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The Blessing of Forgetfulness.

EMORY is one of the most remark-

able endowments of our human

nature. The wonder of it im-

presses every thinker. “Mnemo-

syne, or Memory, was called by the ancients

ihe mother of the Muses; because all the

arts and the sciences depend on memory

ior their existence and progress.” Con-

sciousness of the self, the continuity of

personality, and we may even say the en-

joyment of immortal life, are all dependent
upon memory.

When we say that a person has a good
and retentive memory, we think we praise
him. Most of us would gladly improve in
this direction if we could. Prof. James,
after referring to Charlemagne, Luther,
Leibnitz and Scott as examples of men with
amazing retentiveness, says: “Men without
this retentiveness may excel in the quality
of their work at this point or at that, but
will never do such mighty sums of it, or
be influential contcmporaneously on such a
scale.”

Poets have
memory :

“Like a gale that sighs along

Beds of oriental fl{)wcfrss,ong
1 o
Is%tgtggﬁgzﬁ:\l'al;r]c'lia:d in happier hours;
Fifled with balm, the gale sighs. on .
Though the flowers are spnk in death:
So when pleasure’s dream 13 gone,
Tts memory lives in musics breath.
The duty of remembrance

as well as its
pleasure or profit, is often brought pefore
us. The Scriptures ¢

ontinuall)_' bid us “rF-
member.” The sacred memorial feastd “tl‘:
gli"cn by him whofk;xew our needs an
dangers of forgetfulness:

There are ps;chologists who tell :‘fiﬂt::sr:
is no such thing as utter forge o
There may be a temporary fal.lure
call, but once an experience has
it may at any time be reproduc
appropriate stimulus.
gotten for vears do 11as Qi B
and it is true that much that we say
gotten is not permanently ost.

of the delights of

sung

..-\ famous French writer, Prof. Ribot,
gives us a thought on the other side. He
puts the paradox that “one condition of
remembering is that we forget.”  Similarly
Prof. Wm. James said that “selection is
the very keel on which our mental ship is
built. If we remembered every-
thing, we should on most occasions be as ill
off as if we remembered nothing. It would
take as long for us to recall a space of time
as it took the original time to lapse, and we
chould never get ahead of our thinking.”
So in that case, forgetfulness is as good as
it is necessary.

When we speak of the pleasures of
memory we are apt to forget that there are
sorrows too. There are people haunted
by remorse. In all our lives there have
heen poignant experiences—some of them
sinful, some foolish, some neither foolish
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One Year to Live.
Mary Davis Reid s asked, “What ‘:vou!’d yoit
do 1f you had only one more year to live?” Her
answer was:

“Jf I had but onc year to live;

One year to help; one year to give;

Oune year to love; one year to bless;

One year of better things to stress;

One year to sing; one year to smile;

To brighten earth o little while;

One year to sing my Maker's praise;

One year fo fill wi}h work m_\'lda_\'x,
vear to strive for a rewar

ﬁ,'llfn‘x I should stand before my Lor'd,

[ think thal I would spend cach day,

In just the zerY self-same way

That I do now. For from nfu'r.

The call may come to cross the bar

At any time, and 1 must be

Prepared to meet eternity.

So if 1 have @ yeor to live, i

Or just one day which to ;,a. ‘I

| pleasant suule, @ helping hand,

*1 mind that tries to nudr_rslu;,u'd

A fc”ow-:rmlure <when ml ‘d

Tis one with me—I take u'o 'l“i.s'

But try 10 live each day he send. ok

To serve MY graciols Master's ends.

nor sinful l?ul simply over-weighted with
snrrp\\'—\\'1\1c11 have lingered with us, and “
at times unmanned us. Southey wrote:

“Man hath a weary pilgrimage,

As through the world he wends;
On every stage from youth to age
Still discontent attends;
With heaviness he casts his eye
Upon the road before,
And still remembers with a sigh
The days that are no more.”
The backward look is by no means always
joyful. y

While in the Bible the need of remem-
brance is most frequently inculcated, yet
there are some great passages which speak
of or suggest the blessing of forgetfulness.
The supreme text tells us of God's forget-
fulness. Few verses of the Bible mean
more to the redeemed soul than that con-
{aining the blessed promise:

1 will be merciful to their iniquities,

And their sins will I remember no more.”
Oh, the blessed forgetfulness of God, who
pats our sins behind his back, and removes
them from us as far as the east is from the
west!

Does not God want us to imitate him?
To forgive is essential to forgiveness. When
nthers sin against us, we must forgive and
forget. Sometimes we say we can do the
former but not the latter: but the state-
ment often mecans a refusal to do either.
\s this vear of grace closes, let us be will-
ing to lay aside the thought of injuries done
to us, of petty spite, meannesses, slights,
innuendoes, nasty words. To carry a grudge
across the threshold of a new year 1s to {
spoil our pleasure and our psefulness. I_‘et
us fully forgive and also enjoy the blessing
of forgetfulness. 1

Another oft-quoted text contains the
words “forgetting the things which are be-
hind.”” The words warn against the dan-
gers of memory, of dwelling m the past,
of being too much content with its achieve-
ments and 0 developing a spirit of self-
complacency. On the other hand, they

_____._’
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bid us beware lest the failures of days gone
Ly should be allowed to cripple us for the
future. The dead past must be buried.
\Whatever the sorrow, the discouragement,
the defeat, it must not hinder our future
service.

It is the forward rather than the back-
ward look which we need.  “Forgetting

Faith and the
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the things which are behind,” let us stretch
forward to the things which are before, and
press on towards the goal unto the prize O]E
our high calling in Christ Jesus. So sha
the New Year be worth while.

“Come, let us anew

Qur journey pursue,

Roll round with the year, 4
And never stand still till the Master appear.

Far-off Things.

J. I. Mudford.

To the list of national heroes and hero-
ines given in the eleventh chapter of the
epistle to the Hebrews, various appropri-
ate designations have been given. Here,
says one, we have the picture gallery of
the ancient people of Israel; here, says an-
other, with his thoughts colored by the re-
cent years of war, we have the great honor-
roll of the chosen race. To these may be
added the words of the late Dr. J. H.
Jowett, 2 man who adorned all that he
touched: “When I turn to this great epistle
to the Flebrews, I feel as though I were
in the inspiring spaces of some great cath-
edral, as though I were moving about
Westminster Abbey. In fact, I have ven-
tured to call the epistle to the Hebrews the
Westminster Abbey of the Bible. There
are some beautiful little side chapels, where
a weary soul can bend in quiet and reverent
prayer and praise; some most winsome light
breaks through quite unexpected windows
as you move about in the august place:
again and again you hear the sound of an
anthem raising melodious songs of praise
to the great God, and you are never al-
lowed to get far away from Calvary an:
the cross. When I come to chapter 11, I
always feel as though I were turning into
the nave of the great cathedral, and I find
it is occupied by monuments which have
been erected to commemorate saintly men
and women who were distinguished by their
faith.” On the threshold of a New Year
let us stroll for a few moments in this
picture gallery; let us bare our heads be-
fore the honor-roll of the faithful; let us
study these monuments of those who by
faith hore their witness, both in life and
death, to the reality of the hoped for and
nf the unseen.

Faith. hope, love—these are the three
great abiding verities. Singular to say,
there does not seem to be any chapter in
the New Testament which may be called
pre-eminently the chapter on hope. There
is, as everyone knows, an almost incompar-
able chapter on love (see 1 Cor. 13). Here
in the letter to the Hebrews we have a
wonderful eulogy of faith, not unworthy,
in its sustained eloquence, to be placed
alongside that chanter that is fit for the
tongues of men and of angels.

We do an injustice to the writer if we
take the first words of the chapter as a

precise ‘““definition” of faith. Such it does
not appear to have been meant to be. What
the writer emphasises—perhaps all that he
means to emphasise—is that faith has re-
ference to the things that are real; the
things hoped for, the things not seen.
“Faith is that by which the invisible be-
comes real, and the future becomes pre-
sent.” These men and women immortal-
ised in this epistle of warning and encour-
agement—by what were they chiefly char-
acterised? By a belief in,-and a courage
in facing, the “things not seen as yet.”
They took God at his word—did not their
faith, like ours, “come by hearing” >—and
stepped out on his promises and assurances.
God. so far from “letting them down,” held
up their goings in his paths, so that their
footsteps did not slip. 1n this they pro-
vided a great incentive to the early Heb-
rew Christians to be faithful to their God.

Perhaps we shall the better appreciate
the Biblical writer's ideal if we contrast
it with that of other nations. To whom
would the Greeks of olden time erect their
monuments? To the men of intellect, such
as Plato and Aristotle. Who would be
honored in a Roman temple? The men of
power and of military glory—Cwsar or
Titus. To ask a more pertinent question
still: whose names would appear on an
Australian roll of honor? Perhaps a Hume
or a Hovell, possibly a Monash; certainly
a Charlton and a Gregory. We may be
courteous enough to show an amused toler-
ation towards any who acted to-day as did
those in olden time: Abel, Enoch, Abra-
ham, Joseph, Moses, and the rest. More
probably those of whom the world was not
worthy would be regarded as harmless, yet
misguided visionaries. Yet were they not
the far-seeing people of their generation ?
Probably Lot attended every land sale in
the city of Sodom, while “his neighbors
th.ought him a keen, shrewd business man
with an eye to the future, Abraham, on the
othc}' hand, was camped in his tent, yet
looking for the city of eternal foundations
whose builder and maker was God. We
know to-day who was the man of vision
Np doubt Moses was considered a narrow-.
minded man when he made the great re.
nunciation of the glories of the hcourt of
Egvpt Yet we to-day must thank God that
by faith he left Egypt, not from any fear
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of the king's wrath; that “J;
saw the King invisible, he ney
The faith of these heroes
have been manifested in two
ing by faith caught a clear v
invisible, and having grasped
hoped for, they passively submitteq ¢
bitterest discipline of life. I'hat heo the
made of stone that is unmoveq by theart 3
of the sacred writer: “Womep rcczForY
their dead raised to life again, and Ot}l]Ved
were tortured, not accepting deliveraers
they were stoned, they were Sanse
asunder, were tempted, were slain with 3 .
sword ; they wandered about in SheeP'Ski,:e
and goat-skins; being destitute, aﬂ:licteds
tormented . they  wandereq =
deserts, and in mountams, and in dens and
caves of the earth.” We do not wonder
that the writer breaks the continuity of his
discourse by a parenthetic comment on the
world’s unworthiness of such as they.

In another way, also, their faith was
manifested: they “subdued kingdoms,
wrought righteousness, obtained promises
stopped the mouths of lions,” and in count-
less other ways showed their faith by their
works. No spurious faith was theirs. Of
a faith of one that had not works, a New
Testament writer asked with cutting em-
phasis, “Can that faith save him?” With-
out retracting a word from the first part
of this article, one may say that the 11th
chapter of the Hebrew epistle is a chapter
on works. To put it better still, it is a
chapter on the faith that is manifest in
works. Apprehending the unseen and the
hoped for, Enoch walked with God; Abel
offered a sacrifice; Noah prepared an ark;
Abram went out, not knowing whither;
Moses chose to suffer affliction with God’s
people. Why is there so little adventure
in the service of God to-day? Is it not for
lack of that faith that enables men to do
exploits in the service of God?

Much we see at the opening of this year
of grace, 1925, that we fain would not see.
Industrial unrest, international suspiciom,
and religious indifference are still with us,
and all too apparent. The words of th_ﬁ
same letter to the Hebrews are, a_las! stlt
too true: “We see not yet all things pt
under him.” But one thing we still can
see if we have faith in God: “We see Jests
; crowned with glory and ho'norlc:
and our faith will give reality to this d
voutly hoped for consummation. Y

Le% us r)endeavor to start this New &frzll(r
with faith in God. What our churches 2 0
Conference committees supremely 1€ of
not members of outstanding aP‘}‘tv‘t;m(_
great financial resources, or of socid st the
ing. Tt is rather those who will aCC‘fgt AN
challenge of the hoped for, but _a.? )'n i
realised things of life, and by faith ]earih-
labor that his will may be done on
here and now, as it is done 1n hcavelg:lce 0

Do we feel our weakness 11 thf :
the problems of the New Year‘- 2
remember the word written s
these men and women of like passt

ke one |,

er ﬂinch‘e\(}]g
ppears ¢,
Vays. Hay.
1slon of g,
the things
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ourselves: “out of W
strong.” John Brimbple
“Westward Ho,” cyt a sorr
through cowardice he almost
imaginary loss of hloog after meetine rith
the S_pamards_. Later on he retriede“tlll*
situation, slaying many of his enemjes ]5
putting others to flight. Asked how he aln'd
it, he replied: “As jt happened, 1 was re;(ll
ing under the ftree, to fortify my spirits-
the hlst‘ory of the ancient worthies, in St.
Paulz his eleventh chapter to the Hc’:brews:
and just as I came to that ‘out of weakness
were made strong’ arose the cry
of the _Spaniards; at which, gentlemen
thinking in myself that I fought in just so

The Great

cakness were made
combe, in Kingsley’s
Y figure when
swooned from
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good a cause as they; and, as [ i
{ ' they; ; oped, witt
like faith, I verily believed in m)[r)self :llla:;

1f there had been a ten thousand of them [

should have taken no hurt.”

We are compassed about with a great
cloud_of witnesses—these Old Testa?nent
worthies, and many another. Saints, apos-
tles, prophets, martyrs, urge us forward.
Let us, then, run with patience the race that
s set before us, looking unto Jesus .
who for the joy that was set before him—
that joy that was hoped for, but not yet
realised—endured the cross, despising the
shame, and is set down at the right hand
of the throne of God. .

Commission

And The Acts of Apostles.

An Introductory Study.

“The former treatise I made, O Theo-
philus, concerning all that Jesus began both
to do and to teach, until the day in which
he was received up after that he had given
commandment through the Holy Spirit
unto the apostles whom he had chosen.”—
ANCES T Na.

These two verses are full of suggestion
for those who would read intelligently the
record that follows. As the book of Acts
is to be before us during 1925 in our sug-
gested readings, a word or two by way of
introduction may not be amiss. We ought
to notice:

I. The reference to a previous volume of
which the one about to be written was a
sequel. That volume is our gospel by Luke,
of which 1: 1-4 and 24 : 46-53 should be re-
read carefully. So we learn that the back-
ground of this book of church history is
the story of the earth life of Jesus told in
the gospels. ]

2, In the recognition of the ascension as
the final act in the earth lite of Christ, there
is a clear recognition of the divinity of
Christ as the settled belief of thc”\vrltelz;
There is no antagonism between ‘Jesus
and “Christ” in his mind—fe is Jesus, but
he is the risen exalted Christ. The resur-
rection is the special point stressed in Acts.

