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MISSIONARY FACTS. ey pitnan

A GENERAL VIEW.

esus Christ died in order that every man
on the face of the earth might have an oppor-
tunity of becoming a child of God. After 19
centuries of Christian activity (or inactivity),
more than half the population of the world
has never once heard the name of Jesus.

It is estimated that there are 1,587,000,000
people in the world to-day. These may be
divided according to religious beliefs as
follows :—

Protestants o 185,000,000
Roman Catholics... 230,000,000
Greeks .. 115,000,000
Jews 10,000,000
Mohammedans ' 197,000,000
Heathen 850,000,000

Total 1,587,000,000

We have then, to-day, 850 millions of souls
to be won for Christ. Remember, also, that
these are all “virgin soil.” Protestants,
Catholics, Greeks, Jews and Mohammedans
are contaminated with sectarian prejudice
and heretical teaching, but in the hearts of
the heathen-millions we may sow the pure
seeds of primitive Christianity.

“ When I say unto the wicked, Thou shalt
surely die; and thou givest him not warning,
nor speakest to warn the wicked from his
way, to save his life; the same wicked man
shall die in his iniquity; but his blood will I
require at thine hand.”

Let the watchmen of the house of Is.,ra.el
consider, that three millions a month die in
their iniquity in heathen lands. Every day
In the year, 96,000 pass away \_Vlthout the
knowledge of salvation. In China, 30,000
will perish to-day; in Africa, 13,500; I
India, 24,000, Each minute, 21 souls drift
into eternity in China, g in Africa, 16 in
India. This week, 210,000 Chinese will die,
94,500 Africans, and 168,000 Indians, all
without a ray of sunshine from.hlm who 1is
the Light of the world, and all without a note
of warning from the watchmen of -the host of
Christ. ‘¢ Their blood will I require at your
hands.”

But the cryis, “We must care for the
heathen at home.” By all means, but on
the other hand a sense of fairness and justice
will lead us to strive for a due and proper
proportion. What are the facts of the case?

In Christianised countries, each preacher of
the gospel has an average of 8oo persons
(Christian and non - Christian) to labor
amongst. In heathen lands, every missionary
has on an average at the very least 100,000
non-Christians to evangelise. “Africa, indeed,
has one missionary to every 49,559 people;
{’apan, one to 60,172 ; India, one to 73,986 ;

ut China has only one to 132,136 persons,
a.n;i] other parts of the earth are less favored
still.

*“To whomsoever much is given, of him
shall much be required.” More than half the
world's population is under Christian govern-
ments. To the British nation has been given
dominion over 350,000,000 people. To the
British nation has also been given the glor-
ious gospel of salvation. And yet only one
in seven of the souls over whom we hold
sway is even a nominal Christian. Is it not
time we took up in earnest the ¢ white man'’s
burden "?

Nor can it be said any longer that the gates
of heathendom are closed against us. During
the last 30 years it has become possible to
preach the gospel to 700,000,000 people who
could not be reached before. Every nation
has opened its doors to the missionary. All
the marvellous triumphs of inventive genius
in locomotion and in educational facilities are
at our disposal. The time is ripe for one
great united movement for the evangelisa-
tion of the world. )

What is the whole of Christendom doing
at present in Foreign Missionary effort ? At
the great (Ecumenical Conference on Foreign
Missions, held in New Ygrlf in 1900, the fol-
lowing International Missionary Summary
was prepared i—

Total number of Missionary Societies
in the world 537

Total number of Missionaries . 15,460
Total number of * Ordained * Mis-
sionaries - 5,063
Total number of Missionary Physic- :
jans—Men e 484
Total number of Missionary Physic-
jans— Women 218
Total number of Native Helpers ... 77,338

,  Christians 4,414,236

» 3
tal Income from Home and Foreign
4 Sources £3,825,224

Total Native Contributions £368,351

When we remember that in Great Britain
alone there are more than 40,000 ministers of
religion (3 times the number of the whole of
the missionaries in the Foreign field); when
we remember that in Great Britain alone
there are 2,000,000 Christian workers of all
sorts (more than iz times the number of all
the “ native helpers " in the world), it should
not be a difficult thing for the home lands to
immediately spare enough workers to evan-
gelise the whole heathen world.

How many missionaries would the Chris-
tians at home require to send out in order
that all men might hear the gospel without
delay? J. R. Mott, in his work entitled
«The Evangelisation of the World in This
Generation,” says (p. 161): *“ Leading author-
ities on all the great mission fields have been
asked to estimate how many missionaries, in
addition to native assistants, would be re-
quired so to lead the missionary enterprise as
to accomplish the evangelisation of those
countries within a generation. The highest
number suggested by anyone is one mis-
sionary to every 10,000 of the heathen
population. Few give a lower estimate than
one to 100,000. The average number given
is ome to 50,000. The number most fre-
quently specified is one to 20,000. If we
follow the last proportion, it would call for
an increase of the present missionary force
from 15,000 to 50,000."”

Note this, that only 35,000 preachers need
to be sent out into the great harvest-field so
as to let the whole world know that there is
a Saviour for perishing souls. Surely the
185,000,000 Protestants can spare 35,000
preachers, out of the millions that are com-
peting for place and honor in the home fields.

But at present the whole company of God's
people throughout the world contribute less
than £4,000,000 for Foreign Missions. They
spend far more on picnics and socials.

It is estimated that at the close of the first
century there were not more than about
200,000 Christians in the whole world. At
the beginning of the twentieth century the
disciples of Christ alone have a total member-
ship six times as large as the whole church
of the first century. Brethren, what oppor-
tunities are ours! What responsibilities are
ours! What are we going to do for the
‘world that knows not Christ ?
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[s the Jewish Sabbath Binding

upon Christians ?

Chas.

But we must now find out definitely what
law Christians are under. Turn to 1st Cor.
g: 21. and for the connection read the pre-
ceding verse. I shall take the translation
by C. and 1. as being the best available:
“To the Jews I became as a Jew, that I
might gain the Jews; to those under the law
as though I were under the law (not thflt I
was myself subject to the law) that I might
gain those under the law; to those without
the law as one without the law (uot that I
was without law before God, but under the
law of Christ) that I might gain those who
were without the law.””  Here the apostle
makes a two-fold statement.  First, that
he was not subject to the old law; and sec-
ond, that he was under the law of Christ.
This states with a force that is irresistible,
that the law, under which Christians live,
is “the law of Christ,”” and that they are
not subject to any part of the law of Moses,
except in so far as it has been incorporated
with “the law of Christ.” And much of it
has been so incorporated; every moral pre-
cept it contained in fact. But where has
the fourth commandment been enjoined?
Nowhere, absolutely nowhere.

The apostle writes (Gal. 6: 2): “Bear ye
one another’s burdens, and so fulfil the law
of Christ.”” Not “Keep the Sabbath and
so fulfill the law of Christ.”” He never
gave this law to any one. In Acts 1:1, 2,
we read, “The former treatise I made, O
Theophilus, concerning all that Jesus began
both to do and to teach, until the day in
which He was received up, after that he
had given commandment through the Holy
Spirit unto the apostles whom he had
chosen.””  That commandment was, no
doubt, the royal commission for the con-
version of men, and is found recorded in
Matt. 28: 19, 20: “Go ye therefore, and
make disciples of all the nations, baptising
them into the name of the Father, and of
the Son and of the Holy Spirit; teaching
them to observe all things whatsoever I com.
manded you; and lo, I am with you alway,
even unto the end of the world.”” Now
what did Jesus command them? In John
13. 34 we read, “A new commandment I
give unto you, that ye love one another, even
as I have loved you, that ye also love one
another.”  “If ye love me ye will keep my
commandments” (14: 15). " “He that hath
My commandments and keepeth them, he it
is that loveth Me” (14: 21). “If ye keep
My commandments ye shall abide’ in m
love.”  “This is my commandment that ye
lot;e one another, even as I have loved you.”
“Ye are my friends if ye do the things which
I command you” (15: 10, 12, 14). Then
Paul writes " (1 Thes. 4: 2): “For ye
know what commandments we gave you by
the authority of the Lord Jesus.””  And
Peter writes (2 Pet. 3: 2): “That ye should
remember the words which were spoken be-
fore by the holy prophets, and the com.
mandment of ‘the Lord and Saviour through
your apostles.”  Now John expressly states

y ful “Lead Kindly Light,”

LUatt.-

(Ist letter 3: 23):
mandment that we s

“And this is His com-
hould believe] in the

:s Son Jesus Christ, and love one
}:::;ie(x,‘fn}sIﬁeszave us commandment.’” And
iu 4: 91: “And this commandment have we
from Him, that he who loveth God love his
bu’i‘tllllsg, :%15: law under which Chri.stians live,
is “the law of love’’; that whzch James
calls “the royal law’’ (2: 8), and “the law of
liberty” (1: 25; 2: 12). The old law, on
the other hand, is termed “A yoke on“t-hc
neck of the disciples’” (Acts 157 10); and
those Christians who went back to it, “de-
sired to be in bondage over again’’ (Gal. 4:
9).

XI[—The Sabbath in the Gospels.

Quite recently Dr. Caro, of Auckland, an-
nounced himself, by a flaming calico sign,
to review the writer on this subject, but at
the last moment got onme of their “pastors”
to take it up, himself occupying the chair.
In his introductory remarks he said, “I re-
fused to accept Mr. Watt’s challenge to de-
bate, because Paul wrote to Timothy. But
foolish and unlearned questions avoid, know-
ing that they do gender strifes.”” This was
the most difficult “argument’’ I had to reply
to, as I could not dispute either the folly
of the question of Sabbath keeping or the
ignorance of those who attempted to defend
it.

This “Pastor’ first quoted Luke 23: 54-
56 to show that the wom:za at the tomb of
Jesus, “prepared spices and ointments, and
rested on the Sabbath according to the com-
mandment.”’  But he did not seem to kiow
that this was before Christ rose, and those
women lived under the old law- (compare
John 16: 13, 14). .

