, a life spring­
ing out of and indissolubly linked with his 
own. Taken from his side to be his equal, to 
walk beside him the sharer of his joys and 
sorrows, the cherished object of his affection 
God's best gift to man. As in the beginning' 
½fe sprang out of life, so !hrough the proces: 
&tons of ages, each new life has owed its ad­
Tent into this world of ours to some other 
life preceding it. 

passing of a moment. the indwelling tenant the most splendid immaginations of the in-
. bas vacated the earthly house of its babita- tellect, the most heroic projects of human 
tion: the body lies still and inanimate, as reason, if they lack the body of physical 
that of Adam till God breathed into him the expression. They that would aspire to true 
vitality of life: the man is dead. The heart intdlectual greatness must be willing to 
may yearn until it break for one word of spend and be spent for the cause of humanity, 
parting, for one word of farewell, the mystic for the highest good of their race. 
tie is broken-the end has come. That which The highest and noblest element in human 
was to us our tenderest care, the object of life is the spiritual, that wherein man is 
unnumbered endearing thoughts, has now nearest his Great Author, the Father of 
become a menace to our very lives and the Spiriti;, in whom he lives and has his being, 
welfareoftheco~munit_y. Like the patriarch, When God created Adam in his primeval 
our sad _concern 1s t~ b~de our dead from out innocency he was a fit companion for the 
?f ?ur stgh~. Such is hfe, and such is death Most Holy, there was spiritual union .~e-
10 its p~ystcal a~pect. tween him and his Creator there was spmt-

But yet, not as in the second life so in all 
that followed, it was a developed life fit 
partner fo~ the perfect first; all that folldwed 
were snbJect to the common process of 
develo~a_ient, Howe~er perfect the rational 
and &pJnt~al perceptions of Eve may have 
~een, I~ ts true of al) he~ posterity that 

that I~ no~ first which is spiritual, but 
that which 1s natural." Nooe of her 
terit t d . 1· • pos­. y en ere IDto ife in full perfection of 
we ; even her promised seed, the adorable 

edeemer, was cradled as the " B b f 
Bethlehem." a e o 

disco
Yet, whilst this is so, who has been able to 

ver and demonstrate at what 
infant beg' to ke . age an 
&urroundi:s ta a_ rahoc~ account of its 
from the tf !;e it ~hys1tally I~ asserts itself 
and those to who':e U:ar~~~ bcto the world, 
mltted have to reckon with It as bin col!l-

::1h!~~hf~~-b~f !t ~o~sturdy ~!~!hfc~hll~~ 
cooing and crowin b g ~ot er, it ts soon 
joy of physical lif:-;~bboghi~ver with the 
little are its move' e ' at t ~ s~ge, how 
from those of the I meets ~o be distinguished 
and kittens or a ou:,e~ animals-the puppies 
and tumble about In ~ s. w:e/ps as they roll 

As the child grows eu o IC and play. 
cally, it la interesting :d develops pbysi­
powera and faculties ar ndote how enlarged 

e eveloped day by 

But hfe, t~at ts to say human life, is not ual life and communion. ' 
yth~lt'y phys1~al: there is the rational, the We may pass by the profitless speculations 
l~~e etual, side of the question to be con- as to what might have happened bad man st 

I~r~s · not b a . not sinned-for the truth stands eternal that 
outline the co~rs:~reaos a simple tas.k _ to "by one man sin entered the world,_ a~d 
life Io ph .. I d . detelopment of rational death by sin " By the exercise of will 10 
ca; take iJ:;~a or ~:e opmiot the faculties disobedience · to God, by the seeking a!ter 
process of developmenst !:~ ~ct n~te of the knowledge which had been mercifully wi th• 
its progressive stages. 'With ~~ce it thro~g_h held, our great progenitor inherited th~ con· 
otherwise. The presence d e reason It 1s demnation pronounced upon disobedience, 
unseen power are evideoan d growtb of an and severed his union with God, From 
p~ysical results which ar~ema~i/Y by the thenceforth he and all his countless pr?ge~Y 
~oning_ on a plane but little elev ~s~iid,b be- became dead in their trespasses. and si~,. ~ 
t e notions of mere instinct ri ~ e .a ove nature the children of condemnation, waiuod 
ca~e of the more gifted of ~ smg, 10 the for the Great Deliverer, the woman's s~e ' 
~lhtut\tha! r_efiects sometbingu~/~he, to, an through whom should come the resur~ecuor~ 
mo: oco~i8 divine. But in whatever s~asp en- If then through Adam's traosgress10\ith 
life~n ourertate the manifestation of rafr w1 entered the world and by sin death, sse.i 
ness of a e ows, there is always a cons .ona physical and spiritual, and death bas pa k of 
appeals t: ~~seen fo~ce made evide~tt up_o? all ~en, how comes it that we spe:man 
union of spirit : lhysical sensibilities-t/ sptntual hfe as being an element of h 
tation. n outward form of manife e life ? . t it is 

This reco niti s- The answer to this question 1s t~a hyS· 
our use of tfe won, unconciously, dominat ~he purpose of God that that which 1s p ov· 
cerning life in itord w_henever we use it co es teal and intellectual in man should b~ lual, 
of youth enterin s ~oc1al_ aspect. Wes n- erned and directed by that which is sp1r [rorn 
threshold oflife,g into life, as being ol~~k Ph_ysical and mental activity, a~art to be 
~~bthh vestibule 1:~ b~an th~t he is cross~ ~01?n with himself, was not a th;°ifed bi5 
wlu t e ~ff'airs of life negs him into union es1~ed, so that when man. for \b God, 
of ~~b.e influence of oih lfe~e the power of &rivllege of personal communion f ~e "free 

oice, and the so:~ in the direction f ~as
11
precluded from access to f and Jive 

e mes compelling f ife least be should eat tbereo be grace 
or e'Ver, Never till prepared by _t _____ _ _ 
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of God, aod brought by the wisdom and for removal of the sta1·ns of travel, and 'or 
the power of God to his prepared place for 1' to become like him in his resurrection. vVe 
bis prepared people will he have access to strength to meet our pilgrim need-we have were created in Christ Jesus for good works­
the Tree of Life which is in the midst of the access to the mercy seat to obtain mercy, good works to be so seen of men that they 
Paradise of God. a.nd to find grace to help us in our every may glorify our Father who is in heaven. As 

If it be said that it is difficult to ind1·cate time of need. For our growth in grace we bond-servants of the great Master, let us 
have abundant provisions and constant 1·0- b th t the commencement of mental life, le tit be con- • remem er a we are not our own, that we 
centtve to prayer. We have assurance that b ht ·th · b h. fessed that it is impossible to fix the begin- weri: oug wt a pnce, y 1s own most 

ning of spiritual life. He who knew all the we cannot overtask the divine bounty, we precious blood, and so present our bodies a 
mysteries of the complex problem of 1·1fe havde ass_urance that be will not withhold any living sacrifice, wholly acceptable to him-

goo th10g from those that ask h1·m. We · ·t I h. bas taught us "The Spirit breatheth where our spm ua wors 1p. know_that when we were dead in trespasses But h1·1 t · · · th h · it listeth : ye hear the sound thereof but d w s we reJ01ce ID e grace w erem 
canst not tell whither it cometh or , an SIDS he made us alive in Christ Jesus, we stand, let us be humbly watchful lest we 
whither it goeth ; so is everyone r~-""".""------------------• fall, and, conscious of our own 
that is begotten of the the Spirit." weakness, let us find our strength 

In the adorable Redeemer we in him whom we adore. Let us 
see the beginning of the new · remember that now, as ever, life 
spiritual life, the perfect union of -- is dependent upon faithfulnesi:. 
the human and divine Son of Man, The word of promise is, "Be 
and Son of the living Go:l. thou faithful unto death, and I 
Through him we have access into will give thee the crown of life." 

