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DIFICATION

was by no means
an  unimportant
exercise in the
services of the
primitive church.
The early Chris-
tians “continued
steadfastly in the
apostles' teaching
and fellowship, in
the breaking of
bread and the
prayers.”  Paul
says, “So also
ye, since ye are
3 3 zealous of spir-
ltual gifts, seek that ye may abound unto
the edifying of the church.” = But he that
prophesieth speaketh unto man edification
and comfort and consolation. He that
speaketh in a tongue edifieth not; but
he that prophesieth edifict) the church.” “Let
all things be done unto edifying.”

These and many similar Scriptures show
that Not ALL should take part in the exhorta-
tion of the church, Only such as are quali-
?qd to build up the church in its most holy
aith should engage in public speech. Hence
L1e well-organised church plans to take their
turn brethren who are qualified by character
aﬂq ability. By this means “ all things" may

€ “ done decently and in order.” The “open
Platform " has resulted in serious abuse, two
or three brethren usually monopolising this
epartment of church exercise, which might
Lv‘th greater advantage be apportioned to all
o{l?t ren possessing speaking ability and the
er necessary qualifications. To argue that
pader the « open platform " all such brethren
ave equal opportunities, is to state what ex-
?e{lence has shown to be incorrect. 10€
Vaiter well remembers having to wait twelve
w‘;:da-ys ere ever the slightest opportunity
exh given him to make his first attempt at
imOmng the church, it really appearing_to
= that those outstepping him Sunday after
ve:tday must have had some idea of ths

arture a novice wished to make. A bol
on the twelfth Lord's day, made imme:

F. PITTMAN.

diately the president had extended the usual
invitation to “any brother,” secured for me
a position on the platform, which, in spite of
the imperfections of that and other efforts, I
have held almost every Lord’s day since then.
Planning speakers puts a stop toabuses such
as usually result from tbe “open platform,”
an.d leads to utilising all available talent for
edification. To secure the best results from
the ¢ plan system " it should be in the hands,
not only of the preacher and secretary, but
the whole board of elders or officers, who
should, by attending the church institutions,
find out those who are able to “abound unto
the edifying of the church.”

To exhort the church is no easy task.
Much prayer and preparation is necessary to
render public speech profitable. The Bible
is an exhaustless theme, yet many are prone
to repeat to the congregation the same truths
whenever they speak. The trials and troubles
of this life are not the only theme. Intelli-
gent brethren, who are eager to read the
most up-to-date informam;n Ln It)tlle dle;ei

mapazines, can scarcely be blamed lo
gggiringgnew ax;d fresh truths from the oldest
Book, which is, nevertheless, abreast of all
the latest scientific discoveries. One has
well written,  How to get out of the old rut
without twisting off the wheel, or snapping
the shafts, or breaking the horse's leg, is a
question not more appropriate to exﬁ:ry
teamster than to ever)’f tchhnStlllz:n tl;?rnee;
i ot out of the rut, |
gﬁ,‘gnﬁ tgn]f:epgout. 'There is nothing f;nore
killing than ecclesiastical humdrucn}:. holl:::
people do not like the Episcopal urcever
cause they have the SaoTefogr?g:r ot o
Sunday, but bave W B0 ne prayers over
been hearing the 3
ears in. the product of a self-manu
and over againh, ot the thousandth

factured liturgy that hanlihose petitions we

art of the excellency 8 "ok 1 many of
}gear in the EpiscoP C:“:f; same exhorta-

hes sinners hea :
our ch:r:- t;iy have been hearing for the last
tions tha that the 1mpemlent man

fifteen years, soent the exhorter clears his

knows, the mom to be said; and

: is goin
throas JuSthi‘r;l;iltf lxi agble %o recite the exhor-

e teach our
forward or
nd the dole

children the multipli-
backward. We could
ful strain of 2 certain
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tation as W
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not understa

% 3. IN SPEECH.

brother’s exhortation till we found out that
he composed it on a fast day during the
yellow fever many years ago, and has been
using it ever since.”

If fresh treasures are constantly obtained
from the inexbaustible storehouse of Ged's
Word, and presented to the congregation;
and if old truths are re-emphasised in an
interesting manner, it will not be said of any
of our exhorters, as one of Milton’s contem-
poraries wrote (very unjustly in that case) of
Paradise Lost, ** The old blind schoolmaster,
John Milton, hath published a tedious poem
on the fall of man: if its length be not con-
sidered a merit, it has no other.”

Having something to say, the exhorter
should see that it is said with clearness and
force. On the Mount of Olives our Lord
opened his mouth and taught the people, but
many to day endeavor to exhort with lips
half-closed.  Imarticulate speech will not
produce faith, for ¢ faith cometh by hearing."

Many helpful books have been written
upon the proper style and manner of exhorting
and preaching. A wise selection and careful
study of such works should prove of benefit
to platform speakers, yet it must not be for-
gotten that the addresses of Christ and his
apostles are the finest models of sacred
rhetoric. :

Cowper's words are instructive and appro-
priate :i—

« Would I describe a preacher, such as Paul

Were he on earth should hear, approve, and own,

Paul should himself direct me. I would trace

His master-strokes, and draw from his design.

I would express him simple, grave, sincere :

In doctrine uncorrupt, in language plain,

And plain in manner, decent, solemn, chaste,

And natural in gesture ; much impressed

Himself, as conscious of his awful charge,

And anxious mainly that the flock he feeds

May feel it too: affectionate in look,

And tender in address, as well becomes

A messenger of grace to guilty men.

He that negotiates between God and man,

As God's ambassador, the grand concerns

Of judgment and of mercy, should b.(:\\".ll‘c

Of lightness in his speech. 'Tis pitiful

To court a grin, when you should woo a soul;

To break a jest when pity would inspire

Pathetic exhortation.”
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Some Notable Hymns and
Their Authors.

A. M. LUDBROORK.

I. INTRODUCTORY.

In Acts 2: 42 we read that the first disciples
« continued steadfastly in the apostles’ teach-
ing and fellowship, and in breaking of bread,
and in prayers.” But there is another element
of church worship suggested in verse 47—
« praising God,” and it is in the hope of an
increased interest in and profit from our
service of praise that a few pen-sketche}s of
some of cur Christian hymnists will be given.

First, however, a few words as to the uses
of sacred song. Apart from the worshlpful
element therein and the spiritual elevation
thus realised, there are certain important pur-
poses to be achieved by our service of praise.
These are suggested in the Well:k'noxvn pas-
sages in Eph.and Col., “ teaching and ad-
monishing one another in psalms and hymns
and spiritual songs.” Hymps may express
and convey religious truth. How important,
then, that they should be thoroughly Scrip-
tural! Some good Scotch folk refuse to sing
modern verse on the ground that it is unin-
spired. That is, doubtless, an extreme. The
hymns in our churches of Christ hymn-book
are, generally speaking, very Scriptural, but
this cannot be said of some in Sankey’s selec-
tion. I do not mean that we should never
sing a line that does not exactly apply to our-
selves individually. As in prayer, so in song,
we may sometimes voice the sentiments of
others.

Then, too, the gospel may be proclaimed
by this means. And if it be right for one,
two, three or four /undred Christians to sing
the gospel in order to the awakening of sin-
ners, I don't think it can be wrong for one,
two, three or four individual Christians to
do so. Of course there are tendencies and
dangers to be guarded against—that the
singing shall degenerate into a mere perform-
ance or provoke unholy rivalries. There is
the same risk in preaching. Edification, not
entertainment, must ever be the paramount
object.

Now a word as to the manner of praising
God in song. A young girl once asked her
teacher how she could improve her singin
to the utmost, and his answer was, “ Culti-
vate your heart.” That is the chief rule for
moving or acceptable devotion. As the
apostle puts it, « singing with grace in your
heart to the Lord.” Unless heart and “soul
and the true spirit of reverence and worship
are engaged, our song is in vain. Again, it
Is said that the original of 1 Cor. I4: 15 in-
cludes the idea of “singing tunefully.” How-
ever that may be, it is certainly more edifying
and comforting to others, and more honoring
to God, to try and sing tunefully, barmon-
jously. At Union Chapel, Islington, London,
they are said to have about the finest con-
gregational singing in the world. There is
no choir apart from the congregation, but the
congregation itself is one vast choir, for all
{B:r ;n:gldbers o{ the_chprch are expected to

N and practise singing, Let us go and
do hkewxsg. Whether we have instrumental
accompaniment or not need make little differ-

ine to be good singers
[’Ir“hnat ought to be_the
tion of our lives,

ence, if only all deter!
for Christ's sake.
motive in this as in every ac

: ist's” sake. !
‘&I)fef:}:xgs then, as the inspired writer says,
]

i ise to God con-

o up a sacrifice of praise 0 .
'OHS{] pth::tt is, the fruit of our lips glvul:g
:igl:)ksyt'o his name.” Paul and Silas, 1n the
dungeon, not only prayed but *sang praises
to C%od " Yes, even in affliction there bxs a
ower in Christian song to lift us up above
gur trials and make us “sit with Christ 1n

heavenly places.”
Oh, surely melody from heaven was sent .
To cheer the soul when tired of human strife—
To soothe the wayward heart by sorro“.' rent,
And soften down the rugged road of life.

, when gathered togeth'er, seek to sing
tl:lfltetl'luslly; singg with the spirit and with thef
understanding ; sing to the awakening O
sinners, the edification of saints and the glory
of God. And if not only in song, but by our
lives we show forth his praise, then we shall
one day join in the grand “new song before
the throne of God.

There shall each raptured tongue
His endless praise proclaim,
And sweeter voices tune the song

Of Moses and the Lamb.

The Sabbath Question.

A Startling Statement! Is it True?

The CHrisTIAN for September 21 has the
following statement from Evan Forsyth:
“ Now we know that before the sacrifice of
Jesus, the way of salvation or justification in
the sight of God was by the perfect observa-
tion of the whole law (moral and ceremonial).”

This is a truly startling statement, and, if
true, is conclusive evidence that no one was
saved or justified in Old Testament times, for
the most eminent men of God in those days
did not observe the whole law. * Surdy
there is not a righteous man upon earth, that
doeth good, and sinneth not” (Eccl. 8: 20).
A man who perfectly observed the whole
moral law,—that is, who fulfilled every obliga-
gion. man-ward and God-ward,—would be
justified on the ground of personal sinlessness.
In his case the ceremonial law would be
superfluious. No man of Adam’s race was
ever justified on that ground. * Now that no
man is justified by the law in the sight of God,
1s evident; for the righteous shall live by
faith; and the law is not of faith ; but, he
that doeth them shall live in them " (Gal 3:
11, 12).

The ceremonial law

with its priest, altar,

and sacrifice bore constant testimony to the-

moral failure of man, and to the aboundin

mercy of God. The’ cross—the consummag~
tion of the whole sacrificial system—testifies
to the same effect. It forever witnesses to
the fact that justification by law is impossible
‘I‘Jnder the law as well as under the gospei
7 :part.frgm theI shedding of blood there is

) remission "’ of sins, Th

cnﬁlcnsed seems to me g el oo Dt
“the grace of God that br; ion "
that I feel impelled to s S

acting thoughts,

Singing His Prye,
E. W. PITTMAN, Singing E"“"gcl;St_ .