3. Of special importance 1s the refcr(-:rvlce
to certain “commandments” or orders giv 63
by Christ to his chosen apostles. ’£h.et\\ O;s
apostle means one sent forth. C nst ‘r‘;c
e thelFat_hez le:tti];nssenundex:
so send I you.” The 1mstr !
which theyy went forth” constltutoerd etll.‘lse
“Divine marching orders. -Thcse,.s o
referred to here, and a,;!,a'? r‘gn‘:f"p :int, i
the natural and logica 'liizclh records their
a survey of the book whic! S 5
execution, While Matt, 262 'Il expression
taken as the formal and officia g Luke

y 6: 15, 16, and L
a0 Marlg Itaken as an integra
2ol st TS A . What the Magna
part of them as WCik

A. W. Connor.

Charta signed by King John in 1215 is to
the British people—the basis of their per-
sonal and political liberties and privileges
—this great charter, in which Christ con-
fers powers, rights and duties on his chosen
apostles, is in the New Testament. This
great commission was not to the world,
though it was for the world. It was the
preachers’ charter; and as Acts is the re-
cord of accomplishment under it, we may
be helped by looking at in a little detail.
Let us notice: 1t is addressed to men
chosen, trained, and responsible, in a word
of definite command, a personal imperative.
“Go ye.” The task is one of great mag-
nitude, and hence he fortifies them by the
assurance of his own infinite power—“All
authority has been given to me in heaven
and upon the earth.” This would make
them an army of invincibles. IHe entrusts
{o them a sacred deposit, a divine message,
“Preach the gospel.” That gospel is seen
to embrace the story of the passion and
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resurrection of Jesus,
mission of sins in his n
of their proclamation
“make disciples,”
The field of oper

the promise of re-
ame. The purpose
lon 15 expressed as to
i.e., disciples of Christ,
1 ] ations is clearly indicate
—"all nations,” “every crcatexrcl:l'shca\t:c(:
\vl:nlg the uttermost parts of the earth are
within the scope of their missionary labors
lh)c starting place is divinely indicated—

Beginning at Jerusalem.” * It oives a
token to the preacher, and entails u;on the
hearer a duty—"He that believeth.,” Not
the nations as such are to be discipled but
those out of the nations who believing the
message repent of their errors and put
trust in the Saviour proclaimed. The charter
cnjoins an act—"Baptising them into the
name of the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” But this act can only
be performed as men and women beliey-
ingly commit themselves to the Saviour, and
in the confessional act surrender to Christ's
divine sovereignty. The charter contains a
promise to the penitent of a rich blessing—
“Remission of sins,” and proclaims a new
condition—"“Shall be saved” It enjoins
upon preacher and convert a further duty
—"Teaching them to observe all things
which T have commanded’—a duty which
puts baptism in its true light as the pledge
of a life-long devotion to the Master, a
duty which makes the fellowship of the
church a cardinal necessity.

Finally, this comprehensive charter com-
pletes the security of the messenger and
gives promise of certain success—“Lo, I
am with you alway, even unto the end of
the age.” Thus this wonderful charter is
bound by the golden clasps of the divine
authority, and the divine presence. The
ook of Acts must be studied as the divinely
given record of the execution of this truly
great commission.

4. The general outline of the book is
fairly easy to follow. In general it follows
the suggestion of 1: 8, “First in Jerusalem
and Judea, then in Samaria, and unto utter-
most parts of the earth.” Prof. James Mof-
fat suggests that here we have “The circle
of sympathy” represented by their Jewish
brethren, “the circle of antipathy” repre-
sented by their hereditary foes to whom
they would feel no debt, and “the circle of
apathy” represented by the distant parts of
the earth whose condition did not stir any
feeling at all. There is a lesson in this
threefold division for us of to-day. Chap-
ters 2-5 deal with the purely Jewish aspect
of their work. It treats in detail with the
establishment of the church at Jerusalem,
and carries us on to the first persecution
and the death of Stephen. In his dying
speech he gave more than a hint of the
wider ministry of the gospel.

The second division, chapters 6-11, covers
a transitional period. The gospel prgache(l
to the Samaritans, and the conversion of
the Ethiopian eunuch, are steps in advance.
But it is in the conversion of the Roman
centurion, told in chapter 10, that we have
the final preparation tor the reception of




28

the Gentiles. This incident closes with the
words, “God has granted unto the Gentiles
repentance unto life.” Acts 11: 18.

The third division, from 11: 19 to the
end of the book, records the wonderful
missionary labors of Paul and his com-
panions. Through Antioch in Syria to An-
tioch in Pisidia, through Philippi, "Athens,
Corinth, etc., until we leave Paul a prisoner
in imperial Rome. Thus the gospel spread
in circles of ever-increasing diameter.

5. In addition to their general outline
in plan, the writer evidently looks on his
book as a “book of beginnings,” and to the
first event in every new series he gives great
attention, and provides a wealth of detail
as to the message preached, and the man-
ner of its reception, ¢.g., chapter 2 and the
great Pentecostal sermon. Chapter 8, with
its history of the conversion of Samaritans
and the Ethiopian as Philip “preached
Jesus.” Chapters 10, 11, the conversion and
baptism of Cornelius with the sequel. Chap-
ter 13 and its message to the people of
Antioch with its definite crisis, “Lo, we
turn to the Gentiles.” Chapter 16 with its
full account of the introduction of the gos-
pel to Europe and the beginning of the
conquering march to Rome. The conver-
sion and baptism of Lydia and the jailer
are told in detail, which still answer the
question, “What must I do to be saved?”

6. While it is a book of apostolic history
its very nature makes it a book of conver-
sion, and as such it becomes a veritable
©vade mecum for those pointing men and
women to the way of salvation through
Christ, and to the way of entrance into
the church of Christ. Here we see illus-
trated the truth that Christianity was not
only personal allegiance to Christ, but also
a common life in a community of brethren.
That community is the church of God into
which each entered by baptism. This book
has very great messages for the church of
to-day, and this word is written to em-
phasise its claim for a new and careful
study, and for the application of the prin-
ciples revealed in it to the problems of the
church in the world of to-day. May its
reading from week to week in our churches
be richly blest, and from it may our prea-
chers set forth anew the way of life.

Our Request.

O Master, we would ask of thee
Thy promise to fulfil

And give to us abundant life
To seek and find thy will.

O grant that we may follow thee
With Joyal hearts and true

That we may love and loving, serve
And come to thee anew.

Give us thy vision, let us see
Clear-eyed the task God gave

And to our hands entrust thy light
For those Christ came to save.

This is that larger life we ask;
Put in our hearts thy flame,

That one with thee we may reach out
To service in thy name,

—Selected.

’
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il f Kemsing in man, Mr. C—, a man of culture, a B.A.

K;ftr ‘:.\],'o}il,gld%?enofsutll)]-(;)o‘_c,:maagsetc? for g2 years, Dublin University. He listened atlenti\vel;f ‘R‘;

has been preaching for 65 years. He still takes

preaching engagements.
Prohibition Competitions.

The Queensland Prohibition League is offering
£20 in prizes for campaign competitions. Prizes
of £3 and £1 are offered for the best prohibition.
slogans. Prizes of £2 and £1 are offered for the
best prohibition songs set to a popular tune, and
similar prizes are offered for a campaign chorus,
giving the method of voting, i.c., “Put your cross
in the top square.” Y. .

A prize of £5 (donated by the Victorian Anti-
Liquor League) is offered for-the best drawing
or cartoon for campaign purposes and prizes of
£3 and £2 for a drawing showing how to vote, and
utilising the emblem of the League, i.c., the two
children in the map of queensland.

All entries must be in by Feb. 15. - Further
particulars can be obtained from Arthur Toc_)mbes,
State Superintendent, Temperance Hall, Brisbane,
Queensland.

Dr. Clifford Remembered.

In a tiny cottage in the Trent-side village of
Sawley, Derbyshire, where Dr. Clifford was born
in 1836, there has been placed a modest memorial
tablet recording the fact that this great prophet
and leader of men was born there. As a boy,
Dr. Clifford worked in a mill, beginning the day
at eight o'clock, and working long hours- for a
few shillings a week. He was a studious boy,
and early took an interest in religious work, and
by perseverance, hard work, and sheer force of
character, he became the famous leader of British
Nonconformity. His noble life is a proud ex-
ample to every British boy.

Sir Oliver Lodge and Conversion.

G. Gilbert Muir, of the Bradford Wesleyan
Mission, related an interesting story recently at
the Deptford Central Hall Twenty-first Anniver-
sary. He told how he had bombarded Sir Oliver
Lodge regularly each month with a request that
he would address the Eastbrook Brotherhood—
until Sir Oliver, simply to arrest the flow of
letters, finally agreed to come. On arrival at
Bra@ford the visitor asked, “Do you have con-
versions at your Hall.” An affirmative reply
elicited a request for further definite information.
The missioner related brief particvlars of several
outstanding cases, and then Sir Oliver said he
would like to talk with the man who had con-
sumed in drink a whole street of houses, the man
who had been sentenced to death and afterwards
reprieved, and several others. Mr. Muir went out
into the Hall, called in half-a-dozen men, and said,
“I want you to come in and talk to Sir Oliver.”
“Oh, we can't do anything like that” was the
reply. “Yes, but he wants to hear about your
conversion.” That they were willing to do, One
after another the men told in their own way to
the leamed_professor the story of how their
hearts and lives had been transformed. And Sir
Oliver’s own testimony to Mr, Muir after it was
over was, “Thank you ever so much for this ex-

{)_?ri,c,nce. This has been the greatest day in my
ife.
Preach—What?

. In 1889 the Minister of the Methodist church
in charge of the Lismore circuit. preached a series
of three sermons on three consecutive Sunday
cvenings, on the subject of “Giving.”

The first of the series emphasised God's Pro-
prietorship ; the second, what the heathens did
to s_uppox;t their religion; the third set forth the
Christian’s Duty in relation to Giving.

In connection with the delivery of the second of
this series, there sat in the congregation a gentle-

the close oi'thc service, as he and others were
moving down the aisle towards the door, |

stopped, turned round and, facing the min’ist]e
who was at the other end of the church callc:i
out “Preach- Christ!” Then he moved on a f:‘
paces with the rest. Once more he turned roun(‘;
and called out, “Preach Christ.”

Reaching the door, he, for the third time, turneq
round and called out, “Preach Christ!”

The minister spoke to him later that
in course of conversation, Mr. C

“I have been an Agnostic. There’s nothing it
it. I have been an Atheist. There's nothing in
it. ‘T know that none but Jesus Christ can satisfy
the human spirit. If I was converted and be-
came a Christian, I would send a cablegram to
my poor old mother in Dublin who has been
praying for her son, William, for 42 years. No-
thing would rejoice her heart more.” That minis-
ter has never preached a sermon since in which
Jesus Christ did not find a place,

He thinks it would be well if all preachers heard
the voice of some hungry soul calling out “Preach
Christ.”— G.A.R., in  “Australian  Christian
World.”

Baker=Brooker Mission, Bambra-rd., Vic.

The tent was pitched on Nov. 8 in a very central
and convenient position near the junction of Glen-
huntly and Hawthorn Rds. The mission was
well advertised by tram and hoarding posters,
supplemented by leaflets distributed from house
to house. The church was well prepared. Large
attendances had been the order for some time, and
souls were being won. Prayer meetings at 6.30
a.m. proved a great blessing and inspiration.
Everybody was ready and eager for the effort, and
the interest increased as the mission proceeded.
G. F. Nicholls, the local song-leader, handed over
to Les. Brooker a well-prepared congregation of
singers. These two song-leaders did a magnificent
work, co-operating with and relieving each other
throughout the campaign. £

P. R. Baker made a splendid impression on the
opening day, Nov. 9, and continued to wmn his
way. His presentation of the gospel was in
structive and convincing., His loyalty to and force-
ful declaration of the plea have been a great ad&
vertisement for the cause we love. Many an
varied were the questions submitted to the mis-
sioner, who dealt with all in a courteous an
helpful way. Attendances were exceptional, an
on many occasions the tent was far' too Sg‘ﬂ i:
During the first week there were thirteen ECt_
sions, and the second week opened with 16 accc‘rlvc
ing Christ on the Sunday evening. Impl'ei“'tS‘“t
baptismal services were conducted in the €O~
and helped many to a clearer understanding ok
the Scriptures. During the currency of the ﬂ;n(.
sion, 82 accepted Christ—22 men, 3T wm?en'Biblc
29 young people (16 of the latter from the e
school). The final night will live long mninc
memories of those who packed the'te“.t"caS,
made the good confession, and an offering :ﬂs =
and promises amounting to over £300 “aounh
ceived. At the time of writing half the am
£150, is in hand. ion of

A happy meeting in the form of a rcumC::,‘he“
members was held in the chapel on Dec. IZ{Udc is
about 200 were present. A debt of gratittft
owed to a host of sacrificing scrvaﬂlj :’f ger-
Lord, special appreciation being recordec €
vices rendered by the organist, Pm"’“}c' writer
mentalists, assistants at baptisms. 1he€ recia-
wishes to place on record the church’s 3ppb).
fion of the magnificent services rcndcrcmessings
Schwab, the resident preacher. Great &i= iy
have come upon the church, and a splen
prevails.—Geo. T. Nicholls.

night, and
said :
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G. P, Pittman,

All over India, alop the 1ma;
(,m-crnmcntt bui(lidings %a”ctd 1111)111;\\
means post, and g 3
fifteen miles, The Bgﬁ-lifiicalgi%d 5o be about
the end of each of these stages T“L'rf] built at
rest there for the Payment o? one r:]a‘ ‘3, ers may
No bedding is provided, so you musrt)el’; L
own with you. ~ Ag some of these s ave ‘your
too clean, it is advisable to have your oe\fnf“;;;::zf
b?d§ as \\'Sll. Travellers generally take an Indian
(51:2\;.1"[. Vith them to prepare  their meals and

aw water, but in an emergency the “‘chowkidar”
or caretaker will cook some rice and curry, and
Iholl tl;c !cettlc. In a tropical climate these Dak-
rungalows, though mostly rough and ready, are
havens of rest to the weary wanderer, and after
a h?t tJol_ltrn_cy in a bullockl-cart, on bicycle, or
on 100t 1t s sweet to reach the end of a Dak
and take refuge under the cool roof of the
low. As you rest there,
on the broad verandah,
the mango trees, and peacocks call from the
jungle.  When the stars come out jn the purple
sky, you look back in your thoughts upon the
road by which you have come, and forward to
that which you will take to-morrow.

Life has its stages or Daks, and the end of the
year is like a Dak-bungalow on the road. We
look back on the way we have come, and forward
to another year. We rest awhile, if at all pos-
sible, during the holiday season, to recuperate for
future efforts. Our Lord and his disciples came
to the end of such a Dak on one occasion, and
the Master said, “Come ye yourselves apart and
rest awhile.” Sweet is the rest, and helpful are
the thoughts, when Jesus shares them with us,
even though, like him, we may have only a desert
for our resting place. We shall not De able to
“serve God without ceasing day and night” till
we reach heaven, and our tired bodies ngcd some
rest here. Jesus sympathetically recognises this,
and invites us to take holiday with him, then go
forth once more to the varied experiences of
another year.

