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IE present number
of the Standard is en­
tirely devoted to mat­
ters relating to the
Conferences lately
held in the various

Colonics. The fact that the business
of the Conferences was every year
increasing in volume, rendered such
a course imperative, and wc arc of
opinion that the present arrange­
ment will meet with the approval of
the brotherhood generally. Wc have

included in this number all Confer- Australia the best average. Look-
ence matter received up to the time
of going to press, so that if any­
thing relating to them does not ap­
pear, the fault is not ours. We arc
sorry that on account of distance,
were not able to include the reports
of the New Zealand Conferences,
these, however, will appear in our
next issue.

STATISTICS.
Statistics as a rule are very dry

reading, but an exception may be
made in favor of these that relate
to the increase or otherwise of our
number, seeing that they tell us
approximately of the progress made
during the year. Figures in this
case are eloquent. They speak to
us of so many souls saved, and,.
alas, they tell us of many whose love .
has grown cold and who no longer |
are bound with us in the kinship of‘
Christ.

We have before us the Statistical 1
tables of the Churches of Christ in i
Victoria, South Australia, and New
South Wales, and we propose, very
briefly, to compare notes and learn
any lessons they may have to im­
part. In the first place they tell us
the membership of each colony at
the present date, viz.: — Victoria,
5295 ; South Australia, 2334 ; and
New South Wales, 1153; making a
total for these colonics of 8782. When
the membership of each colony is!
compare I to its population, we find
the proportion to be about as follows: ■
—Victoria, 1 to 226; New South
Wales, t to 9M0; and South Aus-

ing at the progress made during the
year just closed, New South Wales
comes first with a nit increase of
189; South Australia second, with
154; and Victoria last, with 102.
If however, the increase by “ faith
and obedience" is taken without
regard to losses in other directions,

i the following is the result:—Victoria,
I 438; New South Wales, 19T ; and
| South Australia, 183.
I The reason why Victoria takes the
last place in the list of actual or net
increases, is owing to the great loss
she has sustained in what is called
“ revision of the rolls." It may be
that the Churches in Victoria have
exercised more care in purging their
roll books than the other colonies,
and is therefore put al a disadvan­
tage in a numerical comparison.
We believe, however, that some of
the churches in Victoria have only

' given returns of those members
I actually meeting with them, and
have not accounted for those who
have “ removed where there is no
church." Wc notice that the South
Australian schedule has a column
thus headed, and we recommend
Victoria and New South Wales to
place a similar column in their
schedules for the future. I Jut even
admitting that a number cl those
returned as losses might be accoun­
ted for in this way, the number is
still too great to be regarded with
any degree of c juanimity, and 1:1
cur opinion calls for «crious con. i L:r-
ation and attend n from all the

tralia, 1 to 140; thus giving South , officers of the Vi-.torian churches
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SUNDAY SCHOOLS.

Victoria returns 4295 scholars;
South Australia, 1768; and New
South Wales, 754. Victoria shows
an increase of 97, South Australia
a decrease of 57, and New South
Wales an increase of 182. The
most interesting column in this
schedule is that which gives a re­
turn of church additions from the
Sunday school. Victoria gives 172,
South Australia, 72; and New
Wales, 31; making a total of 275.
In view of these very encouraging
returns from Sunday school effort it
is surprising that there are so many
churches without Sunday schools.
There art! go churches in Victoria,
42 of which have no Sunday schools;
there are 28 churches in South Aus­
tralia, 11 of which arc without Sun­
day schools; and in New South
Wales there 18 churches, 7 of which
are without schools. Nearly fifty
per cent, of churches in these colonics
are without Sunday schools. This i
is surely a state of things calling for;
immediate reform ? Is it not a fact
that no church can be called a live
church, that is without a Sunday school ?
One of the means by which a dying
church may be revived, is to start a
Sunday school in connection with
it.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
The seed sown by Bro. Wharton

has borne good fruit, as may be seen
from the balance sheets presented by
the three colonies referred to above.
While Victoria, South Australia, and
New South Wales take the lead in
the work of Foreign Missions, Queens­
land, New Zealand, and Tasmania
all help in the same direction.
Queensland is naturally more inter­
ested in the Kanaka work than the
other colonics, and will doubtless put
most of her energies in that direc­
tion. So far as we are concerned,
We think it the duty of the churches
in Australasia, to mission the islands
round about them, rather than to
undertake additional work in remoter
fields.

VICTORIAN SISTERS* CONFERENCE.
We believe that Victoria is the 

only colony in which the sisters meet
together in annual conference. We
believe the other colonics might very
profitably follow the example thus
set. The Sisters’ Conference is not
regarded as an independent institu­
tion but rather as an auxiliary to
General Conference. The sisters are
banded together for the purpose of
assisting in all the ways they can, the
various projects of the General Con­
ference, and we can bear testimony to
the efficient manner in which these
services have been rendered. It has
been a splendid, educational factor
in solving the problem of woman's
work in the church.

CONCLUSION.

From what we can hear, the meet­
ings of all the Conferences have been
eminently successful. Peace and
harmony have reigned in their midst
and there seems to have been but
one desire, viz., to spread abroad the
knowledge of the glorious Gospel of
our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ.
May the holy enthusism engendered
by these meetings be lasting in its
character and far-reaching in its
results.

(Queensland (Cnnfcrrnrr.

HE Annual Conference of
Churches of Christ in
Queensland was held in
the Temperance Hall,

Edward-street, Brisbane,
> on March 31st.

Theprocecdingsopencd
with a devotional meet­

ing, the President, Bro. C. Fischer,
in the chair. The subject of the
addresses given were " Spiritual
Power in the Church." (i) “How
to manifest it," Bro. Bagley, who
took the place of Bro. Dickson, who
was too unwell from a sore throat to
speak, (2) “ How to increase it,"
Bro. Park.

BUSINESS PROCEEDINGS

Were entered upon at 10.45, ike
President, Bro. C. Fischer, in the
chair.

The roll-call of delegates was
responded to by the following
brethren :—

Brisbane—Bros. Cordy, Collins, Swan;
Bundamha—Bro. G. Green; Gympie—Dro.
Grimshaw; Harrisville — Bros. Boyle,
Gray; Ipswich—Bro. Gambling; Roma*-
Bro. Pamdine ; RosEWoop—Bro. Berlin:
Toowoomba—Bro. E Bagley; Vernors—
Bro. C Adcrnanor: Zillmhre—Bro.
Phillips; Spring Creek—Bro. Wilson;
Rosevale—Bro. Park; Carney's Creek
—Bro. Park; Thornton—Bro. Walkins;
Emu Park—Bro. F. Kcable ; Caboolture
— Bro. Starby . Mt. Walker—Bros. Hin-
richson and Parker.

Minutes of previous Conference
were read, and confirmed on the
motion of Bro. Parading.

The Secretary read the Commit­
tee's report, which was received as
follows:—
COMMITTEES REPORT FOR YEAR

ENDING MARCH 3IST. 1893.
Reviewing the work of the past year,

your committee finds very little of import­
ance to report Beyond the inauguration
of the Kanaka Mission, with Bro. J-
Thompson, as Missionary, it cannot be
boasted that much progress, if any, has
been made Stagnation seems to have the
rule right along the line, although thank
God there have been refreshing exceptions.
The responsibility devolving upon the
separate churches, to aid the Executive
Committee has been almost entirely un­
recognised. A glance at the history of the
planting and subsequent progress of the
gospel mission in this colony, as revealed
in the records of the different conferences
and committee meetings, discloses that the
same energy and zeal which marked the
work then to be done, is almost en­
tirely lacking now ; and it Is apparent, that
unless there is a re-awakening to the pro pc J
sense of our responsibility, the same dull*
ness will morr the efforts made, and decline
instead of progress will again have to be
repeated.

In times gone by a mere handful al
brethren carried on the work to asuccessful
point. Aided by able and energetic evan­
gelists, whose work was untrammelled by
any unseemly or querulous demand, great
parts of the southern districts of this colony
were brought under the influence of our
mission. So much good was then accom­
plished that the membership throughout
the colony was given in 18S9 05474, though
the actual membership must have been over
500. Two jears later (in 1U91) the return*
show a decrease of Co in church member-
chip.

In the Brisbane church, where one evan
gelist has been continuously engaged, 
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wonderful progress has to be reported, and
such, we are convinced, would be the report
from all our churches, could we employ
evangelists of ability and influence to travel
and work amongst our country churches.
It remains for the wisdom of this confer­
ence to devise means of providing for the
successful re-organisation of the mission
work in Queensland : and for the employ­
ment of evangelists who arc able to present
with effect truths of the glorioua gospel.

Your Committee have held several meet­
ings during the year. According to the
instruflions of last year's Conference, Bro
Thompson has been engaged as a missionary
amongst the Kanakas In that capacity he
has visited the southern churches, and
having placed the matter before them he
has succeeded in obtaining their sympathy
and support to a very satisfactory extent.
(As Bro. T. is amongst us he will report
upon his own work.) At a meeting of the
Committee held last night, the following
recommendations were ordered to be
brought before the Conference to-day

That the deficiency in Bro. Park’s salary
be paid out of the Swan bequest, or that
the sum of £70 be loaned to the churches
employing Bro. Park, for an indefinite
period without interest.

That the loan of/too be granted to the
Gympic and Brisbane churches for one
year, at 6 U interest.

The Committee also recommend that the
r,um of £15 be donated towards the support
of the committee of the Kanaka Mission.

The statistical returns arc so Incomplete
that no true record can jet be made, but
the total membership may beset down at
about 620.

The committee have have had an intima­
tion from Bro Park of his resignation, but
have left the matter over to the wisdom of
this conference A glance nt the treasurer’s
book reveals a deficiency of nearly /70 in
the evangelisation fund.

The funds of the Kanaka mission are, we
are glad to say, in a healthy state, there
being at present a credit balance of about

Cries for help have come in from various
cdurcbes, Toowoomba, Gympic, and Roma
chiefly needing evangelistic aid From
Spring Creek we have a very gratifying
report, they having during the past year
nearly doubled thetr numbers This church
we might add, owes its existence to a silent
preacher in the form of the "Gospel Plan
of Salvation," by Bro Muston.

Several other churches alio* healthy
signs, and vve pray lint during the ensuing
year a glorious work will l<c done.

Sunday School work *!»-_•» not seem 1 • Ixi
carried out extensively amongst our
churches Thu is a thing to ba deplot cd. 

and we hope to sec progress made in this
direction during the coming year.

In conclusion, your Committee pray that
Cod in all wisdom will be our guide in the
proceedings of to-day’s Conference, and
that active measures will be taken to form a
" Forward Movement Committee." and may
God's name be glorified and His Church
edified. If all will work harmoniously toge­
ther this and more will be done.

Finally, brethren, let all things be done in
love.

The following items in the Secre­
tary's report were dealt with :—

It was resolved—" That the sum
of £"jo of the Swan Bequest Fund
be handed over as a gift to the
Conference Committee, to pay the
amount owing to Bro. Park as
salary."

Another resolution—“ That the
sum of /"too be lent to the Gympic
church from the Swan Fund, for a
period of twelve months, at the
usual bank rate of interest”—was
passed ; ami it was also decided—

“ That the sum of Z"IO° from the
same Fund be lent to the Brisbane
church for one year at 6% interest."

The sum of £"25 was donated from
the same Fund to ’ the Kanaka
Mission; and a recommendation was
made by resolution of the Confer­
ence that the various churches in
Queensland take up at least one
collection in the year for the same
Mission.

At this stage the Conference
adjourned for lunch.

The Conference rc-assembkd at 2
p.m., and after singing and prayer,
business was re-entered upon.

It was resolved that the collection
for the Kanaka Mission should be
taken up on the first Sunday in July
next.

The Treasurer's report was read
by Bro. Kcable for Bro, Berlin, and
was as follows is—

[Treasurer’s Report not received by
Editor* J

The report of Kanaka Mission
Treasurer showed receipts ^134 7s.,
and expenditure/g8 as. 6d.: balance
in hand, 4s. 6d. The report
was adopted.

The reports of Brethren Park and
Thompson were as follows:—

BRO. PARK’S REPORT.
I regret that wc have not been able’to

accomplish nearly to much work as last
year. The spiritual as well as the temporal
atmosphere has often been thick and hazy
with floods and storms on every hand, but
there has been much through it all lothank
God for and take courage

One of the things which at the outset
hindered us was the uncertainty os to
whether the work should continue or not,
but after more satisfactory arrangements
were made the work resumed its former
attitude.

Our work has been mostly done with the
churches at Harrisville, Mt Walker, Rose­
ville, Rosewood, Thornton. Marburg, and
Vcrnors. Blackfellovv Creek, Ma Ma Creek,
Cornics* Creek, White Swamp N.S.W ,
have been visited two or three times during
the year, and Brethren Simpson and
Young’s once. The distance I have
travelled this year is 3941 miles, as against
4263 last year. There has been 27 oddt.
tions by faith and baptism, 0 of these were
Kanaka boys; four formerly baptised, and
one restored: total. 32; visits, 600; meet­
ings attended and addresses, 171

A word about Kanaka work, and I have
done Some of our brethren who are mere
anxious for the conversion of the Boys than
others of the human family, and think it a
waste of time and money, can. if they wish,
do good work close to their door. Marburg
is doing good work with them, and havo
received little or no aid from without.
Dugandan is a district ripe fvr harvest, and
should have a man there for at least three
mnnlhj. There arc five there bow, and
intend to meet to break bread.