[11.

A1 Iealder }?f lsil:lgtingh cannot
work unless he has the heart e
the singers. It has becomg cgu(;$:ratxon of
call the body of vocalists assistip hima‘r: 9
Choir.” The major part of the me:b The
the choir are usually earnest in th ers of
deavors and will agree with me inelr en-
things [ am about to mention, Most

I have already considered the
his qualifications. As a ryle
talented the conductor the more
assistance he will get; but, no
much or how little his ability,
obeyed.

Only singers having the desire tq con
secrate their voices to the Lord's servicé
should be encouraged to take membership i
the choir. In some of the denominationa]
churches the unconverted are admitted, [t
was the knowledge of this I suppose that
prompted a woman in one of our missions to
petition that the choir might give their hearts
to the Saviour!

The qualification for membership should
be at least an elementary knowledge of music
and the desire to improve. There ought to
be strong sympathy with the preacher. He
should be consulted as to the most helpful
songs. The rate of movement of the pieces
should be in keeping, as far as possible, with
the style of the evangelist. If he is slow of
delivery, the hymns should not present too
great a contrast, but should be sung in a
stately manner. If he is a rapid speaker,
quick, lively singing will be most appropriate.

The leader should guard against making
too much distinction between choir and con-
gregation, or we may go to extremes.'b
remember going to Westminster Abbey wn%d
a young friend We both fancied we cou
sing bass, so when a hymn was announcli
we started in, only to be touched OI‘ll\tv:
shoulder by a stately verger and told,
pay people to do that.” We didn't sing a1y
more there. :

Singers should be very careful of 3;:::
comportment during the service. Conzided-
tion or looking about should be the "
The number of the hymn and tune pos ot of
somewhere in sight of all will save 2
confusion. : ’ : ant

The seating of the singers is an lmig(i)éltl o~
matter, and there is a difference of opan e
to the most effective position they ¢
up. My own choice would be 0
form behind the speaker, p{O‘{lde
consists of true devoted Christians,
front seats facing the congregation:

It is usual to sing anthems 1l music
evening. I like anthems as I do a{dcring h
an elevating character; but r:orHSin y advis
purpose of our singing, I ce{taes'
simple, heart-reaching gospel plgcbe :
heard an anthem yet that woul
draw men to the Saviour. o
Austral Songs, will give 2
helpful piecegs, especially those €0
me by Dr. McBurney._

One fault I notice in o
above all others is the undue P

do effectiVe

leader and
the mol.e

espect anq
matter hOW

he must be

mpose
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some voices. A choir should aim at sound-
ing like one wel} trained quartette, If proper
attention is paid to balance of parts, attack,
expression, tone, production, and clear enun.
ciation, the singers will be a great aid to the
preacher in his work of preaching the gospel.

West Australian I etter
D. A. Ewers

A notable event in the history of the cause
of primitive Christianity in West Australia
was the farewell to Bro. and Sister Hagger,
held in Lake-street chapel last night. Asa
matter of course there was a big audience.
Bro. Hagger has visited every church and
planted several of them, and his converts are
numbered by the hundreds. No one among
the brethren has so distinctly left his influence
on the work here as our departing brother
during his brief ministry of three years. The
meeting was held under the auspices of the
Conference Committee, the President, H. .
Banks, being in the chair. F. Illingworth
led in prayer, and the speakers were—the
chairman and Bren. Butcher (Leederville),
Smedley and W. Vinicombe (Fremantle),
Cummings (North Perth), Carrington (May-
lands), ]J. Stone (Boulder), A. Price (Subiaco),
and J. Beck, A. Bell, D. Wilson and D.
Ewers. They were restricted to five minutes
each, and it was amusing to hear and see
some of them rung down just as they were
getting a start. At least one “little story "
was ruthlessly strangled by the relentless
chairman. All the speakers referred to the
apparently exhaustless energy of Bro. Hagger
—his intense enthusiasm and his self-sacri-
ficing labors. One speaker, as he saw the
way he broke up his home and took around
with him the two dearest things he had—his
wife and child—was reminded of the widow
who sacrificed her two mites; while another
was reminded of other great little men, such
as Napoleon, Lord Roberts, Zacchzus and
Paul, with whose ambition, warfare, desire to
see Christ and labors for him Bro. Hagger
and his work were compared. Allusion was
also made to his active Anti-Romanism work
and outspoken denunciations of the drink
traffic. In addition to hymns by the audi-
ence H. Wright sang ““The Anchor's Weighed,
and W. McGregor “ The Perfect Life.”

In his farewell speech Bro. Hagger alluded
to the progress of the cause during the past
three years ; the churches had increased from
eleven to twenty-four, and the membf:rshlp
from about eight hundred to about sixteen

undred. He strongly urged the continuance
of tent mission work, and the early purchase
ofanew tent. Two questions in his question
20X during his Maylands mission wel’;f;

OW many patches are there on the tent ?
and “ Did Noah camp in it when he remove
f“?m_ the ark ?” He pleaded for still greater
Missionary zeal, and in order to this the
eepening of the spiritual life. The success
ad been great, but in order to greater growt
e needed to cultivate a stronger confidence
0 God and his truth, and more faith in eac
Other. Then, increased income Was need":té
and for this the systematic giving of a defini
Percentage of our receipts was necessary’
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He urged continue

lectual Ydiﬂhfavor of mere intel-
us that if the simpl e, Solemnly warned

€ssays we could writa «
= »
churches. Ip closing, R

he feelingl
the sweet fello hi Ingly spoke of
joyed, and the o 2o2d bis wife had en-

any kindnes i
from the brethren, ar)x,d ses received

that at some dist : :
1312}); it Golde:r%/éj;t_e he might again
€ meeting on
st e (e whols vas rther o
evident that the cheery optimism’which has
ever characterised the brethren of W.A, i
still vigorous. One practical sugg;st.ic:;
thrown out by the departing evangelist might
‘g’:\l’le be tfa.kend ucph _It was that those who
confesse: rist in the old tent should
procure a new one. It remains for some one
af thelfcgnverts to tg.ke the initiative, place
imsell In communication if possible with
every convert, and start the ballprolling. I'm
inclined to think this can be done, but the
s{%ghgesti‘cl)ln sh;)uld be acted upon at once.
o will act ?

It is pleasing to be able to realise that
(f thgugb G}?d removes the workers he carries
on the work.” To the many who have left
our State, we now have to agd two more, and
still they go. In another three months the
writer will join the ranks of those removing,
but the needs of the people and opportunities
for the gospel still remain. West Australia
is the largest and certainly, at present, the
most prosperous State in the Commonwealth.
It is raising more gold, opening up more
agricultural land, and increasing its popula-
tion more rapidly than any other. In the
future the immense territory now occupied by
little more than a quarter of a million will
support its_millions, and probably its tens of
millions. 1 have the utmost faith in the
future of this magnificent province. The
plea we present is growing )Vlth its growth,
but much more rapidly, and is destined before
many years to become one of the great ipll’-
itual forces of the community. If the brethren
continue true to the old-time .gospel ng
power on earth or in hell can stay its onwar
progress. If it were possible to let ado_zzla]n
or even half-a-dozen evangelists of the right
type loose in this country, who can estm;lat_e

tent of their influence, the result of their
e ex) Continued faithfulness and self-
oL oﬁ art of the brotherhood here
sacrifice on t.]? lp L e S
ag afwthg‘laet\g';n f:any of us at present have
the future th

conception of.
anZ Bethagy," Palmerston-st., Perth. Oct. 3.
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Valedictory—West Australia.

Tros. HAGGER.
it has been the writer's

ivi in the great and growing
pnv:leg? \t/{)’elsibxlstralia. quring that ;1me
e hes of Christ have increased rgm
the churcan d the aggregate mer_nbershlpb a.s:
T 2?’ 1 800 to 1600: There is now abou
BIo%S roxer 153 of the population wear-
gng ::Ll;vtb{. Divinely-authorised names.
ing

For almost 3 years
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The work is still advancing, and there is
every prospect of W.A. becoming the strong-
hold of the plea for apostolic Christianity ;
of course, whether this will really be so or
not depends largely upon the churches and
brethrgn now in that State.

It will not be out of place for me to note a
few of what appear to me to be good charac-
teristics manifested in church life there.
The churches are fairly conservative, but not
too much so; theirs is a conservatism of the
right kind; they seem determined to adhere
strictly to the New Testament order of things,
and this is proving an element of strength.
The needy in the churches are provided for
out of church funds; most of the assemblies
having some kind of an arrangement by
which a part of the fellowship in contribution
on the Lord's day is devoted to this purpose.
In most cases the Sunday Schools are
financially supported by the churches, the
actual working expenses being paid out of
the funds of the congregation. There is a
very fair and constantly growing missionary
spirit which not only manifests itself in
evangelisation at home, but in *the regions
beyond.” There is not a tendency to go in
for over-centralisation, but as rapidly as
possible they are branching out and establish-
ing other churches. The congregations sup-
porting evangelists on the whole are not sel-
fish, but recognise that it is all God's cause,
and are willing that their evangelists should
help wherever possible ; this instead of prov-
ing a weakness is a means of strength.

. To make the greatest use of the future,
which is bright with promise, there must
be a deepening of the spiritual life of the
churches, for the nearer the life is con-
formed to the Divine ideal the greater
will be the power exerted. Then there needs
to be increased giving to meet the growing
needs of the work ; some of the denominations
are having money poured into that State
from other parts of the world, but those
people who are simply Christian will
have to contribute all their own. Pro-
portionate giving —a tenth and more
according to the degree of prosperity
enjoyed—on the part of all the disciples
would meet all requirements. Money Iis
needed to secure land, ereact meeting houses,
keep a tent equipped, and to support more
evaggelists. }(:l.vangelists of the right kind
are needed there, and W.A. has been very
happy in most of her men up till now.
Brethren like Ewers, Banks, and Scambler
have done splendid work, and their influence
for good will be felt for decades to come.
Future evangelists for that State need to be
of the same type; plain, humble, simple
preachers of the gospel. Men who want to
descend to mere entertaining and philosoph-
ical lecturing will prove inglorious failures
over there. W.A. needs the old-time gospel ;
nothing else will satisfy her go ahead people.

1 am thankful that I have been able to
Jabor there for a time, and shall carry to my
new field grateful memories of the work and
brethren. I shall ever pray for the prosperity
of the churches, love among the brethren,
and for the turning of multitudes to Christ
through the preaching of the s‘lmple story of
the cross, which alone is God's power unto
salvation. God bless W.A. and the churches

of God there!
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Professor Rentoul on Baptism.

