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To Hebron and Bethlehem. 
O ne of the most pleasant ,111cl interesti1w 

journeys to the pilgrim in the Holy Land 
is that from Jerusalem to Hebron. From 
the standpoint of history and antiquity it 
almost seems as though Hebron should be . 
the first mentioned of these cities of Judea, 
fo r he re is the city of the faithful Abra­
ham, to which he came after his journey 
o f faith, and where at last he was buried 
with his kindred. H ere, too, David flour­
ished before he ruled over all Israel or set 
up his throne in Zion. ]J1 1t we are just 
fo llowing the route that most tourists now 
take, for , liaving headquarters in Jerusa­
lem, it is easy to make the journey to He­
bron and Bethlehem allli return to the Holy 
City ere goi ng 011 another expedition . 

The road to Hebron. 

\\I c passed out o f the Jaffa Gale at ~arly 
morning, seated in a com fo rtable carnage, 
drawn by three beautiful horses. The roa<l 
leads alono· an upward way, leaving the 
Gihon Valley on the right an<l the Valley 
o f Hinnom on the left. It is one of the 
best made and mosl used highways in Pal­
estine. O ur Arab driver, .Mustaffa, wa,; 
a fine built man who evidently understood 
hi!- business. He seemed to be quite con­
,;cious of his own importance, and we felt 
,;afe in his keeping. As we journeyed, we 
met (Troups of women carrying baskets of 
fruit band other wares upon th_eir heads. 
'rhey were dressed in ligl_1t Orienta) ~os­
tume and were either Jewish or Clmst1an , 
for their faces co11ld all be seen. Some 
had walked nearly 20 miles from Hebron. 
and others lesser distances. There w~re 
,,roups O f men leading asses laden with 
~1erchandise, all going- to the J e_rusalem 
market. They carried fru:t, gra_m. ancl 
•roods made from olive wood, while some 
bore o·lass ornaments and clo~h from He­
bron "' \Ve freq11ently met stnngs of cam­
els 1;10vinrr alon rr with a graceful altrac-

. h . " • . l 1 11 S Of l11l'l'-t1ve11e,;s bearm:.!· heavtet nm~ · , 
' · · ,1nrr ruck ,o chandise. anrl somct1111es carr) :-. .·, 

l·e1 .. tl1c· 1·0·1<1< \Ve came to an am1c11t · ,a11 , • • I · S · . El'· s w 1ere convent of :\for Elyas, or amt 1
( • 'l'l .. 

reside monks o f the Greek Ch_urc \oln;J1;. 
had a rather nice aarden, wluch P ' ·. 
o~cu1;iecl some of t\\eir time, but it. l'l'~•m~f 

1 I f th St'f\'ICC' I) a pitr to rnh the \\'Or c o .. e · ·1 . 
- J I L, t rmo· to sue 1 ,1 men sorely 11cc et )' re 1 " · 

place. 

J as. E. Thomas. 
About half way on our journey we 

stopped at one of the little roadside khans 
or taverns, so common to this country. lt 
\\'as scarcely more than a rucle hut where 
travellers sat and rested. The keeper pro­
vided us with hot mocca coffee, macle thick 
and strong ancl dispensed in little cups con­
taining about a <lessertspoonful. It tasted 
like a doctor's mixtnre strongly charged 
with quinine. We drank it quickly and 
witho11t a murmur. It is astonishing how 
soon we become the slaves of custom, and 
what we will do · for etiquette even among 
friendly Arabs. I even learned the right 
salute while in Palestine, so that in receiv­
ing and swallowing my coffee I could say 
without a wince, " Damieh,' ' wh.ich being 
interpreted is, ":tviay you ha,·e coffee for 
ever" (I was quite certain once was enough 
for me ) ; and then the kind host replies, 
·' Damiet Hay atak," " !\lay God give you 
life for ever ''-which suggested what an 
easy thing it is to obtain an endless life , 
and was q11ite sufficient to repay the afore­
said taking o f this medicinal bev.eragc. 

Continuing our drive, we came to what 
has been known for centuries as the Tomb 
o f Rachel, though another tomb nearer " the 
borders of Rephaim" is more probably the 
spot \\'here Jacob sadly laid hi , belo\'ed 
first choice to rest. vVe came to the roa1\ 
that leads clown tu Gaza, and there is 
pointed out the traditional fountain where 
Philip baptised the Ethiopian. There is 
certainly c1uite enough water there, and a, 
we stoppe<l to drink at this refreshing poPI 
we rehearsed again a story that has al­
ways been ,·ery helpful to me. Whether 
this was the spot or not, it was here near 
by that this g reat man received through the 
preaching of P hilip the message of the 
crucified Jesus, and on recei\·ing him he 
went on his way rejoicing. 

Hebron. 

A, we near~•! Hd,ron. 11·e passed through 
some o f the 1110,t icrtilt! country in Pales­
tine. Herc was the Valley of Eschol,· tc, 
\\'hich came the spies of Israel, and from 
which they gathered their samples of !us-

BETHLEHEM. 



650 The Australian Christian November 11, 1909 

cious fruit. It is still the centre of fruitful 
,·ine,·arcls. and here grow mulberries, fig~ 
au<l · olive·s. \~Te bought some beautiful 
grapes from a street _vendor. an~!, can ~es­
tiiy to the grapes o t Eschol. Ihc vmcs 
are cnt back eYery year \"Cry much. and they 
~eem like m.:lon plants along- the ground. 
.-\ s the :\lohammedans do nut use wine. 
the,· make raisin~ from the grapes. which 
fonns one of the industries of Hebron an<l 
its surrounding parts. Hebron itself is 
rather a disappoi nting city . as indeed are 
most of the citie~ of this country. In Ken­
tucky they woulcl call it a "shoestring'' 
town, as it is long and narrow, lying in a 
Yalley. It is called by the 1Ioslems El 
Khalil, which means "the friend ," am! 
~hows the devotion of even these people 
to the father of the faithful, who was 
called '·the friend of God." I used to have 
Yisions of the beauty of Abraham's city, 
and I longed to climb its hills, and look on 
this fertile valley; but the poetry of the 
place disappeared when I saw its dirty 
streets and filthy inhabitants. Scores of 
seldom-washed children ran after us calling 
us by the choice names of " foreign devils," 
' 'infidels," and other epithets in their un­
known tongue. Our faithful driver was 
evidently used to dealing with them, and 
a few well directed and scientific strokes 
from his whip caused this army of faithful 
children to change their song into a shrill 
dirge in a minor key. as they rapidly re­
treated. 

1tt achpelah. 

After luncheon at a khan, we proceeded 
under escort to see all we could of the 
centre of interest-the Mosque of Mach­
pelah. in which is the reputed Tomb of 
Abraham. Here is the site of the cave 
which Abraham purchased from the Hittite 
owner a~ a burial-place for his family. 
Here it is said Abraham and Sarah. Isaac 
and Rebekah, Jacob and Leah, are buried. 
~one bnt Moslcms are allowed to go past 
the steps of this sacred building, lest the 
dead should be disturbed. The present 
King and a few royal personages are the 
only foreigners ever permitted to enter 
there. \Ve were shown a hole in the wall 
in which could be placed messages for Ab­
raham, to which an answer would be forth­
coming if fees were paid. Sarah is also 
reputed to keep an endless ~upply of soup 
for the p_o<?r, so what with writing letters 
and prov1dmg soup, the patriarch and his 
wife must be still as busy as when the 
angel visitor came to see them and was 
ministered unto by them. 

Abraham's Oak. 

There are two large pools, known as the 
Pools of David, by which were hung at 
the order of David the hands and feet of 
the. slayers of Ishbosheth. Some boys were 
ta~mg a much-needed bathe in the pools. 
\~ r passed through the winding, narrow, 
dirty streets, heedless of the filth or per­
fume of streets or houses. We saw a block 
of land covered with skins of pigs and 

other animals. These were being dried 
and prepared for purposes of carrying 
water. This industry, and that of weavmg 
and glass-making, is the chief occupation 
o f the plac;e. There is a very nice Prot:st­
ant ilfcclical lllission, and some of the build­
ings near it are modern and clean. He­
bron is the centre o f a fairly prosperous 
country, and has now a population of about 
IO,ooo people, most of these being Moham­
medans, with but 2,000 Jews. The people 
looked at us with even more suspicion than 
we did on them, and though interested 
much in its historic spots, we agreed that 
it was a nice city to get out of, so we drove 
northward again toward Bethlehem. Near 
to the roadside not far froni Hebron is an 
old decaying oak, called Abraham's Oak, 
or the Oak of Mamre, being the traditional 
tree under which Abraham rested and of­
fered his sacrifice. It o f course requires 
a vivid imagination to believe that even so 
ancient a tree is that old. There is a Rus­
sian hospice built here that is very conveni­
ent for pilgrims from afar. We were 
shown further on a tomb called the Tomb 
of Jonah, but of course every tomb of any 
size has a name in Palestine, and it may 
belong to Jonah or his great grandson for 
all we know. 

Pools of Solomon. 

The next stopping-place was at the Pools 
of Solomon. These wonderful reservoirs 
were . constructed by the wise King Solo­
mon 111 order to provide unfailing supplies 
of water for Jerusalem and Bethlehem. It 
was evidently to go this far to get the 
necessary supply and the right elevation. 
There are three pools of varying sizes, 50 
yards apart, each one lower than the next 
one. The _highest is 380ft. long, and 229 
to 236ft. _wide. The next is 423ft. long and 
160ft. wide one end and 250ft. wide the 
other. The lowest and best supplied is 
582ft. long and 148ft. wide to 207ft. These 
arc all surrounded by massive, well cc­
n_1entecl wall~, and seem in good preserva­
tion, except 111 parts where they are show­
ing signs _of crumbling through age. They 
are supplied by underground springs and 
soakage, an? are from 25 to 38ft. in depth. 
The water 1s taken by a wonderfully con­
structed aqueduct to Bethlehem and Jern­
salem. The area of these pools is 6½ acres 
They are a wonderful testimony to th~ 
skill and foresight of Solomon and his ad­
visers. _Near the pools is an old Saracen 
fort, evidently used to protect the pools 
from_ the vand~lism of hostile tribes. The 
fort 1s now gomg to decay, and is used as 
a rest place for travellers as well as for 
a sheepfold by wandering shepherds. 

Bethlehem. , 

Vv e came soon to the celebrated F 
Mountain, whereon was once the H dr~nk 
or Palace of Herod The . e~o mm 

d Id b 
. . mountam is verv 

s~eep,_ an C?u e eas!IY defended H J 

died m Jericho, but according t i . erod 
wish he was carried upon a O 11s o:vn 
adorned with precious stones a ~olf en _bier 
of purple, accompanied by h' n h 1ang111gs 

is w ole army, 

and buried here in royal fashion . Six lllil 
south from Jerusalem is Bethlehem hs . 
city of David, wherein was born the 't t e 
of ages and the ~~inc: o f Peac_e. It is 

1~ii~ 
of the cleanest c1t1es m P alestme and I e 
a population of 8000 people, wJ{0 are 

1~~ 
Christians-:-n~ostly La~in and Armenian. \t 
is a very s1g

1
_mfic~u

1
1t th_mgB· th

1
at Jews arc not 

allowed to 1ve ett 1er 111 ct 1lehem or N 
areth. They crucified Jesus, and becai:· 
0 f that even the children . of these citie~ 
wo~tld stone the:n and clnve them from 
their gates. Tlus seems a sad condition 
but some day, I believe, these persecuted 
people will con~e again to their own and 
gather at last m the land of their fore­
fathers. The Bethlehemites seemed clean 
and industrious, and the women seemed of 
a superior class and of somewhat handsome 
face. I stood and watched the curiot1s 
mixed throng that came to the city foun­
tain, filling their waterpots and skins, and 
conversing as they waited their turn or 
walked slowly away. There were monks 
and pilgrims, Greeks, Armenians, old and 
young, coming for their supply of "the 
gift of God." 

Church of the Nativity. 

'I'he chief place of interest is the Church 
of the Nativity, which is built over the 
grotto in which tradition says Jesus was 
born. The outside appearance o f the place 
is far from attractive, and the entrance 
door is so small that it is not very inviting 
to the worshipper. Near by the masons 
were building extensive additions to the 
Latin monastery, which gave a still less 
arti'stic appearance to the building. The 
church is divided within into three portions, 
Latin, Greek and Armenian. This edifice, 
built to the memory of the Prince of Peace, 
is m1fortunately the scene of frequent quar­
relling and fighting, so that two Moham­
medan soldiers stand armed to keep the 
pea_cc. Especially at Christmas time is 
the~r service required. This seems a sad 
caricature of the religion of the m1;ek ~n~l 
lowly Jesus. Beside the three mam d1vt­
sions, there are many smaller chapels, in­
cluding one to St. Jerome, who is said to 
h~ve lived 30 years here, and made here 
his famous Vulaate translation of the 
Scriptures. Eusebius also dwelt here for 
many years. The centre of interest is the 
Grott? of the Nativity, a small tmclergroun<: 
cave 111 which are shown the manger am 
the_ cradle in which Jesus lay whe_n a babe; 
It 1s only 16ft. by rnft. , and is hghte? b) 
32 lamps. · Over the altar bm:n 15 silver 
lamps, owned by the three churches that 
worship there. It was time for the afternoon 
prayers, so we waited to sec this strange 
ancl somewhat weird service. 

Tradition. 

Presently we heard cha11ti1w i11 the dis­
t • b the ance, and soon with steady steps came _ 
procession of surplicecl 111onks each bea,r 
• J" ' a- t IC mg- a tghted candle. They came alonb 1 
narr?w passage, ancl clown the r3 steps t!:d 
led. mto the g-rotto below, never ceast " 
thell" chant. They bowed before the altar 
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o f the cradle, and ~aid their prayer. Then 
they turned ~nd . k1ss~d a silver star upon 
the fl oor, wl~1ch 1s said to be on the exact 
place o n_ ,~rh1ch. Jesus was born . Cunning­
ham Ge1k1e says he too fo llowed their ex­
ample, b\1t I felt so sad at such idolatry 
that I did not fe el like doing the same. 
A ftcr thes~ acts of solemn worship all 
turned aga m to the altar and crossed them­
selves, and passed with a rnng o f praise 
along the passage into their cells again . 
Perhaps I am too much o f a T homas to 
be convinced, but this does not appeal to 
me much as having any real value as a 
contribution to the good o f Chri stendom. 
It seems to me a very wise thing that no 
man knows where Jesus wa5 born , or the 
idolatry a t his cradle might be even worse 
than now. The g reat joy that comes to 
u s is in the fac t and not the place of his 
\\'Onclrous birth. It is strange how every­
thing of much importance seems to have 
taken place in a g rotto . The only tradi­
t iona l evidence of much weight is the testi­
mony of Justin Martyr in the second cen­
tury that " J esus was said to have been 
born i11 a grotto near Bethlehem. While 
t radition may say this, the Scripture says 
Tesus was born in Bethlehem, and that he 
~vas laid ·in a manger i11 the i11 n yard, be­
cause there was no room within . I do not 
care to set this record aside for sentiment 
or t rad it io n, and do not believe that the 
Grotto of the Nativity is where thi s blessed 
event took place. If I had my way I ?ould 
I am afraid assume the role of an 1cono­
clast and have this place cleansed from 
ido la try. At present it is the centre of 
t radition ancl superstition. _and o f the 1_11an\1-
facture and blessing of_ images. w)uch Ill 

many cases hide from vtc\\· the Christ they 
presume to represent. 

~aleStinc. There arc 130 in the school, 
and 30 o f these arc boarders. Kcarly all 
these are Christians. This school was 
~ounclecl 28 y~ars ago by Miss :\[aria Ja­
cc:imb_s, who dtd 40 years' consecrated ser­
,· icc 11! P ales tine, and died upon the Mount 
of O h~•cs. I can add my testimony to the 
, plcndtd work clone here an,! elsewhere by 
the faithful workers o f the C.M.S. 

said the shepherds were ten.Jing- their sheep 
ll'hcn there came to them the gla<l message 
of the heavenly host. There ll't!re some 
things 1 had seen th at 1 knc11· 11·ere not 
genuine . hut 1 knoll' that hert! in this city 
~f Da:i<I. nearly 2000 years agu, the Sa,·-
1uur u t the ll'Orld \\'a, born , and upon these 
H:ry plains on that glad Christmas morn 
there came the ~la(\ titling, of g reat joy 
that came from heavenly messengers as 
they sang. This glad carol has come do\\'n 
to us through the ages, an,\ 11·e rejoice that 
a Father whc so loved us gave to earth 
a Saviour ll'hich is Christ the Lord . This 
has been the great song o f ages. ancl ll'ill 
ne,·er cease till the \\'hole earth is filled with 
his glaclnes, ancl salvation , a1HI till at last 
its strain, arc lost in the triumph song u f 
heaven. 

Merchandise. 

Around the stiuarc in front o f t!1c bnih!­
iug- are shops o f . merchants offe1:111~ then: 
ll'ares as souvc111rs to tra vellers . Some 
ll f these places have quite a European ap­
pearance, and there are some ~mart sales­
men in them. The beautiful articles \\'Orkecl 
in o live wood and mother-of-pearl, ~ml 
trin kets of various kinds, ~re_ temptl)tg 
enoug h to the one "sin!ply n_w1ted to m: 
spect," and a good busmes~ is ap~arentl_) 

. 1 \~' c saw men at work 111 their carnet 011. ' and 
., factories., or shops, cutting cr?sses f' m 
imao·es from mother-of-pearl obta1ln~d ri 
the bRed S ea while some were l omg nef 

. ' f t e of rroods out o \\'Ork 111 the manu ac ur "' b · 
o live wood . Another g rotto _near Y_ ~s 
called " the milk g rotto," in wluch i\liar) I~ 

Slll)l)Osed to have spilt a ~lrop odr two . o rr 
. 1 . clukl an nnrsmb 

milk when mirsmg 1e1 
1 ' I ancl take 

mothers who enter the . C m~f: clirtv floor 
0 01ne l1'111estonc JJOwder fiom 1 

1 • . . ., 1 1 ' in t lC nwmg 
arc assured of_ invaluab e01e~J\eels lik~ pro-
of food to the ir babes. n f it almost 
testing against such nonsense, or ' 

se~~ s lik~ blasphe
1

111
\ 1 Protestant medical 

l li ert' 1, a ~p enc 11 I h,· the 
. . I ' thl ·'1·111 concluctcc • . 

lll!SSIUII al ,l' t, ~ ' ' J . • · l)' tralll 
C ji\f S I lcre this splcnch• ' ?etc k 1'11 

· -~ · f • their wor their native teachers 01 

David's Well. 