Wishing you every success in tho work.
Years in Christ,

Jas. I’m

KANAKA MISSION REPORT.
Churches of Christ Kanaka M. si. a com­

menced January lit, 1873, at Childs: 3 1 sa
river Number c 1 rucl'iv.s t . and
Sunday sch.-’l f.r white children Pla.es
were held, Sur/’-sy morning, Dvclby , alter-
noun, children'* Sunday «li.x,l f.r vshita
children, mw’ts.g t t K.v.ika brethren fur
the breaking . f bread, ere: .■• ;. F L ’.c •-' .
Munday raevaag at r b -x. I-x., 
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day, Cordalbar; Wednesday. Bible class;
Thursday, Doolby! Friday, Gregory river;
Saturday, Bible class. Number attending
the meetings held on the different planta­
tions and at Childcr’s, zoo; number of
white children attending Sunday school,
15. Church organized on Jan 29th, num­
ber meeting for the breaking of bread, 15;
baptised since mission commenced, 17
Kanakas. 1 white man; total membership.
33 Kanakas one white man. Expenses for
the use of building and unfermented wine
foP church, /i 16s. 6d. Money given by
Kanaka brethren on Lord's day at the break­
ing of bread, since‘Jan. 29th, £2 2s. ;d.
Money sent to the Rescue homo from mis­
sion, tos. Taking Temperance pledge, no
Kanakas.

J. Thompson.

Bro. Dickson gave a verbal report
of his work at Brisbane.

The meeting then expressed its
gratitude by resolution at the cheer­
ing reports from these brethren.

The Chairman then gave his
Conference address, the subjetfl of
which was—“ What position should
we as Disciples of Christ maintain
towards Social Reform ? ”

ELECTION OP OFFICERS.

The following brethren wereelcdlcd
officers for the yearPresident,
Bro. Carl Fischer (re-cletfted); Vice
President, Bro, Boyle (Harrisville);
Secretary, Bro, Keith (Brisbane);
Treasurer, Bro. Berlin (Rosewood,
rc-ulcdtcd); Committee, (5) Bros.
Gambling (Ipswich), Dickson (Bris­
bane), Denham (Brisbane), Phillips
(Zillmcre), and Blackwell (Brisbane).

Under the heading of General
Business, a motion was carried that
the balance of the Swan Bequest
Fund Ixj left in the hands of the
Conference Committee, to be used
for evangelistic work. As a result
of this we hope that some real
aggressive work will be done.

temperance.
After some discussion it was re­

solved “That nothing short of Pro­
hibition of the liquor traffic will
satisfy this Conference.”

The Conference then adjourned.

®ljc Uirforinn (Cmt-
fcrrnrc.
—:o:~~

WWHE ANNUAL MEE1-
E’iurc^ies

Christ in Victoria, was
7^)1 held in Christian Chapel,

Lygon • street, Carlton,
on Friday and Sat-

* urday, March 31st, and
April 1 st. The Friday’s meeting
especially being large, no less than
500 brethren and sisters being pres­
ent during most of the day.

The catering by the sisters was
splendid, and enjoyed much better
on account of the small charge made.

CONFERENCE SERMON.

Bro. G. B. Moysey, of Chelten­
ham, delivered the Conference ser­
mon on Thursday evening, to a
fairly good audience. The theme
chosen was the “ Philosophy of
Faith," which was handled by Mr.
Moysey in a most able manner, and
thought s were expressed which should
be helpful to all present..

DEVOTIONAL MEETING.

Bro. G. B. Moysey, President of
the Conference, opened the meeting
on Friday morning by giving out the
well-known hymn, “To the work,to
the work," after which there was a
real live prayer meeting, making a
very good start to the proceedings
of the sessions.

Berwick—H. Paul, F. Pittman; Ballarat
West—G. H. Browne ; Brighton—D,
Parker, J. C Sernkcn ; Border Town—
W. W. Tomlinson , Croydon—E. Smith,
P. Neilsen; Cheltenham—F, G. Dunn, G.
B Moysey, W. Judd . Corow a & War.
gunyaii—C. Johnson, W. T. Clapham;
Collingwood—R. Dick, W. Wctenhall, C.
Newham; Drummond---------; Dandenong
— E. Knights, — Ecclcston, Doncaster
—J. Tully. D. A. Ewers, F. Smedley:
Dinyarrak—W. W. Tomlinson, R. Lyall,
Dunolly— — Alderson; Echuca— T.
Robinson. W. D. Little, Fitzroy—J. Mc­
Gregor. T. H. Parkes . Fitzroy North—

I H. Berry, W. Collings, T. H. Cowley;
Fernihurst—J. Evans, W. D. Little:
Footscray— E. R. Warne. H. H. Strcadcr,
J. Davidson; Galaquil—W. White, Jno.

| Watson, Geelong------Lochhead; Home­
bush-----A. H. Bryant; Hawthorn — W.

| Finger, F. Bosher, S Brice ; Horsham—G.
| Browne; Kaniva—A. B. Maston, F. Joliet;

Lancefield — W. Meyer; Lygon Street
—W. C. Craigic, F. McClean, F. Payne;
Lillimur—B. J. Kemp, B. J, Lawrancc;

I Laen—A. R. Lyall; Malvern—J. Pallet,
B Huntsman; Melbourne (Swanston St.)
—A. Shaw, C G. Lawson, Jas. Wylie ; Mel-

| bourne North—J Orange, R. McCancc,
J. K. Henshelwood; Melbourne South—
----- Pippard, — Williams, C. H. Martin;
Minyip—H. Barnett; North Carlton—
A. M. Brydcn, J. Wyatt; Newmarket—J.
Morris, A. Morris, J. Hambridge; Pascoe
Vale—W. Spurr, Prahran— J. Quillian,
Linay, — Drummond; Polkemmet—G.1I.
Browne, Port Fairy—J. Barnacle, H.
Gray; Richmond North—E. Fisher, J-
Salisbury ; St. Kilda—W. H. Bardwell, —
Gardiner; Surrey Hills—W. Wilson, J
Holton; Traralgon—Wni. Galbraith;
ToMnuLLui - A. L. Archer : WldderdukN
—J. Treble, W. D. Little; Williamstown
—J- Walker; Warracknaueal—----- 1
Yarraville—G. Murray. J. W. Shacklock.
Yaiirawalla— J. Norfleet; Yanac North
—W.W. Tomlinson.

CHURCHES APPLYING FOR ADMISSION.

The following Churches having
applied for admission to the Confer­
ence, were by vote duly admitted,
viz.: — Galaquil, Dandenong, and
North Yanac.

REPRESENTATIVES.

The roll of representatives was called,
when tl;e following churches were found to
be represented, viz —Adelaide Lead—A
E. Illingworth . Ascor Vale—W. J. Pearl.
li Conning; Bendigo—M. McLellan, W

| J. Phillip. Bairnrdalr-W C Ihurgood.

CONGRATULATIONS.

Letters of congratulation were read
from South Australia, and New
South Wales. Bro. Bennett, of
Sydney, who was present, received
a hearty welcome from the presi­
dent.

minutes.
The Secretary read the minutes

of the last annual meeting, which on
the motion of Bro. Tomlinson, were
duly confirmed.
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G. B. MOYSEY,
PRESIDENT OF THE VICTORIAN CONFERENCE, 1892-93.

G. B. Moysey’s name is familiar among the Disciples in all parts of
Australia. He is a native of Victoria, anil has the distinction of being
the first Australian-born President of our great annual meeting. The
most of his life as a preacher has been spent in Victoria, though he
has labored as an evangelist in South Australia, Tasmania and New
South Wales.

chairman’s address.
Bro. G. B. Moysey said he thought

all could see conferences growing in
importance every year, a kind of
necessity. He referred to the statis­
tical tabic which showed a slight
increase, and that the balance sheet
showed a slight credit balance; and
this in the face of great financial
difficulties. He spoke hopefully ol
the fact that the great truths for
which wc plead are becoming more
and more generally accepted in the
religious world, and he looked to this
for a general, gradual growth more
than to any sudden change for the
final restoration of primitive truth.
He referred to the. great Parliament
of Religions about to be held in
Chicago, U.S.A., and thought it 

would be a grand opportunity of
speaking for N.T. Christianity. He
thought the outlook was hopeful.
We arc living in harmony, and arc
able to present an unbroken front to
the world. He felt he could speak
for all when he said in regard to
the great fundamental truths which
wc hold, that they are right, and that
our great aims are certain of realisa­
tion. The address was warmly re­
ceived.

E X EC U TIV E COMMITTEES
REPORT.

1 REGISTRATION OF THOSE
AUTHORISED TO CELEBRATE
MARRIAGES

Al last Conference attention waadrawa
to ike fait that tho Prcddcr.t of (*-
fcreaco fur the time bc-aig, luju' •-'0-

ti,;u a*

'• Head of the Denomination” when signing
certain documents in the Registrar-General's
Department.

In accordance with instru&lcns then re­
ceived. wc beg to report that an interview
was held with the Deputy Registrar General
regarding this matter. It was explained to
him that wc did not recognise any human
head of the Church of Christ, and inquiry
was made as to whether it would not meet
the requirements of the case, if the words
" Head of Denomination " were struck « ut,
and " President of Conference " in.*cited in­
stead. He replied, "that would lx: quite
satlsfadory. all they required was that
some representative person in connection
with cacti religious body, should certify to
the qualification and respectability of the
applicants, and also to intimate when those
on the register should lx: struck off the list
owing to departure from the colony, death,
or other causes."

In view of the circumstances lite Execu­
tive beg to recommend that in future the
Conference presidents strike out the words
"Head of Denomination," or.d sign aa
" President of Conference of Associated
Churches of Christ, Viflorix"

The above clause of the Executive
Report was adopted.

2. STATISTICS.
The number of Churches returned (as will

be seen from the Statistical Schedule is 90,
or 5 more than last year, those added being
Bangcrang, Dandcnong, Galaquil, (lately
known as Norwegian.) Tdongabblc West,
and North Yanac. The aggregate member­
ship Is 5395. The gains are by Faith and
baptism, 43S; letter, 366; formerly im­
mersed. 66; restoration, 13; total 803 The
losses arc by letter. 311 ; death. 52 , removal
and revision of roll, 33S; total 701 Actual
incrcxc loj. This small increase B mainly
accounted for by the numerous "revision
of rolls" that have taken place, nearly one-
half of the total loss coming under this head
Otherwise the year shows f.dr progress, qjS
additions by faith and baptism being above
the average, which fur the past 6 year* has
been 351.

Il will be noticed by a reference to the
schedule, that there arc 4 additional col­
umns. viz , •• seating capacity of ntac-j of
meeting," “ attendances at morning and
evening meetings," and " isolated brethren "
These returns have not been given by all
the churches, but they are recorded c:i tho
schedule xs far as supplied by‘the secre­
taries of churchci.

The total number of ecboch B 49. same
number as last year, with 4215 scholars.
aed 43J teachers, on increase of 97 •cholars
and a decrease of one teacher. The num­
ber added to the church from the Sur Jay
school is 173, being a in cxcxsi of laa
year

Bro. F. G. Dunn drew attention
to that part of the Statistical R- p . rt
referring to losses by re vision of roll.
The fact that last year there v.as a
loss in this direction of y. ", and *’
year of 338, called for acn^- Q,-
tl0In; , -usatt’en

Remarks were’
in", viz.:—p made
famin'- • •rethicnL:
i ’ „ sS a an, h

-^ ll t >.k,lRn I.J.. ...
•»U<r v.hich the (]4U
Statistics was adopted.
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3. FINANCES.
We have this year to report regarding

the following funds, vir , Victorian, Foreign
Kanaka, and Church Aid.

(1) Victorian. — Notwithstanding the
depressed state of things (commer­
cially speaking), during the year
through which we have passed, it is
with pleasure we are able to submit
a financial statement showingasmall
credit balance. This is the more
gratifying as a few months ago we
were very largely In arrears, but.
thanks be to God, through the liber­
ality of the brethren towards the
close of our financial year, and the
sum available from the Ashton be­
quest fund, (£izo.) wc are now able
to report a small balance to credit
Our thanks arc due to our worthy
treasurer for his many afls of liber­
ality. His well known generosity­
renders it unnecessary to make any
further comment.

(2) Foreign. — Total receipts for the
year £201 :6*. lojd , expenditure
£137 6s. 8d . balance on band Z64
tos. zjd. This fund may be said to
be of a distinctly " federal "character
os it is contributed to by no less than
6 colonics, the principal contributors
being Victoria, South Australia, New
South Wales, and New Zealand.
The sum of /io 9s. 8d. donated to
this fund for benevolent purposes has
been remitted to Dr. Durand, India.
for the Orphanage under hi* charge

(3) Kanaka.—Total receipts /70 191.
6d . amount expended or remitted to
Queensland. 18s. 6d., balance on
hand /8 is

(4) Church Aid.—This fund Is/: 11s.
6d. in debit. It Is merely lor the pur­
pose of paying for printing “ Speakers’
Plans " and postage of same No
doubt the various churches Interested
will tee that sufficlerit means too
meet this necessary expense arc at
al once provided

Moved by Bro. R. Lyall and
seconded by Bro. A. M. Ludbrook,
—that the clause, relating to finances
be adopted.

