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The Restoration of the Church.

Every one must admit that the church of
God, during the first age of its history, when
everything both in fa'ith and practice, origin-
ally, was given by inspiration of the Holy
Spirit, was just such a church as God would
have, and if he ever intended it to be other-
wise, he certainly would have so ordained it.
. . » The restoration, then, of that church, in
all respects as it was at the beginning, is the
thing above all others that God in his provi-
dence would have accomplished. . . . That
which was well pleasing to the divine Father
in the establishing and perfecting the church
must be well pleasing to him now.

A sublime enterprise.

The church as it was, without any human
legislation, furnished the ground of Christian
union then, and that alone can furnish the
basis of Christian union now. Consequently,
the union of all God's people on the Bible as
our only authority in religion was the ulti-
mate object to be accomplished by the
restoration of the church. Grand conception !
Glorious execution! The very thought
never ceases to thrill me! I desire no higher
honor on earth than to give all the powers of
my life to the advancement of such a work.
. . . Since “it is glorious to create, but more
glorious to redeem,” the redemption of the
church of God from its captivity and apos-
tasy is the most glorious work that ever
thrilled the human heart, or nerved the
buman will. My faith is that God’s bene-
diction will ever rest on the man who is faith-
ful to this work. -

here is there a grand old hero in this
contest for things as they were at the begin-
ning, who has not felt the blows of the

Eyvom a Sevmon by F. G. Allen in 1878.

enemy, and smiled as he heard their harmless
ring upon his armor? O! my brethren, the
man whose spirit is not within him, whose
bgst mettle is not aroused, who is not inspired
with no mean inspiration, as he battles for
such a cause, clad in an armor of divine
truth, is a stranger to the spirit of genuine,
sanctified chivalry. But, soul-inspiring as
the plea, and the labor for its accomplish-
ment, there have ever been those to oppose
it. . . . When opposition saw that the wall
of Jerusalem was about to be completed in
spite of all efforts to prevent it, they changed
their tactics. They tried toinduce Nehemiah
to leave the work and counsel with them
with reference to its completion.

Our greatest danger.

Just bere, dear brethren, is our greatest
danger. While we remain true to the prin-
ciples on which we started out, there is no
earthly power that can impede our progress.
But the day we leave these walls and go out
to take counsel with the world, will mark the
day of our decline. We have nothing to
fear from without. Our only danger is from
within. This danger lies in the direction of
indifference and compromise. While we are
true to God in the maintenance of these
principles, the divine blessing will rest upon
our work. But should they ever be sur-
rendered, ruin will as certainly follow as that
the Bible is true. y

When God dipped his hand in chaos and
bespangled the universe with worlds, he im-
pressed upon them his divine will, and they
rejoiced in that impression. In this impres-
sion they received the laws regulating their
existence, and the moment one of those laws

is resisted disaster follows. When shining
ranks of angels leaped forth from his open
hand, they received a knowledge of his will,
and they delighted in that knowledge; but
the day that some disregarded it, they fell
eternally under the divine wrath. When man
issued from the plastic fingers of the Almighty,
reflecting the divine image, the crowning
work of his hands, he received a law of life
unto life, or of death unto death. While he
rejoiced in that law God was his companion
and friend ; but the day he compromised it
with Satan, he fell from the favor of God,
and went out under the curse of the Almighty.

HAccording to the model.

When God established his church on the
divinity of Jesus, and under the authority of
his Son, he developed that church under his
fostering care till it rejoiced in a full-grown
manhood in Christ. But when that church
forgot the lesson of its development, it went
into apostasy and bondage. When God put
it into the hearts of our fathers to restore
that church according to its divine model,
their souls were thrilled with the thought,
and they rejoiced in their privilege. While
they have builded according to the model,
they have received unsurpassed tokens of
God's approbation ; but the day their pos-
terity depart from that model and begin to
build after the wisdom of the world, that day
will God’s presence and glory depart from
them! Would to God I had the power to
express this thought with angelic force, and
burn it into the memory of our young
preachers with a tongue of fire!

FOR CHRIST AND UNITY.

By C. L. Thurgood.

Adapted from George Essex Evans' Australian Fedeval song.

In the greyness of the dawning we have seen
the Bible Star,
In the whisper of the morning we have heard
the years afar.
Shall we sleep and let them be,
S When they call to you and me?
ball the church remain asunder that was
once in unity ?
For the cross is e'er before us,
F And the track is clear before us. _
Tom the mountains to the oceans let us lift
the mighty chorus
For the Christ and unity,

Wehave flung the challenge forward. Breth-
ren, stand or fall as one 1.
Christian union soon will greet us, banners
ilded by the sun.
Fr%m the graves benf_ath the sky,
Where our pioneers lie.
From the forelaﬁds of the Future they are
aiting our reply.
W': can %ace the rougll:est weather,
If we only hold together. 3
Marchi:‘;vg fon{rard to the Future, marching
shoulder firm together,
For the union yet to be.

All the greyness of the dawning, all the mists
are overpast ;
In the glory of the morning there'll be union
here at last.
They who sang, ‘ She yet will be,”
We shall hail ber, crowned and free,
Never more the church be sundered, since
her life is unity.
For the cross is e’er before us,
And the Star of Hope is o'er us.
From the mountains to the oceans, brethren,
lift the mighty chorus,
For the Christ and unity.
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Country Evangelisation.

J. G. PRICE,

This is a subject upon which there must
be differences of opinion, as there is no suffi-
cient data available for a definite conclusion.
But there are phases of the question which
can be looked into, out of which there may
come certain practical suggestions. As far
as New Zealand is concerned, it is yet in the
nebulous stage and its influences practically
nil. We have as yet only touched the fringe
of the question. Any efforts we have so far
made, although not resultless, have not broken
far into the dense mass of passive ignorance
and determined sectarianism. But as far as
we have gone, the pure gospel, as ever, has
proved its potentcy and power.

The plea and the power.

How we can extend this influence is the
problem which confronts us, and our best
efforts should be directed to this end. The
fewness of our numbers should be no bar
against our onward march towards the at-
tainable. We have the plea, and we can
have the power. Then what hinders? This
is the question. One great defect is concen-
tration. Concentrated effort is desirable, but
there is a concentration towards stagnation.
There is the concentration of the beehive.
From all quarters the industrious individual
bee brings to the centre its moiety, but it is
the swarming that expands, and we rarely
swarm.

It needed persecution in the early church
to scatter abroad, whereby the gospel was
spread, and without the scattering there can
be no reaping. Not only the scattering of the
seed, but the scattering of the sowers. Given
the seed, results must accrue, but this can
only be done when men go everywhere
‘¢ preaching the gospel.”

A compendium of classical knowledge.

What wait we for ? An educated ministry?
I am not against the educated preacher. God
speed the day when every preacher will be a
compendium of sacred and classical lore. But
whilst we wait for the compilation of the
compendium, the people perish for lack of
knowledge. Get on with your education ;
but get on as fast as you can, you will be too
slow for the world’s deep needs. Whilst you
are cramming your students with mental lux-
uries, the people are gasping for the water of
life. It is itineration we need, the itineration
of the sanctified youog man of God, full of
the love of Christ, and burning for the salva-
tion of others. One of our leading American
preachers recently said tbat, if we had the
itinerancy of the Methodists and Baptists,
we would soon capture America for Christ.

The best way to extend the gospel in the
country is to extend it in the city, and the
best way to extend it in the city is to extend
it in our own souls. Get into deeper touch
with the Infinite, and you will closer touch
the finite. The deeper we are impressed by
the God, the deeper we will impress the man.

An old Methodist once prayed, ¢ Lord, we
can’t hold much, but we can overflow a lot.”
If we are full to overflowing with the love of

New Zealand.

Christ, someone will feel it, and our pockets
as well as talents will respond to the impress.
S. D. Culyer, at the great Bethany Park
Congress, said that like Paul, it was “ Woe
is me if I preach not the gospel ’; and he
said, whilst there was one man unsaved,
Culyer would be after that man. At a great
meeting held in California when hundreds
were won for Christ, an eminent M.D. and
an equally eminent insurance inspector left
their businesses to work the work. With
spirits like these, the country will soon be
won.

Where lies the responsibility ? Can it be
shirked? The officers of the churches and
conferences are not wholly irresponsible, but
they cannot work without the means and the
men. The responsibility rests upon the man
who can give, and the man who can go.

The man who can give.

There are numbers of young men in our
churches, who can acceptably tell the old,
old story, but who cannot afford the loss of
time and money necessary for a run into the
country to preach. How is this difficulty to
be overcome? and be overcome it must.
There is one man who can solve it, and that
is the man who can give. Don't tell me that
there is no one to go.

If you are waiting for the advent of the
cultured preacher, herein lies a difficulty, but
the difficulty is of your own creation. Get
culture if you can, but when that is wanting,
use the sanctified common sense available.
Once disabuse the idea that culture is a
sine qua non, and the young man who knows
his Bible and can speak will willingly go and
do his best, and this God will glorify. Itis
not education that tells, but the word of God.
And if this is rightly divided, with an intense
desire for souls, God will do the rest.

Don’t be afraid to use your young men.
Talent will develop under the influence of
study and service. Send them from the city
into the suburbs, and from the suburbs into
the villages, and from the villages into the
settlements, and wherever there is an inhabi-
tant let them go, breaking forth the word of
life, and whilst the colleges are preparing
others, they will be winning numberless
souls, for which they shall shine as the stars,

Liberty to preach.

The executives of our Conferences and the
officers of our churches will do this, but they
are hampered for the want of funds. Letthe
man who can give, do so bountifully. There
can be no better investment. Back of our
talents, and back of desires, there lies the
greatest of all-—our opportunifies.

God judges a man, not by the limitations
of his talents, or the quality of his learning;
but by the utilisation of his opportunities.

« She hath done what she could” is the
highest encomium possible, and the non-use of
our opportunity is the burying of our talent,
with its awful results.

When I first found the Church of Christ I
was full of joy at its liberty—liberty to preach

. |
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the gospel in its fulness, after being hampered
by sectarian environments.

There is no organisation in the world yj
the freedom and opportunities of the Church
of Christ. Every young man with any talent
can find an opening, and the field is large
But the reason many more do not SPrea(i
out is because of the want of inducement apg
encouragement.

The problem solved.

Many of them, I know, look with longip
eyes out upon the work, and they would erte;
it with avidity were they taken by the hand,
shown its maguitude, and inspired with itg
promises. This can only be done by thoge
who are in a position to assist. There are
financial difficulties in the way of many 3
promising young man, and these difficultieg
are removable, and ought to be removed, and
once they are, I feel assured that there will
be a spreading out of numbers of young men,
eager to tell the glad tidings of a Saviour's
love. And when such is the case, the prob.-
lem of country evangelisation will have been
solved, and the gospel proclaimed in every
town and hamlet in the Dominion.

Behind the young man who can go is the
man who can send, and behind them both is
the Almighty God, yearning for the salvation
of the race,and as he cries “ Who will go
for us ?” that cry unheeded, we fail to rise to
our obligations unless we respond, ¢ Here am
I, send me.” In apostolic days the church
sent them forth, and to be apostolic the
church must now send them forth. And if
the church sends them forth with its imprim-
atur then success is assured.

South Australian Letter.

