- Price!

T.

Australian Christian

Circulating amongst Churches of Christ in the Australian Commonwealth and New Zealand

Registered at the

General ji
al Post Ojfice, Melbourne, for transmission by post as a newspaper.

= yol. XII., No. 28

THURSDAY, JULY 15, 18089.

Subscriplion, 6s. per annum. Single Copy, I3d.

The Church: Its Name.

~

T'here are -comparatively few Christians
who have any well-defined ideas as to what
constitutes “the church.”  The term is
widely used in senses for which it would
pe hard to find any Scriptural warrant.
One common error is that of regarding
the building in which the church assembles
as “the church.” The New Testament
records but two instances in which the
word was used by our Lord. The first is
the famous foundation passage in Matt.
16, “On this rock I will build my church.”
In this passage Jesus regards the church as
a building, himself as the DBuilder, and the
truth of his Messiahship and divine Son-
ship as the bed-rock on which he would
erect it. Clearly “church” is used here in
its broadest acceptation, and embraces all
who have Leen and will be effectually
called out of the great mass of mankinu
into fellowship with the Son of God for
the high vocation indicated in Eph. 3: 10,
11, “to the intent that now unto the princi-
palities and the powers in the heavenly
(places) might be made known through
the church the manifold wisdom of God,
according to the eternal purposce which he
purposed in Christ Jesus our lord”: or,
as Rotherham renders it, *“According to
a plan of the ages which he made in the
anomted Jesus our Lord.” “Christ loved
the church, and gave himself up for it”
to perfectly cleanse, sanctify and glorify
It, and thus make it the fit medium for the

accomplishment of this great purpose. All”

dgree that in designating the church- as
thus conceived we must use divine names,
and divine names only. Other designations
.‘.\;(3“1(| be too narrow, therefore all.say
The church of Christ” or *“The church of
God"  TJesus calls it “My church.” The
agony of Gethsemane, and the pain of Cal-
1“"’“ tell something of the cost at which
1¢ 0 tau'le(l possession of this pearl of great
To him and to him alone belongs

the ri rht N s e, o
nate(l_i’ of saying how it shall be desig

U"Warranted titles.

When

churely? Jesus  said, “Tell it unto the

seekine t(l\’la'tt, 18), as the last resort ‘in
it s C‘Ie 0 win back an offending br.nthc_r.
the sen a ll‘ that the term was not 1'1.~v:('l_ nrw
or in t;]L we have just been considering,

at case obedience to the injunction

T.0J. Bull:

would l)c”impossiblc. Our Lord plainly
meant, “Tell it to the local church” to
which both the parties concerned might
hal)PCh.lo belong.  Probably the term
church is never used in the New Testament
I more than the two senses now before
us, r.c., the larger sense embracing its whole
membership from its inception on the great
Pentecost until its completion at the coming
of the Lord, and the narrower sense of the
local assembly in any given place, as “the
church which was in Jerusalem,” *“the
church of God at Corinth,” etc. In this
narrower sense we come upon the problem
of name, and find the people of God sadly
divided. If Christ puts his hand upon the
local church, as well as the church universal,
and says, "My church,” and if each local
church is composed of those for whom he
died, in so far as they are willing to be
associated in his name, one would think it
quite obvious that it should bear only the
great Redeemer’s name. Yet, apparently,
it is not so obvious, for names many and
varied are used to distinguish separate
companies of the Lord's people. It would
be a work of supererogation to advance
proof of the proposition that in apostolic
days the local church was called “the
church of Christ,” “the church of God,
etc. Anyone with a Bible and concord-
ance can easily get full L’vibligal prgof on
this point, and at the same time discover
that there is no Scriptural warrant what-
ever for the sectional names so widely
used to designate the Fhurches. If the
oneness of God's people is ever to be mani-
fest to the world, sectional names must be

abandoned.
The real offence.
" o some it seems an offence against

Christian humility and good taste for a
of Christians to wear 1o names

company i a nany
but those for which there is Scriptural
warrant. Such might be the case if those

doing so claimed an exclusive .l.‘lg}\!:” to
these names and denied them to thur' (. _o\\r
believers. The real ()t:fcngc in the I\}"llr-m;i
of a Scriptural name lies n 1ts llll]; 1;( anc
inevitable reproof of any name of 1.1‘m1‘an
manufacture. We do not see how l'“~lL can
escape the charge of doing (lcq‘) dis l:)l;()r.
to our Lord if we substitute :u}.\. n.ﬁm}r ('n‘
his. In other important connections, if we

substitute another name for his we see what
is involved. How utterly abhorrent to
those who feel entirely dependent on Jesus
the Son of God as their great High Priest
would be the suggestion to substitute the
name of Mary for that of Christ as their
heavenly Intercessor! To those not tainted
with the error of Rome how abhorrent the
thought of substituting Peter’'s name for
Peter’s Lord's as Head of the church! The
great mass of Protestant churches would
shrink from doing such deep dishonor to
him whom they call Lord, and we are satis-
fied that there is no infentional refusal to
give him the honor due unto his name in
the wearing of various names of human
manufacture.

Some honored names.

May we, without presumption and with-
out offence, call attention in this connec-
tion to the significance of the honored
names of "Presbyterian” and *Daptist™?
Noble Presbyterian leaders have too often
stood for the defence of the sovereign
rights of our Lord Jesus for us ever to
think that there is any intended slight to
him in using, the name *Presbyterian
Church.” To the intelligent this name
speaks of a form of church government.
We are quite sure that Presbyterians do
not think that for a form of church govern-
ment—however Scriptural—ought for a
moment to obscure men’s vision of the
Saviour, and yet surely in some measure
this must be so while this name stands
where the Lord's ought to be. *Daptist”
as a church cognomen stands for a great
host who contend for the Scriptural form
of the Lord’s ordinance of baptism. We
are positive that the Baptists never in-
tended to put baptism in place of the Lord
in their adoption of this name. Their sub-
mersion in the waters of baptism proclaims
in a beautiful symbolism their submission
to Jesus as Lord, a submission which a host
of surrendered lives assure us is from the
heart, and we cannot think they have ever
fully weighed the consequences of putting
a name suggested by the ordinance in the
place where the Lord’s own name ought
to be. If their name tells the world any-
thing, it is that they arc a people who bap-
tise, but this is by no means their distine-
tive peculiarity, any more than it is the
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distinctive peculiarity of the churches rep-
resented by this paper. 1f “Baptist” as a
church name were dropped, and the name
of the Lord put in its place, one great step
would be taken towards uniting in a mani-
fested brotherhood all those who hold to
the Scriptural “one Lord, one faith, one
baptism.” From different angles of vision
one might go on to show how church names
of human manufacture obscure men's
vision of the Lord, and help to keep divided
{l‘msc who ought to be manifestly one in
him.

The appeal from the cross.

“Are yve not carnal and walk after the
manner of men?” was the startling ques-
tion of PPaul when he faced the sin of divi-
sion in its incipient stages. ‘“‘For when
one saith, I am of Paul; and another, I am
of Apollos: are ye not men?" “Wherefore
let no one glory in men, for all things are

- yours....but ye are Christ’'s, and Christ
1s God's.” “Ye are not your own: ye were
bought with a price: glorify God therefore.”
The fact that Christians are “a people for
God’s own possession” ought for ever to
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settle the question as to what names they
shall wear as individual disciples or in
their corporate capacity as churches. As
we hear our Lord plead for the oneness
of “his own” in the shadow of the cross,
as we find him embracing in the wonderful
sweep of his sympathy and desire *them
also that believe on” him through the apos-
tles’ word, thus including all believers of
the present day, we feel constrained by love
and loyalty to him to plead with our fel-
low believers wherever found to throw
down the barriers of humanly manufac-
tured names for his church, and so help to
present to the world which so much needs
it, the testimony of a united church to the
glory of our once crucified but now risen
and exalted Lord.

“In vain ye say, ‘Let scets and systems fall,
And Jesus' precious name be all in all,’

Yet cling to what that gracious Jesus pains—
Scectarian union and scctarian names.

“One name alone the heavenly hosts adore,
Nor is there room for one name more;
Jesus is there—no other name they know—
Why should we hear of other names below ?”

“Ye Shall Receive Power.”

H. G. Harward.

We love to linger in the quiet of the
upper room. It is good to be there. The
place is holy. The fragrance of its hal-
lowed memories is wafted down to us to-
day. Earthly sounds grow fainter, and
carthly visions fade as we sit in the pres-
ence of the Master. Heaven stoops to
carth in the sacredness of that association.
Every voice is stilled save that of the great
Teacher. Each disciple listens, with heart
solemnised, and eyes tear-filled, as he
speaks of his approaching departure. Even
now an awful feeling of loneliness sweeps
over them and abides in their hearts. The
Master going? He whose companionship
they had shared, whose fellowship they
had enjoyed, whose pupils and friends they
had been. What compensation can there
be for such a loss as this? And then Jesus
reveals the incredible fact that the separa-
tion soon to take place was in order to
their enrichment. The limitations and re-
strictions placed about them were to be
removed. They would enter into a larger,
fuller life by his going away. “Weeping
may endure for a night, but joy cometh
in the morning.” And in this face to face,
heart to heart talk with these messengers
of his, Jesus gives utterance to the greatest
promise with which their future could hayve
been illumined. “And T will pray thic
FFather, and he shall give you another Cmn;
forter, that he may be with you for ever.
“I will not leave you desolate: I come
unto you.” “But the Comforter, even the
IToly Spirit, whom the Father will send in
my name, he shall teach you all things, and
bring to your remembrance all that I said

unto you.” And as they leave the upper
room, and pass along towards the shades
and sorrows of Gethsemane, the way is
brightened by the same promise. “But
when the Comforter is come, whom I will
sen(.l unto you from the Father, he shall
testify of me.” “It is expedient for you
that I go away; for if I go not away, the
Comforter will not come unto you, but if I
depart I will send him unto you.” This
is the great theme of the pre-crucifixion
message. And in the days before his as-
cension Christ points to the Advocate who
is to take his place.

Born in a baptism of power.

Their commission is limitless in its scope. -

All peoples are to be influenced thereby.
Therefore Jesus says, “Go ye into all the
world, and preach the gospel to every crea-
ture.”” Such a mission requires equally
limitless power in order to its execution.
Hence the charge, “Tarry ye in the city,
until ye be clothed with power from on
high.”” And as he is parted from them, his
answer to their desire for greater know-
ledge is “It is not for you to know times
or seasons, which the Father has kept
within his own authority, but- ye s!mll re-
ceive power when the Holy Spirit is come
upon you.” You cannot know the future,
but you can make it. What a trust is com-
mitted to their stewardship! What a power
is at their command! They are placed in
touch with the Infinite. 422 :

ireh was born in a baptism o
1)0,\1\"2:. CII]\lTo nature force or human genius

gould have brought it info
mvisible influences of the
In 1ts conception and
became the sanctuary for
of this dispensation.” *“Ag the b
the spirit is dead,” so the o
growth of the church were depend

the energising presence of the lIole:lt {pon
Only as the church has “walked in )ﬂ Spiri,
of the Lqr(]_, and in the comfort wi fear
Holy Spirit,” has it been multiplicd0 e

C‘Xl_Steucc_ \
Spirit

manifesty
the new

(0
Operate
tion, i
bhc_killah
Ay Withey,
Vitality ang

Breathing upon the dry bones

In every reform movement t|,
has been placed upon the neeg
influx of- spiritual pow
upon the dry bones that they may |j
Progress has been made and success si’ail:\:(i.
m proportion as the movement hae b:f’
attended by demonstration of the S !
and of power. i

4\\"]1211; a heaven-born mission is ours!
What grandeur in the ideal set he !
What possibilities of achievement we pos-
sess! And yet what limitations environ
us unless we are directed and controlled by
the power of God.

¢ emphasig

of a ney
er—the breathip

fore us!

“What am I but a servant in whose hand

Are tools which he hath fashioned, wherewith I
May render faithful service, if I will,

Or mar his perfect plan for me? My Lord,
My Master, ict my will be as thine own,

So that thy mighty hand through me may work.
Thou knowest all the weakness of the heart
That fain would serve thee well, yet finds itself
So slow to catch the spirit of thine own.

O strengthen me, my Lord, and let thy power
Be poured upon me; so that all I do
Henceforth may glorify thy holy name.”

This text is, first, the recognition of the
need of power. Is not this need self-evi-
dent? The difficulties are so great, the
obsta91es so innumerable, the demands $o
pressing, the responsibilities so heavy, the
work so hard, and the calls so clamorous,
that, weighed down by .these burdens, we¢
cry in anguish of spirit, Who is sufficient
for these things?

Monuments of defeat.

Over yonder is a building fitted up with
costly machinery. It has been made ac-
cordm_g to perfect designs, and by the work
of skilled mechanics. = No fault nor flaw
can be discovered in its mechanism. But
It 1s motionless. It accomplishes nothing:
One thing is lacking—pozwer. Supply this,
and what a transformation. Wheels T
volve, machines operate, and work is done:

he purpose of its construction is realised-

This, N some measure, is descriptive of
tl.1e CO‘_‘(htIOI], both of individuals and con-
gregations Jn this restoration movement-

he fprm is there, but it is lifeless. The
II’O(II)' 1s almost perfect in its parts, but it
l;(‘;lc KS G’ltallzt}'- here is beauty in the sys

f“i l;t Ow frequently it is the beauty
of death. Unity exists, hut how often it 15
the unity of the graveyard, ‘There is bar;
renness where there should be bloom and
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fruitage. The monuments of defeat, rather
than victory, mark life’s battle-grounds.
We who should .possess the strength of
giants are but weaklings.

Do we need power?

Do we need power? Ask that young
man whose whole life is passion swept, over
whom the tidal waves of fierce temptation
sweep in mighty billows which threaten to
engulph him in hopeless despair. To ride
masterfully over life’s rough sea he must
have power.

Ask that business man in the sharp,
keen competition of the world where duty
calls him. Will it not take power to resist
the temptation to overreach; to remove
from his shelves articles which would bring
a large profit, but which the Master would
not have there; to treat his employees better
than his neighbor does, and pay the price
in increased expenditure; to bring into his
business life the principles of Jesus, and
while “diligent in business, yet serving the
TLord”? Yes, all this will take power, and
possibly more than we have yet possessed.

The preacher’s need.

Ask that preacher yonder, as he faces an
audience seared with selfishness, corrupted
by worldliness, permeated with indiffer-
ence, blinded by the god of this world,
does he not need power to speak very
plainly about these sins, and yet as lovingly
as would the Galilean?

Ask him is it easy to stand upon the old
Book, and preach the simple gospel, while
others are entertaining larger audiences,
and receiving more flattering attention, with
the literary and philosophical essays in
which the people delight. Ask him is it
casy to remain with the unpopular party,
to be in the minority, to be misrepresented
and misunderstood, when by the addition
of a few things, and the subtraction of
others, he might win popularity and go
with the crowd. And if he be a man of
God, burdened with a passion for souls,
and service, the cry of his heart, the burden
of his prayer will be for power—power to
be true to Christ and conviction; power
to be governed by principle rather than
policy; power to preach for righteousness
rather than revenue.