The next passage quoted was Matt, 924:
15-21, and especially verse 20: “But pray
ye that your flight be not in the winter
neither on the Sabbath day.”  And the
pastor made the amazing statement that
"“Christ enjoined them to pray “that their
flight be not on the Sabbath lest they Be
tempted to violate God’s law”’1!l  And a
level-headed, intelligent man Iike Dr. Caro
sab still and listened to guch balderdash
without repudiating it! It ig really wonder-
ful how foolish some people can become on
m?tirs religious, Think, for instance, of
a John Henry Newman writing the beauti-
while following a
gloom of Papal

We wonde
thought “that fleeing in thlc;

glow-wqr{n into the awful
superstition and idolatry ! |
if this “pastor”

wlilnter would “violate God’s law.”  Ang
why not? ¢ Same reason is assigned f,
both.  What haq : h

bo “them that i
child, and them that give suck’’ toa rdeo ‘;11?111

violating the Sabbath? It was a question cf

securing their safety and not of Sabbath-
If the reader will turn to Nehe-

breaking,
miah 13: 19-22, he wil] find sufficient reason
be not on

for the prayers that their “flight
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—
the Sabbath dfny.” b fFor with the
he city shut from before till aftey ¢
{;ath, Zud with the stern Levites tt;le lsﬂb-
them, the possibility of escape woulq begf}f.ll'd
indeed.  Those Levites were styie, Sal')ll)llt
tarians. a-
The next point was John 20: 19, 95
the pastor labored to show, by the
diagram, that “after eight days’’
be the next “first day of the week.” In thy
wise—S. M. T. W. T. F. S. S. M. 7. Fro]xlls
Sunday till Monday first day, till Tuestlai
second day, till Wednesday third day til)l
Thursday fourth day, till Friday ﬁml,da
till Saturday sixth day, till Sunday SCVeng];
day, till Monday eighth day; and ‘as it wag
“after eight days’ 1t must have been Tyes.
day that he again appeared.” (Prolongeq
applause). Yes; this is the sort of argu.
ment that the ‘Sabbatarians delight to ap-
plaud! In my review I tested this method
thus.—In Mark 8: 31 we find the words
“after three days,”’ referring to the rigine
of our Lord from the dead. Now ﬂpplyin:
the gentleman’s method, we put down F, S
S. M. T. , From Friday till Saturday first
day, till Sunday second day, till Monday
third day, and as it was “after three days,”
the Lord must have risen on Tuesday! But
in Matt. 26: 61 we find the same event given
as “in three days,”’ and in Matt. 16: 21 it
is given as “the third day.””  This effectu-
ally demonstrated the weakness of the pas-
tor’s “argument,’” as well as the strength of
our position that “after eight days’ meant
just on the next first day of the week.
(To be Continued.)
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Victorian Missions.

M. McLELLAN.

Synopsis of reports to July 18th :—

H. G. HArRwaARD aND E. W. PiTTMAN are
at present conducting a mission at Swanston-
st. Eleven decisions. Nine of these have
lieen baptised. The mission continues to the
28th July. The Nth. Carlton mission begins
«n July 30th, to be followed by a tent mission
at Brighton ; then one at Bendigo.

H. Lenc anDp J. CLYDESDALE repqrt very
heavy rains in the Kaniva circuit. Services
have been held at the following places:—
Wampoony, Border Town, Lillimur, South
Lillimur, Kaniva, Bunyip, Yanipy, and Mun-
dalla; On August 6th a mission will be com-
menced by Bro. Leng at Narracoorte, SA

R. G. CaMERON has' been lab ring at St.
Arnaud and Wedderburn. He has resigie
as evangelist under the Committee from t 9_
31st July. He intends settling in the \Vedde;
burn district, and will'give what help he C}i]l s

A. W. Connor during the month :
spoken at Kyneton, - Taradale, Newstead gdi-
Castlemaine. Meetings good. Two 267
tions by faith and baptism at Kyneton- dis-

W. G. Oray is now in the “Mallee e
trict. Held service at Warmur West, BX %
and Maida Vale, <o

J. W. Parsrow has conducted Sel“'lcger.
Echuca, Kyabram, Ballendella; and St bap-
mains, Three additions by faith and
tism, and two confessions.

J- E. ALLan.—On 2gth June Bro:
left Melbourne to take up the work
Shepparton district, and. since then has
‘meetings at Shepparton and.Cosgrove:

Alli:n
in the
mhel q
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The Church

Prayer is as essential to church life and
work as it is to the development of Christian
character. It is the church's “vital breath "
the coupling linking the human to the divine:
helplessness leaning on Omnipotence; in.
firmity casting itself upon Almighty strength
sinfulness embracing spotlessness : corrup:
tion panting for incorruptibility ; the fettered
soul pleading for liberty. By prayer, heaven's
divinest gifts are caused to descend upon the
needy. How necessary, therefore, is repro-
duction of the custom of the first church,
which “ continued steadfastly in the apostles’
doctrine, the fellowship, the breaking of bread,
and the prayers.”

In my recent travels I have visited certain
mining districts, and seen the full and empty
carriages connected together, continuously
moving along their appointed courses, the
emptied vessels raised up by the descent of
refilled ones. In like manner the descent of
divine blessings should cause our empty ves-
sels to be raised again and again to receive
mercies for ever-recurring needs from the
storehouse of God’s inexhaustible love.

*¢ Let faith but climb the tree of prayer, and watch

And wait, the Lord will surely pass that way.”’

In most cases there is no need to wait. As
certainly as in mining operations the empty
vessels at once return well filled, so heavenly
treasures shall descend as regularly as our
vessels of prayer are raised. )

The exercise of prayer, like all other exer-
cises, must be attended to in *“decency and
order.” T therefore contend for

I. PREMEDITATION.

Too often are the prayers regarded as but
part of the ¢ preliminaries,” to be hurried
through and dispensed with as soon as
convenient. ‘¢ Preliminaries,” of course, im-
plies that which precedes the main business.
But who has any right to relegate prayer to
the region of "the preliminaries? What
Scriptural authority is there for this? Is
not the church’s prayer a part of the main
business 7 And if so, surely premeditation is
an indispensable requisite of acceptable
prayer.

Yet herein most of us, I fear, if weighed,
would be found wanting. We prepare our ad-
dresses to be spoken to the audience, but are
apt to neglect the duty of premeditation upon
what is said to our Lord and King. Surely
we should be as thoughtful in what we speak
to God as in what we say to man! The
Very worst comment that could be made of
any prayer was that of one who, upon hearing
a world-famed preacher pray in public, re-
marked that it was “the finest prayer ever
delivered before an American audience.” Itis
efore Gop we stand in prayer, and to HIM
we speak, and surely if premeditation 1s
DNecessary when we speak to man, it is essen-
tial when thus we address the King. o

PREMEDITATION Would act as a preventive
of much irrelevant matter being included in
the church’s prayers. It would tend to keep
10 mind the thought that it is Gop whom we
address, and not man. Much that would be

ln ACtiOn. F. Pittman,
|
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Prayer.

neces<ary in addressin
Sut hen W sk s e Faink T pnen
,f‘or he “knows all.” There would be less

vain repetitions”; less generalities, which
have been defined as being ““the death of
prayer™; less Sormality in prayer, for while we
deprecate praying out of a book, the prayers
of muny are invariably the same, and might
.(l:‘;;tyfls well be read” from one stereotyped
. Let us endeavor to remember that “med.-
ltation is prayer’s handmaid to wait on it
both before and after the performance. It is
as the plough before the sower, to prepare
the heart for the duty of prayer; and the
harrow to cover the seed, when ’tis sown.
As the hopper feeds the mill with grist, so
does meditation supply the heart with matter
for prayer.”

2. BREVITY.

How often services are spoiled because
brethren do not remember that they are not
heard for their much speaking? Who of us
have not been prayed, time and again, into a
‘“good frame of mind, and then prayed out of
it”? Some brethren will never cease erring
in this respect this side of heaven, yet it is to
be pitied that when they pray in public, they
consider not the desire of others, or the Scrip-
tural injunction to indulge not in ** vain repe-
titions,” but. follow invariably their own
natural inclinations to longevity in prayer.
Standing is undoubtedly an appropriate and
reverential attitude when we pray in public
(and surely the able-bodied in God's house
should adopt this attitude), yet we shall never
obtain uniformity in this respect so long as
brethren err so grievously in the direction
of extrao:dinary longevity of prayer. As
a rule, brethren who are guilty of tres-
passing in this respect take no heed to what
has gone before (repeating everything as
though it comes with a special freshness from
their lips), and take no heed for what will come
afier, even though the speaker’s address may
be spoiled and the service lose its impressive-
ness. Not to be too hard in my criticism, I
further assert that such brethren frequently
take no heed of what ought to go up. God does
not need a lesson in astronomy, or an excur-
sion around the globe, all the affairs and the
myriads of creatures of which he knows all
about. Things celestial and terrestial are all
known to our Father, who can receive from
us no information, and wants only to hear
thanks offered, and petitions asked. A little
boy once said to his father, “Pa, does ths
Lord know everything? ¢Yes, my son,
replied the father, *but why do you ask that
question ?"" “ Because,” said the boy, “our
preacher, when he prays, 1s so lo'ng tellmg
him everything; I thought he wasn't posted.
A tendency to deviate from the spirit of true
prayer in this respect can be checked by an

earnest prayerful desire to get out of sclf, and
to centre our thoughts upon the needs of a
perishing world, and the redeemed of Christ’s
kingdom.
. FERVENCY OF SPIRIT.
It has been said that when prayer mounts

upon the wing of fervor fo God, then answers
come down like lightning from God. ¢ An
arrow, if it be drawn but a little way, goes
not far, but if it be pulled up to the head,
flies swiftly and pierces deep. Thus prayer,
if it be only diibbled forth from careless lips,
falls at our feet. It is the strength cf ejacul-
ation and strong desire, which sends it to
heaven, makes it pierce the clouds. . . .
We might be like Bartholomew, who is said
to have had a hundred prayers for the
morning, and as many for the evening, and
all might be of no avail. Fervency of spirit is
that which availeth much.”

The general subject of prayer isfartoo great
to exhaustively deal with in this brief article ;
an attempt has been made simply to state a
few salient requisites of public prayers.
Some of the statements made are inapplic-
able to private pray-r. When we offer
prayer in public we should feel bound to con-
sider others—the needs of the congregation,
and what is necessary for the proper con-
ducting of the service. Let there be pie-
meditation, and there will be less formality,
and irrelevancy, and a greater freshness and
more definiteness in our prayers. Let there be
more brevity,and more brethren will be enabled
to take part (which will be a great improve-
ment); our prayers will be more specific and
our petitions more expressive of the desires
of the whole church. Let there be fervency of
spirit, and there will be increased effective-
ness. Our God is ready and willing to supply
all our needs, but he will be *‘enquired of.”
He will show us *“great and mighty things,”
but his children must ask of bim.

After the death of a certain woman th re
was found in her hand a slip of paper, upon
which were words we might all well use:—
“Lord, give me grace to feel my need of
grace; and give me grace to ask for grace;
and give me grace to receive grace; and, O
Lord, when grace is given give me grace to
uss it. Amen."”

How to Help.