D. A. Ewers.

We are going to have electric cars in
Adelaide! Let no one laugh incredulously
at this statement, It is true, has been true
for the past generation, and is likely to re-
gmam true for some time. They were to have
tev:n running in November. “Now they are
) conence I March. We Adelaidians
i;:.na ong-suffering people, and even if the
& ttr;lenc;ment_ls postponed for a few more

ontas there will be no revolution. We will
still “ meekly waic anqd murmur not."”
Closing the hotels,

Three Years ago a loc i
taken in ‘severa] districts?lb?x[tat;gnefgllll C‘ZIZ:

,orewers have ;
trating the wil] of igefar succeeded in frus-

represented thestzd’ one-third in each district,

weall 2 takings of thousang ds
spee:i']yg'_ ?:d 1t paid the interestend s;?:g?eusn to
long. Bu‘tv :il:lml‘f ands to keep them open SO
ities have i) ally, most of thege technical-

Special prsied away by the courts,
the 15 hotels t ‘censing bench has selected
laide district 0 be closed iy the Port Ade-
before the gng Whose licengeg will expire
3°dpublic-housgg I&iﬁg * There will stil}J be
and grocerg' 1icenses) teos sﬂ;gls)', ‘t‘g:e;séhggg

residentg
. e .
on other dis.trlu:tsl.)wch Wil now set to work
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The H.M. offering.
We are looking forward to a large offering
¢ Home Missions on March 7. The State
fo so solidly prosperous that it ought to be
1; Jargest annual contribution yet made. I
the e of the big denominations here com-
Jains that its mission offerings have not
gbared in the general prosperity, but I am
ersuaded that our people have not 50'leamed
Christ. In view of the fact that this is the
Centennial year, and that the Committee have
laced evangelists in the new and promising
fields of Narracoorte and Maylands in ad-
dition to keeping all the other fields going, the
brethren will no doubt rise to the occasion
and provide the requisite funds not only to
support the work now undertaken but to
extend its radius.

see 0D

Two pioneers.

There have recently passed away two well
known brethren, W. Brooker, an elder of the
church at Hindmarsh, and C. Clark, an
elder of the Nth. Adelaide church. Bro.
Brooker was a cripple for over 50 years, but
a fine Christian, and he left behind him a
family of workers. One son is the President
of our Federal Conference and superintendent
of the Hindmarsh Sunday School. Another
is an elder of the York church, and super-
intendent of the school there; and a grand-
son, although engaged in secular work, is the
preacher of the Queenstown church. The
whole family stands very high in the esteem
of the brotherhood. Bro. Clark was also
much esteemed. Some 44 years ago my
father, mother and brother, with Mr. and
Mrs. Clark, met for the breaking of bread in
Mount Gambier. Later on, from 1863 to
1868, I lived in his house as an apprentice,
he then having a large agricultural machinery
business. It was he who first induced me,
before I was eighteen, to preach. How well
I remember those cottage meetings which
afterwards developed into public gatherings
in a little old Baptist Chapel, and later in a
building of our own.

A maiden speech.

My first essay at speaking was in a cottage
on the Lord’s coming, rather a tough subject,
but of course I knew all about it in those
days. I endeavored to prove the Lord's ad-
vent would be before the Millennium, and in
this connection pointed out thatas it wasin ghe
days of Noah so it should be in the coming
of the Son of man. *They were then,” I
said, “eating and drinking, marrying and
8lving in marriage, and doing all other sorts
of wicked things.” Bro. C. never forgot that
unfortunate slip. We were short of preach-
IDg material in those days, and obliged to use
What we had, and so I was pressed into the
Service. Three or four of us who had never
Sboken in public commenced then, and we
Used to meet during the week to discuss the
Previous Sunday night's sermon. My pro-
essor in theology, as I called Bro. C,in critt-
oISing one of my discourses, described it as 2
1 daddy longlegs ” spider, “all arms and
®8S with no body,” and I fancy he was about
SOrtect, In a]| probability 1 should mever
h:“ve become a preacher had it not been f;fr
ttl;s help and encouragement. For a while

 little church grew and prospered, but I
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tim i
ande f;lx]'el leading workers all left the district
farea buc;ni% 13’5:55 thf_cburch has been scat-’
not in vain,
:g';lgeorfstgua)é probably remember « The His-
e Church In Secton,” which I wrote

as a serial in t

history of the

P d James Love-
good, the principal ands ove
stood for Charlespé]zal(r:kh.a S dston)

The C.L0.B. M,

The visit of E, T, Edmonds was quite a

{)r(?a;, but like that of Bro. Ware was all too
Lne . He spoke twice in Norwood on the

forlcll s day, lectured in Grote-st. on the work
gh the C.W.B.M. on Monday night, and for
the S.A.. Alliance on temperance progress
In America and New Zealand on Tuesday
night, and left on Wednesday. His lectures
were greatly appreciated. Those who heard
him on the Monday evening got a fine idea
of the great work done by the women of our
Ame.nc.an churches. They support hundreds
of missionariesin India, Mexico, Sth. America,
Jamaica, Porto Rico and the home fields, and
last year they raised over £60,000, more even
than the Foreign Christian Mission Saciety
of the American brotherhood.

Mile End, Adelaide, Feb. 16.

Letter from H. H. Strutton.

Most of the gospel work for the past year
has been in and around Baramati and the
adjacent villages, though we have been
enabled to reach more of the distant ones
since the purchase of the horse tonga in June
last. During the cooler weather, which
seems to have come to a sudden stop, we
have been in the habit of going out occasion-
ally to a distant village in the early mornings,
and now that the warmer weather is begin-
ning, we purpose going to these places over
night, camping out under the trees to be
ready for an extra early meeting before the
people get out into their fields, otherwise it is
impossible to get them together in any num-
ber for a meeting.

Bazaar preaching. 5 '
he preaching in the bazaar at Baramati
is ;Ic;gulgrly carrgied on every week, and if vze
are away anywbere xt}neratlng, we endeavor to
get home again in time for this. O(l; somef
occasions no less than a thousand, made ltltp o
different relays, have been counted 1:11] atten-
dance at these Thursday afternoon gatherings.
Gospels are always sold at such tlm?S, solme.
times as many as twenty, more okten ess,
but these printed messengers acs ta fen a.wa()i:
into distant homes, and, no dgubtt,lo tein xe;:o
by whoever is able to read in the place

several gathered together.

Farming. :
i 1 work we have

With regard to industria SPTS WE nave

i eaving on band. 1

'fam:;lnlgigmiit;vinitialg stages, and havm% no
o e worker, so fan that we have ;eg
il et aside for this work, it bas not ha
Ll St' n that it should have otherwise
the AT well was sunk and good water

::S::‘llceg;: over twenty feet, and later on widen-

-and form this Society among the
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Ing and deepening the same was commenced,
In order to assure a permanent supply. This
1s not completed so far. We have purchased
a pair of bullocksand a cart, and had farming
1mp]ements made, so as to be independent of
having to wait for the farmers around to do
our sowing and ploughing for us after their
own is all finished, and in other ways we have
been gradually making improvements at the
18 acre field. We have hopes of getting a
man to join the mission here, who will live at
the field and support himself and family and
exploit the field to its best advantage, and in
the near future this agricultural work should
pay the mission well.

The Nira left Bank Canal is to be raised
2% feet soon, and then the piece of land
which we have will be worth more per acre
than we gave for the whole of it, as it will be
under the Canal area for watering ; the work
will take two or three years, however, to
complete,

The weaving industry.

The weaving work has passed through its
teething stage, and is now doing well. Since
its inception we have sunk about £2o0 in it,
including cost of machinery, and working at
a loss for the first year, but the result has
justified all that has been done, and we have
two married Christian weavers, and two
single ones earning good wages. One of
these latter hopes shortly to run in double
harness also. We began in a small way, by
introducing looms that were an improvement
in speed only upon the ones in ordinary use
by the villagers, instead of getting those
that were of a prohibitive cost, and our
aim has been to show to all that the
ordinary village weaver can double his out-
put of cloth per montb, by adding a fly
shuttle slay to his present loom plant, at a
cost of only Rs. 12 extra. At first all the
weavers of the place were sceptical, and
would have none of the new thing, but they
have been reluctantly convinced of their error
by this time. Still many of them are so con-
servative that they will still stick to their old
plans, and earn less money. The Government
of the Presidency is prepared to finance a
Co-operative Society for the weavers of
Baramati, giving over to them a working
capital of about two thousand rupees, which
will enable them to purchase their yarn
wholesale, store it here and have a shop
to sell the made up material, and so do
away with the amount that goes at present to
the dealers as profit on the yarn and on the
sales of cloth. . They have asked me to try
local
weavers, but though all are agreed that it
will be a good thing for them as a body, they
say they cannot trust any of their number
to be responsible for the handling of the
money. In time it will be done, no doubt,
but it is getting the start that is the trouble.
The Government's idea is to get them to
introduce new and improved looms into their
work in time, allowing them to borrow the
money at a low rate of interest, but this will
be a slow process, and they suggest that we
should introduce a few of the newer kinds
into our weaving shed here, and so illustrate
the advantage of such to the Baramati
weavers.
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A Great, Battle Field.

The recent revolution in Turkey is pro-
bably the most significant event which has
marked the opening years of the twentieth
century. No one dreamed that such a
revolution was possible. It had become a
fixed idea in the minds of men that anything
in the shape of reform, as far as Turkey was
concerned, was an impossibility. Hitherto,
it had presented a stupid, impassive front to
the progress of civilisation, and remained the
one unchanging thing in a world of change.
Indeed, the profound conviction of those who
had studied the problem of Turkish degenera-
tion and misrule was that reform was im-
possible and extinction the only remedy. It
was seen that the difficulty in the way of
reform was religious as well as political.
Primarily religious, because religion was the
dominant factor in politics as in other things.
So long as the Koran—the Bible of the
Mohammedan world—remained the infallible
guide of the people of Turkey, progress in
any given direction was out of the question.
For the Koran was not only regarded as con-
sisting of an inflexible code of rules in religion,
but also as a vade-mecum in all matters per-
taining to political, social and economic ques-
tions. It is this fact which makes the
revolution in Turkey the most significant
event of the present century. In the centre
of Mohammedan power, the authority of the
Koran bas been set at defiance, and its
supreme head has been forced to copsent to
measures repugnant to the feelings of every
true follower of Mohammed.

A bloodless revolution.

The change brought about in this portion
of the Mohamn.edan world during the past
few months has been as wonderful as it was
unexpected. It is thus described : * Within
the last few months what a change we have
seen! The utterly unexpected has happened.
By an almost bloodless revolution the de-
spotic constitution of Turkey has been
altered, and many of the most essential prin-
ciples, prejudices and practices of Islam have
been abandoned. Women have left their
seclusion, formed public meetings, and ranged
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themselves in movements for their freedom
and for their education. Christians and
Moslems have organised and agitated in the
same ranks. In many places the Moslem
religious teacher and the Christian priest
have been appointed fellow-presidents of
local societies of progress.” It is, of course,
difficult to forecast what will be the ultimate
outcome of this extraordinary movement, but
there are some things in connection with it
that do not require the gift of prophecy in
order to foresee what its effects will be upon
the immediate future. As the first blow of
any magnitude which has been struck from
the inside against the authority of the Koran,
and consequently the authority of Mohammed,
it may be regarded as the beginning of the
overthrow of Mohammedanism as a religious
force in the world. Not that we expect that
its final overthrow is a thing of the near
future—the system is too widespread and
deeply seated for us to form sanguine ex-
pectations of that kind. Even the downfall
of Mohammedanism in the West would not
mean its downfall in the East. Such an
event would come with telling force upon
Eastern Islamism, and help to hasten its end,
but the struggle would be bitter and long
drawn out.

Confronted by Christian Civilisation.

