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The King’s Business.

“We pray you in Christ’s stead, be ye recon
ciled to God” (2 Cor:. 5: 20).

“See that ye refuse not him that speaketh. ...
from heaven” (Heb. 12: 25).

“This is the King's command, that all men cvery-
where
Repent and turn away from sin's seductive
snare; .
That all who will obey, with him shall reign for
aye,
And that's my business for my King.

This is the message that 1 bring,
A message angels fain would sing;
‘Oh, be ye reconciled,’

Thus saith my Lord and King,
‘Oh, be ye reconciled to God.”

These words with their true gospel ring
and the catchy tune that Charles Alexander
and the great united mission set Melbourne
whistling and  singing, were running
through my head. As the closing words
kept repeating themselves, “Oh, be recon-
ciled to God,” and “And that's my business
for my King,” there came to me the solemn
words of IMebrews 12: 25, “See that ye
refuse not him that speaketh....from
heaven.”

Sinai and Zion.

In his exhortation to follow holiness
and peace, to run the race, and accept the
discipline, the writer crowns his appeal
With  an  extended comparison between
Mount Sinai to which we have not come,
fl!“l Mount Zion to which we have come.
'1 he fellowship and privileges of the same
are enumerated and amply described, in
:‘)"lm*t to those of Mount Sinai: DY
h:cn:l d]lcf we laid under supreme obligation
scn{.f‘.l.(\ astness and fidelity. [Te repre-
couragy; lount Zion as attractive and en-
sPi,-c!d""l;g‘ 1! "PP“S‘IPOI} to the tcrl'({r in-
Posing .;l.ﬁlt)}111t Sinai; and yet as 'lll'l-l
Urgent (t)l) igations even more solcnm l“m(
lities of {}m those imposed by the .sntml-
ess .9]1'1" ,.m.cl)' Lf they escaped not, n.m'cll
or thay we! ‘We have more to answer
\\‘lniﬂl"‘ll they. _ The leading .thought l“:
1'(~5|)«)||\~'il|,mfl""“ is subservient 15 lhll.l:(
redempion .‘il n{‘ll-gflus}{\g the I.]!L::\I‘lh&,l‘iw
gospel of ! Christ is very great. 1€

salvation, with its claims, com

A. W. Connor.

mands, promises and obligations, is the
message of the King. “Sce that ye refuse
not him that speaketh.” Let us consider
briefly—

The divine Messenger.

L Him that speaketh. (1) The speaker
15 ‘JCSU'S‘ the mediator of the new covenant.
“God in these last days has spoken unto
us through his Son” (Heb. 1: 1-4). Greater
than angel, than Moses, than all created
beings.  This speaker has the “words of
cternal life.”  He is “the Way, the Truth,
the Life.” He not only speaks the truth;
he is the truth. In all things he himself
and he alone has the pre-eminence. On
the mount of transfiguration the voice from
the excellent glory in the presence of
Moses and Elias gave forth the oracle
which is the counterpart of our text—
“This is my beloved Son, in whom I am
well pleased. Iear ye him” (Matt. 17:
5). Refusing to hear him, to whom can
we go? (2) Speaketh. How? Where?
I1e has spoken *“from heaven.” Through
prophets of old he spake from heaven
(I Peter 1: 11). As the Word made flesh
and dwelling among us he spake as heaven’s
messenger (John I: 1-5). Since his ascen-
sion to heaven he continues to speak
through the apostles’ word, and surely will
he speak again on the earth when he s,lmll
return from heaven (Acts 1: 11). What
he shall say to us then will dcpﬁ:‘nd on
whether we now accept his word or rcfuigj
him that speaketh.”” ‘,q\varc! (3) ]_]'-‘
moltive in speaking 18 his love for {1.mni
This love has been proved on the Cross IU-
shame where he hung for us. llIL 'hd‘\'«:l :tL
right to speak if love gives Suc 1.‘11 ?T'[c;
Will we not let him speale to our hearts?
Will we not obey his word:

the King.

[1. The message. Wonderful b_c_\'mull_:lll.
v of telling. let us glance in outhne

DORE Saees Sin.  Its power.

- hi p55ages. . At v
A s e .structiveness. 4
its deceitfulness: its (lo.>sr() s

¥ }- il a § ) O
have sinned.” T'he wage

The Message of

f sin is death.”
L0 ords are searching
is life ¢ his words are s .
his life and words are SEAFELIE
Ilz elations of sin and its umg(_lucmfnlm,lrc
'ru:h.- cross is fully revealed lt:lgr‘ml"l. e
! 1 ; sence. 1118 word 18, \qn) .(,)
and essence. 5 W et
‘turn from sin o God" (Lake 1353

Salvation. Good news of life. Men need
not perish; all may live, for Christ has
died. It is the proclamation of an endur-
ing salvation. “Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” It is a good word,
a needed word (John 3: 16). (3) Sur-
render. To find salvation from sin our
lives must be surrendered to him. *Come,
take up the cross, and follow me.” DPeace
and pardon, life and joy, wait the yielding
of our life and soul unto the Lord who
I)imght us (Matt. 16: 24-20). (4) Service.
I'he saved soul becomes a serving soul.
IHis message to men is a call to service.
“If any man serve me, let him follow me”
(John 12: 26). He himself and his saving
name become the inspiration of a life of
holy service for God and man. His word
is a call to service. “The Master is come
and calleth for thee.” (5) Separation. For
those who, loving sin, refuse to surrender
to the King, there is a word of separation.
“Ye shall die in your sins, and where [ am
ve cannot come.” “lIe that believeth and
is haptised shall be saved, but he that be-
lieveth not shall be condemned” (Mark 16:
16). “See that ye refuse not him that
speaketh.” ““This is the King's message.”

Excusing ourselves.

1II. The Great Refusal.
cusing ourselves from.” Our refusal of
salvation consists in (1) Unbelicf. Rejec-
tion of Jesus as the divine Son, and a
needed Saviour. Yet is there “no other
name given under heaven among meil,
whereby we must be saved” (Acts 4: 12;
John 20: 31). (2) Impenitence.  This is
the King's command, that “all men cvery-
where repent” (Acts 17: 30). “Repent
and turn. that your sins may be blotted
out” (Acts 3: 19). Impenitence condemns
to death. (3)) Disobedience. The good
news is preached unto all **for the obedi-
ence of faith.” The initial obedience de-
mands open confession of Jesus (Rom. 10:
9, 10). You are required to obey the King
in baptism. “Repent and be baptised™
(Acts 2: 38). Do you say, “Is it essen-

tial?" Tt is the King's command (Matt.
28: 1820).  Will you reject his royal
word? (4) Procrastination. You refuse

“Go thy way.” softening the

by saying.
“Yes,” you

refusal Dy “for this time.”

Literally, “ex- '
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say, “it is true, and some day T will.” You
reply to Christ’s loving entreaty, “Give me
thy heart,” with, “Not now, but by-and-
bye.” while the King's message thunders
m your cars, “Now! Now! Now! not by-
and-bye.”

See that ye refuse not.

~Will you still refuse? This is “the
King’s business.” Yes, beloved unsaved
one: he has spoken in wondrous love in
the sacrificial blood shed for you; in tender
appeal and loving entreaty in the words of
life that he spake. His word of mercy,
through the apostles, ushered in the reign

of grace. Time and time again has his
message reached your heart. You have
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hardened it against him. His .\"ou:_cq xs
merciful.  “1 will give you rest. = LL
that ve refuse not him that speaketh. }g.s.
he has spoken, speaks still, and yet a;’;(nly,
with a voice that shall shz‘lkc the heaven
and carth, will speak. That voice will
usher in the “kingdom yet to be, and pro-
claim eternal salvation to the huml)lf ac-
cepter, and (lcstr'ucliim to those that “obey
not the gospel” (2 Thess. 1: 8).

“*Oh, be ye reconciled,’

Thus saith my Lord and King;

*Oh, be ye reconciled to God.””
“This is the King’s message.” “See that
ye refuse not.” *“‘llear ye him."”

Night n a

Great City.

A. J. Sauynders.

To one who loves quietness and time for
reading and meditation, how favorable is
the country! There one can enjoy life in
undistracted peace, and night time is when
the soul-life is fed and grows. Let us read
again Burns® “Cotter’s Saturday Night.”
The cheerfu’ supper done, wi' serious face
They, round the ingle, form a circle wide;
The sire turns o'er, wi' patriarchal grace,
The big ha' Bible, once his father’s pride;
IHis bonnet reverently is laid aside,

His lyart haffets wearing thin an’ bare;

Those strains that once did sweet in Zion glide,

IIe wakes a portion with judicious care:

And, ‘Let us worship God'! he says with solemn
air.

But how different in a large modern
city! Night time is the harvest for the
burglar, the hold-up, the desperado, and
the dog. But night time also is the golden
opportunity for the rescue worker—that
saviour, that angel of merc; of our great
cities. The more I travel and see and learn,
the more am I convinced that our men and
religious workers who are to do successful
city Christian work must graduate, in addi-
tion to intellectual equipment, from city
mission societies. As well may we take
a farmer and expect him to steer a ship
through the raging storm of the sea as to
take a young man from the country, be
his education and devotion never so good,
and expect him to meet and solve the prob-
lems of a great and exacting city work.

Sin and shame.

In a city like Chicago night is a time for
angels to weep, but for Christians to work.
We have a red light district, and it is said
that twelve hundred girls from the large
business houses of the city go down there
every Saturday night to augment their
scanty earnings with miserable rewards
from a life of shame. There are seven
thousand saloons defacing our streets;
seven agencies pulling down to one—the
churches, trying to lift up. Here is one of

the greatest fields in all the world for
Christian, social and philanthropic work.
Of course you say, Why don’t the Chris-
tian people get to work? They are at
work, and working nobly; but they need
more and yet more men and money. On
last New Year's night ten thousand people
thronged the great coliseum, and remained
for four hours in prayer, in song, in testi-
mony for the regeneration of the city. And
when 1909 was struck the prayer in every
heart was:
“Ring in the valiant man and free,
The larger heart, the kindlier hand;
Ring out the darkness of the land,
Ring in the Christ that is to be.”

The gateway to hell.

'l‘hc_ White Cross Midnight Missionary
Association is doing a magnificent work.
C'larkson', Wakefield and Kim—the mid-
night trio, and many helpers, are savine
scores from utter destruction. Some not.
able rescues have been effected. The gospel
raises even in the red light districts. It
1s pathetic to think of the many who come
from quiet, happy homes to the great cities
to see life and make their fortl;xlc, and in
one short year to find the dream a night-
mare, the vision a deception, and the hcit'
the gateway to hell, ¢

Socialised Christianity,

I write this fiot to ex 0S¢ our s J
Melbourne, Sydney, Perzh. are rbelclzillcll'?;;r
with the same sins. And every city workctt"
is face to face with these awful conditions
of our modern city life, Salvation o'f
society by way of the individual is the
watchword as we enter the second ce.ntur'
of our work. Christianity has to do witl)
the white slave traffic; it must solve tl ]
liquor problem; that man has rights 'uml
that man is my brother, and as g Clll"i%t(' 5
[ must help him in his labor troubles 'Jla-n
tice, purity, and brotherhood i
into the content of Christianity,
Christianity is being socialised,

are  coming
In a word,
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There is another
which has Dbecome famousg
Garden Mission. It yag
twenty-five years ago by Colong] (v, Some
a_uotorious down-town' djsgri t ark i,
sight to linger in one’s ming f(,: » It
to see that hall fill it}
drunken men and fallen Wonmey
are !1(‘](1 every evening, ang lh]c‘r
VErsions at every service. \[rg QC]
lives, and is one of the chicf ark st
workers.  She is said not to haye
one service in fifteen years. \|: .
has been rescued and sent h()];]Q( o
and anxious hearts. I'he const
is, this poor, fallen boy is

JSSolle ineiin
hicqy,
—the p, RO
f g "acifi,
Olinge, M

“Somebody’s child, out in (he wild
! )
Strayed from the old home AWy

% b A
LOVe 'S ; - U o . M :

I(\)ul ones ar l'hun pleading in prayer,

Pleading for him all the day.”

Snatched from the burning,

Harry Monroe is the present soul of
the mission. He is but a young fellow_o.
converted gambler—but his cr;own shal‘ll
sparkle with many gems. One nigAht I
spoke to him, and said I came from Aus.
tralia. “Oh,” he said, “did vou mcél
Charlie there?” Ile meant Chas. M. Alex-

ander.  Alexander has often sung in this
mission. In fact it was here he began his

work. The great Moody preached here in
the carly days. "Torrey has spoken again
and again in this mission. Some years ago
there wandered into the hall a young' man—
drunk. He was famous in the athletic
field. He was the fastest between-bases
runner that Chicago ever produced. He
was an honored member of the champion
baseball team. But that night his heart was
touched, his life was changed, he was tl‘lll_)'
and permanently converted. To-day he is
one of the greatest evangelists of this
country.  Billy Sunday is teaching and
leading to a better life more men than any
other preacher in the field. Ile preaches
with as much zeal as he would show if ¢
were playing ball. In hot weather, when
he becomes uncomfortable, off goes ik
coat. That is soon followed by his VCStI-
He tugs at his collar and tie, and they Fpols
are cast aside. When Billy is after sot
he means business.

A mother of missions.

The Pacific Garden ;
mother of missions. She converts tl!tns
and they go out to establish missio
other cities, Dick Love, with fif)
of criminal record, is one CO""er-t.'x)n in
ville Trotter has a successful "H:br](()\\'illg
Grand Rapids. Starr has a fine, ten with
work in St. Louis. And so these ’ﬂ.c'on arc¢
a new heart and a consuming passio. «
multiplying and perpetuating
work of salvation. This old ¥ y
all its sin is after all a place © %(
with large, loving hearts C‘"g“g
work of the kingdom of .(xod-' ted poble

Men—redeemed men, big he‘tllllc cry of
men, men into whose hearts

s fhe
“ bheconic t
has s

m

eat M
rl in the



pumanity has cnlcrcgl'\vilh il'l‘csisti‘blc force,
is the need of our cities to-day. bh'all gold
r.ulc. and our hearts, our s_\.'mputlncs, our
Jove become hard and dry like the famine
districts of India, or shall the Chn‘st reign
and save? Men; business men, lesthn
men, must answer this question, for therein
lies the solution of the problems of our
modern  city life.

Letter from South Australia.

After conducting a mission at Narra-
coorte, 1 paid a visit to Mount Gambier,
which I left nearly 36 years ago. This is
one of the most attractive portions of the
State ; it is well called “the garden of South
Australia.” Situated in the south-ecast,
about 300 miles from Adelaide, and not far
from the Victorian border, it is out of the
route of the ordinary traveller between
Adelaide and Melbourne, but its special
beauties attract a number of tourists. The
mount itself was once an active volcano,
and the immense craters in its centre give
some idea of what it must have been in the
days of its eruption. T'here are four lakes.
the largest of which is the celebrated Blue
lake, Walking up a gentle rise, you look
suddenly down a great hole nearly a mile
in diameter. At a depth of from 200 to
250 feet from the top lies the water, and so
steep and precipitous are the banks that
it is only accessible in two or three spots.
In places the rugged rocks are perpendic-
ular or overhang the placid water. This is
the reservoir for the prosperous town, a
pumping station providing an exhaustless
supply of the purest fluid. The rich vol-
canic soil for a few miles in cacli” direction
produces enormous crops of wheat, oats,
potatoes, onions, etc., and the district is
consequently in a thriving state.