We are frequenily asked this question: * How can
I help forward the interests of the CurisTian?" If
you will read the balance of this paragraph you will
find how George Manifold and his brother, T. W.
Manifold, of Pahiatua, N.Z., propose to help, and by
the way how they propose to help othscs;—** Please
send twenty-three copies of CHRIsTIAN for three
months, beginning from June 22, containing the first
of the series of articles by Bro. Watt, *Is the Jewish
Sabbath Bindirg upon Christians?' Send them in
one parcel addressed to my brother, T. W. Manifold,
who will act as agent. He is doing this to increase
our subscription list to the chuerch paper, and will
guarantee the money, but expects that most, if not all,
will be willing to pay the eighteenpence for the thres
months, and eventually bscome permanent sub-
scribers. The leakage in our membership complained
of at almost every Conference would be reduced toa
minimum if the eldership and diaconate in every
church saw that every home was supplied with a copy
of the CurisTiaN. Our isolated members in New
Zealand would never drift into sectarianism if they
had read our church pagern year. The grumblers
and do-nothings would have something else to do
and think about when they read every week of the
whitened harvest fields awaiting the reapers. The
aper in my judgment gets better than ever. I would
ar sooner do without my daily paper than give up

our church paper. Ishall have to be very poor when
I write and tell you to stop it."
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A Plea for a Church Simply Christian.

In looking through the pages of the British
Woeckly of June 5, our attention.was directed
to. the advertisement column of books just
issued from the press. Among: other books:
of interest we noticed one, the title ofiwhich
at once appealed ta us:as setting: forth aniidea:
which we-did not expect. would: be advocated:
by: anyone outside of our own' people:. The
advertisement referred to: runs as-follows :—
« The Coming Church : A: Plea for a. Church:
Simply Christiani. By Rev. Jobn Hunter,
D.D., of Glasgow.” Naturally, we' were

anxious to see the book: itself, so- that we .

might learn' how nearly the ideas of the
author approximated to our own. However,
we were not able to see the book; as no copies
had found their way here. Later on, we
expect to get one, in which case, if the con-
tents are up to expectations, we will give a:
review of:it: for the benefit: of our readers. In
the meantime, the title itself is so suggestive
that it very easily furnishes a text that may
be profitably considered. From past experi-
ence we have learnt that the title of a book:
is not always a true index of its contents, but
assuming that in this case it is, the appear-
ance of a book advocating that the coming
church shall be simply Christian is a sign of
the times which we should hail with very.
great delight. It is also very helpful to us as
a people to find that very gradually, but very
surely, the positions advocated by us are
being taken up by others. It may be, of
course, that the positions thus taken up’are
not put before the public in precisely the
same way as we ourselves would put them
but inasmuch as the principles underlying,f
them are recognised, there is a possibility
that some day those principles may be carried
to égelr l:efén.f;xmlal:e(:;:!onclusion. “A Plea for
a Church Sim, ristian "'

fully like a sel:l!)!;nce taken e L
current literature,

To us it is no new i
It merely expresses oY deas

) the thought which

:'gse ta our existence as a religious ox’gaﬁ?:ai':f

ti:m. And though the author of the book
rough his unscriptural titles, such as “Rev.”

.standard}

out of our own

i i icion that he
d D.D., gives rise to the suspicion
;:n not thogughly in harmony with.what g:

. if his plea is an honest one, I
235‘;g‘t:atfsinze§’ound s%de by side with. us 1n
advocating a COYEPMC return to: Christianity:

i at the first. s
as;f ;‘{:as for a church simply Christian means
this. It means a complete return to Chris:
tianity as it was at the first in all its es§entlal
principles. Times without number it has
been pointed out by. the leaders of our move-
ment that the only cure for existing. d_lvesxOﬂs-
is the abandonment of’ all that is distinctly
human in religious societies, and the accept-
ance of that which is distinctly divine. Thlsl
involvesthe acceptance of a common sgandard
in regard to'what the church should be. If
there'is no such common standard in exist-
ence, it'is obviously idle to discuss the matter
at all. The absence of such a standard’
would in.jtself be a sufficient justification of
existing divisions. It would mean that as
there were no rules laid down for our guid-
ance in the building of the churci—no divine.
architect furnishing us with plans—we were

at liberty to build such structures as our own
wisdom might devise. Practically this is
just what the builders of churches have been
doing since the days of the apostles, the result
Being- that the church of Christ, instead of
being a fair and 'stately structure, harmonious
in all its parts, is a nondescript affair in which-
human' architects have done their. worst to
disfigure the beautiful design of’ the great
founder of the church: But though. there is
this' want of harmony,,and’ division is.rams:
pant it is'not"denied’ that there is.a common
Even among the division makers
themselves it is' deplored that tHe churches
have gone so far astray from. the original
design. With'very few exceptions it is agreed
that the churchiof the New Testament is the
standard and'model for all cHurches for all
time. This is: what we understand' the
author of *“The Coming: Church "'to mean.
when he urges “a plea for a cHurch simply
Christian.” To carry out this idea it will be
necessary'to go'back to the: time when the
church was in-deed and:truth ¢ simply Chris-
tian;" and to take the church.as'we thien find
it as our modtl. To do this we must ga
back through-the centuries, past Luther 'fst
the English and' Romish churches an,cip all
their various offshoots, and. get back to. the
beginning: of things, when- the Christian.
church was born into the world, This mean
:qtrestomgg;rhc;f the church to what it wa:‘
it came Tom 3
fOl}II‘I ger S i the hands. of its great
e reasons why we shoul i ,
oy vl given "Gl i s+ 1
1T, e {3
admit thst the chuigs& E?‘Zi’{,% must
first age of its hist h L THAE) the
s g O ory, when everything both:
;ltl lf;lt'h a'qdhpractxce, organically wasggiven
inspitation of tte Holy S i1:it .
such.a church as God would: Have, 1o d st
desired it offiernise B l-d 1ve. Haz_i he‘
it'otherwise, Not C;nly Wasuthi ave ordered
age; but for : s true for that
fg,m the'Be a.gn‘!ges. He’ who saw the end
meet’ the wflnts :;;ELFODSntnte.d-ms church to
in al countribs. This feing trae, i gos
that the restoration of that i
respects as | church- i ]|
P it was at the begmnlng”is the

e —

thing: above all others that God in ks

enceg would have accomplished_m ?}S}I:rovid.
not look upon a work- of this kind iy, doeg
favor, then we are without evidence tsﬁ)mal
looks with favor upon the observaqce fat he
divine precept.or example. That whigh any
pleasing. to the‘divine Father in the establ}vas
ing.and perfecting: of the church myet }, ish.
pleasing to him now. If this he n~0tet\vell
then we are left in this age.without 5 il Tue,
of truth. . . .. Since the church of chrixon
the beginning was purely a divine instityg at
its restoration is a divine work.” Thi;m"’
very clearly put; and should’ meet. ity lhls
approbation of all good men.. And’ hay; e
established a criterion of .truth,. the ne“g
thing.to dosis to make a practical.applicatj =
ofit. .For example, take the churches, of t%n
twentieth century and compare them witl(:
the church of the first century.in the matter
ot unity. If this is done, it will: be seeq at
once that there is.a:vast. difference between
the two. The church of to-day is. divided
into so.many sects and. parties that. it hag
become a.reproach to it.. Outsiders. deride
the church because of its divisions, and,wise
men within it feel very keenly the sin and
the misery of it. The church of the. exly
days was a united body, and knew. nothing
of the party names which to-day have rent
asunder the seamless robe of Christ. Is it
not therefore clear that. since the church of
God' in the apostolic age did not contain
sects and' denominations such as. now claim
to be identified with- that' institution, it fol-
lows that” whenever-the church is restored as
it was'in- tHat' age; it' will' be divested of all
these denominational’ peculiarities?. The
“ coming‘church;" then, ifit takes the divine
model as its' guide; will' be simply, Christian.
It will honor thename of Chirist by refusing
to be recognised: by:any name of human in-
vention. Not. only, in: this respect. will it
revert. back to the original idea: of unity, but
in.many. others also.. The coming,church in
its adherence. to, the simplicity of.the apostolic

‘age will know: nothing, of: the clerical.grades

and. ecclesiastical ;jargon of modern times.
Even: now. the pretensions of. a. usurpig
priesthood are. an. offence to. intelliggnt:men
and.women.in the church' and. out of it. I
the coming, church, men;and. women:will not
consent to be.robbed. of. their birthright; but
will claim all the privileges which the constl-
tution of the apostolic church. gives them. ¢
In the coming church,,it. will be:sufﬁmel_ln
for.a man to say:he ié‘.a~Christian——thefe'wlo
be no need for him.to say what kind
Christian;; as he requires.to-do. now: o
G. Allen. says: ¢ When you talk toi(mow
about. being a Christian, they want:lo X
what KiND:of a Christian-;. or,.in other Wot o
they want to.know:what: you a.re.m,alli tlhe =
to-being, a Christian.. When.you tel ¢, you
that you are simply a. Christian; tha '{,ot
decline to he.anything else, they k
where to place you. When you e
that yon belong to the church. of C ¢ the
which, is the same,,.the church. of.ChnSﬂ’urch,
want to' knaw. to what. branch: of.the ¢ hen
or what denomination you. belong: -
you tell them.you.don't. belong;to a.n}} Christ
Ination,, but. simply to the. church: 0% habitd”
they are nnable: ta give.you:a- * the
tion and'a pame.’ Yet this 1S

o )
one. of

P
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simplest things in all the world. This was
precisely the positionof the first Qhristians.
They were Christians, or .disciples -of Christ,
and they “were not anything .else, .and -they
did not belong to-anything-else. . In:this con-
sisted -their unity.” And here we have the
key that unlocks .the prpblem .of .Christian
unity. It is .to ‘be Christians only.. Not
Roman .Catholics, Eplscqpalians, Presbyter-
jans, Wesleyans .or Baptists, but - Christians
only. Drop all that is human out of the
denomination and you;haye .2 church that s
simply Christian. 1t is.in this- way, .and in
this way only, that the much.desired .unity of
the churches will be brought about. The

uarrel among the churches is.not on.account
of differences as to New Testament teaching
and practice, but on account of what men
have added thereto by their creeds and con-
fessions of faith. The way to bring about
unity is for all who love the Lord Jesus
Christ to repudiate:the merely .human in our
modern Christianity and to insist on being
known as Christians only.

A Story of Six. Dollars.

