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yr RE THERE MISTAKES
_TX IN THE BIBLE.—The
Higher Criticism controversy seems
to have taken a new lease of life in
England lately. Recently Dr. Clif­
ford and Rev. John Urquhart came
into collision and held a public dis­
cussion. When the report of this
discussion appeared in the Christian
Commonwealth the Editor of that
journal sent out invitations to many
of the leading men of England to
express their opinions on the sub-
jcd. We do not think our space
in this department, this month, can
be better occupied than in producing
a few of these letters.

Professor Sayce, M.A., LL.D.,
Queen's College, Oxford.—The

dodrine of the absolute inerrancy of
Scripture maintained by Mr. Urqu­
hart is an importation into Europe
of the doctrine of the absolute
inerrancy of the Vedas maintained
for many centuries by the Hindu
Brahmins. But 1 look in vain for
it among the formularies and author­
itative teachings of the historical
Christian Church. And at the
present day it seems to me likely to
produce nothing but scepticism
among educated persons who have
kin taught to reason, and who arc 

acquainted with the results of mod­
ern philology, archeology, and natu­
ral science.

The dodrine logically involves the
belief—from which the Hindu ex­
pounders of it have not shrunk—
that every letter, vowelmark, and
stop in the sacred record is inspired
and inerrant. In the case of the
Vedas, which must have been trans­
lated into a foreign language, and
which have been handed down by
trained schools of oral reciters, the
belief can be defended; in the case
of the Christian Scriptures it leads
to the logical contradiction that
whereas God provided that the
original 1 lebrew, Aramaic, and Greek
texts should be inerrant, He omitted
to do this in the case of the transla­
tions which have constituted the
Bible of the majority of Christians
for such a length of time. The
safeguard of inerrancy was thus re­
moved at the very moment when
the necessity for it arose.

1 see that Mr. Urquhart makes
an appeal to the results of Oriental
archaeology in support of his views.
I can only say that, as far as 1 know
anything about these results, they
emphatically contradict the doctrine
of the absolute inerrancy of Scrip­
ture. The Assyrian inscriptions,
for example, have shown that the
chronology of the Book of Kings is
hopelessly wrong, and that while
the compiler of the books has quoted
honestly and fully from older and
for the most part contemporaneous | 

documents, the imperfection of his
materials has caused him to fall into
precisely the same errors as a modern
historian would be likely to fall into
under similar circumstances.

The dodrine of verbal inspiration
is, in fad, a modern dodrine which
has been substituted for the ancient
Catholic dodrine of Canonicity. It
receives no countenance from the
articles of the Anglican Church
which laydown that •' Holy Scripture
contained: all things necessary to
salvation,” and go on to define Holy
Scripture in the old way as “ those
canonical books of the Old and New-
Testament of whose authority was
never any doubt in the Church."

T»)ev. Dr. Adamson, Ex-President if
* L the Evangelical Union of Scotland.
—Before the question can be properly
settled, as to whether there are mis­
takes in Bible, there are some pre­
liminary matters which would require
careful consideration. Because these
preliminary topics were not con­
sidered, with any degree of fulness,
the debate you reported last week
cannot Ixj productive of much lasting
benefit to those who beard or read
it.

1. Which Bible is referred to in
the question ? Is it the Bible as it
came from the hands of the holy
men who wrote it, or is it the Bible
as we have it in the various transla­
tions which are used all over the
world at the present day ? So tai
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as I know, there is no person who
would for a moment contend that
any of the Bibles now in use arc free
from errors. They all contain mis­
takes. This would be admitted by
the Rev. John Urquhart as well as
by Dr. Clifford. It is, therefore, of
the greatest importance that a proper
definition be given of the Bible,
which is said, on the one hand, to
contain no errors, and, on the other,
that it errs in some of its statements.

2. What mistakes arc referred to?
It is admitted on all sides that there
are errors in the Text and that there
are errors in the Translations. No
person who has any right to speak
on the subject would even for one
moment contend that a perfect text
of either the Old Testament or New
Testament exists, or that cither the
readings or translations of the
Scriptures, in use, were infallible in
these particulars. On this point
both Dr. Clifford and his opponent
would agree.

3. Neither can it be contended
that all the statements in the Bible
are true. To be plain, there are lies
in the Bible, and these, of course,
are moral mistakes of the most
serious kind. Some of the devil’s
words arc of this character, and
there are not a few of human words
of a like nature. Here, too, all
stand on the same ground.

4. Then, again, there arc various
documents quoted by the sacred
writers, when producing their books,
which may contain errors both of a
historical and doctrinal nature, and
for which the writers cannot in fair­
ness be held responsible. These
errors, if they exist, cannot be
attributed to the sacred penmen
except where the statements are
endorsed. Here also both parties
might shake hands.

5. Leaving all these things aside,
the question has to be faced, Is the
Bible Inerrant ? It seems to me
that it is a most foolish task
in the opening of a discussion

to undertake to prove that it is.
Mr. Urquhart did not attempt to do
so, except by inference. His argu­
ment was, the Bible is a verbally in­
spired book, therefore it is inerrant.
But the dullest thinker can sec that
the premise cannot bear this conclu­
sion. The contention on the other
side is, that the inspiration of the
Bible allows certain mistakes with­
out invalidating its authority and
divinity. It is not for the upholder
of the inerrancy of the Bible to
prove its inerrancy, but those who
deny its inerrancy should endeavour
to makegood their contention. They
should, in other words, point out
the errors that they think it con­
tains and then they could be logic­
ally met. For my own part, I am
in an undetermined condition of
mind on the subjclL The time has
not yet come when it is possible to
settle the question with any great
degree of confidence. All the facts
of sacred and profane history so-
c.'dled. arc not known, and until
these are known, it would be folly to
close one's mind on the subject.
This also I know, that if I had come
to the conclusion that the Bible was
errant, because of what was pointed
out to me as errors 30 years ago,
and which, at the time, looked to mt:
like mistakes, I would have been led
astray, and may have made ship­
wreck of my faith. What 1 advise
all young men to do is, “ Keep an
open mind on this question ; affirm
what you like, but take care what
you deny."

T*)EV* Archibald G. Brown, of
1 East London Tabernacle.—To
me there is cither verbal inspiration
or no inspiration at all. Scripture
consists of words, and if they are
not inspired, what is? There can
be no expression of infallible thought
but in infallible language. The
thought is only known by its lan­
guage, for the language is the
thought.

Personally I am quite content with
Jesus Chri-.t as a Biblical critic. To

Him, beyond all question, the Scrip­
tures were in the most literal sense
the Word of God. He was not
troubled with any doubts. Faith in
Christ and doubt about the Penta­
teuch is impossible. Christ refuses
such an admixture, and plainly de­
clares “ Had ye believed Moses, ye
would have believed Me; for he
wrote of Me. But if ye believed not
his writings, how shall ye believe My
words ?"

Dr. Clifford’s reference to Jere­
miah 20, is the weakest thing I have
ever read. There can be a verbatim
report of what a man says without
the reporter being held responsible
for the utterance. An inspired re­
cord of an experience is not neces­
sarily an inspired experience. An
infidel said lately, “There is no need
now for us to attack the Bible, the
ministers arc doing our work for us."
I fear it is sadly true. Excuse these
few lines in answer to your request
as I am pressed greatly with work,
making preparations for leaving
England next week. I accept the
New Testament because it is the
continuation of the old, and that
bears the stamp of Jesus Christ on
all its jots and tittles.

uV- Parker, in the course of his
sermon in the City Temple

recently, said There arc many
men who do not sec anything in the
Bible more than a book. They call
it literature. I believe some have
gone so far as to call it a record, and
others have enlarged themselves into
an adjctflive and called it a progres­
sive record. No.no. It isa record,
no doubt, and it is a progressive
record, no doubt, but it is a revela­
tion ; and within the genius and fire
of revelation, properly understood,
the grammarian has no place.
He must pack up his traps and
go to any lodging that will take
him in for the night. Here
is a man going to parse the
Bible, to chew its monosyllables be-
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tween his molar teeth. He is the
only man that cannot handle the
Bible. But there arc experts. Where?
I was brought up under an expert.
That expert was my mother. Moth­
ers are experts as well as parsing
men and gerund-grinders. Broken
hearts are specialists. The man
who has just buried his first-boni is
an expert in some parts of the Bible.
W'e must not have the word expert
limited to some little grammarian in
the retail trade. There are poets,
mothers,idealists,dreamers,prophets,
men of fire, Pentecostal men, and
they must come along to complete all
commentary. Do we exclude, then,
the verbal man ? Nothing of the kind.
But we tell him when to sit down—
and he has long spells of sitting.’
“ As for the Bible, dear sweet old
book, yet to be commented upon by
the living mother, I am just as little i
anxious about it as 1 am about the ;
solar system. What used to be j
called infidelity outside, is now |
called the higher criticism inside. I
Certainly it makes a great difference |
whether you arc outside or inside.
But I am giving the Bible a little
time. It is very awkwatd now, and
shows but little sympathy with
present activities and fussinesses,
but whilst the Bible is undergoing
this process and that process, the
Bible Society is printing more copies
than ever. I call that adding insult
to injury. Give the Bible time. It
has shed off a good many measles,
and sloughed off a good deal of scar­
let fever, and come up out of many
a struggle. And the Bible was
never so much a revelation to inc as
it is this morning. It grows upon
me. 1 love the Bible because, as
Coleridge says, ‘the Bible finds me.’
That is inspiration 1"

We do not think that the above
represents the mature judgment of
these men, yet it certainly shows
very plainly the drift of current
thought on thi> all-al sorbing theme.
We are not at all afraid of th<
safety of th< Old Bools, but believe
that it will come out of it all more
than victorious.
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INDIVIDUAL RESPONSIBI­
LITY.

IS IT IN DANGER OP BEING LOST ?

yr LTHOUGH the question of
the relation of Church and
State may be regarded as

settled so far as these colonies are
concerned, it does not follow that i
no attempts are being made to
reverse, the policy adopted in ear-.
Her years. It is possible indeed
that many of the rising genera­
tion know little or nothing of the
history of the conflict, which, from
the days of the reformation, has
been going on in regard to this ques­
tion. The older generation, coming
fresh from lands where National
churches were in existence, had
lively recollections of the disabilities
under which nonconformist bodies
laboured, ami therefore readily en­
dorsed the proposals which resulted
in the complete severance of Chinch
and State in the land of their adop­
tion. With them no argument is
needed to demonstrate the wisdom
of keeping asunder that which God

has not joined together. There are
many others, however, who seem
ignorant of the past or seem incapa­
ble of receiving the lessons which
history so eloquently teaches. This
is specially the case in regard to the
adherents of the Church of Rome,
who following blindly the lead of
their priestly rulers would again
allow the fusion of the spiritual and
the temporal to take place. That
the Vatican has never acquiesce!
in her deposition from temporal
power is a fad well and widely
known. That even now she is in­
triguing with all the great powers
and endeavouring to sway their
policy is plainly evident to all the

' readers of current history.
I Every opportunity presented is
I eagerly seized upon, and thedilemma
j of nations is her opportunity to as-
j sert her right to be heard in the
I councils of state. Hence we are not
surprised to learn by a late cable­
gram from Europe that “ M. Pion,
a well-known French politician who
has recently had several audiences
of Pope Leo xiii., asserts that His
Holiness has been the primary pro­
moter of the alliance between France
and Russia." Thus in the effort to
regain her lost supremacy no stone
s left unturned. Every movement
that seems to give a favourable op­
portunity is used as a lever to restore
her ancient prestige and power. The
passing of the Woman's Suffrage
Bill in New Zealand places in her
hand a trump card which she is not
slow to play. Hear what the Jr ;:ts
has to say :—

One of th • earliest movemtn* re-.ultinj*
from woman's suflragc in New Zealand bai
been a demon•tration .-.gvinst the secular
educational system of the colony. An Ang­
lican prelate. Bishup Neilll, h.u already
sounded 4 rally in thing enfranebiw 1 •• bmuv
to undo the haudiv.url cI mJ.- p_-'n:.c'
in Ibis matter, and the spirit with ubi.h
the Roman Calh.dk dcrg> intend tu enter
u|«on the crusade is ..i:;!a u.'dy an b.
a news item publidtr.l a few d.ni Thu

.'.it .1. 11 r.
I >•< I - 1 | I II I

Calh.dk
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obviously with the intention that their votes
shall be exercised at the polls. In what
manner they can be exercised there can be
no doubt. It will be a small but ccmpafl
block vote given under ecclesiastical direc­
tion. And cf the many novel developments
which it was imagined might happen through
the most hasty legislative experiment yet
tried in any of the colonics, this will as­
suredly be the most singular. It will be a
dirc/1 interference In adivc politics by ladles
who. for religious reasons, have voluntarily
cut themselves off from the world nnd from
all avenues of information which would
enable them to form correct political judg­
ments. Numerically the votes of the nuns
of every religious order in New Zealand
may count for very little, but the thorough
organisation long existing among thcCatho-

people to relax individual effort in
fostering the principles the laws
are supposed to embody. Even
supposing it were admissable to re­
quire the state to become religious
educators, would the gain be as
great as the supporters of such a
course seem to imagine ? We think
not. Would not the adoption of
such a policy at once practically
shift the burden of responsibility
from the shoulders of parents and
religious teachers to that of the
state. No one who knows anything
of human nature will doubt for a 

lie party on the education question has also
to be reckoned with. The Irish vote has
always been solid for dcnominationnlism.
and the enfranchisement of women will
therefore give an immense accession to the
power of the priesthood upon this matter."

At the present time we have no
intention of discussing at length the
merits or demerits of our national
system of education. We content
ourselves with saying that we will
never be parties to sanctioning the
State becoming the religious instruc­
tor of our young. We hold as a
vital principle from which there can
be no departure, that it is the duty
of the religious to impart religious
instruction, and that secular institu­
tions have no part or lot in the
matter.

Our objeCt, however, ns we have |
said, is not to discuss this question,
but rather to point out the tendency
that seems to prevail with many of
looking to the State for doing that
which is rather the function of the
individual. It is freely admitted
that it is the duty of the State so to
legislate as to "make it difficult to
do wrong and easy to do right."
To accomplish this end it is neces­
sary that the best and wisest laws
should be placed upon the statute
book and duly enforced. More than
this the State cannot do.

But the passing of mere law will
in itself accomplish little good, if 

moment that this would be the
inevitable result. Even the very
hope and expectation that such a
measure will sooner or later pass
into law has a paralysing cffeCt.
Were it realised once and for all that
Christian men and women arc the
only religious instructors recognised
of God, and that the entire burden of
teaching the young the divine princi­
ples set forth in the Bible rested
upon them, then, perhaps, the reli­
gious community might wake up to
a sense of its responsibility and duty
nnd initiate a work which would
lead to the most happy results.

In like manner, in these days we
are depending much upon societies
for the regeneration of the* world.
Many of these societies are un­
doubtedly worthy of encouragement
and support, but the rapid increase
of such organisations of late years is
not without its element of danger.
The danger is that the individual
may be lost in the association, and
the work that should be done by
individual effort resolve itself into
the mere passing of motions, which
may or may not be carried into
effect by the few. It has frequently
been observed that the British people
cannot get on without committees.
A meeting is called, a committee is
appointed, and the people disperse
serenely conscious that they have

Like the Irishman the result of doing to : hould lead j done their duty.

signing the promissory note, they
are thankful that that is done with.

It is well just here to enquire
what was the secret of the success
which attended the efforts of Primi­
tive Christianity in its work of social
reform. In the dawn of the Chris­
tian era, the moral and social
condition of Europe was worse than
the imagination can picture or the
pen of the historian discribe.
Against the giant evils of those days
the sword of the gospel was uplifted.
Before this magnificent power slavery
fled, the wholesale desertion of chil­
dren ceased, and thecrucltiesand im­
moralities of heathen worship passed
away almost without a struggle.
In those days the church was one
grand society without any auxiliaries.
How, then, did she accomplish her
glorious work ? Verily not by com­
mittees or by waiting for the passing
of laws, but by the intense energy,
the burning zeal, and the unselfish
love of individual Christian men and
women. And this is what is wanted
to-day. I f the name of every person
found on the church roll of Christen­
dom represented a real, live, loving
follower of Christ, then indeed would
be ushered in right speedily the
golden days the people of God have
so long hoped and prayed for.

Daniel Webster was once asked,
“What is the most important thought
you ever entertained ?" He replied,
after a moment's reflexion, “ The
most important thought I ever had
was my individual responsibility to
God.' The great statesman never
gave utterance to a more solemn
ami profound thought than this. It
is, therefore, fitting that the religious
world should be on its guard, lest
unwittingly it should adopt methods
which in the long run must of neces­
sity weaken the sense of individual
responsibility. In political as well
as in religious matters, let us be
true to principle and leave the re­
sults with God.
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(Bbitorinl $ofts.

M. W. Green.—We arc glad to be able
to announce to our readers that Bro. Green
is progressing favorably towards recover}',
though still very weak and frail through his
severe accident

Change of Address.—In order that
Bro. J. Colbourne might be nearer to his
work in Sydney, he has removed to the
following address —34 Bclvoir-st., Straw­
berry Hills, Sydney.

January Number.—Owing to the
Christmas holidays, it is our intention to
publish next month on the 22nd. So that
our intercolonial correspondents will please
sec that their news items reach us by the
19th of the month at latest.

Almanac for 1804.—As will be seen
from the last page the Almanac for 1S94 is
now ready, and samples are being sent out.
but we can testify that no one ordering
without a sample will be disappointed. For
particulars see last page of cover.

Bro. Alex. Brown, for 30 years widely
known and highly esteemed amongst our
British brethren, and with whom many now
in the Colonics were once personally ac­
quainted. has, after a lingering illness, just
passed away. His removal is a distinct loss
to the whole brotherhood. Not so much a
preacher as a teacher, he did yeoman ser­
vice in training brethren for usefulness in
the churches He was a writer as well as a
thinker and speaker, and his work on " Con­
version to God as Exemplified in Ads of
Apostles," is a production of real value to
all preachers of the Gospel and students of
the Word We sincerely sympathise with
the British churches in the lois they have
sustained

Decoy Duck#.—Our correspondent "P.”
writes again in reply to " M and continues
his defence of the use of intoxicating liquors.
We sincerely regret that any brother
associated with our churches can be so
blind to the lessons of every day life as to
seriously advocate the use of a thing which.
on the testimony of almost every person
holding responsible positions in society, is
the parent of most of the crime perpetrated
in our land. If our brother cannot see the
force of the higher law of the New Testa­
ment which makes it the privilege of every
Christian to abstain from that which is the
cause of stumbling to those around him,
then we have no hope that other arguments
will have any weight with him As Bro. 1‘.
has had the privilege of a reply to Bru. M ,
we cannot allow any further discussion on
the subject

What tho Churches Need.—Some
time ago we listened to a paper on " Preach­
ing. ' in the course of which the writer said
that the great need ut the churches is mure 

preachers. In our criticism thereon we
begged leave to differ, especially il by
" preachers " was meant supported evange­
lists. TAr great need of the churches is a
more earnest and diligent and devout study
of the Word of God on the part of the rank
and file of the brotherhood. • More preachers.'
without a better grasp of the Bible by the
brethren generally, may mean only mere
fririteraft. Unless the whole body of be­
lievers is well grounded in the truth by­
personal searching of the scriptures, it
becomes dependent on the few, and so in
danger of being priest-ridden. We would
urge, therefore, that in every church special
attention should be given to the equipment
of brethren, particularly of young brethren.
in a knowledge of the Word of God and the
bases of our faith. In our laird's day
teaching, in our Bible classes, and by every
possible means, let such be helped to become
" workmen that need not to be ashamed.
handling aright the word of truth."

Bible Correspondence Classes—With
above need in cur mind we would call atten­
tion to the helpfulness of Bible correspond­
ence classes. The energies and resolutions
of many people need some special stimulus
or spur to keep them up to the mark, as
well as some one with experience to direct
their course If a certain amount of study
Ajj to be got through and the results
thereof in writing hart to lie ready for
inspection by a certain day it is generally
done, where without that sense of compul­
sion it would ollen l>c left undone. Bro.
Macallistcr, of Warrnambool, is doing most
useful work in this respect Several have
testified to us of great good received in his
correspondence class. We can alto speak

I well of it from personal examination of some
of his notes on portions of scripture. They
manifest both painstaking care and scholar­
ship. We would advise all brethren desiring
help in the study of God's word to write
Bro Macallistcr.

Doing Something.—It is very interest­
ing to note bow the world is drifting in
connection with uvrAr. The other evening
we were glancing over an article in a maga­
zine and came across this language, and as
v.e had just been reading the portion of
scripture referred to it struck us as remark-
markable :— "Read the Sermon on the
Mount It is work, work, vvotk, from be­
ginning to end. And 1 believe all the
divisions of Christians are caused by their
hatred of the simple text —' Whoso bcarcth
my wordsand d;;!h them ' *1 he Romanists
substitute paying and praying for doing —
the Scotch, believing fur doing —the Eng­
lish, reverence for doing - and vo on Plain
taking up of the hard, heavy cross is the
last thing with them all." This is the
language uf John Ruskin Nothing is
plainer to us than if a man experts to be
saved or happy --when he is saved be must 

do iontethhg. The lack of work accounts
for a lot of the miserable Christianity, or so
called Christianity, that we tee about us.

A New Society.—We were engaged the
other night in the delightful and now­
fashionable occupation of musing. As the
list of subjects about which we could quietly
think were limited, we picked up a London
exchange, and as our eyes ran down the
columns on the look out for something fresh
we dropped across the following mystical
arrangement of letters, " S.P.C.M." At a
glance we found it had to do with some
society or other. We ran over the great
multitude of societies of which we had
heard at different times, but could no where
place this one. so concluded that it must be
something fresh. We proceeded to investi­
gate, and made the discovery that it was a
new society. We continued our reading.
It started as follows ; the mother says:

"Can you help me for a few minutes,
Marion ?"