Early days.

.On the eastern slope of the Blue Lake
bill my father had a farm in the days of
my boyhood, and here three years of my
Ch}l(l life were spent. Returning to Ade-
laide when T was twelve, I came back to
ﬂlC_ mount when I was fifteen, and re-
mained five years. It was during this time
that T first began to preach. A mecting
“"al had heen commenced by Bro. and Sister
C. Clark and my father, mother and brother
OVEr 45 years ago had kept going after
our removal to Adelaide, and when I re-
]Ulrne(l 41 years ago I made the fifth mem-
Cr. After a while the number increased,
:}n(l finally we rented a little old disused
:c,:-l\]r)it:l..m C}a raville and commenced public
G )SIL]‘ Not one of us had ever prcachc'(li
\\'a']; s but the time had come when it
i k"LCc_ssary, and I was pressed into the
[ l\\'Ixth three others, all much older.
well T( Sagyas then under ecighteen. I—}ow.
Must itmcmber thflt ﬁrst‘sermon on “What
or sop flo to be Saved?” 1 worked at it
e e weeks, finally wrote it out in full,

ned it by heart, and recited it to quite

:lm{-m:;i;;ﬁl(]gz\cff“(m:--’-l‘hc four of us met
hes terbbe y week, when the three
Vi((msléuc;:;i;l;l.;ci-(ll]tllcQ})rcachcr of the pre-
il o ‘1,. : :()m'c of' the criticisms
L y severe. I'm afraid I deserved
‘\l\’hcl;golt‘]b“t 1t Was sometimes depressing.

eft Mt. Gambier in 1873, there
Was a warm united church of at least =o
or 60 members. For some time it pn;js‘-
pered, and then trouble came, and ﬁnaliy
after a chequered existence of many years
the brcthrgn ceased to meet. This was
largely owing to the removal of workers,
tl}c leading l{rctllrcxl, including Bro. Clark
himself, leaving the district. Among the
carly members were Bro. and Sister C.
Mackenzie, and when F. E. Thomas, of
Narracoorte, and 1 went there they gave
us a hearty welcome, entertained us most
hospitably for the three days we were able
to stay, and Bro. Mac. drove us out every
day to view the beauties of the surround-
ing scenery.

A fine district.

While in the Mount, I visited several
who had at some time been connected with
the church either there or elsewhere. 1
have the names of eighteen, and heard of
cight others. Many of these are now as-
sociated with other bodies, and even
if a church were formed, would not be
prepared to unite with it, at all events not
for a while; but there are not wanting
those, including our host and hostess, who
would rejoice to see the banner of primi-
tive Christianity floating once more in the
town. Halls are available for a nominal
rental, and with a suitable leader the work
could be revived readily. But to do any
permanent good it would be requisite to
place a suitable evangelist in the field and
keep him there. It is so long since any
public effort was made that the plea we
present is practically unknown in that
flourishing district of about 8ooo people.
1 sincerely hope the day is not far distant
when this will no longer be true.

S.A. Conference.

Our State Conference is always held in
September, and arrangements arc being
made. A difficulty in Adelaide is the
scarcity of suitable buildings to hold our
large meetings in. I hear a whisper of the
possibility of the Grote-st. church some
day erecting a much larger and more up-
to-date building, and when this is done the
difficulty may be overcome. In the mean-
while, however, we must fall b;xck on the
huge Exhibition Building, anﬂd it has been
secured for a united Sunday School demon-
stration on the Lord’s day afternoon. On
Monday and Tuesday nights, Home and
Foreign Mission meetings \\'111_1.30 held “i
the same place. Asitis otherwise Ltllgagf(
on Wednesday and Thursday m_ght?. -meclt:
ings will be held m}‘those) evenings m the
Grote-st. chapel. The Baptists mL'(‘t'm.
Aunual Session the same \\,'cck...uml. :fgllmp{
on the suggestion of the l»a!)llslt) '1.m.su.c111~
Jast year, arrangements have been made
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for a great united meeting of the Chris-
tians called Baptists and the baptised be-
lievers called Christians, to be held in the
ixhibition Building on Friday night. This
should prove a most interesting gathering,
and a demonstration of hearty sympathy,
as well as of the influence of the two great
immersionist bodies. It seems to me that
in Adelaide at lecast, the Baptist brethren
are getting rid of the absurd idea still held
in some quarters that we preach baptismal
regeneration and deny the work of the
Holy Spirit.

Chapman mission.

The Adelaide churches are preparing for
the visit of Messrs. Chapman, Alexander
and their party. A simultaneous mission
is commencing in the city and suburbs on
the fifth, to last to the fifteenth, when the
central mission will commence. Great re-
sults are anticipated, and we trust that the
churches pleading for a restoration of the
primitive Christianity will share in the
general prosperity.

Foreign Missions.

At a united Foreign Mission rally in
Grote-st. chapel on Wednesday night, it
was stated that the F.M. receipts for the
year which ended that night in this State
were about £570, that is about £136 more
than last year. At this rate we ought to
be able to raise the £650 we are asked for
this year. The average was only a fraction
over 2/6 per member. This is not bad
compared with other States, but not very
good compared with the needs of the fields
and the amount spent on the gratification
of our own desires.

Mile End, July 2. D. A. EWERs.

God’s promises were never meant to
ferry our laziness like a boat; they are to
be rowed by our oars.—H. I¥V. Beecher.

It is to the stoop of the soul that sin
comes. Let it be upright, kept fast by its
integrity, and there is never danger, never
harm.—J. F. IW. Ware.

Let us consider that all law is not in the
hand of Giant Despair. Who knows but
that God who made the world may cause
that Giant Despair may die.—Bunyan.

Worldly hopes are not living but lying
hopes; they die often before us and we
live to bury them and see our own folly
and infelicity in trusting to them, but at
the utmost they die with us when we die
and can accompany us no farther. But
the lively hope, which is the Christian’s
portion, answers expectation to the full;
clouds shall scatter, the fetters fall. The
world dares say no more for its device
than dum spiro spero (whilst T breathe I
hope), but the children of God can add, by
virtue of this living hope, dum expiro spero
(whilst I die 1 hope).— Leighton.
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Character: Its Value and how Obtained.

William Charlick.

There are different kinds of character:
but I propose to deal only with what we
understand as good character, i.c., good
qualities possessed and exercised by any
person.  Of these good qualities the fol-
lowing may be regarded as essential and
most important:—Truth, honesty, obedi-
ence, justice, industry, courage, humility.
peacefulness, purity, mercy, courtesy, hos-
pitality, energy, patience, and self-control.

A big programme.

No doubt some honorable member will
here mentally ejaculate, “This is a big
programme,” and will cast about in his
mind to try and fit some one of his ac-
quaintance who “fills the bill,” and may
probably conclude that many have souic
of those qualities, but not all, or rather,
not all perfectly. 'This conclusion I am
ready to admit as correct, because experi-
ence has shown that in every man there
is a counteracting tendency to error and
evil. which often mars the excellency of
one or more qualities which most men,
shall T sav. good men, strive for. T'wo
hundred years ago, Alexander DPope, in
his essay on “Man,” put it thus:—

“Placed on this isthmus of a middle state,

A being darkly wise, and rudely great:

With too much knowledge for the sceptic’s side,
With too much weakness for the stoic’s pride,
He hangs between; in doubt to act, or rest;

In doubt to deem himself a god, or beast;

In doubt his mind or body to prefer;

Born but o die, and reasoning but to err;
Chaos of thought and passion, all confused;
Still by himself abused, or disabused.”

I think you will agree with me that at the
present day men still retain a striking
likeness to those of Pope’s time. Not-
withstanding this weakness, however, we
have only to reflect for a few moments
on our personal knowledge of men whom
we have met and known, and we will, I
think, remember one or more men who did
possess in a large measure those qualities
of good character which have distinguished
them from ordinary men. ‘I'he exercise
of the qualities named is specially bene-
ficent to others, as well as ennobling to
the possessor, and if he be a Christian
man, he is fulfilling the kernel of the teach-
ing of Jesus Christ, wherein he savs, “As
ye would that men should do to you, do
ye also to them likewise.”

The value of character.

The value of good character is hest seen
when in contrast to bad. In a world
wherein is the blackness of doubt, deceit,
and lying, the virtues of faith and truth
shine as stars of magnitude. In a world
where dishonesty, corruption and  frawd
bring ruin, disaster and misery, the vir-

tues of hope, honesty and justice Dbeget
confidence, trust and happiness. In a land
where idleness, lawlessness and immorality
are prevalent, the virtues of industry, law-
abiding and purity are a standing rebuke
and example for better things to the people
thereof. And in a land where pride, dis-
order and cruelty are manifested, there
the virtues of humility, patience, mercy
and self-control show forth as the reflec-
tion from the face of God, revealing the
abject worthlessness of the f_o.rmer and
the grandeur of the latter qualities, which
we Dbelieve must ultimately in the end
triumph—good over evil.

A national asset.

If the contrasts I have just drawn are
correct, then it follows that the presence
of men and women of good character is
of great value to the country in which they
live, and make for national good and the
common welfare. We have only to turn
to our own nation, and ask ourselves,
“What would England have been, were
it not for her grand men and women of
good character, who from every rank in
life, and varying capacity, and great diver-
sity of gifts and ability, and in every walk
of life, have contributed their quota in
building and moulding a mighty nation,
blessed of God, which has placed her fore-
most in the march of liberty, progress,
justice, commerce, science, benevolence,
religion and colonisation. As in the na-
tion, so in the city, village or neighborhood
—men who are honest are trusted; truth-
ful, are believed; industrious, are :imitated
or perchance envied: law-abiding, are hon-
ored; courageous, are admired; patient
and peaceful, are beloved; courteous, are
praised by their neighbors, and they well
deserve it.

A long process.

The good qualities of character are not
born in a man or woman, although often
certain gifts of temperament, mental and
physical, which are inherited at birth, assist
materially, and more fully beautify the
character when it is acquired. Yet good
character must be, and is, the development:
or growth of good habits, qualities of
thought, word and action in every-day life,
under all conditions, circumstances and age
of life. It is not made or acquired in a
day, month, or year, but is a long process
of effort from infancy to old age. It
begins from our mother’s knee, home in-
fluences, then on through school, teachers,
preachers, comrades, in our work, and play,
tasks and leisure, employers, work-mates,
and largely from our reading, and prob-
ably, with some, most of all by communion
with God and his word.  Thus, if our
leart and mind are willing, good character
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is formed. Nevertheless
attained (excepting the one per

to that perfection wherein hlc’m‘fcct M;
have no more to attain,” b(_.c;l;{.l‘ Say,
weakness and imperfectioy of ISL Of the
ture. We know that many mep )l‘fll an g
of the good qualities anq entil.‘“' Somg
othprs, yet all men, young or ¢ IC,{ lack
seriously set out on life’s \'0)':10“c“\ i
mtention of acquiring ang li\r?n < ;
character in the fear of (oq \\-'g
to keep on trying to do thcix’-
sess a good “all-round” chay
veloped.

» 110 mgy

The building of a house,

The building of character is
ing of a house. First, the gro
cleared of rubbish, rotten places, and holes
and bumps filled and levelled. The founda-
tion must be firmly laid with broad, sol;(l
width and strength, and happy is the man
whose foundation is Jesus Christ, and g
day by day, following closgly the plan of
the great Architect, in his* sermon on the
mount, we are to build our character with
intelligence, honesty, soundness, in the fear
of God, thoroughly and well: until in
beauty and strength, the building is com-
pleted, benefiting all who behold or use
it.  Often during the building the plans
must be scanned, for often mistakes oceur,
Often good work is spoilt by haste or
delay, and has to be pulled down and re-
built. Often the builder is in excessive
doubt what next thing to do, or how to do
it, often having to seek further light and
instruction from the architect; and some-
times having the sad experience of censure
from him or his representative. DBut yct
the true character builder keeps struggling
on, straining nerve, mind and muscle, \\:ll_]l
courage and patience, until days of f‘cht
and reward bring solace and joy, marking
another stage in his life's work.

as the byl
und muysg be

Sense and worth.

b ity o wealth
Position in the scale of society, or Wi

makes but little, if any, (liﬁex'011cc; ;’rr
every man alike, whether rich or'_?U L
clever or ordinary, worker by b'i;‘::“ i
muscle, profession or trade, _“1‘”]‘._‘ e
mechanic, must form or build B s
character. It is true that some l.“LnUﬂ;Cr»";
cise greater range of influence than it
but this wider influence is by ,“‘l’] of the
confined to any one class, or .SC-LU(L)rllth 0
people—experience proves .l_h"

Bobbie Burns, when he says:—

“Then let us pray, that come 1t i
As come it will for a' that— fie el
That sense and worth, O't‘f il s
May bear the gree, and a’ that:

st
he minds of n

It doubtless oceurs to t hey had peen
men to wonder, or wish, that t;.)c,

born in a different position 1 ]“ e
Christian should realise tha}' c]c(;I i, ane
position in which God has "l'lil iley
le should, as Bishop latimet ;"1y d
“Be of good comfort and pld
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Burns, in his “Tale of Two Dogs,” draws
an interesting picture of humble labor, and
idle luxury. e makes C:csar,. the rich
man's dog, say to the ploughman’s collic:

“Man, were ye but whyles whare T am,

The gentles ye wad neer envy 'em;

IU’s true they need’na starve nor sweat
Through winter cauld, or summer heat;
jut human bodies are sic fools,

TFor a' their colleges. and schools,

That when nae real ills perplex them,
That make anow themselves to vex them;
A country fellow at the pleugh

Iis acres tilled, he's right encugh;

A country girl at her wheel,

Her dizzen's done, she's uncon' weel:

But gentlemen and ladies warst,

WVith even-down want o' wark are curst,
They loiter lounging, lank, and lazy;
Though nac haet ails them, yet uncasy:
Their days insipid, dull, an‘l tasteless,
Their nights unquiet, lang, and restless.”

There's some exception, man and woman:

But this is gentry's life in common.”

Though this doubtless is true of many of
the: gentry, yet history, past and present,
shows that from the leisured, or gentry
class, have sprung many hard working
and noble men and women, of good char-
acter, whose work has stood, and will
stand, in the future, as that which has
greatly benefited their fellows, and goes
far to justify the existence of the leisured
class, which position had afforded them
the time and opportunities which they had
used so well.

“Life is but a sheet of paper white,
Whercon cach one of us may write
[Tis line or two.”

The little foxes.

There is always a great danger to young
men of being turned aside from the great
purpose of character-building by worldly
policy, and inducements to follow practices
which are unsound, crooked, dishonest,
untruthful, or unchaste.  The tempter
argues, “Oh, other people do it,” or “It is
4 common practice,” or “If you don’t do
It, other people will,” or, “It is only a little
thing.” "But we must consider that little
things are vital in character ; Christ himself
tells us, “Ie that is faithful in that which
I8 least, is faithful also in much.” Small
things cause great damage. A grain of
Sand or a hair will stop the best watch;
a clot of blood on the brain will produce
Paralysis in the most capable man; a slight
CITor in navigation has lost many a noble
Ship; a little habit has eventually caused
the ruin of clever men; therefore, men
Who would be of good character cannot

aliord to treat any evil as small or insig-
Nificant :

S tepping stones.

