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SPIRITUALISM.

It is sometimes thought that “Spiritual-
ism,” or as the writer prefers to call it,
“Spiritism,” is a harmless kind of thing,
and that we can adhere to it, even while
professing to follow the Lord Jesus Christ.
‘I'his is written in order to show the true
nature of this system, and consequently as
a warning to those who have not yet been,
but may be in danger of thus being seduced
by Satan.

“Familiar spirits.”’

L What ts Spiritualism? 1t is that system
which professes helief in the possibility of
holding communications with the dead.
This is th. t which the Bible designates by
such terms as ‘“necromancy,” “sorcery,”
“witch-craft,” “consulting with familiar
spirits,” “divination,” etc. = Many of the
so-called communications to-day are due to
the tricks and deceptions of mediums ; these
have been exposed again and again. But
in some instances there are certainly com-
munications with spirit-beings. Who are
they? 'They are either the spirits of those
who have passed from the earth, or they
are evil spirits who impersonate or coun-
terfeit the departed ones. If we listen to
the testimony of the spirits and their
friends we shall be assured that the former
is the correct idea. But what evidence
have we that these spirits are truthful, and
are not trying to deceive us?

Lying spirits.

In the one case which the Bible records
at some length (1 Sam. 28: 3-20), we find
that it was all a matter of pretence on the
part of the spirit. But, somebody will say,
did not Samuel actually appear at that
time, and does not the cry of the woman
indicate this? No; the spirit revealed to
her that her visitor was Saul, and she cried
out because of this, as her statement, **Why
hast thou deceived me? for thou art Saul,”
clearly shows. We could not imagine that
the Lord would permit Samuel to return
to the ecarth, and speak to Saul in a way
that he had forbidden men to receive com-
munications (Deut. 18: 9-14).  On this
occasion it was a spirit impersonating
Samuel.

In the parable of the rich man and Laz-
arus, it is distinctly taught that the dead
do not return to communicate with the liv-
ing (Luke 16: 27-31). The only conclu-

Thomas Hagger.

sion, then, that we can come to is, that in
cvery case of supposed spirit communica-
tion there is deceit and fraud; it is either
the trickery of the medium, or a case of im-
personation on the part of some spirit-
being.

Doctrines of demons.

If these spirits who do communicate are
not the spirits of our departed friends, who
are they? The Scriptures teach that a body
of angels rebelled in heaven, and were cast
down to (tartarus) hell (2 Peter 2: 4; Jude
6). These fallen angels have been and are
now endeavoring to ruin men (Rom. 8:
38, 39; Ephesians 6: 12). ‘They are char-
acterised in their actions by fraud and de-
ceit (2 Cor. 11: 14, 15). Is it not clear,
therefore, that all actual communications
with spirits are not with those who have
departed this life, but with demons? Those
who give heed to these messages are giving
heed to “seducing spirits,” are holding to
“doctrines of demons,” have as their reli-
gion demonology, in short are following
that which is of a Satanic source.

Forbidden in Scripture.

II. What does God's word say about
this? Does it encourage or discourage such
a thing? Let us listen to some Biblical
statements on this matter.

Lev. 9: 31—"Turn ye not unto them
that nave familiar spirits, nor unto the
wizards; seek them not out, to be defiled
by them; I am the Lord your God.”

Deut. 18: 9-12—"When thou art come
into the land which the Lord thy God
giveth thee, thou shalt not learn to do after
the abominations of those nations. There
shall not be found among thee anyone that
maketh his son or his daughter to pass
through the fire, one that useth divination,
one that practiseth augury, or an enchanter,
or a consulter with a familiar spirit, or a
wizard, or a necromancer. For whosoever
doeth these things is an abomination unto
the Lord.”

1 Sam. 15: 23—"For rebellion is as the
sin of witcheraft.”

Isaiah 8: 19, 20—"“And when they shall
say unto you, Seek unto them that have
familiar spirits, and unto the wizards, that
chirp and that mutter: should not a people
seek unto their God? on behalf of the living

should they seek unto the dead? To the
law and to the testimony! if they speak not
according to this word, surely there is no
morning for them.”

Gal. 5: 19-21—'Now the works of the
flesh are manifest, which are these: forni-
cation, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idolatry,
sorcery....of which I forewarn you....
that they which practise such things shall
not inherit the kingdom of God.”

Rev. 21: 8—“But for the fearful, and
unbelieving, and abominable, and murder-
ers, and fornicators, and sorcerers. . . .their
part shall be in the lake that burneth with
fire and brimstone.”

A solemn warning.

Thus we see that in the Old ‘Lestament
God forbade his ancient people to have any-
thing to do with this thing, while in the
New ‘l'estament it is classed with fornica-
tion, idolatry, etc., is called a work of the
flesh; and we are solemnly informed that
those who practise it shall not inherit the
kingdom of God. God’s word not only
discourages communications with these
fallen spirits, but forbids them, and de-
clares that there is no heaven for those who
indulge in such.

A Satanic delusion.

Let us turn from this brief consideration
of this Satanic delusion, assured that we
cannot “drink the cup of the Lord and the
cup of demons,” that we cannot “partake
of the table of the Lord and the table of
demons” (1 Cor. 10: 21). We must choose
between communion with Christ and com-
munion with evil spirits; we cannot have
both. The revelation made by God through
Christ is sufficient and final (Heb. 1: 1—
2: 4; Jude 3: Rev. 22: 18, 19). There is
no need for messages from the spirit world;
Christ and his apostles have told us all we
need to know. Reader, turn from the “doc-
trines of demons,” commonly called Spirit-
ualism ; shun the demonology or witcheraft
of the present day; let your confidence be
in the revelation of God through Christ;
anchor your soul to the Rock of Ages, who
has stood the test of passing centuries, and
has saved and satisfied the souls of many.
Christ or demons?  Which shall it be?
May every reader cry emphatically—
“Christ.”
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Mary Magdalene.

J. W. McGarvey.

Many years ago my wrath was kindled
by discovering how false and libellous is
the reputation which has been attached to
the name of one of the noblest women that
ever lived. Her name, in its Latin form of
Magdalen, has been the chosen title of
houses for the reform of fallen women.
She has been represented as one of the
harlots with whom the Pharisees associated
slanderously the name of Jesus; and the
fact that he had cast seven demons out of
her has been held, especially by those who
deny the existence of demons, as proof that
she had been one of the most outrageous
of sinful women. Even that which gives
her her greatest fame, her testimony as to
the resurrection of Jesus, has been ac-
counted for by the supposition that she was
still affected by the insanity which was su-
perstitiously thought to be possession by
demons; for a noted infidel has said that
the church owes the story of the resurrec-
tion of Jesus to the hallucination of a fran-
tic woman. To say of a woman with an
irascible and ungovernable temper that she
has seven devils in her, is to compare her
with Mary as she is supposed to have been
when Jesus first met her.

A misfortune, not a sin.

To suppose that one possessed by demons
was unusually wicked is as gross an error
as to deny the reality of demon possession.
No one was ever reproached by Jesus or
the apostles for being in this condition—
not more than for being sick or blind or
deaf. It was a misfortune, and not a sin.
The fact, then, that Jesus cast seven de-
mons out of Mary proves nothing as to
her previous character. It proves only that
her condition, either mental or physical, had
been such that demons found it possible to
get possession of her. Whether they caused
temporary insanity, as in case of the two
demoniacs of Gadara, or some physical dis-
ability, as in many other instances, we are
not informed. She may have been afflicted,
for aught we know, as early in life as the
little daughter of the Syrophcenician woman
whom Jesus met between Tyre and Sidon.
But whatever the details of her affliction
may have been, it is quite certain that it
was gratitude for her relief by Jesus which
caused her to devote her life to his service.
She appears to have been, and to have re-
mained, an unmarried woman, and her af-
fliction had probably prevented her mar-
riage in early life.

Not the woman who was a sinner.

The fact that the earliest mention of
Mary’s name is found in the eighth chapter
of Luke, immediately after the account in
the seventh chapter of the woman who was
a sinner, who came into the house of a
Pharisee where Jesus was dining, washed

his feet with her tears, and wiped them
with her hair, has led some to bungh‘ngly
suppose that this woman was Mary. There
is not the slightest ground for the suppo-
siion. As well suppose that the sinful
woman was Joanna, or Susanna mentioned
with Mary in the same paragraph.

An unblemished reputation.

In this first mention of Mary, she is
found in company with Joanna, the wife of
Chusa, Herod’s steward; with Susanna,
and with other women who went about with
Jesus and the twelve, “ministering unto
them of their substance” (Luke 8: 1-3):
This shows two things in regard to Mary:
first, that she was “a woman of substance,”
such as enabled her, together with her fe-
male companions, to minister to the wants
of twelve men, who, without secular em-
ployment, were engaged in the work of
Christ. She had not been, like many of the
objects of the Lord’s benefactions, in the
depths of poverty. Her home, as the name
Magdalene (a woman of Magdala) indi-
cates, was in this town on the lake shore
a few miles north of Tiberias; but she fol-
lowed Jesus and the twelve in their mean-
derings sufficiently to look after their tem-
poral wants; and on their last journey to
Jerusalem, she followed them thither. All
of this indicates that she was a woman in
independent circumstances. At the same
time, the female company which she kept
lifts her above suspicion as to her reputa-
tion. It is in the highest degree improb-
able that the wife of Herod’s steward
wpuld be permitted, even if she were so in-
clined, to associate so intimately with a
woman of smutted reputation. ‘There is
every reason, then, to believe that Mary
was a woman of unblemished reputation
and of such substance materially as to en.

;bledher to exercise benevolence with 2 free
and.

Last at the cross.

When at last Jesus was suspended on the
cross, we are told by Luke that “all of his
acquaintances and the women who had fo.
lowed him from Galilee stood afar off
seeing these things” (22: 49). But lat
and before the darkness set in some er%
them ventured nearer, and were. permittgd
by the good centurion whose cohort W
standing guard about the spot, tq &
through his lines and draw up’ nearp?}fs
cross. Some who thus ventureq and 5
whom the centurion had compassi,on W iy
his mother; his aunt, Mary, the i er%
Clopas, and Mary Magdalene, T} coo
siderate centurion also permitte( one n 4
to go with them as an escort. [{epq tllan
passed through the most heartrenjy S‘le),
that was witnessgd on that fﬂteﬁ§ Llenc
One of the most impressive pictures | 1: ;v'g:
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seen represents these women g I
weeping into the city, Mary foqp:2 ¢
arm of John, and all, ag th(; 1’1113;{0
steps leading to a dwelling Ql)q “!Hnb t
to the three crosses on a (li;tix;tllf!"!{ back
a black cloud which had helpeq t“”
the darkness was slowly passing ,:) 'flccpcn
large crayon copy of this l)iCture(]\,\,d Ly
the chapel of the College of the B'i:“gs il
Mary Magdalene came to the citv] le.
depicted, she remained there but) £ thus
time ; for she and “the other Mary” (d short
of Jesus) returned to Golgotha i tl;mthcr
see Joseph and Nicodemus with theirrm% g
vants bearing away the body of Jesus T?en
had probably feared that his body \\v;;uldl]e)'
dragged out with those of the two mhh-)Lt
to some unclean spot where the carcast?
of dead beasts were thrown ; and they \{-érb
resolved to follow it. What a relief wqf
it to see that, on the contrary, it ha( ])L‘él-l
wrapped in a linen shroud by the kindly
hands of friends who were probably slran).
gers to them, and what a surprise o see it
laid in a costly rock-hewn sepulchre which
only a rich man could own! Not knowing
that Nicodemus had already wrapped about
the body a hundred pounds of the material
for embalming it (John 19: 39), the two
women, after carefully noting the locality
of the tomb, and observing “how the body
was laid,” returned to the city and “pre-
pared spices and ointments” (Luke 23: 33,
34). Here was another draft on Mary’s
purse, but before she completed the pur-
chases the sun went down, the Sabbath
came on, and the completion of the task
was postponed till the first day of the next
week (Mark 16: 1).

Days of darkness.

Where the two women spent the two fol-
lowing nights and the intervening S;ll)lgatll,
we are not informed, or what interviews
they may have had with the other women
and the male disciples, but that these wer¢
sleepless nights, and this Sabbath one of
dark despair, we may be sure. Liven on
the third morning the first announcement
of the resurrection of Jesus found the malu:
disciples “mourning and weeping"_(l\’fafl‘
16: 10); and if this was the condition of
the men, what was that of the women?

First at the tomb.

We know little about the effects whl’c:l
the women hoped for from thie drugs th}
which they intended to embalm the bo®
of Jesus, but it is quite evident that somf
haste in applying them was thought nech(
sary; for on the third morning they started

while it was yet dark” to resume the tas*
(John 20: 1). 'Their company 1oV m
cluded the two Marys already mentlonc(;
Joanna, Salome, Mary the mother of J anly
and other women whose names are¢ "%
given (Matt, 28: 1; Mark 16: 1; Luke 24‘;
10). They were delayed by the purchas)
of additional drugs, so that the sun Was ou[
When they reached the tomb (Mark 10° ‘i":
From the fact that our Mary's name i
mentioned first in all of the narratives:
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is clear that she was the leading spirit of
the group. When they came within sight
of the tomb, and saw that it was open, she
immediately whirled and ran away, to re-
port the startling news to the male disciples.
Knowing that Peter and John were to-
gether, separated from the others, and not
so far away, she ran to them and cried out,
“They have taken away the Lord out of
the tomb, and we know not where they
have laid him.” This she inferred from
the fact that the large stone had been rolled
away. It was so large that some of them
had said as they came along, “Who shall
roll us away the stone from the door of
the tomb” (Mark 16: 3). Mary rightly in-
ferred that the body had been removed.
They were not aware that the tomb had
been guarded by Roman soldiers, or they
would not have hoped to get to it at all.
All of the soldiers were now gone, the res-
urrection having taken place before the ar-
rival of the women.  While Mary was
gone, the other women went into the tomb,
saw the two angels, heard their announce-
ment, and ran away to tell the other group
of male disciples.

A vision of angels.

Mary's announcement to Peter and John
started them without another word running
at their utmost sneed, to verify her words.
John, being the younger, outran Peter and
came first to the tomb. Mary followed as
fast as she could, but, being almost out of
breath from running both ways, she came
to it after Peter and John had hastily in-
spected it and gone away. She stood there
alone for a time. The high excitement
which had sustained her thus far gives way,
and she found relief in a flood of tears.
She stoops down at last and looks in
through the low opening, and sees two
bright angels. They were seated on the
stone floor, one where she remembered that
the head of Jesus had been laid, and the
other at his feet. One of them, as if sur-
prised at her distress, demands of her,
“Woman, why weepest thou?” She an-
swered amid her sobs, “Because they have
taken away my Lord, and I know not where
they have laid him.” These were doubt-
less the same two angels who had spoken
to the other women. They were not seen
by Peter and John, though they were there.
Why they appeared only to the women we
may not know till we meet them in heaven.
I intend, if I ever see them and identify
them, to ask them why.

The risen Master.