*' I would like to, but 1 don't see how I
can."

The tone was not impatient, but hurried.
" I have this essay to finish for the society

this evening. 1 must go to our French His­
tory class in an hour, then to a guild meet­
ing. and get back to my German lesson at
five o'clock."

" No. you can’t help me. dear. You look
worn out yourself. Never mind. If 1 tic
up my head, perhaps I can finish this."

"Through at last," said Marion, wearily-
giving a finishing touch to the " Develop­
ment of Religious Ideas among the Greeks,"
at the same time glancing quickly at the
clock.

After reading this for a long time, we began
to think what the new society would be. or
at least what it eagAf to be. The story is
too long, but this young lady had a dream,
and saw two angels standing over her kind
mother, and best of all lit aid them saying
some rather plain things They must have
been very practical angels those, os the
result was that the young woman concluded
to think a little more about heme, and at

1 once started the " S. P- C. M ur the
" S.'dtty for thr I'rntntion of Cradty to
M others." We continued to muse. The
society question and woman's franchise
question all came up before us in review,
and we thought that many of our young
ladies might find very profitable em­
ployment at homo in try ing to lessen the
cares and rcspusibilitiei of an overworked
mother.

Our Baptist Friend#.—By invitation of
our old friend Dr Porter, now of Ballarat.
we dropped into a sitting of the Baptist
yearly meeting held In this city during the
last month We certainly were pleased
with much of what we saw and heard
There was a fine body of men. with a scry
small sprinkling of ladies Thu talk was of
1I10 stralghtCdt kind, y cl all seemed to lie in
a kindly spin! We learned while nt tbs

[meeting that lb y have th -r U.. at
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well as ourselves. They were discussing
the question of their periodical, or
rather feriodicall, as they have some four
or five in the colonies. Money is their
great trouble in this line, or rather the lack
of It. During the year they have lost
heavily on the Victorian Baftiit, notwith­
standing Mr. Chapman declared repeatedly
that it is the best religious paper in Austra-
lix The subscribers won't pay up, and the
printer insists on having his money, hence the
difficulty. Now that is just the trouble
with all religious papers, ftoflt uvn't fay
If all the Standard subvcrilwrs would pay
what they owe it would make a number of
people happy. And then their editors won't
work together Its true they ore all one,
but t kith one is the question. The Standaid
editors manage to live together in passably
good fellowship. Its true that sometimes
the relations become somewhat ctiaincd. but
to far the tension has relaxed without a
rupture. But seeing as Mr. Malyon de­
clarer! in his report that the position Is
"honorable ns well as honorary," this is
not to be wondered at. By the way that
reminds us that the editorial report sub­
mitted was full of fun. keeping the immense
audience in roars of laughter. We enjoyed
our visit to this gathering, and next month
from official reports hope to give our readers
some idea of the work done and present
position of the Baptists In Victoria.

A Great Convention. — The annual
meetings of our American brethren have
just closed in Chicago. Owing to the fall
that the Fair was on, the attendance was
larger than usual One of the most inter­
esting items discussed at these great meet­
ings is fureigu missionary work More
than £1 a,000 has been raised and expended
in this work during the past year. They
have missionaries in |apan. China, India,
Denmark, England, and Turkey. In Japan
they have ten missionaries, and during the
year tor have been baptised ; in China
twenty-uno missionaries with 19 baptisms;
in India eighteen missionaries with 6 con­
versions ; In Denmark ten missionaries with
19) additions; In England they are sup­
porting 5 men, who rejiort 251 baptisms fur
the year; while In Turkey they have two
men who re|>cirt 21 additions. This maker
a grand total, including native helpers,of 109
workers in the foreign field, who have
brought 595 persons to a knowledge of the
truth at a cost of £12,000. But of course
the good accomplished can not be estimated
in this way. In India for instance only 6
have been baptised, but the difficulties arc
great, and work Is being done now which
can only be shown In years to come. The
committees report In explanation of this
mailer says During the year there were
six conversions in India Thera arc 211
children in the day schools; Cjo in the
Sunday schools; 12 in the orphanage, j.-thj

patients have been treated. The number
of additions is not large. It ought to be
borno in mind that the mission is yet in its
infancy. The work done is on virgin soil
The most successful missions in India did
not win any large success till after about
thirty years of patient toil and waiting The
first generation sows the seed; the second
reaps the harvest. Where a mission has I
reaped bountifully, it will be found that it first
sowed bountifully. It took years to make a
few converts, and to train them as evange­
lists and teachers. After years saw multi­
tudes turning to the I-ord. During the year
the gospel has been preached in hundreds
of villages. In the centres where the mis­
sionaries arc located it has been preached
every day. Children have been taught ;
orphans have been rescued and trained for
lives of nobleness; the sick have been
healed; books and traits have been sold;
the workers have done what they could to
commend the gospel to the acceptance of the
people We see a report from our own mis­
sionary. Miss Mary Thompson, and frequent
mention of her name, and she is put down as
one of the missionaries, but no mention as
far as we could see is made of the fait that
she is being supported by Australian
churches. We wonder why ?

W.C.T.U.—As we go to press the annual
meeting of the above organization Is being
held in this city. We had the plcxsure of
attending the inaugural meeting on Monday
evening, Nov. 20th. It was all started off
with a grand tea meeting, the "first bumper
tea " which has been held in Melbourne for
12 months; at least we heard an enthusiastic
member of the W.C.T.U. say so. There
seemed to be plenty for all. but we arc of
opinion that they would have to do some
scraping round to get 12 baskets of fragments
The after meeting in the large audience room
of the Congregational Church, Collins-st.,
was immense. The music of the evening
was supplied by the Melbourne Vocal Union
under the leadership of Bro. E. W. Pittman,
Mrs. McClelland singing one solo. The
chairman (Hon W. M. K. Vale) addressed
the meeting as gentlemen and ladiet, and de­
clared that it was quite proper He spoke
of woman suffrage, in fait everybody in the
meeting did. but confessed in an undertone
that there were a few difficulties, and ume
women who were not immaculate. Mrs
Press advocated the more extensive use of
fruit as a diet. If Mrs I Vess or somebody
else will just arrange it so that the people
of the towns can get fruit at a price they
can afford to pay she will not have to do
much advocating. Rev A. ]{. Edgar
seconded Mrs Press In her efforts to Induce
the people to cat grapes, declaring that all
our troubles. Loth temporal and spiritual.
were traceable to the liver, and that if we
would only cat plenty of fruit and keep our
livers right, that all our troubles would lice

away. We arc inclined to agree with him.
Mrs. Kirk (the secretary) read the annual
report. It was full of interest and fun. She
told of one old lady in the country who was
so anxious to attend a W.C.T.U. meeting
that she walked four miles through the mud.
and in order that she might get through
dry shod she had put on three pairs of
stocking and a pair of Wellington boots.
She got there. Mr. E. T. Smith created
quite a flutter by producing the share list
of McCracken's Brewery Co. By-and-bye
he is going to tell us all about it. but for the
present left us in suspense. The meeting
was a grand success.

Morits Dnn Ktitiiitujs.

[The thovghtt here freunted art ufon the Read-
ingt tuggetted for tkt mt 0/ Ckurchet at tkt
Lord'1-day morning terrier i. Thty art in­
tended to It svggeitive, not exkamtive: timfle,
not f refound; f radical, not doctrinal.]

DECEMBER 3rd.
Old Testament.—Mai. 3: x-6.
New Testament.—Matt. 11.

CONNECTING LINK.
The preparation for Christ a advent

by John the Baptist, the forerunner.
—Mai. 31; Matt. 1: : 10-14.

It is very suggestive that before
Christ's public ministry commenced
a preacher should precede Him
whose objctfl it was to turn the
hearts of the fathers Io the children,
and the disobedient to walk in the
wisdom of the just: to make ready
for the Lord a people prepared for
Him. There is undoubtedly some
connection between this and Christ's
words, “Give not that which is holy
to dogs, neither cast your pearls
before swine, lest they trample them
under foot, and turn again and rend
you. 1 hese words must mean
something, and they evidently do
not support the position of those
who say that to preach the gospel to
him is the best thing you can do for
any man whatever may be his cir­
cumstances. If preparation for
Christ s public ministry was neces­
sary then, it would be strange indeed
if people now-a-days did not some­
times need some sort of preparation
before having Christ preached to
them. And John's was not the only
or the main preparation for Christ.
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The preparation had been going on
for 4,000 years. John preached
morality—enjoined honesty on the
tax-gatherer, gentle behaviour and
contentment on the soldiers, philan­
thropy on all. Why was such a
course adopted then, if it is not
applicable now? The Christian is
the most highly developed man on
the face of the earth. Now develop­
ment is a gradual process, and in all
probability there are races in the
world to-day which need a great
deal of developing before they can
possibly understand in a sufficient
degree for their salvation the char­
acter of God as revealed in His Son
Jesus Christ. And even in our own
land are there not many who need
to be prepared for the gospel ? It is
useless to preach to a drunkard.
But by patience and careful watch­
ing the drunkard may be weaned
from the destroying cup, and then
he will be in a position to listen to
the gospel, understand it, and decide
whether he will obey its require­
ments. Much might be said on this
interesting topic, but space forbids.

DECEMBER 10th.

Old Testament.—Isa. 42: 1-16.
New Testament.— Matt. 12: 1-

30.
CONNECTING LINK.

Prophetic description of tho Messiah
fulfilled in Jesus of Nazareth —Is. 4.-:
1-4 ; Mau 11: 17-21.

Basking as we do in the full light
of the fulfilment of the prophecies
concerning the Messiah’s life upon
earth, it seems very strange to us
that when He came to His own—a
people well versed in the prophetic
announcements—His own did not at
at once recognise and receive Him.
The cause is to be found in the
character of the people. They had
an overweening idea of their impor­
tance in God’s government of the
world, which utterly blinded them
to the meaning of such references to
the Gentiles as those in this morn­
ing’s lesson. They were oppressed
by the Gentiles, but instead of
looking to their own shortcomings
as the cause, they nursed hard 

thoughts towards their oppressors,
and invented a Messiah who would
deliver them in temporal matters.
They were thus so unlike the
Messiah in disposition, and their
aspirations were so contrary to the
blessings which it was possible for
Him to bring them, that when He
came they turned fiercely upon Him
and finally crucified Him.

Is there no danger of the Church
falling into similar mistakes ? Has
she not already done so to some
extent ? Does not the Church claim
a monopoly of God’s favor ? What
missionary, on coming into contadl
with right-living heathens, exclaims,
“ God is no respecter of persons, but
in every nation he that feareth Him
and worketh righteousness is ac­
ceptable to Him ” ?

DECEMBER 17th.
Old Testament.—Jonah 3.
New Testament.—Matthew 12:

3 «-SO-
CONNECTING LINK.

The greater tho privilege, tho
greater tho responsibility.—Jonah 3 .
4-10; Matt. 12 : 41.

In Jonah's preaching to the
Ninevites there was not a syllable
of good news. 11. was simply the
fearful announcement, '• Yet forty
days and Nineveh shall be over­
thrown." Yet this preaching was
entirely successful, for without mak­
ing any promise, or holding out any
hope it produced true repentance.
The Ninevites knew what repent­
ance meant better than a great many
with far better opportunities of
knowing. They knew that it was
something very different from mere
remorse, that it involved turning
from their evil ways, and from the
violence that was in their hands.
When the command to repent is
accompanied with great promises to
obedience, there is a danger that the
turning may be merely superficial
and not heart-deep. But when the
turning, as in this case, has no pto-
misc there is little doubt of its gen­
uineness. Though promiseless, how ­
ever, the people were not altogether
hope 1< ss. They knew enough of the

natural fitness of things to under­
stand that repentance has a claim to
forgiveness. And the reasonable
hope resulting from this reasoning
was not disappointed. God saw
their works, that they turned from
their evil way and, to the great
chagrin of selfish Jonah, repented of
the evil, which he said he would do
unto them and did it not.

What a contrast between Christ
and Jonah! Jonah delivered his
message of doom, holding out no
hope of salvation, submitting no way
of escape, and indeed dreading lest
they should be saved. There was
nothing in his words and there could
be very little, if anything, in his
look and tone to attraft, yet his
message accomplished its full pur­
pose. Jesus spake as never man
spake, He revealed God as a Father
full of love and compassion, He
yearned for the salvation of His
hearers, He wept over Jerusalem,
He went about doing good, yet His
message was rejected by all but a
few. Well might He say, “ The
men of Nineveh shall stand up in
the judgment with this generation,
and shall condemn it; for they re­
pented at the preaching of Jonah,
and behold a greater than Jonah is
here." Are not the same words ap­
plicable to this generation—not only
to those who rejctfl the gospel, but
to those who, receiving it, pursue the
lukewarm tenor of their way, appar­
ently thinking that their acceptance
is conferring a great favour on the
Almighty, and that nothing more
can be reasonably expected from
them ? O, that we may no longer
resist the attractive power of Christ,
but allow ourselves to be drawn
close to Him 1

DECEMBER 24th.

Old Testament.—Isaiah 55.

New Testament.—Matthew ij

The inlaslon of God s Ward will be
fulfilled -Ba 53 ri 13. Mali ij -'j

There is an appal ent centrad., tie n
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between Isaiah and Christ on the
subject of the success of God’s
Word. Isaiah is very optimistic,
and I think it is impossible for any
one to study much his sublime
utterances, his bright anticipations
for the future, without becoming an
optimist. Mow full of the most
cheering thoughts is this 55th chap­
ter. Stimulating, loo, these thoughts
arc, and calculated to rouse us to the
highest pitch of enthusiasm over
God's ways. “ My word shall not
return unto Me void. Ye shall go
out with joy, and be led forth with
peace: the mountains and the hills
shall break forth before you into
singing, and all the trees of the field
shall clap their hands. Instead of
the thorn shall come up the fir tree,
and instead of the briar shall come
up the myrtle tree: and it shall be
to the Lord for a name, for an ever­
lasting sign that shall not be cut
off."

At first sight the parable of the
sower appears to contradict Isaiah's
bright anticipations, but as this is
impossible, the contradiction must
be only in appearance. It is as­
sumed that the seed which fell by
the wayside, on the rocky places and
among the thorns, did return to God
void—many would say worse than
void, that it did harm to those who
received it by increasing their re­
sponsibility and bringing upon them
a more severe condemnation—and
that it was only that which fell upon
good ground that prospered in the
thing whereto it was sent. It would
perhaps be a sufficient explanation
of the apparent contradiction to say
that every incident in a parable is
not to be pressed into the service
and regarded as teaching a lesson.
This parable simply relates the
aClual present experiences of every
preacher, but it says nothing about
the future. The unfruitful places
may be prepared—the pathway dug
up and the rocks taken away—and
when sowing time comes round
again the seed may bring forth
abundantly. The thorns also may
be uprooted, and the struggling 

plant previously unable to attain to
the point of fruit-bearing may now
bring forth a hundredfold.

But the point still remains, was
not one sowing void ? Was not
some seed as good as wasted ? If
every point in the parable is to be
regarded as teaching a definite les­
son, and as being an exact counter­
part of what takes place in the
spiritual world, the answer must be
“ Yes." But such is not the case.
Though seed falling by the wayside, 1
and picked up by birds, docs not .
attain the end for which it was
sown, it can never be said that
God's word goes in at one ear and
out at the other without leaving any
trace whatever. It makes some
impression, however faint, which
will be some slight preparation for
the next sowing. Here again is
suggested the importance of the
work of preparing the soil for the
seed.

DECEMBER 31st.

Old Testament.—Prov. 8.

New Testament.—Matthew 13:
31-58.

CONNECTING LINK.

Th prc.omlncnco In value of the
pearl of great price. —Prov. 8. xo. 11.
18, 19; Matt. 13: 45,46.

An old lady, a great Bible student,
once remarked, 111 like best the
' likes ' of Scripture. She was re­
ferring to the parables, and her pre­
ference is that of very many, though
perhaps they never expressed it in
the same quaint way. The result
has fully vindicated the wisdom of
teaching by parable. Besides ap­
pealing to common scenes and every
day occurrences, it is suggestive
rather than exhaustive; it leaves
something—and that something im­
portant, too—to Ixj puzzled out by
the hearer or reader, and though
many may miss the real point, or
even light upon a wrong one, the
mental exercise they have had over
the parable will prove beneficial
training to them. To the question,
•• What is meant by the pearl of 

great price ?" I know- of but one
answer—Salvation ; but to the ques­
tion, “ What is salvation ?" there
are many answers. By the pearl of
great price I understand salvation
in the sense of the possession of
“ love," that is, “ love like God's."
Among New Testament writers,
Paul and John are conspicuous for
singing the praises of love. The
thirteenth chapter of 1 Cor. has been
rendered famous by its treatment of
this subject, and some of John’s ex­
pressions are equally famous, r.g.,
“ Every one that loveth is begotten
of God and knoweth God.” Christian
poets have followed in the wake of
the apostles. Tennyson says—

" Kind hearts arc more than coronets.
And simple faith than Norman blood."

To the same effect arc Scott’s
words—

" A loving heart, and leal within.
Is better than gold or gentle kin."

Browning, in a poem describing the
death of the Apostle John, gives the
following as some of his dying
words:—
•' For life, with all it yields of joy and woe.
And hopeand fear—believe the aged friend—
Is just our chance o' the prize of learning

love:
How love might be, hath been indeed, and

is;
And that we hold thenceforth to the utter­

most
Such prize despite the envy of the world.
And. having gained truth, keep truth; that

is all."

The close of another year is a fitting
time for us to inquire how wo are
using our chance of the prize of
learning love. Perhaps it is a new-
thought to some that “ learning
love " is the great prize of this life,
the pearl of great price. But it is a
true and beautiful thought, for those
who are “ learning love" are the
true disciples of Christ, since they
are learning likeness to their Master.
1 hey are being made in an increas­
ing degree partakers of the divine
nature, such participation being the
pearl for which we ought to be
willing to give up everything.

J.E.L. .
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IStnrflj imb lljonu.

By A. 11 Bryant.

WORK AND REST.
Weary ! Who should be weary ? Not he

who has life to give.
He to whom aught is given must still have

something to give;
And man ts made for the battle, and the

sword is girt on the thigh,
And the purpose of God is thwarted if we

only linger and sigh
Aye. and we all have been wounded, some

more, and others less,
And the sorrows our hearts have suffered

have taught us tenderness.

Scatter the seed in the morning, and at eve
stay not the hand ;

Morning and noon and even, there will still
be open land I

It may be but a cup of water, but a gently
spoken word.

Above the gift is noted, the faintest accent
heard;

And the good we do to another comes back
to us ever again.

As the moisture raised from the ocean re­
turns in the gentle rain.

For blessing works in a circle, and the faster
that circle goes.

As it wheels around the throne of God, ever
in strength it grows ;

And life is the coinage ol heaven to be spent
in the purchase of love.

Till all the realm of the earth below is as
pure as the realms above.

Then weary not in the struggle; God ruleth
all fur the best.

And at last the wings in the circle shall
bear the soul to its rest.— Stlttl/J

“1 HAVE NO INFLUENCE.”
Don't say so. All have some. A

gentleman lecturing said: “ Every­
body has influence, even that child,"
pointing to a little girl in her
father’s arms,

“That's true," cried the man. At
the close he said to the lecturer :
" I beg your pardon, sir, but I could
not help speaking. 1 was a drunk­
ard ; but as I did not like to go to
the public-house alone I used to
carry this child. As I approached
the public-house one night, hearing
a great noise inside she said : * Do
not go, father !’ * Hold your tongue
child !’ • Please, father, don't go !'
‘ Hold your tongue I said.
Presently I felt a big tear fall on
my cheek. 1 could not go a step
further, sir. I turned round and
went home, and have never been in
a public house since. Thank God
for it. I am now a happy man, sir,
and this little girl has done it al),
and when you * aid that even she had
influence, I could not help saying:
‘ That's true, sir.' All have influ­
ence."

EASY SACRIFICES.
He said it was easy for some

people to give up sins which had no
fascination for them. “ It isn't hard
for a one-legged man to give up
dancing," he said, “and it requires
no effort for a dumb man to stop
swearing; a man who has never
had any temptation to drink whiskey
can easily put aside the liquor
habit.”

He had a niece named Dolly.
She was once visiting at the house
of her aunt, and after the meal,
when it was time for dessert, the
hostess said : “ Well, Dolly, you'll
take a piece of pie ?"

“ No, ma’am," said Doily, “ my
mamma doesn't want me to eat
pie."

Well, how grand we thought it
was that a six-year-old girl away
from home should do just as her
mamma wanted her to do, whether
her mamma was there or not I But
the next day at dessert we had a
different kind of pie. The hostess
said : “ I believe you don't take pie,
Dolly ?"

“Why, yes, ma’am, I’ll take a
piece," the girl said, unhesitatingly.

“ Why, Dolly," her aunt said, “ I
thought you said your mamma
didn't want you to eat pie."

“ Well, I didn’t like that kind of
pie," the girl said. “ And so it is
with our sins," the preacher con­
tinued, “ we can give up those we
don’t like. What about the others?"

AS IT IS IN HEAVEN.
Someone, who believe it to be an

imperative duty, recently undertook
to tell a widow that her only son, who
was absent from home, had become
wild and dissipated ; that he was in
fatfl going down hill very fast, and
would soon be at the bottom.

The widow, who was also an in­
valid, sent for her son to come
home and make her a visit.

He braced up and came. The
mother looked anxiously into her
boy’s face and saw there the furrows
that neither time nor care had made.

“ Jack," she said, tenderly holding
his hands in both of hers, “ we used
to be chums ?"