Mr. Pearce Carey lately delivered a lecture
in the Collins-st Eaptist Church on * Pro-
testants and Baptism.” This lecture was
publisbed in the Southern Cross, and appears
to have given offence to some of our pzdo-
baptist friends. These persons, feeing that
a favorite doctrine of theirs was being as-
sailed, invoked the aid of Professor Rentoul,
who accordingly came to the rescue and
defended the practice of infant baptism in the
columns of the same journal. In-the intro-
duction to his defence, he says: “I have
been appealed to by a number of gentlemen
of various churckes, regarding statements in
the Rev. Pearce Carey's lecture on * Protest-
ants and Baptism,’ published in the Southern
Cioss of Sept. 22. The passage complained
of, and which excited surprise, was: ‘It is
under the .influence of these enwrapping
superstitions that the ordinance (baptism)
was increasingly transferred from the age of
conscious consecration to that of new-born
babehood; and that lamentable transference
gave [resh impetus to the superstitions which
brought it to pass.’ Mr. Carey specially
names the ‘second century’ and the ¢third
century’ as the age of this asserted * trans-
ference.'” To the unprejudiced student of
church history both apostolic and post-apos-
tolic, this statement by Mr. Carey will appear
quitq common-place. It is one of those re-
cognised facts of history which are only dis-
puted by extreme partisans of certain church
doctrines which crginated in the mists of
trgdltion. To defend these doctrines, the
skill of an advocate rather than that of a
judge is required, and Professor Rentoul
certainly supplies the necessary qualification.
To very many people, especially those who
are commilted to the doctrine of infant
baptism, the defence of the Professor will
appear quite satisfactory, for the simple
reason Ehat they will not “take the trouble to
discriminate between assertion and fact, or

between what is real] relevant i
: to t
or what is not. 4 g

In this matter we ar
anything Mr, Carey

€ not concerned with
may have said about
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i i iar to
;nfant baptism being 2 doctrmet pe};:'?\lrle i
Rome. As we do not happen o'l ‘ther 25
1\ t re before us, we cannot say Wwhe e
de'fl l<]o ornot. We rather think that t u_He
Plrol:essor Rentoul's way of putting l;:ino‘ 2
says, «Instead of infant baptism Ll
d‘o}ct;ine peculiar to Rome, or owing in any
way its institution or

furtherance to the influ-
ences which developed ¢ Romanism, the facts
are exactly opposite.

As to how far this
s justified by anything Mr. Carey
su}:je?]seztrr]ligt‘::r whichyconcerus bim alone.
Dou ill deal with it in due course.
Doubtless he will d :d that the
In the meantime, it may be sal e
paragraph contains_twp statem nts whic tflat
not alike. For while it may not 'be tmlg
infant baptism is a doctrine peculiar ‘t‘o omte’
it is certainly true that it owed its mSLl‘ "l'
tion or furtherance to the mﬂuepcrs which
developed Romanism.” For the “influences
which developed Romanism were departures
from apostolic faith and practice, of which
infant baptism was one of the most important.
To Rome, however, belongs the responsibility
of consolidating and extending this departure,
just as she consolidated :%nd extendgd _the
departure from the primitive eldership into
the monarchical bishop, both of which de-
partures came into being about the same
time, and both of which errors to-day form
the principal barriers to Christian unity.

We should imagine that those gentlemen
of various churches who invoked the aid of
Professor Rentoul, if there are any among
them who know anything of church history,
would have been better pleased if he had not
been quite so rash and sweeping in some of
his s atements. For example, when he says,
“ The assertion that in the ‘second century’
or the ¢ third century ’ the ordinance of bap-
tism was ‘transferred from the age of con-
scious consecration to that of new-born babe-
hood’ is just the opposite of fact.” Well, if
it is the opposite of fact, what follows ?
This—that the ordinance of baptism was in
the second or third century transferred from
that of new-born babehood to the age of conscious
consecration ! 'We should have been disposed
to have given the Professor credit for having
said bere more than he meant, were it not for
the fact that he attempts to prove the truth
of the assertion by citing from Tertullian.
“It is instructive,” says Professor Rentoul,
“that the first advocate for delaying infant
l?aptlsm is the ‘gloomy Montanist’® Tertul-
lian, and he equally advocates the delay of
adult baptism. “Whoever,’ says this force-
ful gloo_m_y'sectary, ‘whoever understands the
responsibility of baptism, will fear its attain-
ment more than its delay.’” Thig « gloom
sectary " by the way was the founder of Latiy
(;hristianity, and what he says is worthy of g
ht.tle more attention than our Professor is in-
clined to give it. What Tertulljan says about
the baptism of children is eminent]
and would be worth repeating to theyPsa:i] P
baptists of the present day. What co ]dm R
one ask for better than this, « The L ud dany
indeed say, ‘ Forbid them not to it

) come unto
me." Let them ¢ come,’ thep while th
growing up ; let them *come ’ while they o
learmng]v, twl})ile they are learning whiﬁnye:lig
come ; let them Tt
have become all))licottcr)lel?nl:)r\lvs “é!l]lsri:then o
does the innocent period of |j .
¢ remiss; e ife hasten to the

emission of sing’p Now, from this pas-

sage, which is connected with th i
Prgofessor Rentoul quotes, we seittf}z:rgt\\_'hlch
of a man who is protesting against 5 titude
which he conceives to be wrong, Hegractlce
to be meeting the arguments of thOSPIJears
advocated this practice on the grOUndse f\vh
Lord’s saying, “Suffer the little Chi'dreno“ our
We can see from this that towardsg theé e
the second century and the beginning o?d of
third, infant baptism had made its appgar the
in the church, and that Tertullian wasg o e
ing it, but it by no means warrants the asl:os-
tion of Professor Rentoul when he Saer_
“Tertullian’s very words imj ly that infant bap.
tism was the universal custom ip Chrislia-
families.” Neander, the famous church hisn
torian. and a Paxdobaptist, is flatly Opposed
to Professor Rentoul. He says, « Byt imme.
diately after Irenacus, in the last years of the
second century, Tertullian appears ag 5
zealous opponent of infant baptism ; a proof
that the practice had not as yet come to be
regarded as an apostolical institution; for
otherwise he would hardly have ventured to
express himself so strongly against it.” Alsg
John Cunningham (Presbyterian), in hjs
Croall Lecture on The Growth of the Church,
says, * Infant baptism is never heard of dur-
ing the first hundred and fifty years of the
church’s history. Tertullian mentions it, but
he mentions it as a custom that was just
coming into vogue in his day, and he remon-
strates against it. . . . So adult baptism
continued to be the rule, and infant baptism
the exception, for at least two centuries more.
Even in the fourth century Gregory Nazi-
anzen, Basil, Chrysostom, Ambrose and
Augustine, though they had Christian mothers,
were not baptised till they were grown up to
manhood.” ]
We need not follow Professor Rentoul in
his further references to the Christian Fathers,
save to notice what he says in regard to
Origen. His references to Justin Martyr and
Irenzus are on a par with what he says
about Tertullian, and show clearly that he ]i
a biased interpreter of church history. Tha.t
this is so, is easily seen when we comr}?st
what he says about Origen with ‘i’) 2.
Neander says. ¢ Take again,” says ftrhe
fessor Rentoul, ¢ the greatest ¢ Father.ao e
early part of the third century-—()l"uegn]y
Alexandria and Palestine. He was not o
a noble sufferer for Christ, but he was who
son of another noble sufferer for Chnsot'riaen
fell in martyrdom in the year 232};‘% te]I;US
was baptised when an infant; and custom
that child baptism was a C}}rlstlaﬂ discern-
handed down by the apostles.” T ® “Tertul-
ing reader will not fail to notice tha toul, i
lian, who is against Professor Renfor him,
made little of, but Origen, who s for, 11,
cannot be spoken of too highly. in,whose
hear what Neander says: * O”gegi,l find 8
system infant baptism could reanni:tionw
place, though not in the same fc? an churchs
in the system of the North.A l'ltcadition, an
declares it to be an aposto}xcal 1rm0 ¢
expression by the way, which lqa age, Whe"
garded as of much weight in thiS &6 0 ooy
the inclination was so strong to
institution which was consu‘leren
importance to the apostles; 2T
ion, hindering
many walls of separation, eon Set
dom’ of prospect, had already age.”
between this and the apostolic
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not, however, to the i Fathers " that we turn
for proof of the validity of any practice or
doctrine. Any body of people driven to this
resort for proof of their particular tenets
afford evidence at once that they have rather’
a poor case. The testimony of the « Fathers*
is only valuable when it coincides with that
of the New Testament. Much of what they
say may be regarded in the light of a precioys
heritage, but on the other hand, far too much
of it is only a record of teaching and practice
divergent from the primitive faith, All the
teaching and practice dividing the body of
Christ to-day may be found in their writings,
but not in the New Testament. It is to them
we owe the existence of infant baptism, for
the unanimous testimony of impartial wit-
nesses is, that there is no trace of it in church
history earlier than the latter half of the
second century.

In our next isssue we may have something
more to say, especially on the New Testa-
ment aspect of the question.

-5 F rom thg_F ield

The field is the world.—Matt. 13 : 38

TEm——ah

Queensl?lg

WarrumBiLLA.—The church bere is on the up-
grade, as during the few weeks H. K. Carter has
been here as evangelist a baptistry has been placed
in the chapel, and on the 27th of September we had
the pleasure of seeing two immersed into the name of
Christ. The anniversary of the church was held on
Sunday last, when moderate congregations attended.
This was likewise the last Sunday that Bro. Carter
is with us as an evangelist. A public tea-meeting

was held yesterday evening.
Oct, 11.

Jic!
—0—_-

Tasmania

Burnie.—Our sister who made the good cocfession
was baptised the following Thursday in the sea, and
received into the church the next Lord's day. After
our mid-week service on Thursday, 5th inst., we held
our first business meeting for the purpose of organ-
ising. The following were unanimously elected :—]J.
L Archer, secretary; Eric Dennis, treasurer; Bren,
Johnston and Phillips, deacons; leaders of song,
Sisters Johnston and Green; agent for CHRISTIAN,

Sister Phillips; preacher, Bro. Hale.
Oct. 14. JouN LEE ARCHER.

—
Victoria

RicamonD (Balmain-st.).—Junior C.E. anniversary
Was celebrated yesterday. Good attendance, and we
Were cheered to see one, a young girl, make the good
Confessjon,

Oct. 16. P.J.P.