We came out o f Bethlehem, past the well 
known as David 's \Veil , from which he 
longed for a drink when in his distress. 
:incl cried fo r a <lraug-ht from " the well that 
1s at BethleJ1cm." It is surrounded by a 
beaut iful garden, and from it we received 
,omc choice carnations. 'vVe saw upon onr 
le ft the plains 1mown as the fields of Boaz. 
where Ruth gleaned, and on which it i? 

The Only Original and Immortal Book. 
W. J. Way. 

Co11c/11ded. 
I do not hesitate to affirm that all the 

mythologies in the world have borrowed 
their form and foundation from some part 
or portion, fact or narrative, o f the_ ~!hie. 
\i\That is present-day Theosophy, Spmt1sm, 
occult science, but the old heathen mytholo­
g ies in modern cllltme : an rl don 't they all 
appeal to the Bible to find jllstification and 
arrrument for their exi stence? Not that 
th~ Bible supports them, but in the remote 
past their \nitia~ion was ?ased on some fa~t 
now contamed m the Bible, and they ha,c 
built lip a mythological system on the dis­
tortion of those facts. I have a book on 
my shelf called " The World 's Sixteen Cn~­
cified Saviollrs." As you may suppose, 1t 
ii a blasphemous ~ublicatio1! . But th_e 9ues~ 
tions are, where did the \\Titer get lus idea~ 
from, and where did the sages whom he 
quotes get their ideas from? I ~11~\\'er, 
from some ray of light wl11ch ong111ally 
Aashed or fell from this pillar of fire. _ I 
suppose we are as advance1 to-~ay 111 

science, knowledge, lit_eraturc, mventJon and 
imagination as mankmd ever wer~. But. 
after all. \\·ho can write a book which sl:all 
be absolutely origina) from cover to co, er, 
that is orig-inal in idea, matter and con­
~t;llcti~n? . As a matter of fact. ~10 such 
iiook ever was or crer will be wntten by 

'fl 1, 1·btc is the one and onlv abso-men. 1e , • · · h 
!lite! orig inal mind proc(uction m ! e 

1yd l ever)· other mmd prod11ct10n 
\\'Or . am fi · I dnc 
has been debto r to that rst num pro -

tion . 

(ial/ery of originals. 

I et me rrive yon an illllstra~iu1~ 'l'he(Cfo:,;t 
4 11t e,?er worn was made m hde11 ,en . 

trarme J s·nce u f ,., ) 1 everv o·arment ma< e 1 , 
3 : 2 1 ' am ·. k>r or texture. ha, been 
whatever shape. _i:o t Th·1t mar-

l th it hr,t garmen . , 
relate, 1" • . 1 1 ci~« known a~ man ha,! 
,·:· lh111'. r_,)111P"11 j,'.'. 1t-ii . ;~ul t·i·ery intelligent 
ht ~ ong1n 111_ . .' . h·is been related to that 
bemg· born smi:c ' 

first man. Eden has been the one gallery 
of original,. and there only can you find 
the original man, love, sacrifice. l_anguagc, 
literature ; and every phase o f hfe. love, 
language. power, literature and ~r1;1ent, 
have been related to those great un g111als. 
The subject matter of the Bible gushed _out 
of the mind o f God. and streamed mto 
E den. and has kept ahead of the mind of 
111:rn . and \\' iii ~" kcl.'.p in advance. till Eden 
am\ Lt: ttcr tha.1 l•:,Jen ~hall be restored, and 
the .\!mighty , hall again walk and talk 
\\'ith men npon the earth. 

What the book says. 

:--Jow it does not appear to me to be ab­
solutely necessary to the influence and stab­
ility of the Bible that we should be a~lc tu 
detennine the exact date of a particular 
prophecy or chapter. or the correct year 
\\'hen the subject matter of the book was 
committed to stone, papyms o: vellum, or 
c,·cn who chiselled or wrote 1t there. If 
we could prove those facts beyond the po~­
sibility of qu_e~tion: th~y ,~·ould not ~e.mon­
strate the dn·me msp1rat1011 or ongm of 
the Bible. It is \\'hat the book says that 
makes us exclaim. It is fro m God. If \\'C 

could prove the exact day and hour when 
Chri"t wa, born. am\ could . res~irrcct all 
those who \\'ere present at his birth, they 
11·oulcl not proYe exclu~i\'ely t~1a_t he was 
the Son of God. lt is his ever-hvmg_power 
twcr the hearts of men, coupled \\·1th the 
, uperhuman results which have followetl 
his resurrection from the dead. that has 
matk him the one liYing man amongs~ a_ll 
th l' 1karl m~n n f .\dam's race. _. \ml 1t 1s 
ll'hat the 11ihk , ays t~at make; 1t the ont· 
li,·in•• bnok in the 1111dst o f all the dead 
book~ o f men . It is the one eternal sub­
~tancc of light and tr~1th among, t all . the 
•fll(l, t\Y sharlo\\' :' wluch han' gatherccl 
~ 111 nd° it. and ll'ithout which they neYer 
would ha\'e had an existence. 
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From the Divine. 

\\"hen you see a finger eost, the thought 
in rnur mind is not when 1t \\'as erected or 
,,·ho erected it. but that it tlirects you 
aright, and yott are glad. The questions 
as to \\'ho \\'ere the penmen. or e:xactly 
\\'hen the tlifferent parts of this eternal 
book \\·ere written. are matters of second­
ary importance. The determ~ning of the 
precise chronology of them 1s not rea!ly 
necessary to either the purpose or the 111-

fallibility of this sacred volume. I am 
sure that it did not come too early, and I 
am equally certain that it did not come. too 
late. The great a:1d paramount questions 
are. From whose mind did it proceed? 
What does it say:- What is its purpose? 
\\·here does it lead? What will be the 
result if I follow its light and teaching? 
.-\nd what result ii 1 reject its doctrine? 
To each of these questions there is practi­
cally but one answer: It is from the Divine ; 
it begets the Divine in those who yield their 
hearts to its precepts and e:xamples, and it 
leads upward to the Divine. The fact that 
it makes its devotees divine is perhaps the 
strongest evidence that it is from the Divine. 
\\ihat literature and the study of literature 
makes a man determine from whence that 
literature came? What matters it to me 
who found Australia. I know that neither 
the French nor the English secreted the 
gold in the flinty rocks, nor did they incise 
its surface with rivers and lakes. I know. 
too. that no human hand formed the col~ 
ored glories of the setting sun, nor gar­
nished the heavens with the .. Aurora Bore­
ali~.' ' And I am persuaded that human 
power of mind and body could no more 
furni~h the unique matter of this book than 
they could puncture the heavens. 

Truth stands. 

Which important truth to which your sm'.l 
and mine clings have these wrecke1 s 
proved to be false , or even thrown a sus­
picion on? ::--Jot one. And I ventur~ _to 
s,lY that the moral features of those cnt1cs 
,,·ere oTapllically delineated five thousand 
Years ~go. ·' For Enoch, the seventh from 
~\clam. prophesied of these" (Jude 14, 15 ) . 

R,atified by Christ. 

Suppose for a moment that m~ny m<;>re 
should believe a lie, as they certamly will ; 
truth will still be truth. If a thousand or 
a million persons believe a lie their belief 
does not make the lie truth, or the truth a 
lie. The Bible is not dependent on the 
number who believe, but on its reality to 
fact, its veracity, its purity and its et_ernity. 
..-\ncl aJI e:xcept those who :ire devil pos­
sessed and dwell amongst the tombs fly to 
the Rock of Ages when the crisis comes. 
·1 he infallible Christ has told us that de­
ceivers shall arise who, if it were possible, 
,rnuld deceive the very elect. and because 
iniquity shall abound the love of many 
shall wa:x cold. They shaJI come as angels 
uf light, but if with soul and spirit you 
,,·alk in the truth of this volume, you shall 
be fnJly equipped for them all (Eph. 6 : 
10-19) . This eternal light of God has 
safely piloted aJI his moral heroes and anci­
ent worthies through the labyrinths of 
darkness and opposition, and it is still lead­
ing on. The eternal Christ ratified this 
light and truth by his death upon the cross; 
and he has enthroned it on high and 011 

earth by his resurrection. ascension to 
heaven. and the gift of the Holy Spirit to 
men. 

The book finds us. 

'l'his book finds us. It has fathomed and 
ransacked the human mind infinitely more 
than any other book or books. It has crone 
deeper into human conscience than all ither 
teaching and philosophy. lt arrests, g-rasp~ 
and searches us out. It is the acljustinn­
scale that weighs us, the fire that tries u~ 
the searchlight that discovers us. It brings 
us before the Judge, and condemns or ac­
quits tis . It compels tis to ejaculate, I am 
the 111a11. · ' For the wor<l of God is quick 

,~it\1 him when reading 1foses' law, D _ 
vid s Psalms, an<l the prophets' writi ~ 
His physical appearance and moral c

1
1
1
gsJ 

I I I 1ar-
acter were so c ear y c rawn that it 
easy to recognise and place him . 'f~~: 
book reveals me to myse lf and God to 

d I · · lllc I cannot eny t 1at 1t 1s a revelation of in ,~ 
self on the one hand, and the unfoldin O' i 
me of the Creator and his purpose 0 11\ 1 ° 
other. 1'he woman of Samaria said , Com~c 
see a man that told me all thino-s whic1' 
ever ~ die.I ; a_nd this book ~done finds ou~ 
all thmgs wh1~h ever w~ did ; all our sins 
of long ago, 111 ~ll their g hastly features 
and nude defonmty, and we say it is the 
word of God . The Jig-ht and voice of the 
g reat Creator dwells in the mighty tone of 
its prophecies, its philosophy, its poetry its 
judgments, its revelations of the past. ' the 
present and the future. It opens up God's 
way to man, and man's way to God. Jt is 
like Jacob's ladder on which we see ano-e)s 
of God ascending and descendin g- upon °the 
Son of man ; and it has been ,Hitten for 
our admonition upon whom the ends of the 
ages are come. " These thing s are written 
that ye might believe that Jesm is the 
Christ, the Son of God : and that be liev in O' 
ye might have life through his name." "' 

On the Way to Pittsburg. 
(D. A. Ewers.) 

XL-I N LONDON . 

Since Bro. Moysey's arrival we have 
been about together a good deal, and visited 
many places of national interest, of which 
I have not time to write. I have also heard 
some great preachers. Canon Henson in 
vVestmi11ster Abbey, who preached a stal­
\\'art Prote;; tant sermon from " Ye make 
,·_oid ~,he command o ( Go_cl by your . tracli-
1 iom. Dr. r\ked. from New York, 111 Dr. 
Clifford's cht1rch . Campbell Morgan. said 
tn be London's ablest preacher. ancl others. 
~hurch work seems very difficult in London. 
l'lie people ,,·ork much lonrrer hours : there 
. b 
IS so much drinking, poverty and sin. and 

It is true that the higher critics (so­
called). and what is known as the "New 
Theology," have caused a considerable flut­
ter within the circle of weak-kneed an<l 
~hallo\\' Christianity. But it should be re­
membered that this book pointed out two 
thousand years ago that in the latter times 
~0111e \\'ould depart from the faith , o-ivinO' 
heerl to seducing spirits, etc. ( I Thn. 4~ 
1. 2: 2 Tim. 4: 3. 4). But to the people 
who rlo kno,,· their Goel and this book it 
i~_ still the cloudy _pillar by day and the 
p~llar of fire by 111ght. ancl they are not 
dismayed in the least. for as the cloll(ls of 
c~iticism lower and the night darkens thi s 
p1l!ar of fire gl_ows more_ brightly. and the 
,·01ce of Goel 1s heard m the cloud yea 
that mice a11d that \\'ord which b~cam~ 
flesh anrl ch,·elt among-st 11,. f am confi­
ill'_n~ that there is no hig-her critic ur lower 
rnt 1c. 11" cYil ~y~tcm. atheist. spiritist, apos­
tak 111a11. <ir church or societ\', hut whose 
fl·'.1t11re~ ha\'t: been most clearly dra\\'n in 
1)11 ~ h1i,,k tw11 tl~ou ~and _years ago. "For 
,,·e can d" 11othmg- a~amst the truth. hut 
for the truth" (2 Cor. 13: 8). And when 
\IT ~ec_ sy~l<.'111~ ,,f evil arising. we at unce 
recogmse them to be the antitypes of the 
types so clearly drawn in the Scriptures. 

and powerful , and sharper than any two­
edged sword." And the man who has most 
closely followed the dictation of the Bible 
has found those words unquestionably trne. 
It is the sword of the Spirit of the living 
Goel. I don 't wonder that the wicked and 
ungodly manifest a dislike to readino- the 
niblc , _that they fight ag:ai1~st and t~y to 
prove 1t false . You see, 1t hnds them am! 
bring-s them before the riRhteous Judo-e 
ancl pronounces the verdict. You \\~ll 
duubtless remember that after Andre\\' had 
seen and heard Jesus , he found his brothei· 
Simon. and ~ai~h unto him. " \\'e havl' 
found the :.\lessias." .. Philip found ); a­
thanael. ancl said unto him, \Ve have fo\!IHl 
him of whom ;\loses in the la\\' allll the 
prophets did write.'' l.:lnt how did tl10sl' 
Galileans know that he was the Messias, 
the King of Israel? Why, they had met 

so much indifference to Christianity. The11 , 
too. the State Church system cripples the 
work of Nonconformists to some extent. 

Philanthropy. 

. \ncl yet there are numberless Christian 
cff_orts, philanthropical , social , and rclig-ious, 
be111g put forth with more or less success. 
Take the work in "Twynholm " as an ex­
ample. As our readers know. this was in­
itiatecl by the l_ate Sydney f11ack. and i~ 
largely o f n soetal character. Hi -: brother. 
R. \Vilson lllack, devotes mt1ch of his tin1t: 
an_cl n!ean~ to its support and development. 
I l1s tist~r s ht1sba11cl. lln,. Dattcn. devoll'S 
all his tm1e as an honorary cvanu·eli~t. and 
I \_ro . . _\lbert llrown is support eel ~inder the 
cltrecllun ° f the Eva11g-elist Commit let: "f 
t11c g-eneral Conference. There is a church 
at Wandsworth Bridge-road ·111 offshoot 
from " Twynholm," with ab~u~ 100 mem-
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b~r.s, and the two are under the sa 
v1s1011 to some extent. me super-

This is but one of manv s1·1n1·1 • 
1 

' , • ar move-
ments Ill tie great city, though it is the 
only one of our o wn. But 1-11 tlic 1, 
T b - J h · h . asso . a e1 nae e,dw ~c is also in Fulham, and 
is ~onnccte with the American wing of 
ou1 movem~nt, there are many auxiliaries 
for the assistance o f the needy. He tells 
me that about 25 meetings o f all sorts arc 
held weekly, and that during four winter 
months about 300 children receive their 
breakfast there four days in the wcek-
1200 m ea ls weekly! No work seems likely 
to . succeed. here that_ makes 110 provision 
fo1 the bodily and social as well as religious 
needs of the people. 

Conferences. 

1 t_ is to be regretted that there arc two 
parties of brethren here not co-operatino· 
111 a nnual Conference. The older body ha~ 
between r4 and I 5,000 members, and the 
sma ller between 2000 and 3000; the latter 
was commenced about thirty years ago, by 
I-I. S . Earl. I used to wonder that o-reater 
numerica l progress was not made, b~t here, 
on the spo t, I am learning to realise that 
the difficulties in the way here are much 
greater than in Australia. The " Twyn­
holm" church in Fulham is, I should judge 
from what I hear, the most progres, iYe 
and aggressive o f our old English chur­
ches, as they are called. 'fhey have over 
500 names on their church roll , inclucling­
many very able brethren. 

Politics. 

At the time of this writing, there is much 
political agitation in England. The Gov­
ernment budget seems to have the support 
of the working classes generally, and to be 
opposed by the Lords. Just what the out­
come will be, I am not prophet enough to 
venture to predict, but that the events of 
the next few months will leave their mark 
on history is a matter of certainty. What 
strikes me as somewhat peculiar is that re­
ligious leaders reaclilv take part in the polit­
ical fray. Not long since I hearcl Dr. C. F. 
.\ked of Kew York in Dr. Clifford's church 
one Sunday night, ancl he was vcr}: _out­
spoken in his conclemnatio_n o f the spmt o f 
militari sm and of the un10n of State and 
Church. It was in fact quite a political 
speech. Last Lord's day afternoon I, hcar_rl 
Dr. Silvester Horne, one of Lonclon s most 
popular preachers, _acldi:css the afterno~n 
"?v[en's Ivieeting" 111 lus own church, rn 
which he unsparingly concle~1111~cl t\1e I~!ouse 
o f Lords as ·'a fraudulent 111st1tution,_ a1!d 
demanded that the nation should ansc 1~! 
their incJi a nation and "sweep them away. 
His l01JO' ~incl eloquent speech was !·csp..:ct­
ably pu~ctuated with applause, which was 
sometimes quite uproarious. He spok~ o f 
how men from the ranks were often raised 
up to pull down the mighty opponents of 
the peorle, and mentionini;:- Luther ancl 
Cromwell said that as Providence ha<l pre­
parcel thd son of a blacksmith and o~ a 
butcher, so maybe it was now preranng 

" the s~n o f a Welsh peasant" for a. similar 
work m onr day • There were over rooo 
'.1:fn _present, and the way they cheered this 
'1. u: 1011 _t u _Llo7d George was a most sig­
mficant mchcat1on of publi c sentiment. 

Votes for women. 

The Suff ragettes or " Su ffcrina ye ts " ·1s· £ I b ' < . one o . t 1c papers calls them, are every-
where 111 cv1dcn~e. One cannot go about 
London 111uc~1 w1thuut having his attention 
drawn !O this cause. As we entered the 
(;ates o t Parliament House the other evcn­
mg_ to atte!1d a _s itti1~g, we were met by 
laches weanng wide nbhons as sashes with 
" Votes for \;\/omen " printed on them and 
had Suffragette literature placed in' our 
hands. I can't endorse all their tactics ancl 
consider they arc misguided in som'e o f 
them, but critics must remember that they 
have been refused the right to petition and 
they justify their concl111:t on the o-r~und 
that this is the only efficient way to "'adver­
tise their plea. l read the other clay that . 
Lady Pankhurst, the talented leader o f the 
movement, was asked at a meetino- by au 
individual, the angle of whose furehead 
did not . indicate a superfluity o f brain 
power, .. \•Voulcln't you like to be a man . 
Lady Pankhurst?" She beamed sweetly 011 
him and replied , .. Yes. \Voulcln't you?' ' 

areal preachers. 