“ Yes, mother."
“ Are we chums yet ?"
“I — I guess so, mother — only

when a fellow gets big—"
“ Don't ever get too big to chum

with your mother, Jack. We used
to tell each other everything. Have
you any secrets from your mother
now, Jack ?"

“ Now, you see, when—a—fel­
low—"

“ Yes, yes, Jack, but you are not
a fellow, you are just my Jack—my
boy who used to tell me all his
troubles and naughtiness, and whose
father when he died said to him,
• Take care of your mother, Jack.'
How will it be when I see him—
shall I tell him you are a good boy,
as he wanted you to be ?"

“ I—1—hope so, mother," with a
sob.

“ And, Jack, there's something
I've heard—it's too ridiculous. 1
know you’ll laugh, because there
isn't a word of truth in it. Why,
nobody could ever make me believe
it. They tried to tell me that my
boy Jack had fallen into bad com­
pany." “ Oh, mother—" “ 1 know
it isn’t true. You, a boy brought
up to despise evil doing, going about
with winebibbers ! No ! no ’ They
couldn’t make me believe that."

“ No, indeed, mother," whispered
Jack, recording a vow under his
breath.

“ And, Jack," continued the
mother, in her sweet, consoling
tones, do you remember how we
used to say our prayers together—
you and I ? To-night, Jack, I have
a fancy to hear our voices blend in
that dear old prayer. Kneel down
by my bed, Jack, as you used to
when you were an innocent boy."

Jack knelt, and his bowed head
came very close to that gentle heart
that was throbbing with love for
him.

" Our Father—which art in heaven
—hallowed be thy name—thy king­
dom come—thy will be done on
earth—as it is in heaven—"

Jack stopped, for the voice that
had accompanied his was silent.

“ Mother," he called in a fright­
ened tone, and he bent over the
pale lips that opened to repeat
softly :

“ As it is in heaven. Amen."
Then Jack was alone to begin the

life he would henceforth live.—Sri.

iulnnbrrings Abroni.

FIR ST IM1 ’ R ESS I ON S OF TIIE
WHITE CITY.

GnduJtJ.
In the Electrical Building, which

should be visited at night time in
order to see it in all its beauty, one
is dazzled with the novel and bril
bant exhibits which .Hr here hown.
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Of all the separate World's Fair
departments, the cletflrical has a
peculiar novelty and freshness in the
popular mind. It differs in one
supreme particular from all the
others. The rapidity of elcdtrical
development finds no parallel in any
other range of discovery. From the
nature of the clcdlrical exhibit, the
visitor will notice that it is dispersed
in all parts of the grounds, the
electricity building holding but a
fraction of it. We could not help
being struck at the gigantic strides
which the Americans have made in
putting the “ eleClric fluid" to use.
The eleClric lighting of the buildings
and grounds is a demonstration of
both power and beauty in arc and
incandescent features. About 8000
arc lamps of 2000 candle power and
about 130,000 incandescent lamps of
16 candle power, offer in themselves
an objcCl lesson in latter day lighting
methods. Scores of spectacular
efleCts claim admiration and interest,
the most noticeable of which are the
two eleClric fountains, being in
themselves the most elaborate ex­
hibits of their kind ever attempted.
Of course these can only be seen to
advantage when operated at night.
In the daytime nothing is apparent
but a multitude of pipes. At night,
however, through these pipes arc
shot several hundred jets arranged
in two circles, throwing streams of
water 150ft. high, ami the display
when both fountains are playing is
superb.

To see the immense resources of
the United States in the shape of
cereals, fruits, grasses, Ax., the
visitor must not fail to visit the
Agricultural Building, and also the
various State buildings. A great
specialty is made of Indian corn, the
columns, arches and pediments of
the various pavilions being artistic­
ally decorated with this cereal of all
sizes and colors. Stars, flowers,
etc., and running garlands of floral
designs arc made of colored corn.
Canada makes a magnificent display
of cereals of all kinds, her exhibit
being a surprise to everyone. No
wonder United States is very anxious
to annex Canada, for she would
prove a very valuable acquisition.
We saw a mammoth cheese weigh­
ing 11 tons from the province of
Ontario. This marvel of the dairy
wa:. made from the milk of 10,000
cows, milked by 1,666 dairymaids,
the milk weighing 207,000 lbs.,
equivalent to over 100 tons, or fully
24,370 gallons.

To attempt to describe all that we 

saw is beyond us, and already this
account is too long. In the Mines
Building is to be seen a copy of
Bartholdi’s celebrated Statue of
Liberty enlightening the world,
carved in salt by an English firm.
Also a rough uncut diamond, from
Cape of Good Hope, weighing 282
carat and worth $450,000. When
writing about the Transportation
Building, we forgot to mention that
there was a model shown of an
eleClric car which was claimed to
run between 150 to 200 miles an
hour. The cars and the railroad
are now being built between the
cities of St. Louis and Chicago.
This will beat all the flying mach­
ines. To tell of all the many ex­
hibits in Machinery Hall would re­
quire a large volume. In all, the
exhibits of machinery arc housed in
structures that cover over 20 acres.
Among the most interesting exhibits
is a machine for the manufacture of
tags and labels, which takes the
paper from the roll, cuts the tags,
prints the labels, punches the eye­
lets, and then inserts the wire for
fastening. In another machine a
bar of steel goes in at one end and
comes out a broad network at the
other, producing a valuable substi­
tute for lath in modern building.
There are machines for making
hooks and eyes, steel fence posts,
chains, sections of telegraph poles,
for polishing lenses, for wood em­
bossing, and for producing wooden
medals with impressions of World's
Fair buildings for souvenir purposes.

The Midway Plaisance is the “side
show" of the World's Fair. Should
the visitor enter all the attractions
along the Plaisance (which could
not be well done in a week) the total
cost would be about £2 10s. The
most noticeable and one that affords
most pleasure is the Ferris Wheel,
which is claimed to be a greater
scientific wonder than the Eiflel
tower in Paris. It resembles a huge
bicycle wheel hung between two
towers. The wheel is 264 feet high,
and between its outer rims are sus­
pended 36 passenger coaches, each
weighing 13 tons, balanced upon
great steel trunnion pins. These
coaches accommodate 60 passengers
each, or a total of 2160 when all
loaded. The two steel towers upon
which the axle rests and revolves
are 137 ft. high, 5 ft. square at the
top, and 40 x 50 ft. at the bottom.
Six cars can be loaded or unloaded
at the same time. The time required
for what we may truly call a round
trip, is 20 minutes. To give one an 

idea of its size, the whole concern
weighs 4300 tons, the wheel itself
weighing 2,100 tons, and the axle
alone 70 tons. The wheel revolving
slowly gives the visitor a series of
views of the entire exposition
grounds, the lake clear to its Michi­
gan shore, with the fleet of white­
winged yachts gliding to and fro,
and the steamers arriving and
departing, all affording a panorama
which can not be equalled elsewhere
in the world. A dream of beauty
indeed 1 A picture outrivalling the
most soaring conception of artist or
of poet.

A noted editor felt impressed with
the idea that it was his duty to
humanity to visit the Midway
Plaisance and find out just what
kind of a place it was. He found
only what others did whose opinion
would bear less weight—that the
main objeCt of interest is the different
types of people, and of their genuine­
ness we are unable to feel assured.
The writer happens to know the
streets of Cairo, as there represented,
are peopled with citizens from Col­
umbus, Worthington and other
towns, and just how many more of
the “natives" in these various vil­
lages arc of the same class of people
one isn’t able to say. We heard of
one man having asked a Persian
woman who was sitting knitting in
gaudy attire, what she was doing.
He scarcely expcCled an answer, as
he didn't suppose a Persian would
be able to reply to an English
question. To his surprise she looked
at him and in good Bowery patois
said, “ 1 am knitting ; what do you
suppose I am doing ? "

As to the fair as a whole, it is
plainly evident that it is much too
big. People wander around for a
few days and think they have seen
the bulk of it, when they have in
reality only seen a section or two.
We were there eight days in all, and
did not see one-twentieth part of it.
The biggest crowd that attended in
one day during that time was up­
wards of one hundred and forty
thousand. There are so many
clashing interests, all eager to get
the almighty dollar, that between
them they lose it, and the Exposition
will prove to be a gigantic financial
failure. Opening on Sundaysturned
out to be a losing game. One of the
best protests against this movement
was that of the United Society of
Christian Endeavor, which was as
followsThis exhibit is closed
out of respect for the iaw of Gon
and the bust interest of man."

DECKMar.it
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Chicago is a very fine city, and
is growing amazingly fast. While
in Chicago we had the great
pleasure of hearing Dr. Moody, and
John McNeil, “the Scottish Spur­
geon." These two men are doing a
good work in this city.

On Thursday afternoon, July 27th,
we said good-bye at the dcp6t, my
father leaving in the afternoon for
New York via Niagara Falls, and I
back to “ my old Kentucky home."
Four more years must roll round
before we can hope to sec each other
again on this earth, but if that
privilege will be denied us through
Providence, we hope to meet in that
home above where there will be no
more partings. With Christian love
and best wishes to our Australian
and New Zealand friends,

We remain,
Your brethren in Christ,

Thomas Manifold.
George Manifold. 1

©nnptrnnre (Column.

[All rommuHkdlioni rtgarding thisiltpartmtnt
ihouhi It aJJrtur.l to Albert M LvnupooK,
13 EvanJalt-raid, .Va/ivrn. I’k/.hj.
ticns.lttmt ofntz j. txtraitt, an! ei«<uul arhiltl
will It thankfully ttitirtJ] .

THE BOTTOMLESS JUG.

I saw it hanging up in the kitchen
of a thrifty, healthy, sturdy farmer

in Oxford county, Maine—a bottom­
less jug 1 The host saw that the
curious thing caught my eye, and
smiled.

“ You are wandering what that
jug is hanging up there for with its
bottom knocked out," he said.
“ My wife, perhaps can tell you the
story better than 1 can; but she is
bashful, and I ain't, so I'll tell it—

“ My father, as you are probably
aware, owned this farm before me.
He lived to a good old age, worked
hard all his life, never squandered
money, was a cautious trader, and a
good calculator, and, as men were
accounted in his day and generation,
he was a temperate man. I was the
youngest boy, and when the old
man was ready to go, and knew it,
the others agreed that since I had
stayed at home and taken care of
the old folks, the farm should be
mine, and to me it was willed. 1
had been married then three years.

“ Well, father died—mother had
gone three years before—and l< ft |
the farm to me, with a mortgage on | 

it for five hundred pounds. I'd
never thought of it before. I said
to my Mollie, my wife—

‘“Mollie, look here. Here's
father had this farm for years, with
all its magnificent timber, and his
six boys, as they grew up, equal to
so many men to help him; and he
worked hard, worked early and late,
and yet, look at it. A mortgage of
five hundred pounds. What can I
do ? ’

“And I went to that jug—it had
a bottom to it then—and took a
good stiff drink of something much
stronger than water.

“ I noticed a curious look on the
face of my wife just then, and I
asked her what she thought of it,
for I supposed she was thinking of
what I’d been talking about. And
so she was, for she said—

“ ‘ Charles, I’ve thought of this a
great deal, and I’ve thought of a
way in which I believe I can clear
this mortgage off before five years
are ended.'

“Says I, ‘Mollie, tell me how
you’ll do it ?'

“ She thought for a while, and
then said, with a funny twinkling in
her blue eyes—says she—

“ * Charlie, you must promise me
this, and promise me solemnly and
sacredly. Promise me that you will
never bring home for the purpose of
drinking for a beverage, at any time,
any more spirits than you can bring
in that old jug—the jug your father
has used ever since I knew him, and
which you have used since he was
done with it.'

“ Well, I knew father used once
in a while, especially in haying time,
and in winter when we were at work
in the woods, to get an old gallon
jug filled; so I thought that she
meant that I should never buy more
than twoquartsat a time. I thought
it over, and after a little while told
her that I would agree to it.

“ ‘ Now, mind,' said she, ‘you are
never to bring home any more spirits
than you can bring in that identical
jug.' And 1 gave her the promise.

“ Ami before 1 went to bed that
night 1 took the last pull at that
jug. As 1 was turning out for a sort
of nightcap, Mollie looked up, and
says she, ‘ Charlie, have you got a
drop left ?'

“ There was just about a drop
left. We’d have to get it filled on
the morrow. Then she said, it 1
had no objections, she would drink
that last drop with me. I shall
never forget how she said it that
last drop.' However, 1 tipped the

old jug bottom up, and got about a
great spoonful, and Mollie said that
was enough. She took the tumbler
and poured a few drops of water
into it, and a bit of sugar, and then
she tinkled her glass against mine,
just as she'd seen us boys do when
we'd been drinking good luck, and
says she, ‘ Here's to the old brown
jug.’

“ Sakes alive I I thought to my­
self that poor Mollie had been
drinking more of the rum than was
good for her, and I tell you it kind
of cut me to the heart. I forgot all
about how many times she'd seen
me when my tongue was thicker
than it ought to be, and iny legs not
so steady as good legs ought to be ;
but I said nothing. I drank the
sentiment—‘The Old Brown Jug'—
and let it go.

“ Well, I went out after that, and
then went to bed; ami the last thing
I said before leaving the kitchen,
this very room where we now sit,
was—

“ ‘ We’ll have the old brown jug
filled to-morrow.'

“ And then 1 went off to bed.
And 1 have remembered ever since
that I went to bed that night, as I
had done hundreds of times before,
with a buzzing in my head that a
healthy man ought not to have. 1
didn't think of it then, nor had I
ever thought of it before, but I've
thought of it a good many times
since, and have thought of it with
wonder and awe.

“ Well, I got up the next morning,
and did my work in the barn, then
came in and ate my breakfast, but
not with such an appetite as a farmer
ought to have, and 1 could not think
then that my appetite had begun to
fail. However, 1 ate breakfast, and
then went out again and hitched up
the old mare, for, to tell the plain
truth, 1 was feeling the need of a
glass of spirits, and 1 hadn't a drop
in the house. 1 was in a hurry to
get to the village. 1 hitched up and
came in for the jug. I went for it
in the old cupboard, and took it out,
and---------

“ Did you ever break through the
thin ice on a snapping cold day, and
find yourself in an instant o\ir your
head in freezing water ? Because
that is the way 1 felt at that niornr nt.
The jug was there, but the bottom
was gone. Mollie had takt n a sharp
chisel and a hammer, and, with a
*kill that might have done credit to
a master workman, she had dipped
the bottom dean out of the jug
without even cracking the edges ui
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the sides. I looked at the jug, and
then she burst out. She spoke—
oh I I had never heard anything like
it. No, nor have I heard anything
like it since. She said—

“ ‘ Charles, that's where the mort­
gage on this farm came from : It
was brought home within that jug—
two quarts at a tune I And there’s
where your white, clear skin, and
your clear eyes are going. And in
that jug, my husband, your appetite
is going also. Oh, let it be as it is,
dear heart I And remember your
promise I ’

“ And then she threw her arms
around my neck, and burst into
tears. She could speak no more.

“ And there was no need. My
eyes were opened as though by
magic. In a single minute the
whole scene passed before me.
Sitting on a bench outside the door,
1 saw all the mortgages on all the
farms in our neighborhood; and I
thought where the money had gone.
The very last mortgage father had
ever made was to pay a bill held up
against him by the man who had
filled this jug for years. Yes, 1 saw’
it as it passed before me, a flittering
pidure of rum ! rum I rum 1—debt I
debt! debt I and in the end death I
And 1 returned to my Mollie, and,
giving her a kiss, said—

•' * Mollie, my own, I’ll keep the
promise. I will, so help me
heaven I ’

•'And 1 have kept it. In less
than five years, as Mollie had said,
the mortgage was cleared off; my
appetite came back to me; and now
we've got a few hundreds at interest.
There hangs the old jug just as we
hung it on that day; and from that
time there hasn't been a drop of
spirits brought into the house for a
beverage which that bottomless jug
wouldn't hold.

" Dear old jug I We mean to
keep it and hand it down to our
children for the lesson it can give
them—a lessen of life—of a life,
happy, peaceful, prosperous and
blessed."

And as he ceased speaking, his
wife, with her arms drawn around
the neck of her youngest boy, mur­
mured a fervent "Amen."—Coffee
Palace Journal.

PREHISTORIC MAN AND
THE Bl J IL E RECORD.

A'j Io the weight io be placed upon the
fa:t lhat irnplcnu tits ate to lx: found, along 

with the fossil remains of extinct animals,
and. in one or two cases, with human re­
mains, in caverns on the banks of the river
Vt zirc; also in the gravels of the Somme
Valley and other parts of France, the fol­
lowing statement from Professor Dawson
will seem satisfactory ("The Story of the
Earth and Man," pp 292-6):—

" But what is the evidence of the deposits
formed at this period ’ Here we meet with
results most diverse and contradictory : but
1 think there can be little doubt that on this
kind of evidence the time required for the
post-glacial period has been greatly exagger­
ated. especially by those geologists who
refuse to receive such views as to subsidence
and elevation as those above stated The
calculations of long time based on the
gravels of the Somme, on the cone of the
Tiniirc, on the peat bogs of France and
Denmark, on certain cavern deposits, have
all been shown to be more or less at
fault; and possibly none of these reach
further back than the six or 'even thousand
years which, according to Dr. Andrews,
nave elapsed since the close of the boulder­
clay deposits in America I am aware that
such a statement will be regarded with
surprise by many in England, where even
the popular literature has been penetrated
with the idea of a duration of the human
period immensely long in comparison with
what used to be the popular belief; but 1
feel convinced that tne scientific pendulum
must swing backward in this direction
nearer to its old position. Let us look nt a
few of the fads.

" Much use has Ixcn made of the ’ cone *
or delta of the Tiniirc. on the eastern side
of the lake of Geneva, as an illustration of
the duration of the modern period This
little stream has deposited at its mouth a
mass of delris carried down from the hills.
This being cut through by a railway, is
found to contain Roman remains to a depth
of four feet, bronze implements to a depth
of ten feet, stone implements at a depth of
nineteen feet. The deposit ceased al>out
jeo years ago. and calculating 1300 to 1500
tor tlie Roman period, we should have 7,000
to 10,000 years as the age of the cone But
before the formation of the present cone.
another had been formed twelve times as
large. Thus, for the two cones together, a
duration of more than 90,000 years is
claimed. It appears, however, that this
calculation had been made irrespective of
two essential elements in the question No
allowance has been made for the fad that
the inner layers of a cone arc necessarily
smaller than the outer; nor for the further
fart that the older cone belongs to a distinct
time (the pluvial age already referred to).
when the rainfall was much larger, and the
transporting power of the tonent great in
proportion Malang allouar.it for that con­
ditions. tht age if the ntutr tent—that hclding
human itnutns- falls htluttn 4,000 and o.OOO
jrarj.

"The peat lied of Abbeville, in the north
of France, has grown at the rate of one and
a half to two inches in a century. Being
twenty-six feet in thickness, the tune occu­
pied in Ils growth must have amounted to
20.000 years; and yet it is probably newer
than some of the gravels on the same river
containing flint implements But the com­
position ot the Abbeville |x-at shows that it
la a forest peat, and the erect stems pre
i-crvcd in it prove that in the first instance
it must have grown at the rate of about
three fe<t m a century, and after the de­
struction of the forest its rate of increase
down to the present timedlmlnishcd rapidly
almost to nothing its age is thus reduced

to perhaps less than 4,000 years. In 1865 I
had an opportunity to examine the cele­
brated gravels of St. Achcul, on the Somme,
by some supposed to go back to a very
ancient period. With the papers of Brest-
wich and other able observers in my hand,
I could conclude merely that the undis­
turbed gravels were older than the Roman
period, but how much older only detailed
topographical surveys could prove; and
taking into account the probabilities of a
different level of the land, a wooded condi­
tion of the country, a greater rainfall, and a
glacial filling of the Somme valley with clay
and stones subsequently cut out by running
water, the gravels could scarcely be older
than the Abbeville peat. To have fullishtd
such views tn England would have Ittn sirflyto
have delivered mystlf into tht hands of tht
Philistines. I. therefore, contented myself
with recording my opinion in Canada.
Tyler and Andrews have, however. 1 think,
subsequently shown that my impressions
were corrcrt.

’’ In like manner I fail to perceive—and I
think all American geologists acquainted
with the pre-historic monuments of the
western continent must agree with me—any’
evidence of great antiquity in the caves of
Belgium and England, the kitchen middens
of Denmark, the rock-shelters of France, or
the lake habitations of Switzerland. At the
same time I would disclaim all attempt to
resolve their dates into precise terms of
years. I may merely add. that the elaborate
and careful observations of Dr Andrews on
the raised beaches of Michigan—observa*
tions of a much more precise character than
any which, in so far as I know, have been
been made of such deposits in Europe—
enable him to calculate the time which has
elapsed since North America rose out of the
glacial period as between 5.500 and 7.500
years. This fixes nt least the possible
duration of the human period in North
America, though 1 believe there are other
lines of evidence which would reduce the
residence of man in America to a much
shorter period "

It is thus teen, upon the testimony of
Drs. Dawson, Tylor, and Andrews, that
these gravchand caves in which implements
which have been made by man arc found,
arc not so ancient as some geologists affirm,
and that the oldest of them is said to be not
more than 4.000 to 5,000 years old.

As showing that no reliance can lie placed
upon the division of the stone age into that
oi rude stone implements and more polished
ones, Dr. Dawson points out that a collec­
tion both of paleolithic and neolithic
implements could lie picked out of any of
the remains of American villages prior to
their contart with Europeans, and that
consequently the argument for the great
antiquity ol the rude stone implement age,
and that this steadily progressed into the
E°blS',e^ a*'C' mo:!' falacious and unre-

As to the fact of these implements and
human remains being found along with
bones of animals now extinct, this in itself
is no argument for the great antiquity of
man, but simply goes to prove that some
of the huge antmals of the pliocene age
continued in existence up to the man's
advent, and probably became extinct at the
time of the great changes caused by the
Noachlan deluge.