While it is true that all men and
Women  faj], many times, to reach their
Standard, and (o things which cause them
at the time, and after many years, much

pam, and grief of mind, yet the failures
of lhg Past must be used :
warnings and lessons,
avoid similar faults -

as stepping stones,
l;':wlhi”:\' them to
L and dangers i .
luture.  There are often faulgs Tl: lourl.:clcl\'lll:
of which we are not conscious, and \\'hc.I{
charged with them by a candid friend or
foe, the hot temper flies up with resent-
ment, but he is a wise builder who will
carefully examine himself, and see.if the
charge is not in some respeets true.
“Could we but sce ourselves as others see us
It would from many a faultic free us
And foolish notion.”

The quality of industry has often to he
learnt in spite of a dilatory, inert, or lazy
temperament, at  considerable  personal
cffort.

The burden of the hour.

Character builders are at times discour-
aged and sorely tempted to leave life's
building unfinished, but Miller truly says—

“God lays a little on us every day,

And never, I believe, on all our wily,

Will burdens bear too deep—

Or pathways be so threatening and so steep,
But we can go, if by God's power

We only bear the burden of the hour.”

[ am afraid I have wearied you with so
long an essay, but like DBunyan with his
dream, “As I pulled it came,” and you may
possibly say as the Queen of Sheba said.
‘Behold, the half was not told me,” and |
feel it true there is very much left unsaid.
[ will end with some verses by an un-
known poet, which contain excellent ad-
vice :—

“Let no speck their surface dim
Spotless truth and honor hright !
I'd not give a fig for him
Who says any lic is white!
He who falters,
Twists or alters
Little atoms, when we speak,
May deceive me,
But, believe me,
To himself he is a sneak.

“Ilelp the weak if you are strong:
Love the old if you are young:
Own a fault if you are wrong:
If you're angry, hold your tongue.
In each duty
Lies a beauty,
If your eyes you do not shut,
) Just as surely
And securely
As a kernel in a nut!

“If you think a word will please,
S-:ly it, if it is but trues :
Words may give delight with ease,
When no act is asked from you.
Words may often
Soothe and soften,
Gild a joy or heal a pain:
They are treasures
Yielding plu:\ml"vs
It is wicked to retam.
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“Whatsoe'er you find to do,
Do it, then, with all your might ;
Let your faith be strong and true—
Faith, my lads, will keep you right.
[Faith in all things,
Great and small things
Like a Christian gentleman,
+And for cver,
In endeavor,
Be as thorough as you can.”

(Read at the Park-st., Unley, Men's
Mutual I'mprozement Society.)

Literary Discoveries at Nippur.

It is a remarkable fact that, after heing
lost for thousands of years, the history of
the ancient world is being restored by mat-
tock and spade, iust at the critical hour of
apologetic need. The richest materials for
Biblical defence, as well as for Biblical
illustration and exposition, are forthcoming
from every quarter. Among the most
recent discoveries are those of Prof. Her-
man V. Hilprecht, who went a few years
ago to superintend the excavations in .\s-
syria and Babylon, under the “direction of
the University of Pennsylvania. The great
temple library and priest-school of Nippur,
destroyed by the Elamites 223 DB.C., have
been unearthed by Professor [Hilprecht.
Of the extraordinary literary collection,
twenty-three thousand books in stone, he
says, in a recent letter :—

*“The library consists of sixteen thousand
volumes written on stone, and covers the
entire theological, astronomical, linguistic,
and mathematical knowledge of those days.
We also unearthed a collection of letters
and biographies, deciphered the inscriptions
of many newly discovered tombstones and
monuments, and espied, finally, best of all,
five thousand official documents of ines-
timable value to the student of ancient his-
tory. The net result consists so far of
twenty-three thousand stone writings.”

T'his is certainly one of the richest *“finds™
in all the researches in connection with the
ancient Dabylonia. The books of present
day do well if their materials last for a
generation; but these ancient .monuments,
by reason of the dry air of the region and
the pure silicate unmixed with organic
matter, are practically imperishable.  \nd
so they are able to speak across thirty cen-
turies to confirm the truth of the word of
(sod.

Yonder locomotive, with its thundering
train, comes like a whirlwind down the
track, and a regiment of soldiers might
seek to arrest it in vain. It would crush
them, and plunge unheeding on.  But
there is a little lever in its mechanism that
at the pressure of a man’s hand will slacken
its speed, and in a moment or two bring
it panting and still like a whipped spaniel
at your feet.  So, with the firm control of
thought, words and actions are obedient
to our purpose. Ile who rules himself is
the greatest of monarchs.—J. L. Hurlbut.
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SPIRITUALISM A DELUSION.

There is no doubt that during the past
few years there has been a revival of the
cult of Spiritualism. After having lain
dormant for awhile, it has asserted itself
again with very great energy. Its ramifi-
cations are far more wide-spread than most
people are willing to believe. Many people,
in the first place, are attracted by curiosity
to the seances held in private houses, and
are more or less impressed by the phe-
namena which are placed before them, with
the result, in many cases, of conversion to
Spiritualistic ideas. And the adoption of
these ideas means that those who were once
Christians make shipwreck of their faith,
or are, at any rate, lost to the churches of
which they were once members. And as
the testimony which we have before us
clearly shows the influence which Spirit-
ualism exerts upon the individual is most
injurious, we deem it necessary to sound a
note of warning so that those who are in
danger of being led astray may not fall
victims to a system which, for the most
part, is a snare and a delusion.

Originated in fraud.

Modern Spiritualism, and to this alone
we are now referring, insists that it is able
to “lift the veil” and hold audible commu-
nication with the spirits of the departed.
The idea is not a new one; it is as old at
least as the time of the witch of Endor,
an incident which seems to have been
placed on record as a warning to those who
desire to cultivate the art of consulting
with the dead. But whatever may have
been done in the past does not concern us
now, save as a warning. It is the thing
as it exists in the present day that we are
dealing with, and in dealing with it we
venture to affirm that no satisfactory proof
has yet been given that the living commu-
nicate with the spirits of the dead. Modern
Spiritualism is the offspring of fraud. Tt
originated about the middle of the last
century, in that great birthplace of religious
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delusions, the United States of America.
A family of the name of Iox perpetrated
the first fraud, and fraud has been asso-
ciated with its name ever since. The ex-
posure of the initial attempt 1s now a mat-
ter of history, and is therefore well known
to all who have given any attention to the
subject.  Spiritualism has been the great
hunting ground of all kinds of adventurers,
and its history is one long catalogue ot
cheating and lying. In saying this, we do
not mean that all Spiritualists are to be
regarded as insincere-——most of them per-
haps are sincere enough— but it 1s the
sincerity of ignorance and delusion. "It is
a significant fact,” says a writer in the
British 1Weekly, “that Spiritualistic phe-
nomena of a kind which serious men would
take the trouble to investigate have been

steadily  declining since the DPsychical
Society was founded.”
Result of investigation.

This is confirmed by Mr. TPodmore,

whose work on Spiritualism has lately been
published. He says: *Just when an organ-
ised and systematic investigation on a scale
not inadequate to the importance of the
subject was for the first time about to be
made, the phenomena to be investigated
diminished rapidly in frequency and im-
portance, and the opportunities for inves-
tigation were further curtailed by the in-
difference or reluctance of mediums to sub-
mit their claims to examination.” Not-
withstanding this, the phenomena of Spirit-
ualism have been submitted to very severe
tests. In Lwerybody's Magazine, ITamlin
Garland, the well-known writer, in a series
of articles on “The Shadow World,” tells
us how he and other friends, as independ-
ent investigators, conducted a series of
searching examinations into the reality of
spirit manifestations. The mediums were
carefully selected and tested. Mr. Garland
was_impressed by the physical phenomena
he observed, and gave his conclusions in
the following words: “I must confess that
most of the ‘spirits’ I have met seem to me
merely parasitic or secondary personal-
ities, drawn from the psychic or from my-
self. Nearly every one of the mediums I
have studied has at least one ‘guide’ whose
voice and habit were perilously similar to
his own. This in some cases, has been
laughable, as when ‘Rolling Thunder,” a
Sioux chief (Indians are all chiefs in the
spirit world), appears and says, ‘Goot efen-
ing, friends, id is a nice night alretty.” And
yet I have seen a whole roomful of people
receive a communication from a ‘spirit’ of
this kind. I burn with shame for the sitters
and the psychic when this kind of thing is
going on.” i

No reliable evidence.

Further on he says, “I prefer the
experimenter to the theorist. [ like
the calm clear statements of these Ruro-
pean savants, who approach the subject,
not as Dbereaved persons, but as scientists.
I am ready to go wherever science leads,
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and T should be very al
ll,lc here is but a ‘chain iy, our
But at present the weight of evid y
to me to be on the side of tence sean,
mediumship is a question of oY tha
human biology.” As Cm.,.nbm_,“-'Cx])lnrc(l
above, we may also quote from 'l“ of tle
articles appearing in the If/'ili;/, ~Sriesiof
on the “Problems and Perils aof ql-’ cckly
ism.”  The writer says: "Spiritu-\lll')vmmm'
been examined with the CI()scSt‘ :\m l_lus
by means of the keenest nlin<l\-~:,lfu“n'\'
generation.  And with what result? T
the slightest reliable communicatio; e
been established with any departe( \.1). I}n‘i
This being so, the question may I)Q'JI:LIE'
Iow is it, then, that so 1na|1y-1)cop(lk; .“I:
believers in Spiritualism? Ay the ::)rl(
swer may be given that there is no (lclus‘im;
that endures for any time which llil\‘.n()l
some element of truth in it. In Spirvilnal.
ism the element of truth in it is clajryoy.
ance, clair-audience, telepathy, and hypnot-
ism, all of which are recognised as ];()\\'crs
mherent in the mind of man. The phe-
nomena produced by these are the adjuncts
to Spiritualism by which it imposes upon
its devotees. Take away these, and there
is nothing left in it but fraud.

A 10 knog, {

The phenomena explained.

E. V. Coombs, in his “Religious Delu-
sions,” says: “Twenty years ago the trance,
telepathy, clairvoyance, hypnotism, clair-
audience, and the kinetic force were poorly
understood. ‘The mysterious and super-
natural surrounded these forces. Where
these were not understood, they were called
spirit forces.” In this book the above
terms are explained, and those who desire
to study the subject further, could not do
better than get the work. [t can be had
at the Austral Publishing Company's office.
“Mediums,” says Mr. Coombs, “read sgalet}
letters and tell us it is the power of the
spirit.  Science knows it is the power 0
the mind. The writer held a trunk check 4
his hand in such a manner that no ‘0‘,‘,"
could see it except the man who Was flt\'
rapport with a mind reader, who was W
feet from him. As soon as the man Sf:t'
the check, the mind-reader called ~(')i|)1t:
“Trunk check, No. 384." It was ]llll)()-5:|ICC
for her to see the check. Go to -ﬂ.wlhf:-rip-
and the medium gives you & fZI'l}‘ ‘L"-iq 26
tion of some departed friend. 1 mf e
evidence that she saw the -_%'P""lt .Oqul))jCL"
departed friend. B

She was 1 Jf-hyp-
tive state—for all mediums are S¢

ture 0

: . ic .
notised. Your mind had l]}C ]):ubjectwe
your friend planted upon the our mind:
memory. The medium reﬂ(l' )lgfcrt"‘*'"/
Purely a case of thought tran®
telepathy.”

The menace of Spiritualism: o5t
. e 15 o

In cases where psychic fo]” put noW
present, resort is had to f'-‘m"];an are g
that the powers inherent 1n I well-

ginning to be better understood, ed upo?

; impos
informed person will not be impo But

by so-called spirit manifestations:
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those who are not well informed, and allow
themselyes to be duped, run a serious risk.
Dr. Forbes Winslow wrote in 1877: “T'en
thousand persons are at the present time
confined in lunatic asylums on account of
having tampered with the supernatural.”
In Paris, it has led to devil-worship and
suicide. It has brought infinite harm to
thousands, and conferred no real boon upon
society. T'he so-called spirit communica-
tions are worthless trivialities or long har-
angues which have obviously proceeded
from the brain of the medium. Dr. Hatch,
at one time a Spiritualist himself, says:
“Phere are thousands of high-minded and
intelligent Spiritualists who will agree with
me that there is no slander in saying that
the inculcation of no doctrines in this
country has ever shown such disastrous
moral and social results as the spiritual
theories. Iniquities which have justly re-
ceived the condemnation of centuries are
openly upheld, vices which would destroy
any wholesome regulation of society are
crowned as virtues ...." Spiritualism,
therefore, stands self-condemned. [ts true
inwardness may be disguised, as it some-
times is by borrowed plumage, but of itself
it has nothing to offer to the world that is
worth having. .

Edito_ri_al_._Notes.

“Empty Churches.”

Not long since Mr. Josiah Thomas,
M.H.R., publicly stated in Melhournc:
“The reason the churches are empty is that
those who are regarded as church people
have not that sympathy for the great suf-
fering masses, or that compassion for the
multitude that Christ had.” But are the
churches empty? ‘This is certainly not the
experience of those among whom this
paper chiefly circulates. Our churches
were never, as a whole, better attemlgd
than they now are. It may be that Chris-
tianity is losing its hold, but we want some
greater proof than the unsupported state-
ment that the churches are empty. \ news-
paper representative in Adelaide waited on
[enry Howard, the well known .\Igthmhst
preacher, to hear his opinion, and his reply
was: “I can speak for my own church
only. TInstead of it being empty, we have
to put seats in the aisles to accommodate
the congregations. 1 don’t see much of
other churches on Sundays, but from what
I hear there does not seem to be any justi-
fication for saying they are empty. Mr.
Howard further said: “I don't think the
church was ever so wide awake as she i
to-day to the social side of the gospel; |
believe she has a kinder sympathy for the
Poor and outcast than she has ever 11:{(1:
and that she is working the gospel on its
Spiritual, its ethical and its social side, as
perhaps it has never been worked before.
Lhat a great number of people never at-
tend church worship is undoubtedly tru¢;

but matters in this respect are certainly no
worse than they were one or two hundred
years ago, when Christianity had a weaker
11:)](] upon the people than it has to-day.
l.hc great mterest in the Chapman mis-
sions indicates the hold that religion has on
the people. The gospel is still God's power
unto salvation, and the church is still with
all its imperfections the pillar and eround
of the truth. :

How to Fill Them.