Carried. Clauses 2, 3, 4, were
also adopted.

4. SISTERS’ CONFERENCE.
Aa usual the Sisters* have been carrying

on their useful work during the past year.
We arc pleased to notice that the Presi­

dent, Sister A K Thurgood. though absent.
takci great interest In the welfare of the
Viftorian churches The sisters have again
lent Invaluable aid In collecting the weekly­
contributions in many of the churches It
is to be feared that some of these collectors
do not meet with the encouragement their
•'labor of love" deserves, but although
many difficulties beset their path they are
nblo to show that much good can l>e done
by perseverance. This year they have been
Instrumental In collecting /tjo towards the
Victorian Mission Funds

In f unner years ii I’®3 been the custom to
entertain the delegates visitor* free cl
charge, but (mainly owing to iCc difficulty
experienced at the prc.mt time in C?'*'^1*
Ing the nr a -vary mean >) they has e dedaej
to main a small charge lor refreshments I
Wc orc lute that the brethren will be
pleased to hear that tho si.tcn will them­

selves take the catering not only on Good
Friday, but also on Saturday

The hearty thanks of the Conference are
due to them for their kindly and practical
help at all times.

Moved by Bro. C. W. Mitchel)
and seconded by Bro. Jennings, that
the clause relating to the Sisters'
Conference be adopted. This was
carried by acclamation.

5. QUEENSLAND FLOODS
As you are aware early last month one of

the most disastrous floods that has ever
been experienced in these colonies occurred
in Queensland, A telegram reached us on
the 20th Feb. to the effeift that some of our
brethren were in great distress, and that
there was urgent need of prompt assistance
being rendered At once appeals were sent
to all the churches in the colony, and the
rcsixmsc has been most gratifying. Within
a fortnight over £100 was received by our
treasurer and forwarded to Queensland,
while other sums were remitted direct.
The total amount remitted up to date of
closing this report was £132 4s But a full
account will be presented to Conference by­
Bro. Thurgood. We are sure that this
Conference will express its deepest sym­
pathy with their suffering brethren in
Queensland.

Bro. W. C. Thurgood read the
balance-sheet relating to the Queens­
land Floods, and stated that he had
a balance of £30 17s. ad. in hand,
and as he had been informed that
the Brethren had received sufficient
funds for their needs, and wanted to
know what he should do with the
balance.

Bro. A. Shaw said that as the
money had been collected for a
special purpose, he did not see that
it could be used in any other way,
and therefore moved the balance be
sent to Queensland, seconded by­
Bro. D. A. Ewers, and carried. The
total amount collected by Victorian
Churches was about £ 180.

6. CITY OFFICE AND LENDING
, LIBRARY.

Shortly after List Conference an oppor-
(unity presented Itself of obtaining n ccn.
tral office. 117 Swanston-st , on very
reasonable terms In fact the office has
been practically rent free during the year
as the email amount paid for rent is re'
funded by way of contributions to the
fund. The office has been found most con­
venient for the transaction of Conference
business, sale of Hymn Books. Ac

At the suggestion of Bro. Bryant and
principally through his efforts, a free lend-
Ing library has been established at the
ol-l.C45, a,rcaJy contains too volumes
which are to be lent to any members of the
Church of Christ. Further donations of
books arc solicited, and may be sent either
to Bro Bryant or the Conference Secre­
tary

Moved by Bro. Bardwell, and
seconded by Bro. Tully, that clause
6 be adopted. Carried,

In connection with the Lending
Library, Bru. Bryant made an ap­
peal tj lh<-‘ brethren for donations of
books.

7. THANKS
The churches al Swanston and Lygon-st.

have again most liberally placed their
buildings at the disposal of the brethren for
various meetings in connection with the
Conference during the year, and the audi­
tors, Brethren I Barnacle and A. E. Illing­
worth have audited the accounts In a most
satisfactory manner To these churches
and brethren the best thanks of the Con­
ference are due.

In conclusion we acknowledge our deep
gratitude to the Heavenly Father for Hi*
guidance and blessing, and sincerely hope
and pray that the year upon which we ore
entering may be one fraught with many
happy- results to the glory of God and His
Son. |csus Christ.

On behalf of the Executive Committee,
G. B. Moysey, President.
M McLellan, Secretary.

The clause relating to “ Thanks"
was adopted by acclamation.

HOME MISSIONARY COM-
MITTEE'S REPORT.

In the Good Providence of God we are
enabled to present the Conference with a
report of work done during the past
year, a report which wc think, all thing*
considered, shows that good progress has
been made.

1. W. D. LITTLE.
In May 1891, Bro. Little commenced

pioneer work in the town of Echuca. At
that time there were six brethren, constitu­
ting the nucleus of a church. Since then
he has laboured almost continuously In
Echuca. occasionally visiting churches in
the outlying districts, principally Kyabram,
Fcrnihurst. and Yorrawalla. The member­
ship Is now 31.

In the town of Echuca tho cause may be
said to have attained a permanent footing,
and it will now Im- for the Conference to say
whether a circuit should be formed em­
bracing a larger area Under " Future
Work' a suggestion will be found, which,
if carried into effect, will l»o the mean* of
assisting some churches already in exist­
ence and probably opening up some now
and desirable fields of labor.

During the year Bro Uttic has delivered
194 addresses, baptised 7, and added 5,
who had been formerly immersed.

1 lie clause relating to Bro. \V. IL
Littles work was adopted. Bro.
Little spoke of the work he had been
doing during the past year. He was
strongly in favor of the Circuit
system, and would urge its adoption
where possible. He was sure that if
this method was generally carried
out that it would be the best means
for stopping the leakage in country
districts.

a W. W. TOMLINSON
bince last Conference Bro Tomlinson h—4

iKcn engaged in the Wimmera district,
more particularly that part near the S A
{•order Hi-, principal field* of labor have
been Kaniva, Lilllmur. Yanlpy. Dinyarrak.
Buny p. Mundella. Yanac N. and Lccor He
has also given some time to the churchc* al
• ordertoun, Milliccnt, and Ludndalc. b A
Hl* circuit |s n xrr.. CUcDshc onc nccc*al-
taring continual riding from place to phu*

1 \ $X)nscnl “I the brethren in hi*
district, our brother gave a two wedi'd vlrit
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to WarrAcknabc.nl and Galaquil, where his
services were much appreciated.

A church was organised by him at North
Yanac, near Kaniva. where there is con­
siderable interest manifested in the plea for
a return to primitive Christianity.

During the year he has had the following
additions—24 by faith and baptism; 10
formerly immersed. Total 34. Addresses
delivered, 15:.

The clause relating to Bro. Tom­
linson's work was adopted. Bro.
Tomlinson spoke of the importance
of the Wimmera district as a Mis­
sion field. He said that some of his
brethren did not agree with his
methods of work, but he would re­
mind them that he was engaged in
frontier warfare, and therefore he
required to adopt those tactics that
were most suitable to the condition
of things. He thought that the
past year's work must be regarded
as satisfactory when all things were
considered.

Bro. Joliet said that it was the
desire of the district that Bro. Tom­
linson be sent back to Kaniva.

3, G. II. BROWNE.
During the early portion of the Confer­

ence year, Bro. Browne continued his
labors in that portion of the Wimmera
known .11 the Honham distridl, comprising
Horsham, I’olkcmmctt, Wonwondah, Mur­
ton. Loen. Minyip. and Mount Pleasant,
taking these places in turn.

In July last the committee hearing that
a few brethren were meeting for worship in
the •• M.illic " district, between Warrackna-
beal and Beulah, at once sent Bro Browne
there on a visit for one month (with the
sanilton of the churches In hi# own district)
The month’s labors resulted in 15 being
added by faith anil baptism, and the forma­
tion of the Galaquil church.

The brethren at Warr.icknabc.nl and
Galaquil at once promised the mm of £59
if we could send them evangelistic help up
to this Conference The committee de­
cided upon sending Bro Browne to their
aid. and he has continued with them since,
excepting when relieved by other preaching
brethren

As Bra Browne’s absence from his usual
’’circuit " was beginning to !«• felt, three of
the city churches very kindly granted the
services of their evangelists so as to assist
in carrying ou the work, viz , Swanston-st.
Cheltenham, and Ascot Vale To these
churches, and also to Bros. A M. I.udbrook,
G B Moysey, A B. Maston. and J. Pitt­
man. the beit thanks of the Conference are
due.

With the aid of these brethren, and also
by utilising Bro Tomlinson and McLellan’s
services, we have been enabled to continue
the good work almost without interruption,
and without engaging another preacher

Bro Browne has delivered 126 discourses.
baptised s’i. added i’j, formerly immersed.
and restored, 2, total 56 Churches organ-
ived. two. viz, Galaquil and Bangcxang.

The clause relating to Bro. Browne
was adopted.

Bro. Browne supplemented the
the report by saying that h< dr ired
to sneak of th< tioblf work done by
two brethren who formerly belonged 

to the Brunswick Church. These
two brethren having found work in
Galaquil, met on the Lord's day in
their tent and endeavored to find
others of a like faith ; they succeeded
and soon had a little church of nine
members. They then applied to the
Committee for help, and as a result
he (Bro. Browne) was instructed to
go to their help, the result being
that now there was a Church of 38
members.

Bro. Maston spoke of the difficult
nature of the country, but notwith­
standing its drawbacks, he regarded
it as a good field for preaching, in
fact the richest and most promising
in the colony. He thought that no
sacrifice could be too great to send
the Gospel to the people in that dis­
trict.

Bro. White, one of the two who
first met in the tent at Galaquil, was
invited by the President to address
the meeting. In a few words he
spoke of the starting of the cause.
He said he was no speaker, but he
did what he could, and the blessing
was from the Lord.

Bro. Watson of Galaquil said their
desire was that Bro. Browne should
be sent back to them as early as
possible.

4 W.T. CLAl’HAM.
For rhe first two months of the Confer­

ence year the work at Corowa and Wall-
Kuns ah was carried on by supplies from
Melbourne, when it wai found necessary to
engage an evangelist to be located in that
imj»rtant di'trid. Bro. W. T Clapham.
who had for many years zealously labored
with the churches in and around the city,
being available for the position, an engage­
ment wm entered upon, commencing the
first Lord's day in June From that
day until now our brother has con­
tinued his labours under the committee.
preaching at Corowa, Ix>wer Corowa, Gum-
bargana, and West Chlltcrn. During the
tlmr Bro Clapham has been in this district
considerable progress has been made, and
the total mcmbcr.hin has Increased from 42
to 80 Number of discourses delivered 149
Baptisms, 19; formerly immersed, 5 ; total

The clause relating to Bro. Clap­
barn was adopted.

Bro. Clapham saiti that on arriving
at Corowa things were not quite as
prosperous as he could wish, but he
was glad to say that matters had
considerably improved. After speak­
ing on the subject of “ leakage"
and tho best way of stopping it, he
n fi ned to the fact that they hail
succeeded in erecting a nice little
Chapel, and thia was done mainly
by the exertions of Brcthrt n Johnson
and Merit y. 11c also urged the im­
portance of Sunday School work
and the ji’. cis: rt> of Home \ Lil air.11.

Bro. Johnson of Corowa staled 

that the Church had unanimously
decided to request the Conference to
give them the services of Bro. Clap­
ham for the present year.

5. M. McLELLAN.
As in former years, our Secretary hx<i

been occupied in rhe capacity of financial
agent and evangelist. In attending to the
finances during the year a rather difficult
task lay before him. The fact that the past
year has been one of unprecedented depres­
sion made it harder to collect money, co the
Committee determined that the greatest
economy should be observed: and It may
be said that by utilising to the bc.t cur
available resources, the work of an extra
preacher has l>ecn done during tho past six
or seven months The fact that our finances
are so satisfactory at the clow of the year
bears testimony to the efficient manner in
which Bro. McLellan has attended to the
financial part of his duties. His labors ns
evangelist have also been utilised as much
as possible. He has been preaching all the
year at a number of places, but principally
at the following:—Corowa. Brighton, North
Carlton. Yarrawonga. St. Hilda, Croydon.
Williamstown, Galaiiuil, Horsham, Pol-
kemnictt and South Melbourne. He his
delivered >00 addresses, and had tfiadditlcns
by faith and immersion

The clause relating to Bro.
McLellan’s work was adopted.

Bro. McLellan referred to the
preaching services he held at Yarra­
wonga, and the great stir created in
the township by the baptism which
took place in the river, fully 700
persons being present to witness the
ceremony. He thought that Yarra-
wonga should he added to the Corowa
circuit. He also spoke of his work
in other parts, and expressed satis­
faction that the financial part of his
duties had been successful, and that
the year closed with a small surplus.

Bro. Wiseman in moving the
adoption of the clause relating to
Bro. McLellan, spoke of the good
work done by Bru. McLellan. The
motion was seconded by Bro. Phil­
lips, who spoke of the good work
done in Yarrawonga. Bro. Walker
also spoke of the aid rendered by
Bro. .McLellan to the Church at
Williamstown.