Eighteen years ago a Home -missionary,
riding to ‘a distant’ appointment, met -an
earnest young ‘man who had ‘prepared "him-
self for college, but saw no way‘to go. The
preacher encouraged him, ‘and runmming over

the account -of his ‘probable-earnings -and

expenses, prophesied a-sufficient-savingin-the
intervening weeks:to justify'a'beginning. Just
at Christmas :time the young man came ‘te
the preachertosay that ithe undertaking -was
hopeless: The 'mill wherehe had been work-

ing had shutdown ; :therehad:been unlocked- -

for expenses;; hehad barelyenoughleft-after
buying his:clothes to -pay ihis railroad fare.
But the preacher, :undaunted, said, “{If you
really mean business, go thome, jpack your
trunk, comeback and stay with me to-morrow
night, and the next day.start for college. 1
can fit you aut with second-hand text:books;
I can get you free tuition, and .I will lend you
six dollars for.your first. month’s board.

The young man accepted the offer. Then
the preacher's wife asked, “ Where are you
to get the six dollars 7" fetas

“I ‘have one dollar,” said the minister,
‘“‘and T shall find (he rest somehow."

. In the post-office that day was a letter, and
In the Jetter a five-dollar bill from a remote
place where the preacher occasionallypreached.
be woman who.sent it said that as she was
making up ‘her ‘Christmas gifts she -wished to
ShQW her gratitude for the occasional
religious services which had been so helpful
a reminderof days back'East. The preacher
very rarely received :suchgifts. He went
h°mle, and:said to ihis wife* ¢ : it

‘It is:a special ;providence; ! ear. Itiis
F’Eacﬂ}"'thes?sum «ge Jacked.” mgmd iboth re-
Joiced when next daythey placed the money
In the hand (of!the young man and saw him
°n,1l‘ge train. yoh

e story of that young man’s education.
would be f)t'lll «of l-intg:'cst.g He sawed -wood
uring the school year, and worked as a
Carpenter during vacation. Hethen gradua_te.ﬂ.
ome time afterthe ‘preacher wasin amother
and distant field, His work necessitated a
Weekly .drive of mineteen miles and back

S S
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Berossibleak;prairies, |
: ‘?IPfiﬂ_?l\Was - dollafsi.e needed.a:fur robe.
Will consider it .overnight;” sai
.%re?cher,. for he did not ,hase t;ixs?i:)dllz:?se.
3 ﬂlilc :flmlllés;val{d home,he-gtopped. atithe post-
s ound.a letter from his friend, the
graduate, who had warked llate in .the fall .to
clear upall college. debts before.going on.into
his future.duties. In the.letter were .the.six
.dollars,

“ Another providence, my dear!" cried the
F;eazhgx_:, agr he ihl('iew the warm fur robe
'round his wife. And they kne!
thanked God for it all. ARt toggther 4z

In time the 'home missionary was called to
a larger church, where no cold drive was
-necessary, and the fur robe was stored in the
attic. But oneday-there came ‘a requestifor
articles ‘needed by a preacher with two
appointments, ‘miles ‘apart, in a cold and
thinly ‘settled region. Then ‘the robe ‘came
down from the attic, and ‘was 'packed in ‘the
barrel with the other warm articles. “Our
six dollarsiis still drawing jgood -interest,” the
preachersaid,

From the Field

The field is the world.—Matt. 13 : 38
-103

Tasmania

‘HoBArT~—On [June z6th a farewell :social was held
‘in ‘the Hdbart rohapel ito 'say farewdll to John Orr,
"Rhodes :Scholar :for Tasmania . ifor ithe year 1g9o5.
Joseph :Adams, senr., occupied the chair,-andon be-
thalf of the church :presented :Bro.‘Orr iwith ‘a pair of
gold sleevelinks, «composed of block on :oneside 'with
recipient’s initials embossed thereon, and mmp of
‘Tasmania ionthe other. The chairman and others
wished our brother further-success-in-his'new sphere.
The chapel was beautifully decorated, and asplendid
programme given.

New Zealand

.OnrisTcRURCH.—To add ‘to the comfort ‘of our
chapel during “the-wirter months we ‘have lately in-
stalled 'two ' gas ‘heaters. Tast night's quarterly
ibusiness ‘meeting was one of ‘the ‘most ‘pleasant and
\best attended we-have'had for some time. J. Rhbind
and J. ‘Gall were -appointed deacons. It'wa's an-
nounced ‘that ‘the ‘Sisters' Sewing Bee, which in ‘the
past has chiefly-devoted itsel to raising funds for the
liquidation of the building debt, is ?bouHo -edlarge
iits sphere df ‘usefulness by undertaking dorcas w:ork,
and will infuture be known ius 1the Dorcus ‘Society.
The church .seems \determined ' ito 'encourage this
practical Christian workall it can,'and will devote a
Lord's ‘day morning collection to the -purchnse_ of
material. We are glad ‘to repart one confession
recentlyiat Dorham-st., and oneat St. Alban's. 'Bro.
Langford has:been-asked torcarry on the-gxuchlng at
Durham:st, indefinitdly, and the gospsl meetings
there have brightened up considerably. The attend-
ance at St. Alban's is also encouraging.

July 20. G.PP.

Soutn DuNepIN.—Last Friday evening a social
was held “in ‘the chapel to wish God-speed to S. J.
Mathison; who is leaviog to take up evangelistic
work with the Home Mission ‘Executive,'S.I. District.

The gathering was a large one, its special featuré
being the large number of brethren present from
sister churches. T, M. Turner and J. Inglis Wright
gave short addresses, in which they impressed upon
‘those who were remaining behind the extra responsi-
bility resting upon them. During the evening the
opportunity was taken to band “to Bro. Mathison a
purse of'sovereigns as a 'mark‘of appreciation in ‘a2

-small measure of his services in the past. THis

evening S. J. Mathison'preached his farewell address,
at.the conclusion of which'we'had ‘the joy of witness-

iing two young:women 'come ‘forward and ‘make the

good confession.

July 16, K. H. KIFPENBERGER.

OaMaru.—We have‘had a visit from'S. J. Mathi-
son, who spoke-acceptably at the prayer meeting, and
also ata gospel service. Good meetings continue, J.
R. Clarke preaching. H. R. Urquhbart visited us and
gave an‘exhortationon*** Overcoming." The business
meeting-was'held this week. The secretary reported
21 additions for -quarter; losses, 5; present member-
ship, 151,

July 16. Ww. K.

Queensland

BrissaNE.—On July 16 the right hand of fellow-
ship and welcome was extended .o a young lady who
was recently immersed by J.\Colbourne,and on Lord’s
day, July 23, three were received into the church by
letter fromithe church at iLismore. During the past
fortnight two.of our aged imembers have ‘been called
to their rest, W. Hope and Sister Garthsides, bothof
whom were received into the church during the
ministry ‘of W. T, Clapham, our latebrother:being
previously connected with the Baptists, and ‘our Sister
Garthsides, being convinced -of the truth ‘asiit lisin
Christ Jesus, was immersed'by Bro.-Clapham on Feb,
10, 1897. Owing to theage of our late sister, she was
unable to attend ‘our meetings, but evinced.great in-
terest in the church wup to the last. At her decease
she had reached the ripe age of 84 years. May her
reward be great. Our Bro. Hope at one time took an
active part in our prayer meetings, but recently,
owing to bodily infirmity, was unable so to do. He
leaves a widow to mourn ‘her loss. His age was 72
at the time of his decease. We pray that our
heavenly Father will comfort the bereaved ones.

July 23. AS.W.

o

West Australia

FREMANTLE.—Work moving along steadily ‘here,
Bro. Smedley speaking to good audiences. At the
conclusion® of ‘service last Lord's day evening our
hearts were gladdened ‘by one man making the good
confession.

July 26. J-V.

NorTH PErRTH,—Bro. Cumming delivered a power-
ful address to-night ; at the close, five came forward
and made the good confession. It is now twelve
months since the work was started at North Perth,
Bro. Cumming has preached continuously since
Christmas, with the exception of four Sunday nights
during the mission conducted by Bro. Hagger. The
additions to the church for the last six months have
been by faith and obedience, twenty-three, and by
letter, four; against (this we have lost one, by letter to
Subiaco. Total membership at the end of June,
thirty-eight. Last Thursday evening we held a social
to commemorate our anniversary. A capital pro-
gramme was provided. The occasion was taken to
present Bro. Cumming with a Bible, as a token of




]
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appreciation for his preaching services, which he had

so willingly given.

July 23. S.S.M.

—0

Victoria

WEDDERBURN.— Very successful anniversary ser-
vices were held last week. On Lord's day, 16th, A.
W. Connor addressed the church in the morning, and
spoke to large audiences in the afternoon and evening.
He conducted gospel meetings on Monday and Tues-
day evenings, and again on Thursday. We were also
favored with a visit from Miss Olive Symes, of
Harcourt, who delighted all with her sweet singing.
The tea-meeting on Wednesday was a pronounced
success, over 180 sittiog down to tea, while at the
after meeting there was a great crowd, many being
unable to gain admittance. C. McDonald occupied
the chair. The principal item on the programme
was a cantata, * Faith, Hope and Love," rendered by
about forty members of the Bible Scheol, who had
been trained by Miss Holland, ably assisted by Miss
F. Treble as organist. Bro, Connor gave an effective
address.

July 24. R.G.C.

Hawrnons.—The members and friends of the
Hauthorn charch at a social meeting held on Thurs-
day evening, the 27th July, tendered a very hearty
welcome to Bro. and Sister Greenwood, who are
taking up the work bere. The anniversary of the
Hawthorn church also being celebrated at the same
time, a large and representative gathering was present
and much appreciated the programme of short
addresses and choral items rendered. W. Hunter
occupied the chair, and A. B. Maston and J. T. T,
Harding occupied seats on the platform and assisted
in extending the welcome to Bro. Greenwood. The
following brethren also tock part:—W. H. Bardwell,
who gave a short and interesting sketch of the church
progress; Joseph Collings, representing the S.5.; R.
H. Bardwell, the Mutual Improvement Society and
Choir; J. W. Marrows, the Y.P.S.C.E; and Bro.
Black, the members and friends. Bro. Greenwood
evidently keenly appreciated the warm welcome he
received, and held out such hope of building up the
church here that every one went away filed with
desire to assist him in every possible way in the work
for which he is so eminently fitted.

July 28. W. PLUMMER.

McLBoURSE (Swanston-st.).—The Harward and
Pittman mission closed last Friday evening. We had
a splendid time and 1x additions to our membership.
The educational value to ovr own members, young
and old, and those outside who have been attending
the meetings for some time, was very valuable. The
church is under obligation to Bren. Harward and E.
W. Pittman for their efficient service, and also to
Sidney Pittman for his assistance as organist during
the whole mission. A social meeting of members of
the church was held on Friday, at the close of the
preaching service, when Bro. Dunn, Bro. Meldrum
and others expressed the thanks of the cburch to
Bxen'. Harward and Pittman, and best wishes for suc-
cess in the mission about to be held with the church at
North Carlion. Last Sunday evening Bro Meldrum
began a series of 6 addresses on ** Great Reformers,"
the first being on * John Wycliffe, the Morning Star
of the Reformation.”” Good atlendance.