But Mr. Thomas and his friends would
have us Delieve that the way to fill the
church buildings is to preach more along
the line of Socialism, and devote more time
to sympathy for the poor and needy. ‘That
Christianity has a mission to the poor is
certain, and that there is room for im-
provement in this respect may readily be
admitted; but, after all, is this the one
thing needful to fill our chapels? We be-
lieve it is possible to rely too much upon the
material side of religion. It must not be
forgotten that sin and selfishness are at
the root of all social troubles, and only as
these are climinated can we hope for any
substantial and permanent success in our
work of uplifting men. And the remedy
for these evils is not to be found in any
system of Socialism, in any Labor Darty
platform, nor in any capitalistic pro-
gramme. T'he mission of the church is to,
proclaim the gospel, which alone can reach
and antagonise the disease. \We believe
it is owing to the influence of the gospel
that so much is being done to-day to amel-
iorate the sufferings of humanity. The
gospel is the foundation of the “pure and
undefiled religion™ of which James writes,
and a prominent indication of the Messiah-
ship of Jesus is that now as in his day “the
poor have the gospel preached unto them.”
Moreover, every other doctrine or theory,
theological, political, social and industrial,
has failed to fill the churches. They have
attracted attention for a time, but the in-
terest has soon died out. The old gospel
of Christ and him crucified has been re-
peatedly proved to b.e t'he one drawing
power, and where this is fmthful_ly and
earnestly proclaimed success must u[tmmtel_v
follow. The gospel is the levelling and
truly. democratic power of (‘.0(_1, and godli-
ness has the promise ()f. the life that now
is and of that which is to come. T'he
gospel of Christ is the one thing that has

never failed.
Is Christianity Dying Out?

The crowded missions held by Dr. Chap-
man and his associates are the rt_:!)l._\- to .th-Lt
oft-repeated statement that ‘Chn.stmx_ull{:\ (:\
dying out. The largest available l)l‘ll,(mh.s
in Melbourne and Sydney Im\'c" bLlL'n Eim
small to acconmm(latc‘.thc thuu::lulu :\‘ who
have flocked to hear the «)ll([. (:—H .\(jr_\t.u
These missioners have nothing 11?\\1 :

SN pw 2 oy 1S eft
preach.  The New Ihuf‘"f’? %
severely alone, :uullulh'c otlltllc#mt 'l‘m(;w st

im crucifie 1S .
Lo 'h::n\\v(t:ll\—lt(l)f}ttlxc Saviour and thc. abso-
;llt(t):nlllzccssity of repentance from sin are
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proclaimed with no uncertain sound. The
missioners do not pander to the vicious
tendencies or love for questionable amuse-
ments, so prevalent, but in unequivocal
though unsensational language they antag-
onise thcatrc-gping. horse-racing, gambling,
and cz'lr(l-p_laym.g. Their opposition to
flr_mk 15 voiced in the strongest and clearest
ot terms.  And yet tens of thousands have
flocked to their meetings, and thousands
h:u:c professed a determination to change
their lives and adopt the teachings of Christ
as their rule of faith and practice. Ilow
are we to account for this? The attractive
singing, the splendid organisation, the ac-
tive co-operation of all the DProtestant
bodies, and the vim and snap of the Amer-
ican speakers, may account in a large
measure for the large attendances, but
after all there must be something hehind
all these. Man is essentially “a religious
animal,” and has spiritual needs that noth-
ing but the gospel can satisfy. This is the
explanation of the success of these mis-
sions. And as long as the constitution of
man remains unchanged, the gospel can
never be displaced. The gospel as it is
is adapted to man as he is, just as the sun-
light is suited to the eye. and the atmos-
phere to the lungs. When we can find a
light superior to that of the sun, or air
superior to the pure atmosphere God has
given us, we may expect to find some doc-
trine or philosophy better fitted to satisfy
human longings and purify human life than
the ancient gospel. Until then we may rest
assured that “the gospel is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that he-
lieveth.”

We are for the most part unhappy he-
cause the world is an unkind world. But
the world is only unkind for the lack of
kindness in us units who compose it.—

I TV, Faber.

On the triple doorway of a great cathe-
dral in Milan, Italy, there are three in-
scriptions spanning the archway.  Over
one is carved a beautiful wreath of roses.
and underneath are the words: “All that
which pleases is but for a moment.” Over
another is sculptured a cross, upon which
we read: “All that which troubles is but
for a moment.” Dut underneath the great
central entrance of the main aisle is the
inscription: “That only is important which
is eternal.” God's promises are ever on
the ascending scale.  One leads up to
another, fuller and more blessed than itself.
In Mesopotamia, God said, “I will show
thee the land.” At Bethel, “This is the
land.” In Canaan, “T will give thee all the
land, and children innumerable as the grains
of sand.” It is thus that God allures us to
saintliness. Not giving us anything till we
have dared to act, that he may test us.
Not given everything at first—that he may
not overwhelm us. And always keeping
in hand an infinite reserve of blessing. Oh,
the unexplored remainders of God! Who
ever saw his last star?—/°. B. Meyer.
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¢“For Christ and the Church.”

CoNDUCTED BY A. R. Main.
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HEROES IN CHINA.
Topic for July =26.

Suggested Subjects and Readings.
The ideal Servant—Isa. 42: 1-4.
Redemptionn by units—Isa. 44: 1-S
A promise to the Orient—Isa. 60: 1-3.
Good soldiers—2 Tim. 2: 1-0.
A missionary’s life—Acts 20: 17-35.
Love under persecution—MNatt. 5: 43-48.

Topice—Heroes of missions in China—M\latt. 5:
13-10. i

Doubtless there have been hosts of heroes in
China with whom our topic is not concerned.
IHeroism in anyone touches our hearts. “Wherc'er
a noble wrought....our hearts....to
higher levels rise.” Our subject has to do with
heroes of the gospel. It is not confined to those
who in a striking way have demonstrated their
courage. It is not confined to those who have
met death bravely. It includes these, and also
those who have dared to live a quiet, godly
life in Christ Jesus. Some, forced to live where
Satan’s seat is, have bravely witnessed in daily
life for Jesus. Surely they are heroes. Again
our topic is not limited to the notable names
of the great missionaries, though these should
not be passed over. For instance, here is a well
authenticated case in humble life. A
in a mission hospital heard of Christ and got to
love him. “Doctor, how long can I live if T
stay in the hospital?” she asked. “FFour months.”
“And how long if I go home?” “Two months.”
“I am going home.” “But you will lose your
life.” “Do you not think I should be glad to
give half my life for the sake of telling my
" Perhaps she was not

deed 1is

people of Christ’s love?
a heroine!

Some notable names.

Robert Morrison, with whose labors maodern
missicns in China began in 1807,  deseryes a
place.  He Tabored at his task of Bible trans
Ition amid much difficulty.  1Te saw his first
convert after seven years' work, and only saw
ten in all. e bad learned that God demands
faithfulness, not success.

Read up concerning James Gilmour, — Lovett
says he was one of the most remarkable men
sent to China by the London Missionary Society.
He labored for twenty-one years, with few con-
verts. At a memorial  service  in - Peking,
G. Owen, a fellow worker, said of him: *I
doubt if even St. Paul endured more for Christ
than did James Gilmour. [ doubt, too, if Christ
ever received from human hands  or  human
hearts, more loving, devoted service.”

Remember J. [Mudson Taylor, the founder of
the China Inland Mission.

If possible read “Griffith John, the Story of
Fifty Years in China.”

woman_
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Pastor si should be noticed too. A rclwruf.'ll
life (may we take the perusal  for

of  his 2
ation for

sranted?) would be an excellent prepar

the meeting.

Native heroism.

Many readers will remember the dreadful time
of horror at the beginning of the present (lcx::l.mlc.
We need not now detail any of the atrocities.
Many missionaries then proved the steadfastness
of their faith and gained martyrs’ crowns. But
the humblest native Christians, too, showed their
faith and love. The white-faced and yellow-
faced Dbrethren alike were heroes.  “When we
read of the magnificent patience and courage ot
our brothers and sisters in China, in the face
of torture and death, we grow ashamed of our
little lives, so full of trifles and frets.”

Many native workers, as colporteurs
traversed the inland districts with the Scriptures,
disappeared, never to be heard of again. The
tale of heroism will never be completed on
carth. Doubtless hundreds whose record we
cannot know will be found among the throng
who having come “out of great tribulation” will
few instances worth

who

be arrayed in white. A
ncting may be given.

One aged Christian, of seventy years, came
in distress to the missionary, saying that the
had offered to spare his home if he
would say he was not a Christian. He replied,
“How can I say that? I believe in Jesus Christ.”

Doxers

He refused to recant on threat of death. “I am
a Christian: 1 worship the true God.”  His
davghter wept, as he told his loss—for the

Joxers destroyed his house—but his little grand-
davghter put her arms round her mother’s neck,
and said, “Don’t cry, mother. If our home is
burned, we have a heavenly one. They can't
burn that.”

Of another, whose life might have been saved,
but who went to death, saying, “I am going
home. My place is with the missionary,” the
who told the story says, “It pays for a
life-time of toil to save one such man.”

Some obscure Christian Chinese women met
fearful threatenings in beautiful fashion: “We
will not give up Christ, whatever you do. If
you are determined to kill us, then we will go
to the teacher at the church, and all die to-
gether.”

A nmative worker in a letter set forth the
thought” which sustained hundreds: “At present
we cannot siy we are not afraid, but with the
thought, the Lord alone is our trust, we are kept
in perfect peace.”

Perhaps the finest illustration of a Christian
spirit T have seen is found in the following case.
A Chinese Christian, who had had six of his
children killed during the massacres, brought
one of his former Boxer persecutors to the
mission services, lodging him at his own ex-
pense.  He said, “The Boxer says he wants to
learn about Jesus—pray for him.”

one

Some things to learn.

See the power of the gospel. Different esti-
mates may be made of Chinese character, Tn
some respects they are as a nation the hest of
Orientals.  They have, too, national sins. In
China, as elsewhere, the gospel has transformed
lives. The supreme test of Christianity is, Will

Tuly 8, 1909

it work? does it do what yoy el
answer is, Read the story of ()
h(‘l‘ﬂyl.\'l]l. Here is true Christian evidy
We have a common Sneering  olyo:
mission work in heathen langs ans"‘cf“ull lo
makes no tax upon cilhw»:uc(l. It
intellect, time, or pocket, to sneer at “'r.‘p"rsﬂn's
tians.” Probably there are S "l'ilc\-u Czhn:x-
tians” in China—there certainly ape x'omL- i
home. But the edge of the sne il
during the Boxer outbreak.
Forget not the personal lesson,
people did, we ought to he alhle
reality, the Lord has a right 1o expeet gre:
things from us. It will do us good mh\_‘.'“”
the feet of a Chinese hero and learn of Cll: “
tianity. If it but make us ashamed for o
minutes, the study will not have he

less.
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serious
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Pars. to Note.

About 1,000,000 heathen die in China every
month.

Sir Robert Hart says, “Christianity is the sole
cure for China’s troubles, hecause it deals with
hearts and changes lives.”

Walter Lowrie, converted in a college revival,
went to China, and labored carnestly a few years
at Ningpo. Iinally, Chinese pirates attacked his
ship at sea, seized him as he was calmly reading
his Bible, and threw him into the water.

David Abeel, American pioneer to China, was
so faithful that a member of his family said he
never sat with them or even passed through the
room without making some remark of a relig-
ious nature. He founded the Amoy mission.

William Murray, a Scottish postman, studied
Hebrew on one-third of his long routes, Greek
on another third, and spent the remaining third
in prayer that he might become a foreign mis-
sionary. e became the great apostle to the
many blind people of China.

I admire and revere those devoted men and
women, the missionaries, and [ regard lh_vm as
taking to China precisely the commodities 'Of
which she stands most in need: namely, a Spir~
itual religion and a morality based on the fear
of God and the love of man—Sir Edwin Arnold.

We want your best men. We want ﬂh]‘“f
bodied men, because there is a great deal ©
physical work to be done in China. We want
able-souled men.  You must not send 3 Im
China, nor, I believe, to any other part of U(;
heathen world, inferior men. We want ’jull
with the three G's at least—grace, gumption o
grit—Griffith John.

a

Monday, Junc 28, &

A. Strongm
of church

of songs:

Shepparton, Vie—On
very successful social was held.
presided over a very good attendance

members and friends. A programme s wis
solos V

recitations and violin and mandoline Dheha of
-

gone through. Bro. Strongman, on Jresented

Shepparton and Cosgrove churches, I

an ¢n”
of chif
Rcfl'l'Sh'
Qur
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Miss . Dudley, who is leaving us, \:’ftlh
larged photo of the members, as "‘,ml‘“
esteem. Miss Dudley responded hrlcﬂ_y(;"e“
ments were provided and ;I-’_ll““-“‘ ""{,‘!_' have
numbers are slowly increasing. \l LI associat®
active and 7 associate members, \\'11_11 t’Flnrri(‘
to be received next consecration MBA

Knight, Sce.



July 8, 1909

Answers to Correspondents.

Kindly explain the meaning 5f John3:s5 Does
(he word “water” mean “the word,” or may it
be so interpreted >—Enquirer.

There are some definite common sense rules
which must bz observed in the interpretation
of a passage of Scripture if we desire to get at
the meaning which was in the mind of the writer;
and the first of these is that we wre not at liberty
to substitute one word for another if that word
is totally different in meaning. Sccondly, we
are not at liberty to regard a word as figurative
if it can be appropriately used in the connection
in which it is found. These rules are defied
when it is sought to make “water” a figurative
expression of “word.”  But without regard to
these rules, it requires something more than
imagination to understand if Jesus, in John3: 3z,
meant “word” to be understood, why he did not
use it. The only satisfactory answer is ‘that
Jesus chose the right word, and its significance
is to be found in the religious use of water in
the early Christian church, or even prior to that
in the ministry of John the Baptist; and doing
so, it is not difficult to find that the birth of
water and spirit is fully discovered in Christian
baptism. For water is not present in any institu-
tion or ceremony of the Christian religion, cx-
cept in Dbaptism. The expression, “born of
water,” contains no difficulties. In Rev. 1: 3, the
words are found “the first-born of the dead.”
To be born of water is certainly as rational and
defensible a statement as to be born of the grave.
Jiblical scholarship is represented by Dean
Alford, when he says, “There can be no doubt,
on any honest interpretation of the words, that
to he horn of water refers to the token or out-
word sign of baptism,—to be born of the Spirit
to the thing signified, or inward grace of the
Holy Spirit. All attempts to get rid of these fwo
plain facts have sprung from doctrinal prejudices,
by which the views of expositors have heen
warped.,”"—Enp.

Obituary.

WELCH.—On the morning of June 10, Bro.
Weleh passed away, aged 50 years. On the
Previous evening he left his home for work as
usual; in the morning he was brought home
!lfclcss. Having bheen suddenly called, he passed
"o the great heyond. Bro. Welch for a number
of years has been affected with heart trouble,
and this caused his sudden death. Twenty years
80 he and his wife confessed Christ in Queens-
!3“(1. and for the past nine years (with a short
nterval at North Perth) they served the church
h(‘l‘(‘,. Where he will be greatly missed. He leaves
a4 widow and two boys, who look forward to
the granqg reunion “just across the river.”
Boulder, WA, J. STUART MILL.
mH](.)OKER.-Stcphcn Hooker, age 84, passed

S rest on May 26, after some years of
Weakness and loneliness. His sister wife pre-
deceaseq him some eleven years, and they never
d any children. Bro. Hooker gave himself
o God in 1862, and has ever remained a faithful
- congistent member of the church. - As &
Young man he prayed for a long life, but his
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.t:xpcr.wncu .prn\'('(l there was nothing in it—
.‘\”.IS vanity and vexation of spirit.”  He was
longing to dic.~ J. Mortimer and C, Morris con-
ducted the funeral service, and
church members
Ballarat, Vie,
MEYER.—I believe that 1
was the

4 number of
attended the obsequics,

C.M.
=] Jerwick, in Victoria,
spiritual birthplace of our |
Meyer, who over 30 years
@ home on these shores,
suming disposition,
his truly Christi

o
ing

ate James
s age sought to find
Of a quiet and unas-
his many good qualitics, and
u an bearing under unusually try-
crcumstances, proved our brother
one who tried earnestl 1
calling.

to be
y to be worthy of his high
i That fell disease, consumption, claimed
him, and he passed away, June 13, 1009, at the
age of 59 years.