Bro. i\ loysey and I have heard, among 
others, Dr. Campbell ?\[organ and R. J. 
Campbell. So far as delivery is concerned. 
the sermon o f the latter was decidedly in­
ferior to that of any other prominent 
preacher 1 have listened to in London. The 
subject matter itself was fairly good, but 
not extraordinarily so, nor with the excep­
tion of a sentence or two was there an):­
thing to which the most orthodox could 
take exception. I suppose there must be 
some reserve power or personality about 
this popular man that was not manifest to 
11s, for the large building was crowded, and 
we had to wait outside in a long row clow11 
the footpath till the doors were open. Per­
haps we did not hear him at his best. At 
all events. we were clisappoi:itecl. Campbell 
~forgan is con,idercd very gener~lly _as 
Lomlon's "r<:atest preacher. He 1s rhs­
tinctly cva~gelical, and we were sim~ly cle­
lin-htecl with his powerful presentation of 
si7nplc truth. Silvester Horne, of Whit­
field Chapel, Archibald Drown, of Spur­
"Con's Tabernacle. Canon Henson. of\\ est­
~1inster Abbey. Dr. Clifford and others 
whom we have not hacl the privilege of 
hearing preach along e,·_an;;elic~I lines . ~o 
crowded auclil·nrcs. ancl 1t 1~ qt11te a d1ffi­
nilty to obtain :! s..:at _ unle~s present ,,half 
an hour before t1111e ot sen·1ce. The Old 
TheologJ'' is more popular than the New 
in London, eYen though so much may not 
he hearcl about it . 

Whitfield's Church. 

On the afternoon I was at Whitfiel~'s 
Churrh. T hnd t('a in the basement ,,·1th 
scn:ral hundreds of others, an<l om: of the 

6!5B 

~h'.1r~h officers. kindly shower) me over the 
', pac1ous premises. J t wa, ~11rpri ,i 11 g- t11 
cam o f the numb ·r . I .. · . · .· c ,llH \ ,\rtl·ty 1, t a1rcn.., 

c~e~ at work in thi , "'" C,m,,n,;,·a1i-~1nl 
~lmrch. In aclditio11 tu the n:gi~a/'chur:h 
'.11() Sunday School \\'Ork, which an.: l111ur-
151111g, there is a men's mccti1w ll'ith ·111 
enrolled membership of on ,r 12~. Tl · . 
·ire scp t l b . ierc ' ara e c _u s lll r boy, , )'<ll ll1l£ incn and 
ul?er men, with separate du!., ruums and 
with ~h~ exception ,, i the buys· thcr~ arc 
a)so b1lhard rooms, smoke ru11111s and libra­
ries. There arc al:<u clubs ior g- irb, youug· 
women, ~ncl olcler ones, with thei r separate 
rooms. fhen there are several 1.Jcdro11nh 
for yo~mg wom~n from the countrr to n,·­
~upy t1l_l they fine\ h~mes or empioyme11t. 
,rnd van?us other 1~stltution,; ior ll'Ork aml 
pl~y._ _ 1 he street nnmediatelv bchincl and 
ac!Jom111g the church premis-::s- 11amecl \\"hi1-
field-st., wa; recently ,lescrihecl hr .\Ir. 
I-Iorne as ' ' t~1c worst street in Lundoi1 ," anc l 
111 a house n gnt opposite the back gate four 
murders have been committecl. .\fter 1hc 
fou_rth ~he church purchasecl the properti·. 
winch 1s now_ used for church purpo,c·,. 
1 was taken 111to the room ll'here \\'hit­
ti~lcl's pulpit is preser\'ed. together with 
Ins chair. and that of Toplacly. the author 
o f .. Rock of Ages," and saw the 0111 co111-
111union service. collection boxes. etc. Un 
the inner wall o i the basement. ll'hich i:­
known as "Toplacly's Hall." is fastened the 
plate taken irom Toplady's coffin when hi:­
hocly was remo,·ed. with hun<lrecls of other,. 
to make room for the ba;e111cnt. The h,,ch· 
was re-burie,l under the floor of this hali. 
llut I fear my readers will g-rc.>11' wean· of 
merely reading about what to me. as a· vi,­
itor. was ,o intensely intere,ting. all(l I 
must stop. 

Ripening of Character. 

There are some fruits which remain 
acritl and bitter until the fro~ts come. 
Titer.: arc ]ires which ne\·er become mel­
low in Jove's temleme;:s until sorrow·, 
frosts have touched them. There are tho:-e 
who come out o i e\·ery new experiL·net· o i 
suffering or pain \l·ith a 11e\\· bh:,;,;ing in 
their life. ckan,ed o i ,ume earthlint's,. and 
mad..: a little more like Goel. ... \\"e han: 
much to clo with this ripenin~ uf our mrn 
character. lt i, onh· when we abide in 
Christ that our li\·e, ;irow in Christlikene,,. 
Sorrow and pain blight the life: that i, not 
hid with Christ in God. and mak.: more 
beautiful and mvrc fruitful the life tthat 
i; truly in Christ. If ,1·e lin: tlm, continu­
ally under the influence o f the divine grace. 
our character shall grow with the year 
into mellow ripene,,. Even the rnugh wea­
ther. the storm aml the rain am\ the chill 
uf cold nights, will only bleach out the 
stains and cleanse ,n1r liic int" whitl·nt·,~­
-I. R. Miller. 

"In lvric flow and fire , in cru~hing ion:e 
an<I majest.,·, the poetry of the 'am:ielll 
Scriptmes is the mo,t superb that t·n·r 
burnt within the breast of man.'' 
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WHY AM A CHRISTIAN. 

The more \\·e consider the question of 
the world being conquered for Christ, the 
more are \\'C impressed with the fact that 
before :-uch a thing can be realised the 
churches must prese'nt a more unitecl front 
to the foe. To a greater extent than it 
has ever been in the past 11111st it be trne 
that "they all speak the same thing.'' :\t 
the present time the babel of voices is so 
great that the non-Christian enquirer after 
truth is confounded and dismayed. Defore 
he has time to get at the reai root of the 
matter ancl discern the true from the fal se. 
he is repelled and disheartened. This fact 
Ins heen brought home to us just recently 
in reading an article in the Fort 11ighlly 
J<c,·ic,,·. This article appeared in the Sep­
tember number under the title ·' ,i\7hy I am 
not a Christian," and is written by P. Vcn­
cata Rao , an Indian gentleman of some cul­
ture. l n this he tells us that he was born 
and bred a Hinclu. but hacl traYellerl mnch 
in "·estern land~, and was well acquaintccl 
with the language and literature of Eng­
land. His opportunities. howcycr, of study­
ing Christianity had not resulted in his 
rnnver~ion. and he was not clisposed to 
regard Christianity as ~u1nrior to Hinclu­
i~m. .\fter hearing what he conceived 
Chri!itianity to he. we arc not surprised 
that he was not attracte1! b,· it , althoucrh 
i~ is cle~r tn us tha_t _e,·en i1is misconc~)­
tl(l11S of 1t make a rehg1on very much higher 
am! better than that which obtains among­
the Hindus of the present day. 

Christianity misunderstood. 

It is evident from what Mr. Rao tells us 
that his shHly of the Dible has not been of 
that inrlepcndent and thorough character 
that would leacl to the best re~ults. It is 
quite clear from what he says that he kno\\'~ 
more ahr,ut morlcrn critici~m than he docs 
al.11ul the Uihle itself. !Iis c,;timate of the 
value of the hooks of the Bible in rcgarcl to 
their authenticity i~ hasccl upon the anti­
Chri~tian conclu~icms of a very pronounced 

destructive criticism. Th~ ~ible to him is 
· t bnndk of legends, and 1t 1s therefore 1~ot 
~trang·e that he failed _to be i1~pressecl mth 
the ti·nth of Christiamty. [t is one of the 
thing·:; that we have to d.:plore t!1at t_l!e 
l'llucawl Hindu o_f ~o-~lay _forms Ins opm-· 
ion o i what Chnst1a111t~• 1,; _fr?m sources 
whid1 are distinctly ant1-Chnsttan . 

A little knowledge. 

For the misconceptions which such ~nen 
haYe in regard to the books of the Bible, 
Christendom has much to answer for. 
:.\!any of it~ representatives have play~cl 
fa st ·and loose with sacred things, c1:n~l 111 

their i<rnorance have done untold mJury 
to the "'cause of Christ. Tims our Hincln 
friend talks abont the legendary character 
of the Gospels, and that be nnderstands 
that John ·s gospel is. "put as_icle 1?Y a,1,1 com­
petent critics as quite nnl11stoncal ; and 
in so saying, gives an example of ho':' a 
little knowledge may be a dangerous thmg. 
_\ \\·ider and more independent knowledge 
and judgment of things would have led 
him to the conclusion in regard to the 
Cospels that there is no history in the world 
which carries equal credentials. In regard 
to the Fourth Gospel and modern critic­
i~m. it may be well jnst here to give an ex­
ample of the unreliability of some of its 
methods . In this connection, Dr. Davie\ 
Smith g iyes an interesting and instructive 
episode in the history of criticism. He 
says: " Until the middle of the last century 
that Ebronitic work. the 'Clementine Hom­
ilies," was circulatecl in a mutilated £01•111 . 
The close of the manuscript from which it 
was printed had got torn off, and the \\'hole 
of the 20th Homily and half of the r9th 
\\'ere wanting_ There was no certain ref­
erence to the Fonrth Gospel in the existing 
Homilies, and, since the work dates prob­
ablv from the former half of the second 
cc1itury. this was employed as an evidence 
that the Gospel belonged to another date. 
nut _in 1853 the missing section was pub­
lished from the \'atican manuscript, and 
heholcl , it contained an indubitable refer­
ence to the Johannine narrative of the heal­
ing n f the man born blind. It is I?eril0t1s 
to 1logmatisc on the delicate questions of 
criticism. One never knows when some 
faded document may be discovered beneath 
the sands of Egypt or in the dusty nook of 
a neglected library, and put one's the~rising 
to confusion. This has happened agam and 
again in recent \\·ork." 

A debasing religion. 

One can only regret that intelligent Hin­
clus are misled and turned away from 
Christianity by a criticism which is fre­
quently shallow and often has no basis of 
fact to rest upon. But making allowance 
for all thi~. it is rather strange that our 
I nclian friencl failed to see the wide g-ul f 
that separates !h~ I-~ind\t ~nrl the Christian 
religions. Chnsttamty, it_ 1s; true, has often 
heen misrepresented by . its exponents, but 
it has never been so m1srepresente1l as to 
sink to the level of the prevailing Hindu-

ism of to-day. Whatever good may be • 
Hinduis~ is oblit~ratecl by t_h~ prevaili~

11 

evils of _its wor~llll_) . No reltg1011 is fit t~ 
exist which has m 1t tl_1e clement of immor­
ality, at~cl the wo:;l11p o ~ £l!ncluis111 is 
largely unmoral. O ften it s ntual is of 
the most debasing sort," says Dr. ?vlar­
shall , "and thi s is not surpri sing, for a re­
ligion with degraded _gods will make clc­
oTaclecl men. So foul 1s much of the Hindu 
~vorship that it cannot be even spoken about 
by decent people. Other wickednesses too 
are constantly perpetrated in the na1~c Of 
religion in India. It is only the power of 
the Briti~h rule that rest~ains ~ven . to-clay 
the practice of suttee; ·while child-marriage 
ancl all its attendant horrors is not only 
cruel , but lends itself to ghastly impurities." 
The cultured Hindu may separate himself 
from the more debasing forms of his reli­
gion, but the fact remains that the grosser 
side is the legitimate outcome of the reli­
gion itself. But while our Indian friend 
is so blind that he cannot see the higher 
value of Christianity, others, his equal 
in culture, are not so obtuse. Dr. R. 
F. Horton tells us of a Japanese Budd­
hist who had embraced Christianity, ancl 
who made this discriminating remark: " In­
cleecl I can say with all truthfulness that I 
saw good 111c11 only in Christendom. Brave 
men, honest men, righteous men, are not 
wanting in heathendom, but I doubt 
whether good m c11 , by that I mean those 
men summed up in that one English word 
which has no equivalent in any other lan­
g-uage, gentlemen. I doubt whether such 
is possible without the religion of Jesus 
Christ to mould us. The Christian, God 
:\lmighty's gentleman. he is a uniq:te figure 
in this world, indescribably beautiful , no­
ble and loveable." After all , the test to be 
applied to all religions is the fruit they 
produce in the lives and habits of the peo­
ple. 

Why I am a Christian. 

In the same number of the Ni11etec11th 
Cc11/11r_)', Principal Fairbairn replies to M:· 
Rao, and the title given to his reply ~s 
·' Why I am a Christian." The title 1~ 
sca_rcely an appropriate one, seeing that the 
!'nncipal devotes most of his space to sho_w· 
mg th~t Mr. Rao is dealing with a question 
of which he has a most imperfect know­
ledge. As a reply, it is effective and to 
the point; but as a personal statement_ of 
why he is a Christian it is clisappointt~g. 
\~re rather suspect that Principal Fairb~irn 
rhcl not select the heading of his article. 
The answer to " Why I am a Christian" is 
n~t difficult. In simplest terms, the answer 
might be given, " Because I believe that 
Jesus is the Christ, the Son of the living 
Goel." This covers all the ground, and 
whatever else may be said can only be an 
amplification of_ this great central thottgh~­
M r. Rao pays httle or no attention to this 
f11ndamcntal proposition of Christianity. 
anrl thc:efore cannot be said to have given 
~he subJect he deals with the consideration 
1t clcmands. If he had done so he would 
have found that Christ is the' uplifting 
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force in Christianity, and met the world's 
greatest need in a ·way that no one else has 
done. Dr. Joseph Cook, in his Boston Lec­
tur~s, says: " Christianity provides for our 
de!tverancc from the guilt of sin and from 
the love of it . This deliverance is the desire 
of all nations. 0 11 the basis of the cosmo­
politan tru~hs 0 f axiomatic theology I have 
been standmg everywhere in my work on 
the long war-path around the planet, and I 
have found that the serious heart of the 
nations wants thi s double deliverance · that 
it docs not find it in any human creed and 
that it find s _it swiftly in Christianity, ~vhen 
the gospel ts presented in clear, devout 
schola rly, aggressive, undiluted form ." Th~ 
u plifting , saving power of Christ is in it­
self, a sufficient reason for accepting' Chris­
tianity and wearing the name Christian. 
If another reason were wanting, one might 
say, I am a Christian because Christianity 
is the only religion known to man which 
is free from the slightest hint of impurity. 
J t makes the best men and women. Re­
ligions, as Dr. Clifford says, "must ulti­
mately stand or fall by the men they make. 
Life is demonstration. There is no refut­
ing a g ospel which makes the perfect man. 
You may as well fling snowflakes at a roar­
ing blast-furnace and expect to put out 
the fire, as fling bits of logic at any agency 
that creates the highest type of manhood ." 

Editorial Notes. 
---o---

" On to Pittsburg." 

The Christia11-Evangelist of Sept. 23 
o-ives part of an address delivered by Hugh 
?\iicLellan ( son of our Victorian Confer­
ence Secretary) at the New Orleans Con­
vention. The following is a short extract 
from it:-'· It will be an important prepara­
tion for tfie Centennial for the disciple to 
feel the s ignificance of this going up_ to 
Pittsburg. It will not be a mere convent1011. 
It is true, we shall transact thei:e Ol~r an­
nual convention business, but 1t will be 
more than a convention. Vve shall sec 
many conventions, but not on~ who go~s 
will ever see another Centenmal. It will 
be more than a missionary rally. . True, 
there will be a fo:ward movement_ 11~ tha} 
long thin line which marks the lumts 0 

Christendom · but God forbid that we 
should have 

1

to wait one hundred yea.rs to 
catch a missionary enthusiasm! It will b~ 
more than a jubilee or a parade or an empt) 
boast True there will be tens \lp~n t_ens 
of tl~ousand~ there, and much Jubilabfn, 
and indeed some unlicensed tongues t mt 
!mow not a~vc. hut in the main the servFants 

' · f that 1 acc of Jesus will feel the scrutmy O ' 
which has been forming through the yef:~j 
and looking up into those solemn e):,es s I.I 
read the Judgment of a Century. 

The Life Tells. 
· f the remarks in As supplementing some O • f 

1 our "Leader.'' we give the fo)low11'.g. ,,ron 
the Natio11al Missionary Iutcll1ge11ctr. The 

best means of - inclividual conversion is 
the noble character of the Christian tea­
cher. I am in a position to rightly estimate 
th~ extent of the influence produced by 
tins method on a Hmdu mind. As a con­
yert I am aware of the process of change 
111 my own mind, ancl I have knowledge of 
the change of ideas in the minds of many 
of my friends and acquaintances who be­
came Christians . . . . In reviewing my life 
I c~nnot but fe_el sure that the chief agency 
:vl11ch created 111 me a liking for Christian­
ity was the sterling character of a Chris­
tian gentleman. The Tamil pundit of the 
sc_hool !11 which I was reading for my ma­
tnculat1on was 1\l[r. H. A Krishna Pillai. 
himself a convert, well-versed in the great 
books of Tamil literature. Though only a 
Tamil pundit he had a thirst for souls, and 
made use of every opportunity to inculcate 
the truths of Christianity in the minds of 
the people who visited him. His conduct 
was quite in keeping with his preaching. 
His character, compounded as it was of the 
elements of love, truthfulne;s, humility and 
integ rity, fascinated me. I really admired 
his God and his Saviour, because I realised 
that it was his Saviour who ennobled his 
life and produced those beautiful traits of 
character which I sought for in vain among 
my fellows, friends and relatives. This 
admiration gradually led me to the feet of 
Christ." 

The Hors-de-Rome Movement in 
France. 

Bro. A. E. Seddon, writing to the Chris­
lia11 Sta11dard, says: " In my last letter I 
spoke of the first persons who accepte_d the 
gospel invitation and of th_e very s~t1sfac­
tory character of the matenal of_ wh1c_h the 
First Christian Church of Pans will be 
formed. There is one feature of our lit~le 
community of disciples w_hich I then 01!11t­
ted to mention; but wl11ch, to my_ m111d, 
is a most encouraging feature._ I tlu~k ,~·c 
may consider ourselves pecuharlr nch, 111 

the possession of brethren_ who will ?_e ~pt 
to teach ,' and to take part 111 the publtc n11n­
istrations. . \mongst our most regula~ a~­
tendants now we have three _ex-pncsts. 
Last Sunday all three took part 111 the ser­
vice. One led in public prayer, a _seco ncl 
read the Scripture lcsso!1 and a thml as­
sisted me at the cumm11111on table .. -\II the~c 
brethren , having been accust01!1ed to pu~ltc 
ministrations, performed their respec~!vc 
duties without emharra~sment and ",th 
di it ' and ability. At th~ clo~e ?f _the 

gn_ ) •n reSJJonse to the o-o~pel 111v1tation, service, 1 · "' f . rel 
ic of these a :.I. Lesne, came om a 

~:ul publicly ~on fessed t~e Lord _in. th<; pr1s­
cncc of the congregat1011. 1 lus . . ts t tc 
fourth ex-priest who has taken tht ~tand 
' I made the ,rood confes~fon. f"n of 
t1~~se have alre;cly beet~ bart!sed. an~! tl~e 

ther two will be lmned with Clmst m 
fia tism as soon as we can_ make ~rr.ange-

p 1 .. 1 I iire~mne will be w1thm thr mcnts. w uc 1, ,. ·· • 
next two weeks. 