" He that overcometh shall in no 
this life. He, by bis life of self- wise have his name blotted out 
abnegation and vicarious suffer- of the book of life." "To bim 
ing, made one great sacrifice for that overcometh I will give to eat 
sins of all time, perfecting for of the tree of life, which is in 
ever those who were sanctified · > · the garden of God.'' Remem-
(those who had died in faith : , t:.): bering these precious promises, 
not having received the promises, ·.,,iJi• , recalling how the right of access 
but having seen them and greeted ,. ·(. '· to the tree of life was lost, let us 
them afar off), and bringing in a ·. , live our lives ever looking for 
better covenant for all time to the glorious appearing of our 
come. Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Under this covenant by death If we so live in faith and faith-
to the world and sin, men are fulness, when the dissolution of 
brought into a renewed fellowship our e~rthly tabernacle draws nigh, 
with God, which is the essence of we will be able to say with the 
spiritual life. Just as God was great Apo~tle.: 11 I have fought 
in the world reconciling the world the good fight, I have finished 
to himself through Christ, so those th~ course, I have kept the faith: 
who put on Christ become new henceforth there is laid up for me 
creatures, old things are passed a crown of righteousness, which 
away, and all things bav~ become the Lord, the righteous judg~, 
new. shall give to me at that day; but 

As becomes a spiritual creature, not to me only, but to all those 
a spiritual service is demanded of who have loved his appearing." 
him ; forms and ceremonies sink The best of spiritual life, here, 
into comparative insignificance; is imperfect, cumbered, and in. 
worship, which is service, must complete. Whilst it is true that 
be in spirit and in truth. As "now are we the sons of God, it 
man's fall was due to unbelief and WILLIAM doth not yet appear what we 
disobedience, so by the grace of SMITH, J.P., shall be": we still "groan, being 
God his recovery is by faith and Whose photo we publish above, has been a member of the burdened," "wailing for our re-
obedience. But let it ever be church, Balaklava, S.A., for the past 27 years, and has rendered demption-the redemption of the 
remembered that our union with useful service to the cause of primitive Christianity throughout body." But even so, we know 
God, our spiritual life, is In and the district. Bro. Smith is a candidate for Parliament at the that in his own good time the 
through Christ-he is the Way, coming elections in South Australia, and is one of the selected Mister will come to call his 
the Truth, and the Life, no man candidates of the South Australian Temperance Alliance pledged ransomed home, and whether we 
cometh to the Father but by to support the Bill which the late Dr. S. J. Magarey was success- be among the waiting quick, or 
him-our life is hid with Christ in ful in getting passed through both Houses of Parliament in 1891, sleeping with waiting dead, we 
God. and which is to come into force next year. If the readers of the shall enter into fuller life-the life 

Just as spiritual life begins by CHRISTIAN throughout the Wooroora Electorate will labor on that knows no end. To us grim 
the divine operation of the Spirit, behalf of Bro. Smith it will materially assist in the cause of death can bring no dread; the 
through the incorruptible seed righteousness. only death we could fear, the 
of the Word of God, so is it second death, has no power over 
dependent for its sustenance upon that Word, and raised us up with him, and bas made us the ransomed of our God. The world may 
for the Lord bas taught us that man shall live to sit in heavenly places, and we are assured stand appalled at his dread call, but to us the 
"by every word that proceedeth out of the that, seeing that whilst we were enemies God message is one that speaks of rest and joy at 
mouth of God." reconciled us to himself by the death of his home-of union with the righteous of the 

To us, the avowed followers of Christ, only begotten Son, being reconciled, he will by-gone ages, of reunion with the lost and 
whom we have confessed as Lord, this is the save us in the Living One. loved ones gone before. \Ve may well ex• 
highest present type of life. We have entered But as in rational life, so in that which is claim as the end draws near, "Oh gravl' 
thereupon ; we are continuing, by the grace spiritual, the unseen spirit must evidence where is thy victory 1 Oh death, where i; 
of God, therein. We are richly provided for Itself through the agency of that which is thy sting 1" "and lay down the weary body 
in all things needful for our growth and physical. We who have become united with of our humiliation" with the blessed as! ur­
sustenance and comfort. We have provision Christ In the likeness of bis death, have need ance, u I shall behold thy face in righteous-
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Apollos, a man of considerable qualifi-:----------- . have not permitted their 

h I k ·o thy sacred home. duhes,ond the home circle, but 
~ess' I sh,,all be satisfied w en awa e I h bey 

works to s 1~ that of such devoted lives 
lik1~e5!.eans towards au end, physical and how ~ood to k ow there is a record in heaven! 
rational life are precious heritages from t~e and silent wo~ e~s the hearts of many of us 
Lord our God, but above and o-.:er. all. 1s Still, ~o dou t /° the better development of 
~piritual lift>, life eternal. "And this is hfe ther~ is r~~~ oo:rselves may not be over­
eternal that they should know the~, the only chanty. 11ith this world's goods. If so! we 
true G~d, and him whom thou didst send, bur~~n;d 'ell to remember the widows mites, 
even Jesus Christ." ~:o~ette~ ':till, him who said, "Foxes have 

Brief life is here our portion, bdles, the birds of the air have nest~, butt~~ 
Brie£ life, aod short-lh-ed care. Son of Man hath not where to lay his h~d , 

The life that knows no ending, then we will suddenly find out we ar~ nch. 
The deathless life, is there. If our Lord in such poverty ~ould ennch all 

who came within touch of him, ~hall not we 
strive to imitate him, if only to gwe the cup 
of cold water, o~ to open t~e door as . Rhod,a 
did to Peter, and proclaim, The pnsoner ~ 
bands are loosed, our prayers are answered • 
-not, perhaps, in the way they expected, 
for no doubt they did not expect to see Peter 
again and as we understand they were pray­
ina dod to strenathen him to meet and face 
hi; death which had to take place on the 
morrow. 'God did more for these faithful 
men and women than they had dared to 
expect. 

" Women of the Acts and 
Epistles." 

ESSAY DY MRS. GREJ, NWOOD, 

Read at tire Vicloria11 Sisters' Corrfcrmce. 

Sister President and Sisters in Christ,­
The subject chosen for me on wl;irh to write 
my paper is "The Women of the Acts and 
Epistles." 