MinpLE PArk.—An interesling ceremon
in connection with our church in Samrd’;;v :e:ie:;
last, a:t the residence of Sister Lewis, when Brethren
Meekison, McKean, Martin and Brigden baptised
Mr. Lewis, who has for some months p"lpbeen
suffering from a form of paralysis. Bro, Lewis has

THE AUST

on account of his
and on the evening
from a friend the

in his mind
latterly been distnrbec.l
previous neglect of this ordinance,

d
tioned our bretbren procx{re :
;::::l of a very large bath, which was placed in Bro.

Lewis' room, aod filled with warm water, x: .\vhxcget:e
was immersed. This service bas removgd is anx fo):‘
and brought him peace, and lhedchrl:t:i; S:Say;:i i
ery. There were goo al
::r:ei:vaz evening services last Lord.'s day. A; ‘::e
evening service, Bro. Meekison speaking, one ¥ g
man made the good confession. [sM
July 31. .M.
KeraNG.—Fine meetings last Lord's day at Kerang
East and here. Sisters Bertram and Bensc{n of
Bendigo were present. Baptised two young ladies.
July 26. ARTHUR ANDBRSON.'
RICEMOND (Balmain-st.).——Two baptised iPto Christ
last week, and two more confessed Christ. 01.!1'
motto, ¢ Each member work and pray for ten,” Is
already bearing fruit, and great results are expected
from our tent mission in September.
July 31. P. . P
NorTH RicamoND.—Good meeting Jast Sunday
evening, when B. J. Cox preached his farewell address.
At the close a married woman made the good con-
fession. J. W. McCallum will take up the preaching
in this place on Sunday next.

Aug. 6. A. MUNRO.

New South Wales

Rooxwoop.—Last Monday we held our first cottage
meeting at the residence of Bro. and Sister A. Lar-
combe, abont 24 being present. We are now busily
engaged in preparing for the coming mission, which
we commence on September 10. Good meetings on
Sunday. Bro. Mitchell from West Australia gave a
splendid address at the morning service. We also
had Bro. Moore from Victoria present with us on
Sunday night.

July 24.

A, ALLEN.

0

South Australia

Miranc.—Since last report six have received the
right hand of fellowship—Sister Miss Wells, who
was immersed by Bro. Wilson, and five additions by
letter, namely, R. Burns, junr., from the church at
Unley; Bro. and Sister D. Griffen and Daisy Griffen,
from the church at Hindmarsh; and a brother who
‘met with us some years ago and has been restored.
Sister Mrs. H. Goldsworthy, who was formerly a
member of Grote-st., has received her transfer to the
church here. G. Wilson, of Hindmarsh, has been
laboring here for six weeks, and is continuing until
the end of the month.

July 21.

SHG.
York.—We have just celebrated our 21st church
anniversary, Special services were held for 10 even-
ings. Lords day, July 16, H. J. Horsell presided, at
11 am, and A. T. Magarey, who gave the first exhor-
tation 21 years ago, gave a nice address. At 2.30 the
Sm}day School scholars rendered a service of song
entitled *' Singing Joe.” At 6.30 F, Pittman preached
the g.ospel. Monday evening, Sunday School demon
stration.  W. C. Brooker presided, J. W, Cosh gav;
an zddreas.' Reports were presented and there was
special singing. Tuesday, Temperance evening, W
Jeanes chairman. T. Adcock, secty. of S.A. All.iance.
gave a splendid address. A number of members fro ;
Temperance societies wore their regalia. Wednesdam
{.nerary and Ambulance demonsiation, Seve! yi
#ems were nicely rendered, and the Ambulance pupriTa
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did credit to themselves and their instructor, Thur
day was a big night. Some 170 limelight views ‘Ve:-
shown with reference to the history of the Churcl:
here. W.C. Brooker was the lecturer, and did his
part well. Mr. Miners kindly manipulated the lan.
tern. Friday, C. E. night. H. J. Horsell presided
A male choir of about thirty gave several selecu‘,u;
in fine style, and Mr, Benkers, Congregationa]
preacher, delivered a stirring address. This meetip
was panicularly for young men. The meelingi
throughout the week were splendidly attended, anq
on Sunday and Thursday evenings the place was
packed. Second week.—Lord’s day, July 23, Aty
a.m. W. Brooker presided, and T. H. Brooker ex-
horted the church. At z 30 F. Wickes gave aa illus.
trated address from “Consider the Lilies,” etc, and as
he did so, painted Christ and the lilies upon the wall,
It was really splendid, and will live long in our mem-
ories. H.] Horsell preached in the evening. Mon-
day and Tuesday evenings were gospel services, F,
Pittman and H. J. Horsell being the preachers. Both
services were well attended. Wednesday, 26th, a
children's tea from 4 to 5, and tea for adults 5.30t0 7,
when we had record attendances. Public meeting at
7.30. Great meeting indeed. W. Burford was chair-
man. Addresses were delivered by F. Pittman, J,
Fischer, T. J. Gore, B. W. Huntsman, A. M. Lud-
brook, A. C. Rankine and H. ]. Horsell. W. C.
Brooker presented the secretary's report, touching
upon the work for the past 21 years up to the present
time. A beautiful ** souvenir booklet " has been issued,
the work of our secretary and E. Black, illustrating
faces of 4 foundation members, past and present evan-
gelists, groups of various societies in connection with
the church and views of local interest. These are
being sold at 6d. each. Our choir and male quartet
must be mentioned for their excellent work all the
year round ; also N. Hewitt, who conducted service of
song, and Sisters Norman and Ford as pianist and
organist respectively. Altogether we had a most suc-
cessful time, and our coming of age has produced a
marked effect upon the people around. May it prove
but the foretaste of good things to come.

July 28. H. J. HORSELL.

Goorwa.—On July the 1gth a welcome social was
tendered to G, S. Benuett in the Institute Hall, which
was nicely decorated by some of the members. J. M.
Gordon presided over a large meeting. A. 'W. Pearce,
of Point Sturt, also spoke in high esteem of Bro.
Bennett. During the evening, Sister M. K. Kemp
favored us with two solos, and Miss E. White with

-one. Bro. Bennett in reply thanked all the kind

friends who had helped to make the evening S0
pleasant, and also assured them that in anything they
took up for the good of the place they would always
find in bim a willing helper. - At the close of the
meeling a good supper was partaken of by nearly 8
present.

July 22, J.E.S.
York.—Splendid meetings to-day- geveral who
Welcome 10

have been sick were present again.
Lord's table was given to Sisters Mauger (Norwoo |'
Simons (Unley) and Sister Mrs, Horsell of Stratha®
byn. At the conclusion of the gospel service & yours
woman confessed her faith in Christ.

July 30. H, J FIoRSELL:

Here and T_bg{‘i,

Heye a littls, there a little.——TIsaiah 28 10
e Qe

n
A young lady decided for Christ at Prabra® 2
Sunday night,
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£100 required for S.A. Home Missions
pefore Conference.

A.J. Saunders from W. A. spoke at Enmore on
Sunday morning. Bro. Chandler was also present,

Coolgardie (W.A ) mission is being well attended ;
three confessions and one baptised believer added up
to July 23.

H. G. Harward would like to obtain a copy of the
Haley-Butchers debate.  If any person can supply
this, write to 253 Rae-st., Nth. Fitzroy.

Bros. Saunders, Moore, Mitchell and Chandler left
Sydney on Monday for the United States, where they
expect to study in some of our Colleges,

During the Jast fortnight there have been 9 addi-
tions to the church at Hawthorn—8 by letter and 1,
a young sister, by confession and baptism. The
gospel meetings are showing a very satisfactory
increase in attendance.

The Building Committee responsible for the en-
]aégement of the Enmore Tabernacle presented its
report at a business meeling of the church on Wed-
pesday last. The report was adopted, and the Com-
mittee thanked for its work

The secretaries of S.A. churches are reminded of
the statistics they were asked to forward for Confer-
ence report. Several have not yet complied and the

time is up for recciving same. We do not want to’

publish 1904 figures. Hurry along, secretaries,

A number of Bro. Bull's friends in Wellington felt
they could not let him leave for the new field of labor
without some tangible proof of their affection and
esteem, so they hastily agreed to make a contribution,
and before his departure he was the happy recipient
of a number of sovereigns.

A New South Wales brother writes:—' Inclosed
you will ind my subscription (10/-) for this year; he
would be a lame man who would expect the paper for
any less sum, for I am sure it is about the best got up
and mo:t readable of all church papers which I am
taking, and I am subscribing for six in all.” This is
the kind of thing which cheers up an editor.

Speaking at T. J. Bull's farewell at Wellington, W
F, Isett, secretary of the N,Z. Alliance, in referring
to our preachers, said that while he sometimes had
anxiety as to whether new preachers coming to
neighboring churckes would be hot or cold on the No
License question, he invariably found that the
preachers of the churches of Christ were staunch No
License men.

The Sydney Daily Telegraph of July 29 says:—'' The
public welcome on Thursday evening to Mr. John
Siog, who has been appointed Chinese missionary in
Sydney, was marked by a tea and subsequent public
meeting in the church of Christ, Campbell-strget.
The function was under the auspices of the Foreign
Missionary Society. Addresses of welcome were
delivered by several Chinese Christians.”

FOREIGN MISSION FUND,
Subscriptions and donations thankfully re-
ceived and acknowledged by the Treasurer for

Federal Committee—
RoBERT LYALL.

39 Leveson-st,, N, Melb., V.

i Foolscray School was visited on July 16th. There
S an average attendance of 160. Bro. Aitken, the
“'Pel'lnlendenl, has occupied that position fqr some
years as many an office in church and School is held,
w6 till the brother better qualified comes along.