The pitriarchs had their Daks or stages, fqr
they were tent-dwellers, and moved with their
flocks and herds from place to place. They were
sojourners in a land not their own, and loolfc((}
for a city that hath foundatlons..an‘d Fonfes:f
that they were strangers and pilgrims on ]““
earth. We, too, have no abiding city hcrc.f)ut
we seek after the city which is to come, and ohtc;:
in golden sunsets we seem almost't?. }cixltc it
glimpse of its shining towers. How gLy e
should.hold all that is of this world, hcmf;, r'lczzm}1
to depart at any moment, like those of wh
Longfellow sings, who

“Fold their tents like the .-\rghs,
And as silently steal away. il

The young fugitive Jacob, at thlc ICI(I)(III g cer-
first Dak away from home, llgllllte(nill?t i
tain place, and tarried lhemka f 'the stones of
the sun was set, and he too]' o illows, and lay
that place, andipyt theml o Hs‘\xll)d he 'drcnmed.
down in that place to sleep. the earth, and the
and behold a ladder set up on ol

! heaven ; and behold, the ang
top of it reached to dez:]escéndi"g on it. That spot
of God ascending an Rest-house to him, and he
became a heavenly -ATE' is none other but the
said conﬁer&ur:]g ;;:{d thislsis the gate of heaven,”
house o od,

Francis Thompson says: s p
“The angels keep their :;"Stl;:'ltt :ll)l::::ﬁ:sg"
Turn but a stone, and s A :
"Tis ye, 'ti ur estranged faces i
TEP | 21;' n:;:sy((;w many-splen'dourcd l!(lll(il‘ﬁ)
But l(\vht:n so sad thou C:mrs;t lr;g; sa
Cry; and upon thy so s0 OB
Shali shine the trafﬁc}_}ocf“{‘:ll]co Gl
Pitched h'etween a

Cross.’

roads, there are
-bungalows. Dal

bunga-
and stretch your limbs
the doves are cooing in

Or, as we would say in
heaven and Princes Bridge,
gels would be a profitable
cl}ang;,)g year. Heaven is near us in every time
Ol “sore loss.” Robinson Crusoe, wrecked on the
(lcsqlatc island, remembered the text, ““Call upon
:111;. in ;‘h? day of troul’),le: [ will deliver thee, and
aso?t sha tbglonfy me.” It was a solace to him,
R blas» een to vmany spiritual Crusoes since.

¢ betake ourselves naturally to prayer, when
sorrow and adversity come upon us.

Those old wilderness-wanderers came to the
end of a Dak when they were on the borders of
the promised land, and Moses hade them ‘“re-
member all the way which the Lord thy God
led thee these forty years in the wilderness, to
humh‘lc thee, and to prove thee, to know what
was in thine heart, whether thou wouldest keep
his commandments or no. And he humbled thee,
and suffered thee to hunger, and fed thee with
manna, which thou knewest not, neither did thy
fathers know; that he might make thee know
that man doth not live by bread only, but by
every word that proceedeth out of the mouth of
God doth man live.” The book of Deuteronomy
is a good one to read as the old year goes out
and the new comes in. It looks back on forty
vears, and forward to forty centuries. And we.
upon whom the ends of the world are come, are
in much the same case as those wanderers, and
need to be humbled and proven, and to learn that
man doth not live by bread alone. Let us, too,
remember all the way which the Lord has led
us, all the mercies, all the guidance, all the long-
suffering. Let us not lust after evil things, as
they also lusted, nor tempt Christ, nor murmur,
as some of them also murmured, and were des-
troyed of the destroyer.

Many of the Psalms breathe the spirit of the
Dak or pilgrim way. Take, for instance, the
ninetieth Psalm. This has been called “the funeral
hymn of the world,” but it might almost be,ttcr be
termed “the pilgrim hymn of tle church.” Its
theme is the transitoriness and vanity of human
life. All is vanity, but for the believer there
is a refuge, an abiding place, a Rest-house—the
Lord himself. Human life, says the writer, flows
on from generation to generation. One passes
away and another comes. But those who trust
in the living God, though they be hut' thq crc‘fuures
of an hour, feel secure and at home in him. “Lord,
thou hast been our dwelling place in all genera-

'.\‘lcllmu_rnc, between
I'he ministry of an-
meditation for the

8Szg

tions. A thousand years j i
. and n thy sight are but as
yc_:s'ltuday when it js Past, and as a watch in lh(:
:nlg,dlt. S\VL spend our years as 2 tale that is
old. 0 teach us to number our days, that we

{na)’tappl{ olur hearts unto wisdom,
veauty of the Lord oyr God be upon us, 2
establish thou the work of our hangs." ;Vl:'xllg

ever you leave unread read this Y
: ) his Psalm New
ear’s eve, g

And let the

Paul, the tent-maker, was one who was always
on the move, going from city to city, from Dak
to Dak, with the gospel, and he naturally grew
lm look on life itself in this way. He says, “We
Kl}O\\: (hat' if the earthly house of our ta-bc'rnnclc
be dissolyed, we haye a building from God, a
housg not made with hands, cternal, in the hea-
vens.” Life, to him, was just a journey to
heaven, He knew that “whilst we are at home
m the body, we are absent from the Lord (for
we walk by faith, not by sight),” and he was
willing rather to be absent from the body, and
to be at home with the Lord.” And out of this
grew an ambition. “We are ambitious, whether
at home or absent, to be well-pleasing unto him.”
Not ambitious to be great or famous, successful
or wealthy, but to be well-pleasing to the Lord.
May this kind of ambition, and no aother, grow
in us all with the process of the years.

“Lear not,” said God to Jacob, when he was a
hundred and twenty years old, and when he was
about to set out on his last Dak, to a strange
land—"Fear not to go down into Egypt. 1 will
go down with thee into Egypt.” And the old
man was content to go. As we look forward
into the New Year, there may be fear and fore-
boding, for we know not what a day may bring
forth, and we have not- passed this way before.
But God will go down with us into Egypt. Luther's
favorite Psalm was, “God is our refuge and
strength, a very present help in trouble. There-
fore will we not fear, though the earth be re-
moved. and though the mountains be cast into
the midst of the sea.”” He paraphrased it in his
famous “battle-hymn of the Reformation.”

“A mighty fortress is our God,
A bulwark never failing:
Our helper he amid the flood
Of mortal ills prevailing. -
Did we in our own strength confide
QOur striving would be losing, h
Were not the right Man on our side,
The Man of God's own choosing.”

The right Man is always on our side, if we are
on his. He is our refuge, our divine Rest-house,
our mighty fortress and never-failing bulwark.
Let us not fear, though the solid earth be re-
moved, and the mighty mountains be cast into
the midst of the sea.

o e erioee
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OBEDIENCE.

B ek O 2
-

} SAID: “Let me walk in the
fields."” ;
He said : **No, walk inthe town.

He said: *‘No flowers, but a
crown."'

¢
%

4
1

f:;\ | said: “‘But the skies are .black:
l‘l}\ There is nothing but noise and

din.

. . )
18 sin.

I said: **But the air is thick, &
And fogs are veiling the sun.

And souls in the dark undone !’

= | said: ““There are no flowers there.""

And He wept as He sent me back—
“There is more,”’ He said, “‘there

He answered: “‘Yet souls are sick,

I said: ** | shall miss the light, i
And friends will miss me, they say.

He answered: ‘‘Choose to-night
If | am to miss you or they.”

| pleaded for time to be given.
He said: “Is it hard to decide ?

It will not seem so hard in heaven "
To have followed the steps of your Guide.

| cast one look at the fields,
Then set my face to the town;
He said: **My child, do you yield? n
Will you yield the flowers for the crown ?
Then into His hand went mine;
And into my heart came He;
And | walk in a light divine,

h 1 had feared to see.
i G ks — George MacDonald_
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The Christmas song was in the air,

Its subtle charm {felt everywhere:
From Rome and Athens in their pride,
To every little countryside,

When o’er' Judea's little town

The angel hosts came singing down.

The Christmas song is in the air,
One hears it ringing evervwhere:
He hears it on the busy streets
From lips of everyone he meets;
And knows that still o'er every town
The ange! hosts are singing down.
—W. L. Stidger.

Lest We Forget.

It was Christmas Day. Ruth sang cheerily as
she laid the table for dinner. It was not going
to be a very elaborate dinner—not as Christmas
dinners go. Father’s long illness and attendant
expenses made even the smallest luxury practic-
allv impossible. But the roast would be juicy
and tender—almost as good as chicken or turkey
—and there would be enough of what they had;
and. besides—but that was deep in Ruth’s heart.

She had not been at all happy in the early
morning. There had been nothing but hardship
and disappointment, it seemed, for weeks previous.
Ruth had enumerated them all to herself as she
dressed hurriedly in the morning. )

After breakfast, mother had asked her to do
an errand, and, as she passed the Scribners’ cot-
tage on her way, Bessie came out, drawing her
shabby coat closer about her. There were four
vounger than Bessie in the Scribner family, and
there was no father, just a mother, who took in
washings. Bessie was out now to carry one of
the washings home, and she was to use the money
she would receive for it to buy potatoes for the
Christmas dinner.

“They'll be the first we've had for a long time,”

she confided to Ruth, as they walked along to-
gether, “and we're all so glad. Mother sprained
her wrist, you know, and hasn’t been able to do
washings until this last one.”
J And this was the secret of Ruth's changed at-
titude since the early morning reflections; she
had had a glimpse of conditions in life less for-
tunate than her own. She bad come straight
h_ome, and sought out the text for the day in her
little ook of daily Bible readings: “Bless the
Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits.”
How could she have forgotten her benefits, even
for a time?—Selected.

Christmas All the Year.

ngeral young men in New York City had
Christmas all the year not long ago. They were
junior partners in a big business house, and on
Christmas eve the senior partner made a remark-
able statement to them. “I have been thinking,”
said the senior partmer. “I do not think it is
right that T should get two-thirds of the profits
of the husiness, while you get only one-third
among you. Hereafter you men will draw two-
thirds. and T shall have one-third.”

And the young men went home to a joyous
Christmas.  All the following year they had
Christrgas every day.

But it was not only the magnificent Christmas
vresent that gave them Christmas all the year.
Tn time they might have got used to it, and might
have forgotten it. But thev had Christmas all
the year hecause this fine gift was only a work-
ing out of the real Christmas spirit of the senior
partner. Always he was treating his associates
in ways as wenerous as this: and all the year they
lived cheerily, contentedly, and with genuine in-

spiration, because they were \\_'orking a!l.thc year
\\Pith 2 man who had the Christmas spirit all the
'ear.

)cf\s a matter of fact, these men w‘ould have had
Christmas all the year even if their senior part-
ner had not made them the expensive Christmas
present. For that generous, helpful Christmas
spirit of his still would have been \\'.llh them.
“Christmas all the year” is simply “Christ all the
year.” ‘If the spirit of Man born on the first
Christmas is ours, we have all that we need to
give us and other people every day the best that
even Christmas can offer—Paul Patten Faris.

The World and Jesus.

“The world knew him not.” John 1: r10. ]
“Christ was unrecognised by his own people in
his own world. Mary E. Coleridge, the great-
great-niece of the famous Samuel Taylor Cole-
ridge, reminds us of the loneliness of Jesus in the
very hour of his birth:
‘] saw a stable, low and very bare,
A little child in a manger.
The oxen knew him, had him in their care,
To men he was a stranger.
The safety of the world was lying there,
And the world’s danger.””

A Prayer.

Abide with me,
And make my faith to be a living flame to
guide my erring feet
Along the paths that Doubt hath fashioned, and
fear made rough and steep.
Be thou my guide,
That I may live from day to day, and know that
in the eventide
Thy loving hand hath brought me nearer to
the other side.
I pray thee, Lord,
For strength to serve, and courage give to men
who are by sin oppressed,
That I may lead some soul, as I was led, re-
pentant to the feet of Christ.

—W. A. Bradford.

Nipped in the Bud.

A gentleman, travelling from London to South-
end, stepped on to the platform and made his way
to where a ticket collector stood rubbing his
hands.

“Very cold this evening,” said the gentleman.

“Yes, sir; yes, sir; very cold indeed.”

“Would you like a nip of something, old boy?”

“Thank you very much, sir; I would.”

“Well, here you are then. Just take a nip out
of this ticket.”

School Examiner: “What is the meaning of
false doctrine?”

_School-boy: “Please, sir, it's when the doctor
glll\;’es the wrong kind of stuff to people who are
ulL it

“The minister was preaching a long sermon
from the text, ‘Thou art weighed in the balance,
and art found wanting’ After an hour the con-
gregation hecame impatient, and one by one began
to move, leaving the place, much to the annoyance
of the preacher. At length, as another was about
to leave, he stopped his sermon, remarking: ‘That’s
rxgth,t;, gentlemen, as fast as you are weighed, pass
out,
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The Family Altar,

J.C.F. P, ——

SUNDAY.
In those days came John the Bapt;
thew 3: I. aptist.—MNat.
“The last,
King,
Girt with rough skins, hies to the Jes .
e ert wild ;
Thcrcrlc)lt;:'st he forth—‘All ye whose hope;
On God! with me amidst these desert
Repent! repent! and from old crrorssntll(,):::.ilyi
Reading—Matthew 3: 1-4. ’
MONDAY.
Flee from the wrath to come.—Matthew 3: 7
John Bunyan pictures Evangelist asking Chris.
tian, when they first met: “If this be thy condi-
tion, why standest thou still?” He answered:
“Because I know not whither to go.” Then he
gave him a parchment-roll, and there was written
within, “Flee from the wrath to come.”
Reading—Matthew 3: 5-12.
TUESDAY.
Then came Jesus from Galilee to the Jordan
unto John, to be baptised of him.—Matthew 3: 13,
“To Jordan's stream the Saviour goes
To do his Father's will;
His breast with sacred ardor glows,
Each precept to fulfil.
“Behold him buried in the flood,
(The emblem of his grave),
Who, from the bosom of his God,
Came down a world to save.”
Reading—Matthew 3: 13-17.
WEDNESDAY. 5
Then was Jesus led up of the Spirit into the
wilderness to be tempted of the devil.—Matthew
45Ty
J. H. Jowett wrote, “Whatever else my Lord
shall be to me, he shall not be a counterfeit man,
exposed to counterfeit fire, a mere stage fire, a
man played upon by harmless sheet-lightning, and
never moving amid the dreaded bolts and forked
flame. His shall not be the sham fight, and mine
the actual struggle, or he can be no I;eader for
me. He himself ‘suffered being tempted.’” He fclg
the real heat of the fire, he felt the fascination ol
the real seduction. Jesus of Nz}zarcth had
the real devil to meet and the real devil to wagt
and the garlands on his brow were nobly won.
Reading—Matthew 4: I-4.
THURSDAY. is
Then the devil leaveth him; and behold a.ngc
came and ministered unto him.—Matthew 4: IT.
One has expressed the view that “angels are alc_:
tually, though invisibly, in the midst of our \vcont
shipping assemblies, witnesses of our dCP?"tm e
and hearers of that gospel to which, too o ten;—itcs
give so languid an attention.” The apostle ‘:’nhor
of “ministering spirits,” whilst a modern il L
says that if in heaven we shall see the :mgels1 will
ministered to Jesus, surely the whole churc
be interested in them.
Reading—Matthew 4: 5-II.
FRIDAY. ;
And he saith unto them, Come ye ait
T will make you fishers of men—Matt
“Jesus calls us: o'er the tumult
Of our life's wild restless sed,
Day by day his sweet voice soun
Saying. Christian, follow me.
As of old, apostles heard it

the greatest, hera
grea 5 ald of heaven’s

er me, and
hew 4: 19

deth.

r ilean lake, :
'l'lﬁ'}netdhefrg;hhomc. and toil, :m'fi kindred:
Leaving all for his dear sake.
Reading—Matthew 4: 12-20.
SATURDAY ud fob

left their nets
20. -
obedience know

And they straightway
lowed him.—Matthew 4:

“‘Straightway'! True
lays."—Jerome,

Reading—Matthew 4:

s no de-

21-25.
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Prayer Meeting Topic
January »,

The Opening Year.
(Proverbs 3: 1.6,)

Horace Kingsbury.,

“Trust in the Lord with
lean not upon thine ow
1;1_\' \\'a]ys“acknowlcdge 1
thy paths.” Th i ipti
L ]‘app)?r?\'clf\'ng’el;it’ter prescription than

“Trust in the Lord wi:
experience of his goodne
trustfulness. “The Lord
and gracious, slow
mercy.”  “Blessed
trust in him,”

ik Lean _not  upon thine own understanding.”
! T'he positive duty has its corresponding negation
in the admonition against self-confidence.” “Seest
theu a man wise in his own conceit? There is
more hope of a fool than of him.” “Be not wise
in your own conceits.”

all thine heart, and
N understanding: in all
um, and he shall direct

I all thine heart.” Past
ss_fully justifies present
is full of compassion
to anger, and plenteous in
are all they that put their

“Iiall thy ways acknowcledze him.” “In all
thy ways. In thy worship. In thy study of his
word. In thy intercourse with his people. In
thy traffic with the world. In thy business and
in thy recreation. At thy meals. In thy corres-
pondence. In thy reading. Tn thy dress. What!
In all these petty matters? Yes! in all thy ways!
Thinkest thou that God will have no word for
thee on such topics? Be undeceived. Thou shalt
find a revelation of the will of God for every
one of thy paths. There is no need for thee to
ever let go his hand.” (Bowen.)