Power for daily duty.

_ Ask that congregation, few in number,
limited in means, with no social status,
secking to be light and leaven in the com-
munity, with the responsibility upon it of
sounding out the word of life, the deposi-
tory of a message upon which the salvation
of souls depends, Do you need power? And
how quick the affirmative response! i
Do we need power? Ask that mother in
the home, where daily cares and dutics
press so heavily ; ask that young woman 1in
society, where temptations are so subtle
and so strong; ask the lad in school, where
it is not always ecasy to be clean and honest;
ask the young man in the office, where the
separate life is not easily lived; ask the

man on the platform, and the man in the
pew,—ask anyone who would translate the
ll_fc of Christ into daily action, and devo-
tion,” Do you need power?  And from
myriad voices the answer rings out, Yes,
“for every strong temptation, for every cry
of need, for every low moan of disappoint-
ment, for every locking of the jaws in the
resolution of despair, for every disheart-
ened look out on the morrow,” for every
yearning ambition we need power, mighty
power.

“We did not so much as hear.”

In the second place, this passage is a
revelation of the source of power. “Ye
shall receive power zwhen the Holy Spirit
iIs come upon you.” And not until then.
How much reliance is-placed to-day upon
natural ability! How much trust is re-
posed in educational endowment! Iow
much confidence is manifest in physical
earnestness!  These are not undesirable
possessions, but they are not the source
from whence our power flows. There are
“diversities of gifts,” and variety of mani-
festations, but the source of supply is ever
the same. This must be constantly real-
ised. Is there not need of the old apostolic
question, “Did ye receive the Holy Spirit
when ye believed?” And from how many
hearts would echo the sad refrain, “Nay,
we did not so much as hear that the Holy
Spirit was given.” In the necessity for
rejecting the extreme mystical views of
the religious world, we have too sadly neg-
lected to give Scriptural emphasis to the
place and power of the Spirit in the life
and service of the child of God. Here is
the secret of success, the source of power
in the ministry of the word. Emphasis
upon this is essential to the perfection of
our peerless plea.

Tarry ye!

Not less clearly should we echo and re-
echo the Master's “Go ye,” and not less
earnestly should we insist upon his “Zarry
ye.” These are not contradictory, but com-
plementary one of the other. They have
been divinely joined together. There is no
need for tarrying as with these disciples
for God to do something. His part has
been splendidly done. But we need to tarry
that we may put out of our lives the things
that hinder his power working in us; that
we may realise our absolute dependence
upon God; that we may become channels
through which his power can flow forth
into other lives.

The secret source.

On the north-east shore of Lake Rotorua
is a picturesque place of resort known as
Hamurana. Here a river of clear cold
water wells up from a chasm below the
hillside. ‘There is no noise of cataract, or
outward demonstration- of mighty force.
But silently, yet irresistibly, from some
hidden source of supply, tl_lerc [10ws fon:t_h
a copious stream of refreshing, life-sustain-
ing water. It is in contrast, too, with the
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desolate volcanic regions of the district.
For the child of God there is a secret
source of silent, irresistible power. It
cometh not with observation, nor with out-
ward physical manifestation. It is not the
less real. It is that power which distin-
gulsl}@ the church from all other societies.
for it is energised by the Spirit; it is that
power which separates the saint from the
sinner, for he is a temple of the Holy Spirit.

Our Master’s representative.

It is the power necessary to life, and god-
liness. Without it we can do nothing. The
measure of the Spirit’s presence in our lives
and service will determine the measure of
our success, and the extent to which these
glorify God. Our motto must be—"All

through Christ, to the glory of God, by the -

power of the Holy Spirit.” He is our Mas-
ter’s representative, during his personal ab-
sence from us. We are sealed with the
Spirit, receive the gift of the Spirit, walk
in the Spirit, are led by the Spirit, are in-
dwelt by the Spirit, have the witness of the
Spirit, must live by the Spirit, pray in the
Spirit, are strengthened by the Spirit, shall
be raised by the Spirit, and are commanded
to be filled with the Spirit.

“I have a wonderful Guest,

Who speeds my feet, who moves my hands,
Who strengthens, comforts, guides, commands,
Whose presence gives me rest.

“He dwells within my soul;

He swept away the filth and gloom,
He garnished fair the empty room,
And now pervades the whole.”

Shall we not seek to be so cleansed, sep-
arated from sin; so consecrated, separated
unto God; o conformed, separated for
Christ, that we may receive that anointing
of power which will abide with us? Then
shall our experience be :—

“I am so needy, Lord, and yet I know all fulness
dwells in thee;

And hour by hour, that never-failing treasure

Supplies and fills in overflowing measure,

My least, my greatest need.

And so thy grace is enough for me.”

Address delivered at the united commi-
nion service, Town Hall, Sydney (Centen-
nial celebrations).

The golden age hath passed away; only
the good have power to bring it back—
Gocthe.

The gain which is made at the expense
of reputation should rather be set down

as a loss.

Strength alone knows conflict. Weakness

is below even defeat, and is born van-

quished—Madame Swetchine.

Circumstances are like skeins of thread
or silk; when taken by the good end they
are easily disentangled.—Mme. Swetchine.
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Literature.
J. Inglis Wright.

First and foremost in our minds is the
organisation of an efficient staff of travel-
ling book-salesmen, or to call them by their
generally recognised title, colporteurs. The
backblocks of all the Australasian colonies
present an open field for the operations of
such men, travelling from township to
township and from house to house, selling
and distributing Bibles, Testaments. and
the literature of the Church of Christ. We
have many young men, who, I' believe.
could be secured to undertake this work.
Consecrated and energetic, though perhaps
lacking in scholastic attainments, they are
vet anxious t¢ undertake personal work for
Christ Jesus. Many men of the class we
speak of are able to preach the primitive
gospel in a plain and unassuming manner,
and all of them would be able to point men
and women to the Saviour in travelling
from door to door.

Men with a message.

The Christian church to-day is fettered
by the bands of professionalism, the same
old gyves and chains which served the ends
of the apostate church so well in the middle
ages. What the world wants to-day is men
to whom God has spoken, men with a
message for their fellow-men, and the
weary sin-stained world will listen to such.
If “the man with the message” has a Uni-
versity training, he will be able all the better
to reach certain classes of people: if he
devotes all his time to this
praised, but it’s the message, :
that's the one thing needful. Lacking that
there is but the professional, and unclothed
with sacerdotal functions, he alas! counts
little among men and women. If the.Clmrch
of Christ lacks anything to-day, it is “men
with the message,” men who are as fiery-
tongued as revolutionaries, as loyal as pat-
riots, as consecrated as martyrs, and as
enthusiastic as inventors—in fine, men who
have received the message, and who so glory
in its immensity and power that they will
command and entreat men to accept the
full terms of the message and disdain to
whittle down the terms of the message to
please those in open revolt, those who are
prepared to bargain for terms, and t]:lOb(?
who are willing to accept such portions
of the message as they may select and
choose. We want men to whom the con-
demnation is as real as the justification,
hell as actual as heaven, judgment as aw ful
as redemption is glorious—men, m fac.t.
who are prepared to carry the same mes-
sage to humanity as Christ and the apos-
tles gave, with all. its wca_ltll of love and
entreaty, with all its warnings of condem-
nation and judgment to come. ;

Perhaps some may think this a _(l_lgr_e:&‘-]
sion. It is nothing of the sort, it 1s :’ll(.]i.
at this stage, for on this matter depends

the message—

work, God be .

the success of the colporteur movement.
The *“backblocks™ is no place for men of
“milk and water” Christianity, half-formed
convictions, and a breadth of view so liberal
that it impugns the very justice of God
himself. For colporteurs we want strong
men, courageous men, true men, men—as
we have said—to whom God has given
the message, and let them go forth sup-
ported and backed by their brethren. In
what way are these brethren to act? llow
are they to proceed? ;

An illustrated volume.

1st. If we can publish a large, well-illus-
trated book setting forth primitive Chris-
tianity, published at say £1, they are to go
from door to door and sell it on subscrip-
tion terms. The same with Bibles. They
are to sell for 6d. and 1/- such books as
we are able to issue in cheap editions. They
are to sell and distribute free pamphlets,
tracts, booklets and portions of Scripture,
and they are to talk of the gospel of Christ,
of the.love of God, and to reason “'of right-
cousness, temperance, and judgment to
come.” By way of remuneration, the col-
porteurs might be paid a small weekly
salary and a very large commission on
their sales. Granted the right men and
above all the divine blessing, what a grand
work could be done, strewing whole dis-
tricts with the literature of the primitive
gospel, and acting as forerunners for con-
secrated trained evangelists, who with the
message in greater fulness would follow up
these pioneers.

Lending libraries.

2nd. By the churches. It scems to us
that the usefulness of the tract is now much
restricted, particularly in the cities and
larger towns, but the distribution of book-
lets and pamphlets from house to house
would open up a new era. In this connec-
tion the churches might establish great
lending libraries, not for saints, but for
sinners, not for members but for non-mem-
bers. Our literature in volumes could be
taken round and lent to those who, having
read some of our pamphlets, had their in-
terest aroused in the_ movement for a return
to primitive Christianity. Here also the
large illustrated volumes might be sold in
considerable quantities. — Such books as
“The Church of Christ,” and our Centen-
nial volume “That they All may be One,”
are works which ought to be very widely

circulated. The latter volume is well got
up and attractive in appearance, and at the

low price of 1/- is cheap“cx‘lough-‘to b.c
within the reach of the masses. It is pos-
sible for our larger churches t(l> 'cn.,rragc
the services of a brother, of wort ‘])-(fm.\-
tian character, to sell these books from
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door to door, at the same t
free the booklets and pamphletg
referred to. = Such an engagement
be entered upon with brethre

thren o1
pe 1t
now and again, and could be of

from time to time as funds and
permit. >

me circulaling

alreay
Mig|t
L worl
carried o
OPportunity

Lost opportunities. .

Another field for operations
day School. Is it not possible
lgml to the unconverted parents of Supq
School scholars books and pamphlets 1§t:'1|y
ising the children as a means of sccurliyn(r =
entrance for such into their homes ? dln
would betoken an interest which \\'(;u.l(l btx
more often appregintc(l than resented, Hcrt
It seems to me is a neglected avenue of
service.

is the Syp.
to give ang

In regard to gospel meetings, opportu-
nities are passed by which the keen business
man would scorn to overlook were similar
circumstances obtaining in connection with
his business. A man or woman betokens
some interest in the message of Christ by
a repeated attendance at the gospel meet-
ings. Now if a manufacturer recognised
a possible customer in some one who had
called two or three times to inspect his
products, would he not supply them with
all the available literature he possessed on
that product, be it machine, agricultural
instrument, or what not? Undoubtedly
he would. Then why should we allow those
whose interest has been awakened in the
gospel of Christ to leave our meetings with-
out carrying away some further message
of truth in the shape of books and pam-
phlets? The first-named could be loaned
and the latter given freely.

“Of the uses of tracts I need not speak.

I'hey are many and manifold, and there
are fields wide and broad where their dis-
tribution will always be productive of great
results to the glory of God. As this medium
is already in use by many churches, and is
well known and its value recognised, we

-need not say more about it here.

Pamphlets by post.

3rd. By the mail. We should in our lit-
erature campaign enlist the services of the
post office. ILet me give cne instance as

. & suggestion and example. Supposing that

Fhe series of pamphlets spoken of was
issued, and assuming that in each church
of 100 members ten were found who would
subscribe for three copies 1 month. Re-
taining one copy, if each of these ten meni-
ber.s: would undertake to post the other fwo
copies monthly to friends and strangers
alike, what an immense zchievement it
would be! Two hundred and forty hook-
lc.ts sent forth in one year on their heaven-
given mission, at litfle trouble and but
slight ~expense.  Grant that only 100
churches would do this—and my estimate
all through is on the- smallest scale—Wwe
have a total circulation of no less than
24,000 booklets, which in four years would
1 ':.if:h nearly one hundred thousand! I8
this suggestion Utopian, fantastic or im-
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possible?  Nay, it is as practicable as sim-
ple, and palpitates with possibilitics. Dusi-
ness men well know the manner in which
the post office is utilfscd for the advance-
ment of commercial interests; why should
it not be used for the furtherance of the
kingdom of God, which, whatever else may

be attained, every Christian is to ‘‘seck
first.”
Free circulation.

4th. A free circulation burecau. Here

again we are introduced to a field of action
which is almost without limitation. There
are brethren, children of God, whose finan-
cial resources in this life are but meagre,
but who," though unable to give much
money, are willing to give some part of
their hard-carned leisure to the extension
of the Redeemer's kingdom. A bureau
of free circulation would keep such breth-
ren—aye, and sisters too—well supplied
with literature for free circulation, lending
and even selling. Here is a service which
would link up the isolated brethren to the
churches, by opening up for them a way
in which they might do evangelistic work,
The distribution of our literature at public
gatherings, on special occasions, wherever
and whenever such could be carried out
profitably, would constitute another hranch
of the bureau's work. Other methods and
means will quickly suggest themselves to
those to whom this plea appeals, who recog-
nise in literature the most potent factor in
the world's life to-day, and who can dis-
cover its hitherto too much ignored possi-
bilities- as a means of " publishing with
greater effect and in a fuller manner the
message of redemption and the plea for
the restoration of primitive. Christianity
with which, in the good providence of God,
we have heen entrusted.

In our next and final article of this
series we propose to deal with the financial
aspect of the subject, and suggest methods
of bringing the fund into existence.

New Zealand Foreign Missions.
Report from Bulawayo.

May 17, 19C0.
During the month two were baptised at
Hillside who decided in March, and in the
town meetings five decided for Christ. All
meetings are being well attended. i U
he day and night schools are going
Steadily on, and are still, in the case of the
night ~ schoo! especially, the recruiting

ground of the church. )
The Sunday School has been minus its
superintendent for several Sundays, our
- 80od Bro. Talbot having been in the hos-
pital with a poisoned foot. I am pleased to
tell you that he is mnow about again, but l]as
to go carefully. The children are begin-
g to think about a tea or a picnic, but
\ve are short of money. Who comes to the

rescue this year?

Hillside meetings continue very encour-
aging so far as members go, and the har-
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vest will come if we £0 on sowing. Qur
annual clmrgh picnic is to be held there on
May 24. We have two nice young men out
lh'crc NOW to train as evangelist students.
We have about enough material left from
the main building to make their house, but
Want some money to support them. The
cost will run from £12 to £18 a year. A
New convert going to his kraal called and
gave me £1 for the work Lefore leaving,
probably about one-tenth of his year's in-
come. [f we all gave on the same principle,
Iu)\\'. much we could raise for F.M. work!