Just as Mary answers the angels she
heard a footstep behind her, and, turning
her tear-dimmed eyes, she saw a mai whom
she supposed to be the gardener, and heard
from him, “Woman, why weepest thou?
Whom seekest thou?” Instantly jumping
to the conclusion that he had rcr]lo\'ed the
body because the tomb was in his garden,
she answered at once, “Sir, if theu hast
borne him hence, tell me where thou hast
laid him, and I will take him away.” She

thought he would gladly give up the body
to anyone who would relieve him of it;
for who cares to have the dead body of a
stranger in his possession? Instantly she
hears from him in a tone which can not
be mistaken, “Mary!” She turns herself,
facing him, and exclaims, “Rabboni!” She
had been looking for her Lord’s dead body,
and now that she sees him alive, in a trans-
port of joy, she is about to seize him, when
he says, “Touch me not,” and gives for it
a reason which for the time is a mystery.
The Lord and the angels in an instant dis-
appear, and leave her once more alone by
the empty tomb. She goes once more to
the male disciples, and tells them what she
has seen and heard; but her story, like that
of the other group of women who had pre-
ceded her, is rejected as an idle tale (John
20: 18; Luke 24: 11). Before the sun set
that day, they learned that women could tell
the truth as well as men. I don’t know
what Paul afterward thought about this
testimony of these women; for in his enu-
meration of the witnesses of the resurrec-
tion (1 Cor. 15: 5-8), he says not a word
about that of the women. Perhaps this was
because he was writing to Greeks, with
whom women were not in high repute for
veracity.

Women in-heaven.

Here- tne curtain of history drops on the
career of Mary, but one can not doubt that
she who had been the prime leader of her
sex during the personal ministry of Jesus,
and who was the first to see him after his
resurrection, took a leading part also among
her sisters in building up the Jerusalem
church, the “mother of us all.” There are
not very many among the radiant band
whom 1 hope to see in heaven whom I shall
be gladder to know and greet than Mary
Magdalene. There will then be no more
marrying or giving in marriage, but what
would heaven be without its women? And
what a gap among the redeemed women
if Mary should not be one of them!

Foreign Missions.
Letter from I. G. Filmer.

Pentecost, June 3, 1909.

We are now back at work again. The
steamer landed us on May 25, about two
miles north of here; the captain said that
the anchorage here was too bad. I spoke
to a man who came here with a three-
masted ship last week, and he reckons it
a very good place to anchor.

It took us a week and a day to get all
the timber, furniture, etc., back here; we
had two very small boats; the large boat
I was depending upon borrowing was
broken up in that hurricane. We are very
thankful to the natives for having got this
place ready for us. Tt is not a bad little
place at all as a make-shift. Three rooms,
lime walls, with a verandah back and front.
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Some of the natives from Ranwady, Warlu,
Ranup, and other places, came to assist in
the removing of things. It was hard and
slow work. I find that it has been suffi-
cient to tire the most of them, and yet the
real work has not commenced.
_ Before going to Sydney I left two natives
in the Ambrim hospital.” Both had greatly
improved upon our return, so we brought
them home, but the bigger one, who is a
leper, has broken out again on the hand.
Poor hoy! he is such a fine fellow. We
have him staying near here, and are dres-
sing his sores, if not in the hope of curing,
at least of alleviating. !
Mrs. Filmer has not had the fever yet,
but I am afraid, for on the first two or
three nights our net was not mosquito proof,
and so fever mosquitos to the extent of 20
or 30 got in on each occasion. Found the
work still going along nicely.  Several
deaths, a few births, one or two of the
Christians in trouble of one sort and an-
other. T have been out on the reef to-day,
trying to do a bit of blasting with dynamite.
It will take some time to get a safe pas-
sage through for the launch at low water.
Have had some bad attacks of fever since
return.

A Man amongst Men.

“Every preacher ought to be neatly and
becomingly attired. The personal appear-
ance of a minister will have much to do in
determining his success among his people.
They look for him to be tidy and clean in
his makeup, and he should never enter his
pulpit without this careful preparation. He
need not be jauntily dressed. A fop has
no place in the pulpit. No one respects a
dude, either in the ministry or out of it.
To be the best-dressed and best-groomed
man in all the church is no compliment to
the preacher. The disposition to have his
clothes cut after the fashion of the clergy—
vest buttoned to the top, coat minus a collar,
but plus an upright band—evidences a pride
of advertisement not in keeping with his
sacred calling. Why should he wish to
have people recognise his profession by his
garb? A lawyer dresses like other people,
so does a physician. Why should a preacher
want to wear a long, black, clerical coat and
white necktie, and make himself look un-
like every other man in his church? Is he
not of them, or does his ministry raise him
above them? God forbid. The nreacher
who is going to get into the hearts and sym-
pathies of men, and win them to his divine
Lord, is going to be as much like them as
possible, building up no barriers of criti-
cism or aloofness. It is not a preacher so
much to-day who is going to win countless
men to Christ, but a man, a godly, Christ-
like man, a man with a message, a man
neatly attired, a clean man, both in and out,
who sets no store on hair parted in the
middle, but who sets all store in having the
sinner parted from his sins."—/‘rank Tal-
mage.
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“That they All
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may be One.”

Jas. E. Thomas.

The delivery of the historic and signifi-
cant “Declaration and Address” by Thomas
Campbell, and the commencement of the
effort to restore primitive Christianity as
manifest in the early church, has been wor-
thily remembered in Australia as in other
lands. The great Centennial gatherings
in Sydney were an inspiration to all who
went, and the result of these will be far-
reaching. It is possible, however, to rcac.h
more by the printed page than in any public
gathering, and thus the publication of an
excellent volume bearing the familiar name,
“That they All may be One,” was a wisc
and commendable act. It is to be hoped
that this interesting book will be purchased
by hundreds and sent broadcast as a con-
tribution to the movement with which we
are identified. It is possible to make the
plea for which we stand very widely and
intelligently known through means of this
printed messenger.

A valuable encyclopaedia.

The book is worthy of a place in the
home of every disciple in Australasia. It is
well gotten up by the editors, Messrs. Gore,
Walden and Illingworth, and they deserve
the congratulation and thanks of the bro-
therhood. The mechanical work has been
ably done by the Austral Publishing Co.,
and is quite up to the high standard al-
ready attained by our enterprising publish-
ing house. The book contains 211 pages of
well printed information, well illustrated.
It is withal a marvel of cheapness, and is
within reach of the poorest. The first 100
pages consist of a concise and instructive
review of the work of the past century,
and are a valuable encyclopedia of infor-
mation concerning the inception, struggles,
growth and present numerical strength of
the movement. The statistics are compre-
hensive and up to date, and are admirably
summarised in a chapter by G. P. Pittman.

History of the movement.

This part is largely historical, and the
record of the early struggles and triumphs
of the grand pioneers is helpful to read.
F. G. Dunn and D. A. Ewers ably trace
the rise of the reformation or restoration
imovement, and emphasise the leading fea-
tures of these years of faithful service ren-
dered by heroes long since gone to their
reward. In his opening remarks, Bro.
Ewers traces what might be called the evo-
lution of the effort. He shows, in facts
perhaps new to some of his readers, that
the commencement of the work was not
due to the labor of one year, or the efforts
of one man, but was the result of a series
of events culminating at the outset with
the declaration of Barton W. Stone and
his brethren in 1803, and ultimately con-
summated by the union of those associated

with the Campbells with those laboring with
Barton Stone, in 1831-2, at Georgetown,
Kentucky.

Achievements of the century.

T. J. Gore contributes a chapter show-
ing the encouraging growth and helpful
character of our splendid educational insti-
tutions. There is a fine chapter on our
missionary societies and their work, by A.
C. Rankine, which is full of encouraging
information. S. G. Griffith deals with the
more limited field of social and benevolent
work, and rightly gives a very prominent
place in this chapter to the splendid work
done by the women of our churches in
America and in Australia. The statistics
of the Christian Women’s Board of Mis-
sions are a striking testimony to the conse-
crated efforts of Christian women. ‘1. B.
Fischer deals in an interesting manner with
the work of young people, and shows us
cause for gratitude at the progress of our
Sunday Schools and C.E. Societies. It is
a very significant thing, however, and
\\'orth.y qf attention, that our church mem-
bership is far greater than the number of
our Sunday School scholars. Does this
not indicate the necessity of making even
a greater effort to increase in numbers and
influence our Sunday Schools?

The great debates.

_The chapter on debates and controver-
sies 1s especially commendable, and Bro.
Watt is here found in his element. While
we are thankful that the necessity for such
keen and sometimes bitter contention seems
to have passed, yet we owe a great debt
to those great minds and hearts who. fear-
lessly contended in the beginning of the
movement for the faith once for all deliy-
ered to the saints. Not only are we as a
people indebted to Alexander Campbell and
others for their noble and masterly efforts
but the whole Christian world is more or
less indebted to Campbell especially for his
memorable debate with Owen, and Protest-
antism is for ever a debtor to Campbell f
his skilful debate with Bishop Purcell T]O'lj
chapter is calculated to make pcoplé reni
these debates, even though sometimes COZ:.I(
sidered dry rfeading, and in the pertfsal E
such they will doubtless get their s '01
columns strengthened. B

Australasia and Great Britain,

A chapter dealing especially
cause in Australasia is also very
written in Bro. Moysey’s usual
sive even if somewhat volym
It traces characteristics of the
churches and workers well worthy ofearly
imitation. One statement is so o, R
attention that I quote it: “Finag ¥.0f

" > ly. i
be said of the pioneers ang theiryéhlgrg;]?;

with  the
fine. Tt is
comprehen-
nous  sty]e,
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that their convictions of trygy,
their grip more tenacious, ;m(‘l‘etqe. epep
vidual efforts to extend the 1CIr ;!
general and energetic, thap t’*131051)01 More
present day, while defections ?lSe the
were relatively fewer, Thjs ar:)“d losses
from the manner and circumsste lar,
which they received the truth, 'I‘heances in
the truth at the price of cherishedy bo“,ght
long convictions.” At first | feltaind life.
to debate this statement, for [ ap S“Chned
lack not men to-day of the fibre olflrclw.
fathers, and yet on reflection does .ttlcxr
seem that perhaps we hold trytp, al. o
easily gotten and too cheaply bo; ,}0(;
Whether we accept this paragraph wit}f o
further qualification or not, we cay at ]lcou-t
seek to measure up to the sterling qua]it??t.
of those who have so faithfully labore i
The information of this part of the hook
is completed by a chapter on Great Britain
and Ireland, which indicates the rather
more conservative and yet no less faithfy]
methods of our English brethren.

Exposition of our plea.

The second part of the book deals witl
doctrinal and devotional themes, ably dis-
cussed by various brethren. The opening
chapter on “The Plea We Advocate” is
written by C. M. Gordon in his usual con-
cise, logical, and able manner. It is a

- splendid epitome of the plea we make to

the world. This chapter gives a tone to
the whole of this part of the book, and its
notes are continually resounded by the var-
ious writers that follow. It would occupy
too much space to review all the chapters,
but a brief reference to some of them may
be permitted. A. R. Main contributes a
good article on “I'he Person and Office of
Christ,” and truly says, “The centre of
Christian union is Jesus Christ. The nearer
we are to him, the nearer we are to each
other.”  Thos. IHagger is on familiar
ground in writing on the “Gospel Plan of
Salvation,” and presents his theme m
most Scriptural and convincing manncr.
M. Wood Green deals at length with the
two great ordinances of the church in ‘th_e
manner of a master of his theme. Ihis
chapter should be read by all young Chris-
tians especially. F. M. Ludbrook glVCS’?;
clear and devotional study of the gred:
commission. It is given in his usual Or’.g]
inal way, and one can almost imagine hitr
standing before us with the essential SUPP{
of manuscript. Bro. Ludbrook speaks 2

one full of his subject, and deserves O
thanks.

The future of the moveh:ent-

. I
This portion closes with a fine artICI_‘; 1?:
F. D. Power, one of our greatest preac m’l“
in the United States. He discusses M °
optimistic strain the future of the molvzm
ment. It is rather more retrospectiVe tllcﬂ»
prospective. The argument is that the p],qs
1as been necessary in the past, ai< :‘is
been successfully proclaimed, but thcr"yn.
still a great need for its being made klw\a
As long as division exists, and errors
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tolerated and even endorsed, it is necessary
for men to proclaim the simple truth of
the gospel. The greatest influence we may
have is by our example, by showing forth
a restoration of primitive Christianit in
our churches and in our individual lives,
Jro. Power firmly believes that in this way
our greatest victories are yet to be won.
The success of the past is our prophecy of
the future.

Several pages are given to a useful bibli-
ography of books written by Disciples of
Christ, which shows a creditable array of
hooks and talent. The book closes with an
abridged but useful copy of the “Declara-
tion and Address” of Thomas Campbell.
Lvery Disciple should read and study this.
It is fitting that so great a contribution to
Christian union should have this prominent
place in the book.

An evangel of union and love.

The publication deserves nothing but
praise. The Austral Co. have undertaken
the publishing of this valuable book at the
risk of financial loss. It is published at the
lowest possible cost, as any reader must
admit, with the sole purpose of making
known more widely the nature of the res-
toration movement and the truths for which
we contend. The whole has been embel-
lished with splendid photographs of pion-
cers and workers, as well as historical
spots and buildings connected with the
movement.  Pictures of the editors and
writers are also given. A copy of this
book should be in every home and given
to every Christian minister. It will help
to remove misunderstanding, and to pro-
claim far and near the precious truths of
the New Testament that are dealt with
therein. May God bless this evangel of
union and love, this messenger of salvation
and hope, this story of struggles and vic-
tory, to thousands of readers in many
homes, and in many lands.

The Call to Unity.

R. G. Cameron.

One of the most remarkable develop-
ments in the religious sphere during the
last twenty years is the growth of the union
sentiment. It is sometimes said that “unity
is in the air,” but better than that, it 1s in
the minds and hearts of thousands of God-
fearing, Christ-loving people in all the de-
nominations. It is coming, too, to have
quite a large place in the religlo‘us ]01_1rnn.15
of the day, and comes up for discussion in
some form or other in almost all great re-
ligious gatherings. It is a live question
to-day.

Notable utterances.

In a recent number of 7he Bible in_the
IVorld, a publication issued by the British
and Foreign Bible Society, there are sev-
eral references to this subject, the most
notable being the announcement that “co-

operation and the promotion of unity” is
one of the subjects sct down for discussion
at a Missionary Conference to be held in
I;dmbprgh in June of next year; and a
commission has been appointed to investi-
gate the question and prepare a report for
presentation to the Conference.” In the same
paper an address by the Bishop of Chester
at a Bible Society auxiliary anniversary is
published, and one division of his address
is headed, “The Study of the Bible and the
Re-union of Christendom,” and the speaker
quoted from a work written by another
bishop, and with approval, the following :—
“Our Dbest hope of reaching agreement as
to the constitution, polity, functions, and
authority of that which is known as the
church of Christ lies in the different Chris=
tian communions hetaking themselves
afresh to the study of God’s word, in the
same manner as science investigates God's
works in order to learn the laws of the
natural world.” And again he quotes:—
“If it be true that there is sufficient guid-
ance in Scripture (as to the form and polity
of Christianity)—if we may indeed deter-
mine thence with certainty, on questions
which are now separating us, the will of
God and the mind of Christ, if only we
will lay aside our prejudices, and not be
guided by mere feeling, but will patiently
and diligently and impartially study the
word of God as others are studying his
works—then what a glorious future of the
true union of Christendom is open before
us!”  There is no intelligent and well-in-
formed member of those churches which
are known as simply Churches of Christ
but will heartily endorse those sentiments.