“Acknowledge him,” says Dr. Jowett, “but not
with a passing nod of recognition. I must not
merely glance at him now and again, admitting
his existence on the field. To acknowledge him
is to acknowledge him as King, with the right
to control, and as predominant partner in all
the affairs of my life, even the right to give the
determining voice in all my decisions. No, it is
not the recognition paid fo an acquaintance, it is
the homage paid to a King.”

“And he shall direct thy paths” “And i.f. 1
thus acknowledge him,” continues Dr. Jowett, he
will direct my paths. Life shall always be mov-
ing on to its purposed end and glory. The path
chosen will not always be the most alluring one,
but it will be the right one, and therefore the
safe one, and there will be wonderful discoveries
on the uninviting track. How will he let \f‘r;c
know which path to take? I cannot say. ﬁ
can never anticipate God’s ways of dealing witl
us  But if my life is bent to the loving acknow-
ledgment of his will, he will assn{cdly find a way
to make his will known. The light will always

oy . ”
reach the willing mind. 95 <ty
i i thy Guide;
“Take time to be holy, let him be 5uid
‘\::d run not before him, whatever l)ehgc,
Tn joy or in sorrow still follow _thy'Lg{, s
And, Tooking to Jests, still trust in his Word.
he 1 thee:

& d bless thee, and keep t

"R:g ]i:?):d make his face to shine upon thee,
and be gracious unto thee: .
l “The gLord {ift up his countenance upon thee,

”
and give thee peace. :
wStill will we trust, though earth be

And ﬂaf:ar})]'éart faint bencath his chastening

d’ 7 v
Thoughr(;tccp and rough the pathway, W
weary, ; v
Still will we trust 1o (_iod. \

REP’EREXCES.——GCllcs;:nz;;_..
0; Psalm 27: 3-5 23} Psalm 27:
John 14: 6.

TOFIC TFOR
VENLY FATHER

dark and

orn and

27 Proverbs 16:
11; Job 23: 108

TANUARY 14,—0UR HEA-
—Psalm 103: 1-14.
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Why do bells for Christ ing?
Why do little children sing?  ©-

Once a lovely shinin

3 g star
Seen by shepherds from afar
Gently ‘moved until jts light
Made a manger cradle bright.

[here a tiny baby lay,
leIO\ycd soft upon the hay,
:\ngi 1ts mother said and smiled,
This is Christ, the Holy Child.

Therefore bells for Christmas rin
Therefore little children sing. .
—Eugene Field.

How the Christmas Chimes Rang in the
Belfry.

An old lc_gend tells us that there was once an
?}3 C::}H'Ch in ;\}']hosc blc(}fry\\vcrc the most beauti-
tul chimes 1n the world. No man or woman liv-
ing had ever heard them ring, but each one had
hcarg }llls bfathcr or grandfather tell of their
wonderiul beauty.

There was a belief among the people that the
chimes would sing on Christmas Day if they
brought the most precious gift and laid it on
the alfar of the church. The king appointed the
next Christmas for every man, woman and child
in the city to bring him his gift.

First came the king and laid his crown upon
the altar. The people gazed in wonder and sat
waiting expectantly; for surely no gift could be
more precious than the king’s crown. But the
chimes did not ring. Then a soldier came and
laid his sword upon the altar, but still the chimes
did not ring.

A woman brought a beautiful dress of her own
weaving, and laid it by the soldier’s sword, but
there was no sound from the old belfry. A maiden
brought flowers, planted and watered by her own
hand, but still the chimes did not ring.

Now there was in a distant part of the city
a little boy named Peter, who for weeks had
been saving a few small coins for his gift. It
had heen very hard to save them. But at last
he was on his way with these, his most precious
gift, to lay on the altar. He had nearly
reached the steps of the church when a whine
made him look down on the sidewalk. '

There in a narrow doorway crouched a little
dog with a broken leg. What should Peter do?
Tt was getting late. If he waited to take the dog
home and bind up his leg, the church would be
closed and he would lose his chance to make the
beautiful chimes ring. But another whine came
from the dog. Peter took his hand from 1‘hc
pocket where the hard-earned money lay, pl'glf\ﬁ(!
up the dog in his arms and ran home as 5\\1”t _\[
as he could. As he came to the door he called
to his brother Hans, “Hans, come, take the money
and run back to the church. Quickly, I-Lu'us. XE
may be closed z’md the beautiful chimes have no

rung.’ .. :

yc'tn?::nhe scst{ to work binding up tl}lz_:l dog'stlfg;

His little brotlul:r ran (o ]thv;*gcl;ttl:‘c(}:;ws l(?o:‘\'fls -

sunlight was throwing long St ol
aisles as the people sat waiting, di 3 3

z 'as laid upon the altar

one gift after :'mother was Dl ol

1 <till the chimes were silent. .Jus a
?é?tl fllnltlelir places to pass‘ outil ]gen-:ng"lpu[:hlemglee-p:
o . came panting, breathless, ILEDS,
:ll::;\\'uh(t,l\le c;or::g ghlllc straight to the altar where

2id a few small coms. s, 3
thluddcnly from out th?iclmfl)f]ili;‘.:L;‘l:ebgilfl:l)"dll).ﬂ:hg
tl}e s '“.'O n(l'(;:lglllqll(:‘r'lilzll; harmony. People fell
air, the city, W in joy and thankfulness. men

their knees 1 | i
::-II)::‘had not prayed in years praised God, mother

:m:ld their little children more closely to their
}uar.(s, he whole city scemed caught up in
(l;f,::;c"ly melody and held close to the heart of

And from a window in a di i
; ! a distant part of the city
l-xlltlc Pct.crs face looked out, its great longinz,'
changed into great peace. His own small gift had
made the chimes ring out at last.

Queensland Bible School Notes.

The :mnuaj (liﬁtribulion of prizes won at the
recent examination took place in the Ann St
chapel on Dec. 3. Mr. F. E. Alcorn, the presi-
dent of the Bible School Union, presided over a
crowded meeting. In the course of his remarks,
Mr. Alcorn said that a larger work was now be-
ing done by the Union than ever before, because
of the larger finance made possible by the gener-
ous support of the churches and “schools. A
splendid programme was presented by the scholars
of the various suburban schools.

The Bible Schools’ Organiser, Mr. A. J. Fisher,
announced the results of the recent tournament,
which has been participated in by 22 schools in
town and country, competing for a shield of
honor presented to the Union by Mrs. W. A. C.
Wendorf. The scores were given for attendance,
increase and Union members, based upon per-
centage. The highest score was made by the
Croydon Bible school, gaining 1,179 marks in the
last three months, and doubling its enrolment in
the same time. In addition, the following certi-
ficates were awarded :—For highest possible at-
tendance: Sixteen Mile School, 88 per cent; for
highest score, any one week: Tannymoral School,
121 marks; for highest number Union members:
Albion School; and for highest per cent. Union
members: Ma Ma Creek School. During the
three months of the tournament the united schools
increased 16 per cent., every school securing new
scholars. The average weekly attendance was
&0 per cent.

Mr. L. Larsen, State President of the Queens-
land Churches of Christ, presented the prizes to
those who in Queensland won Australian honors.
They were Dorothy Roberts, of Drillham; Olive
Enchelmaier, of Albion; Thomas Martin, of Bris-
bane; and Mrs. Dack, of E. Ipswich.

Of the State prizes, those won in the country
schools had already been sent to the schools.
Those won in the suburbs were presented by the
President, Mr. F. E. Alcorn, as follows:—Gold
medal, Roderick O'Connell; silver medal, Olive
Fnchelmaier; first prizes, Mrs. Dack, Thomas
Martin, Dorothy Clapham, Dorothy Judge. Sccrt)nd
prizes, Frank Cane, Len Wyeth, Bonnie Woft,
Arnold Risson. Third prizes, Eric Fnchelnrmer.
Walter Mills, Victor Gager, Robert Wyeth,
Mervyn Feemy, Ida Black, Nellie _Dack. In
addition to the prizes, about fifty merit and pass
certificates were also given to successful scholars.
—A.J.F.

Vacation.

7acation-time ought to be the one of all others
\\‘I}m‘lc ::'e take time to think arnd to cult.n":uc' d;f
spiritual side of our natures. We all knowf. .ho{g i
that it isn't. usually. A week or two o .slta)mg_
away from church, a week -or two of neg nc‘t ‘|'E
daily Bible reading and_prayer, and theh .\\.'.o‘;
trend of life is changed. Let us start (‘)‘ut.t is )le‘."
with the determination to let nothing :nl le ap m‘.'
in our vacation programmes \\'hl.cl.\ ‘I‘ll- mit r‘:_
fresh us spiritually as well as physically —"Loo

out.”
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Christmas Greetings.

The .M. Board sends hearty Christmas greet-
ings to the Australian Brotherhood. and on behalf
of the missionaries and native workers and or-
phans on the foreign fields thanks tl}em for the
wenerovs support of the work. It will makc_ our
own Christmas with all its wonderful happiness
happier stiil when we remember that on Decem-
ber 25 at all our stations in the foreign countries
they will be having one of the happiest days af
their year provided for them by the generous
gifts of the Australian brotherhood. )

When the famine came to many of them, it
was our Auvstralian brotherhood’s money that
saved them from starvation. The little orphaas
whose lives have been made brighter know that
their help comes from the unselfish contributions
of those who live in Australia, and the many thou-
sands who have received medical treatment and
comfort and the message of salvation from our
evangelists have gratitude in their hearts for the
Avstralian Churches of Christ who have made
ail this blessing to them possible.

In the name of all these we wish you a very
Happy Christmas and a prosperous New Year.

Good News from Shanghai.

Mr. and Mrs. W. M. Cameron.
In charge of our work at
Shanghai, China.

Our Union Movement.

Since last writing you we have had quitc a
development in this matter. There are now four
churches in Shanghai, namely, Kwenming Road,
cne at Loong Ching Lee, one at Djun Fung Ka,
and one at Lu Ka Shai. Kwenming Road church
needs no special remark, except to say that it
stands for the work started by the late Mr. James
Ware and shows no break in its history. Looag
Chin Lee church is a break-off from the former
Miller Road church, and has been on its own for
a number of years. It has been strong for in-
dependence, hut recently joined in a general move-
ment of a loose kind of union with the other
churches in Shanghai, involving open membership
and monthly communion. It has now given up
all this, and declared itself loyal to the movement
we represent. The church at Djun Fung Ka has
had for a leader a very carnest Christian man,
well known to me for many years, The members
speak a different dialect from Shanghai, and <5
have been more by themselves. Mr. Ting Pay (the
leader mentioned) now declares himself and the
little church one with us. The fourth cause is 2
small one and is located in French-town, Al
these persons have heen for long connected with
our moyvement, but for years have heen scattered
and isolated, and working sometimes on peculiar
lines, yet they are all fundamentally our people.
It is an impressive sight to find the drawing ‘o-
zether taking place now after so long,

ducted by G. T. WALDEN, M.A, H——

Missions. =

_|

A practical union has been effected. The I\\nin:
ming Road church is now _rccogﬂlSCd as the
“mother” church. Union services ’for worship arc
held, three successive Sundays at Kwenming Road
and each fourth Sunday at Loong Ching Lee.
Apart from these communion services, each church
carries on preaching meetings f_or the general
public. By the three churches in the east the
northern districts union evangelistic wor}c is car-
ried out during the week, and workers (including
our evangelist Ning) go out to the small French-
town meeting place each Wednesday afternoon.

On October 10 we had a united baptismal ser-
vice when 21 were baptised, 17 being from Loong
Ching Lee, two from our place and the other two
from the other churches. It was a great day at
Kwenming Road, where the meeting took place.
All sat down to the Lord’s table in happy, yet
solemn mood.

This records a step forward. I have been care-
ful to press for definite statements (at our deacons
meeting) as to the present attitude of the
churches uniting to our plea, and it appears to be
a satisfactory one. The hope of permanent
success in this movement is in the fact that all
the leaders have been for years in close touch
with our position and do, in truth, belong to our
group.

AMr. Ning's reports show that he and his fellow-
helpers really get a lot of work done. His re-
port for October tells of a social meeting held
on October 10 by members and friends of the
Christian Endeavor Society. Some 80 persons
were present, and they enjoyed pictures dealing
with astronomy and addresses on the prophets
of the Old Testament, and the subject of redemp-
tion through Christ as shown in the New Testa-
ment. They also discussed some questions about
the best way to carry on the Endeavor work. Six
new members enrolled at the meeting.

Mr. Ning goes out to the French-town place
of meeting every Wednesday afternoon, and he
often preaches in the shelters for refugees (erected
on account of the provincial war, now finished
in this part). Mr. Ning and his helpers change
their methods constantly as circumstances demand.

Ovr work will now move steadily along to-
wards Christmas, when the children come in for
their special treat; after that, the Chinese new
vear will be on us, during the latter part of
January.

So far I have not heard of any sickness among
the children this term.

News from Chefoo, Shantung province, goes
to show that the two deaf and dumb girls from
the Kwenming Road church are doing well. The
strong northern air will do them good. Those es-
pecially who are interested in our orphan fund
will be glad to know that the way was opened
for these two girls. The Christian mother is
deeply grateful. One girl is supported by outside
fends, and one partly by our Australian funds
and partly by the Kwenming Road members, the
church payving one-third of the cost.

The members are thus gaining experience in
this kind of work. Wishing you and all work-
ing with you all good wishes.

Yours sincerely,
(Signed) W, M. Cameron.

Notes and Nzws.