Sister Mary Witting has now been taken
as a pupil teacher in place of Ellen Hen-
driks, resigned. Mary is a good girl, and
will be a great help. Pray for her.

I have been sick myself; the form of
malaria 1 had in Pretoria. One week in
bed, still weak, but growing in strength
and appetite. Praise God for his healing
mercies.

Our family visited an outside mission
two weeks at Faster; back now, all better
for the trip. Had five missionaries paying
a return visit last week.

I have just heard from DBro. Anderson,
who is staying with my mother and family
in London, that he leaves for here shortly.

F. L. HADFIELD.

A Great Moral Victory ‘in
New Zealand.
J. J. Franklyn.

With the booming of 10 o'clock to-night
(June 30) the licenses of 107 hotels and
two clubs in the Dominion of N.Z. cease
to exist, in accordance with the decision
of the electors at the local option poll in
December last. There are now 12 districts
under No License, some of them embracing
large towns like Oamaru, Invercargill and
Ashburton.

The closing of these houses does not
entail a charge upon the country's ex-
chequer, as there is no provision for com-
pensation. The publicans in Auckland de-
cided to raise £1000 amongst themselves
to -aid their distressed brethren in the
“doomed” traffic. ~ The majority of the
houises will be converted into boarding-
houses, and the remainder into respectable
business premises, as is the case in the
other towns where No License obtains.
And strange to relate, the “closed houses
in Invercargill and elsewhere are commer-
cially more valuable than in the days of
license. ‘Lhis of course in opposition to
the wails of liquordom as to the deprecia-
tion of properties and consequent hard-
ships.

Of the number of houses recently closed.
11 are in the two Wellington suburban
clectorates. This gives us a bcl‘t. _of.“(lr:\:
territory” around the rather “liquified
“Empire City”" The spirit of thanksgiving
is very general in t‘hc Dominion over the
great victory. In it the moral reformer
can see the “morning star” of the brighter

day.
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At the annual meeting of the New Zca-
land Alliance, lately held in Christchurch,
1t was decided to approach Parliament with
the view of amended legislation to provide
for Dominion option, with a hare majority.
[f this becomes the law of the country,
Bung & Co. can pack their carpet bags and
find other fields for their drunkard-making
business. That this is no fancied dream
of the so-called *fanatical prohibitionist™
will be readily conceded when one remens-
bers that the last poll under the local option
principle gave us in the ageregate a Do-
minion majority of over 23,060 votes.

May God continue to bless the efforts of
the reform party until this degrading and
soul-cursing trade is destroyed for ever.
Nothing but an absolutely “dry Dominion™
will satisfy the aroused thinking and voting
power of the free, democratic and loyal
Maorilanders. Till that day arrives our
motto is, “For Christ, truth and sobriety.”

What God Hath Joined.
James Small.

‘Lhere is a single shaft of marble in the
Southland that marks the last resting-place
of Henry W. Grady. It is clad jn the flow-
ing garb of a beautiful vine. 1l orass
has grown around the base, but if you will
push aside the grasses you can read the
memento of his immortality: “Be ashamed
to die until you have done something for
your fellow-man.” This will give direction
to what I want to say, that men are to be
loved as well as the truth, if they are to
be reached and saved ; and the man who has
a great love of God and man and truth in
his soul is the magnetic man and a man
capable of inspiring others to better things.

Phillips Brooks said that “the love of
truth alone is cruel.” It has no pity for
man. It cries out, “What matter if a hu-
man life is tortured or killed for truth—
crushed under the chariot wheels
which she travels to her kingdom?" The
stake-fires and the scafiold belong to her.

On the other hand, the love of man alone
grows weak. It trims and moulds and
travesties the truth to suit men's whims.
Do you want truth to be this?> Then this
it shall be to the faithless and lazy soul.
“The love of truth alone,” he repeats, “is
cruel. The love of man alone is weak and
sentimental. It is only when truth and men
are loved, with the love of God, loved for
his sake, truth loved as his utterance, man
loved as his child; only then is it that they
meet and blend in tolerance.”

Phillips Brooks is right, and, bearing his
words in mind, we must reflect that there
is a danger in churches standing for one-
sided love in this matter; i.c., either to love
men alone or caring little for truth, or to
rebound to the opposite extreme and de-
spise all who agree only with the truth, or
perhaps the mere opinion they love. May
no carthly affection ever drag us down
from the love of man and truth, and from
a life lived for others.—Sel.

with |
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A GREAT CHURCH PAGEANT.

Not\\'ith'standing the march of progress
and the spread of education, there are still
in existence three organisations in Chris-
tendom which believe that Christianity can
be expressed in spectacular display. These
three are the Romish, the Greek, and the
Episcopal Church. All of them are closely
related to each other in ritual and practice,
though differing from each other in cer-
tain important doctrines. Of the three,
the Episcopal Church offends the least in
the matter of the pomp and circumstance
of display. But, though less guilty than
others in this respect, it still clothes iteslf
in Babylonish garments and indulges in
practices which are its heritage from the
source from which it sprang. Its tendency
in this direction is further proved by the
“church pageant” which was intended to
be held in London last month, a full ac-
count of which is not yet to hand. DBut
though the details of the actual display
have not yet reached us, the intended pro-
gramme 1s fully set forth in Pearson’s
Magazine for June, and with sufficient
claborateness to give us a clear conception
of what it really is to be. In this magazine
an official account is given of “the making
of the great pageant of church history.
“This English church pageant, 1t says,
“taking place June 10-16 in the historic
grounds of Fulham Palace, 18 concerned
with all the most glowing and the most
tragic pages of our natlon_al lustoryr—.lt
aims at presenting, In a series of realistic
scenes, the beginnings, the growth. and fhe
development of the church in our land.

The object of the pageant.

show is set forth

ject of this great
jLuc b8 n who says:—"*We

by the Bishop of London,
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want this pageant to be an education for old
and young, and we hope that it will show,
by its pictures of bygone life, and the in-
fluence which religion had upon that life,
something of the struggles and the trials
of those who fought for the faith.” As a
display, the programme promises to eclipse
all modern efforts in this direction, and
will be an education to the people in more
ways than one—probably in a way in which
it was least expected. It is to cost a vast
amount of money, and five thousand per-
formers are to be engaged in setting forth
the principal events in connection with the
history of the church. What the starving
poor of London will think of the church
spending a vast sum of money in this way
is another matter. It is scarcely likely to
bring the church any nearer the masses,
but it is more likely to widen the gap that
already exists. In some respects, however,
it will have an educational effect. It will
show that the Church of England has been
a political as well as a religious institution,
and a great force in the making of the
Dritish nation. It has a record that is
worth reading. However much we may
disagree with the polity of the church, the
fact remains that it has been inseparably
connected with the history of the English
nation much more than it is to-day. For,
in times past, the king was the actual, in-

stead of as now, the nominal, head of the
church.

The origi;z of the church.

The two sections in the Church of Eng-
land—those with and those without lean-
ings to Rome—date the origin and begin-
ning of the church at different periods.
The former would date its history from
the time of Augustine’s visit as the emis-
sary of Pope Gregory, and associate its
origin with the Papacy, while the latter
would place the date further back and
claim an independent origin. But this is
a point which may be left to ecclesiastical
historians to split hairs about. The inde-
pendent student of history discovers that
Christianity was brought to the British
Isles earlier than Augustine’s visit—as early
at least as the Roman invasion. After
Augustine's time, up to the feign of Henry
\'III., the Pope of Rome was the recog-
nised head of the church. -The Romish
faith was the recognised and popular reli-
gion. It is quite true, however, that the
English people never took kindly to the
dictation of a foreigner in religious mat-
ters, and were always a thorn in the Papal
crown. And, if for nothing else, we fancy
this characteristic of the British people will
always save them from acknowledging al-
legiance to an Italian Pope. Hepry the
Eighth himself was a good Catholic when
it suited him, but a very poor one when the
Pope did not accede to his wishes. The
history of the English church would have
been different to-day if the Pope had con-
sented to the divorce of Queen Catherine;
“as it was, the refusal to do an unrighteous
act brought about the severance of the

July 15, 1909

English church from Rome e
throned ‘thc.]’ope and ma(IL.him?my de-
of the English church instead 1?-0“ heaq
(lzltq, the history of the Churcl.1 oflf;l]] that
begins as a Protestant institution "gland
A religion of compromise,

At this time, the influence of Wvelif
and other reformers had made itscl'}d”w
or else the king’s action woulq ﬁot lfc}t'
been so easily consented to. [t rem o
for Queen Elizabeth to widen the ]ﬁ"wd
between Rome and England. e

_ Like |
much-married ancestor, but for a lliﬂ'ergle,rt
reason, she too was offended with the Pope

The English Prayer-book would probably
have had more of Romish doctrine in it
than it has, had it not been for this cir-
cumstance. As it is, the previous attempts
of Queen Elizabeth to please hoth he.r
Protestant and Roman Catholic subjects
led to a compromise. Herzog’s Encyclol.
pedia places the matter before us ‘very
clearly when it says: “The English Prayer-
book being thus the offspring of compro-
mise, contains within itself antagonistic ele-
ments ; its ritual (which constitutes its edu-
cating power), looking towards Rome; its
articles of faith, towards Geneva. As a
consequence of this, the Church of England’
has always contained within itself two
manners of peoples, two schools or parties
—one asserting its Protestantism, the other
claiming its affinity with Rome.” It is
needless to say that this part of the history
of the Church of England will have no
place in the great pageant. ~And yet it
ought to have a‘place if the people are to

understand what the Church of England
really is.

Great events.

Naturally enough, the “great pageant”
will reproduce those scenes in the history
of the church of which it has a right to be
proud. For while it is true that many pre-
lates of the church were merely creatures
of kings, as Cardinal Wolsey was of Henry
the Eighth, yet, on the other hand, there
were those who withstood kings in the
interests of truth and justice.  Stephen
[angton, Archbishop of Canterbury, ff"'
example, has a great name in English his-
tory. It is inseparably connected with the
signing of Magna Charta. He was the
champion of old English customs and 1aw,
and dauntlessly opposed the despotism of

- King John. He was the type of man who

h.as helped to secure for us the measure O
liberty we now enjoy. This great scené
and others like it, figure prominently It
the programme of the pageant. On the
whole, however, one of the most significant
lessons we learn from the history of the
Church of England js that an alliance he-
tween church and state is not in the inter-
ests of truth and justice. As a political
power, it is high time that the Church ©
England surrendered its prerogatives an¢
ceased to pose as the national church of the
English people. No past, however great

can justify it in holding a position which 15



© July 15, 1909

”

alike repugnant to Scripture and common
:

sense.
A great contrast.

The pageant will bring before the people
of England a great array of ecclesiastical
dignitarics, clad in their robes of office.
It will afford the people a spectacle in which
all the pride of pomp and circumstance
will meet the eye, in strange contrast to
the simplicity which was so marked a fea-
ture of the early church. The so-called
successors of the apostles, so variously and
richly clothed, will hardly match the unpre-
tentious Galilean fishermen in their peasant
garbs. ;\n'(l, as we think of these things,
the conclusion is forced upon us that page-
antry is out of place in the Christian reli-
gion. Viewed simply as illustrating the
past history of thc‘ ch}lrch. the pageant
might have some justification, providing
the church had seen the error of its ways
and renounced pageantry in its present
form of worship. As it is, the object of
the pageant appears to us to be to justify
the present in the light of the past—to
justify its claim upon the English people
and perpetuate a form of religion which
history admits is only a compromise be-
tween DProtestantism and Roman Catholi-
cism. The spectacular in religion belongs
to a rude and uneducated age, and should
have no place in a community which pro-
fesses to take the New ‘T'estament as its
rule of faith and practice.

Editorial Notes.

(o]

Ancient Babylon.

No sooner has the student of history
proved (?) the inaccuracy of some Biblical
Statement than the archxologist’s spade
turns up evidence of its truthfulness. Again
and again has this been the case in Pales-
tine, Egypt, Nineveh, and Babylon, The
Adelaide Advertiser of last Saturday con-
tained an interesting article on “Ancient
Babylon,” descriptive of the work of ex-
Cavation being conducted by the German
Oriental Society under the direction bf
Dr. Robert Koldewey, on the site of the
mlghtiest city of ancient times. It is now
evident that the descriptions given by
Herodotus and in the book of Daniel are
not the exaggcrations once supposed.
r’\mong other interesting accounts we are
told that “the very palace in which the
Prophet Daniel so grandly and awfully in-
terpreted to the wicked king the hand-
Writing on the wall has now been discov-
ered,” and a description is given of it. The
Palace itself covered acres of ground, in-
cluding, it is estimated, no less than 200
rooms, and _contained untold treasures.
Commg to the gateway of the palace it-
self, the huge bronze doors swung inward
between great winged bulls, and the visitor
entered the chief audience hall of the
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monarch,

Hcre a stairws:
] stairway led up some
30 feet or g :

B, lh::mléli.lfrt”']“']l(: great thfnnc on
SR lol:gi.“\\ “fthr-mm'(l him were
those of his g)rcd%-() SR iEn o
probably 140 ]fcctc]c(:ssors.l Ih'cfha” e
room for such a I)'1§( lzlll]t( 14<0 ]’c?t'l \\:ulc:
gave 10 all his officers and dancing woran
g S 0 s and dancing women.
['he hall was lighted by windows let- into
the wa.lls', and at night thousands of lamps
lent brilliancy to the scene. “I'he cedars of
LCI-)RITOII spanned the great hall, and in-
scriptions relating to his triumphs met the
monarch as he looked around.” ‘There is
yet much work to be done in unearthing
the ruins of this immense city. Indeed it
has scarcely more than commenced, but
before many years a complete description
of, the ancient capital will be available. We
are living in wonderful times, in which the
history of the past is being read in the im-
perishable records that are being exhumed.
“The-traveller in Egypt can now look upon
the very face of the Pharaoh of the Fix-
odus, and it is thought by many that when
permission can be obtained to examine the
Cave of Macpelah, now so jealously
guarded by the Turkish authorities, the
mummies of the patriarchs of the Hebrew
nation will be brought to light. The con-
clusions of destructive critics are inferences
based on reasoning that may or may not
be right, but the discoveries of archzology
are convincing facts which cannot be re-
futed.

Church Discipline.