Dr Dawson concludes that there is no
adequate geological reason for dating human
history more than from n.oco to M years
back J

In reference to the cave dwellers of Dor­
dogne and the skeletons of Crurnagnon, and

allouar.it
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the time at which these people lived. Dr.
Dawson shows that there arc many reasons
for considering them as comparatively
modern, and yet they arc the oldest remains
that have been found. He shows—

(1) That these caverns were probably the
winter houses ot these people, and, when
inhabited, were walled up on the outer side
with logs, wattle, or boughs of trees.

(2) That the habits of life of these people
reem in most sinking rcspdts to have
resembled those of the American Indians.

(3) That the physical charaflcristics of
the people of the Dordogne caverns, as well
as that of the man of Mentone, were essen­
tially such as would indicate habits of life
similar to those of the American Indians;
and

(4) That this physical similarity to the
present existing American race, and to the
European race of Lithuania, goes far to
disprove any great antiquity, seeing that
they are not a distinct variety of man. but
arc, in every rasped, identical with the now­
existing races.

Much has been made of the remains
found in Kent's hole, a cavern in the bay of
Torquay In this eave were found an
unequal deposit of loam and clay, along
with bones, teeth of both extindt and still
living animals, and implements evidently
fashioned by man.

They were in the following order: —(1)
" In upper part of clay were artificially
shaped Hints. On the clay rested a layer of
stalagmite. Above the stalagmite a stone
axe of more finished appearance was met
with, with bone pins, metal plates and other
remains, both Celtic, British, and Roman.
of scry early date. Mr. Mclncry. the
gentleman who examined and described
them, ascertained that the flint instruments
were covered by a deposit of stalagmite, but
he considered them of more recent date
than the bones found beneath them, and hi*
opinion was that they had Ix-vn made by­
men who entered the cave and disturbed the
original deposit of 'and and clay Dr.
Alfred Buckland refu'ed his belief to the
statement that the flint implements were
found beneath the stalagmite, and always
contended that they were the work of men
who hat) broken up the sparry floor

Now, the whole argument for the great
age of the human remains in Kent's hole
rests on the supposed fafl that they wire
found beneath the stalagmite, and that this
stalagmite requires an immense time to
form During the last 200 years only a thin
•aycr has lien formed oxer names then
scratched on the rock, and it is argued that
at the rate at which this last layer has been
formed it would take 500.000 years to form
the larger layer which covers the flint
implements—hence the assertion of man's
immense age But observations in other
caverns show that under favorable circum­
stances beds of this thickness might be
formed in 1000 years. Dr. Dawson affirms
that the formation of stalagmite depends on
the amount of organic matter going to decay
and furnishing acidulated water, andon the
exposure of this water to the air. and that
the activity of this process must, in any
particular case. have varied much in the
lapse cf lime (" Fossil Men,” 244-5 )

Thus the immense antiquity said to be
required for the remains in Kent's eave is
di-sipatcd.

The same remarks will apply to the
Bnxham eave, which Mr II U Bristow
was ra-r.t to examine by a committer <4 the
R ...1 S ci ty l 'World Bef troth Delu ;c,’ j
p 4X4) As the force of the argument rets
ca the time required to form a certain!

thickness of stalagmite, the previous remarks
show how fallacious data of this kind is.

We may therefore conclude that there is
really no valid argument for the immense
antiquity of man to be deduced either from
the stone implements, or the bones of now
extinct animals being found in association
with those implements, or with fox.il re­
mains of man.

We come now to the statements as to the
immense period of time required to produce
the changes in the earth's surface since man
inhabited it.

At St. Archeul, near Amiens, is the broad
flat valley of the Somme, with the little
stream flowing between banks of alluvium
100ft. below. The impression of geologists
is that this little river once flowed at a level
one hundred feet higher than at present, and
that at periods of flood it straggled over the
whole surface of the valley, but gradually
cutting a bed for itself until reaching its
present level; and that to do this required
an immense amount of time; and that as
there is clear proof that man lived when the
river was at its higher level, man therefore
must be of immense age. The way in
which this immense period is arrived .it is
this. Sir Chas. Lyell calculates that the
rate at which depressions and elevations of
the earth's surface now take place is that of
30 inches for every century ("Fossil
Men.” 232-4).

Dr. Dawson (iHJ 234) shows that to apply
the modern rate to ancient changes is
"purely conjectural." and that there are
many reasons against it.

He shows tint elevations which have been
recorded during the period cf history have
not been steady, but rapid and paroxysmal;
and that the raised benches of Western
Europe and North America show that this
must have been so in former times. As a
sample of these extreme calculations of
some geologists, I may mention that Prof
Huxley, on page 34 of his " American Lec­
tures," speaks of a time when the fails of
Niagara were six miles further down the
river than they are at present That, taking
the present rate at which the falls are
working their way backwards as one foot
per year, it inquired a period of 30.000
years to be reckoned since that time

Now this reasoning is most fallacious,
seeing that it leaves out of account all
sudden changes, and also all allowances for
the humidity of the atmo.phcre and the
dampness ot the land Dr. Danton says
(“Earth and Man," 287) that as the land
arose in the post-phoccnc time the surface
was greatly and rapidly modified by rain-.
and streams, and that there is evidence in
Europe and America that the rate of erosion
(washing away) by these means was enor­
mous compared with anything we now
experience. He says that to an observer
living at that time it would have seemed a;
if the slow process of moulding the con­
tinents was being pushed forward with
unexampled rapidity. The valleys were
ploughed out and cleansed : the plains
levelled, and overspread with l*ds <d
alluvium, giving new features cd beauty ami
utility to the land And he adds “It will
readily be understood how puzzling these
deposits have liven to geologists, cqxxiAlly
to those who fail to present to thrir minds
the true conditions of the period" (d;i

I shells, and this with about seven feet of
marine sand The peat contained weapons
of stone and bronze, and a knife handle
referable to the rath century; and the
marine sand many objedls, tlie oldest of
which arc referred to the middle ages
This evidence of great subsidence, growth
of peat, and deposition of marine beds
within modern times, shows how cautious
vve should be in referring superficial deposits
to remote age i. or in supposing that changes
of level necessarily require vast periods"
(Fos.il Men," p. 240).

As showing the harmony of the faZls of
geology with the Bible, it may l»c stated
that Sir C. Lyell, in his "Antiquity of
Man." page 323 t! r. /. divides the physical
changes in Western Europe in the later
tertiary and modern periods thus - -

1-OsT-ri.lOCENE.
rst Continental period. Land elevated ;

climate mild.
□nd. Period of glaciation and submerg­

ence Land depressed loooft. or more;
climate cold, and much floating ice

3rd. Second continental period. Land
again elevated until much higher than at
present, and British Islands united to the
mainland ; climate continental, and surface
densely wooded.

DURING HUS PERIOD MAN APPEARS ON
EARTH.

4th Period of depression and oscillation,
ending in re-clcvaticn. and present geo­
graphical condition of Europe.

During this time men were subjetted to
great diminution of number-, by floods and
subsidences, and several species of animals
became extinct.

5th That then the modern or historic age
began, the land slowly subsiding.

Now, Dr. Dawson, in his work on "Fossil
Men," shows that this outline of Sir Chas.
Lyell exactly harmonivev with Scripture,
and with the testimony gathered from the
Fossil Meo of C/u-.Vjgiicrt.

Let me nsk ^ou to note—
1. That Scripture implies (.:) by its pre­

paration of a garden for man (A) Man's being
compelled to struggle with difficulty and
live by the sweat of his brow when cast out
of the garden, that the earth was in such a
rugged condition as Sir Chas. Lyell's 2nd
Continental period would indicate, when
man first appeared.

2. Scripture indicates that man's first
state was one of high physical and moral
development—higher than that of the post­
diluvial race, and that by the fall and con­
tinuance in sin. the race deteriorated

The skeletons in the eave of Cro-Magnon,
compared with those of later date, amply
confirm this and show that the old. ,t known
race had both the highest physical av well
as the highest mental development, while
tho c immediately following had a highly
developed physique but levs mental develop­
ment, and this exactly agrees with post­
diluvial man. (Fossil Men. 184 )

j '1 he Scriptures declare that the ante-
diluvianx were a long-lived people. Dr
Daw'.on shows (“1. il Men." ii') that
these skeleton* of Cro-Magnon mint have
been people who lived to a great age He
says "The massive proportions if the
body, the great development i f tho muscular
procevx ». the extreme wearing if the tivth.
atnongapeoplovvh > | iLd.mu.tr.t!. I v. ! . .
flesh and nut on grain, the obhtnation <4
th" •.uluu . . f :1 " -i:'l ■ .; v.i'.l, .-i.l ■. ,-
t. :.. . t ' (fl
I. ; lx... | .nt in ll.i. '. 1 ' I .
to in lie ate r ■ 1 '. ■
I ft in this ij . liras
Scripture is confirmed.
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4. When cast out of the Rarden and
compelled to till the ground, garments of
skins of beasts were used by them, nnd
doubtless the flesh of those beasts was used
for food as well as the produce of the
ground. The people of the Cro-Magnon
eave were clothed in skins, and along with
vegetable diet partook largely of tlesh.

5. The men of Cro-Magnon were co­
temporary with the mammoth, nnd a few-
other now extind animals. What more
natural than that Adam and the antedilu­
vians should be contemporary with these
animals, but which, during the changes
which look place on the earth at the deluge,
then became cxlind ? Everything apjsears
most reasonable in the conclusion that these
old fossils of Cro-Magnon were a part of the
antediluvian race, and were contemporary
with the mammoth.

If it is thought that the deluge would not
account for such great changes on the
earth's surface, it may aid conviction to
quote the following description of it by Mr.
H. W. Bristow, of the Royal Geographical
Society:—

"The Asiatic deluge, of which sacred
history has transmitted to us the few par­
ticulars we know, was the result of the up­
heaval of a part of the long chain of moun­
tains which are a prolongation of the Cau­
casus. The earth, opening by one of the
fissures made in its crust in the course of
cooling, an eruption of volcanic matter es­
caped through the enormous crater so pro­
duced Masses of watery vapour or steam
accompanied the lava discharged from the
interior of the globe, which, being first dissi­
pated in clouds nnd afterwards condensing,
descended in torrents of rain nnd the plains
were drowned with the volcanic mud. The
inundation of the plains over an extensive
radius was the instantaneous effect of this
upheaval, and the formation of the volcanic
cone of Mt Ararat, with the vast plateau on
which it rcils, altogtlhtr 17.333 ft, abort the
ua, tht ftrmantet itsult. Compare Genesis
7 II24

Mr Bristow affirms that all the particu­
lars of this narrative nrc only to be explained
by the volcanic and muddy eruption which
preceded the formation of Sit. Ararat.

if this deluge occurred as described, we
can then readily understand the changes
which must have been caused in the earth's
surface.

That the deluge did occur seems to be
established by universal tradition among ail
peoples. Berosus, the Chaldean historian.
who wrote nt Babylon In the time of
Alexander, speaks of a universal deluge, the
date of which he places Immediately before
the reign of Belus, the father of Nlnus.
(" World Before Deluge," 424 )

’I he I'rJjr, supposed to have been com­
puted about the same time as Genesis (year
ut world, 3300), make out that the deluge
occurred 4500 years before their epoch.
The Gutlrrs speak of the same event as
having occurred about the came date
1/ ■')

Confucius, the Chinese philosopher and
law-giver, who was Ixirn about 551 before
Christ, begins his history of China by
speaking of the Emperor named lai. whom
he represents as making the waters flow
back, which. tang rat ltd to tht heat tin.
washed the feet of the highest mountains,
covered the less elevated hills, and inun­
dated the plains. (Hid)

Jlius there is ample confirmation of the
la.1 of the deluge, and, ns showing the
changes which the deluge doubtless could
ami did produce, an instance* of a modern
deluge may be quoted hum page 425 of

Bristow's ••World Before the Deluge." He
says: "At six days' journey from the city of
Mexico there existed, in 1759. a fertile and
well cultivated district, where grew abun­
dance of rice, maize, and bananas.

" In the month of June, frightful earth­
quakes shook the ground, and were continued
unceasingly for two whole months. On the
night of the 28th September the earth was
violently convulsed, and a region of many­
leagues in extent was tlotrly raistd until it
attained a height of about 500ft. over a
surface of many square leagues.

The earth undulated like the wa.es of the
sea in a tempest, thousands of small hills
alternately rose and fell. and. finally, an im­
mense gulf opened from which smoke, fire,
red hot stones and ashes were violently dis­
charged, and darted to prodigious heights
Six mountains rtntrgtd from thn gafittg gulf:
among n kith tht relearnt mountain lornllo rises
2.130 ft. abort thr ancient flain.

At the moment when the earthquake com­
menced. the two rivers Cuiliinba and San
i'tdro flowed backwards, inundating all the
plain now occupied by lornllo; but in the
regions which continually arose, a gulf
opened and swallowed the rivers. They re­
appeared to the west, but at a point very
distant from their ancient bed."

If this Ictal deluge and "opening of the
fountains of the great deep " produced such
change, it is not difficult to understand the
Noachian deluge producing the changes
which Sir C Lyell speaks of as having oc­
curred nt the dose of the 2nd Continental
period and the beginning of the modern.

It will thus be seen that from the testi­
mony given and the facts cited, the changes
which have occurred in the earth's surface
since the poit-Pliocene time do not require
the great length of time which some geolo­
gists affirm, and consequently do not prove
an immense antiquity for man, but serve to
confirm the Biblical record

There remains now to be noticed the
statement that In Britain and elsewhere arc
found remains of animals which could only
have existed in a tropical climate, these
remains being found in association with
human remains, both implements and parts
of skeletons, and proving that England at
one time must have had a tropical climate,
and that ns the change from a tropical toils
present climate would require an immense
duration of time, man's great antiquity is
again thus proved.

That animals which are usually- found
only in tropical climes, such os the elephant.
rhinoceros and hippopotamus, have existed
in Britain since man dwelt there seems
clearly established, but that England ever
had a tropical climate is not at all proved.
Prof. Alleyne Nicholson, in his "Life
History of the Earth," n 362. says that a
great revolution has taken place on this
point; that it was originally believed that
the presence of such animals as elephants,
lions, the rhinoceros and the hippopotamus
afforded an intfragalle free/ that the climate
ol Europe must have ken a warm one. at
any rate during post-glacial times. That
the existence, also, of numbers of mammoths
in Siberia, was further supposed to Indicate
that this high temperature extended Itself
very far north. "Lf. n the t.hJt. h.-uatr"
says Dr Nicholson, "tht tztdtnte 11 against
thu tr<u . Not only is there great difficulty
in supposing that the Arctic conditions of
the glacial period were immediately followed
by anything warmer than a cold t< mperatc
climate, but there is nothing in the nature
of the mammal.-, themselves which would
ah <lately forbid their living in a temperate
climate."

Prof. Boyd Dawkins has shown that Hons
and hy.mas do not necessarily indicate a
warm climate. That wherever there was a
sufficiency of herbivorous animals to supply
them with food, there they can live, and
that their existence has therefore no bearing
on the question of climate. After a review
of the whole evidence. Prof. Dawkins con­
cludes that the nearest approach at the
present day to the Post-Pliocene climate of
Western Europe is to be found in the climate
of the great Siberian plains which stretch
from the Altai Mountains to the Frozen Sea.
Covered by impenetrable forests, for the
most part of birch, poplar, larch, and pines,
and low creeping dwarf cedars, they present
every gradation in climate from the tem­
perate to that in which the cold is too severe
to admit of the growth of trees, which de­
crease in size as the traveller advances
northwards, and are replaced by the grey
mosses and lichens that cover the low
marshy- timdras. Throughout this area
roam elks, black bears, foxes, sables and
wolves , nnd in the northern part countless
herds of reindeer, elks, foxes, and wolverines
make up for the poverty of vegetation by
the rich abundance of animal life." Ibid 363.

On the same subjeft Dr. Dawson says
(Fossil Men, 236-7), " 1 may add that it is1
most unsafe to reason as to the climate re­
quired by extintft mammalia, especially in
contravention of the evidence of contem­
poraneous existence afforded by the occur­
rence of their remains. Even the hippo­
potamus of the English eaves and gravels
may have been protected by a coating of
fat like the walrus, or of hair like that of the
seals,” and he shows that Europe in the
Post-Glacial time, if partly clothed with
forests would have had a climate just suited
to the requirements of these so-called tropi­
cal animals.

As showing how unsafe inferences ns to
man's antiquity arc, when drawn from
human remains being found in association
with so-called tropical animals. Mr. Fieldcn
in a short paper in the proceedings of the
Royal Dublin Society, dlretfs attention to
the comparatively temperate climate of
Grimnel Land, in north latitude 8i° 40' to
83" 6* with the Glaciation of Greenland In
the same parallel of latitude nnd on Utt
offotitt shore of a channel only 20 miles across.
(i-ossil Men, 342 )

We thus sec that the statement as to a
tropical climate in Britain nnd Western
Europe rests on insufficient data, nnd thus
the inference deduced thence as to man's
antiquity falls to the ground.
We have thus gone over the ground that
seems necessary, in order to show that none
of the discoveries of science have as yet
been able to show a higher antiquity to man
than that given in the Mosaic record.

We have seen that the great age given to
the stone implements rests ujKin insufficient
evidence; that man's living with the mam­
moth and other extind animals, docs not
prove the great antiquity of man. but simply
that these animals continued longer than
had ken previously thought.

'1 hat the changes which have taken place
since the advent of man on the earth do not
require such Immense periods, but may
have ken caused at the time of the
Noachian deluge.

Thai the Fossil men found in the caves
clearly confirm the Mosaic record as to his
physical and mental condition, his habits of
life, and the condition of the globe at the
time of Ids advent, and that but for the
needs of the theory of Evolution, and thu
application of a wrung principle of uniform*
itariaiilsm as to the manner and tale of 
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change ai the earth’s surface, no such im­
pressions as to man’s immense antiquity
could have been entertained

We thus sec that the veracity of the
Mosaic record remains virtually unim-
pcachcd. Nay, more, there need be no hesi­
tation in saying that the clear teaching of
geology, and especially the discoveries as to
the cbarafter and habits of the earliest
fossil men, most strongly confirm and estab­
lish the Mosaic record, while they tend to
disprove the theory of immense antiquity
required by evolution, and arc most eloquent
in refutation of that theory as applied to
man.

Let us then hold fast by the Bible. Let us
leave to scientific men the establishment of
faits as to earth history, and when those
fads are really established there is no reason
to doubt they will be seen only further to
establish the Biblical record and to confirm
our faith in the certainty of the testimony
given in the best of all books.

(Christian (flnbfiKf,
&c.» &c.

By Chas. Watt.

The Origin of Man. — The
Twentieth Century, New York, has
an article under the above caption
that calls for notice. We have read
somewhat on this question, but for
what our colonial youth calls "front,"
and for sheer unmitigated thinness,
this Yankee bears off the plum.
There is no duplicity in him. There
is no stealing a march upon you and
gradually drawing you on. He lays
bare the path he intends to follow
almost in his opening sentence:—
" From a tiny clot of mucus has de­
veloped every form of life, from the
organless, naked cell floating in the
primeval, laurentian ocean, to the
mind of the philosopher who can
weigh and measure the distant stars."
And this is given in apparent bliss­
ful unconsciousness that this “ clot
of mucus" argument, this “speck
of jelly " theory has had the bottom
knocked out of it again and again.
And with pitiable rung froid he files
his arguments not seeing their trans­
parent self-destructiveness.

The initial difficulty of how the
original cell which he says is com­
posed of carbon, hydrogen, oxygen,
and nitrogen, and which is termed
protein, was endowed with life, is
altogether beneath his notice, so he
wisely leaves it alone.

RUDIMENTARY ORGANS
he tells us, arc the clearest proof of
a common origin. “ Pythons, boas,
and whales have purposeless bones,
the rudimentary remains of useless
legs." The poor simple ton, like
most other Evolutionists, fails to see 

how destructive this is to his pet
theory of “ development." Darwin
tells us the reason why organs be­
came rudimentary. “ Natural se­
lection will tend in the long run to
reduce any part of the organisation
as soon as it becomes, through
changed habits, superfluous." Origin
of Sfecies, p. 118.

Now, mark, the python and boa
once possessed legs, but as they
found them rather in the way they
abandoned their use, and took to
crawling on the belly ! But now
comes the

CRUSHING DIFFICULTY.
If the serpent has descended from

the "clot of mucus" it developed
legs because they were useful.
And to meet the evolutionary hypo­
thesis we must suppose that after
it got them it abandoned them be­
cause they were useless. Then
why the original development ?

“ The whale," says our writer,
“ possesses rudimentary legs." That
is, natural selection spent a hundred
million years in evolving a fish into
a bull, horse, elk, or other “ hoofed
animal," and then spent another
hundred million in degrading it back
into the shape of a fish leaving only
the rudimentary kg bones and in-
cissors found in the embryo to prove
its remarkable history I Is this
development ? or is it

VERY LIKE A WHALE.
By-and-byc we may expect to

hear that all the crocodiles of north­
ern Queensland who have been
waging a cruel war on their human
brothers have laid down—not their
arms but—their legsand capitulated.

Apes and Men.—Says our writer:
“ It is not asserted that any existing
ape is the dircc't ancestor of man."
Of course not, that wouldn't be
“scientific." It is “scientific" to
say that a non-existing ape is the
diredt ancestor. “ Man-like apes
have developed into ape-like men.
and in the deadly struggle for exist­
ence many types have been exter­
minated." This is cool—as an icicle.
Surely the readers of the Twentieth
Century must be deemed by this
writer but a very short remove from
ape-like men. If apes once developed
a type from which man has sprung,
it was because that type was the
“ fittest to survive." (Evolutionists
will swear by this principle as an
Irishman by his blackthorn), and
how comes it that in the “deadly
struggle for existence" that type
has been wiped out ? If "each suc­

cessive slight modification " be “ for
the improvement of the creature,"
how is it that the more perfedl type
did not wipe out the less perfect ?
And is this an evidence of develop­
ment ?