The Victorian F.)M, Secretary, J. . Allan, gives
a good report of the Children’s Day offering, Tao
date he has heard from 50 schools, with a total
of fr54. Tl]e leading schools are Box Hill,
£8/1/-: Oakleigh, £8; Surrey Hills, £7/12/3.

We are glad to announce the birth of a daugh-
ter to Mr. and Mrs. Waterman, Mother and
daughter are hoth doing well. May this dear

" Plains District, South Aus.

December 5

5) 1924.
little child one day l)c_cnrollc(l asia mide:
to the great land of C!un:g. ~ We are Sure Sl?nury
Australian children will join us ip all

and her parents a very happy Christ:]‘;l"ng her
Bro. W. Morrow, M.L.C, President
I*.M. Board, is leaving with his wife on J
on a visit to the United States. He Cﬂrric~all"
him the best wishes of all who kngy ],ih With
a happy and prosperous visit. He has beey inI]nbfor
abundant in connection with our :\ustra l(')rs
churches, especially with those in South .-\usta Y
He is held in high esteem as one of ofic flal.la.
members of Parliament, and he is ope i ()Llal
strong men of the Legislative Council, W, s}l l]c
miss him very much from the [F,)M. Board ;al
we know that he will come back enricheq in 1.“\ll
perience to give us even better service in t]'“;
future. On Jan. 2 the various committees with
which Bro. Morrow has been associated wil| e
tertain him and Mrs. Morrow at a farewell social
We are sure that all will join with us in ‘\‘ishiug
Bro. and Sister Morrow bon woyage, a pleasant
trip from us, and a speedy return to us,

of the

State Foreign Mission Secretaries,
Please send offerings to the following:—
Victoria—J. E. Allan, 51 Watts-st., Box Hill.
N.S.W.—]J. Clydesdale, 9 Grand-par., Brighton-le

Sands.
S.A.—L. R. Fisher, 74 O'Connell-st., Nth. Adelaide.
W.A.—W. Clay, 393 Bagot-rd., Subiaco.
Qld—H. W. Hermann, Francis-st., Eagle Junc
tion, Brisbane.
Tas.—]. Foot, jr., 14 Balfour Pl., Launceston.

Federal Secretary.—G. T. Walden, M.A. 73
Edmund-av., Unley, S.A.
ADDRESSES.

Arthur Botting (secretary South Dunedin
church, N.Z.).—r117  Macandrew-rd.,  South

Dunedin.

J. L. Wheeler (secretary Warracknabeal
church, Vic.).—Warracknabeal.

W. Edwards (secretary Nailsworth church,
S.A.) —First Av., Sefton Park, S.A.

BIRTH.
'CUMMISKEY  (nee Irenc Mason).—On

Nov. 19, at Nanango, Queensland, to Mr., and
Mrs. George Cummiskey—a daughter (Verna
Irene).

IN°- MEMORIAM. :
PAYNE—In loving memory of mother, Wwho
was called home, Dec. 23, 1920.
Deep in our hearts there’s a memory
Of one we will never forget. e
—Inserted by her loving daughter and son-in-idt
Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Perry, Kensington, Vic.

WANTED.

The preacher of the church at Chelsca,
J. Thomson, would be pleased to ]‘n‘xowl
members or clubs that will be visiting b
Mordialloc and Frankston during the holi
summer season. Please address any cof
cations “Edithvale House,” Chelsea. ountry

Any young lady connected with a flSCd to
church desiring home near the city and e
children, please write to Mrs. B. W. Mar:ion o
lDanl:»y St., Torrensville, S.A. Remunera
ielping in the home. ng

Wanted, preacher—young man’s man—for ,'I;:blc
Good salary SUpo o
man. Particulars from F. J. Goodwim
water, Victoria. : e

The church at East Kew, Vic, r_equn'esI 5
vices of a full-time preacher. 'b'l]:':tlir::i hea
growing distirict, great possibilities. [
letter, stating salary, to D. F. Hendersot
retary, 133 Eglington St., Kew. i

COMING EVENTS‘ o Bible
JANUARY 19.—Bay Excursion of t will be
Schools and Young People’s I)cP“rtmcneat soCi‘ll
held on Monday, January I9. he Igrfnrc.
event of the year. Better than ever D¢

Bro. W.
of any
etween
ay of
nmuni-

he ser-
ant
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A Happy New Year,
“Grace be

1 with all those ‘¢
Jesus Christ j g

N uncorruptness.”
Another year is dawning,
Dear )Iastcr, let it be,

In working or in waiting
Another year with thee.

".\nnthcr_ year of service,
Of witness of thy love,

.\nf)thcr year of training
For holier work above.”

our Lord

A 1|1lc~c}xllgli<)r breaking of bread has been com-
menced 1 the home of Bro. Wilii i
v h s am Thomas
Suburban Rd., York, W.A - \
Victorian church secretaries and treasurers are
requested to have the annual Home Mission offer-
mg money sent without delay to the acting sec-
retary, Reg. Enniss, 14 Queen St, Melbourne,
_\.\vc ask our church reporters to note that there
will be no issue of the “Christian” next week, and
b 1 : £, 3
kindly to refrain therefore from sending reports

for ;l week.  Duplication greatly adds to the office
work.

In many of our churches in 1925 the New Testa-
ment readings will be from the Book of Acts,
“God's Book of Conversions.” In this issue we
print the introductory article of a series to be
contributed by Bro. A. W. Connor. This will be
found helpful and instructive.

During the past six weeks parcels have been
received from the following by the Benevolent
Section of the Victorian Social Service Dept.:—
Auburn, Flinders St. (3), Clyde, Auburn (3),
Boronia, Woorinen, Swan Hill, Oakleigh (parcel
groceries), Glenferrie, Sister Enniss, Junior En-
deavorers’  Sunshine Committees (360 Ibs.
groceries).

Bro. C. L. Lang, of Doncaster, recently delivered
a lecture at Hawthorn, Vic., on “The Birds of our
Bush.” Bro. Lang is an ardent admirer of the
birds, and a capable photographer, and over 100
beautiful pictures of birds were thrown on the
screen. The lecture is one of both scientific and
popular interest, and will be much appreciated
wherever it is heard. s s

At Ipswich, Qld, on Dec. 14, a DBible schoo
scholarp confcss(egd Christ. Sister Newlands is
back from hospital, and is doing well. The sis-
ters have held a successful sale of work. Toys
have been given by the children for the .poor
children in Brisbane. The chapel has 119\v]a
fine railing in front of the platform; this is the
work of Bro. Morris, the C.E. pa;’lﬂ‘a’ for samff-

7. Allan, secretary and treasurer 0
th?t\(i‘rs',l',\Fchd fund, reports that an ei\'celllcnf
response to the appeal has been made bl):l cl;urc;:&
and individuals. The commitlee wou . tedg i)y
to receive all outstanding 'moncyss C(:i z:c CJ 5
churches by Tuesday, 3oth inst. e%h Ora;'cr;
Allan, 51 Watts St, Box Hill, Vie, | "pe BFp0
of the brotherhood are a;kcd on cn: o
Wedd, who is under medical treatment ? s

McColl's private hospital, Balwyn. = - .o

Mile End Endeavorers paid, thelr\ aSixty-eight
to the Old Folks' Home at Magill tSmflc Mgl
went in the party, and 2 greatk‘ ders the same
Father Christmas came to the kin erI N ain
c\:eningv as a number went to Gn_}yh; Ak
for their young people’s SCr¥Cl i There
Hope had a very successful ek ning; these
\verpc fo;.lr baptisms last \Vedm:sda}’l es‘i:enday 'morn-
all received the hand of welcome or ceting another
ing. ~ At the close o go;pgltm The contract
mother made decision for G rlss;i ed, and it is
for the new buildingd;ﬁ%}_’eg‘l’,en;g‘; by the first
loped to have it rea

Sunday in June.

il

3 Ballarat (Dawson St.), on Lord's day, Decc.
21, had the joy of receiving into fellowship five
of thosc' who confessed their Lord during the
recent mission. Bro. Connor presided, and 2 de-
hghtf_ul address was given by Bro. Rowland
Morris. Bro. and Sister Daniels, who have re-
moved to Richmond, will be missed. During the
cighteen months since they united with the church
they have proved faithful and willing workers.
Sister Scurrah fell asleep in Jesus on Saturday,
Dec. 20. She was for many years in the Bunin-
yong church, and for the past seven years had
resided at Ballarat. She was a faithful member,
\'\'ho gave the church the first place. She was over
31 years old. At the evening service Bro. Connor
spoke on “The Jesus of the Cradle and the
[hrone.” There was a good attendance, and ap-
propriate Christmas spiritual songs were sung.

g}(x

— KK > |

A'NEW YEAR RESOLUTION

Begin the New Year well.

Make good resolutions—and keep them.

Know more of the word and will of God.
Be more interested in the things of the
kingdom. Read devotional and educational
books. Do not confine your weekly reading
to the secular press, but take a religious
newspaper regularly.

NK
NK

To know is to be interested. To be in-

terested is to help.

\ “The cAustralian ('lrrl'sliuu".is the best
paper for an Australian disciple to read
regularly. It keeps you in louch.

Order now from the local church agent.
Price, 2/3 per quarter.

Our desire to get

The“Christian”in every church home

is not a selfish one. It would help the in-
dividual Christian, strengthen the local

church, assist the Brotherhood, further the
interests of the kingdom of God.
B ¥
There was a good attendance at Magill In-
stitute, S.A., on Thursday evening, on the occa-
sion of the speech day of “Ellerslie Collegiate
School for Girls. Brig.-Gen. S. Price Weir (Pre-
sident of the Churches of Christ) was in the chair.
The principal of the college (Mr. R. I-Iarkrl\ess.
B.A.) presented the second annual report. There
had been an increase of 4o per cent, in the num-
ber of scholars attending the school; 63 hzuflﬁb_cen
enrolled since the college opened. .t\n e cncui
teaching staff had rendered excellent ser\\ ice, gm(l
satisfactory results had been secured. s m.us(lici::_
programme Was hcr_uoyed. and prizes were dis
tributed by the chairman. y
The opening services of the Gawler chap’el‘:
S.A.. were held on Sunday, Dec. 14. A pl"a)e’l
;m-:c't'ing at 7 a.m. was well attended. lIt‘ !\as_n.'
time of great refreshing, and a gm_u.l. uguu}llhz:
to a day of great joy and tlmnksgnmg.’ L
three services which followed were all we s
tended. Bro. Raymond spo(ll:e mc r:gfgmql“‘;:lcniblen-
<ine afternoon and evening. 1
:l;l:loal(}(:ll;lcl\:s“c'; were hclpl’ul ‘:}_nd highly :g)prﬁu;
ated, the subjects being The .C‘hur'g _‘_‘Tl‘;e
'Vnh'lc e Church—-H‘t-r Mission, e
Church—Her Establishment. The pr;sencg oban
umber of visitors from city and su 1i1r -
“I ches was enjoyed. The_ President o“ i
z‘:)l:lrfercncc. Bro. S. Price Weir, attended all the

KK

meetings.  The choir rendered <nec: L
and Miss Smelt and .\Iissdc&)(:l-b:ltltu:;:dcc{l[on“
mgs were held during the week from’ \[;mcl?l\-'
to Thursday inclusive, when \'isilin" . L“
helped. There was one confessi L i
g ) ! on on Tuesday

ening, and two baptisms on Thursday evening
Visitors brought greetinas and cone e
Bt } gS 2 ongratulations

. the church,  The church home was the ad-
m’\f\x’lrtlo;l Ofl :lxll.l We hope to publish a photo.
. veregret to hear from En e, N g P
bxslcr'\\’halely is laid :\sidgw:v(i‘tll‘\';?i.\l\)&]lh"-“
She is, however, making <atishc(m!)' i
o - 5 I d Y pro-
gress.  Good meetings on Sunday. Carol sine-
Ing was a feature of the evening service,. Bro
Whately's subject was “The Golden Rc.volutim;
versus the Red Revolution.” A young girl made
the good confession, and a young woman was bap-
tised.  An offering for distribution of good cheer
among the poor amounted to £6/4/-.  Miss
McDowell sang the solo, ;

At Hobart tent mission for three weeks and
two days Bro. A. E. Forbes ably led the singing
and preached the gospel in the State tent. Snow,
wind, rain and cold could not suppress the ardent
mterest in the effort. The audiences averaged
from 150 to 300 nightly. Forty-five people con-
fessed Jesus. Of these, 24 have been baptised,
and 22 received into the church. Most of the
others will follow the Saviour. Night after night
the tent was packed, and people also stood outside.
A feature of the effort was the large body of men
present to sing and hear the gospel. The singing
of Alexander's hymns rose to a high level. Bro.
Forbes is undoubtedly a most able evangelist.
This is the opinion of all who listened ta his
masterly addresses, and watched his tactful way
of handling great audiences. The mission closed
weeks too soon, but the seed sown will yield a
rich harvest. Bro. A, E. Heard presided over the
great thanksgiving service which packed the Col-
lins St. building. Several Tasmanian souvenirs
were presented to the missioner.

On Wednesday night a very successful church
social was held at Norwood, S.A. A thankoffering
was made to pay off an overdraft which has been
standing for many years on current account. Over
£70 was contributed, and the balance required has
been promised to enable the church to start the
New Year right with the bank. This has greatly
heartened the church. On Saturday a very suc-
cessful Christmas-tree was held for the younger
children of the school, 110 participating. The
junior Bible class, with Mr. Godden as teacher,
held a very successful social in the evening. The
mothers were entertained at tea. Sunday was
a record school for a year or two, and at night
another young man confessed Christ, and with
two others was baptised. This was a_special
Christmas service, Bro. Paternoster speaking on
“No Room in the Inn.” A great improvement
has been made to the platiorm by the removal
of rail and curtains. All departments of the
work are in good heart.

At Unley, S.A., good meetings were held on
Dec. 14. Bro. F. Garnett spake in the morning.
and Bro. Webb delivered the gospel message. Ar
offering to provide Christmas cheer for the in-
mates of the Home for Incurables realised £4/18/-.
On Dec. 16 the primary department was given a
delightful Christmas tea-party. The supermtendi
ent and teachers provided a splendid spread, and
Father Christmas gave a toy to each child. .\t‘-
tendances at Sunday school are on the up-gr:x.dsi
Last Thursday evening the Endeavorers conduc.o"
the service at the homes, and presegued to each
of the 130 inmates a pzu:ccl of Christmas 'Chfieri
The ladies’ Foreign Mission band has fom:n; ‘e(t
to the Federal Secretary £60, procccf!s from rece .".
fete. This is an advance on previous axnc;ux:'~:
Dec. 21 was a great day. A fcalurle‘ 01 a
morning service was the anthem hy.lt ¢ cl mx:.‘
Bro. R. Harkness addressed the chlgu ld and '.«n-
observed the Lord's Supper. On Sun a“ﬁ“:.
i ecial Christmas service was greatly wu-
L tion. The church choir
joyed by a large congregation. Bro. P
rendered two beautiful amhcn‘xs.“' : go. B
taker led in prayer. Bro. J. E. F't" i e
“The First Christmas Service. our co
Jesus as Lord.
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“Holy Bible—Book Divine.”

