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the sentiment.

Lame dogs.
Some one tells of seeing a little lame dog

trying to climb up the curbstone from the
street to the pavement. The poor creature
could not quite reach the top; he would al­
ways fall back. A hundred people passed
by and watched the dog, laughed at his ef­
forts and failures, and went on their way.
No one offered to help him. Then a work­
ing man came by, saw the dog. and pitied
him; and, getting down on his knees beside
the curb, 116 lifted the little creature up to
the sidewalk, and then went on. That is
what Jesus would have done if he had been
there that day. Love is shown quite as un­
mistakably in the way a man treats a dog as
in the spirit he shows toward his own fel­
lows.

It is part of the lesson Christmas teaches
us to learn infinite patience with the faults
of others and in enduring hurts and wrongs.
There are trees which when struck and
bruised bleed fragrant balsam. So should
it be with us when others hurt us, smite us
with unkindness; if we bleed, we should
bleed love, not bitterness. It was thus al­
ways with Jesus. Paul’s counsel was
not to let the.sun go down upon our wrath.
and surely we should not let the sun of
Christmas eve go down on any feeling of
anger, any grudge or hatred, in our hearts.
Everything that is unloving should be swept
away as we prav. “ Forgive us our debts as
we forgive our debtors.”

If we would make it really' Christmas in
our own hearts and lives, we must learn to
forget ourselves and to think of others.
We must stop keeping account of what we
have done for other people, and begin to
put down in place what other people have
done for us. We must cease thinking of
what others owe us, and remember what we
owe to them, that we owe Christ and the
world the best that we have to give of life
and love.

Dr. Henry van Dyke in a little book about
keeping Christmas has this paragraph,which
is well worth quoting:

“Are you willing to stoop down and con­
sider the needs of little children; to remem­
ber the weakness and loneliness of people

%
mas sentiment, but not the outworking of who are growing old: to stop asking how

much your friends love you, and ask your­
self whether you love them enough; to keep
in mind the things that other people have to
bear on their hearts: to try to understand
what those who live in the same house with
you really' want, without waiting for them
to tell you; to trim your lamp so that it will
give out more light and less smoke; and to
carry it in front, so that your shadow will
fall behind you; to make a grave for your
ugly thoughts, and a garden for your kindly
feelings, with the gate open—are you wil­
ling to do these things even for a day? Then
you can keep Christmas.”

Giving in the air.
There would seem not to be any need at

the Christmastide to urge any one to be
kind to others and to do things for them.
The spirit of giving is in the very air. Even
the churl and the miser are generous now
for once in the year.

But the question is, what to do, how to
help. Some one says, “ It’s very hard to
know how to help people when you can’t
scud them blankets, or coal, or Christmas
dinners.” With many' people this is true.
They know of no way of helping others ex­
cept by giving them things to eat or things
to wear.

Yet there are better ways of doing good
than sending a ton of coal or a dinner, or
giving a picture for the wall or silver for
the table. One may not have money to
spend, and yet may be a liberal benefactor.
We may help others by sympathy, by cheer,
by encouragement. Christ himself never
rave any money, so far as we are told; and
yet there never was such a giver, such a
helper of others, as he was. He helped by
love, by' cheer, by being always kind.

Dr. Robertson Nicoll tells us that the best
Christmas presents are not gifts of things
people do not need, but letters of cheer, of
encouragement, of hope, of praise.

Suppose this year you try a letter-writing
Christmas. Think of the people who are
having a hard winter, and write them some­
thin" cheerful. Write to your discouraged
friend who thinks he has not been of any
use, and tell him how much you have got
from his friendship. If there is one that
was unkind to you in some way a while ago,

The influence of Christmas is wonderful.
It touches every place in the world where
the gospel goes. There is scarcely a Inme
so lowly, in such neglect and poverty, that
the Christmas spirit does not touch it wth
some brightness, and the Christmas love
carry into it a little breath of warmth, a
thought of kindness. There is scarcely a
life so desolate, so cut off from companion­
ship, so without the blessing of human love,
that Christmas does not find it with some
gentleness, some sense of kinship, some
word of cheer, something to brighten the
dreariness and soften the hardness.

Christmas began with a baby in a lowly'
cattle-shed. That was all the shepherds
saw when they came in from the fie’ds.
Think what the problem of Christmas was
that night. It was only a tiny spark of love
that came down from heaven in this new­
born baby; but it was divine, and its prob­
lem was to make its way among the nations
until all the world’s life should be toucned
by it, changed, sweetened, transformed.

This is part of what Jesus meant in his
story of aPwoman putting leaven into a
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write to him and tell him of some kindness
he did you during' the year. Don’t tell him
you forgive him for his unkind act; just let
him know that you love him now.

If you know one that has had a great sor­
row, write to him the gentlest letter your
heart can inspire. Do not go over the details
of the sorrow to bring them all back; that
would be cruel. Just pour out your love,
and let him feel that your heart is full of
gentlest sympathy. One of the most prec­
ious letters to one in deep shadows recently,
he said, was just a card from Rome, with
only these words written on it, “ I am think­
ing of you to-day.”

If we all knew the value of good letters,
what comfort and cheer they give, how they
are cherished, kept ofttimes for long years
among the heart’s most sacred treasures,
we would train ourselves in the art of writ­
ing them. Dr. Nicoll says, “ If I were to
covet any honor of friendship, it would be
this—that some letters of mine might be
found in the desks of my friends when their
life-struggle is ended.”—J. R. Miller.

<3--------------------------------

Editorial Notes
6------------------------ o

Primitive Christianity Applied.
That the Christians who reject all human

names and creeds and prefer to be called
Christians only have made marvellous num­
erical progress is self-evident. Their num­
bers throughout the world must approxi­
mate 1,700,000 actual church members or
communicants. But it is not so clear that
there has been a corresponding advance in
spiritual life. The aim of our early pion­
eers was “to return in teaching and life to
the doctrine and practice of the primitive
church.” We may not claim that we have
fully realised this ideal. While in our plea
for the restoration of “the ancient order of
things” we have restored the simple plan of
salvation by faith in and obedience to
Christ, and while we have presented the
New Testament teaching on the subject of
Christian Union and other important topics,
it does not appear that as a people we have
manifested such a marked adherence to the
spirit of the teaching of Jesus as to differ­
entiate us in this respect from those in the
denominations around. It is easier to repu­
diate human creeds and names than to aban­
don human selfishness and other feelings.
It is even possible while condemning sectar­
ianism to unconsciously become sectarian,
and to speak or think of “our” work and
“our” cause as though it constituted the
church of God. It is also possible in our
advocacy of certain generally neglected
truths to give them an undue prominence,
and thus unwittingly to convey the idea that
we attach to them a measure of importance
that has no scriptural warrant. But the
point we have especially in mind is that our
advancement in spirituality has not kept
pace with our growth in numbers. Had it
done so we should be one of the greatest 

forces for righteousness in the world to­
day. Are we more self-denying, more self­
sacrificing than others? Do we live in closer
communion with God, and manifest greater
practical love for men? Are we giving
more and doing more to send the gospel to
the unsaved of our own and other lands?
In a word, are we more Christlike? If not,
what is the practical value of our plea for a
restoration of primitive Christianity? The
religion of the New Testament is vastly
more than the right observance of baptism
and the Lord’s Supper, or the wearing of
the name of Christ, and pleading for Chris­
tian union. It means whole-souled conse­
cration of life and pocket. It means
a growth in grace and knowledge associated
with a yearning for the salvation of men.
It means the visiting of widows and father­
less, and keeping ourselves unspotted from
the world. It means more interest in the
prayer meeting, and less in the picture
show; more enjoyment in communion with
the Lord and his people, and less in socials
and entertainment; more of Christ and less
of self. Are we really New Testament
Christians ?

Foreign Missions at Home.
A quiet, unobtrusive, but none the less

effective missionary work is being done
among the Chinese in Sydney, Melbourne,
Adelaide and Perth. It lacks the fascina­
tion and glamor of service in the heathen
fields. There is on the part of its workers
no renunciation of home ties, no enchant­
ment lent by distance to the view, no ro­
mance of feathery palm trees, heathen fes­
tivals, or perilous adventures; nothing but
steady plodding work, sometimes monoton­
ous and often discouraging. Distant fields
are ever green and, for some reason, mis­
sionary work in China presents greater at­
tractions than missionary work among the
Chinese in Australia. Yet the heathen are
at our doors, and we are debtors to these
no less than to those far away. All honor
to the men and women who so ungrudging­
ly and perseveringly devote their evenings
to. the teaching of the Chinesq in these city
missions. We have no figures before us,
but considerably over 100 have thus been
won for Christ. Two Chinese preachers
are engaged, spending their time mostly in
Melbourne and Sydney, and they are ren-
dering good service, but the success of the
work depends chiefly on the unpaid labors
of the many teachers. It is to be regretted
that in these days of missionary enthusiasm
this work, right before us, should languish
for want of more workers. Here is an op­
portunity for the practical outlet of mission­
ary zeal, and if those who take it do not ap­
pear before the footlights they will have at
least the consciousness of knowing that
their labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Dr. Jefferis on German Theology.
Dr. Jefferis, of Adelaide, is one of the

grand old men of Congregationalism. Born
in England in 1833, and driven away by
haemorrhage of the lungs when only 26
years of age, ho came to Adelaide, and at­
tributes his longevity to the pure air of
bouth Australia. The worthy doctor takes 
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a warm interest in public life, and especial!
in educational matters, having been one f
the founders of the University. He has ev
kept abreast of the world’s thought, and
his green old age is a keen observer of thee1
logical tendencies. Preaching last week at
the jubilee of the Franklin-st. Methodist
church, where he conducted the opening
services in 1864, he dealt with some of the
movements of the past half century. While
appreciating the great changes in Christian
thought, and the fact that “the authority of
names and creeds is no longer absolute,” he
expressed the trust that “we shall ever re­
member that in Christianity there are truths
learnt from the lips of Christ and his in­
spired apostles which we must hold for life
to death, truths which stand out clear and'
radiant in the pages of the New Testament,
truths accepted by our fellow Christians in
all the ages and in all the churches.” Of
the war and its effects he said, “ I cannot
but think that this war which is now con­
vulsing the world will have an effect upon
the churches and upon religious belief. The
philosophy and what is called the higher crit­
icism of the German schools and universities,
no doubt containing in them much truth,
have too long influenced English thought.
When the Prussian military tyranny is bro­
ken, as broken it will be, we shall be largely
freed from the incubus of German ration­
alistic teaching, and shall be able to work
out in the simpler English way the divine
philosophy of religion.”

Advisory Board on Preachers.
In the past some of our churches have

been victimised and the cause as a whole
brought into contempt by the hasty engage­
ment of unworthy or incompetent preach­
ers. In Victoria the brethren have an “Ad­
visory Board on Preachers” which claims
no ecclesiastical jurisdiction, but whose help
is sought by churches and preachers alike.
Suitable positions are sometimes found for
men desiring them, while—to quote from
the last annual report—“ Not the least im­
portant work of the Board has been the fur­
nishing of information concerning apph*
cants for preaching work, and in some cases,
churches have been kept back from employ*
ing men unsuited to the work.” In some
States the local Federal Executive acts m
the same capacity. It must be self-evident
that as the cause advances a committee 0
this kind becomes increasingly necessary-
While the churches have the power to en­
gage who they like, the fact that the PeJ\
sons so engaged are at once regarded ny
the public as representative men shou
lead them to be cautious in their selection-
A central committee would generally be 1
a position to obtain information not a^a*
able to the average church. ^>re3'^rricr
worthy of support would be only too wiH>ne
to submit their credentials to such a boar ,
whose recommendations would comma
the respect of the brotherhood. .Before e
gaging any new or untried man, it wool
to the interests of the cause as a whole,
in. harmony with the general fitness
things, for a church to seek thb advice
such a committee, or, in its absence, tha
the State Executive.
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B.C.-A.D.
The Difference Christ Has Made.

H. G. Harward.

It is always a solemn moment when a
child is born into this world. Its coming al­
ways makes a difference. It is a bud of be­
ing whose opening and development not
only influence those nearest to it, but may
also set in motion forces affecting the des­
tiny of nations, and making or marring the
happiness of the world.

The day after the birth of Jesus was a
new day in the world’s history. The com­
ing of the babe of Bethlehem made a differ­
ence which those nearest to the event did
not understand, and which many to-day fail
to appreciate. But whatever our attitude,
“the fact remains that this world was one
thing- the >day before Christmas, and that it
was a different world, with a new life in its
heart, and a new creative power in its civil­
isation, after Christ had been born in Beth­
lehem.”

That birth has cut the chronology of the
world in two. B.C. and A.D. are the sym­
bols which divide the world’s history into
two volumes. Vol. 1. Before Christ—or
the world as Christ found it. Vol. 2. After
Christ—or the world as Christ is making it.

The coming of Christ has made a won­
derful difference in our

Thought of God.
Jesus has been to the world a new reve­

lation of God. The Jew knew God. He
was made known in the power of his crea­
tive work; he was seen in the majesty of
the divine law; he was manifest in his prov­
idence throughout their history; he was
recognised by his sovereignty in human af­
fairs. But they did not know God as Jesus
■came to reveal him.

The heathen were not without some con­
ception of God. It is true “they changed
the glory of the incorruptible God for the
likeness of an image of corruptible man,
and of birds, and four-footed beasts and
creeping things.” They were impressed
with the awfulness of the divine. Deity
was to be approached in fear and dread—
not in trust and confidence.

Man has seen God in Christ, as he never
saw him before the advent. Jesus did not
come to give the world the view of God it
already possessed through the volume of
nature and the book of revelation. Above
all he came to make men see that God is
“ Our Father.” “ No man hath seen God
at any time. The only begotten Son... .he
hath declared him.” And that declaration
was, and is, a declaration of the Father­
hood of God. We are not to lose sight of
the other attributes of God. But we are
to rejoice in the more tender and endearing
relationship which God has to us all as Fa-

Not infrequently our hearts re-echo the
request of Philip—“ Lord, show us the Fa­

ther.” And just as thrillingly Jesus says—
“ He that hath seen me hath seen the Fa­
ther.” We need no material image, or
physical representation of God. It is not
necessary to study the stars, or commune
with nature to know God, and his nature.
God is Christlike. The Son is the mirror
in v hich the Father is made known to us.

Again, the life and teaching of Jesus
have made a marked difference
In our conception of man.

Jesus has given a new value to humanity.
The line that separates A.D. from B.C. in­
dicates a great rise in the value of human
life. A familiar phrase in the vocabulary
of the social reformer is “ The brotherhood
of man.” But this conception has its origin
not in the mind of any reformer, or in the
ethical standard of any human society, but
in the life and teaching of the Nazarene.
His favorite title was “ Son of Man”; be­
cause through all time he is the common
bond of human life, the common link that
binds class to class, man to man, and race
to race.” The angel chorus rang out—
“ Glory to God in the highest”—and won­
derfully has the coming of Jesus made this
known; but it also sounded forth—“ Peace
on earth, good will toward men,”—and it
is only the entrance of Jesus into the world
and into the hearts of men that can bring
this to pass.

In the emancipation of slaves; in the
breaking down of caste distinctions; in the
removal of race prejudice; in the uplifting
of women; in the sacredness of child life:
in the sanctity of the home; and in the
treatment of enemies we have some of the
results of the coming of Christ.