THE MISSING LINK.

“ Considering the extraordinary
resemblance between the present
lowest, woolly haired man and the
gorilla, it requires but a slight
stretch of the imagination to depict
the connecting link — primeval,
speechless man — with his long
slanting teeth, woolly hair extending
over his dark skinned body, long
arms, knock-kneed legs, undeveloped
calves, and half-erect walk." This
picture is possibly a true one, for we
have

THE UNDEVELOPED CALF
amongst us still. But “ primeval
speechless man," this is the missing
link, which our writer by a “ slight
stretch of imagination" calls the
connecting link." Where has this
"link" got to? “Oh, its gone, sir."
"Where has it gone to ?" "Well
you see, sir, they have all developed
into men." " Some of them only.
But what I want to get at is this :
If the apes of a hundred million
years ago were able to develops
* speechless men,’ how comes it that
the apes are greater fools to-day
than then ?" “ Well, I admit there
is a hole in the system just here,
but science cannot be turned aside
by any trifling difficulty of this
nature."

The writer makes another wild
and random statement on

DRAIN CAPACITY.
“ Is there not a wider gap between

the cultivated philosopher and the
naked, fireless cannibal, than be­
tween this same savage and the
gorilla?" No there is not. Dr.
Davies, in his Thesaurus Craniennn,
tells us that the average size of the
largest European skulls is 111.99
cubic inches ; that of the Australian
aboriginal is 99.35 cubic inches, or
a difference of 12.64 inches. While
the average size of the gorilla is
30.51 cubic inches. This taken from
the Australian shows—

Australian ... 99.35
Gorilla ... ... 30.51

Or a difference of 6S.84 inches
One needs no “stretch of the imagi­
nation " to see that there is lx tw een
the gorilla and the man a "great
gulph fixed." Man has never Ihcd
lower in the scale than he is to-day.
Judged from the oldest known : l.dh 
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he bursts upon this scene with pre­
cisely the same capacity for un­
limited development ana improve­
ment that he now possesses.

The closing sentence fills one with
sadness. “Our common origin with
the lower animals is certain ; why
should our destiny be different ?"
How degrading as compared with
the “ origin and destiny" of man
according to the Christian faith ?
In the blessed volume we read that
we have been “made in the image
and likeness of God," and that
by living a

PURE AND HOLY Lilli
for Christ's sake, we have the hope
of a glorious rcsurredlion. And
reason is with us in this matter. If
it be true that we have sprung from I
a “ spec of jelly " and are to go on
improving, we prefer to cling to an
incentive that will encourage our
higher development. Lest, taking
warning from the serpent and whale,
our nobler powers may Income
“ rudimentary " for want of use.

Stealing a God.—After all the
priestly concodion “say ye His dis­
ciples came by night and stole Him
away while we slept," was, in the
light of modern developments, quite
a likely story. Read this—

“The sudden disappearance about
a fortnight since of the Chinese Joss,
from the temple nt Golden Point,
Ballarat East, naturally raised much
alarm among the Chinese of the dis­
trict, and as the weeks have gone by
without any clue being obtained, the
lamenting Mongolians have held
several humiliation gatherings. More
than one devotC-, it is reported, has
packed up and removed to fresh
fields, fearing some terrible calamity.
Should the idol be not traced and
recovered shortly, an influential
* embassy,’ armed with credentials
will, it is announced, proceed to
Canton to arrange for the purchase
and shipment of a new Joss."

Poor Joss I He’s gone that's a
certainty. The question is only
“ How t" Not that we wish to try
and solve this problem, we prefer
to leave it in the fond hope that,
by-and-bye, “something will turn
up." The Chinamen have gone in
for a day of “humiliation," but alas!
Joss hears not, 01 al lea t he heedi
not. So some of them have pulled
up stakes ami gone to fresh fields.
Joss may not be able to look after
himself, but they arc so .-atiaficd he
can look after them that fearing
tonic terrible calamity they have 

taken themselves where his shadow­
will fall on them. But these are the
weak-kneed sort. The braver spirits
among them have struck a “ more
excellent way " out of the difficulty.
It is quite refreshing to read how
their simple faith rises above their
surroundings. They will do their
best to trace and recover" him,
but should they fail—should Joss,
like Jeff of storied fame, have really
“ gone where the good niggers go,"
they will send an “ influential em­
bassy " to the place where they
make them, and “ arrange for the
purchase and shipment of another.”
This is fine, and it demonstrates
what really can be done by resolute
men.

" Said Johnny All Kat,
Of East Ballarat.

As he mourned the missing god Joss.
To his neighbor Sing Kan,
As he played at fan tan,

" Have 'ce heard ec our tclliblc loss ?
•' Our Jois he been taken.
•' Last night he was shaken.

"And carried, no priest sabce where "
" Welly good," says Sing Kan,
Who plays at fan tan,

A sly-looking almond-eyed brother.
" We'll bi at 'ce tom torn,
•• Send olf to Canton.

•• An' get 'em to make 'ce another."

Christian (?) Union.—The City
of Paris, on a recent trip from
Liverpool to New- York, had a rare
theological cargo. Her passenger
list included such stars as Mrs.
Annie Bcsant, Rev. Dr. Lyman
Abbot, Rev. Dr. Pentecost, Dr.
Barnardo, Mr. Carnegie, Dr. Kate
Bushnell, and Mrs. Andrew. And
as was to be expected with such
opposite elements coming into close
contact, the other passengers had a
little fun. When Dr. Pentecost
preached in a “ brown tourist suit
and a red necktie," everything seems
to have gone well. It is only the
bull that is afraid of red. But when
Mrs. Bcsant in “ a pink blouse and
black skirt " gave a lecture on Theo­
sophy, ami Dr. Lyman Abbot moved
a vote of thanks saying there was
very little in the lecture with which
he did not agree, Dr. Barnardo in
anguish of soul, made a desperate
attack upon the kcturcss. Dr. Pen­
tecost, who occupied the chair, tried
to calm his spirit, but Dr. Barnardo
being deaf heard only his own shrill
voice. However, Mrs. Besant re­
plied in her "sweetest tom.:.,” and
it “ all came right.” Dr. Pentecost
boldly declared that “ by changing
the tciminology he could re deliver
Mrs. Be. ant’s lecture in nine-tenths
of the churchc. and it would be
accepted as orthodox." '1 his is the 

severest indictment of what is known
as “ orthodoxy " that we remember
ever having seen. We have, our­
selves, said and written some pretty
tough things about it, but the worst
can only faintly express the utter
contempt in which we hold it. Here
is a woman who has been in turn a
Christian, an Atheist, and a Social­
ist, each of which she has—so she
says—renounced. She is now an
ardent enthusiast on Theosophy,
and delivers a ledlure setting forth
its superlative advantages, which
two of the “ orthodox " gentry
heartily endorse. We fancy hetero­
dox—and by that we mean “ scrip­
tural," teaching would get very little
mercy from these gentlemen, even if
set forth “in a brown tourist's suit
and red necktie."

The History of a Soul.—One
of our Emnore sisters who, in her
desire for knowledge, has sounded
the depths of Skepticism, Spiritism,
and Theosophy, but has now re­
turned with full purpose of heart to
the Lord, tells her story in a poem
under the above caption. It is too
long for your columns, but I give
the part dealing with the Theosophy
experience—

In the Esoteric teaching,
Which I'd never heard in preaching,

I thought 1 saw a great and wondrous
charm;

It soothed my rutiled feelings,
And made all doubtful dealing!

Seem quite bereft of sinfulness or harm

It was quite a revelation
To know my expiation •

For sins committed In another life
Was in this world accorded.
And 1 must be rewarded

By peace and joy. or misery and strife.

That I, since the Creadon,
Had ‘.till borne some relation

To mineral, to plant, to beast, or bird ;
And. with energy untiring,
My soul would keep aspiring

To soar aloft, as future state recurred-

1 ill. in the course of ages.
By long and tedious stages,

I should at last be perfect pure and clean.
By my own efforts solely
I'd be considered holy.

And fit to stand before the heavenly King.

I'd be a true rcflidion
Of heaven's own perfection—

A re production of the perfect one.
lust saved by self-salvation,
I ru’d from all obligation,

And needing no redemption by God’s Son

But In time I soon grew weary
Of a road to long and dreary,

l or the bo|«' of re,t and peace was far
ahead.

Then Thcowphy forsaking,
I sought comlort in partaking

In xaiicci, for communing with the dead



Decemuer, 1893. THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD.

After telling us how little comfort
there is in this “ communing," and
sketching the rugged path along
which she travelled for final rest,
one of the closing stanzas reads—

Now hopes and joys once cherished,
Like morning mists have perished

Before the glorious light of Christ our Sun;
His death. His love, His glory,
Shall be my life-long story.

Until my race upon this earth is run.

(CoriTsponDcntt.
-------- o--------

SOUTH AFRICA.
To the Editors of the A. C. Standard.

Dear Brethren,—Bro. H. E.
Tickle, formerly of Liverpool, is
now at the Cape on account of his
health and is likely to locate some­
where in that colony. In a private
letter recently to hand he expresses
a hope that the Australasian bro­
therhood will manifest an interest in
South Africa and in the few scattered
brethren we have in that wide land.
A few extracts may not be uninter­
esting.

“It is a matter of surprise to me,"
says Bro. Tickle, “ that while so
many of our brethren have emigrated
to Australia, Tasmania, and N.Z.,
and have been made the means of j
planting and aiding so many church­
es, that, so far, this has been totally
lacking as to this colony. That
there is a good field here, both as
regards Europeans and natives, I
have little doubt, though the High
Church party, Wesleyans, ami
Lutherans are strongly entrenched.
1 think that what has been done in
Australasia ought to be largely pos­
sible here, and I trust that ere long
the home churches, perhaps with
the co-operation of the Australian
brethren, will be able to give South
Africa the attention it deserves. I
think this would be a very suitable
field for co-operation on lines to
which, I believe, most, if not all the
Australian churches are still true,
and intend so to remain."

“ The necessity for avoiding much
speaking, and my as yet unsettled
position as to business, have pre­
vented me doing all that I would
like, but still I have been able to
bring cur plea before a considerable
number of people in various parts of
the country, and possibly ground is
being prepared and seed sown which
will make for ingathering in the
future. I have a weekly Bible class
at which a few interested folks arc
attending."

“ In common with many others I
have felt a deeply sympathetic
interest in the severe ordeal that the
Australian colonies have been pass­
ing through, and I have the hope
that in the long run this season ol
trial may prove to be one of blessing,
making for righteousness and social
well-being. There is a rumour
current here—I know’ not how far it
is correct—that your present depres­
sion is likely to result in considerable
numbers coming to this colony. If
that be the case, and you hear of
any of our brethren among the

I number, I should be glad if you
would keep me advised as to names
and destination, so that I may com­
municate with them."

I am sure, Messrs. Editors, that
you and your readers will unite with
me in expressing heartiest sympathy
with Bro. Tickle in his efforts for

| the furtherance of the gospel in
South Africa. Moreover, as Cape
Colony is in the southern hemisphere
and nearer to Australia than to Eng­
land or America, it would seem to
be specially the duty of the brother­
hood beneath the southern cross to
foster the cause there. Perhaps
our F.M. Committees will take note.
Meanwhile, will any of your readers
who know of brethren living in South
Africa kindly send me at once the
names and addresses of such, with
any information concerning them
that may be desirable, so that I
may forward the same without delay
to Bro. Tickle.

Fraternally yours,
A. M. Ludurook.

DECOY DUCKS.

To the Editors of the A. C. Standard.
Dear Brethren,—My musing last month

stopped rather suddenly, but 1 promised
(d.v ) a few words on the parlor ball Bro
Ludbrook has. however, by his excellent
article, taken so much wind out of my sails
that he has left little for me. Still, softly,
"Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the
streets of Ashkelon; lest the daughters of
the Philistines rejoice, lest the daughters of
the uncircumcised triumph " I have good
authority for stating that at least one office­
bearer in a Church of Christ iu Australia
holds parlor balls in his house He docs
not actually tako part in the dancing, docs
not engage In a stalls, quadrille, etc , nor
has he been known to hug another man's
wife round oxer the floor, but he encourages
Ins family to learn how "to trip the light
fantastic toe" in the ball room I fear that
this good brother is siting M one of his

dark majesty's decoy ducks. Admit that he
does himself no injury, yet "none of us
liveth to himself, and noncdielh to himself "
Admit that the amusement in his parlor is
innocent so long as he superintends, will
those young people of both sexes whom he
initiates into this fascinating art pause just
where they should ? If they dance well in
the parlor, will they not want to show their
skill in the ball-room ? If they shine in the
evening, will they not after a while desire to
shine in the small hours of the morning ?
From information received, not from Gashrnu
or any other Arabian, I find that the
brethren who patronise these parlor balls
arc in a good position in society, and will
therefore !>c looked up to, their example
will be copied, and some weak ones through
the example of Bro------- - will be drawn
into the snare, and for this influence Bro
-------- must l>c accountable. As I said

I last month to Bro. P., I do not charge them
with realizing the mischief they arc doing,
but of sinning ignorantly . and prayer may
therefore be offered for all such " Father,
forgive, for they know not what they do."
Do these plead liberty ’ My exhortation is
—•‘Take heed lest by any means this
liberty of yours become a stumbling block
to the weak.” These parlor balls arc cither
consistent with the Christian profession, or
they arc not. If they arc consistent, why
docs not this prominent brother take part
in them ? If they arc inconsistent, why
docs he allow- them in his home? It
reminds me of an incident in my own life.
I once lived In a country town, where the
principal excitement of the year was the
annual horse races. The church and chape!
attendants with a few exceptions, equally
with those who never darkened a church
door, went to the races as a matter of
course. On the morning of one of these
anniversaries I met in the town, which was
deserted by the inhabitants almost as if a
plague were feared, one of the townsmen
who hailed as a Baptist He inquired
whether 1 was not going over, to which 1
replied. No He then said: “Oh. 1 shall
not go on to the ground, but I intend going
to the hill, where 1 can see all that goes on
without my being on the course.’- Now the
said " hill " is an eminence that overlooks
the racecourse, where went hundreds who
dc.lred to see the races, yet save their
pockets by not paying the Ire charged fcr
entrance on to the ground Economy may­
be pleaded for such conduct, and they who
act thus may be like Mrs John Gilpin.

" Who. though cm pleasure she was bent.
She had a frugal miud. "

yd to me it seems that they who all thus
on race days, or who attend Lail, in the
week, and on the lord’s day profess at­
tachment to their Lord, must be akin to
John Bunyan s charaacr, Mr i at ; „ both-
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ways. It just comes to this. Elijah's
question must be answered : How long halt
ye between two opinions? if Jehovah be
God. follow him ; but if Baal, then follow
him. If balls and horse races are consistent
with the religion of Jesus, uphold them; but
if they are a portion of the “ unfruitful
works of darkness," then " have no fellow­
ship with them, but rather ever reprove
them." Certainly when 1 attend race
course, I will go through the entrance and
pay my fair share towards the expense.
Viewing the races, and not contributing is
scrubby; it is "running with the bare and
hunting with the hounds.”

Further, the responsibility of those who
hold office in the Church of Christ to see
that their conversation is such as becomcth
the gospel of Christ, increases in proportion
to the wider influence their position gives
them. They have engaged to help on the
work of the I-ord. But there is a solemn
warning In the prophecies of Jeremiah,
" Cursed be he that docth the work of the
Lord negligently." This referred to the
punishment of Moab for pride, but we may
take the warning and apply it to ourselves
in the Christian dispensation. We must
not be negligent but diligent in the work of
the Lord ; " fervent in spirit; serving the
Lord.” arc the apostle's diredions Now a
part of the work of the Lord. devolved upon
aged men and aged women, whether in office
or not. is to train the young men and young
women to be soberminded. ViJt Titus 2 :
1-8.

But, O, says one, it is so awkward to be
in a party and not take part in a dance.
Ah! brother or sister, why should you
attend these dancing parties ? It will be
far wiser, more consistent to choose your
bosom companions from amongst those who
will not place this temptation in your way.
Solomon says: “Walk with wise men, and
thou shall be wise ; but the companions of
fools shall smart for it.” nnd the Intimate
companions of a Christian should be they
who realize that " they were raised together
with Christ, nnd arc seeking the things that
are above " Who are always ready to join
in the prayer of the sons of Koralt " Shew
ua Thy mercy, O Lord, and grant us Thy
salvation," respond with them, " 1 will
hear what God the Lord will speak; for
he will speak peace unto his people, and to
his saints,” and take heed to the warning,
" but let them nut turn again to folly.”

Bro Lard has sumo straight talk on the
dancing mania. Allow inc to prevent a
cample to your leaders. He says, •• Let
dancers go out of the Church of God into
the world where they properly belong. ’1 he
church never parts with aught but trouble
when it parts from such members " .
•• Dancing is one of those specious and Insi­
dious evils which must Im? cured in its very
inception, or it la never cured. Tolerate it.

and by and by those who advocate it will
claim the right by prescription to engage
in it. Remonstrance is vain then ” . ...
” No greater curse can befall the Church of
Christ than to popularize it by tolerating
within it this and like dangerous practices.
By so doing 1 grant we may increase its
members of a certain kind, but its piety and
purity we should reduce to a low—very low-
grade” ... "Self-denial, labor and a
mortification of the flesh, are its glory and
a pledge of its success.” . . . " Apostacics
begin with things that • have no harm in
them' and end in ruin. At first they creep.
but in the end stride continents at a single
step. Finally, we say. watch ! beware!!”

Leaving this subjed, I desire to say that
I have mused over your two leading articles,
one in last month's and one in this, and I
thank you for such clear writing. The
Standard is regarded by the Colonial
brotherhood as upholding the principles so
ably maintained in England by David King.
May its influence be widely extended, and
its list of tubscribers for 1894 be the longest
that its editors have yet seen !

Sometimes it reveals unpleasant things
The habit exposed in the third column of
page 266 set me musing over the question,
" Arc there not among our American cousins
more things to avoid than to copy ?
Surely they will not thank Bro. Manifold
for lifting the veil, and exposing this habit
to our view.

Again, 1 have mused over your endorse­
ment of an extrad from an American
exchange on Woman Suffrage, and on this
question, you and I are not of one mind.
This writer states that " the reason why no
one tries to place woman's suflragc on a
scriptural basis is simply because all know
the Bible condemns It." This sentence
contains one or two big assumptions.
First, he arrogates an acquaintance with
every other person's knowledge. How came
he w ith such an extensive Informal ion ? 1
for one do not know that the Bible condemns
it, and I could produce others who are
equally ignorant. So much for assumption
number one. Assumption number two is
that the Bible supports manhood suffrage.
He has not shewn this, but simply assumed
this. Where in the Bible is there any
reference to either men or women voting for
members of Parliament? Where does he
find mention of any Parliament for either
men or women not to vote? "Taxation
without representation is tyrannical." This
is a political axiom : and as both sexes have
to submit to taxation, and as
” The woman’s cause is man's ; they rise

nnd sink together,
Dwarfed or Godlike—bond er free "
If it is tyranny for one tex it must be
equally w for the other If it be said that
she is Indirectly represented by her hus­
band, how are live spinsters and widows 

who have no husbands represented ? Re­
ferring to this writer's rhapsody about "a
real, genuine, modest, refined lady bedrag­
gling her skirts in the slums of politics,'
etc., there is no necessity for either sex to
commit any ad unworthy of their Christian
calling, when recording their votes for the
candidate whom they consider the most
eligible for the position of legislator. The
Bible gives us a history of God's dealing
with our race, and shows how fallen man
may regain communion with his Maker,
and when any go to it for information on
subjeds which it docs not undertake to
teach, they often find themselves in a maze,
from which it is difficult for others to ex­
tricate them. Often the argurntntum aJ
abairJam is the best, the only mode of deal­
ing with such persons. You have used this
method well in this month's Standard,
when referring to Bro. Rundman's ab­
surdity that our world is an immense plane,
and in keeping with this, 1 presume that he
maintains not only that the solar but the
sidereal system is geocentric. When George
Stephenson was before the Parliamentary
Committee seeking permission to conslrud
a railway, after assuring the committee that
passengers would be able to travel at the
frightful speed of twenty miles an hour. He
was asked what would happen if a cow were
6n the track, he could only reply that it
would be a very bad thing for the koo. So
I say respecting the Bible, if it taught this
it would be a very bad thing for the Bible.
Others again harp on an Isolated text, for
instance the soul sleeper almost deafens us
with his screech, " The dead know not any
thing.” the Unitarian with ” My Father h
greater than I." and the----- , 1 had almost
written misogynist—but that will not do,
for those to whom I refer love, resped and
wish women well, but I confess 1 know not
a term by which to designate them, so 1
must resort to periphrasis and call them
" the opponents of women's rights," these
appear to be constantly meditating on such
a passage as, " I permit not a woman to
teach, nor to have dominion over a man,"
forgettul of the fad that they do permit
women to teach and that women are not
endeavouring to have dominion over men.
but to have a voice in selecting men who
arc to rule over them.

To return to our American. His perora­
tion is quite eloquent. After referring to
democracy, republicanism, monarchy, and
even despotism as passable governments, he
is able to contain himself no longer, but
bursts out with the passionate exclamation,
" From a petticoat government, O Lord. for
ever keep us free." 1 trust that after
writing thus he felt Utter. 1 presume he
would be a supporter of the Salic law If
to, 1 should like to know tui Iwtvl We
Britishers have been for more than half a
century under "pctticu.it government," and

pctticu.it
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will anyone who is opposed to it point to a
man who has been on the British throne
that has filled it better than the present
occupant, woman though she is. I defy
him to do so.