Within this awful volume lies
The mystery of mysteries.
Happiest they of human race,
To whom their God has given grace
To read, to fear, to hope, to pray,
To lift the latch, to force the way;
But better had they ne'er been born,
Who read to doubt, or read to scorn.
—Sir Walter Scott.

In an altogether exclusive sense this is The
“Holy Bible, Book Divine.” There are others
that profess to be Holy and Divine, but they all
have this defect: they do not set man's feet in,
they do mnot even reveal, “the Way of Holi-
ness”; and even by that alone they may be judged,
and their proper place be assigned. Further, there
are many thousands of good books fitted to help
us upward and onward, to encourage us to live
a higher and better life, but not all of them to-
gether can take the place of the Holy Bible. We
should be infinitely better without any of them
if we had the Bible, than we should be with the
whole of them without the Bible.

When Christ said, “By their fruits ye shall
know them,” he was speaking of persons, but
the same thing may be said of systems and of
things. Apply this to the Bible, and how does
it stand the test?

Its fruits—national and social.

The more any country has been guided by the
principles of the Bible, the more has that country
prospered, in every sense of the word. One has
just to look at the difference between Bible-read-
ing countries and those where it is a closed and
unknown Book, to see what it has done. It is
in Bible-reading countries that the greatest mea-
sure of freedom has been reached and the highest
moral culture has been attained.

The influence of the Bible on social life has
been very remarkable. Take, c.g., the Factory
Acts, which removed some of the worst blots on
our wretched and cruel factory system of those
days. They were the work of Lord Shaftesbury,
and he was a man of one book, and that book the
“ible. The Ragged School system was instituted
by John Pounds, a poor Plymouth cobbler, who
found his inspiration in the Bible. Here philan-
thropy has found her inspiring influence. Infirm-
aries, hospitals, Red Cross organisations, asylums,
and all institutions and agencies that exist for
the relief of human needs or the amelioration of
human suffering, are in being just because of the
Bible. It has been the spring of gracious charities
wherever it has been known. It has taught men
the value of human life, taught them to care for
infancy and age, to relieve the poor, to tend the
sick and the feeble, to raise the fallen, to reclaim
the outcast, and to vindicate the rights of the
oppressed.

The Bible and the individual.

What has it done for the individual? Professor
Huxley, the great scientist, though he was not
a Christian believer, yet acknowledged that he
knew no way in which the religious feeling in
man, which he called the essential hasis of con-
duct, could be secured without the use of the
Bible. He knew no book like it in its humanising
influence, no book which showed so clearly the
meaning of life, or which taught so plainly how
to do good and to hate evil.

In cases innumerable the Bible has delivered
men and women from the power of cvil habit,
has changed their hearts, has reversed the cur-
rent of their life. How is it that the Book has
such power as this? Because it comes to us from
One who knows the heart through and through
-—wherein it has gone wrong and how it may be
put right; who knows man's needs from top
to bottom and how they may be satisfied; who is
hoth able and willing to put man's heart right (hy
giving him a new one—the only way) and so to

supply all his needs. Thus the Bible holds up
before man not only one mirror but two. In
the one he sees himself as he is; in the other he
looks at himself as he may become, if only he
will use in the right spirit the means the Bible
sets before him for working so wonderful a change.
In countless instances that change has bcc.n ex-
perienced, and no better and stronger testimony
to its Divine origin can the Holy Bible receive.
These glorious results its enemies cannot c.\‘;_)lm.n
away. They afford the best pl:opf .th:lt it is
“marked with the seal of high divinity.”

From David, that great lover of the Word (and
his Bible was small), down to “the faithful” of
these days, there has been continuous, .grateful
testimony to its value and power, its unique and
blessed influence in the making of character and
the elevating of life, in the salving of human
wrecks and their rebuilding and refitment.

The Bible in the Christian life.

‘What place in their lives have eminent Chris-
tians given to the Bible? Take, ¢.g., some well-
known soldiers, for I think that a soldier, when
he is a genuine Christian, is one of the best. He
is beset by so many temptations, he is so severely
tested, that, if he is to stand, he must be an out-
and-outer. When Hedley Vicars was converted,
he know that he would meet with ridicule and
persecution, and he made ready. The very next
morning he laid his open Bible on the table. Pre-
sently a fellow-officer came in, and, on seeing tha
open Bible, he exclaimed, “Hullo! Vicars, turned
Methodist?” “That is my flag,” replied Vicars,
“and by the grace of God I hope to be true to
it as long as I live.” How true he was to it,
was shown by his consecrated life.

The Bible was the daily companion and friend
of General Gordon. He studied it with the same
energy and thoroughness which he brought to his
work as a soldier. He said: “Bibles abound in
our land, but are they read and studied as they
ought to be, considering who is the Writer?> MHow
few forget to take their daily meals! Yet they
starve their souls, though they too require their
portion, which is the Word of God.”

General Roberts was a diligent reader of the
Scriptures.  Speaking of the New Testament, he
said: “You will find in this little book—gnidanze
when you are in health, comfort when you are
in sickness, and strength when you are in
adversity."”

Field-Marshal Earl Haig, when on a visit to
South Africa, said: “What an encouragement and
support it was, especially in times of anxiety (and
when were we ever free from anxiety?), to read
over a few verses of the Bible.”

The Bible and yourself.

It is all very well to know something of what
the Bible has done for nations, for commumnities,
and for individuals, but what most of all concerns
us is this—what has it done, and what is it doing
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for ourselves? It can do little for we g
unless we give it opportunities, apg .!:\_‘]"Ttl!_\~,
through reading it. Nothing gooq “ji“‘ l‘ Come
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unless we make use of it. o Ip ug
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benefit us unless we read it. uuf “(lllerO(?k wil|
Bible has been read honestly and Dra),Crf‘Cr the
has not failed of its Divine purpose, ‘\n(il”)" it

is that? “These are written that ye r: What
that Jesus is the Christ, the So)ne :,nflght b.ehc"c
that believing ye might have ljfe thro?l ! At
Name.” 81 his
On the fly-leaf of his Bible, Mich
poet, had written:
'Tis very vain of me to boast
How small a price this Bible cost;
The Day of Judgment will make clear
"Twas very cheap or very dear,
—J. Young Brown, M.A, in “The Christjay»
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New Zealand.

At Nelson, Bro. Percy Bolton exhorted on Nov.
30. Bro. Fitzgerald at the gospel meeting spoke
to a crowded audience on “The False and the
True Priesthood.” Attendance fairly large at
morning meeting on Dec. 7.  Bro. Fitzgerald
delivered a fine message on “The Attractiveness
of Jesus.” At night he continued his series of
addresses on the “Ideals of True Protestantism,
the subject being “The False and True Confes-
sion.” These addresses are attracting large audi-
ences, the building being packed at the gospel
meetings. Tuesday evening prayer meetings arc
well attended, a number taking part in the ser-
vice.

At South Dunedin, Sunday, Nov. 30, was set
apart for Bible school anniversary services. Many
new scholars have been gained during the year.
Teachers and officers have been attentive to their
work. During the recent competition inaugurated
by the Bible school executive, not one of the

teachers of the school was absent. On the morn-

ing of Nov. 30, Bro. J. I. Wright gave an in-
structive address to the young folk on “The Pur-
pose of Life” The children rendered several
anniversary hymns acceptably. In the afternoon
Bro. W. D. More gave an address on “Snakes,”
to which the children listened very attentively.
He also presented the prizes. The school, under
Bro. G. P. Cuttriss, assisted by the orchestra,
rendered selections in splendid style. A pleasing
dvet was given by Misses Audrey and Phyllis
Wilson. The evening meeting was also devoted
to the children, Bro. Cuttriss giving a very in-
teresting and instructive address on “Dogs.” Songs
were rendered by the school and orchestra. On
Dec. 3 the Bible school held its annual tea meet-
ing, after which an entertainment was given by
the school and orchestra.

Tasmania.

Invermay had good meetings on Lord’s day,
Dec. 14, 74 breaking bread morning and even-
ing. Bro. Lyons exhorted in the morning and Bro.
Gilliam gave the gospel message at night.

Ulverstone church is having good meetings.
Local brethren are carrying on the work of the
church faithfully. Bren. A. Taylor, A. Ivory
and F. Dent are doing a noble work in the time
of need. At the midweek meeting a visit from
Bro. and Sister Noble and Bro. Nichols was en-
joyved. The chapel is looking guite new, thanks
to Bro. Foster, who has labored long and hard.

On Dec. 14, meetings at Devonport were con-
ducted by Bro. J. Warren. On the 15th, at the
C.E. meeting, Bro. Reville, junr., was the speaker.
On the 18th a large number gathered to enjoy a
social evening. Songs, recitations and dialogues
were given by the children of the Bible school.
after which they were entertained at a Christmas-
tree. The church expects to enter the new build-
ing in King St. on the first Sunday in January.

On Dec. 7 good meetings were held at Launces-
ton. Bro. Noble preached an excellent address
at night on “Penknifing the Scriptures.” Two
ladies made the good confession. Bro. Noble's
address was printed in the local newspapers, and
a Methodist preacher criticised same from his
platform on Dec. 14. Much interest has been
groused, and Bro. Noble was to reply to the critic-
ism on Dec. 21. The Bible school anniversary
on Dec. 14 proved a great success. The singing
of the scholars, under the leadership of Bro. T.
Arnot, was_excellent. Special messages were de-
livered by Bro. Noble to large attendances. On
Dec. 17 the prize-giving and demonstration took
place. The school (despite the removal of scholars
during the year to Invermay) has made fine
progress.

Western Australia.

At Lake St. since last report there have been
four additions by faith and baptism. The hall
at the rear of the chapel is completed. This
will be a valuable asset to the work among the
young people. Annual H.M. offering has already
passed last year's amount. More is c.\'pcctcd..

Collic had splendid S.S. anniversary Services
on Nov. 30. Bro. Halleday was an efficient or-
ganiser. The gospel message was given to a
well-filled house, and the children sang several
hymns. The children’s tea was neld on Wednes-
day. Great praise is due to the workers \\"h.o
made tea and concert a success. Ewington 10.-
lowed with its anniversary on Dec. 7, Bro.
Hicks in charge. Bro. Halleday addressed the
children. Tea, concert, and prizes were features
of the Monday following. The hall has been lit
up by electricity. This will be a boon to prea-
chers and audience. The C.E. conducted by
Sister Halleday had a record attendance of 36.

Services at Subiaco on Dec. 14 were well at-
tended. The exhortation on “The Unrecognised
Christ” delivered by Bro. Leach was very helpful.
Bro. Frew’s message at night, “Be of Good Cheer,”
was enjoyed. On Dec. 16 the girls' club held its
break-up social. A happy evening closed with a
presentation to the president, Mrs. Clay, and vice-
presidents, Mrs. Nelson and Mrs. McEwan, in
appreciation of their care over the girls during
the year. At the close of the prayer meeting on
Dec. 17 opportunity was taken to thank Bro.
Frew for his services during Bro. Clay’s absence,
and a presentation was made. Bro. and Sister
Clay were welcomed home after a holiday at
Penguin Island.

Queensland.

At New Veteran gospel service, Bro. C. Trud-
gian spoke on “The Magnetic Christ.” Prospects
are bright. About 20 believing adults attended
the service.

Progress has been made throughout the cir-
cuit of West Moreton. At Mt. Walker four were
received into fellowship (three by faith and obedi-
ence and one by letter). At Rosewood five were
received in (three by letter and two restora-
tions). At Marburg a father and son were given
the right hand of fellowship. Total, eleven.

Bro. H. C. Spratt has taken up the work at
Boonah. Sister Spratt and Sister Hodges, from
Roma, have been received into fellowship. On
Sunday, Dec. 7, there were good meetings—17
present at 7 a.m. prayer meeting; 74 broke bread.
Bro. Spratt delivered splendid addresses morning,
afternoon and night. On Dec. 10 the Endeavorers
gave an enjoyable social evening. On Sunday,
Dec. 14, the H.M. offering was £13/10/-.

Question night was held recently at Gympie
Improvement Class. One young man from the
“Training for Service” class gave a short address
on “Music.” Bro. H. A. Shulz, who was to be
married on Dec. 20, was presented with a beauti-
ful set of stainless carvers to mark the' esteem in
which he is held amongst the brotherhood. On
Sunday morning Bro. C. Trudgian exhorted on
the “Spiritual Side of the Lord's Day.” At night
Bro. E. Trudgian conducted the service, and a
lad from the Bible school made the good con-
fession.

During the fourth weck of Zillmere mission the
attendances were good, and there was one con-
fession. On Friday, Dec. 12, at the close of a
splendid meeting, the thankoffering amounted to
over £54. Dec. 14 was the closing day of the
mission. The attendance at morning worship was
the largest for many years. Bro. Ball presided
and addressed the church. Bro. Martin, from the
College of the Bible, who comes to help in the
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preaching for a few weeks, took
evening the chapel was filled, ang I?a“' I the
his final gospel message. Dur;ngrc:i Bal Bave
there have been 12 confessions ang 3 ¢ misgjoy
The church has received a great Uplifrtc Oratigpy,
has been broken down, and the way . Prejudice
for more aggressive work, & Made cleg,

Victoria.

Work at Doncaster East is progressiy
adult confessions at gospel meeting o;g' Three
Bro. Probert, of the Bible College : Dg?c._ 7
At Hampton the Children's Day c'xe‘r‘;?athmg.
rendered on Sunday afternoon, and the lsf% was
was £2/6/6. At night Bro. E. Bag]c\,o cring
forceful address on “Following the Star” gave a
Gardiner church and school hac :
ings on Sunday. The J.C.E. had 1itsg°[?;],'z mf]?t‘
tribution, and a Christmas-tree is armngef] fls.
the kinders. The choir rendered several specia"or
prepared pieces to the enjoyment of all, 3

Hawthox:n held’.:l (,hnstmas choral service on
Sunday night. The choir was assisted by a
number of friends, and the meeting was grealy
enjoyed by the large audience. Bro. Scambler
spoke morning and evening on special Christmas
i%bjccts. The Home Mission offering has reached

2.

Temperance Sunday was celebrated at Mary-
borough on Sunday, Dec. 14. Good attendances
throughout the day. Junior and adult Rechabite
lodge and representatives of other temperance
bodies were in attendance at gospel service. Bro.
Baker's address on ‘“Prevention is Better than
Cure” was highly appreciated.

A pleasant ending to a successful year was en-
joved by members of Essendon Phi Beta Pi on
Dec. 18. The church officers were invited to
attend, and the chaplain, Mrs. Ploog, was able
to present, through them, a piano to the church.
Suitable responses were made by Mr. Sivyer and
Mr. Jackson. A fruit supper was enjoyed.

At North Richmond three have been received
into fellowship. On Dec. 7 Bro. A. Baker ad-
dressed the church. Meetings are keeping up 1t
attendance. On Dec. 14 Bro. R. W. Payne oc
cupied the platform. The gospel service was
conducted by the Jadies of the church. It was
a splendid meeting. A sale of work recently held
realised about £06o. )

The Home Mission offering at Brighton Was
£35. Sister Mrs. Robinson, of Western Austraha'.
was present on Dec. 14. Sister Mrs. Warmsley,
a highly-esteemed member of the church, 'Passﬁc
away on Friday, Dec, 12, She united \vlthltm
church during the Chandler-Clay mission am‘h_
six years ago. For some time past she was O‘lm-l
able to attend the services occasionally on -acco 2
of illness. She was a very sincere Chnstla?,gm.
most patient in her sufferings. A son 0‘\ has
and Sister Brigden, Mr. J. B. Brigden, B"u;mics
been appointed to the professorship of _CCO‘,H the
at the Hobart University. After ser\‘lllg ‘ra i
war, he entered Oriel College, Oxford, an dt!- 3
ated in jurisprudence, taking also the
in economics and political science. ¢
published two lectures on the members
first British Labor cabinet.