Mohammedanism in the East does not
come into contact with the forces which
threaten to destroy Mohammedanism in the
West. Not to the same extent, at any rate.
Islam in the East has an environment of its
own. In the West it is confronted by Chris-
tian civilisation — an environment which is
ultimately destructive of all Eastern religions.
It is this environment which has made the
revolution in Turkey at all possible. In
Arabia, Africa and India, Mohammedanism
finds congenial soil. It is the superior of the
native religions which it seeks to overthrow,
and appeals at once to that which is highest
and lowest in the races it proselytises with so
much success. For while, on the one hand,
it succeeds in destroying idolatry, and
teaches a pure monotheism, on the other, it
conserves such heathen vices as find express-
ion in the lowered status of woman, and the
infamies incidental to slave-dealing. In
Turkey and Egypt, the followers of Moham-
med are surrounded and penetrated with the
influences of European civilisation, and are
restrained from carrying out the corrupt
principles of tbeir religion to the extent they
could wish, and this restraint is in itself ap
educational factor. In the remote places of
the earth, Mohammedan fanaticism hag full
sway, and makes itself manifest in deadly
hatred to the followers of Christ. Death ig
the penalty awarded to a Moslem who em,.
braces Christianity, and this deadly feud hag
been waged for centuries, and is only kept in
check where the representatives of Christiap
nations have the upper hand. In Turkey
the same hatred, the same feud has existeq’
kept in bounds for the most part, but breal.
ing out now and then with great ferocity.
It therefore seems something like a mirac]q
when we read that Moslem and Christian
have buried their religious hatreds and are
working together in brotherly unison for th
regeneration of their country. It seems o,
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good to be true. Butit is true, ang
only hope that it will prove to be 5
unity and the dawn of better things tq

‘VE Qan
Come,
A powerful enemy.

In the opinion of no less an authorj
Dr. George Adam Smith, Christianitt};v thag
Islam will be the battle-ground of the fy;. 0
« From the very rise of this monotheijg 4
he says, ** there has been no greater prop)e!
to the faith of Christians, no more obdurartn
indifference to their gospel, nor any s dane
gerous a rival in the task of converting thz;
polytheistic and idolatrous races of the world,”
One of the reasons for this is that Mohap,
medanism has more of truth in it than gy
other non-Christian religion. It is a com.
pound of Judaism and Christianity, with 5
mixture of the lower Arabian teaching apq
practices. As Dr. Smith says, “the Koray
is an extraordinary mixture of truth apq
error. Its evident “compilation from older
writings of various values, its ignorance ang
misstatement of facts, its curious torture and
confusion of facts, its accommodation to some
of the lower moral levels on which Moham.
med found the Arabs, or to his own personal
passions—all these obviously disprove his
assertion that it originally was written in
heaven and dictated by God to his apostle."”
The real strength of Mohammedanism lies in
its unswerving allegiance to the great funda-
mental truth of the unity of God. It gives
no quarter to idolatry in any shape or form.
It hates with equal fervor the images of the
Romish Church and the idols of the Hindu.
In the seventh century it came as a scourge
upon the decadent forms of Christianity with
which it came in contact—a corrupt Chris-
tianity, partly idolatrous and partly immoral.
In the darker parts of the earth it came as
a revelation from God. Its missionaries
were Asiatic or African, and converts to the
faith of Mohammed found no dividing lines
of race or color. There were no barriers to

;ntermarriage and no exclusions by a superior
ace,

A problem of the empire.

To-day, we are told, Islam is professed by
é8° millions of the human race, of whom
t}? millions are in India alone. It is clear,

en, that the future of Mohammedanism is
:l?e that concerns very nearly the interests of

e British Empire. It is of interest to
; :::,f on the authority of Dr. Smith, that
ngtion rgm the question of religion, the British
Moham as earned the respect of the whole
i aT.edan world for its even-handed ad-
way ba i{onf of justice. He says, “ On my
with sevc lrom ,I“dla. I had conversations
ehethr ﬂt:ra Turkish officials in the provinces
they ﬁxe; Jordan, and it is remarkable how
tion,"” « Yon us this attitude as our distinc-
him, « t)wou English,” said one of them to
which oi your conquests to the vigor with
birth azd are endowed by your Northerd

’ to your mastery of science; but

You could
you haye ;::: I have held these conquests 85

ristiang,” hesave for your justice.,” “You

of carrying op continued, « have.the secret
tion to another)-"o ur Justice from one genera-
more e] : Is testimony is all the
fe. as under Mohammedan sway

Justic o onf
e 1
S & most uncertain quantity, As e¥"
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:fed under Turkish rule, corruption and
?@5:;2; have flourished to such an extent as
igjhave become a by-word among the nations.
This administration of justice, which is char-
acteristic of the British _nation in rgga-rd to
the alien races over which it rules, is, indis-

atably, the outcome of the Christianity

which has given fibre to the institutions of

which we are justly proud.

A waning power.

Mohammedanism may and does flourish in
the dark and remote places of thq earth, but
its progress is arrested as soon as it comes in
contact with Christian civilisation. The
parriers erected by fanaticism are broken
down, and Christianity gets a hearing. In-
stances of this are given by Dr. Smith. After
citing other cases, he says, ¢ Take, again, the
city of Cairo, the intellectual centre of Islam.
When I spent a winter there in 1879, con-
verts to Mohammedanism were extremely
rare, and it was impossible for them to livein
Egypt or any other part of the Moslem world.
But twenty-five years later, I attended in the
hall of the mission of the American United
Presbyterians a public meeting, held once a
week for discussion between the adherents
of the two religions—at which I heard a man
who had a few years before been a teacher in
the great Mohammedan University of El-
Azhar, but had been converted to Chgis-
tianity, present the case for the Christian
religion with fervorand ability. And he was
respectfully listened to by a considerable
number of Moslems.”

Manifestly, in the Mohammedan world, a
great battle has to be fought. Truth dis-
figured by gross error must be eclipsed by
the pure truth of God as revealed in Jesus
Christ. Doors hitherto closed are now being
opened for the admission of light. And,
when the true light shines, darkness must
disappear. False religions die as knowledge
advances. Christianity as it came pure from
the lips of Jesus finds no foe in the adv'ance
of knowledge, but welcomes it as a friend,
and rejoices in whatever light it can bring to
men,

Editorial Notes

The Organ Key.

The Herald and Presbyter, an American
paper, tells of a church in Canada in which
two musicians quarrelled over the key of the
organ, each claiming that it was his duty to

eep it, The people took sides, and the
Whole church suffered in consequence. But
We need not go to Canada for examples of
this kind. Churches in Australia have been
fent with dissensions over controversies of
equally microscopic dimensions, which have
€en magnified into matters of principle. No
oubt each of the musicians in that Canadian

church fe]t that a most important P““c'ple
Was involved in the guardianship of that
organ key, A grain of sand is bl_ltﬂl‘tt.le
:hmg' yet when it takes up its rgsxdence llxn

® human eye it occupies attention to the
Reglect of greater issues. It isisad tojreflect

The Australian Christian

how great g matter a little fire kindleth, A

(ciz:;r;ncléed over a lamp, and Chicago was
cest g':d. Afcblte_cts are growing wiser
matérial er{:}gti;rlrlg city buildirl]gs of fireproof
erial, more ‘ gold, sil
gtregg;us:' stones,” and legs & wood, g;; ::g
ubble,” churches would not be so inflam-

mable) and o .
likely to occzi-igan key conflagrations be less

Adult, Bible Class Movement..

Side by side with the Teacher Trainin
glélsses, of which we have before written, th%
- ult Blple Clas:s movement has taken a
Ol':: h;\)}gelrni America, and is rapidly growing.

: can papers give prominence to
this work, which is general among many
re}xglous bodies. W. A. Dunn, a Methodist
minister who has lately returned from a visit
to America, says that in some schools they
have what is called the Hustlers’ Committee,
and when a stranger comes to reside in the
town he is looked up. On the Monday a
member would call with a card inviting him
to the Sunday School, and another member
would call on Tuesday, and so on through
the week till Sunday, when yet-another would
call and wait till he was ready to come. This
movement has attained such dimensions that
large public meetings are held in its advo-
cacy, and great enthusiasm is displayed in
connection therewith. The object is to have
every church member at least, and as many
more as possible, in the school, and men by
tens of thousands are thus studying the Word
of God every Lord's day. Many of these
classes have hundreds of students, and the
Adult Bible Class on a large scale has
evidently come to stay. The movement is
big with promise for the future.

A Scientist, and an Elevator Shaft.

We are told by the Clristian Standard that
«“a prominent Christian Scientist teacher in
Indianapolis fell down an elevator shaft and
was accidentally killed " the other day. But if
the teachings of Christian Science are correct,
how could such a thing be possible? That
Scientist lecturer really had no body, and
since all bodily ailments and feelings exist
only in the imagination, it is evident that the
accident was purely an imaginary one. Not-
withstanding the faith and philosophy (?) of
these people the fact remains that unless they
exercise their common-sense Wwith respect to
bodily affections and dangers they are just as
sure to pass through the undertaker's hands
as we common unbelievers. But even such
accidents as that recorded will not make
these deluded gulls any the less gullible.

South Australian Methodism.

Methodists of South Australia claim
to’Il‘Jt;e go,000 strong, with 17,000 memt’i?gs
and 33,000 Sunday Schaol scholars. he
first ship to bring pioneers to S.A. was the
«Duke of York," commanded by Captain
Morgan, a Methodist, and_the first religious
service (,held on Kangaroo Island) was of the
Methodist variety. Methodism thus comé
menced with the birth of the State, dg.n

rding to the last census it is the leading
a;:lcc:Ch In every other State of the Com-
chureh. \th the Church of England leads.
?he lesson is obvious: the cause that is
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earliest_in a new field, other things being
equal, is the one that will always be in
the van. We commend this reflection to our
Home Mission Committees.

Another Prohibition State.

The important State of Tennessee has fol-
lowed several others in adopting State-wide
prohibition. Despite the prodigious efforts
of the “trade,” the Senate by twenty votes to
thirteen passed the Bill, while in the House
the voting was sixty-three to thirty-six. Ac-
cording to the Christian-Evangelist, *never
has there been such excitement perhaps in
Tennessee.” It is supposed that this action
makes Memphis the largest ‘* dry " city in
the world. Steadily, surely, in every country
the sentiment is growing against the sale of
intoxicating drink, and victory after victory
for the right accentuates the conviction that
civilisation will yet shake itself entirely free
from this devastating scourge.

From the Field.

New Zealand.

OamMARU.—In connection with the approaching
Centennial, Bro. Mathieson is giving a series of morn-
ing addresses on the historical aspect of the Restora-
tion. The experiences of the pioneers with the
present day lessons and applications are both instruc-
tive and profitable—W.K., Feb. 15.