PORT Fatry.—We have been getting the chapel
Tenovated, and a social evening was held on Wednes-
day, Oct. 4, as an opening event. There was a 8?°d
RBumber of friends present, and a very enjoyable time
Was spent. While the building was undergoiné
Tepairs we had a visit from R. A. Gibson of North
Catlton, which we all enjoyed very much, being

™much strengthened and encouraged by his addresses:
Oct, 12, £ E, W. GRAY.
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Swa g
Lord's dgy. {Swanston )=

Amonge isi
Sister D. R, Hall fro%r:tsly):;ews,
land from Port Pirje, S.A ¢
Capetown, ang Sister Bj i
Overland read our
Hall exhorteq very
mences a new serj
evening,

Good meetings Jast
tors were Bro. and
Bro. and Sister Over-
Bro. Hawthorn from
ack from Cosgrove. Bro.
New Testament lesson, and Bro,
acceptably, Bro. Meldrum com-
es of addresses next Lord's day
CasTLEN i o

3 MAINE.—While Bro. Connor has been hold-
ing the mission at Lancefield, the platform here h'as
been acceptably filled by Bren, Burgess, Mudford
and G scamb'er. On O.t. 1 one was received into
fellowship. On Oct, 3 W. Burgess gave a lantern

lfeclure on ** Missions.” On Oct, 13 we had a visit
rom P, A, Davey, when he Rave bis interesting
lecture on *

Life in Japan." We are about to en-
large our chapel, it having become uncom/(ortably
sm(a)\lll foz the gospel meetings and Sunday School.
ct. 1 IT.
Eciuca —P. A Davey was with us Oct. 10, and
Rave us an interesting lecture upon ** Life in Japan "
W. Burgess was with us the following Friday evening.
He gave a lantern lecture on mission work Bro.
Mason is doing a good work here. Last Lord's day
he visited Ballandella. Sp'endid interest in Echuca,
Bros. Kent and Barnes attend to preaching during
absence of Bro. Mason.
Oct. 16. E. DarLow.
CarcToN (Lygon-st ) —On Lord's day morning our
Sister Bertba King, who is to take up the work of
visitation amongst members, was welcomed into our
number. G. P. Pittman exhorted the church, and at
night J. T. T. Harding preached in the absence of Jas
Johnston, who is away at Hobart. On the above date
40 years ago the chapel was opened. Special meet-
ings to commemorate the opening will be held, begin-
ping on Sunday, 220d. See “ Comirg Events"
column. J McC.
MerepiTH.—Good weather, good meetings, good
addresses, good confessions (z). This was the
order that prevailed during anniversary cele-
brations held Oct. 8. T. J. Cook being present
exhorted the church, delivered two gospel addresses.
At the conclusion of his evening address two ym{ng
ladies decided for Christ, one of the same being
buried with the Lord in baptism the same hour of the
The public tea held Monday evening reflected
t upon the sisters in charge. .The i;((er
meeting, presided over by S. Bo.yd. consisted of ]ax:l
address by Bro. Cook, and a Se.rvu:e of Soufl elr:mt;
«The Way to Heaven," effectively rendere Y e.
h. The singing department was materially
C:I “;C lilened by the able services of Sister Chapman
;rcr:ngGordons. and Bro. Cook. Bro. Co:k ;e:\ialggl
with us until Wednesday, speaking bot ghls.

Good interest aroused.
Oct. 16.

night.
great credi

ARTHUR McKavy.
—O=——

South Australia

-+ — Have just paid a fort-
"c\c{:::sst Coast,” which is really the
Peninsula. Recently Ert:xt n;ea;

nopened upin the hundre
o pRle c::; l;z;lo:;;?n;ee"hSndreds," and the big
P od land, varyiog from 3000 l.o 6ooo acres,
blggks g(:i many settlers from this side. Among
s (s | families from this district have c‘rossid
i sevesraencer‘s) and made their homes in the
e, B pthers will soon follow. Our brethren,
wilds, 805 S n there less than two years, have put up
th.’ hnvl:;%;ng for the worship of God, and on
an iron

BUTLER, WEST
night's visit to the
FEast Coast of Eyres

549

Lord's day, September 24, a church of Christ—the
f'lrs! in Eyres Peninsula—wasorganised The follow-
ing brethren constitut d the foundation members ;—
Bro. and Sister R. W. Barr, D. Butler, J. Mills, from
Bews; Bro. and Sister G Young, from Moonta,
Andrew Aird, Norwood ; and Bro. Furnell, Lipson.
D. Butler and R. W. Barr were chosen deacons, and
Bro. Barr S S. Superintendent. The Lord's table
was spread, previous to partakirg of which the
right hand of fellowship was given in the prescnce of
a number of interested spectators to aforementioned
brethren. About 20 were present at the gospel service
in the evening, and about the same number attended
on following Lord's day. The chapel is | rge enough
to hold the present inhabitants of the district for
many a mile around, and the brethren are to be com-
mended for their enterprise in putting up a house
for the Lord before scme of them have even a house
of their own. On my way to the Port of Tumby
(20 miles distant), T had a gospel meeting, arranged
by Bro. Furnell, at Lipson—r13 miles from Butler,
and the old Jerusalem gosgel was publicly proclaimed
there for the first time and heard with profound
attention. G. B. Moysey.

WiLLianMsTowN.—We held the church anniversary
services here on Oct. 8th and 1oth. H. J. Horsell
gave three fine addresses. The chapel was crowded
in the evening. The choir did splendidly. Bro. and
Sister Warren sang a duet. It was a splendid meet-
ing. On Tuesday we held our tea meeting in the
Institute. The public meeting was held in the chapel.
Bro. Pappin, sen., presided over another fine meeting.
Bren. Horsell and Warren sang a duet, from the
Austral Song book, '* They Crucified Him." Bren.
Horsell, Pascoe and Warren delivered addresses.
This was the most successful anniversary ever held
here. We have received another young lady into
fellowship since last report.

Sep. 12. E.G.W.

Uxrey.—The Sunday School picnic was beld in
fine weather at Brighton jesterday, and about 270
children and friends enjoyed themselves immensely.
Hilda Payne, about 1o years old, had a narrow
escape. Assoon as we reached the beach, she went
to the end of the jetty and slipped off the steps into
the sea. Providentially, Miss Olga Schache, our
School organist, was near at hand, and with great
presence of mind, ran to the spot, and with some
difficulty, rescued the child with the aid of a skipping
rope. Hilda was taken to a house near the jetty, and
soon was able to rejoin her friends at play. The
success of the picnic is chiefly due to J. Verco, the
superintendent, Mrs. Messent, Mrs. Uncle, Bessie
Verco, Beatrice Charlick, Frank Verco and R. J.
Verco; Messrs. Pryor and Menz did good service by
providing dolls and boxes of lollies for the wee bairns.
To-day the church celebrated its 23rd anniversary
(the z1st of the building), and there were crowded
congregations. Bro. Hagger preached in the morn-
ing from the words of Christ to Peter, ** Lovest tlfou
me?" acd F. Pittman gave a sermon in the evening
on * The Great Commission.” The discourses were
most appropriate and inspiring, and members have
excellent reason to thank God for his past goodness,
and to take courage for the work of the future. The
building was tastefully decorated with flowers by
Misses Kate Messent, Emily Verco and Albert
Messent, and its fresh and pretty appearance won
admiration. The choir, led by F. Manoning, rendej.red
special music. Many changes have taken place since
the church was founded, and at the Lord's table to-

ly one (Charles Smith) who attended the first
g?eyeg:gyof Un(ley brethren in the Town Hall 23 years

ago was present.
Qct. 8. RB.
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NARRACOORTE.—Interest here still good; one con-
fession on Wednesday evening, and two more l;ast
night. An Endeavor Society has been formed with
twelve aclive members. We trust this society willbe
of much help to the church and all connected with it.

Oct. 16. H.P.L.

NORTH ADELAIDE. — Last Lord’s day morning T.
Hagger, from West Australia, exhorted the church.
The evening gospel service was conducted by Frank
Moore, and at its close two of the Sunday School
scholars made the good confession.

Oct. 16. V.B.T.

Baraxrava.—The interest here is well maintained.
A young man made the good confession at the close
of meeting last Lord’s day morning (Bro. Hillier
exhorting), and was immersed this evening. The
Young People’'s Class has gone into recess for the
summer. They contemplate a picaic at Skilly on
King's Birthday.

Oct. 15. W.T.S.H.

GooLwa. — One young man, who was baptised
during the week, was received into fellowship this
morning. Splendid meeting again to-night, when
another young man made the good confession. The
first picnic in connection with the Sunday School was
held last week and proved very successful. Our
school is just a year old, and has 55 on the roll,
including a good Bible Class.

Oct. 15. G. S. BENNETT.

0

New South Wales

INVERELL.—On Lord’s day we had fine meetings.
Bro. Uren spoke at night, at the conclusion of which
we had the joy of seeing a young man come out and
confess Christ. He will be immersed next Lord's day.
On 24th inst. Bro. Bagley commences a fortnight's
mission, for which the Town Hall has been secured.

Oct. 9. H. E. TEWKSBURY.

Sypxey.—The church celebrated its anniver-
sary by a tea and social evening on Tuesday, Sep. 26,
over 250 pariaking of tea provided by our Sisters’
Dorcas Class, after which a social meeting was held,
presided over by Bro. Macindo. The speakers were
Bros. Goode, Walker and Dickson. A musical pro-
gramme prepared by A. Morris was most creditably
rendered.

Oct. 8. F.N.

WacGA Wacea.—Church now meets in the New
Masonic Hall, Tarcutta-st. Bro. Green, from one of
the Canadian churches, has been in the district for
some time, and meets with the church whenever in
town. We bave also had with us the last two Lord's
days Bro. Cattenach from the Petersham church,
Sydney ; on the first he gavean address, and presided
at the second. The members kave been cheered and
encouraged by his visit, and will be pleased to seeany
brother or sister passing that way. J. H. WiLkixs.

Lismore.—Since the close of the mission here, we
have had many encouragements. On Sunday before
last, we bad the joy of seeing another young maiden
step out for God, and last Sunday, three more con-
fessed the ever-blessed name, and four were baptised,
and two received into fellowship. As a resnlt of
the mission, the varions organisations of the church
have all been enlarged. The Sunday School Bible
Class has grown in numbers, and the Christian En-
deavorers have received thirleen nominations for
active membership  After the Lismore mission Bro,
Bagley and the evangelist went to Mullumbimby,
where five meetings were held. The meetings then;
were of the nature of opening up new ground, as it js

as a result of the meetings We have
veral other immersed believers
and we expect to immerse oneé

from there in a few weeks' time:il anfclil l;:lnrtelmp;::eh:l:t
i i in the s

= wgu}z;;e::;g;;:;:;ow. where a week's meet-
p 1d, and bright happy meetings they
resulting in five confessions, and tI.Je
One meeting is still
ismore missions

2 new field, and
come in contact with se
who will meet with us,

place to!
ings are being be
have so far been,
establishing of the cause thereé i
to be held. Bangalow is one 0 the

where meetings have been held for about a year, J.

P. F. Walker going regularly to that town, w.uh
occasional visits from Bro. Davis, and the e‘vangehst.
The next place of call will be Bun_gawalbm. where
five meetings will be held, after which Bro. Bagley

Jeaves for Inverell via Sydney. T.B.F.

Here and There

Here a little, there a little.——Isaiah 28 : 10
—_——

There were fifty copies of Harward's Sermons sold
at the Brighton mission.

H. Mahon conducted a week’s meetings in Kaitan-
gata, N.Z, ending Sep. 25. ¥

W. C. Overland and wife, of the church at Port Pirie,
are at present in Melbourne on a visit.

The popular British tune to ** One Christ we feed
upon " will be found in Austral Songs, No 65.