However. I must draw my musing to a
close. It is true that I have not shown
where in the Bible mention is made of
women voting for members of Parliament,
and I have given reason for that; yet I
could show where women have taken the
administration of affairs into their own
hands, where the result has been beneficial,
and where it is acknowledged that God
worked by means ol them. And as the leas
is included in the greater, my conclusion is,
that as they took the lead in government
when opportunity was before them, there
can be no doubt that if there had been
Parliaments in those days they would have
taken the lower lead of voting whenever an
election occurred.

But what is that? Hearken! It is a
mutter from the editors' lauetum: Hold I
enough! True, Bro. Editors, so it is.
Well, I will not trouble you again this year;
so good night I May God speed the right I
Amen I M.

Ballarat, November, 1893.

REPLY.
It is quite possible that the writer of the

extract on Woman's Suflragc referred to by
" M." gave his readers credit for a know­
ledge they did not possess, and therein
made a mistake, as it is always safer to
assume ignorance rather than knowledge
on the part of mankind generally. Bro
M.s professional experience will probably
lead him to endorse this view of the ease.

The assumptions of the writer in regard
to the bearing of Scripture on this «|iic-.tion
were probably founded on the fad that
Scripture assigns to man the prerogative of
ruling; and as the extension of the franchise
to woman means that she shall share in the
ruling power, he naturally concluded that
woman's suffrage was condemned by the
Bible.

It will be noticed that Bro. M docsnot
advocate that women shall take their scats
in Parliament, but simply contends that
they shall " have a voice in selecting men to
rule over them " Herein he is inconsistent,
and stultifies himself In representative
government the real rulers arc not the repre­
sentatives in Parliament, but the rf/.'L'ii who
send them there to do their business. As a
matter of fad, the object of those who plead
far woman's suflragc is distinctly that
woman may exercise a ruling power. It is
freely stated that if woman's suflragc could
be secured, the principles of prohibition and
religious instruction in State schools would
at once be assured. This means that the
men who rule at prevent, but have not yet
seen tit to pass these twomca.uir* Into law 

arc to be overruled by the additional vote
of women eledors. It is therefore clear
that those who would give woman a vote,
but would deprive her of legislative honors,
have not the courage to carry out their
convictions to their legitimate conclusion.

We would be the last to say a word
against our noble queen ; but it is right to
say that her ruling power haa only been of
a nominal kind, the real rulers being the
ministers of the Crown. That which has
endeared Queen Victoria to her people hai
not been masculine, but feminine qualities.
She is loved and reverenced mainly for the
purity of her life and those womanly
qualities which have distinguished her in
her intercourse with the people

It is true that the Bible gives instanced in
which women have occupied positions as
leaders, but thcae are the exceptions that
prove the rule.

In conclusion we might say that we regret
that Bro. M seems prepared to take the
position that if it were proved that the Bible
was against woman's suflragc it would be a
bad thing for the Bible. So far we have
never found any of the universal or funda­
mental laws of the Bible either capricious
or tyrannical. We have found, however,
that when men have set aside God's laws
the result has always been injurious to
the race We do not question woman's
intelligence, but we do question whether,
in seeking to elevate the race through
the domain of politics, she is not seeking
to do it in the wrong direction. Inde­
pendent of Scripture altogether, it ap­
pears to us that woman will preserve her
influence for good, not by an approach to
the masculine, but by accentuating that
which is purely feminine.

Editors.

tTIje (Querist.

By G. B. M.

[TAir cdumn ii cfen to all Irefhren trfcs ait
Utkingfer information in ttfcrrnet to hllieal
catteri. It’r trill always It glad to girt the
hit information ut tan, tut cannot undertake
to enter into a du:uiiio-i on the reflies given.
ll'e do not lay this down at an alldate rule,
Int as cr.e that ue uill not Jef ait ft cm unless,
in cur rf inion, the citcumslanees cf the eau
seem to call for a more eitrnJed Jicnutoa ]

Bro. R. Beattie writes to know
H’Aj/ bread should be used at the feast ?

Reply The bread used by our Ix>rd
when instituting the Supper was unques­
tionably unlea; er.ed It therefore cannot !».■
.-.i.e,,’ to uve unleavened bread It is of
course quite possible that the reason that
this kind of bread was u cd was the mere

I fait that n»o'.hir was a-ail «l/c at th- time.

and therefore that unleavened bread is law­
ful. In any case where the question is
likely to break the unity of the Cliurch and
mar the spirit of the feast, through the con­
scientious objection ol some to use leavened
bread, the law of love requires that those
who have no scruples upon the point should
agree to use that which cannot possibly Im?
wrong, viz . unleavened bread. As to the
second inquiry, that is. whether it should be
an uncut loaf, just as it comes from the
oven, or after it has been reduced by cutting
to what may be deemed a suitable size ami
shape, there is certainly no law upon the
matter, nor have we any example in which
the details are given so that we may deter­
mine with certainty. The passage bearing
most clearly (and it is only indirectly) is
1 Cor. to • 17. Eor we being many are one
bread and one body, for we are all partakers
of that one bread," Here the "one bread"
of the laird's table is s|K>kcn of as the sym­
bol of the oneness of the Church The im­
portant point therefore would be. appar­
ently, that whatever its size it should be a
t.hole, not a number of pieces of one or dif­
ferent loaves The obiedlon that If the
crust is removed by a knife it is a "mangled"
emblem has no foundation in any proper
sense of fitness, since it is a " pierced and
mangled " body that ‘has in the first and
chief place to be symbolized. Some of our
churcnes, to meet the scruples of certain of
its members on these points, obtain Jewish
rias so ver cakes, which contain no leaven.
are easily broken and will keep the whole
year through.

Bro. \V. \V. writes: "Will you
please inform me through the
columns of the Standard whether
there is any Scriptural authority for
a brother presiding at the meeting
for breaking of bread ? "

Reply : The New Testament contains no
details whatever concerning the manner of
conducting the meeting for the " breaking
of bread." The Scriptural authority war­
ranting a president or chairman at the
meeting for the breaking ol bread is found
in the general requirement to do all things
"decently and in order" (l Cor. 14 ao).
A general command to do a certain thing
always involves the right to use whatever
means arc necessary to the doing oi that
particular thing To conduit a meeting
sometimes composed of many hundreds ot
persons ”decently and in order" involves
by the common consent ol men in all ages.
the appointment of a president or chairman
And lienee we see that the specific authority
lor a president at the Lords table is in­
volved in the general injunction respecting
decency and good order Certainly a table

. where there was no one in particular pres-
| siding, and where every one presided for
• himself, each one taking the bread and wine

at the time and in the manner tint suited
himscll, would tend to promote the very-
reverse cf " decency and good order " The
authority ior the president is similar to the
authority prohibiting gambling, attending
theatre", and balls. Ac Nowhere in the
New Testament arc these things specially
named and condemned, but certain gin.ial
prohibitions arc i.ucn which certainly In­
volve these specific evils, an I l.rncc they
ato scripturally condemned

“ Inquirer." — Will express an
opinion about MunniHs “Cat" of
the Churches" next month. At
pre.< nt hovt 1 the I- k on hand.
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listers' JJngr.
-----------o-----------

” Bulk! each other up, even as also ye
do."—: Thes. 5. 11. (r.v.)

Communication! for thu " Page " ihoulJ I t
adJreutd Io Mri. Ludlrooh, Id EtanJale-tcad.
Maltetn, not later than th 12th of tach month.

CONFERENCE DIRECTORY.
President—Sister A. K. Thurgood.
Vice-presidents—Sisters Huntsman.Maston,

Hitman, and l.udbrook senr.
Secretaries—Sisters Ewers and Hill.
Treasurer—Sister Walker.
Financial Secretary—Sister L. Dewar

SUPERINTENDENTS OF COMMITTEES.
Victorian Mission—Mrs. Pittman, Airlie

Avenue, Armadale.
Visiting ano Dorcas—Do., do.
Foreign Mission—Mrs Maston, 13 Federa­

tion-street, Ascot Vale.
Tracts—Do., do.
Spare Literature —Miss Dewar, King-

street. West Melbourne.
Hospital Visiting—Mrs. Stutterd, The

Terrace. Malvern.
Sundav School -Mrs. Schofield, Byron-

street, Footscray.
Endeavor—Miss Hill, 23 Blenhcim-strect,

Balaclava. .
Prayer Meeting—Mrs Forbes. 172 Holden

street, North Fitzroy.
Temperance—Mrs. Huntsman, Stanhope­

street, Malvern.
All the above-mentioned will be glad to

hear from brethren or sisters on matters
relating to their various departments.

executive.
Our November gathering was cheered by

an unei|>e<tcd visit from Sisters Clapham
and Morley from Corowa Alter devotional
exercises, conducted by Sister Huntsman,
It was moved and carried that we send a
Christmas and New Year letter to our Sis­
ters Thurgood and Miss Thompson, and to
Bro. Jno Thompson; aho a letter of con­
dolence to our bereaved Sister McCoughlry,
and of loving sympathy to our aged Sister
I^awson in her severe afllklion.

Doncaster Sunday School has been
greatly blessed, nine having joined the
church from her ranks during the month.
Prahran also reports one

Verbal accounts ft dorcas and hospital
visitation were given. A letter from Bro.
Mcl-cllan was read His closing sentence
Is.

"THE V M. FUNDS
arc in arrears to the extent of £125, so that
bitccial efforts must be put forth to make
the furthcoming Annual Collection In
the city and suburban churches a success

1 know that we can rely upon the co­
operation of the sisters in this matter."

Melbourne and tuburbil Our country
brcilncn are looking on So is the laird
Jt jui I Do not let Him be disappointed.

HOUSEHOLD IIIHLK HEADINGS.
T he book of the patriarch lob. who dwell

in the laud of t'z As to the date of thia
Look it is ve ry uncertain, but commentators
lead us to the conclusion that it belongs to
an age prior to the Mosaic laws, or the
exodus cl the children of brad, there being
no n fi i« rec (neither in the Lock As to 1

the trials of Job much might be said. From
a man of wealth and aftlucncc he became a
man of poverty and affliction. His restora­
tion. which as a writer puts it, is the result
of God's personal manifestation, symbo­
lises the ultimate compensation of the
righteous for all suffering undergone on
earth.

Th Fir it Efiitlt of Peter
was written from Babylon about a.d. 65. to
the churches that Paul had planted in Asia
Minor. The Apostle Peter ever having a
care for the Jewish members of the church.
and wishing to warn them of their coming
trials and how to meet them. He lays
great stress on the unfailing inheritance.
redemption by the blood of Christ, and
salvation the end of faith so that they
might receive encouragement and comfort
under persecution.

* Second Efiitlt of Peter,
its main object being to warn the early
churches against false teachersand scoffers.
how necessary in these times also.

Efiitlei of John.
The theme of the first epistle is God is
light, and therefore none have fellowship
with Him but they who walk in light God
is righteous and God is love The condition
of sonship is doing righteousness as He is
righteous, and loving as He is love

The second and third epistles were also
probably written at the close of the apostle s
life at a later period even than the book of
Revelations.

Jude.
An exhortation to contend earnestly for the
faith oncedelivcred to the saints, concluding
with one of the finest doxologics that the
New Testament contains (verses 24 and 25)

Revelation!.
The visions which John saw on the isle of
Patmos. The book which contains so
many mysterious wonders, plagues, and
punishments, winding up with the inherit­
ance of the saints, and the new Jerusalem,
without sin and sorrow, where Christ shall
reign as King on His Father's throne,
judging the nations of the earth. Then we
shall have a new name and a wedding gar­
ments at the Lamb's great bridal feast of
bliss and love. F.H.

CORRESPONDENCE.
Pittsburgh.

Dear Executive Sisters,—May the bless­
ing of the Ix>rd that maketh rich, and
addeth no sorrow therewith " be yours I
hope 1 am not too late to send heartiest
congratulations to our dear faithful Sister
Ewers, with the loving prayer that her new­
found treasure may be a very sunbeam of
joy in her home How thankful we are
when trials end in triumphs, and how glad
to know that a heavenly father is over all.
and through all, and above all our difficul­
ties, making them delights in his loving
service

We have been much cheered with this
August mail It seems to us the spring
sunshine is brightening up affairs in our
dear Melbourne, and there h a hope for
better days in our colony. In •• Notes from
the Field " we see souls being saved, the
work going forward, and our faithful
laborers encouraged The Alliance lie.ud
sp-.iks of the good work done in Queensland
by Mrs. Lee. and the new departure of the
Alliance Conference — " Prohibition by the
will of the people "—seems to be a crown­
ing effort after the many wearying and
worrying years of trial We pray for great
sue it : ■ in the temperance work

The circuit plan proposed by our brethren
reminds us of the clays of Samuel, " when
he went from year to year in circuit to
Bethel, and Gilgal. and Mizpah, and judged
Israel in all these places, and his return was
to Ramah, for there was his home, and
there he judged Israel, and there he built
an altar unto the Lord.” This seems also
to have been the circuit of the prophet
Amos whom I mentioned in my last letter.
What heait guar lets (as well as head quarters}
you are getting to be! It seems so natural
for Bro. McLellan to come in and request
your aid on the committee, as a relief dis­
pensary. so well assured of your willingness.
1 am so thankful and grateful that it is so.
How much we miss Bro. Maston's publish­
ing depAt here! How delighted we were to
receive 2.000 copies of trafts. such excellent
rivetten of any house to house conversations
we hold, an individual misses it, not to
employ one of these preachercttcs I

Bro. Wharton's touching and earnest
appeal for medical help for India, should lie
a special subjc6 of prayer by the executive,
that God may answer it in His own wise
way. Our dear Sis. Wharton, with Bro.
and Sis. Adams, and Miss Josie Franklin,
of Bedford. Indiana, sail to-day, Sep. 6th,
for India May He who "tempers the wind
and the waves, hold them in the very hollow
of his hand." Sis. Mary Thompson's letter
has in it good cheer, how bravely she keeps
to her work, and the home feeling she has for
the missions now is very gratifying to hear.
How thankful we are they have had a more
pleasant season this year May our God
remember the work and brave workers in
India's needy field. The Chinese Mission
work has our heartiest sympathy and
interest.

We are glad to notice the S.S. Union has
such cheering prospers before it. We get
our grandest helpers In church work
from thorough drilling in the Sunday
School There they learn to love Jesus
and to tell others of that love through giving
out again what they have received in years
gone by. Blessed, thrice blessed work. I
am sure we are all glad to welcome our Slo.
F. Illingworth as representative from Mal­
vern 1 really seem to be with you all In
loving session this afternoon, anti I am so
sorry that 1 cannot ask Sis Ewers or Sis.
Hill to please start our closing hymn,
" Thou my everlasting portion," after, ask­
ing God's blessing upon all of our delibera­
tions; then, quickly to the door, with such
a warm hand-grasp and tender good-bye
word to each one In His own good time,

Your Loving Sister.
Antoinette K. Thurgood.

ENDEAVOR.

Collingwood—Wednesday. Nov. Sth,
was a special meeting; Bro. Wcttenhall
presiding it was a Foreign Missionary
night, and Inasmuch of the presents to lie
sent to Hurda were on view, between forty
and fifty mustered. In the course of a
short address Bro F l.udbrook said Col­
lingwood was famous in having sent out
our first missionary, also for its regular
missionary gatherings, its systematic mis­
sionary collections, and for its working
sisters He would gladly forward the
beautiful quilts, caps, and other articles of
clothing, toys. cards, etc , to Miss Thornp-
son, telling her they wire for her very own
disposal from dear friends at home Miss
'I humpion would feel greatly cheered by
this expression of sympathy and love, and
would lie! rich In such friendships No
doubt many in India, both young ami old,
would feel tin- warmth of the garments and

Drcr.Mfir.it
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■quilts, and would be warmed within towards
Miss T.. and would the better listen to her
gospel messages. 'Twas Mr. Spurgeon who
said lie never expefted " to convert a man
with cold feet." nor should we exped any
one to do much spiritually for those who
were hungry and shivering until this bodily
distress were relieved. Bro. Pittman ob­
served that the seven quilts had been made
by former Sunday scholars of Miss Thomp­
son, and he was sure that during the hours
of arranging and stitching those pieces of
silk and cloth, they must have been to the
workers a great missionary lesson. He re­
joiced to believe that the churches were
seeing more and more the necessity of
attending to body as well as soul—healing
the sick, feeding the hungry and clothing
the naked, as well as preaching the gospel.
Sister Rowles spoke of the time when Miss
Thompson was with them, and their great
loss in her departure, and expressed her
delight at the present gathering.

Loan's DAY SCHOOL.
Footscrav.—Our Annual Festival took

place on Oft. 9th, Bro. Joiner (Superinten­
dent) presiding. There was a large attend­
ance in spite of bad weather. The chapel
had been nicely decorated by the senior
class girls with their teacher, Sts. Schofield.
After the opening hymn, prayer, and a feu-
remarks by the chairman, the scholars set
to work in right good earnest, and for two
hours and a half, entertained the audience
in a very creditable manner. Then followed
the distribution of over too prizes, including
3 special ones, the gift of Sts. E. Crowe

The anniversary celebrations were con­
tinued the following Monday, when the
Service of Song. " Eva." was rendered by
the Lygon-st. Band of Hope. Bro. Payne
officiated at the lantern, the connective
readings being given by Bro. Joiner. ’I he
officers and teachers ot the school desire to
acknowledge through the Standard their
indebtedness to Bro Payne and to the abov
choir with their respefted leader.

SISTERS MEETING.
The sisters at Warmambool have a de­

lightful prayrr meeting and Bible class on
Wednesday afternoons Although Bro
Macallister presides, it is eminently a
sisters meeting. They give out hymns.
engage in prayer, and read the lesson for
day. after which Mr Macallister explains
and show lessons to be learnt The sisters
have the opportunity of asking questions
and making remarks on the portion under
consideration, which first now is the " Life
of Our Lord " Ten to fourteen sisters are
present weekly, some of them being most
regular in attendance. EE II.

QUEEBSLAMD DEPARTMENT.

By A. Curran. LJagldnJ-itnet, E. Bris’anr.

During the last week of Oftobcr the
Queensland Baptist Association and the
Congregational Union held their annua!
conferences in Brisbane, and the occasion
was made a time of formal fraternising by
the two bodies, both associations setting

One of the peculiarities noticeable very
frequently ‘in connection with any attempt
at formal union between sectarian bodies in
their religious work, and which contrasts
strangely with their professions of regret of
disunion, and which indicates insincerity in
their desire for union except on a denomina­
tional basis, is seen in the speech of W.
Higlett at the Baptist conference, who com­
plained, apparently with some bitterness, of |
others being in the field where they them­
selves were at work, and the rivalry evi­
dently left the Baptists in the second place
This, in view of the faft of the combined I
meetings in Brisbane of two of the strongest |
religious organisations  in Queensland,sounds j
somewhat paradoxical.

The net increase in the number of Bap­
tists for the year is 60, and the statistical
report, being somewhat unsatisfactory, has
let! to the suggestion of other means of
pushing on their work in country places by­
means of a travelling evangelist Other
suggestions are also made, which, if carried
out, may have the result of making the
Baptists in Queensland a much stronger

Of the Congregationalists. perhaps one of
the most notable items of interest was the
speech of Hopper Joplin, ot Maryborough
(Q). who is noted fur nis sympathy with the
labour or socialistic movement, in which he
advocated that the churches, in order to
obtain influence over the people, should
care for their bodies as well as their souls.
There was too little attention paid to their
wants in this world by the churches, and
consequently they did not trouble with re­
gard to the next If the people were to be
won back again to the church it would have
to be done largely by working along this
line.

1’ A. Dickson has arrived safely again in
Brisbane, and taken up his work, and C.
Watt has returned fo Sydney.

The church at Brisbane held its annual
pic nic up the Brisbane River, on the ylh
November, a fair number being present.

Ferdinand Pittman is to take up work at
Toowoomba on the 10th December, leaving
Melbourne on the 23rd November, and
spending a Sunday in Sydney and another
in Brisbane

KANAKAS—On Lord's day morning.
Oft. 15. our second baptism took place at
Doobbi. Although the baptism took place
shortly after nine o'clock, some two hundred
Kanakas and a number of white people were
present. After the singing of a few hymns
some of the Kanaka brethren engaged in
prayer, and I then took the confession of
those who wished to be baptised. Seven­
teen came forward, confessing their faith in
Christ before many witnesses. After the
baptism we met in the meeting house at
Doobbi fur the breaking of bread, when
those uho bad put on Christ received the
right hand of fellowship and were welcomed
into the Church of Christ I pray that
they may ever prove faithful, until the
Master calls them from the Church militant
to the Church triumphant

Childers, 11,11 93. John Thompson.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT.

very- frail, and it will be some time before
he is capable of any physical or mental
labor.

The S S. Union committee meeting wm
held at Grote-st. on the 13th Nov. ri dele­
gates were present. It was resolved that
the quarterly social meeting should be held
at Norwood on Dec. ttth, and Bro G. W.
Cosh complied with the request of the com­
mittee to read the essay on that occa-.vion.
It was al-.o decided that the annual picnic
should be held on Jan. tst. at the National
Park, Belair, and that an invitation should
be extended to all the teachers and officers
of the schools and their wives and families.
and to the senior scholars. Will those con­
cerned kindly keep these two appointments
in mind, and arrange to be present on both
occasions.