A Priest's Warning to his Flock. 
C. r. Schilling- w;ites in 1/'orld-_ll'i~,­

,,. . · . .. lt was 111 the South D1stnct .Jli,1ssw11s. 

o f Chile and in the village 0f Pcrquenco. 
where- the parish prie~t \\'a , holclin rr an 
open-air service at the 11ccas1un ,, j a p~1blk 
feast. Recently \\'C had held a 1111111her "i 
services in . that place, \\'hich apparently 
gave the priest an occa,ion for alarm. I Iv 
tl~ereforc consiclcred it his cluty tc, warn 
!us flo~k of the danger coming from con­
tact with the clreadecl heretic,, ancl this i, 
the way he clicl it. Saicl he: · :.ly belo\'cd 
flock! . There have been ,orne ,igns lately 
of a ~1scasc that _breaks ,111t cn·ry 1111cc in 
a while, callccl Protestanti , 111. '!'ht.: 111l'll 

who fo llow thi, olcl hut cil'i1w hercSI· arc 
\'Cry cunning- in their wars." The,: \\'ill 
rnmc to you with argument, oi thc{r 1111·11 
and with a nible of their 111rn. \\'ishing- to 
deceive even the elect among- you. I ,;·am 
you, dear children. of this (!anger . and tell 
you what you ought to do. \1/hen \'ou sec 
a Protestant coming to your home Jo by 
no means begin to argue with him: he i, 
sure to do you harm. Do not e\'cn ask him 
as to the pi1rpose o f his coming. \\"hen h,· 
is near your door just take hold of the 
tranca, the hea\'y beam \\'ith which y11n 
close your cloor at night time. and hit th, 
comer on the head with it. for that is th,· 
only e~~~tual way of arguing- 11·ith a rr11-
testant: 

Bureau of Communication. 

The news that :.[r. Y\'. T. Stead ha, es­
tablished a ;, Bureau of Communication " 
with the other world. ancl that anyhocly 
who desires to communicate with a deacl 
friend may do so with the h~lp _of a ,pir!t 
named Julia and upon apphca!Ion to tlu , 
bureau will be treated hY almo,t e1·ery 
reader' as a jest. "1Ir. Steacl. ho1H·1·cr." 
says the S011/ltcm Cross, "is a ,incere be­
liever in Julia : there is no taint of gain to 
himself in the whole bu;;inc,s: and he ha, 
for many years clain:ed to be in re_ce ipt ,"f 
constant communicat1011s from Juha. 1 ht' 
obvious feature of all allcg-ed ,piritual ~0 111-

nmnications i:; their utter absurdity. I I we 
are to believe the reports which read~ )"' 
throucrh seances and planchettes. the spmt, 
of th~ great dead as soon as they haw 
passed to t_he other world arc O\'ertaken !J:1· 
complete 111te_llecht~l ban~ruptcy. Shak, ~ 
spcarc lose, h1;; gemus. ~lilton forgets ho,, 
to rhyme: Sir [saac :\ewton part~ n?m­
pany ·with all his science. ~ml Rus~:n tor­
gets not only how to wn~e Engh~h. but 
i10w to spell it. Mr. Stead s own c~11!1!111-
nications with Julia do not rescue spmttsm 
from this reproach. He has never b~en 
able to give to the worl? a message wluch 
has in it a grain of wisdom. a flayor _of 
humor. or a ,ingle idea or fa_ct which 111-

creasl' the worl<l's stock o f wisdom. Per­
haps. however. this i, an ov~r.statement. 
According to :\Ir. Stead. the spmt of Lo:'.) 
lleaconsfielc\ sent through Juha a l?ng mc~­
;;age. and ended by ,aying. 'P_ubhs!1 what 
I , a,·. if yon like. but people \\'Ill thmk yo1'. 
a f~ol.' :--ow there is a degree both ot 
commonsense and truth in that sentence 
\\'hich Ii its it quite out of the category of 
ordinary ·messages.' " 
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AUSTRALIAN MISSIONS. 

.\ :\:\JES .-\.\!) .\DIJR ES~ l-:S O F .\II SS IO .\ 
.\RI ES. 

.\I r. :i nd .\!rs. 11. 11. S) rntt t1 11, l1a r_a 111a1i, via Dik-
,a l, lfo mhay Pn·,uk·n,y. I 11d1a. 

al a ny "n" n f lh to><· , a vic,·s, and g-ai.c1 l llJHl ll 

tha t hushed a nd n ·1·erent ass <:mhl~•• s tra ng ely 
r a ri l'd in color a nd ga rb, lmt one m_ ho pe and 
1,·ml,· r ln vl" lu ynnr Sa vio11r and 111'.11 ~·, wo uld 
you no t h:11·c found your heart in thrrlh'.1g- sym ­
ia tlw with Christ's j oy, and d ie,· r.L'd wtrlt g lad 

;,ssu;·am:c-s o i his ,·ictory? \Vouhl •~ he easy, d~ 
--111 think fo r th<: next g lobi:-tro ttmg mau-of-

.\Jr. S1 .:ph,·n L11dhrnok. c/ o .\ Ir. 11. H. S1n 11 ,. 11. 
\Ji.- .\Ian ·1 hump,u n, <' 'n !Jr. Dn1111111 .,nd . 
· 11 :m.b: C.P .. India. 

.\Ii,, J•:d i1 h T,-rr,' 11 , ,/ n .\Ir. 11. 11. S1n111 un. 

.\ Ii,, Rn:'t· T,mkin. 8-.j \'a 11;..rt zpr1<1 R<1a cl, S hang--
hai. China. 

.\Ir. a ncl ).J r, . P. :\ . Da1·,·_1·. T okyo, Japan. 

.\Ir. and ).Jr,. F. Filmer. P ,·n1 1·cn, 1 Island, .\,·11· 
l ld,rid,·, . Sn111h S.-a,. 

.\Ir. \\". J am,·. Ca ri n P ia,·,·. ,,ff Ratlulnwn-,1., 
Ca rh un, \'ie. 

.\Ir. .\I. J. Shah. r / <1 llr. Drnnnnnnd, llarda, 
C l' .. India. 

News from P. A. Davey, Japan. 

\\" riling und .- r dak . \11g. 6, h,· says: "L,st 
,n·,·k 11·e ha<l onr a nn11 al mission mcl'ling, with 
20 in all entlanr,·. The rq1orl shows there were 
1 i.l l,aptism, during the missionary year ; a total 
111,·mha,hip r,i J 2J i; total offering, 958.9~ dol-
1:ir,; sch un i t ui1ion ic-es, 125J.2i do lla rs: stud­
•·111, in , d100I, i 90- S unday School scholars, 
3013. T h~ s<cntimc·nl in fa rn r o f self-support is 
n ' ry st rong amongst our miss ionaries, and be-
1·oming so amongs t our Japa nese brethr<'n. This 
YL"a r, self-support and self-propagation-a rea l 
c1·angdi stic ~,·111inwnt-will he cl e,·eloped a~ far 
as possihlt-. 

South Australian tour of Miss Thomp ­
son and Miss Terre//. 

From all c111:1rt C'r, n·porh ar.: n 1111ing o f spl .:n­
ditl 111,·,·ting, a nd g rc·a t int er,·s t a ro11 s,·d . Th c­
S .. \. S,·cn ·ta ry n ·porl ,: " \Vith n ·gard tn th e 
,·i, it s , ,f thl·sc- tw r, godly wo111,·n 10 our churcltt·s, 
I 11111,1 ,ay th,· rqm rt s fro 111 all ,onrn•s arc- most 
,·m·o11ragi11g. 1.:irg,• mlTI ings wen, held wher­
t·n·r th<' s if kr, went , and much good will result . 
Our joint f:i rcwc·II to thl·IIJ and Bro. and Siskr 
G. P . Pi11111a11 wa s ,·nj oyl•d hy all. Th,· ch11rch 
at I lindmar, h a n , prc·paring 1,, s,·nrl a hnx tn 
Uaramati rnntaining- toy -: and g:1r111c•nt s to thl· 
vah11• o f ahn11t £:,. 

M arvel/ous increase. 

Thcrl· wa, :,11 a\",·rag-,• of a t ka-t 2,/)()() l'0 111 -
1111111icant, acln,itkd to Chri , tian churcll(·s in 
111i ~~io 11 tic· lcl, L" 1·c·ry S unday o f la st Yl·ar. \V,, 
,·ould ha n : taktn pussess ic,n o f 0nc o f our large 
d1urch c·clilic,· , and packed i t to the doors, mo rn ­
ing- and aftl·rnonn, L" l"<:ry Lll rcl'~ day for the past 
twl·h ·e 111onths, with a fn•,h throng of com11111 -
11ic:m1s :l t l"ach sen-ict·, dain1ing- their places for 
lhl· fi r st time at th,· I.o re! \ tal,lc•. If yo11 co11lrl 
han· :< lippc·d into , 1; 111e r1nil·I ,~at in tla· gall,·ry 

; ,;,._world '10 para lyse your faith in miss io ns and 
conl"incc vnu tha t h c- was a walking o racle co 11 -
n ·rt1i11" s~met hing abo11t which he k now s prac­
t ically "nothing-?-Dr . .f. S. Drnn is, i11 .ll iss io11 ar_y 
lutd ligc11 c,·r. 

The unrest of the world. 

The lat ('s t issu e o f th e J-/ omi/c/ic Rc,•it·,,, ma k,·s 
the fo llowing statement o n the need o f prcsent ­
in" Chris t to the heathen world :- ·':\ n ·cent ecli ­
lo; ial in the Tim es sta tes tha t a t no time in th l! 
h isto ry o f the world were there so many sig ns 
n f general 11nrest recorded a s those which seem 
tn rnnfront us to-day. .\o w it is evident th at 
1his sn,·ia l, political, a nd relig ions unrest is wo rld­
wid ,·. P c: pular l!duca tion a nd th e chl'ap ncws­
pap,·r ha \" L" pa , ·L"d th e way fo r r cfor111 and revolt 
against consen·a tism and th e o ld sta te o f things 
in Turkt•y as well as in China, in Pers ia as in 
India, in ).(o rocco as well a s in Russia. OJ1e of 
the chici reasons, howc,·er, for thi s genera l un ­
rest is th e decay o f o ld beliefs, traditio ns, con­
\' entions, and customs. :\II the o ld faith s o f th e 
O rient a rc being tri ed by lire in th e white hea t 
n f modern scit'ncc and civilisation. Confucian­
is m can no longer be consen •ativl!, nor Islam 
stagnant, nor Hinduism exclusive. Th e i111pac1 
n i \ Veskrn ci,·ilisation, as wdl as th e impact o f 
\\'cs lern Christianity, is di sinteg rating thl! old 
system s. 7\lillio ns o f thosc cl:-i ss ificd in statis­
tical tahlcs a, Moslems, Hind11s, or Buddhists 
arl' practically without a faith of their own . The 
old cry o f M icah voices their spiritual unrest : 
·y c ha\'e tak en away my gods which I have 
mad,•, a nd lhl' priest, and arc go ne away, and 
what ha1·e I mor e? A nd wh a t is this that y i: 
, ay unto me•, \1/hat ail eth th ee·?' The call is ur­
gent to hring the good t idings of the great Rest­
Gi\"<:r to a weary, waiting world , Jesus Christ 
alo ne can meet the intellectua l, social, mo ral, 
and spirit11al unrest of the world." 

NEW ZEALAND MISSIONS. 

( Rrn, 1-Iad/ield's August Report to the X l'\\' 
Z,·aland Foreign Mission Committees.) 

Bulawayo, Sept. r 5, 1909. 
Lh·ar fln:thren and Sisters,-

Thc pa~t month has been one of quiet, stear!y 
wurk. The fact of hal'ing officers, o r rath.:r, 111 

th,· meantime, a l'lmrch committc,•, i, ha1·inl{ a 
grnHI effect; matters hithc·rto left over are now 

n 'Cl" t,·mg- r,•gula_r :11_1d car~f11I consideration 
,iur 11J t1 nl hly 11 1T1 cl'rs 1n,·,·11 ng. \ \I,, regrl't lh~: 
Sl' \' l'l"a l ca ses of falling- :'.way lh a1 ha v<• htrn i 

s nspens,· ha \'~ ha ll to he hr, t cka lt with , a
11

,
1 

lw~ 
Inn· been wllhdra w n fro 111 . :\ few oth ,T • .

1 , ' in I prohahly ha 1·e to go lhc sam e sad way, hut Wr 

mns l, if w e c:111 , !la \'e a cit-a u church. 0
11

r h:,s 
llC•c• n added hy f: 11 1 It a nd repent a nee. 

Th o: Gon· rn111 e11t inspecto r visit ed th e Bula­
wayo I lay School a nd scc-111ccl we ll sa tis lkd, 

0111 pnssi blr hi s w ritt C' n repo r t 111ay 11 01 he quite 
so good as las t ye:tr, as 111y la te illness kt-pi llh' 

o ut o f th e schoo l for som e weeks, and th rew all 
the wo rk 0 11 0 11 e teacher , a nd, as we have uow 
fo 11 r primer classes a nd s ix s ta ndards, it is i

111 
. 

possihle fo r on e teacher a nd th e pupil teachers 
10 cope with th e work prope rly. Yo11 will all 
be g lad to know that my health is now ,·xce l­
knt, and f a m going to H ill s ide fo ur a fte r110011s 
a week to teach o ur th ree evangelist sl11de111 s, 
who a rc d oing well. W c started a children's 
school at H ills ide at th e heginn i11g o f i\ ngust, 
a nd have 29 child ren 11nder cha rge of Bro. 
T homas i'vfazinya ne . 

B ro. A nder son a rrived back from E ngland last 
Friday, th e day o n wh ich Bro. Hollis was uni ted 
in marriage w ith S iste r Bowles, o f thi s church , 
wh o will ret11rn w it h him to Blanty re in about 
three w eeks. T h ro ug h Bro. And erson's efforts 
in Grea t B ri tain, bo th lec turing a nd at the an­
nua l Conference, th e B ri t ish churches have def­
ini tely unde r ta ken, hy th e g race o f Goel, th e sup­
port o f th e B lantyre :.\'fiss io n . \Ve ha ve had 
splendid letters o f apprecia tio n u f Bro. Ander­
son's work at hom e fro m th e Brit ish F.M. Com­
miltce. Th e hand o f God has heen in lhc whnk 
matter . P ra ise him wi th us, breth ren. 

S is ter H a dfield a nd a ll w orkers a r c w ell . Bro. 
.-\nd er son is looking very w ell a fte r hi s sea 
1·oyage. vV e «re looking forward to 011rs now. 

F. L. H ADFIELD. 

Methodist View of Baptism. 
To the Editor A USTR ALIAN Cunrs'l'IAN. 

Sir -I was afraid the last letter would 
shake' your foundations too much for you 
to print it. It is no lig ht thing to bear false 
witness against thy neighbor and then rr 
fuse to admit it as you have clone. Met 1: 

odists remember Matt. 23 : 23, and a_r: 
sorry that you think rites and cere111o111e~ 
more important than fundamental s. I, can­
not ao-ree that you have treated me ' very 

"' , · 1 r or fairly " but if vour conscience 1s c ea 
1 

t 
vou t

0

hink you · can afford to let my a
1
s 

· b ' fl r t IC letter go unheeded, I will state rte } 
:.\fothodist view of baptism. 

r. \\Thence came it ? From the Bible, no 
text of which we either slum or pa~{\ 
The fairness shown by the " Me~ho 1\ 

Scholar" quoted A.C., p. 527, is typical 0 

:.\Iethodism-not exceptional, as the con; 
text infers. For instance the idea th\a 

' f I we shun Acts 2 : 38 is utterly false. · 1. 
:.\1.D.'s first duty is diagnosis. He does 
not give every patient the· same close. Nor 
do we. When speaking to Jews or hea­
then, as was Pet~r, we quote Acts 2: 38. 
ancl expect compliance therewith. \1/c shall 
ctuo~c tt to nominal Christians when shown 
Scripture command or prec::!dent for doing 
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committee a I . . . • n out-c oor co1111111ttce a sew 

low command or prece<lcn~
1
'
1 ?'· We fol-

appear in Scripture and i1 " ~11erever these '!'hos . Hagger. 
genera l spi rit or pu;p~rt o f\~ le~! cfses_the 
I \ut upon the Holy S . . e \\ 10 e Bible. 
clepcncl whether his rftt we ultimately 
I \ihlc; ,th rong h men , o; "' cnrc~~-me through 

ing- cla~s c<,nnnittee and • Tl .' ' 1 • -
co11trihutcs ·iho £. ' . "' 

111
1. ns c mrch 

of ti . ' ut 400 per annum cxdnsivc 
- ·I JC two annual missio11ary ofier i1w . 
,111( a rrood . · 1• • • ,,,. 

2 . I he o ne essential baptism is I • ,,.· 
of t he Holy Ghost. With thi _t Jc ~1ft 
begins. Confession of hith iss sa lvation 
tn groll'th in spiritual life' V' t nebcess~ry . . f . •va er apt1 sm 
1~ unc means o confession I S · 
it synch ronised as nearl)· a· · n ·'bclnptl~rc 
11 I GI ' . ~ poss1 e with 

o y iost baptism. It was never n-ccl 
except at the very bco·innin(T of ti Cl '. 
·. 1· f 'I'! ,.. "' ie 1ns-tt,111 i c. m s probably the ,, . · 

1 
Cl . . 1_0 never 

1 ccc1vct m sttan baptism-they \ 1 
ready recognised as disciples and tvhere_ ~t­. t • I e 1111 -
I ~ ory ri te wm~ld have b~en ~ut of place at 
I e ntecnst. \ \ _atcr baptism is Scriptnrall 
a fir s~ con fess1on ~n_d symbolic-the watJ 
b~a u_ti _fn lly symbohsmg the puri fyin(Y and 
v1tahs111g energy of the Holy Ghost It 
"?~ also the sign o f acceptance into the 
v1s1ble church. 