Spring Grove, N.Z. J.G.

KNAPP.—On May
Spring Grove, at the
venerable Sister Mrs.

30, there passed away at
ripe age of 8 years, our
James Knapp. Arriving
in Nelson in 1842, Sister Knapp and her hushand
had their full share of all those dangers, priva-
tions and hardships which fell to the lot of that
noble pilgrim band who with heroic courage
left all this life counts dear, that under the
Southern Cross and brighter skies they might
found a brighter Britain. History will tell how
well they played their part. Having the courage
of their convictions, Bro. and Sister Knapp
united with the disciples at Spring Grove eighteen
years ago, quite a number of their children and
grandchildren being with them in the Church of
Christ. Tor the last few years our sister has
been a widow and an invalid, the end coming
not unexpectedly; but like a child falling asleep,
our sister passed to be with Christ, which is far
better.

Spring Grove, N.Z. _ J.G.

GROSVENOR.—On Friday, June 25, Thomas
IEdwin Grosvenor was called home. e had
heen afflicted for many months, and unable to
follow his employment, and it was a release from
suffering patiently borne when he went to be
with Christ. Bro. Grosvenor was a native of
Staffordshire, England, and came to this State
30 years ago. IHe united with the church at

Kermode-st. about 25 years ago, and since that

time has been a faithful worker for the Master.
He united with the church at Cottonville when
the cause was started there, and latterly was
transferred with his wife and family to Grote-st.
He always took whatever part he could in the
work, and was a consistent, earnest Christian.
e was yet in his prime, being only 50 years old
when God took him. We laid his mortal re-
mains away in the West Terrace Cemetery o
Sunday afternoon, June 27. A\ great nml]bcr
came to show their respect and sympathy. T.J.
Gore assisted the writer :lt' lhc-gr:we. Our
sympathy is with the sorrowing widow and the
three daughters that remain. We look forward
with them to the reunion with all our loved ones
on the other side. X

Adelaide, S.A. MACHR

WILLIAMS; I\'INGSTON.—TII}‘ churcl}
here has been called upon l‘n.pnrt wf‘_h two o
its oldest members. Bro. \Vn'llmms.pns..wd peace-
aughter’s residence at the

; away at his L
:;lnc) age ()w’f 02 years. Although rather late in
liiPc when our brother came to a knowledge of
the truth, he remained faithful unto death, and

]

569

always delighted in the
attend,
carlie

: mectings when able to
His greatest regret was that he had not
r hcm'nu,- a Christian.  Our brother leaves
a l.nrgc family of sons and daughters and grand-
children, and fifteen great grandchildren. On
June 23, Sister Kingston was called up higher.
She h:}d been ailing for some time, but we did
not think her end was so near.
nwmhur-oi the church shortly after it was formed
here, thirty years ago, and has remained faithiul
to thY end.  Her place was always filled when-
ever 1t was possible.  She has been called upon
to pass through much trouble and sorrow.  She
has parted with five of her grown-up children—
three daughters and two sons—but she had the
joy of knowing that they had given themselves
to the Lord, and obeyed his commands, except
the last one, who passed away just a month
before her summons came. Her  youngest
daughter is waiting for the call to come to her
to go up higher. She is suffering from that
dreadful disease cancer, but she is trusting in
Jesus. The day before our sister died she had
a letter from her, asking her not to grieve for
her, as she was ready and waiting to go when-
ever the Master saw fit to call her away.  She
knew they would not he parted long, and she
would be there to open the pearly gate for her.
But God's ways are not our ways, and  the
mother will be there first.

She became a

May we all meet at home in the morning,
On the shores of the bright crystal sca:
Where our loved ones so long have heen waiting,
What a meeting indeed it will be.
Kellevie, Tas. AS.C

The Key to God's Silence.

Thou who art crying for a new revelation
of heaven, art thou ready for thy wish? Woull
it be to thee a joy if there were revealed to
thee the pleasures at God's right hand?  \Wha
if these pleasures should be what the selfish man
calls pain? Knowest thou not that the joys of
love are not the joys of lovelessness? Love's joy
is the surrender of itself: the joy of love
is the keeping of itself. If heaven were open
to thy vision, the sight might startle thee; thou
mightest call for the rocks to hide thee, for the
mountains to cover thee from the view. To
make the revelation a joy to thee thou thyseli
must be changed into the same image. It is not
every soul that can rejoice to he a ministering
spirit sent forth to minister to the heirs of sal
vation; to rejoice in it fully we must all he
changed. If death were abolished to-day it
would not free thee from that need. It is not
death that demands thy change, it is the spirit
of the Christ. Thou needst not wait for death
to find thy change, for the Spirit too can trans-
form in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye.
Blessed are they who shall not taste of death
until they shall sce the kingdom of God—Geo.
Matheson.

ISSICSS

The Lord requires us to ask, not that our wish
may be made known to him, for to him it cannot
be unknown, but in order that by prayer there
may be developed in us that desire by which we
are fitted to receive what he prepares to hestow,
—dugustine,
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A HUNDRED YEARS.

A hundred years obscure,
Misjudged, assailed;
A hundred years of Love
That hath not failed.

A hundred years exploring
A twilight land:

A hundred years led upward
By His hand.

A hundred years perverse
Beneath the rod:

A hundred years of victory
In God.

A hundred years by lust
And ease enticed:

A hundred years enlisting
Men for Christ.

A hundred years pursuing
A weary search:

A hundred years re-building
The primal Church.

A hundred years of bold
Onrushing youth:

A hundred years of union
In the Truth.

A hundred years of sowing
As those that mourn:

A hundred years of harvest
Beyond our bourne.

A hundred years of wide

And widening view:

A hundred years the whole world
Widening too.

A hundred years!
Ye kindly Powers!
If we but walk with God
The future’s ours,

Be praised,

—G.P.P.

Significance of John Baptist.

Some writers of the present day have
a fashion of speculating upon what they
are pleased to call our Lord’s “conscious-
ness~ or ‘‘spiritual evolution,” and the
result of their attempt to go behind the
New Testament is that they picture to us
another Jesus, the figment of their own
fancy. We are told, for example, that
our Lord began his ministry merely as a
teacher and reformer, and that his con-
sciousness of his Messiahship was a kind
of afterthought, growing up and taking
shape gradually in his mind. Amongst the
numberless proofs which we have to the
contrary, the history of John the Baptist
may be considered not the least important.
To suppose that so extraordinary a person
as the Baptist made his appearance just at
that particular juncture merely to announce
the rise of a new social reformer, whom
he had probably never seen, or that the
Jews understood this to be the entire sum
and substance of his message, is a theory
that will not commend itself to reasonable
people. The Jews unquestionably regarded
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distinct proclal.nation of
the Messiah's advent, and were disposed at
one time to think he might be the ;\'[essm_h
himself. [t is also necessary to bear in
mind that John, in his preaching in the
wilderness, was very far from representing
the Mightier One to follow in the char-
acter of a teacher and reformer, but set
forth his wondrous dignity as King, Judge,
Lord; while soon after he bore witness to
him as the Lamb of God which ta_k?th
away the sin of the world, and the divine
Bridegroom of the Covenant Church. Our
Saviour’s acceptance and endorsement of
the Baptist’s testimony from the moment
of his manifestation to Israel completely
disproves the assertion that his Messianic
consciousness was a later development.
What, we ask, could be more remarkable
than the testimony of the forerunner in
respect of its nature, the time when it was
delivered, the personality of the witness,
the exact correspondence of his work and
its results with the predictions of inspired
prophecy? His unbelieving contemporaries
might well hesitate to return the answer
which in their hearts they desired to make,
when confronted with the dilemma, “The
baptism of John, whence was it? Irom
heaven, or of men?” And if, at the present
time, a sceptical criticism boldly. essays a
naturalistic explanation of the history,
thoughtful Christians feel assured that the
peculiar conditions of the Baptist’s mission
were such as to render a naturalistic ex-
planation out of the question. Nothing
but the Gospel narrative of his birth and
calling supplies the key to an understand-
ing of his career, or accounts satisfactorily
for all the circumstances of the case.—
The Modern Puritan.

From the Field.

(o]

New Zealand.

OamARU.—As a result of judicious advertising of
special services, there are splendid audiences at the
gospel services every week. Strangers, finding the
meetings attractive and the preaching eloquent, come
again and again, Last Lord's day Bro. Mathieson
delivered an address on * The Psychology of Con-
version,” and one young lady came out for Jesus.—
W K, June 22.

his message as a

o

Tasmania.

PresToN.—The work of the Master is going along
surely at this place. James Byard and Bro and
Sister Howard have done faithful service, We thank
our heavenly Father for the noble work rendered by
Bro. Byard. At great sacrifice of ease he has for
many months clearly and earnestly preached Christ,
We expect to make a special effort there in a few
weeks —W. J. Way.

WesTeErRN CREEK.—Since last report we have had
good services, Bro. Byard and sons nobly assisting. On
Sunday, June 27, two young ladies confessed Christ
and on Monday another member of the same familf
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took her stand for the Savioyc,

encouraging meetings at Mersey Br;
Ponds, and are expecting many decisjons : Cin:ular
future. I intend visiting Lorring this wﬂs 10 the oy,
to the residents there. —W. JE W cek to Preacy

We are
dge and

L S —

Victoria,

Fitzroy TABERNACLE, — Mission
Good meetings, helpful addresses, ny
interested. Seven additions by faj
making 10 for the month, Expec
anniversary in a few weeks,

CoLrinGgwoop.— Splendid meeting Sunda
our special mission closed. Seven soulsy' Vhey
during these services. The meelings were fairladded

Closed S“
nd
mberofsmran :rs
h anq ObEdlﬂuce
t to holq chum;

atiended considering the weather. Ope couless);:eu
Sunday night (a Sunday School scholar), a'lerm;

splendid address by Bro. Harward on * Charagy,
Building.” Great interest being taken in our S“nd:r
services.— E. A. PaynE, July s. ¥

WARRNAMBOOL.— Another baptism last Friday,
blind sister. Church bappy and united, meetlngs'a"
growing, enthusiasm spreading and outlook brighter
than ever before.—J. G Suay, July 5.

SouTH YARRA. — Mission continues during this
week. Three confessions last week. Five were
received into fellowship last Lord's day. Jas, Aber.
crombie gave a very nice address in the morning,
Sister Nightingale addressed a meeting of women
only in the afternoon, and in the evening W. Night-
ingale delivered an excellent discourse on *We
Would See Jesus,” when four made the good con-
fession, and two were immersed, making 12 confessions
to date. Interest good.—T.M., July 5.

BaLLARAT East.—Lifeline Bible Class, record
attendance, 36.

BALLARAT.—On July 1 the sisters of the church
held a welcome social for Mrs. Mortimer, the wife of
our evangelist, who arrived from New Zealand by
the s.s. ** Moana' on Saturday, June 26. Notwith-
standing the very unpropitious weather there was a
good gathering, about 50 present. Words of welcome
were spoken by Mrs. Duncan Reid, President of IPC
Dorcas Society, Mrs. Lucas, and elder C. Morris
Bro. Mortimer responded for his wife. and also made
reference to the removal from Ballarat to Melbourﬂel
of Sister Mrs. Powell, who has been 3 faithfu
member of the church and a great help to the sisters
in their special labors. The meeting Was made ;?ﬂ
by items of singing, and tea and cakes—E T. ‘d )

NoRTHCOTE.—Meetings continuing 8°°_d- g“: d:i
School gradually growing. Gospel meetiog du wilh
night well attended. Good interest manifes'le ;con
one confession from the school. Bro Langs®
term of six months has opened encouragiDE'IY-. 2

MonTrose.—Fine meetiogs and 5P1°“_d‘d o
Bro. Davis concluded his labors Jast Lord’s day-
brethren are sorry to lose him, as he
work. On Monday a very enjoya
to say good-bye to Bro. Davis, and to his
Larsen, who is taking up the work 10
Bro. Davis and Bro. Larsen g
which were much appreciated. — RoBT

une 29. e t
L Non'gru Ricamonp.— We have e.nte';:r:;ed
week of our mission, Bro. Davis 1: 4 a meet 1
church on Lord’s day morning. 2 o] meeti

for men only in afternoon. At the S‘fP ., also 1¥°
had a splendid meeting. One from ! : "' in
married persons, confessed their 18 1onef-"r'c"
Saviour, F. M. Ludbrook is th

July 5.

e miss
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ST. ARNAUD.—Altendance still on the increase at
the gospel meetings ; 8o last evening. We are look-
ing for visible results. The members spent a very
enjoyable time= at the chapel last Wednesday planting
\rees, three dozen being planted, including ten
cypresses.—w GO, July s.

carLToN (Lygon-st.).—The mission closed on
Sunday with fine meetings. Two elderly men were
received into fellowship. Gifford Gordon has faith-
fully preclaimed the gospel, and we feel sure that the
seed sown will bring forth much fruit in the coming
days. There have been three decisions. The dis-
course on Sunday night upon * The Identity of the
Church " was listened to by a large audience. The
church at Lygon-st. is indebted to the brethren at
Doncaster for assisting in the mission. On two
d flerent occasions a number of the brethren from
there came to the mission, and the Misses Petty
favored us with a nice duet. We had very fair meet-
ings, though the nights throughout were cold and
wet. The choir deserve a word of praise for their
faithfulness in attendance every night.—].McC.

Brunswick —We are having a glorious time in our
mission. Bren. Marsden and Shipway helped with
solos Bro. Bagley, the missioner, again spent all
Lo:d's day with us. Before a large meeting for wor-
ship be welcomed two converts and exhorted on ** The
Model Church.” We engaged the city hall again.
In the afternoon a good number assembled, and in
the evening the place was packed. The topic was
« Heaven." So great was the interest shown that at
8.50, when the benediction was pronounced, the
people seemed disinclined to go. A collection was
taken up for local charity, and resulted in £2/4/73,
which was handed to the Mayor, To-night saw
another good meeting in the chapel. 14 souls to date.
The question box is largely used and the answers
givenare most straightforward. —W. THomPsON, July 5.

SouTH RicHMOND (Balmain-st.).—The mission has
been a very happy one, and fairly successful. Twelve
confessions to date. The brethren have worked well,
and the meetings have been good. Bro. Gale is doiog
a fine work here. The church is also fortunate in
having several brethren who take a real interest in
the work, and are ready to do anything and every-
thing to help. There is a live prayer meeting before
the gospel service on Sunday. A lantern with Scrip-
ture slides has proved a help. We continue for a few
more nights.—G. P. PITTMAN.