Ose better men are hard to find. A. Easton is the
Secrelary, and looks after his business well. The
teachers have good attention; the singing is good,
ccompanied by the organ; a well attended Bible

ass is conducted by A. R. Main. This School
should be factor towards righteousness in the Man-
chester of Victoria.—B,].K., S.5.U. Visitor.
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YICTORIAN MISSION
FUND.
Church, Lygon-st,, per Sister Hinze “ 8 8
" Mite Boxes, per Sister

E. Jane
Church,Chelt el ot
Char Li?li;uul:;am...pcrsisterGouldthorpe 1 2 6
Churg}:, Kaniva ., x e ; g g
m. Tyrie, Green's Creek x
R. Oliver, Fernihurst ¢ R ; Ig o
H. Pang., 0 Io0 g

M. McLellan, Sec @ W igi
1 (4 ] . Ca
123 Rathdown~strcet. 263 ff‘é‘f;lei;z;i.a,s"
Carlton. Melbourne.
FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

VICTORIA,
Doncaster

v . o f1
Doncaster has already contributed this A

year £12/10/- to support Bro. i i
Church, Po/lkt{mmelppcr p fbah = In-d.m

[}

Church, Williamstown ; cx, g

Isolated Member, Bullarto o 2 3

‘Wm. Tyrie, Green’s Creek & 1 0 0
TASMANIA.

Church, New Ground 4 276
Church, St. Helen's o Xoig N0
QUEENSLAND,

Church, Gympie ~e 118
School, Gympie o 4

k NEW SOUTH WALES,
Church, Wagga .. 0 «w 0 9 0
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.
S.A. Committee, per Thos. Colebatch
ROBERT LvALL, Treas.,
39 Leveson-st., N. Melb.

..100 0 ©
F. M. LubBRroOK, Sec.,
21 Collins-st., Melb.

Coming Events

AUGUST 6 & 8.—Collingwood Sunday School
Anniversary., Sunday, 3 o'clock, J. W. Northey;
7, H. Swain, Tuesday, Grand Public Demonstration
by Children, Chairman, E. T. Penny. Special
Singing by Children. E. A. PaynE, Sec.

AUGUST 6 & 9.—Williamstown Church of Christ
Sunday School, Third Anniversary Services. August
6—Afternoon at 3, A. L. Gibson; Evening at 7,
H. G. Peacock. August g—Musical Entertainment.
Splendid Programme, Action Songs, Solos, etc., by
the Scholars. Collection at each meeting.

KUGUST 6 & 9.—South Yarra (Cliff-st) Church
and S.S. Anniversary. Sunday Morning, R. Camp-
bell Edwards; 3 p.m., F. M. Ludbrook; 7, E. J.
Waters. Wednesday, 7.45, Grand Public Demonstra-
tion. Grand Singing by Scholars; Quartettes, Dia-
logues, etc. Free. Chairman, E. ]J. Waters.

FOR SALE.

Bayswater. 27} Acres, 14 of Orchard. Nice patch
Oranges and Lemons. Rest in crop and grass. A
good Brick Villa, 6 rooms and ‘kilchen._oulbmldlngs
and Stables, on Main Road, 1§ miles Station, A good

d nice living. Terms.
Pras = Tros. CLEMENTS, Bayswater.

OLIVER D. SNOWDEN,

BRO!DMH&DOWS FARM DAIRY.

RY,
Fergle Btreet, North Fltzroy.
A livered twice dally in Fitzroy, North Fitzroy,
Clmgﬁ !?l‘llllxka:; goe:lhcote. Post cards promptly attended to,

ATERER
E. T.1TUCKER 2RI i, 5 eranran
Picnics and Tea meetings catered for. Bread r}ehverAeﬂ
to South Yarra, Armadale, Malvern and Sl.ledda.d )
goods first quality. Postcards promptly attended to.

- Gartshore)
SappLE, HARNE-S AND COLLAR
Tel. 2378. MANUFACTURERS.

th St. (op. Austral Publishing Co),
sk North (Mclboumc.

Collars a Specialily. J. PATERSON. ].C. ApbIs,

THE GLORY SONG.

The Great Torrey-Alexander Mission Hymn.
Phonograph Record of this great song with Qrga:}
Accompaniment, price 1/6 each, posted 2/-. Listo

rds Free.
Othc"(:.sg‘;el‘;gegooo" 196 Russell-street, Melbourne.

GREGG & PATERSON _ (lat

Bismark H. Engel, L.D.S,,

SURGEON DENTIST,
Late of Heath and Kernot,
132 HIGH ST., WINDSOR.
Teeth extracted painlessly. Crown and bridge work
and gold fillings a speciality:

Established 1891, Telephone 3497.
STIMSON & FIRTH,
Growers' Agents,

FRUIT EXCHANGE OF N.S.W.,
Off Bathurst Street, Sydney.

Account Sales promptly rendered. Correspondence Invited,
Interstate Fruits a Specialty.

A FREE GIFT.

THE _RAPID REGKONER

SEXND us at once the Names axd Ad.
dreszes of at least Plve Bufferers

TaYy ; only mentiou this paper and send us
) the five names and addrcsses, and you will
receive the Wonderful Puszle, Then when
any one of the Five Ilheumatlc Sufferers
'/ named by you onlers from ts Wright's
Rheumatic Remedy, the Celebrated Cana~
dian Care, wo will present you with the
Rapld Reekoner culatiog Machine
~ absolutely free and carriage pald. The
s ‘B‘;n;ld Bulk:‘x:r will -a]ruhla ou to maks
e most cate cal ons
GIVEN AWAY.  INGTANT, add, sabtract, multiply or
diride, without the [bllity of error. Like most clever inventions,
the ‘xnpld Reckoner ls very simple, It cannot get out of order, and it can
y insfew We give a printed and
signed iﬂ;rntn that Wright's Bheamatic Remedy will care any
case of Rheumatism, Bclatiea, Lumbago or Kidney Troubles, and
o 6 money in full,
One month's treatment 8. 6d., carrlage pald. Send for particulars, '

The Unlon Mfg, & Agency Co,, ™ *=¢ 204 Soltas Stceot,

Prahran Dairy.

J. SHINKFIELD,
Registered Dairyman, 9 Wattle St., Prahran.

Purity and Cleanliness Guaranteed. Pure Milk
delivered twice daily to all Suburbs. Post Cards
promptly attended to.

RUBBER TYPR

Office Printing Outfits

No. o has 83 letters, 2 sets
numbers, spaces, all punctua-
tion marks, tube of Ink, pad,
tweezers, and typeholder;
complete, in neat box. Price,
only 1/3, post free to any ad-
dress.

No, 2 has 5 Capltal and 5
Small letters of principal let-
ters, required sets of other letters, al:o numbers, punctuation
marks, and spaces in divisisn box. E.ch outhit comprises com-
plete alphabets (capltals and small), &c., as above, solid 1ubber
type, by the best maker In the wo:li; one patent Eacelsior sclf-
in'glng stamp pad, one typeholder, hold ng three lines of type for
stamping, one palr of tweezcrs, for placing type in holder, com-
plete, In neat box, only 4,6 p. st free. ¢

No. 3.—Same style as above, but larger size of type, larger
pad and holder for four lin- s of t?ve. Price, only 5/6 po.t free.

These outfits are far cheaper than a set rubber stamp, which
can only print the one thing. You can use the outfits for all pur-
poses, such as pro, mes, vis.ting cards, address on biliheads,
window price tickets, and for stamping linen, &c. Asa “spelling
object lesson ™ for children they are un:xiue. Address Orders—
S'ilAR NOVELTY COMPANY (Dept. L) 229-231 Collins St.,
Melbourne. Box 466, G.P.O.

‘qedzi

: ;i Tﬁl xw G2y

‘““RAJAH GOLD " NAME BROOCHES,
ppear like solid gold. Good pins

g:ln‘xl;?r.o.:'xwz( e!mcl‘i:xduded) BRXORA%
each; any 4 names for 5/-» Postfree anywhere. Make
a club ot 4, and send 5/- postal note for any & names
you'll certainly be pleaged with them. Al“llp.&
& rush, order at oncs. (Mention this paper.)
STAR NOYELTY COMPANY,
239-331 Colllng Street, AMelbourne

"1od *yon] poos) ‘1oyolN

engraved witho-t extra chaige

oy "oy
‘Aqeg ‘piedsy ‘1ION-IIN 199101

Any motto of not more than 12 letters

Printed and Published by The Austral Publishing
Co., 528-530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.
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o .Christian F.ndeavor

“For Christ and the Church’

All correspondenceforgthis departmen

Winsomeness.
Topic for Aug. 21.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS AND READINGS.
1Cor. 13: 4-7

Winsomeness: its nature B il
S le om. 15: 1-

::: :::t?:}::t ok 1.John 4: 7-11

Its fruit ... s Jude 22-25

Its law ... 2'Cor. 3: 1-18

Its reward ose | PROYS ;; 2371351
Prov. 15.: 13-15

Topio.—'fhe::stsy of wintome- _' 17: 223 1 Cor. 9:

(18-22

= ouLs have to be won ; and this requires a

S winning way—a kind of winsomeness—in

‘those who seek them.” Stalker's words

suggest the subject of this topic. Itisnot
merely a desirable and beautiful trait that we are
to consider, but a quality that helps in the great
work of saving men.

Who will define winsomeness, analyse it, tell us
exactly what it is and how to cultivate it? You can
tell when a person has this grace; but it is almost
impossible to say wherein the charm lies. One
person attracts; another, apparently cqually good,
pious and zealous, rather repels: why ?

“The camellia,”” writes one, ‘*is a beautiful
flower, but the camellia growing in the Queen's
royal gardens can never take rank with that queen
of all flowers, the rose, though it be blown in the
humblest peasant’s yard—it has not the fragrance.
God might have made the flower without fragrance;
the sky without the beauty of gold, vermillion and
safiron and its rainbow of promise ; the bird’s wing
without its rich plumage and its little throat with-
out sweet song; the diamond without its sparkle—
and so he might have made you and me, and every
Christian, without that sweet fragrance, beauty,
music and sparkle of love ; but the truth is he has
not done it. Every step in the progress of a Chris-
tian ought to be marked by gentleness, sweetness,
patience, compassionateness, forbearance, overflow-
ing love.”

Drummond tells of a young girl whose perfect
grace of character was the wonder of all who kneyy
her. She wore on her neck a gold locket avhich no
one was ever allowed to open. One day, in a
moment of unusual confidence, one of her com-
panions was allowed to touch its -spring and learn
its secret. She saw written: these “words, *“* Whom
having not scen, I love.” That was the secret of
her beautiful life. Her conversation was with him
who i? in heaven, and she was **.changed into the
same image."’

The Saviour himself is our great cxemplar as a
soul-winner. How winsome the manner of Jesus
must have been! The children were attracted ; the
common people gladly heard him ; mon and women
sunk in sin came eagerly ta him. How often are
good men so austere andforbidding that those who
have fallen are, as it were, warned off. Without
condoning one single sin, Jesus attracted to himself
the sinners, whom he loved.