A bishop in conversation with Henry
George said, “ I love men because Jesus
Christ loved them.” The great Single
Taxer replied “ I love Jesus Christ because
he loved men.” Jesus exhibited in his own
person the true image of humanity. Man
is made to become Christlike. The man
Christ Jesus is the highest interpretation of
the possibilities of humanity. We love him
because he has shown us man as God de­
sires him to be, and has revealed the possi­
bilities of universal brotherhood, where men
are ruled by the omnipotence of love.

There is a change, too, in our
V/ews of sin and salvation,
due to the advent of Jesus. Before Christ,
sin was the violation of some expressed
commandments. Life was largely regulat­
ed from without. “ Thou shalt,” and
“ Thou shalt not,” were the permissive and
the restrictive influences in human activity.
Our Lord reveals sin at its source. “ Out
of the heart proceedeth evil thoughts.” Sin
exists even when there is no transgression
of stated laws. The unholy desire, the evil 

look, the angry feeling, the rebellious will,
may be the evidences of sin within. Jesus
would regulate the life from within rather
than oolice it from without. He gives men
the example of the life—“ Tempted... .yet
without sin.” Sin is conquered by the put­
ting off of the old man, and the putting on
of the new. The fountain is purified, so
that the stream runs clear.

Concerning salvation, B.C. keeps us
within the shadow. The altar is still there.
The animal sacrifice is still being offered.
A.D. makes all things new. “ Christ gave
himself for us.” “ In him we have redemp­
tion.” “ Once... .he appeared to put away
sin by the sacrifice of himself.” Salvation
has a higher value because of its greater
cost.

As to its meaning, too, there is a great
contrast. It means more than cleansing
from sin; more than the gaining of life be­
yond the grave. It means Christ formed in
us; Christ living in us; Christ sanctified in
our hearts as Lord.

What we really owe to the coming of Je­
sus has been thus strikingly expressed—
" Picture the Christless world rolling on its
dismal course through space, no homes of
prayer anywhere upon its surface, no gath­
ered congregations lifting the voice of wor­
ship, no kneeling suppliant interceding for
the sick and sorrowing, no bread of life, no
cup of blessing, no tender ministries of lov­
ing care and sympathy, no children taught
to say, ‘Our Father,’ no hope for the dy­
ing, no resurrection, — nothing of all this,
but, instead, only one long, hard, selfish
struggle to see who shall be richest, and
who shall be strongest in a life of which the
grave is the acknowledged end.”

In the history of your soul experience is
it the day before, or the day after Christ­
mas ?

The Carpenter’s Son.
They said, “ The carpenter’s son.” To me
No dearer thing in the Book I see,
For he must have risen with the light,
And patiently toiled until the night.
He, too. was weary, when evening came,
For well he knoweth our mortal frame,
And he remembers the weight of dust,
So his frail children may sing and trust.
We often toil till our eyes grow dim,
Yet our hearts faint not because of him.
The workers are striving everywhere,
Some with a pitiful load of care,
Many in peril upon the sea,
Or deep in the mine’s dark mystery,
While mothers nor day nor night can rest;
I fancy the Master loves them best.
For many a little head has lain
On the heart pierced by redemption’s pain.
He was so tender with fragile things,
He saw the sparrow with broken wings.
His mother, loveliest woman born,
Had humble tasks in her home each morn,
And he thought of her the cross above,
So burdened women must have his love.
For labor, the common lot of man,
Is part of a kind Creator’s plan,
And he is a king whose brow is wet
With the pearl-gemmed crown of honest sweat.
Some glorious day. this understood,
All toilers will be a brotherhood.
With brain or hand the purpose is one,
And the Master Workman, God’s own Son.

•—Myra Goodwin Plants.
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The Home Fields.
In view of the approach of the annual

offering for Home Missions in all the
Churches of Christ throughout the Com­
monwealth of Australia, and the Dominion
of New Zealand, it is well to hear what the
brethren have to say about this great work.
Here are the expressions of some:—

The call.
More than call to king and country comes

the call to-day to the disciples of the Christ
to his service. The fact of our allegiance
to him demands our whole-hearted effort.
Home Missions call to our patriotism and
purse for our King and his kingdom.—W.
A. Kemp.

The desire of one who has been in the
field.

May a splendid response be made to the
appeal on behalf of our Home Mission in­
terests on Feb. 7. May the consecrated
hosts of the Lord say by their gifts that
more men must be sent into the great white
harvest field of the world. Let ever}’ dis­
ciple say on that day that the “ King’s busi­
ness” must be performed as a sacred trust.
—E. Griffiths.

Constant advancement.
“Two things demand from our churches

constant advancement in the work of the
gospel. First, the material prosperity of
the country. The increasing wealth of a
people does not always deepen religious in­
terest. We should rejoice that peace and
plenty’ are so abundant: but spiritual vital­
ity must be conserved, else the people will
drift from eternal things. Greater wealth
must be used as an opportunity for doing
larger and better things for the kingdom of
God. Secondly, the rapid increase in popu­
lation, chiefly due to immigration. Many
persons interested in the church at home
become careless when transplanted to a new
country with a different environment. The
gospel is the only power that can hold the
strangers in our midst to the things of God
and personal righteousness. With it they
may become a means of building up a right­
eous State, and a power in the church of
God. Without it untold problems may be
pressed upon us. These two reasons call
upon the church to move forward.—B. W.
Huntsman.

Travellers and advertisements.
Home Missions are to the church what

travellers and advertisements are to a busi­
ness—that is, they extend its influence and
operations. Now, no business house wish­
ing to go ahead and prosper ever thinks
that these necessary factors and adjuncts
can be done without. So no church which
desires to spread the truth of the gospel and 

progress in spiritual wealth will risk neg­
lecting its missions.

Business houses which have attempted to
carry on without the aid of travellers and
advertising have rapidly declined, losing
their prominence in the business world, and
so with the church. Home Missions are
vital to its progress, and more than that,
they represent the devotion and consecra­
tion of its members. Where missions
flourish, the church is noted for its zeal and
progress in spiritual things. Missions are
the barometer and thermometer of the
church’s life. Let us then see to it that our
Home Mission work is adequately and en­
thusiastically supported; that it speaks of a
loyal and a generous brotherhood bent on
sending forward the gospel to the whole
creation.—R. Campbell Edwards.

An appreciative word from Echuca, Vic.
I am satisfied that Home Missions are of

God. Our work here was run down to
breaking point about ten months ago, when
the Home Mission Committee came to our
aid, sending us (with a very little help from
the church here) a week-end preacher from
the Bible College, and also arranging a mis­
sion. We hope that, though we are still in
need of help, the time will come when we
will not only be able to pay our own way,
but take our share in helping as we have
been helped.—K. N. Simonds.

What the work means.
Home Missions! How different its mean­

ing to the units which make up the brother­
hood. To some perhaps “another appeal.”
To others “ the life’s blood of the work.”
What would the weakly country cause do
without it? Only those who have realised
how heartbreaking is the effort to keep the
flag flying without its assistance can an­
swer. Fighting such a losing battle would
dampen the ardor of most men. Then to
the isolated, what does it mean? Isolation
frequently spells death to the spiritual life,
or at least a loss of interest in things that
matter and a lost identity. Home Missions
prevent somewhat this state, or use it as a
nucleus of effective work. Home Missions
is an instrument not only by which we help
others, but by which we are helped our­
selves. It is one way of giving effect to our
Master’s command, “ Go ye.” Then, for
the sake of the weakly, struggling cause,
for the sake of our isolated, for our own
sake, let us remember the work of our
Home Missions.—A. P. A. Burden.

Our work, and how to finance it.
I he greatest feature of our work, as

Churches of Christ, is to disseminate the
glorious gospel of Christ; and for this,
money is needed, to send capable men into
the Home Mission fields. A little fore­
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thought, a few prayerful plans, the layine-
by of a little here, and a little there, the
giving systematically of a small sum, would
work wonders in the way of financial fUr.
therance of our just and Christ-like enter­
prise. It is no use doing anything by fits
and starts. Collectors should be appointed
and should not hesitate to ask for the
money. Why should they be backward?
The money is not for themselves, but for
the Lord. New converts should be asked
to help; they will not be offended, but glad
to have a share in the work. Our country for
Christ should be our motto. Let us get a
vision of our land saved from sin, Christ
enthroned in every heart, men and women
consecrated to the service of Christ. Our
ideal is before us, our duty is plain, our land
must be saved.—Mrs. J. Pittman.

The Bible, minus Higher Criticism.
The “ Christian Standard” has the fol­

lowing :—
It is reported that Mrs. Morris K. Jessup has

bequeathed to Union Theological Seminary three
hundred thousand dollars, on condition that "it
teach the Bible in plain English, minus higher
criticism.” It is a question as to whether the sem­
inary will accept the bequest as thus conditioned.
So supersensitive are all religious teachers to the
progressive purpose, that they will refuse to tie
themselves up by any restriction which might shut
them out from the truth.—“ Universalist Leader.”

Not so, good friend; unless Mrs. Jessup
or her advisers can so plan as to bar this
“ Higher Critic” gentry from sharing the
fruits of this munificence, there will be a
dozen of them ready to occupy any chair
that may be established. “ Where the car­
cass is, the buzzards will gather ”

Christmas in Sweden.
They tell a lovely story, in the lands beyond the

sea, ' ,
How, when the King of Glory lay on his mother s

knee, . ..
Before the prophet-princes came, bringing gms

in hand,
The dumb beasts felt the miracle men could not

understand 1
The gentle, patient donkey, and the ox that trod

the corn . .
Knelt down beside the manger, and knew tna

Christ was born. .
And so they say in Sweden, at twelve, eac

Christmas night, .
The dumb beasts kneel to worship and see t

Christmas light!
This fancy makes men kinder to creatures need

ing care, . , • tv
They give them Christmas greeting and oai j

Christmas fare; . , ,
The cat and dog sup gaily, and a sheaf of go

corn . • | qji
Is raised above the roof-tree for the biru

Christmas morn!
We do not live in Sweden, but we can feed th

And make dumb creatures happy by kindly dec
and words. . email.

No animal so humble, no creeping worm so ‘ j
But that the God who made us has ma

loves them all! . .... -a be!
If we to them are cruel, like Christ we can -st
And this shall be our lesson from our dear

mas tree! „ ,
—Our Dumb
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The Angels’ Speech and Song.
10-14.Luke 2:

J. C. F.
In yonder village lies a new-born infant

upon whose brow shall rest an everlasting
crown, and whose hand shall hold the scep­
tre of universal dominion. Yet, strange to
say, the villagers sleep 1 No royal salute is
heard. But the new-born King was not un­
heralded, for the record of evangelist Luke
tells of shepherds keeping their flocks by
night, around whom there suddenly appears
a mighty blaze of supernal radiance that
fills them with awe, but whose fears gave
place to joy at the consoling word of an an­
gel from heaven, “Fear not: for, behold,
I bring you good tidings of great joy, which
shall be to all people. For unto you is born
this day in the city of David, a Saviour,
which is Christ the Lord.” “And suddenly
there was with the angel a multitude of the
heavenly host praising God, and saying,
Glory to God in the highest, and on earth
peace, good will toward men.”

Surely we have here the most charming
story of all history. Let us reverently think
of it, noting first, that an angel spake, and
then “a multitude of the heavenly host”
sang.
The message of the angel.

Well might the visitor from heaven speak
of “glad tidings.” Better news never rang
in mortal ears. It told of one born in Beth­
lehem that night who is “a. Saviour, which
is Christ the Lord.” A little babe, so poor
that he must be in a manger laid, yet not on
an unauthorised mission did he appear. He
came to be the world’s “Saviour”—-to eman­
cipate earth’s inhabitants from sin’s thral­
dom.

A Saviour at last! Surely this is just
what all men need. It is of more value than
all else. John, on the banks of Jordan, see­
ing Jesus coming unto him, said, “ Behold
the Lamb of God, which taketh away the
sin of the world.” On the morrow John
again fixed his eyes upon Jesus, as he was
walking past, and said, in the hearing of
two disciples, “ Behold the Lamb of God.”
No wonder they followed Jesus, for “a
Saviour” all men were looking for. In
eager anticipation they awaited the coming
of the great Deliverer. They were acquaint­
ed with the story of the scapegoat. They
knew that Aaron laid his hands upon the
head of the goat, confessing over it all the
iniquities of the children of Israel, and
forthwith sending it by the hand of a. man
into the wilderness, and there letting it go.
At last has appeared one who, like the
scapegoat, bears away the sins of men, lift­
ing them, and carrying them away out of
consciousness into the wilderness of forget­
fulness. What a joyful evangel is this!

But the angel’s message did not stop here.
It told of “a Saviour, which is Christ the
Lord.” Jesus was “the Lord’s anointed.
The kings of the Jewish nation turned away

Pittman.
from the Lord. The word of God came to
Ezekiel, pronouncing doom upon Zedekiah
(the last of the kings), who represented the
Jewish people. “And thou, O deadly
wounded wicked one, the prince of Israel,
whose day is come in the time of the iniq­
uity of the end, thus saith the Lord Jehovah,
Remove the mitre, and take off the crown:
this shall be no more the same: exalt that
which is low, and abase that which is high.
I will overturn, overturn, overturn it: this
also shall be no more, until he come whose
right it is—and I will give it to him,” Ez.
21: 25-27. So the royal and priestly glory
of the kings of Israel was taken away; the
mitre and crown were removed, and the
people were carried away into captivity.
Yet amid the judgment inflicted is given a
promise of a complete restoration when he
comes, “whose right it is.” This habe in
the manger is the promised one. He was
anointed, chosen, ordained of God. Of all
the sons of men. he alone could say, “ The
Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he
hath anointed me to preach the gospel to the
poor,” Luke 4: 18. Fie is “anointed with
the oil of gladness above his fellows,” Psa.
45: 7. But note: “ He came unto his own,
but his own received him not,” John 1: n.
So God graciously extended the blessings
promised to all nations, so that all believers
might become the seed of Abraham—and
Jesus, rejected by his own, was exalted to
the throne of his father David, to be a priest
and king for ever.

And now. the babe of Bethlehem has be­
come absolute monarch, in the spiritual
realm. A monarchical form of government
would universally be admitted to be the
best, there being one proviso—that the mon­
arch was perfect. But none on earth are
perfect: hence, we have governments by
narliaments. But in the spiritual world,
“ Christ is King,” absolute monarch. He
needs no advisers. His word is law. At
his feet let us fall, and own him Master.
“ Christ the Lord.”
The theme of the angels’ song.

“ Glory to God in the highest, and on
earth peace.” So that the birth of Jesus
concerns God and man, heaven and earth.
Upon this scene there are two lights; the
one illumines the heavens, the other flashes
its bright rays amongst the nations of the
earth.

The first purpose of Christ’s birth is to
glorify God. How can the Almighty be
glorified by the birth of this child ? " The
answer is given by John, “ No man hath
seen God at any time; the only begotten
Son, which is in the bosom of the Father,
he hath declared him,” John 1: 18. The
purpose of Christ’s coming to earth was to
reveal the Father. Our Lord definitely af­
firmed this truth. Philip said to Jesus,

“ Lord, show us the Father, and it sufificeth
us.” Jesus answered, “ Flave I been so long
time with you, and hast thou not known me,
Philip? He that hath seen me hath seen the
Father,” John 14: 8, 9. Flow often was this
loving term upon the lips of Jesus. True,
in the Old Testament there are glimpses.of
this truth. In Psalm 103: 13 we read, “Like
as a father pitieth his children, so the Lord
pitieth them that fear him.” In Isaiah 4: 8
are these suggestive words, “ But now, O
Lord, thou art our Father; we are the clay.
and thou our potter; and we are the work
< f thy hand.” But it was only when Jesus
came to earth that this truth was fully re­
vealed.