6 SUMMARY
The foregoing epitome of the year's work

dent- by the preachetv his been prepared
with .11 much brevity as txr.-.ible. ai it 11 

WarrAcknabc.nl
Warr.icknabc.nl
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practical method of supplying the country
churchci with laborers. Wo take the
liberty of making the following suggestions.
as being most likely to lend to the best
results.

(:) THE WIMMEJIA DISTRICT.
A. Including Horsham. Murton. Won-

uondah, Laen, Polkemmctt. Minyip. etc
B. Including Kaniva. Lillimur, Border­

town. Dinyarrak. etc.
The churches in these two distrids have

formed themselves into a Conference, frorft
which has sprung the Wimmcra United
Evangelistic bund During the past two
years £150 per year has been contributed
towards the support of two evangelists
For the coming year the sum of £154 14s
has been promised. These are large and
productive fields, and at the present time
much care is required in the up-building of
the brethren, so that strong, self-reliant
churches may be formed. It therefore
teems very desirable that two preachers, as
heretofore, should lie located in these
distrids.

(-•) "MALLEE” DISTRICT
This includes Warracknabeal, Galaquil,

Beulah, Bangcrang and Hopctotin. and is a
part of the great Wimmcra district. The
projxrsed circuit, which is about 50 or fx>
miles in eitcnt. with towns at easily acces­
sible distances from each other, could l>e
profitably worked by an energetic evan­
gelist.

This is one of the most profitable fields in
the colony, and will probably give a rich
return for labor expended. Up to the date
of preparing this report the sum of £65 had
been promised towards the support of an
evangelist during the coming year. As
there is still a part of the district from
which we exped further promises, we may
reasonably assume that about £80 will be
contributed And the Committee would
recommend that if this sum can be promised
a preacher should be loci ted in this distrid.

(3 ) conowA DISTRICT.
This circuit embraces Corona. Wahgun-

yah, West Chiltcrn and Gombargana, and
is neatly forty miles in extent.

During the past year good progress has
been made numerically, and at Corowa they
have crcded a commodious meeting house.
The brethren in this distrid have renewed
their offer to contribute £100 for the next
year.

(4 ) ECIIVCA DISTRICT
The cause being now firmly established

in the town of Echuca, it is considered by
the Committee that an effort should be
made to form and work a circuit extending
from Ivyabram in the cast to Wedderbum
on the west, a distance of 100 miles. The
churches within this radius in connection
with which work may be regularly carried
on, are Wedderhurn (6y members). Ferni-
hunt (22). Yarr.va.dla (7), Echuca (31),
Kyabrani (1 j) We believe that the breth­
ren in these places are prepared Io con­
tribute liberally to the funds, and there can
be 110 question that the didrid is well de­
serving id much needed help

(5) OTHER Fit'Ll)!).
The Committee realise that there arc a

number of churches in countrv districts not
far distant from Melbourne tfi.it might be
a-listed with evangelistic help, and it Is
suggested that during the next year the
rj.rviccs of the Conference secretary lx-
util Ex-1 in visiting such churchi v with a
view to tendering them .rd.-.lance in propa­
gating tin-. Gn-pcl Thh has to some extent
lx-cn done in the p.v.t. but it is considered
that the work in this direction might be
greatly extended.

(6.) IS THIS WORK PRACTICABLE?
In regard to the foregoing sketch rt Future

Work, it will be noticed that the proposal
to send a preacher to the Mallee really
means the engagement of an extra evangelist
during the coming year, and it is for the
Conference to consider whether this will be
possible at the present jundure The Com­
mittee think that the most urgent field, and
the one likely to give the largest return for
labor expended, is that of the Mallee, and in
the event of the Conference deeming it im­
possible to engage another preacher for the
present, it seems to us that one of two
courses should be followed—either the con­
templated work in the proposed Echuca
circuit should be deferred, or a preacher
from the "A” portion of the Wimmcra
should be transferred to the Mallee distrid.

Having thus placed the question of future
work before Conference, the Committee
earnestly requests that it receive the best
attention of the brethren assembled, so that
the next Missionary Committee may be
advised as to the best course to adopt under
the circumstances.

Clause 1 to 5 in Future work were
adopted.

Clause 6—" Is the work practic­
able ? "—was dealt with separately.
Bro. Mftslon.in moving the adoption
of Clause 6, said that he was present
at the Witnmera Conference, and
that he understood that if it was not
possible to put three men in the
Witnmera district, they would be
willing to do without an evangelist
in A district.

Bro. C. H. Martin moved, and
Bro. Way seconded, that Clause 6
be referred to the consideration of
the incoming Committee.

8 CHURCH AID
There are nine churches on the " Church

Aid " Plan, viz., Brighton, Broadmeadows,
Croydon. Footscray. Geelong, Poscocvale,
South Melbourne. St Kilda and Williams­
town. As these churches have been
supplied during the year by the voluntary
services of brethren, the bc,t thanks of the
Conference arc due to all who have thus
gratuitously given their services. It will be
interesting to note that the number of
baptisms in connexion with the churches
named have been 43 during the year.

Moved by Bro. B. J, Kemp and
seconded by C. H. Martin, that the
clase relating to “ Church Aid " be
adopted, and that the thanks of the
Conference be givento those brethren
who have so nobly assisted in the
work of preaching. Carried.

9 REPORT OF CONFERENCE
PROCEEDINGS

The following recommendation is mode,
to that a proper report of proa edinga of Con­
ference may be obtained •• That the turn of
£ta be voted towards the cost of circulating
a full report of Conference proceedings, in
the pages of the SUaJjiJ and I'icnttr

Resolved that the clause relating
to report of Conference proceedings
lie adopted.

10 ATTENDANCE OF MEMBERS
Record of attendance of members at

Committee meetings held during the year
- Number of meetings held. 13 G. B

Moysey. 10; A. H. Bryant, ro; W. C
Thurgood, it. M. McLellan, 12: A. M
Dryden, to. F. G Dunn, 12: W. T.
Clapham. 2 (resigned); C. G. Lawson, 11;
I. E. Laing. 12. A. Shaw, 11; A. B.
Mas ton, 11 ; W C Craigie, to.

On behalf of the Missionary Committee.
G B. Moysey, President.
M. McLellan. Secretary.

The Missionary Committee's Re­
port as a whole was then adopted.

HYMN BOOK PUBLISHING
COMMITTEE.

We arc pleased to be able to report that
the Hymn Book is still in demand. Since
the book was first published about 7600
books have been sold. The liabilities have
been reduced by £150 during the year, and
our present assets now amount to £40 over
the liabilities We beg to submit the fol­
lowing proposals for your adoption ;—

1st. That as we understand some of our
Queensland brethren have had their hymn
books destroyed through the late disastrous
floods we recommend that the committee
be authorised to donate 50 cloth books to
be distributed amongst those brethren who
have suffered in this resped.

2nd. We suggest that a redudlon be made
in the prices as followsCloth covers,
formerly 26. now to be 1/9, Roan covers,
(stiff boards.) formerly 3/6, now to be $'•.
The limp morocco to remain as before,
viz., 4,6.

We believe these recommendations arc
justifiable, as we exped before next Confer­
ence to entirely liquidate our liabilities.

The Austral Publishing Company having
accepted our terms for printing and binding
arc doing the work in a most creditable
manner, and we arc sure that in every
resped we will have a belter book than
before.

Appended Is a statement of receipts and
expenditure for the year.

F. G Dunn 1 Hymn Book
J E Laing, M A Publishing
11 W. Sinclair ) Committee.

HYMN BOOK ACCOUNT.
RECEIPTS.

To Balance, 1892 .. ..£too 5 l
Accounts coliedcd
onbehalfofThos.
Smith .. .. £38 6 9

Less Commission 316 6

£184 8 8
EXPENDITURE.

By Thomas Smith .. ..£143x0 J
.. Binding ........................ 24 7 8
.. Postage ........................ 3 18 6

Printing ........................ 270
,, Carriage ., ., ’* 1 18 6
>. Stationery .. 1 to 3
,, Advertising .. ,, 150
„ Insurance on Stereos, etc .. o 17 6
„ Sundries ........................ o 11 *1
.. Exchange ., .. ’. o 5 o

Balance, Cash in Bank .. 3 17 x

Audited and found corrcd.
- >>ah:.aci e, a 1 a V.i . 1 ,|ui A E. Illingworth, ( Auditor*

(hi the mutton of Bro. Huntsman,
sum., the Hymn Book Publishing
Committee i» Report was adopted.
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ISOLATED BRETHREN.
Soon after List Conference we had a

number of information papers printed, and I
sent them to the secretaries of all the .
Victorian churches. This resulted in no
names and addresses being returned to us
Wo then wrote letters, enclosing our "trad
for the isolated,” to all these, and received I
replies from ao only. At the beginning of
present year Mrs. Pittman sent, on behalf of
the sisters, an a'mnnac. Scripture reading
card and a New Year's card to a., isolated
sisters, and received but few acknowledg­
ments. These fads arc by no means
encouraging. They indicate a great lack of
interest in spiritual things on the part of the
great majority of isolated ones.

In two or three places we found there
were disciples living within meeting distance
of each other. These we tried to induce to
meet for the breaking of bread, but we have
not heard of any afting on our advice.
There are several brethren so circumstanced
at Ararat, Stawell and Boort. The few
brethren at Beulah and Hopctoun meet
occasionally at Galaquil.

We are pleased to state that the replies
which came to hand were of the most hope­
ful character. Our communications were
highly appreciated, and great heart-yearn­
ings for Christian society and fellowship
pervaded them all. Many of these isolated
ones will doubtless drift away into the seds
Most of them attend their services at
present where practicable

J. and L. Pittman.
Bro. J. Pittman, speaking to the

report, said that it could not be
regarded as an inspiring one; but
the work done would not be in vain.
as some were encouraged, am!
appreciated the interest manifested
in their welfare. He therefore felt
encouraged to go on with the work.
The lack of interest displayed by
many isolated brethren went to show
that they had not been properly
impregnated with the principles of
our movement, as when they became
separated from their brethren they
seemed to lose their sense of respon­
sibility.

Bro. W. T. Clapham also spoke
to the question, and urged the
necessity of proper oversight in the
churches.

On the motion of Bro. Jennings
the report in reference to Isolated
Brethren was adopted.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
President :

Bro. A. H. Bryant.
Vice-President :

Bro. C. G. Lawson.
Secretary:

Bro. M. McLellan.
Assistant • Secretary :

Bro. R. Lyall.
Treasurer:

Bro. W. C. Thvrgood.
Home Missionary Committee:

Brethren Maston, Dunn, Shaw,
Laing, Ewers, Craigic, and WiEon.

Foreign Missionary Committee :
Brethren F. Ludbrook, Thurgood,
Laing, Wm. Wilson; and Sisters
Maston. Huntsman & McCoughtry.

Temperance Committee :
Brethren Ferd. Pittman, McClean,

Millis, Barnacle, Lewis, Phillips
and Edwards.

Bro. B. Huntsman, junr., was
appointed to preach the next Con­
ference Sermon.

Bro. J. K. Hcnshclwood was ap­
pointed Essayist for next year.

SUNDAY SCHOOL WORK.

SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION of
the CHURCHES of CHRIST

in VICTORIA.
It is with pleasure that «e submit a brief

report of another year's work in connexion
with the Union.

It was formed in iSSi for the purpose of
stimulating the brethren to greater effort in
the carrying out of Sunday-school work,
and has now been established 12 years,
during which time the objects it was in­
tended to accomplish have been kept well
in view. As a body the Union has gradually
grown, beginning with a membership of 8,
it has now 23 schools on the roll, being an
increase of 2 since last report, viz., Rich­
mond (Coppln-strcct). and Minyip, the
latter being tne tint country school to re­
spond to our invitation to become members
with us.

During the year we have endeavoured to
embrace the country schools in the Union,
as we believe that wccan be helpful to them
In many ways They may participate in
our annual examination and thereby in­
crease the Interest of the scholars in the
study of the lessons.

While the work of the year has been uf
an culinary chara/ler, it has nevertheless
been interesting, the meetings have been
well attended, and much interest evinced in
all matters tending to benefit the schools
In order to bring the teachers and scholars
into closer contact with each other, social
re-unions are occasionally held, and phase s
of the work considered ; schools are visited,
and an examination held annually for prizes
and certificates.

It Is encouraging to know that the schools
of the Union arc in good working order.
satisfactory results being obtained in reward
for the labors expended in tho noble work
of teaching the young. From the returns
sent in and presented at the last annual
meeting, the number of scholars attending
the rehools totalled 2967, being an increase
of 592 over the preceding year, while 122
were added to the church.

We pray that our heavenly Father will
richly bless our work, and hope that
through the agency of the Sunday school,
many scholars will bo brought to a know­
ledge of the truth as it h in Jesus

A. R Lyall,
Sec SSL'

Bro. A. K. Lyall read the clause
relating to the Sunday School Union,
and referred to the progress made
by the Union, making special men­
tion of the service s rendered by Bro.
A. E. Illingworth while acting a.
secretary. He further dwelt upon 

the importance of the Sunday School
in relation to the Church.