3· \ iVe . bn'.e the mode an open qnestion, 
a11CI baptise 111 any recognisecl form. The 
mo~le o f_ wate1: baptis~1 is not minutely de­
~cnbecl m. Scnptnre; if it were we should 
JUSt ~s mmutely follow. Its vagueness is 
sufficient g-uai:antee that nothing vital is at 
st~ke, and this absence of ceremonial de­
ta il harmo ni ses perfectly with the whole 
gosp_el ~caching-. The concensus of schol­
arsl!1p 1s against dogmatising as to mode. 
En_11~ent and godly scholars differ in their 
opm1on. VV e urge our pevple to intelli­
gently exa1~ine t?e evidence and when fully 
persuad;d 111 t_hetr own minds to act accord­
mgly . fhe sunplest form is more general 
( I) Because the more elaborate the ritual 
~he more likely is the baptised one to trust 
it rather than Christ. (2) Because "shed 
f~i_-th " i~ used of Christ's action when bap­
t1smg with the Holy Ghost. and ·• fell upon" 
describes the baptising element. also the 
clement m?ves to the baptiser) in Holy 
Ghost baptism. \Ve prefer the mode which 
most effectively symbolises the essential 
haptism. V•/e admit immersion as valid, 
and therefore some speciously plead that 
for the sake of unity we should practise it 
only. Jmmersionists may be good Chris­
tians even as were ;;omc keepers of the 
?vJosaic la\\' in Paul's time. Rut just as he 
protested against compelling· Gentiles to 
follow iWoses, so we protest against non­
essential ceremonials unduly urged. Vol­
untarily undertaken, they may be good, but 
we cannot preach their necessity whilst 
standing rast in the liberty of Christ. 
Rather is the way to unity indicatec_l in the 
movement of the Baptist Church toward 
open membership. By making membership 
more ceremonially exclusive we should be 
hindering fulfilment of the prayer "That 
they all may be one." Oneness in spirit 
ancl tolerance in forms is our watchword 
for the coming union. Infant baptism I 
ll'ill deal with later on if I may. 

i\forwell, 28/10/09. W. StAl\!SR. 

I V.-BIRM IN GHAi\ f 

th,~;i~~~:\~1~?11~. was the _ci ty o f D.avid King. 
the t l10 I ." ,1rf who cl1d so mnch to mould 

• "i • ' 11111 1' ' 1stnhutcd to member-
111 necc ; this latter is hirrhl . ' 
aml certa1·11 t • S • · " ) c0mmcndablc 

' } cnptmal. 

\JO' It O tJ ]' ' ' J and labo; I ic Jnt1s i brotherhood. 
toration cc so hare! to promote the Res­
WI .

1 
movcmc1.1t m the British Islands. 

0 
f On Tln~rscl~y evening I hacl the priYilcgc 

. r eaclung m the Geach-st. i.:hapcl. This 
~~!Ct ~c 'rgcStl and _1110;~ imposing bnilcling 

I 
re iren iave 111 l ,mnin r,ham . it -cal 

a 1011t 500 people. " ' ~ ' ' cli/ \t~~1 agrcc111g ,,·!th all he said ancl 
tha;} G c must achmre the co11ragc ancl 

.· ' . o_d f_o r the work of the man . Hi, 
"icl_O\~· st ill lives and ed its the little monthh· 
penoc ical called Th e Old Paths. althouo-h 

l -~n. FrCi<llay a special gospel meeting was 
ic c 111 iarles Henry-st. chapel. at ; 1'!1ich 

a young man made the go0:I con fcssion. 

now 9" years of I I · "' • 
1
-: · age . 1acl the pleasure 

o_~ _ca 1mg. on her to-clay , ancl fo 1111cl her 
~• t111 g np !n bed reading proofs. She was 
mt_erested in the brethren ancl \\'Ork in our 
own great South land, ancl spoke of a num­
ber by name. 

In Birmingham can be found the book­
room of the Churches of Christ· this is 
as arc the publications of the Briti~h bretl~~ 
re!1 , under t)1c control o f a p11blishing com­
nuttcc appomtecl at the ann11al Con fcrence 
llf thc churches. A good ,rnrk is beinir 
clone hy n~cans o f the pri11ting press. "' 

1t was 111 the year 1857 that five disci­
ples commenced the \\'eckly breaking of 
b;'eacl. and thus started what is now the 
<;harles Henry-st. church. In 1864 the 
hrst chapel was erected. and there \\'ere 
then t w~ churches in the city. At the 
present t1111c there arc seven churches with 
1032 members; to that extent has the fi,·c 
o f 52 years ago multipliccl. 

:-Ly Yisit to Dinning-ham lasted one week: 
on _the Lorri' s clay it was my privilege to 
dcln·cr three adtlresscs at Sparkhill, where 
~re ha~·c a ~lmrch o f 198 members meeting 
111 a mcc brick chapel on a main road. This 
church is t I years olrl. and has been in the 
chapel for 6 years. l also preached arrai11 
on the Tuesday evening--therc \\'ere t\\'I) 
clccisio11s for Christ. 

On i\[011day evening I attc11decl the 5211d 
annivcrsa rv tea of the Charles Henrr-st. 
church. an-cl along- with Ero. 1 lallida,· from 
Jlurma. and Tiro. Batten from London. hacl 
the pri,·ilegc of addressing the gathering 
of about 300 people. The chair \\'as nc­
cupierl by Bro. J. T . Johnson-a man of 
72 years n f age. and who for o\'cr 40 year:­
has been a member of that rlmrch. The 
chapel there is not in the best of neighbor­
hoods. and the entrance is rather bad, but 
it is comfortable ancl con1111nclinus whe11 
you get inside. :\ missionary mcrting- \\'as 
held on ,veclnesclay rvening-. ancl at that 
I also harl the pleasure of speaking. 

The report tendered at the anniversary 
gathering- \\'as a bright one: the church 
has had a net increase of 19 members dur­
ing- the past year. thr membership standing 
at 287. 'fhe school has 2So scholar, en­
rolled. 105 of which are orer q years of 
age. Organisation in this c1?ng-regatio11 is 
good ; committees arr appomtrcl to takc 
rhargr of the yarion, departments of \\'Ork; 
thus· there is a visiting committee, a Sunday 
School committee, an improvement class 

Saturday rnorni1w saw 11·1' ,·11 tl t . " · " 1e ram 
on_ my way to Leer\, in Yorkshire. a11<1 a, 

1
[ JOUrneyc~I on I was thankfnl that 1 ha;I 
Je~n permitted to ,pend a week in l ,· ._ 
mmgham. "

1 

Peace, Perfect Peace. 

Peace, . yea,_ l_)Criect peace! What a 
heaven he~ w1tl1111 ! .. \II gleaming with a 
heavenly hght even 111 the midnight of this 
world of care! . We c~1111ot enjoy true 
pe:1cc as long as s111 remams upon the con­
s:t~nce. .-\ s well i:night . the ocean be quiet 
11 Jule the tempest 1s ragmg, or the sea bird 
rest on the wave when the storm is mixin• r 
~arth and sky. The more the conscien,~ 
is_ enlightened. the more surely will it for­
lHcl peace so long as sin remains, for its 
honest verdict is that si11 de:ierYes Gucl's 
'\rath. and must _be punisheLl. £yery up­
nght 11nderstand111g asscut:i to the jnsfo:.: 
o f that rlispensatiou ln· which ··even · tran,­
gression and clisoberliencc 1c,civecf a ju,t 
recompense of reward." To me. when 
convinced of sin . it seemed that Goel could 
not be Goel if he Llicl not punish me for mr 
,ins. Ue,ause n f thi, deep-,catc,I CtHl\'ic­
tio11. that great g-ospel truth. "The blood 
nf Jesus Christ. his Son. rlcan:-dh us from 
all sin." became a hearenly 111L·:-,age ,weeter 
than the music o f angel,· harp,. Then I 
,all'. ,l'ith g-lacl ~nrpri,c. that l;<>rl in Chri,t 
Jesus i, " ju,t. ancl the ju,tih<'r 1) i him that 
beliereth." To ml' the glori,)tb ,loctrinr ,,i 
,uhstitution \\'a, a "·di in a ,k::ert: ancl it 
i, so ,till. l hclic\·e it ll'ith Ill\' whole ,:0 111. 

.\n honest ma11. if he he in tlel;t, ,,·ill alwa\', 
he in trouble until the liability is remoYe<l; 
but when his debt is paid. he leaps intt1 
liberty and gladness. When l learned that 
111\' enonnou5 debt o f ,in hat! been fullv 
1lischargecl by the Lore! Jc,u, Christ, wh;, 
clicl this for all hclie,·er, . then wa, my· 
heart at peacr.- C. H. Sp11rg,·(111. 

" Home is the real test of charact.:r. ::-.:11 
,aint is ready for translation till he can lire 
ll'isely, courageously, bra\·ely. amiably an,! 
consistentlv at home. Sci f-cnntrol ancl ;; il­
cnce kno,~ how to keep housc~ho\\' t,1 

transform a house into a homl~aml will­
power and good sense will teach ,)Ill' when 
and how long they should be ex1:rcised." 
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Victorian Missions. 
M. McLellan. 

Bren. Connor, Leng, Theo. Edwards, A. R. 
Benn, E. Edwards, Shain, Oram, H . Bak~r, 
Clipstone, Strongman, Johnston, 01appcll , Sh_1p­
way, Black, and Geo. Cust have been labor'.ng 
in their various fields . A few changes arc bemg 
arranged. F'._. Goodwin succeeds Bro. Strongman 
in the Shepparton and Cosgrove districts . Bro. 
Johnston discontinues at Kyneton, and G. Black 
goes home during the vacation, while Bro. Bagley 
enters upon his duties of State Evangelist and 
Organising Secretary from the 10th inst., begin­
ning the Geelong mission next Lord's day (the 
14th) . 

C. M. Gordon at last meeting of Committee 
gave a progress report of the result of the special 
Centenniai appeal. A splendid response was 
made, realising (with the aid of the Sisters' H.M. 
Rally) about £350. Full particulars will shortly 
be published. The H.M. Committee feel deeply 
grateful to all the contributors, as it has greatly 
relieved the financial strain. In consequence of 
the recent special contributions, the Committee 
have decided to postpone the date of the annual 
collection in aid of Home Missions in Victoria 
to Lord's day, the 23rd January next. Will 
churches please do all they can to make this 
year's collection a great success, as the funds are 
greatly required? 

Total additions since last Conference, by faith 
and obedience, 78, and 3 restorations. Total, 81. 

We are pleased to state that H . Baker is now 
recovering from his recent accident in the " Mal­
Ice" circuit. 

From the Field. 
New Zealand. 

AUCKLAND (Ponsonby-rd.).-Bro. and Sister Saxby, 
from Sydney, have been here during the past week. 
Our brother's addresses have been uplif1iog and 
edifying. Last Lord's day morning John Leslie 
passed quietly away, after undergoing a serious oper­
ation a few days previously. He was a member of 
many years' standing. His wife, two elder daughters, 
and son-in law are in the church. The church stood 
while a resolution was passed asking that sympathy 
be conveyed to all the bereaved.-F.D., Nov . x. 

DUNEDIN.-As a finale to a rally by which the roll 
of members was well augmented, the losing side of 
the rally of the Christian Women's Missionary Society 
last Toesday evening entertained the winning side. 
Mrs. W. J. Hastie, presided, and the Tabernacle hall 
was comfortably filled. Io the absence of Bro. 
Hastie, who is conducting a mission at Invercargill, 
hb place was filled yesterday by W. D. Little. 
Membtrs of the churches of the southern district are 
reminded that Lord's day, Dec. 19, will be set apart 
as a sacrifice Sunday for Home Missions. Good 
work at Ashburton, Gore and Barohide ls being 
carried on through the medium of the Home Mission 
Committee, which bas also been able to render 
evangelhtlc help to K;,ltaogata, and the committee feel 

sure that the appeal for further assistance to carry on 
will meet with a generous response. The work 
requires the hearty co-operation of all brethren .­

L.C J.S., Nov. 1 . 

WELLINGTON SouTH - Bro. and Sister Wilson 
arrived in the s.s. "Warrimoo" from Sydney, 00 

Oct. 6. A large number of brethren and sisters w~re 
on the wharf to welcome them. On the followmg 
Lord's day Bro. Wilson gave a good address in the 
morniog, and at night preached to a full house. At 
the close of the service a youog woman who had 
come forward the Lord's day previous was immersed . 
On Oct. 13 a welcome tea was followed by a public 
meeting, presided over by D. Campbell Bro. 
Franklyn, on behalf of the Vivian-st. church, ex­
teoded a hearty welcome to Bro and Sister Vvilsoo; 
also Bro. McCrackett, on behalf of the Petone 
church. The opportunity was taken to present 
Mr. R. A. Wright, M.P., with a travelling bag, suit­
ably inscribed, from tbe church, in recognition of_his 
valuable help while they were without an evangehst; 
aod at the same time to present to Bro. and Sister 
Wilson as a wedding present a handsome tea set · 
Mr. Wright suitably replied, and Mr. Wilson replied 
on behalf of himself and wife. The choir, under the 
leadership of Mr. Miller, rendered several anthems, 
which were highly appreciated by the large audience. 
Miss Thomas presided at the 01gan.-A. THOMAS 

Tasmania. 
HoBART.-Since last report the work has been 

steadily progressiog, and we have to report three 
additions. Geo. Manifold is conducting a series of 
addresses on" The Messiahship 0£ Jesus," and the 
attendance on Sunday eveoicgs is very gratifying. 
Tbiogs in connection with church work of Tasmc1nia 
are looking much brighter. Whereas there was only 
one evaogelist in the field twelve months ago, there 
are now three busily at work. There is no doubt that 
as a brotherhood in these parts we are loo self-satis­
fied with the state of things, and therefore as the im­
portance of the work does not impress us as it should, 
we fail to recognise the obligation that devolves upon 
ns in our giving as members of the Church of Christ. 
Bro. Manifold has paid aoother visit to the Geeves­
towo brethren, and was a source of help to the 
struggling cause.-W. R. C. JARVIS. 

NUBl!ENA.-Sioce C. Hale began his labors four 
have made the good confession and been immersed, 
also one restored . Much house-to-house visiting has 
been done. Good meetings both morning and eveoiog. 
A workiog bee built in a new baptistry, previous im­
mersioos beiog in the sea. The brethren worked 
hard aod soon completed a good work a few weeks 
ago. N. Smith preached and took the confessioo of 
ooe, who was immersed by G. Spauldiog in the sea. 
Bro. Spauldiog bas visited Eaglebawk Neck on several 
occasions, preachiog in the afternoon, resultiog lo 
two confessions. Both have been immersed and the 
table of the Lord set up in the district, and the work 
is going to be coolioued. We expect our evangelist 
to visit this and .other places after a while. Our 
hearts are cheered in every way, both in prospect of a 
good natural harvest, and the harvest the Lord has 
sent us in bis spiritual field . To God be the glory. 
E . Smith bas been elected sec., G. Spaulding resigning 
alter many years. Great compliments for his long 
and noble work. An Improvement class and week ­
night prayer-meeting have been slart<d.-W. R. C 
JARVIS. 

Victoria. 
LANCEFIELn . - Mission closed on Sund 

with large meeting. We have had an inspi ~y night 
riog thn 

and much good has been done lo the spiritu I e, 
. h b a Uplift. mg of the churc mem ers, aod much earnest . 

. S f eoqutry of the Scriptures. o ar we have only h d 
d b . a four 

come forward an o ey their Lord, aod one 
. restor. 

ation but the message so faithfully and fully d i' 
' e IVered 

by Bro. Swain will never be forgot ten here d • ao we 
look for more lat~r on. Had a social last eight and 
thanksgiving meetmg ; well atteoded .-R. GE.RAND 

Nov. 9. · 

M1LDURA.-The annual meeting of the church was 
held on the 3rd inst., and closed a year of very suc­
cessful work in this small district. The membershi 
is now 103, all in good standing, of which 14 ar~ 
Isolated . During the year 37 were added by laitb 
and baptism, and 5 by letter The losses were 
1 death aod 2 by revision of roll. We " thank God 
and take courage."- C A.F., Nov. 4. 

SouTH MELBOURNE.-Bro. McSolvin addressed the 
church very acceptably at 11, and at the close of 
Bro. · Stevens' address (" The Great Physiciao ") in 
the evening one young lady made the good confession. 
Band of Hope picnic to Heidelberg next Monday. 
See adv. for S.S . anniversary in Coming Events.- , 
s. NORTHEAST, Nov. 8 

SouTH YARRA.-The annual picnic of the church 
and S .S . took place at Rickett's Point on Nov. 2, and 
proved a very enjoyable outing. Last Lord's day 
Wm. Wilson exhorted the church, and also spoke in 
the evening, our evangelist being away at St. !{Ilda 
assisting in their anniversary. Amongst our visitors 
were Sister3 Ford (2), Brighton, SisterF Prior (2), and 
Bro. Noble, from the College, who came prepared to 
speak in the evening, but very kindly gave place to 
W. Wilson. We had a good gathering of the chil­
dren, teachers and friends in the afternoon. The 
scholars did their part very wel I. £1/6/7 was col­
lected for Foreign Missioos.-T.M., Nov. 8. 

CARLTON (Lygon-st.). - Nice meeting on Sunday 
morning. Four received into fellowship by hap· 
tlsm. Bro. Bagley gave a fine exhortation, the 
address being a heartfelt farewell message to the 
church . Bro. McLellan engaged in prayer, commend· 
Ing Bro. Bagley to the care of our beaveoly Father 
in bis new sphere of labor in the mission field. Large 
meeting at night, Bro Bagley again speaking. Two 
confessions. The Sunday School picnic was held 00 

Nov. 2 at Nth. Essendon, and proved to be the beSt 

we have bad for some years, the auecdance being 
good, and all present entering heartily in the games 
for the children's benefit.-J.McC. 

MEREDITH -Children's Day passed off splendidly. 
The scholars did admirably, contributing 11/-. 
Arraoging for tent mission early io January . C~sb 
and local promises to band, £17. We need a helping 
hand financially . This is our first appeal. Who 
will be the first to help us ? Donations small or 
great will be most thaokfully acknowledged.-A.McK' 
Nov. 8. 