Surely the thought of the Fatherhood of
God should bring comfort to us all. Life
is not all plain sailing. Storms will arise;
difficulties and trials well-nigh overwhelm
at times, and then, life appears an impene­
trable mystery, an insoluble enigma. And
under such circumstances, what brings com­
fort to the drooping soul? The thought of
God as the great Jehovah, or Elohim? No,
but the simple thought that God is our Fa­
ther, and that we are but clay in the Fa­
ther’s hands, being shaped according to his
god pleasure.

Another purpose of Christ’s birth was to
bring peace on earth. “And on earth peace.”
But list to the roar of artillery and the
clashing of bayonets. Think of the awful
war now raging, blasting the lives, wreck­
ing the homes, and breaking the hearts of
countless numbers of men and women. It
almost makes one’s blood run cold to think,
in the light of the angels’ song, of the de­
vastation of the present war—the slaugh­
tered millions, the ruined cities, the deserted
villages, the dead and dying upon the blood-
drenched fields. There is no necessity to
picture the horrors of war. Most nations
know enough now by bitter experience.
Well might Admiral Fisher say, “ The hu­
manising of war! You might as well talk
of humanising hell. The essence of war is
violence.” But listen again, and hear around
us the jarring note of sectarian strife, cer­
tain religious organisations engaging them­
selves in bitter warfare no better than that
of the dark ages; hear, once more, the bit­
ter wail of discontent amongst the masses,
and then, shut off all other sounds, if you
can, and list only to the angelic song at the
birth of the “ Prince of Peace,” telling of
“peace on earth, good will toward men,”
and if within our hearts we have “the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding,”
we shall hang our heads in shame.

Let us learn this Christmas lesson. Ever
may we strive for “peace on earth, good­
will toward men.” May we be at peace
with our brethren. Let no jarring note ever
spoil the music of our fellowship. At
peace with our neighbors, faithful, of
course, shunning “not to declare the whole
counsel of God,” yet showing kindliness to­
wards them, giving them a hearty hand­
grip of brotherliness. Let us be at peace,
as far as possible, with the nations of the
world, realising that Christ came to bring
“peace on earth, goodwill toward men.”
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Deborah and Barak Deliver Israel.
Sunday School Lesson for January 10, Judges 4: 4-23; 5: 1-22.

W. C. McCallum.
King Jabin’s capital was at Hazor, north

of the Sea of Galilee, while his general,
Sisera, had his headquarters at Harosheth,
a place commanding the entrance to the
Great Plain (Esdraelon) between the hills
of Galilee on the one sidg, and Mt. Carmel
on the other. Jabin’s oppression fell es­
pecially upon the tribes in the north and to
the west of the Jordan. It was an iron rule.
The tyrant knew the force of the “mailed
fist.” Conspicuous in the armament of Sis­
era were nine hundred chariots of iron. The
Syrian chariot was manned by three men,
the driver, the warrior, and his shield
bearer. It is no wonder that the Israelite
farmers and shenherds were terrorised by
this fighting force, which for them, would
be as terrible as the modern armored motor
car.

The result of the control of Sisera was
that the people dared not travel the roads,
but used the little crooked paths across the
hills. Sisera believed in disarming the civ­
ilians. The question (5: 8), “Was there
a shield among forty thousand in Israel?”
expects the answer “ No.” This unarmed
condition of the people made the more dif­
ficult and hazardous the revolt of Deborah
and Barak.

The deliverance. ■
The moving spirit was Deborah, the pro­

phetess, i.e., an inspired woman. She is
called “a mother in Israel” (5: 7). Her
mother’s heart ached for her oppressed peo­
ple. In their trouble they stole along the
crooked goat paths over the hills, till they
came to her abode beneath the palm tree in
the hill country of Ephraim. Here they
were comforted and counselled bv her until
the time was ripe for the tyrant’s yoke to be
thrown off. Man’s prudent caution in Barak
hesitated at the difficult undertaking, but the
mother love of Deborah was ready to ven­
ture all in protection of suffering Israel.

While the inspired Deborah moved her
countrymen to act, Barak was the import­
ant instrument used. Some have said that
Barak sinned when he hesitated to obey the
command of God given through Deborah
(4: 6-8), and as a penalty the honor of cap­
turing Sisera was given to a woman. This
depreciation of Barak is not just. It was a
difficult task. He had only ten thousand
men of Zebulun and Naphtali, with some
contributions from four other tribes, men
who had long been terrorised by Sisera and
his iron chariots. His demand that Deborah
go with him was wise, for she was the real
leader of the people. It was to Barak’s
credit that he threw himself into the task
with such zeal after he had been told that it
should not be for his honor, but Sisera
would be delivered into the hand of a wo­
man. Barak fought not for personal glory,
but unselfishly sought to deliver his people.

■ The success of Deborah and Barak was 

made possible by' the fact that the people
“offered themselves willingly.” “ Zebulun
was a people that jeoparded their lives unto
the death, and Naphtali, upon the high
places of the field.” A competent leader
was supported by a zealous rank and file,
and when they “rushed forth” from Mt.
Tabor, the place of rendezvous, into the
Great Plain, like rushing torrents from
these same hills, sweeping all before them
across the plain, so they drove Sisera in rout
and forced the remnants of his army into
the waters of the river Kishon.

Contrasted with the zeal and sacrifice of
those who made the victory sure, is the hesi­
tancy and cowardice of those who refused
to come to the aid of their brethren, “to the
help of the Lord against the mighty.” Con­
tempt is poured upon Reuben, Gad. Dan,
and Asher because they selfishly preferred
their security at a distance from the conflict
to coming to help their oppressed fellow-
Israelites.
The real deliverer.

Behind Deborah and Barak and their band
of heroes was God. The song of triumph
gratefully acknowledges the deliverance as
from him. He is pictured as coming to the
help of his people, marching forth from
those places made sacred in Israel’s history
when they walked with God in the wilder­
ness (5: 4, 5, 13). Often in the trials of
manhood God comes to us through the
memories of the past. In our distress we
turn to those places made sacred to us be­
cause there we walked with God, and we
find, like Israel, that, as then, so he is now
at hand to deliver us.

The Call of Gideon.
Sunday School Lesson for January 17,

Judges 6: 11-40.
Israel was again oppressed. This time

from the east. The bedouin tribes of the
Syrian and Arabian desert made raids in the
time of harvest, and took from the people
all the fruits of their year’s labor in the
fields. Gideon, the son of Joash, who was
of the Abiezrite clan of Manasseh, took
a few sheaves of wheat into a winepress,
excavated out of the rocky side of a hill,
that he might beat them out unseen by the
Midianites. Here the messengers of the
Lord appeared to him.
The call.

The messenger’s greeting, “ The Lord is
with thee, ’ led Gideon to voice his own and
his people’s despair. The Lord was no lon­
ger with them. He had cast them off; else
why. should they be given into the hand of
Midian. “ Go in this thy might.” It is a
rebuke of the misgivings, but a gentle one.
“ Gideon, you and your fellows have not 
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used the power God has given you for him
How can he deliver you as long as you fear
and do not trust him enough to do his will?”’
Like a flood there comes over Gideon a
sense of the stupendous nature of the task
and his personal limitations. “ Oh, Lord
wherewith shall I save Israel?” Gideon is
told, and he was to learn it more fully later
that it did not depend on him, but on God
who sent him—“ Surely I will be with
thee.” He was learning that the secret of
power was to move in the direction of
God’s purposes.
Fears and assurances.

Gideon’s hospitality for the messenger
was transformed into an evidence of divine
presence by the touch of the staff. This
showed Gideon beyond any question that
the message was from God, but it brought
another fear. He had seen the messenger
of the Lord face to face; he must die. The
holiness of God meant for early Israel the
unapproachableness of God. Gideon was at
once reassured, “ Peace be unto thee; fear
not.” One more thing he learned—God
was the friend of those who trusted him.
In grateful acknowledgment of this discov­
ery he reared an altar and called it Jehovah-
Shalom, “ Jehovah is Peace.”

Man naturally dreads the supernatural.
The discovery of the divine presence first
brings fear, as with Gideon or Peter’s cry,
“ Depart from me, for I am a sinful man,
O Lord.” But the gospel of God’s peace
and love floods his soul, and a new joy in
the presence of God brings the peace that
“passeth all understanding.”
Reform begins at home.

Gideon’s clan had adopted Baal worship.
His father was the proprietor of the village
sanctuary. Thus Gideon was closely impli­
cated. He is told to begin by a destruction
of this sanctuary of Baal. The leader who
was to appeal to Israel in the name of the
Lord must himself be possessed of clean
hands in regard to his worship. Gideon de­
stroyed the altar of Baal, and cut down the
Asherah, i.e., sacred post, and substituted in
their place an altar to Jehovah. This was a
challenge to the men of his village to choose
between a divided worship and the worship
of Jehovah alone.

The reform aroused bitterness on the part
of Gideon’s townsmen. The throwing down
of the altars of the god of this world always
arouses a howl of protest.
The Spirit of the Lord.

When the annual invasion of the Midian­
ites and Amalekites occurred, “the Spirit 0
the Lord came upon Gideon,’ literally
“clothed itself with Gideon,” put on Gideo
as a garment. So completely was. Gi e
given up to God, that he becomes just
instrument, as it were the outer garmen
the Spirit. Such consecration is pow •
Now, indeed, Gideon found that the se
of power was to allow God to have his w y>
to let his will be done in his heart. A
all learn the same secret. We know 1
theory, let us learn it in the persona
perience of complete consecration.
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Foreign
Farewell to Missionaries.

The Foreign Mission Board have arrang­
ed that Miss Tillej' (missionary from Bara­
mati) and Misses Tole and Cameron (mis-
sionaries-elect J shall proceed to India by
the “ Maloja,” which is timed to leave Mel­
bourne on Tuesday, January 12, and Ade­
laide two days later. A public farewell will
be tendered to Misses Tilley and Tole in
Lygon-st. chapel on Thursday evening, Jan.
7. Next day these ladies will leave by train
for Adelaide, and will spend from the 9th
till the 14th of the month in Adelaide, leav­
ing with Miss Cameron by the “ Maloja” on
that date.

Members in Melbourne and suburbs are
asked to keep Thursday evening, Jan. 7,
free for the farewell meeting. Several
brethren and sisters will speak on behalf of
the various committees. Appropriate mus­
ical items will be rendered. An opportunity
will bs given to all to bid our missionaries
Godspeed. It is hoped that, despite the
holiday season, a large number of members
will be able to attend.

South Australian brethren will hear from
their committee of the farewell meetings
being arranged in their State.

Notes from the Federal F.M.
Executive.

The New South Wales F.M. Committee
recently received from a country brother
the sum of £10/7/-, “proceeds from or­
anges set aside for the work of the Lord
in foreign lands.”

Our Foreign Mission committees heard
with pleasure from Dr. Macklin of the good
work being carried on by Miss Tonkin in
Shanghai.

The F.M. Board have received photo­
graphs from FI. H. Strutton of the twelve
girls being supported in the home of Soon-
derbai Powar, in Poona, India. The girls
have been photographed separately, so that
anyone “adopting” one of them may have
a likeness of the child supported. The cost
is £5 each per annum.

Mrs. Strutton writes in encouraging
terms of the various departments of the
Baramati work. A supply of kindergarten
materials will be sent by Miss Tilley from
the Children’s Dav fund for the further
equipment of the Baramati school.

Several Melbourne Junior Endeavor So­
cieties and Mission Bands have forwarded
gifts for our Indian stations. Should others
have any materials in hand, these should be
sent at once to Miss Tilley, McCracken-st.,
Kensington.

Bro. Watson writes: “If any of the
brethren have a second-hand lantern and a
few slides on the life of Christ to spare,
these would be very acceptable for the work
out here.”

A forward movement is on foot in con­
nection with work among the aborigines at
Dunoon, near Lismore, New South Wales.
Considerable gospel work has been carried

Missions.
on at this place by the Lismore church,
while Miss Harding, a member of this
church, has exerted a great influence for
good as State School teacher among the
native children. The Government have
deemed it advisable to appoint a manager
for the reserve, and Bro. A. E. Terry has
been appointed to this position. The sum of
£120 is necessary for the erection of a man­
ager’s residence. Of this sum £70 has been
guaranteed by the church at Lismore. The
N.S.W. Foreign Missionary Committee
have consented, at the request of the Fed­
eral Executive, to endeavor to raise the ad­
ditional £50. This amount is to be secured
apart from the regular missionary funds. It
is felt that this is a splendid opening for
missionary effort, as gospel work may be
carried on quite freely by Bro. Terry.
Brethren desirous of assisting should for­
ward moneys to F. T. Saunders, Botany-st.,
Randwick, Sydney.—J. I. Mudford, Acting
Secretary.

Baramati News.
We have still further records to make of

God's faithfulness to us in keeping us and
our little band of Christians in good health
through a rather trying part of the year, the
rainy season and the hot month that follows
it. So far this has been the best season we
have had since coming to Baramati, and it
seems as if the second or cold season crop
will be a good one, as have been the earlier
grain crops.

For years now the prices of food grains
have ruled about 50 per cent, above normal,
and already, on account of the good crops
just reaped, the price of the chief food
grain has got to its normal figure, for which
the poorer class of people will be much bet­
ter off, and the natural result is that wages
are rising and the people are more inde­
pendent of work, so that it is even difficult
to get them to come for ordinary wages on
building and such-like work. Famine prices
here always mean low wages, and at good
seasons the wages rule high.

We are now beginning a new series of
meetings at Baramati, on three evenings of
each week. Anandrao, one of the preach­
ers, has trained a number of the orphan
boys in singing, and they have the help of
a professional musician and drummer from
the town, so that they are able to make the
weird noises that pass for Indian music to
perfection, and they can thereby draw a
crowd at these evening gatherings. Indian
people will listen for hours to stories told to
the accompaniment of musical instruments,
and the Kirtan, or Song Service, is in great
favor with them. We feel that this will be
a better means of reaching numbers with the
gospel translated into song, than the aver­
age street preaching service that is regularly
held in certain parts of the streets of Bara­
mati. So that while three evenings will as
usual be devoted to the street preaching,
there will be other three evenings given up
to the Kirtan in our small reading room in 

the centre of the town. We shall be glad
to have a larger building for such purposes,
as it would be no trouble to fill it every
evening, provided we maintain a good
chorus of voices. The boys are also very
keen on such services. In fact, almost every
Indian is passionately fond of their own
music.

Sushilabai Powar, or Mrs. Sonawane, as
she is sometimes called, being the wife of
one of our preachers, has been appointed to
the post of head mistress of the Baramati
Girls’ School. This is run by the munici­
pality, and has an attendance of about 100
girls. She is the only woman in this place
that is capable of taking such a post, having
got the Government teacher’s diploma, en­
titling her to a post carrying rupees twenty
as salary. An educated Brahmin widow has
hitherto held this position, but has now
gone to Poona, and the authorities did not
like giving the place to a Christian teacher,
as the children are all Hindus, but they have
been obliged to do so. We trust that Sushi­
labai will be able to create a good feeling
towards Christianity in the hearts of these
little girls, and also be the means of open­
ing other homes to the gospel in this place.
Yours in gospel bonds,—-H. H. Strutton.