Missions and union.

Another article in the same paper is en-
titled, “I'he Call to Unity,” and is by Sir
Andrew Wingate, K.C.LE., and from
which I cull the following :— *“History fur-
nishes us with a warning. It was the am-
bition of Europe to possess the Holy Land.
Jealousies defeated the Crusades, and for
800 years since have maintained the Mu-
hammadan crescent floating over the Cross
of the Holy Sepulchre. Are similar dis-
sensions to-day hindering the advance of
the kingdom of Christ? There are villages
in England and Scotland where there are
two, or perhaps three, places of worship for
a few hundred souls: while there are areas
in India with a million inhabitants and not
a single missionary. l\'m:ca, Manghuria,
China, cry aloud for teaching. Africa re-
wards a hundredfold even-one worker. ...
Both in China and India, the desire for one
united church is growing. ... Unity is the
most powerful evangelistic agency. Our
Lord prayed that all who believe on him
may be one. Why? ‘that the world may be-
lieve."”

Yet another excerpt from the same pub-
lication, and this time trom a reported
speech by the Bishop of London +—"Then,
as he looked round, he saw something
which, the more you think of it, seems a
great sight. We hope and we live in the
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belief that some day Christendom shall be
re-united, and that all these divisions shall
cease, and that once again Christ shall look
down and see a united church; for he
prayed, you remember, before he ascended
into heaven, ‘that they all may be one.” If
that is so, do you not see what a grand
thing it is to have one bond of unity? to
have one Bible—not to have one Wesleyan
Bible, one Roman Catholic Bible, one An-
glican Bible, and so on; but to have one
Bible. And therefore, as you look over
our divided Christendom, you see the su-
preme importance of having a Society
}vhich has given us in every language one
dible.”

A Biblical basis.

And the wonderful and cheering feature
of these citations from denominational
writers and speakers, for us, is the fact that
they recognise that the Bible must be the
basis of the unity for which they are look-
ing. Let the religious world once learn
that truth, and then go a little further and
realise that the Bible only must be the basis
of unity, and the time when our Lord's
prayer shall be answered will be within
measurable distance. May the happy day
soon dawn!

New Zealand Mission at Bulawayo

Writing under date July 4, to the General
Secretary, DBro. HHadfield says:—*"We have
no additions to report this month, but yet
God's blessings have been great all round.
Three women have decided for Christ at
Hillside, and God willing, will be baptised
shortly. T'he schools have just gone into
recess for the winter holidays, after a most
successful examination in the day school.
A very important step has been taken this
month in the choice of a church committee,
which without design numbers like the old
Jerusalem church seven members. We
have just so many, no more and no less,
that we could recommend for this work.
They are to serve as a committee for twelve
months, and then as deacons, if after being
proved they shall be found blameless. Our
special annual collection has also been taken
up this month, which though a bad month
in light of the fact that ‘hut tax,” £1 per
head, is due now from the natives, they
have given excellently, having contributed
about £14, in addition to the regular con-
tributions and school fees. The list is not
yet closed, and before it does so on July 11,
we hope to raise as much as last year, that
is from all sources about £34. We greatly
need it just now, for the Hillside work is
a big drain on the town church. Don't for-
get us in your prayers. My health is now
improving wonderfully, and everything
looks just as full of promise and hope in
the work as it possibly could. The doctor
says I am likely to have a little permanent
trouble : but doctors are often wrong, and,
by the way I am improving, I think he will
turn out to be so.”
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JOHN CALVIN.

The four hundredth anniversary of the
birth of John Calvin was commemorated in
Geneva last July by laying the founda-
tion stone of what is called an International
Monument of the Reformation. The asso-
ciation which has the matter in hand, in
setting forth the objects of the movement,
says: “The monument, as planned by its
promoters in Geneva, will be, primarily,
neither a local nor a merely theological
monument. The motive of the celebration
is comprehensive, international, and inter-
denominational, being intended to commem-
orate the Protestant spirit of men like Cal-
vin, Coligny, Knox, Milton, and others;
and its effects, together with that of the
Lutheran movement, upon the church, the
state, and the individual.” It is intended to
raise the sum of £30,000 to accomplish the
end in view, and Protestants in every land
have been invited to co-operate. What the
precise nature of the monument is, we can-
not say. We can only hope that it is some-
thing more than a monument in marble,
and will find some expression in active
work for the dissemination of Protestant
principles. Apart, however, from the ques-
tion of the best means of perpetuating the
memories of the great reformers, we are
olad to see that something is being done
in recognition of Calvin’s great work as a
religious teacher and reformer in the six-
teenth century.

The popular view of Calvin.

It has to be confessed that in the popular
mind the name of John Calvin does not
occupy a prominent place. It will never
occupy the same place in the minds of the
people as Luther does. Luther is the popu-
lar hero of the reformation, and deservedly
so. His life was more full of dramatic inci-
dent, and broader and freer than his Gen-
evan fellow-worker. Calvin was essentially
a student, while Luther was by nature and
habit a man fitted for the hurly-burly of
life—a militant citizen of the kingdom of
heaven. In some respects, however, the in-

fluence of Calvin was wider and deeper
than that af Luther. Calvin’s system of
theology made a deeper impression upon the
religious world than anything Luther wrote.
The former was a scholar of high attain-
ments : the latter was not. Wilfrid R. Row-
land says of Calvin: ‘When Calvin had se-
cured a certain amount of freedom from
the controversies in which he had been im-
mersed for fifteen years, he turned his at-
tention to the establishment of a university.
The foundations were well and truly laid.
He stirred the imagination of the people so
effectually that the people responded with
generous contributions. Some of the great-
est scholars of the day became the profes-
sors, while students from all parts of Eur-
ope flocked to the new seat of learning. It
is safe to say that Calvin with his great
reputation brought a prestige to Geneva
which it never had before. It became a
model city, and raised the whole standard
of citizenship in Europe. It became the
fountain-head of Protestantism, and from
it streams of influence issued which even
to-day have not ceased to flow. Here the
Huguenot Church of France, the Dutch
Reformed Church of Holland, the Presby-
terian Church of Scotland, found their in-
spiration.”

Calvin and Calvinism.

The Germans spoke of Calvin as “the
theologian,” and of that other student re-
former, Melancthon, as *‘the Preceptor of
Germany.” Neither of these men figure
so largely in the popular mind as some
other of the reformers; nevertheless they
were equally necessary to the cause of Pro-
testantism. Perhaps, in the long run, their
influence was more deeply felt. In our own
day we are beginning to appreciate more
highly the work that Calvin did. In order
to understand this work, we have to put
on one side the prejudice created in our
minds by the association of Calvin with
Calvinism. A rather difficult thing to do
no doubt, seeing that the two are almost’
inseparable. The name of Calvin has been
50 firmly fixed in connection with the gloom-
iest of all theologies, that we are scarcely
able to do justice to the man. His view o)f
predestination, with its narrow and unlovel
limitations, was made by him to be the cor}:
ner-stone of the Christian faith. From th;
doctrine the enlightened Christian of to-(las
turns away with deep repugnance An}{
though the religious world has emanc; at (1
itself from the yoke of this doctrine tll)'a i
of it are still to be found in theolo .cesl
text-books which are still in yse, S8

The burning of Servetus,

Another obstacle to the pro )
tion of Calvin's services Fo {)ﬁg ‘égg:ecm_
Protestantism is found in hjg Perse’e-Of
of the heretic Servetus. This js tlcutmn
great blot in the life of Calyiy OI? one
incident in his life the historian S.a ® “'tllus
burning of Servetus remains , b}I'(‘)t- he
the reputation of Calvin, for T upon
leader of the prosecution jn thﬁa?ltii(tiorqs

ic
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trial which brought the heretic
Unfortunately, the whole of
was consenting unto this
Scarcely a voice was raisec
test against the dreadful |
Spanish hefretic, though it j
vin himself pleaded for ¢

form of death. No excus::mil_:e Olfs.s Crige]
cept to say that three and hall)f‘slblc ex-
have passed since that day, Chricft“tlmcs
has learned much in the intervya| bl‘lte'ndon1
still much to learn.” Our Rom:’m c 1t hz}s
friends are not likely to let P'"Otestan?ﬂ]o]lc
get this incident in their history: Prs for-
ants, however, have the grace to he aqhOtest_
of it; but though ashamed of it, they allned
no intention of falsifying history by O;Sye
erating it from their records. They I(Et":-
stand there as a memorial of gt tllt
Romish Cnurch had taught them,

to the Stake
TIsteng,,
 man's o, 0!
1 in feeble 1.
durning of 4
! tl
S true thyy C:ltllq

Intolerant of evil.

It is not strange, thcrqforc, that we ap-
proach the study of the life of Calvin with
a distinct bias against him. But this bias
natural enough as it is, should not preveﬁ{
us doing justice to an otherwise noble char-
acter. The religion of that day was harsh
and stern. The Protestant form of it was
deeply in earnest, and was in open warfare
against immorality in every shape and form.
In this campaign against evil, Calvin was
the leading spirit. Intolerant he was, with-
out doubt. He drafted and strongly carried
out regulations which were vexatious and
needlessly severe; he knew no other stand-
point in government, morals or theology
than his own, but he had other qualities
that entitle him to respect and admiration.
He was, we are told, refined, conscientious.
pure, faithful, honest, humble, pious. Ile
attracted men by the strength of his char-
acter, the loftiness of his aims, and the
directness of his efforts. He had the com-
mon human affections. He loved his wife
and mourned her death. He grieved over
his childlessness. He took delight in his
friends; and they were the noblest in the
P_rotestzmt Church. Somewhat of the for-
bidding aspect of his life may perhaps be
accounted for by the unnatural life he was
forced to lead.” He desired to spend his
days in study; whereas he was forced 10
Incessant, multifarious, and most promin-
ent labor. Experience shows there 15 10
harder master than a timid man forced 10
lead. Again, his health must be taken it
account. He was a walking hospital- Such
men are not apt to be gentle. The wonder
is that he showed so patient a spirit.

Favoraple testimonies.

Those who have studied his chard
well, do not agree with the popular vert:c
regarding Calyin, Beza, his biograPher'
writes: “Having been an observer O i
vin's life for sixteen years, I may with per-
fect right testify that we have in this ’"?}1
& most beautiful example of a truly CITY
tian life and death, which it is easy t0 ¢
umniate, but difficult to imitate.” LIS

enan speaks of him as “the most Ch™®

cter
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tian man of his generation.”  Professor
Dorner says: “Calvin was equally great in
intellect and character, lovely in social life,
full of tender sympathy and faithfulness to
friends, yielding and forgiving towards per-
sonal offences, but inexorably severe when
he saw the honor of God obstinately and
malignantly attacked.” Of Calvin it ma-
be said, as of many others of a narrow
creed, that their lives are better than their
creeds. Even in our own day, we come
across men and women whose wrong con-
ceptions of religion make them unlovely,
but who, otherwise, are estimable and de-
sirable neighbors.  And so the impartial
study of the life of Calvin leads us to the
conclusion that his memory deserves to be
perpetuated, side by side with the great re-
formers who have done so much for the
advancement of the race.

Editoial__N otes.

The World Student Christian Federa-
tion.

Recently a remarkable Conference has
been held at Oxford. It consisted of dele-
gates from University Student Associa-
tions in all parts of the world. This move-
ment is significant, and hopeful.  The
British 1V eekly informs us that “during the
last four years there have been established
Christian associations in 225 universities,
colleges, and schools scattered throughout
the world, and the membership of the fed-
eration has been increased by 35,000. There
are now 2,060 associations, with a member-
ship of 138,000 students and professors.
Special mention should be made of the
Chinese and Japanese movements, in which
large success has been met with of late.
These movements, which were planted and
fostered by foreigners, are now practically
indigenous. Last year 26,000 students were
engaged in the study of missionary ques-
tions. During the last four years, from the
North American and British Student Vol-
unteer Movements alone, 1,400 volunteers
have sailed for the mission field, and are
now working under various missionary so-
cieties."

Persecution in Spain.

Every now and then we hear of cases
which clearlv indicate that the Romish
Church has not changed its policy. It only
requires the opportunity and the power to
be as intolerant as it was in the days of
yore. Here is one example as reported by
the London Christian:—"The case of Pas-
tor Luis Lopez Rodriguez continues to en-
gage the earnest and prayerful thought of
Christian people at home and elsewhere.
It may be recalled that the prosecution arosc
on account of the pastor having assisted at
the burial of the child of one of the mission
teachers, the nature of the ceremony being
according to evangelical views. It was then
discovered that before the mother became
a Protestant, the child was (without the

fflthcr'§ knowledge) baptised in the Roman
Catholic Church.  According to the law of
Spain the parish pricst had the right in
these circumstances to bury the child after
his own fashion, and he took the matter to
law. The outcome of the trial was that the
pastor, with his brother and two friends,
were sentenced to two months’ imprison-
ment, and also fined. Later, the Supreme
Court confirmed this unjust sentence. Span-
ish converts are looking to Protestant Fng-
land, and are hopeful that even at the
eleventh hour something may be done to
avert the painful experience which the car-
rying out of the sentence would bring.”

Distributing the Word.

A great work is going on in the distribu-
tion of Bibles throughout the world. It is
one of the best and cheapest means of
preaching the gospel. Books get where the
preacher cannot go. The Bible is a silent
but eloquent preacher. And so we learn
with pleasure of the report that reaches
us of the work being done by the Associa-
tion for the Free Distribution of the Scrip-
tures. The following tells of some of it:—
“As in past years, so in 1908, great numbers
of Bibles, Testaments, and portions of
Scripture were circulated throughout the
world by the Association for the Free Dis-
tribution of the Scriptures. It is particu-
larly gratifying to note that many hundreds
in different parts of Russia have found sal-
vation through the preaching and distribu-
tion of God's word. At one of the prisons
on the Dnieper, where there were 4,000
inmates, the chief governor was moved by
the tears of the prisoners. He asked what
thanks should be rendered to the visitor
who had given them the New Testaments,
and, answering his own question, exclaimed,
‘Believe the gospel that he has preached to
you! Don't you see that he has put before
you the way for starting a new life, being
assured that your sins are forgiven and
blotted out?’ From India. b. Bower writes
that the distribution of God’s word has been
a great help to his work. There are now
hundreds in the Kunankulam district who
possess copies of the Scriptures. — Also
among the unconverted Indians there is
considerable concern arising from the in-
terest shown by many of their compatriots
in the ‘Christian Book. The work is
spreading among all classes, not excepting
students and Brahmins. In China, too, the
efforts of the Society are prospering, par-
ticularly amongst the young: and many in
the Sunday Schools are diligently studying
the Scriptures. There are indications that
the Bible has already penetrated into many
of the least accessible parts of Africa.”

Jesus or Christ?