It will be readily admitted that our
church discipline is not so strict as it was
in the earlier days of our work in Aus-
tralia. It was not uncommon for a member
charged with drunkenness or immorality
to be brought before the whole church,
which heard evidence and investigated the
case. Church members who absented them-
selves for a few Lord's days from the com-
munion service were remonstrated with,
and in the absence of immediate amendment
were promptly withdrawn from. In those
days if a member felt himself aggrieved
he did not hesitate to move through the
church officers, and many a purely personal
matter was brought before the church au-
thorities, and often before the church itself,
for settlement. As an inevitable result
there was much friction and heartburning,
and whole families were not infrequently
involved in church disturbances. We have
grown wiser, taught by experience, and
difficulties of this kind are no longer com-
mon. But is it not possible that the pendu-
Jum has in some instances swung to the
opposite side, and is there not a danger of
2 broad latitudinarianism doing as much
harm as a too strict discipline? Our fathers
were jealous for the doctrinal and practlca!
purity of the church, and their very faults
sprang out of a desire to keep close to the
ancient landmarks. May it not be that to
some extent our more _“llbernl treatment
or non-treatment of offenders arises from
a relaxed idea of whqt is required, and
that we have ‘unconsciously lowered the
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New Testament standard? Tt certainly will
not be questioned that in many congrega-
tions names are retained on the church
roll that have no right to he there, and as
a result our Conference statistics are far
from reliable, Large churches sometimes
do not even revise their rolls for a number
of years, and persons baptised and received
nto membership are returned on the statis-
tics who have not been heard of for vears.
We are not advocating a return to the ex-
tremes of the past, but we plead for a more
cffective discipline than appears to exist in
some of the assemblies of the present day.
[t is said that theatre-going. dancing,
horse-racing, gambling, etc., are not <o
geunerally condemned as in the olden times,
and that members may now freely indulge
in such things without imperilling their
church relationship. If this is really the
case, it behoves us to speak with no uncer-
tain sound from our platforms and in our
church gatherings. Any church is to be
profoundly pitied that has to fight the
world, the flesh and the devil with such
members in her communion. An assembly
of 50 earnest men and women will do more
effective service for Christ than one with
250 half-hearted ones. It is not numbers
but quality that counts in our work. We
do not advocate the withdrawal from any
Christians merely because they are weak
in the Christian faith and life; but we do
contend that when there is no evidence
of life at all the dead branches should be
removed from the ecclesiastical tree. If
our public teachers ever keep before us the
lofty ideal of the Christian life, and deal
uncompromisingly with the many induce-
ments to drag down that ideal from its
New Testament pedestal, they will do much
to preserve the purity of the church, and
this is the truest discipline.

A Life of Faith.

[ have often likened the seafaring man
to what the life of a Christian should be.
Hundreds of years ago, when men went
to sea at all, the boats always kept “within
sight of shore. Your Syrian or Greek
might be the master of his vessel, but he
could not bear to lose sight of the headland.
1f he got out of sight of shore he did not
know where he was. It is a wonderful
thing at this day that a ship should lose
sight of land for a month together, and
steer entirely by observations of the
heavenly bodies, by chart and compass, and
yet at the end of thirty days that vessel
reaches the port, not within a mile or two,
but comes to the mouth of the harbor as
directly as if the way had been marked
upon the waters. That is just like the life
of a Christian and faith. We ought not to
want to see anything. We walk by faith,
not by sight. \We take our bearings by the
heavenly bodies, and are guided by the
word of God, which is our chart, and by
the movement of the Holy Spirit within,
which is our compass.—C. H. Spurgeon.
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THE SOCIETY OF

Christian Endéavor

‘*For Christ and the Church."”

CoxbpucTep BY A. R. Maixn.

(All correspondence for this department should be
addressed to Suffolk-rd , Surrey Hills, Vic.)

LIFE LESSONS FROM ACTS.
Topic for August 2.
Suggested  Subjects and  Readings.
The need of the Spirit—Acts 12 1-8.
lurning to God—Aects 2: 37-42.
Gaod is not mocked—Acts 5: 1-11.
Spread of the seed—Acts 8: 1-8, 34-10.
2\ chosen vessel—Acts 9: 10-10.
An epoch-making speech—Acts 17: 22-31.
Topic—Life lessons for me from the book of
Acts—NAets 271 18-44.
(Consecration Meeting.)

Some have explained the title of the book as
giving a needed lesson—the Aets of the Apostles.
They did not dream, or think, or pass resolu-
tions, or speak merely, but did something.

Again the book has been called the Acts of
the Holy Spirit. No better lessons, perhaps, can
be noted than those which set forth the work of
the Holy Spirit on the minds and hearts and
lives of men. Chapter 1 gives the promise of
power; chapter 2 tells of the descent of the
Spirit. But throughout the heok the working of
the Holy Spirit is scen. Let us remember as we
read of men who were, i1 Luke's graphic phrase,
“full of the tloly Spirit,” that what happened to
them may be our portion. Nay, more, recollect
that to be filled with the Spirit is an apostolic
command, which cannot be disobeyed with im-
punity.

We have had a good many book studies now:
In no case was the title “life lessons” more ap-
propriate than in this. The book tells how men
in apostolic days received the message of the
Prince of Life, how men passed from death unto
life. Indeed this scems to have been the chicf
purpose of the book.

“God’s Handbook on Revivals.”

So Chas. Yatman styled Acts. It were well
if every preacher so regarded the book. Here we
have cases o1 revivals and of individual conver-
sions which were carried on under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit, and cases morcover chosen
by the Holy Spirit from amongst thousands of
others, because of their special fitness for the
book and its purpose. The closer we get to
these model conversions, the more certain we
shall be of pleasing the Holy Spirit. Y:l.ll’llilﬂ
gives the following hints :—"Every soul-winner
should read this book through once a month,
if possible, and note:

“On first reading—How the Ioly Spirit carried
on the work of Christ.

“On second reading—IHow converts were 8¢
cured. :
“On third reading—How all classes of the

cepls were reached. £ ; .
4 "{)n fcerth reading—How joy and faith and

the Holy Spirit work together.
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“On fifth reading—IHow different results were
had in different places.

“On sixth reading—How
went hand in hand.

“On seventh reading—IHow the first
chapters contrast with the last twenty.”

suffering and  joy

ci_f.’:hl

Character studies.

The book of Acts is exceedingly rich in char-
acter studies. Many helpful little talks and essays
—thumb-nail sketches—may be made. We have
of course Peter and Paul as the most prominent
human actors. These are so very well known
and so striking that they are in no danger of
being overlooked. But others cqually repay at-
tention. Take Barnabas, for example. Acts 11:
24 gives the keynote. See his generosity (4:30) :
his loving confidence (9: 26, 27); his faculty for
introducing others into service—he thus brouglht
forward a greater than himself (11: 23); his

sturdy independence (15: 36-41). His very name

is cloquent. Decause of his wonderful gift in
exhortation the apostles called him “Son of Ex-
hortation. Only a *“good” man can exhort.

The folk knew Barnabas lived up to what he
said.. When he spoke on giving, they remem-
bered the farm.”

“Cristes loove, and his apostles twelve,
He tanghte, and first he folwed it hym selve.”

Consider Stephen, the protomartyr. See how
Luke heaps up phrases in an attempt to properly
describe his splendid character (Acts 6). He
was “full of faith and of the Holy Spirit,” “full
of grace and power.” While all the seven had
to be "men of good report, full of the Spirit and
of wisdom,” in Stephen’s case alone is the de-
scription repeated (6: 5). Philip is an attractive
minor character, noted for ready obedience to
the divine call. e cheerfully left a most prom-
ising field of service for a desert area (Acts 8).
The cunuch whom Philip pointed to Christ is
himself noteworthy. Only a prosclyte, he has
come hundreds of miles to worship God (some
Christians have found a hundred yards a trial
on a misty morning) ; he is a lover of the werd
and reads it; he is a humble man.
Apollos. We have many lesspns. We too should
be *“mighty in the Scriptures.” We too should
be willing to sit at the feet of the humblest
Christian to learn the Lord's will more perfectly.
Priscilla and Aquila, the instructors of Apollos
(please note the lady is mentioned first), were
magnificent specimens of  Christianity. Keen,
were they not?  The preacher did not have it
all his own way with them. Priscilla, when she
heard Apollos, thought he was splendid, but not
sound. What did she do? Obh, ye who believe
in candid criticism, learn of Priscilla.  She
waylaid the erring preacher, and—scolded? O,
no: she asked him home to dinner. But you
protest, Acts does not say that. Well, he went
to the home, anyway; and he could not go with-
out being asked. At home the pious wife and
husband led the eloquent preacher into fuller
light. Doubtless Priscilla an(l'hcr hushand will
at last get some of the credit for the mighty
results which came from the preaching of Apollos.
On these two, read Acts 18 Rom. 16: 3.5,
¢ Cor. 16: 19. There are many others in the
book—Dorcas, Cornelius, Lu}ﬂ', Timothy, Silas,
ete. From all we can get life lessons—lessons,

Take again

. Worked by Miss A. Goldsworthy.
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duty, surely it is also this for (he Path o
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ples the Master committed the minis(: hlfs bl
ciliation.  We sce faithful men nn(ly\\‘v) 2
work for him. Their whole-hearted 7
proclamation of the gospel should Spur us o

greater cfforts.  We learn particularly }],.m l.o
was not simply a scection of the chur-ch \:ll'lt
tried to speak of Christ. The apostles nohly"[sl;
their part, but so did the less prominent l)rcthr(A“
Read again Acts 8: 1-5. So the gospel Sl)rk'"l:;'
When John Williams, afterwards m:ll‘lyrc(l"lt.
[Erromanga, went out to the South Seas, he cn.r.
ried with him a few choice bananas from the
hothouses of the Duke of Devonshire, at (|,
worth.

The lesson of example is clear
Con-
omen g
al in e

X ats-
On arrival they had become a rogten

pulp, and were thrown away on a heap as worth-

less. ‘()}1t of Ehcm sprang one plant, vigorous
and fruitful.  The product being re-sown was

the origin of the common banana of the South
Scas that still holds its own among many rivals,
This is a it type of how mission work begins
and spreads. One seed of the gospel sown, one
Gentile convert made, and lo! from that source
the whole district is covered with the knowledge

of God.

*The tree God plants.

The results of the persecutions in Acts should
be noted. God's. work was not hindered, but
increased. The workman died, but the work was
carried on. Tertullian of old put it, in-his “Apol-
ogy”: “Every single drop of our blood springs
up, in some thirty, in some sixty, and in some
an hundredfold.” Scattering but meant a wider
service.  Stephen’s death seemed a terrible calam-
ity, but Saul was soon won. The old saying was
that “if -Stephen had not prayed, the church had
not had Paul.” We cannot help being reminded,
as we read in Acts, or in historigs since, of l]_“‘
critical times of ‘the church, and of the way 11
which difficulties and trials resulted in yet greater
success, of the Saviour's promises: “The gates of
hell shall not prevail,” and “I am with you al-
way.”

Milang, S.4.—On Wednesday, the Endeavorers
held their first anniversary, and had an overflow-
ing audience, The Juniors looked very attrac
tive in white dresses and dark suits. Their pPro-
gramme consisted of action songs, dialoglcs
rainbow scene, and ladder scene by boys: Mr.
Hall presented the red side, the winning side for
the year, with a banner beautifully paintcd and
Two dozen
hymn-hooks were also presented to the Sunshine
Flower, and Musical Committee. The annual
report was presented, and illustrated by 2 G
volving candle chandelier. Miss E. Le Cornth
State Supt. of Junior C.E. for S.A., cam¢ from
Adeliide and gave a most interesting address:

! S
A collection  towards expenses and i
amounted to £2/9/4.

Christianity is not great religion, ©°F e

greatest religion; it is the religion.
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Sisters’ Department..
VICTORTAN.

At the meeting held July 2, a very cor-
dial welcome was extended o Mrs. Gifford
Gordon. Apologies for absence were re-
ceived from Sisters Zelius, Hatty, Easy,
B. J. Kemp, J. Pittman, F. Martin and
Penney. Additions from schools :—Swan-
ston-st., 3; Iawthorn, 1; South Yarra, 5;
North Fitzroy, 13; DBrunswick, 4; More-
land, 2; Footscray, 1. After the business
session of the Executive, the F.M. Super-
intendent, Mrs. Ludbrook, conducted the
united prayer and praise meeting. Miss
Terrell and Mr. Theo. Fischer gave ad-
dresses.  Mrs. Davies spoke upon *“Re-
deeming the Time.” Mrs. P. Pittman gave
a Scripture reading, and Miss J. Craigie
sang a solo. This was one of the most
helpful meetings the sisters have held. The
next meeting will be held August 6, Mrs.
F. M. Ludbrook leading devotional, and
Miss Heinzie contributing a paper.

ITome Missions.—Sisters’ meetings have
been held this month at Warrnambool,
Colac, and Dandenong. At each church
collectors have been appointed and organ-
ised for work. We have been very much
encouraged to receive applications for nine
collecting books. The additions reported
since Conference have been 10 by faith
and baptism, and 1 restored. Visitation
in the country districts has been much re-
tarded by wet weather. We are sorry to
say the funds are in arrears to the extent
of £275—IL,. Pittman.

Hospital Visitation.—Miss Petchey has
paid three visits to Alfred IHospital during
the month; distributed 50 Purc IVords,
Sunday Companion, and various magazines.
Mrs. Morris reports two visits to. Queen
Victoria and one to Melbourne Hospitals;
30 books and papers distributed, also home
comforts.  Mrs. Thurgood, Melbourne
Hospital, four, and Homceopathic Hos-
pital two_visits ; books and magazines, 117,
also home comforts. Members of follow-
ing churches visited :—Bendigo, Colling-
wood, North Richmond, and Swanston-st.
Thanks for books and magazines to Sisters
Chown, Dale, and Anderson, also Ascot
Vale Sunday School for parcel of child’s
magazines and Pure Words. Miss Jerrems,
Children's Hospital, two visits; 75 books
distributed ; donated two pairs of babies’
bootees. Benevolent Asylum, two visits;
donated one jacket and wool for making
bonnet—T, C. Thurgood, Supt. .

Temperance Report.—Our first meeting
was held in conjunction with the Band of
Hope in the South Melbourne chapel, June
10. An enjoyable meeting, with a very
good attendance. The young pcoplc_ gave
the usual programme. Mrs. - Nightingale
gave an address. Our next meeting will
be held in the Footscray chapel.—C. Sharp,
Supt.

Prayer Meeting.—The Middle Park
orcas and Prayer Meeting held their
fourth anniversary at the Temperance

ot Sl Sptr T re
e ek | .tl Iaml ]nnﬁtal)‘llc)mcctmg.
G ‘l read a paper, “Prayer in
5 »and Mrs. Chown one entitled
Prayer Habits of our Savi “ il
sccrc'mry i r Saviour. I'he
i ouic( ‘P 1§[ orcas teport for the
e e \. Martin, Sec.
sisters present,  Sts gamerts aish, oo
i ""lrmc‘ it Six g:}rmcnts ﬁl}lshc(l, and
1 g nts cut and sent to Brighton and
Middle Park Societies, which have very
kindly offered to make them for us. 5/—
donated by Mrs. Zelius for General Dorcas
work.—M. Craigie, Supt.
p Foreign. Missions.—On May 17, the
I').)l. C()mn}n‘ltcc held a special meeting at
l»rlgl}ton. I'he Dorcas Society kindly en-
tertained the Committee at tea in the lecture
hall, the public meeting being held in the
chapel. A. R. Main and 1. B. Verco (from
South Australia) gave fine addresses. Sister
Terrell (missionary elect) gave a brief
talk, The Endeavorers helpad to make the
meeting interesting by singing and readings.
F. M. Ludbrook, as evangelist, presided.
Another meeting was held in Lygon-st., on
June 17, when over 70 were present. DBro.
Bagley, as chairman, gave the Committee
a very hearty welcome. The-addresses by
Sister Terrell and C. M. Gordon were very
highly appreciated, as was also the sweet
singing of Miss Gena Allen. The sisters
are asked tc watch the Cnrrstian for
notices of meetings at which Sisters Mary
Thompson and Edith Terrell will speak.
Any church or sisters’ meeting wishing
for a visit, please commfinicate with Mrs.
F. ‘M. Ludbrook, DBay-st., DBrighton—

H.C.L.