G. P. Pittman’s New Work.
I took over the work here from the

L.M.S. on Sept. 7. The change has been
effected without trouble or friction, and the
Christians seem to have taken kindly to the
new order of things. I am instructing them,
little by little, in the distinctive truths which
we hold, and I think they will soon be able
to obey intelligently. We have the right-of-
Way in this State in education and evangeli­
sation. All over the State of Dudhi there
are hundreds who have passed through our
schools, and we manage the only Teachers'
Training School in the State. Teachers pass
from this school to take charge of village
schools throughout the district. Three times
a week the teachers receive religious in­
struction. In the three boys’ schools, and
the girls' school, regular Bible teaching is
given. A number of our Christians are oc­
cupying Government situations in various
villages as teachers, postmasters, etc. We
have a promising village school at Kudri, 16
miles through the jungle from here. The
master is a Christian, and there is a house
for him, a room for the school, and a rest­
house for the visiting missionary. At an­
other village ten miles away in another di­
rection. we have a rest-house for visitors,
with rooms for a native worker. The mis­
sion compound at Dudhi covers 22 acres,
and includes a big well-built bungalow, a
chapel, boys’ school, girls’ school, and 27
small cottages for Christians and teachers.
There is a fine grove of mango trees and
a walled garden. The land and trees are let
to Christian tenants. At a little distance
from Dudhi we have a village with Chris­
tian and heathen tenants. If any heathen
outsider becomes a Christian, with no means
of support, we are able to give him land to
cultivate.—With kind regards, yours very
sincerely.—G. P. Pittman, Dudhi, Mirza-
pur Dist., U.P., India.
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The Restoration Movement.
A Study in Origins.
T. H. Scambier.

Concluded.

The Protestant denominations.
The eigth Henry delivered the kingdom

from the papal yoke, but did not do much
towards the reformation of religion. The
short reign of Edward the Sixth gave pro­
mise of a more extended reformation. Then
came a severe check in the brief but blood}'
reign of Mary. Upon the accession of
Elizabeth, the hopes of those who looked
for a complete reformation were high, but
were fated to disappointment. A great con­
troversy raged concerning the use of papal
forms and vestments in the Church of Eng­
land, and the name of Puritans began to be
given to those who opposed these relics of
Rome. The court party acknowledged the
Church of Rome as a true church, though
perhaps corrupt in some respects. Without
this admission, the English bishops could
not trace their succession to the apostles.
The decided reformers denied that the
Church of Rome was a true church at all.
Both parties admitted the Bible to be a com­
plete rule of faith. The reformers said it
was the authority in church government and
discipline also, while the court party claim­
ed that these things belonged to the juris­
diction of civil magistrates. The insistence
of the reform party upon the authority of
the Scriptures in all matters of doctrine and
practice became the means of an increasing
separation and of a growing reform.

But the Puritans themselves were not a
united people. There were among them
the Presbyterians, who denied the superior­
ity assumed by English bishops over the
elders. They asserted that bishops and eld­
ers were of the same order, and on the same
level in rank and authority. Hence they de­
nied the right claimed by the bishop, of ord­
ination, discipline, and government. The
Presbyterians, in this matter, were acting
upon the basic principle of the Reformation
—they were in accord with the Scriptures.
The episcopacy really depends upon the au­
thority of the church, and not of the Bible. 

But the Presbyterians were favorable to
the principle of established or national
churches, and at one period made a bold bid
to secure from the English Parliament a
civil sanction for their form of church gov­
ernment. Opposed to them, consequently,
we find another body, the Independents, or
Coiigregationalists. These people opposed
both the Episcopal and Presbyterian forms
of church government. In their view, a con­
gregation of Christians was independent
alike of bishop or governing body of pres­
byters, and was responsible only to the
Head of the church.

Here again we notice a distinct advance
along the lines of the great Reformation
principle—the authority of the Word of
God. It is somewhat difficult for us to un­
derstand why this formula, so readily ex­

pressed by all reformers, should have been
carried into effect so imperfectly. We must
remember, however, that we of to-day are
standing upon the shoulders of all who have
gone before, and a prospect readily seen at
our altitude could not be seen by them at
all. The}' raised the standard, but were so
bound by old habits and traditions that it
was not easy always to follow it.

Nor is it very patent to us to-day why
some of these churches should maintain a
separate existence. Dr. J. D. Jones, the
eminent Congregationalist who recently vis­
ited us, asserted that his denomination
stands, as it has always stood, for two
things pre-eminently—the deity of Christ,
and a regenerate church membership. Never
was there greater need than to-day for peo­
ple to maintain these things. But does this
distinguish the Congregational Church from
a number of others that might be named?
Surely not. This statement of the great
principles of the Congregational Church
only makes us feel the pity of a divided
Christendom.

Another body of Christians whose origin
belongs to the early reformation period is
the Baptist Church. A historian describes
the Baptists as “a denomination of Chris­
tians characterised by the maintenance of
the notion that immersion is the only au­
thorised and scriptural mode of baptism,
and that baptism can only be lawfully ad­
ministered to those who make a personal
profession of their faith, and thus, that in­
fant baptism is contrary to the Word of
God.”

We have never heard a Baptist define the
characteristics of the body in such limited
terms, but the above statement is at least
fair to the name worn by this distinguished
people.

We recently heard a Baptist minister say
that his church stands for the same great
truths as those claimed by Dr. Jones as the
raison d’etre of the Congregational Church,
to which they added a third, viz., the sup­
reme authority of the Word of God in all
matters of faith and practice. But that again
is not a distinguishing mark. We have seen
that this was the rallying cry of all the re­
formers. It was their theory, if not their
practice, and has been in evidence through­
out all the checkered history of the Refor­
mation.

The Methodists form another of our
great Protestant churches. The Methodist
movement began with the Church of Eng­
land, and was not intended to be a separate
organisation. The Wesleys, Whitfield, and
others became concerned, first of all, as to
their own spiritual condition, and then for
the condition of the Established Church.
Their work was intended to rebuke the car­
nality and lack of spirituality in the Church 

of England, and to call the people to a th
ough realisation of justification through
Christ. The work was at first carried on in
the church pulpits, but these were soon clos
ed to the reformers, and the separate organ"
isation was the result.

Theory and practice.

We have seen that the fundamental and
vital principle of the entire Reformation
movement was this: The Bible the only
rule of faith and practice. 7

We have seen that this principle, accepted
by all in theory, received only a partial ac­
ceptance in practice, and the attempt of
earnest men to extend its application con­
stantly led to the origin of new sects.

Mr. Hallam, in his Introduction to the
Literature of Europe, says that a constant
reproach cast by the Church of Rome upon
those who left her, is that when they had
stimulated the ignorant to reject the au­
thority of the church, they instantly with­
drew liberty of judgment, and punished,
even with death, those who presumed to
swerve from the new lines they had drawn.

Another well-known authority says:
“Protestantism owns two fundamental prin­
ciples—that the Bible contains the sole rule
of faith, and that it is the right of every
one, without respect of person, to judge of
that rule with all the aids which divine
grace, reason, and conscience can inspire.
At the same time it may be noticed that,
generally, in practice, each church possesses
certain standards of belief to which it is
expected its members will adhere.” (Cham­
ber’s Encyclonedia.)

As examples, two references will suf­
fice, one of which has already been given.
Infant baptism has commonly been accept­
ed, though admittedly without scriptural
authority.

The denominations have all selected a de­
nominational name in direct contravention
of the New Testament.

The Restoration Movement.
In the early part of the nineteenth cen­

tury, a number of men, in England and Am­
erica, were beginning to feel the inadequacy
of the work done by the Protestant Refor­
mation, especially in view of the bitterness
displayed by the various sects towards one
another. They made a demand for a closer
adherence to the great principle of Protest­
antism, involving a return to primitive
Christianity, in its doctrines, its ordinances,
and its fruits. ,

Among the leaders were such men as t
Haldanes in England, and ’n, Ame7Cr
Thomas Campbell and his son Alexan »
Walter Scott and Barton Stone. In 1 9
Thomas Campbell drew up the famo
“Declaration and Address,”--a documen
setting forth the reasons for the move,
they had inaugurated. “ Our desire,
said, “for ourselves and our brethren w
be, that rejecting human opinions an
inventions of men, as of any autnori y,
as having any place in the chuJcVfr ^on-
we might forever cease from tart
tentions about such things, return g 
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and holding fast by the original standard;
taking the Divine Word alone for our rule-
the Holy Spirit for our teacher and guide
to lead us into all truth; and Christ alone as
exhibited in the Word, for our salvation
that, by so doing, we may be at peace among
ourselves, follow peace with all men, and
holiness, without which no man shall see the
Lord.”

There is nothing new in this simple state­
ment. We have met it again and again in
the history of the Reformation. But it was
now recognised that the principle had not
been adhered to, and it was resolved to at­
tempt a complete return to the original
unity, peace, and purity of the Church of
Christ. “ Nothing was to be received as a
matter of faith and duty, for which there
could not be produced a Thus saith the
Lord, either in express terms, or by approv­
ed Scripture precedent.”

Now this was not easy. The earty train­
ing of the leaders in this movement made
some of the demands particularly heavy.
We have already seen how Luther failed in
some instances, when the maxim that the
Bible is the sole authority clashed with
cherished ideas, such as infant baptism. The
same question presented itself to Thomas
Campbell. He made a complete and public
investigation of the issues. His examination
of the matter was so impartial, that a num­
ber of hearers became convinced that infant
baptism was unscriptural. Mr. Campbell
came to the same conclusion, and though the
decision meant the surrender of old and
dear convictions; meant also the with­
drawal of a number who had attached
themselves to the movement, infant baptism
was declared to be without support in the
Word of God, and was abandoned.

This, then, is the movement with which
we are identified. We are Christians who
plead for a restoration of the Christianity
of the apostles.

Our position is simply stated: Where the
Scriptures speak, we speak; where the
Scriptures are silent, we are silent.”

We wear no denominational name, be-
cause the Scriptures condemn human names
unsparingly. 1 Cor. 1: 11-13» 3: 3> 4-

We preach the message of the Word of
God—faith in the Lord Jesus as the Sav­
iour and Redeemer; repentance toward
God ; and baptism in the name of the Lord
Jesus for the remission of sins. Acts 10.
30, 31; 2: 38, etc.

We observe the Lords Supper every
Lord’s day. 1 Cor. II: 23-26; Acts 20. 7.

We teach that unless a man is born ot
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter into
the kingdom of God. John 3: 5.

We pray for the unity of all God s peo­
ple in one body. John 17: 21.

All of these things, and others that might
be enumerated, are demanded of us by our
loyalty to the Word of God.

It has never been claimed that we under­
stand the Christian institution completely.
Our movement has been progressive. Sec s
that have been established upon definite
creeds and confessions of faith are limited
in the nature of the case to these state­

ments. No such boundaries confined our
pioneers as they started out on their work.
They realised that their knowledge was im­
perfect—they had much to learn. And as
new light came to them, it was received with
joy. The doors of the heart were held open
for more.

As an instance of this, when our breth­
ren first began to plead for a return to ap­
ostolic Christianity, the subject of baptism
was not understood as we think we under­
stand it now. It was some time, before im­
mersion was submitted to by those who
were, leading the van, and years passed be­
fore the Scripture teaching upon the design
of baptism was understood and accepted.
And when these men began to see that this
ordinance is the “appointed means through
which the penitent sinner obtained an as­
surance of pardon, or remission of sins, pro­
cured for him by the sufferings and death
of Christ,” they did not for some time real­
ise their duty to call upon believing peni­
tents to be baptised with this purpose in
view.

Hence our work is progressive. We still
pray that the Spirit may lead us into all
truth. The Bible contains the full and com­
plete revelation of the will of God to man.
Our understanding of that revelation, how­
ever, is imperfect. We have much to learn.
But wc believe that in our teaching and
practice we are substantially at one with the
early apostles. And we seek to restore com­
pletely the Christianity of the New Testa­
ment.

We occupy a unique position. We have a
great mission. We are intrusted with a
great message. It is worth}' of our study,
till it thrills and controls us, as it assuredly
will if we learn to know it. It is worthy of
being placed before the attention of all men
everywhere, until all come to see the need
of a restoration of primitive Christianity;
until all men are enrolled under Christ’s
banner; wear his name alone, acknow­
ledge his authority, and worship him in the
beauty of holiness.

SUNDAY. DECEMBER 20.
Gems of Thought.—" Remember the Sabbath

day, to keep it holy" (Exod. 20: 8).
No Sabbath, no worship; no worship, no re­

ligion; no religion, no morals; no morals, then
—pandemonium.—Crawford Johnson. .

Bible Reading.—Exod. 20: l-Ii: Sinai s law.
MONDAY, DECEMBER 21.

Gems of Thought.—" So Moses the servant of
the Lord died there in the land of Moab, accord
ing to the word of the Lord" (Dent. 34: S').

In law, Moses rises above Justinian and Black­
stone and Story, as some Matterhorn rises above
the low-browed hills.—Hillis.

Bible Reading.—Deut. 34: 1-8: Death of Moses.
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 22.

Gems of Thought.—“ Not slothful in business,
fervent in spirit, serving the Lord” (Rom. 12: 11).

“What are you doing there?” asked a neighbor
as he came into the shop where a Christian black­
smith with strong arm was beating the white iron
on the anvil and making the sparks fly in every
direction. “ I am preaching the gospel to the re­
gions beyond,” he replied, as he continued to
swing his heavy hammer. His was a holy calling;
the ring of his hammer was as sweet to God as
an angel’s harp, and that smoky shanty was a
palace in which God delighted. So every man's
business may be a voice proclaiming the Lamb of
God.—A. C. Dixon.

Bible Reading.—Rom. 12: 7-13: Business and
Christianity.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 23.
Gems of Thought.—“ He exhorted them that

with purpose of heart they would cleave unto the
Lord" (Acts 11; 23).

A man’s purpose of life should be like a river,
which was horn of a thousand little rills in the
mountains, and when at last it reached its man­
hood in the plains, though, if you watch it, you
shall see little eddies that seem as if they had
changed their minds, and were going back again
to the mountains, yet all its mighty current flows,
changeless to the sea. If you build a dam across
it. in a few hours it will go over it with a voice
of victory. If tides check it at its mouth, it is
only that, when they ebb, it can sweep on again to
the ocean.—Beecher.

Bible Reading.—Acts 11: 22-26: The place of
purpose in life.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24.
Gems of Thought.—“ Go home to thy friends

and tell them how great things the Lord hath
done for thee" (Mark 5: 19).

If you want your neighbor to know what the
Christ can do for him, let him see what he has
done for you.—Beecher.

Bible Reading.—Mark 5: 1-19: Living for the
Lord in the home.

The Family Altar
Candaotcd by M K. Davit,

Pros tho “Christian Standard,1

CHRISTMAS.
The birth of our Christ was like the rising of

the sun after a long, dark, stormy night. So loud
was the voice of the thunder, so vivid were the
lightnings’ flashes, and so furious were the winds,
that every heart feared and trembled, and longed
and prayed for the dawning of the day. ft looked
as if it would never come. That awful night
seemed to be an everlasting night. But it did
come; and the little child, sobbing in its mother’s
arms, ceased to sob; the anxious mother became
herself again, and strong men, unused to fear,
looked toward the sun-glinted hills of the east.
and rejoiced at the end of that fearful night. Even
so, when men were wrapped in a moral and spir­
itual gloom, darker than nature ever knew, the
“ Sun of Righteousness” came with healing in his
wings, and gave us light and life, hope and
heaven, and well may we celebrate that great
event this week.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25.
Gems of Thought.—“ Unto you is born this day

in the city of David, a Saviour, which is Christ
the Lord” (Luke 2; 11).