The Hibbert Journal is a quarterly maga-
zine in which all sorts of religious questions
are discussed. Friend and foe alike meet
in its pages. Hybrids also write for it,
and these are a kind of foes we like the
least. One of these, the “Rev.” R. Roberts,
writes of *Jesus” as a good man, but rejects
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“Christ.” Here is part of the reply given
by Professor Moulton:—“And, let it be re-
membered, what has done all this is the
New Testament as it stands, and the Gos-
pels first of all. It is Jesus, then, whose
triumphs are witnessed to-day by mission-
aries in every quarter of the globe. But
if this Jesus is nothing more than a su-
premely good Jew of the olden time, of
whom we know very little, so that a learned
man from somewhere or other has even
determined him to be a myth, how are we
going to explain the way the world is go-
ing after him? The simple fact is that
neither Jesus nor Christ could do it: Jesus
Christ alone can work the marvel we see
to-day. Those who think it all incredible
should go and look for themselves. They
would find men and women of races and
cultures and languages lying poles asunder
all taking hold in their different ways of
this unlettered Jew of long ago. By an
instinct that men cannot explain, they all
find in him their own countryman and con-
temporary, the Friend of their daily life,
the Strength of their realised weakness.
Who less than the Son of man, he who is
Universal Man because he was God over
all, could thus meet the heart’s needs of
every son of man? The earliest message
of Christian preachers was ‘Jesus Christ
is Lord.” It is the message still, and we win
our way to it through paths of rigid his-
torical and higher criticism, comparative re-
ligion, and broad unprejudiced modern out-
look on the facts of life to-day. To deny it
is to throw away the only key that can un-
lack the mystery of the world.”

The Book that Civilises.

L'he Bible alone has civilised whole na-
tions. It is the one book that can fully lead
forth the richest and deepest and sweetest
things in man's nature. Read all other
books—philosophy, poetry, history, fiction
—but if you would refine the judgment, fer-
tilise the reason, wing the imagination, at-
tain unto the finest womanhood or the
sturdiest manhood, read this book rever-
ently and prayerfully, until its truths have
dissolved like iron into the blood. If you
have no time, make time and read. The
hook Daniel Webster placed under his pil-
low when dying is the book all should carry
in the hand while living.—Dr. IWright Hillis.

It is not the rare gifts, the possessions of
the few; it is not great wealth, great learn-
ing, great genius, or great power—it is not
these things that make the possessors happy.
It is health, it is friendship, it is love at
home; it is the voices of children; it is sun-
shine. It is the blessings that are common-
est, not those that are rarest; it is the gifts
that God has scattered everywhere.—G. H.
Morrison.

That which we are, we shall teach, not
voluntarily, but involuntarily.—Fmerson.
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THE SOCIETY OF
- o
Christian Endeavor
¢ For Christ and the Church.”
CoNDUCTED BY A. R. Main.

(Al correspondence for this department should be
addressed to Suffolk-rd., Surrey Hills, Vic.)

VANITY FAIR.

Topic for September 2o,

Suggested Subjects and Readings.
A stranger here—1 Peter 2: 11-23
A\ passing pageant—1 John 2: 15-17
Satan’s offer—Matt. 4: 8-11
What is not vanity >—Iieb. 12: 2
AMade a spectacle—1 Cor. 4: 6-13
The e¢nd of vanity—Rev. 18: 1-8; 21: 1-5

IX. Vanity

=

7w

u

Topic—Pilgrim’s Progress Series.
Fair—Fccl. 1: 12-18; 2: 1-11.

There is no doubt as to the meaning here.
Junyan was familiar with the fairs of his own
time and country.
zoad.

The effect of these was not
The allegorist used well-known practices
to point his moral. *This passage,” writes John
Kddman, “is one of the permanent and priceless
gifts of religion to literature. The world is very
sensitive, and all ordinary and direct criticisms
of it are keenly resented. Dut in this brilliant
picture it has consented to recognise itself. The
genius manifest alike in the name and in the
deseription is so irresistible, the mingled sarcasm
and pathos of the passages so true to life, that
no course was open for the world but to adopt
the title or to change its ways; and when frank-
ness and repentance were the cnly alternatives
which John Bunyan left to it, it boldly chose
the former.”

The way to the Celestial City,

Junyan says, “lies just. through this town.”
If you would avoid it, “then must ye needs go
out of the world” (1 Cor. 5: 10). The whole
passage is a fine commentary on the familiar ex-
pression, “in the world, but not of it.” Tt is
remarked, in illustration of the wrongful attempt
to shun the path through Vanity Fair, that “the
Prince of princes himself, when here, went
through this town to his own country.” Most
of us believe Bunyan was right in this. We re-
member that some have tried to avoid this path.
Some, in the past, desiring to be free from con-
tamination, left the haunts of men. If Bunyan
was right, the hermits of old, and those to-day
who seck personal heliness by way of the clois-
ter, are alike wrong. They have, while secking
for communion with the Master, forgotten the
Master's method. Christians are the salt of the
carth: one hint is that the salt is not absolutely
apart from that on which it exercises its preserv-
ing power. Asceticism and monasticism are con-
demned as good neither for the world, nor for
the devetee.  Christians have a place in Vanity
Fair, a work to do in it—the work of Christian
and Faithful.

The eccentricity of Christianity.

I think it was Prof. Drummond who spoke of
the cccentricity of Christ (the Nazareth family
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even thought him mad), and pointed out that
“eccentric” means out of the centre, and further,
that it is quite true that the Christian must 'hc,
from the world's view “occentric,” The \\vorl(lln}g
and the child of God have different centres in
life. Their conduct is different, their whole out-
look, their viewpoint, is different. A hubbub
was created in Vanity Fair; the townsfolk
thought TFaithful and Christian were mad (r')
because of their dress; (2) on account of their
curious speech; (3) because they made light of
{he wares of the town. Bunyan here gives the
characteristic distinctions between the Christian
and the worldling. Note that the folk of the
town at once recognised the difference. What
about our case? Is it the fact that every disciple
is manifestly in but not of the world? Do folk
need to be told of your profession? That was
not Bunyan's ideal. Tt is not the true position.
The distinction between the lives of Christians
and of non-Christians should be easily seen.

The ftrial.

Again, with such a wealth of material detail
is impossible. One suggestive study is to be
found in the names presented by Bunyan. TFaith-
ful and Christian had no hope of an acquittal.
Their trial was false, like that of their Master.
The judge was Lord Hategood. It is agreed
that Bunyan here took for his model the in-
famous Lord Jeffreys, of the reign of James II.
A reading, say, of Macaulay’s account of “the
bloody Assizes” would not be amiss. The wit-
nesses were Envy, Superstition, and Pickthank.
It is very striking that Envy should appear. He
who bore witness against the prisoner, “envied
him those ‘principles of faith and holiness’ at
which he snecred....His tongue was bitter be-
cause his heart was sore. In fact, men often
envy Christians, although they refuse to have that
for which they envy them.”
man’s name, and little speech. Tach is signifi-
cant—DMr. Malice, Mr. Live-loose, Mr. Hate-

light, etc., ete. Of course the issue was certain:
IFaithful was slain.

Study each jury-

“Judge, witnesses and jury have, instead
Of overcoming thee, but shown their rage.”

That Hate-good should wish to give a verdict
against a Christian is, of course, a tribute to
Christianity. If evil-minded or wicked men were
found to be favoring the religion of Jesus it

would be a bad sign. “Woe unto you when all
men speak well of you.”

The charge.

The indictment itself is interesting.  The
charge was a threefold one: They had disturbed
trade, stirred up strife, and won 2 party to their
opinions. Each is a fairly serious charge under
certain circumstances; whether it he wrong or
not to do these things depends on the nature of
the trade and of the disturbed opinions, John
Bunyan's own indictment in 1661, may he com-
pared. *“He hath devilishly and perniciously al-
stained from coming to church to hear diyine
service, and is a common upholder of several yy.
Jawful meetings and conventicles, to the great
disturbance and distraction of the good subjects
of our sovereign lord the King” etc. On {pe
charge of disturbance of trade, Kelmap says ;
“This is an old story. From the earliest days o;’

Septembey o4 1909

Christianity, persecution has grown o
commerce was touched by the ney acute .

5 2Oh doctrines -
first opponents of Christ were (as Profé:“‘lcs. The
say points out) the sellers of hay for ‘uﬁor Rap,.

of sacrifice in Ephesus. The image mlekhcns(s
Ephesus, and the men whose hope of afcrs of
in the Philippian damsel with the Spirit L:fm]s. l.:\y
ation, were the men who first frameq this c(ll\vm-
against Faithful.  Bunyan’s lawyers h:qvel“rgc
tainly not been the last to frame it” 7 wmcer.
course be noted that in Demetrius’ complaing of
Ephesus, and in every plaint of a map ok cml
trade since, there is witness borne to the an‘ol
and progress of Christianity. T

Worlldliness.

Now m.d.cﬁnc \vha.t worldliness is. Remark,
first, that it is determined by the spirit of a life,
not the objects with which the life is conversant,
It is not the “flesh,” nor the “eye,” nor “life,"
which are forbidden, but it is the “lust of the
flesh,” and the “lust of the eye,” and the “pride
of life.” It is not the earth, nor the men who
inhabit it—nor the sphere of our legitimate ac-
tivity, that we may not love; but the way in
which the love is given which constitutes world-
liness. Look into this a little closer. The lust
of the flesh. Here is affection for the outward;
pleasure, that which affects the senses only; the
flesh, that enjoyment which comes from the emo-
tions of an hour, be it coarse, or be it refined.
The pleasure of wine or the pleasure of music,
so far as it is only a movement of the flesh.
Again, the lust of the eye. Here is affection for
the transient, for the eye can only gaze on form
and color—and these are things that do not l:}St.
Once more—the pride of life. Here is affection
for the unreal. Men's opinion — the estimate
which depends upon wealth, rank, circumstances.

Worldliness then consists in these three things:
Attachment to the Outward—attachment to the
Transitory—attachment to the Unreal; in oppo-
sition to love for the Inward, the Etcx_-nnl,- the
True; and the one of these affections is neces:
sarily expelled by the other. If a man .lovc the
world, the love of the Father is not in hln.L oe
let 2 man once feel the power of the kineeel)
that is within, and then the love fades of' thntf
emotion whose life consists only in the t]lr!“ 0
a nerve, or the vivid sensation of a fee]mg;llli
loses his happiness and wins his blessedness. 1?5
a man get but one glimpse of the King i, “c,
beauty, and then the forms and shapes o_f “_"";ﬁ'
here, are to him but the types of an invis! l(cl
loveliness; types which he is content ShOHt
break and fade. Let but a man feel trum—‘t:"clr
goodness is greatness—that there is 0° i l'th
greatness—and then the degrading FEVEICIES wlltl
which the titled of this world bow before ‘vea‘ isl
and the ostentation with which the rich ot (1:1;-
world profess their familiarity with title; - 0
pride of life, what is it to him? The Jove is
the Inward—Everlasting—Real—the 1ove lhml:
of the Father, annihilates the love of the worlt:
E. TV, Robertson,

50Cifty

The first anniversary of the Footscray 4
el wa

was celebrated on Augusg 10. The chap uni-
filled wlt!l an enthusiastic audience, a 1arge® 'l:'nble
ber of kindred societies responding with Sul
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quotations in poetry or prose. The President
(Mr. Stewart), after welcoming the visitors, in-
troduced C. M. Gordon, who addressed the meet-
ing on “The Duty of the Church to the C.E)”
A. R. Main taking as his topic “The Duty of the
C.E. to the Church.” The soloists were Misscs
Lena Kemp and Violet Lee, and Mr. D. Stewart.
The sccretary’s report showed splendid progress.
There is a membership of 42, 33 active and 9
associate, with an average attendance at the meet-
ings of 45 young people. The several committees
—Sunshine, Prayer, Lookout, Music, and Mis-
sionary—have done good work. Numerous visits
have been paid by the Sunshine Committee to the
homes of the sick and aged. Flowers with texts
have been regularly distributed. The Prayer
Meeting Committee has conducted prayer meet-
ings cach Sunday prior to the gospel services.
The Missionary Committee is actively engaged
in canvassing for shares in the missionary motor
hoat “Endeavor.” The election of officers at the
half-yearly meeting resulted as follows:—Super-
intendent, Mr. Allan; President, Mr. Stewart;
vice-president, Mr. T. Saunders; secretary, Miss
Rosa Lee: treasurer, Mr. I\. Kerr; organist, Miss
Coxhead. During the evening a handsome dres-
sing-case, suitably inscribed, was presented to the
secretary by Mr. Allan, on behalf of the members,
as a token of their esteem and appreciation for
past services.—Rosa Lee, Secretary.

On the Way to Pittsburg.

(D. A. Ewers.)

IIT.—A MIDNIGHT VISIT TO W.A.

We arrived at Fremantle after midnight
on Monday instead of 7 or 8 o'clock on
Monday morning, and so I missed meeting
about 50 of the brethren who assembled in
Lake-st. chapel to take lunch with me on
Monday. However, my sons, Rob, Will,
and John, with H. P. Manning and W. B.
Blakemore, the preacher at Lake-st., were
on the wharf. We went out to Perth by
a special mail train, and most of us sat talk-
ing till it was time to catch the 6 o’clock
train for the port. Here I saw my grand-
daughter No. 2, who arrived a few weeks
ago. Really, it almost makes one feel old
to think he has two grandchildren.  Bro.
Blakemore tells me he likes Perth, and finds
the Perth brethren not different in their
heartiness from those in America. I gath-
ered that the church was in a prosperous
state, and the work generally looking up.
Contributions are larger, I believe, than at
any previous time, and altogether he feels,
much encouraged. He has a five years
engagement with the church, so it will be
useless for other churches in the Fast to
think of inviting him. I did not see Bro.
Banks, but hear that his work is progress-
ing favorably at Subiaco. This is a habit
the work gets into when Bro. Banks is
around. I know that churches in the East-
ern States will try to win him frogn the
West, but I sincerely hope they won't stic-
ceed. He cannot be spared.

H. P. Manning is preaching at North
Perth and Maylands, two of the suburbs.
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At the latter place the work has been so
prosperous that they have had to enlarge
their Cchapel. W. .. Ewers has a tough
field in Northam, but prospects are bright-
ening. He also takes an interest in the
work for some distance along the line to-
ward Albany. Rumor has it that he con-
templates securing a permanent assistant
before the end of the year. G. B. Moysey,
so well known in other States, holds the
fort at Fremantle. I was delighted to meet
!mn on the wharf as the steamer was leav-
ing, and to learn that he was coming on a
week later. The church has kindly granted
hgm 6 months’ leave of absence to visit the
big Convention. Bro. Moysey has done
splendid service in Australia for the last
36 or 38 years to my personal knowledge,
but he is still young enough to thoroughly
enjoy the holiday. I am only sorry we did
not know in time to arrange to travel to-
gether. It is somewhat singular that while
five of our preachers are visiting the Con-
vention, they all go separately. We may
be more fortunate, some of us, in return-
ing.