D. R. Hall, of the Sydney church, is at present in
Melbourne on business. He is accompanied by
Mrs. Hall.

One confession and baptism at the close of the meet-
ing at South Melbourne on Oct. 8th, Bro. Barnett
preaching,

The sacred cantata * David the Shepherd Boy"
will be rendered by a large choir in Lygon-st. chapel,
Tuesday evening, 24th inst., 8 o'clock. See Coming
Events,

We desire to call special attention to the advertise-
ment of Lygon-st. church, under Coming Events, of
their week of special meetings, celebrating the fortieth
anniversary of the church.

** Oct. 11, the Dorcas-st., South Melbourne, Band
of Hope held a social to welcome home W, Paterson,
vice-president of the Band of Hope, on his return
from Tasmania. A programme of songs, recitations,
speeches and games was rendered during the evening.”
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Eovangelistic Sermons

By H. G. HARWARD.
([GS)

CONTENTS.

1. The Divine Library ; 2. The Chain
of Salvation: 3. Thi Divine Marching
Ord.ers; 4.The Supreme Question 5 5
Faith; 6. Repentance; 7. The Con-
Jession ; 8. Baptism ; 9. The Church ;
10. Conversion; 11. A Soul-Stiring In-
Quiry ; 12. The Perfect Life.

Wondrously Clear and Plain,

full of Power. faduso

Price, 2/6; 10 Coples 20/-. Post Free,
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The Brighton tent mission closed op Mong
last, with 48 confessions and 4 baptiseq belx‘] Y nighy

« At the close of the service at o levers,
day evening last a young woman g
received into fellowship. F. W, Gre
splendid address on ‘*A Neglecte
Church social on Thursday, 26th
come."”

We received this telegram on Tuesday :—
Mission, enthusiastic farewell ; ten decisio
gawalbin in four days ; total decisions fo
seventy-two; thankoffering eleven poun
determined great forward movement,
FISCHER."

thorn op Lorg:
S baptiseq ands
e0Wood gaye %
d Ordinang;e "
¢ old friengg \vél.

** Lismorg
0s at B“n.
T Missiopg,
ds; church
—BacLey 4y,

FOREIGN MISSION FUND,
Subscriptions and donations thankfully re-
ceived and acknowledged by the Treasurer for

Federal Committee —
ROBERT Lyary,
39 Leveson-st., N. Melb., V.

Miss E. Mudford, formerly of Bendigo, but who
has spent the last two or three years in Perth, left 1o
return to Victoria on Sep. 23. She was a good
worker, and will be missed. Before she left the chojr
presented her with a silver egg-cruet, and the CE,
Society with a nicely bound volume of Modern Art
Biblical Pictures. Sister Mudford was convener of

the Sunshine Committee and a regular visitor at the
Perth Hospital.

D. R. Hall (no relation to the gentleman men-
tioned below) writes: * Re Bro. Walden's reference to
alleged sectarianism in the N.S.W. Govt. service, let
me state the facts. Woolls Rutledge, Methodist
minister, made the assertion on the 12th 1]uly, and on
other occasions, that a man named Hall had been
dismissed from the public service whilst he was a
Methodist; that he had tried to regain employment
whilst still a Methodist and failed, but so soon as he
turned Roman Catholic he was reappointed to a posi-
tion carrying a salary of £r,000 per year. A com-
mittee of enquiry was appointed and the evideace
clearly shows: 1. That Hall did not turn Roman
Catholic for three and a half years after he was re-
engaged. 2. That he worked himself up in ten years
from a position of £300 to £425 per annum, and has
never received more. 3. That his promotion was u_t:
more rapid after he became a Roman C_athohc than le
was before. 1 may be prejudiced, but it seems to Tls
that any man, be he Catholic or Protestant, who te 2
falsehoods in order to foster bigotry and stir uPhsteto
tarian strife is an enemy to his country, and 0ug
be treated as such by all honest folk."”

The following appeared in the Launcesto}:leDi”Ia:
Telegraph, and we have been requested to Bl Tem:
place in our columns:—Evangelistic Servigx’;s.or T
pérance Hall. Mr. W. Moﬁit,dat_e evaﬂi’ge L
South Australian Evangelistic Union, W AT
manently preach the gospel in_the above Hall every

A ¢ t 73%
Lord’s day evening at 7, and ,wednebda-y *Bread,
Subject for to-morrow's worship: B'eakmggrd 0o

1t am., “The New Birth.” All seats free 8%,
collections or freewill offerings from ‘an){n bis ow8
Lord's own children, who have obey?d .hnm Matt. 28;
appointed way (see his last commlss‘."n‘[ pure, 38
19, 20) and are striving to live holy, quél {nvited
true lives before him. All such are kmﬁly sing
to come and help us to vocally and eg' machiner)*
songs of Zion, as we do not praise God by e
(See Heb. 13: 15; Eph. 5: 19; 1 Cor- T
will also visit from house to house, ncl:l
in the city and suburbs in order mh
kindly invite those who do not go to Beif /g en-
of Cl‘:rist preached. (Acts 20: 20 il b
quirers after clearly revealed Divmﬁlvin.s “
kindly received at his study, 42 GS Fridays:
evenings of Tuesdays, Thursdays an ught ¥
Come then to him whose blood has |:o E
Reach out the hand of faith in love:
He will grasp it, and will save yot
Keep you for himself above. W, MoFsi™

Yours, in service of the King eternal

1
and

ol
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H. G. Harward’s address for the next fiy
will be care of Dr. Jas. Cook, Bendigo,

Bro. and Sister Fairlie, of Grote-st,, Adelaide, anq
Bro. and Sister R. C. Edwards, of Melbourne, were
present at Enmore on Sunday.

ARMADALE REscue Home.—The friends and sup-
porters of our Rescue work are hereby informed that
the Homes will be finally closed in two or three
weeks from the present date. This step is taken
deliberately, and with much regret on account of its
pecessity. We shall probably close with a deficit of
some pounds. If any monies are due on collecting
cards or in boxes, those who have them will kindly
forward at once. A full statement will appear in due
course.—]. PrtT™AN, Hon. Sec

e wecks

Thanks for copy of ‘‘ Evangelistic Sermons.” It
is well printed and nicely got up. Matter excellent
and calculated to do much good. Ought to be taken
and carefully studied by all, especially our younger
brethren and active workers. A useful work for
isolated brethren and small churches, where in the
absence of preachers these sermons might be read
and so services kept up. [ wish the book a wide
circulation and its author continued success and
much blessing.—F. ILLINGWORTH.

We spent Sunday afternoon with the Sunday School
at South Melbourne, the occasion being their anniver-
sary, During the year they have had much difficulty,
but they seem to be gathering up a lot. The meeting
on Sunday was well conducted, and the sioging, con-
ducted by Bro. Barnden of the Brunswick church,
was very good. We thought the pleasure of the
meeting would have been much greater to the chil-
dren if they had been arranged so they could see Bro.
Ludbrook and his ** Puffing Billy '' to more advantage.

We frequently publish criticisms of the CHRISTIAN,
and some may think that is all we hear. But the
kind, encouraging things written to us are much more
numerous, of which we say but little. The following
is on the sunny side :—'* * Rachel Sylvestre' I enjoyed
very much, and was sorry when it was finished. I
think the story makes the paper interesting to the
boys and girls. There are nice articles for those who
are more advanced in thought. Our Lord taught in
stories (see Matt. 13: 34). I should be very sorry if
I were not to expect another story to appear presently.
Another thing, the reading of our paper is not con-

fined to members, and we want to make it interestiog *

to our neighbors, and so induce them to get to know
us better, I get my papers bound every year, and
the story is an excuse for showing it to outsiders. 1
wonder who gave men and women the ralent to write.
I don't think our enemy suggested the story of ‘Rachel
Sylvestre.” I have seen much of young people, and I
think tales that uphold the truth and tell of godly
lives are for good and not for evil.” We expect very
soon to commence an intensely interesting siory of
twelve chapters. Just now we are pressed with other
things,

Rachel Sylvestre,

A STORY OF THE PIONEERS.
By Jessie BrowN POUNDS.

This story was published in our columns dué'ntng
the year and gave much pleasure and pro
to many of our readers. We ha.ve
ordered a few copies from the
publishers, and now have
the same on sale.

PRICE 4/-, By Posr 4/6. AusTrAL CO:

THE
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St \Coming Events

Observe tie time of theiy coming.—Jer, 8 : 7
. . 8:
T, 22 & 25.—North

H
OCcaS;’OEnger’I{rom the West will be with us on that
Enlerlai;'nmee;x il bebion the 25th. A first class
Sister Tupli: wf{llll l:;zcﬁlzlven unt’ilfn' e adeulip of
. < come. Ti
oll up; don't miss it.—A Muxn(l)dgéz.for Aon g

OCT. 22 = i i
ihg ot Lygg: f:? Cll:oruleth Anniversary of the Open-
A apel. Oct. 22 —Special Services
Ihase s 94 3 pm,, conducted as far as possible by
s ?n“fk:: x::’z;pers glf lhi: }(:hurch in the early
0% 1O s frlir::id r._l ohnston will preach
“David the Shepherd Bos wi | render the Cantata,
v y,'"" 8 p.m. Oct. 25—Socia

}c\)lfztclngz for past and presenlpmemhersl, 275.305?)?;1‘?
Qut. 26—Sunday School Social and Bioscopic Enter-

ment. Oct. 20—Endeavor Services, 3 and 7 p.m
Oc(;. 30 —Endeavor Demonstration, '

CT. 24.—TIn connection with the Fortiet i
versary Service_s of the Lygon-st. church, thehS::r?:‘d
Cantata * David the Shepherd Boy " will;be rendered
by a large choir. Conductor, Nat Haddow. Princi-
pals, Madam'Nellie McClelland, Miss Nellie Gibson
Ernest Hecking, Ernest Watson, H. Haines. Geo

Richmond Anniversary,

Dickens and J. Roberts. Pianiste, Miss Jeannie
Dickens. Organist, Miss Marion Benson. Admis-
sion Free.

OCT. 23 & 26.—North Fitzroy Church of Christ,
St. George’s-rd. A Sale of Work will be held in the
School Hall on Wednesday and Thursday, October
25 and 26, commencing 2 p.m. Admission free.

OCT. 29 & 30.—Church of Christ, Lygon-street.
Y.P.S.C.E. Anniversary. Sunday afternoon, at 3
o'clock, address, Mr. W. J. Northey; soloist, Miss
Gena Allen. Monday evening. Oct. 30, Speakers, T.
J. Cook and H. G. Peacock. Bright singing. Bring
responses.

OCT. 30.—The next General Committee Meeting
of the Sunday School Union of Victoria will be held
in the Swanston-street Chapel (Lecture Hall) on
Monday, 3oth October, at 8 pm. All delegates
requested to attend.—]. Y. PoTTs.