Briv.—Commenced my labors here on June 2o.
The gospel meetings are very encouraging. Chapel
comfortably full. The church is now preparing for
the anniversary.—HENRy BAKER, July 5.

WiLkur,—Recommenced gospel services here on
July 4. Splendid meeting. Building crowded ; every
available seat occupied. Fine interest manifest
throughout the district.—HeNRY BAKER, July 5.

SouTH MELBOURNE.—Mission continuing and much
interest being shown. Bro. Quick addressed fairly
Bood meetings during past week, when the question

OX was freely made use of. On Lord’s day we had
Splendid meetings all day, Bro. Quick addressing the
church in the morning, and giving a special address
:,’clyc’“"g people in the afternoon at 3, and at seven

ock preached a powerful sermon, when two young

ladles made the good confession.—SAMUEL NORTH-
EAST, Iu]y 5.

South Avustralia.

; ?RL'NG EAST AND ALDGATE VALLEY.—Two0 were
elved into fellowship yesterday, one at Stirling and
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one at Ald.gate Valley. At the evening gospel ser-
vice at Stirling East the writer preached to a good

audience, when a young man made the good confes-
sion.—R H., July s.

GLENELG.—Our 17th anniversary services passed

off very successfully. The Lord's day afternoon ser-
vice bad Bro. Harris, President S.S. Union, also in
the evening. Bro. Harris had the attention of all at
these meetings, and was highly appreciated. The
children were well trained in singing and recitations
by E. W. Pittman and Mrs. Pittman and Miss A.
Wright, Children of all classes had exercises, and
performed well. The meetings continue well at-
tended. —W.B,, July 5.

KapiNa —This morning a young lady was received
into fellowship, We had a splendid congregation
to-night, and at the close of the writer's address a
young man made the good confession. We were
pleased to have Bro. Killmier, from Wallaroo, with
us to-day. He reports that they continue to have
good meetings down there.— E G. WAaRReN, July 4

NaRrACOORTE —Three have confessed Christ since
last report, one young man on June 27 and two young
ladies on July 4. Two bave also been received frcm
the Baptists. The interest in the Sunday School still
increases. There are 50 on the roll now. There
were good meetings all day to-day. The C.E. meet-
ings are well attended.—F.E.T., July 4.

Norwoop.—Good meetings yesterday. We hope to
reach our apportionment of £30 for Foreign Missions
by next Lord's day. About £26 was contribu ed
yesterday. A young man and young woman con-
fessed Christ last night. The simultaneous mission
commences {o-night in our tabernacle. A largeunited
choir has been formed. The writer commences a ten
nights' simultaneous mission at Parkside this evening.
—A. G. RANKINE, July 5.

QueensTowN.—The ninth anniversary of the Band
of Hope was celebrated by a tea and public méeting
on June 16. There was a good attendance, the presi-
dent, Mr. Pilkiogton, being in the chair. The past
year's work has been most satisfactory. 42 pledges
were taken, the average attendance at the meetings
being Go. Recitations and vocal items were credit-
ably rendered by the members of the Band. Great
interest is being taken in the syllabus for the new
year, when many prizes are to be awarded. All our
meetings are well attended. On June 27 at the morn-
ing service Bro. and Sister Wright were received from
Kadina. Tenders have been accepted for new class-
rooms. The contractor has made a start. It is
hoped they will be completed for the school anniver-
sary.—A P.B., July 5.

MiLanG.—Good meetings here. On Friday a dozen
male members of the church held a * busy Pee" in
the chapel grounds. Four teams carted birfdmg and
necessary material, and various needful things were
put in order, The Endeavorers are also pla'uung
trees around church property présented by Miss L.
Goldsworthy, The ladies provided afternoon lea},
and a photo was taken of the scene, showing a practi-
cal sermon with shovels and dra‘ys On Sund.ay
morning we had the pleasure of taking up a Foreign
Missionary offering amounting to £14/2(6, while we
expect more to comein. Our suggestion from the Com-
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Pamphlets and Booklets.

LAiE r——

Church Finance, F. G. Dunn, 2d.

Elements of Divine Truth, 2d.

God's Spirit and the Spirit’s Work. W. C.

T tMorro,dﬁidv.[

istory an stery of Chri iani

D, King, 2)5. y ristadelphianism,

Infidelity and Freethought, 2d.

Is the Jewish Sabbath Binding upon Chris-
tians? 3d.

Letters to a Young Christian, Isaac Errett,
gd.; posted, 1/-.

Life and Death, Alex. Campbell, 6d.

Life of Elder J. Smith, 1/6.

On the Rock, 3d. (postage extra); cloth, 1/-.

Our Position, [saac Errett, 1d.

Pure Gold, 1/6. Out of the Desert, 1/-

Progressive Emancipation, 25, 1/- '

Sincerity Seeking the Way to Heaven, 2d.

Spiritualism Self-revealed, 4d.

The Cigarette, 24, 1/-; 100, 3/6.

The Destiny of the Wicked, 2d.

The Great Revival and the Little Tent Meet-
ing, 2d.

The Resurrection, D. King, 2d.

Tithe System, 12 for gd.

Truth in Love, 1/6. The Way, 6d.

Types and Prophecies of the Bible, H. D.
Smith, 6d., posted 7d.

Visions of the Christ, 2/6.

Note.—All the above are post free, except where
otherwise marked. Reduction on quantities.

“@hat they All may be Gue.”

THE CENTENNIAL
HANDBOOK.
Every member should have a
copy. Send us the name and
address of some friend to whom
you would like us to post one.
Nothing like it for information
as to the movement, what we

teach, etc. A marvel of cheap-
ness; = & hael T e el e

Parer, 260 pages, 1/-; posted, 1/4.
Cloth, 2/-; posted, 2/6.

Austral Co:

Sister Bell notifies brothers and sisters that her
REGISTRY OFFICE
supplies selected Servants (male and female).

Pot Plants, Seeds and Flowers always in stock.
169 Si. Ceorges Rd., Norlth Fitzroy, Vicloria.

mittee was £1o. The Endeavorers on Wednesday
evening had an overflowing audience for the:]:i first
annual. Miss Le Cornu, State Supt., gave an a ;ess'
a most attractive programme was presemed l:)y Jl;n ors,
and the presentation of a banner and hymn-books was
made by Mr. Hall.

Continted on page 374.

Palmwood Villa, No. 35 Herschell Street,
off North Quay, BRISBANE.,

First-class Private Board & Residence.
Large, Airy Rooms, Newly Furnished.
MRS. NEILEN.
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The Servant of the Isle.

By Alice Louise Lee.

Continued.

Judged by the standard of Marias size, it
might be supposed that her indignation would
resemble the proverbial tempest in a teapot, but
the captain never saw it in that light. When his
sister appeared before him, her lips pale, her
black eyes flashing, her thin nostrils dilated, her
voice unusually low but full of a peculiarly com-
manding concentration, although her head barely
reached his shoulder, Captain Joe was quite apt
to forget his own assertions and remember hers.

“T've told Cassie there’s no charge, and there
won't be. You'll charge no poor old woman
for a little thing like that. And, besides, Joe
Packer, T did get you to take the chance for
Reuben's father-in-law, but who paid for the
repairs> Who did? Did you?”

Maria checked herself as suddenly as she had
begun. Turning swiftly, she stooped . and closed
the oven door. It was rare that Maria allowed
her indignation to run away with her, but it
was good for the captain occasionally to en-
counter a strong head wind.

Big and burly, he now tacked awkwardly to-
ward the door, looking as cowed as a schoolboy
whose ears are smarting from a boxing. He
rolled his eyes about the room in search of a
suitable subject for a parting remark. They lit
on the bird-cage. “Jolly all hands, Mariar,” he
cried, “that bird hain’t got a thing to cat!” and
the door closed behind him.

Maria stopped in the act of putting a stick of
wood into the stove. Her face relaxed. The
color came back into her lips. The lines at the
corners of her eyes appeared, and she broke into
an amused laugh.

The door opened again a crack, and the cap-
tain spoke from the other side. “I forgot to
carry vp the things you sent to the Point for
yesterday. I'll set ‘em over on the wharf for
you.”

“All right.” Maria’s laughter ended in a
sigh. “T'll be down after them right av ':ly.”_

She dreaded to go, shrinking from meeting
the other islanders. “They have been under-
handed with us,” she told herself, but not the
captain.  She knew better than to add f.ucl to
his wrath. Whatever the bitterness was in h‘cr
thoughts must be concealed from the captain.
This was the school in which Maria had taught
herself.

“But Aaron stood by us,” she comforted her-
self as she started out. “Aaron didn’t sign the
petition, and he tried to tell Joe. Aaron has
shown himself a friend to us.” :

Half-way down the hill she paused involun-
tarily, and glanced back. Out under the spruce
trees in front of his door stood Aaron, l(mkm.g
after her. As she turned, he hastily doffed his
hat and limped back into the house.

The other Bristol, who was not n-f'ricnd, was
coming along a path that met Maria’s road at
the tep of the pitch nbovc' the whfnrf. ) Reuben
had scwed a harvest of wild oats in his you{h,
and the labor of the reaping was already heavily

marking his face, although he had not yet
reached middle age. He had a shifty eye, had
Reuben. His gaze was keen, but it usually trav-
clled over the landscape in preference to meeting
the eyes of the person he was addressing.

Now as he greeted Maria at the convergence
of the paths, his eyes slid away from her face,
and he remarked with visible embarrassment,

“Wind's kickin’ up the bit, ain't it,
Mariar?”

“Quite a bit.” There was no change in Maria's
pleasant manner. “It breezed up about midnight.
Did any one go out fishing?”

“No one as I know of, unless it's Aaron. I'm
guessin’ he went and got a big haul. Aaron’s
always in luck.” A scowl contracted Reuben’s
face as he spoke. A slight breeze sufficed to
keep his dory at its moorings. Reuben believed
that the world owed him a living, but he was
having some difficulty in collecting the debt.

Maria lifted her head a trifle higher.
Aaron’s always working,” she returned simply.

Reuben shot a furtive, suspicious glance at
her unruffled face. There was a repelling hard-
ness in his tones. ““Aaron’s always had the luck.
If we should go out double gang, there’d be a
school of fish on his side of the dory and none
on mine.”

Maria accepted this interpretation of Aaron’s
luck without comment.

At the entrance to the wharf Brooks was
awaiting Reuben. He leaned against the fish-
house, one hand in his pocket, the other pulling
his moustache. He was smiling easily at his
wife, who was darting here and there among
the islanders collected as usual to see the Ser-
vant of the Isle depart. Little Mrs. Brooks was
a great favorite on Muskegus. Her husband
also had a cordial manner, which won the liking
of the majority—but not of Maria.

As she stepped on the wharf, Reuben dropped
behind at a careless yet low question from
Brooks.

“Everything right?”

“Shipshape.”

“How much?”

Reuben merely blindly extended his
spreading fingers and thumbs into view.,

“Good!” commented Brooks, cqually blindly.
“When does he go?”

“This afternoon.”

Mrs. Brooks was balancing herself on a picce
of timber and fluffing out her yellow hair with
her fingers. “O captain, T wish we were going
over with you to-day. We are going before long
now, Mr. Brooks says.” 3

“Well, T guess they don't go till they've paid
their board,” reached Maria’s cars in the low
but not dulcet tones of M:\l!a]a Fane.

“Joe's grouchy to-day,” Silas Green muttered
ander his breath to Lete Fane, as the two were
taking the yesterday’s catch out of the barrel of
salt water. “Guess he's fO\md"’“‘ ﬂ}m the wind's
shifted a point or two, and it don't agree with

him.”

seca a

hand,

“Yes,.
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“I can’t get the captain to give me
rhyme, Miss Packer,” complaine( \[:.
with a pout of her red, childish lip; '\

The rusticators invariably aq o
“Miss Packer.” The rcm:l-i)n(lcrd:)Lfbhlll:lc \l]
they called familiarly by the fipst numul:
because Maria always was stuck up,” .R-
dristol's wife often explained, “l’lui;l ‘\[(,u.l.w"_
ain't good enough for her.” Whep C:lssi\: S
brought the explanation to Maria,
made no response.

Cassie stood now where the wharf vy
thickly populated, collecting her budg
“Lete, you goin’ inshore to-day?’

“No, not if this wind holds.”

A sing]e

Bro ks

aria g¢
aders
“It's

Green
the l:lllcr

as mogt
. ¢l of news,
she Cnquire,

Then Cassie’s shrill voice. “The cat wa

. . . < as

possessed to play with its tail last night, ang
’ : S

I told 'em it would breeze up considerable be-

fore many hours.
to fail.”

Reuben’s wife came clbowing her way towar(d
Maria. “Will you ask Joe to carry me over a
bag of flour to-night, MNariar — the Skyblue
brand?” The captain stood ten feet away, hut
the islanders had fallen into the habit, for various
obvious reasons, of entrusting their errands to
him by proxy. It was also more advantageous
to ask her for their freight bills.

Maria nodded. She was  waiting  for her
brother to find the groceries, meanwhile listening
with sensitive ecars to
around her.

“T got a letter from my sister up to Denton's
Cove last night,” announced Lete Fane's wife,
“and she says that the parson’s there. He's on
his way down the coast. She guessed he'd reach
Muskegus before many days.”

Maria drew a long breath of relief. “When
he comes, I'll ask him if it can be dong” she
told Irerself.

There was an idea dawning on Maria. With
it had come the desire to take counsel of Aaron,
but in spite of his parting words of the previous
evening she hesitated. “If he'd come,” she
thought, “but T can’t call him again.” The coast
missionary came without heing summoncd. In
fact, the young man’s favorite resting places
were the two cottages on the hillside.

Lete Fane's boisterous voice interrupted her
thoughts. “They do them things over on the
main,” he was telling Brooks, “but not here
There ain’t a man on Muskegus who's ever gone
to law, and there ain’t a lawyer barrin' )"“""”
within thirty miles of us.”

Brooks threw his head back,
heartily. “Verily, this is Utopia.”

Lete looked up suspiciously.

[ ain’t never knew that sign

remarks  flying  frecly

and laughed

“What's that 2"
Brooks smiled, and pulled his moustache. ..(,i
it's sort of a land of perfection,” he respondet

carclessly. “What do you do with your W’
breakers ?"
“There ain't none sailin’ these seas. 1here

was once, though.” Lete hbecame (h““gh”ul'
“I've heard grandfather tell it—a man from e
main that come over here lobsterin’, Luke Saster
by name. Every one wondered how he caught
so many lobsters with no more pots 'n he¢ 'I':“l'
and at last they found out. Ie was haulin the
pots that wa’n’t his.”

«w " " 0 e
. “What was done with him?” The lawyer W
interested.