O Brother mine of birth divine,
Upon this natal day of Thine
Bear with our stress of happiness.
Nor count our reverence the less
Because with glee and jubilee
Our hearts go singing up to Thee.

Let us not simply sing of Christ’s birth, but
make of our hearts a birthplace for him, cradle
his spirit in us, watch it tenderly, and make it
grow till in our lives shall be ripe, rich fruit, kin­
dred to that which perfected him.—J. F. I Cure.

Bible Reading.—Luke 2: 8-14: Birth of the
Christ.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26.
Gems of Thought.—■“ This beginning of mir­

acles did Jesus in Cana of Galilee: and manifested
his glory; and his disciples believed on him”
(John 2: 11).

The divinity of Christ might be likened to elec­
tricity, and his miracles to lightning bolts. These
bolts only manifest the electric force which is
everywhere, and which, in these bolts, becomes
visible Dr a moment.—Gregg.

Bible Reading.—John 2: lit; Miracles mani-
testing the Christ.



THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. December 24, I9j4

Correspondents are requested to condense their reports as much as possible.

New Zealand.
NELSON.—The mid-week prayer meeting was

well attended, as also was the morning service on
Sunday. The evening service saw our chapel full,
when Bro. Mathieson delivered a grand appeal in
the cause of temperance. At the close of the ser­
vice one young lady made the good confession.
On Monday evening a special baptismal service
was held, Bro. Mathieson officiating. The En­
deavor Society did not hold their usual meeting
this week.—H.B.L., Dec. 10.

WELLINGTON SOUTH.—Last Sunday we
celebrated our Bible School anniversary. The
chapel was nicely decorated. In the morning Bro.
Jarvis, of Kilbirnie, spoke. At night the building
was crowded, and the singing of the children was
much appreciated. A duet by Muriel Callam and
Edna Wiles (both under five years) was a special
feature. Bro. Phillips spoke in the afternoon and
at night. A collection in aid of the Belgian Fund
realised £10. On Tuesday the public meeting was
held, and again the building was crowded out.
Bro. Callam, the superintendent, presided, and the
report of the secretary, Bro. Inkersell, showed
that the school was in a healthy state. Bro. Phil­
lips presented the prizes. The anniversary was
one of the most successful yet held, and reflects
great credit on Mr. Thomas, conductor; Miss
Pritchard, organist; and Mr. Weston, who coach­
ed the dialogues and recitations. We are pleased
to state that at the election held yesterday, Bro.
R. A. Wright was returned for Wellington Sub­
urbs by a majority of 981.

Queensland,
ANNERLEY.—On Lord’s day morning, Dec.

6, Bro. Nightingale gave a fine exhortation on
" Hope—Singing in the Dark Hours.” We were
pleased to have the fellowship of Bro. Oldfield.
At night Bro. Nightingale conducted an in mem-
oriam service in memory of our late Bro. T. A.
Byrne. There was a large attendance, and the
service was a very impressive one. T. Martin
gave us a helpful talk at the mid-week meeting
on “ Bible Clouds.” Yesterday morning W.
Trudgian gave a helpful exhortation on Rev. 1:
10. W. McCallum presented the gospel message
at night.—A.R., Dec. 14.

IPSWICH.—The church is making good pro­
gress of late, thanks to Bro. Cumming for very
acceptable assistance. On Nov. 1 Bro. Burrows,
of Brisbane, gave a very searching address. We
are looking forward to a visit from Bro. Way, the
organising secretary.—M.A.B., Dec. 14.

ZILLMERE. Since last report the work has
been maintained by Bro. Morton, while some of
our Brisbane brethren have kindly helped us at
our morning meetings. On Nov. 29, J. Swan ex­
horted very acceptably. On December 5, we held
our S.S. picnic. At 8 o’clock the same evening
a number of the church members and their
friends met in the chapel to welcome our esteem­
ed Bro. Plucknctt back from England. Bro.
Morton made an excellent chairman for the even­
ing, and in welcoming Bro. Plucknett made some
very fitting remarks. Welcome speeches were
given by Bren. Stabe (church), Somerville (Y.P.
Class), Bruce (Sunday School). Bro. Plucknett
responded in a very appropriate manner, giving
us some idea of his travels. The speeches were
interspersed by a solo, duet, trio, and quartette.
On Sunday aflernoon, Dec. 6, we held our SjS.
anniversary. S. Trudgian, of Brisbane, addressed 

the school. A fair number of parents and friends
were present. The scholars did excellently, and
our brother quite captivated the scholars with his
talk on “ Paul’s Letter to Timothy,” “take heed
to thyself.” Bro. Morton preached the gospel at
night. On the 13th Bro. Fischer exhorted, and
Bro. Morton preached.—J. Bruce.

HAWTHORNE.—Eleven of those who stepped
out during the mission have been baptised. Sev­
eral more will follow later. One young girl con­
fessed Christ on Sunday evening, S. Trudgian
preaching. The Bible School continues to thrive
under Bro. Huntley’s leadership. We will have
to provide more accommodation for the large
number of children attending. Building the chapel
in a day has created a good impression in the
suburb. We gratefully acknowledge receipt of
the following sums of money: Mrs. Sloggett,
10/-; Mr. and Mrs. Colvin, £1: Mr. J. Simpson,
£1; Mr. and Mrs. J. Asmus, £2; Mr. Geo. Sher­
man, £1; Miss B. Chappell, £1; Mr. E. Philips, £1;
Mr. Cannon, 10/-; “Friend, Isolated,” 4/6; Mrs.
E. Clapham, £1/1/-; Mr. W. Mills, £1; Mr. L.
Gole, £2, additional; Mr. H. Berlin, £1; Mrs. W.
Bade, 10/-; Mr. G. Cane, £1; Mr. J. J. F. Hin-
richsen, 10/-; Miss E. Hoffman, 10/-; Mr. F. Old­
field, 10/-; Miss M. McCoriston, £1/10/6; Mr. E.
Slaughter, £3/3/-; Mr. and Mrs. Gordon, £1; Mr.
Wiffler, £1; Mrs. E. Gager, 10/-; Miss Bridges,
10/-; Mr. Coward, £1; collection at the opening
service of the new building, £4/7/-. Note that £1
credited to E. Sharp, was given by W. G. Green.
If any other friends have sent money which has
not been acknowledged, they would oblige by
writing particulars at once.—W. H. Nightingale,
32 St. James-st., Petrie Terrace, Brisbane.

MOUNT WALKER.—We continue to have
good meetings. During the year we have had
several visitors, including Miss Tilley, who gave
a very interesting talk about Foreign Mission
work; also Mrs. Ladbrook, from New Zealand.
The church has now a membership of 39 mem­
bers. Bro. Pratt, our evangelist, visits us fort­
nightly, and is building up the church by very
thoughtful exhortations.—A.W.R., Dec. 17.

South Australia.
YORK.—Since last report one has been receiv­

ed by letter from Hindmarsh, and one by faith
and baptism. The Children’s Day exercise was
rendered on the 6th; this was a successful meet­
ing, and the offering was £3/17/-. The choir have
reorganised under the baton of C. Fiedler. The
Dorcas held their annual meeting on the 9th; this
was quite a fine meeting. Delegates from kin­
dred societies were present with greetings. The
York Singing Class, which is practically, our
church choir, has been giving concerts in aid of
the local poor; the results have been gratifying.
The C.E. has held good meetings of late. The
members have gone to a “rest home” to-night to
give cheer to the inmates. The social committee
are busy relieving the poor and cheering the sick.
The annual church meeting will be held on Jan.
12. Bro. Tatam is contemplating a trip to the
Old Country in the new year.—E.J.P., Dec. 14.

STRATHALBYN.—The writer has taken up
the work here for three months. Last Lord’s day
he was welcomed by the church. About 24
broke bread, and a fine number were at the gospel
service at night. We are looking forward to sea­
sons of refreshing from the Lord during our
short stay together, and trust that the Lord’s work
will be extended.—Arnold M. Whittenbury.

GLENELG.—On Friday, December ’n the
Young Ladies’ Gymnastic Class gave a social
evening and demonstration. The members of the
Young Men’s Class were invited, and thoroughly
enjoyed themselves. Mrs. Elder (the instruct­
ress) and Miss Bolton are to be congratulated on
the splendid progress made. On the 17th, the
Young People’s Classes entertained the members
of the church at a Christmas social. The hall
was tastefully decorated with flags. Short
speeches were given by the president of the Young-
Men’s Class (E. W. Pittman), W. Burford, and
Randall Pittman, from Victoria. The young
ladies also took the opportunity of making a pres­
entation to their president, Mrs. E. W. Pittman.
Our day kindergarten held its Christmas tree and
demonstration on Wednesday last. On Sunday,
20th, the Congregational School, following the
usual practice, paid a visit to our school. An in­
teresting address was given by Mr. Raynor. These
visits, which are reciprocal, are conducive of much
good.—Chas. Ferris.

STIRLING EAST & ALDGATE VALLEY.—
Since last report we have had the annual meeting
of the Endeavor Society. The chapel was taste­
fully decorated, under the direction of Sister
Bawden. Bro. W. Taylor, of Semaphore, deliv­
ered an excellent address on the early closing of
liquor bars. The president, on behalf of the soci­
ety, presented Mr. W. Halliday with a nice lamp
as a manifestation of their appreciation for prac­
tical service rendered during the year. The sec­
retaries’ report was encouraging. The sisters of
both churches are this week forwarding a large
parcel of garments, made by them for the Bel­
gian refugees.—T.E.

OWEN.—Meetings continue about the same
since last report. Have had with us Bro. Pittman,
from Glenelg; Bro. Jones, from Lochiel; Bren.
Whitenbury and Coventry, from Adelaide. Bro.
Wilson has retired from Moonta, and next Tues­
day evening we meet to bid him Godspeed, as he
has been engaged to take up the work with the
Church of Christ, Wallaroo.—W.J.M., Dec. 21.

KADINA.— Thursday last was celebrated as
Children’s Day. In the afternoon they had their
tea, followed in the evening by a concert, when
the scholars received their rewards. A collection
was taken up, amounting to £1. This morning we
had only a small attendance around the Lord’s
table. W. Slee gave the exhortation, This even­
ing Bro. Verco’s subject was “Jesus the Revealer
of God.”-—Jas. H. Thomas, Dec. 20.

QUEENSTOWN.—Fair attendance of mem­
bers around the Lord’s table. We had Sister M.
Blackwell, from Milang, with us. Bro. Fhtcroft
presided, and Bro. Coin addressed on Matt. 2: 1-
15. In the afternoon we were pleased to have
our superintendent, A. H. Harris, back with us,
he has been on holiday. In the evening D. A.
Ewers preached on “ God with us,” to a fair audi­
ence.—H. Watkins, Dec. 20.

CHICAGO.—The work has been most pros­
perous in the above branch, more particularly in
the Sunday School. On Sunday, 27th inst, we
celebrate our first anniversary, and welcome all
visitors. We emphasise that we will be pleased
to see all who have given personal help (during
the past twelve months) present on the occasion.
Bro. I. A. Paternoster will have charge of the
afternoon service, and Bro. Garrett will preach at
night. Miss Minnie Leedham will act as pianist,
and also render solos. The number of scholars
at commencement of school was ten; now the roll
shows forty names.—H. R. Reynolds.

HINDMARSH.—On Tuesday evening, Dec.
14. the quarterly Junior Sunday School social was
held. Games were played outdoors, refreshments
provided, and a very enjoyable time was spent.
On Saturday afternoon the kinders held their an­
nual Christmas treat. The teachers spared no
trouble to make the occasion a great success. On
Sunday morning Bro. Geo. Wilson addressed the
church. At the afternoon school 250 were pres-
ent. In the evening a Christmas service was held.
During the week Sister Caudle passed away, after
many years of patient suffering. The funeral tooK
place on Sunday afternoon in the Hindmars’
Cemetery, conducted by Bro. Cuttriss. The choir
sang "Lead, Kindly Light," and “Nearer, my



December 24, 1914.
THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN. 853

t^alUhJse'who^^X-J.LR deePeSt Sympathy

evening on.December 13. Jn the afternooon the
second anniversary of the Adult Bible Class was
held, when at the request of the committee, Bro
Thomas, gave an interesting talk on his eight
years with the church at Grote-st. Bro. and Sis­
ter Perkins, and Sister Taylor, of Bendigo, were
with us all day. On Monday a splendid concert
was given, under the auspices of the C.E. Society,
by Herr Mussme and his pupils in aid of
Christmas cheer. Tuesday was the annual ban­
quet of the Adelphian Society, when a fine even­
ing was spent. The speeches were of a high
order, and snowed the improvement of our mem-
bers. On Saturday, the teachers and friends pro­
vided Christmas trees for. our kindergarten and
Junior schools. About 150 children were thus
made happy. To-day Bro. Thomas spoke at both
services, delivering sermons appropriate to the
Christmas, season. The choir gave several suit­
able selections at night, and provided a most help­
ful musical service. They rendered the beautiful
anthem, “And the glory,” and a magnificent ren­
dering of the " Hallelujah Chorus.” We are in­
debted to Bro. Gard and the choir for such wor­
thy service. An offering was taken for Christmas
cheer. We are commencing next Sunday (weather
permitting) to hold our evening service in the
open air. Lighting and seating have been arrang­
ed, and we believe this will be the means of reach­
ing many who do not now attend.

NARA COORTE.—The school met en masse
to-day, instead of having their usual class sessions,
for the purpose of holding a Christmas service.
Several parents and visitors encouraged us with
their presence. Recitations and choruses were
given by the scholars in a pleasing manner. The
gospel service to-night was considerably bright­
ened, and the writer greatly helped by the attend­
ance of our newly-formed choir. Christmas carols
rendered by them were appreciated by a large
congregation. Bro. Harry Farrow, of Grote-st,
assisted in the service. Friends will be pleased to
know that Sister Mrs. Hawkes, who recently un­
derwent a serious operation, is now making good
recovery.—P. Warhurst, Dec. 20.

MURRAY BRIDGE.—Since last report we
have lost one by transfer. Meetings continue to
be well attended. The Bible School is growing,
and we are making preparations for our first an­
niversary, to be held in January, or early, in Feb­
ruary. We have just finished, some improve­
ments to the building, which givc.it a more fin­
ished appearance inside. The meetings at Hillside
continue to be well attended, and the interest
maintained. Good meetings here to-day. Sister
L. Shipway, from Goolwa, met with. us. Sister
Mrs. C. Grundy has been very ill, and is an inmate
of the hospital.—J.T.

BALAKLAVA.—December 20, fair meetings.
At our meeting for worship F. Hollams presided.
Bro. Ewers exhorted on "The Birth of Christ.
Pleased to have G. Stevens back with us again,
also S. Curtis, from the College of the Bible. The
choir sang the beautiful hymn, Christians,
Awake.” At our gospel service Bro Ewers sub­
ject was “Christmas without Christ. The choir
rendered the anthem “ O come, all ye faithful.
Bro. Doley sang “Knocking, knocking, who is
there?” At the close of the gospel service a sac­
red concert in aid of the Red Cross Society was
held in the Institute. A collection of £6 was taken
up. The different choirs of the town took part,
and rendered several vocal items. On Friday
night the Young Men’s Club, assisted by lady
friends, gave a miscellaneous programme, admis­
sion being by a pound of produce to assist needy
families in the town. As a result about tzolbs. o
goods will be distributed through the local Benev- 

School attendance good; 186 scholars.