IN MEMORIAM.
GreaDY.—In loving memory of our dear Frank,
who fell asleep in Jesus on Oct. 13, 1902, at Fre-
mantle, W.A.
His was a childlike confidence,
And as he closed his eyes,
The whisper was within his soul,
«To-day in Paradise.”
_Inserted by his loving wife and parents, M.R. and

A and J. Gready.
BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

i i inute sub-
uiet home, no children, one minu
urg:a:lr'agx. 24 Egrémom-st.. North Fitzroy.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

QUEENSLAND. ;
e LSRN
h, Boonah .. o
Chig VICTORIA.
i o € )]
i n, Windsor o
IB);OPl;:'SaSisler H. M. and Femlly - . I o 0
Ch istian Endeavor Societies’ First < nt. :
; bscription towards New Mission Statio
Sub opened by Bro and Sister H.H.Strut- o
it W. A. Kemp 5 0

in India, per W-
i \VESTERN AUSTRALIA.

s (adgilional) %
York (additional). . i o
Fremantle, per Sliter ol epady -

i n
‘oorlie, per Sister Thompso ey
Kal]ﬁ:g; l;enl? Bro. Gardiner .. 2
o ) Sister Bezbee

Chlnes't; Mission, per ] C“mptf'f“
. C Sears . -
rarity . i .
S.is{::%impson, %\ynlznwn g kN
o Lo it T Melp. 21 Collins-st., Melb.
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American Standard Edition

Revised Bible.

We have now the following in stock :

Size—8%in. x 63 in, and 13 in. thick
Long Primer Type.
EcypTiAN SeaL, limp, round corners, red
under gold edges 12s, by post 13s.

EcypTiaN SEAL, divinity circuit, round
corners, red under gold edges..15s. by post 18s.

EcypTiAN SEeaL, divinity circuit, leuther lined

to edge, round corners, red under gold

edges .. . = 20s. by post 21s.
PersiaN LEVANT, divinity circuit, lather

lined to edge, silk sewn, round corners,

red under gold edges 258, by post 26s.

EcypTian Seac, divinity circuit, lex her

lined to edge, silk sewn, round corners,

red under gold, Indian paper, § ioch

thick e .. 27s.6d by post, 28s. 6d.
EcypTiAN SEAL, divinity circuit, leather

lined to edge, silk sewn, round corners,

red under gold edges, Indian paper,

# iach thick .. o 30s. by pas: 31s.

EcypTiAN SEAL, divinity circuit, leather
lined to edge, silk sewn, round corners,
red under gold, Indian paper. { in. thick.
Toe best binding procurable 40s. by post &1s.

The last three of these books weigh but 27 ozs.

Size 8 in. x 5% ia., 13 in. thick—

PERSIAN LEVANT, divinity circuit, leather lined

to edges, silk sewn, round corners, red

under gold edges 15s. by post 18s.
PeRsIAN LEVANT, divinity circuit, leather lined

to edges, silk sewn, roun { corners, red

under gold edges .. 17s. 6d. by post 18s. 8d.
Persiay LEVANT, divinity circuit, leather lined

to edges, silk sewn, round corners, red under

gold edges, Indian paper, but 1 in thick,

and weighs 18 ozs. 18s. 6d. by post 19s.
PersiaN LEVANT, divinity circuit, leather lined

to edges, silk sewn, round corners, _red under

gold, Indian paper, but 1 in. thick, and

weighs 18 ozs. .. 20s. by po:t 20s 6d.
PERsIAN LEVANT, divinity circuit, leather lined

to edges, silk sewn, round corners, red under

gold, Indian paper, 1 in. thick, and weighs

but 18 ozs. - .. 27s. 6d. by post 28s.

All the above books contain 12 maps and ex-
tensive and newest references.

We have the same book, cloth bound, red
edges, for.. o oy .. bs. by post 6s.

¥

New Testaments.

Size 4% in. x 31—

Ecypriay SEaL,divinity circuit, round corners,
red under gold edges .. 3s.by post 3s. 8d.

EGYPTIAN SEAL, divinity circuit, round corners,
headbands, silk book-mark, red under go'd
edges .. . . .. 4s. by post 4s 3d.

EGYPTIAN SEAL, divinity circuit, leather lined,
old edges .
round corners, red undergs‘ 6d.gby AT )
sTiNE LEVANT, divinity circuit, leather
PAL‘;ihr:d lfo edge, round coz’ners. red under
gold edges .. e .. bs. by post 5s3d
Persiax LEvanT, divinity circut, leather
lined 1o edge, silk sewn, round corners,
red under gold edges .. B8.bypost 68 3d.
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The
Society of

“For Christ and the Church’

All correspondence for this department should be ad:

My Covenant.
Topic for Nov. 6.
Am I Keeping My C.E. Covenant?

T seems so purely a matter for the person taking
I part in the meeting to answer the query of our

topic that outside writing 1s superfluous. The
speaker should krow best. ,

Introspection is a good thing, but do not carry it
too far. Else it may lead to self-conceit—or
despair !

This theme rather appeals to us because it is so
practical. We very much prefer its phrasing to
that of questions which have happily had their day:
**Was he right to take a pledge™ (this from an
anti), *Is he right in not taking it’’ (that to the
non-Endeavorer).

It ought to be self-evident that whatever is right
to do, it is right for me to promise to try to do.
Again: scme things may be quite right to do, yet
may not be obligatory or call for promise. Regard-
ing these second things fault may only come in
through an unfulfilled promise. Pay thy vows:
better not to vow than not to pay.

When in Australia last, F. E. Clark told of one
strange objection to the pledge. He said a young
man had objected to him, How could he keep the
pledge if he were shipwrecked, and his Bible were
in his trunk, and his trunk at the bottom of the sea?
Mr. Clark replied that he probably knew some
Scripture, say the twenty-third Psalm, and could

.repeat that. What was undertaken was to make it
‘“a rule of your life "’ to read and to pray daily.

It may be that there is a somewhat exaggerated
notion as to the number of people who object to the
taking and keeping of the pledge. A closer study
will find more people who object to the taking and
not keeping of it. This subject wus evidently chosen
so that Endeavorers might have an opportunity for
removing the objections of such people.

When worldlings sneer at the failures of Chris-
tians, what is the best answer to give? Manifestly
to so live that the reproach will fall harmless to the
ground—being demonstrably unjustifiable. The
best way to answer a number of objections to the
pledge is to keep it when you have made it.

The pledge to attend and take some part, aside
from congregational singing, scems not to pressvery
heavily on some Endeavorers at times. It is purely
a personal opinion, but we should think that a
proper regard for the meaning of words should
ensure an attendance of well-nigh ninety per cent.
of Endeavorers every night of meeting. It is un-
likely that year in and year out many societies
show seventy-five per cent. It is simply a fact—
not one to scold about, but one simply to note in
passing—that some who take the pledge think a
party next door or a concert or such trifle is a
** conscientious "’ reason for absence from a meeting
to attend which they have solemnly pledged them-
selves to God. None more heartily wish than do
the lead.ers of the C.E. movement and the friends of
;:‘;::‘:‘:;i tl'mt sth Endeavorers would learn to

same time respect for their conscience
and the proper use of language.

Christian Endeavor

' Conducted by A. R Main

Iressed to 8 Leslie St., Auburn.

There is no time-limit to the pledge. In the

he case, there hardly could be. One

nature of t .
two years,

could hardly say, ‘* For two months, or
I will strive to do whatever he
Yet some act as if
Societies with

I promise him that
would like to have me do.”
there were such an expressed limit. .
record rolls have lived to see a membership very
much reduced, with Ex-Endeavorers still in the
district and even in the church. How can these
things be? 4

A person in the business world always rcsng.ns to
the person who employed him. Only the Christ to
whom the pledge is made can excuse any from the
fulfilment of it. Resign to Him: say you are tired
of keeping your word to him.

The pledge is not a promise of perfect attainment.
“ Strive "’ means—'* endeavor
This, rather

It is one of effort.
with earnestness,’” ‘' labor hard.”
than the end of the endeavor, is that with which

-

LIKE Christian Endeavor because Chris-

{ tian Endcavor makes character. I like
it, too, because it makes Christian character;
and there is no currency in this world that
passes at such a premium anywhere as a
good Christian character. The time is going
by when a young man or a young woman
has to apologise for being a Christiain.
Christian character swings wide open every
door of opportunity to the young men and
young women of the United States.

—The Late President McKinley.

=

the pledge deals. ‘‘ We do not promise todo every-
thing perfectly. We may fail, and may make mis-
takes; but we do promise that we will *strive,’
that we will try hard.”

Tested by Time.

It will soon be twenty-five years since the first
Christian Endeavor pledge was framed, and it is
fair to say that if anything about the movement has
stood the test of time it is the covenant pledge.

This is not because it has not been scrutinised

and criticised. If there is any feature of the work
that has had the searchlight turned on it, it is our
pledge.
; It has been lauded, condemned, accepted, re-
Jcct'ed; and yet it has substantially held its'own
during all these years. Scores of societies that
have dropped it for a time have adopted it again.
SFores more that have weakened it have, after a
disastrous trial, strengthened it again. Thousands
have hc'ld on to it through good report and ill, and
are as vigorous to-day as ever in thejr history. ’

It must, then, have a vitulity
place it among the necessary fea
Christian Endeayor societies,

I have spoken of t/e
for words, The pledge

and a force that
tures of the best

pledge, but I am no stickler
used by the British societies

is not just the same as that useq by the A
societics. The Floating society plcdgc a0
for the sailors on the sea, who have pq
church home, quite the same as fo us who
shore in more stable abodes.

There are, as a matter of fact, to.q
different forms of pledge used in differ,
the world, and each one may be the
country or the society that uses it.

But all these covenants that gpe cfiectiy,
this in common: they bring

Cricay

dwely on

Sy dozep
ent partg of
best o, the

4 you Cl © have
. y Ng Christjan
duties before him, and subject them to the tc:tnsf

0

conscience. In a gcnc.r:ll way these dutieg are of
three classes, the duties of personal "Cligion, .
an :
to the socicty which he has \-oluntm-il)»dj:::,iju:l:;
which he certainly ought to support as long %
a member of it.

Because h'c 1:, a Christian, and wants to be g
growing Christian, he promises to read the Bible
and pray daily, and do what he thinks Christ “,
like to have him do.

Because he is a church-member
loyally to support his own church.

Because he isa member of the society he promises
to be true to his duties and to support its worlk and
weekly meeting.

In all these promises, however, there is a con-
science clause—‘* unless prevented by a reason |
can consientiously give to the Master."

If there is anything unreasonable about promis-
ing to perform plain, ordinary, specific Christian
duties, unless prevented by some good reason,
which satisfies one’s conscience, I fail to see it,
But I am not dogmatising or merely presenting my
own opinions. I am trying to bring the light of
twenty-five years of history to bear on the subject.
Christian Endeavor history is unanimous for the
covenant pledge. The first society has always had
it, and is as strong to-day as it ever was. Many
socictics are more than twenty years old, and as-
cribe their continued strength and activity to the
covenant pledge. Other societies have discarded or
essentially weakened it, and have suffered in a
greater or less degree. Some of these have died;
some are living at a ** poor dying rate’’; some arc
kept alive by the personality of the pastor or some
strong members; others, and there are not.n few,
have reorganised on substantially the old basis, and
have regained their strength and vigor.