AvuckLAND.—The brethren of the Northern Union,
i.c., the small assemblies located in the country north
of Auckland city, can only avail themselves of the
services of an evangelist during the summer. In the
winter, when the roads are bad, the local brethren
hold the fort loyally. Bro. Mudford arrived on Dec.
23, and has been working at top pace ever since,
proving himself the right man in the right place. A
good interest has been manifested in the several
centres of labor. At Wellsford the Lord's day morn-
ing meetings have been well attended, and the seating
capacity of our building has been taxed to the fullest
extent at the gospel meetings. Our Bible School is
the only one in the district, and is doing a good work
under the leadership of W. Vickery. On Jan. 29 the
annual meeting was held, but the building could n8t
contain all whocame. There wasa good programme,
and good addresses from Auckland and Wellington
visitors. Many men are working on the local railway
works, and Bren. Mudford and Vickery have held
preaching services at their camps. At Hoteo North
there have beensplendid meetings. Many young people
attend, and two sistershave been added. Bro. Mudford
has been helping the churches at Te Arai and North
Albertland, where one sister was added. At Port Albert
the meetings are well attended, Bren. Shepherd and
Latimer managing the Bible School. Bro. Mudford
will devote the rest of his time there. Dome Valley.
—The church there is doing well under the care of
Bro. Oakes, but they wish to start an assembly in the
Warkworth township, so Bro. Harris, late of England,
is engaged by the District Executive of the co-opera-
ting churches to labor there while the weather is good,
probably a two months' mission, then in Auckland
suburbs. A word for the brethren of the Northern
Union: all there pay their subscriptions to the
AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN, Bro. Latimer explaining to
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the last Conference that the managers were careful in
seeing this done. We believe that our dear pains-
taking Bro. Harris will try hard to make the Wark-
worth mission a success. Dominion-rd., Auckland.
suburbs —Bro. Grinstead is manifesting much ability
and love in his service there. With the co -operation
of the excellent brethren, their assembly will become a
paradise, agarden of the Lord,well planted in that Eden.
Ponsonby-rd.—The church is negotiating with another
evangelist to supply the loss of Bro, Harris, whose
services are required for the country and suburban
work. Your report of the Conference under the head
" Brevities ” says: **A few brethren in cultured
fashion gave warning against the cultured preacher "
—deprecating excess of education. It was not just so;
it was not the preacher, but a kind of culture that
was criticised, culture anti-Scriptural, of the fashion
described in the ** Third Epistle of Peter ”’; and mark,
there was no insinuation against the Bible College
culture. Scripture truth and scholastic knowledge
are rightly allied ; 'tis true of the mind and its culti-
vation
** That muoch depends, as in the tiller's toil,”
On cnlture, and the sowing of the soil.”

We as a people have had, and now have, noble
brethren, college cultured, and self-cultured; both
should be esteemed, and odious comparisons avoided.
Richmond is a suburb of Auckland. The brethren at
Ponsonby-rd. set up a small assembly in a hired
bunilding, and were so encouraged that they have
built a meeting-house there, which was opened on
Jan. 10. It will seat 100 persons, and there is only
£115 debt, that is held by the brethren in debentures
not carrying any interest for three years.—E.C.

TaxAxA.—Two decisions last Lord's day, Bro. Price
preaching. Meetings good, and greater interest being
aroused. Several in the outlying districts are enquir-
ing the way.—].G.P., Feb. 17.

o]

West Australia.

MayLANDs.—We have had nine more confessions.
The mission closed last Lord's day evening, Feb. 14.
On Monday we held a thanksgiving service, which
was well attended. Bren. Bridge, Peacock and H. P.
Manning gave helpful talks. Four confessed Christ,
making a total of 26. The Bible School has grown so
much during the past few months that the brethren
are discussing ways and means of extending the build-
ing.—E.R.B,, Feb. 18.

NorTEAM.—Two have recently been received from
the church at York, and last Lord's day one who had
previously been immersed, Our mission thankoffer-
ing amounted to £4.—W.L E.

CoLLIiE.—Bro. Banks, from Subiaco, conducted a
14 days’ mission, in which time he delivered 20 ex-
cellent addresses {o good attendances, and much time
was spent visiting in the town, which we believe has
had a good effect. On each Sunday evening the
chapel was packed. On each Saturday night a large
open-air meeting was held. Ten made the good con-
fession.—H.D., Feb. 23.

South_li;s—tralia.

Pr. GERMEIN.—On Feb. 21, good meeting. At the
close of Bro. Moffit's address on ** The Obedience of
Love," three young men made the confession, and
will be baptised next Lord's day at Port Pirie. We
are all much encouraged at results, and will start for
the first timein the Town Hall the public proclamation
of the gospel on March 7.—]. H. HaLr, Feb. 22.
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ADELAIDE CHINESE MissioN.—On Tuesday, Feb.
11, a tea and public meeting was held. About 200
guests sat down to the tea provided by the teachers
and scholars. The public meeting was presided over
by Bro. McPhee. Addresses were given by Bren.
McPhee, Jame (Chinese evangelist), H. D. Smith,
Ira Paternoster and Andrew Gim ; Biblical reading
by James Ching ; musical items, etc., by teachers and
scholars. On Sunday, Feb. 14, at the close of the
gospel mission being carried on by Bro. Jame one of
the scholars, Philip Chue, confessed his faith in Jesus,
and was baptised last Sunddy afternoon by Bro.
Thomas.—A. Downs, Feb. 22.

NorTH ADELAIDE.—The annual social in connec-
tion with the Women's Bible Class was held on Feb.
23. Mrs. Henshaw ably presided over a gathering of
between 50 and 60 past and present members, and
teachers and officers of N.A. and Prospect Sunday
Schools. The secretary, Miss Janet Hume, read a
very satisfactory report for the year 1go8. A pro-
gramme was well carried out. Dr. J. C, Verco gave
an interesting address.—V.B.T., March 1.

Norwoop.—The choir gave a pretty service of song
on Thursday week entitled, '*Won by a Song."
There was a large attendance. The meetings continue
to be well attended. Bro. Gore spoke yesterday
morning. We are making a determined effort to pay
off the whole of our debt of {1065 by next Friday.
—A. C. RaNKINE, March 1.

GROTE-sT.—Our meetings are keeping up in interest
and attendance. J. E. Thomas addressed the assembly
this morning, and made an appeal on behalf of the
Home Mission offering. We hope to raise the amount
allotted to us by the Committee. A Chinese brother
was received into membership, having been immersed
last Sunday. Bro. Thomas preached the last sermon
of the series of travel sermons to-night, the subject
being, *The Place where they Laid Him."” One
confession. Bro. Thomas leaves for Broken Hill on
Tuesday to conduct a three weeks' mission.—E.R.M.,
Feb. 28.

York.—The annual missionary fruit social in con-
nection with the C.E. Society was held on Feb, 21,
H. J. Horsell presided. Jas. E. Thomas gave an
address on ** Missions and Missionaries I have Seen "
A good programme was rendered. The report stated
that there were 14 new subscribers to Foreign Mis-
sions, and that £9 had been raised by the committees
of the Junior and Y.P. Societies. (5 had been for-
warded towards the support of the orphan Hindog
boy. Duriog the writer's recent holiday, Bren. Cosh,
Jas. Maoning, G. W. Jenner, C, Fiedler, W. Brooker
and A. P. Wilson kindly assisted in the preaching
and teaching. I A. Paternoster addressed the church
this morning, and the writer preached to ga good
congregation to-night. Two persons (husbangd and
wife) confessed Christ.—H. J. HORSELL, Feb, 28,

KapINa,—On Feb, 22 Jas. Thomas was with us
and gave us an earnest address on Home Missionst
Sister Hoar was called upon to part with her fathe,
early last Monday morning. He was apparently ye)|
last Lord’s day, attending both morning and eveni
services with J. Pearce, of Pt. Siturt, Last Lorgs day
the writer had good meetings at Bews. In his absence
Bro. Killmire gave a helpful exhortation to the church
in the morning. Frank Bright was recelveq into
fellowship. In the evening Bro. Neil conducteq the
gospel service.

og

—_—

Victoria.

BricaToN,—Have just farewelled Bro, ang Sister
Bowles, leaving for Queensland, They, wijh their
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five children (three members), will be greatly titas
In acknowledging a presentation of a purse of g} .
Bro. Bowles said they hoped to spread the tabla aué
witness for Christ. We shall pray for the church |

a house at Goondiwindi, Queensland. Bro. ang Sis(eu
Chas. Gray's son William, 13 years, won 5 Sla(r
School scholarship recently, and is now at Weslee
College. Visitors at Lord's day morning meﬁtiny
were Mr. and Mrs. Watts, of Camberwell, Misg Willii
and Mr. Cowper, of Wilby. In the evening Bl
Peacock preached on ** The World's Need of Mep» tc;
a good audience.—F. M. LuDBROOK.

MELBOURNE (Swanston-st.).—Good meetings last
Lord’s day. In the morning J. Baker, of North Fit,.
roy, gave an excellent exhortation, and amongst oy,
visitors were Sister Mary Thompson, our missionary
from India, Sister Black, Bro. Mann (en route from
S.A. to Cairns, Q.), and Bro. Peers, one of our mem-
bers who has returned from South Africa after 5
sojourn there of five years. Horace Hudd, of Pre.
toria, South Africa, was present at the evening meet.
ing. F. M. Ludbrook gave a splendid discourse,
kindly taking Bro. Gordon’s place, he being on a
short visit to South Australia.

DinYARRAK.—Bro. Edwards was with us yesterday,
exhorting the church in the morning and preaching
the gospel in the afterncon. His addresses were
much appreciated. Our esteemed Bro. Lawrance, of
Lillimur, has been absent from his home on business
for several weeks, so we are missing for a season his
kindly presence and helpful words, which are as
a benediction to our Lord's day morning meetings,
We regret that we have shortly to part with two of
our members, Sister Cox and her daughter Clarice,
who are moving to another part of the State. We
shall miss their presence and help. Sister Clarice
has been for the past twelve months a faithful secre-
tary to our C.E, Society here.—L.R., Feb. 22.

SouTH YARRA.—Last Lord's day morning J. H.
McKean exhorted the church. Seven were received
by letter. Bro. Nightingale gave a very interesting
discourse on ** The Fulness of Time.” Soloist, Sister
A, Lewis.—T.M., March 1.

SouTH MELBOURNE —G. P. Pittman spoke in the
morning, We had with us Misses Edelstone (2), Pen-
barthy and Fielding, from St. Arnaud, and Miss
Cartley, from Bendigo, Bro. Stevens' subject was
& Th_e Almost Christian.” We had a good meeting.
We:nvite all C.E. Societies to our first anniversary
on March 11, Goog speakers and programme.—
SAMURL NorTHEAST, Feb, 28,
y:f“g"-—'r?-day's meetings were the best for
4 le;;vin rot.thc!xens. who with his wife and family
GXhortatign fe district for Whittlesea, presided. An
was forceful] rox? the words  Ye are not your own "
Stationat, Y glven by Bro, Chipperfield. H. Olney,

has been elected
: assist. secretary, the
writer having Jeft the district, 4

Through removals

our memb 3 4

Feb, 28, (3P s reduced by eleven. — W.A.S,
DuNorry,—p

attacked jn the llmnlg by L I e
in the opep g, Ocal paper concerning my utterances
backs up " g4 |, Some of my hearers have * got their
are standing bo *Peak. Iam glad that the Disciples
Our open-ajr mey llne' We use the acetylene gas for
We are golng t:t 8%, and that helps to draw a crowd:
gulla beginning o ‘;:Ii: l:en night's mission in Tarna-
€0 10.—A. W. Jinxs.
—0n Feb, 28 a brother was
rch at St. Kilda, On the 24tB

e Al
issiong, :: flxecuuve urged the claims of Hom®
McLellag ga aelwan Presided, and he and Bro:

ve interestlng addresses, Mrs. JOS
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pittman and M. W. Green also took part. The
attendance was excellent. On Sunday last Bren.
pale and Green were chosen as elders; Bro. Petrie,
Stewart, Clarey, McCance and Burrows as deacons ;
Bren. Clarey, Hanslow, Burrows and Barrett as pre-
siding brethren. The Kindergarten work is quietly
pmgresslng. the number of 'scholars steadily increas-
ing. Miss Alexander, the instructress, and her co-
workers, the Misses Jerrems and Allan, are enthusias-
tic in the work, but they very greatly need additional
voluntary helpers. If a number of young sisters who
have leisure would be willing (o give one morning
each in the week, their help would be gladly accepted,
Who will volunteer in this good work ?—G.