I would like, dear sisters, to ask you to 
remember from the very start that I am 
writing of things, people and customs as they 
were 1900 years ago. Custom, perhaps 
more than any real reason, fettered to a con­
siderahle extent the liberties of women, but 
notwithstanding these environments, m:my 
women of those days rose to positions of 
honor and wor by mention. However, it 
was not until Christ came and made manife,t 
the blessed truth that whether male or 
female we are one in Christ, that the oppor­
tunity was given to woman to develop and 
use her capabilities, in conjunction with man, 
for the betterment of the world. Sex is not 
a part of Christianity ! In the very first 
chapter of Acts we find women takina their 
p'ace. w!th men, m~gling their praye;; with 
the d1sc1ples-a fitting thought for us, for in 
what way can we come better into touch with 
each other and our dear Lord ? \ Vhat can 
more truly banish differences than commu­
nion together with Jesus, who is the author 
of peace and lo\'e? 
. It is often just after such seasons of rtfresh­
!ng that Satan appears lo rob us of the holy 
Joy, and maybe ~empt us to render to God a 
balf-h~ed _sacnfice as Sapphira did. Let 
us recm·e this r~ord of her unfaithfulness as 
a. solemn wammg, for this is surely a sad 
picture of a soul not truly converted to God 
Let us see to it _that we give to God our best; 
~ complete sen·1re, a consecrated life ! God's 
Judgments may linger longer than they did in 
the case of Sapphira, but they are neverthe­
less ~ure. God is a searcher of all hearts, 
our hves are a11 open book before him , 

N?t much is said of the life of Dor~, but 
the mfluence of her deeds of mercy to th 
n~y has home rich fruit in the lives an: 
act1

1
ons of many nohle women. 

):ou will remember that while the slumbe 
of deat~ held Dorca_s ~s its prey, thue stoo~ 
by her silent couch 11\'lng witnesses testifying 
how ~he ~ ~lothed the widow and helped 
them 1!1 their distress. Such deeds of mere 
and kmdness are not earthborn but are th~ 
out::ome of the s~irit of Christ. ' 
otJ"e':s home the Joyful privilege of helping 

as not come. Perhaps a sick bed, or 

\'Ve have another type of noble womanhood 
in Lydia. She was a praying woman ! Paul 
found her engaged in prayer. It is re~reshing 
to no:e bow frequently women are mentioned 
as having taken part in the assemblies for 
prayer, and it was no doubt this communion 
with God that had prepared Lydia's heart to 
!'O readily receive the fuller light of the cruci­
fied and risen Lord as preached by Paul. 
She had learned to know God, and proved to 
be a faithful servant of Jesus Christ. 

On this occasion Paul addressed a company 
of women, and I have been surprised in care­
fully studying the parts of Scripture allotted 
~o m ~ to see h~ ri great a part women played 
~n the _early history of _the. church. Lydia 
1mm~d1ately puts her faith mto practice by 
opemog up her heart and her home to this 
great servant of God and champion of truth. 

_She was the preacher's friend. Perhaps, 
With her womanly tact, she detected in Paul 
the _need of a care and help which was hers 
to give. 

What her loving help and sympathy meant 
to Paul in the midst of his trials and triumphs 
can, p~rhaps, be best estimated by those who 
labor 1n the gospel. 

I will call to your remembrance just here 
~ow that whe? Paul was released from prison 

he entered_ mto the house of Lydia," no 
doubt _knowmg that he would receive a sym­
pat~etlc welcome there. She wa1; not ashamed 
~~ h1s/on:s, There is a love that is strong.er 

an eat ' and deeper than shame-even the 
g~eat strong pure love of God in the hearts 
o men and women I This love so hi h a d 
pure h4d taken possession of Lydia'sgh ~ 
~n~ he~hd hher in a career of faithfuloe:: t~ 
ofo c·hrist e ~d taken upon herself the name 

W ! an was not ashamed to wear it 
e will pass on to speak of p . illa •. 

woman who d h nsc a 
lion both b roke erself worthy of m~n-
wif~ of Aq~la,\:r,~itfa~l. trtscilla was 
h~ve taken an active par/ et~ uLs an,d must 
With Paul, havin • m e. or~ s work 
Corinth to s ria. g J~~ne1,ed with him from 
with her hus? d . nsc11la also took part 

an in more fully enlightening 

r d · cation She had a new ,oun Joy, a great Ii h s. 
come into her life, and she was anxi! t had 
others might participate. No cloub: that 
heathen darkness, and superstition that the 
ab · ut them on every hand made tbe he \Vere 
the woman, and those already men/rt of 
burn with a fervent desire to tell the 

1
~tned, 

"The Lord has risen indeed," as the ,vo ory, 
h • f man had done on t e mornmg o the resurrect' 

vVe read later on of Priscilla sending lo '?n, 
salutations wit~ the church in her housv:~g 
the brethren m another part. This n 
seem. a small thing, dear sisters, but I ~~ 
sure 1t does us all good to know we are 
membered and loved by those brethren fr~~ 
whom we _are parted . . Then, too, a kind! 
message will often rek10dle the Christ lov~ 
in the heart of a brother or sister whose light 
is burning low ~nd is ready to die out. Is it 
not true, dear sisters, that we often think kind 
things, but fail to do them, hence those who 
would have been uplifted and helped go their 
way hungering and thirsting for what we 
could have s-:> easily bestowed . If we cannot 
do anything else, we can send a message to 
some of God's lone children to cheer them 
along i1_1 the path of duty. In this way, as 
well as m many others, we can render accept­
able service to God. I know a sister who 
for 14 years has kept np a correspondence 
with several members of small struggling 
churches, with the sole object of strengthen­
ing and encouraging them. Leaving Pris­
cilla, we will speak of Phrebe, a servant of the 
church at Cenchrea. What her services 
were' altogether we are not fully acquainted 
with, but this we are told, that she was_ 
entrusted with church business, and Paul 
says this of her, that she has been a 
succorer of many. This testimony may well 
awaken questions in our minds. Have we 
st•etched out a hand to the perishing, or led a 
lost one to Chrint ? Life at best is so short 
to any of us. Opportunities are always pre• 
seating themselves. God help us to use them 
to his glory and the good of humanity, as 
this good woman did. -

In the first epist'e to Timothy we have a 
few useful hints thrown out as to woman's 
duty in her home, and I believe with Bishop 
Nash that a woman's chief sphere is her 
home. There are duties in the home-God­
given duties-which if neglected must be foJ 
ever undone. No one else can do them, an 
our posterity must suffer in consequence, 
May we with God's help see that our first 

responsibilities are duly remembered and 
faithfully discharged ; then will the pathway 
be made smoother for generations to come, 

In the first epistle to Timothy ~e a:e 
admonished in reference to our place m. t e 
church. At the time this epistle was wntt~ 
there was great persecution in the cburc i 
and some have made this an excuse for. J:1au. 
laying down in such plain words his decis•0~: 
"I suffer not a woman to teach," and so for! h 
but I take it if other things hold good w~1t r 
he_ taught, so must this. Should any sis el 
tbmk Paul was just a bit hard on our s~x, 

5 will ask you to read the loving salutat100 

found. in Rom. 16. ban 
Tb1s theme is too vast to do other t t a 

t?uch the fringe of the subject in so sh~ch 
time, but I do hope we may be able to c 

H 
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inspiration from these grand good women, 
and also take comfort from the reference made io the women spoken of in Phillip_ians 4 : 3, 
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hose names are not really mentioned, and 
:~e know nothing of t~eir service or sacrifice, 
but Paul had them m godly remembrance 
and says. of them, "whose names are in the 
book of life." Sometimes, dear sisters, no 
halo of glory will circle around our little deeds 
of service for God, and they may be even 
shrouded in a mantle of darkness, such as 
none but God can see through , but one day 
our works will be made manifest when the 
books shall be opened. With the great sun­
light of God"s trut!:i to guide us and his love 
to sustain us, let us go forward to greater 
things. 

There are heights to which we have never 
climbed,-there are joys in Christianity to 
which we have never reached. God help us 
with unabated fervor to work for Christ, to 
live for him, as these women did, until we 
are delivered from this body of death and see 
his face and reign with him for ever. 

GREETING FROM AMERICA. 

The following letter was received by the 
Sisters' E xecutive after the close of the 
Conference :-

Carr-Burdette College, 
Sherman, Texas, 

March 11th, 1905. 
Dear Sisters assembled in Conference,-

May you as workers together be encour­
aged and strengthened by the fellowship and 
inspiration of this Conference to greater 
plans and work for the New Year. 

Yours in the love of Christ, 
MRS. A. B. MASTON. 

Here and There. 
Reeoue Home Sunday, Ma.y 7th. 
Ooe confession at Prahran on Sunday evening. 
We much regret having to leave over a Jot of news 

and other matter, out next week all will come right . 
"Tokyo, March 5. Baptised two University men 

to-day. Excellent audiences. W . D, Cunoiogham," 

P . A. Dickson, after a brief visit to Adelaide and 
Melbourne, will return to Sydney by the Friday's 
express. 

Notice is called in Coming Events to alteration of 
date of Balmain-st., Richmond, church anniversary 
celebrations to May 21 and 23. 

"Tokyo, Japan, March 12. Baptised two college 
~en lo-day, Baptised one woman and nineteen men 
s10ce January x. W . D. Cunningham." 

To those of our churches using "Matzos," or unfer­
~ented bread, at their morning meetings, the advcr­
ltsement under" Wanted'' will be of interest. 

'>· T . Magarey gave the Hindmarsh Sunday School 
c~1ldren an interesting address on "Courtesy 3:nd 
l{1_odness," on the 30th. A collection for Foreign 
M1ssioos realised 26/-. 

At the Fitzroy Tabernacle on Sunday night last at 
the close of H . Swain's address, two young ladies 
made the good confession, Endeavor anniversary 
next Sunday, May 7. 

At a meeting of the Hindmarsh choir on April 20, 
Miss Ida Weeks and Mr. J. Roberts, who are sh~rtly 
to be married, were presented with a pretty silver 
mouoted tray and bread board. 

J. Inglis Wright left Melbourne on Wednesday f~r 
Sydney, where be will stay tlll May 10, when he will 
leave for Auckland on his way home to N.Z. The 
Melbourne brethren enjoyed his visit very much. 

The Ascot Vale mission commenced on Sunday 
last with splendid meetings in the tent. Hundreds 
unable to gain admission, The singing was very fine, 
and Harward and Pittman were In great form. The 
sermon was very impressive. 

M Coming Events. 
Soci!~ iilr 11\-The No~thco!e S:hristian Endeavor 
May 7 at ;~ee ~le the_F1rs1 Anntversaryon Sunday, 
Speake'rs , M . ccbabt1c Hall, Westbourne-grove. 
B k ' ormng, Bro. Marrows ; evening, H. st e~. thursd 1Y, May II , at the Town Hall, High­
. · . ~ea !!rs, Bren. Pond and Gibson. A hearty . 
1nv1tat1on 1s extended to all 
S ~lY 8,;--Fifth Annivers~ry Rally ol Fitzroy C. E . 

ociety will be held io Gore st Tabernacle at 7 45 
PA,lml Speakers, Messrs. A. R. Main and W . Northey. 

welcome. Come early. 
M!lY 14 & 16,-Church of Christ, Fairfield, S S. 

Ao01versary Servic~s. May 14-Alteroooo at 3, 
T . J • Cook; 7 p.m., E . H P . Edwards . Tuesday, 
M_ay 16-8 P·':1 ·• Distribution ol Prizes by A. L . 
~ib~on. Ch~1rman, E .. H P. Edwards. Bright 
s10~10g by children, assisted by visiting friends and 
recitations . ' 

MAY 15,-Thc Christian Endeavor Society at 
Fre_!Tiantle ,will hold their Anniversary on May 15th 
190a. Any communications please send to H. A'. 
Verco, Secretary, 42 Tucl<fleld-st. , Frem:intle. 

MAY 14 &: 15,-Preston Bible School Anniversary 
w\ll be held on Sunday, May 14. F . M. Ludbrook 
will address the scholars at 3 pm, W. Dickens will 
preach in the evening at 7 pm. in the Bradford Hall. 
On Monday, 15th, a Tea Meeting will be held from 
6 p.m . till 7 p.m. Adults, 1/-; outside children, 9d. 
8 p.m, Concert and Distribution of Prizes. Free, 
Members of sister churches invited. 

MAY 21 &: 23,-Sburch Anniversary, Balmaio­
street, Richmond, postponed to these dates. Special 
Services, Sunday, May 21, at II a,m., 3 p.m. and 7 
p.m. First Annual Tea, Tuesday, 23rd, 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. Adults, I/-; Children, Gd. Grand Public Meet­
ing and Demonstration of Church Work, 8 p.m. Free. 
All invited. 

JUNE 11, 13 & 15,- North Melbourne Sunday 
School Aaaiversarv. Sunday afteroooa aod evening, 
Singing by the children. Tuesday, Sieging, Recita­
tions and Dialogues, Distribution of Prizes. Thurs­
day, Tea Meeting and Lantern Entertaiomeat. C.M. 

DEATH. 
MoNAGHAN.-OD the 25th April, at his parents' 

residence, Gellibrand-st., Colac, Angus, dearly loved 
infant son of James Francis and Agnes Monaghan, 
aged g months. 

MAIUUACE. 
LEE-HAGGER.-On the 22nd March, at the 

Christian Chapel, North Fitzroy, by l\fr. H . G. Har­
ward Frederick, younger son of the late Samuel Lee 
of Shepparton, to Gertrude Annie, elder daughter of 
A.G. HaEger of Clifton Hill. 

WANTED KNOWN. 
••Matzos" or unfermented bread, of the very best 

kind can be' obtained of S. Snider, 1 Atkin-st., North 
Melbourne. Per pound 5d., delivered at rail or boat. 

LOST. 
Two BIRTHDAY BOOKS at the Christiln En­

deavor Rally in Masonic Hall. If _left at Austral 
Office will find owners 

Sacred Phonograph Records. 
\Ve have just landed a choice select ion or Gold ;\[ouldcd 

!~~JJ~5bc~~~111~~!~~ ~~~~l11~1i~~~ rpfi~~~r1 ,~~~~~~ ~h~~~ogbr~p,~s~ 
-:1 /• c.1.ch. Li~ts posted free. 

C. SMITH & CO., 196 Russell -s treet , ~!:lbournc. 

NEURALGIA, HEADACHE. 
Lee's Remedy, a speedy and safe Cure for Neur­
algia and sick, bilious, and nervous Headar.hes. This 
remedy Is warranted free from Antipyrine, Morphia, 
Opium or Chloral. Post Free, 1/6, to any address. 

Fredk. Lee, Chemist,, 
107 & 109 Orevllle St., Prahran, Vic. 

lnl. WENTWORTH, 
(Late Edwin Fisher), 

Wood, Coa.l a.nd Coke M.erohant 
BURNLEY RLY. SIDING, BURNLEY. 

Every description of Firewood delivered at Lowest 
Rates for Cash . Post-cards promptly attended to 

TELEPHONE 28I5. 

The Best and Cheapest DRAPER 
in Carlton is . . 

E. ROBERTS, 
645 to 65I RATHDOWN ST., NTH. CARLTON. 

Free Gifts on All Purchases. 

Bismark H. Engel, L.D.S., 
SURGEON DENTIST, 

Late of Heath and Keraot, 

132 HIGH ST., WINDSOR, 
Teeth extracted painlessly. Crown and bridge work 

and gold fillings a speciality. 

E. T. TUCKER ~i~.:t.~::_::~ 
Picnics and Tea meetings catered for. Bread delivered 
to South Yarra, Armadale, Malvern and St.Kilda. All 
goods first quality. Postcards promptly attended to. 

• •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
ERENRY J. R. LEWIS 

BCONOMIC 

Funeral .. a Certificated 
Furnisher ~ Embalmer, 
Johnllton 4- Hertford St,., Flt•roy, 

High StrHt, Northcote. 
'# Funeral, to Sult the 'Time,, 'fl 

••ta6lldl•d r•4;s, Tel•l'll•n• ,,.o, 
··········-······························ 

'lne 

"Stockfeld" Studio 
285 COLLINS ST., 

opp. 'The Block. 

Telephone 3227. 
We make cheap exclusive Furniture of Orig­
inal design, and shall be glad to submit de­
signs in color. Call and Inspect Examples. 

Copper Work a special_ity. 
Classes forming for Repousst: Copper 
Work, Drawing, Painting, etc. 

R. H, STOCKFELD 
Domestic Architect and Designer 

VASCO LOUREIRO 
Artist and Designer 
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its coal , no,· its commerce ; not it -----

May 4, rgo5 

E d 
armies, not its history, not even it: rgold, not ita 

The Ch • • eavor just its chil~rcn. For its children ar:~~dom; but 

rls tlan n children arc its Cuturc. " hope, its 

S • f Rcm~mber that these chil_drc n arc growin 
oc1etyo M . something-for good or evil, right O g Up ro, 

Ch h" Conducted by A. R am or error, Christ or Satan . No fu~t~•rong, truth 
"For Christ and the urc 139 BUCKLEY ST,, FoorscRAY, needed for our doing our best to train tier pie~ is 

Spirito-filled Christians. 
Topic for May 15. 

Si:Go~:snso St:BJECTS ASD Rli.\DISGS, 
The Spirit Jesus sent .. . Acts!!: 32-39 
Answering prayer ... Acts 4 : 23-31 
Begetting love ... Acts 4 : 3!!,37 
Bringing joy . .. Gal. 5 :_ 22-26 
Gi\·ing power . .. Rom. I:,: 13-19 
Converting sinners . .. • .. Acts II : I 9.24 
Toplc-~plrl&-filled Cbrhti&n1 ... lds Z: 1-4, 41-47 

"THE work or the Holy Spirit is three.fold : 
(I) To the immediate disciples he was a 
rm1i11dcr and revealer (John 14 : 26; 16 : 

J:?.14). 2. To the sinful world, he is a eo11vieter 
and q11icl:c11cr. (3) To the Christian, to the be­
lieving and obedient soul, he is a constant g11idc 
and comforter." 

With this third phase alone of his worlr, we deal 
now. The Holy Spirit dwells in all Christians. 
" If aoy man hath not the Spirit or Christ, he is 
none or his.·• Peter declared that the promise was 
to aJJ men, even as many as the Lord should call. 

This, howc\•er, does not quite reach the height 
suggested by the title or our subject. We want 
Spirit-filled Christians. Just in passing, it might 
be said that we do not expect to have such a baptism 
in the Spirit as that recorded in Acts 2 : 1--1; appar­
ently that was for a very special work, and the 
evidence is wanting that any or those now claiming 
to be baptised in the Spirit are enabled to do as 
these apostles did. Indeed, it is not an unknown 
th~~ for men claiming to be speaking as the Holy 
Spll'lt teaches them to contradict the words of the 
Spirit through the apostles; and or course it is 
much easier to bclien that these men are mistaken 
than t:> imagine that after nineteen centuries the 
Holy Spirit contradicted bimscl£. 

It was, bowe\·er, to the mass of Christians at 
Ephesus that Paul gave the apostolic command 
"B~ ~lled with the Spirit" (Bph. 5: 18), A; 
Christians they must have had the Spirit of Christ, 
but lh~y ha~ no! risen to their privilege. We may 
be doing hkc\\'l&e, " There is all th d' ff 'b ,. e I erence 
polill le, says F. B. Meyer," between a lewdrops 
: the bottom or a bucket and a brimming well • 

tween a few stray Oowers scattered I ' 
th b sparse y 

roug_ the g':'dc, and the myriads that make it 
blue with hyacinths or yellow with primroses " II 
a ?1'.1n. could only rcali&e that to be filled wi~h the 
Sp1r1t u; as truly a command aa to be b . 
as to refrain l . aptiscd, or 

rom stealing, an advance would be 
~ade. John McNeill wrote: "You will notice that 
I? Bpb. 5 : 18 there is a double command 

~~:• ~~~t::t drunk,' an~ a positive,, .Be y~ \~1:~~; 
nc ative ~mm:m~ is as authoritative as the 
Eptsi~ ~hd _wt~ binding on jllst as 111a11y o( those 
• r11 •ans as waa the negative eo 

Now what was true of th~· b 1· • mmand. v- c revers rn Eph . 
the long-ago is equally true i . caus 111 

God's £uotatool to-day Is it :r . al/ believers in 
to-day to di10bey the ::Omm d ~in for II believer 
and is it then a virtue lo . an ' Be not drunk '1 
oritative command , 

8 
disoff bey the equally auth-

' c ye lied'? IC • • 
for a Chri•tian to be d k • , . it 1s a sin 

1 run , 1t 11 JU&t 1 tru Y, really, ,, si11 not to be filled." as sure y, 

[ P . I . . icm ar,gh 
. ·r t t' n of the Spirit 's "JI ay grow II rnto ll /11. rn all firings(" h t. Whnt is the highest m:1111 cs a ,o . c.p 4. IS) 

' . . • h d for the " spiritual ' Grow or go ' 1s the order of the da" in ti b' : , 
'ndwclhng 1 Hnve \\e srg e E • • ' 1c usrn 1 · C . ti .. s, Would wc filie the world. The • rre Railroad recently issued css 
gifts" of the orm 11•111 · 11 1 l I an Ord 

. h It thereof enjoyed by the that a c er 1s over orty-five should be d' . er 
baptism, and t c resu s ' • h . rs1111sscd 

l 
, ,,, mn)' not have these, but surely we The reason given was t at 1f a ma n had not . · 

npost cs . e . 1 • b t h . risen to 
•11 h the best things-not miraculous somet ung et er t an a clerkship by the t ' 

can sh ave . A h . . 1111c he 
k t kmg with tongues but godly hvcs. was forty- vc, c did not h ave the amb' t• wor s, no spca ' . . . 11 h · 1 ion and 

., A little holiness _is_ worth mu~h 1llummatron. push t~.at t e company ,~ante~ to see in its ll'lcn. 
The fruits of the Spirit a rc the highest product of Suppose th'lt Jesus Christ discharged all or h' 
Christianity. · workers who had stopped growing! " is 

In his little book on" God' s Spirit and the Spirit's Let me grow by sun and shower 
Work," which might be commended to Endeavorers Every moment water me; ' 
in connection withthissubjcct,W,C.Morroanswers Malie me really hour by hour · 

1 More and more confo r med to the 
the all-important question, How can we secure tic That thy loving eye may t race c, 
Culler indwelling of the Spirit? He says : "(!) Since Day by day my growth in grace. 
obedience caused him to come and dwell with us at 

Let me then be alway_s growing, 
first, continued obedience will give him delight and _Ncv~r, never ~tandmg still; 
will cause him to remain in his new abiding place. Listening, learning, better !mowing 
(2) Purity of life and the giving up of sin will also . Thee and thy most blessed will. 
bring about the same desirable end. The Lord Till I reach thy holy place, 

D"aily let me grow in grace. 
came to save sinful men, but he sought communion 
with the kindred Spirit bf his Father in prayer, and -Frauccs Ridley Havergal. 
angels came to minister unto him. ls it marvellous Thci·c is not enough breadth in many lives. We 
that the Spirit of Christ will commune with the ought to grow in height, reaching up to the rulness 
souls or men that are becoming like him? The of the stature of Christ. 'Ne ought to grow in the 
world cannot receive the Spirit, and those who outreach of our lives. We ought to know more of 
cling to the world can scarcely hope to bear his God and of heavenly things to-morrow than we do 
fruits. (3) Then we should pray that the Spirit to-day. We arc told that if we follow on we shall 
may abound in us more and more. • If ye then, !mow, that if we do the little portion of the will or 
be~ng e\·il, know how to give good gifts unto your God we understand, we shall be led on to sec and 
children : how much more shall your heaven! lmow more of that will. \Ve ought to grow in love, 
Father give the Holy Spirit to them that ask him?~ also, becoming more patient, more gentle, more 
(Luke 11: 13)." thoughtful, more unselAsh day by day, extending 

1. ~ould not, indeed, esteem as of any value the the reach of our unselAshness and helpfulness.-
religion ~f any man, as respects the grand affair of J. R. Jl!illcr. 
eternal life, whose religion is not begun carried 

d I t db ' on, an. ~omp e e y the personal agency of the Ho! 
Sp1r1t Na)• I t · h y ' ' es eem it t e peculiar excellenc 
and glory of our religion, that it is sJ,iritual . tha: 
the soul of man is q~ickened, enlightened, san~tiAed 
and consoled by the indwelling Spirit of the ctern I 
God.-A. Camj,bc/1. a 

-a--
Crowing 11p for Cod. 

Topic for May 22, 

SUGOESTl!D SUBJE 
G~owing like Joseph CTS AND READINGS, 
Like Samuel ... Gen. 39: 1.5 
Like Josiah ... 1 Sam. 3: 19-21 
Like Daniel ... 2 Chron. 34: 1-7 
Like Timothy , .. Dan. I : 8-17 
Like Jesus... • .. 2 Tim. I: 3-12 
Topia-Growing up r~; G d ... Luke 2: 40-52 

(Union Meeting w~th th ... JEp~. 4: 11-16 
_ c un1ors.) 

Tll0U0H b t f . 
u cw societies will 

meeting with the J • have a union 
· unrors th' , . suitable for all N , rs topic 18 

got past the growing ,age. 
00;:r ~8 ~ave, spiritually, 

end to which i•·c •t . c hmrt of growth th 
' • rive to alt · • , c 

13-" the measure or th . am, is found in Eph. 4: 
Christ." In union me ; stature or the fulness of 
t.he Juniors, and the d"e •n~s the encouragement of 
th th' rreeting or th · e ings pri111a 'I err growth 
b'ldr r1 y to bo t , arc 

c I en of a nat' , a tended to " Th IOD'lllidp . C 
dcarc1t1 its beat it ' • W. Farrar "aro ·t 

' • IDoat CltiIDablo trcaa~re. ~o~ 

How to Crow. 
"The proof of vitality, and the only proof, is 

growth. " 

The soul grows by the right use of the power or 
choice.-A. H. Bradford. 

No large growth in holiness was ever gained by 
one who did not take time to be often and long alone 
with God,-A11stiii Phelps. 

Who knows what opportunity may come to us 
this year ? Let us live in a great spirit, then we 
shall be ready for a great occasion.-Gcorgc Hodges , 

Spend the time you have spent in sighing for 
fruits in fulRlling the conditions of their growth· 
The fruits will come, must comc.-Prof. Dm11111101111· 

A good Christian is not lil,c Hezekiah's sun that 
went bacl<\vards, nor Joshua's sun that stood still, 
but is always advancing in holiness, and increasing 

with the increase of God.-T. Watson, 1660, 

Notes · and News. 
We desire to cxp1·css our thanks to \V. A, l{emP 

-and all the ushers for their assistance at the RallY 
on Easter Monday night. 

N. t . . ·ocietics, me een metropolitan and nine country 5 
1 also •· . J · I roll-c11I' 

SL~ un1ors, responded personal y to . 
Gr 1· , , · h ds N,Z,, cc mgs were received from Miss Ric ar ' . 
p A · c Viet, 

· • Drcl1son, N.S.W.; and P. R. Hexter or 
C.8. Union. G,I,W• 

r 
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Rachel Sylvestre A Story of 
the Pioneers 

Jessie Brown Pounds 
CHAPTER XVII. 

THE FIRE, 

"Bro Cady," as we learned to call him, 
remained in our home over the next day, and 
he and Stephen talked over plans for the 
future. I gathered that the young minister 
whose sudden change of faith bad so sur­
prised us was in easy circumstances, and in 
no way dependent upon bis pulpit labors for 
a support. This was well; for those who 

reached the "ancient gospel," as they used 
io call it, did it without money ~nd without 
price. They must, therefore, either be of 
independent means, or be compelled to 
labor with their hands for each days bread. 

I wish to say, however, in justice to Bro. 
Cady, that if th~ latter alternative bad pre­
sented itself to him, he would have accepted 
it without a moment's hesitation. Worldly 
considerations weigh little when put into the 
scale with a great conviction. 

I saw at once that Stephen had conceived 
a great admiration for this man. There were 
many reasons for this. He had taught him 
the new faith, and it is evermore the way of 
the teacher to love the one to whom he has 
imparted the great lesson. of his _life. 
Especially is this true when 10 ~ost things 
the pupil is wiser and more experienced than 
his teacher. Bro. Cady was not a learned 
man but he was what is nowadays called 
"cuitured." If he were a young minister of 
our day, he would be in demand to read 
"papers" at all the literary clubs that _our 
Maude Arrondale is so fond of attending. 
He always had an appropriate verse of poe!ry 
at his tongue's end, and could quote 1t with 
such feeling that you seemed ~o. g~t a ~ew 
meaning out of it, however familiar ~t might 
be. His accomplishments were of Just the 
kind to charm Stephen, who felt so keenly 
that he belonged to the backwoods, and had 
missed the elegancies of life. 

Another thing that appealed . to Stephe_n 
strongly was, that Cady had given up bis 
chance of winning Rachel for the sake of the 
gospel. Stephen had done the same t~ing, 
it i~ true, but not so openly and ~ertamly. 
Besides, he chose to believe that his chan~e 
had been of the slightest, and that Cady s 

!r-· --=---=-- -::- , - ;· •. 
. 

~ =-~~- . - , , " 

hid amounted almost to a certainty. 
"She must ha,·e learned in time to care 

for him," he told me once, long afterward. 
"He is of her world-the world she knew, 
and to which she naturally belonged." 

But the affection between Cady and 
Stephen was not one-sided. The man of 
the world gave to the man of the woods the 
full tribute of gratitude and admiration. Ste­
phen's was the stronger nature, and none 
knew it better than his new friend. 

They would go together and preach as 
they bad opportunity. This was the out­
come qf all their planning. Stephen was to 
introduce Cady to the little circle of churches 
to which he had been accustomed to min­
ister, and assure them of his worthiness. 

"The way will open," said Stephen, con­
fidently. In this happy hope they rode away, 
their saddle-bags containing plenty of simple 
food from my mother's larder, and the single 
change of raiment apiece 1vith which the 
preachers of that day thought it !1ecessar_y to 
be prepared in case of a wayside baptism. 
Their Bibles they carried in their pockets or 
their hats, that they might bring them_ out 
and study as they rode, ~ather h~d business 
in Rocksford, sad he decided to nde that far 
with the young preachers. I suspect that he 
wished to bear what Mr. Osburn and other 
of his own friends would say about the 
debate. 

It was seldom that my mother and I were 
left in the house alone over night, and per­
haps that is why I reme~ber so disti~ctly all 
the incidents of that evenmg. The wmd was 
high, and bad a threatening sound. I kn?W 
that mother drew the curtains over the win-

MR. R. BARNES, 

DENTIST, 

78 Gertrude St., FHzroy. 

Bourke-st. (Red) trams } Pass the 
Collins-st. (Yellow) trams Door. 

~ r .. ~ ·~~ - ~ ·: ~ _ : .:-... r . ·~t. • ,=- ... i 
_ (J, 1, c. ... -- - - © ! ~6• $ •:, • ·=· (:::_ -= ,!, /,/ ,,, =, j 5 ·~i ~~ 'i ti! ;/ ~ i='... ~ !t :~:t;~ f,~~ {: :?"" ~~d_~j:i "t 

W. E. CAMPBELL. 

Please note the following prices in Repairs 
and General Work :-Spokes from 1/- ; Felloes 
from 1/6 ; or Half Rim from 5/-; Tyres Cut 
from 2/6 · New Tyres from 13/6; Half Ptd. 
Axles fr~m 12/6 each ; Boxing Wheels, 1/6 
each ; Horses Shod, 5/- each. I have got a 
Ladies' Ph:cton and a Prince George Trap for 
sale CHEAP. 

W. E. CAMPBELL, 
588 Elizabeth Street, 

Opposite the Market. Above the Austral Co. 

Why WILL You be Ill? 

' 

You want rosy, robust health, your blood cours(ng 
full of life through your vein~; you want_your ~1ck 
and delicate loved ace to be with you again, active, 
full of vitality, with sparkl(ng_ eye! warm glO\ying 
touch and bounding pulse, en1oy10g hfe and affect100 ; 
you want 

RAD.A.M'S 
MICROBE 

KILLER. 
It Is the ONLY mcd.lclnc scien tists recognise that ~as su?• 

s tan tlatcd Its c lalm. All diseases, .111 allments ba\'C their orlc1n 
In germ life. The mlcroblc theory 15 now an ?,Cknowlcd.9ed 
fact and RAD.AM'S MlCROBB KILL BR 1s the ON1'Y 
medicine which can kill disease germs (registered and pro• 
tcctcd throughout the world). Rad;im's Micro~e Kl! lcr Is _no 
wretched ptll no bolled np mess of hcrb;il d ccocuon maxed with 
alcohol to kc;p it From going bad. Radarn's Microbe Kiilcr ls 
pure sp;irkllnc s terilised w;itcr, cb;irgcd under high pressure, 
w1th

1

sclcnt l6c;ihy prcp;ircd autom;itlc microbe kHllng gases. 
It cures ALL dlsc.iscs, and Its beneficial results arc seen at 

once in cases or consumption, chest al im ents, llvcr complaints, 
eczemil and :1.ll c;iscs of blood disorders. 

Prlcc, 4/6 quart bottles; 15/- gal lon jars . All chemists ; Foy 
and Gibson i :ill stoics. 

Agency In Australasia : 
.A. o. B, FREY, :So Franklin Street, West llelbournc. 

The Resurrection 
Of Saints and Sinners at the Coming 
of the Lord, and the l\letaphorical 
Resurrections of the Millennium. 

B Y DAVID K1i-G. 

A neat pamphlet containing concise informa­
tion on the subject treated. 

Single Copy, 2d. 
25 copies ... 2/- 50 copies ... 3i6 

100 copies ... 6/- 500 copies ... 25/-
Past or Carriage Paid to any part of Australasia. 

T. WEBSTER, Dental Surgeon 
L,D,S., M.A.C, D, 

Crown and Bridge Work a Specialty. 

308 QUEEN'S P ARIDB, CLIFTON HILL 

LYALL & SON, 
~ ::a:..y, G:ra.b:a., -d. 
P:rod.uoe lMC•:roh&D.t-. 

II!OHIH or HIIII D UY, 
~r, a GOLOlflll HODUGI, 

GeUllJ Orden CluefaUJ .IU1a•1d 11, 
S11eal•I Att•nUon •lo•n to Seed Grall, 

Bad Olllet and KiU.-

11 lo H LIHSOR STUBT, 1101TB IILIOUUI. 
Branch Stores-

' a I Yla,Hla MuW, Malbouae. 
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236 TH£ AUS d I poor Rachel's bravery seemed to ;--a -

d h rrain an as ·t t f h Ve tnad - ----- --- ---: er I kisse er ~o. ' bicb their rescue qut e ou o t e question e 
dows took the green booghs out of the fire• . For ans~ed' that look of girlishness w . I took a long breath and plunged i; . 

I ' d r hted a lire on the hearth of the did so I :r°her face when she wds Ilryd~appy to keep my bearings and to follow th~ t~Y)llg 
face, an igl was surprised at this, for us• r:~~~t a mother Stephen an l . ~ begun neighs of the horses. Again and at·ltful ::1~: ::~;t in the kitchen when there was i' went upstairs, but baf b on (d J!; mother thought I must tur':1 back, but at 1:~~I I 

pany t et ready for bed when ea found one of the ammals, wound my b 
no .. ~: you 'cold?" I asked, fearing that she c~ITing: . ose h I Colonel into bis mane, ~nd tried. to speak. I ~ds 
might be falling ill. . d "Ob quick, quick, t ,r, sure from the height that 1t must be D Has 

"Oh, no," she said," but the wind s~un f Sylve.st~e's house is onl okre1_.n the direction Rachel's spirit~d little saddle-ho.rse, anodyI, 
dreary as if the fall were here. I believe t even to o h h ht l 
~m al~ays a little nervous when your father I did not s op t I was in the stable, thoug t s e m_1g mow my voice. I d 
u of the fire. In a mom£° Q eeoie my faithful not know to this day how I got out of th ~ 
is ~::r:otber ! she was homesick for her loosening the baiter ~ di~ not I wait for a building, much less how _I got Dolly O~t 
gray-haired lover, and I both laughed at her little brown mare. If on Queenie's back with me. Rachel came flying to meet me 
and kissed her as I told her so. . saddle, but flung ~ise f those in the house "I thought I had sent you to your death" 