13, the meetings were good. In the morning J.
Taylor presided, and D. E. Ewers exhorted. Bible
School attendance good; 186 scholars. At t e
gospel service Dr. J. C. Verco preached On Dec.
20, J. S. H. Ferris presided, and H. J. Horsell ex­
horted. The Bible School held a Christmas af­

olent Society.—P.H.R.
NORTH CROYDON—On Lord’s day,. Dec.

ternoon. Lily Porter, Howard Manuel, and Al­
bert Porter rendered recitations, and Lily Ing­
ham, Winnie Cooley, songs. Warren Cosh gave
an address, “ Christmas and Jesus.” At the gos­
pel service H. J. Horsell preached on "The True
Christmas Spirit.”—J.S.H.F.

MILE END.—The kindergarten teachers ar­
ranged a tea for the scholars this year instead of
the usual Christmas tree entertainment, and in
view of the distress abroad requested the scholars
to bring presents of toys and left off clothing to
be distributed to the poor of the neighborhood.
It was held yesterday afternoon, and. the response
to our appeal exceeded our expectations; quite a
large lot of useful clothing, some toys and some
money were brought. They will be distributed as
far as possible in the district, and anything left
will be forwarded to the City Mission. We had
Bro. Ingham with us this morning to address the
church. This afternoon the annual distribution
of prizes, awarded to those who had gained the
highest number of marks in each class in the Bi­
ble School, took place, when Bro. Ingham was
with us again to say a few words to the children.
A. M. Ludbrook preached the gospel to-night.—
M., Dec. 20.

New South Wales
MEREWETHER.—On Lord's day Bro. Fret­

well exhorted the church to noble life and deeds.
He also preached at the evening service. Subject,
“ The Great Salvation,” which was handled in a
masterly fashion. Sorry to report our Bro. Nes­
bit’s sickness, and pray for his speedy recovery.—
Jos. Fraser.

TAREE.—Services poorly attended, owing to
heat on Lord’s day. H. Edwards addressed the
church in the morning from Numbers 23: 10. G.
E. Burns delivered a baptismal sermon at night,
speaking from John 3: 5. At the close of the
gospel service one lady made the good confession.
—T.T.M., Dec. 15.

WINGHAM.—The church meeting on Lord’s
day morning was poorly attended, twelve meeting
to break bread. A. G. Cameron gave a very good
address on "The Ups and Downs of David,”
speaking from the spirit displayed in the 102nd
and 103rd Psalms.—T.T.M., Dec. 15.

INVERELL.—Last Thursday evening our
meeting for prayer was nicely attended. Yester­
day Bro. Waters addressed the church on “ Being
in the Spirit,” from Rev. 1: 10. In the afternoon
he journeyed to Swanbrook, where about forty
assembled to hear the word of life. This is new
ground, and gives much promise. In the evening
we had a talk to Christians on “ Being bought
with a price.” We had with us Bro. Gibson, from
Merewcther, in fellowship. Sister Nott was with
us again, after an illness extending over some
eight weeks. The Bible School with its branches
has taken up the matter of Bible School collec­
tion enthusiastically.—H. Wilson Cust, Dec. 14.

ERSKINEVILLE.—The projected primary hall
at Erskineville became a reality on Dec. 3. At 6
a.m. brethren had arrived from Rockdale, Strath­
field, and Chatswood. These were followed dur­
ing the day by members from several of our
churches. The fact that Bro. Graham was in
charge, is due the success of the undertaking.
With only two carpenters present in the morning,
and five in the afternoon, the building went up,
helped by a miscellaneous collection of men and
boys, girls and matrons. The walls were up by
lunch time. By dusk the walls were boarded, and
the floor completed. Then a cheer announced the
commencement of nailing on the iron, and the
hammering continued till 11 p.m. Next day the
hall was in use. Ten new teachers were put into
service. Miss L. Taylor is the capable primary
superintendent. Mr. F. Taylor is the general sup­
erintendent, and Mr. E. Taylor is treasurer. To
the Taylor family the school is very greatly in­
debted. They are Enmore members. Thanks are
also due to Mr. G. Chapman, who fixed the elec­
tric light to work by, to the ladies who provided
meals, and the workers who came from Hurst-
villc, Petersham, Marrickville, City Temple, Lid-
combe, and St. Peters. The building is 46ft. by
24ft.

PETERSHAM.—At our morning meeting on
December 13, we had a splendid address by Bro.
Walden. At the gospel meeting, after a sermon
by Bro. Poole, one lady made the good confes­
sion, and three were baptised. On Monday, a
social gathering was held in the chapel, when Sis­
ter Ida Pearce and Edward Ansell were presented
with a very nice eight-day time-piece on the eve
of their marriage, by teachers, C.E. and choir. The
wedding took place in the chapel on the 19th, Bro.
Poole officiating. Both bride and bridegroom are
held in very high esteem. They received a very
fine lot of presents. The festival was kept up in
Leichhardt town hall. On Dec. 16 the church
social was held. A good programme was present­
ed by the choir, and a very happy time was spent.
We were pleased to have Bro. Illingworth with
us on Dec. 20, to give the exhortation. At the
gospel meeting suitable Christmas hymns were
sung, and an anthem by the choir. Bro. Poole was
the preacher.—T.I., Dec. 21.

NORTH SYDNEY.—On Sunday, Dec. 20, at
the breaking of bread in the morning, Bro. Bland
presided, and Bro. Day, of Marrickville, gave a
most encouraging address on “ Running the race
that is set before us.” In the evening Bro. Old­
field gave a most interesting address on the “Life
and Work of the Greatest of Reformers,” and
this was followed by a baptismal service. Dur
ing the last few weeks we have had a total of
eight confessions and baptisms, and also have re­
ceived Miss I. Stenning, of Adelaide, into our fel­
lowship.—Cyril T. Garrett, Dec. 20.

ENMORE.—We had a fine stirring address in
the morning, on Luke r: 53, by Bro. Poole, from
Petersham. We were pleased to have with us, as
visitor, Sister Pittman, from Subiaco, W.A. Bro.
Illingworth spoke in the evening on Isaiah 9: 5-7.
The choir sang Christmas carols from 6.45 to 7,
and our new conductor, Mr. Heaton, sang a solo.
The music was much appreciated. This year's
Christmas tree for the poor children of the dis­
trict promises to be a success, as large numbers
of toys have been handed in.—E.L.

MOSMAN.—Good meetings all day. Bro.
Price exhorted the church in the morning, when
a young lady, Miss Weir, was received into fel­
lowship, whom we are all glad to welcome into
our midst. Visitors, Bro. and Sister Cust and
Bro. Peck were also welcomed. At night Bro.
Walden preached a grand address to an apprecia­
tive audience, his subject being “The old-time re­
ligion.”—M.O., Dec. 20.

HAMILTON.—On last Sunday evening the
church appointed Bren. R. T. Creek, R. Fraser
and A. W. Jinks to meet the officers of the Mere-
wether church with a view to extending and
strengthening the cause in Hamilton.

HORNSBY.—On Lord's day, Dec. 13, Bro. Rofe
presided at the morning meeting. Several visit­
ors were present. Bro. Rossell exhorted on “Je­
sus Christ, the same yesterday, to-day, and for
ever.” The gospel was preached at night by Bro.
Payne. On Wednesday, Dec. 9, the anniversary
of the Young People’s Union was held. Splendid
attendance; good programme rendered by lead­
ing artists; collection amounting to over £3 do­
nated to Belgian Relief Fund. A Christmas tree
for kindergarten children last Saturday was well
attended—54 children present, besides teachers
and parents. Elder Crosthwaite presided on Sun­
day last;. Bren. Morton and Garden exhorted.
Several visitors were present. Sunday School at­
tendance below the average, owing to holidays.
F. T. Webber, Chatswood, preached the gospel at
night, owing to Bro. Payne’s absence on holidays.
—L.J.P., Dec. 21.

Victoria.
CASTLEMAINE.— On Lord's day, Dec. 5, our

evangelist, Bro. Clipstone, was unable, through
illness, to take the services. Bro. Andrews gave
the word of exhortation at the morning service,
Bro. Stewart taking the evening service. We are
pleased to be able to say that our brother is well
again, and was in his place at the services yester­
day. Bro. Larsen, of Maryborough, in response

Continued on page 856.
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Obituary.
WHEATON.—On the 22nd of last September.

Bro. Joseph Wheaton, of McLaren Vale, S.A.,
passed away with a glorious hope of an eternity
with his Lord. Bro. Wheaton when a young man
was baptised at Grote-st., by T. J. Gore. His
home for over thirty years has been at McLaren
Vale, and although seven miles from Willunga,
he was one of the faithful members of the church
meeting there. He has worked hard, prayed of­
ten, and sacrificed much in the interests of his
Master’s cause. At times Bro. Wheaton has been
the chief cause for the maintenance of the work
at Willunga. The closing months of our brother’s
life were marked with very severe suffering, but
although it was so long and intense, yet he bore
it cheerfully and patiently. He was of a remark­
ably bright disposition, and his cheerful endur­
ance was indeed a lesson to all. Our sympathy is
extended to his wife, son and relatives. May the
hope for the future be the comfort for the present.
—E. Jacobs.

WOOD.—Our Sister Mrs. Sarah Wood was
called home on Saturday, Dec. 12. She had been
for some years a member of the church at Grote-
st. For many months she has been afflicted, and
the end came as a great relief to her. We com­
mend her husband and children to the loving care
of our sympathising Father. May they all meet
her where no suffering or parting shall be, when
we stand with the redeemed at last.—J. E.
Thomas, Adelaide, S.A.

WATTS.—We regret to report the death of
Mrs. Ellenor Emma Watts, who died in the Ade­
laide Hospital early on October 29, after a very
painful illness. Our sister had reached the age
of 54 years, and for more than 20 years she had
been a member of the church. She first joined
the church at Balaklava, in which town she re­
sided for some time. She united with us at
Grote-st. some years ago, and was a faithful and
earnest Christian. She was a loving and devoted
wife and mother, and sought by her life in the
home to be a blessing as well as a help to her
loved ones. She leaves a husband and a large
family, all of whom arc grown up. One of her
sons left for the war just before her death.
Her dear ones can cherish the memory of a good
and loving mother. May they all have the grace
to follow the Saviour she loved, and to meet her
at last where no parting ever comes. We laid her
body in the West Terrace Cemetery on Oct. 30.
We deeply sympathise with all that mourn.—Jas.
E. Thomas.

GILMOUR.—The Churches of Christ in New
South Wales have lost the services of Robert C.
Gilmour, evangelist. He was called home after a
prolonged illness on December 11, at the age of
69 years. Our esteemed brother came from Scot­
land to Australia in 1854. On the first Sunday in
December, 1864, he was immersed by the late Bro.
Walter James. He united with the church then
meeting in Pitt-st., Sydney. In 1871 he went to
Adelaide to prepare himself for the ministry of
the gospel, and associated himself with the train­
ing class conducted by T. J. Gore and H. S. Earl.
He was ever after an active worker and preacher
amongst the disciples of Christ. For over fifty
years he devoted his gifts most earnestly to the
cause of New Testament Christianity. His labors
covered a wide range, as he was employed in
evangelistic work in S.A., N.S.W., Queensland
and New Zealand. He was a well-read man, and
understood his Bible and the plea we love thor­
oughly He was a fluent speaker, and could give
at times masterly addresses. In addition to his
labors amongst the churches he was an ardent ad­
vocate of total abstinence for .the individual and,
prohibition for the State His later years were
spent in fellowship with the Enmore church. At
the funeral, amongst other mourners, were a num­
ber of preachers, namely, G. H. Browme, J.
Clydesdale, F. Collins, C. T. Forscutt, H. Kings­
bury, C. C. S. Rush. G. T. Walden, m addition to
the writer, most of whom took part in the ser­
vice. He leaves a widow and four sons, all grown
rp and members of the church We extend to
them the sincere sympathy of the brotherhood in
New South Wales.—A.E.I., Dec. 12.

BINNEY.—Joseph Binney departed from this
life on December 2, 1914, at the home of his bro­
ther Jack, at Langhorne’s Creek, S.A. He was
born at Langhorne’s Creek on March 11, 1884.
The writer first met him some years ago at the
home of his parents, when evangelist at Strathal-
byn, and was able to influence him to accept
Christ as his Saviour. He was baptised by L. H.
Crosby on July 12, 1903, and united with the
church at Strathalbyn. His decision was sincere.
Salvation to him meant service. He determined
to give his life in preaching the gospel. In order
to properly equip himself he went to U.S. Amer­
ica, and entered Bethany College. He remained
there 18 months, returning home on the death of
his father, in order to he near his mother. After­
ward he spent two and a half years at our Col­
lege of the Bible in Melbourne, meanwhile
preaching for the churches at Colac and Paken-
ham. He was subsequently associated with H. G.
Harward in mission work in Victoria and New
Zealand. He also assisted Bro. Kingsbury in Vic­
toria, and Bro. Mudford at Brisbane, in evangel­
istic services. For some time he toured New Zea­
land for the C.W.B.M., organising and preaching,
and for nine months served the church at Kaitan-
gata as evangelist. His last field of labor was at
Preston, Victoria, where he was much esteemed.
He was a sweet singer, and a good preacher. He
was loved by all who knew him. After his opera­
tion in Miss Hill's hospital, Adelaide, the church
at Preston sent their secretary to see him and
convey in person their loving sympathy. As soon
as he was sufficiently able to bear the journey he
was conveyed to his mother’s residence at Strath
albyn. The nature of his trouble caused much
pain. For some little while there appeared to be
an improvement, and he was able to go to his bro­
ther’s residence at Langhorne’s Creek. Joseph
seemed very hopeful of recovery, but the disease
surely gripped him, and he somewhat suddenly
passed away. “ He was a good man and full of
the Spirit.” He honored his mother, and was
very considerate of her. He had an especially
winning disposition. The religion of Christ was
real to him. He lived the Christian life, and it
was reflected in his actions and words. A
large number of people gathered at the little
cemetery at Langhorne’s Creek on December 4,
when Theo. Edwards conducted a solemn service,
assisted by W. J. Taylor and P. Baker. The writer
held an “in memoriam” service at Strathalbyn on
Sunday evening, December 13. There was a very
large attendance.
“Until we meet again before his throne,

Clothed in the spotless robe he gives his own,
Until we know, even as we are known—

—H. J. Horsell. Good-night!”
JONES.—George Parker Jones, an elder of the

church at Paddington, N.S.W., was born in Liv­
erpool, England, in 1839; he arrived in Sydney in
1849, and died on Nov. 23 of this year, ending a
most picturesque and worthy career with tragic
suddenness. He had presided at the Lord’s table
twice the day before, attended to a number of
matters affecting the welfare of the congregation,
and early next morning, while holding a business
interview, and without a moment’s warning, sud­
denly dropped his head and passed from the tem­
poral to the eternal. Forty-five years ago he
chanced to hear the late M. W. Green in the open
air on the " Plans and Specifications of the Gos­
pel,” and being a builder, he felt curious to hear
what the preacher know of plans and specifica­
tions, and to his surprise found that not only did
the preacher display intimate knowledge of the
building craft, but a grasp of the scheme of re­
demption, which was like a revelation to him.
Not long after he joined the Sydney church, and
was an active member, officer, and speaker there.
Soon, , cr formation of the Paddington
church he cast his lot in with them, and was most
active in helping to build up the cause, secure a
suitable church home, and guide both young and
old into all the truth. In the year 1900 he was
elected President of the Conference, having serv­
ed on the Home Mission Committee for a number
of years. He was universally esteemed. As a
master builder he was highly honored. Twice he
was elected President of the Builders’ Association
of New South Wales, once their treasurer, and
was also entrusted with the erection of the very 
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fine builders’ exchange of this city. He was al
a past president of the Federated Builders’ As
ciation of Australia, and the contractor fr-r 11™°'
of the finest buildings in Sydney. He carried K
Christianity with him into public life, and as "'S
Aiderman, Mayor of the City, and a Justice of ti'n
Peace, was a credit to the church. We shall mi
his cheery and fatherly counsel, his sympatheti
and generous help, and most, the gracious beneC
diction of his worthy and consistent life in Ol,
midst. Large crowds came to the funeral and
“in memoriam” serivces, and from those services
we have renewed the blessed hope of being with
"the spirits of just men made perfect,” “forevor
with the Lord.”—F. Collins.