NORTH ADELAIDE —On Oft 29th
Mrs Ship was immersed into the name of
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, alter confes­
sion of her faith in Christ. On Nov. 9th
the S S. children were taken to Bro. Bloor's
fields nt Mitcham for the day, and about
180 of larger and smaller growth had a very
enjoyable outing. The meetings at Pros­
pect arc nicely conducted and well attended.
Our Sister Plant has passed away An
obituary will be found elsewhere. Bro. H.
D. Smith held a short funeral service at her
daughter's house. The treasurer of the
church is pleased to acknowledge the receipt
of 21/6 from isolated members at Port
Elliott.

STIRLING EAST —There is nothing of
much importance to report. The Aidgate
Valley brethren held their anniversary tea
last 1 hursday.

We are still continuing all the services,
Bro. A. T. Magarey doing the greater part
of the speaking. Bros L. Johnson, W.
Cosh, and Fisher arc giving us some assist­
ance

We hope some other city brethren will
givu us some help next quarter.

Nov. 14. Rich. Peters. Sec.
UN LEY.—Since last report we have had

two additions by immersion and one re­
stored. The meetings are keeping up well.
our Bro D'Nevi is giving us good praftie.il
sermons, so that we are editied and built
up in our faith, and we trust many may be
added to the saved Bro D'Nesi proposes
starting a Young Christian Mission to
extend the work in this neighborhood, and
may God's blessing rest upon the cflort

Nov. 14. Titus. G. Storer. Sec.
On Thursday, nth Nov., the Grutc-strect.

Gillies-street, and Glenelg Sunday schools
had a combined picnic in Mr. Evcrard's
paddock s at the Black Forest Upwards
of 500 were pre -cat, including a large num­
ber of friends of all the schools. Everything
passed oil very smoothly indeed, and
alt appeared to greatly enjoy the outing.
The weather previous to starting looked
very unfavorable, but changed to most
delightful weather all through tho day Mr.
E Gall had his photo apparatus, and suc­
ceeded in taking two grouj * lit eno of
thc.e there were about 350. Ix’fh old and
young, and tho other consisted mostly ui
members of the Bible c!a»« J at Grutc-
sirccl We have seen the | and aro
C! the OJ in’.41 that b th haw c. ■ Jt very
i........ I to” •

praftie.il
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shall triumph. We shall arrange for a visit
from one 01 cur evangelists shortly (n.v )

Nov. 14 W.G I’
BALAKLAVA.—Since last report one

has been added to ot>r number l»y letter
from Mallala. We still find our chapel too
small to accommodate the audience on
Sunday mornings, although «e have re­
moved the porch from the Inside of the
building ana provided several more scats.
The de.ire of the brethren seems to be to
keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of
peace. W.TSH.

YORK —We have no additions to report
since last statement. We arc thankful to
those brethren who arc occupying the plat­
form whilst our Bro Green is laid aside

Nov. 13 Wm. Brooker
HENLEY BEACH.—We arc grateful to

the brethren from sister churches for the
help they are giving us May God bless
them and help them to bring in thesheaves.
We had Bro Alvo with us to-night, mid
ue had the pleasure of seeing one come out
on the Lord’s side and we trust there arc
others altout to decide Wc have been
praying that God would bless this church.
ana believe he will if we do our part Wc
have started Thursday evening services, and
we pray that God will blc.v these meetings
to the saving of many souls and to our
building up in the mo>l holy faith.

A Lawrie
NORWOOD —Our anniversary services

in connection with the church were very
successful. Wc reported last month that
the I-ord's day meetings were well attended.
"1 be annual tea took place on Thursday,
Oil. 19th A large crowd assembled and
partook of the good things provided. The
chapel was beautifully decorated with
flowers and mottoes Bro Dr. J C. Vcrco
presided over the public meeting, which was
n crowded one Bro Wm Burford led in
prayer, and instructive addresses were given
by Brethren H D Smith, Gore and D'Nc J.
Bros J Vcrco, M Wood Green, and J. C.
Dickson were unable to l>c present Wc
were encouraged by seeing many brethren
and sisters from our shier churches. The
sxcrctary'n report for the year was a cheer­
ing one The additions lor the year were
r/g4/»-/_.', as follows;—5^ by faith and
obedience. 4 restored, 5 received (formerly
members), 19 by letter, 1 from the Baptists.
Our losses as follows: —2 by letter, 4 by
death, 2 lapsed and left, the net in­
crease being 74 for the year, leaving our
prevent membership at 266. During the
evening the choir rendered some beautiful
nnlhcms Wc are thankful to our heavenly
bather for all past mercies and blessings,
nnd lalxar on full of ho|w for the future

During the past month we have three
restored to fellowship, one received by
commendation, and one by faith and
obedience.

Nov. 14th. ‘93 A C Ranmni:
QUEENSTOWN Lord's day, 12 Nov ,

mi) be regarded as a red letter day in the
Imtory of this church: being the occasion
of it 1 first appointment of officers, in accord­
in,co with New Tclament example ami
pnxxpt Heretofore Its affairs have b «.n
administered by provisional cld.r.i and
d-.at in-, ami tlx e having “fir..t pr.-ved 

services some two years ago our present
satisfactory condition is mainly due. He
was regarded as the one who might most
appropriately be asked to consummate the
" setting in order” of the church, and will­
ingly complied with its rcriuest, coming
from his distant home in the north for
this special purpose.

Fasting consisted of total abstinence from
food from the previous evening’s meal until
1 o’clock on the day of ordination. None of
those dire results followed this unusual
compliance with the divine will, which are
so often prognosticated when this duty or
that of Immersion in the waters of baptism
are enjoined. On the contrary, the unusual
interest manifested bv a lull attendance of
memlxTs and friends, the heartiness of song.
the fervor and untiion of the numerous
prayers, and the real excellence of the lucid
address given by Bro Moffit. were ample
demonstration that a little more of fasting,
nnd a little less of feasting, would materially
raise the standard of nil Lord's day service.

The officers thus ordained as the unanim­
ous choice of the church were Elders,

!no. Vcrco. Arthur Wilson, C. E. I-awton ;
Jeacons, Bro Burls senr., James Dunning,

Richard Harris: Deaconesses, Sisters
Harris senr and Arthur senr Immediately
after the ordination service the church met
as usual to attend to " the apostles doctrine.
the fellowship, the breaking of bread and
the prayers.'

In the evening Bro Moffit preached to a
full audience from Isaiah 42 r, and in
response to his closing appeal one convert
came forward in full surrender to Jesus
Christ, and confessed his faith before
many witnesses.

During the past month death, which nips
the bud as well as garners the fully ripened
grain, has deprived our esteemed Bro and
Sis Harris of their little daughter Ella
“Of such is the kingdom of God"

BROKEN HILL—Wc arc still moving
along slowly, nnd I hope surely Though
few in number wc much enjoy our morning
meeting, and hope by the help of Him who
has died for us to be ever faithful to Hi*
just nnd lawful commands. We have no
additions of late to note, but arc sorry to
say through the dulncss of trade wc have
lost a few of our members who have been
obliged to move to other |>arts Wc still
live in hope that God's blessing may rest on
this place, and some may be saved

Nov to. F. Plant
NORTH ADELAIDE—This evening a

man came nobly out anil confessed his faith
in Christ Jesus, Mr. Hendry, whose wife
recently gave herself to the Saviour. May
the Lord help and abundantly blc-> them.
and give them much spiritual blessing
through their mutual f.iiili. and as being
heirs together of the grace of life

NEW ZEALAND DEPARTMENT.

Southern Division.
Bro J Inglis Wright, Cargilat. Dunedin,

CHRIS'! CHURCH During the la t few
months the church hire has. through the
help of the Church Missionary Aid Com­
mittee. had the service 1 of Bro Bull as
evangelist, mid has derived much benefit
and spintual blu ing therefrom, he being
an able !|».iktr, a good worker in the lord's
•lay «1. *>l. Band of Ho; • ar. 1 Mutual Im-
pru-.rincnt Cla.,s,andwe I-much g-.ol

will result from his visit here. His time
having expired with us (he being planned to
visit the West Coast churches), our Bro.
gave his farewell address to a good audience
on Sunday. Odober Sth, taking as a basis
for his remarks Aris 20: 28-38. At the
close of the service one of the scholars of
the Lord's day school came out and was
immersed “ the same hour of the night."

On the following Wednesday evening a
social was held for the purpose of bidding
farewell to our Bro. Bull, an account of
which our local paper gives as follows:—
” A 'social' was held at the Church of
Christ on Wednesday evening There was
a large attendance of members and friends.
Mr. R. S. M'Diarmid occupied the chair.
The chairman, in his opening remarks,
stated that the * social' had been arranged
for the purpose of bidding farewell to Mr.
Bull, who had been laboring successfully as
an evangelist for the church for some
month-., and who will shortly leave for the
West Coast Mr. T. Martin referred to the
work done here and elsewhere by Mr. Bull,
speaking very highly of his abilities as an
evangelist Mr. II. Hannam, on behalf of
the members of the Mutual Improvement
Class and of the teachers of the lord’s day
School, thanked Mr Bull for the able and
consistent Christian effort put forth by him
in those dircdions. During the evening
refreshments were served round, and the
following items were contributed :—Ducts
by Miss L Haber field and Miss A Mani­
fold. and by Mrs. Wood and Mr. T. Martin;
solos by Miss L Beattie and Mr H Lane;
recitations by Mis-. N Hawley and Mr.
Cameron ; musical selection by the Misses
Patterson; Addresses by Mr. Bull and Mr.
T Martin Several selections by the choir,
under the leadership of Mr. H Lane, were
given. Mis-. A Oakley presided at the
organ. Votes of thanks were passed to Mr.
II Cox and the ladies of the Social Com­
mittee The meeting, which wav a most
enjoyable one, was closed by the chairman
pronouncing the benediction During the
evening the church decided to secure the
services of Mr. T. Martin as evangelist.

The work of the Lord's day school is
going on well. No. on roll, ijj, with good
attendance, and funds fairly good. No. of
books in library. 160. Will shortly send
report of our Mutual Improvement Society
and Band of Hope

Yours Fraternally,
H. Hannam. Church Sec.

DUNEDIN — During last month three
converts and two members of a sister church
have been added to our number. Last
Saturday (Labor Day) the S S teachers of
the several schools, in company with anum-
bcr of brethren and sisters, held a picnic at
St. Leonard's —a pretty spot nestling on the
banks of Otago Harbor. The weather was
very fine, and a mo.t enjoyable day was
spent. One pleasant feature of the gather­
ing was the reading of a carefully prepared
and thoughtful paper by our Sis Miss Me
Ixod on “Sunday School Work." The
discussion which followed proved of interest­

Northern: Division.

I’ETON E -Since la.t report a change of
t>r. u h. rs has taken place to enable Bro R.
Uright to take a w<ll-carncd vacation, hav■
in;; besides his ordinary occupation pre at bed
evety Sunday evening lorthel.au 20months
*’ well .i, preaching at Hora Kiwi ' Sun­
day afternoons and visiting during the wet k,
the strain being felt Bro A. F Turner

lorthel.au


Decemiier, 1893. THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. 333

church Prior to Bro. Wright's return a
social was held on Oct. 11 in the Oddfellows*
Hall, a goodly number being present. Bro
Wright in the chair. Recitations and quar­
tettes were rendered by the local brctliren
during the evening. The choir from the
from Dixon-st. Church (Wellington) reliev­
ing. Two by faith and baptism been added to
the sister church (Wellington), under the
leadership of Bro. Durrant, sang several
anthems from "Children's Hosannas" in a
pleasing manner.

An address by Bro. Turner, showing our
position in the cause of primitive Chriitian
tty and the teachings of the apostles, was
given, after which refreshments were handed
round, everybody seeming to thoroughly
enjoy the evening's entertainment.

Bro R. Wright resumed the platform on
Oclober 2Sth to a good audience The sub-
jeci Ixring •* Under Sentence of Death." We
are sanguine that the change will do good in
the future.

We have to work against a combination
of Wcslcyans, Presbyterians, and Salvation­
ists. who arc doing all they can to draw­
people away from our meetings. They
seem to be very much exercised over our
motto. "Seats free; No collection; All
welcome."

Our Bible class every Friday evening,
conducted by Bro Turner, is very well at­
tended and much appreciated. Altogether
our prespeds arc brighter than ever they
have been. C. How, Sec.

WELLINGTON —The work is moving
along steadily here, and our hearts have
been cheered by seeing two put on the Lord
in His own appointed way. We have also
received one oy letter. Nov. 15. T W M

REW SOUTH WALES OEPAHTMENT

By ARTtivn Harris.
41 EhtJlrSk ttite.

A very sucre .-•ful floral and musical ser­
vice was held under the supervision of the
superintendent and teachers id the laird's
Day school, on Oct sand, the proceeds of
which were devoted to the Sydney Hospi­
tal, Uie amount realised being between six
and seven pounds The floral contributions
were very numerous and artistically ar­
ranged. no doubt proving very acceptable
to the inmates of that institution This i.
the fourth annual flower service held by
the Lord s Day school. Elizabeth street.
and each eflort in this diredion seems to
surpass its predecca-.or Too much praise
cannot be given to the teachers for their
untiring energy in striving to make this
meeting a success. The chapel was just
converted into a greenery, graceful f -.toons .
of artistically arranged foliage adorned the
walls.interspersed with thegigantic mountain
lily and.waratahs giving colour to the scene.
while the glens and ravines of Heathcote
contributed cf their wealth of palms and
varied fems A large assemblage of pan nts
and friends cf the children met to enjoy the
melody of the scholars, and the exprcr.ions
of pleasure heard on all sides must cer­
tainly be gratifying and encouraging totho.c
who sacrir.ce tri much time and labour on
behalf of the children Bro Dickson, who
wav on a viut from Brisbane, delivered an
interesting and appropriate address to the

B.-.^CuIbournc. whoh preaching in thn
city r f Newcastle fur a rnuulh. just penned

me a few linei -.peaking in terms of highest
praise of the brethren in that locality, for
their aftivc zeal for the Master. They are
holding meetings nearly every night Bro.
C. also refers in tones of deep sympathy fur
the large numbers of miners who are almo.t
destitute. He feels the neid of dispensing
temporal food as well a-i spiritual, and from
our experience of his large heartedness we
have no doubt about his practical sym­
pathy.

We had the pleasure of receiving a gospel
address from Bro Rawei. the Maori evan­
gelist. It was something of a novelty too.
notwithstanding the weather was very wet.
We had a goodly number present. We
would be glad to hear him again.

The united officers meeting has been
revived again after a lapse of two years, and
as there are many questions of importance
cropping up occasionally we may expeit
some interesting discussions, and better still
some pradical results. Will secretaries
kindly post me up in this matter and their
requirements will receive due attention

ENMORE —Bro Watt preached a splen­
did discour-c Lord's day evening, Nov. 5th,
advocating the claims of Bro. Pittman's
Rescue Home A collection was taken up
in aid of the funds, amounting to tj>.
8d , which was afterwards made up to /'<>
by two of the members. We have also the
pleasure of recording that al this service
two of our scholars yielded to the claims of
Jesus. C A R.

VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT.

By J. Pittman, Airht A’.cnnt. AmaJalt.

The number reported as added to the
church in Victoria during the month is as
follows: -Doncaster, o, Haw thorn, 2. Gem­
brook, 6. Drummond. 4 ; Cheltenham. 2;
North Melbourne. 1 . Bendigo, 1; Lygon-
st.. 1 . Corowa, t ; Lillimur, 1 ; North
Brunswick. 2 ; Berwick, 3 Total, 32.

NOTES.
Bro Jennings ii laboring with the church

at Dunolly There are very few brethren
there, but our brother has tuir-edcd in
increasing bath the morning and evening
attendance.

thirteen brethren were present. Bro
Grcrnhill read a paper entitled " What is
the Church of Christ? " which elicited quite
a lively discussion. A difficulty in most
minds seemed to lie when a church is n t a
church of Christ, and hence it was resolved
to ask Bro Maston to read a paper al our
next meeting (to b; held at Doncaster on
the first Monday in the month) on the
question. "What arc the Essential Features
of a Church of Christ?" During the
meeting a resolution instructing the secre­
tary to write a letter of sympathy to Bro
M. Wood Green was passed; also one ex­
pressing good wishes for Bro F. Billman in
hi» new field of labor in Queensland ; and
both these brethren were made the subjects
of earnest prayer at the throne of grace.

An Invitation to visit the Bet Bet church,
take part in the annual tea meeting, teach
the church, preach the gosjicl. ami Inturc
on Re.cuo \\ ork, was very gladly responded
to by the writer (who at the time w.xs feeling
very unwell), as it held out a promise of
change, though nut of rest Bro Selby has
given in the I'i-ttur a racy description of
his visit to the same place for the same
purpose (in the main). A- turning that most
of our readers will have read it, it will not
be neci ssary for mo to repeal what he has
said. Without doubt the tea meeting was
a great success in every way ; and fully
demonstrated the fad that the cause of
primitive Christianity has laid a firm hold
on the (icop'.c in that distrid Part of the
time 1 was hospitably entertained by our
Bro Alderson, far famed for his unfer-

| mented wine; the quality of which 1 had
abundant opportunity cf testing If there

I had been five percent of alcohol in it the
( consequences would have been serious. 1
1 also spent a few days under the hospitable
1 tool of Mrs Readhead. who. with her three

sons and three daughters, did all that wa^
possible to make one happy. It is here
that the hero of the Crimea sojourns, who
is now doing a good work in fighting the
devil and taking captive his prisoners.
During my stay, besides addressing the
large gathering on the 23th, 1 exhorted
the church on Lord s diy morning, about
70 being prevent; gave an address on tern-
p< ranee in the park at Maryboro' to a very-
large audience; returned to Bet Bet and
preached the gospel too full hou-c in the
evening, gave my lecture at Maryboro' on
Monday night. ami ditto on ’1 ue day even­
ing at Bet Bet 1 returned to town the
following day. much improved in health.
and very thankful for having had the op­
portunity of personal intercourse with so

' many faithful brethren whom I had not
before teen. J. Pittman.
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was stronger now than it had ever been
during its long existence.

The meeting was also addressed by the
chairman's father, J. Pittman; Brethren
Ewers, Moysey, Selby, and Newham These
speeches were Interspersed with happy song,
and altogether it was a truly joyful time

On Monday evening, Nov 20th, a social
gathering of all the churches of the district
was held to bid a loving farewell tn F. Pitt­
man and to welcome his brother Percy Pitt­
man. who has accepted the unanimous in­
vitation of the churches to continue the
work.

DUNOLLY.—During the month of Oflo-
bcr we have had our Bro Jennings.
evangelist, with us. who has cheered and
encouraged us to still labor on. Wc are
also pleased to relate that he has, through
his able dividing nnd explaining of the
Word, t een the means of bringing some of
our once indifferent brethren to a closer and
nearer walk with God nnd Christ, and we
trust that they may prove by their future
lives that they are Inuccd true nnd loyal to
their Master. Our brother is a great
visitor, and using this means, we sec the
result in having the attendance of strangers
at our preaching service We have decided
to kt ep him with us for a time. Wc have
also h. d the pleasure of a visit from our
Bro Isaac Selby, who lectured to good and
attentive audiences One was held in the 1
Presbyterian Church ; the other, teeing the
great outside interest aroused, wc were
entreated toengage the Town-hall for, which
proved a success Come again. Bro Selby,
and I am sure that we will try to make your
visit profitable and enjoyable Wc nave
received into our fellowship a Sis Scott,
from the Baptists, and wc are expecting
others shortly to accept of the Christ in His
own appointed way May God bless our
endeavor here to lie faithful as a church, to
God, to ourselves, nnd our fellow men

CHELTENHAM Since last report
some interesting things have happened at
Cheltenham, which may interest the breth­
ren generally. Two young ladies have con­
fer.cil the laird Jesus Christ, and have
been bapti'ed into His name. Wc held
during the month one of the most successful
lord's day school anniversaries in our ex­
perience Our Bro Moysey >1 giving us
tonic splendid addr« v-ei on the Origin of
the Church of Christ, which have been
listened to by large audiences The work
here is being carried on with our heavenly
l ather s blessing by brethren and sisters
endeavoring to do the Master's service

A W.T.
MELBOURNE (Swanston Street) - In

October, 1865, the brethren composing the
Church of Chrr.t, Swanston street, first rn< t
in the Manchester Unity hall, nnd the 28th
anniversary of this event was marked by a
public social gathering In the chapel. Swan-
ston-t-treet, on Monday evening, Nov 13th
In response to hearty invitations rent to all
the churches around, a large and reprexn
lative meeting took place After tinging,
and t>ra)er (led by Bro Mazengarb, of North
Mdboutnr). Bro B J Kemp, on ixhalf of
the Svvanston-vtrcet Church, expresxd a
cordial welcome to all the brethren and
friends who attended the nm ting, and as­
sured them of the earnest fraternal ngard
of tho c on whose behalf he spoke Bro
AIL-.it M Ludbrook. who presided. made
tome tetnarks concerning the work of the
church for the past 12 months Things
h i l been somewhat quiet. In common with
tlx- ytcvallini* dcjioJon, and man) re- .

to save nnd uplift humanity
should be the first charge

is. Lawson.

illissionnrn |Jngc.

with us several times during the past
months, stre ngthening the church wit
l.inliful teachings, and winning soul
Z'lltill I- iilllt, . It n.l I.,.. .. < .1

HOME,
M. McLellan.

, --------- - | mt 0I
them being from the Sunday rdiool Bro
I aik is i:ovv travelling with bn Bible carri-

the brethren with whom becomes in contaft
with help him all they can. for he requires
our help so that he may be able to continue
his faithiul mission

Il will be remembered that al the last
\ iCiqnan Conference a resolution was passed
altering the date at which the Annual
Collection should be taken up in aid of
the Home Mission Fundi.