What changes have taken place in the
Golden West since T. H. Bates first un-
furled the banner of primitive Christianity
there somewhere about seventeen years ago.
At first the work prospered; then internal
trouble arose, and for a while it almost
seemed as though it must make shipwreck.
Finally, however, the spirit of union, which
is the spirit of Christ, prevailed. Mutual
concessions were made, difficulties were
overcome, and once more peace ruled. No
serious trouble has since arisen, and there
are now, writing from ‘memory, some I5
or 16 churches with about 1400 members,
and some 7 or 8 preachers devoting their
lives to the work of the gospel. ‘I'he W.A.
brethren are progressive and aggressive,
and 1 shall be greatly surprised if
we do not hear of substantial headway
being made in the near future. With an
area extending over one-third of the Con-
tinent, and with resources as yet practically
untouched, the Western province is bound
to become one of the principal States of the
Commonwealth. A peculiarity of the Wes-
tralians is their intense optimism. They
believe in their country, and out of the
abundance of their hearts their mouths
speak. Now, in South Australia you don't
hear much about the resources and future
of the State. I suppose there is at present
1o State in the Commonwealth more sol_l(lly
prosperous, but the S_outh. Australians
either have not much faith in the future,
or else so much confidence that they can
afford to say little about it. In W.A. the
people talk freely of the future, which in
their minds is all aglow with promise, and
I believe they are not mistaken. I am con-
fident, too, that the Churches of Christ are
destined to share in that prosperity, and
their progress in the past 1S but the promise
of much greater things to come.

Piety is the genius of the entire matter:
but piety when it confronts sin has got to
become grit—C. . Parkhurst,

Not Forsaken.

Hear the pledge of Jesus Christ: “I will
not leave you comfortless; I will come to
you. Lo! T am with you alway, even unto
the end of the world.” As long as God
lives and our souls live, so long does this
pledge stand. It is true, we cannot always
feel this presence. But we can always
know that it is there, always think of it, S0
long as thought endures, always rest upon
it for ever and for ever; and the reason
why this promise is given is that we may
hold fast to this truth. There may be a
moment in the very depth of sorrow and
anguish when the presence is hidden from
us. But it is not because God is absent.
It is because we are stunned, unconscious.
It is like passing through a surgical opera-
tion. The time comes for the ordeal. The
anasthetic is ready. You are about to be-
come unconscious. You stretch out your
hand to your friend, “Don’t leave me, don't
forsake me.” The last thing that you feel
is the clasp of that hand, the last thing you
see is the face of that friend. Then a mo-
ment of darkness, a blank—and the first
thing you feel is the hand; the first thing
you see is the face of love again. So the
angel of God’s face stands by us, bends
above us, and we may know that he will be
there, even when all else fails. Our friends
die, our possessions take wings and fly
away, our honors fade, our strength fails,
but beside every mouldering ruin and every
open grave, in the fading light of every
sunset, in the gathering gloom of every twi-
light, amid the mists that shroud the great
ocean beyond the verge of mortal life, there
is one sweet mighty voice that says, “I will
never leave thee, nor forsake thee. In all
thy afflictions I will be with thee, and the
angel of my face shall save thee."—Henry

IPan Dxyke.

Prayer is self-slaughter, in so far as the
will and the supreme desire of the heart
may be concerned. Prayer is self-renuncia-
tion; prayer says, Lord, thy will he done,
not mine. Thus the divine will is done by
consent, human and divine, and is the law,
in its own degree, of the universe; the soul
then falls into the rhythmic movement of
the creation, and the man is translated out
of individuality into personality in its
broadest definitions, and he is part and par-
cel of the great unity which swings like a
censer round the altar divine—Dr. Parker.

What we can do is a small thing, but we
can will and aspire to great things. Thus,
if 2 man cannot be great, he can be good in
will; and what he, with his whole heart
and mind, love and desire, wills to be that
without doubt he most truly is—John Tay-
ler.

Keep the altar of private prayer burning.
This is the very life of all piety—C. H.
Spurgeon,

S

T
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The Resurrection Body.

I note from the CHRISTIAN, Aug. 26, you will per-
mit me a short reply. I will try to be brief.

Can I help * Perplexed "' at all? In Luke 1: 46-47
Mary's sonl magnifies the Lord, and her spirit—
pneuma—rejoices in God her Saviour. Substitute
breath for spirit in this passage, and what absurdity
itis! Take Stephen's dying prayer to his Saviour,
whom he had just seen, and probably then saw,
standing on the right hand of God : ** Lord Jesus, re-
ceive my " breath! What a parody this would be on
the dying prayer of Stephen! I would suggest to
*“ Perplexed " that he hug a little closer to Jesus-and
leave Miles Grant to go his own way. Jesus said,
John 8: 12, *Iam the light of the world; he that
followeth me shall not walk in the darkness, but shall
have the light of life.”” Nearness to Christ will re-
move perplexity.

To my friend *G"” I wounld say, a real man is
composed of body, soul and spirit. The body is
absolutely useless without the sounl or spirit, but it
does notat all follow that the spirit is a nonentity
without the body. I cannot find that the Bible
teaches that the natural man has an immortal soul or
spirit, but it does teach me that man has a spirit—
sometimes called soul—which may have and has after
death conscious life; and in the case of the believer
whose body has fallen asleep in Jesus, his soul is
immortal—'* Whosoever liveth and believeth in me
shall never die"”—and at the resurrection he shall
have an immortal body and stand forth perfect and
glorious, by the power and to the everlasting praise
of his divine Lord.

In reference to Phil. 1: 23, ** Having the desire to
depart and be with Christ,” James Macknight says
re the word in question, *The simple word Iusin
signifies to loose from a port, and the compound
word, analuein, to return to port. Hence it is used to
express one's returning from a feast, Luke 12: 36.
And because on such occasions people were com-
monly joyful, the stoics, whose philosophy taught
them to die cheerfully, made use of the word analuein
to signify to die, in which sense it is used likewise,
2 Tim. 4: 6. Or it may be translated to return;
namely, to God."” In both Phil 1: 23 and 2 Tim
4: 6, Paul is the subject of the departure and not
Christ. The movement is by Paul, and in the first
passage is definitely stated that the desired departure
is that he might ** be with Christ.”

G is also in company with Miles Grant, and he
has another not very good companion, that ‘ Em-
phatic Diaglott."” If he thinks of following the
teaching of this book he had better put the book in
the fire. I think here of the quotation :

** We figure to ourselves the thing we like ;
And then we build it up :
It may be on the rock, or on the sand."”

The author of the ** Emphatic Diaglott *’ must bave
had his right eye on hiscreed, and his left eye on his
work, when he prepared that dangerous book. Burn
it, and keep to the Authorised and Revised Versions,
or for a change take Weymouth or Alexander Camp-
bell.

Re 2 Cor. 12: 1-4, * G parts company with Paul
for Miles Grant, not a good change at all. Paul says
he was ** caught up even to the third heaven'’; again,
he says, be was ** caught up into Paradise, and heard
unspeakable words which it is not lawful fora man to
utter.” Paul did not know when he had this wonder-
ful experience, whether he was in the body or out of
the body. Let me repeat, Paul must have believed
in the possibility of conscious life away from the body.

.
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It is a pity ** G cannot see the connection between
this passage and the subject under consideration. My
letter to be short must close.—]. MORTIMER,

e Field

0

New Zealand.

HampDEN.—On August 8 we had G. Wilson, of
Oamaru, preaching in the evening, when a young
girl, a member of the S§ S, confessed Christ, and was
baptised on the following Tuesday by T. H. Mathie-
son. Good attendances at the gospel meetings, con-
ducted alternately by the Oamaru and local brethren.
—J.B., Aug. 18.

Wancanur.—We had the joy of baptising two
young men (brothers) last Sunday night, who had
formerly been connected with the Roman Catholic
Church.—T.H.R., Aug. 18.

(o]

Victoria.

WinDsor.—Good meeting Sunday morning. One
received by letter.—D.E.P., Aug. 30.

Ber BET.—On Sunday evening last A W. Jinks

preached on ' Jeremiah and His Deliverance.” One
made the good confession.

HawTHORN.—Good meetings yesterday. Two con-
fessions at night.—T.H.P.

MonTroSE,—On Friday, Aug. 20, we were highly
privileged to have with us our beloved Sister Mary
Thompson, missionary on furlough from India, and
Sister E. Terrell. We were pleased to have a good
audience, as Miss Thompson gave us a splendid
address, in which she told us of the great work in
India, and of the great need of those who sit in dark-
ness. Miss Thompson’s curios made her address all
the more interesting. Sister Terrell gave a very fine
address, which was listened to with rapt attention,
On Monday, Aug. 23, we had with us Bro. Parker
who gave his very entertaining and instructive lantem'
lecture entitled ** A Trip Round the World," which
was much appreciated by all. The work is still in

good order with a good interest.—Ropt. LANGLEY,
Aug. 25. 2

WARRNAMBOOL — On Thursday, 26th inst » @ splen-
did audience listened to a programme of elocu
and musical items contributed by the young people of
the school, and everybody left. wanting more, AJ]
branches of effort still flourishing.—J. G. SHAIN,

tionary

CroypoN.—Since last report we had the pleasure
of extending the right hand of fellowship to four new
members — Bro. and Sister Organ and son and
daughter, from Cheltenham. We also had g very
instructive lantern address from Bro, Parker, Bren
Davis and Perkins continue their labor of love, Cominé
all the way from St. Kilda to help their brethren,—
A.A., Aug. 30.

Brunswick. — Three received in on letters, two
being Bro. and Sister E. T. Clapham, from Wan-
ganui, New Zealand. Fair gathering at worship,
W. H. Nightingale, from Sth. Yarra, addresseq
us on ** Mission Work' very acceptably. C, Quick
spoke to a full house at night; topic, * Familiarity
with Sin.” Good number at the breaking of breag
meeting beld subsequently, — W.T,, Aug. 30.

September g, 1900

BI}LLARA'I‘. — Two more confessiopg
Audience packed the chapel, ang . 0 Ayg, 5
room listening though unable to e tbell}‘-“m the bagy

Cacher,

SouTH MELBOURNE.—The Bapq of Ho

its anniversary in Dorcas-st. chape] las“"’\;elebraled
evening, taking the form of rally, wh ednes(h
' en

number wcrerepreseuted.eachsocietymkin e
programme. Mr. Eunson gave aspleudidgp:'tmlhg
the children. On Thursday evening we haddress to
from Sister Terrell and Sister Thompson :}havisit
interesting talks on Foreign Missions, Whi'ch hO Bave
effect of arousing deeper interest in missionad the
On Lord's day morning the church wasg exh(’"e‘gork.
Bro. Marrows, and in the afternoon the Sundby
School commenced their anniversary Practice '*;Y
the evening Bro. Holloway preached to a'l ‘ain
audience.—S. NORTHEAST, Oct. 30. :

TarNaGuLLA.—The local Council has refuseq tolet
us have chairs any lon.ger for our gospel meetings,
We are, therefore, baving forms made at once, In
this part New Testament truth is being stoutly
resisted.—A. W.J.

Dunorry.—A. W. Jinks and Bro. Beasy are sl
keeping the flag flying.

Ber BeT. — The Temperance Society met last
Friday. There were about 8o present,

SouTH YARRA.—On Monday, 23rd inst, we had
Sisters Mary Thompson and Miss Terrell, our mis-
sionaries, with us. They gave very interesting ad-
dresses, and Sister Nightinga'e sang an appropriate
solo. Good meetings last Lord’s day. Amongst the
visitors was Sister Terrell. C. A. Quick gave an in-
spiring address, and W. Nightingale preached on
" The Gospel Stairway.” Sister Hampton was re-
ceived by letter. D. A. Lewis 1s spending a few
weeks’ holiday in Queensland —T.M , Auvg 30.

Bibles and
‘Testaments

AN

We have BIBLES and TESTA-
MENTS of all prices and descrip-
tions for sale

Pictorial Bibles and Testaments
beautiful illustrations.

Thumb Indexed Bibles and Test®
ments.

Red Letter Testaments.

American Standard Bibles and T¢s"
taments.

Holman's Bibles and Testaments:

Teachers’ Bibles.

India Paper Bibles.

Reference Bibles, etc., etc.

The prices rangc from 1/- t0 40/

Send us a DESCRIPTION of the kit
?vfalEiEle you require, and the PRICE‘: )’0\‘;
0 ! :

APPROI?X’LB"“(I we will send you 0

AUSTRAL CO.,
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne:
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PrestoN.—Three good meetings at Preston to-day.
Eighty-five scholars present this afternoon. The
Bible girls sat for their first exam in connection with
wTeacher Training.” Good meeting (fifty-seven
present) to-night Bro. Goodwin’s subject, ** A Sure
Detective.” We would appreciate from church sec-
retaries an early reply to the appeal sent out for our
puilding fund.—W. A. STRONGMAN, Aug. 29.

Corac.—On Wednesday, 27th, we held our half-
yearly social, which was a great success. There were
over roo present, including many of our Baptist
brethren and sisters, and friends of the members of
the church. Bro. Connor was the chairman, and
gave a very encouraging address at the opening of
the meeting. A good programme was appreciated by
all. Bro. Dunn, President of the Life Line Adult
Bible Class, gave a short speech. On Lord's day,
20th, we had a splendid meeting at the breaking of
bread, Bro. Connor speaking. In the evening the
hall was full up. During the week we secured more
sealing accommodation, and these were all in use.
Thiogs are bright and hopeful.—-J. G. Lacy, Aug. 31.

CarrToN (Lygon-st.) —We were delighted to have
Dr. Thos. Porter, of Sydney, with us on Thursday
evening last, from whom we had an excellent address.
A. C. Rankine, of Norwood, S.A. (en route for
America), was also present, Amongst the visitors on
Sunday morning were Bro. Goudie, of Birchip, Bro.
Swan, from Kerang, and Bro. McCallum, of Kaniva.
F. G. Dunn exhorted the church, and T Bagley
preached at night on ** Prepare to Meet thy God.”
Good attendance at both meetings. We regret that
we are losing T. Renton, who leaves this week for
Sydney.—].McC.

HArcourT.—On Monday, 23rd, we held a social to
say good-bye to Sister Olive Symes. Bro. Caldwell
presented her with a silver-mounted salad bowl, on
behalf of the members, and spoke of the service she
had been to the church and school and the great loss
we would feel. The chairman, A. E. Gartside, also
spoke of the willing and valuable work she had given
in singing God's message, and the pleasure he had in
conveying her to the churches around this district to
do so. Bro. Leng, from Custlemaine, also spoke.
Sister Symes had been with him in several missions,
singing night after night, and her beautiful voice had
moved men and women. The chapel was full,
Several members came from Castlemaine. On Friday,
20th, the residents held a social at the Rechabite Hall,
which was also full, and the chairman, A. E. Gart-
side, presented Sister Symes with a beautiful silver
tea and coffee service from the residents. On Wed-
nesday our Sister Symes was married to A. E.
Horton, of the Windsor church. They were married
by Bro. Leng. The chapel was nicely decorated, and
was crowded to overflowing. The wedding tea was
held in C, Symes' residence, where a great many
guests assembled and the usual toasts were honored.
A very great crowd were at the station to say good-
bye.

BRIGHTON.—On Friday last a number of friends
assembled to bid farewell to Sisters Mrs. Ford and
three daughters, Miss Willis, and Miss Terrell. A
programme was, rendered and short addresses de-
livered, after which all adjourned for refreshments,
when small tokens were presented as an appreciation
of services. Meetings at Sandringham are good,
Bro. Ludbrook conducting.—Aug. 31,

CASTLEMAINE.—Last night we had a crowded meet-
ing. The writer spoke on * Conversion to God,"
and five made the good confession. There is an
intense interest in the town at present. We have
taken the Mechanics' Institute for Thursday night,
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arfd are holding a public meeting over which Dr. Cook
will preside, and the writer will give his reasons for
resigning from the Castlemaine Ministers’ Associ-
ation. We pray that the result of this may be the
salvation of maoy souls —H. P. Lexg, Aug. 30.