CORNELIUS.—Our Sister Mrs. Elizabeth Cor­
nelius passed away at her residence, Castambul'
near Montacuto, aged 72 years. She was born in
London on May 20, 1842. She was seized with
a paralytic stroke on November 24, and passed
away on December 5. Sister Cornelius became
a member of Grote-st. church 48 years ago, when
H. S. Earl was conducting a mission in Adelaide.
She remained a member at Grote-st. till a few
years ago, when, owing to distance, she was
transferred to the church at Maylands. She lost
her husband, Mr. C. B. Batchelor, at an early age,
and was left with three boys, whom she brought
up by her own exertions. Twenty-nine years ago
she married Mr. Thomas Cornelius, who survives
her, and who has been a member of the church at
Grote-st., and latterly Maylands, for about forty
years. Living in the hills, some nine miles from
Maylands, it was impossible for them at times to
attend worship on Sunday mornings, but when
unable to do so. they invariably conducted family
worship in their own home, attending to the
Lord’s Supper. Sister Cornelius lost her second
son, Egerton Lee, three years last October. He
was one of the best of sons, and was very dear to
her; but though his memory remained most prec­
ious, she did not sorrow as those who have no
hope; indeed, as her son says, “ Her cheerfulness
and activity surprised us all.” Her last conscious
Sunday' was spent at Harry’s home, and she at­
tended the anniversary services at Cottonville, to
which she had been looking forward with keen
eagerness, morning and afternoon. The two sur­
viving sons, Frank and Harry', were immersed at
Grote-st., 36 years ago. Sister Cornelius was a
most excellent Christian. She truly loved Christ
and the church, and did what she could to help on
the Lord’s work. She was a loving wife and
mother. Her husband will greatly miss her. Her
children will ever tenderly cherish her memory.
We laid her body to rest in the West Terrace
Cemetery alongside those of her tenderly '°ve(l
son. The writer of this officiated, and H. R. Tay­
lor, of the Maylands church, assisted. There were
many sympathetic friends present.—T. J. Gore,
Henley Beach, S.A.

GORDON.—Our Bro. John Forbes Gordon
passed away on Nov. 29, at the age of 63. He w.i
the son of our late Bro. Alexander Gordon. r
became a Christian many years ago; and was,
member of the church at Strathalbyn. He was
eldest of a family of brothers and sisters. As
disease with which he was afflicted made slow
sure progress, John felt he would like to be
he could feel the tender love of his own kind •
Hence, he with his wife came to his brother»
Owen. The last few weeks of 'his life .
here. His brother Donald says of him, ’ He sp
the most of his life on sheep and cattle statio
Queensland, and the south-east of this State.
was mindful of the children of those parents
worked under him, and taught them the
and love of Jesus Christ. In this work he ■
ably assisted by his wife.” When John, tn
hospitable home of his brother, and his bro
wife and family, was gradually drawing n
the valley and shadow, he said to Donald,
I have passed away, send to Bro. Gore ai ■ nt
him to come and be at the funeral. -So j
and stood with many others at the graves >
read the immortal words which are so nf a
grace, power and blessing. In the ,Pres5‘1 , ,eSt
goodly number of friends, we laid his bod/ of
in the cemetery at Owen, in the glorious 1 ;ollS
the resurrection. The writer of this lias 1 gorei
memories of the Gordon family.- 1. J-
Henley Beach, S.A.
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In such a case, we can recommend a
Secondhand Sewing Machine to carry
you on for the present.

We take such a lot of Secondhand Machines
in part payment for our A.N A. that we arc
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purchase of your machine. Ward Bros, will
give you one of the full value of payments
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makes at less than HALF ordinary prices

Needles, Parts and
Repairs

For All Makes of Machines at
Lowest Prices

AUSTRALIAN

Sewing Machine Co.
Proprietary Limited

(WARD BROS. & A.N.A. CO.)
Head Office:

Errol St., North Melbourne,
Victoria

And at Sydney, Adelaide, Perth,
Launceston.
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From the Field—Continued.
to an invitation from the Castlemaine Total Ab­
stinence Society, spoke at the annual Junior Dem­
onstration on December 6, and was greeted with
a crowded house. His message was one which
told with the hearers, many expressing pleasure
in hearing it.—W.S.

BOORT.—The church has made good pro­
gress during the past year, the membership of
which was 25, and now has reached a total of 51.
A very successful tent mission was held in
March by Bren. Hagger and Clay, and Bro. Old­
field has travelled each week-end to preach the
message. The church is indebted to the H.M
Committee for having made this possible. The
Bible School is conducting a rally, the strength
of which now shows 70 on the roll. A kinder
class conducted in the Mechanics’ by Sisters D.
Stanyer and Lacy, is also making good progress.
S. G. Lacy, Dec. 15.

TARADALE.—The writer concludes 'his work
in this locality at the end of the year, and wishes
to thank the members of the church for the splen­
did help and practical sympathy given. They have
built up a live Bible School and church, and have
won the respect of the district. We are pleased
to report that Miss Stella Wallace, Bible School
organist, has successfully passed her sixth mus­
ical examination at Bendigo, and has won an
A.L.C.M. degree. D. Wakely is to succeed the
writer. The church is prepared to assist him in
every way possible.—D.A.C.

WINDSOR.—On the 13th inst. Miss L. Hall
obeyed her Lord’s command. To-day Mr. and
Mrs. Smith, from Burnley, and Mr. C. Davey,
from St. Kilda, were received by letter. The Bible
School. presented Mr. Tuck, their late superin­
tendent, with a set of carvers on Children’s Day.
On Tuesday the teachers are giving the scholars
a Christmas tree and social.—Dec. 20.

MELBOURNE (Swanston-st.).— We had a
splendid day on Sunday. Amongst our visitors
were Sister Pickell, from Lake-st., Perth, and
Sister Tilley, our Foreign missionary. Bro. Frank-
lyn gave us an address in keeping with the sea­
son, on “ Christmastide,’’ and in the afternoon
spoke to the Bible School scholars on “ Santa
Claus,” a most interesting talk. The building was
crowded at night to hear “ The Christmas Mes­
sage in Song and Story,” Bro. Franklyn speaking
from appropriate texts foretelling the coming of
the Saviour, up to his birth. Between each text
the choir rendered some very fine pieces suitable
to the occasion. The whole service was splendid­
ly conducted by Bro. Franklyn, the singing by the
choir was excellent, and the service most impres­
sive. At a special tea held in the afternoon, a
purse of sovereigns was presented to Bro. E. Tip­
pett, our choir conductor, by.Bro. Franklyn, in ap­
preciation of valuable services rendered to the
church in the conduct of the singing and choir.
The church sends through the “ Christian” the
season’s greetings to the brotherhood.

MORELAND.—Since last report we have had
one baptism and one confession. .Bro. A. Wilson
preached to a good audience on Dec. 13. Bro.
Hagger had a fine audience last night to listen to
his able discourse on “Jesus and Nicodemus”
(John 3), at the close of which one lady made
the good confession. We are very grateful to the
above brethren and Bro. H. G. Peacock for their
valuable assistance in keeping the work going till
we get a permanent preacher. The Moreland
J.C.E. had nearly 300 Christmas cards through
their post office yesterday.—J.J.A., Dec. 21.

BRUNSWICK.—On Thursday, December 17,
we welcomed our new evangelist, W. D. More, at
a public meeting. In the chapel, nicely decorated
by the C.E. Society and others, a good number
assembled under Josiah Jenkin, chairman. H. E.
Knott vice-president of Conference, spoke on be­
half of the brotherhood; B. J Kemp, H.M. Com­
mittee; Bro. Jordan, Moreland church; C. Wake-
ling, local congregation; W. Hardie, the Sunday
School; and L. A. Williams, Endeavor Society.
We also said an revoir to L. A. Williams, who
won fifteen-souls for Jesus during, his short two
and a half months' stay here. Music was supplied
by the choir, under J. Barnden, with Miss Annie
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Barnden as pianist, Mrs. Roy Thompson and
Messrs. E. Watson and Haig, all as soloists. •
More began his labors here to-day, and sp '
morning and evening. We paid .our usual mont y
visit to Bro. Redman, who will be 90 years
age on Feb. 1 next, and broke bread with tins
aged saint.—W.T., Dec. 20.

MALVERN.—Four were baptised at Carnegie
on Friday night last, and three were received into
the church by faith and obedience this morning.
J. Holloway exhorted the church. At night tie
building was again full, and Bro. Strongman
spoke on “A Great Reformation.” A young lady
confessed her faith in Christ at the close of the
address.—A.V.H., Dec. 20.

HAWTHORN—A number of the Bible School
teachers held a picnic on Saturday last in the
Glen tea gardens. The meetings were good yes­
terday. We held a special Christmas service in
the evening, and the choir contributed several
Christmas anthems. There was a good attend­
ance. An offering was taken up on account of
Christmas cheer fund.—A. C. Rankine.

FOOTSCRAY.—Meetings are going on as
usual. This morning A. A. Ley, junr., addressed
the church. Bro. More has terminated his en-
gagement here and gone to Brunswick. At this
morning’s service the individual 'cups were in­
troduced for the first time, and members express­
ed unanimous opinion as to their suitability. The
Bible School is still going along, but the usual
cry, “short of teachers.” is heard. Long since we
have found our school too small for the scholars.
Collecting cards for the Austin Hospital have
been issued, and we expect a good return, one
collector returning her card with 30/- to her
credit. Qn Sunday evening Bro. Conning preach­
ed. The choir rendered special anthems for the
Christmas service.—A.J.T., Dec. 20.

DUNOLLY.— Two confessions on Sunday
everring—promising boys from the Sunday School.
The work is going along nicely; meetings fairly
well attended.—J. Beasy.

CARLTON (Lygon-st.).—Nice meetings all
dav. Sister Symes, from Harcourt, met with ns
at the breaking of bread. S. G. Griffith spoke
morning, afternoon and evening. At night iris
subject was "Captured Weapons.” At the con
elusion of a fine discourse there was one confes­
sion. Miss Jeannie Dickens was unable to take
her usual position at the organ, and Miss Jessie
Webster took her place. The Dorcas .Class has
donated £10 to the organ fund, and a similar
amount to the Belgian Relief Fund. S. G. Grif­
fith has gone to Tasmania on a holiday tour. The
orchestra rendered some nice music, consisting of
carols, at the Bible School on Sunday afternoon.
—J.McC.

BARKER’S CREEK.—The church at Har­
court had a fair meeting. Bro. Crisp spoke at the
morning meeting, and gave a good address. He
is with us while Bro. Schwab is away. We miss
Bro.. Schwab, and hope that his holiday will bene­
fit him. He will be back on Jan. 17, when he com­
mences on full time work.

PRAHRAN.—For several weeks past our sec­
retary, Bro. Moody, has been away in Tasmania,
hence no reports. Although we -have had no ad­
ditions lately, we have had splendid meetings, out
of which additions will come. Our sale of gifts
yielded £72 profit, and our kindergarten hall is
now free of debt. Bro. Gordon leaves this week
for Launceston, where he will preach for the next
three Sundays. Bro. Thos. Hagger was with us
yesterday morning and afternoon, and his ad­
dresses were much appreciated.

WILLIAMSTOWN.—Splendid meeting last
Sunday night, Bro. Bennett speaking on "Peace.”
We were encouraged by seeing one make (he good
confession. There are others who appear to be
not far off. We trust they will soon be at one
with us.—E.M.H.

BOORT.—All meetings to-day were well at­
tended. At the close of the address this morning
one young man made the good confession, and
was baptised at tjie afternoon session. We had
one of our largest meetings this afternoon when
we had forty present at the Adult Bible Class —
A.L., Dec. 20.

December 24> 1914.

FITZROY.—On Dec. 16 we celebrated n-i
dren’s Day, when the scholars did well in the v''
ions parts of the service. The offering anioumJ
to £1/15/-. Al Ihis meeting opportunity
taken to make presentations to Bro. Claren
Lang and Sister May Hollingworth on the e
of their marriage. Gifts were made by J
Gregor on behalf of the church and Bible School
and by our evangelist, on behalf of the choir and
C.E. Society. Bro. Lang suitably responded 0n
Saturday we held our Christmas tree for the kin
dergarten. About 60 kinders present, and a num
her of parents and friends. Yesterday, had nice
meetings. Miss Fiveash was received into fellow
ship in the morning, from Geelong. The choir
greatly assisted in the evening service by supply.
ing special music. Bro. and Sister Beiler are leav­
ing on the 24th for Adelaide for three weeks’ holi­
day. Arrangements have been made for good
men to occupy the platform during that time.—
W.B., Dec. 21.

©-------------------------------- <1

Here and There
& — -------------------i

We wish all our readers a very happy Christ­
mas and a prosperous New Year.

Horace Kingsbury expected to leave Sydney for
America by the s.s. “Makura” to-day.

The secretary of the church at Northam, W.A.,
is now R. S. Mannering, Fitzgerald-st., Northam,

Gifford Gordon’s address is now 32 Hawks-
burn-road, Hawksburn. ’Phone, Windsor, 2533.

A telegram from Bundaberg, Queensland, tells
of seven confessions in that town, Bro. Way
preaching.

If you can keep Christmas for a day, why not
always? But you can never keep it alone.—
Henry van Dyke.

We hear of several recent additions to the
church at Geelong, Vic. Bro. Chandler is doing
an excellent work there.

Melbourne and suburban members are specially
requested to read the paragraph headed “Fare­
well to Missionaries,” as found on the F.M. page.

A. H. Wilson commences his work in Wallaroo
at the beginning of the year, and J. Wiltshire,
from Wallaroo, will begin at Mile End on Jan. 10.

The first simple, broad, pervading sentiment of
Christmas Day ought to be of how sacred and
high this human life is into which the Lord was
born.—Phillips Brooks.

At the close of a home mission address at Croy­
don, S.A., the other day, a brother promised 2/-
a week toward the support of Bro. Raymond, n
the Murray River District. Next?

We have lately had several anonymous lcH?r®
and queries forwarded for publication. No notic
can be taken of these. Names and addresses mu
be given, though not necessarily for publication

I know not how that Bethleh’m’s Babe
Could in the Godhead be;

I only know the manger-child
Has brought God’s life to me. .

—Harry Webb Farringi01'-
Geo. Woolnough, now of Junee, N.S.W., has at

cepted an engagement to labor in the Hu°it
trict, under the auspices of the Tasmanian H
Mission Committee. He will commence his iao°
with the Dover and Geeveston churches early
the new year. , j

D. A. Ewers, Mile End, has been appoint,
transit agent for S.A. in connection with the
era! Conference to be held in Sydney, April .
and 8, and will be glad to hear from all w*1<L- _nt
template visiting the great city and its niagm
harbor at that time. . pn

A rich man once sent -his servant to A^e'3I'CJ0no
to inquire why it was that in the Christmas .
he heard the children sing “A little child so I
some is born to you to-day.” “Ask your Mas ■
returned Melancthon, “whether ’he has no
to-day of a Saviour."
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Federal Executive.—An appeal has been sent to
all Churches of Christ in the Commonwealth,
calling for the annual offering to be taken on be­
half of Federal work. The treasury is empty.
Will churches make an early response?—A. C.
Rankine, Sec. Fed. Exec.