Box Hill church enjoyed
from Bro. W. Waterman, '
21. Sister Mrs. Quire, of Toowoomba, WO

e
a visit and a messag

. Dec.
from China, ?sl;xippe‘i

s es 3
with the church. Bible school attexld;"C'u11iof
showing marked increase. On Dec. 2 Christ-

and intermediate Endcavorers arrange Little bags
mas-tree in aid of the Armenian Iun “pildren were
containing money collected by the cht
hung in turn on the tree, the ﬂm"D“’é
altogether being about £2/5/-.  On cl\ir
Miss Lily Toogood was married to tix;g- it
Turner, of Hawthorn, Bro. Allan o.ﬂ'lcmi1 “citchen
to her marriage, the bride was V€T = 7y sal¢
tea” by the church members. ©0 =74 for the
of work arranged by the ladies 0, ¢ £50.
building fund resulted in a pro 1t ?id aside fo
Sister Mrs. C. Gill, who has been 2

some weeks, is regovering slowly-
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At Ararat last
. the morning an

Lord's day, Bro. Welsh spoke
service, when one

d Bro. Comby;

: ridge at the gos
young man confessed Cﬁrislzcl

. meetings were held at
greatly appreciated SR nao niss was
greatly lp ated, IS meeting with the ffi
cers o t_\e logal church and the member fo ‘
circult executive has been a great hel o
Enmlss addressed morning and eveningp‘scr i
In the afternoon he spoke at Brim Vi
meeting. S

' I'hornbury reports anott
bu(;lda_}'l school children
and night services of the

presented with prizes, and ct‘}:lcl:rsci:tc(fbo?t 1
presented to the officers £25 as a E}? e e
sent, to go towards reducing the dd‘;;ﬂmas pres
mg,]. Good ]scrvices on Sunday, Broon 513‘1:1;:]1;
speaking in the evening to a larpe congreont:

The Richmond churches held gthei?nﬁ:ier%mégl;r;-
hined prayer meeting at North Richmond on
Dec. 18, when about 230 were present, T}
bined North Richmond junjor and s.cniorwchcgir:s‘
}‘"d“r the leadership of Bro, Hall, rendered carols
and anthems. Bro. Jas. E. Thomas spoke
“The Christ of Christmas,” and an oﬁ’er[;g wc-)tl;
taken for Christmas cheer. A happy ’m(lg r:)-
fitable time was spent. ] X

Boronia_had very fine meetings to close the
mission. On the last night a married man con-
fessed Christ.  The church has experienced a
time of rich blessing as the result of Bro. Hur-
rcn's‘mmlstry. The members are grateful to
the Footscray brethren for releasing their prea-
cher to conduct the mission. Bro, Hurren was
presented with a cheque as a mark of apprecia-
tion.  Good meetings last Lord's day.

At Cheltenham on Sunday, Dec. 14, Bro. and
Sister Les. Thomas, from Bambra Rd., wers
welcomed into membership; also James Lewis,
immersed last Sunday evening, who was pre-
sented with a church hymn book. A good school
and kindergarten in the afternoon. In the even-
ing service Bro. Pittman preached on “The Har-
vest and the Vintage” Miss Spurr, of Sovth
Australia, was a visitor for the day.

There were good meetings at Lygon St. on
Sunday. F. T. Saunders gave two addresses
in keeping with the Christmas season. At both
services the well-selected hymns were fervently
sung. At night the subject of Bro. Saunders’
discourse was “Unto Us a Child Is Born.” There
was some very fine singing by a large choir, the
anthem and Christmas carols being beautifully
sung. We are pleased to learn that Dr. Douglas
Renton, who has been under a serious operation,
is progressing satisfactorily. .

Middle Park continues to enjoy good meetings.
Bro. E. Bagley gave a message last Lord’s day
morning. In the evening two girls from the
Bible school were baptised. Bro. Robinson prea-
ched. His faithful ministry is much appreciated.
On Dec. 15 a farewell social was given to Bro.
Will ‘Graham, during which the Bible class, the
football club and the church showed appreciation
of his fellowship and services during the past th;“
vears in a tangible way. Bro. Graham left _for
S.A. on Saturday. A Christmas treat was given
to the kinders on Dec. 17, when gifts and sweets
were given to the children.

On %’)cc. 10, Moreland cl}oir ar}d S.S. teacherj
made a presentation to Miss Olive Barrett 21O“n
Mr. G. R. Smyth, prior to their marnagcl. n
Dec. ‘14 Bro. A. L. Knight gave the gospe mle‘s
sage. On Dec. 20 the combined young lzcotl; i
societies, Phi Beta Pi and K.S.P, he sime
Christmas gift social. An excellel_lft pr(’)g;ramade
was enjoyed. A presentation of gifts \l\n e
to every Kappa and Phi Beta Proscit ., oo
Dec, 21 Bro. Gale presided, and B“;(' “on "God's
exhorted. At night Bro. Gale spoke of A col-
Unspeakable Gift” to a fine attcnda“,c'-";i £4/10/9.
ection for Armenian Relief _F“"‘.i reahsf finished.
The extension of the building 1s neare)’ very en-
Mildura annual meeting report:e;l.legs additions
Couraging. For the year therg :i expenditure by

and 16 losses. Income exceedc pas made to
£71. A very popular Pr‘:?entatwn \/ f faith-

any years of fail
Bro. A, E. Cameron for his many ¥er % g ing
ul service as church secretary. %
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so far is about_ilG. The ladies' guild held a

stllsng_;f:rl! :\rr;cxiican evening in aid of the new
en 3 i
L nall. They expect to receive about

Meetings are well

X are well attended.
Ellller(.\ ’\.\ﬂcre two b:}ptlsms. The church is combin-
o% \hl h Methodist and Presbyterian churches
A ristmas Day and watchnight services. Bro.

Mans i
A hrlistiaue.!! has been appointed agent for the

Castlemaine held Christmas services on Sunday.

Bro. Clipstone gave fine addresses. The chojr
he evening, Mr.

contributed special singing ;
ging 1 t
Rowley and Mr. Watson assisting with solos.
ome Mission offering has reached f27, Last
the church tendered a kitchen tea

Wednesday
to two Bible school teachers, Miss H. Hall and
os. Brammer, who are shortly to be married.

Last Sunday

Mr. J

O‘{Cl‘ 400 toys were distributed to the Bible school

children at an entertainment in the Mechanics'

Hall on Dec. 20, The tennis court was officially

;{_’:::l:lte?l“ Dtchc 13f by Cr. Grey. Mr. Ross was
wi

et rendcre::i. ountain pen by the club for

At Swanston St. last Lord’s day morning there
Wwas a good meeting. A young lady was baptised
and received into membership. Amongst visitors
were Capt. and Miss Sundstrum, of Dunedin,
N.Z, who were returning from a visit to Eng-
land and America. In the evening Bro, Shipway
delivered an appropriate address on “Visits to
Betzlltchcn‘l,;; alfltclr \v,lllich the choir rendered the
cantata “Bethlehem” very beautifully. Mrs.
Vernon Walker, Messrs. G);aingcr, E. f]oncs and
Watson rendered solo parts excellently, and the
whole was very capably conducted by Mr. J.
Harold Barrett. Mr. C. H. Mitchell and Mrs.
Fcathex_'st(;n were efficient at organ and piano
respectively.

Footscray had good meetings last Lord's day.
Bro. Hurren was welcomed home after his brief
mission at Boronia. The kindergarten depart-
ment, under Sister Plunket, had a record attend-
ance of 71 in the afternoon. Bro. Tomkins pre-
sented a representative of each home in the Bible
school with a special Christmas card. Excellent
attendance in the evening. The choir rendered
special items. Sister Elder and Bro. Hardy each
sang a‘soh‘)‘ and a’ duet. Bro. Hur’ren s?oke
concerning “The Song of the Angels.” Several
brethren are busilﬁy engagedsin Iin]i:r;g‘ thGealgyder
room and adding fixtures. ister Elsie Gardiner,
who has been ir% hospital for some time, is mak-
ing good recovery. . )

South Melbourne has had eight confessions
during the month, Bro. P., D. McCallum preach-
ing. Meetings for the past few we_eks have been
well attended. On Dec. 14 a splendid meeting lis-
tened earnestly to the gospel message. On Dec.
17 a farewell social was tendered Bro. and Sister
McCallum, on the eve of their departure to
U.S.A. Bro. F. Copelan‘(il presxﬁgd. Agsb;xilrl:

i our was spent, and travelling ru el
;?'leaelntl;d to Bro. I’::md Sister McCallum. Miss
Joy and Master Hayden were also given a small
token. Bro. Les. Peacock had charge of meet-
ings on 2ist inst. Bible school attendance xsb:lit
high water mark. The kinders had an cnja)’?d e
Christmas party on Scc. 13. Senior school held a

1 -tree on ec. 20. p
Chﬁlsnt:i?;; tlifcld a successful Christmas-tree on
Dec. 17. The kindergarten under the superin-
tendent, Sister Jean Turner, rendered adﬁne I:ir;;:
gramme.  Bro. Mortimer has decided to

isi f the

i veek-end visits at the end o
contmu?{e\ has completed twelve months, and has
Kt o the church. To mark

d great service t -
;;;n:g:?atign the church at the close of the morn

i i n Dec. 21, presgnted Bro. and Sister
’\I"I%rtt‘}rc:;ni'i(:h a valuable gift.’ Bn:n.k Str?iiré
Duus, Kenley, Ellis and Collins spo e '?s e
benei'{ts derived from Bro. Mortimer's }\31501 b A
the request of the Junior C.E. Society, £ rtiti‘fully
timer presented the chur'ch with a Se'ater I
bound_gipon Of'eds a:r‘: et}l'\is :?;Tl?s.for o:'ser foux:
5 rri «

%tridcl:uth arsecccnntly found it necessary Etosres_ngtr‘\’.
)Sti‘lz:cc' that time, instead ?f ‘::}:: {)‘;[ell‘\orwcc;rk'in :cx‘se_li
5 gmm]l;;% Bll)l:}:ls.sc?l?;crimcndent. Sister 1?l:\dys
lI'([;ngil‘n. scc.rclnry. and a good staff of workers.
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South Australia,

Cottonville ki ' : .
mas-tree Iastkl\t{f]ce(;fzg(tl;n “eIrc e Chns}-
success, (Tl ; y t was a splem_hd

¢ chapel was crowded %
parents and friends i 905 JYith
I d friends.  The school in all branches
:;sf psrczg':;cssmg, and the church js in the very best
g ;)1 : ;ds“’.:)l'. prosperity. Each auxiliary is mak-
CI;N\F ; lhcd Nailsworth mission

nrist and were baptised, F i o
Nailsworth church, ‘;.ast \vceL!:O: rCl:lrri‘;:;:iasxrch-
was lad_cn with toys for the kindergarten childran
numbering about seventy. The treat to the
primary class took the form of a tea party
Several scholars have been added to the Bib{é
SSclew;L Oé'lc co(r;xfession at the gospel service last

nday. ro. Garnett, who ha iday,
has now returned. o e, .ol

The young ladies of Prospect
held an enjoyable social on Dec. 16. Kinder-
garten and Beginners’ Departments received a
visit frorp Father Christmas on Dec. 20, when
every child present received a gift. The same
aflernoor} the scholars of the primary department
held their Christmas party at the Botanic Gar-
dens. A special service was held at the J.C.E.
on Sunday; Mr. Beiler gave an interesting Christ-
mas message. A baptismal service was held prior
to the morning service. Sisters Mrs. Bluntish
and Mrs. Smith were received into fellowship.
Bro. Beiler delivered the gospel address. The
choir rendered special singing.

Semaphore Bible school annual picnic was
held at Belair. On Dec. 17 the sisters’ guild held
a drawing-room afternoon; over 30 ladies were
present. A musical and elocutionary programme
was enjoyed. The guild has done valuable work.
At the annual business meeting of the church on
Dec. 17, reports from all auxiliaries were good.
Junior Endeavorers enjoyed a picnic on Dec. 13.
The kindergarten scholars were treated to a
Christmas-tree last Saturday. Good services on
Dec. 21. A sister received by letter from Kadina.
Solos by Mrs. L. V. Mathews, A.L.C),, and an-
thems by the choir, were appreciated. Bro. Rootes
has accepted a further term with the church as
evangelist.

six confessed

Y:EISICE.

New South Wales.

Recently one of the senior boys of Hornsby
Bible school was baptised and received into fellow-
ship. On Wednesday his mother was baptised.
Bro. Payne leaves shortly on holidays; in his ah-
sence the gospel services are to be taken by Bren.
A. Stevenson and J. Crawford. The Bible school
Christmas social and kindergarten Christmas-tree,
also the K.S.P. break-up social, were very happy

rings. i
gag;fatsﬁood on Dec. 21 received into fellowship
Sister Chapel and Bro. Gray. Bro. Whelan gave
fine Christmas messages morning and evening.
Mrs. Chapel was baptised. Visitors were S_lster§
Mrs. Little and daughter, from W.A. Sisters
Dorcas distributed 180 garments to the poor of
Chatswood and Erskineville districts. The J.C.E.
provided a Christmas-tree to cheer the poor
children—ogo present. s s

idcombe anniversary celebrations were a suc-
cci‘sl.d oGood meetings on Dec. 7. Continuation.
Thursday. Dec. 11, a basket social was pleasant
and profitable. Bro. G. Stimson, President of the
Parramatta District Conference, _presxded. Bren.
Forbes and Jones con\'eyegl greetings from Sou;lll
and North Auburn respectively. Dec. 14, Bro. .
Priestly addressed the church and conducted t! t(‘
gospel service, also on Dec. 21. Attendances a

ings are growing. ¢
me.::lnﬁismoreg(’it_\' 'l’cmp[c on Dec. 14 thz}nks—
giving was offered for God's (.leh\'crancfe ;on:
disaster by fire five years ago. 1 los\s osdtn e;f
nacle. Amongst visitors were Miss Mar: ~en, -
Albion, QId., and Bro. F. Furlonger, now np nj
sident of Brunswick ands. At x_nght B&._ l'im;
Pond preached on “Faith Essential to : ﬂ{lstlu
Baptism.” Two young xt‘x!en _\\;‘lere ll,j‘&t(l;:d 3 r Ijisl:

g calow, and Allan ih
rsnx::;‘e\‘ o%l B;t‘;:; transfer of Miss O. Pnc'elfrgin
Lismore ﬁieh School to Petersham, :]l‘_\a e
and esteemed worker will be lost from Lismore.
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CONSULT @ CONSULT

A. J. GREEN & CO.

F.S.0., D.O, M.V.I.O., 1.0.0.Q,,
The Leading Eyesight Specialists,
OPTOMETRIST,

AND EYESIGHT SPECIALISTS.
Secure the Advice of a Specialist of 30 Years'
Experience and Expert in Refraction.
May be Consulted
49 SIMPSON ST. AUBURN, N.S. W

WHEN PLANNING YOUR NEW HOME

JAS. W. NICHOLS

... BUILDER ...
RENOVATIONS ATTENDED TO. Ring U 6250.