CHELTl!NHAM.-Our S.S. anniversary bas been 
a splendid success. 38 alleoded the morning prayer 
meeting, whilst the chapel was full at II a.m ., when 
school visited the church at worship. At three 
o'clock E. Davis gave us an interesting address on 
"Candles," illustrating with a dc,zen lighted lumin· 
arles, Al 7 p.m. the S.S. building was packed with 
a vast concourse of people 10 hear the anniversary 
111rmon. Special singing was rendered all day under 
th, baton of G. Claytoo, with Sister Ida Judd at th8 
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orgnn. Bro. Penny as superioteodeot presided morn­
ing nnd afternoon, the evangelist being the speaker 
morolog and night. The lea was held on Wednesday, 
and was a pronounced success-three sittings for tea 
and oat even standing room for the demonstration. 
The children did excellently in their Items, being 
trained by Sisters l~a Judd, Ivy Woff, Mrs. Chap• 
man, and the evangelist. Many visitors were present 
from sister churches, including Brn. and Sister 
Maloney, from W .A. We are losing Cecil Judd by 
transfer to South Africa . God bless him.-T.B.F. 

WARRNAMBO0L.-Another decision last Tuesday, 
Classes throbbing with interest. Children's day ser­
vice yesterday, when young folks collected i6/2 ½, 
Magnificent attendance and undivided attention at 
our open-air service co Cannon Hill last night . 
Future prospects brighter than ever.-J . G. SHAIN, 
Nov. 8. 

BRUNSWICK -Half-yearly meeting held Thursday. 
Bro. Carl Peters was elected deacon viu Bro. Spicer 
resigned . Envelope system for the contributions 
adopted . Recognition was given to Mr. John Ur­
quhart's newspaper, The Bible lllvesligator and Enq11irer. 
Position of church very satisfactory. To-day W. A. 
Strongman, from Footscray, exhorted on "Sowing 
and Reaping." Bro. Quick preached the gospel; 
subject, "Morality and Christianity." One con­
fession. S .S . picnic at Ivanhoe on 15th. Visitors 
welcome.-W.T., Nov. 8, 

MORELAND.- Good meeting on Sunday morning, 
when Bro. Stevens exhorted the church. Io the 
afternoon we had an attendance 0£ about 70 scholars, 
parents and friends, when the school, under the 
leadership of W . Hunter, rendered very creditably 
the " Children's Day " Exercises. Tbe collection 
amounted to 13/6. 

MELBOURNE (Swanston•st.).- Last Lord's day 
morning amongst our visitors were Sister Miss 
Burford, from Gleoelg, S .A , and Sister Stevens, from 
Launceston. Bro. Gordon delivered the second 
sermon of a series on "Christ and the New Theology" 

-'' Was He Sinless ?" 
GEELONG,-Next Sunday we hnpe to commence 

the tent mission that we have been working and pray­
ing for during the past twelve months. We have 
secured a good position for the tent on the corner of 
Austin-st. and Latrobe Terrace. The mission has 
been well advertised, and while we have been working 
we have also been praying. For the past six weeks 
almost every night meetings of various kinds have 
been held to consider the best means to bring about a 
successful mission . The local members are In earnest 
and thoroughly aroused. Then: Is a great deal or 
religious unrest and dissatisfaction in certain q~arters. 
There was a great deal of interest aroused during the 
Nicholson-Heminger mission, These few tbl~gs 
with our Bro. Bagley as missioner and God 's bless10g 
promise a great deal of success. Breth ren, p~a~ for 
us. Geelong may be a town of churches, but It IS by 
no means God 's town. We wish to thank again those 
brethren who have assisted us, and to acknowledge an 

additional £5 from a brother. 

--0-

Qu.eensland. 
CHl&.DER&,-Seveo of the converts previously re-

• 1 t Lo d's day two being ported were received In as r • , . 
unable to be present. There was a good meeting 10 

the morning, but the weather hindered the gosp~ 
meeting at night A business meeting of the churc 
was held during. the week. 11. was foucd that k:he 
contributions were sufficient to cover the wor nr 

efxpens~ of the church {that is lighting etc.) since its 
ormation on Jun Tb ' . e 9, e members promised 21 / -

~er week towards church finance . The working 
. xpense~ were estimated at 5/· per week. The (ollow­
Ing motion was carried:-" Although not able to sup­
port an evangelist, the church is willing to contribute 
16/· per week towards Bro. Thompson's salary." 
Bro. Thompson decided to accept this.-R. H ., Nov. 2 . 

BooNAH. -The meetings yesterday were largely 
attended, especially at the night service. The chapel 
was fille~. A~ the worship meeting, Sister Gibbert 
was received mto fellowship by faith and obedience. 
Bro. Wilson , from Brisbane, also worshipped with 
us. Our anniversary services take place on the 14th 
inst., and we shall be pleased to see any visitors from 
sister churches. Last night five were baptised. One 
man had been a cripple from his birth . At the close 
of the service one man confessed his faith in Christ. 
We are sorry lo report that S. Green has met with a 
severe accident, but trn5t he will soon recover.­
W, UREN, Nov. I. 

ToowooMBA.-Excelleot meeting last Lord's day 
morning. Bro. Burgess exhorted. The gospel service 
in the evening had the usual large attendance, at 
which J. W . Parslow preached a forceful sermon. 
At the close there were two decisions, and the one 
that confessed the Lord's day previous was baptised. 
We are looking forward to great interest at a mission 
we commence on Nov. I for one week, at Newtown. 
J. W. Parslow is arranging special illustrated chart 
addresses.-LEWIS A. HOSKINS, Nov. I. 

ZILUIERB.-Lord's day, Oct. 31, we had Bro. Wal­
lace (Brisbane). He exhorted the church and ga,·e a 
splendid gospel address at night from Malt. 8: 27. 
We have a great drawback here, not being sufficient 
in numbers to keep an evangelist, for visiting is a 
great help. Our Brisbane brethren are a great help 
to us, and stand by us nobly.-J .B., Oct. 31. 

MARYB0RODGH. - The 15th anniversary of the 
~unday School was celebrated last Thursday evening 
in the Protestant Hall . The hall, which was suitably 
decora1ed, was full. The meeting took the form 0£ a 
social entertainment. A long programme of choruses, 
solos and recitations was gone through very creditably 
by scholars, teachers and friends. During the in­
ierval coffee, tea and refreshments were handed 
round. A large number of handsome prize books 
were distributed to deserving scholars. The scholars, 
arranged on a gallery, and under the leadership nf 
Sister A. Payne, sang three suitable choruses. Sister 
.M. Sdler presided at the organ. The choir sang the 
anthems "Praise the Lord," "Trust in. the Lo_rd,'• 
and "r was Glad." E. T . Ball, evangelist, presided 
over the meeting, and was supported by the super­
intendent and elder, w. s. Stiler, sear., aad W._ Smith, 
elder. An appeal was made to parents and friends to 
help forward the work. A vote of thanks to alt 
workers brought the meeting to a close.-E. T B • 

Nov. I. 
---0--

-South Australia. 
NoRW00D, - Good meetings yesterday; interest 

well sustained. One confession-a young man-at 
gospd servke. Looking forward to Su~day School 
anniversary on the 14th and 15th. Decided to :o~­
mence a gospel mission on the 21st, Bro. Gnfli .h 

mlssioner.-G.H.J., Nov. 1· 
PoRT PIRIB. - On the evening of Lord's day, 

Oct. 24, a memorial service to our late Sister Morrow 
was conducted by Bro. Garnett .. The chapel was 
well filled with an audience which lostened very atten• 
tlvely to our brother's able address. At the close the 

eldest daughter al our late Sister Morrow made the 
goo:! confession. On the 31st , two scholars from the 
Sunday School came forward, and we hope to see 
more in the near future.-W.T.M. 

PoRT GBRMEIM. - We are pleased to report one 
confession since our last report; also a good meeting 
to.day, when we were pleased to have with us for 
worship three brethren and two sisters from Booleroo 
Centre, a distance ol twenty-four miles from here, 
which is proof of their interest in the Lord's work, and 
we are looking forward 10 the cause starting there in 
the near future. \Ve were also pleased to have 
Bren. Morrow and Wilcox, from Port Pirie ; the 
latter addressed the churcb.-J . H. HALL, Oct. 31 . 

GooLwA. - Our S S. aoniversacy W.lS held on 
Sunday, Oct. 24, and passed off scccess!ully. I. A. 
Paternoster, from Hindmarsh, was with us, and con­
ducted the services to fine audiences . The picnic 
was held in J Gordon's paddJck, the general opinion 
being that it was the most successful that has been 
held The Y.P.S.C E. held their first quarterly social 
on Oct. 15, 100 Endeavorers and their friends being 
present. Great interest is being taken in the society 
by the young peopte.-J T., Nov. I 

STIRLISG EAST ASn ALDGATE VALLEY. -The 
mission at S1irling East is still progressing. Good 
meetings and attendances duriog the week. Great 
interest aroused . Question box used freely. Sunday 
evening chapel building packed, Bro. Wiltshire speak­
ing forcefully, his subject bdog ·· The Scarlet Thread." 
At the close o! the address (oar made the good coo­
fession, all S S. scholars -A.G.R., Nov. 8. 

KADIS A -Lord's day evening, Oct. 31, Bro. Kill­
mire gave his first gospel address. He is doing a 
splendid work for the Lord at Wallaroo. The writer 
paid his usual visit 10 Bews last month, and had nice 
meetings I .ast Wednesday evening thirteen of us 
held our first open-air meeting in Jerusalem. We 
ha:i a nice crowd of earnest listeners. Those who 
held this meeting were young converts. Thursday 
evening three persons were baptised. To-day fi,e 
were received into fellowship. Ooe, Miss Nellie 
Dealy, was baptised by Bro. Thomas at Grote-st 
To-night we had another good meeting At the clo ,e 
a£ the address another married woman made the good 
confesslon.-E G. WARRBN, Nov. 7-

NoRTH ADELAIDE -Lord's day, Nov. 7, Sister ~!rs. 
Vick was welcomed ioio the church by letter from 
Grote-st . In the a£teraoon the ,xercises for" Child­
ren's Day" weae well carried out by the scholars, and 
the collectioo realised £1/8/3.-V BT., No\' S. 

MILE E:<o.-Meetings somewh1t smaller yester­
day 00 account of the heat. At the e,·ening service 
there were 1hree confessions. The lad who came 
forward 1be predou, Sunday was baptised.-R H., 

~~L . 
HINDMARSH - On Sunday, Nov. 30, P . Pittman 

addre;sed the church. Two previously Immersed 
received the right haod of fellowship. At 6.30 I. A. 
Paternoster gave a good address. Good attendance 
at both services. \Ve regret to report the removal by 
death of three of our members-Sister Richardson 
sen., Sister Swaosbury, sen' and Siste~ Burford. On 
Nov. 2 the quarterly business meeung was held . 
Treasurer J. Brooker reported 1ha'. .the finances of 
the church were le a healthy cond1t1on. The ques­
tion of better ventilation was discus~ed. It w~ 

decided to instal electric fans and submtutc electric 
light £or gas, to cost between £40 and £50. G Roberts 
Is now the agent for the CHRISTIA:<, as Bro. Nott bas 
removed to the country. \Ve trust that the new 
agent will be nble to considerably increJse the s:ile of 

Co11 ti1111ed 011 page 662. 
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~ Through Fire and • ~ ~ Water. 
~ BY ALAN PRICE. • 

Co11ti11ued. 
Bert had nothing to say, for he realised the 

truth of his father's remarks. 
Just then Dora came in with a baking of 

bread. 
"This is our last,'' said she. " The sack of 

flour we have watched so carefully has fallen 
a prey to the rats. As I put my hand in to get 
some flour, it sank in suddenly, and then I found 
that rats had got in at the back and tunnelled 
out the bottom." 

At this news the old man's heart sank. 
" Vv e must go, Dora," said he. "Bert, get the 

old horse ready in the morning. vVe cannot wait 
longer. We'll make for the coast." 

Bert was not sorry at the prospect of a change 
and replied, "Anything is better than staying 
here, but I think we should hang up a notice 
to say where we are going, in case the others 
return." 

"Very well,'' said the old man. "Our first 
stage will be Jambunda, where we are sure to 
be able to borrow provisions from the Smiths." 

So the old man carefully wrote out on calico 
in large type, in two lines, "Left for Jambunda 
by the Old Cow Crossing. Jan. 17." 

"There," he said, "we'll nail ;t to the window­
sill on the verandah. Wind and weather will 
not de.stroy that." 

The others busied themselves gathering to­
gether the most valuable of their movables, and 
packing up what few eatables remained, prepara­
tory to the long and perilous journey. Perilous, 
because the country-side was almost deserted, 
and the stages must be Jong. 

X ext morning they were early astir, the lean 
old mare was soon yoked up and a start was 
made, not, however, before the notice was care­
fully nailed to the window-sill. 

They were not gone Jong before the pet mag­
pie, finding himself deserted, perched upon the 
window-sill and peered in. Seeing nobody, he 
turned dolefully round and whistled his only 
tune, "There is nae luck aboot the hoose, there 
is nae luck ava." Then he ruffled his feathers 
and collapsed into reverie. Soon the flapping 
calico attracted his attention, and sidling over, 
he began to pull. The pastime was pleasant, so 
he continued pecking, and in a very short time 
both "J ambunda" and "the Old Cow Crossing" 
had disappeared. All that remained was the 
word "left." The work now became somewhat 
monotonous, so he left it. 

In the meantime the wanderers had got well 
on their way out into the open country, miles 
of parched land on all sides, not a shrub within 
sight. Slowly the old nag labored on up the 
incline. 

Bert jumped down to relieve her, then Dora 
but still the horse gasped and strained. ' 

At last the old man himself got off and bat­
tled bravely on. But his little strength soon 

gave out, and he staggered. Bert and Dora 
caught him, and helped him forward. Then the 
mare herself was done up. She stopped short. 
Whip or command or coaxing would not move 
her. 

"No good, my children," said the fath er. "Let 
us rest, and then if possible return to the old 
home. Throw out the luggage. Vvhat good is 
it to us? If we stay here with it, we perish." 

Then he lay down at the shady side of the 
cart while his children unharnessed the mare 
to give her a rest. 

Next day they took out the two remammg 
loaves, shared one among themselves, and gave 
the other to the horse. The water-bag was then 
lifted down. Each took a long draught, and 
the balance of the precious fluid was given to 
their dumb partner. 

After an hour's rest they harnessed up once 
more, and throwing out the heaviest articles, be­
gan to retrace their steps. 

The horse, relieved of the heaviest · part of 
her burden, and travelling down hill, was able 
to make fair progress, while the old man sat on 
top and drove. 

And now the night was closing in. Only one 
hill remained to be climbed. Could they do it? 
Not without more sacrifice. A precious box 
must be thr~wn over, but as no human beings, 
honest or dishonest, were about, the risk was 
small. That box the old father would not part 
with until he had reached his lean arm into it 
and brought out therefrom the little cap that 
remained as the solitary relic of his long­
mourned-for John. 

The horse, now relieved of further weight 
was able to make another mile, but hunger and 
thirst again prevailed, and a halt became neces­
sary. 

" One mile more, and then the slip-rails," said 
Bert. 

" Only a mile,'' said the old man. "I can walk 
it. If I die I must ; let me die in the old home." 

They helped him down, and unharnessing the 
horse, let her go. 

So they started once more, the father in the 
centre, supported by his children, and the horse 
unbidden, bringing up the rear. The moon had 
now risen, and in the distance they conld see the 
old white roof. 

Vv' earily they plodded along, and reaching the 
slip-rails, paused for breath. 

In a few very long minutes the father was 
lifte~ on to the verandah, and Bert slipped the 
key mto the lock to open the door. But the door 
caved in, and a blaze of light revealed his bro­
thers seated at supper. 

"Father, they are here," he cried; "we arc 
saved." 

Soon the old father was lifted by many stron 
hands, placed in the ol~ arm-chair, and was gaz~ 
ing into the faces of his sons. It is needless to 

add his joy was great, but greater 
\Visely the brothers kept back 1tas lo co111e. 
their father's tired frame was one ic ucSl un1i1 

c more and fed. res1cq 
Then they told him the story of ti • 

IClr j 
and the great discovery of the Jost br ti ournty 

• 0 lCr f 
of the plenty that awaited them. 011nd, 

Their father could not realise the tr ti 
d ·1 Rb u i of u . wor s unt1 o ert produced the Testa 1eir 

his pocket and thus dispersed th e clo:tsntofr~,11 
credulity from the old man's mind. f 111· 

" This, father, is his T estament as yo k 
"d h " I . . ' II now ,, sai e. t was In s gmde and has I ' 

ours." • . >econ1c 

Then they went on lo tell of their shallle 1 . 
I . f . , t 1e1r 

repentance, l 1c1r org1veness from God 
craved the pardon of their father. ' aod 

" You have it, my sons. I would go thr 1 
11 . "f f I oug I 

a agam'. 1 , neces~ary, or t 1c results that have 
come of 1t. fher e 1s no room fo r a harsh thou •hi 
. I . I f . g 
111 t 11s _1Gart o 111111 c , as my cup is running over. 
One thmg only I should like to know- how is 
it you did not think of coming after me to the 
crossing ? Did you not sec the sign ? 

"As to that," said Sandy, " we only arri1·ed at 
dusk. \•Ve found the sign, but it gave 11 s 110 

clue." 
Going out to th e vera ndah, he plucke1I dow11 

the calico rag, and bringing it to his father, 
showed him the mysterious message it conlaincd. 

" That mischievious bird must have clone it," 
said the father, "and yet God's providence was 
in it, for, now that I think of it , we returned by 
the old track, and you would certainly hav,· 
missed us had you gone in search." 

As all were very ti red, little was said about 
future plans, but it was agreed that the hcsl 
course was to accept t·he invitation of Mr. Har­
row, to come over to his place. 

Early to bed, the young people were early 
astir next morning. 

Their father was left to rest his weary limbs 
and enjoy to the foll th e anticipation of reunion 
with his long-lost hoy. 

CHAPTER XII . 

The old mare was found to he none the wor5c 
for her journey, and having joined the '.'11_1l'r 
horses during the night , sh l! had quite sat1shcil 
her ravenous appetit e. It was therefo re thuughl 
that with a good day's rest she woulcl he Iii fnr 
making a start next day. . 

Bert went back over the road with one of 111 ' 
brother's horses to the cart and picked 11P thc 
luggage dropped the evening before. 

Dora lielped herself to the stores her brother~ 
had brought, and soon had a tempting row 0 

loaves and cakes arranged along the shelf ... 
Robert and Sandy went round the farm, fil;1ng 

up fences, straightening up dams and drains, 50 

that any rain falling might be conserved. 
The few cows left and the sheep were Jet run 

anywhere they willed. 
By next morning all were ready to start. . 
~he old mare was loaded as lightly as possible, 

until she should pick up her strength. 
. Careful arrangements had heen made with v:ir· 

J I ·1r-1011s sc cctors on the route, and w}l('rc sur 1 • 
11 rangcments could not be made fodder had bee 

swung from the trees at the ;arious stages. 
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The journey was made without accident of 
any kind, and all a rrived in excellent health and 
,piri t, al th~ir destination. 