Will our readers please note that there will be
no “Christian" published next week? We par­
ticularly request church reporters to notice this,
and ask them to hold their news items over for a
week. If two reports are forwarded it will mean
much extra work at this end.

Bro. Leslie Baker, after spending some years
at Kentucky and Yale, U.S.A., has returned to
Australia, and last week passed through Mel­
bourne on his way to South Australia. Some live
church will doubtless desire, to secure the services
of Bro. Baker. He is well and favorably known
as a preacher in the United States.

As the end of the year draws near, the Manager
of the Austral Publishing Co., D. E. Pittman,
would be glad .to have all outstanding accounts
settled. He would be particularly pleased if
“ Christian" agents and subscribers would for-
fard amounts due as soon as possible. There are
a very large number of accounts outstanding.

We should esteem it a great favor if our agents
and chqrch secretaries were to see that a good an­
nouncement is made in the churches of the
“Christian” for 1915. Now is an excellent time
for new subscribers to be enlisted. Every church
home should have a copy of the paper. The sub­
scription is six shillings per annum; posted, seven
shillings.

At the last meeting of the Victorian preachers
it was resolved to send a little Christmas box to
our aged Bro. W. W. Davey, from the preachers.
26/6 was received, which, together with 19/6 from
Swanston-st. members, and £2/14/- from the
church at Brighton, has been forwarded to our
brother. We trust it may bring some little joy
to him just at this time.

Martin Luther wrote: “He does not simply say,
Christ is born, but to you he is born; neither does
he say, I bring glad tidings, but to you I bring
glad tidings of great joy. Furthermore, this joy
was not to remain in them, but it was to be to all
people.” An old poet put it:
“ Though Christ a thousand times in Bethlehem

be born,
If he’s not born in thee, thy soul is all forlorn.”
Any one who will send 3%d. in stamps to D. A.

Ewers, Mile End, can obtain a copy of the “S.A.
Churches of Christ Diary and Directory for 1915.”
It is only a little book, but in addition to ordinary
information it contains photo, of S.A. H.M. Com­
mittee, directories of all the Conference commit­
tees, Australasian statistics of Churches of Christ,
and World’s statistics, short sketches of the work
in general and in S.A. in particular, directory of
churches, preachers and secretaries in the State,
Statement of “ Our Plea,” also information about
our home and foreign missionary work, maps
showing location of churches, etc., etc. Good to
keep for reference and distribute for information.

G. P. Cuttriss, secretary of the S.A.' Conference
Temperance Committee, writes: “At a meeting
held at Grote-st. chapel on Dec. 15, it was de­
cided to invite Bro. J. J. Franklyn to come to
South Australia for one month prior to the elec­
tions, to assist in connection with the early clos­
ing of liquor bars campaign. It is the intention of
the committee to engage Bro. Franklyn and hand
him over to the Central Early Closing League as
the churches’ contribution to the Alliance Fight­
ing Fund. Most of the churches have signified
their willingness to place their preachers at the

. disposal of the^£qjjui}itlec for ..organising and lec-
WRi and country. Nearly all

WrlBKM^EM^^TPu.mted committees, ami
ImJsI ^^^he district am! central leagues.

together in unity to secure
'liquor bars. Churches

HflyMM^M-llnlied t<> the. tycretary’s letter
so at'the'earliest possible con­

venience. The following amounts have been con­
tributed or promised by the churches: Offering
during Conference, £4/16/-; Mile End, £1/5/3;
Unley, £4/1/6; Queenstown, 18/10; Cottonville
and Band of Hope, £1/14/-; Lochiel, 7/6; Croy­

don, £1/0/6%; Owen, 9/6; Prospect church and
Band of Hope, £4/1/-; Maylands, £3; Norwood,
£2/16/-; Long Plain, £1; York, £5; Glenelg, £1
14/3; Grote-st., £5; Stirling West, 15/1%. The
next meeting of the committee will be held on
Tuesday evening, Jan. 5.’’

T. B. FISCHER MEMORIAL FUND.
The treasurers appointed for this fund, Bro.

W. C. Craigie and Bro. R. Lyall, have pleasure
in acknowledging the hearty support from the
brotherhood in response to the appeal made on
July, 1913, in connection with the above fund. The
circumstances connected with the early call of
our late Bro. T. B. Fischer elicited the deep sym­
pathy of the brotherhood, and generous contri­
butions proved the affection and esteem in which
our late F.M. Secretary was held. The total con­
tributions with accrued interest to date amount
now to £836/1/-, which has been utilised in the
erection of a seaside villa at Henley Beach, South
Australia, a favorite watering place, where Mrs.
Fischer will reside with her family, and let the
remaining apartments to seaside visitors in the
summer season. Bro. John Fischer supervised
the erection of the building, which has cost over
the amount subscribed, but the balance has been
borrowed in the meantime to enable the comple­
tion of the premises. A most up-to-date and suit­
able residence has been provided, with which all
concerned are highly delighted. Mrs. Fischer has
now tenants for all the available apartments for
some two or three months, after which she will
be pleased to hear from families who desire to
spend some time in this'health-giving fashion. The
F.M.  Committee congratulate Mrs. Fischer on
the acquisition of the property, and wish her all
success and happiness in the occupation of her
new home. The brotherhood will be glad to
know that if future circumstances place Mrs. Fis­
cher and family beyond the need of the income
provided by this memorial fund, arrangements
have been made whereby the property will come
under the control of the committee in charge of
the Aged and Infirm Preachers’ Fund, under the
direction of the Federal Conference.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
W. W. DAVEY FUND.

Thankfully received: A Friend, Swanston-st.,
10/-.
W. C. Craigie. Treas., 265 Little Collins-st., Melb.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
Children’s Day Offerings from Schools:—Mary­

borough, 2/-; Blackburn, £1/8/6; Colac, £2/15/-;
Emerald, £1; Shepparton, 6/-; Bunbury, W.A.,
6/3; Kellevie, Tas., 6/-; Bayswater, 9/-; South
Melbourne, £1/15/10; Burnley, £1/1/-; Ballarat,
£2; Williamstown, 16/11; Hawthorn, 17/7; St.
Kilda, 10/-: Mildura, £3/10/3; Berwick, 10/-.

Other Offerings:— Church, Fairfield, £1/3/-;
Isolated Member, Qld., 4/6; Sisters (per Mrs.
Zelius), for Miss Thompson’s Bible Woman, £7
10/-; for Mrs. Strutton’s Bible Woman, £4; Bible
College, per H. Clark, £6; W. Cust, £5/5/-;
“Faith” (support Shanhar), £3; Preston J.C.E.
(support orphan), £1/5/-.
R. Lyall, Treas., Leveson-st., North Melbourne.
J. I. Mudford, Sec., Munro-st., Ascot Vale, Vic.

WANTED.

The Great Demonstration
“A Harmony of all the Prophetic Visions of t

Holy Bible.”
By J. A. Battenficld and P. Y. Pendelton.

Price: 8/5, post free.
AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.,

528, 530 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.

Hyde’s Bible Hall and Book Dep(
79 RUNDLE STREET, ADELAIDE.

(Proprietor, Pastor C. Frisby-Smith.)
Bibles, S.S. Rewards, etc., at the usual discoun

Church of Christ Hymn Books, “Sankey’s” an
“Alexander’s.” Also lovely Presentation an
Teachers’ Bibles.

The Poets, Books for Devotion and Bible Stud;
the Classics, and all healthy fiction.

Self-filling Fountain Pen, the “ Royal George,
7/6. ■

“ Church of Christ” Sunday School Quarterlif
(American) Supplied.

The Sunday Duty Stamp Album, 3/6 per doz.
“Thinking Black,” 9/-; posted, 9/5; by Dai

Crawford (a fine new missionary book on Africa).
NOW EVERYBODY CAN LEARN TO SWIM

SWIMEESY BUOYS

Price 2/0, Posted Anywhere

water tbit Icarnen can ma o »wim mid
tluat without them The
they an* made of is very str
durable, ’h1* -.'olcnng <» bn
attractive, nad is guararitwl
washible. Printed direction:

THE beat of all Swimming deriea When act tn me cut be
earned in the pocket like a haudLercbief yet will Hoi’ * Id

• tore man Expert Swimmer* with the Switnr«y Beuys can eovc»
lung distanctj without fatigue. and

Only 2/0. CarriagePoetal Note of any State ’<•

The Union Manufacturing & Agency r-o..
2W ELIZABETH STREET. MELBOURNE

’Phone, City 7899. Box 613, G.P.O.
30 HUNTER STREET, SYDNEY

over Wm. Farmer & Co., Jewellers,

Fred W. Landau
Merchant Tailor, Shirtmaker,

Gentlemen’s Outfitter,
. and

W. R. Avenell
(late of Darlinghurst).

Suits to Measure........................ £5 10 o
Costumes from ..........................£77 0

A good home is waiting for an orphan girl from
12 to 14 years of age by members of the Church
of Christ. Highest testimonials can.be given as
to' the standing of the persons in the city. No
family. Apply in first instance, H. Swain, evan­
gelist, Church of Christ, Launceston.

A brother, a member of the church for fifteen
years, desires light gardening work or a situation
as caretaker, in return for his keep. Thoroughly
respectable. Employment in Christian home pre-
ferred. Apply, XYZ, c/o Austral Co.

BIRTHS. ”
THOMAS (ucc Buckingham).—On Dec. 1, at

“Tiverton,” Chancery Lane, Glenelg, to Mr. and
Mrs. S. J. Thomas—a son. Both well.

WOOSTER (nee Stimson).—At “Mia Mia,”
Clifford Avenue, Canley Vale, N.S.W., on Nov.
15, 1914, to Mr. and Mrs. A. O. Wooster—a
daughter.

Write for Self-Measurement Forms.
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The Society of Christian Endeavor.

MY PROFIT AND LOSS ACCOUNT.
December 27 to January 2, 1915.

Daily Readings.
Gains which are losses. Josh. 7: 19-26.
Losses which are gains. Philipp. 3:1-11.
The record of God's faithfulness. Isaiah 63: 7-14;

2 Tim. 4: 16-18.
Victories and Deliverances. Josh. 4: 19-24; I Sam.

7: 9-12-
All-wise leadership. Rom. 8: 18-2S; Psa. 32: 6-n.
Strength for the day. Deut. 33: 12-29.

Topic—My Profit and Loss in 1914. Psa. 90:
10-17; Ephes. 5: 13-17.

Take stock of your inner life.
Do not falsify your accounts.
Ccu»t your blessings.

Phone: CENTRAL 5038.

R. & A. E Barnes, l.D.S.
DENTISTS.

17, 19, “jr
Brunswick St., High Street,

Fitzroy. Kyneton.

BOARD AND RESIDENCE.

HEALESVILLE.
Come to “ Denholme Farm” for a nice holiday.

Splendid scenery, fern gullies, mountain air, good
table. Bath and piano.—Mrs. Chaffer.
Terms, 25/- per week. Trains met when advised.

“BUENA VISTA,”
The Red Hill Summer Resort.

Splendid View and Picturesque Scenery. Four
miles from Dromana. Visitors met with Trap at
Boat and Coach when advised. Next Door to
Post Office.—A. Emmott, Proprietress.

WOY WOY.
Superior Board and Residence at Mrs. Lind­

berg’s, “ Buena Vista,” Saratoga, Woy Woy,
N.S.W. Good fishing, bathing and boating. Pri­
vate pier. Terms from 25/-. Furnished rooms
from 15/-.

36>53>C«nlral “ 2 01 deft I EGt’’ aVpM.

Tea and Light Luncheon Rooms
are now available for Dinners, Sooialo,
Weddings, Ladies’ Afternoons, and

Presentation Nights, &o.
Morning Tea. M^X»LU A«ornoea Soa'

475 aOIililHE aTBEDT, CIOT.

AN AUSTRALIAN COMPANY FOR AUSTRALIANS.
Insure with tho

Queensiand insurance Go. Ltd.
Fire, Marini, Perwnal, Accident, and Sicknw, Public Rift,

Employ tn' Liability, Platt Glatt, Burglary, Livt Stock,
VtMcltt, &c,

LOWEST CURRENT RATES.

LYALL & SON, Agents, &&
Bifocal Glasses
ora Invaluable to
Publio Speakers
aad Preachers.

Wo Jo Hird,
Equitable Buildings, 4th Floor. Phone 0937
Comer Collins and Elizabeth Streets. Melbourne.

Holder A.N.A. TYPEWRITING CHAMPIONSHIP
Victoria.

Hiss Minnie Mitchell
Receives Orders for at Remington Officos(

all kinds of (o/o Messrs. Cbartres Prop. Ltd.),
*375 Collins Street,Typewriting Opposite Stock Exchange.

Quotations Given.

New Books and Magazines
j By Mail Steamer Every Week.

Mechaaioo' institutes
and Libraries supplied
at Lowest Raton.

School and College Books and
Stationery

i ____________

Bibles and Hymn Books.

M. L. Hutchinson,
GLASGOW BOOK WAREHOUSE,

305-307 Little Collins Street, Melbourne.

SONGS OF REDEMPTION.
A choice selection of Gospel Songs and Stand­

ard Hymns. Used in the HAGGER-CLAY
MISSION Services.

Paper Covers, post free, pd.
Stiff Boards, post free, i/-.
AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO., LTD.,

;28, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

A GAS & is the Housewife’s best friend. It enables her
to do her cooking in comfort, is always ready
for the sudden call, and ensures a cool kitchen.

See about one to-day, or write for booklet—
METROPOLITAN CAS COMPANY

Teaching Staff:
Principal—A. R. MAIN, M.A.,

H. E. KNOTT, M.A.,
and Assistant Teachers.

Federal Conference
Officers:

Vice-Pres.—A. E. Illingworth.
Treasurer—W. C. Craigie.
Secretary—A. C. Rankine.

Asst. Secretary—R. Enniss.
H. Kingsbury, W. H. Allen,

J. Pittman, A. Millis, R. Lyall,
C. Hardie.

Board of Management of
the College:

R. Lyall (Chairman),
W. C. Craigie,

C. Hardie, A. Millis,
F. M. Ludbrook,

R. C. Edwards, C. Lawson.

College of We

Particulars in regard to the College Course will be furnished on ap­
plication to the Principal, A. R. Main, College of the Bible,

Glen Iris, Melbourne, Vic.
Treasurer—W, C. CRAIGIE, Little Collins Street, Melbourne.
Secretary—CHAS. HARDIE, Henrietta Street, Hawthorn, Victoria
Organising Secretary—REG. ENNISS, 45 Dandenong-road, Mal­

vern, Vic.

State Executive Committees
South Australia.

J. F. Thomas, D. A. Ewers,
I. A. Paternoster.

S. G. Griffith, W. C. Brooker,
G. T. Walden.

New South Wales.
T. Bagley, T. E. Rofe,
L. Rosscll, G. Stimson,

J. Stimson.
West Australia.

H. J. Banks, W. B. Blakemore.
Queensland.

T. F. Stubbin, L. Gole.
Tasmania.

W. R. C. Jarvis.

New Zealand Advisory Board.
R. Gebbie, J. L. Scott,

C. F. McDonald, J. Routledge,
and J. Inglis Wright.