Foreign Missions.

Letter from H. . Strutton.

We are spending a good deal of time
now at Diksal, as there are numerous re-
pairs necessary to the outhouses, and we
are also sowing the first crop and making
ditches and earthen banks to retain the
rain water, so that the well may be fully
supplied, even in the hot season, witl} water
drained from other fields, which will per-
colate through the rock and, perhaps, en-
sure a sufficient supply to irrigate from.
We also have a new preacher on trial there,
Tabaji Krishnaji, who visits a village every
morning, and preaches near by in the even-
ings. .

We have had very heavy rain, accom-
panied by severe storms, during the past
week. More rain has fallen in the time
in this district than has for over twelve
years. At Diksal we had eight inches ir
seven days, and the amount recorded here
is over ten inches, more than half of the
annual average. One of the results ‘of the
storm and rain has been seen at Tandal-
wadi, where the school-house roof has col-
lapsed, with part of the wall of one side.
Our bungalow here lost about twenty tiles.
You will get some idea as to the severity
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of the storm when I mention that along the
road between Baramati and Diksal, trees
ol twenty or thirty vears' standing were
cither blown up, roots and all, or, as we
noticed in about fifteen or twenty places,
the trunks snapped several feet above the
ground.  However, every one is very
happy over the prospects of a really good
monsoon. Rain is general almost every-
where, and now that there has been a slight
break, people are sowing the first crop.

I have put in several acres of cotton at
Diksal. The rain held up there nearly a
week ago, and I put the two pairs of bul-
locks, and the two men on to sowing at
once. They will return to DBaramati in a
day or two for the fields here, which were
ploughed and got ready in the hot weather.

We return to Diksal for four days to-
morrow a.m. We are putting repairs to
the Tandalwadi school in hand at once; it
should only mean closing it for a couple
of weeks, and for that time Vinayek will
join \Wamanrao in village preaching round
about here.

We have had three births here since last
report; a son to Vinayek Powar; and a
daughter each to Narayen and Shunker.

We have been asked to open an English
school at Diksal. The station master there
says that he can promise us 30 boys whose
parents wish them to study English. If
we are able to secure a Christian graduate
or a matriculated master we may open the
school, as the fees paid would clear tuition
expenses.

Baramati is also asking for a school;

" they want us to open a technical one

and teach weaving, carpentry, blacksmith-
ing, drawing, etc. The difficulty in the
way is that we have not sufficient time at
our disposal to attend to all that such a
school would require of us, for the present.

The piospects of good harvests for this
vear in India are, so far, better than they
have been at the same period for about
twelve years. In this district we have had
as much rain during the past fortnight as
generally falls for the first two months of
the monsoon. Our vearly average is but
twenty inches, and we have had more than
ten already.

June 14, ‘09.

To do good is to repel every enemy and
to answer every sneer.—Dr. Parker.

I would give nothing for that man’s re-
ligion whose very dog and cat are not the
better for it—Rowland Hill.

Do not think it wasted time to submit
ourself to any influence which may bring
upon you any mnoble feeling.—Ruskin.

All true spiritual life must widen the
soul: the more we live with Jesus the more
impossible will it be for any of us to be
narrow. We want to be as broad in our
sympathies and in our views as he was;
and neither broader nor narrower.—/. R.
Harris. '
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South Africa.

Namiwawa (Zomba District).—Am glad again to”
report that the Lord is still blessing us and the work
here. Last Lord's day two were added to the Lord
in baptism, and our meetings were well attended. At
breaking of bread 112 were present, and at the gospel
meeting 186. We ask your prayers, brethren, for ns
in this country. We are always praying to God for
a white teacher to come here for this battle, and we
believe if it would please him he will send us some-
one. We are all well, but remember us in your
prayers. May the Lord bless you all in Christ.
—ELLERTON M. KUNDAGO, May 3I.

o

New Zealand.

Lower MouTeRE.—]. G. Price is now laboring
with the church here, and since coming one young
man was baptised, and received into the church.—C.
LiMMER, June 28.

DouxepiN.—The annual offering for Home Missions
was taken up on Lord's day, July 4. In view of this
a rally was held in the Tabernacle on the previous
Thursday. Members of the Dunedin and suburban
Churches of Christ were present. Addresses dealing
with the importance and needs of the work and the
responsibility of each member to assist were given by
T. H. Mathieson (Oamaru), T. Arnold (vice-president
Conference Executive), J. M. Routledge (treasurer
Home Mission Committee) and W. J. Hastie (Taber-

nacle), and two anthems were rendered by the N. E ~

Valley choir. The previous Friday evening the choir
held their second social evening of the year. It has
been decided to hold a mission in the Tabernacle at
an early date, to be conducted by Bro. Hastie.—
L.C.].S., July 5. :
CHRISTIAN WOMEN's BoArRD OoF MisSioNs —The
work of organising-auxiliary branches of our society
is still in progress. At the time of our Easter Con-
ference we had eight auxiiiaries; since then four
others have been organised in different centres. We
are praying and trusting for a great spiritual awaken-
ing among our sisters in New Zealand. We are sure
that God will mightily use us, when we have made
his will ours. We have under consideration the pre-
paring of a syllabus, for our N Z. Society, so that we
may all be found studying the same theme at our
monthly meetings. Our finances will of course in-
crease with the augmenting of our numbers. Our
first quarter’s receipts were considered very satisfac-
tory, and a promise of a bright future, in which our
aim will be reached, and we shall have at least one
evangelist in the field we have chosen (New Zealand),
supported entirely by the efforts of the New Zealand
C.W.B.M.—MaRry LowE. -
WELLINGTON SouTH.—Since Bro. Turner left for
Auckland at Easter the work has gone along guietly.
R. A. Wright, M.P., of Vivian-st , has been preaching
to fair andiences. A number of our members have
Jately taken letters of transfer. We have now made
arrangements with a brother to take np the evan-
gelist’s work on Oct. 1, and are going to work up the
district so that the people will be advised of his
coming. The work at Kilbirnie is going ahead. One
young man made the good confession and was bap-
tised. Two ladies have been restored and on
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brother received by letter. The morning meetings
there are better attended now than they have ever
been before.—A.H., July 30.

KirBirnIE, — The Bible School here held its
third aoniversary on Junme 20 and 23. The meet-
ings were all well attended. On Sunday afternoon
the presentation of prizes took place, and Bro. Gray,
from Vivian-st., addressed the scholars. Bro. Nimmo
conducted the singing, and the scholars responded
heartily, the sioging at all the services being excel-
lent. Bro. Hazell preached acceptably at night. On
Wednesday night the scholars’ tea and entertainment
were a great success. The secretary's report showed
that the roll number was 120, with an average atten-

dance of 80. The highest attendance for the year.

was 94, and the mark aimed at was 100, so the
numbers were not far short. A copper has been
erected through the generosity of the brethren, and
the sum of £15 has been collected toward building a
room for the infant class. This class has a roll of 50,
with the excellent average of 38. During the evening
Bro. Hearle, superintendent, who is also the teacher
of the infant class, was presented a handsome marble
clock as a wedding present from the scholars. * Bro.
Hardham made the presentation. Kilbirnie is be-
coming noted for its successful anniversaries, and it
is expected that the work will make good progress
this year.—A.H., June 27.

—_ 00—

Victoria.

Brunswick.—Total confessions for the mission, 17,
one being restored. Bro. Jenkin briefly addressed the
converts and received them into fellowship. Splen-
did meeting at worship, when J. Baker, from North
Fitzroy, conveyed congratulations from the brethren
there for the success we had achieved, and afterwards
exhorted. The building was packed at night, when
C. Quick resumed preaching. Special praise is due
to the missioner, Bro. Bagley, and to the organist,
Sister Annie Barnden, who was untiring in ber efforts,
W.T., July 13.

FREE KINDERGARTEN CENTRE, NTH. MELBOURNE.
—There has been a steady progress, with an average
attendance for June of 26, with 35 names on the roll.
Nurse Terrel has pronounced the Kinder free from
contagious diseases. 13 mothers attended the moathly
meeting held on June 30. The band of voluntary
workers is increasing, and several young sisters haye
come to the assistance of the director during their
midwinter yacation. The hon. supervisor continues her
faithful oversight, and has expressed her satisfaction
at the progress of the work. We desire to thank all
the friends who bhave visited the centre and con-
tributed by gifts, small or large, and the Doncaster
« Benevolent Society "' represented by the following :
—MTr. and Mrs Tully, Mr. and Mrs. G. Gordon,
Mr. and Miss Petty and Mrs Smedley, for gifts of
flowers, fruit, milk, biscuits, pastry, books and toys.
Mrs. E. H. Chown gave a parcel of children'sclothes,
cards, etc.; Miss Hill, a parcel of clothing; Mrs. Had-
dow, half a dozen shirts; Miss Darnley, half a dozen
towels ; Mrs. Campbell (Lygon-st.), parcel of clothing ;
Brother (South Yarra), 2/- in cash, aod three mallets.
A. D. ALLAN.

St. ARNAUD —A very painful accident happened to
Bro. Tuck's little girl last week. S.he fell over a
kettle of boiling water, and is lying ‘senogsly ill in the
hospital. We all deeply sympathise with Bro, and
Sister Tuck. The Orange T.odge celebmtio?s took
some from our meeting yesterday, but despite that
fact we had a good time.—]July 12.
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SouTH MELBOURNE —The mi
evening, when Bro. Quick ad
meeting. Total nu :
Lord'sgday morning giﬂM‘;{n:o"hSSlous, four,
: ell eXhorteq th !
very acceptably. Bro. Stevens (Who leay, € churcy
for South Australia on a two months' le;“,es this Week
owing to ill-health) preached a powerfule;’f absence
‘* Saving Faith," after which two ladies i
good confession.—SamuerL NorTHEAST, Jul;n::e the

CarLTON (Lygon-st).—On Sunday morni'
were pleased to have Bro. and Sister 0 :
family, from Derby, Bendigo, who bave ent
business in this district, and purpose puttin
membership with us. H. Swain exhorted ¢
acceptably, and Bro. Bagley resumed hi
night after nearly three weeks' preaching
wick.—].McC.

GEELONG.—Both services were well attended yes.
terday. At the close of the evening service, one
young man and two young ladies made the great con-
fession. We have been pleased to receive into our
midst Bren. Briggs and Robertson, from the church
at Nth. Fitzroy.

CHELTENHAM.—Splendid meetings lately, with
visitors Bro and Sister Gibson, North Carlton ;
Bro. Roy Le Page, Northcote; Bro. and Sister
Sharp, Brighton. The Bible Class have just held
their annual social. The report by F. Butler showed
increased attendances and interest. In a nice speech

ssion Closad o .
dressed 5 fa'n ;:::g
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ur,

B we
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ered inlo
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- Bro. Butler presented the evangelist with a_beautiful

large framed group of the Bible Class,and ia doing so
spoke of the gratitude of the class for the labors
expended by their president. Bro. Fischer was
completely taken by surprise, and suitably responded.

* Soutn RicHMOND (Balmain-st.). — The mission
closed with fifteen confessions and one young man
restored to fellowship, = The last week saw the best
attendances and interest. Bro. Gale and the whole
church worked well. An earnest spirit prevailed
throughout. A thanksgiving meeting will be held
next week.—G. P. PITTMAN.

FiTzRoy TABERNACLE.—Good meetings. Fine ad-
dress from Bro. Davis, Bible College, morning, and
Linley Gordon evening. Prospects good

SouTH YARRA.—W. Meekison exhorted the church.
Four were received into fellowship. W. Nightingale
addressed a meeting of men at 3 30, and in the even-
ing delivered an excellent address on * Christian
Unpiop," at the close of which one young woman
made the good confession before a crowded ‘meetiog.
Two were also immersed, making a total of 13 con-
fessions and one restored. Eight of the additions
are (rom the S.S. We are greatly indebted to the
following choirs for their valuable belp in their turn:
—Windsor, Prahran, St. Kilda and Brighton. Their
assistance and co operation were very much appre-
ciated.—T.M, July r1.

NEWMARKET.—The 26th S.S. anniversary was held
in the Kensington Town Hall, on June 27 and 29
From 6co to 8o people were present on each occasion-
Lin'ey Gordon and H. Swain delivered powerful
addresses. Bro. Barnden, of Brunswick, trained and
led the children in thejr singing. The entertainment
was a great success The superintendent, Bro. Alford,
Was presented with a beautiful writing-case, and Miss
Bragge received a Bible from herclass, On Thursday
a tea and bioscope entertainment was given. The
school is well managed, and i growing. The churcB

meetings are improvin ing services aré
well attended, A

c Wil .
obt;:z;:;o:‘ The church has peen successful if

he services of T, M, Davis, of St. Kilda.

/
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Bro. Davis exhorted the church las.t L'.ord's day, and
spoke in the afternoon. Splendid interest.—A.A.,
July 12 - Sy Sl E

Mzngprru.-—Splcnd:d interest l.S bemg mau'lfesfed
in the gospel meetings. Bro.'Shlpw'ay is delivering
very forcible addresses on a series entitled ** Mountain
Heights of Scripture.’” On July 4 a young lady
made the good confession, and on last Saturday even-
ing was baptised. Some fifty in number assembled,
among whom were some who had never before wit-
nessed the ordinance Good meetings last Lord's
day.—A. McKay, July 12.