We do notas a rale think of Paul as a very
winsome person Yet he was a great soul-winner,

' Conducted by A. R Main

¢ should be addressed to 8 Leslie St., Auburn.

He inspired such love that some for his sake would

have plucked out their very eyes; others, hc saldi
on his behalf * laid down their own ncc!xs. Pau
helps us to understand one thing, that \'\'msomcn.css
is not softness or effeminacy : it is not mcempnhblc
with strength, robustness of character, with stern-
ness on occasion.

Our whole manner, our appearance, our faces,
should certainly be witnesses of our Christianity.
A few years ago a Japanese came to Dr. Leighton
Parks, in Boston, and said, ** Sir, can you tell me
where to find the beautiful life 2’ Dr. Parks learned
that he had lived in a boarding-house in San Fran-
cisco with a man whose life had been so unselfish
and sunny and helpful that this Japanese had named
it “ the beautiful life,”” and yearned to possess it.

No winsome person is there who is not himself
happy and cheerful. No pessimist ever was win-
some, no grumbler. A winsome person counts his
blessings, *‘ magnifies life’s joys.”” In one of his

letters the poet Southey tells of a Spaniard who

always in eating cherries put on his spectacles that
they might appear larger and more tempting; and
Southey says he in like manner made the most of
his enjoyments and packed away his troubles into
as small a compass as he could.

Our reading from Corinthians emphasises the
need of ‘tact and skill in winning men. Tact is
really ““ touch.”™ “‘Avisitor to a glass manufactory
saw a man moulding clay into the great pots which
were to be used in shaping the glass. Noticing
that all the moulding was done by hand, he sait-to
the workman, ‘Why don’t you use a tool to help
you shape the clay 2’ The workman replied, * There
is no tool that can do this work. We have tried
different ones, but somehow it needs the human
touch.”””  Tact in soul-winning is simply this
necessary human touch. One young Scottish student
was asked how he became a Christian. He replied,
*“It was the way Mr.Drummond laid his hand on
my shoulder and looked me in the face that led me
to Christ."’

The soul-winner, A. C. Dixon notes, must impress
sinners with the fact.that he is genuine, that there
is no sham about:him or ‘his -religion. There is
little winsomeness about a fraud. Spurgeon tells
how Charles Dickens was kept from becoming a
Spiritualist. He went ito a seance and asked for
the spirit of Lindley Murray. When the spirit in

due time appeared, Dickens asled,

" Ar g
Lindley Murray 2" g

i The spirit replied, 1 are.”
Dickens at once knew it was a fraud, for Lindley
Murray would have used good grammar, ;

Thoughts.

A child of God should be a vj
and happiness and a [ivin
and adoration.—C. H. Spt

sible beatitude for joy
g doxology for gratitude
irgeon.

A lovely heart exhales sw

eet od i
alabaster box ; it rs like” an

a pours forth joy like a sweet harp -
;Fkﬂashcs‘ beauty like a casket of gems; it chcc[:s'
the a winter fire; it carries sweet stimulus .Jike
returning sunshine,—N, p, Hillss,

T AR R N T
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Fishing does not mean a gaily-painted bogt and
swallow-tail coat. You want to get your heart o:
the fish and not on yourself.—A. T. Picyso,,.

Winsomeness is a matter of the heart, not of the
face, just as two pieces of iron may ook exactly
alike, and only one of them be a magnet.— A yo5 R.
Wells.

There is no other way to win a soul than byaee)
ing in him one whom Christ loves, and whom
Christ, your Saviour, would have you win to him.,—
Munhall.

Men ought to prize the reputation of knowing
how to win young men and clear away thej,
troubles. It is the greatest honor you and | can
enjoy.—Moody.

A man ought to carry himself as an orange-tree
if it could walk up and down the garden, throwing
out perfume from every little censer that iit helds
up to the sky.—Beccher.

Religion:in the Face.

A beautiful story is told of a young lady mission-
ary in Japan, whose peaceful face witnessed for
Jesus.

Miss B—— was travelling by steamer from one
Japanese seaport to another. On the same boat
was a Japanese merchant, whose business anxie-
ties had so worried and annoyed him ‘that he -was
seriously contemplating suicide. He noticed Miss
B—— sitting quietly by, .looking over the water
with such an expression-of peace upon her face:that
he found himself turning to look at her again and
again.

He did not know her, but he sail to-himself, ‘*'It
must be that she is onc of the foreign Christians.
Perhaps itiis something in.her religion that makes
her face so.calm and bright.”

Addressing her with profound respect, ‘he made
known his strange request and :sorrowful reason for
asking the way that gave the:heart a peace'so great
that the face spoke it in every look. .He listened to
Miss B—— as she told him the -gospel story, and it
made such a deepimpressioniupon him that here-
solved to-accept as his own the Saviour ‘whose gift
is peace.

Does your face and'mine bear testimony that we
have ** been with Jesus '">—Western Christian Ad-
vocate.

Only Once.

The bread that bringeth strength.] want to gives
The water pure that bids the thirsty live;

I want to help the fainting day by day :

I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

I want to give the oil of joy for tears,

The faith to conquer crowding doubts and fears,
Beauty for ashes may I give alway :

I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

I want to give good measure running o'er,
And into angry hearts I svant to:pour

The answer soft that turneth wrath away :
I'm sure I shall not pass again this way.

1 want to give to others hope and faith ;
I want to do all that the Master saith;
I want to live aright from day to day :
I'm sure I shall not pass again this way:

. ’ ¢
—Life motto of Editor Iford of th
Youth's Companioti.
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West Awstralian] etter
D. A. Ewers

@Hurch' matters: have been: rather quiet in
ourr State: the last few weeks, Bro..Hagger
Having. closed his work'at Northam has gone
to. Coolgardie;, where he opened a mission on
the 16th. After he has done there he will
conduct a mission-at Kalgoorlie, and then in
September at Maylands, near Perth. This
will, I' suppose, close his work in W.A. Bro,
McCrackett is expected next week, and after
a.welcome meeting on the 27th will at once
proceed' to Kalgoorlie, beginning his work
there'oni the.30th.

We have been losing a few of the workers
from this State. W. L. Ewers left by mail
boat' on the roth for Lexington College of
the:Bible; via England.
he was presented' by the members of the
C.E. Society'and'S:S. teachers with a purse
containing some monsey- to purchase books
for his studies. He also received a.travelling
rug and. travelling bags:-from his fellow em-
ployes: at Albany Bell'ss Henry Louey
was: farewelled’ by the workers of the Chinese
Mission® Class' at a- social on' the 13th. He
goes to China on. a visit.to his relatives, and
hopes to return: within a year. Yesterday
A.. J.. Saunders, after twelve months’
useful’ work at Boulder, left for Melbourne,
o route for Waco University, Texas. Two
more promising young men have thus left
this. State for America and may never return,

Is it not about time something, definite
was done to put our educational work on a
sound  financial footing? To me.this appears

-aboutcthe most pressing need: of our cause in
«tHis: land.
‘fellows'liave gone to America: to- more- fully

Scores of our brainiest young

equips themselves for the ministry of the
gospel, and scores more contemplate: going
in the near future. The great majority will
stay-there, WHhat is wanted'is for some one
to move in this matter by donating a sub-
atantial.cheque-as an example. to other fairly
welltto:do brethiren.. The-scheme-outlinied in
a recent.leading article:in. this paper would

On the day- before,,

- TTTEEEEEE—————s-

glve a good start to the
Pa}'I?S t% ma}i(e the initial ‘:Zl"l,:?
e Pert i
e o L, e vy ms
day, 12th i e ot
Ys  Inst. . On the Sunday, Alan Price
ga;e an Interesting address to’ the scholars
%n on the 12th the scholars rendered the
“%relgn Mlssmp Children’s Day Exercise,
¥ .Iht.a Conquet_mg Christ.” As usual the
ui Idmg was packed, and some late-comers
had' to go away for want of room. All the
items were excellently rendered. W. A.
Sm_xth,. who trained most of.the children in
their dialogues, marching, etc., got a surprise,
when at the close of one of the principal exer-
cises Miss Gladys Little presented him, on
behalf of the other girls in. the piece, with a
very nice album in recognition of his untiring
efforts in preparing them. The singing was
conducted by Albany Bell, the superinten-
dent of the School, who- also presented the
prizes to the successful scholars in the
various classes. Miss Higgs efficiently pre-
sided at the organ, while the writer was
chairman. The assistant secretary, J.

Who is pre-
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Maloney, read the report. I don't remember
the figures, but the School is increasing in
numbers and interest, and' in the near future
we ought to expect several additions to the
church: from this source. 1 may add that the
secretary’s report showed there were 280
scholars, an increase of 44 for the year, and
18 regular teachers, an increase of two, be-
sides superintendent, secretaries, librarian
and treasurer.

Last night a church social was held in
Lake-st. In addition to musical and elocu-
tionary items, we had two half-hour discus-
sions, the speakers being limited to five
minutes each. The t pics were: How to
increase the efficiency of Lord's day morning
service, and How to improve our church
finances. It was a very enjoyable meeting,
and some good things were said.

Lake-st. has sustained a loss in the death
of Mrs. W. Smith, who was formerly a well
known member in'the Ballarat and Swanston-
st. churches. She was called home on the
18th. I will send an obituary notice.

¢ Bethany,"” Palmerston-st., Perth, July 2o.
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The
“Stockfeld” Studio

285 COLLINS ST.,

opp. The Block.
Telephone 3227.

We make cheap exclusive: Furniture of Orig-
inal design, and shall be glad to submit de-
signs in color. Call and Inspect Examples.

Copper Work a speciality.
Classes forming for Repoussé Copper
Work, Drawing, Painting, etc.
R. H. STOCKFELD
Domestic Architect and Designer

VASCO LOUREIRO
Artist- and Designer

Marvellous

Cover.

A lady Expert is ro

Improved
Lack:stitch

ese machines are of superior quality, made by experienced skilled mechanics,
;Ir;hlbe finest and most thogoughly equipped Factory, and offered at Cash Prices
that you cannot overlook, if economy is to be considered. Let it be noted that
the Prices quoted are Distinctly for Cash, and attention is directed to the
marked difference between Time Payment and our Cash Prices. Arrangements
made give us the Sole Right of selling these admirable machines in Victoria.
The machines are
i , perfect stitching. They will sew from the finest muslin to the
g:‘c:::és‘:vt;ﬁlh? as well as evefy conceivable class of Fancy Art Work, Embroidery,
Drawn Thread Work, &c , &c. Have Patent A_utomallc Winder and Solid Walnut
Lowest Cash Prices—Hand Machine, £3/10/-; same Machine with
Treadle, £4/15/-; Machine recommended for Family use, with large Walnut
Table and 4 Drawers, £6/6/-.
Duplicate Parts kept In Stock.