Let history teach its salutary lessons.
E. Clark.

member's duties to his own church,

as he ig

ould

he promises

_Francis

Notes and News.
Crtllv

The fourth anniversary of the L_ﬂkc'St 'tp he
C.E. Society was celebrated on 25th Sfc.pl'vlnrgc
President, D. A. Ewers, presided over 2 mggbiaco,
attendance. The societies of LcchI'V‘”c.'tsociety
Nth. Fremantle, Fremantle, and the BﬂPt‘SaSt year
of Nth. Perth, were represented. The PaS- 5/
has been very successful : 35-new
membership, 71. Last year the num
36, thus we have nearly doubled. To ned jnto &
numbers the members divided an
competition, each side trying to gal
other. W. Smedley of the Freman
an excellent address on the worle ©
Societies. S. T. Pittman, of the Bap
and President of the Metropolitan 5
stated that we were the second 1argest o jargest
the State. We are hopeful of 'bc'"gB
society in W.A. next year. Mlsse.s siteds e
Eaton sang, and Miss Staggard xe)\lissioﬂ £%2
the auspices of the society a F0r0lgnA Davey gav
ing was held on June 26th, when 1 Japan:
an interesting address on the worl i
W. ALEXAN

n more
tle church &
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Sisters Page
" Tyust in the Lord and do good
:0:
S.W SISTERS’ CONFERENCE
N COMMITTEL,
MoOTTO FOR 19056,
" Forward be our watchword,"

President—MRs. JoNEs, Harriet st , Marrickville,
Secretary—MRs. T. J. ANDREWS, 25 Enmore.rq.

On 31st August the meeting was opeaed
with devotional exercises. Mrs, Morrison
presided.

OBITUARY.

Mrs. Lea, supt., reported 13 condolence

letters had been written to bereaved members,
FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Mrs. Hindle reported splendid meetings

bad been held, and a very successful time
“with Bro. Davey. 2 drawing-room meetings
had been held; attendance very good ; col-
lection at each, amounting in all to £2/9/4;
handed to Bro. Davey to help in his work.

TEMPERANCE.

A meeting bad been held at Marrickville.
A good programme arranged. Addresses from
3 young men. Mrs, Campbell, supt.

HOME MISSIONS.

Collected at Sydney, £1/4/2.
rison, supt.

Mrs. Mor-

HOSPITALS VISITED.

R. Prince Alfred Hospital, 2 visits; dis-
tributed 32 books, 35 text cards. C. W.
Home, 2 visits. Lewisham Hospital, 3
visits. Usual monthly visit to Newington
Asylum ; 9 sisters, with Bro. Illingworth ;
distributed 444 papers and text cards, 7J_,-l_bs.
tea, 20 lbs sugar, 6 lbs biscuits, 71bs. lollies,
fruit, etc. Mrs. Potter, supt.

RESCUE WORK.

Mrs. Gole, supt., reports rent paid for a
poor woman who was being turned out of
home; also an orphan girl being cared for;
assistance given in rescuing women at the
Police Courts. L. Anprews, Hon. Sec.
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E VI CTORIAN,
.S.EIBExEccrxvz Motro, 1905-6 :—
Y love serye one another,"
—0i—

HE CARETH,
’\r\;::ill‘l:]an 1t mean? s j; aught to him

E g:lt%l:llcsha;e long and the days are dim?
Which e the by the griefs 1 bear,

X e heart an i i

ﬁbgut his throne are c(ern:l g;::l? aelaic
nd strong, glad music of many ps'alms

And bliss unbaffleq by any strife : '

How can he care for my Tittle life

And yet T

| want him ¢
While I live in this \\%flage e
When the lights die doy

And my life-song changes to sobbing praye;
Then my spirit cries ogt for a God E;lfgag;erg
0 wonderful story of deathless love,

Each child is dear to that heart above;
He fights for me when I can not fight,

He comforts me in the gloom of night,

He lifts the burden, for he js strong;

He stills the sigh and awakens the song ;
The sorrow that bowed me down he bears,
And loves and pardons, because he cares,
Let all who are sad take heart again,

We are not alone in our hours of pain ;
Our Father stoops from his throne above
To soothe and quiet us with his love;

He leaves us not when the strife is high,
And we have safety, for he is nigh.

Can it be trouble, which he doth share ?
O, rest in peace, for the Lord does care,

EXECUTIVE.

Business session opened at 2.30, President
Mrs. J. A. Davies presiding. It was resolved
to bave afternoon tea at the Foreign Mission-
ary meeting on 2oth iost. Routine business
in connection with Executive was transacted.
Additions from Scheols: N. Fitzroy 4,
Balmain-st. 1, Collingwood 3, Lygon-st. 2.
Next meeting will be held Nov. 3rd. Mrs.
Chown will read a paper on “Moffat's Life."”

PRAYER MEETING. s

The Sisters’ Quarterly Prayer and Praise
Meeting was held on 6th inst, Mrs. J.
Pittman presiding. Miss Lochhead read a
paper cn “David's Prayer" (Psa. 86), Mrs,
Holmes one on  The Prayer of the Right-
eous,” and Mrs. W, Forbes one on ¢ Frances
Wi'lard’s Life.” Mrs. Huntsman gave an
echo from Adelaide Conference which was

J. T, COLES & CO.,
CASH GROCERS & PRODUCE MERCHANTS.

No.1, Corner Rae & Reld Sts., North Fitzroy; No 2, Lygon St,
25t Brunswick ; No. 3, High St., Northcote ; No.4, Sy ,?-c" Rs‘z'
Moreland; No, 5, Nicholscn St., North Carlton ; No. 6, mlg bty
Gity; No. 7, Corner High and Ballantyne Sis. Aoty
No. 8, Racecourse Rd., %@ewmar}rel: 0.9, ,R“lbd}? st
North Carlton; No. 10, High St., N. Preston; No. 11, b li. £

outh Preston’; No, jz, H’igh St, Norihcote; No. "3]' . lgvan
St, E. Brunswlck ; No. 14, Corner Queensberry an c."'}.“‘.'u)
Sts,, Carltori ; No, 15, Errol St., North Melb (opp. Town 2
=

MR. R. BARNES,
DENTIST,
78 Gertrude 8t., Fitzroy.

ke-st. (Red) trams}Pnss the
ggﬂ;nse-st. (Y(ellow) trams | Door.
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supplemented by Mrs. F. M. Ludbrook.
Irs. A. B. Maston was welcomed home and
gave a short talk, Miss Floyd sang a solo.
. S. TRINNICK, Supt,

Visited Footscray Sept. 18th. 12 sisters
present. We were pleased to see our aged
Sister Schofie'd in her usual place at the
meeting, uniting with her sisters in praise
and thaoksgiving to our loving Father for all
his goocdness and many mercies. Although
not many in number, we realised the Lord's
promise to be with the twos and threes
gathered in his name.

TEMPERANCE,

Two meetings held.  Ascot Vale on 20:h
ult.,, Miss Lambrick speaking ; Mrs. R
Thompson sang ; two pledges.

North Carlton, 21st ult. Miss Mills of
Bendigo spoke on ¢ The Moral Aspect of the
Drink Que:tion.” Mrs. R. Thompson again
obliged, and Miss May Humphery recited.
Two pledges. M. DARNLEY, supt.

AUTOMATIC SCRUBBER

Brush Scrubs and Dries Floor, picking up all water.
No KNEELING OR STOOPING. Secing is believing.

Posted, 5s. 9d.
Guaranteed Genuine by this Paper.

BRITISH IMPORT CO.,
44 William St., Melb.

Pauline Reliable Paper Patterns.

Ladies by using the above Patterns
will find Home Dressmakinga plea-
sure. Theyenableamother todress
herself and children fashionably at
a very smallcost. Remember they
are ABSOLUTELY RELIABLE,
and are obtainable from Agents at
all centres of the Commonwealth
and New Zealand.

Manufacturers: J. & M. INVERARITY,
161 SMITH ST., FITZROY.
Monthly Catalogues Posted, 1d.; Quarterly, 4d.

RUBBER TYPH

Offica Printing Outfits

No. o has 83 letters, 2 sets

bers, spaces, all p
ticn marks, tube of Ink, pad,
tweezers, and typeholder;
complete, in neat box. Price,
only 1/3, post Iree to any ad-
dress.

No. 2 has 5 Capltal and 5
Small letters of princlpal let- y
ters, required sets of other letters, also numbers, punctuation
marks, and spaces in divisian box. Each outfit comprises com-
plete alphabets (capitals and smul), &c., as above, solid rubber
type, by the best maker in the wotld; one patent Excelsior sclf-
In-ﬁln stamp pad, one typeholder, holding three lines of type for
stamping, one pair of tweezers, for placing type in holder, com-
plete, in neat box, only 4/6 post free.

No. 3.—Same style as above, but larger size o( type, larger
pad ani holder for four lines of type. Price, only 5/6 po:t free,

‘These outfits are far cheaper than a set rubber stanp, which
can only print the one thing. You can use the outfits for all pur-
poses, such as programmes, visitinz cards, address on bilibeads,
window price tickets, and for stamping linen, &c. Asa * spelling
object lesson " for children they are unk}uc. Addres; Orders—
S'IlAR NOVELTY COMPANY (Dept. 1) 229-23t Coilins St.,
Melbourne Box 466. G.P.O.

—_—

dziy

*‘RAJAH

Qold-cased, appear like solld

1d. Good
name from A to z(})n names included)

ghu. Any
RICE, 1/6
each; any 4 names for 5/, Postfreeanywhere. Maka

a club of 4, and send 5/- postal note for any 4 names
ou'll certainly be pleased with them. Aswe
rush, order at onoa. (Mention this paper.)
STAR NOVELTY COMPANY,
229-231 Colllna Strect,

thout extra charge

1

P

Melboarnay

‘o ‘194 JPN7] pooD) ‘Jaqjopy
‘paeddy “JON-9I\ 19810, ‘ge

engraved w
oy
‘Lqeg

Any motto of nnt more than 12z letters
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«Kiss me—I am about to cross the River J’?rinc[)]i] GMSOE{ ol
HOSPITAL VISITATION. ' w Thea we'll part no more, : ~ Gt
. . « Meet me there, 5 . e SADDLE, HARNEss anp Ore
Hospitals visited :—Me]b?u;ne, A”,rse,?s' won't that be glorious," ** I'll see my'}u;le f‘!:ld:;cd Tel. 2378. l\‘IANUFACTURERS(.:OLLAR )
e S ieud tprivaty) Hoshites 8 their liule angel faces.” Thea e smiled, and P 545 Elizabeth St. (op. Austral py,

paid to hospitals,and 1 to Benevolent_A_<ylum.
Members of the following churches visited :—
North Richmond, St. Kilda, Prahran, .Col-
livpgwood. Distributed books, magaziues,
tracts, etc.; total, 165. Several l?askets of
flowers, two parcels of old linen, kindress of
Sisters Wilsop, Gill and Varcoe. The com-
mittee beg to thank—DMrs. J. A. Davies for
large package of books and papers, Mrs. 12X
Pittman for parcel of Pure Words and Home
Chat, Miss Dean for parcel of illustrated
papers. M. PETCHEY.
DORCAS.