DinyARRAK —We were pleased to have with us in
fellowship to-day H. Clipstone, from the Bible
College, and E. Edwards, evangelist from Border-
town. The former presided at the Lord’s table,
while the latter exhorted the church from Isaiah 43:
10, "' Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord.” It was
_ ‘good to be there. In the afternoon, Bro Edwards
gave a stirring deliverance of the old-time gospel to
a good congregation. The monthly visits of our
evangelists are indeed times of refreshing to us in
these remote parts.—L R., July 11,

StaweLL —The work in the town is progressing
very favorabiy. The evening services are improving,
despite the state of the weather. We are specially
interested in a number of families, and believe that
they are interested in us. We have started a school,
and that too is making statisfactory progress. We
hope through it to get a footing in several families.
We would again draw the attention of interstate
travellers to the great advantage of a break of the

railway journey at Stawell, and if such break were to"

include a Sunday we would come in for some of the ad-
vantage. If change of work is as good as a holicay we
will endeavor to help them to enjoy a good one. We
recently had a visit from Bro. Clow, of Maryborough,

who preached for us on one Sunday.—A.P.AB,
July 12

~ _0—
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South Australia.
Norwoop,—We had good meetings yesterday.
The offering for Foreign Missions is now over £30.
The Simultaneous Mission is being fairly well
attended. We had three confessions at our gospel
service last night.—A, C. RaNKINE, July 12

GRroTE sT — Our Junior C.E. Society held their
annual meeting this morning. Miss Kemp, of N.A.,
gave a very interesting address. The anniversary
services will be continued on Wednesday evening.
Our atten?ance this morning was not quite so large as
usual. The F.M cffering did not reach the amount
we desired, but is still coming in; £45 bhas been
received so far. Bro. Thomas preached to-night.
Splendid sermon and good congregation. Our S.S.
commenced practice to-day for Conference service.
The Adelphian literary competition will be held at
Grotest., July 22, 27 and 29, We hope to see large
attendances.—E.R.M., July 11.

HENLEY BEACH.- Our meetings keep up well, mid-
Week meetings being particularly good. We were
asked by the F.M. Committee to try and raise £5 on
July 4. The offering has reached £6/10/-. T. H.
Brooker gave a helpful address on that date, and
H. . Horsell delivered the gospel message at night.
uly 11, Tra Paternoster kindly assisted us in the
morning and A. Fischer at night.—H. J. HORSELL.

York.—]. W. Cosh preached the gospel on July 4.
We had the pleasure of fellowship with R. J. Clow,
of Maryborough, Victoria, to-day. Our brother gave
8 good gospel address at night. We expect to reach
our F.M. apporiionment of {15.—H. J. HORSELL.

szosrzcr.—Last Sunday we celebrated our S.S.
anniversary, The writer spoke in the morning, D. A.
Ewers gave a fine address in the afternoon, as did
W. Jackson at night. Al the services were well
attended, especially that in the afternoon, when the
secretary's report was read, the scholars rendered
several choruses and recilations,

it and the prizes were
distributed.—A. M. Lupsroox

KAD!NA.—We had a splendid congregation to hear
the gospe.l to-night. The writer gave an address on
‘' A Hospital of Waiters.” Four made the good con-

fession, and one young maa was baptised.—E. G.
WARREN, July 11.

(o]

Tasmania.

SoutH Roap —We are glad 1o say that the morn-
ing meetings are well attended, and also the gospel
meetings. E. Taylor preached last Lord’s day, and
we expect A. Taylor next Sunday. We are much in-
debted to these brethren for their help Gospel
meetiogs are still being held at Preston. Many
thanks are due to J. Byard, who bas kept the meet-
ings on while W. Way is at Mole Creek. Our
Sunday School is progressing.—RoOBERT  HUTTON,
July 10.

PriMrosE Park.—Last Lord's day Bro. Hutton, of
South Road, met with us, and exhorted the brethren.
In the afternoon he addressed the Sunday School.
The children contributed their offerings for Foreign
Mission, the amount realised being f1.—A. R.
TAYLOR, JULY 6.

o
O

Queensland.

VERNOR.—We were cheered by a visit from C. M. F.
Fischer, of Bundamba, last Sunday, who exhorted us
on ‘' The Test of Discipleship” in the morning, and
in the evening spoke on behalf of Foreign Missions
to a good audience, and was attentively listened to.
We sadly need evangelistic aid here in order to spread
the gospel.—O. ADERMANN, July 3.

WoorooLIN.—-It is now 14 months since we left
Vernor and came to settle in this district. In all, nine
members left Vernor church, We have maintained
our position and gained one in number. We had with
us Bro. Siichting for three weeks in June, from Vernor,
who addressed us on two Lord's days. We had com-
menced to remember our Lord's last wish every
alternate Lord’s day since we came here, but on the
recommendation by letter from Bro Collins (Brisbane
church), and also as suggested by Bro. Siichting, we
have now formed ourselves into a church and elected
our officers We ask for a continuance on vur behalf
of the prayers of the brethren that we may increase
in number to the honor of King Jesus There is a
large field here available and plenty to do for a real
earnest and energetic worker, if there’should be any-
where one on the look out for a place to distioguish
himself and is prepared to make a sacrifice. We
have also commenced a Sunday School, and have
already 10 scholars, with a gocd outlook for more.—
J. H ADERMANN, July 3. .

CHILDERS.—Our anticipations have not beea fully
realised in regard to the pumber of increase, still we
have four additions to report. Two were immersed
by Bro. Thompson, over sixty beiog .presefut at the
service. Two others have been received in, one of
these from the Baptists. This brings our member-
ship to twelve. A prayer meeling has bt.aen started,
and the Sunday School increased by nine.—R.H.,

July 5.
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Toowoossa.—Interest all round well maintained.
Mission services held at Sister Anderson’s house at
Oakey, many neighbors present. Mr. Anderson made
the good confession. Usual preaching and visiti~g at
Mt. Tyson. Mr. McIntyresoimpressed that he after-
wards decided, and our Bro. Quire drove him into
Toowoomba, and he was baptised. Two confessions
at Tanonymorel. We have been much encouraged
since taking up work at Tanoymorel A youog men's
students' class has been formed at Toowoomba, and
bids fair for useful preachers,— Lewis A. Hoskixs,
July 1.

(o]

New South Wales.

Broken HirrL.—We held our quarterly church
meeting on the 5th inst. Good number of members
present. Bro. Wright presided. The writer gave
the secretary’s report, which was very encouraging.
Increase for qoarter, 53; by baptism, 42 ; by letter, 5;
restored, 2; from Baptists, 4; total membership, g2.
Bro. Hunt gave treasurer's report, which showed
a small balance in hand. Bro. Mossop’s report on
the building fund was also considered satisfactory.
Bro. Tuck spoke of work done for quarter. An out-
line of S.S work was given by Bro, Mossop, superia-
tendent, stating that rapid progress was being made,
and that they were being pressed for class room.

PADDINGTON.—Good meetings both morning and
evening. We received into fellowship by letter from
Hobart Miss Bradley. There were two confessions
at night.—A.E.L, July 4.

MEREWETHER.—The cottage prayer meetings are
still being held at Hamilton. On June 16 wa had
our record attendance, 26 being present. At the
close of an address by Bro. Neville two young women
made the good confession. Sister Mary Thompson,
from India, visited us last Tuesday. Her lecture
* The Women of India" was much appreciated by
a crowded meeting. Our Foreign Mission off:ricg
amounted to £2 —S. G. Gopparp, July 7.

BeLMORE.—Another decision at Belmore Bro.
Browne commenced seven days' mission in the
chapel last night. A crowded meeting.—W.H H.,,
July 5.

ERSKINEVILLE.—On 1st inst. the writer returned to
Erskineville restored in health, after a rest in the
country. We are indebted to Bren. Triglone, J
Crawford and Geoghan and local brethren for plat-
form work duriog the evangelist's absence. On 4th
inst. a baptised be.iever was received iato fellowship
On the same day Bro. Colbourne began an eight
days' mission. Good meeting, ooe confession. On
sth another good meetiug and another confession,
The brother who coofessed Christ on Sunday was
baptised.— H G.P., July 5. <

Continued on page 390.

“The Relation of Baptism to the
Blood of Christ.”

T~
G. L. BURBER.
>

We have reprinted this splendid pamphlet, which
puts the way of salvation so forcibly
and yet so lovingly.

2d., post free. Quantities at reduced rate.




The Schant of the Isle.

By Alice Louise Lee.

CHAPTER IV.

INPORTANT STRANGER TFROM
PHILADELPHIA.

With trembling fingers Maria smoothed her
hair and pinned on her hat. Despite her anxiety
to see Aaron she had no desire to swell Cassie’s
budget of news; therefore she waited until her
late informant had disappeared over the brow

of the hill before hurrying down to the cliff
cove.

THE

At the top of the cliff she turned to the right
and paused irresolutely on the natural rock
steps by which Aaron descended to his sea re-
treat.

The cliff cove was typical of Aaron in more
ways than that of its isolation. The other is-
landers, mooring their dories in the harbor, pul-
ling their small boats up on the beach, piling
their lobster-pots anywhere, had seen in the cove
only a jumble of useless rocks jutting out into
deep water. Aaron had seen in it the possibilities
of a safe retreat difficult of access for the in-
quisitive rusticator, a private harbor where he
could gather around him all his property which
pertained to the sea, and where he could work
unmolested. i

To this end he had successfully battled with
nature. He had dynamited the rocks until a safe
moorage was provided for his boats. He had
riveted to the boulders a plank landing which at
high tide ran far down into the water. Against
the wall of the cliff he had erected a two-storey
fish-house with a place for every bit of fishing-
tackle, and everything in its place, well cared
for.

His neighbors viewed the results with time-
honored comments. “Aaron’s in luck to think
of this,” they told one another. Reuben added
sullenly, “He’s more in luck to have the money
to do it with.”

Now in preparation for his Portland trip
Aaron’s dory was tied up beside the landing,
partly filled with dried fish. This cargo he in-
tended to take as far as Boothbay by the smooth
“inside passage.” There he would leave his
dory and go by train to Portland. On the seat
of the boat lay the old satchel and the cane.

Aaron himself was busily sorting fish and
tying them into bundles. He stood in fron't of
a long wooden rack or “flake” spread thickly
with the sun-dried catch. He worked with ap-
parent slowness, bent slightly forward, an atti-
tude made habitual by the shorter leg.

“Aaron’s as slow as Reuben,” the islanders
argued sagely; “and, if he wa'm’t s’ lucky, he
could never git s° much done.”

They overlooked the fact—all except Maria—
that back of Aaron’s movements was a strength
and sureness which accomplished things, and
which Reuben did not possess. There was als.o,
back of the strength of arm, a strength of will
and purpose which his brother also lacked. g

Unfortunately, however, Aaron had one point
of weakness to which Reuben was a stranger.

Mr. Asa Brown, coast missionary, recognised
it, and had mentioned it once to Maria. The
coast missionary was apt to tell to Maria the
thoughts that he guarded from the other is-
landers.

“Aaron is handicapped by his diffidence,” said
the missionary. “If he believed in himself half
as deeply as I believe in him, he'd show himself
the man that he really is.”

Maria had made no reply.

“It’s that bad leg that's dome it,” Mr. Asa
continued. “He’s the only cripple on the island:
and in his boyhood, I imagine, cvery one re-
garded him frankly as useless.”

“Yes,” admitted Maria simply, “almost every-
one did.”

Mr. Asa pondered over that reservation. Then
he continued thoughtfully: “And now he has
proved himself the most efficient man on the
island; but the old diffidence clings to him, a
barrier against companionship. What he needs
is to be with people who value him for what he
is and will ignore the way he walks.”

Again Maria had made no reply.

But, as she stood on the rock step, a portion
of Aaron’s diffidence assailed her; and it was
with difficulty that she raised her voice above
the voice of the surf - pounding against the
boulders below. ‘“Aaron; Aaron.”

Aaron raised himself quickly, and looked up.
At the sight of the small blue-clad figure above
his face lighted unmistakably, and his eyes
brightened. “What is it, Mariar?” he called,
hastening to meet her.

Maria stepped lightly from boulder to boulder
toward him. Her cheeks flushed softly, but she
spoke directly of what was on her mind—the
entering of Aaron’s house the previous evening.

Aaron listened with a puzzled face. He re-
moved his hat, and ran his fingers through his
shortened hair, glancing occasionally at the sat-
chel in the dory.

“The man, whoever it was,” finished Maria,
“stood there so long that I got mnervous. It
looked queer; but, when I saw the match struck
in your room, I was sure it must be you until
Cassie said just now you were down to Seth's
when Joe came in.”

“That explains,” began Aaron slowly. A
couldn’t recollect pulling that curtain down, but
there it was.”

He broke off abruptly, and explained. “When
I got in last night about ten, T found the shade
of my bedroom window was pulled down clean
to the bottom of the sash, and I couldn’t re-
member doin’ it. I didn’t think much about it,
though, for I was busy gettin' ready to go to-
day. It's queer. Nobody ever comes to the
house—except, of course, Reuben—when he
wants to borrow something,”—Aaron was speak-
ing half to himself,—“and Reuben knows where
to find me dvenin’s when I'm gettin’ ready for
lobsterin'—"

“Then there’s nothing gone? asked Maria,
anxiously. “You didn’t miss money or anything?"
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There the matter was dropped, hut the
terest and caretaking on the one side and th.
touch of confidence on the other made it casie:-
for Maria to refer to the other subject about
which she had come to speak, and gave Aaron
courage to answer her frankly. She approached
the matter hesitatingly, with an absence of her
usual directness.

“I've been thinking about something, Aaron—
I can’t talk it over with Joe—not until it's
settled, that is—some way, I'm not successful in

counselling with Joe——" She leaned over

* hastily, and picked at the moss on the boulder

lest Aaron should see that she was swallowing
a lump in her throat.

He shifted his position uncasily, and scanned
the distant passage between the Georges. 2

Maria disposed of the lump, and stood erect
once more. “You see I feel I must do the best
I can for Joe,” she went on firmly. “Maybe I
have -not done right holding him back from
charging much on freight and errands for our
folks here.”

“I guessed all the while it was you," muttered
Aaron, “and not Joe.”

“I couldn’t bear to charge old neighbors much;
and then T thought, if Joe was easy with the
charges, it would make up for his—" She
checked herself. Never had she spoken in this
strain of the captain before. She fell to pulling
moss again, :

But Aaron understood, and answered her un-
spoken thought. His answer included more than
Joe, perhaps; for a shadow crossed his face, and
his gaze again searched the Georges. “J's hard
work, Mariar, tryin’ to buy folks’ regard.
guess it's one thing that can’t be bought.”

“No,” responded Maria faintly. “I sc¢ my
way hasn’t bought it for Joe, and it's my Wa¥™
he thinks—that's left him without money;
must do the best I can for him with what money
I have” ’

“Mariar, no!” protested Aaron hastily-
understood the captain so well. ol

She stood up straight on her rock pedcatﬂ‘;
a brave little figure, her blue sailor hat .?(]
straight and prim above a face glowing ik
unselfish purpose. “Yes, with my
have about £400, all ‘that's left of what
had. T want to put a gasoline engine M 7,
Servant of the Isle, so Joe can bid for the
WIII four hundred do it, or shall I have 10 '
in debt?” The words tumbled out eagerly Lt

He
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uf wanted to ask you if you would sce about it
Portland—you have the judgment that Joc

i

;::cks——if it’s not too much lroul_)lc :

Aaron interrupted gently. “Nothing would be
too much trouble that you '\v:mlc(l me to do,
Mariar, but let's stop and think 4 minute about
riggin’ the Servant of the !slc with an engine.”