Bro- A. E. Illingworth spoke of
the value of the Sunday School
Union, and urged the Country Sun­
day Schools to become associated
with the Union, and trusted that the
delegates would do what they could
irrthis direction.

A Paper was read by Bro. A. H.
Bryant, entitled:—
■HOW TO RETAIN OUR SENIOR

SCHOLARS."
Tho lime nt my disposal being limited to

twenty minutes, makes it imperative that I
shall express in as concrete a manner as
possible what 1 have to say on this interest­
ing topic That the question is an urgent
one. no one having any acquaintance with,
or interest in our 1 .ord's day schools, will
deny. Its solution has taxed to the utmost
the ingenuity of teachers, and caused super­
intendents many a sleepless night 1 am
not presumptuous enough to suppose that to
mo belongs the golden key that can unlock
the secret Ollier mid wiser heads than
mlno have attempted to solve the difficulty
and foiled ; I cannot surely do any worse
than that, and 1 am ambitious enough to
hope that 1 may do better Nothing is
more disappointing and depressing to the
conscientious Sunday School worker, than
to find the scholars on whose religious edu­
cation he lias expended much time and
labor, and from whom good things were ex­
pelled. slipping away out ul Ids hands al
the very juncture when results were just
becoming visible, and hopes were being
indulged that they might soon confess and
obey Jesus Christ Any remedy therefore.
Ih.it can be proposed to slop these
secessions, should be gladly welcomed by
us. Of course it cannot Ik1 c-sjrcCted. and it
would be i<llo to hope, that a/.’ cur senior
scholar--, will remain in the schools in which
they have bv.n brought up Wc could cut
witnout some extraordinary preparations,
accommodate them all

Removals from one district to another
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single. More attention should also be
devoted to the arrangement of the classes in
their order of seniority, for carelessness in
this respefl is a fruitful source of mischief
and loss to a school. Elderly scholars draw
a rigid and defined line between childhood
and youth, and nothing injures their feelings
more than to be regarded and treated as
children They have decided objedions
against being put upon the same level with
those younger in years and shorter of
stature than themselves, and rather than
appear contentious or be thought proud by
stating this objection, simply retire from the
school Let the elder scholars sit apart as
far as possible from the others during nil
the exercises of the school, and let them
always be addressed, both in the class-room
and front the platform, in a manner different
from the rest: such as " Young men and
young women," "Young gentlemen and
young ladies": but never as "Children "
I bis may appear to some of us a trilling
matter, but attention to little details of this
sort will go a long way towards solving the
problem before us.

Of course I go upon the assumption that
every school that wishes to retain its senior
scholars has one or more Bible classes, into
which at the right moment they may be
drafted. Thu school that is minus of these
will not need to know my suggestions for
retaining them, for the sufficient reason
that they will have none of them to retain.
A uell-conduricd Bible class will have
plenty of freedom, and as little as possible
of stiffness and formality in it. Its presi­
dent will not monopolise all the time to
himself, but will induce the members to
take some other part besides merely listen­
ing The Bible class may be aptly termed
the harvest field of the school ; it is just
here that the school joins hands with the
church, and it is here. too. that we have the
training ground of teachers, the place where
senior scholars may confirm their convic­
tions, and get a firmer grasp of truth. I.ct
the members of this class nave some work
given them to do It will deepen their
Interest In and nffedion for the school, to be
allowed occasionally, if they are Christian*;.
to perform some of the duties of their
teachers, such as opening or cloving the
school, offering prayer at the beginning or
end of class, and introducing by short papers
or brief addresses the subjects to be studied.
Little bits of work, such as looking up
absent scholars, and visiting the sick and
distresurd of the school, will greatly conduce
to their retention.

There might be In the school a choir com-

Pried of these senior scholars, whose duty
should lx* to lead the hymns, and carry

out the musical arrangements of every
public entertainment held under the auspices
of the school In the cause both of mis­
sions, home and foreign, and of temperance,
their services on the Sunday, and during
the week might be enlisted : while the cause
of the tx«r by the establishment <4 Dorcas
or needle societies, will furnish employment
for the willing hands of the female scholars
’1 hr r arc all desirable and essential putts
of Sunday school work, and the sooner that
we include them in our curriculum the
better the hold we -hall get upon our
u holars Such nuslliark 1 should be supcr-
vi t >1 by the oliicer * of the t.chool and the
members of tho churth only from a dis­
tance . better far that these k< t p themselves
cut cl i-ight, and entrust the c!d< r scholars
with th* ir management Whenever work
ol any kind «an be imposed on the t-miur
scholars it should Ik* done, and must be
dutiU if they arc to be retained.

Meetings of one kind or another should
be held among them every week; the
teachers can then meet with them, and. if
they care to do so. can supplement in
an effedive manner the work ol the Lord s
day. Why should a teacher’s influence
with his class be confined to the one or two
hours conversation with them on the Sun­
day ? The dangerous influences of a god­
less world surround them all the week.
They are, whilst pursuing their daily avoca­
tions, in constant peril of retrograding
from the principles which on Sundays wc
labor to instil into their minds, hence the
special need of frequent contact with
them during every week ; we will thus con­
vince them of our interest in their welfare,
and perhaps induce them to make confidants
of us, and allow us to see into some of
the temptations and difficulties that beset
their every day life. These meetings need
not always be of a stririly devotional kind.
if they are of a high moral character, and
have as their ulterior object the improve­
ment of the mind, they will do as much,
and probably even more good than if they
are wholly religious

There should be no lack of week evening
free entertainments; these will keep the
scholars from strolling about the streets in
search of society and questionable pleasure.
Classes may ai>o be formed for the study of
languages, and some of the arts and sciences,
teachers for which could doubtless be found
in sister schools, if not in our own

Christian Evidences or the Principles and
Practices of the Church of Christ would
form appropriate and inexhaustible themes
for address some evening every week, before
the senior scholars, by the preacher or the
superintendent of the school. But it may
l>c replied that the young folk have no liking
for tuition upon these subjects: that they
have voter’ them dry and uninteresting, and
would not' be likely to give them their
patronage; that is rather a terious indict­
ment against our schools, but apart from
that. I don't believe it true If our work in
the school has been at all successful, and
we believe it has, many of our scholars will
have grown up with a desire to know more
of these glorious realities connected with
the Christian faith We have a right to
expect this result from our labours, and
should provide for it accordingly.

If there be in the church, as in every
church there ought to be. a Young People’s
Christian Endeavor Society, the senior
scholars should be prevailed upon to take
membership in It, for they will there l>c
brought into constant communion with
tome of the most earnest and spirituallv-
minded young people in the church, and
find spheres ol usclulnesa for the exercise oi
every talent which God has given them
Properly worked and strongly supported by
the church, as they seem hk< ly to lx-, thc.e
Societies of Christian Endeavor, which
have come to the fore so much of late.
should do a great deal towards the settle­
ment of this very question now in review.
Indeed, one might safely venture at far a-,
to say that the Society of ChrLli.au En­
deavor is the golden key that unlocks the
entire difficulty of how the senior scholars
arc to be retained Thia organisation,
which may filly be charactcri . J ai the
greatest and grande ■ t religious invention ol
recent yean, had its origin in the v«ry
problem that v.c arc cow ducusiing Its
founder, Mr 1 L Clarke. gnhing tin
dangerous nature of the gap jhi| cil.t,
bctvv.ctl the rchool and the church, con-
reived the idea ■ f a ir.iniri::-,; ,m msliluti. n
that would icrve as a badge from one to

the other, and across which the scholars
might be easily and safely conduced.
Experience has fully demonstrated the great
utility of his invention.

Of course I am well aware that objections
can be urged against the Young People's
Society of Christian Endeavor, and it will
be just as well for us to remember this fa£),
and be upon our guard against the possible
dangers that may, in time, arise out of it.
Timid souls are even now loud and emphatic
in their predictions that the ultimate issue
of this organisation will be the formation of
a church within the church, the creation of
a party majority, the power of whose vote,
if solidly given, might be sufficient to over­
throw cherished customs and established
usages. but that can be easily enough
averted, if the churches exercise their proper
control over and accord their heartv co-
opcration to the work. There need be no
fridion whatever between the two institu­
tions, and there will be none if both are
strictly attentive to their respedive duties,
and pursue with godly zeal the Christlike
aims which they have in view, and which
in their essential features arc about iden­
tical

So far then from regarding this new
movement w ith suspicion or with feelings of
hostility, the churches. 1 should say, ought
to rejoice exceedingly to know that at last
after the lapse of so many years, during
which, through need of better or more
systematised organisation, their losses of
young people have been something enor­
mous and appalling, a means has been
evolved by which this escape can be
arre .ted, and this hitherto dormant power be
aroused and directed in channels of use­
fulness. that must, by-and-byc, contribute
to a greater flood tide of both .spiritual and
numerical prosperity throughout the entire
Church of Jesus Christ. The chief advan­
tage of the Endeavor Society, as a means of
retaining our tenior scholars, lies simply in
this, that it gives them something to do
right off It-, motto is " work ” for Christ,
and for Hi’s church. It seeks to bring about
a deeper and fuller condition of spiritual
life, a loftier consecration, a sturdier faith,
and a more courageous and undaunted per*
sonal witness-bearing for the Master. That
it has already, in a fair measure, accom­
plished the*: ends, is evident to myself at
least But leaving all that aside, and
taking the institution at its very lowest
estimate, we can say that if it docs nothing
more than only popularise religion and
religious week-night meetings among the
uprising generation, it will have justified it’
existence as a temporary legitimate ex­
pedient for shielding the young from the
grasp of an infidel and plexsure besotted
world. I commend this organisation there­
fore. because it seems to me to supply
many of the rcrjuircmcnU necessary *n
order to retain to both church and scnocl,
our older scholars.

Passing from that, on which if t>rae
allowed 1 could say a great deal more, there
n yet another question that claims tome
consideration, and that is the matter ol
Recreation, both indoor and out. It is a
very important question and one that needs
to be answered quickly, aa to what extent
the Sunday School should supply
: uivcrinicnd the games and sports of its
i cliours it ls useless for Us to rail again*1
the favorite pastimes of our young people.
because they devote to these more attention
than to the Sunday School, that will
mend the matter We ought ourselves. a*
■ un ity S* h<rt.| t. long ago to have taken in

| h-uid the catering (or thia natural demand,

ChrLli.au
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instead of leaving it to the world to supply.
Experience has taught us tint the Urge
majority of those of our senior scholars who
break away from us, do so because of the
seductive influences of their worldy pleasures
and amusements. No.vv we claim that the
pleasures of this world that arc pleasures
indeed, are properly speaking, forChristlans
alone; wo have not as-ailed ourselves of this
right but handed over their supervision
almost entirely to the world, with the result
that our young people go back again into
the world to obtain them

Of course there arc somo games and
amusements that we ought never to take
beneath our fostering care; they are too
closely associated with vice, and invariably
lead their participants astray. But what
should hinder us from having in connection
with each one of our schools a cricket.
croquet, tennis, and even football club; a
gymnasium, and a chess and draughts associ­
ation ? These, with others that might be
mentioned, would meet the physical re­
quirements of both sexes. Depend upon it.
we shall be the more likely to retain our
senior scholars the more we try to meet
their various needs; and when they mu that
we are interested in their physical welfare,
they will be doubly assured of our sincerity
in seeking their spiritual good Let the
Sunday school, then, be the centre to which
the scholars shall look for all their ncccv-ary
recreation during the week. Let all these
organisations be under the supervision and
control of its officers, and the dangerous
elements that now exist, and that are the
means of alienating so many from us, will
be removed. We shall thus protect our 1
scholars from the contaminating influence. |
of the world, and bring them into the purer
and more wholesome atmosphere of a
Christian society; and doing this we will
have taken at least one rffedive step iu the
diredionof proving what we so often assert.
and they arc so slow to believe, namely, that
Christianity h not the moro-e, un’^ciable
and effeminate thing which the worldling
represents it as being . that it dues net
curtail the lawful pica >urcs and enjoy tntnts
of any one; but that, on the contrary.
Christ s people may be. and in reality arc
the hapnic-.t people alive

Now 1 must ask ymt to ponder carefully
these few suggestions that 1 have made I
could more easily have occupied my time
by indulging in sentimental talk and vague
generalities, to which everyone present
would have nodded full as.-xmt.but and at the
risk of being adv crscly criticised and even
condemned, 1 have cno-en instead to lock
thia question fairly in the face, and to state
just as tersely aa 1 could, the remedies that
tn my judgment will meet the case. It ia
for you to say whether they arc of any
value cr not. There is no use disguising
the fail that hitherto cor schools have
failed-to keep their senior scholars; they
have left us and gone back into the world ;
and what boa been will continue to be.
unless some fresh measures arc devised to
prevent it The instruction imparted on the
Lord's day may ba of the licit, and may be
appreciated by them, but experience has
demonstrated that that link al. :>:• i* tut
sufficiently strong to hold them: oth.-r links
mart lx? added, new methods hiu.t lie trial

Wo must adjust, readjust, and adapt our
plans, until wc havetlisawere 1 that which
test suits the particular nrr.h and < ircum-
ttar.ee> cf to-day Our school sji:< m. pr:
feet as it has sometime 1 appeared to u» t •
be (and perfect It certainly is in c.unj aru n
with thoac systems that obtalnc 1 in ll.«
earlier history of the work), has proved iti-cll 

to be inadequate to enlist the sympathy of
our elder pupils, and to retain them when
they arc advancing in years, and settling
dow n to the sterner realities and more trying
disappointments and hardships of life. Be
it ours then, beloved fellow-workers, to set
ourselves resolutely to the task of finding
at once, somewhere and somehow, a method
by which this dreadful leakage may be
stopped.