GeELONG.—Bro. Morris, of Ballarat, has promised
£15 toward our tent mission fund. We have now in
promises and cash £30/3/-. The evening service was
well attended, and at the close sixteen of the Endea-
vorers and members walked to the beach and held a
short service. Brief addresses were delivered by Mr,
Lofts and the writer, and tracts were handed out by
Mr. Kay. The service was appreciated, and will
be continued every Sunday. Wednesday afternoon
our Junior C.E. will be organised. Sisters Bromilau,
McKenzie and Edwards will have charge. Yesterday
morning we were pleased to receive Sister Ball, from
the church at Gordons.

HorsaaM.—Bro. Collins is doing good work, and
we are having good meetings. Sister Gummow, of
Dawson-st., Ballarat, has been received into the
church. The C.E. Society have good meetings;
there are 30 members on the roll. —H. ]J. Knire.

KynNeToN.—Tent mission still going. Excellent
meetings all the week. Baptismal service Wednesday
night in the Baptist chapel, kindly loaned for the
occasion. Tent completely wrecked Saturday morn-
ing by storm. Sunday night's meeting in Masonic
Hall—a fine crowd and one confession. Bro. Leng
and staff re-erecting tent. Mission continuing.—H.
LENG, March 1.

Brunswick.—Our visitors included Sister McClean,
from Berwick, and Sister Davies, who was welcomed
back after a trip to the old country. C. Peters pre-
sided, and F. McClean gave a helpful exhortation.
C. Quick spoke at night on * Facts, Faith and Feel-
ing."—W.T,, Feb. 28.

.Corac.—Splendid meeling on Lord's day, Feb.
21. Bro. Harward gave the right hand of fellowship
to five who had been previously baptised. Bro.
Binney exhorted very acceptably. In the evening we
had a large congregation in the Victoria Hall, when
Bro. Harward preached and three young men took
their stand for Christ. We will miss Bro. Binney from
our midst. While here he worked bard with the
tent mission. We are pleased that A. 'W. Connor is
coming to labor with us. We have a fine number
oW to help with the work. On Wednesday last we
held a social. Sister Lee read a very helpful paper.
J. G. Lacy, Feb, 22.

New S;t:th Wales.

INVERELL.—Bro. Uren has been away three weeks
relieving Bro, Waters, who has been visitiog the out-
lying parts of Moree. Bro. Cook has been conductiog
the gospel services here. The attendances have been
very fair, and the people have had some good teach-
Ig.—H. E. TEwksBURY, Feb. 22.

Mossman,—The members of the Church of Christ
residing at Mosman, who have been meeting together
o0 Lord’s day mornings to break bread for some time,
decided op Sunday, Feb 7, to form themselves into @
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cshu(;?; CFour deacons were elected, A, Oldfield,
ﬁ;a]d ,h -J. Lea and Mitchell-Hill, with G. H, Old-
o das elpel:, Secretary and treasurer, We meet on
> n fzy morm.ngs, and hold a Bible School at 3 p.m

vening meetings have not yet been started. The
Home Mission Co .

mmittee supply speakers., Last
Sunday, R. Verco, of Enmore, addressed us, 26 were

present, and the collection, £2/g i
Missions.—G.H.0., Feb. :.:2£ e o R

AUI.!URN.—MiSSiOD still continues, and the audiences
are still large.. There have now been 65 confessions,
and five baptised believers decided to unite ; of this

number, 48 have received the right hand of fellowship.
We close on March 8.—T.H., March 1.

N.S.IWD. Home Missions,

T. HAGGER.

HURSTVILLE.—]. Ernest Allan has completed his
three months’ work here, Seven have been added by
faith and baptism, and one baptised believer has also
been received—six of these during the past month.

Wacea.—W. B. Hayes is doing well at Wagga;
two additions by faith and baptism, and two restored
during the month.

ErskINEVILLE.—H. G. Payne reports one addition
by faith and baptism, and good meetings.

MEerRewETHER.—E. Neville is helping the church
here for one month ; so far there have been two deci-
sions. A short mission started on Feb., 21.

AuBURN.—The mission here is being largely at-
tended, and so far five have been received as baptised
believers,and sixty-five have made the good confession.
Everything indicates the building up of a flourishing
church.

OtHER Fierps,—The work still goes along well on
the Manning River, at Moree, North Sydney and
Belmore.

SummArY.—The month just closed has yielded
sixty-one confessions, two restorations, and five added
formerly immersed.

FINaANCE.—Receipts for the month, £77/8/5: ex-
penditure, £124/19/g. Debit balance now stands at

£183/14/9.

Here ® There.

Decisions reported in this issue, 45.

One baptism at Hawthorn, Vic., last Lord’s day.

W. H. Nightingale's address is 30 Hardy-st , South
Yarra,'Vic.

Good meeting and one coufession at Petersham,
N.S.W., last Sunday evening.

The essay by J. G. Price on page 106 was read at
the New Zealand General Conference.

We acknowledge with thanks 10/- from Mrs. Rosa
C. Somerville for the W. W. Davey fund.

commodation in connection with
closed.

The list of free ac :
the Centennial celebrations is DOW
Benjamin Hay, of Pahiatua, N.Z., called upon us
this week. He is on his way to the Old Country.
]J. E. Allan ‘began evangelistic work at Footscray,
Vic.., last Lord's day-. There were good mee'n:ngs.I
cle Arthur competition lvy
» P“”d "I‘Iiar::ruulg.z., and Elsie Geoge, Oamaru,
Sr;emz(:e, each iu'st received prizes in a Scripture
se;u':h competition. If you do not'see Pure n;oydl,
get a copy from the Austral, and use it in your school.
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Herbert J. Naumann is the secretary of the church
at Mornington, Dunedin, N,Z. His address is 28
Glen-rd., Mornington.

Fred Greenwood, son of F. W, Greenwood, New
Zealand, bas passed the Matriculation examination
with solicitor’s general knowledge, and also the Civil
Service exam.

T. C. Walker, N.S.W. Conference Sec., will be
absent from home from March 6 till March 21. Any
communications to be sent to T. Hagger, 163 Pad-
dington-st., Paddiogton.

The application for a liquor license on the sports
ground at Brim has been refused. Congratulations to
Bro. Oram and all the temperance workers at Brim
on this splendid victory.

T. H. Scambler writes from Des Moines, U.S.A. :(—
* Had a short meeting during Christmas vacation at
Bethel Grove. Eight additions. Weather was very
cold—once as low as 22° below zero. Had baptisms
at the river, where we had to cut through several
inches of ice.”

A prominent brother writes: *“I desire to con-
gratulate you on the improvement in the CHRISTIAN,
The get-up and general arrangements are simply
splendid, while the articles are of a priceless value in
defence of our principles. I shall do all I can to
increase its circulation.”

If any country churches in N.S.W. are unable to
arrange for any local brethren to be present at Con-
ference to represent them, the Organising Secretary,
T. Hagger, will endeavor to arrange for Sydney
brethren to act, if country churches will early inti-
mate their wish, and also any special things they
would desire such representatives to say.

W. C. Brooker is advertising the Austral publica-
tions on the bills announcing the mission to be held
at Queenstown (S.A.) from March 14 to April7. We
are sending him a parcel of books to be sold during
the meetings. These special occasions are fine oppor-
tunities for the spread of our literature. We shall be
glad to send books to all missions, on sale or return.

S.S. Union Examination (Vict.).—All secretaries
(Union schools) are requested to send instheir late
entries (if any) to the secretary of the Union, not later
than Wednesday, March 10, and NoTE that only those
whose names appear on the lists forwarded to the
various supervisors are to be allowed to compete in
the examination. Imporfant.—]. Y. Ports, Hon Sec.

BPECIAL CENTENNIAL NUMBER.—We shall
issue a speclal Centennial number immediately
after the celebrations at Easter. It will contain
attractive illustrations, reports of Centennial
addresses, & full account of the great meetings,
etc., etc. Give your orders to our agents now.
TO AGENTS.—Please let us know as soon as
possible how many extra copies you will require.

The report of the New Zealand Conference reached
this office in several instalments, but we published
everything which came to hand, without the slightest
condensation. A New Zealand brother now forwards
yet another resolution, which was omitted from the
report It reads: * That this Conference earnestly
recommends the churches to enquire without delay
into the matter of organisation, with the object of
having such churches properly and Scripturally offi-
cered by elders and deacons where this is lacking."

W. J. Way writes: ** May I suggest that in view
of the Centennial celcbrations each church be asked
to pray earnestly to God for special blessing and
recognition on the gatherings and services? * Except
the Lord build the house, they laborin vain that
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build.! I am sure that the vast majority who will
attend will look for more than rhetoric or displays of
culture, will crave for love, light and power from
heaven. They anticipate that the meetings will be
the nearest approach to Pentecost that they have
experienced, that the divine will transcend the human,
and men will speak as the Spirit shall give them
utterance. If such hopes are to be reached by us, we
must come into contact with the mighty Ooe who is
the fountain of all we expect to receive as substantial
blessing and permanent help."

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

Please send along subscriptions and donations for
above Fund to the undersigned, who will thank-
fully acknowledge same. Please remember our
workin India, China, Japanand in the South Seas
F. M. Lupsrooxk, Sec., R. Lyarr, Treas,,
151 Collins-s., Melb. 59 Leveson-st., N. Melb.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Comfortable Home. Kept by Sister Hutchison.
** Liskeard,"” Cascade-st., Katoomba, N.S.W. Terms
moderate.

Front bedroom comfortably furnished, accommo-
date three adults; use of dining-room, kitchen,
bathing-box, stable; good water supply; on Esplan-
ade, Half Moon Bay. Safe bathing, lovely beach,
fishing, boating, highly recommended by sisters and
brothers in Church of Christ. Terms moderate.

—Sister, Black Rock Post Office, and Phone
Bureau.

Coming Events.

MARCH 7 & 10.—West Wimmera Conference at
Kaniva Sunday, 11 am., united meeting for the
breaking of breac. 3 p.m and 7 30 p.m., gospel pro-
clamation. Speaker for the day, T. B. Fischer.
Wednpesday, meetings morning, afternoon and evening.
Speakers for the evening, T B Fischer, F. E Thomas,
E. Edwards and A. R. Benn. Meals provided;
dinper, 1/-; tea, 1/-; supper, 6d. Meetings in Me-
chanics' Hall; meals in the chapel. Everybody
welcome.

MARCH 10, — Wednesday. Collingwood Taber-
nacle. Farewell to A.W.Cocnor and welcome to H. G.
Harward. 8 o'clock. Good programme, prominent
spe%kers. Members of other churches cordially in-
vited.

MARCH 10.—The next Annual Conference of
Northern Churches of Christ, S.A., will be held at
Balaklava on Wednesday, March 10, to commence
11 am. Essays by E. Griffiths, A. G. Day and Jas.
Gordon. Luncheon, 1 o'clock; tea, 5 o'clock. Ad-
dresses in the evening by A. C. Rankine and D. A.
Ewers. Visitors made welcome and accommodated.

MARCH 13 & 16,—Newmarket.—25th anniversary
tea and public meeting on March 16. All old members
asked to come to this re-union.