Maria locked her hands in front of her with
an unconscious sigh of relief, but at Aaron's
first words her face fell.

“Mariar,” he began slowly, “it wouldn't pay.”
The reasons he set forth so clearly that his
auditor felt their force. Tirst, the Servant of
the Isle was too old and the hull too rotten,
Secondly, she was too small to meet the demands
of the rapidly increasing freight and passenger
traffic, even if the captain sccured the carrying of
the mail. “And besides, Mariar, Reuben would
likely go and put a bigger boat ‘on, just as he's
intendin’, and underbid Joe, and then where 'd
all your money be?  You could never haul it
out of the hold of the Servant of the Isle under
Joe's management.”

Away off between the Georges appeared a
mere speck on the surface of the sea. Maria's
eyes were turned in that direction, but she could
not see the approaching speck. The lump had
risen again in her throat, and her fingers were
tightly intertwined. Aaron looked up at her
as long and steadily as she regarded the distant
speck, but his eyes saw.

“Don’t worry, Mariar,” he said at last. “I've
got a sort of an idear in my head that may—
well, may help you out. Wait till T get back
from Portland. Maybe it's no great of an idear,
but T'll know then.” He hesitated, and turned
toward his fish-flakes. He spoke so low that his
voice was almost lost in the noise of the sea.
“I'd do anything, Mariar, to help you out; I've
never seen the time I wouldn't.”

Maria heard, but made no reply. Without
further speech she climbed the rocks and sought
the path, her face turned up the hill. Aaron did
1ot look back, cither, until his dory had shot out
of the cove and was parting the water with a
steady movement, driven on by its powerful little
Cflgilw. Then he turned and scanned the hill-
side, and waved his hat. Maria stood in the
doorway.  She glanced guiltily down at the
houses on the harbor, and then, responding with
a flutter of her handkerchicf, hastily went inside
and closed the door. Her face v as flushed.

“ e b
{ hope,” she murmured, “that Cassie didn't
see,”

l} was an hour before Maria allowed herself

another look out-of-doors; and, when she did,
she saw that the speck approaching by way of
the Georges had resolved itself into a little Jaunch,
the Rising Sun, welcomed from Portland to
Eastport. It was the house-boat belonging to
Mr. Asa Brown, coast missionary.
. The coming of the missionary was a great event
I the isolated settlements along the coast where
his }vork lay. In Muskegus, the outmost island
sentinel of that part of the sea, he was often the
only visitor for months at a stretch after the
departure of the summer boarders.

Maria felt the stir of excitement that presently
Pervaded the island. She took a hasty inventory
Of her pantry stock, and then climbed the steep,
MIrow  stairs, and threw open the doors and
Windows of her spare chamber.
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“Now that A

aron’s gor 1
crad gone he'll probably lodge

; shf: told herself confidently. Usually he
odged with Aaron and ate with the Packers.

'A\.Iari:lr! Mariar! Be ye to home?” yelled an
excited voice.

Maria put her head out of the window. A
small barefooted boy stood Dbeneath
one begrimed
foot.

i , scratching
; shin with the toes of the other
His voice contained the shrill note passed
down to him from his grandmother Cassie.

“Parson's come, Mariar,” he shouted. although
her 'hcud was not a half-dozen feet above hin.
“He's brought along an orgin that ain't a quar-
lt:r's big’s yours, but it can make 'nuff sight
bigger noise, 'n’ he's goin’ to shift it over t’
,scvhoolh'ousc " have a meetin® at seven o'clock,
" youre to come and play it!” .

Having poured all this out in one breath,
Silas Green the second raced down the hill, hent
on finding some one clse who had not heard of
the wonderful portable “orgin,” and nearly fell
over Mr. Asa Brown climbing the path to Maria’s.

“Hello, there, Si!” greeted the missionary.

“Hello, yerself!” returned.the youngster joy-
fully, showing all his teeth. Every one—except
possibly Reuben—smiled at the sight of the coast
missionary. The latter’s high opinion of Aaron
was an offence to Reuben.

Mr. Asa Brown was a young man, full of
activity and helpfulness. Himself the son of a
fisherman, he was acquainted with the dangers
and privations, the isolations and superstitions,
of the coast life, and scemed a part of that life
still, despite his college education and ministerial
training. Contrasting him with former mission-
aries of short and unpopular service on the
coast, Seth Green summed up the difference
well, and from his standpoint wisely. “Asa hain't
had all he knew eddicated out of ’im. He can
lend a hand with us at anything.”

The missionary repeatedly proved the truth
of Seth’s assertion. As he talked with the men,
he “lent them a hand” with their work. If they
were weaving  lobster-pot  heads, he wove as
skilfully as any. He was scecond to none in the
management of a boat, cither motor or sail. He
could show as fine a haul of fish any day as the
best of them, and salt it down as quickly: but
for anything like real companionship on Mus-
kegus the missionary sought the hillside cottages.

Only one now stood open to receive him, its
mistress smiling a welcome from the doorway,
and Mr. Asa Brown swung his hat in response,
and quickened his pace.

“I'm fairly homesick on the island without
Aaron,” he told Maria a little later, as they sat
down to an early supper. “And if I should hap-
pen on here some time when you and he were
both gone, I should be tempted to turn the prow
of the Rising Sun back toward the main.” 3 !

It was not often that a bit of appreciation
came Maria’s way, but the pleasure which soft-
cned her eyes was more for the appraisement
of Aaron than of herself. g

After supper, as the missionary stood heside
the south window, scanning Aaron's cottage, he
exclaimed suddenly: “By the way, Miss Packer,
how much land does Aaron own around here?
Does he own the broad shoulder of the hill' over
there beyond his house? That's the most sightly
situation on Muskegus.” )

Maria, disheloth in hand, came to the window.
“Yes, he bought that stretell of Seth Green years
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ago, when the rusticators first began coming
here. T remember Seth asked a big price for it,
not because he thought the land was worth it
but because Aaron had the money to pay. At
that time,” a slight smile curved Maria’s lips,
“the folks said Aaron was queer to buy up so
much land here away from the shore. Now
they say he's lucky.”

The missionary laughed. “Yes, that's about
the way Muskegus people regard Aaron's doings.
Now he owns the land which the rusticators will
want for summer cottages. In fact, yesterday,
over at Long Point, I heard of a man from Phil-
adelphia who is on his way here to look up sites
for summer cottages. You and the captain own
something up here too, don't you?”

Maria nodded. “We own out North here all
ways—the steepest part of the hill. Aaron owns

. the best parts of the hill to build on” She

pointed.  “He owns up to the Government land
around the light, and over yonder to the grave-
yard, and this way to that post just at the corner
of our house, and down the hill to the path.
Aaron's land”"—Maria’s tone was unconsciously
colored with pride—"is all surveyed and staked
into lots ready for buyers.”

*“Um,” said the missionary musingly, as Maria
returned to her dishes. “Of course every move,
then, which_ tends to transform the island into
a summer resort is money in Aaron’s pocket;
and yet"—with a sidelong glance at his hostess—
“he didn't sign that petition. 1 wonder why.”
Cassic had met Mr. Asa Brown as he disem-
barked from his boat, and faithfully detailed the
1news.

Maria stopped with a saucer of milk for the
cat. “No, he didn't sign the petition,” was all
the response she made.

After the dishes were washed and the table
ready for the captain’s supper when the wind
should bring the Servant of the Isle into harbor,
Maria put off her blue calico dress, and donned
her best dress of blue cloth. It was made severely
plain; yet there was in its small wearer a certain
youthful eclasticity of movement and proportion
of form which relieved the primness of the gown.

In the cyes of the islanders Maria had her
little weaknesses in regard to dress.  Reuben
Bristol's wife, on the front seit of the school-
house that night, probed them as Maria took her
place ‘on the platform behind the tiny organ.
“Maria’s shifted into her best dress,” whispered
Mrs. Reuben to Mrs. Seth Green. “She never
misses a chance to show her best clothes.”

Mrs. Seth laughed good-naturedly.  “Well,
Sairy, if you n' me could show off clethes like
Maria can, we'd shift ours oftener.”

“Huh!” snorted Reuben's wife. “What about
her hat? There ain’t another woman on Mus-
kegus Maria's age that would be scen with a Jut
on.”

Mrs. Seth adjusted her bonnet, and made no
reply save to open the singing book and whisper,
“Did the parson give out page eighty or ninety?”

The strains of the song rolled out presently,
and blended with the never-ending concert of the
sed,

“Pull for the shore, sailor, pull for the shore;

Heed not the rolling waves, but bend to the

oar.”
—C.E. World.

To be continued.
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From the Field—contin.

ERSKINEVILLE — During the past week we have
been holding special services in our meeling house in
connection with the simultaneous mission. These
services have been conducted by Bro. Colbourne, and
we b:lieve that a large amount of goad work has been
done. The mettings have been well attended, a large
number of strangers being present every night. For
the week we had tight confessions. We have been
so encou-aged by the attendances that we have
decided to continue the mission another week. All
other departments of church work are in a most
flourishieg condition.—Geo MorToN, July 12

Beryore.—Splendid meeting last night and one
confession, making four (all adults) during last two
weeks. There are indications that our membership
will be further increased shortly.—W.H H , July 12.

Here @;There.

Decisions reported in this issue, 57.

In connection with the S.A. Conference to be held
in September a nnited meeting of the Baptists and
Churches of Christ is to be held in the Exhibition
Building.

‘Will the secretarizs of all South Australian churches,
and also Broken Hill, please remember to forward
their statistics to the Conference Secretary before
Auguost 1st? =

Mary Thompson is expeclted to reach Victoria at
the end of the month, and together with Miss Terrell

will visit the Victorian churches as far as possible

duriog the month of August.

A suggestion has been made by Wm. Charlick for
the S.A. Auxiliary of the British and Foreign Bible
Society to raise funds to send one million gospels of
Luke and Acts for distribution in China either as free
gifts or to be scld at a nominal figure.

Good attendance at Swapston-st., Melbourne, last
Sunday morniog, and excellent address by A. L
Gib-on on **Our Personal Responsibility to God."
The evening meeling was well attended. Bro.
Gordon spoke on * The Ark of Refuge."

Brethren are asked to pray for the mission at
B;ighton, which begins on Sunday. Visitors from

sister churches will be heartily welcomed at the week-

night services F.. M. Ludbrook will be tbe song
leader, and T B. Fischer the missioner. . :
* Many thanks for the extra copies of the Foreign
Mission number. The general get up, and the clean,
clear type, does you credit. We distributed them,

and were successful in securing nine new subscribers.”

_ Lewis A. Hoskins, Toowcomba, Q'd.

We bave in stock six copies of the programme of
{be Centennial meetings in Sydney, issued by the
Centennial Committee. As they are now out of
print, possibly some of the brethren would like to
have these last copies. Price 5d., post free,

A. R. Benn writes: —** There is a slight error in
your quotation of Weymouth’s rendering of Phil. 11: 7
in your leading article of July 1. Your bave there
the word *lightly’ instead of ‘tightly." Just one
letter wrong, but it makes the verse almost meaning-
less. A mispriot, I suppose.”

S.S. Union, Vic. (Churches of Chbris').—Tce 28th
annual demonstration and distribution of prizes will
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take place in the Indepsndent Church, Collins-st., on
Thursday, July 29. Holders of hon, members' cards
are entitled to admission. Obtain one now from
delegates of Union Schools. (See Coming Events.)

The, Melbourne simultaneous missions have so far
resulted in 77 decisions, and there is one mission still
to be held. The wet and cold weather interfered
s:mewhat with the attendances, but considering all
the circumstances, the effort may be pronounced a
decided success. Souls have been saved, the churches
interested and aroused, and the public advertised of
our existence. Even where the direct results are few
an effort of this kind cannot'be made without bearing
good fruit for many days

S A siSsTERS, ATTENTION ! There only remain two
months before Conference, and if we are to raise the
£100 we have promised to raise if possible for Home
Missions, we shall need to move rapidly. Over £40
is still required. Will every sister in every church
please help at once? See your church collector, and
if you have none send direct to Mrs. Ewers, Parker-
st., Mile End, Adelaide. Collectors please send all
money in hand and wake up the other sisters. Mite
Boxes to be in by the first week in September.—E E-

AN ArpeaL.—The General Dorcas Society is
absolutely without funds or material, and just now
there are many calls for help. This sociely is always
willing to aid the poor in our churches to the extent
of its power. It is two years since our last appeal,
but the committee feel it unreasonable to expect the
sisters, who so willingly give their time, paying fares,
etc.,, to be the sole coutributors to its funds, and
earnestly seek the co-operation of our ever-generous
brethren in this matter. Parcels of clean secondhand
or new clothing may be sent c/o Mrs. Dow, Swan-
ston-st. chapel, and monetary contributions to
Mrs. W. C. Craigie, Harcourt-st, Upper Hawthorn.
—M. CraIGIE, President; E. E Hirr, Sec, General
Dorcas.
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God'’s Spirit

BY -
| e the W. C. Morro,
Spirit'sWork,  ma.

New and Second Edition.

This is a most valuable booklet of 86 pages,
neatly printed on feather-weight paper.
CONTENTS :

1. Catalogue of Scripture Passages con-
taining Allusions to the Holy Spirit. This
chapter alone is worth much more than
the price of the book, especially to the busy
Bible student. 2. The Personality of tlhe
Holy Spirit. 3. The Sphere of the Spirit's
Activity. 4. The Miraculous Work of the
Holy Spirit. 5. The Baptism of the Holy
Spirit. 6. God's Spirit in Man's Conver-
sion. 7. The Indwelling Spirit. 8. The
Witness of the Spirit.

Price 6d. post free
Ce——7 ¥ >~

Foreign Mission Fund...

remember our work in India, C.hina,'.]apan,
Fhl:asssuth Seas, and among the Chinese in Aus-
tralia, Donations should be sent to the under-
signed who will thankfully acknowledge all remit-

Lyall, Treas.
nces, . F.M. Ludbrook, Sec., R. Lyall, i
t=ll5l Collins St., Melb. 59 Leveson SL, N. Melb.

July 15 1909

181'188
Colling g
Helbou,.na:'

Sight Teg:
pre:'ahng

SEwine MacHINES,

at £3 70/~ to £9 715/.

with the Machines offered to
you at much higher prices by

travelling Agents.  Comparison
will prove that

WARD BROS. PRIZE A.N.A,

is equal, and in many respects
superior to these high-priced
Machines.

We arrange terms to suit you,
guarantee every machine for
5 years and pay freight to

your nearest Railway Station.

Wrlte for Illustrated Catalog “A"

WAR \ 36-38 ErroL 57 N Mevs

BROS.w/e ke

| Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods.

New Books s

& Magazines
By Mail Steamer
Bvery Week

&

Mechanics’ Institutes and
Libraries  supplied
....at Lowest Rates.....