ROBERTSON & MOFFAT,
rigne PRISTER. & ROSSHANN'S

SEWING MACHINES.

fitted with silent cam action, which ensures absolutely

o—

A LADY EXPERT GIVES FREE LESSONS.

Department, and all Purchasers of Machines are given
B L ;l;iseve:;a;oncelvable kind of Art Fancy Work, which this

clever Machine is capable of executing.

Free Tultlon in the];production
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Rachel Sylvestre

Jessie Brown Pounds

CHAPTER XXX.
THE HEAVENLY GATES,

I do not now know how it was, or just
when, that we accepted the fact that Martha
was going to leave us. I am quite sure that
it was Rachel who first mentioned it to me.

«She grows weaker every day,” she said
once, when I inquired for her sister. Shg
will never rally.  Joseph, she is going away.

« Going away!” I repeated, with lips
which seemed to be frozen.

# Going away—to God." i

« Rachel—don’t be so sure! She is so
young—she may get well.” :

«Do you suppose I would be sure, if I
could help it ?" She bent her eyes upon me,
and in them there was the prophecy of a
loneliness almost unendurable. ‘ No woman
could suffer as she does, and go on living
long, unless she was terribly strong, like me.
I could not die of mental suffering, I suppose.
I am like a tree, that gets strong by battling
with the wind. But Martha is like a delicate
flower that has been ground down by some-
body’s heel. It is not possible that she will
ever hold up her head again.”

% She is better suited to heaven than to
earth,” I said, with a feeble attempt at com-
fort for us both.

“Sheis eager to go—so eager that I think
she hastens the time. She is only sorry—
for Ray and me."”

“Oh, Rachel, how can you bear it ?”

“God gives strength. At first I thought
I could not let her go. At times, I feared my
old doubts would eogulf me. But I held on
—just simply held on. And then, I began
to see. I saw that I could never make life
over for my darling. God could, but even
be needed a new world for it, Then I took
my band away, and gave her up to him.”

After this, I could not but notice Martha’s
rapid decline. Each time I saw her she
seemed to ha_ve grown more frail in body,
more heavenlike in spirit. Rachel was right.
She was going away—to God,

What I am to tell you now was told to me
by Stephen. He will not mind my setting
it down, for it is the last scene in that life so
unspeakably dear to us all,

Stephen remained with us during the last
weeks of Martha's life, for his visits were a

A Story of
the Pioneers

f preat comfort to her,'and _he would
;%Lt“:;::ri\fr;e her of them., With him, more
than with any one else, she allowed herself

perfect freedom in the expression of her re-

vious faith; and my brother told me that
t])lfgtlec::l: when he was with her, he felt himself
to be on the very borderland of the upper
country.

One day, when they were alone, she
followed his prayer with a short petition of
her own. She prayed for the salvation of
sinners, for a higher life for Christians;
then, in a trembling voice, she asked God to
make her ready for his presence, and to take
care of Rachel and Ray. She seemed to be
in a kind of ecstacy of happiness and antici-
pation.

Her emotion seemed to exhaust her and
she lay quiet for a time. Then she opened
her eyes and fixed them wistfully upon
Stephen.

“You have been very good to me,” said
she. “I should be glad to think, when I go
away, that you will always be happy.”

“I shall be happy, I believe, Martha—
happy in the work I love.” :

She looked at him curiously. I have a
strange desire to see those I love happy,"”
she said. “I know happiness is not the
highest thing, yet surely we ought not to put
it out of our lives needlessly. Stephen, I
am going to die, and you will let me talk to
you as I could not if I were going to stay
here. Have you ever loved any one—I
mean, in the way people love each other
when they would like to spend their lives
together "

_For answer, Stephen bowed his head upon
his hands and groaned aloud,

““Poor Stephen! I did not mean to hurt
you so. Do—do I know her ?”
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Stephen nodded. ‘ Did Rachel never tel]
ou?” he asked.
y «t is Rachel, then. T thought it was,
No, she never talks .about such things., We
ueV’er chattered foolishness as other girls do.
Perhaps it would have been bgttcr if we had.
But—did you never tell her, St_ephen [

« Many times. I have promised not to do
it any more, for it only brings unhappiness
to us both-”

« Rachel is proud and reserved by nature,
and it could never be easy for her to learn
pow to love. But, can’t you see that if she
ever did care for a manp, it would be more
than any man was ever loved before ?”

Stephen smiled. I bave never doubted
that for one moment,"” he said.

« Listen—I can not talk to her about such
things. It has never been our habit, and
she would guess that I had talked with you.
I may be mistaken in my thought about it,
but I want you to tell her just once more.”

Stephen shrank back. “I can not,
Martha. It will grieve her, and to no
purpose. I have her friendship now. It

has been won through a hard fight, and it is
worth a thousand times more than the love
of any other woman. I can not forfeit it.”

“You will not. Rachel knows that you
are the best man in the world. I told her
the other night tbat you were, and she said
it was true. Such friendship can not bz
forfeited.”

“No, Martbha, I can not speak now. Ifa
promise will comfort you, I will make this
one now : If there should come in the future
a time when I can speak without hurting
Rachel, as I would hurt her now, I will
speak once more. I can not do it yet.”

“But I want you to do it now,” persisted
Martha. ¢ If harm comes, I shall be more
sorry than any one, but something tells me
that you must not wait. Go and find Rachel,
Stephen, She can not be far away. Please
g0 quickly.”

He started out, more because the tension
of his feeling had become too great than be-

_sz}use he really meant to do Martha's bid-
'ding, ‘

In the orchard he found Rachel. She
had a book in her hand, but she was not
reading, and there was upon her face the
look of sadness that she never allowed to
rest there when she was with Martha.

" That look was more than he could bear.
In simple words he told his love, and asked
her to let him try to comfort her. She low-
ered.her head for a moment ; then she raised
er brave eyes to his, the greatest joy of her
life shining through its greatest sorrow.
: “I don't deserve it,” she said humbl)l'.
‘I have been so hard and bitter—I don't
eserve it "

Stephen never told me how he answered.

Presently they went in to Martha. She
Was asleep, and they sat down together be-
Side her, When she awoke, she looked from
One to the other with a question in her eyes.

“Martha,” caid Stephen, gently, *will
you trust me to take care of Rachel 2"

er_happiness was beyond words. She
drew Rachel's face to hers and kissed it.
en she took from her hand an old-fash-
oned cameo ring, ,
» ‘It was my mother’s,” she whispered.
Now it is almost too loose for me to wear,

T EEEE———————————..,

b '
tu:nlfnaiill:ael sPﬁ?%frs Lverd always slimmer
- P on her hand.”
ﬁnSE:_pbelz]n shp.ped the cameo on Rachel’s
hger, t slanlalxséed the firm, slim hand to
: "
said, Solemoly. eath shall us two part,” he
Martha was silent fo
r a moment, as if i
?cep thought. Then she said: “If it isl n:ftl
boc; much to ask, I want to see you married
:e ore I die. Don't be vexed with me for
i]aylng so, Rachel dear; it will make me so
appy to know that Stephen will have the

right to take care of you and Ray. It is the®

only thing that wi i
= now.,g Il make me happier than I

“You will surely live till then, Marth
You are wonderfully bri ) &
Rttt y bright and well to-day,

“When is ‘then'? I mean now—at once.
It would make me <o happy I

It was strange how she dwelt on this word
‘““bappy "—she whose short life had been S0
full of pain.

“Why should we wait, Rachel ?" Stephen
asked. “We are not young any more, and
we know each other.  Martha has spoken
the truth. I ought to have the right to take
care of you."

Why should they wait, indeed? Rachel
had no heart for guests and gowns. There
had been one fine w.dding in the Sylvestre
home, and no one wished to revive the
mockery of it.

I was despatched for Bro.Cady,and at ten
o'clock the next morning, Stephen and
Rachel were married. There were no guests
present except Bro. Cady, my parents and
myself. I think this day was the consum-
mation of many a secret longing on the part
of my dear mother. Even in the days when
she had feared Rachel’s influence over
Stephen, she had loved the girl, and felt that
the two were somehow intended for each
other.

After the ceremony, Stephen and Rachel
knelt together beside Martha's chair. She
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folded their hands together between ber own,
and said tenderly, * God bless you, and
make you very useful together, my dear
brother and sister !"

_ Then she asked my mother, who was hold-
ing little Ray, to put the child in Rachel’s
arms.

“She is yours, dear,” Martha said—
‘““yours and Stephen's., It isn’t often thata
mother can leave ber child and feel so sure
that all is well. She is a little wilful, but
you will understand, and will make a noble
woman of her. If you should sometime feel
like giving her your name, please remember
that it would bave made me very glad. But
tell her about her poor mother, and that she
prayed for ber baby until the last.”

We were all in tears except the speaker.
Her eyes were dry, and heavenly bright.
As she raised them, she caught sight of me,
and I fancy that a great wave of pity came
over her,

““ Let Joseph love Ray a great deal,’ she
said. ‘ Ray is very fond of Joe."

She had not used this little nickname since
our childhood. It was the last word I ever
heard her speak. The strain was too great,
and I slipped away to be alone.

Stephen and Rachel carried her to her
bed. She never lelt it, though she lived for
nearly a week after this. During this time
she seemed to be conscious, although she
seldom spoke, and never expressed a wish of
any kind. All the eagerness of the past few
weeks was gone. The things for which she
had continued to live were accomplished,
and she was done with life.

One evening, just at sunset, she opened
her eyes and looked into the radiant west.

¢ Ah!" she said, ‘“it is sweet to die when
the sun is going down."

Rachel bent over her in sudden appre-
hension.

¢« Kiss mel" Martha whispered.

The kiss was given quickly, but none too
soon; already the dear lips were turning cold.

The most Delicious

of all cocoas.

“ A perfect beverage,
combining Strength,
Purity and Solubility."—

Medical Annual,
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EDWARD &. OWEN,
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Millsom's Wonderful Chronic Deaf
Discovery. (By Royal Letters Patent.)

Cured himself after being 43 years deaf, and has cured

many others. No operations and no medical contriv-

ances. Write for full particulars and references 1o the
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AIRLIE AVENUE, ARMADALE,
VICTORIA.

ESTABLISHED 1890,

HE design of this Institution is to save young
T women who have strayed from the path of
virtue—to save them physically, socially, and
spiritually. It is entirely dependent upon voluntary
offerings. Much help may be rendered by using the
collecting cards. Goods in kind may be sent to
ToorAK StaTiON over all Victorian Railways free
of charge.
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