“0, he was told to git off Muskegus.”
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cecured her basket of provisions, and
hill slowly. A little way up she

orted the path, and, going to the edge of the
(lt:mrlmkcd over. The incurve of the rock had
cliff, c:| 4 cove in which, fastened to the boulders,
furﬂt Aaron’s fish-house and flakes, his tables,
“Tnluhstcr-pOlS. His boat and dory were an-

]\];n’i.‘l

climbed  the

his :
‘hored peyond the landing.
£ It was all typical of the owner. The other

fish-houses stood |)'1mchc(l together down beside
the peach; Aaron's stood al?nc.:. The othe_rs
were old and decayed; Aaron’s in good repair.
The rest of the fishermen left their l.ob'stcr—tr'nps
anywhere during the summer, when it is against
the law to go lobstering around Muskcgus.
There were piles of pots among the fish-flakes
all along the harbor front, among the cottages,
or on the hillside where the rank grass pushed
itself between the slats in decaying luxuriance,
Aaron’s were stored carefully in his fish-house.

On these evidences of care and prudence Maria
cast . a thoughtful eye. Then she turned with
her quick, noiseless movements, and continued
up the hill. I don’t wonder Aaron’s lucky,”
she murmured aloud.  “I wish Joe had a mite
of his care taking.”

The captain’s future lay heavily on Maria's
mind. She felt as responsible for him as a
mother would for her child.
wholly concerned in nursing his sense of the
injury and the injustice done him by the is-
landers ; that the situation called for any thought
or exertion on his part had not occurred to him.

“Aaron works and manages; that's his luck,”
sighed Maria, “and it's never the luck Joe will
find.”

Perilously near the beds of phlox and asters
the cow was grazing, but Maria did not disturb
ler. Only the hens scratching among the flowers
felt the weight of their mistress's displeasure.

As Maria went about her work, she left the
door open despite the sharp “off-shore™ wind.
She loved the sea.  Its monotonous boom and
roar quicted her.  Occasionally she stopped in
the doorway to look and listen. The water be-
tween the island and the mainland—the highway
for the coast trade—was alive with craft under
sail. There were little fishing smacks carcering
gaily castward with a steady wind abeam. There
were heavy freight schooners, tacking in @ north-
casterly direction, loaded with coal for Rock-
land.  But for the benefit of those who ventured
10 sweep past near the island sounded the inter-
miltent warning above the Midland Shoal and
Gull Rocks, the hoarse boom of the whistling
buoy and (he clangor of the bell. -

Maria ate dinner facing the window that over-
!””kﬂl Aaron'’s cottage. Just as she was finish-
Mg her pie she saw Aaron come out of the
door, evidently clad for a journey. Ilis hair
Wits - closely cropped, and his  beard neatly
rimmed. e change added to the fineness of
lh? man's face, albeit it left rims of untanned
skin aboye his beard and across his forchead.
S wore asnit of ill-ftting ready-made clothes,
d"(! @ derby, Tn one hand he carried an old
,‘.“hs"" which sagged empty at the top and hulged
l‘::,”:i}c'lf"ll"l)l. In the other hand was ;,l..cm(l.((‘
o £ aid—although he seldom made l\k

Breatly lessened the awkwardness of his gt
lu‘\li.,!u;. .ll‘“."\'_(l Lo close his door, A\i.:ll'i:l ‘l”l:::l':*;
e th'l with a smhlum{css :lgll:l(llr.(.',.ll" o

bird,  “O,” she cried aloud, “can 1t be

She saw he was
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th:;} he's going to Portland? 1f he is, 'll—

s g toward the Packer cot-
tage. He .gluncul up and down the hill, At
lhc: same time Maria heard C :
voice.

“Aaron, Aaron!
land ?”

“Aye, Cassic.”

Maria went to the front window, and looked
out. Aaron raised his hat to Cassie, a courtesy
few of the fishermen on Muskegus practised ;
but then, in their estimation, Aaron was not
only lucky but “queer.”

“How long be ye goin’ to stay?” was Sassic’s
next question.

“Three or four days. Not long.”

“And what's takin’ ye there?” Cassic raised
her voice as Aaron went on. There was noth-
ing covert about Cassic’s curiosity.

“Business,” returned Aaron briefly.

He made his slow way on down the hill in
the direction of Cliff Cove without looking back.
Cassie stood, her arms akimbo under her old
faded shawl, her sharp, curious gaze piercing
Aaron’s back.

Maria stepped to the door irresolutely. “The
chance is too good to let go by. Portland—and
Aaron is prudent.”

Suddenly Cassie gave a sharp cjaculation,
and, looking around, saw Maria. “I've spied
the black cat,” she called. “See there! It's
goin' to cross Aaron’s path. Now ain't. that
just like Aaron—not turnin’ back? It's a temp-
tin’ of Providence.”

A thin black cat, homeless, and shunned by
the islanders, fled from a clump of bushes across
the path dircctly in front of Aaron.

“D'ye think I'd take a chance after that?”
shrilled Cassie in excitement. “Not I It's an
unfailin’ sign, that is, T tell ‘em.  Aaron’s goin®
to have a turn of bad Iuck: now see!”

The cat continued across the hillside just as
Reuben and Brooks began the ascent. Both
men saw it.  Reuben turned instantly and re-
traced his footsteps down the hill.  Brooks cast
one glance at the small, frightened cat .:m(l then
hack at the big and equally frightened fisherman.
his knees with both hands, he burst
The cat, startled,

assic Green's shrill

Be you startin’ for Port-

Slapping
into a resounding laugh.
turned and fled up the hill. ) ‘

“See here, Reuben,” yelled Brooks, “it (!ncSnt
pay to run from pad luck; it’s better to frighten
it away.”

“It's temptin® of I'rov
turning to Maria.

idence,” reiterated Cas

sie,
Maria nodded absently.
doorwity,

She was standing
most _inhospitably, her
jamb. Her attitude
invited Cassie to

squarely in the I

small fingers clutching the

and atmosphere unconsciously vi e

depart, but Cassic was not sensitive to atmos
A ’

pheres. Py 3
“Aaron’s goin’ (o Portland,” she .nn}:nnmul

c'lg.crly “Goin’ to take his money down.

‘ f M Jiar 3
“[e didn't say so,” returned Maria sharply.

ingly past her at the straight

esie peered long i
Cassic peered on table, but Maria held

hacked chair Dheside the
the doorway. gl l
“That's what he goes for. I've heerd ]{t]\l.l,
ll‘ l.'l seore of times—goes now to bank tis
sy that @ i : it
”l money.  In the spring he'll go down ;,T";,
sh money. i : ai
:l pank the lobster money, but with that Dblack
o bunk
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(l‘lngll“l:;\,:-iyh]’.?,g)::l: )fg \.\-«;ul(h‘l'l kclch"mu goin’.

An illilrlicl;l'll' e
N “-”“L‘d :\u.nl'm\'lr frum_ the dourway.
CHiFF. dandered past Cassie down to the
co:lll;llll{\flﬁ l}'cfo]rm?\-“ H?Y»(} sum to bank,” Cassic
et t’light L qhlcl'u‘l\'~. ucl\y.. He got h}s hair
hostess's cvid'cnt‘ abs:cm o C-l‘l‘mly, v 110
Seth’s last night in thr-acm'm. § o
in and asked Seth to :\ {)9?"'0&“:0' e h'c o
barber-shop also, and ‘tl 3 'Thc DOSl-O_ﬂICc i

also, 3 1¢ post-master fisherman
and b:lrl)cx.' combined. “I suspicioned then that
he was goin' away, but he didn’t tell.”

Cassic drew her  shawl closely about her
shoulders, pushed her flying locks behind her
cars, and chuckled. “Seth was barberin’ Silas
when Aaron came in; so he had to wait quite
a spell, and then Seth had just got Aaron's
beard trimmed and half his hair cut when the
Servant of the Isle come in, and he had to go
after the mail. Aaron looked so funny with his
hair half cut that I tell 'em I had to go out-
doors to laugh.”

When Cassie finished speaking, she had as in-
terested an auditor as she could have wished.
Maria was staring at her with puzzled eyes.
“Aaron down at Seth's,” she began, “when Joe
came in? No, he wasn't; he was home
She checked herself.

“Well, I sat there and looked at him with my
own cyes,” snapped Cassie, who did not like
to be contradicted, “and for half an hour before,
too.”

“For half an hour before,” repeated Maria

slowly. “Are you certain?”
“Certain? Well, of course I be. Aaron set

there a long spell, I tell ye, while Silas was
gittin’ Dbarbered. "Twas a long half an hour
before the Servant of the Isle hove into sight.
What's ye lookin' like that for2” curiously.
Maria passed her hand across her eyes. “O—
nothin,” she answered vaguely,  She hesitaoel
a moment.  “Cassie, 1 have—something—to do
that must be done now.” She went in abreptly,
and closed the door behind her.
“Well, dew tell!” cjaculated Cassie on the
other side.
C.LE. IVorld.
To be continued.

Just the thing for a
Birthday Present.

A book of poems by one of
our own Australian brethren.

SRIVULETS: OF SCNES

By Percival D. McCallum.

Bro. McCallum is a student in the United States.
His poems are highly commended by the press.
The book is nicely bound, and would
make a beautiful presentation.

Price, 4|3 ; Posted, 4/9.
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F7’071Z t/le F'i@ld—Continued.

Uxrey.—Collection to-day for Foreign Missions
amounted to £38/9/6. We were allotted £45 Hall-
yearly business meeting was held on Wednesday
evening, W Charlick presiding. Reports of various
agencies were satisfactory, and finances are in a good
condition. Services to-day largely attended At
Men's Society meetirg C. J. Hunt read an interesting
paper on * The Church and its Critics." A lively and
useful discussion followed.—R.B, July 4.

New South Wales.

Brokex Hirr— One confession since last rerort.
Starting practice for S S. anniversary this week.—
R. J. Housk. July 2.

Kirrasake CrReExk —The brethren who for some
lime past have been breaking bread at Killabakh met
at the house of Bro. Nash on Morday night, June 22,
with Bro. Smith in the chair. W. J. Williams, evan-
gelist, being present by request of the church at
Taree, delivered a report of the resolutions passed by
that body, the substance of which was their earnest
desire that we at Killabakh should organise ourselves.
Accordingly it was resolved, ‘ That we conslitute
ourselves into an organised church at Killabakh.”
The followirg members were appointed deacons:—
R. Bulley, J. Nash and S. Smith. The fol'owing
officers were elected : — Secretary, John Woollard ;
treasurer, Alfred Taylor. We pray that the blessing
of God may rest upon our efforts {o be steadfast and
loyal to Christ our Master. — JouN WOOLLARD,
June 29.

MEREWETHER —Good meetings all day. Bible
School well attended. First day of new morning
school to day. Four young people have confessed
Christ since our last report, two at Hamilton, and
two at Merewether. All have since been baptised
and added to the church. Our choir is doing good
work for the King at the gospel services. Many of
the Christians are sick; for these we ask your
earnest prayer - E NEVILLE, July 4.

O

Queensland.

ZiLLMERE.—Since Bro Comer resigned we have
been helped by brethren from Brisbane. Meetings
very good, and great interest taken. The following
b etbren preaching :—Bren. Weston, Burrows, Col-
lins, Swan, Wallace, Tuck. The C.E. is working
well. Band of Hope isin good swing. Last meeting
four signed the pledge. We are training the young
folk in ways of temperance, as we believe prevention
is better tban cure.—] B., June 28.

Here & There.

o—

Decisions reported in this issue, 74.

The address of Bro. and Sister Mortimer, of
Ballarat, Victoria, is 105 Urqubart st.

We have received £1 from the Bendigo Dorcas
Society, per Mrs. E. Sims, for the W. W. Davey fund.

Dr. Chapman, speakiog to the preachers in Mel-
bourne, urging them to preach Christ, said; * If any
of you have drifted from a belief in the deity of
Christ, stop preaching. You have nothing to preach."
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If the Subscriber sbould discover a pencil
mark in the above square, he will know that
his Subscription is duye and that our Agent
would be glad of a Settlement.

The Viclorian General Dorcas will meet on Thurs-
day, 15th, in Lecture Hall, Swanston-st.,, from
10 30 a.m.

During Bro. Ludbrook's absence from Brighton the
platform has been filled by Bren. Baker and Wilson.
Gobd meetings and addresses, and one addition.

The Chivese Mission Church of Christ, Queens-
berry st, Carlton, Vic., on Foreign Mission Sunday
morning  collected £7/12/to. Twelve members
present.

A Foreign Mission meeting was held at the City
Temple, Sydney, on June 28 There was a large
congregation. Bro. Gole presided, Miss Kingsbury
recited, and a very interesting address was delivered
by Miss Mary Thompson upon the work at Harda,
India.

Good meeting last Lord’s day morning at Swans-
ton-st., Melbourne. Very acceptable address by Bro.
Meekison, subject, ** The Five fold Invitation " Offer-
ing for F.M. fund nearly £60. Bro. Gordon spoke in
the evening on * Doubting Thomas—An Apostolic
Rationalist."

S S. Uniox, Vic (Churches of Christ).—The 28th
annual demonstration and distribution of prizes will
take place in the Independent Church, Collins-st., on
Thursday, July 29 Holders of hon. members' cards
are entitled to admission. Obtain one now from
delegates of Union Schools. (See Coming Events.)

A. Cane has started a Sunday School at Big-
genien, Qld., in the Exhibition hall, which bas
bzen lent free of charge. Bro. Cane believes there is
a good openiog there for the primitive gospel. He
bhas commenced work in the right way. Many a
Sunday School has grown into a church. We wish
him success.

A united Foreign Mission rally was held in Grote-st.
chapel on Juoe 30. The afternoon session was pre-
sided over by Mrs. Mauger, and was well attended.
Reports were given by a number of F.M. auxiliaries,
Splendid addresses by Mrs. Gooden and Miss Par-
sons, of India. Musical and elocutionary items were
given. Tea was provided in the lecture hall. The
evening meeting was a good one. D. A. Ewers
presided, and stimulating addresses were given by
Mr. Fleming, of Flinders-st. Baptist Church, and
H. D. Smith. Bren. Thomas and Rankine assisted
in the meeting.

At a meeting at Criccieth, Wales, in honor of
Richard Lloyd and William Williams, who completed
their 50:h year as elders of the Church of Christ on
April 18, a telegram was read from Mr. Lloyd George,
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, expressing his
admiration for the two pure, devoted and self-sacri-
ficing lives. He also senta presentation of a parcel of
valuable books. These two brethren have preached
the gospel almost every Lord’s day for upwards of 50
years without charge, and have exercised the spiritual
oversight. A handsomely bound Bible was presenteq
to each of them by the church.

There was a good attendance at the Church of
Christ, Ashburton, N.Z , on Sunday afternoon, June
6, when F. W, Greenwood, evangelist, gave an address
on * True Maunhood,” The chair was occupieq by
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Dr. C. L. Handcock. Mr. Greenwoog
interesting address on how to live 3 wo'tlfavl? a ver.
temptations to avoid, and how to avojq thi ife, whqy
defining the evil snares of city ang rura]mi-cleaﬂy
leading both young and old by well-chosen | ife, ang
to a knowledge of the right use of the gilts a‘[!gua e
We were_fearfully and wonderfully meds : God,
debt to our Creator consisted in the right u nd our
endowments. The lecturer dwelt on several ingt

of fallen manhood, as observed by himself aa;ces
incidents of thankfulness of young men to M.r ‘1‘3“ of
and himself for timely advice. Mr. Greenwooq gh
scribed the anatomy of the human body, ang dwelt 5
the advantage of pure blood, breathing, and cxerci: .
Dr. Handcock also gave an address. Hearty votes :f
thanks were accorded to Mr. Greenwood and Dr
Handcock, on the motion of Mr. Hopwood. Duripe
the meoting Mr. Geo. Osborne sang the solo, “Throy
out the Life Line."

se of our

CHARACTER.
W. J. Way.