I t was just fourteen days after the start that 
Asena, taking her turn at the look-out, spied the 
travellers coming across the plain. 

As a signal for all, a flag and staff had been 
improvised. 

A tall sapling on the hill, just behind the 
house, had been stripped of its branches. A pul­
ley and cord were also attached, and a red table­
cloth kept iii readiness. 

To this spot she hurried, and fastening the 
cloth, ran it up with all speed. 

The signal was seen for miles, tools were 
dropped and horses clattered in from all direc­
tions . 

By this time the travellers appeared at the 
paddock gate, the whole establishment was mus­
tered, and John had rushed forward to meet his 
father. 

In less time than it takes to tell, they were 
locked in each others' arms and the burden of 
seven weary years was off the old man's heart. 

It took some time for the melee that now oc­
curred to come to an end. No introductions 
were necessa ry, and everybody was known by his 
o r her Christian name. Even Mr. Harrow and 
Mr. Macpherson were Patrick and James to each 
other. 

vVhat a lot there was to tell, and too many to 
tell it at once. Facts were at last pieced together 
a nd a ll rejoiced in the providential manner in 
which events had been over-ruled. 

A whole week passed before any one thought 
o f suggesting plans. The two old men then put 
their heads together and decided that, much as 
they loved each other, they must sooner or later 
separate for the sake of the young people and 
the farms. Two young people also put their 
heads together, and decided that they loved each 
other too much to separate for long. Then John 
with many regrets offered his resignation to Mr. 
Harrow and volunteered to return to Mooroona 
lo commence the battle against the drought. 

" Mr. Harrow," said he, "there is one gift I 
ask, more precious to me than al! else, and very 
precious to you. Asena is the gift I beg from 
vo u and her mother." 
· '' Your request," said Mr. Harrow, "is one I 
would refuse to any other man, and although 
the wrench will be great, we give her _to you 
not as th e reward o f your faithful serv1ct•, but 
nu t of perso nal regard and esteem for y~ur~clfj 
In other ways we will reward your services. 
have kept a careful estimate of your ~hare of 

• I b ougl1t to this homt·, the prosperity yo u 1ave r " 
and will sec that you get your clue. 

So it was settled that John should go ~ack 
with his brothers while his old fa ther _rcmamed 
with Dora at the }farrows until matters unproved: 

. being made gentle Just as preparations were . • , 
. d I itry side q111cklv rams began to fall an t 1e com · 

b J I th •refore, set out assumed its grcc 11 gar . 0 111, c f 
in good heart, taking with him quite a troop 0 

hnrsc,, cattk a11cl implement s. . . . 
. I . b tl •rs 111 due cour,c al 11 c arriv(•cl with us ro Jc 1 , 

k I I oblcm before 11111 :\l ooroona, am! attac ·ct I 1c pr 

with \'igor. . , than an· 
The homestead was III a bdlc:r Slat_c . ti . t 

· I d f· lien carhcr 111 lol 
1 icipatcd, as th<· ram 1a •1 d' . 
district . Cows and sheep had put_ on con 

1110.1'. ' 
and a few l;unbs had made their appearance. 

The ouly appar t I • • f en ass was the magpie which 

1 
or want of something better to do, h~d swal'. 
owed a knucklcbone and succumbed. 

John eStablished a thorough system of farming 
~nd was not long in getting hi s urolhers to u11-
.e~stand his methods. In the first place, he an­

~c•patcd the weather. Always prepared for a 
I"( spell, he took advantage of every drop of 

ram that fell. He ploughed th..: surface to pre­
vent ev~poration and packed the subsoil to stop 
pcrcolallon. He had the daily papers regularly 
posted to the nearest point of call, whence Bert 
as regularly carried them. Where the weather 
chart showed a low pressure area advancing 
from the west, he harrowed what was ploughed 
and put in a crop in expectatioa of rain. Al­
though not always correct in his anticipations, 
he generally managed to have a new crop of some 
kind ready for the rain when it ar rived. If the 
chart revealed a high pressure area, he kept on 
ploughing and cultivating. 

He tickled the earth and she , miled, nay, burst 
out laughing and ga,•e him all he asked, even 
under drought conditions. 

At length Bert himself admitted that nature 
was the work of a beneficent God. 

But we need not follow . our friends much 
further. 

In the course of tweln: months the aspect of 
the place was completely changed. 

John went to fetch his father and sister, bade 
farewell to his newly-made father-in-law, and 
brought to Mooroona the " buxom girl " that r~­
ceived him as a ragged wanderer into her father' s 
home. 

As to Murran, he came over as an ~scort, and 
then bidding farewell lo all, .went back to th<· 
bush to search out his old friends there and tell 
them of the Christ he had found. 

He frequently called al both homesteads an•l 
told of his successes in leading his fellows to 
a knowledge of the way of salvation. 

Tise E,rd. 

Books, Stationery 
and Fancy Goods. 

New Books.,,, 
& Magazines 

By Mail Steamer 
Bury Weck 

@ 
Mechanics' Institutes a.ad 
Libraries supplied 
.... at Lowest Rate■ ..... 

Bohool and College 
Book■ a. Statloner7 

BIBLBB 
1111d 

BYIIN 
BOOKS, 

f M. L. Hutchinson, 
I OLlBOOW BOOK WI.REBOUBB, 

l aoa-ao1 LITT LB coLLINB-BT., MELBOURN~ 

W. O0N1\HAY. 
181-183 

Oolllnn St., 
Uclbourno. 

Sigh1 Testing 
Prl!t:. 

DEHFNESS 
HEAD NOISES. 

, The Mlllaom System (By Royal Letters Patent) 
IS a thoroughly rehable remedy. No expensive 
operations or -~e:cb~nical contriv~nce9 necessary. 
For sworn teshmon1als and particulars, write to 
h!R, T. C. MILLSOM, 67 Octavio. St., St Klldo. · 
Y!etoria. _If, happily. you_ are out affiicted yo~ 
w,11 be doing a good action by mentioning the 
ibove to anyone who, uofortnoately, is. 

STRAW and PANAMA HATS 
:{) ,t ,-.;:;r..... CLll~"l!\f~ UJ.L YO 

jj id,_.ft.}/(f ~~ ~ Two for 
(t,Ek'¥'.;_:;.0\ SIX ?IEi\JCE 
~:i!!)/ Done _in a few 

mmutes. 
Does not Alter Shape or Harden 

the Straw, Dries Quickly. 

ST~~:n~~;:d 1inj~~ro~; !itC!t};~e;:.ta:o\~!~11,i~! f ~~ 
ntw 111 • feW' mluatu. 1·ho a:.ntT bc.:oc111 ~ i¥h t a::d (rc'-"i, 
1101. da11 &%ld 1, llow •• w!th cth tr elo.o..., r•. !-lm pl • aort c.111 ; 
acblldcanct : it. Failure 1m po&11h le. ~iz Ptr.: " ~ r Pa: .-ct. 
1Scnn Pecc• po•tl'd1,, ,..., P.uhu f .. r On• Sl'\llllnir 1• tt4d 
t.o any ai\i!l'\'.u. NotA! orefullJ , aJ th l, .e.d , c1tl&.0ClCllt Cl.IT 
no tappcua;:-a ln. ObtAlMblo a ~l:r fro:n 

The Union lilfg. & Agency Co,, 
299 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne. 

Church of Christ, Sandringham, Yio. 
New Library, Abbott-st. Worship, u .15 am: 

Bible School, p.m.; Gospel Meetio~ at 7 pm., con­
ducted by F. M. Ludbrook .. Brelbreo spending 
bolida)'s in neighborhood specially welcomed. 

When Ylaltlng N S.W. 
Do not forget to ,·isi t Katoomba. l3luc :'.lounta:n<. 

"Hurls1oo,'' Mrs. J Thompson Ter m< , 2j/· 10 30/• 
per week Near Siehts. 

Be Y'S 
When you RY'S 

Drink FRY'S 
When Requiring a Change of Air 

It can be had by going to Mrs . Gri !f. t~s, Mount 
Logan, Katoomba-st., Katoomba, N.S.W. 

Terms moderate. 

S h 1 9 c recr~ s Pov.diice. 
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Froni the Field-co11ti1'.11ed. 

tbc paper amongst our members . . On Nov. 7. the 
Sund3 y School commenced the anniversary services. 
J. Fischer, tbe Conference President, add_rcsscd !be 
church. At 2 30 T . \V. Cole gi,,e a very interesting 
address to the children, and at 6 30 I. A. Paternoster 
took the service. Crowded attendances. - J. W. 
SNOOK. 

LocBIEL. - Held a very successful semi-jubilee 
annh·ersary and tea-meeting on Oct. 24 and 25. 
R. J. Clow exhorted the church and addressed good 
audiences in the afternoon and evening. On the 
Monday the tea took place. The weather was all 
that could be desired, and people came from miles 
around. and it proved to be one of the best teas we 
ever held. Tbe public meeting was held in the even­
ing. A. L . Greensbields occupied the chair, and 
addresses were given by the chairman and R. J. Clow, 
which were much appreciated. Anthems were also 
rendered by tbe choir, after which supper took place. 
-W. A. GREENSHIBLDS, Nov. 5. 

QDEENSTow:,;.-Wednesday, Oct. 27, the quarterly 
business meeting was held, W. C. Brooker in the 
chair; large attendance or members. Reports of 
a most encouraging nature as to the church work 
were received, after which a pleasant hour was spent 
socially at the invitation of the sisters connected with 
the Dorcas Society. Lord's day, Nov. 7, uotwitb­
staudiug tbe bot weather, the attendance at breaking 
of bread was large. \V. C. Brooker spoke from Acts 
12: 22, making au earnest appeal . A young woman 
confessed Christ.-A.P.B, Nov. 7. 

-0---

w est Australia. 
SUBIACO.-Last Lord's day we bad good meetings. 

Splendid Bible School and adult class. H . J. Banks 
preached to a good audience at night, and one con­
fessed C~rist. We are sorry to report the death or 
one or the foundation members or the church here, 
J. Duncan Campbell, who passed away last night. 
He was for some time treasurer of tbe church. His 
life bas been a u~efol one in the church of Jesus 
Christ. Our sympathy goes out to his loved ones left 
behind.-A.W.M., Nov. 2. 

-0---

New South Wales. 
BROKEN HtLL.-Attendance small last Lord's day 

morning on account of rough weather. Our evening 
service was well attended, and a deep spiritual in­
fluence was felt. At the close of Bro. Tuck's address 
six young men came forward and confessed Christ. 
We sympathise with our Bro. and Sister Stanley, 
who have been called to part with their brother after 
a few days' illness. May the Lord comfort them in 
their sorrow.-R. HousE, Nov. 6. 

Here (I), There. 
----0-

Deci~ions reported in this issue, 39 

One confession at Castlemaine, Vic., on Sunday 
night. 

C. A. Faulkner is now secretary of the church at 
Mlldura, Vic. 

One young man Lonfosscd Christ on Sunday night 
at Gordon, Vk. 

The mission at Lancefield, Vic., conducte~- by H. 
Swain closed ou Sunday night with five addtttons . 

' d" h \Ve have received for the "Davey Fun t e 
following amounts:-" Christian," Ultima, £4; Col­
lected by S J. Cowley, Doncaster, £2/10/-; Church, 

Taradale, £1. 
H. G. Harward bas commenced a correspondenc~ 

class on "The Preparation and Delivery of Sermons 
Text-book, Broadus, purchased at Austral Co., 8/6. 
Fee, £ r for course. 

The opening services in connection with t~e church 
at Middle Park (Vic.) have been delayed owing to ~be 
requirements or the Board of Health. For alteration 
of dates see " Coming Events." 

A. G. Green, who bas been visiting Childers, 
Queensland, speaks very highly of it as a_ good_ and 
profitable field for evangelistic work, and 1s dest~ous 
that the brotherhood should assist it as far as possible. 

G . T. Walden telegraphs :-" Children's Day offer­
ings - Enmore, £23/8/6; Paddington, £.1/11/6 ; 
Erskineville, £3/11/-; Marrickville, [3/8/5; Peter­
sham, £2/17/4; Mosman, £2/13/9; Hurstvllle, £r/8/-; 
Killabakh, Manning River, r4/3 ." 

C. L. Thurgood bas sent us 18 posters connected 
with the Centennial Celebrations. There is a good 
view of Pittsburg, and letterpress regarding the 
Convention. Any church in Melbourne and suburbs 
can have one on applying at this office. 

From the Chrislia11 Evaugelist we learn that B. W. 
Huntsman (son of B. W. Huntsman, of the Sw~nston­
sl. church, Melbourne) has taken up w1Jrk with the 
church at Paynesville, Ohio, U.S A. All his friends 
here will wish him much joy in his n~w field of labor. 

From the same source we are informed that 
Horace Kingsbury (formerly of Sydney) has resigned 
the work at Harrodsburg, Kentucky, and .will return 
to his home in Anstralia, where he h~s been offered 
an engagement with one of the leading churches. 

At the meeting or the Victorian Sisters' ConferencP 
Executive, very cordial thanks were expre,sed to 
Madame McClelland, Mr. and Mrs. Horton, Miss L. 
Kemp, Mrs. Roy Thompson, and the Male Choir, fvr 
their kindness in singing at the Home Mission Rally . 

The first inst~lment of Mr. Seamer·s statement in 
regard to the " Methodist View of Baptism " appears 
in this issue. It will be followed by another, in 
which he will deal with the question or "Infant 
Baptism." When he bas finished we will review bis 
statement. 

S S. Union, Vic., ninth half-yearly demonstration 
will be held in the Christian Chapel, Lygon-st ,' on 
Wednesday, December 1, at 8 p.m. Good programme 
arranged. Tickets obtainable from all secretaries and 
delegates of city and suburban schools. Reserve tbis 
date.- J. Y. POTTS. 

The first annual picnic of the North Melbourne 
Free Kindergarten will be held at Brighton Beach 
on Friday, Nov. 19. Church members and friends 
are cordially invited to attend. It will be a basket 
picnic, and each visitor is requested to provide extra 
for one child, In suitable food. Come, and give the 
children a happy day.-A.D.A. 

The N.S.W . Home Mission annual collection will 
l:e taken on Lord's day, Dec. 5. The standard for 
this Centennial year bas been set at £200, that tbe 
overdraft might be wiped out and the beginning of 
the second century of the Restoration movement 
carked by a decided advance in the work of the Lord. 
Last year the offering was £141. 

The Victorian General Dorcas Y.ill meet on Thurs­
day, Nov. 19 (the last time Ibis year), In the lecture 

ball, Swanston-st. · The committee would b 
know of auy church members who e glad to 

Ch . .f would b 
better of 3 nstmas gt I. Please send e lbe 
particulars, which will be treated "·ith Dallies ao4 

. H I Bl h · ~lrlct fidence, to Miss 1 
• en c1m -st. Bilhclava . . C-On. 

We bear that W . S . Houchins, for so . 
. . h rne hrne evangelist In Australia, as accepted an ap . ao 

in connection with the church at Wilmlngtt:'~rnent 
The buildiog in which he is to prracb has.' S.I\. 

d . "d b Just been erected, an 1s sat to e " a handsome structure 
credit and an ornament to the town." We 'a 

. are glad 
to bear about our old friend, and trust he .

11 
bl . d . b" WI be abundaotly esse m ts new sphere or labor. 

J. G . Tingate, who f~r nice years past bas con. 
ducted the Enmore choir, has recently relinquished 
the work aod moved away to North Sydney. 1 
recogm11on of his valued services a complimecta n 
social was held in bis honor on Wednesday evecio; 
Nov. 3 at Eomore Tabernacle, a. good programme of 
songs and recitations beiog arranged. During the 
eveoing the chairman, James Henter, on bebaH or tbe 
church, presented Bro. Tingate with a gold watcb, 
which wa, suitably acknowledged by the recipient. 

The Christia11-Eva11gelist makes a special note or the 
Australian brethren who will l::e attending the Ceo­
teooial celebrations at Pittsburg. It is headed, 
"Australians Coming." "These brethren," it sai s, 
'' would be glad to meet a large number of Australians 
now in America, and Bro . Ewers suggests tbat some 
time during the Convection a re -uoion or Australiao­
Americans and Americao -Australiaos should be held, 
and that someone near the spot - say C L . Thurgood 
- should take the matter in hand ." We rather 
imagine C . L. Thurgood will jump at the idea. We 
are only sorry we are not io it. 

It scarcely seems credible to persons who ;ire 
not m ore tha n middle-aged that till t8io no 
Bible in a modern language was allowed to _ht 
brought into Rome ; and there arc many stone, 
of tourists having their Bibles taken from them. 
But since that year of emancipation there ha\'c 
grown up in the sacred city thirteen or fourt_ecn 
church buildings, three English Episcopah~n, 
unc Presbyterian, two Methooist, four Baptt5I, 

o ne_ Waldensian, one German Lutheran, and one 
of the "Free Italian Church." 

An American teacher was employed in Japan 
on the understanding that during school hour~ 
he should not utter a word on the subject 0 

Christianity. The engagement was faithf~lly 
kept, and he lived before his students the Chnstj 
life, but never spoke of it to them. Not a ,~or\ 
was said to influence the young men conunitlc• 
to his care. But so beautiful was his charactc

1
·r, 

f t of t IC and so blameless his example, that or Y I 
students, unknown to him, met in a grove ;HI'. 

signed a secret covenant to abandon ido!at_r) • 
Twenty-five of them entered the Kioto ChnSt1ai: 
training school, and some of them arc 110 11 

preaching the gospel which their teacher has 111
'.: 

consciously commended. Christ's gospel re 
ceived its corroboration in its fruitagc. 