I he following brethren spoke to
the paper by Bro. Bryant, viz.:—
j. K. Henshelwood, 11. J. Kemp,
saac Selby, Boshcr, Morrison, A.;

R. Lyall, J. C.Dickens, senr., C. G.
Lawson.

The discussion was a very lively
one, anti most of the speakers while
appreciating Bro. Bryant’s paper,
did not seem to think that Bro.
Bryant had solved the problem.

A vote of thanks was given to
Bro. Bryant.

AN ADDRESS RY URO. k•'. PITTMAN! “HOW
BEST TO INCREASE THE EFFICIENCY

OF OUR COUNTRY SCHOOLS.”

He showed that in the town,
where there arc many Sunday
schools, a considerable number of
the scholars were added to the
church ; but in the country, where
there arc comparatively few schools,
there were coriespondingly fewer
additions from the ranks of the
young people. Bro. Pittman dwelt
upon the difficulties attending school
work in the country, and also pointed
out various means by which their
efficiency might be increased. Bro.
Pittman’s address was an excellent
effort, and was listened to with great
interest. He recommended (1) a
closer union between church and
school; (2) distribution of a healthier
literature; (3) the employment of a
S.S. evangelist; (4) that the S.S.
Union popularise its efforts by ex­
tending its efforts into the country.
The address was splendidly given
and well received.

Mrs. Clapham, the superintendent
of the Corowa Sunday school, made
a few excellent remarks.

SATURDAY’S SESSION.
The Conference re-assembled on

Saturday morning, and after devo­
tional exercises the business of the
Conference was proceeded with.

TEMPERANCE COMMITTEE'S
REPORT.

which have exerted widespread Influence for
good throughout the colonies, and have
helped to keep the question of the drink evil
ever before the minds of the brotherhood

Probably the year will beit be remem­
bered as die one in which Her Majesty in
her speech refers to the introduction of a
Direct Veto measure, which Her Majesty's
Ministers in old England are now- presenting
for the sanction of Parliament and the good
of her subjedr. We thank God and take
courage. G U Movshv. President.

The clause relating to the Tem­
perance Committee was adopted.

FOREIGN MISSIONARY COM-
MI TTEE’S REPORT.

Early In the year wo asked tho churches
throughout the colonics to devote one Lord's
day collection to foreign work, an appeal
winch met with a very liberal and gratifying
response

During the twelvemonth we have dis­
tributed carefully some 200 collecting botes
—placed tn the homes of brethren, friends.
and Sunday scholars, with a view- of stimu­
lating interest in the physical and social
welfare of our levs favored fellows in other
lands.

Bro Jno Thompson, of Uuudabcrg, has
visited through our colonies on behalf of
Kanaka mission work to be undertaken in
Queensland without delay The interest in
the inauguration of this movement w as very
widespread, and betoken*.*! successful anil
perm went results ThcGener.il C< mmittcc
(1 <?. the three committee, of N S W.. S A ,
and Victoria) agreed to forward donations
from their treasury as evidence of their
hearty sympathy with the work

Some four cr five brethren have submitted
themselves ai volunteers for the work
abroad—-a very pleasing feature of the
year's history lor one reason arid another.
but principally owing to the inauguration
of the work amongvt the Kanakas, no can­
didate was accepted

Progress is reported from Burda At the
beginning of the y<ar six immersions were
announced with joy The workers have
endured great trial through bodily sicknr s.
and one of their number. Mirs Robinson.
fell asleep in Jesus The remainder u-f the
bard recovering, prosecuted Ihtir Libers
with renewed determination and faith in the
power and ultimate triumph cf the g.::pci
Miss Thompson is naw teaching daily in
the school. speaking in the native l.:g-o
the Word of Life About thirty children
arc now in the orphanage All the m:sun-
ariea declare the outlook was never brighter
and tho staff nev cr as capable su now L.r

ttar.ee
ThcGener.il
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ture for America in August of our Bro. H.
M. Black. Bro. Black was our very
energetic and enthusiastic secretary, and
has been greatly missed in our councils.

The Executive is glad to report a balance
in the hands of their worthy treasurer.
despite the great depression, and calls on
tvcry hand the command " Go into all the
world," has not been forgotten.

In conclusion the Executive would record
their thankfulness to the committees in
South Australia and New South Wales for
their cordial fellowship in the work of the
year, and above all to Almighty God. our
Saviour, for the privilege that has been
theirs in their working together with Him

F. Si Lupijrook, See
The clause relating to the Foreign

Missions Committees Report was
held over till later in the session.

NOTICES OF MOTION.
(1) By the Sisters’ Executive:—

•• That the date of making the Annual
Collection for Home Mission Funds should
be changed from the first lord's day in
January to the first Lord's day in Decent •

This was spoken to by Sisters
Ludbrook, senr., and Pittman, senr.
They pointed out that at New Year
time there are many expenses
connected with the season which
they thought operated against the
giving power of the brotherhood. A
number of brethren spoke to the
motion, when it was resolved—

"That the Annual Collection be taken
up in the City nnd Suburban churches on
the First Lora's day in December, and that
In the Country churches on the First Lord's
day In March."

(2) By the Victorian Biblical In­
stitute :—

" That the Conference recommends the
ViAorian Biblical Institute to the continued
sympathy aud support of the brotherhood,
nnd in particular for the present year, each
church lx; requested to contribute towards
its support, either by special collection or
otherwise "

Bro. J. K. Henshelwood gave an
outline of the work done by the
Biblical Institute, and urged the
Conference to take it under its
auspices.

Bro. W. C. Thurgood, the treas­
urer, presented the balance sheet,
and placed before the meeting the
claims of the Institute upon the
brotherhood.

Bro. Huntsman, junr., one of the
students, also spoke of the good
work done by the Institute, ami
urged its claims.

Bro. J. Barnacle, another student,
supported the remarks of the pre­
vious speakers, aft< r which the notice
of motion was put to the meeting
and carried.

It was further resolved :—
"That a committee of education be ap­

pointed to take charge of the Victorian
Bibl1c.1l Institute to rar e fundi for the edu­
cation of suitable young rncn for usefulness
|n Chinch work; such committee to con-

rist of Bro. Brethren A. Shaw, J. E. Laing,
I. Selby, Huntsman, senr., and W. C.
Craigie."

(3.) By the Wimmera Confer­
ence :—

"The desirability of establishing a fund
for the assistance of infirm and aged
preachers."

Resolved to pass on the next
business.

(4.) By the Church at Kaniva:—
'• That the Conference consider rt a better

means of colleding and more uniform
system of help financially from individual
members of the church."

The proposition did not find a
proposer.

(5.) By the Church, Dinyarrak:—
" That brethren or sisters should not re­

ceive membership with sister churches un­
less letters of transfer are obtained from the
church they have been last meeting with."

This resolution was altered so as to
be prefaced with the words that
"lt.be a recommendation to the
churches to strictly enforce the rule.”
Carried.

Bro, Quilliam.
Bro. Quilliam who had just re­

turned from a visit to Europe, was
heartily welcomed back by the
President, and in a few words spoke
of the work in the Old Country.

THE CONFERENCE SERMON.
On the motion of Bro. A. H.

Bryant, a vote of thanks was given
to Bro. G. B. Moysey for the excel­
lent sermon he delivered on Thurs­
day evening, on the “ Philosophy of

VOTE OF THANKS TO Bro. IJRYDEN.
On the motion of Bro. W. C.

Craigie, a vote of thanks was ten­
dered to Bro. Brydcn for his admir­
able services as assistant secretary
during the past three years.
THANKS TO THE HOME AND FOREIGN

MISSIONARY COMMITTEES.
On the motion of Bro. F.

McClean, a vote of thanks was ten­
dered to the above Committees.
Bro. Dunn acknowledged on behalf
of the Home, and Bro. F. Ludbrook
on behalf of the Foreign Committee.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Bro. I*. M. Ludbrook read the

Foreign Missionary Committee’s
report, and moved its adoption. I le
also read extracts from letters from
India, which spoke hopefully of the
work in Hurda. He said that the
last Committee left these recommen­
dations to their successors(1)
lhat some work be done in connec­
tion with the Chinese in our midst ;
(2) that a mission house be built for
Kanaka work; and (3) that another
missionary Ixj sent to the heathen.

Bro. \V. C. Thurgood seconded
the motion, and after referring to the

work accomplished, he spoke highly
of the services of Bro. F. Ludbrooic
as secretary to the Committee.

The motion was spoken to by
Bros. F. McClean and D. A.Ewers,
after which it was put to the meeting
and adopted.

ZENANA WORK.
A paper on Zenana Work was

read by Miss Laing. This paper
was deeply interesting, and described
very graphically thedisabilitiesunder
which the women of India suffer.

On the motion of Bro. Pittman,
senr., a vote of thanks was given to
Sister Laing.

Bro. Davidson, of the church in
Collingwood, who was intimate with
mission work in India, gave some
interesting details of work in that land.

Recitation.—Sister A. B. Maston
gave a very beautiful recitation
entitled “ The Lord's Prayer."

BRO. A. M. LUDBROOK
Delivered a most interesting address
on the success attending work in the
Foreign Mission fields.

MESSAGE TO GREAT BRITAIN.
On the motion of Bro. Ludbrook

it was resolved—
" That this Conference of Churches of

Christ in Victoria, hereby tenders to the
Churches of Christ in Great Britain, us
hearty congratulations upon the commence­
ment of Foreign Missionary effort, and
trusts that the good work begun will prosper
and increase, and that our heavenly l ather a
blessing may accompany their every en­
deavor to spread abroad n caving knowledge
of the truth in the dark places of the earth

This was seconded by Bro. W.
Wilson, who at the same limegnvea
vigorous address on Tin: commission,
in which he insisted on its wide and
general character, and contended
that a successful church was a
missionary one.

After a vote of thanks to the
President for the excellent manner
in which he had presided, and a few
appropriate words of reply, the singing
of a hymn and the Benediction, the
sessions of 1893 were brought to a close

SUNDAY SCHOOL FESTIVAL.
On Saturday evening, 1st April, a

cantata entitled “ Under the Palms
was rendered. This was under the
auspices of the S.S. Union, and was
splendidly given. There was a
chorus of about 200 voices, under
the leadership of Bro. Ernest Pie­
man ; soprano, Mrs. McClelland.
contralto, Miss H. Dale; tenor, Mr-
S. Pittman ; bass, Mr. J. K. Ferns'.
pianiste, Miss J. Dickens; organist.
Miss M. Benson; violinist, Mr-
Prismall. There was a large audi
cnee, the main hall being crowded.
besides a numlier in the lecture hall
at the rear.
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CONFERENCE ESSAY.
On Tuesday evening, 4th April, in

the Lygon-st. chapel, about 400
assembled to listen to an Essay on
“ Primitive Christianity and Social
Reform,” by Bro. Isaac Selby. Bro.
Bryant occupied the chair, who in a
few-suitable remarks introduced the
essayist. Bro. Selby then delivered his
essay (which appears in this issue).
He was listened to with wrapt
attention during its delivery, and
sat down amid loud applause.

The following brethren took part
in the debate. J. E. Laing who
traversed some of the statements of
the essayist, in which he differed
from him. J. K. Henshelwood who
generally endorsed the sentimentsex-
pressed by the essayist. D. A. Ewers
who dissented from many of the con-
clusionsof Bro. Selby. Bro. Cook who
defended the principles enunciated.

F. G. Dunn who differed con­
siderably from the essayist, and be­
lieved that many Christian philan­
thropists, actuated by Christian
pnnciples, were doing much to
alleviate distress, and provide com­
fortable homes for the toilers.

J. D. Edwards who entirely con­
curred with Bro. Selby’s views.
Bro. Parker who spoke on the nega­
tive. \V. D. Little dissented from
the idea that the scriptures teach that
brethren in Apostolic times were com-
/■dieJ to give all they possessed, allu­
ding to the choice that Ananias had.

Bro. Selby replied to the various
criticisms in a 20 minutes' speech,
reviewing the various points that had
been raised, and maintaining the
principles that he had enunciated in
his paper.

On the motion of Bro. McLellan,
a hearty vote of thanks was accorded
to Bro. Selby. The meeting was
closed by the Chairman pronouncing
the benediction.

----- :o:-----
CONFERENCE ESSAY.

CHRISTIANITY AND SOCIAL
REFORM.