It was formerly on the first Lord'll Day
in January, but it was represented that this
date was not a very suitable one cither for
the city nnd suburban, or country churches.
In the cate of the former it was alleged that
there were to many other calls upon the
purse at Christmas and New Year time that

ry dep; 
be especially

relations and tr

---  --------- ft «••••• LIU mu
earthly state. We trust that the flight of
tune evidenced by all these changes will be
a let.-on to ux all The Melbourne Vocal
Union rendered three choruses during the

Nov. 21. W. Br.l'.R.
BERWICK—One addition by faith and

obedience since last report. A very pleasant
social evening was spent here last night, the
occasion being to welcome our Bro. 1*.
Dittman and to bid farewell to our Bro. F.
Pittman, who is leaving us for Queensland
after two years of earnest, energetic work
amongst us. the result being 49 additions.

Notwithstanding the inclemency of the
weather the chapel was well filled, and after
partaking of a good tea the meeting was
addressed by Brethren Knights (Dande-
nong), G Charman (Gembrook). Ernest
Hdlbrich and J. Funston (Berwick) who
all referred in eulogistic terms to our

s cordially
 „ .a labor with

The Bros Pittman having suitably
KU.VUI3 in suiuuun 01 prouiems wmen vex . responded Bro. G. Charman on behalf of
humanity. Thrice happy was the homes , the church at Gembrook presented Bro. F.
where Christ dwelt, and thrice happy the Pittman with 3 Vols. Errctt’s " Evenings
country made up of such homes F. G With the Bible." The Dandcnong and

movals had taken place through members
changing their residence Two had been
called home, viz , Sister Goodier, of Brigh­
ton, nnd Bro Wm McCoughtry. of Rich­
mond, an old member of the church, whose
obituary notice appears in this issue Bro
Ludbrook then referred to the motto chosen
for the evening, " Duty," and made some
stirring remarks thereon Bro Selby, of
Lvgon-strect, followed with an address on

he Christian's duty toChrist. "maintaining
this to l>c our first duty. ’ Seek ye first the
kingdom of God nnd His righteousness."nnd
this intertwined nil other phases of the sub­
ject to be dealt with during the evening. A
proper performance of this would necessit­
ate the due fulfilment of all others. Bro.
J. E Inning, of Lygon-st . then spoke on
" The Christian s Duty to Himself and His
brethren" Bro A M. Bryden. of North ......... ... UUI
Carlton, very ably dealt with " The Chris- brother who is leaving us. and as cordially
tian's Duty in the Home Circle." believing ' welcomed our brother coming to labor with
home Influence and training to be great us. The Braz. P:”----- * - ‘'
faclors in solution of problems which vex I responded Bro. G
humanity. Thrice happy v.az the h-z.z.— , h C  ..
where Christ dwelt, and thrice happy the Pittman with 3 Vols. Errctt’s " Evenings
country made up of such homes F. G ! With the Bible." T!.^ ...,d
Dunn, of Cheltenham, treated the sub- ■ Berwick churches also testified their esteem
jed of “The Christian in Politics and , by presenting him with a travelling bag and
Social Reform." and showed that wc 1 dressing case combined.

A most Interesting and profitable evening
was thus ipent in the discussion of the sub­
ject The closing address should have
been given by Bro C G Lawson, but he

nnd how Christian influence had brought Sister Lawson.—It is unfortunately our
the downfall of pagan rites, slavery and j duty to record the decease of our much
other national evils J he subjeft of “ The esteemed and venerable Sister I^ivvson.
Christian's Duty in Business Relationships" I She was one of the most faithful workers
was spoken to by Bro F M Ludbrook. of ' wc had in the churches The Home Mis­
Malvern. who stated that Christianity came i sionary committee will lose in her a worthy
to bring salvation to every department of , coadjutor. Indeed, she will be missed in
life. Bro. A B Maxton, of Ascot Vale. | every department of church life. But she
closed with an address on •'The Christian's | will be especially missed by a wide circle of
Duty in Spreading the Gospel." and main- [ relations and friends who have now to
tained that if one wished to render the mourn their loss. Our loved Bro. Lawson
highest service to mankind he would has our deepest sympathy In this hour of
preach tho gospel, because it was the | separation
great power to save nnd uplift humanity;! WILLIAMSTOWN—On account of the

depression and many leaving the district
our number has greatly reduced, and wo
almost despaired of being able to keep up
the building. Our Bros. Swain and BeswicL
have been preaching here for some time,
and have done successful work. And wc
rejoice to report that our meetings loth
morning and evening arc Ixcttcr attended
than they have been for a long time, nnd
the brethren arc cheered up with fresh hopes
for the cause of our Redeemer in this place, ■ / ...J, JUU,

and inviting all to join in the beautiful
hymn, "Abide with me." which was sung
in a very sympathetic and impressive
manner, alter which our sister was com­
mended to God in prayer Wc are sorry
to rv|x>rt that Sister Lawson has since fallen
asleep in Christ (on 20th Nov ). and yet she
was so resigned and ready to go home that

Jose of

for the country churches

DrcEMnr.it
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decided to change the date (or taking up
collodions os follows : —

City and Suburban Churches, first I-ord's
day in December, and

Country Churches, first lord’s day in
March.

On behalf of the Missionary Committee
we would earnestly request the hearty co­
operation of our citv and suburban brethren
towards making the collection on Lord's
day, jrd December, a great success.

Notwithstanding the fad that since last
Conference redudions in salaries have been
made to the extent of 25 per cent., still the
fund is in arrears £i-\o. and we arc there­
fore very much in new! of help in order to
reduce the deficit. There are five men in
the field, some of them laboring in very
large ••circuits,” such as the Wimmera,
Warracknabcal, Corowa and Echuca dis-
trids, besides assisting some of the suburban
churches.

The total additions by faith and baptism
since Conference have been 40 The pros­
pect in the various fields is most encourag­
ing. and it would be a great pity if through
lack of funds any of the missionaries have
to lie withdrawn,

Will all members in the city and suburban
churches keep in mind

LORD S DAY. 3rd DECEMBER.
HOME MISSIONARY . SUNDAY

W. C. Thurgood, Trcas.
M. McLellan. Secy.

The following is a very brief synopsis of
the various reports -

W. I). Little had visited Kcrang, Yarra-
walla, 1'crnihurst, Mysia, Wcdderburn.
where Bro R. Twiddy is conduding a
weekly Bible class, which is well attended.
Echuca (where Bro Carr has been preach­
ing to good meetings). Three additions by
faith and baptism—one at Wcdderburn,
one nt Echuca, and one at Kcrang East. The
latter is a gentleman w ho has been a regular
attendant since the mission was started in
Echuca. Step by step has the Lord led
him.

W. T. Clai-iiam has returned from Syd­
ney,— reports one addition by faith and
obedience, and one confession — both at
Corowa Thinks that a preacher should
be located in the fine field of Albtiry. The
present being an opportune time Bro and
Sis Howard, of Gombargana, still carrying
on their good work of teaching the young
under the friendly shade of a tree, with in­
creased attendance Bro. J Howard has
opened up another preaching station, as­
sisted by our young Bro. S. Howard.

W W. Tomlinson had resumed his
labours after his visit to Adelaide. Od. 22.
spent at Kaniva. Od. 29. at North Yanac.
Nov. 5. Lilhmur in the morning. Lctor in
the afternoon, and Dtnvarrak at night. One
addition by faith and baptism at Lillimur.
Nov 12, was at Kaniva On 14th, the S.S.
annual picnic was held, which was a great
success. On Tuesday, 21st, he intended to
he'd sen ice at a new point, vix , Broughton.
14 miles b W of Yanac. and spend the fol­
lowing Lord's day at Yanac.

Gto. H IJcowne during the month has
continued his labors at Galaquil and Beulah
district The meetings for three Lord s
days Lad been rather poorly attended,
owing to wet weather At Beulah one
young man (who had Ixcn formerly im­
mersed) evpre'.-.ed his intention of meeting
isith 1.

M McLellan reports still preaching at
Brunswick Very good nudicnccuandevery
axientioa No s wbk reoulu to report

FOREIGN.
F. M. Ludbrook.

The box sent to Miss Thompson is from
a much wider circle of friends this year and
contains a greater variety of goods than
heretofore Besides the large parcel from
Collingwood (see sisters page ot this issue)
we have been enabled to despatch gifts from
the Doncaster Mission Band, from Miss
Gill, Mrs Stutterd, Mrs. Maston and family.
Mr. Lyall, and others Last, but not least,
is a very weighty and business-like box from
Mr. McCullough and family. Warrnambool.
It would take too long to specify ail the
articles included, but with a range from
quilts to tiny dolls and many colored beads
our sister should be able to hit the mark
and supply a long-felt want in many a poor
little home in Hurda. The knowledge that
this will be so is itself the best thanks and
reward that heart could wish.

Rumor hath it that somewhere about
merry Christmas time the Chinese intend
again inviting and feasting their teachers
and friends. Things arc to be on a more
elaborate scale than Ik fore Altogether it
is a very nice thing to feel that |ohn counts
you amongst his well-wishers.

The self-denying deeds of Sarah Hosmer,
of Lowell, arc worth tcllling again and again
for an example. She heard that a young
man might be educated in the Nestorian
Mission Seminary for £\o Working in a
factory, idle saved this amount and sent it to
Persia, and a young man was educated as a
preacher of Christ to his own people. She
thought she would like to do it again and
again, aud did it five times When more
than sixty years of age. living in an attic.
she took in sewing until she had sent out
the sixth preacher. She was a missionary
in the highest sense

ACKNOWLEDGMENT!:—TO NOV. 21.
I'M, Committee of South Aus­

tralia, per Mr. T. Colebatch /40 o 0
Mr. Hugh Gray, Port Fairy .. o 15 o
Collingwood, collected by Bro.

Enmore (1) .. .. ..200

Kobrb (Ones (Eottt Jkfon

LAWSON.—For the second time within
three weeks the Swanston-st. church has
been called upon to mourn the lo.i of an
old and esteemed member " He is only a
little while before me." were the words of
Sts. C. G. Lawson in sending a message of
sympathy to the family of our late brother,
Wm. McCoughtry. and her words have
proved too true, fur on Nov. 20th. in her
74th year, our dear sister passed to her
rest.

Born in Perthshire, Scotland, bis Lawson
came to this colony In 1853 Four years
later she was baptised into Christ by the
late Bro. Robt Service in the old Yarra
swimming baths (below princes Bridge).
and ever since has shown herself a faithful
follower of lhe Lord 1c ins 1 ba senlimt ot
of her favorite hymn, "Wall work till
Jesus crimes.'* spoken of in the family a .
•• mother's hymn," was fully cvprr . id in
her life Ni.crabant hum tho house of

God when it was possible for her to be
present, always ready by encouraging won!
and self-denying effort to help on every good

I work, she leaves a void not easily to be
. filled Her amiable disposition endeared
1 her to nil To know- her was to love her.
! So unselfish and self-forgetful, yet so

thoughtful of others, so sympathetic, so
gcoJ, our beloved sister had surely caught
the spirit of the Master, and was. indeed,
a living •' epistle of Christ, seen and read of
all men."

If in the church, much more in the house
will our dear sister's sweet-mindedness ami
excellence of character long be a fragrant
memory. A devoted wife, "the heart of
her husband did safely trust in her." An
afTcdionatc and. in addition, a Christian

, mother, " she opened her mouth with
I wisdom " and taught her children the fear
, of the I-ord Thus all of them, five in
| number, as well as nine grand children are
I numbered with the people of God May it
[ not be said respecting such a loving, devoted

Christian life—
"To live in hearts we leave behind.

Is not to die."
" Those mourn the dead who live as they

desire " May we, then, who knew and
j loved her, practice the lessons of her life 1
| Our sister had been ailing for some lime.
1 Two or three weeks ago a serious operation
1 was decided upon. When leaving home
j for a private hospital, in bidding her dear

ones good-bye, there was a parting word of
love to each, especially exhorting to faith­
fulness In the Christian life By the doctors
the operation was deemed successful, and
the patient, at first, did teem to rally.

j Husband and children visited her constantly
and often would she quote portions of

I favorite hymns, such as, " Light of the
World," and —

"I'uu. i:iy alt. to in sun h xtnr,
ll< whom I've tiled hit hv|-« 1
lliv tuck I KT. nut I'll pursue
The lurtuw way till Him I view.'"

Her every utterance was expressive of per­
fect trust in the Saviour. However, the
hope of recovery was not to be realised
Exhausted nature seemed unable to recup­
erate. Quietly, two of her daughters by
her side, our beloved sister " fell asleep "
Two days later, sorrowfully, )ct not as
those without hope, we laid away the
mortal remains of the dear departed one in
Melbourne cemetery, there to await the
dawn ol the resurrection morning

With the bereaved husband, our widely
known and universally esteemed Bro. C. G.
Lawson, and with the sorrowing family we
most deeply sympathise. May the grace
of the Saviour comfort and sustain them in
this time of trial A M L

McCOUGHTRY.- 1 he church of Christ.
bwanstun street, Melbourne, has recently
lost one ol its oldest and mint rv>pedctl
members in the person ol Bro Win
McCoughtry, who p.xvxd away cn Thurs­
day. Nov and. in tho 771I1 year of his age

Our late brother was a colonist of over 50
years' standing He was immersed in con­
nection with the Baptists in N S W nearly
half a century ago, namely, in iSt. but
learning the " way of the Luid inure jxr-
fcttly,'' be. some jj years b.wk, united with
the Church of Chri.t then meeting n
B.ukiy ti, t, Cirlt ■ 1r .1 tl it lint 1 .
has remained lallhlul to " th.-- truth as tt u
1:1 J<-.-.iand br word and life coca J. I
it t 1 all around He wax in fncmbcr>htp
with tho Richmond church a while. L_:.t r
many team _i::.e Ills been tn fellow ih’p
with the buanxton street l iclhrcn, tv
whom he will be much missed.
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He was .2 true Christian—“kind, tender­
hearted, forgiving.” He loved his Saviour
well. He delighted in God’s word, mould­
ing his life by its teaching. He was ■■ glad
when they said. • I>:l us go up to the house
of the l-onl ' " He walked miles every first
day. wet or fine, lor the worship and service
of the sanfluary. His utterances when
presiding or praying, his reading of Scrip­
tures and hymns, were alway s to edification,
to manifestly sincere and heartfelt were
they. At week night meetings, loo. by Ills
constant attendance, and sometimes, as the
writer can testify, by kindly words, he
encouraged his younger brethren in the
Master's work. May we all, " considering
the Issue of hh life, imitate hi* faith " I

He was a good husband and father, as
those who most mourn his loss do testify.
He "brought up his children in the nurture
and admonition of the laird; " and now
they rise up and call his memory blessed.

His was not only a long but a laborious
life, yet amid all its toils and trials his faith
was ever strong, his hope ever blight.
Often he repeated hh favorite verse

And now be is al rest. Quietly and
peacefully, as he had often prayed it might
be, he "fell asleep.” At Kew, two days
after the spirit had returned to Gori, we
reverently committed the body to the grave,
in certain hone of a glorious resurrection.

Towards the bereaved our hearts go out
in tcndcrcst sy mpathy. We pray that the
dear Lord, who can comfort His people "as
a mother comfortetli," may sustain and
bless them in this time of trial May they
realize, too, that if they are faithful they
shall see their loved one again He sleeps
in Jesus, 10 shall one day awake in His
likeness. The parting is but for a little
while,

MAHFELL.- IIro W. Mnrfcll, in his 7ut
year, passed quietly awav after a short Hi­
ne. 1, on the evening of Tuesday, Oct. 17.
He was baptized in the United Stales in
rM>?, and in his early life was acquainted
with the Errcit family. Beloved by both
brethren and friends, we shall indeed miss
him. He leaves a widow and son behind
him who are both united to our Lord Jesus
Christ and arc in fellowship with the church
here Their loss is his gain His earthly
remains were followed to their resting place
by a great number of people, many of the
brethren being present Several hymns
were sung at the grave, and our Uro T
Marlin gave a short but imprecise address.
Many of the elder scholars of the Lord's
day school attended, as the ton. Bro G
Marfcll h and ha* been for years a consist-
ent worker in that branch of the Lord's
work If H

Christchurch, N.Z
NEVILLE. Sister Neville has been called

to part with her eldest daughter, Daisy,
ngtd nine years, who died In the Adelaide
J;< pital on loth Inst, from the elirda of
severe burn1, which the received in lighting
the I re one morning for her mother Daisy
v.a, a good child, and angular attendant
at our Letd'o day school. May Ged com­

fort our widowed sister in this her time of
need. A. C Ranmne.

PLANT.—The Lord has called home
another of bis servants in our Sis Elizabeth
Plant, who had reached the age of G8 years.
Our sister was baptised many yean ago. at
Anguston. and united with the Baptists of
that place. Liter she was a member of
Church of Christ at Twovvells. and during
her residence there was helpful to the
church by her consistent godly life When
she came to reside in Adelaide she united
with the church meeting in Archer-st.
brom the time the Kermodc-st. meeting
became one. our sister had been a faithful
attendant at our meetings. It was a joy to
her to meet with those in Christ, at the
Lord's table, and though living at Prospect.
She was frequently found nt the service on
Lord's day morning She will be much
missed in the assembly of the saints, but
we know she has gone to be with the Lord
which is far better After a comparatively
short illness of less than three months'
duration born with Christian patience, on
(Jit. a.|th our sister passed away.

Asleep Inje . 1:. , :

Nov. toth. J. C. Dickson.
TURNER. —On the 26th October our

Sister Elira Turner was called away sud­
denly. She had retired to rest in the even­
ing apparently in good health. In the
morning one of her little grandchildren went
to her room to call her, but returned to her
father (Mrs. Turner's son) saying she could
not wake grandma Another of the children
went, and came back saying there was
something strange about her grandmother
Her son then went into the room, and found
that she was dead. Sister Turner had
passed away in her sleep without a
struggle. The Bible, her source of con­
solation nnd comfort, was on her little
table nt the side of her bed Our sister
had reached the ripe age of 76 years
She was a very old colonist and had passed
through a great deal of trial and nftliition
borne with meekness and patience Her
gentle and amiable character secured her
the continued friendship of those who had
known her in more prosperous days, and the
love of her relations and grand-children.

N. Fitxroy. W.F.
SHAW. -We have been reminded this

week, by the sudden death of Sister Shaw,
who had been ailing for some time, but was
able to get out on Monday, but was sud­
denly taken worse, and without any warning
was taken away She was one of our first
members, being baptised on the :4th May.
'85. very soon after the church was planted
here. We laid her to rest in the Gatton
Cemetery on Tuesday, 31.st Oflober, in the
hepe of a joyful resurrection. She leaves
Ix tiind Iter husband, our brother, and two
little boys of Bro Mordant, whom she
had been as a mother to for some years,
who will all greatly miss her H. Rtssos.

Ma Ma Creek, Queensland. Nov 11.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.

RESCUE HOME.
Received with many thanks: Sister Pol­

lard, Ballarat, col card, 13/-; Sister Clark,
Davvson-st., Ballarat, 5/-; Proceeds of Dr.
Cook's Ixc'lure, Svvanston-st. (under nus-

rices of Literary Society). £3 12s.; Churches,
nglewood and Morcc, N.S.W., per Mr.

Winter. £3; Church. Junec, N.S.W., £t\
R P. Society, North l itzroy, 5/6; Mr. G.
Duncan. Warrington, Otago, N. Z., £1 ;
Church, Nathalia, col. at Bro. Cameron's
preaching service. 7/-: A Sister. Armadale,
7,6. Mabel Pallet, Armadale, 1/1; Col. at
lecture by J. Pittman. Maryboro', r6/-; do.,
do.. Bet Bet. 16/6; Mr. Alderson. Bet Bet,
to/-; A Disciple, Invercargill, N.Z.. io,'-;
" B.” 4/-: Mrs McClure's S.S. class. Drum­
mond. 5/-. Winter Bros., Inglewood, Morcc,
N S W., £4 ; per Mr. Minahan, Ascot Vale:
Miss Potts, col card. 4/2 ; Miss White, 2/6;
Miss Eider, 3/-; Miss Moysey, 7/6: co).
box, 2/10: col. card, Miss Roberts, Warr-
nambool. 8/6; Part proceeds of tea W.C.T.U.
Malvern branch. £2 12s. 2d.; Miss Hinton,
Bendigo, per H. Tucker, 7/6; col. evening
service. Enmore, N S W , Bro Watt preach­
ing, /6; “A Sister," Auckland, N.Z., to/-;
Mrs Collings, Taradalc. 5/-; col. card, Mrs.
Shaw, Ballarat, £1 ; Mrs Marshall. Bruns­
wick. col. card, 2/9; A Brother, Hawthorn.
26; col card. Miss Gowan, Mount Clear,
£\ tot. Cd ; Mr. Geo. Duncan, Warrington,
Otago. N Z . rl/-; W.C.T.U., per Mrs. Press,
f 1 ts.; Malvern Mission Band, to/-, Mr.
Edwards. Hawthorn. £1.

Airlie Avenue. J. Pittman.

VICTORIAN RELIEF COMMITTEE.

Note.—The Relief Committee have found
it necessary to discontinue further assist­
ance for the present, owing to the fundi
being quite exhausted. On Saturday, tho
nth inst., a final supply was issued, and the
recipients informed of our inability to con­
tinue. It is with regret that this had to be
done, but it was unavoidable. We now re­
quire about 30/- to square accounts. Alto-
gethir 717 families have been relieved dur­
ing the past three months, 560 being church
members, and 157 non members, but many
of the latter have children in our Sunday
schools. We very cordially thank nil those
who have placed it in our power to give so
much needed help, and hope that the small
balance now required will lie forthcoming.
Brethren need not be afraid to tend too
much, as any surplus funds will lie devoted
to the relief of tome who arc still in need of
help On behalf of Relief Committee,

Nov- n. M. McLellan, Sec.
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