BeRWICK.—At our mid-week prayer meeting we
had the pleasure of a visit from C. A. Wilson, His
address was much enjoyed. On Sunday, the 29th, we
had visitors with us, Bro. Wright, from Emerald,
who presided in the morning, and Sister Mary
Thompson, who spoke in the afternoon to a full house
on the work in India.—E.E.H., Aug. 31.

0

South Australia.

NorTH ApELAIDE.—Two from the ranks of the
Sunday School—Rita Downs and Frank Thomas—
were welcomed into the church last Lord's day morn-
ing, baviog previously obeyed their Lord in baptism.
The F,M. offering for N A. and Prospect totalled
£50.—V.B.T., Aug. 30.

MiLeE EnNp.—Yesterday we had good meetings. In
the evening the preacher's theme was ** The Rock of
Ages." An elderly woman, a young man, and a girl
confessed Christ.—R.H., Auvg. 30.

York.—One baptism since last report. We were
pleased to bave with us to-day K. W. Duncan, who
gave a helpful address. W. C. Beiler delivered the
gospel message at night. Good meetings.—H.].H.,
Aug. 29.

HeNLEY BeacH.—We commenced a Y.P.S.C.E. on
Aug. 23. 16 persons joined as active members, and 4
as associate members. President, H. J. Horsell;
Vice-president, J. W. Cosh; Corresponding Secre-
tary, Miss M. Lawrie; Recording Secretary, B.
Rivett; Treasurer, W. Stanford. To day C. Fiedler
gave a good address. We had a large congregation
in the evening, when the writer spoke upon the
theme ** Why I Belong to the Church of Christ.”
There were two baptisms.—H |.H, Aug. 29.

UnrLEvy.—Last Lord's day the prizes won at the
Sunday School Scripture examination were distributed
by Fraok Verco. Addresses were delivered to the
children and their parents by T. J. Gore, M.A., and
W. L Johnston. W. E. Wood has been baptised and
received into fellowship. He was a convert from the
Chapman-Alexander mission. To-day Mrs. Manuel
passed to her rest after a long illness borne with
exemplary cheerfulness and trust. We deeply sym-
-pathise with her parents—Bro, and Sister W. Jones,
and her two soms, in their bereavement,—R.B.,
Aug 29.

MiranG.—Notwithstandiog great floods of water
preventing traffic, our meetings have been fine. Bro.
Wilson, who has been invited to conduct a mission
prior to leaving for New Zealand, is here. Starting
with the Junior Endeavor to-day, an address was
given on * Sunshine," and the missioner gave out
membership cards for a new society—*'R.T.H O "—
« Ready to help others.” The morning worship was
was attended. Several visitors from Adelaide were
made welcome. Sister M. Leedham, from Grote-st.,
gave a speaking message in SoDg. For the Sunday
School it was decision day, and the missioner ad-
dressed the scholars on ' Habils,” with a living
illustration, when we had the joy of seeing Vera,
youngest daughter of our esteemed Sister Blackwell,
nobly make the good confession. To-night a fine
meeting assembled to hear Bro. Wilson on * The
Question of Questions,” assisted by a good choir,
and E. Fischer, of Grote-st., as leader of singing.—
H. EpGar Harr,
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QuUEENSTOWN.—On Lord's day, Aug. 22, at the
gospel meeting, three who had previously confessed
Christ were immersed. W. C. Brooker delivered an
address. On Monday, 23rd, 16 members of the
Young Men's Class, with the President, Bro. Lawton,
accepted the invitation of W. C. Brooker to spend an
evening at his home, Music, singing and games
were indulged in, and Sister Brooker provided supper.
On Lord's day, Aug. 29, one sister and two brothers
were received into fellowship, a large number break-
ing bread. W.C. Brooker exhorted. At the gospel
meeting Bro. Hawkes delivered an address, after
which the father of a family who are already mem-
bers made the good confession. The attendances at
mid-week meetings are on the increase.—A.P.B.,
Aug. 30.

Kapina.—Last Lord's day the writer with another
deacon visited Wallaroo to assist the brethren there
in the morning meeling. Bro. Kilmire came to
Kadina to exhort the church, as our evangelist was
away at Bews. We had a nice meeting at Wallaroo,
Last Sunday morning at Kadina three were added to
the church by faith and obedience. In the evening
Bro. Neill spoke to a splendid gathering. On Thurs-
day one was immersed, and one young lady confessed
Christ. This morning one received the right hand of
fellowship. To-night Bro. Warren spoke to a full
house—a service to men only, with a male choir. At
the close two young men made the good confession.—
W.G.C., Aug. 29.

———

Queensland.

CoNFERENCE, ToowooymBA DisTricT. — A Confer-
ence of representives was held in the chapel, Too-
woomba, on August 5. The chair was taken by
H. Quire, and at roll-call the following delegates
answered :—Mount Tyson, Bro. and Sister H. and
Sister M. Quire ; Tannymorel, Bro. Fred. Blackwell ;
Meringandan, Bro. Sutcliffe; Chinchilla, Bro. and
Sister Flett; Goondiwindi, Bro. Bowles; and a large
number of local brethren. The report of the secre-
tary showed a membership of g4; 46 added to the
roll during the year (26 baptisms, 13 by restoration, 7
by letter) ; 13 had been removed by revision of roll,
and the g4 mentioned all regularly communicating.
H. Parsons presented the treasurer’s statement, which
showed the receipts to have been nearly {200, and
about equal to theexpenditure. Theevangelist, J. W.
Parslow, gave a short report. District reports were
then received from the visiting brethren. A kindly
and harmonious discussion took place on the fore-
going reports, and on the following propositions : —
The church building, the needs of the district, pre-
paration of a preacher’s plan, city visitation work,
city evapgelistic mission, and the formation of an
Executive Committee. Much useful business was
transacted, and the work for the future placed ona
more permanent and satisfactory basis. The business
session closed at 1 pm. Re-assembling at 7 30, the
half-yearly public business meeting was held. The
evangelist occupied the chair, and presided over the
largest gathering of members aud friends the church
has ever known. After the opening exercises glowing
accounts of tke present condition of and the work
accomplished by the various church departments
were presented in the following order: — Secretary
and treasurer, L. A. Hoskins; Dorcas, Sister Mrs.
Greenwood; Young People's Society, H. Cole-
man (showing active membership of 37); Sunday
School, the superintendent, Bro. Hoskins (scholars,
79; teachers, 5); Temperance Society, Bro. Reeve,

Continued on page 502,




500

The Australian Christian

The Servant of the Isle.

By Alice Louise Lee.

(Continued,)

Just then Lete came tramping into the kitchen,
dripping but cheerful. He had come up from
the shore. “Wall, the wind’s shifted. Back of
the gale is broke, I expect, and the boat is all
safe and snug.”

Following him came the captain. “Yes, the
storm’s broke, but there’s enough to it yet.”

Mrs. Brooks caught at the encouragement in
the men’s voices. She ran to the kitchen, crying,
“0O, captain, now you'll go for a doctor for my
baby, won't you? Please, captain—"

Maria quietly closed the door, and only the
broken murmur of the mother’s pleading reached
the watchers beside the baby. But when the cap-
tain passed the window, Maria noticed that he
was wiping his eyes.

“Captain’s soft-hearted, ain’t he?” commented
Mabhaly, also observant. .

“Yes, Joe’s sympathetic,” returned Maria, but
she did not dream to what a length his sympathy
had carried him until much later.

Meantime a change came over Mrs. Brooks.
She no longer moaned and talked, but vibrated
silently between her child and the window over-
looking the harbor, where she stood with her
face pressed against the pane, straining her eyes
into the fast-falling darkness.

The backbone of the storm, as Lete said, was
broken. The rain presently ceased. In an hour
the moon arose, and shone fitfully behind angry
scudding clouds. The wind became a whip-lash,
sharp and uncertain; but the sea roared and
moaned and frothed dangerously. Two hours
passed, and the same conditions held. Three
hours, and the wind became steadier; but the
sea still roared a warning to those familiar with
its voice.

At nine o'clock Mahaly rose, and looked per-
plexedly at the suffering baby. “If we had a
water bag,” she said doubtfully, “we could try
hot water at the back of its head.”

Maria moved with alacrity. “T’ll fetch mine,”
she said, and started down the path.

“I wonder,” she thought, as she saw a light in
her living room, “if it will be safe in the morning
for Joe to go—and the others.”

To her surprise the missionary was the sole
cccupant of the cottage. He sat beside the table
reading, but his face betrayed no great interest
in his book. He looked up uncasily when Maria
entered.

“Where’s Joe?”

Asa Brown laid his book face down on the
table, arose, and threw out his arms in an as-
sumption of a careless yawn. Behind the care-
lessness lay plain anxiety. “Why, Miss Packer,
didn’t you know? It’s half an hour since—they
left.”

Maria gasped.
paled, and her lips became dry.
Joe’s gone for a doctor?”

The missionary nodded. “Half an hour ago.”

Maria sat down, suddenly weak, but with a
thrill of pride, nevertheless. Her brother’s phys-

“‘They—left’?” Her face
“Do you mean

ical bravery redeemed in her eyes many of his
faults.

Then she remembered the plural pronoun the
missionary had used. “ “They’?” she repeated.
‘Who went with him?”

The missionary turned his back deliberately,
and poked at the fire. “Aaron,” he answered
briefly.

A cry, hastily choked and stifled, escaped
Maria. She shrank back as though the mission-
ary had dealt her a blow. Aaron! and that awful
sea with its deadly undertow! She caught her
quivering lips between her teeth, and fought for
self-possession while the missionary with un-
necessary noise opened and shut the draughts,
raised the lids, looked at the fire, and banged
them on again.

After a short interval Maria arose, and, open-
ing the door of a cupboard, took out the hot-
water bag. Her face was colorless and her eyes
unnaturally bright, but her voice was quite steady
as she spoke. .

“I hope you can make yourself comfortable
here until—they—come home, because I must go
back to Lete’s. Mahaly and Mrs. Brooks need

me.”
Asa Brown turned with a cheerfulness he was
far from feeling. “Comfortable? Why, of

course, Miss Packer; and don’t you worry about
the Servant of the Isle. The captain is as cool-
headed on a deck as a piece of ice in December,
and Aaron isn't a whit behind him. T’'m so con-
fident that they will make it both ways in good
shape that T've laid our plans for to-morow.,
Let’s see. It's nine o’clock now. By five to-
morrow morning T'll trust the Rising Sun con-
fidently to old Father Neptune if he keeps on
getting calmer at the rate he's improving now.
In that way we'll get the start of Reuben by
several hours at least, because {he sea won't be
fit for a dory until later, and the captain doesn’t
start before nine.”

Maria smiled a brave good-night.
your plan will work,” she faltered,

All the way up the hill she listened to the sea
shudderingly. “The baby isn't worth it,” I
muttered rebelliously. “The Servant of tl;e
can’t live in such a sea.”

Lete Fane, however, took a different view of
the situation, and one characteristic of the is-
landers’ view of Aaron. “Wall,” said Lete s
resky, it’s blamed resky; but theyll pull tln,-ou h
on two counts. First, the captain cap handglc
a boat—ncne better. He never Ioses his head—
on shipboard, that is. And, if he has Aarop with

“I hope—

she
Isle

him, he’s bound to float, Aaron’s that blamed
lucky.”
“I wish I might think that, too” responded

Maria, turning to the sick room,

The mother had drawn a chair to
of the little bed, and sat motionless,
clasped in her lap, her eyes fixed op
face.

The hours passed. Consciousnesg cam
child, and went again. Mahaly apqg

the heaq
er hands
the little

¢ to the
Maria sat
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by, unable to do more, Within
silence; outside, the soung of 5

“Two hours there, and (y,
:\Ilnna: her g'l/L alternating between (h'c,

1e window. “At the best, two hours
two back, and they started at cight O’hlo cr,

Midnight came, but brought ScrcrOCk'”
Isle.  The moon rode high noyw in ,1\:‘_';1 Of
and the water had ceased its moan, 8(‘" sky,
only had waited!” thought Maria
could have made the chance without

Her eyes were now more often to ¢
than to the child, her anxiefy pl
her vision. One moment she wa
th.c sails of l‘hc Servant of the Isle; the next, fh,
sails had disappeared, and only the e
rode the waves.

At one o’clock she arose impulsive
down the shades. “I can’t stand it, to look and
look, and sce nothing,” she thought, anq the
found the minutes longer and more fraught \\'il;:
forebodings not to look.

At two o'clock Mahaly, her head resting .
comfortably against the back of her chair, fell
asleep. The house was quiet. The wind, sloy
now and steady, soughed and wailed through the
lighthouse tower. The tolling of the bell and
the moan of the whistling-buoy were painfully
distinct, but Mrs. Brooks did not seem to hear
them.

“I must look,” said Maria aloud at last; “I
must look again.”

She moved swiftly to the window, and was
raising the shade when steps sounded outside,
and two voices, one belonging to the captain, the
other less familiar, though sometimes heard on
the island. Mahaly awakened with a start. The
mother raised her head; but Maria, her strength
deserting her, sank back into a chair. Her lips
moved, but no words escaped them.

The doctor had arrived.

Maria could hear her brother’s voice, sup:
pressed with difficulty, ringing with its most ex-
ultant note as he talked to Lete in the kitchen:
therefore she knew all was well with the Servant
of the Isle and its occupants.

Inside the sick room the doctor worked fﬂf
half an hour, and then, turning to the girlish
mother, who was hanging on to his cvery word
and action, said cheerfully: “Now, Mrs. Brooks,
I want you to go to bed. This Tittle girl will b
keeping you busy chasing her in a few days, and
it’s necessary that you get a good rest.”

He turned to Maria, lowering his voice. “Take
!mr away, and make her lie down, Miss Packer,
if you can fetch it.”

With childish trustfulness in the doctor's Pro”
mises ‘and presence Mrs. Brooks followed Mart:
In the kitchen they encountered Lete, burstin
to impart the news of the rough chance as I
lﬂt‘ed by the captain. o
did‘i’ttilxlmye’? he cried, slapping his k"cfl'?ing:

w it was in Aaron to do such a thi’
but Mis' Brooks, ’twas a mighty pretty think
heﬂdonc for that baby of yours.”

“Aaron?" whispered Mrs. Brooks. “Anrm"’

_Aaron took the chance with my brother
plained Maria,

Mrs. Brooks's eyes widened, and into l.hﬂ}:
crept a look of fear. “I didn't know—he (]”‘“-r
e g;l ler, and looked dm.vn at them,

Y listening as Lete continued.
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“Why, it scems that, when they’d got in the
harbor over to the Point, the captain couldn’t
make the landin’.  Ye see it was a sou’wester,
and the tide was runnin’ in too. So the captain
stayed by his boat; but they hove a dory over,
and Aaron made the landin’ in ’er, and brought
the doctor off. How he ever done it—but then,
Aaron’s lucky, we all know. Tf he wa'n’t, you
wouldn’t have got the doctor till mornin’.”

Mrs. Brooks still stared down at her hands.
“And. it was Aaron who did it,” she murmured.

Later, as Maria sat beside her bed, and laid
2 cool hand on her brow, the little mother sud-
denly opened her eyes.