If v.c will but turn our eyes toward the
horizon, and study the signs of the times.
with the same Interest that the mariner
docs the fare of the sky. we cannot Lui to
see the cloud that Ix'.okcns a change in our
social weather The spirit of social unrest
moves upon the face cl the waters, and God
has decreed, There shall lx? light " Social
di-content colours the story of the novelist
the song cf the poet, the theme of the
phi! ivophcr, and the sermon of the thno-
Ic-ian Al! cl?. . di-cu-i it with unction
from the artizan in the w. tkshop to the
stair-man tn th. cabinet Edward Bellamy
and Charles Kingsley introduce it to us ,
u--»-r the p!< .vang gal e of hetioo. Chalk . *
Mali 7 arid Liu Jxtl. Browning singed it (

in inspiriting and pathetic verse. Henry
George and Mauritz Kaufman seek to ex­
plain its cause, and expound its cure in at­
tractive works on Social Science And
Henry Drummond and Hugh Prince Hughes
would banish it by preaching an ethical and
social gospel. Yet still the day seems to
grow darker, and the gathering clouds of
Nihilism, Anarchy, and Ultra Communism
threaten a storm Many no longer pray,
but demand A new life has quickened tn
the womb of futurity, which may be heltx-d
into existence by the kind midwife of Refor­
mation or the tragic nurse of Revolution.

It may be, as the author of " Looking
Backward" suggests, by a gradual moving
forward; or, as the the writer of "Ceasar’s
Column " alfirms, by a French Revolution
the world over. Its course will be deter­
mined by the stand taken by the Christian
world. The question to be settled by man­
kind to-day Is—Which will they have, Jesus
or Barabbas ? Is it to be Christianity, with
its benign system of socialism; or Infidelity,
with a reign of anarchy and terror? I
plead for Christ against Barabbas ; for love
and order against anarchy and hale; for the
application of primitive Christianity to our
social, as wel1 as our dcsotional life. We
proudly boast that wc arc earnestly bent on
re-castmg our religious Institutions in the
mould of apostolic example and precept
If this is carried to its logical enu it will
mean reconstructing society on socialistic
lines A people Christianized is a people
socialized. Wc have commenced the great
work of Restoration with the spiritual side
of man.

Wc arc wisely preaching " Seek ye first
the kingdom of God, and his righteousness."
This is our first step, " the soul of all im­
provement is the improvement of the soul,"
then wc go forward so that all other things
must " lx? added unto us.” The man makes
the community; you cannot have a good
edifice out ot bad bricks. Therefore, wc
commence with character, when men be­
come incarnations of the golden rule, they
will nut only hear the burdens of the
weaker, but they will constitute tbeirsociety
on that principle It seems to me that
Christ cannot come again until happiness is
universal. Says Peter, ••Heaven will re­
ceive Him until the times of the restoration
of all things," therefore until this world is
converted to Eden like felicity, it will nut be
fit to welcome a glorified Saviour. For
when ho comes again, it w ill not be as the
despised and rejected Nazarcne, with no­
where to lay His head, but as the Prince of
Glory, who has put all enemies under His
feet Then a new heaven and new earth
will welcome Him, for His gospel will have
been triumphant This cannot be while the
present social system exists; progress and
poverty cannot be allies in Christ’s king Jam
but enemies If He is to put all enemies
under his feet, then the Jcvil of poverty
must lx? subdued, and a condition 01 society
created in which liberty, fraternity, an I
equality will prevail, In which there will be
neither Jew nor lire-'k. male or female, bond
ar (rec. but in which wc arc all uno in
Christ Jesus

As society :• at present wc wo vast wealth
side by side with the deepest poverty In
Victoria our banks nrc full of money await­
ing investment, our granaries arc overflow- 

known here before. And all this for the
want of Christianity. This is a picture cf
things as they arc. Let me now give you
one of how they should be of Christian
society as it will be when developed on New
Testament lines.

In this new world work will be a duly, no
lazy men or women will be tolerated, he
that docs not work will not cat. this will
apply to all; work Is healthy and stimula­
te the rich, and necessary to the poor. All
men w ill learn a trade, as the Emperors of
Germany have done. A man with an un­
educated body will be as much despised as
one with an uneducated mind The Apostle
Paul is a type of an educated man, his body;
mind, and spirit, were all trained (or the
service of God and man. When men stork
they will cease to steal, for they will have
no need to do so. He that stole will Meal
no more, but will labor with lire hands that
he may base to give to him that needeth
Wc will In those good times need no bank­
ruptcy court, (or wc will "owe no man
anything." Wc will pay as wc go

There will be no public house, fur men
will neither cat flesh nor drink wine, nor du
anything whereby our brother stumblcth,or
is offended, or is made weak. Wine weakens
our brother, imperils his salvation, for no
drunkard can enter Into the kingdom of
heaven. A moral prohibition will be the
outcome of the Christianizing of society
As there will lx? no drunkard, so also there
will be no gambler, no land shark er card
sharper, for they both belong to the same
genus. The gambler takes his profit out of
another's loss, his pleasure out of another’s
pain, and this is alien to the spirit of Christ,
•• Let no man seek bls ow n. but each hi t
neighbor's good "

I believe that there will be no tobacco
smoking In this state Men will lx? above
trifling with their powers in any way.
knowing that their bodies arc the temple* of
the Holy Spirit. Chastity will be a virtue
both In men and women, born not cf a
dread of public opinion, bat of a pure heart
In this clyiium v.c will bear each others
burdens, and there will be no defenceless
women or neglcdcd children, fur every
Christian will be their guardian. keeping tn
sincere memory that pure and undcldcd
religion before God is to visit the widows
and the fatherless

In this new society there will be nene
rich and none poor Our prayer will be,
"Give us this Jay our daily bread." and wc
will trust implicitly the premises cf God,
believing that he who provides fur the birds
of the air. and the flower# cd the field, uill
nut neglect his own children Anxiety fur
things of to-morrow will lx- replaced by
deeper attention to the thing# of to-day W c
will provide lor our ow n. t specially those
of uur own household, else we would be
worse than infidel But wc ihall not lay
up for out'xlvc# treasure*. where moth and
rust doth corrupt, and thieves tweak
through and steal Wc will rather accumu­
late the treasures cf the L: ',d> 71. and tb.'s
equip ourselves for tier . tv C ?,xqumlly
In thiJ c< ming age there utH lx- r. > pant
peled milHwancscr b: • ’ I r 5 .a:.’ •
Min will have neither it. hes er pc-.eny.
but all bo fed as the w?x m said. " with
lucid Convenient ’ f. r th •
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demand. Slate tramways, that can give
decent remuneration to their employe*'
State gasworks, that will not leave the city ,
in darkness, through an industrial war. State
locked rivers that will conserve our water,
and irrigate the country, transforming arid
wildernesses into fertile regions The State
will keep they highways of trade and labor
free, granting equal opportunity in the
struggle for existence to all men It will lie
a terror to evil doers, punishing that it may
reform the criminal and prevent the con­
tinuance of the crime. The Slate will take
care of us and we of it. We will render
unto Cxsar the things that arc his We
will pay tribute to whom tribute is due.
honor to whom honor is due. respecting the
powers that be for they are ordained of
God,

In that millenium of light and love, the
spirit of self-righteousness will lx dead, for
the meek shall inherit the earth Men who
think they stand will take heed lest they
fall. The new and the old commandment.
"Love one another." will be the motto both
of individuals and nations Men will learn
war no more, swords will be beaten into

Cloughshares and spears into pruning
ooks. Right will supersede might, and

production take the place of desolation.
The children will no longer need to sing—

This will not be sung, for there will lie no
King of France, and no Pope of Rome We
will call no man master, and no priest
father, but we will honor all men, and
recognise all Christians as priests of God.
When the spirit of Christ thus dwells sup­
reme, there will be one grand confederacy
—The Christian Commonwealth—in widen
no man will say, this is my land, or my
house, for the earth is the I-ord’G and the
fulness thereof The world will return <0
the splendid legislation of Moses; land will
not be sold forever, but leased till Jubilee
year, then the unearned Increment will go
into a State purse, and lx* accounted the
earned increment of the people.. Peace ami
plenty will reign everywhere, and the land
will lx* a land flowing with milk ami honey

that ancient art has given us no beautiful I
pictures of child-life The child of the
pagan was reared by slaves, and kept in I
servitude till called on to take a part in the .
work ol the State. It was left to Christ to I
say; ••Suffer the little children to come j

1 unto Me. and forbid them not. for of such |
i is the kingdom of heaven."
I Woman was also degraded sometimes as

Hugh Prince Hughes says—treated as a
plague at other times as a plaything, but
never xs a helpmeet Manual labor was
regarded with contempt—but wealthy de­
pravity was honored. The great men were
libertines, and the great women courtezans.
The worn out slave like the crippled infant
being not wanted, were turned out to die of
starvation and neglect. Their sports were
the most brutal spectacles of the amphi­
theatre. The Apostle Paul in his first
chapter to the Romans faithfully describes
their idolatry and immorality. They " wor­
shipped the creature rather than the
Creator." The majestic C.rsar, the patriotic
Brutus, the eloquent Cicero, and even the
rigid Cato were the venal slaves of passion.
The great virtue of antiquity was patriotism.
which wan carried to an idolatrous worship
of the State.

It has been truly said that the Roman
and Athenian were citizens but not men.
Manhood as we understand it was the gift
of Jesus Christ to the race. This privilege
of citizenship was confined to the privileged
classes, chiefly the wealthy men, who had
leisure to devote to State affairs. The
eleflor then had a property qualification
with a vengeance Tliank God Christianity
only demands a charafler qualification for
citizenship. These ancient governments
are sometimes called republic., but they
were not to, they were olllgarchies. It is
said that two-thirds of the inhabitants of
Athcn. were slaves.

Christianity entered into conflict with the
evils of these ancient civilizations She did
not violently assail, but as the Infidel Gibbon
says in his sketch of the rise and progress of
thechurch,slic"gcntly insinuated hcrx-lfinto
the minds of men." and by example and doc­
trine undermined Pagan morality. She
waved her magic wand, and public opinion
wa. changed, and slavery infanticide, and
other evils, died n natural death By the
same methods let us treat the vices and
Crimea of our own times

This is a romance now, but to-morrow
it will a reality, when the ideal lx1
cornea the actual.

To know how this Is to lx* done, wc must
look nt another scene—Christianity over­
turning the depraved civilisations of Greece
and Rome The methods by which she
overcame paganism arc thu.e by which the
will transform modern society Wc have
but to traverse the old juths, but we must
know where they are In old time the
apostles were accused of turning the world
••upldc down" by their doctrines The
same charge may yet Lx-urged again ;t the
Chri .tian:, of to day. The p.ig.in world was
the opposite of the Christian It wa-. ba .<•!
on force. Christianity w as and is built on !■ ■.
When Christ came Rome was in the zenith
of her greatness Hera were the eagle, that
gathered mound the c.inaeof old Jctu-
j.dem She lived hv the : word, arnl the
perished by it Willi the Roman, war wa.
n ra-aCtlfn I biuim. >. under the p*tr..
of Mars, the go 1 ol the city of the < un
hills ihc ICitnau 1 on slavery a. a
natural inUitulluti, and approved < f infanti­
cide and abortion Even Grecian philo.o
plutiol tin-calibre of Plat.) and An t itle
condoned tlic-c prariicvi Ru kin declare •

, For instance, gambling and drinking are
National vices, they are considered the
legitimate concomitants of our recreation
Wc gamble over most things, from a lottery
in a church bazavr, to shares in a land
syndicate; from a sweepstake on a football
match, to the August consultation on the
Melbourne Cup. Every November our city
is beset by n plague of vulture 1 who feed
on their victims nt Flemington To suo.
cessfully abolish this evil we must begin
with our-dve-. .abstain from all appearance
of gambling in connection with our own
..Sl.ur. It 1 rather awkward f- r a m tn who
playn! pitih and to., in the land boom to
go and counsel another not to practice the
three card trick We must set a good ex­
ample, and teach our children to amu.-e
thetn-chc. with g.nncj of ■ kill, rather than

destruction The mother who throws her
baba into the Ganges is accounted a savage.
yet she is no more savage and criminal
than she who will countenance lying and
profanity in her offspring The one destroys
the body of her child, the other imperils
the soul. When wc have trained our chil­
dren to avoid gambling and such vices, uc
have created a brigade, who will cany the
war into the enemy's camo, under their
pleading public opinion will change, and
then Parliament will decree the death of
these abuses.

Similarly wc must destroy the credit
systems. We teach our little ones to nay
xs they go, we set them an example in this.
we warn them that out of debt is out of
danger, that tha borrower is the sarvont of
the lender. Thus they will lie lead to be
scrupulous in tho discharge of their financial
duties, they will then preach down the
credit sy stem, and finally they will vote it
down, and abolish it by Act of Parliament.
All debts will then become debts of honor.
and everyone who fails to pay, will be an
embezzler. The State will be freed from the
expense of keeping a court for enforcing
payment. If a man trusts another for
goods or cxsh, he does it at his own risk,
and thus the moral tone ot society will be
improved To my mind the injunction.
"Owe no man anything" is just as em­
phatic xi " be baptized "

Then wc must get rid of the devil of
falsehood; a man's word should be bis
Ixmd ; a verbal promise to pay should be
a. good as a written 1 OU. Wt* have divers
schemes ol oath taking, by which wc try to
make people speak the truth, but induing
so we nave only added blasphemy to false*
hood.