MARCH 13 & 17.—Middle Park S S. 4th aoniver-
sary. March 14, F. M. Ludbrook speaks morning
and afternoon. Special singing by the children. At 7
Bro. Meekison. Wednesday evening, 17th, the pro-
gramme will be provided by the scholars. Action
songs, dialogues and recitations.—W.H.M.

WANTED.

Evangelist to take np the work for the church at
Boonah, Queensland. A fine field in the cenire of a
large farming district. Population increasing rapidly.
Apply, stating salary expected, to T. F. Stubbin,
Boonah.

A good opening for a cHemisT. Member of church
preferred. Town of Newstead. Vic. No other
chemist within ten miles. A good business at small
cost. Apply Richard Rowe, Newstead.

The Australian Christian

Acknowledgments.

N.8.W. HOME MISSION FUND.

Churches,per Collectors—CanleyVale,£3/2/-; Peter-
sham, £2/136; Inverell, £1/2/-; Sydney, £1/16/6;
Bungawalbin, £1/8/-; Erskineville, £1/9/6; Enmore:
£5/4]2. Donations—Chinese Church, Sydney, £1/1/6;
L. E. Rossell, £3/15/-; M., Rookwood, 10/} A.Wade,
Auburn, 5/-; Sister Thompson, Katoomba, 10/-; T
Hagger, Paddiogton, 7/6; A. G. Saunders, West V\r-.
ginia, U.S A., 10[3; Sister Reeve, Elcgmbe. 10/-;
Sisters’ Conference Executive, £2[2/-; Sisters’ Con-
ference Special Collecting, £1/14/6. Annual Offering,
Lismore Church, £4/10/-. Churches towards support
of Evangelists for own districts—Wagga, to 18/12/08,
£6; Hurstville, to 14/2/09, £13: Junee, to 28/2/09.
£1; Marrar. £1; Manning River, to 31/1/09; £13/0/6:
North Sydney. to 14/2/09, £4; Erskineville, to
14/12]08, £6. Total, £76[g]x1.

Send offerings to

163 Paddington-st.,

Paddington, Sydney.

YICTORIAN HOME MISBION FUND.

Churches—Geelong, £4; Bet Bet, per Miss May
Patterson, £1/11/6; Shepparton, £1/10/-; Newstead,
£1/16]-; Lancefield, £3 ; Swanston-st., per Miss Allan,
£1]5/1; per Miss Howard, 4/5; per Miss Bett, 9/9;
Cheltenham, per Mrs. Stayner, £2/6/9; Doncaster,
per Miss Vera Petty, £2/1/4; do. (Annual Collection),
11/-; Sisters H.M. Rally (Brunswick), 13/- A. J.
Dimond, Kerang, {£2/5/-; H. Kent, Glenthompson,
12/-; Wm. Baird, Hanson South, {1; Geo. Wilson,
Berwick, 10/-; Sister Mrs. Gray, Brighton, 2/6; Sister
Upstill sear., Castlemaine (mite box), 5/-.

M. McLellan, Sec.,
890 Drummond-st.,
Carlton.

THos. HAGGER

W. C. Craigie, Treas.,
263 L. Collins-st.,
Melbourne.

VICTORIAN H.M. RALLY, OCTOBER, 1908.

Receirts.—Collection at Rally, £24/16/8; Money
taken at door, £1/16/6; Goods seld, £1/4/2; Donations
received, £6of17[5: Sale of tickets, £39/18/-; Total,
£128/12/9. EXPENDITURE.— Catering, £21/13/-; Cart-
ing and wood, £1/7/9; Labor at hall, £2[r5/-; Print-
ing, £1/18/-; Exchange on country cheques, 2/-;
Advts. in Age and Argus, 6/-; Total, £28/1/g; Balance
handed to Treasurer Victorian H.M Fund, £100f11] ;
Grand Total, £128[12/g Examined and found cor-
rect, ROBERT LvaLL.

Particulars of contributions to HM Rally :—
Churches—Ballarat, £1; Doncaster, £1/2/6: Ascot
Vale, £1/1/-; Williamstown, £1/4/-; Newmarket, o
Swaaoston-st., £21/6/-; Collingwood, £1/1/-; Chelten:
ham, £1; Footscray, £1; Warragul, £1/11/6: North
Carlton, £1; Lygon-st., £6[10/6; Brim, £1; Paken.
ham, £1/x1/11; Windsor, £1; Lancefield, 10/-; Brigh-
ton, £1; Meredith, £1; Warrnambool, £1; Colac
£1/5/- Dunolly, 11/6; Echuca, 10/-; Kaniva, £1/2/51
Kyneton, 10/-; Mooroolbark, £1; Fitzroy, £ Bro.
and Sister Matthews, £5; G.H.B, 10/6; Anonymous,
5/-; C. Fisher, £1; C. A. Wilsop, 10/-; Sister R. C'
Somerville, £1; North Richmond, 14/6; Total.
£60][17/5. J

MarCh 4, Igog

FOREIGN MISSION FUND,
VICTORIA.

Churches — Bendigo, £7/12/9; South Rich

$ mong

2/3/3; Mooroolbark, per Miss Chandler, 17/6 3

ﬁol,?_’ft_, per Miss Huntsman, fr/r2/-; 7{3“ S‘;ﬁn'

Rometsch, £3/8/6. P
QUEENSLAND.

J. T.W. Green, Timpana, for India, £1; for Tapan

£5J. Thompson’s Childers’ Mission,
Proceeds, Service of Song, Bunyip, per R, M. w;:
Jiams, 16/6; Mrs. Chandler and daughter, Mo Wil.
bark, 13/-.
RoserT Lyarr, Treas,
39 Leveson-st., N. Melb.

0rool.

F. M. LupBrook, Sec
151 Collins-st., Melp,

Church of Christ, Sandringham, Vig,

Worship, 11.15am, Library, Abbott-st. Open-ajr
gospel meeting, foot o{ Melrose-st., 8 p.m. Brethren
spending holidays in neighborhood specially welcomeg,

Allan Stewart’s Book containg:

The Problem Solved—1st Chap. Genesis Reconcileq
—Creation by Fiat—The Fall of Man—New Theolog
—Universe of Mind— Existence of God—Is God QOb.
jective or Subjective?—The Origin of Man—Virgin
Birth—Blatchford’s Blunders —Yarra Park — Epigram
to Mars. Mr. Ramsey says: A. Stewart's book,' The
Existence of God,” is orthodox, scientific, up-to-date.
Contains 21 subjects. Read it, young men. 7d. by
post; 1d. stamps taken. 183 Errol-st., North Mel-
bourne. Agents wanted.

LIFE OF

A. B. MASTON

By G. P. PIiTTMAN.

120 Pages with Latest Portrait.

Early Days in America— Conversion— College
Life—Teaching—First Efforts at Preaching—Suc-
cessful Ministry— Invitation to Australia— Good
Advice to Preachers—American and Australian
Methods—Fine Work in New Zealand—Tasmania
—The Tract Man—Publisher—Round the World—
The Austral—Editorial Work—Other Enterprises—

Sufferings and Heroism—The Last Fight—Ap.
preciations,

Stiff Boards, 8d ; Posted, 1/-.
Full Oloth, 1/6; Posted, 1/9.

AUSTRAL CO.
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THE SOCIETY OF
Christian Endeavor
¢¢ For Christ and the Church,”
CONDUCTED BY A. R. MaIn.

All correspondence for this department should b
ad(dressed to Suffolk-rd., Surrey Hills, Vic.) 2

The Wicket, Cate.

Topric FOR MARcH 22.

SUGGESTED SUBJECTS AND READINGS.
Hindrances in the way .. Luke 14 : 25.35

The Christ door .. John 10: 7.16
The door of faith ... Eph. 2: 18.22
An open door .. Rev, 3: 7-11

The door of love . I'Tobi 85 14219
The need of perseverance . Luke 9: 57-62

Topic—Pilgrim’s Progress Series .
PTIT, The Wicket Gate } Matt. 7: 7-14

Goodwill.

N his studies on the Pilgrim’s Progress, John
l Kelman enquires, Whom does the figure stand
for? and says: ‘‘ One naturally thinks of the
angel’s word (Luke 2 : 14), and there is from the
first a suspicion of superhuman personality. This
is distinctly developed in the Second Part, where
Goodwill is spoken of as ‘the Lord.’ At this stage
the author had hardly decided the point even with
himself. It must have seemed a delicate and haz-
ardous matter thus to represent the Saviour, and
the indisdistinctness shows the modest reverence of
Bunyan’s spirit. In the famous Greek phrase, the
figure is * divine, or mortal, or both mingled.’

The cordiality of Christ.

What a marvellously suggestive name that is which
Bunyan chose, ‘¢ Goodwill,”” and how full of en-
couragement and cheer are his first words, ‘' I am
villing with all my heart”’! We learn surely that
if the gate is narrow and the road thereto difficult
and hard, it is not because of the Christ’s unwilling-
ness that men should enter thereat, The problem
is how to get men to be as willing to be saved as
the Christ is to save them. Would that we could
convince each one who feels in any degree the load
of sin that Goodwill is the appropriate name of him
Wwho waits to admit them.

‘“ No words," says Kelman, ** will better express
the cordiality of Christ. They free him from all
ecclesiastical bonds of routine or mere form. In-
stead of being ‘the head of the clerical party,’ a
functionary of the church, he appears as a layman
in all the freshness of Goodwill. Though pilgrims
come to him every day, yet each new soul isas
Interesting to him as if it had been the first.”
Knocking and pulling.

Christian knocks and Goodwill pulls. Overhead
are the words, ‘¢ Knock and it shall be opened un.to
you,” the divine promise to every pilgrim. It will
!’e noted that Bunyan represents Christian as kneel-
INg more than once or twice. He kept at it. There
82 pertinacity and importunity which God loves.
He waits to be entreated. The promise is sure,
but we must not as it were dictate to God the very
time and method of the answer. For our sake
Sometimes the answer is delayed, but 1t must come.

' Who rightly appreciates the greatness of e
dfvme promise to open when the knock is give
8ive when the request is made, will not on his p.ﬂl't
I€opardise the reception of the gift through turning

n, to

9
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away too soon, I some way
some time, that wh '
God will answer,

; his own best way, at
ich seems good to him, not to us,

Let i

knocm:o one t'hmk that a needed repetition of the
i g implies unwillingness on Christ's part
hir:'al: l:je not called Goodwill ? Bunyan represents
Bcclzebu;awmg om the assaults of
2 . a very vivid descrip-
tio :
then of God’s act and man's free choice combined in
supren'lc event of conversion, as indeed they are
combined in every act of life,’’

Christian in fr,
““Here we haye

Kn.ocklng when the door I§ open.

kn’:‘[:;li:il:{.; ;::rc:n::; th(l:.two metaphors of Christ
Sy c'noc'nn.g at a closefi door, each
A own sxgmﬂcancvc at life's hour of
- v » the thought that is most impressive
is t!xc contrast between without and within.
Out‘SIdc, all is danger, the uncertainty and the fear
of life ; inside, the loving Christ and his embrace,
Before the opening door some wait, as has been
suggestively said, looking through open spar-
work, beyond which they can see but cannot pene-
trate ; while others seem to be facing closely joined
planks relentlessly opaque. In either case the
tragic fact is that as yet there is a plank’s breadth
between them and their highest destiny. Perhaps
the strangest phenomenon of the gate is that so
many go on knocking as if it were closed and fail to
see that it is wide open already. There is a tale of
a prisoner who lay for long years languishing in his
cell, counting the stones in the wall, watching the
spiders and the mice, until at last one day—he just
rose up and walked out! In any case, after what-
ever experience on the other side, the supreme
issues of life are in the simple words,*‘ he opened the
gate.” To hear that gate shut behind us, to be
suddenly sure of God's acceptance—life has no
experience comparable with that.—Kelman,

Satan watches the wicket gate.