General Dorcas Rally was held Thursc_]ay,
Sep. 21st. Sisters present, 16. Donations
— Parcel of clothing from Mrs. Alston, p=r
Mrs. Davies; parcel from S. Yarra Dorcas.
Distributed 18 garments to Burwood Boys'
Home, 10 garments to Lygon-st. Dorcas,
6 yds. calico and 14 articles to Brighton
Dorcas; to needy cases, II garments.
Burwood Rally beld 4th inst., 18 present, 29
garments repaired. Donations to Home, 5
vests, 1 pair kaickers, 2 quilts.

C. Kemp.

Obituary

To live is Christ ; to die is gain.—Phil, 1 : 21
Hol
McNICHOL.—On the 31st Aug. James McNichol
passed away in the Inglewood Hospital at the age of
78 years. We interred his mortal remains in the
Mysia Cemetery in the presence of the Fernihur:t
brethren and other friends. He and hi< wife who
died about eight years ago, were both di cipes. A
grown up family is left to mourn their Joss.
Fernihuorst, V. AA.

DARLING.—On Sept. 19 the church at Moorool-
bark was called upon to part with one of its members
in the person of Bro. Darling, who fell asleep in
Jesus after much suffering, at the age of 35 years.
Bro. Darling was one of our strong members in the
litle church here, and for several years previous to
his death was our esteemed secretary, Bro. Darling
loved the church, and was a gocd worker. We will
miss him much, but we sorrow not as those who
bave no hope. Bro. Gilmore conducted a short
service at the house, and Bro, Gilmore, assisted by
Bro. Hembrow, the service at the grave. Bro
Darling leaves behind him a wife and four youné
children to mourn their loss, and to them the deepest
isyn;]pathg' of the whole church goes out.  Our prayer
s that the God of all con i i
ek solation will keep and bless

Mooroolbark, V. RoBT. LaNGLEY

JEFFREEB.—We are sorry to report the death of
avery fa-itbful and esteemed member, George Jeffrees,
H'e was immersed by Bro. 1llingworth, along with his.
wife, on Sep. 23, '03, and they have been most consis-
tent and regular in their allendance and Christian
life ever since. Prior to this date, our brother was
associated with the Methodists for many years. He
and !:is wife went on a holiday trip to Tamwo.rth
[qrtmght ago, and whilst there he was taken i an;
;hed on S?p. 19, 1905, at the age of 59 years.' He
eaves a wife, three sons and one married daughter
ilx;g n:luch sympathy is felt for them in their sad loss'
e ealh.-bed testimony was very beautiful and.

Dgst his last words were such expressions' as—

Our sister has shown wonder-

EEAL T IDPo) Raow hat the blessed Master

ful fortitude, and we pray tha )
may sustain ber. The dead in Christ are surely

blessed. We committed his body to the gf'ave in the
presence of {riends on Friday, Sep. 22n.cl. in the sure
and certain hope of a glorious resurrection.

Petersham, N S.W.

SULLIVAN.—We have had to perform a sad duty.
Oan Thursday we followed 10 the grave ?ur young
Bro. Sullivan, He was a bright, unassuming young
man, only 27, and the picture of health. He .had
only been married 4 months to our respected Sister
H. Burls, the youngest daughter of our late Gl
Burls, but the Master saw fit to call him home. We
deeply sympathise with our sister, and pray th:'n
God may comfort her sorrowing heart. Bren. will
C. Brooker and Horsell took part, and a goodly
number of brethren and friends stood around the
open grave and sang one of his favorite hymns.

Queenstown, S.A. R H.

HALL.—It is with sorrow that we report the death
of Sister Hall, wife of George Hall and daughter of
Sister Baker. Our sister after a long and painful
illness was called home on Sep. 23 That the loving
arms of our heavenly Father may encircle the be-
reaved is our prayer.

Sydney, N S.W.
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October 19, 1905

The Prahran Trouble.

A week or so ago we promised that we
would inform our readers of the nature of the
trouble at Prahran. .In order to get at the
facts from the standpoint of both parties, we
asked Mr. Pittman to make a statement of
the case as he understood it. We then wrote
to Mr. H. Hancock as follows :—

Oct. 4, 1902,
DearR Mr. Hancock,— 4 1905

I have a statement from Mr. J. Pittman
giving bis view of the unfortunate affair at
Prahran which I propose to publish, I
want as far as the AusTraLiaN CHRISTIAN is
concerned to be perfectly fair, and I ask you
and those who see with you to state the case
as you understand it. I want you in the
first place to be as brief as possible and avoid
the mention of all names and personalities.
Mr. Pittman has mentioned no names. This
statement 1 propose to publish in the same
jssue as the statement by Mr. Pittman.
Please remember that it must be a simple
statement of the case, and not arguments pro
and con. I would like this statement to
reach me by Oct. 12.

Sincerely yours,

A. B. MasToN.

Below we give the statements supplied by
Messrs. Pittman and Hancock. As far as
the CHRISTIAN is concerned, the matter ends
here.

Armadale,
Oct. 4, 1905.
Dear Bro. MaAsTON,—

It seems due to the brotherhood that the
leading facts concerning the Prahran church
trouble should be stated, which are as fol-
lows :(—

For many years it had been the custom of
the church to have what is known amongst
us as the open platform at the meeting for
worship. Latterly this privilege, in the estl-
mation of many of the members, was much
abused. The objectionable talks were en-
dured with varying degrees of patience for a
long time ; till it became evident that serious
results, ruinous to the church, were working.
In a few months about eighty members, young
in the faith, had ceased to attend. On beiog
visited they were found to be in a most dis-
turbed state of mind. This decided us that
something must be done; and the course
that seemed least likely to offend the majority
of the members was to adopt the plan system.
It was said the trust deed was against it.
copy was obtained; and legal opinion “":5
also obtained as to its meaning. Lhis wasf 0
the effect that while it clearly provided ,or
liberty for all male members to speak, 1t “SS
silent as to method. An arrangement of the
order of speakers was therefore not opp0§en
toit. At the next church meeting the {ngtlg
for the plan was proposed and carhrle drey
over ninety per cent.of the two AURC_
members present. A second m°t.‘°"-t -
carried by the same majority, making ln o
act of disorder to interfere with the arra ger
ment to be made. As soon as this neW n;)tr) e
came into operation, a few male ?{1,5 g
showed their opposition to it by wal l;:gr the
one after another, at short intervals 2 i

rother announced to speak had beg
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add i
spe;:lizsr.s Tgxs Vs very incommoding to the
e 'itan !also to the hearers; but both
T 8 ong time without openly com-
e g.Th 1l One occasion the speaker broke
. € objectors appealed to the trus-

tors, that the arrangeme

In the hands of the deacons, and th

. 3 at the

g’;'ﬁ:ﬁ; ;Eiiorlélt;:):est i be re?cinded, was carried
T ng, only one voting against
Was generally thought that this ended

the trouble. But no. The malcontents be-
came still more troublesome. One would
mount the platform uninvited, and commence
talking, notwithstanding the chairman’s re-
quest that. he take his seat. Others would
openly object to the speaker appointed, after
he ascended the platform. Questions were
asked during the service, and the receiving of
members from sister churches was objected
to in their presence, when nothing could be
adduced against them. Some were griev-
ously insulted and offended by this conduct.
The disturbers were patiently borne with
and repeatedly warned that their conduct
was most disorderly. But as they persisted,
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a church meeting was called, and after full
opportunity, had been allowed for expressions
of repentance, but all in vain, the church
withdrew, by a large majority, from three of
the worst offenders. But even this extreme
act of discipline had no deterring effect on
the offenders. Church meetings were cailed,
but. the business could not be conducted,
owing to those being present, and refusing to
leave, whose names had been removed from
the church roll. At length a meeting was
successfully convened by members’ ticket;
those having no ticket not being admitted.
At this meeting the church gave the deacons
full power to use all lawful means to put a
stop to thedisgraceful conductabove described.
Warning was then given that the aid of the
law would be called, to deal with those who
had refused to heed the church’s voice and
had been withdrawn from. The interruptions
continued, and reluctantly the officers issued
a summons against one of the excluded ones.
This was deemed no violation of 1 Cor. 6, as
the teaching there relates to those in mem-
bership. The step was advised by many
leading brethren of Melbourne. The case
broke down owing to a technicality, but it
was proved that he had broken the law of the
land. This failure to get a conviction seemed

(' .
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to embolden the factious to greater opposl-
tion. They even went <o far as to ask ques-
tions and state objections while the l_oread .and
wine were being passed round. This decided
the officers to try the plan of keeping the
offenders out of the building while divine

service was being conducted. The first
attempt was successful ; but the ne.\'thLoxéq s
the dis-

day a great crowd gathered, and
turbers, with several young men of the world,
forced their way by the deacons who stood in
the doorway, and created a panic in the house
of prayer. It was obvious that no meeting
for worship could be held, and an announce-
ment was made to this effect. After much
confusion the chapel was cleared and glosed.
The same day 1 handed my resignation to
the officers, being convinced that it was now
the only way to end the trouble. This re-
sulted in about one hundred and twenty of
the members informing me that they were
determined not to enter the Prahran chapel
again. The church had btecome so much
reduced that this number formed a very
larce majority of those lately attending.
- This decided the officers to close the build-
ing, and hand the keys to the trustees.
It also left me no option, in loyalty to
the persecuted saints, but to gat'her them
elsewhere for worship. At my invitation
seventy met at my house to break bread the
following Lord’s day. Next day I secured
the Albert Hall, Windsor ; and the following
Lord's day one hundred met and enjoyed a
peaceful time of worship in the breaking of
bread. The following Thursday evening we
met, and enrolled ourselves as members of the
church of Christ at Windsor. Church officers
were also appointed, and arrangements for
preaching and Sunday School were made.
We begin with a charter membership of one
hundred and twenty-five, who are all earnest
Christians and attend to the service and work
of the Master. The old buildings have been
banded over to the few who remained; and
so ends, we trust, the unseemly trouble.
Whatever may be said besides, the state-
ment above cannot in truth be in contradic-
tion, seeing I have kept to the bare facts. I
only ask, Even if a real cause of grievance
9xis_ted, which is not admitted, would it
justify such conduct? Let the brethren judge.
J- PrrTM™AN.

“ Avondale,”
Porter-st., Prahran,
MR. MasToN,—

Sir,—In reference to the trouble at Prahran.
The prayer of the brethren of the closed plat-
form for months has been, that right might
prevail and the cause of the evil removed.
We believe that the prayer has been
answered and I am pleased to say ends the
matter.

Yours, etc.,

Tue Orex PraTror.

Kindly insert this near Mr. Pittman’s
statement.—H. Haxcock,
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