Christ said " swear not nt all;" he was
against oath taking ; he taught his followers
to speak the truth out of Jove for it Hj’
NO was to Ixj N(>) and his YES, YKS1
Thin system of oath taking should 1*
abolished I would much sooner swear on
a brick than the Bible. I would rather
blow out a match or break a dish, than talc
the. name of God in vain. 1 would ph ad a*
earnestly for the observance of the com­
mand " Swear not at all," ns fur any other
instruction. and thus help to hasten the day
when a simple affirmation will take the
place of nn oath

An important part of the Social work of
Chri .tianity, is the de-dnitlioil of the S-x--*1
evil I cannot adequately treat with th*9
before a mixed audience 1 am alive to th-
utility of the r< medial measures adopt' 1 by
our Social Purity Organizations, and u-r
R« cue Homes, but much mure- than thisJ.i
wanted. These mitigate, but do not eraui-
cate the evil In this, as in mod matters,
prevention is better than cure Wc must
create in the race .1 clean heart, the fal-e^i
man mud bear the mark of Cain, as "l!1 15
the fallen woman. if the one is to be a
• octal outcast so should the other. As it 19
women are too severely treated, while
man frequently gets<4f tcot free This v™
is l<d and sustained by a pernicious Lti---
•‘lure French fiction and low
•.itinnal newspapers, like the /Lil A <»**
vt.-rnment should suppress these-so
voting |x<.pl.- might not see them—fur l'- A
ohi.n are th.- ;<xd» of liccntiotum -•» '-'n
' wn in childhood.

Many other quasi Ions come fairly will-*"
the « ■. f this essay, but time will *• ■
11 rmit of my dealing with them 1 w.udte
d<al more- lijlly with tin.' qu< Aten • I tnc
• silt patten i,| i>,v.rty 1 h -al
lion *4 mankind can in v» r be luliy g
plialnd until this probh m la solved Chru
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tianitv solves it; we might call it the
gospel according to James. He was a social
democrat and gave prominence to tha doc­
trine of liberty, fraternity, and equality. He
exposed the absurdity of mistaking empty
words of sympathy for real charity. " If a
brother or sister dc naked, and destitute of
daily food, and one of you say unto them.
depart in peace, be ye warmed and filled ;
notwithstanding ye give them not those
things which are needful to the body, what
doth it profit?" He would have nch and
poor on the same level in the church. " If
there come into your synagogue one with a
gold ring and fine clothing ” you are to pay-
no more homage to him, than the man in
poor raiment. How different is this spirit
to that class feeling which prevails to-day
The wealthy arc seeking to divorce them­
selves from the poor We have rich suburbi
Toorak and Kevv. where the wealthy are
building palatial residences away from the
sound of the hamnjcr of industry by which
they reap their dividends This should not
be Their mansions should be in the
centres of labour. so that their parks would
act as lungs to the district, and the ozone
gather around the dwellings of the poor.

A need of the age is that we impart to the
country the social ad vantages of town life.
and that wu give to the city a more rural
aspedt. The merchant prince, and manu­
facturing kings mull lx- compelled to build
their residences in the districts from which
they draw their profits. The perfumes
arising from the beautiful flowers in their
gardens, should touch the nostrils of the
tired factory lad as he returns home from
the labors of the day The Bible affords us
the strongest arguments in favor of a New-
Social order. Thia book blazes forth in
wrath against thosd who defraud the (oiler
of his wage*.

in the old Hebrew- Commonwealth there
was a religious sociali.ni, The land wa;
the property of the State. It wa-, leased to
Individuals fora period. a readjustni< nt look
jilaco every fifty y ■ ar s, in the year of J ubik-v
The advancing of money on interest to a
brntber hra-.htc was forbidden , if you lent
it, you did it at a ffictidly ail, and took the
risk of getting it back again. The servitude
of debt (or a lengthened p< riod was un­
known, for all debts were forgiven every
seven years. Thu accumulation of Vast
estate i or imm--nsc fortunes wav an impos­
sibility under this Condition of things The
jer nle were well cared for. and the aim of
it all was that there be no •' no poverty in
the land" 1 .aiah declaims against covet-
ou-.ne;s. he says.'•woe to them that join
house to houu.-, till there be no room in the
land "

It may be said that an wc are Christians
we are no longer called upon to uphold such
laws No, but we should have even more
benevolent Icgi.lation than the Jews The
spirit of these law .» w as transmitted tu tlieNew
system and cxprcixd in the splendid pre­
cepts of the Master He opened His mis­
sion in the Synagogue of Nazareth by I
re ading from I-mall the fellowingpre ;r.imnie
of Christianity ’I he Spirit of the Lord is
upon me. because he hath am.Hired rue to
preach the i, ..-jkI to the p-x-r, he hath sent
me re» hral the broken lit arlc-d, to preach j
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CHURCHES OF CHRIST, VICTORIA—Continued.

t Churches added since last year. * These Churches entered same as last year, no official return having been reached.

Church
Auditions.

Church
Losses

Mr.MtlERSHIi
1893.

School
Statistics. Mission Funds.
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•Sale
•Separation
Stawell
•Shepparton
St. Kilda
Surrey Hills
Taqidale
•Toolamba
Tombullup
Traralgon
fToongabblc West
•Warragul
Wnrrnambool ..
Wandin Yallock
Warrack n abeal
Wcdderbum
•Wonwondah E.
Williamstown
Yarravillc
Yarrawalla
tYanac North ..

28

59
<H
V16

5
«3
to
73
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«5
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35
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9
4

6

4

4
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2
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Totals .. 5'93 266 86 «3 311 52 5395 4198 431 172 3« » 5 54 ” 3 1646 20tJ I4U

TREASURER’S STATEMENT.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.

RECE1ITS
Balance, 1692 .. .. • • • • £** 0 1
Contributions (rum Churches .. £’79 3 ,o
Annual Collections .. .. s42 4 7------------- jll 8 5
Individual Contributions .. .. .. 168 15 9
Front Churches for Evangelistic Services—

Kaniva ..
Lillimur..
Polkcmmett
M inyip ..
Laea
Dmyarrak
Bordertown
Horsham
Murtoa ..

Ccroaaand Wahgunyah
Echuca
Galaquil District (Malice)

Conference I’eea, 1892 ..
Collection. Conference tK.jj
Sisters Mivdon Meetings
Endeavor Societies
Loan from Bro C Johnson

EXPENDITURE.
Salat ill—

W. D Little
M. McLellan
W W. Tomlinson
W T. Clapbam
G. II Browns
T. M Ghent
J. Pittman ..

lijth. jy Etfnui—
Wimmera ..
Warracknabcal and Galaquil
...............................................
Echuca

Printing
Postage .. ••
Office Rent
Stationery
Intercat
Exchange
Sundries
Balance on hand

£190 «3 »
190 »3 4

Audited and found c.rrc-a
lv:h .Vj/.S, J4AI

joiin
A L

IMRNAt 1 i Al.A V
ll.l INGWOiiril ; A.:
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STATEMENT OF ASSETS AND LIABILITIES.
To 21 st March, 1893.

ASSETS
Ashton Bequest Fund (available 30th March)
Wimmcra united E. Fund 22

0
O

0
0

Church, Echuca .. .. 19 IO 0
Churches. Warracknabeal and Galaquil .. 25 IO 0
Cash on hand .. .. 31 6 5

£208 6 5 /2OS 0

LIABILITIES.
Promissory Note for Loan .. /100 0 0
Interest 0 12 0
Evangelists' Salaries for March .. 80 0 0
Credit Balance 27 14 5

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.

RECEIPTS.
Balance brought forward ..
Conference Collodion ..
Individual Contributions
Mission Hands
Victoria—41 Churches, as detailed In statistical

schedule
South A uilralia—Per Foreign Mission

Committee .. .. /50 o o
3 Churches (received dired) 2 16 o

New South IValei—Per Foreign Mission
Committee .. .. £27 o o

4 Churches (received dired) 10 o 9

New Zealand—8 Churches
Tanzania—3 Churches ..
Queentland—2 Churches

EXPENDITURE.
£0 1 ° Allowance Miss Thompson
200 Bank Charges..

23 r 7 Printing (inclusive of Awake)
4 u q Colleding Boxer

Allowance Bro Howe (travelling expenses)
54 11 3 Stationery, Postage, etc.

Balance In hand

52 l6 0

37 0 9
»4 7 6
500
863

£201 16 :oj

. £103 10 o
3 4 6

20 r 2
3 16 0
300
3 «5

64 IO 2J

£301 16 10$

BENEVOLENT FUND.

RECEIPTS.
Sunday Schools and Colleding Boxes ../’on 0
Birthday Gifts ............................... 0 11 a
Other Individual Contributions.. ..056

----------  ^,o 0 8

EXPENDITURE.
Orphanage In charge of Dr. Durand,

Hurda .. ; .. /io 9 8

---------- - £10 0 **

Audited and found corred. |nii\ tunvtri n 1 t * v ■',M W ituSiTH A ' : Auditor..

_________ _____________________________ kanaka mission fund.

RECEIPTS.
Individual Contributions .. .. .. g 6
Collection at Farewell Meeting to Bro. Thompson, * 3 4 '

Swanston-strcet, Cbapcl .. .. .. 5 16 o
Contributions from Churches .. .. n iH n
South Australia, per F M. Committee .. .. l6
New South Wales, per F M. Committee .. .. 5 19 0

£70 19 6

EXPENDITURE
Bro, Thompson—Expenses .. .. Z6 to ®
I-antern .. .. _ * .. to 0 0
Slides .. .. .. " ” ” 5 0 0
Remitted to Queensland Committee ! Z1’ 3

1 29 12 3 t fi 6
Balance in hand.. .. .. .,^81°

/70 19 f1

Audited and found corred imiv tuuVu.77 ..... .---------- ’1 T aL^y^1 A V- J AU.H.0K

CHURCH AID FUND.

RECEIPTS.
Balance, 1892 .. .. ., ,, .. /o 4 6
Broadmcadowj .. ,, ion
St. Hilda ............................................... .. q k „
Debit Balance ,. .. ,. .. ,, 1 11 g

/.I 11 0

EXPENDITURE
Printin’ .. .. r. n 0
Postage .. >t ■’ " ” j u 0
Stationery .. " o a 0

A n_J

Audited and found corred.
lu:h Manh, lb'J3. JOHN BARNACLE, A 1 A V 1 .

A. E. ILLINGWORTH 1 Auditors
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Bro. Thos. Colebatch, Vice-presi­
dent.

A congratulatory telegram was
read from the Chairman of the
N.S.W. Conference Committee.

Bro. and Sis. Pittman of the
Airlie Avenue Rescue Home were
heartily welcomed ns visitors, and
in reply Bro. Pittman gratefully
acknowledged the liberal assistance
he had received in his work from
S.A.

Bro, Alfred Ewers, who has been
laid aside by severe illness ever since
last conference, was accorded quite
an ovation upon his appearance in
the meeting.

The Church of Christ, Glenelg,
which has been established during
the last year applied for admission
and was formally accepted by the
Union. Bro. Ernest Gall repre­
senting Scott-Barry, Photographers
of 146 Rundle-st., took two separate
groups —one of delegates and another
of visitors. Both are good pictures,
and arc obtainable at the studio.

ROLL-CALL OF DELEGATES.
Adelaidi.—M. W. Green, J. Manning.
Alma—A Ewers, 1< ll.irknc'-s
Balaxi ava- -I. Wark. W. Smith,
Bowi Lt. a—Nil.
Brokiin Hill- Nil.
Cameron — It. Hancock
Caxi.w—T. Spotswood. 11. D. Smith
Dalklv--D Finlayson.

DR. J. C. VERCO,
PRESIDENT OF THE SoUTH AUSTRALIAN CONFERENCE, 1892-3.

Dr. Verco is the third surviving son of the late James C. Verco, and
was born at Fullarton, near Adelaide on August 1st, 1851. While one of
the leading dodlors of medicine of Adelaide, he is a most efficient and
< nthusiastic preacher of the Gospel of Christ.

.^outlj Australian
(Conference.

1,:sTn Annual
/ Coni erence of “The

Evangelistic Union
of Churches of Christ

•v in S.A." was held on
Tuesday, 26th Feb.,

Wednesday, 1st March, and Thurs­
day, 2nd March in the Institute
Hail, Tynte-st., North Adelaide.
There was a large attendance of
th legates, also of Brethren and
Sisters, who manifested much
inti rc .t throughout. Atti ndamc >!
rangt I from 50 to 250.

A heavy task was imposed upon
the Si ti r. of Kcrmodc-. t. Chapel,
in catering during so long a confer­
ence, but they acquitted thcmschcs

nobly, and won high encomiums for
their unqualified success in this self-
denying department of service. The
extreme heat of the weather some­
what detracted from the comfort of
the sittings, and no doubt influenced
to some extent the decision arrived
at to change the date of the next
Conference to the spring of the year.
A much larger attendance of
Country Delegates than hereto foie
was a marked feature of the Confer­
ence and on«- and all cxptcsM-d their
determination not to bcab.ent (o.v.)
on future occasions.

First Dav—Tuesday, 38tii Feb.
MORNING SESSION.

At a.m. Bro. Geo. