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J. COLBOURNE.

The Work of the Spirit in Conversion.

(Essay read at the Annual Conference of Churches of Christ in Brisbane, Queensland, om April 31st, 190&.)

N writing an article
on the above sub-
ject, I feel how
necessary it is to
present what I have
tosayin theclearest
possible way. I
am also deeply
anxious that what
I shall say may be
in accordance with
the simple teaching
of the Word of God.
It is not an un-
common thing for

superficial readers of the Scriptures to take

the bare statements of certain facts, and
construe those statements according to their
preconceived notions without studying the

Word of God for the clear explanation of

th_ose statements, and hence the result is

misconception and error upon such themes.

There are certain phrases which are frequently

used that show how dark some minds are

upon ‘““the work of the Holy Spirit in con-
version,” such as, “I am waiting for effectual
calling,” or “I1 am waiting the Lord's time.”

We can scarcely imagine a more strange and

unphilosophical idea than that expressed by

the words “I am waiting for cffectual calling.”

A call, as everyone knows, is an invitation

or request, and an effectual call is an invita-

tion responded to—a call which takes effect;
when a call is heard and obeyed then we
haye effectual calling. In the gospel economy
it is God who calls, and it is the sinner whom
he calls, and when the sinner listens and
yields to the call then is the call effectual.

Thus, reminding the Thessalonian Christians

of their call to the faith, the apostle says

(r_Thes. 2: 10-13), “Ye know how we

exhorted, and comforted, and charged every

one of you, as a father his children, that ye
should walk worthy of God, who hath called
youinto his kingdom and glory; for this cause
also thank we God without ceasing, because,
when ye received the word of God which ye
heard of us, ye received it not as the word of
men, but as it is in truth, the word of God,

Which effectually worketh also in_you that

believe.” From this quotation it is evident

that the effectualness of the gospel call, as
well as any other, is contingent on the

NN,

reception of it by those to whom it is ad-
dressed. It is true that it is the Holy Spirit
who calls, invites and persuades, through his
words, and we are taught that it remains for
those so called to accept or refuse the call,
and th.at that reception or rejection of it
determines its effect. The apostle's doctrine,
that the word, message or call works effect-
ually in those who believe it, plainly implies
that the call, though made, does not work
effectually in those who do not believe.
Since then, on the apostle’s own showing,
the effectualness of the gospel call depends
on the decision of the party called, it is
utterly inconsistent for any such party to
say, ‘“I am waiting for effectual calling.” It is
in effect saying, I am waiting on myself.
And just as absurd is the statement, *“I am
waiting God's time.” This would be right if
God's time to save had not yet come, or if
God were unwilling to save now, or less
willing to save now than he will be at some
future period. But we know God is as wil-
ling to save us now as he will be at any future
period of our history, and we also know that
the Spirit’s voice to us, ¢ Behold, now is the
accepted time; behold, now is the day gf
salvation,” “And to-day, if ye will hear his
voice, harden not your hearts,” is earnest,
intreating language urging the sinner to
embrace the Saviour by accepting the call at
once; and so we say the Holy Spirit is
waiting for the sinner to receive the message,
obey the conditions of salvation, and be
saved. Bnt to enter more into detail, the
apostles were sent out into all the world to
preach the gospel, with the Holy Spirit sent
down from heaven, for the express purpose
of turning men from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan unto God, that they
might receive remission of sins and inherit-
ance among those who are sanctified by faith
in Jesus Christ. There can be no question,
then, that the conversion of sinners was and
is due to the Holy Spirit, and that this con-
stitutes an essential part of his work.

As conducive to a proper understanding of
this important matter, it will be proper here
before proceeding to consider briefly the
present state of the question as it presents
itself in religious society, and to obviate, if
possible, certain misapprehensions which pre-
sent themselves directly in the way.

The first most important of these errors is
that the religious world very generally fail to
make any proper distinction between the

Spirit's work in conversion and the gift of
the Holy Spirit in the believer. They con-
found these two together in such a manner
as to render it evident that they have no idea
of any difference in the relations which the
sinner and the believer respectfully sustain to
the Holy Spirit, or that there are or can be
different modes of operation. As a simple
matter of fact, apart from any of the meta-
physical theories with which the subject is
encumbered, it is perfectly clear that in the
general view of the religious community con-
version is supposed to be effected by the
direct gift of the Holy Spirit to the sinner.
It is for this he is taught to pray and labor ;
it is by this he obtains a hope of salvation.
The emotions or feelings which he experiences
are taken as the evidences of a true faith, of a
change of heart, of the remission of sins, of
justification and of sanctification through
Christ Jesus, whose blood is supposed to be
mysteriously applied to the heart and con-
science in this instantaneous work ca'led
conversion or regeneration. It is upon this,
accordingly, that the individual evermore
thereafter rests his hope of acceptance. It
constitutes his entire religious experience; to
it he recurs in moments of despondency for
consolation and support ; the work of the
Spirit is with him in after time not a present
reality, but a memory of the past, and con-
version is conceived to be both the beginning
and ending of that renovation which the
Spirit accomplishes: such is the view com-
monly entertained. There is no dispute, let
it be understood, as to ths fact that the Holy
Spirit secures faith to the sinner and gives
him repentance, and leads him to confess and
obey Christ. The point is, that modern
theology attributes all this and more to the
immadiate presence of the Spiritin the sinner, to
an actual and direct impartation of the Spirit
to enter into and purify the heart by a special
and mysterious power. The gist of the
modern view is that this is accomplished by
the personal agency of the Spirit, which is
conceived to be essential and the only thing
essential, as is clearly shown in this, that the
Word of God is not deemed necessary, but it -
is supposed that this may be produced with-
out the Word, which in no case is considered
as more than a mere instrumentality requiring
an infusion of spiritual power, and as being
in default of this inert and inefficacious. It
is thus a mysterious operation, internal, inde-
pendent, direct and overwhelming—a spiritual
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until this very day at the reading of the
old Covenant, the same veil reu}umcth' un-
lifted : which veil is done away 1n Ch‘f“t,',__
You will observe that the little word veil
occurs twice in the verse, bat in the s_econd
time it is in italics; this means that, In the
original, there is an ellipsis or deficiency,
which the revisors, following the error of the
translators, conceived had to be filled by
the word “veil.””  This is a mistake that
involves far-reaching consequences. ’Take,
for instance, Conybeare and Howgon 5 _ad-
mirable translation. “But their minds
were blinded; yea to this day, when they
read in their synagogues the ancient cove-
nant, the same veil rests thereon, mor can
they see beyond it that the law is done away
in Christ.”” And Wilson renders it, “But
their minds wers obtuse; for to this day,
the same veil remains over the reading of
the old covenant, not discovering that it is
taken away by Christ.”” That is, “not dis-
covering that the old covenant is taken away
by Christ.”  This places the matter, to the
entire satisfaction of every candid reader, ab-
solutely beyond the pale of controversy. The
whole of the old covenant, including “the
tables of stone,”” was “done away by Christ.”

Let us now look for a little at the teaching
of the Apostle to the Galatian Christians
(chapter 3rd). The apostle found to his as-
tonishment and indignation that “his con-
verts there, whom he seems to have regarded
with peculiar affection, and whose love and
zeal for himself had formerly been so conspi-
cuous, were rapidly forsaking his teaching,
and falling an easy prey to the arts of Juda-
ising missionaries from Palestine.””  This
from Conybeare and Howson; and alas! how
“history repeats itself.” How often in re-
cent years we have been filled with amaze-
ment at the ease, apparently, with which
seemingly intelligent men—but especially
women—have fallen victims to the unscrip-
tural arguments of the modern followers of
these early heretics! In showing the Gala-
tians the folly of going back from the gospel
of Christ to the law of Moses, the apostle
makes some strong points. Take the fol-
lowing :—

(1) He shows the gospel older than the
law (verse 8).

(2) That is was “confirmed’’ 430 years be-
fore the law was given (verse 17).  This
total is made up as follows:—Abraham was
100 years when Isamc was born, 25 years
after the promise.  (Compare Gen. 12: 3
4 with 17: 17). Isaac was 60 years old when
Jacob was born (Gen. 25; 26). Jacob was
130 years when he went down into Egypt
(Gen. 47: 28), and the sojourn there lasted
according to Usher's chronology, 215 yeargf
gg.ch gives us 25 +60 + 130 + 215 =
. (3) That the law was a mers
m(zl;e 'Ir}li:ino schome (verse 19).

t is 3 G

essions,”’ andW::augl :e:mtec:l;;e‘oi]trn_m-

?\:’erscs 13, 19). Z o
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parenthesis

(5) Its object was to answer a certai
pose w:tzz the Jews alone, and for ali?mli):e:i
period, Till the seed should come to whom
t ?el)"ﬁnm was made’’ (verse 19),
Was a mere “slave’”’ to lead
52?1'13 to Christ (verses 24, 25). The :mh:xl'ii?
already quoted say that “The inadequate
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V. has led to a mis-
5 They say
led the children to

rely

3 is removes the LhO’l’lght‘ ‘entlr('a y
SchOOLI w bﬂlnlz ; «“schoolmaster " or butct);l . g
4 i;lllle al'n chapter 4th the apostle states tha
h ¥ esn iy erplexed” about the’m, becau;g 21e>y
"Se‘:i(;ed }zo be under the law’’ (verses 20, 21).

)
; ver agaln.
. be in bondage © 4
Y deirs &0 and months and seasons

days
"Yde 01:151'?? "}i am afraid of you”‘(verse,;
o 1), en were the progenitors o

bigijpe lhese 12 and the warning

our moderr Sabbafg;l;’m:; when the apostle

is as a,pplicable to“With freedom did Christ

pennect p1e e fast therefore, and be not

free; stand 3
222&1:121:3 a’gain in a yoke of bondage (chap-

ter 5. 1).

West Australian Letter
D. A. Ewers

Percy Davey has spent ten days in this
State and returns to the Eastern States on
the mailboat to-day. We only knew of his
coming a week before his arrival, and so
could not arrange his meetings as we shoqld
have liked, but we did our best to keep him
from rusting. Arriving on the evening of
June 26 at Fremantle, we just had time to
rush him on the train to reach Perth for the
welcome meeting, where, of course, he had to
be the chief speaker. On the next day, Tues-
day, he addressed a meeting of ladies in the
Subiaco chapel in the afternoon, and lectured
at Fremantle at night. On Wednesday we
packed him off to Kalgoorlie, but on the way
he lectured that evening at Northam. Trav-
elling all night he arrived at Kalgoorlie on
Thursday morning, lectured at Boulder in
the evening, and next night at Kalgoorlie.
Leaving the same night by train, he reached
Perth on Saturday evening, where he again
lectured to a full house. Sunday mornirg
was spent at Sul iaco, afternoon at Freman:Je,
and evening at Perth. On Monday after-
noon he met the members of the Council of
Churches at afternoon tea at Bro Illing-
worth's, lectured at Subiaco in the ;avening
and spent the night in the train goin tg 3
Bunbury. There he had an afternoon rr;geeto
1ng and leclured at night, returning to P tl;
on Wednesday (yesterday). Hisg f; erl
kjc:t“re( }vivashdezjivered last night at Fre;r:::fel

ogether he delivered 15 lectures and ad.
dresses, and travelleq over 100 Ty
b ) : " les, spend-
ing 3 nights in trains, His falle 1", PE"
much e%joyed andnie hH;: tlf;lés e bee_n
ences, e Press gave us good S At
opgtog tbt:l Papers published an inté:&f;rvtvs, ?;’.d
visit has done y . His
help in developinsgatlll]eglgod and been a great
Himiait: oreign Mission sep.-

And now :
i t;hapfrei.Mt.h Sund?.y IS past, we

e claims of Home

Missions, W :
the funds, Eu:’:iari‘t3 C?ﬂs;derab].y behind with

1S becomin i
problem how e are to keep the %vc:'k s;;li(:és
[ to reduce our staff of v '
and yet if there jg Dot a speedy imopfrz\?errl;ers’
e to be e

.
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come in. If the income is n

to meet the expenditure, theOt
must not be blamed for reducips M Mitte,
penditure to meet the income f}g the o'
the Home Missicn collectorg t beho\.es
individual member to strajp ks and g, ty
the present juncture to meet tehry Nerye 5
need. ) & Pressing

I am not sure if I have mentione
now have a Chinese Mission Class
F.M. Committee. The leaders i, Utfl; er the
are F. B. Eaton and ]. Campbe”e
originator was Miss Lacey, of Brabis
had been a worker in the Melbourne 40, wh
She found some of the pupils from, MeTb
in Perth, and, being an enthusiast, g},
ceeded in arousing such an interest’ 5 € syg.
as led to the formation of the mission otherg
Chinese are an appreciative people é;nd
when Sister Lacey returned tq 'Vict 0,
recently, they made her a valuable preSOrla
Owing to want of accommodation iy znt.
church premises, the mission is held iy t;,"
Temperance Hall on Tuesday and Thursdae
nights and Sunday afternoons. There a){
pears to be no lack of pupils, but molr)e
teachers are needed to make the work g
successful as is desirable.

The steamers from the East continge to
bring crowds of passengers, many of whon
come to select land. These will doubtless do
well, but many of those who come in search
of employment are doomed to be disappointed.
I should advise no one to come here for work.
The labor market is overstocked and there
are hundreds out of employment. No doubt
the outlook will brighten belore long, but
just at present trade is generally dull. There
is a good deal of building and other work
going on, but there are more men in every
department than are required. In the mean-
time the population continues to grow, and
now exceeds a quarter of a million in the
State. Western Australia is destined to be
one of the most populous States of the Com:
monwealth, but there is a possibility of tem-
porarily overgrowing its strength.

General Booth arrived in the same steamer
as Bro. Davey and received an enthusxastwf
welcome. The vigor of the old gentlemaﬂ]g_
76 is astonishing. He travelled to the gge
fields and everywhere addressed Cfotvw
audiences with his old-time fire. W}:ia an
we may think of some of his methc Sne g
doctrines, he must be recognised as O 5
the forces that make for righteousﬂesfl»Ccess
we can all rejoice in the measure 0 sfallen.
attending his efforts to raise up €
On Sunday last the largest theatr® ',
2500, was packed at three Se_r‘ilcncé'
crowds were unable to gain admit ?1 p
is to be regretted that a charge O
made for admission, except 1D Kets
those who had complimentary 1K™
told this is distinctly illegal. g
community has fought against 3t 5 the
admission” to entertainments, €% catjon
Lord’s day, and now a religious Orge™ violate
takes advantage of its popularity th05‘;

jon

lnCl’eaSe d

OlUrng

wes
g of

0

of
the law, and to weaken the anlgiisatl os
who are fighting against the Secudeath of I;‘n
the Sunday| I wonder how ti ArmY o,
General will affect the Salvatiol may emts
the natural course of events tl;;z will be hlly
pected before many years. Wi = geueﬁ‘]
successor 7 and will the soldi®

~—
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transfer their allegiance to the new despot?
Even during his lifetime there have been
serious defections from the ranks, one of the
most important being a seceding party in
America led by one of the General's sons. If
this is so now, what will be the result when
the powerful organising ability and wonderful
magnetic personality of the present leader
are no longer felt? It remains to be seen
whether the army will split up into a number
of warring sects, or whether the General's
mantle will fall upon a successor competent
to maintain and extend the present organisa-
tion. However, I hope the life of General
Booth will yet be spared for many years of
useful service.

« Bethany,” Palmerston-st., Perth, July 6.

The Greatest Book
wo.cameron. 10 the World,

II.—ITS INFLUENCE.

Measured by its influence, the Bible is
without doubt the greatest of books. Apart
from its moral and spiritual influence, it is
the most potent civilising force in the litera-
ture of the world. No other book—possibly
all other books combined have not done so
much for the enlightenment and uplifting of
humanity. The most enlightened govern-
ments, the best and most beneficial legisla-
tion, all efforts for the betterment of the
conditions of human life generally, and the
many institutions and schemes having for
their objective the alleviation of suffering and
distress, owe their very origin largely to
the Bible and its influence in the world.

Then, too, the influence of the book is
wonderfully demonstrated in the fact that for
centuries past, year in and year out, week by
week, countless multitudes of men, women,
and children have been assembling, mainly
for the purpose of listening to discourses
upon and being instructed in the teaching of
this wonderful book. This is an unique fact.
It cannot be said of any other book, and it is
a hard nut for unbelievers to crack. If the
Bible is not divine, whence its marvellous
influence? I remember once seeing it
seriously suggested in one of our daily papers
that preachers should lay aside the Bible,and
instead of preaching from its teachings give
their congregations discourses upon the works
of Shakespeare, Milton and other great
English authors, the author of the suggestion
expressing the opinion that much larger and
more interesting congregations would be the
result. I venture to say that any preacher
Who tried the experiment would be doomed
to disappointment. Y

It is a well known fact that Shakespearian
plays when staged upon the boards of modern
theatres almost invariably involve financial
-0ss on those who engage in the business, and
if Shakespeare's plays, with all the aids of
Superb acting, of beautiful scenery and the
Other_accessories of the theatre, do not draw
sufficient crowds to pay for their representa-
tion, how would a preacher get along who
sought to hold his congregation by delivering
ectures and addresses on the works of Shakes-

Peare? I venture to say that his audiences
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would i
Do Vf{r)’ soon dwindle to the vanishing

) et the Bible and preaching from th
}113;31?::3 m?mtam their hold upon the %ninds ans
£ S of ‘men, and there are more people
gathering together to-day to listen to its
tea};hmghthan ever before.
out the greatest evidence of th g
ful influence of the Bible is in the fn:)‘;gxlliiii
spl‘;xtgal changes that it effects in the hearts
and lives of men. «The gospel,” which is
the very kernel of the book, ¢“is the power
of God unto salvation to all who believe.”
An<'i 1t saves them from sin, by changing
their hearts and destroying the love of it, and
o we see the wonderful “miracles of grace,”
in multitudes of cases of conversion, and
these changes are the result of the teaching
of the Bible, received into the heart and re-
duced into practice in the life.

East Suburban Co-operation.

First Annual Conference was held in the
Cliff-st. chapel, South Yarra, July 3rd to 7th.
Attendances were most encouraging, and a
heartiness characterised the meetings.

On Monday night there was a Young
People’s meeting. Responses were given by
nine societies. J. Salisbury opened the dis-
cussion on ‘ Retaining our Young People,”
showing thatworking meant life, gavestrength,
and prevented grumbling. Young people
were retained by service. F. M. Ludbrook
spoke on “ Opportunities for Service,” poirit-
ing out that all had opportunities—none were
without “one talent.” Opportunity meant
not waiting for great things, but serving in
little things. The subject was also spoken
to by Francis Clarey, J. W. Marrows, P. J.
Pond, and Alex. Clarey. The St. Kilda
choir rendered the singing under Bro. Perkin’s
leadership.

On the second night's meeting *New
Centres” was the subject. F. W. Clarey
spoke on the excellent work already accom-
plished by the Co-operation, and T. K. Morris
dealt with * Future Work.” The South
Yarra choir provided the singing.

On Wednesday afternoon the East Sur-
burban sisters met in conference, and at 8 the
general business session opened. The church
at Blackburn, represented by Bro. Piercey,
was warmly welcomed into the Co-operation,
the other churches being Brighton, Haw-
thorn, Malvern, Murrumbeena, Nth. Rich-
mond, Sth. Richmond, St. .Kllda, and Sth.
Yarra, Executive report, given by F. W.
Clarey, showed a number of churches had
been helped by supply of speaking and
presiding brethren, and £19/2/6 had been
raised towards cost of tent. On the sugges-
tion of H. G. Payne, promises were called
for to wipe off the balance, and the totgl was
brought up to £22 promised. A motion by
T. R. Morris that a levy of one penny per
member be paid monthly to§var_ds maintaining
combined assistance 1n singing, visitation,
literature, etc., for six months to each church
after its mission, was negatived as unattain-
able. Election resulted as foll_ows :—Presi-
dent, P. J. Pond; vice-prcs_xdent, D. A.
Lewis; secretary, L. S. Blair, senr.; asslL.
secretary, T. J. Collins, and treasurer, E. '\\ 5
Clarey. The singing was by the Nth. Rich-
mond choir.

On Thursday night “Church Govern-
ment " was the theme, and very keen interest
was manifested. Hawthorn choir rendered
several anthems. P. ]J. Pond’s address on
the subject was followed by earnest discus-
sion in which the following took part:—F.
Collins (Tasmania), F. M. Ludbrook, J.
Salisbury, L. S. Blair, senr., D. A. Lewis,
F. W. Clarey, and R. C. Edwards.

The last night was devoted to Temperance.
The singers were from Brighton. Responses
and reports were received from the temper-
ance societies of the group, after which J.
Greenhill delivered a practical address. The
following also spoke:—E. J. Waters, F. M.
Ludbrook, T. R. Morris, Alex. Clarey, and
Sisters Mrs. Kenner, Mrs. Sievewright, and
Mrs. Driscoll. P. ]. Ponp.

To Northern Queensland.

The Agricultural Conference of Queens-
land, presided over by the Minister for Agri-
culture (Bro. Denham), was held at Cairns
this year, and afforded me an opportunity as
a representative to see some of our vast and
fertile territory, and the fact is more deeply
impressed on me than before that unless a
new departure is made it will be a long time
before primitive Christianity will make
itself felt even in the important towns and
cities of our land. Cairns is goo miles from
Brisbane, Cooktown 1050, and Thursday
Island over 1500. I was the guest of Bro.
Cooper at Cairns. The brethren have ceased
to meet there owing to removals and unfaith-
ful life of some who aspired to lead. There
is a good opening there. I was pleased to
hear of a young brother from South Australia
with the gift of public speech settling there,
so I am looking for a rally.

On our return home I called at Towns-
ville, 870 miles north-west from Brisbane, at
one time looked upon as the coming capital
of North Queensland. At one time a few
brethren met here, but are scattered now. I
went from there by rail'zbout 8o miles to
Charters Towers, and stayed about a week,
visiting nearly all the brethren and preaching
every night. The church there has had its
ups and downs, and became at one time noted
through its fight with a wealthy mining com-
pany, and won a battle for the benefit of all
churches in mining towns in Queensland, but
it cost them dear. Had it not been for the
faithful perseverance of one brother and six
or seven sisters, the cause there might be
numbered with the dead. At present the
outlook is hopeful; over 4o broke the loaf the
morning I was there, and in the evening the
place was packed, with some on the platform.
The meetings during the week were good.
On Saturday night 1 lectured on the reforma-
tion and restoration of the 1gth century, and
a social cup of tea followed. I found the
brethren a warm hearted lot, and if thpy could
get the right kind of man to work with them
they might yet become a power for good in
the North. I regretted my stay was so short.
I intended to call in at Mackay, 625 miles
from Brisbane, where a few disciples meet
who are anxious for a helping hand, but I had
to desist as 1 was overdue at home.

Carr M. F. Fiscngr.
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Stand ye in the ways, and sec, and ask for the old
paths.—Jeremiali 6 : 16
ol

A Militant, Protestantism.

In the early part of the present month the
Loyal Orange Institution held its annual
celebrations in every part of the Protestant
world. In Australasia these celebrations
were numerously attended, and the greatest
enthusiasm was displayed at all of the meet-
ings. According to the statement of the
Grand Master, Orangemen now represent
3,000,000 in their aggregate membership, and
their numbers are constantly increasing. It
is impossible to read the accounts of the
meetings held under Orange auspices without
asking the question, *“Has such an institution
any right to exist " In answering this ques-
tion, we do not profess to hold a brief on
behalf of Orangeism as an institution, but
rather to eoter into an enquiry as to whether
the principles and aims which it represents
are justified under existing circumstances.
Briefly stated, Orangeism is an organisation
brought into existence for the defence of Pro-
testantism against the encroachments of
Roman Catholicism. Emblazoned upon its
banner is the motto, ““ In defence of throne,
home, liberty and Empire.” Whatever our
views may be in regard to the Society itself,
It is quite certain that its main principles are
such as to commend themselves to every true
Protestant. It may be deprecated, as it is
by some, that the propaganda of such an
Institution is provocative of sectarian strife
and bitterness, To a certain extent this is
true. In the nature of things, the work it is
called upon to do is not conducive to peace or
the promotion of harmony. It would frankly
confess that as things are it has no desire for
peace. \\'gxr, constant war, must be the con-
dition of things before peace can be secured
on honorable terms. Probably, the chief
value of the Orange institution is that it
te:ps. the .Prolesta:nt world awake. In the
i d Cl;: which we live the aggressiveness of

¢ Lhurch of Rome is not so evident as |
other places where its power is greater, C 5
sequently, we are apt to : beetl
iy Pt to forget that Roman-
g m: l(,m the alert, and that its under-
gpen . Ial ods are more dangerous than jg
tlare,  Orangeism, therefore, has this

i constantly before us the
ohj l::?:pjf the Romish Chu'ch. It
t us to forget that Romish pre-
t changed, though her power
s; and that to regain this
bject she constantly keeps

merit, that 1t
aims and objec
does not permi
tensions have no
to enforce them ha
power is the one 0

bcﬁrfhl;eﬁomish Church, like ot_her religious
bodies, was content with aiming to be a

iritual force only, it wou S
jgéﬂ;;ilhe attitude)of Protestant soclletles 1112
their hostility to her. But masmuch as s ;
undisguisedly aims to secure secular as w]ed
as spiritual supremacy over all the world,
the most strenuous opposition to her 15:.
abundantly justified. As the Messenger says :
«No matter how earnestly we desire to
secure peace and good will, and no matter
how clamant the claims for union, and the
fact that there is work to be done requiring
all the energy and power we could umtqdly

- put into it, there is that between Romanism
and Protestantism constitutionally which can
never be reconciled, and each must, as 1t
were, fight for its very existence. Aggression,
on the one hand, must be met by repression
on the other, and if Protestants elect to rest
for a little upon their privileges they will
speedily find they have been occupying a
fool’s paradise, and discover how far encroach-
ments can be made in a very short time.”
Between the two bodies it is a state of war,
and must remain so until the Church of
Rome consents to abandon her absurd pre-
tensions. As a contemporary says: Till
Roman Catholicism ceases to urge her false
and ridiculous claim of civil and religious
supremacy it will be the imperative duty of
Protestantism to stand upon the defensive.
The reason that the Papacy does not to-day
use the grim instruments of half a thousand
years ago is to be found in the fact that
Protestantism will not allow her to do so.
When Cardinal Manning left the Church of
England and entered the pale of Rome, he
took that impious oath which declares
‘Rebels and schismatics against my Lord
the Pop? '\,vxll I do my best to persecute and
humble. ; R_ome has declared war against
Protestantism in every shape and form, and
has no scruples about the methods she
?ﬁl:tyi?{abitny%m% that will bring success
astic recently 'dp' ognnept Roman Ecglest:
y said: “It is a time of war
remember, and the enemy is Protestantism
1o every form, high or low State Church
D}ssenting." And again: “We are ¢ ?r
win England back to Rome.” But altl?e 1(1)
a state of war exists, Protestant; e
tremely tolerant, Ip i)oint of (i i g
fhasds numbers it has
e ?h antage—an advantage it does not use
€ oppression of anyone, The Roman
‘me Ef:-:?-dom and privileges
State is open to him lty e
Roman Catholics fil] 5 googry o ouS that
Positions in the Ciyil S 3'9 Yy number of
monwealth. If (i ervice of tl_lc:. Com-
the two bodies were nu'm erical positions of
true of Prolestants ?re\Aersed, would this be
served: «\Ve e i S a writer has gp.
more than tolerant tow:l‘_'é‘:lRPeople, 1'cind are
as free scope here, She hae her own sch £l

and is within her
Lo self
other institution s alloz:;}a}‘: b‘:,'ffo herself, as 1o

em
enace of Romap Catholicism to Pro.
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testantism is, that it is not ]
same priviliges that are exct?;?e‘g With th,
religious organisations, but Wants mto her
constant grievance is that it is ot r':ore. Its
as the supreme r_e]lglous power to ‘C;)gmsed
temporal authorities are in subie ;’.“Ch all
was this attitude of the Romish Chju: lg)n. _
brought about its recent disestablisﬁ Which
France. Says the British Weekly ,\‘flnagt in
tablishment in France has beey bDlses-
about by the interference of the Ig%ght
Catholic Church with civi] and rl.or_nan
liberty. More and more men are dr? 1gioug
the conclusion that liberty is forejop \t’en to
genius of the Roman "Catholjc Cho the
Everywhere that church hates libert S
bides her time to destroy it.” As M. ,\y[’]a;l“]d
France says: “The church claims‘libeoe
when she can gain anything by jt. shen'y
against it when it hampers her, Sh'e Clainis
liberty in those countries where she is jp ths
minority because she wishes to be on thz
same footing with other Christian churcheg
and given scope to grow. Whenever she j
in the majority liberty of conscience is im.
mediately assailed. The church is satisfieq
with nothing but supremacy.” Consider for
a moment what disestablishment in France
means. A little over a century ago France
was more Roman Catholic than Italy itself,
In it were 130,000 ecclesiastics who possessed
among themselves one-third of the entire
fortune of the country. Their total yearly
revenue was, estimated at present values,
four hundred million francs. The material
power of the church was at its highest just
before the revolution. After that event, its
immense power was very much crippled.
But as the church learns nothing from history,
it continued the same policy as before. In-
deed, as the historian puts it, “The connec-
tion of church and state became more and
more difficult and dangerous. Temporaland
spiritual matters were constantly bem%
mingled, and could not be exactly defined.
It is not surprising, therefore, that France
decided that henceforth church and state
should not be united in unholy wedlock.
By this act the country saves an annua
expenditure of fifty million francs, and clears
the political atmosphere of a vast amount 0
ecclesiastical intrigue. .

The fall of the Romish Church in FranC?
is one of the noteworthy events of the twelrle
tieth century. Its disestablishment 1S m(;)'s-
remarkable when it is remembered that i 111_
establishment in France means dlsesmbhl:ﬁc
ment in a country where the Roman Ci; i
Church is supreme. «If,” says the rd o
Weekly, “ Nonconformity were rep.reﬁ'-e“ht"‘r b
England by the Primitive Methodist CBUZ
the representation would be much more en o
tual in all ways than the representah: g
Protestantism in France.” Surely, Y%
tainly, the power of Rome is being d
of distinctly Roman Catholic ¢
Where is it sending its crippled forces B

: renew

they may gather strength and .
battle under different auspices an¢ )é;hurch
ent methods? Where is the ROm'S}i nds, of
to find a home? In Protestant amouas-
course. Already, in Great Bntaln,e 1ti-
teries, nunneries and church orders ﬂ‘: reat
Plying- The Romish invasloﬂ1 ng pefor®
Britain has begun. It will not be % enden”
the invasion will extend to he dep
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cies of the Empire. In view of these things,
what safeguards can Protestantism erect to
cave itself frox:n harm-and preserve its liberty ?
First of all, it may do so by insisting on
maintaining the absolute separation of church
and state. .be(‘:ondly, by insisting that all
Romish institutions shall exist under the same
conditions as Protestant institutions, and
shall not be free from any regulations pre-
scribed by Jaw. And in the third p'ace that
Protestants shall do all in their power to pro-
mote the spread of knowledge, more particu-
Jarly in the wider distribution of God's Word,
which contains  the truth” by which men
are made free. But whatever they do, let
the Protestant churches beware of using
those weapons for the furtherance of its cause
which have in the long run proved to be
destructive of Romish power.

F_ rom the F ielﬂh

The field is the world.—Matt. 13 ;: 38
‘0

New Zealand

PauiaTua.—Miss K. Stewart, of Wellington, passed
through from a business trip up the West Coast. She
tells of isolated members in several of these rapidly
growing and flourishing towns where the brotherhood
ought to go up at once and possess the land. We
were also cheered by the presence of R. A. Wright,
who spoke three times last Lord's day. He is the
organiser for the Bible Schools Referendum League,
and spoke in the theatre the following pight. Heis
meeting with considerable opposition in certain parts.
We have lost by removal Bro. and Sister Burson and
Bro. Selby, their son, who have gone to Masterton.
They united with the church at the time of Bro.Watt's
mission. We hope that with Bro. Dennison, formerly
of Wellington, they will be instrumental in forming a
church in that very promising field. We have also
lost by removal Sister Barnard and family, who have
gone to Petone.

July 7.

MaTAURA.—Bro. Gordon, who is leaving for
America, delivered his farewell sermon on June 18
toa splendid audience, at the conclusion of which 2
made the good confession; and at our Thursday
evening prayer meeting, at which Bro. Gordon gave
a short address, 3 young lads confessed their faith in
Christ, and these 5 were immersed the same night
and received into fellowship on Lord's day morning.
Since Bro Gordon came to New Zealand some 8
months ago, he has conducted a fortnight's mission in
the following places: South Dunedin, Mornington
and Gore, and his labors in Mataura, which resulted
in 24 confessions and 2 restorations. This by no
means states all the good that has been done other-
wise. The church is sorry to part with our brother
50 s00n, yet the above figures show that it was worth
our while bringing him to this land of ours. We re-

joice to say that we have secured another evangelist
—T. J. Bull, from Wellington—to carry on the good
work, and we pray that the time of reaping will con-
tinve, I am sorry to say that our superintendent of
the Lord's day School, Bro. Anderson, is leaving with
his family for the North Island. Bro. Anderson has
taken an active part in church work for a number of
years, The church held a soclal on June 23 to bid
farewell to Bro, Gordon and Bro. Anderson and
family, and also to welcome Bro. Bull, The chapel

. G. ManrroLD.
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was packed full, and all seeme

a varied programme, Refreshments were provided
and banded round by the sisters. We are grateful 1o
‘the Gore brethren who so kindly assisted us in mak-
ing the social a success, Bro. Bull spoke to the
cl;urch'in the morning of the 25th, and preached the
gospel in the cvening. Our chapel was well filled on
\‘chncsday, June 28th, when G A. C. Gordon and
Sister Alice Properjohn, of Bunbury, W.A., were
un_ilcd in the holy bonds of matrimony, T. J. Bull
officiating. The bridegroon was supported by John
Te&ylor as best man, while the bride was attended by
Miss Belle Pryde. John Galt gave the bride away.
Mr. and Mrs. Gordon left by the afternoon express
for Gore, where Bro. Gordon is laboring for a few
weeks before departing for America.
July 1.

d to enjoy the items of

W. TavLOR.

0.

Victoria

SouTH YARRA —Bro. Waters has been engaged for
a further period. We are busy preparing for our
forthcoming anniversary, to be held August 6 and 9.
A very good programme is being arravged. F. Collins,
from Hobart, addressed a good meeting this evening.
At the close the young woman who came forward last
Lord's day was immersed.

]uly 16. T. M.

EAsT SuBurBAN Co oPERATION.—The Sisters' Con-
ference was held July 5, at Cliff-street, South Yarra.
Devotional meeting at 2.30. Business meeting at 3.
The meeting was well represented by the delegates
and members of the various churches in the group.
The reports of work done during the year were very
encouraging. Although our Union is but a year old,
it promises to be of great benefit to all. We are
assured that the Lord is with us, and blessing us in
our work. The election of the Executive then took
place. President, Sister Pond ; Vice-president, Sister
Sievewright; Secretary, Sister Kenner; Treasurer,
Sister Munro. During the afternoon, an essay was
read on the * New Year " by Sister T. M. Davis. We
were also favored with solos by Sisters Murcell and
Barnet. SisTER KENNER.

NEWMARKET.—A conversazione was held in the
chapel on July 12, to bid God-speed to Bro. and Sister
F. W. Greenwood, and also to welcome into our
midst Bro. Stevens, who has accepted an engagement
to take up the work at Newmarket. Bro. Gillham
expressed sincere sorrow at losing the valuable
services of Bro. Greenwood. Bro. Alford said that as
superintendent of the Sunday School he was sincer'ely
sorry to realise that Bro. Greenwood was now going
from them; but in losing Bro. Greenwood they had
gained a good substitute in Bro. Stevens. On behalf
of the Bible Class and teachers he had muc}l pleasure
in asking Bro. Greenwood to accept a pair of gold
cuff links, with their love and esteem. Bro. Green-
wood said he felt very sorry in saying good.-bye to th.e
church at Newmarket. At the beginnmg of his
labors Bro. Alford had promised him his hearty
and he was glad to say that he bad
kept his word. His associations with t!:e officers of
the church bad been of the fnosl cordial character.
Speaking of his work, be said he had found New-
market a hard field, generally. He had much plea'snxe
in accepting their token of love and esteem, Sister
McNab, on behalf of the Dorcns. Class, presented
Sister Greenwood with a beautiful hand-painted
cushion. Sister Greenwood suitably responded. Bro.
Bardwell, from Hawthorn, thanked the church.for
their kind invitation to him to be present that evening.
He would urge upon all memb‘ers to rally around
Bro. Stevens, and do all in their power to help the

co-operation,

church along. Bro. Gillham on behalf of the church,
Bro. Hatty on behalf of the Christian Endeavor, and
Sister Lily Alford on behalf of the choir, spoke a few
words of farewell, Bro. Stevens said he appreciated
very much the invitation he had received to take up
the work that Bro. Greenwood was about to lay
down. He wou'd not make any promises of what he
intended to do, but was content (o leave the issue in
the hands of the Master, After refreshments had
been partaken of, a profitable meeting was brought to
a close by singing **God Be With You," and pro-
nouncing the Benediction. GEORGE MURDOCH.

CosGRrROVE. — As arranged, Bro. Allan held a meet-
ing here last Thursday evening, and although the
weather and roads prevented a large gathering, those
who altended spent a very profitable time. The
Shepparton brethren intend holding a social to
formally welcome Bro. Allan on Wednesday the 1gth,
to which we of Cosgrove are invited..

July 15. J.C.S.

Ky~NeToN.—During last month two young girls
confessed Christ and were immersed by Bro. Connor
at Taradale, We have had visits from Bro. Horsell,
of York, S.A., and Bro. Connor, of Castlemaine. Our
meetings are well attended, our weekly Bible reading
being a source of much good.

July x7. W. G. HARMAN.

BARKER'S CREEK. — We enjoyed an address this
morning from Bro. Barnett, of St. Kilda. One con-
fessed to-night, who, with one who previously con-
fessed Christ under Bro. Quick, was baptised.

July 16. W. McCaxcE.

BLACKBURN.—]. Mackenzie commenced a series of
gospel addresses this evening, when we were pleased
to see an increased audience, new faces being among
them. Our meetings for the breaking of bread are
well attended.

July 16. W.R.

SuepparTON.—Already fresh life has been put into
the cause here by E J. Allan's earnest exhortations
and good gospel addresses, and we look forward, as
soon as our building has been renovated, to seeing
many souls won for the kingdom.

July 17.

Kyanram. — Two lately baptised were received
into the church at our morning service to-day. In the
afternoon a party of us drove to St. Germain’s and
held a gospel service, at which ooe married lady
made the good confession, who will be baptised next
Lord's day.

July 16. J. W. ParsrLow.

BayswaTER.—Fine meeting Lord's day morning,
when two were received into fellowship by letters.
Splendid meeting at gospel service

Tuos. CLEMENTS.

FooTSCRAY.—On Wednesday afternoon last the
sisters of the Sewing Class tendered a farewell social
to Mrs. A. R. Main, who has left the district, Mrs.
Main was installed to the secretarial work of the
class from its inception in August last, during which
time she won for herself the golden opinion of those
whom she had as co-workers. After amost enjoyable
repast, in which about twenty-five ladies indulged,
the second part of the programme was opened.
The Misses Lee, and Mesdames Bradley, Barrington
and Burlon, contributed solos and recitations. The
president, Mrs. J. Sharp, expressed her regret, and
that of the class, at losing the services of their first
secretary. Mrs. Burton, who succeeds her, then
presented the guest with a handsome pair of vases.
Mrs. Main thanked the class for their pretty gift, and
regretted having to sever her connection with them,

July 17 E. G. BurTox,
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N. Carrrox.—The work here has bECP Foing aloig
with leaps and bounds under the supervision of A. L.
Gibson. We have been having good attenf]nnccs :'1!
the Sunday evening meetings, and a good mtc.re'st x;
manifested. Since last report two have been joine
to the church by faith and obedience. A young man
from the school was immersed last evening, while
9 others made the good confession.

July 17.

RicuoND (Balmain-st.).—One confession Ia‘st week
—a married man. Splendid audiences conEmue at
gospel meetings. We celebrate the third anniversary

J. M. HUNTER,

of our Y.P.S.C.E. next Sunday and following
Tuesday.
July 17. P.JP.

Ecauca.— Two weeks ago we had the pleasure of
going to Shepparton to give the new evangelist, J. E.
Allan, an introduction to his circuit. The brethren
are trusting great results will follow the advent of the
new preacher. On our visit to Ballendella this week,
William, son of Bro. Heffernon, made confession of
faith in Christ, at the gospel meeting, and was at
once baptised.

July 5. J. W. ParsLow,

MErrouRNE  (Swanston-st.). — Splendid meeting

last Lord's day. In the morning 7 were received into
fellowship, fruits of the special mission. Bro. Har-
ward addressed the church on ** Personal Effort and
Service." Crowded attendance at night, and the
address on “ New Testament Revivals” was worthy
of the occasion. The meetings are keeping up well,
and good interest is maintained. Brmest Pittman
conducts the singing portion very effectively, and the
new hymas are much enjoyed,

July 17. R.L.

West Australia

BuxBURY.—P. A. Davey paid us a flying visit on
Tuesday. A drawing-room reception was held at
Sister Dixon's residence, where friends had a pleasant
time listening to him. In the evening the wind in-
creased to a hurricane and debarred many people
who intended coming. Abont 8o people attended the
lecture, Albany Bell presided. The lecturer spoke
eloguently about the need of evangelising Japan and
the necessity of helping the Foreign Missions,

July 7. L] M

BuNsury.— Record Bospel meeting last night,
Extra teating accommodation bad to be provided,
Great interest manifested, The young man who con-
fessed Christ last Sunday was immersed.

July 10.

L.J. M.

South Australia

WiLLiamsTowy,—QOp July 2, a young man made
the good confession, He was buried with Christ in
baptism the following Thursday evening,

July 14. ERNEST G. WaRrey,

'Hm.mnsn.—’l‘he church has decided to publish 2
brief history of the Past 50 years; it will be illustrated
and sold at Popular prices, 1/- ang 1/6. Orders for
same will be taken by ]. Caudle, C. Worrell and D
Battersby F, Pittman is the editor, and the sonvenin;
The Christian Guild

G.ED,

d two members, huys-
from the Baptist Church, Adelaide,

Norwoon.—We have rece
band and wife, i

our fellowship. Death has removed another of

3 At the gospel service

bers, a young woman.

;)sl;: :li;:( three ;oung wo.mcn from the elder

the School confessed Christ.

uly 10.

{\':.\xrooxv.—-On Thursday, 61'h inst, a :ivcllco:::

soclal was tendered to Bro .and Sister Clydes a‘e, e
occasion being the commencement of his labors in t

West Wimmera Circuit. A very pleasant cvem:g
was spent, followed by supper, 90 brethren a

m;n]ds :eiﬂz G R. K. S.

u .

Noiwoon.—We had splendid meetings )’f‘tcrd’y'
Six who were baptised on Thursday evening were
received into fellowship. At the gospel service last
night two—a man and wife—made the good confes-
sion. We received over £z0 from our appeal for
Foreign Misslons.

July 17. A. C. RANKINE.
HixpyarsH.—This mornipg T. J. Doley gave an
excellent address. Norman Parham was received

into our fellowship by letter. In the evening H. J.
Horsell, of York, preached the Word to a large audi-
ence. The Sunday School are making preparations to
have their building cleaned and renovated. The
treasurer, J. Brooker, stated that he had £13/10/- in
hand for this purpose.

July 16. G.E.D.

GLENELG.—We are having glorious times. Large
congregations are very attentive to the gospel mes-
sage. Last Lord's day one from the Sunday School
made the good confession and was baptised to-night

by Frank Moore, of the Kermode-st. church, N.

Adelaide. After the service three others from the

Sunday School made the good confession before the

largest congregation that we have had since the open-

ing of the chapel five years ago. The church is
greatly cheered, and we thank God very heartly for
his grace bestowed upon our young student preachers.

A. G. Saunders, Fred Saunders and Frank Moore
will be remembered as long as the church in Glenelg
exists. We are indebted to our supply brethren very
much indeed, but to thoss who continue for a little
while the greatest blessing belongs. We had to-day
the largest Sunday School that we have had, This
greater good has been given us since the few brethren
and ‘sislers l..‘lave held a prayer meeting before the
evening service. To God be all the Ppraise,

July 16. Wat. Burrorp,

QUEENSTOWN.—On June 14 the Band of H
. ope
celetfrated its fifth aoniversary by a very successt\’Jl
public tea, und a service of ong entitled ** Bart's
This was ably rendered by a choir of forty-five
; ) by W. J. Pilkington. The
conneclive readings were given by Mrs, Pilkington
l\Irs: Horne presided at the organ, By request lhe'
service of song wag répeated on July 10, Four
Pledges were (aken at the close,
July 12,

class in

A. C RANKRINE.

A. MARQUARDT,

New South Wales

from God, ang 5 great thingg
Sy o nywhere Provided it be fo?a;d_
AW,

PETERSHAM.—On Thursday evening |
was held at the Petersham Tab"—‘macli = a g,
object of celebrating the decision of this c‘;(h the dug)
come self-supporting, and alsq for the U urch be.
new members. John Kingsbury yas presen:’ducliou of
sentalive from Enmore, and delivereq 5 ﬂic“ Tepre.
The chairman, Bro. Ilingworth, explainede Addreg,
posed extensions to the chapel, whiep the pr,

: 5 ; we 3
received. Other items of interest c°mplete:1°t:“mly
e

gramme of a most successfy] meeting, 1y Pro.
confession and 3 baptisms on Wednesday eve:~ hag ,
at prayer the meeting. 1ng lagt
July 17. CIL
Rookwoop, — Last Wednesday night e 0
witnessed the ordinance of believer's baptism angalu
Sunday morning our young Sister Myrtle 'Bmw::

was received into fellowship. We commence g,
cotlage meetings this week, to prepare for the missio;
in September, which will be conducted by A. g
Illingworth, who has very kindly offered hjs Sel’vke;
for a fortnight. We also have a Young Men's Mutug]
Improvement Society meeting every Friday night
and although our numbers are small, we believe that'
these meetings are doing good to the members,
July 17. A, Avrgy,

: Here and There {

Here a little, there a little.——Isaiah 28 : 10
D — ¢ [

If the Subscriber sbould discover a pencil
mark in the above square, he will know that
his Subscription is duye and that our Agent
would be glad of a Settlement.

One confession at Enmore last Sunday night.

T, Hagger commenced a mission in Coolgardie,
W.A., on July 16.

At Prahran, on Sunday evening, a young man made
the good confessiod,

On June 20, W. G, Alcorn visited Mt. Walker, Qu
when there were three baptisms. )

J. J. Franklyn, of Nelson, is at present in Wellmg;
ton, and will preach at Dixon-st. for a couple 0
weeks,

A. Meldrum and F. W. Greenwood spoke at 2
public temperance meeting at Warragul on Monday
night last, ' ld

The Victorian Sisters' Confarence officers will 1160
2 meeting at Newmarket on Wednesday, July 29
at 8 o'clock.

A young woman made the good confession g
Pirie at the close of C. J. Hunt's address on
evening, July g. sniddle

At the close of W. Meekison's address at

at Port

p made
Park on Sunday evening last, one young ma

the good confession,

G. T. Walden will attend the Auslr:’ﬂﬂs
Convention at Hobart in October, and will £ o
conduct a mission there on behalf of the
church,

jan CE

c
by R. F. Weymouth. This book lends B-n:“;/ﬁi
to the reading of the sacred record. Pricé
post, 4l

emain 1

egchlll
We have ' The New Testament in Modern SP harm
by
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W. Hayes, of Dandenong, spent Sunday and Mon-
day with the church at Brighton. On Sunday
evening there were four confessions, and another on
Monday evening.

We have received a letter from E. T, King, Bairns-
dale, in reply to Chas. Walt's articles on the Jewish
Sabbath. But there is too much poetry and not
enough proof in it.

A. J. Saunders is expected to arrive in Melbourne
next Tuesday, and will hold a meetirg in the chapel
at Berwick on Wednesday evening. Bro Saunders is
on his way to America.

We have a few copies of a fine large type Testa-
ment for sale at 4/-, pest free 4/6. Just the thing for
constant reading or to take and leave in the chapel
for regular Lord's day use.

We are glad to notice the good news from North
Carlton, Thisis a fine field, and the church there is
in a position to do good work. Harward and Pittman
begin a mission there on July 30.

We regret to have to announce that Mrs, Smith
senr., so well known as a member of Swanston-street
church, but lately residing in Perth, W.A , died at her
daughter's home in that city yesterday morning.

Splendid meeting Sunday morning at New-
market, Crowded meeting at night. Two reccived
by letter in the morning, one confession and
baptism at night. This was F. W. Greenwood’s fare-
well there,

Acknowledgments for Foreign Mission Sunday
will appear next week. Will church and Foreign
Missionary treasurers kindly send along their amounts
in hand to RoBERT LvaLr, 39 Leveson-street, North
Melbourne.

‘We have been favored with a * souvenir booklet,”
issued in honor of the twenty-first birthday of the
church at York, S.A. It contains 16 pp. in a neat
cover, fitted with illustrations and much information
of an interesting kind.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
Subscriptions and donations thankfully re-
ceived and acknowledged by the Treasurer for

Federal Committee —
RoBERT LyALL.

39 Leveson-st., N. Melb., V.

——

The General Committee of the Sunday School

(l;ir:;on of Victoria will meet in the Christian chapel
¢ room), Lygon-st., on Monday, 31st July, at 8

p.m, All delegate.
—J. Y. Porrs.gHo:.aéic?nmcsny requested foatiend,

T. Hagger writes :—
Sabbath question pro
already published—t
have been wanting

** Bro, Watt’s pamphlet on the
mises—judging from instalments
0 be a splendid production. We
a pamphlet like this. Send me
on 1 doz copis as soon as ready,”

da;Vé!c:;]r:OImaking :;)great effort to i.mprovc our Sun-
it chi]dm,?as::. ! un.Words. Will the parents of
iy are. lmm(: it carefully from month to
: ¢ glad to say too that our circulation is
Increasing, only this week getting orders from Chelten-
ham and Ballarat, Vict., and Buckingham, S.A.

We have received 10/- for W. W. Davey fund from
‘* A Brother,” South Yarra. This leads us to say
that any little help for this aged brother will be thank-
fully received, W. C. Craigie, the treasurer, is paying
Bro Davey 10/- weekly. It is not much, but it is a
great blessing to this aged couple.

R. W. Barr writes from Butler, S. A :—Six persons
met here last Lord’s day to remember Jesus. There
Wwas one visitor present beside these. An invitation
has been sent to Bro. Moysey, of Kadina, which he
has accepted, to come over here and spend a fortnight
among us as soon as we can get a building."

We have just issued the series of articles now
appearing in this paper on *Is the Jewish Sabbath
Binding upon Christians ?” by Chat. Watt, in neat
pamphlet form, containing 52 pp. and a tasty cover.
Full particulars may be found on the back of this
issue. Prices: single copy, 3d; 12 copies, 2/ 24
copies, 3/6; 48 copies, 6/-; 100 copies, 1o/-. The
above prices include postage or other carriage.

On Wednesday, June 14, in the Christian chapel,
Dorcas-st., South Melbourne, a very pretty wedding
took place, when Sister Ada M. Casson was united in
marriage to G. Newman in the presence of a crowded
assembly. The ceremony was conducted by Jas.
Johnston, M.A. The bride was attended by her
sisters, also by the sister of the bridegroom. Chas.
Newman acted as best man. The chapel was taste-
fully decorated by friends of the bride. The happy
couple were recipients of many useful presents,
among them being a silver cruet from the church,
and from the Band of Hope a silver fruit stand.
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"I was very pleased with the book of ‘Austral
Songs' you sent to me Some of the hymns have
fine rousing tunes, while others are sympathetic and
pleading. They are harmonised effectively, and the
words are always very suitable. They skould be
welcomed by any soloist in search of new hymns for
mission work. Wishing your book every success,—
Nervie McCrerrasp (M S.V), Teach:r of Voice
Prcduction, Victerian College of Muzic.”

We have for sale a very beautiful set of 4 oil
paintings of the Tabernacle, a*out 5ft. x 3ft.,
suitable for giving addre:ses from. They are
in a neat box, and we will sell them for £4 the
lot. They were prepared for the purpose of
using in gospel work. They may be seen at the
KRus'ral Office. We are offering these for a
brother who needs the money.

J. Co'bourne writes:—'* Record morning meeting
here in Brisbane since my arrival. Ospe w:s received
by letter from the church at Lismore. We had
several visiting bretaren from country churches.
Our Lord’s day evening congregations are good. We
have bad some few additions lately, and we are
expecting and working for more. Mcre brethren are
reading the AusTRALIAN CHRisTIAN. Three young
men made the confession in addition to those reported
at Zillmere. Mo e are expected.”

Coming Events

Observe the time of their coming.—Jer. 8 :7
—o0
JULY 23.—The Second Term of the Normal Class
commences on Monday, 24'h July, at 8 pm., at the
University High School, opposite Trades’ Hall. All
teachers and Sunday School workers are invited to
attend. Enroll now. Fees payable to Jas. Johnston,
M.A. J- ¥, ‘Boxzs,

FOR SALE.

105 Acres Orchard or Grazing Land. Small de-
posit, balance 12 months. 35 acres all cleared, small
Dwelling, £525. Also 1o Acres.

Tuos. CLEMENTS, Bayswater.

Bayswater. 27} Acres, 14 of Orchard. Nice patch
Oranges and Lemons. Rest in crop and grass.
good Brick Villa, 6 rooms and kitchen, outbuildings
and Stables, on Main Road, 1§ miles Station. A good
home and nice lising. Terms.

Tuos. CLEMENTS, Bayswater.

Marvellous

Cover.

lady Ex
[i}r‘:eyTuIElon in the prod

Improved
Lock stitch

ROBERTSON & MOFFAT,

Bourke Street, Melbourne.

sgmntsforthe. FRISTER & ROSSMANN’'S

SEWING MACHINES.

<e machines are of superior quality, made by experienced skilled mechanics,
;Ir‘thbe finest and most thogougbly equipped Factory, and offered at Cash Prices
that you cannot overlook, if economy is to be considered. Let it be noted that
the Prices quoted are Distinctly for Cash, and attention is directed to the
marked difference between Time Payment and our Cash Prices. Arrangements
made give us the Sole Right of selling these admirable machines in Victoria.
The machines are fitted with silent cam action, which ensures absolutely
quiet, even, perfect stitching. They will sew from the finest muslin to the
stoutest cloth, as well as every conceivable class of Fancy Art Work, Embroidery,
Drawn Thread Work, &c , &c. Have Patent Automatic Winder and Sohq Walqut
Lowest Cash Prices—Hand Machine, £3/ro/- same Z\Iachme’ with
Treadle, £4/15/~; Machine recommended for Family use, with large Walnut

Table and 4 Drawers, £6/6/-.
Duplicate Parts kept in Stock.

o]

A LADY EXPERT GIVES FREE LESSONS.

i h. of this Department, and all Purchasers of Machines are given
g e B S a\:f:;on of neverf conceivable kind of Art Fancy Work, which this
clever Machine is capable of executing.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRIS
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DEAF PEOPLE HEA

Wireless Telephones Inyented by a Kentuckian.
Invisible When Worn, but Act Like Eye-Glasses.

Another Marconi heard from. He makes the deaf
kear.

He has invented little wireless teleghoncs, so soft
in the ears one can't tell they are wearing them.

And no one else can tell either, because they are
out of sight when worn. Wilson's Ear Drums are to
weak hearing what spectacles are to weak sight.

Bezause they are sound magnifiers, just as glasses
are sight magpifiers. . A

They rcst the Ear Nerves by taking the strain off
them—the strain of trying to hear sounds. They
can be put into the ears or taken out, In a minute,
just as comfortably as speciacles can be put on and

And they can be worn for weeks at a time, because
they are ventilated, and so soft in the ear holes, they
are not felt even when the head rests on the pillow.
They also protect any raw 1nner parts of the ear from
wind, or cold dust, or sudden and piercing sounds.

These little telephones make it as easy for a deal
person to hear weak sounds as spectacles makes it
easy to read fine print. And the longer one wears
them the better the hearing grows, because they rest
up and strengthen the ear nerves. To rest a weak
ear from straining is like resting a strained wrist from
working.

Wilson’s Ear Drums rest the Ear Nerves by
making the sounds louder, so it is easy to understand
without trying and straining, They make deaf p2ople
cheerful and comfortable, because such penpfe can
talk with their friends without the [riends having to
shout back at them. They can hear without strain-
ing. It is the straining that puts such a queer,

anxious look on the face of a deaf parson.

Wilson's Ear Drums make all the sound strike
hard on the ceatre of the human car drum, in-tead of
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R WHISPERS

all over the surface. It thus
. r drum vibrate ten
i struck the whole
» ear drum that

ding it weakly
s centre of the human ea
1 as if the same snur;< :
A i
It is this vibralion 0
d to the hearing nerves When we make
ten times as much we make the
loud and ten limes as easy to

sprod
makes the ¢
times as muct
drum head
carries soun
the drum vibrate
sound ten times as
understand.

This is why peop
clock strike can now
where in the room whil

le who bad not ia ycars.heard a
hear that same clock tick any-
o wearing Wilson's Ear Drums.

Deafness, earache, buzzing noises in the head, raw
and runn’ng ears, broken ear drams, and other éar
tronbles are rclieved and cured (even after Ear
Doctors have given up the cases) by the use of these
comfortable little ear-resters and sound magnifiers.

A sensible book. about Deafness, tells how they are
made, and has printed in it letters from people who

are using them. )
C s are themselves wearing

About forty Ear Doctor: v
Wilson's Ear) Drums, or who have made their deaf

relatives and patients wear them to get well.

Clergsmen, Lawyers, Physiciaos, Telegraph Oper-
ators, Trainmen, Workers in Boilor Shops and
Foundries—people of all ranks who were Deaf, tell
their experience in this free book. They tell how
their hearing was brought back to them almost in-
stantly, by the proper use of Wilson's Ear Drums.

Some of these very people may live near you, and
be well known to you. What they have to say is
mighty strong proof.

This Book has been the means of making 326,000
Deaf people hear again. It wiil be mailed free to you
if you merely write a post-card for it to-day. Don’t
put off getting back your hearing. Write now, while
you think of it. Get the free baok of proof. Write
for it to-day to STAR NOVELTY COMPANY, 106
Premier Bld., 229-231 Collins Street, Melbourne.

Obituary

To live is Christ ; to die is gain.—Phil. 1 : 21
MoK

BULLEN,—On May 27, after a brief illness, Bro
Bullen, of the Lakest. church, Perth, was cal]eci
home. He was a young man who came to us from
the Unley church, S.A., about a year ago. His
w.idow is a daughter of Bro. and Si:ter Lee of the
Uudley church and a member of the church here
She is lelt with three little ones to mourn her loss ami
to look forward to a reunion, Much cympathy is felt
with her in her bereavement. ** Bless:d are the dead
which die in the Lord."

Perth, W A, E

TRINNICK. — Again the hand of death has re
moved from our midst one of our members in lhe;
person cf our young Sister Miss Blanche Trinnick
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. J- Trinnick, of the church'
at North Fitzroy, at the early age of 22. Continued
ll. -health necessitating surgical attention, our youn
s!ster. underwent an operaticn in the H :mwnpalhii
Hespital which terminated faally on the 13t Jul
She was laid away in the Melbourne Cemetery on ll:::
3rd July in the presence of a very large assemblage
of !)rethren and friends, who showed in m;n wags
their _s,mpalhy and respect to our Bro. nndysi' ¢
Trinnick in the hour of their sorrow 53

N. Fi
Fitzroy. J. W. Baker.

e GTHE GLORY SONG.
Phon fe‘:lli;l'orrey-Alexander Mission Hymn
Acco;m npimen?;:?czrllgis great song with 0‘: gan
other Sacred Re'cordg Fﬁ' e:,adh posted 2/.,  List of

C. SMITH & CO,, 195 Rnsulbstw«l, Melbourne,

Cure the worst forms of
Indigestion.

Boxes—1/6.
J. MEYERS,

CoNsuLTING CHEMIST
(by Exam.),

9 Eastern Arcade,
Melb.

The Pillar of Salt : A story of Station Life,

BY ROBERT JOHN CLOW.

-Th‘{s boz?k c.ontains a description of the Western
DIS‘HCI..‘{]C., its lakes, and plains, and large estates
the aboriginal account of its volcanoes, and a thrilling.

station experience in which is j
o ich is interwoven
pure religion. et

The Royal Colonial Instifute Journal, London says:
"{ﬁ% aull'l_or has woven his narrative t : h
considerable ability, g
The Register, Adelaide ;

Its moral force should
; ) combine with i
o local coloring 10 Bive it a wide cirt:rtl:lgf lrtesaglrong
e Z’onin. Melbourne Lahor Paper: ot
t bas won the g iati .
appreciation of
Papers, and is well wor(h pe?us;l;e
The fydney Morning Heralg » ;
Lis not so much 5 stor:
phfsmgs on interesting sz'll:isec::s
The stbmu Couriey :
e book i ciex:er as
s well ag
Mg : i MAGARE\‘, SA.; e
Novel in Style-——ne B
: le—-neat 8
do good ; for it will ma:ed:es:.t:?:kcalculnted &
—— .
Obtainable from Kustral Publis

Price, 1/6; post, 1/8,

leading news.

series of philoso-

hlng Co.

Acknowledgmens,

The silver is mine, and the gold is sp;,
Lord of hosts.—-flaggg,";‘f';' Saith g,
——_o\ .
VICTORIAN MISSION FyNp
Church, Bet Bet, per Sister A. Russel] . 75
.. I 1

II\BI. Filzl:O{, per gisler Forbes b
runswick, per Sister A, > L N
. South Yarra, per Sister Cr;zgghead‘ 212 g
Hawthorn, per Sister Judd Ia2gj
Wedderburn =3 2 0 g
South Melbourne * 13 0 g
Daylesford A * L 68T
Shepparton .. * 01 o
Malvern, Conference Fee *5 009
Terang T = * 0o o
Bro. D. McCance, Morea T 010 o
Church, South Richmond, Mite Boxes . . D2 6
Ascot Vale, per Sister Potts, Mite O5HC
Boxes o -
Sister Holdsworth, Mite Box .. o 940
Sister Walker, Mite Box o = 5 Gy )
Sister Stevenson, W.A., s 1 o
Sistcr Enderby s o o g g

£40 17 o

W. C. Craigie, Treas,

259 L. Collins-st,,
Melbourne,

M. McLellan, Sec.,
233 Drummond Street,
Carlton.

OLIVER D. SNOWDEN,

BROADMBADOWS FARM DAIRY,
39 Fergle SBtreet, North Fitzroy,
Pure Milk delivered twice daily in Fitzroy, North Fluroy.
Clifton Hill and Northcote. Post cards promptly attended to,
BAKER & CATERER

E. T. TUCKER g3 S hCRER

Picnics and Tea meetings catered for. Bread delivered

to South Yarra, Armadale, Malvern and St.Kilda. All

goods first quality. Postcards promptly attended to.
(late

GREGG & PATERSON
Gartshore)

SADDLE, HARNESS AND COLLAR
Tel. 2378. MANUFACTURERS.

543 Elizabeth St. (op. Austral Publishing Co),
North Melbourne.

Collars a Speciality. J. PaTERsoN. ].C. Appis.
For concentration,

MEMORY' contents of books,

mental reporting, speaking without notes, history,
names, languages, etc, the system taught by J. H.
Stevens, B.A., 145 Collins-st., has no equal.

Bismark H. Engel, L.D.S.,
SURGEON DENTIST,
Late of Heath and Kernot,
132 HIGH ST., WINDSOR.

Teeth extracted painlessly. Crown and bridge work
and gold fillings a speciality:

The Union Nfg, & Agency Co.

359 and 361 CoLLINS ST., MELBOURNE,
WALl Post to you Without Charge thelr Valuable

ILLUSTRATED GCATALOGUH

2 A
! 100 raezs NOVEL TOYS,
i of the Yery Latest CURIOSITIES,
| NOVELTIES, o G it
"y - o :‘” 'in i .
WATCHES, cannot he procured
GAMES, elsewhere. |
PUZZLES, — |
__GUNS, 1y,ere is Something ‘
i MUSICATL Interesting on Every
INSTRUMENTS, Page.
-
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C N—
Bpecial Offer,—1¢ you mention this paper whe: :‘r'l"l‘{[:"

clever Pozale will be sent with Cata wgie, and yo A
P’i“ by >olving the ;l::flo.w mon'si':n%“' Tﬂi A,')mu:mss.
end &t ouce, an this advertisoment will not appear AKAT:
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“For Christ and the Church”

All correspondence

First-Fruyits.
Topic for August 7.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS AND READINGS.

God’s garden ... -.Gen. 2: 4.9
A fruitful land ... «.Num. 13:26-28; 14:6.8
The Lord’s vineyard «.JsSa. 5: 1-4
Fruit of the Spirit -..Eph. 5: 9.13
Fruit like its tree... -..Matt. 7: 15.20
Offering first-fruits ...Deut. 26: 1-11
Topic—First-fruits for God |Lev. 23: 9-14

(Consecration Meeting.) {Deut. 16: 9-12
What was the Jewish law about offering first-fruits?
How much more have we than the Jew ?
What are some first-fruits we can offer ?

may be found helpful: ““ The first-fruits of

harvest, of the vintage, the threshing-floor,

the wine-press, the oil-press, the first baked
bread of the new crop, and the first flecces of the
flock were required by God to be given for the use
of his ministers, the priests (Ex. 23: 19; Num. 15:
19-21; 18: 11-13). These offerings were brought
to the temple. No particular quantity was desig-
nated, but it is supposed that a sixtieth part of the
whole was the least measure. The manner of
offering the first-fruits is prescribed in Lev. 23:
10-14. A sheaf of the first-ripe barley was brought
on the second day of the passover, and waved by
the priest before the Lord ; and after being threshed
in a court of the temple, a handful of it was cleansed
and roasted, and pounded in a mortar; oil was
mingled with it, and it was then offered to the Lord
in the name and on behalf of the nation, as an
acknowledgment of dependence and gratitude.
Until this was done, the harvest remained un-
touched. Trees were unclean for three years ;—
the fruit of the fourth year was devoted—it was
‘holy to praise the Lord withal’; and in the fifth
Year the owners had full possession (Lev. 19 : 23, 24 ;
Num. 18: 12). The law of first-fruits was of wide
extent. Not only was the sheaf we have referred
to presented to God, but loaves baked of the recent
harvest were offered in gratitude to the God of the
Seasons, who had crowned the year with goodness.
There was also a heave offering of the threshing-
floor. The sheaf seems to have been offered at the
bcginning of the barley-harvest, and the two loaves
at wheat-harvest. These offerings were waved or
heaved by being presented to the different quarters
of the heavens, in token of God’s universal dominion
and providence. The first-fruits are thus emblem-
atical of abundance and excellence (Rom. 8: 23),
and also the carnest or sample of a full harvest at
hand (1 Cor. 15: 20).”

These two things were beautifully and graphically
Set forth in the ceremonies connected with the first-
fruits—the people’s dependence upon God, and their
gratitude to him. The harvest came from him, and
they were ready with a thankful acknowledgment.
“The farmer only expends about five per cent. of
the actual power used in growing his crops. The
rest is the power exerted in the sun and the rain.”
Itis ever God who gives the increase. ‘‘ Oh that
™en would praige the Lord for his goodness and for
his wonderful works to the children of men."”

a CONCISE account of the first-fruits from Eadic

Jor this department should be addyessed to 8 Leslic St

Conducted by A. R Main

y Auburn,

‘Lar,

: gely thou givest, gracious Lord,

-argely thy gifts should be restored.
And thy \\'ordri;c‘CII)TI'tchcri‘)Lf g\\cc?t'

He only who forgets to hoard has learn'd to live.”

The first-fruits represented all. All came from
God ; this first was returned, not as meaning that
that portion was his due, but that he had a just
claim upon all. The heathen were accustomed to
offer part of their food and male a libation of their
drink to their gods in token that these had bestowed
the whole upon them. That is the right view for us
to take as regards our gifts to the Lord. It is not
that he has a claim on a tenth, but that we give a
part to represent all. ** To set apart a definite por-
tion of every shilling or pound that we earn as * the
Lord’s portion ' is an acknowledgment that all we
have comes from him, and that he has the right to
all.”
** We give thee but thine own,

Whate'er the gift may be;
All that we have is thine alone,
A trust, O Lord, from thee.

* May we thy bounties thus
As stewards true receive,
And gladly as thou blessest us,
To thee our first-fruits give.”

What a splendid lesson is contained in Lev.
23: 14: ““And ye shall eat neither bread, nor
parched grain, nor fresh cars, until this selfsame
day, until ye have brought the oblation of your
God.” Put God first ; he refuses to have any other
place. Put him first in your gifts, as the Jews were
here taught to do. The Lord's work should never
be the first to suffer when a lessened expenditure is
imperative. ‘* We must always begin with God;
begin our lives with him, bcg'in every day with him,
begin every meal with him, begin every affair and
business with him ; seek first the kingdom of God.”

Points.

Consecration is not the act of our feelings, but of
our will.—Z°. B. Meyer.

The hardest thing in the grammar of life is to
learn to put ‘“mine '’ and ** thine " in just the right
place.—1W. W. Moore.

One may use for selfish purposes that which has
been dedicated and belongs to God, but in so doing
he robs God. Ye are not your own.—Chapman.

Our life is a trust, not a gift; let us use it accord-
ingly.—Speer.

Con-sccrate means to make wholly sacred. The
gift of the first-fruits means the gift of the entire

harvest. : 4 i

First, it is the duty of consccration; but if it is
persisted in, it speedily becomes the joy of conse-
cration. 1

God wants us to give him something that has cost
us something, the result of our planting and reap-
ing (Lev. 23: 10). ; .

What we give God must be without blemish (Lev.
23: 12), and there is no blemish so great as self-
secking. [ ;

Let our gifts keep pace with our blessings (Deut.
16: 10), and it will do no harm if they even run ahcad
of them.—Tie Endeavorer's Daily Contpanion.
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Sir Hiram’s Confidence.
AND CaLeB CoBwEB Is NoT INCLISED To MAkEe
Fux or His.

Sir Hiram Maxim, the great inventor, was ap-
proached not long ago by a Hindoo juggler, who,
while performing his tricks, asked Sir Hiram to lend
him a watch.

The inventor remembered the famous story of
Robert Houdin, who, performing before the Pope,
pounded to picces in a mortar a valuable watch
that the Pope gave him, rammed the fragments into
a gun, and fired them at a rose-tree. On the tree
the amazed company saw hanging the identical
watch, or what seemed the identical watch. In
reality it was an exact duplicate, which the clever
conjuror had had made, and had hung there before
beginning his trick.

Remembering Houdin, then, Sir Hiram handed
over his watch, which was a costly affair.
smashed, all right; but, alas! the juggler was
unable to restore it. It is still smashed, and no
duplicate watch, from a rose-tree or any other
mystifying source, has come to take its place in the
pocket of the chagrined owner.

One moral is plain: Don’t trust a Hindoo juggler.

But another moral is brought out by experience
and observation: Don’t trust any one that intends
to smash what is precious, and promises to give you

It was

+back something ** just as good.”

Your innocence, for example.
Or your faith.

Or your health,

Or your conscience.

If there is to be any smashing in your neighbor-
hood, let it be a smashing of what is bad and worth-
less, and can stay smashed to the satisfaction of all
concerned.—C.E. World.

Satisfied with a Copy.

While I was riding during the present summer on
a trolley car, at Niagara Falls, an incident occurred
which drew my attention. We had gone through
the mist to the end of the road on the Canadian
side, and had viewed at close range the wonders of
the Horseshoe Falls and were returning. When we
were almost opposite the American Falls, as our
gaze was fixed in rapture and awe upon the scene of
wondrous power and beauty before our vision, a
traveller on the car was overheard saying, ** Here
is where we are now."

Turning slightly around, I saw that he had a
printed picture of the Falls; and this he had spread
out before him, and was looking at it. I said to my
companion beside me, ** Why doesn’t he look at the
original before him instead of a picture of it on
paper?"

Then I thought of the multitude who are satisfied
with nothing but pictures and mottoes of Christ,
when the real Christ in all his living power and
beauty is so near, and will manifest himself to us.
Let us not be satisfied with paper photographs
made by men, when the real is so near. ** He that
loveth me shall be loved of my Father, and I will
love him, and will manifest myself to him."—
Irving W. Ketchun.

Notes and News.

Kyabram Society is still on the up grade. The
membership is now 17, comprising 12 active, 3 asso-
ciate and 2 honorary members—an increase of 5
active and 2 associate since the Socicty was formed
in November last. This is good.

Endeavorers! Look out for great Rally of our
Socicties, to be held Wednesday, 23rd August. Full
announcements soon. The Rally will be in aid of
the Victorian C. E. Union, and will prepare the way
for the coming Victorian Convention, the date of
which has been fixed for Sept. 4-8.—A. L. G.
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Sisters Page

Trust in the Lord aind do good

V.S.C. Execvtive MoTT0, 1905-6:—
* By love serve one another."

0

Be what thou seemest, live thy creed ;
Hold up to carth the torch divine:
Be what thou prayest to be made :

Let the great Master's steps be thine.
—Bonar.

" WHAT WE HAVE TO WATCH.

When alone, we have our thoughts to
watch; in the family our temper; in society
our tengue.

Do everything well—make that the rule
of your life, and live up to it—and you will
find it most conducive to your own happi-
ness, and to the happiness of those with
whom you are brought into contact or com-
munication.

The test of friendship is its fidelity when
every charm of fortune and environment has
been swept away, and the bare, undraped
character alone remains. If love still hold”
steadfast, and the joy of companionship still
survives in such an hour, the fellowship be-

_comes a beautiful prophecy of immortality.

The Victorian Sisters' Executive met on
7th inst, Mrs. Chown presiding. Home
Mission report told of funds largely in arrears.
Two Sisters’ Prayer Meetings held during
the month, viz., Northcote and Middle Park;
good interest. Ten visits have been paid to
the hospitals, 138 books, magazines, and
various papers distributed. Flowers through
the kindness of Sisters Gill and Wilson have
been gratefully received at Melbourne and
Alfred Hospitals. Benevolent Asylum and
Blind Institute were also visited and comforts
given,

Additions from Schools :

N. Carl .
Ascot Vale, 3; Prahran, 1; e

Balmain-st ,1.

]uly 20, 1905
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i ed into the

the meeting merged into t
l and Praise Meeting. The
1 by Mrs McLellan, and

the New by Mrs. Pittman. Quite 30 sisters

1 i rer. A paper on

: part in the chain prayer pape
:ggl"}ijirfe of Carey " was read by Mrs. F. ?I.
Ludbrook. Prayers were offered for the

any sick and bereaved. !
m‘}ll’]l)xemxfext meeting will be held on Friday,

ister Nicols will give
Aug 4th, when Sister Clara I
a Bbib-ie ’reading, and we hope to have an
address on Temperance from Mrs. McLean.

After roll cal
Quarterly Prayer
O.T. lesson was rea

MRS. THURGOOD'S LETTER.

Our well-beloved sisters in Australia:—

Here we are; just home from our Western
Penn. District Convention, held in Washing-
ton, Pa. Such a bappy crowd gathered at
the Union Station, about 114 delegates repre-
senting the churches. It was only an hour
and a half’s journey into the beautlful. coun-
try, and our city eyes were refreshed with the
stately trees and luxuriantly blooming flowers.
Then hospitable homes were opened for our
entertainment, and the afternoon opening
session was very pleasant indeed. The Con-
ference was a most delightful one. The
president’s address, by R.S. Latimer, was
good as usual. He referred to the first Con-
vention in that city, 7000 of a membership in
1894, first time ; 16,000 of a membership in
our churches this time. He also gave the
slogan, “ Loyalty to Western Penn. and the
King.” No divided interest this year. Never
before have we attempted anything like this
great simultaneous evangelistic campaign for
October 29, 1905.

The reports from the mission churches
were full of earnest, deyoted effort, and mran
of our young ministers seemed full of hope
and rejoicing over the fine possibilities of
their fields.

The Sisters’ C.W.B.M. session had a
crowded house, and splendid reports. We
l\lad a gentleman speaker this time, W. R.
\Xar}r{eg, and his subject was  The Children’s
! ork."” Among the many beautiful things

e spoke of was the lovely little girl who
said, when told of the great future that was
before her, “T will be good,"” and all through

ARz

The

“Stockfeld” Studio

285 COLLINS ST.,

°pp. The Bloct,
Telephone 3227,

We make cheap exclusive F urniture of Qrjg.

1nal design, anq shall b

nal design, e glad to submit da.

S1g0s 1n color, Call ang Inspect slfllxglnlltpliz
Copper Work a speciality, '

Classes form;i
Work, Beng fo

omestic Architect ang Designer

VASCO LOUREIRO
Artist and DCSign o

the reign of Queen Victoria that ¢
permeated her long, usefyl, beneesol"e

A splendid session was that of th gsat
Endeavor Society. ¢ How [t \vae ,hrlstlan
« What It Has Done,"” ¢« What Itsw- )
etc.—excellent speeches — apq 0 ill Do,
Vasicek, who is a worker am;
foreigners, gave us some of hey eXpart

The Bible School session was a;1gte}‘;lences.
service. Some of the subjects were %:r fine
Place of Geography in Teachipyn , Ae
Place of Illustration in Teaching'g’, The
best of all, *“ The Value of a Graded s;,m}?' the

All these beautiful subjects \\'erectolol'"
over in our three days’ session, and altha el
it did not spoil the work, a very hard(’\lgh
came on as the good-byes were ‘saig arg"‘
dripping crowd reached the station, t: ba
whirled over the rails at a rapid SEJeed 2
Pittsburgh, where many had tq g0 m tg
further out to their different suburbs :Cd
home. And to-day it is our great Pleasure[;
talk it over with our dear sisters in Australi0
We are always refreshed after a conventio;.
and there is a strong impulse starteq to doaz
better and stronger work than ever before
We will soon be having the reports of our
Conference in sunny Australia, and how
eagerly every bit of it will be read and en-
joyed, and every improvement noted with
thanksgiving, for “though sundered far, by
faith we meet around one common mercy
seat.” God be with you all until we mest
again some sweet day.—Your loving Sister,

ANTOINETTE K. THURGOOD,

ha

DORCAS.

The Burwood Boys' Rally was held on
June 7th, 22 sisters being present. Garments
repaired, 28; stockings mended, 17 pairs;
9 boys’ flannel shirts made and 3 sheets
hemmed. Donation—1 doz. flannel, Mrs.
Davies.

Thursday, June 15, General Rally was
held, 22 sisters being present. Donations—
Parcel of clothing (16 garments) Anonymous;
parcel of clothing, Mrs. R. Lyall; £2 from
the Dunmunkle sisters, and 14/- additional
concert ticket money ; 3 garments from Mrs.
Wilson ; a patchwork quilt, Mrs. Anderson:
Distributed —1 pair of blankets and 2 singlets
to a sister in need, 2 doz. flannelette, 2 doZ
flannel and 2 doz. calico to Mrs. Pittmans
Home, 2 jackets and 1 skirt to a needy cas&
9 garments and 1 hat to Sister Clara, 4 837
ments to South Richmond, r overcoat anm
flannel shirts to a needy case through Nase'
Chown, 1 jacket and skirt to a needy c;th
through Mrs. Croule, maternity bag to No il
Carlton, a quilt and woollen shawl to a0 3
sister. Vednes-

A Burwood Boys’ Rally was held We S
day, July sth. 16 sisters present. 33 g'am:ious
mended and 6 pairs of stockings. DOBircaS»
—Parcel of samples from Lygon-st: Wilsom
pair of sheets and 1 shirt from !\‘Irs. ston-
I doz flannelette from a friend in Swanqui ]
st., woollen shawl, Mrs. J. A. Davies Irments
Mrs. Holdsworth. Distributed—3 gas to 8
fo a case in Richmond, 5 garmens
widow through Mrs. HoldS}VO"th’d‘? sing’
flannel, 1 doz. flannelette, 2 shirts a0 - .
let to a sister in need. 11 garmen 14 doz:
Fitzroy pocr through Sister Clara,aliéo to#
flannel, 1 doz. flannelette, 1 doz: ©
family in need.—C. Kemp, Supt:

—
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CHAPTER XXVIII.
THE LOG HUT BY THE ROAD.