“Do you hear the moaning and tolling and the
wind? _ They have all begun since I heard about
Aaron. O, yes, they have. I didn’'t hear them
before. They began, those awful sounds, to make
me remember.”

She lay a moment straining her eyes at the
ceiling. “Baby will live, and Aaron saved her.
It's all so strange. There’s something I must
do, and what will Charlie think?” She turned
her head, looking carnestly at Maria. “What
will my husband say to me when he knows?”

“There! there!” soothed Maria. “It's nothing
you must do to-day, is it?”

“I don't know,” murmured Mrs. Brooks, clos-
ing her eyes wearily. “I don't recall the date.
If—to-day—is—the ’ her voice trailed away
into the silence of sleep; and Maria, rising, went
softly to the window, and sat down in an casy
chair.

A sound arose faintly from the harbor, and the
moon shone down clearly on the Rising Sun
putting out. “They’ll reach Portland to-day,”
thought Maria, “but will it save the Anniec Rey?”

With the question in her mind, she rested her
head against the chair-back, and slept.

Daylight found the baby out of danger, sleep-
ing quictly; and, when the Servant of the Isle
sailed at nine, the doctor was on board. At
nine also Mrs. Silas Green took Maria’s place as
nurse; and Maria, leaving Mrs. Brooks still
asleep, as she supposed, started down the path
with Lete.

“Reuben’s gettin’ ready to go some'ers or other
this noon,” Lete informed her. “Reub’s always
sailin’® around the country. He ain’t done a
thing towards gettin’ ready for lobsterin’”

“That’s not thrifty,” returned Maria.

She entered her own house, thankful to be
alone. Rebuilding the fire, she fed the bird and
the cat, sitting down, finally, to her own break-
fast, facing, as usual, the south window, which
commanded a view of Aaron’s cottage.

Presently she glanced out, and gave an ex-
clamation. “The poor child! I hoped . she'd

_sleep all the morning” Then, “Whatever is she
about? T wonder.”

It was Mrs. Brooks, hatless and coatless, her
hair uncombed, and rumpled, hurrying toward
Aaron’s untenanted cottage, carrying an envelope
in her hand. When she reached the door, she
stooped hastily, and then started away, running
like a frightened child; and Maria saw she was
empty-handed.

“A letter for Aaron!” ejaculated Maria, has-
tening to the back door. “Mrs. Brooks, Mrs.
Brooks!” she called. .

Mrs. Brooks stopped, and looked around, but
did not reply.

“w
tatclcf—}‘,‘c:,t ]\:I:chtc:'leﬁto‘ scch.Aaron,"—-..\‘[aria. hesi-
R anything for him, he's not

“But hc.will soon come.” There was a fright-
cnsd enquiry in the assertion.
vﬂgl:s; hcul‘;:':lsl i(:tlcb across,” Maria replied

. ¢ home to-day, nor to-
morrow; I don’t know when.”
adﬁfz‘:fécBrg%l:intg:)lcoa few steps uncertainly in

- w is the fourth. He ought
to get my letter before the fourth., He ought to
get it to-day.”

Instantly into Maria’s mind flashed Mrs.
Brooks’s assertion of a few hours carlier, that
there was something she must do.

“Is the letter important?” Maria asked.

“O, yes, very important,” hesitatingly. Then
appealingly: “I can’t help it, can I? He'll see
when he comes that I've done my best to warn
him—and Charlie can’t be angry with me, cither
—I dread so to have him angry.”

She wavered a moment, and then ran on up
the hill, leaving Maria standing in the doorway,
thinking intently. The letter contained a warn-
ing which would anger the lawyer; therefore it
was of importance to Aaron; yet the mail had
gone out on the Servant of the Isle at nine
o’clock, and to-morrow would be October fourth.

Suddenly Maria’s lips became a red line of
resolution. She hastened across the hillside, and
sccured the letter from under Aaron’s unlocked
door.

“There’s just one way that I can be sure of
its reaching him,” she said aloud; “and as for
Reuben,’—the tiny lines about the corners of her
cyes appeared,—“he’'ll be doing his brother a
good turn without knowing it.”

—C.E. World.
To be continued.

Graces Made Visible in Actions.

Our Master does not care about quan-
tity, but about quality and motive. The
slave with a few pence, enough to stock
meagrely a little stall, may show as much
business capacity, diligence, and fidelity, as
if he had millions to work with. Christ re-
wards not actions, but the graces which are
made visible in actions; and these can be
as well seen in the tiniest as in the largest
deeds. The light that streams through a
pinprick is the same as pours through the
widest window. The crystals of a salt pre-

- sent the same faces, flash back the sun

at the same angles, whether they be large
or microscopically small.  Therefore the
judgment of Christ, which is simply the
utterance of fact, takes no heed of the
extent, but only of the kind of service, and
puts in the same level of recompense all
who, with however widely varying powers,
were one in spirit, in diligence, and devo-
tion. The eulogium on the servants is not
“successful” or “brilliant,” but “faithful,”
and both alike get it—Dr. Alexander Mac-
laren.

'he measure of a man's difficulties is
the measure of Cod's trust in him—JFil-
liam T. Gunn.
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Commentaries

for 1910. |
Order Now.

I I E I

PARTICULARS OF BOOKS.

1. DOWLING'S CHRISTIAN SUNDAY
SCHOOL COMMENTARY for 1910, {

For Senior Classes, Bible Classes,
etc. A valuable book, not only for
S.S. teachers, but for anyone en-
gaged in the study of God’s word.
Price, 4/-.

2. THE BIBLE STUDENT.

A Quarterly for Classes with
scholars from 12 to 16 years old.
Per year, 2/-.

3. THE SCHOLARS’ QUARTERLY.

Lessons suitable for Classes with
scholars from 8 to 12 years old.
Per year, T/6-

4. THE PRIMARY QUARTERLY.
This contains nice easy lessons
for Infants and smaller classes.
Per year, 1/-.

STRICTLY CASH WITH
ORDER.

No books will be ordered unless

paid for in advance. Books will

be posted direct from America to

customer’s address.

TERMS:

Orders should reach the Austral Office
not a day later than October 11,
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Erom the Field—continued.

senr.; Boys' Club, C. Young ; Singing Class, A. Cole-
man; Students' Class, Bro, Parslow. H. Quire and
Bro. Blackwell also spoke briefly of the work at their
centres. Other pleasing items were rendered during
the evening. The Sunday School sang in splendid
style hymn 6og Sankey's, and the Boys' Club, No. 7.
Two handsome books were presented as prizes from
Sister E. Bagley (Victoria) to the boy and girl secur-
ing the greatest number of marks for the year, the
winners being Eva Parsons and Harold Hoskins.
The S S. rally prizes were awarded to Sister K. Stuart
1st, Linda Eastgate 2nd, and bandsome text-cards to
F. and M. Turner, L. Parsons and E. Reeve. A
nomber of the visiting brethren remained in the city
over Sunday, and in spite of the inclement weather
there was a record attendance (54) at the Lord's
Supper. In the morning three new members (1 by
baptism, 2 by letter) were welcomed into the church,
The church has received a wonderful stimulus as a
result of the Conference gathering.—LEwis A. Hos-
KINS.

-—0

New South Wales.

BrokeN Hirr —Fine meeting last Lord's day.
Three received the right hand of fellowship. Two
S.S. scholars made the good confession at night.
Six baptisms at the week-night service. We are
holding our S.S. aoniversary next Sunday.—R. J.
Housk.

InveERELL.—At Gumflat, on the 15th, a daughter of
Bro. Laidlaw came out and made the good confession
of faith, and was baptised on the 22nd, in the morn-
ing. On the same night a son of W. Fox, and a son
of Bro. Shutz, made the good confession These will
be baptised on the 2gth. Our attendance is gettiog a
little better, but there is still room for a much larger
congregation. These confessions are partly the result
of our Bro. Waters' visitations and preaching in these
country places. We are making arrangements for
our 4th anniversary on the 29th prox. Any brother
who can come aloog will be heartily welcomed.—
H. CooK, SENR., Aug. 25.

PeTERsHAM.—On Sunday morning, Aug. 22, Bro.
Charlick, from Adelaide, exhorted the church very
acceptably.

PappincToN.—The Master's work in this district is
very encouraging. Our meetings on the Lord's day
are large, and the spiritnal power therein is increas-
ing. We are seeing many come forward to obey
Christ. To-day (Aug. 29) we held our Bible School
anniversary services. The building was nicely de-
corated, and much labor had been expended on the
erection of a suitable platform. At the morning

service there was a good attendance, and W. W.
Macindoe delivered the address. The afternoon
meeting was not as large as we expected, but a heavy
rain storm came on just before the commencement of
the service, However, it wasagood meeting. The sing-
ing under J. W. Mossop (conductor) and Miss Amery
(organist) was beautiful. The supt. (Bro. McKnight)
presided, and S. G. Griffith (City Temple) spoke.
At the evening service our building was packed.
The children excelled themselves with their chorus
items, and reflected much credit upon the concductor.
Our subject was ** The Children’s Friend.” We were
delighted to see four Sunday School girls and one
woman come forward. The public meetiog and dis-
tribution of prizes promises to be a good time. In
conjunction with some other preachers in this dis- -
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trict, we are holding men's meetings every Su.nday
afternoon, and believe that permanent blesstng ‘wxll'be
the resalt, Our annual mission (a fixed institution
almost at Paddington) is planned for Oct. 11 to 31.—
AEI, Aug. 31

E.M. CommirTEE, N S.W.—The Commiltee. held
its monthly meeling on Aug. 28, Mr. Gole, PreSIde'nt,
in the chair. Correspondence was read concerning
the aborigines' camp at Lismore. The church at
Lismore has, up to the present, mioistered to the
spiritual needs of the aborigines, but the Government
demands that the natives shall live as much as pos-
sible on the reservations at some distance from the
towns, and at Dunoon reserve they are too far from
the Lismore church for the members to do what they
would, and Lismore church asks for help to place.a
teacher at the camp. They have a suitable onein
mind. The Federal Committee granted £5 and the
N.S.W. Commitee endorsed their action. Very wel-
come and interesting letters were read from Bro.
Filmer on Pentecost Island. The Chinese Class at
Sydney reports an average attendance of 35 and 19
teachers, also the resigoation of secretary. More
teachers are required. A brother and sister from
Enmore have decided to devote their lives to F.M.
work among the aborigines, and are commencing
their training to that end. Bro. Rankine and Sister
Hancock, from Adedaide, were present, and Bro.
Rankine spoke a few words of encouragement. The
new collectors’ receipt books were handed round.
When they come into use each subscriber—if of only
1d.—will receive a tiny picture of one of our mission-
aries as part of the receipt.

Here @& There.

o
Decisions reported in this issue, 37.

G. A. Sewell has been appointed secretary to the
church at Bet Bet, Vic.

East Suburban Conference monthly meeting to be
held at Sth. Yarra chapel on Sept 8.

New South Wales brethren please remember the
Home Mission tea and rally at City Temple, Sept. 14.
See Coming Events.

S.S.U.,Vic.—Annual teachers’ conference and social
will be held on Monday, Sept. 13, at § p.m.
Swanston-st. chapel. See Comiog Events,

Sunday School teachers, superintendents ang
workers should read the particulars of the S.S. Com-
mentaries for 1910 on page 501. Order now,

Will all those who desire accommodation during the
coming Adelaide Conference piease communicate
with Robt. Harkness, Parker-st., Mile End ?

Miss Olive Symes of Harcourt, Vic., was marrieq to
Mr. A. E. Horton, of Windsor church, op Aug. 25
Congratulations and best wishes to the happy couple

In the Christian chapel, Glenlyon-rd , Brunswick.
on Wednesday evening, Sept. 8, a meeting will b::
held in the interests of Home Missions by the Sisters'
Executive. Music by church choir,

, in

Miss Terrell, who is proceeding to India ag a mis.
sionary, would be glad to receive some dolls' heags
She will make complete and well-dressed dojjg oi
them on the voyage. Send to F. M, Ludbrook, 151
Collins-st., Melbourne.

Mr. John Urquhart will deliver an address at the
preachers’ meeting in Lygon-st. chapel op Monday,
Sept. 6, at 2.30. Subject, ** The Inspiration of thz;
Scriptures—the Question of the Hour," We hope
all the preaching brethren will be present,
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N.S.W. secretaries have receiveq
Centennial roll-books be sent tq the(a) Teques
retary by Aug. 27. Will those i hrgauisin
plied with this request please post rou_bave e
W. R. Warren, 203 Bissel Blgc P'ﬂokstlirec“0
U.SA. ¥ g i

At the Toowoomba District Cop
land, a resolution was passed supp
made by the Federal Conference
the Federal Evangelistic Fund, t'
at Broken Hill and other places.
is 94. They have forwarded 10/-,
F.E D. will meet with a liberal resp

U thy

ferencc,

Ol'(ing the l‘:;:::‘
re their appea| [0:
© SUDPOIt the gy,
Their memhe“hl
and trust thyy the
onse elsewhere
Last Tuesday evening the Home Mission C.
mittee of the Victorian Sisters’ Conference inv(i’m'
the collectors for the fund and the officers of :;d
churches to a social gathering. The President Sist .
J. A. Davies, occupied the chair, and gave a'cordle;l
welcome to all who were present. Addresses were
delivered by Sister ]J. Pittman and Bren. W, ¢
Craigie, C. M. Gordon, T. Bagley and H. Syai,
The announcement was made that it was intended to
hold a Home Mission meeting during the Centenpia|
week, aod to ask the brotherhood to celebrate the
Centennial year by liberal offerings to Home Mission
work.

Bro. Len Gole, of Brisbane, writes:—' Let me
express my keenest appreciation of the work accom-
plished by the College of the Bible during the first
years of its existence. The initial stage has now
passed, and we confidently look forward to great re-
sults as the outcome. Situated so far away, the
Queensland brotherhood have mot yet felt its in-
fluence, but I believe the College is to be a means of
great power in Australasia, and especially towards
the extension of our plea in this great land of the
North. God bless the Management, the Faculty, and
more than all, these consecrated young men who are
striving earnestly to fit themselves for efficient service
for the King of kings."

The last meeting that Miss Terrell and Miss
Thompson will hold together takes place at North
Melbourne on Monday, Sept. 6. Itis expected that
Miss Terrell will leave immediately after this for
South Australia and have a few weeks there with her
friends before visiting the South Australian churches.
Miss Thompson will continue her visits as follows:—
Sept. 7, Castlemaine; gth, Wedderburn; 13th, ?al:
larat; 14th, Stawell ; 15th, Horsham; 16th, Kanivar
17th, Bordertown; reaching Adelaide on Sept. 19:
This tour has been an extended but highly sai
factory one, and wherever the missionaries have EE“:
they have had very hearty receptions, and 8 A°
interest has been aroused.

The Federa! Conference held in Sydney :015(:
enthusiastically decided to raise a Federal i the
assist the church at Broken Hill, and asked the
Executive to see the money spent promptly o as
cause pushed ahead. The Executive decided to less
from all of our churches a contribution of 10} ded
than one penny per member, and have ‘orw:;hes
such a request by letter. The following chig ces:
have responded ;—Tasmania—Burnie, £2; 18" [6}
ton, 5/6. Victoria—Brighton, £z; Bayswaleh ;am
Mildura, 10/-. N,S.W.—Enmore, £3/13/4; Mo

us-
5/ Queensland—Toowoomba, 10/~ SoumstAand
tralia—Unley, £2]2/-; Moonta, 1/-; Stirllog B2
Aldgate Valley, 10/~ Total, £12/of4. The

ve

tive granted Broken Hill 20/ per week, B ol::“

paid from 1/6/og to 24/8Jog, £1z. Will ml,chl‘is'
churches kindly respond promptly ; also those
B.