We bad a long, long talk that Dlght. She and rode as for the ives o she cried. ,, Didn't you hear me callio 'I 
told me how she bad thanked God that her on the hill. ce that the danger was It seemed as if you would never come," g 
prayers for me had been aos1vered, and that But 1. saw at 

00 
he bad su osed. The A strange weakness had come over me 

I had followed Stephen into the kingdom. less ternbl:. t~~n ~ouse but r: the stable. and for a moment it seemed that I could not 
"Bat I am not Stephen, nor shall I ever fire wa~ ado b\0 e ay fr'om the house but rally myself for further exertion. Just then 

be'" I said. "You must never expect me to The win ew aw h ' f other came riding up the l 
toward the gre;.t barn where the arvests ol mfy hm f h . I 1· d ane on one 

be." . h tared I remembered as o t e arm orses. rea tse at once what 
No matter what she said. It 1s only G_~d t e year were s · ' d b h d d Th f th 

rode, bow Colonel Sylvestre had warne us s e a one. e w~men o ose days 
and mothers whose faith in human nature JS a ainst a fire in this barn when we danced were equal to emergencies, ~nd my mother 
complete. •u b tfere years before. had been out to rouse the neighbors and tell 

"Perhaps in a year or .. two yo_u w1_ e As I approached the place, one wild, hoarse them of the fire. 
preaching the gospel, too, she said, with a h · hb 
,:real longing in her voice. cry after another fell upon my ears. Could it T ere were not many ne1g ors, but those 

"No, mother," I told her, "I must be a be possible that there was someone in the who came were soon at work, and, my faint. 
humble scholar, not a teacher. I have not burning stable ? ness past, I found myself able to work with 
the aptitllde for that, as Stephen ba5, Some "Raebel! Rachel! Come out, Rachel! them. 
one must stay here and help father, and I, You will be killed-oh, Raebel I Rachel!" There was little to be done. The home 
who have no great gifts of any sort, am just Colonel Sylvestre stood helplessly before was not in any real danger, for it was at a 
the one for that," the burning building, his arms outstretched considerable distance from the stable, and, 

She did not argue the point, but smoothed toward it. He had dressed hurriedly, his as I have said, the wind was blowing the 
my hair as if she were satisfied. By-and-bye feet and head were bare, and his long white sparks in the opposite direction. But the 
she said: hair was blown back by the wind. B::fore or great barn was threatened every moment, 

"Mothers never get quite to the place since, I have never seen such a picture of and we had no means of fighting fire, We 
where they have no anxiety about their hopelessness. half-dozen men did what we could with 
children. Now I think of the time when my Catching sight of me, be ran and pulled at buckets and wet blankets, but I felt from the 
boys will marry, and of the women who will me, as if to hasten my actions. "Save her! first that it was hopeless. Now that Rachel 
help to make or spoil their fortunes. Of save be~! . She is insid~ ! Great God, man ! was safe, the Colonel had regaine~ hi~ com• 
course, you are still too young to consider Rachel 1s 1n that barn! posure and directed our work m his old 
sncb matters" (I did not at all agree with Was he really calling upon the merciful tone of authority. Once, when' I was n7ar 
my mother in this), "but Stephen must soon God whom he h_ad s_o long blasphemed ? I him, however, I noticed that he was shaking 
think of marrying. Sometimes I wonder if t t h d 
he has not already thought too much about suppose no ' or m. is ma ness he did not from head to foot, whether from cold or 
Raebel for bis own peace of mind." know ~~at he said. 1 flung myself from excitement I could not judge. 

I could not betray Stephen's secret, even Queenie s back, aod ran towa~d the stable. I proposed that the waggons and farming 
to my mother; so I only said: · Th~ ~moke choked aod blinded me, but implements, which were stored in the great 

"Stephen does not meet many girls who JUS
t 

inside the door . 1 felt . myself firmly barn, be removed. While we were busy 
. are Rachel's equal in point of intelligence." gra?Jd. ~if heart cned out 10 thanl<fulness with this work a cry from the women on 

Mother looked at me with quick alarm. "I as rew achbel out into the air. It was the steps cause'd us to look out at the straw 
hope she h s t ·1 d some moments efore she could k b d · omeol a no spo1 e J'o11, peace of mind " she kept pointing back t d h spea , ut stacks. They were on fire, an m a m 
she said. ." Sb~ is a smart, capable girl, a;d "Is there someone in owar t . e 5 \~ble. the fire had spread to the barn, . 

1 I love he! 1D spite of her faults. But I can't asking. She shook her hethere still,? I _kept The work of destruction was swift. A.,· 
help feeling that a godless woman will ruin to the stable. ad, but still pomted ready the stable was in ruins, and the b g 
~ny man's life. Bro. Cady escaped from her "The poor horses!" she barn, containing the harvests of the yeaart, 
1nfluence none too soon. Now be will make gasped t I t laces 
a useful man; and perhaps some good "I thought I could save th b a as . seemed to blaze up in a dozen p d ne 
woman will make him a happy one." would not come out I" em, ut they once. There was nothing more to be ~ted 

(I ou_ght to say that my mother had 
00 

Then I knew what had h I joined the women on the porch, and wai 
c~ncephon ,of a happy life apart from mar- bad unfastened the horses ~i:rk~d. She for the flames to do their work. "You are 
nage. ~V1thout a wife, though with the W_?uld find_ their own way 0;t. ~n mg they Later on Rachel called us in_. "but you 
conso}at.1ons of religion, a man might be reatures, ID their terror had O ~t t~e poor all going home tired," she said, 
submissive, even cheerful, but not, in the ot,~ ibe smoke, to perish 'miserab~i P unged must not go home hungry." Colooel 
full sense! happy. This belief was one of could not have breath d •. I hesitated, remembering that k to :~e compliments she paid to her own married another minute," she added. "le in there Sylvestre had forbidden Rachel to spea 
ife.) • :1b;ay to where I thought the ::s groping the Arrondale!;, . " WhY 
~Ve talked so earnestly that we forgot all 1 ' when I found you," or ought Rachel came to the door agaJD, d 

al kt .thebP15.?ge of time i and when the old buildtoegernaed. entbirely useless to enter th don't you come in, Joseph ?" she askde 1· 1e,!d 
c oc in t e kitchen struck twelve we both gain ut th I e I h h d d ster an 
sprang to our feet in surprise. It wa 

1 
Rachel's ey ' h e ook of horr • was a at• ea e young • 

r.h1onucres.my mother had kept such unsseemonlgy wide, drov:s, w en at last she opened ~h in her what I had heard. " she said, 
ever a lover 0re .to the attempt. She em "You are a very foolish fellow, ou ,.,ill 

"We have had a good talk a II her especial p:~imals, and the horses wwas "You will risk your life for us, b~~ir would 
&he said. 11 Haven't we 1" ' ny way, fastened in the! 1 e. 

11 
If they had stlll b ere not eat in our house! Your bro 

been able to 1C:a8~h 81 I might possibly h:en have better sense." h n's sake I 
ein out one by one, b Ve That was true. So for Step 8 

' ut Went in and ate my breakfast, 