See the significance and harmony with our experi-
ance of Christian at the wicket gate being subject
to the arrows of Beelzebub. It is only natural that
in the time of crisis, just when the great decision
is to be made, Satan the arch-enemy of men's
souls should make special effort. Many a young
Christian has been discouraged if not made to
despair through failing to see how natural this is.
Just at the time when they made most effort, lo!
the way seemed to be the most difficult, temptations
seemed more numerous and seductive. Why, there
g in this to marvel at, let alone cause one to

The devil well knows that he has got to
al assault then—it is his critical time too;

is nothin
despair.
give a speci
he stands to lose much.

May we not find, also, Bun:yan giving a hint
against unnecessary delay just outside the
wicket gate? Do we not often find men and
women brought almost to the e.n.trnnce of th.ut gate,
led almost to the point of decgsmn for Christ, who
yet will go no farther? They linger long, fmd nlas.!
at times go back. Their very delay has given their
enemy the opportunity. We‘ need to.remem.ber
that safety lies within the wicket-gate : that just

outside is a place of s
are of all delays the mo

pecial danger. Delays there
st dangerous.

Two paths.
Note, Jesus speaks only of two paths. 3 g 'I:herc
¢ ; many leading off in all different directions;
sezﬂ;:there are on a limited view of life's horizon ;
an

but when eternal issues are in sight, there are but
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two: the easy path of self-indulgence leading down
to death, and the difficult path of duty leading up to
life."” There are only two divisions of men. The
New Testament ever speaks thus, Two paths, two
gates, two destinies, two foundations, two sowings,
two harvests. We must choose, and the choice is
thus limited.

Planned Prayer Meetings.

A writer in The Interior, as quoted by the C.E.
World, says of the U.S.A. societies :—*‘In a majority
of the Christian Endeavor societies throughout this
country there is too much form, with an insufficient
play of originality. A young man, a member of a
certain church, asked why he did not attend the
Endeavor meetings, replied: ‘I can stay at home
and shut my eyes and tell what they are going to
have in the Endeavor meeting. I do not need to
go.’! This is a picture of the societies in too many
places to-day."’

Could this be said of any Australasian societies ?
We are a little afraid so. Young men do stay away ;
and part of the reason doubtless is a lack of robust-
ness in thought or expression on the part of many
participants, Part of the remedy is better pre-
paration, and ‘planned’ prayer meetings. If a
subject is worth considering at all, it is worth pre-
paring for. Talks that seem but five minutes old as
well as five minutes long are not worth wasting five
minutes on. It is lamentable, too, when there is
a fine subject, to find most of the members empha-
sising the same truth when there are three or four
other headings, equally important, being neglected.
An Endeavor, or indeed any other meeting that is
not well planned and prepared, is hardly worth
going to.

The Interior writer strongly emphasises thorough
preparation by the leader. Leaders should know a
long time ahead of their appointment and topic.
He says too: ‘‘On each Sunday evening the presi-
dent of the society announces the leader for the
Sunday two weeks in advance and asks him to meet
with the prayer-meeting committee, the preacher,
and the Endeavor president the next evening. This
meeting is for the purpose of planning the Endeavor
meeting. Each is supposed to haye given the lesson
some study and to be able to tell in a few words
how he himself would handle the subject, these
suggestions to be utilised by the leader in his
preparation. A half-hour’s study of the lesson
follows. This gives the leader a good start toward
an interesting and wide-awake meeting."’

But it is not enough that the leader prepare: the
other members must also. Thus they will give
something that with some regard for language may
be reasonably called their contribution. The aver-
age extract read in lieu of original matter is an
abomination.

Amos R. Wells has a word which may be noted :—
“On returning from a prayer meeting it is a good
plan to look up the subject of the next meeting, and
imprint it firmly on the memory. Then be on the
lookout during the week for thoughts and experi-
ences that will illustrate the topic. You will be
amazed to see how much, in reading, conversation,
and observation, will turn toward that subject as
soon as you have a nucleus to attractit. A plan
that looks a little farther into the future is the
making of a prayer meeting notebook, with separate
pages to be headed by the topics for three months
ahead. Such a book would soon be filled with
helpful material for the meetings.”

Notes and News.

OAMARU, N.Z.—Our Junior Endeavorers meet at
10 o’clock on Sunday mornings, and have bright
meetings always. Miss Watt 1s supt.; Willy Vine,
sec.; Jack Familton, treas.; and Ethel Millar,
organist. The Junior C.E. picnic took place in the
Gardens last Saturday, and was a great success.
Mrs. Buckingham (Baptist) gave a splendid mission-
ary address last Lord's day."—W.K., Feb. 15,
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On Garvin’s Division.
==
By Mabel Earl.

CHAPTER III.—MRS. GARVIN'S HOME-
COMING.

Garvin had stepped close to the great driving-
wheels of the wrecked engine, where the black
bulk and twisted trucks of the tender hung bal-
anced over the boiler-head still uncooled. There
was space for Manning to creep through if he
counted his life light in the scales of mercy.
The uttermost he could give was an hour’s re-
liet from suffering; and the life of the other
man might flicker out at any moment, before
or after the wrecker should lift the weight which
held him.

“All right, now, Dykes.”” Garvin caught the
words, spoken as simply as if the young surgeon
were not groping his way through the very bars
of death. “Can you raise your arm here, just
a little?—I’ll see if I can reach farther. No,
I'm coming—just to make it easier until they
get you out of here; it’s all that we can do lor
you now.”

Holding his breath, Garvin waited. A step
crunched on the trampled snow behind him; a
man’s arm, soot-streaked and iron-muscled,
thrust him aside.

“You let that boy go in under there?”’
McCartney thundered. “If this thing was
to be donme, I was the one to do it. Why
didn't you wait until I came back? Here, get
away, all of you. He can’t crawl backward
there. I’ll pull him out.”

But Garvin was at his elbow. Together the
superintendent of the division and the driver
of 1814 laid hold upon Manning, and drew him
back to safety. His sleeve torn and scorched,
his face blackened and bleeding from a cut on
the temple, the surgeon emerged. McCartney
looked him over from head to foot, silent for a
moment.

“Did you reach him?”’ he demanded.

“Shouldn’t have let you haul me out if I
hadn’t,” Manning answered, wiping his face.

“That sort of thing belongs to us fellows,”
McCartney growled. “You could have told me
how to do it. A kid like you, to sneak it that
way when a man’s back is turned &

The gruff voice broke as he held out his hand.
Nobody made any further remarks. Some of
the bystanders, not accustomed to seeing divi-
sion superintendents thrust aside and lectured
by enginemen, waited with some interest to
learn whether McCartney’s tenure of office
would hold good for any appreciable space of
time after Garvin got his breath. But the
superintendent’s face expressed no displeasure.
He stood, still listening, by the rear driver.
The groans from the crushed cab had ceased.

“Who’s got my coat?” said Manning.  “If
there’s any show to wash my hands, Il go on
here now. I'm sorry I couldn’t attend your
mother, Mr. Garvin. I asked Ware to go.
When T saw how things were here, of course—"

“Certainly,’”” said Garvin. “‘Im not sure
that Dr. Ware would have cared to change
places with you. Come up to the car when
you can, and tell my mother about Bruner.”
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It was some time before the relief train
started homeward, leaving the wrecking crew
at work upon the hillside. Manning found no
opportunity to go to the superintendent’s car
until the train was well under way.

“You have come to tell me about the others,"”
said Mrs. Garvin, opening her eyes. Jean hu.d
fancied her asleep for the last half-hour. “Did
you see the little girl that they took from the
seat next mine? And the mother of that poor
baby—the one the brakeman carried there so
long—can anything be done for her? And my
boy fireman ?”’ .

“We've done all that we can for Bruner, unti
we get him into Cameron,” Manning answered.
“He isn’t suffering so very much now. I can’t
say yet how he will pull through. It's a miracle
sometimes, the way these fellows get well.”

He sat beside her, answering her questions
patiently, and marvelling at the vital human
sympathy which seemed as natural in her as
breath or speech. Evidently she had her be-
ing in a world of interests and loving relation-
ships which her son—if he were to be judged
by the opinions of the men beneath him—had
never known. The employees on Keith Gar-
vin's division had learned to expect from him
an absolutely impartial justice, tempered not at
all by mercy. It was all they asked. Irom
other men who had held his place since the early
days of the road they had received, without ask-
ing, the openly acknowledged, kindly fellow
feeling which makes men willing to forgive occa-
sional hasty judgment and transient harshness.

Manning puzzled over it, as he sat talking to
the grey-haired woman who was Garvin’s
mother. How had the son failed to attain the
power of human contact which would have
transformed his relations with every man on the
division? ~ Manning had been surprised and
touched at Garvin’s unprecedented friendliness
in the office that morning. He was prepared to
think all possible good of this gracious woman's
son.

As he rose to leave the car, Jean glanced at
the streaks of soot and oil upon his cuffs and
across his shirt. The torn sleeve wag concealed,
but the cut upon his forehead, covered with a
strip of plaster, could not bhe overlooked.

“Where have you been?” she asked. “You
might be taken for one of your own patients,”

“T am,” he said. “I put on that plaster
by the mirror in the toilet-room down here, It's
an ornamental job, and does me credit.”

“But where did it happen?’’ ghe persisted.

“O, there was a poor fellow back
crawled around some,” he answered, ¢

“I know about it,” said Jean. They haq
wallked down the aisle, and were standing by
the front door of the car. “Dr. Ware told

there; 1
olouring,

e
and after that I asked Mr. Garvin. T wanted
io see whether you were willing +to glorify

yourself. It was one of the bravest—
“O, pshaw, please don’t!”
rupted. “It had to be done.
any two ways about it.”
“T wanted to thank you,” Jean said,
“Why?” Manning demanded, absurdly happy
with his heart in his mouth. b
“Because of Stanley. You see—I can'y for-
get. It might have been Stanley—it may o
next year or next week. That is what j e
ways means to me, of course, when anyopg of

Manning inte,,.
There weren’t

|
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lio boys is hurt. i
Ihu .s'zm)lvo for him.” Ve dgy,
“Sure,” said Manning, conscious of a2
sand surging emotions which could find png Utl}tm.
utterance than that one inadequate syllabl oy
«Mrs. Garvin is going directly to her s;) ,
house,” Jean continued, changing th, sub_nS
quite against Manning’s will, “She doei’:ﬁt
want to be in the hospital, and besides ]b
made me tell her that they will prob she

And you would L

ably 1,
overcrowded there now. So I am to o wity
her. She will need some attention for 5 While,

and coming to Cameron this way, without, an
acquaintances, and mnobody else in the fumilz
except her son, it is just as well for hey ¢, on.
gage a nurse. If she had a daughter o , e
ter with her, it would hardly be necessary,”

“I planned it for you,” said Manning, o
spoke to Garvin even before he had worq that
his mother was hurt. I thought it woulq be 4
help for you in your work. I want to help
you, you know.”

What else he might have said is uncertain,
for the conductor came back to speak to (ay.
vin just then, and Jean retreated as he
peared at the door.

Stanley Davidson was with the crowd {hat
met the relief train when it pulled into Came.
ron. Somebody called for help with the
stretchers, and he volunteered at once. Iy
happened to be his strong arms which helped to
lift Garvin’s mother into the ambulance. She
saw him smile at Jean, and with a glance from
one face to the other she drew her own conclu-
sions.