Sohool and Oollege  BIBLES
Books & Btationery and

@ BHYMN

BOOKS.

M. L. Hutchinson,

GLABGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE.
308-307 LITTLE GOLLINE-ST,, MELBOURNE

L
“The Existence of God’

S pngas, 21 subjects; answers to a judge's proble™

Aty Blatchford, R. Ingersol, E. Haeckel.

+ STEWART, 183 Errol Street, North Melbour’
By post, 74, Vic, Stamps taken.

ne.
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R. H. Bardwell kindly f.orw:uds the following
extracts from a letter received from J. E. Black,
formerly of Hawthorn and Swanston-st. churches,
and now of Albury. We are pleased to notice
the evidences of faithful pioneer work in that
jmportant town, :uulvlrust that a strong church
will soon be established there. “Up here at
Albury, I found a splendid fellow, by name
Henry, who had been connected with the Meth-
odists, but who reding his Bible found out the
right way and went to town and was immersed
py Bro. Swain. The Lord’s day following our
meeting he intended opening a school for the
poor children, and as this is congenial work, I
offered to join him. He had rented a little cot-
tage, whitewashed it, made forms, and had every-
thing ready. We started with ecight scholars,
put after three Sundays’ use it was sold, and we
were out. Nothing daunted, he canvassed his
stable and turned it into a schoolroom, and there
we have met for just on twelve months, and our
school has now 32 scholars on the roll. He and
[ started breaking the loaf in remembrance of
our Lord about the same time, and now we
meet at his house. Our congregation consists
of him and his wife, Mrs. B. Alan and myself,
and a Mrs. McEacharn, who was a Miss Evans,
and belonged to the Glenferrie church. So you
see we are a small portion of the Glenferric
church transplanted to Albury. Besides this,
three Sundays ago we started evening meetings,
he and I taking it in turns to preach. We get
all the school children and some of the mothers.
We have a little organ, and although the singing
is not up to Leidertafel pitch, we make a noise
and do our best.”

Pioneers in New Zealand. .

3 Pollen-st,, Grey Lynn, Ashburton, N.Z,,
June 28.

Re the pioneer Thos. Jackson, his letter from
N.Z. appeared in the Christian Messenger,1845.
In the British Millennial Harbinger for 18s1,
D. 329, there are letters from N.Z. alluding to
Bro. Jackson and the progress at Nelson, N.Z.
Among the converts was Hannah McArthur,
from Nottingham, England, who expresses her
regret for opposing them there. The church in
Nottingham had sent to Nelson a free parcel of
books, the Christian Baptist, etc.; this gift was
highly valued, and with a reciprocity of feeling
and enterprise that is an example to imitate, a
brother sent the price of a similar parcel to
C. Wallis to forward to a friend in England,
and also £10 towards the expense of an evan-
gelist for Somersetshire. In 1830 Bren. Rattray
and McCaul wrote to the Millennial Harbinger,
England, referring to the discontinuance of the
meetings and of the then re-establishment, but
before 1862, to which M. W. Green refers, there
Was another suspension because of a disagree-
ment. Bro. McNair desired to be baptised. Four
of the members, two of them relatives of minr:.
required from him a Christian experience. Tis
reply that he had come to begin to live a Chris-
tian life did not satisfy, and as the rest decided
that he should be baptised they left and became
the charter members of the first Baptist Church
in Auckland, Bro. McNair lived for years @
consistent life, and could with joy in truth give

a Christian experience

i ating f is bapti
My wife and I ey g from his baptism.

: were taught the way of
the Lord and immersed by M. W. Green. My

rcl'anvcs who witnessed our immersion raised
privately the same objection. What of the case
of thc' Philippian jailer? Re Bro. Jackson. He
and his wife came again to Auckland after Bro.
Grcen. left, and about 1880 they left for San
Francisco, from which city I have only heard
from them ‘once. I conclude that they are not
alive now.—EpwiN Cars.

Acknowledgments.

W. W. DAVEY FUND.

Thaokfully received: C. Middleton, North Rich-
mond, £1; J. S. D. Barnes, Homebush, £1; N.R,
2[6; ] Scott, Springvale, Broadford, £2.

FOREIGN MIBSION FUND, N.8.W.

F.M. Sunday Collection—Enmore, £75; Sydney,
£13[2[o; Petersham, £3/r4/t; Auburn, £1/17/5;
Mosman, £5/4/3; Chinese Church, £1/1/-; Canley
Vale, £2/12/-; Hornsby, £5/1/8; Lilyville, £1.

Coming Events.

JULY 28 (Wednesday) —"A Ramble through
Foreign Mission Fields." Limelight Lecture (125
pictures, all new), illustrating phases of mission work
in different parts of the world, at the Christian Chapel,
North Fitzroy, by | W. Baker. Tickets, 6d. and 3d.

JULY 29.—S.S. Union of Victoria (Churches of
Christ). The 28th Annual Demonstration will take
place on this date at 8 p.m., in the Independent
Church, Collins-st. (Dr. Bevan’s). Good programme.
Collection will be taken up during the meeting. All
members interested in the work are asked to reserve
Thursday, July 29, and come. (See Here and There.)

P.

IN MEMORIAM.

SAUNDERS.—In fond remembrance of our dear
loved ones, Albert Edward, who fell asleep at
Bendigo, July 13, 1907; Ruby, who entered into rest
at Maryborough, Sept. 27, 1893.

To memory ever dear.
«The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away
* Thy will be done.”

- —Inserted by the family.

WANTED.

Young married sistcr, recent arrival, well known in
the churches at home, is at libcrt.y to go out py the
day. Experienced in house duties and children.
Melbourne and suburbs. Apply Austral office.

Evangelist to conduct missions during September
and October, in Kaniva district. Applicant to state
salary. Board provided. Apply by end of July to
R. M. Williams, Kaniva, Vic

T FOR. SALE.

Handsome Commuonion Chalice. White metal,
Cheap. Austral office.

When Visiting N 8.W.

t forget.to visit Katoomba, Blue Mountains.
‘¢ g:r;;(:on,"ngs. ] Thompson Terms, 25/- to 30/-
per week Near Sights

Church of Christ, Sandringham, Vic
ship, 11 15 am . Library, Abbott.st. Open-air
go}g:lr:n;rc,d:)g. fsom of Meirose:st, § pm  Brethren
spending holidaysin neighborhood spccmlly welcomed.

The Australian Christian 391

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Comfortable Home. Kept by Sister Hutchison,
** Liskeard,” Cascade-st., Katoomba, N S.W. Terms
moderate.

Sandringham—Lovely mild winter climate. Very
comfortably furnished double and single rooms (bed-
rooms), with use of diningroom and kitchen, in quiet,
refined, Christian home. Winter tariff, double bed-
room, with fire place, 15/-; single, with 2 beds, 10/6.
Board—week ends— 8/6; couple, 16/-. The home is
beautifully situated on the esplanade, 8 mioutes from
railway station. Every comfort. Large grounds,
sheltered with ti-tree, and pine trees for camping,
with use of diningroom and kitchen. *Sister,” Sand-
ringham P.O.

Renowned Sunbeam Strawberry,

7/6 per 100.
This is the time to plant.
For good Fruit Trees send to. ..

ALF. NIGHTINGALE,
EMERALD.

Schreck’s Poultice.

ScHreck, Soxs & Co., proprietors of the above remedy, wish
to inform the public that on account of the wonderful success
attending its use, they have been compelled to open a Branch
and Factory at 235 Gertrude St., Fitzroy, to meet the increasing
demand, where all information and Testimonials can be had.
All wounds and sores will be dressed, free of charge, tetween

9 and 10 a.m.
SCHRECK'S POULTICE

has now established beyond doubt its power to cure long stand-
ing and supposed incurable di es as Tuberculosis, Hip-
di Tumors, Rh i Gout, Hydatis, Bad Legs, Piles,
Raw Eyelids, and all Skin Diseases. Never known (o fail for
Poisoned Sores, Abscess, Boils, Carbuncle, Jar, Whitlow,
Sprain, Burns, Chilblains. One or two applications will con-
vince anyone it has no equal.

Depot : 355 Elizabeth Street.
Branch & Factory : 285 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy.
And all Chemists, 1/6 & 5/6.

MEMORY NOT A GIFT
AN AGQUIREMENT!

It's absurd to call memory a gift.
Persons noted for retentive faculties
are, and always have been, those who
have trained their minds to remem-
ber. They absorb the odds and ends
of knowledge, as well as the broad,
general principles of wider informa-
tion—they profit by an ability ac-
quired to readily recall the things
they know, -and thus apply their
knowledge. What they have accom-
plished of their own will and instruc-
tion, the Pelman Memory System
imparts to those who have failed to
properly train the mind. This Sys-
tem shows how to train the brain
to think and remember—we help you
to make the brain a well-ordered
house of mental treasures, where
every scrap of knowledge comes
readily to the mind when required.
Write ‘to-day for free booklet, giving
Australian and New Zealand opin-
ions to the Secretary .. .. «« . &

PELMAN SCHOOL OF MEMORY,

36 STOCK EXCHANGE BUILDING,
MELBOURNE.



Christian Example.

We are bound together by a mystical
chain of solidarity. Since every man is
my neighbor, I am bound to think of him,
and not only of myself, in deciding what
I may do or refrain from doing. I must
abstain from lawful things if by so doing
them I should be likely to harm my neigh-
bor's building up of a strong character.
I can, or I believe that I can. pursue some
course of conduct, engage in some cn-
terprise, either in regard to worldly posi-
tion or in regard to my religious life. Be
it so, but I have to take some one else into
account. \Will my example call out imita-
tion in others, to whom it may be harmful
or fatal to do as I can do with real or sup-
posed impunity? If so, I am guilty of
something very much like murder if 1 do
not abstain. A Christian man is bound to
shape his life so that no man shall be able
to say of him that he was the occasion of
that one’s fall. He is so bound because
every man is his neighbor. He is so bound
because he is bound to live to the glory of
God, which can never be advanced by lay-
ing stumbling blocks in the way for feeble
feet. He is bound because, unless Christ
had limited himself within the bound of
manhood. and had sought not his own profit
or pleasure, we should have had neither
life nor hope.—Alexander Maclaren.

Often by reason of the crowd of worldly
affairs and our own spiritual stature, we
cannot see Christ. Dut there are sycamores

in the road by which he will pass. e has
oiven us the means of grace—Scripture,

prayer, ordinances, trees planted by the
wayside. ILet us ascend: we shall not only
see Christ, but he will come and abide with
us.—I1 ordsworth.

The Australian Christian

Those who are suffering from
Earth Hunger

and cannot be satisfied, cannot

do better than cross over tc

Tasmania, where land is pleati-

ful and prices moderate. .. .

A Letter to

J. E. THURGOOD,

Property Salesman,
71 John-st., Launceston, Tas.,

will bring you further particulars.
Orchard and Grazing Land a Spcciality.

JOSEPH ALLISON,
Furnishing Undertaker and Embalmer,

188-56 ERROL STREET,

NORTH MELBOURNE.
BRANCH—
Mount Alexander Road, Moones Ponds.
Funerals supplied to any extent in Town or Country.

Telephone 751. - Telephone 251 Ascot.

. W. J. AIRD,

OPTICIAN,

: (many years with the late T. R. Proster)

25 QOollins Street, Melbourne,
(opp. Dr. Bevan's Charoh.)

BycigX sccunitzly tested. Oculists' prescriptions prepared,

Rimlear Eye-Glasses and Speciacles a Speciality.
Zerresnondenca sollalted. Phona §y4.

o

1

Sister Bell notifies brothers and sisters that her

REGISTRY OFFICE:

. supplies selected Servants (male and female),

Pot Plants, Seeds and Flowers always in stock.
169 SL. Georges Rd., North Fitzroy, Vicloria.

July 15, 1909

Ral I)’ ButtOﬁs, "\a)iJC:?Im ¢
Advertising Buttons, Club Bygy Ctipn,
A. W. Parriox, Photo gn.mell::-.'“ne'ﬁimh.de by
Sho|

st., North Carlton,
CARPENTRE, 8Hop

A. Jackel, "Gooes
‘<TER,

Repairs to all kinds of house Property.
Plans prepared. '

Estimates Submitteq
19 LENNOX ST, HAWTHORY

R
Palmwood Villa, No. 35 Herschell Street
i}

off North Quay, BRISBANE.
First-class Private Board & Residence
Large, Airy Rooms, Newly Furnished,
MRS. NEILEN.
DRAPER AND

F. J. Petterd, CLOTHIER,

WEDDERBURN.
Boots and Bhoes. Dressmaking, Millinery, our
Bpecialties. Bults to Measure from 27/6,

Rit Guaranteed.
Ordera by Post Promptly Executed.

The Resurrection

Of Saints and Sinners at the Coming
of the Lord, and the Metaphorical
Resurrections of the Millennium.
By Davip King.
A neat pamphlet containing concise informa-
tion on the subject treated.
Single Copy, 2d.
25 copies ... 2/- 50 copies ... 3/6
100 copies ... 6/- 500 copies ... 25/-
Post or Carriage Paid to any part of Australasia.

SR O SEEEREERE R L ROURNE

TEACHING STAFF: Principal, H. G. HARWARD: A. R. MAIN, W. W. MANTELL.

Secrctary, W. Beiler.
Executive Committee.

Griffith, L. Rossell.
John Fischer, A C. Rankine, T. H. Brooker.

C. Hardie.

Further Pa‘rllculmu will be supplie
Treasurer: W. C* CRAIGIE, Little Collins St.., Melbourne.

Federal Conference Executive.
President, G. T. Walden; Vice-President, J. E. Thcv_mns;
Treasurer, T. B. Verco; Sccretary, D. A. Ewers; Assistant

New South Wales—A, E. Illingworth, T. Hagger, ]
South Australia—R. Burns, J. Manning, by H
Victoria—F. G.
Dunn, A. Millis, W. C. Craigic, R. Lyall, F. M.
Western Australia—H. J. Banks, D. {
Queensland, L. Gole, C. Watt. Tasmania—W. R. C Jarvis.

S. G.

Ludbrook,
M. Wilson.

PARTICULARS in regard to the College Course
for Resident and Day Students, Correspondence

Classes and Night Classes, will be furnished on appli-
cation to the Principal.

The Correspondence Course in the Bible, conducted
+ G. Harward may be commenced at any time

Arrangements have also been made with W. We
Mantell to conduct

LG"'CI!: Hebrew, etc

d on Application to H. G, HARWARD, 149 Pigdon 8¢
(1]

—

Correspondence Classes in English

N. Carlton

Secretary : CHAS, HARDIE, Henrietta St.., Hawthorn, Vi&

'Phone 1192,
380 LYGCN ST, CARLTON,
& 6569 NICHOLBON 8T . NTH. CARLTON.

JOSIAH HOLDSWORTH Undertaker.