We are writing our names in marble,
And writing in daylight, too;

Ab, yes! we're always writing somewhere,
We nothing else can do.

We are writing in wood and brickwork,
And scribing our names on stone;

But our names should stand for character,
And character is bone.

To be without character,
And what survives in name,
Is weak as moistened paper
And goeth two feet lame.
To be without character is not to be at all.
To be, and not to be, is the worst to be of all

Acknowledgments.

YICTORIAN HOME MIBBION FUND.

Churches — Geelong, £5; Brighton, per sisters,
£1/2]11; Surrey Hills, Conterence fee, 10/ ; Warragul,
1o/-; Swanston-st., per Miss M. Philp, 17/4; per
Miss Huntsmau, £2/o/3; Brunswick, £1/4/10; Warr-
nambool, £15; Colac, £7/10/-; Lanceficld, £2/sl-
F G. Martin, Apollo Bay, £2/10/-; Bro McDowell, Don-
caster, £1; F. G Smith, Barrapoort, £1/8/8; W. H.
Rich, Bordertown, £1; Sister Mrs. Gunniog, Moonee
Ponds, 3/-; Sister Miss Stevenson, per Miss Hill,
10/-; Sister Copeland, South Melb., Mite Box. I4/4;
Sister Candish South Melb., 12/6; Sister Mrs. E. A
Cri-p, Dandenong, 6/-.

The following additional amouats received towards
reduction of overdraft of £2z00:—Mrs. ]. Anderson,
Moreland-rd., £2. C.E. Societies—Dandenons, 20/
South Yarra, 20/-; Collingwood, 25/. Church, B:ndigo
£3/1/-; Bible Class & C.E Society, Lygon s': l’*’-
Bro. Sam Wong, £1 Total, £1r1/1/-.. Previously
acknowledged, £113/14/-—Total to date, £124/15/"
M. McLellan, Sec., W. C. Craigie, Treas:

890 Drummond-st., 263 L. Collins-st:s
Carlton. Melbounre.

IN MEMORIAM.

BARDWELL.—In loving‘memory of my dear sl
Edith, who fell asleep in Christ, July 1, 1907-
** Thou art gone, loviog sister,
Gone to him who gave ;
Gone to receive your due reward
For the sacrifice you made."

—Inserted by her loving sister Mabel.
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coming Events.

_Grole-st. ] CCE Annual Meetiog on
JULYd::- jtﬁy 5 7‘25. A musical programme
Wednes ndered by the Society, entitled * A Garland
Wil be ?‘zlowcfs'" Honor Banner will be presented.
%Eﬁ';py evening, to which we invite YOU.—D.
FISCHER, Supt.
JULY 28 (Wednesday) —"* A Ramble through
ion Mission Fields." Limelight Lecture (125
Horé 535 all new), illustrating phases of mission work
I "ijliu[reréﬂ‘ parts of the world, at the Christian Chapel,
lr?orlh Fitzroy, by J. W. Baker. Tickets, 6d. and 3d.

—S.S. Union of Victoria (Churches of

Cl;]r?s{‘)Y gI!')l.nz 28th Annual Demonstration will take
Jace on this date at 8 p.m., in the Independent

Ehurch. Collins-st. (Dr. Bevan'’s). Good programme
Collection will be taken up during the meeting. All
members interested in the work are asked to reserve
Thursday, July 29, and come. (See Here and There.)

P.

S

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Comfortable Home. Kept by Sister Hutchison,
u Liskeard,” Cascade-st., Katoomba, N SSW. Terms
moderate.

Vacancies, Two Boarders, Ladies or Gentlemen.
Quiet Christian family. No chiidren. One minute
station. 19 Ram:den-st., Clifton Hill.

Sandringham—Lovely mild winter climate. Very
comfortably furnished double and single rooms (bed-
rooms), with use of diningroom and kitchen, in quiet,
refined, Coristian home. Winter tariff, double bed-
room, with fire place, 15/-; single, with 2 beds, 10/6.
Board—week ends— 8/6: couple, 16/-. The home is
beautifully siruated on the esplanade, 8 minutes from
railway station Every comfort. Large grounds,
sheltered with ti tree, and pine trees for camping,
with use of diningrorm and kitchen. *Sister,” Sand-
ringham P.O.

When Visiting N S.W.
Do not forget to visit Katoomba, Blue Mountains.

" Hurlston,” Mrs. |. Thompsoo Terms, 25/- to 30/-
per week Near Sights.

Church of Christ, Sandringham, Vio.

Worship..u.rs am, Library, Abbott-st. Open-air
Rospel meeting, foot of Melrose-st, 8 p.m  Brethren
SPemjllng holidaysin neighborhood specially welcomed.

Foreign Mission Fund...

Please remember our work in India, China, Japan,

the South Seas, and among the Chinese in Aus-

tralia. Donations should be sent to the under-

::llgned Who will thankfully acknowledge all remit-
?:es. F. M. Ludbrook, Sec., R. Lyall, Treas.,
I Collins St., Melb. 59 Leveson Sl., N. Melb.
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OF WHAT USE |3
YOUR MEMoRY »

The men who have done things,
who are doing things now, and
who will do the things of the future,
are the men who have made
Mcmory subservient to the will,
The thinkers of the race—the
philosophers, scientists, successful
men of every business —always
have been men who have trained
their minds to remember, A
science, therefore, which readjusts
the brain, reducing disorder and
forgetfulness to perfect order and
dependable Memory is a very
practical benefit. A demonstrated
method of Memory culture, the
Pelman System, is a certain aid in
all professional and business affairs,
and is worthy of most serious con-
sideration, because so few can
afford not to rely upon their Mem-
ory. Write to-day for free book-
let giving Australian and New
Zealand opinions, to the Secretary,

PELMAN SCHOOL OF MEMORY,

36 BTOCK EXCHANGE BUILDINGS,
MELBOURNE.

“THE MINISTRY OF PAIN.”

Thoughts for a sick room.

(poetry)
50 1/-, posted 1/3.

SSEIUMTIN S

(poetry)
100 1/-, posted 1/3.

These leaflets are useful when visiting the sick.

Rally Buttons, *»5u
Advernling Buttons, Club Buttons, &e., made by

Sl Parriox, Photo Eoameller, 469 Nisholson-
*» North Carlton,
\

A, Jackel,

Repairs to all kinds of house property.
Plang Prepared. Estimates submitted.

—_'® LENNOX ST, HAWTHORN.

SHOULD THE CHURCH
RECOGNISE CHRISTIAN SCIENCE?

By W. J. WRIGHT.
Give 2d. each. 2/ doz. post free.
one of thesc to any person troubled by the
80-called Christian Scientists.

CARPENTER, BHOP
& OFFICE FITTHR.

Jubilee History

of ...
. Churches of Christ -
in Australasia. . .

k was published in 1908, and gives
:‘Zc[:n:?:te recox“’d of the efforts of those peo-
ple who desire to be Christians only for thz
past 50 years. The book is made up of 42
pages the size of the AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN,
containing over 700 different pictures, many
of them groups, in the aggregate sho‘wmg
hundreds of different people. It is prmdte:
on splendid art paper, and superbly bound in
red cloth, half morocco back apd cornexi’s.
and gilt cdges. Every year which go:’isf Yy
will malke this book more valuable. ew
Owing to its great cost
d edition will never be published.
in Victoria, 21/6; other
ith and New Zealand,
ail or boat only actual

cgpics yet for sale.

a sccon
Price, 20/-; by post
parts of Commonwea
22/6. When sent by r
carriage charged.
Austral Publishing Co.,
528 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

375
W. DONAHAY.
Sy, Tl Gollina 8¢,
Melbourne.

& Sight Testing
g F

COMPARE |
Wi By

SEwiNG MACHINES.

at £3 70/= 10 £9 15/~

with the Machines offered to
you at much higher prices by
travelling Agents. Comparison
will prove that

WARD BROS. PRIZE A.N.A.

is equal, and in many respects
superior to these high-priced

Machines.
We arrange terms to suit you,
guarantee every machine for .

5 years and pay freight to
your nearest Railway Station.
Write for Illustrated Oatalog “A"

WARD 35 38Eva.3i N tus
e
BROS, 4.8 ot

Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods,

New Books »

& Magazines
By Mail Steamer
Every Week

®

Mechanics’ Institutes and
Libraries supplied
....at Lowest Rates.....
Bohool and College BIBLES
Books & Btationery and
HYMN
@ BOOKS.

M. L. Hutchinson,

I GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE,
808-307 LITTLE COLLINS-8T., MELBOURNE

DRAPER AND
F. J. Petter 9 OLOTHIER.
WEDDERBURN.
Boots and Bhoes. Dremsmaking, Millinery, our

Bpecialties. Buits to Measure from 27/6,

Fit Guaranteed.
Orders by Post Promptly Executed.
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God's Plan, Our Work.

A\ gentleman who was walking near an
uitoccupicd building one day saw a stone-
cutter chiselling patiently at a Dblock of
stone in front of him. The gentleman
went up to him:

“Still chiselling?” he remarked, pleas-
antly.

“Yes, still chiselling,” replied the work-
man, going on with the work.

“In what part of the building does this
stone belong 2™ asked the gentleman.

“1 don’t know.” replied the stone-cutter:
*1 haven't scen the plans.”

Then he went on chiselling, chiselling.
Now, that is what we should do. We have
not seen the great plans of the Master
Architect, but cach of us has his work to
do, and we should chisel away until it is
done.

The Angel in the House.

2\ worker in a Manchester slum tells the
story of a whole family completely changed
by the power of a deformed child. The
father was a navvy, the lads were coarse
and uncouth. and the mother, overworked
and far from strong, had fallen into untidy
habits. But there was born into that home
a crippled child, and that deformed baby
was the means of drawing out the sym-
pathy and love and tenderness of the whole
family. The man nursed and petted the
child of an evening: the boys made play-
taings for her, and showed their affection
in all sorts of pleasant ways: the mother
kept the window clean, that her child, pil-
lowed on the table. might leok out on the
coiart.  The visitor declared that she wit-

Jllly 8, 1909
nessed a complete transformation in the J
family—an clevating and refining process OSEPH ALLISO

went right through the whole howsehold — Frighing Undertaker and Embaln;
188-5 ERROL STRp th

Those who are suffering from

Earth Ilunger NORT ET’
and cannot be satisficd, cannot H MELBOURNE
do better than cross over to - BRANCH— .
Tasmania, where land is plenti- ount Llﬁ.Xa-nder Road, Moongg Pong
ful and prices moderate. ... Punerals supplied to any extent in Towa or Coun:'
Ty
A Letter to Kelephons 751, o Telephone 25 Ascor,
—— iy
]. E. THURGOOD, W. d. AIRD,
; OPTICIAN
Property Salesman, (many years with the late T. . o
71 John-st., Launceston, Tas., 185 Oollins Btn?t, Melbourne,
. . Dr. B -
will bring you further particulars, Byeig socumtaly tested. Onnlls?np";mrurl;:::: (::""eh)
i landlaiSoeciality Rimlese Eye-Glasses and Speclacles a sp,&ﬁ'y.mrad‘
Orchard and Grazing Land a Speciality. Carresondenca sollsited. DA T

The Ready Reference Table

REMEDIES FOR HORSE AILMENTS

o<

You don’t want a **Vetr” to Doctor Your llorse,
Yon can do it Yourself,
A VALUABLE GCBART GIVEN AWAY

\VHEN your horse ¢
n I and )

':-!( his feed™ it s not always e oy to know whit is weong with him. “ Gleason's Vaeterl-
k' will tell you but it has hitherto been 100 ¢wtly for most people. Howerer, we have
oo Valuahle ks at n greatly reduced price, and we are able to make you n

e eanant afforl to dec ins n Buok ronsists of 5620 Pages, and contains full
tnabout he Disases of Horses. Cattle, Sheep, Pizs, Ponliry. Dogs, Birds, Ae. It is well {Ilustrated and hand-

“"-,‘h would be cheap at a waines. hut we will del.ver it at any address for 208, 6d, and GIVE with it &
Wl Chart of In:nn--l_- e l‘-"r Ilorse Ailmenca. The size of the Chart is 22 inches by 20 inches, itis

. Lvarnishied. with wonid vz and roller like a map. The upnes pertion of the Chart {s shown at the
ment, With this Chart hangine in your stable you can find out in a few minutes

i‘ ith vour stek horse and just what you shonld do to enre him. The symptoms of all the ordi-
a Lthe peap <lneuy1 aml treatment are descrived, This saves you the cost of cousulting a
sy of tanne advice, Thy Chart may be had without the Book ?cr 5s., carringe paid, It will
At o v el e i The Special O Ter is good for Two Months onl

thae

exnetly whit at
nar, -

L=
yay for itself
this paper,

$ 3 tho date of
amd you shord mention this paper when ordering, Send Fostal Note of any State for iU‘l Eﬁo.uio 1

THE UNION MANUFACTURING & AGENCY OOMPANY
299 ELIZABETH STREET, MELBOURNE,

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE, MELBOURNE.

TEACHING STAFF:

Principal, H. G. HARWARD; A. R. MAIN, W. W. MANTELL.

Scerctary, W. Beiler,

Executive Committee.

‘—q

Federal Conference Executive. ; PARTICULARS in regard to the College Coutse

President, G. T. Walden; Vice-President, J. E. Thomas; | for Resident and D dence
Treasurcr, T. 13, Verco; Scerctary, D. A. Ewers; Assistant B ay Students, Correspon

New South Wales—A. E. Illingworth, T. Hagger, S..G.
Griflith, .. Rossell. South Australia—R. Burns, J. Manning,

z y :_F. G.

9 Sischer, A C. Rankine, T. H. Brooker. Victoria—F. ' .
‘I’)“I:::‘l'\‘c :lrillis W. C. Craigic, R. Lyall. IF. M. I.udbrook, ﬁ"angl'lcmcnts have also been made with Ww. 'W
C. ll.'nrdi'c. \Vc;tcrn Australia—H. J. Buanks, D. M. Wilson. Gantz to conduct CO"CSpondcnce Claseoin EnghShr
Quecnsland, L. Gole, C. Watt. Tasmania—\V. R. C Jarvis. reek, chnw' G

s ol 04

Classes and Night Classes, will be furnished on appli-
cation to the Principal.

The Correspondence Coutse in the Bible, conducted
by H. G, Harward may be commenced at any time

Further Particulars will be supplied on Application to H. G. HARWARD, 149 Pigdon St., N, Carlton

Treasurer: W. C* CRAIGIE, Little Coliins St.., Melbourne. Secretary : CHAS. HARDIE, Henrietta St.., Hawthorn, Vic

‘Phone 1192,
380 LYGON 8T, CARL.‘TON.
& 6569 NICHOLBON bT. NTH. CARLTON.

JOSIAH HOLDSWORTH, Undertaker.