“You are Miss Davidson’s brother?” she said.
“I am going to borrow your sister for a while,
if you will lend her to me. Do you need her
S0 very much?”’

“You may have her for a little while,” said
Stanley.  There was no prophet at hand to
tell him the complications destined to arise
from this pact.

Manning was detained at the station for a
moment. Before he left, a telegram was handed
to him, sent from the sceno of the wreck, where

an operator was stationed to report, progress in
th:a work of the wrecking crew.

‘Dyke.s out from engine,” it read. “One
c!'ance In thousand for his life. Congratula-
tions,”

ap-

\'hIt i Signe.d with the initials of Dr. Ware,
t‘ho 1]md remained with the crew. Manning
onght of Joan Davidson as he read, smiling.

A

WAS My i .
1 ."\ ore than six monthg since he had laid
Linselt ot oy feot, fi

! guratively speaking, and
this day }1aq brought, = o
cess,

him his first hope of suc-

s(!:)tllltil o door Garvin rang sharply for the
With uns::o' The porch and steps lay white
haclk doorept' SMow; the walk leading to the
stood waii ¥ Untrodden. The ambulance
ki "w:utmg by the front gate.
an .
Mastey s‘f":]l?eup the wall, anq glanced at the

“Nobod Ouse inquiringly,
“T lefy B;'u-at home’.e"idently,” Garvin said-
ing,  Shg o Ol in charge here this mori-
the boly, oy, t"b taken the procaution of sotting
Open jt» s door, anq my latch key won'

“Hayg

: you ;
kitchey door,n"::gm;. key?  Tet ns try the

Therg = ean,

. ere kayg ; :

o5 of doglg mﬁ“sii} Plenty on Garvin’s ring -

¢ and lock-boxes, one el
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{aining to his room at the house where he haq
peen boarding up to the present time, a trunk
, and & padlock key dating back to his col-

:ip?o days. There was nothing which would
u:lock the kitchen door.

«\Wait,” said Jean, reaching into her bag.
[n another moment the door swung open.

«If that woman has let the fires go down, I
shall tell Peters to drive on to the hospital,”
Garvin remarked. “My mother has had enough
of oxposure for one day.”

The house was warm, but it presented a scene
of confusion almost equalling that of the wreck.
A step-ladder stood by the dining-room
windows, surrounded by pails of water, brushes,
soap, old towels, and fragments of newspaper,
Two or three packing boxes, half emptied, occu-
pied the middle of the floor; and heaps of dishes,
house linen, books, and bric-a-brac were scat-
tered about over chairs and table and sofas.

] rented this house furnished from Hunting-
ton,” the superintendent said. surveying thne
result of Mary Nolan’s brief reign. “The
boxes came in Monday morning, and I engaged
Mrs. Nolan to put things in order. There’s no
help for it mow, I suppose. I’ll tell Peters to
drive on.”

“Iixcuse me, Mr. Garvin.”  Jean Davidson
had plenty of courage, and she needed it to face
the superintendent’s eyes. “Let me tell your
mother exactly how it is here, and give her the
choice.  This isn’t really impossible—for a
woman, I can straighten these rooms in a very
little while, but if Mrs. Garvin has set her heart
on coming home? The hospital will be even
worse than usual now.”

For the second time that day Garvin was
guilty of staring. He looked up from the pack-
ing boxes into Jean’s face, bewildered.

“I’ll speak to her,”’ said Jean, taking the reins
into her own hands.

In his office and on the rail Garvin was an
autocrat; but here he slipped unawares into a
subordinate position, thankful for a sure hand
at the helm. He heard the bolt of the front
door sliding back, and Jean’s light step on the
snowy boards; and, thinking the consultation
might take perhaps two minutes, he stooped to
adjust the dampers of the stove in the sitting-
room. The men were carrying his mother up
the steps before he realised that Jean could
have finished her explanation.

“On the sofa here,” Jean directed. “That’s
all. My, Garvin and I can manage everything
else.  And Jack, if Mary Nolan is over there
at the hospital, tell her that she must be hero
Within an hour if she expects to keep her place
In Mrs. Garvin’s house. There isn’t anything
at all that she can do for that boy of hers, and
]‘0‘ isn't dangerously hurt.” )

‘Poor Keith!” Mrs. Garvin said, looking up
at her son’s distressed face. ‘“It's your first
Xperience with the servant problem, isn’t it?
But this isn’t terrible at all, and I'm so glad
to be at home! If I could only walk through
all the rooms, and see what they are like!”

In spite of her courage, the hours of pain and
Weariness were beginning to tell upon her. She
lay quietly upon the sofa after that, looking at
the ruddy glow of the stove, and smiling when
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her son baused beside her

s Jean hurried
with her Preparations in the 3

Do gdj(’i"i"g bedroom.
any view P 0 be out of range of
slllll({dzlnel‘;- :(1; :}lle sitting-room, she lifted hergeycs
A }e.n:u-;-ox- above the dresser opposite,
kneo“besid dlvlllns fage as he dropped on one
against hise '}t UISOfu, With his mother’s hand
wit] i cvlee <. She turned away abruptly

1 a guilty sense of Spying, but the memory

stayed with her to mode |
ta; rate |
Keith Garvin for all time, ol R

—C.E. World.
(To be continued.)

Obituary.

HART.—With mingled feelings of sorrow and joy
we record the death of John Argill Hart, which
occurred at Dandenong on Feb. 4 after a brief ill-
ness. Our brother was baptised into Christ when
2 young man, and was a member of the Baptist
Church at Measham, Leicestcrshire, England. He
came to this colony a few years later with his wife,
who was also a member at Measham. After the
church was established at Dandenong, finding it in
accord with his ideas of the New Testament church,
he identifled himself with it, and had been a most
valued and energetic servant ever since. His strong
sense of duty, his unswerving loyalty to truth, his
forceful character, exerted a powerful influence for
good on those within and without. He served the
Lord in numerous activities, and died strong in the
conviction that the * perfect” will yet be ushered
in, As a church officer his judgment was always
respected, and his musical skill was of great value
to the church. His wife and two daughters, loved
for their devotion and good works, are still with us,
and together we wait for the glad day when the
great family of God will reunite,

Dandenong, Vic.

WATBSON.—Bro. and Sister W. Watson have
heen called upon to part with their youngest little
girl, aged two years, who was interred in the
Nangana Cemetery on Feb, 16. We extend our
Christian sympathy.

Emerald, Vic.

NELSON.—Emma L. Nelson passed away to be
with the Saviour she loved, on Feb. 7, in Adelaide,
aged 44. She was a native of Torekor, Sweden,
and has been a member of the church at Glenelg
for 10 years, For six years she has been a great
sufferer, but her patient and sweet enduranceduring
that time won for her the love and esteem of all who
lnew her. Our deepest sympathy goes out to those
she has left behind.

Glenelg, S.A. E.W.P.

HURST.—We have recently been called upon to
say farewell to one of our oldest and most f:ut?zful
members, Mrs. 1. Hurst. Sister Hurst was baptised
by C. A. Moore nearly 23 years ago, and from that
time till the day of her death wn's a devotcfd
follower of the Redeemer. Her faithfulness in
ce at the services of the Lord's house was
most marked. Our sister was nearly 65 years \v.he'n
the call came, and we feel in _her case that itis
truly entering into that rest which JesusTh;s bll)re-
pared for the people of God. o

W. BOLDUAN.

attendan

115

COMPARE |
Wevidl Presy

> “:';e.-« T

SewiNc MAcHINES.
at £3 70/=t0 £9 715/~

with the Machines offered to
you at much higher prices by
travelling Agents Comparison
will prove that

WARD BROS. PRIZE A.N.A.

is equal, and in many respects
superior to these high-priced
Machines.

We arrange terms to suit you,
guarantee every machine for
25 years and pay freight to
your nearest Railway Station.

Write for Illustrated Catalog “A"

WAP 36-38 ErroL 3" N"1MeLe

o
BROS, 4 & mmmei.

Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods,

New Booké o5

& Magazines
By Mail Steamer
Every Week

@

Mechanics' Institutes and

Libraries supplied

....at Lowest Rates.....
School and College BIBLES
Books & Stationery and

@ HYMN
BOOKS.

M. L. Hutchinson,'

GLABGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE.,
808-807 LITTLE COLLINS-8T., MELBOURNE

DRAPER AND

F. J. Petterd, “iromn, ox

WEDDERBURN.
Boots and Bhoes. Dressmaking, Millinery, our
Bpeoialties. Bults to Measure from 27/6,

Fit Guaranteed.
Orders by Post Promptly Executed.

e —

g 'Phone 1193,
:0 LYGON ST. OARLTON,
659 NICGHOLBON ST., NTH. CARLTON.

JOSIAH HORDSWORTH, Undertaket.



116

COOK.—On Jan. 26 we laid to rest the remains of
our Sister Cook, aged 77. She arrived in this
country in the ** Cleveland”” in 1839, and was bap-
tised at the Norwood Baptist Church in 1872. She
learned the way of the Lord more perfectly, and
became one of the foundation members of the
church at Glenelg in 1892, For a long time she
was called upon to suffer much, and for the past
six months has been waiting for the Lord. She
leaves behind her sons and daughters; among whom
are our well-known and much beloved Sisters
Inverarity and Bolton, to whom the church offers
heartfelt sympathy.

Glenelg, S.A. E.W.P.
&BRODIE.—On Jan. 15 our young Bro. D. Brodie
was called home at the age of 21 years. He had
been suffering from consumption, and was longing
for rest. He was a bright, earnest young man,
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with a decp-rooted faith in his Saviour, and a !xcm‘-t
filled with love for the church. It was the \vnt.er ]
privilege to visit him often, and talk over things
eternal ; and these talks proved seasons of h'elp and
comfort to both. A few hours before he .dled, we
were talking about the coming of the Saviour, :\.nd
the joy reserved for his children, when he said,
«] wish the dear Lord would come for me
to-night,” and his prayer was answered, for a? half
past nine he fell asleep We laid his remains tlo
rest on_the following Lord’s day, the young peop'e
of the Bible Class and C.E. Society attending. At
the memoriam service the young men sang his
favorite ‘hymn, *‘ Will there be any stars in my
crown?” Since then, his mother and two sisters
have obeyed their Lord, and are now serving the
Master he so dearly loved. Our hearts go out in
sympathy to those who are left behind in sorrow,
and pray that the loving Father will comfort them.

Petersham, N.S.W. J.C.
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The Correspondence Course in the Bible, con-
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in English, Greek, Hebrew, eta.

Treasurer : W. C. CRAIGIE, Little Collins-st., Melbourna.

FEDERAL CONFERENCE EXECUTIVE—President, T. H. Brooker, S.A.; Vice-Presiden

Secretary, A. E. Illingworth, N.S.W.; Assistant Secretary, T. Walker, N.S.W.; Treasure

EXBCUTIVE COMMITTEE :—New South Wales—D. A. Ewers, S. G. Griffith, T. Hagger,
W. T. S. Harris, A. C. Rankine, J. B. Thomas.

Tasmaaia—W. Jarvis.

i J. Stims
West Australin—H. J. Banks,

Vistorian—W. C. Craigie, F. 6. Duan, C.

D. M. Wilson.
Hardio, J. 7. T. Har

The College building is centrally situated and
faces the Exhibition Gardens. The accommodation
for Resident Students is excellent, and their comfort
is well looked after by an experienced matron. The
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