It was impossible that such a curiosity-
loving community as ours should wait always
to know the cause of Charles Easton's sudden
departure. While his easy habit of dispens-
ing 'hospitality in Colonel Sylvestre’s name
had made bhim some friends among the
rougher class, there had always been a few
of the more sensible persons who looked
upon him doubtfully, and wondered that
Colonel Sylvestre should have accepted his
claims so readily.

People were not in the habit, in those
days, of starting upon journeys abruptly.
Nowadays, a business man slips across the
continent without bothering to kiss his wife
good-bye ; but when travel was difficult and
slow, no sane man wished to miss the im-
portance which a leave-taking gave him,
That a man should disappear before day-
break, without a word to his friends, was
preposterous.

It began to be whispered about Rocksford
that Charles Easton had left his home un-
ceremoniously. There was immediate alarm.
His creditors began to compare notes, and to
see the seriousness of the situation. They
asked each other openly—so I was told by
Mr. Osburn, who kept us posted concerning
Rocksford affairs—whether Easton was sup-
posed to have quarrelled with his father-in
law. At all events, they said it was time
that their claims against the Sylvestre estate
were pushed. :

Colonel Sylvestre’s will, as I have said
before, gave all his property to his daughter
Martha, What I had not known before was,
that Charles Easton was made sole executor
of the will. This fact made it more necessary
that the cause of his absence be known.

Nor was this all. We had tried to keep
the presence of Mrs. Redding at our house a
secret, but in the hurrying to and fro which
followed Colonel Sylvestre's death she had
been seen by several persons, who were but
poorly satisfied with such embarrassed ex-
planations as we could give them. We
feared every day lest she should be connected
in_.the minds of the people with Charles
Easton’s disappearance.

« It would be better to have it all over,"

Rachel said, in a tired voice one day when
I called to bring my mother home, “yHush-
ing things up pever briogs any good. The
only thing I fear is the shozk for Martha,
ng life bangs by a thread. Sometimes I
think we can not save it, and save her reason
too. For her sake we must be careful how
we move."

.I came home and told Stephen what she
said. Next morning, when I came down-
stairs, his horse was saddled at the door.

I must go and hunt that man,” he said.
“I have thought it over, and it is the only
way. If I need the authority of the law, I
will get it; but the first thing is to find out
where he is and what he is about. I can do
this quietly, and as quickly as any one.
Tell Rachel.”

I told Rachel, and it seemed to me that
the message should have evoked some ex-
pression of gratitude from her. But it did
not. She merely walked to the window and
looked out, as if she expected to see Stephen
riding away to his hard task.

The days went by. I began my term of
school in the new schoolhouse which had re-
placed the slab-floored structure of my child-
hood. Mrs. Redding and little Mark went
back to their friends, the other side of Rocks-
ford. Rachel nursed Martha, cared for little
Ray, and put off the men who came to her to
discuss business matters. Thus we waited
for Stephen.

One day, just as I was starting for my
school, a rough-looking man rode up to the
door and gave me a note. It ran about like
this:

DeaR BRrOTHER:—Bring Mrs, Redding
and the boy and follow this man. Put into
the waggon some quilts, and such food as

MR. R. BARNES,
DENTIST,

78 Gertrude 8t., Fitzroy.

Bourke-st. (Red)

trams }Pass the
Collins-st. (Yellow) trams

Door.
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mother has ready. Do not wait. I have
found Charles Easton in a sad cordition.
STEPHEN.

1 wanted to go to Rachel, but the words
«Do not wait” seemed to deter me I
hurriedly harressed the horses, and bundled
Mrs. Redding and Mark into the waggon.

The woman was sad and silent, and her
mood affected the boy. So we had a guiet
journey. Ounce Mark slipped his hand into
mine and whispered ¢ Are we truly going to
see daddy ?"”

«] think so.”

«You won't let him hurt me, will you,

oseph?”
« No, indeed, Mark. He won't want to

hurt you, though.”

«Not the first thing, maybe. But he
always gets tired of being good, in a little
while. Mother would keep him from hurting
me if she could, but she can't—can you,
mother ?"

Mrs. Redding smiled sadly, but did not
answer. 1 wonder if the ghost of her mad
Jlove for this man still walked in her heart,
Did she dream of that long-past time when,
in reckless defiance of the judgment of others,
she had flung her life into his keeping? I
could not guess.

The place to which our guide led us was
almost new to me, although it was not more
than a dozen miles from our home. The
road for the last few miles was a lonely one,
and, in bad weather, must have been im-
passable. Even now, our light waggon made
slow progress.

_ We stopped before 2 little log hut at the
side of the road. It looked uninhabited, but
a thin line of smoke rising from the chimney
told of the presence of human life within.
wi?h‘}r gt:ﬁde ha{’i. dismsounthed, and disappeared

in the cabin, Ste
beckﬁned o phen appeared, and

“He is still living," he said, * but very far
g?l:e}:" Did the man tell you how I found

“I didn't ask him—didn’t kno
it ""?ts safe ttp discus; malters with‘;i;lfﬁther

Is safe emough, I dare say, tho
think he has little knowledge of tg,é situl:l%il::mI
When .I left home, I had only one idea of
Easton's whereabouts. I felt sure he would
avoid Rocksford, for he is so well known
there. So I started out in the opposit
direction. I rode for days. I have ﬁ?iend:.
in nearly every town, and I was able to make
my search a thorough one without awakenin
suspicion. Nowhere did I get the slightesi
trace of_hlm, or even a hint that I could im-
tnhgme might point toward him, At Jast I got
- g;:ll’zgltlll:{s dx::ogr%ged, and started for home.

s road because i

:::;, blut v:thout any real thto::lft ?:f sgt:';attisgz

clue here. As I pass i i
:::vul?;ston'lt: horse tigd teod tg::sf:::én' i

ave known him anywhere, ] .

to the door, and heard a s T

> d groan inside, I did
not risk knocking, but walked strai i
ﬂExlon was lying on a miserable be:llgo};t tl:'
: I, in the most excruciating pain %

earned afterward that he had left the r d
on which Turner met him, and had k o3
hidiog until dark. Then'be tried ¢ -
S!: this road, but it was pew to hisohcmss
himmeh;l':’ htheb horse stumbled and tl?:::v.

Y by the roadside unti] morning,

390

the man who b&oqght
! aring,
here. In spite of Easton's su g
h:ursfused to let the man Stoney g0 fqrta
doctor. Stoney managed to drag him into
the house and bas taken care of bim el\]/er
since. At last Stoney got s0 frightened that
be went for a doctor without leave. I don’t
know what the doctor tho.ught, but he kzpt
his own counsel. He caid that there was
little to be done;

that Easton's spine was
injured, and though he might live for some
time in helplessness, he would never recover.
He left morphine, and told Stoney to get
more if it was needed. Since then, Easton
has been under the influence of opiates most
of the time.

Then he was found by

He recognis:d me soon after I
came, and I got the whole story from him.
He has paid Stoney well to-keep him here,
and to hold his tongue.”

« Does he know he is going to die ?"

«T have told him so, but he will not be-
lieveit. His heart is hard toward every one,
unless it is his little boy. When I told him
that I had seen his wife and child, he asked
quickly whether Mark was well, and added,
¢ Poor little chap ! poor little chap ! He had
never seemed to think once of poor Martha's
child.”

¢ Does he know that you expect his wife?"

«Yes, He did not know until half an
hour ago. We must not delay, for I think
he has pot long to live. He is conscious
now, but weak and irritable.”

Stephen motioned to Mrs. Redding, and
she and little Mark went in before us. The
woman knelt beside the wretched bed, and
drew over it carefully one of the warm quilts
we had brought with us. Easton looked up,
and cried out excitedly :

“Emily!"” he said. “My God
Emily.” ’

:: i—}[eri i?s Ié/[ark, Benjamin."”

ar o it is, poor chap!

i R et b

111 O | | : . .
sbanegzj sir,” said the cPlld, in an agony of

“You've found me in a bad fix, Emily. I
never meant to go back on you and the boy
altogether. I got tired of your tears and
complaints, but I wouldn’t have gone back
on you, if I badn't got into such an infernal
mess about money matters. I never meant
to marry any one else, but I was in a tiaﬁ
place, and the girl was a beauty. Isj 2
that the old man is dead 2 . = o

:: %’Ies. ;]t is true.”

artha will get it all. :

a Tartar—she'll git h:ragese;{f . cj)[;hir- iritel

%‘:e“ go%d, now you have }Z)undurr;; ILS(O
preacher s J ; : 2

don't believe it, a)is[ tlh::egigmg(;t% die, but I
be wouldn't be so crue] as t?) t (l,( % heavea

({3 Crue“n l’epeated ]ittle M ka e.me now.
recollection, “That's th ;: , With sudden
when he whipped me, isn': it ?}PE daddy was

The sick man winced
youngster out, Emily, ‘
any more. You've no j
pain is like. It js tep ¢

ing me at once,
than this "

it s

: “Send the
I'm too tired to tallk
dea what this cursed
o housand irons, burn-

» 8 dog deserves better

t
ephen came close, and bent over the bed
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« Bepjamin Redding,” he saiq—

that the man shrank from thi Oﬁjnd I say,
«you have only a short time tq lpa e
there is anything you can do before YegNTE
to make restitution to those whom You djg,
injured, I advise you to do it at oyou baye
not add to your sins by withholdjy B Dy
little you can do to right these wrog i

«] am not going to die,” cried o
with awful vehemence. ¢ Curge
praying, snivelling crew—I'm not >
die.” — €

« Hush, Benjamin," said Emj :
sternly. “ You are going to dirg.llyﬁeddmg,
been a bad man, and I—God forgivgu ha;veA
have not been a very good woman, Imﬁ"
been passionate and headstrong, and of; %
have left God out of the account Ben i
want to do one good thing—I want to dout -
good thing—I want to forgive you before o
die. Not many women have more to for T
than I bave, it seems to me. But [ ciw'e
forgive you unless you repent and want to!;;t
forgilven. You must repent.” i

“] won't. I'm not going to die. T’
out of this, yet. Obh, thé; pain! GiIv::l g::
some morphine, quick !

“Not yet,” said Stephen. ¢ You may
never return to consciousness again. [
can not let you leave this world until you
have faced your past, and asked yourself
whether there is any of its wrong-doing that
you can make right.”

£k Cursg you, I must have the morphine. I
suppose it's about the old Colonel’s money
that you are making all this fuss. Here,
then, Joseph Arrondale, you are an honest
fellow, and no preacher. Unbuckle this
belt, will you? No one has found it except
the doctor, and I soon shut Ais mouth,
What there is sewed in there belongs to
Martha. It’s all there is left, and you may
take it back to her. The rest I spent, and
this would soon be gone, so she might as
well have it. Now get me the morphine—
I won't stand this pain—I won’t stand it !"

He began to curse and rave, and Stephen
gave him the morphine. He closed his eyes,
;hen opened them again and sought his wife's
ace,

“ Emily,” he groaned, ‘* don't tell the little
chap how bad I was.”

_If there was in his heart any sorrow for
his sin, these words were the only evidence
he gave of it. That night he died, aiid: his
wife was denied the comfort of offering bi™
forgiveness.

T
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