. VBROO
Hans who gave personal promises ?—7T+
Treasurer,
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N.B.W. HOME MISSION FUND.

From churches, per collectors — Erskineville, £2[3/4;
Enmore, £7/5/5 ; Lilyville, 13/6 ; Inverell, 19/6 ; Taree,
£1/1] ; Canley Vale, £3[1o/rx; From churches
towards support of their evangelists — Erskineville,
£4; North Sydney, fr1/s/; Wagga, £3; Junee,

1. Individual contributions—Bro Slater, Erskine-
ville, 10/-; Sister Solomons, Singlelon, 10/-; Bro. and
Sister Stimson, Dubbo, £1; Sister Newby, Taree,
1o/ ; Bro. Latimore. Comboyne, £1/12/-; H. Clark,
Kangiara Mines, 2/6; R. Campbell Edwards, Mel-
bourne, {£10 Sisters' Conference, 15/6. Total to
Aug. 16. £49/18/8.

45 Park-st, CHAS. J. LEa,

Sydney. H.M. Treas.
YICTORIAN HOME MIBSBION FUND.

Churches—Warragul, 10/-; Swanston st., per Miss
Huntsman, £2; Ascot Vale, per—Mrs Potts, 15/8;
Mrs. Pinkstone, 11/4; Miss D Brown, 16/6; Miss A.
Stewart, 15/3; Miss E Davis, 9/3; Colac, £6.
*C,"” 11/; A. ] Hagger, N. Fitzroy, £2; A Sister,
Malvern, £1.

M. McLellan, Sec.,

31 Cromwell-rd.,

Hawksburn.

W. C. Craigie, Treas,
263 L. Collins-st.,
Melbourne.

Coming Events.

SEPTEMBER 13.—The Annual Teachers' Con-
ference and Social will be held in the Swanston-st.
chapel at 8 p m. on the above date. All interested in
S.S. work are invited. See Here and There. Good
programme arranged. Come.—]J. Y. PorTs.

SEPTEMBER 14. — Big United Annual Home
Mission Tea and Rally, City Temple, Campbell-st.,
Sydney, Tuesday, Sept. 14, 1909. Tea Tickets, 6d.
First Sitting, 6.15 p.m. Sopng Service, 7.15.
Rally, 7.45. Geo. T. Walden in the chair. Ad-
dresses by S. G. Griffith, on ' Our Duty to Home
Missions.” Chas. Watt, on ' The Value of Home
Missions."”  Recitation by Miss Stella Kingsbury.
Musical Programme by Churches of Christ Musical
Union, An Offering for Home Mission Work will be
taken. A Large Crowd Expected, so COME EARLY,
Last year’s meeting reached the standard set—the
largest in the history of our work in NS.W. Let
this surpass it.

SEPTEMBER 16.—The Foreign Mission Study
Class will meet in the Lecture Hall at the rear of the
Swanston-st. chapel on Thursday, September 16, at
8 pm. Leader, Mr P A. Dickson. Subject, " Day-
break in the Dark Continent,”—Africa. All are cor-
dially invited to attend.

'ProNE, CiTy 38.

R. & H. E. Batnes, L.D.S,,

DENTISTS.
s

78 Gertrude St., Fitzroy.

IN MEMORIAM.

ILLINGWORTH.—In loving remembrance of my dear
father, Frederick Illingworth, who departed this life
Sept. 8, 1908
— Inserted by his son, A. E. Illingworth, 67 Denison-
st., Woollahra, Syduoey.

WANTED.
Light situation wanted by young lady, m-mber of
church, Care of child, or as companion. In country.
E M.D., c/o Austral office.

High St., Kyneton.

FOR SALE.

Handsome Communion Flagon. Electro-plated
Brittania metal, Beautifully chased. 25/-. Austral
ce,

NOhux;?: of Christ, Sandringham, Yic.
ew Library, Abbott-st. Worship, 1115 am :
(]!3|ble.dSchcol. 3 p.m; Gospel Meeling%t 7P rsn 0 con-
hui:.t&. b.y F.. M. Ludbrook. Brethren spending
olidays in neighborhood specially welcomed.

Palmwood Villa, No, 35 Herschell Street,
off North Quay, BRISBANE.

First-class Private Board & Residence.

Large, Airy Rooms, Newly Furnished.
MRS. NEILEN.,

Schreck’s Poultice.

ScHRECK, Sons & Co., proprietors of the above remedy, wish
to inform the public that on account of the wonderful s’u'cccss
attending its use, they have been compelled to open a Branch
and Factory at z;f Gertrude St., Fitzroy, to meet the increasing
demand, where all information and Testimonials can be had.
All wounds and sores will be dressed, free of charge, tetween
9 and 10 a.m.

SCHRECK'S POULTICE

has now established beyond doubt its power to cure long stand-
ing and supposed incurable diseases as Tuberculosis, Hip-
discase, Tumors, Rheumatism, Gout, Hydatis, Bad Legs, Piles,
Raw Eyelids, and all Skin Diseases. Never known to fail for
Poisoned Sores, Abscess, Boils, Carbuncle, Jar, Whitlow,
Sprain, Burns, Chilblains. One or two applications will con-
vince anyone it has no equal,

Depot : 355 Elizabeth Street.
Branch & Factory: 235 Gertrude Street, Fitzroy.
All Chemists, 1/6 & 5/6 ; Posted, 4d. and 9d. extra.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

Mrs, Carnaby, 2 Royal Terrace. Nicholson-st.,
opposite Exhbibition, Melbourne. Comfortable
accommodation for visitors. Double and single rooms.
Moderate terms. Highly recommended.

In quiet Christian musical home, comfortably fur-
nished, two double bedrooms (fireplaces) Use dining-
room, kitchen, bathing-box. Private grounds, campers;
sheltered ti-tree, pines. Use above Lunch, teas,
catered, if previously advised Home situated best
part Esplanade; 8 minutes R.S. Recommended.
Accommodation limited. Sister, ** Tweedenhome,”
Esplanade, Sandringham

When Visiting N.S.W.
Do not forget to visit Katoomba, Blue Mountains.
* Hurlston,” Mrs. J. Thompson. Terms, 25/- to 30/
per week. Near Sights

Foreign Mission Fund...

Please remember our work in India, China, Japan,g
the South Seas, and among the Chinese in Aus-
tralia. Donations should be sent to the under-
signed who will thankfully acknoswledge all remit-
tances. F. M. Ludbrook, Sec., R. Lyall, Treas.,
151 Collins St., Melb. 59 Leveson St., N. Melb.

To Confectioners, and also those who
are looking for a Good Investment.

FOR SALE.—Catering and Confectionery busi-
ness, also Restaurant and Coffee Palace. This is the
leading business in Launceston, and about the best ia
the State. A large catering business can be done
throughout Northern Tasmania from this centre
which at present is not undertaken. This is an ex-
ceptional opportunity for a progressive business man.

Particulars from J. E THURGOOD, Commission Agent,
71 St. John-st.,, Launceston.

From Darkness to Light.

A Series of Autobiographical Sketches relating
to Religious Experiences, by eminent Ministers
of the Christian Church. J. C. Creel, C. Yewell,
J. Small, J. V. Updike, M. M. Davis, and many
others tell the story of how they became dis-
ciples. With portraits. Cloth, 4/-; posted, .4/6.

AUSTRAL CO.
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W. DONAHAY.

TIC/ 181-183
ofiiq

¥ Qollins S8¢t.,
Melbourne,

Sight Testing
Free.

Books, Stationery
and Fancy Goods,

New Books »

& Magazines
By Mail Steamer
BEvery Week

@

Mechanics’ Institutes and
Libraries supplied

....at Lowest Rates.....
Bchool and College BIBLES
Books & Btationery and

@ HYMN
BOOKS,

M. L. Hutchinson,

I GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE,
L805-807 LITTLE COLLINS-8T., MELBOURKE

———

Sister Bell notifies brothers and sisters that her
REGISTRY OFFICE
supplies selected Servants (male and female).

Pot Plants, Seeds and Flowers always in stock.
169 St Ceorges Rd., North Fitzroy, Victoria.

COMPARE
e B
SEWING MACHINES.

at £3 70/=to £9 15/~

with the Machines offered to
you at much higher prices by
travelling Agents. Comparison
will prove that

WARD BROS. PRIZE A.N.A.

is equal, and in many respects
superior to these high-priced
Machines.

We arrange terms to suit you,
guarantee every machine for
25 years and pay freight to
your nearest Railway Station.

Wreite for Illustrated Catalog “A"

. WARD 36-38 ErroL ! N Ters
G g &
BROS. 5585 s
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There Came a Woman.

“There came a woman.” \What histories,
what revolutions, what tragedies, \\'hat~l'\'§'-
ics. what destinies are compressed within
those words of the gospel minstrel! There
came a woman, and the Son of God has
emptied upon his head the ointment, the
odor of which is a symbol of woman's love
and devotion, which have perfumed the cen-
turies. Yes, there came a woman, not a
man : the act were too fine and high for
him. Christ was not content with merely
setting his stamp of approval upon this
woman's deed. He immortalised her.
“Wheresoever this gospel shall be preached
throughout the whole world, this also that
she hath done shall be spoken of for a me-
morial of her.” To-day the deed is recited
in 350 languages. ‘lie centuries have not
made it trite or commonplace. Lending a
new beauty to the world’s art, it has not
failed to give a new meaning to the world's
worship. The heart's aroma is drawn out
by this tender and lovely act. It tells us
that good deeds are the coin with which to
purchase a place in heaven's hall of fame.
A good deed will outlast the stars. Written
down by angelic penmen, it will shine upon
the lustrous pages of the book of life for
ever and ever. She gave not only the
best she had; she gave all she had. She
did not let the ointment drop out drop by
drop. She literally poured it out.  She
smashed the neck of the alabaster that
its contents might flow out like the love in
her heart.—Zrederick F. Shannon.

Rally Buttons, *bai. ™
Advertieing Buttons, Club Buttons, &s., made by

A. W. Parrick, Photo BEoamaller, 469 Nicholson-
st., North Carlton,

The Australian Christian

THE LADIES' MODEL

Fancy Work Manual.

This Is an entirely new
book,Just published, and
embodles all tho latest
ideas in needlework, cro-
chet, knitting and em-
broldery. Itcontalnsde-
signs and directions for
making nearly fitty dif-
forent patterns of knlitted
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OPTIQ)

(many years with (pe 'llat'{r,
185 Oollins Streat, Hclho‘;::'m.‘
(opp, Dr, FE
ssoumily tested.  Oonlists’ prn:: au'“ ) Chr;nl;
Rimlest Eye-Glasses and Spectacles q E}?::r-{'”“l

ity
Phong iy

laces, many charming
crochet patterns, also in-
struction for makin,
many useful articles o
woaring apparel and nu-
merous articles for home
decoration, among which
tidl chalirscarfs,

ghans, toilet sets, coun-
terpanes, sofa-cushions,
chalr-covers, pln-<cush-
fons, dressing slippers,
bables' socks, otc., ete
Full udth complete In-
structions accompany each design. togother with an ex-
plapation of the tg‘mzus«i {n knitting and cmcbetunf.
ote. Italso contains full and complete instructions in
tho art of embroidery, with numerous beautiful desigos.
The whole ia illustrated by 95 hancsome ongmvin%s and
the whole subject of ladies’ fancy work {5 made so clearin
this book that with it as a guide one may become an
adept in the art. Itisa book of 64 large double-column
yages, neatly bound in attractive paper COvQrs,

THE UNION MFG. CO., 299 Elizabeth St., Melb.

LLand Seekers.

This is worth considering.

170 acres, rich black soil, NEVER-FAILING CREEK
runs through the property. This land has been
known to grow 4 TONS HAY to the acre. CAN BE
IRRIGATED THROUGHOUT, and only 4 miles from
railway station. On splendid road, and 12 miles
from Launceston, which has a tri-weekly stcamer
service to Melbourne. 6 roomed house, barn and
all nccessary outbuildings, £12 per acre. TERMS
IF REQUIRED. Similar land in Bacchus Marsh and
Warrnambool is worth £100 per acre.

For further particulars write to
J. E. Thurgood, Farm Salesman,

91 St. JOHN ST., LAUNCESTON,

NATARA

(OCKENDEN'S)
DRIES UeR x

Cold e Head

in & Few Hourg,

R T awr e 1 i
THE BEST REMEDY
YET INTRODUCED

Price: 1/6 & 2/8
ALL CHEMISTS,
WHOLESALE:

ROCKE, TOMPSITT a ca

Melbourne, Victoria.

A seasonable advertisement which appears in our
the first time is that of NATARA. Thgp“ Rcchabi(cc‘?h:i[:;s,‘,?l
advertise what are termed patent medicines, but NATARA jsa
standard remedy, and the Editor can testify to its eftcacy in
warding off a cold when taken in the early stages.—The Ruha‘iu

JOSEPH ALLISON,

Furnishing Undertaker and Embalner,
188-5 ERROL STREET,

NORTH M ELBOURNE.

BRANCH—
Mount Klexander Road, Moonee Ponds.
Punerals supplied to any exteat in Town or Couatry.
Telephone 751. ot Telephone 251 Ascot.

—

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE MELBOURNE

»

TEACHING STAFF: Principal, H. G. HARWARD; A. R. MAIN, W. W. MANTELL.

Treasurer, T.
Sccretary, W. Beiler,

Executive Committee.

New South Wales—A. E. lllingworth, T.
Griffith, L. Rossell.
John Fischer, A. C. Rankine, T. H. Brooker.

C. Hardie.
Quecnsland, L, Gole, C. Watt.

Federal Conference Executive.
President, G. T. Waldcen; Vice-President, J. E. Thomas;
3. Verco; Secretary, D. A. Ewers; Assistant

Hagger, S. G.
South Australia—R. Burns, J. Manning,
Victoria—F. G.
Dunn, A. Millis, W. C, Craigie, R. Lyall, F,
Western Australia—H. J. Banks, D. M, Wilson,
Tasmania—\V, R. C Jarvis.

e

=

M. Ludbrool,

Further Particula-s will be tupplied on Application
Treasurer: W. C CRAIGIE, Little Collins St.., Melbourne.

PARTICULARS in regard to the College

for Resident and Day Students, Corrcspondencf
Classes and Night Classes, will be furnished on appli
cation to the Principal.

The Correspondence Course in the Bible, CO“d“f“a
by H. G, Harward may be commenced at any time.
Arrangements have also been made with
Mantell to conduct Correspondence Classes in
Greek, Hebrew, etc.

Course

English

to H. G, HARWARD, 139 Pigdon 8t., N, Carlton
Secretary : CHAS. HARDIE, Henrietta St,,, Hawthor™

Vie.
_/

'Phone 1192,

380 LYGON ST., CARLTON,

ft 6659 NICHOLSON S8T.. NTH. CARLTOHN,

JOSIAH

HOLDSWORTH, Undertaker