The third annual demonstration of the Colleg~ 
of the Bible was held in the Lygon-st. chapc 
on Tuesday evening, Nov. 9. F . G. Dunn pre­
sided over a large and appreciative andicnc~­
Thc Male Glee Party, under Nat Haddo,r, rcJI· 
tiered several pleasing selections and the stu-
d ' . , J-1 

cnts items were of an excellent character. · 
Vt/. Cnst recited "Absalom." The di:ilogue, "BrU· 
tus and Cassius," was given by E. Davis and ,y. 
Gale, allll J. I. Mu<lford delivered an address, 111 
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which he em~hasiscd the demand for Christian 
chara_ctcr, ,.i:mty and heroism. A debate on the 
question, . [hat the . Day_light Savings Bill, in­
troduced into the Victorian Parliament, should 
be enforced throughout Australia," had as. affirm­
a nts M. Bell and E. Shipway, while H. Noble 
and G. Black negatived. The judges awarded 
points as follow ~ :- Affirmative, _263; negative, 
2 19. The collect ion to purchase books for the 
College library amounted to £5. A feature of 
the evening was the presentation of the first 
diploma g ranted by the College, and the Prin­
cipal, Bro. Harward, referred to it as a most 
important event in our Australian history. J. J. 
illud ford, the recipient, shortly takes up evan­
gelistic work with the church at Brisbane, Qld., 
and we wish him all success in his labors. It 
was s tated that the new College premises at 
Glen Iris would be ready for occupancy at the 
~ommenccment of the College year. 'vVe trust 
that all the s tudents will be benefited by the vaca­
tion, and resume their studies with renewed vigor. 

Books Worth Having. 

STUDIES IN THE EPISTLE 
HEBREWS. 

TO THE 

l:ly J. B. Rotherham. Sold by Austral Publish­
ing Coy. 2/-; posted, 2/6. 

The aim o f the author of thi s book is, not to 
give u~ a continuous exeget ical commentary on 
the lexl of the letter to the Hebrews, but to sup­
ply us with a series o f studies that will help our 
genera l understanding of the Epistle, enable us 
to sec the true beauty and grandeur of the themes 
with which it deals, and thus to stimulate our 
desire for a more reverential and detailed study 
uf thi s unique portion of our New Testament. 
The nature of these studies can be surmised from 
the subjects presented in the table of contents, a 
few o f which we give as typical :- "The Stand­
point of the Epistle" ; " Not Messengers, but 
Men" ; " The Danger of Dulness in Divine Learn­
ing and Life" , " Melchizedek in History, Song 
and Argument"; " The Many OITcrings Abolished 
by the One Sin Offering": " Run the Race: Ac­
cept the Discipline; Sinai and Zion." The very 
announcement of such topics is an invitation to 
a study of the book. The studies , arc base~ in 
the main on the text of the authors Emphasised 
Version of the New Testament, a work which is 
growing in popularity, and which, in conjunc_tion 
with the Emphasised Old Testament, has_ b"lven 
Mr. Rotherham an international · reputation as 
a translato r. Naturally the translator, who 
must necessarily have a profound knowle~gc 
o f the original languages in which the Bible 
was written has a decideJ advantage as 

' · bl t de-an exegete, inasmuch as he ,s . a c . 0 

tcct shades of thought and mcamng winch_ arc 
not obvious to the ordinary reader. Our gift~d 
author has made fine use of this advantage 111 
his treatment o f these "Studies." C~nfcssed!y 
there arc some special difficulties mectmg us 111 

d · th . natter of these 
11ur study of Hebrews, an 111 e 1 . 

. • • 1 1 ·I <ls no small 11lu-<hfficultics ,\Ir. Rot 1cr 1am s 1e " . ,. 
. . . d these Studies m111at1on. No one c,tn rea . . 
• • • 1 • I ·ndid contrihut,on without find111g 111 t 1cm ,t sp c . 

BIRTHS. THE CHRISTIAN MINISTER'S MANUAL 

St._ ½>uis Publishing Coy. Sold by Austral 
Pubhshmg Coy. Price, 3/-; by post, 3/6. 

In th is little book we have a fine compendium 
of practical helps and suggestions for all who 
~re cngag~d in church work in an official capac­
ity-especially for Evangelists, Elders and Dea­
cons. It presents a brief but clear statement of 
the duties pertaining to these offices, as well as 
much valuable counsel as to how these duties 
should be discharged. It tenders much advice 
on the efficient organisation or a church; the 
prop:r conduct of Lord's day meetings, prayer 
meetmgs, business meetings, ollicial meetings ; 
the management of church difficulties · the ad­
ministration of baptism; the obscrvan~e of the 
Lord's Supper; the benediction, etc. It also con­
tains forms for the solcmnisatio1i of matrimony 
and the burial of the dead, outlines for funeral 
addresses, appropriate selections of Scripture for 
the sick room, etc. The aim of the book is to 
secure decency, order and efficiency in all church 
work. While preachers and Christian workers 
should avoid as far as possible all fixed and 
ster,eotypcd forms of service, there can be no 
doubt that a book like this supplies "a practical 
want in a practical way," and no preacher or 
church officer should be without it or one of 
similar purpose and value. 

EDWARDS (nte Macallister) . -On Nov. 5, to Mr. 
and Mrs. Tbeodore Edwards, Geclong, lwin daughters. 
All doing well. 

IN MEMORIAM. 
Kusos .-In loving memory of Mary. dearly loved 

daugbttr of John and Alice Kelson, who went borne 
Nov. 2, 1908. 

Only a step removed, 
And that step into bliss; 

Oar own, our dearly loved, 
Whom here on earth we miss. 

Only a step removed, 
We soon again shall meet 

Our own, our dearly loved, 
Around the Saviour's feet . 

-Inserted by her loving rarents, sisters and bro1bers. 

Coming Events. 

NOVEMBER 18,-Musical Societv's Rehearsal, 
Lygon-st. chapel. Full attendance requested. Busi­
ness important. 

NOVEMBER 21, 2\1 &: DE0.1.-Middle Park, open­
ing of new church buildiog, Bro. Harward to speak. 
Afternoon, ser, ice of song (" Jessica's First Prayer"), 
by the Sunday School chi\dren. Tea and pu~lic 
meeting on Wednesday evemng, the 24th, and child­
ren's demonstration Wednesday evening Dec. I. 

NOVEMBER 21, 24, 28 &: DECEMBER 2.­
Dorcas-st ., South Melbourne, Church of Christ 26th 
S S . Anniversary. Nov . 21, Worship, at II a.m. 
Special Address to children at 3 p m. by _T B. Fischer. 
Gospel service at 7 p.m., by C. A. Quick. Nov. 24, 
Grand Demonstration. Dialogues, recitations. solos, 
etc. Nov. 28, Worship, at II a .m. Special Ad_dress 
to children at 3 p.m. by H. Swain. Gospel service. at 

7 p.m. by S. Stevens. Dec. 2, Monster Tea Meetrng 
at 6 pm. Adults, r/-; Children. 9d Grand o,mon­
stration and Distribution of Prizes at 8 pm. C M. 
Gordon, chairman. Special slnein~ by tb_e children 
at both Sunday afternoon and evening services. 

NOVEMBER 26 &: 27.-Sale of Work, Lygon-st., 
Nov. 25 and 27 (Friday an~ Sa!ur~a,), from 2.30 to 
10 p.m. each day. All cordially mvtled. 

Acknowledgments. 
FOBEION 1111881ON FUND. 

New Zealand-Church, Wellsford,£2; Qoeenslfod 
-C.E. Society, Ma Ma Creek, for Pentecost miss on: 
[x/ro/-. Viciori_a _ Church, Footscray, £218/7 • 
"Christian," U111ma, £4. 

L II T F M Ludbrook, Sec., 
RoberLt ya ' treaNs.,Melb . 15i Collins-st., Melb. 

39 eveson-s ., • · 

WANTED. 
Th N S W Horne Mission Committee invites 

BOARD AND RESIDENCE. 
Mrs. Carnaby, 2 Royal Terrace. Nicbolson-st., 

opposite Exhibition, Melbourne. Comforlable 
accommodation for visitors . Double and single rooms 
Moderate terms. Highly recommended. 

In quiet Christian musical home, comfortably for­
oisbed, two double bedrooms (fireplaces) Use diniog­
roorn, kitchen, b,tbing-box. Privategrounds,campers; 
sheltered ti-tree, pines. Use above Lnncb, teas, 
catered, if previously advised. Home sitnated best 
part Esplanade ; 8 minutes R.S. Recommended. 
Accommodation limited. Sister, " Tweedenbome," 
Esplanade, Sandringbarn. 

Booking bas commenced, and there is only one 
double room vacant for Xmas month. 2 ro~ms, bed­
rooms, from no"' until Dec. 20 are vacant, al so camp­
in~ (shady) ground, faciog s~a. Best _si1~s still open, 
but will be allotted according to pnonty of appli­
cation. 

Bibles and 
Testaments 

BIBLES nod TESTA.­
priczs and descrip-

We baYe 
MENTS of all 
tions for sale. 

The 

Pictorial Bibles and Testaments, 
beautiful illustrations. 

Thumb Indexed Bibles and Testa• 
ments. 

R.ed Letter Testaments. 
American Standard Bibles and Tes• 

taments. 
Holman's Bibles and Testaments. 
Teachers' Bibles. 
India Paper Bibles. 
Reference Bibles, etc., etc. 

prices rllllgc Irom 1/- to 40/-. 

Send ti$ a DESCRIPTION of the kind 
f Bible you require, and the PRICE you 

~~·ant to pay, and we will send you one ON 
.-\PPROVAL. 

AUSTRAL CO., 
I • E · ·ti • to the l·kbrcws, to the literature un t us 'pis c . f 1 • . . . . d . •per impression n t ic and without rccc1v111g a cc . 

e · • · i I of evangelist at Moree. 
aoplications for po, t on . d Salary [J per week. 
A pticants must be mame · 
H~ G. Payne, 202 \Vllson-st., Newtown. 

528, 530 Eliznbeth ,st., Melbourne, 

dignity and lwanty uf the Epi5t lc it sdf. 
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N.S.W. Sisters' Conference. 

The Exccuti,·e met on Oct. 29. :-.liss 
:\lar:-hman prc!-iding-. Minutes of previous 
mcctin~- were read ancl confirmed: roll call 
,,f me1;1ber~. and apologie;; accepted. The 
following- Yi~itor:; were present : . :-.Ir:; . 
Clapham, from Drisbane: :-.[ rs. G. Bagley, 
from VancouYer: i.\Ir. and :-.Irs. "\Vatts, 
Brighton. \'ictoria. :\ \Yann \\·elcome was 
g-iven by President. By a yote of the sis­
ters, the rest of the meeting was given over 
to our visitors. :-.Irs. Clapham, being the 
first ~.S."\V. Pre;;ident, was asked to speak. 
She gaYe a nice short talk to superintend­
ents. ?llrs. G. Bag-ley was also asked to 
speak. an<l rendered two solos Yery nicely 
instead. :\ solo was also given by 1vlrs. 
Shearston. .--\ social cup of tea \\'as par­
taken o f. after \\'hich a heartv \\'elcome 
\\'a~ giYei1 by ?IIrs. Jones and i\-Irs. Potter 
tu :-.Ir,-. Clapham. also to i\Irs. G. Bagley 
In' :-. Ir;;. Rossell. and all best wishes for her 
y1;;it here and s~ fe return. Doth sisters rc­
;;pondcd briefly. After an enjoyable time 
together. the meeting clo;;ed with singing 
and praycr.-E. Shearston. 

Obituary. 
FlELDl?\G.-D. ]. Fielding, at the age of 65, 

after nine months' patient waiting, oscillating 
between r ecovery and returning weakness, passed 
away peacefu lly at his home, Queen's r\yenuc, 
:\uburn, on Thursday morning, Oct. 13, at 6 a.m. 
Bro. Fielding was born in London, but kft th e 
Old Country when quite young, and con sequently 
most of hi s life was spent in Australia and Xe"· 
Zcalaml. He IJccame identified with the church 
unr 2 0 years ago, under the preaching of Thoma , 
Purter, in the CoJJingwood Town Hall. Hi ~ 
genuine conversion showed it self in hi s interest 
and work in the church. He was soon calkcl 
to the oAice of deacon, and held th e ~a me till 
hi s rcmo,·al h• Hawthorn 12 years ago. He wa~ 
hen: invited to fill the same office, which he <lie! 
most acceptaLly till the <lay o f his deat h. \Ve 
shaJJ mi ss him, for hi s allcn<lance was m ust 
r egular, and his interest in the church 11e,·er 
failed . He was a quiet, miassnming disciple o f 
Jesus, a11<l afte r faithful service has gone home 
to he with Christ. He leaves a wife and son 
t \\'iJlic) to mourn their loss. .\lay the guocl 
Lur<l watch o ,·,·r them both tiJI they cross thl' 
ri\'cr and n·unit<: with the husband and fathe r 
in the better land. 

Hawth0 rn, Vic. P . !\. DTCKSOK. 

JOSEPH ALLISON, 
Furnishing Undertaker and Embalmer, 

188-5 

NORTH 
ERROL STREET, 

MELBOURNE. 
BRANCH-

Kou•* Alexander lloa.d, lloonee Pond■, 
Puneral1 aupplied to any extent in Town or Country. 

Telephone 751. Jf. Telephone 251 Ascot. 

NATARA 
(OCKENDEN'S) 

DRIES UP A 

Cold t~"e Head 
In a Few Houra, 

THE BEST REMEDY 
YET INTRODUCED 

Price: 1/6 & '1./8 
ALL CHEMISTS, 

WHOLESALE: 

ROCKE, TOMPSITT c1 ea 
Melbourne, Victorin. 

A seasonable advertisement which appears in our columns ro1 
the firs< time Is that of NA TARA. Th e " Recbab,to" ~oes not 
ad\·ertlsc what are termed patent m,-dictn.-s, bnt NA TARA ls a 
uancfa ·d remedy, and tbc Editor can 1esufy to its c-t cacy ln 
wa dinJ.: off a cold when taken In the t:arly stages.-T/u K, c11iibit, . 

Three IMPORTANT BBB's 
BREAD I• DE.RR. II 

UTTER. I• DE.AR. I I 
LA.1{1(11.TS ar• Ch••,. 

AND 
BO 

••• 
Flannels, Ladles' and Geot1' Overcoats at BROWN & SCOTT'S 

Blanke I and '0 I 03 B 
F'lannnel F'alr. ., , 4 runswlck St., Fitzroy. 

An Ideal Summer Resort . 
"A,·onsleigh House," Emera'd, renovated and 

refurnisbed in superior style. Superb scenery, 
mineral springs, beautiful fern ~ullies . Terms mod­
erate, every comfort. Write for particulars, Mrs. A. 
Wright, proprietoress. 

.1\. MILLIS & Se)NS, 
Fruit Commission .ll8tmt1, 

5 a '1 W e11iern llarke1i, Melbourn-. 

Account Sales every Wednesday, 

P<1l111woocl Villa, No. 35 Herschell Street, 
oft North Qr,ay, BRISB.IM/E. 

First-class Private Board & Residence, 
Large, Airy Rooms, Newly Furnished. 

MRS. NEILEN. 

~.e:.a.-:r :XB ESSEJ.SI"r'X.A.L 
to add to your comfort during the Summer months i1 

A GAS STOVE. 
.l 6.18 BTOYB I ■ lndlapenaable and also ensure• EFFICIENCY, 

OLE.lNLINEBB, and RIG ID EOONOMY. 
TBB JIBTROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY, 

Phone 2713. 188 Fllnder■ Street, Melbourne 

W. J, 1\IRD 
OPTICIAN ' 

_ (Many years with the late T. R p 
l!J.S Collin• .rt., Melbourne (npp. Dr. llcvan ·~ tooter), 

Headach es not <;rnly prc\'cntcd hut cured by w Church), 
rectly adJUSted Eye-G lasses aud Spect•cl~rl ug tor, 

New Varieties. Charges Moderate . 'Ph s. 
Opt ician to 1.0.R. and O.S.T.; Hon. 10 ~'.~.~: · 

Land Seekers. 
This is worth considering. 

170 acres , rich black soil, N EVER - FAILING CR££ i; 
runs through the property. This land has be 
known to grow 4 TONS HAY to the acre. CAN :: 

IR~lOATED T~ROUGHOUT, an~ only 4 miles from 
railway station. On _splendid ro~d, and 12 miles 
from Launceston, which has a tr1 -weel<ly stram 
service to Melbourne. 6 roomed house , barn a:; 
all necessary outbuildings. £12 per acre . TERM 
I F REQUIReD . Similar land in Bacchus Marsh a·n: 
\Varrnambool is worth £100 per acre . 

or further pa rt icula rs write to 

J. E. Thurgood , Farm Salesman, 
91 ST. JOH :-/ ST,, LAU NCEsro11. . 

'PHONE, CITY 38. 

~- & R. E. Ba11nes, 11.D.5., 
DENTISTS . 
~ 

7S Gcrlmdc Si., Fitzroy. High St ., J(yuc/011. 

\Valnut Hair Stain rc:!totct 
Grey Hair to Brown , and 
Blacko restores it to Black. 
Two arand preperations. 
Improve the srrowth and add 
life lo the Hair without in- .-...cua, 

iury. l..,,w m pricc:-l,ut GOOD. ed. l>Cl p,ck>••· 7d. -•••la two packaRes Is, po,ted. S.tiafaction as,ured or 
ononey returned. Address-HARTWELL & CO, 

13 Scott Street, St. Kilda, Melbourne 

Foreign Mission Fund. 
Please remember our worlc in lndi:1, China, 
~apan, the South Seas , an<l nmons: the Chine~c 
tn Australia. Donations sent to the un<lcr~ignrd 
will be thanl<fully acknowledged . 

Vietoria -Sccrctar~· : F , M. Ludbrook, 151 Collin_s•SI., 
i\lclbourn,•. As:,1, Secretary: Theo. U. F.sclwr, Vlcbc 
A,·tnu t:, Cheltenham. Treasurer: R. Lyall, 39 t.ovcso11 •51 ·• 
North ~lt:lbonnu!. 

New South \Valts-S~crc tary a nd Treasurer : Geo. ·r. 
\V1:1ldtn, Stanm rc• rd ., Stanmorc. 

South Australia-Secretary· I, a A Paternos ter, Geo rge· 
st. • H indmarsh. Asst. Sccreta'ry : Gdo. H. Mauger. T, eas 
urcr : T. Colcbatch , l\lillcr-5t,, North Unlcy. 

_\Vl Sl Australla-Sccrclar)· : H . J. Yellanrl, •• Gu,·crsci1t.'' 
~idman Avenue, Sou1h G ullford. Treasurer; C, J, GarlaoJ, 

Penvtllc.'' 159 Grovcnor-rd North Penh, 
Quecnsland-Rcprese ntati ~'C: L . Gale, /M c Rubcr tson's, 

Dnsbanc. 
T asmania-Representative ~ W. Ja1vis, Hotart. 

Chmches of Christ 

ALMANAC for 1910. 

Orclt'r ?\ow. 2d. post free, 

'Phone 11H. 
aso LYGON BT., O.ARLTON, 
JI 868 KIOBOLBOX ■T . , XTB, O.A.BLTOX, JOSIA» ~OhDSWO~T», UndetrtakeF. 