“St.Leonards,” 8 Edgar St., East Malvern.

T. W. BURROWS

begs to notify the residents of Surrey Hills and
surrounding districts that he has opened an up-
to-date Butchering Establishment. Primest quai-
ity, combined with cleanliness and civility, war-
rants a share of your patronage. Note address:
322 CANTERBURY ROAD, SURREY HILLS,
between Suffolk and Essex Roads.

JAMES DICK

Monumental Mason,

3 Chavasse St.,
Middle Brighton, Vic.

Enquiries Invited
Estimates Submitted
Free of Cost.
Work Done in All
Cemeteries.

Prompt Attention Given
to All Country Orders.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

My Bible and I.

my Bible and I,

Te've travelled together, d :
i v ; ther with smile or with

Through all kinds of wea
sigh:

In sorrow or sunshine, in

Thy friendship unchanging,
psalm.

in tempest or calm,
my lamp and my

my Bible and I,

We've travelled together,
" , death e'en was

When life had grown weary and

nigh; {
But all through the darkness of must, or of wrong,
1 found there a solace, a prayer or a song.

So now who shall part us, my Bible and I’;‘
or “new lights” who

Shall “isms” or ‘“‘schisms”
try?
Shall shadow for substance or stone for good

bread

Supply thy sound wisdom, give folly instead?

Ah, no! precious Bible, exponent of light,
Thou sword of the Spirit, put error to flight;
And still through life’s journey until my last sigh,
We'll travel together, my Bible and I.

y —Rose Been, in “Young People.”

“ SERMON BUILDING,”
a Help for Beginners in Constructing Addresses.
By J. C. F. Pittman,

Posted: Stout Paper Covers, 2/6; Full Cloth, 3/6.
Austral, 528, 530 Elizabeth-st, Melbourne.

Churches of Christ

Almanac for 1925

—— and —

SERVICE PLANS

Almanacs: Post Free, Single Copy, 3d.; per doz.,

2/9.

Service Plans: 1/- per dozen per year’s supply.

AUSTRAL
PRINTING & PUBLISHING CO. LTD,

528, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne.

December 25,15
] 24"

Motor Cars,
To Clean the Nickel-
L}glc\el Plated Parts

BYU Plate PoliSh

Highly Rccommcnded.

Pure —— Brillunt — q
/- 1/3 l/b—chadiugLél#;,"%‘
"Phone U 6449, ores.
SR
°
Austin&Lanco Shoeg

PUMPS, WELTS, MACHINE SEWN

For Ladies and Gents 3

Stocked by Leading Retailers Throughout
Commonwealth. %

MANUFACTURED BY

AUSTIN SHOES PTY. LTD

310-322 JOHNSTON STREET, y
ABBOTSFORD, VICTORIA

WHY NOT
enrol for a course of
TUITION BY CORRESPONDENCE?

The subjects are Preaching, Speaking, Bible
Study, Bible Analysis, Bible Doctrine, Church
History, Christian Evidences, Grammar and Com-
pogxt.ion, Teacher Training, Elocution, Church
Efficiency (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries
and Treasurers). P

Terms: One Guinea per Quarter.

These lessons help towards efficiency in service,

which should be the aim of all.

Send Particulars re
Enrol me as a Student in )

Address. ..o eeesessee

Fill in NOW, and post to
J. C. F. PITTMAN, y,
“Clyde House,” Clyde St, St. Kilda, Victoria:

Oollege of the Bille

GLEN IRIS -

VICTORIA -

AUSTRALIA

<>

Principal

Send Donations to

CONIROLLED BY FEDERAL CONFERENCE OF CHURCHES.
A. R. SHMAIN, M.A.

To Help the College is to Assist Missions
at Home and Abroad.

REG. ENNISS, HILARY GROVE, EAST MALVERN, VICTORIA.

_——__d’
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December 23, 1024,

Ring up J 1441 EX,

and we will wait upon you
for Consultation and Instructions

'RICHMOND

lulii™ P

CAMBERWELL

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

CANTERBURY
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NE & SON Funeral Birertors

HAWTHORN

SURREY HILLS

REMOUAL NOTICE.
W. d A|RD‘ F.v.o.A. Optician

has removed to more com-
modious premises in the
Equitable Building, 314 COLLINS ST.
(corner Elizabeth St.)
Satisfactory Service at Moderate Cost.

—— Phone 6937 —
P S NG o it

A  REMARKABLE

PREPARATION

Wonderfully Effective
g and
Immensely Popular.

(Obtainable All Confectioners.)

Miss M. E. Pittman, T.c.Mus. Aust. (Singing)

TERMS—APPLY :

*“ Brentwood,'' Hampton St.
ampton,

or cJo Lygon St. Christian Chapel.
(Also at Allan’s) J

Phone, X 6473

Honcopatsic MEDICINES

The BEST and PUREST

obtainable from

Epwp G. OWEN

At his NEW PHARMACY,

102 COLLINS ST., MELB.

Postal orders promptly despatched.

Owen’s KINODINE

for all Affections of the Nervous System,
A REAL INVIGORATOR.
Price 1/6, 2/6 and 4/6

prepared only by

EDWD (. OWE ’ Chemist and

Druggist,
102 COLLINS ST, MELBOURNE

—— PHONE 2087 ——

VICTORIAN HOME MISSIONS.

Pfﬁce—r4 Queen St. (2nd Floor), Melbourne,
Phone, Central 5443. Reg. Enniss, Acting Sec.

The .business of the Home Missionary
Commltte.e is to do what no individual
church will or can do, and to do it by the

aid and in the name of every chu i
the State. % eI

The Committee is faithfully doing i
g its work.
Weak churches are being helped. New causes

are being started. Hundreds are being won for
Christ.

Support this Work.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
SOCIAL SERYVICE COMMITTEE.
BENEVOLENT SECTION.

i No Needy Case Refused.
All parcels are carried free if add Churches
of Christ Mission, Hurrc:lcl_v ?{ai{\?:}e'dstﬁ:;lf:m

Send all donations to Bro. Bardwell, Treasurer,
Carola,” Christmas-st., Northcote,

qurcsp_ondcnce to J. H. Nichols,
b Superintendent and Secretary,
St. Leonards,” 8 Edgar-st, East Malvera,

PROTESTANTISM AND ROMANISM.
By T. H. Scambler, B.A.
3d. per copy. Posted, 4d.

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO.,,
528, 530 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, Victocia.

CHURCHES OF CHRIST

New South Wales.

Home Mission Office and Book Depot.
Bible House, 242 Pitt Street, Sydney.
Interstate and Country Visitors Welcome.

"Phone, City, 10,76;. H. G. Harward, Seccretary.

PREACHERS’ PROVIDENT FUND.

(With which is incorporated the Aged and Infirm
Evangelists’ Trust.)

Established by the Federal Conference of the
Churches of Christ in Australia.

Members of Committee: W. E. Day, A. Mor-
ris, T. E. Rofe, L. Rossell, F. S. Steer, J. Stim-
son and W. H. Hall (Hon. Sec. and Treasurer).

Representative in Victoria: A. R. Lyall, Royal
Park, Melbourne.

Representative in South Australia: General S.
Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide.

Representative in Western Australia: D. M.
Wilson, 308 Bulwer-st.,, Perth.

The Objects of the Fund are:
1st. To assist financially Aged and Infirm and
Retired Preachers.
ond. To control and manage an Endowment
Fund to which Preachers may con-
tribute.

In order to do this effectively, the Committee
needs the practical sympathy and support of all
the churches and brethren throughout the Com-
monwealth.

Please forward contributions to W, H. Hall,
107 Pitt St, Sydney, N.S.WV, making money
orders and postal notes payable at G.P.O., Sydney.
Contributions may also be sent to A. R. Lyall,

COMMERCIAL EDUCATION.
at the Melbourne Technical School,
Latrobe Street (opp. Public Library),

For the Training of Boys and Girls for Coin-
mercial Pursuits,

ALL DAY CLASSES.
in

Shorthand, Typewriting, Bookkeeping,
etc.

The opportunities are excellent. The fees are
small. No artificial light in the large and airy
class-rooms. No need for children to loiter about
the street during the lunch hour.

Call or Write for Prospectus—Free.

This Department is under the direction of
JOHN S. McINTOSH, F.C.T.S., ECI (Inc.),
( Victorian Representative on Pitman’s Teachers'

Examination Board of Australasia).

EVENING CLASSES AS USUAL.
Fees :—T'ypewriting, 30/-; Shorthand, 20/-; Book-
keeping, 25/-.

(Evening Fees:—Typewriting, '30/-; Shorthand—
all grades—r10/-.)

MR. T. G. STORER,
Herbal Practitioner,
Treats Successfully

BLOOD AND SKIN
DISEASES, etc.

Write full particulars of your trouble to
the Ivaline Institute, 321 King William-st.,
Adelaide, S.A., and a diagnosis of your case
will be made, and necessary treatment sent
to you, on receipt of 40/- as paym=it for
treatment for one month,

NERYVES,

S. Price Weir and D. M. Wilson.

SULPHATE OF AMMO)NIA g

(the Ideal Nitrogenous Fertilizer,

TA

For Renovating Paths,
4/- per tin containing approx. 4 gallons.
Obtainable at ALL DISTRICT DEPOTS.

or Lawns, Flower & Vegetable Gardens,
1/6 per pkt. containing approx. 5 Ibs.

Asphalt Yards, etc.,

Further particulars fr?

m the Producers—The METROPOLITAN GAS COMPANY
96 FLINDERS STREET, MELBOURNE.
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Mr. Cliiford C. Sharp

L.D.S., B.D.Sc. (Melb. Univ.)

Surgeon Dentist

HAS REMOVED TO

HARLEY BUILDINGS,
71 Collins Street, Melbourne

(Cor. Collins & Exhibition Sts.)
Phone, Cent. 7255.

Hours by Appointment Only.

Telephone, Central 6083
For Good Honest Value go to

P. B. MCMASTER WATCHUAKER and ‘

ERROL STREET, NORTH MELBOURNE

Only First-Class Work done
Orders by Post promptly and carefully attended te

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA.
Church of Christ Meets Every Lord's Day
at 70 De Villiers Street (behind Drill Hall).
Breaking of Bread, 11 a.m.
Secretary’s Address:
Wm. Wilson, P.O. Box 5184, Johannesburg.
PTY.

LYALL & SONS :::

CHAFF, HAY,

Exporters of

PRESSED HAY,

CHAFF and GRAIN and
COLONIAL
PRODUCE. PRODUCE

Country Orders carefully MERCHANTS.

attended to,
Special Attention Given to Seed Grain.
+1EAD OFFICE AND MILLS:

39-51 Leveson St, North Melbourne.

BRANCH STORES:

1 & 3 Victoria Market, Melbourne.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.
@he Australian @ hristian
Published Weekly at
528-530 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.

'Phone: Cent. 2524

Editor: A. R. Main, M.A.

All communications should be sent to

ahove address. e
All Cheques, Money Qrders, etc, shou e
made payable to D. E. PITTMAN.

Church

the
10/0.

SUBSCRIPTION. — Through 1
direct,

Agent, 9/- per year. _Posted
Foreign, 14/~
CHANGE OF ADDRESS.—Kindly send both
old and new address a week previous to date o
desired change.
DISCONTINUANCE.—No
dropped without definite request.

Subscription 13

Births, Deaths, Marriages, and in Memoriam

Notices: z/-. )
Coming Events: 10 words, 6d., and 6d. for
24

every additional 12 words and under.
Other Advertisemants . (not displayed) :

words, 1/-, and 6d. for every additional twelve

words and under.

The Pauline Patterns

ARE WHAT I USE.
I WILL HAVE NO OTHER.

AGENTS IN ALL CENTRES.

December 25, 1924,

P.O. Box 795.
oX 703 o References:

3. & A, Bank, Swanston St.

H. Louey Pang & (o, Loy

Fruit, Produce and Comm
gents,

172-176 LIT, BOI.’RKF.-ST
Account Sales with Cheques sent dail

ately after consignments soi(i\'
Also at Victoria Market,

ission

MELBOURNE,

Immedi-

ALsO

LOUEY PANG & SAMUEL WONG Lt
215 THOMAS-ST,, HAYMARKET, SYDNEY
' Telegraphic address—Banana, S’ydnc ; -
B, Produ.cc Commission Agents and Mc)r.cham'
Our premises are right opposite the fruit 5.
kets, where the central activities of the frui
trade are being operated. We conduct our b;h}t
ness on the same principles as the Melbourne ﬁnsxl].

BIBLES AND TESTAMENTS.

State style preferred, and price you are prepared
to pay, and we will send a book on approval

AUSTRAL PUI’:I:ISHING CO.,
528, 530 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne, Victoria.

Alfred Millis & Sons pty. 1.

Fruit Commission Agents,

5 6 & 7 Western Market, Melbourne.
ACCOUNT SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY,

For...
FIRST-CLASS

Goto...

Ww. C.
Craigie & Co.

Talma Buildings (Ist Floor),
119 SWANSTON STREET, MELBOURNE

Tailoring

Fatherless Boys.

A Home for Neglected, Orphan and

PHONE :,
Canty. 411

No Really Destitute Boy Refused.
FOUNDED 1895. INCORPORATED 1909.

Burwood JBoys THome

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Members of the Committee, or Austral Co. Reference can be made to the Committee and Officers.
Of all the work in which Christians can engage, this is the most encouraging and reproductive. * You sow to-day, and to-morrow you reap the harvest-
Readers everywhere are asked to assist.the great work of saving the boys.

OFFICE BEARERS:

PRESIDENT : HON. AUDITOR: HON. DEN 3
: : N. DENTIST: /G SECRETARY
Mr. R. Campbell Edwards. My, F. Hooke, F.IA.V, F.CP.A, ORGAx\il\IrI S}’f\ GESII:&EN-
VICE-PRESIDENTS: 31 Queen St., Melbourn. COMMITTEE:

Mr., W. C. Craigie. STOCK EXPERT:

Mr. R. McPherson. Messrs. R. Conning, W. Cust J.

HON. PHYSICIAN: r-
Hunter, R. McPherson, C. McPhe

Mr. L. Hunter.

HON. TREASURER: Dr. Christina Reid, Burwood

/ 1 . > " ; H / damcs
Wardrops® Budines HON. CHEMIST : @ i WAOPTICIAN: RN Cawards
197 Elizabeth ' St., Melbourne, Mr. Cathcart, Surrey I:Iills.' . V-4{l.1 %lﬁ;r,E((l:lgltl?rlgeSIE.u“di"gS' Sy Qﬁﬁﬁgﬁan' il

Ali Correspondence to be addressed to the Secretary, Burwood Boys’ Home, Boundary Rd., Burwood, Victoria-
L} v /

Printed and Published by the Austral Printing and Publishing Company, Ltd, 528, 530 Elizabeth Street, MelbourneVictoria, Australia.




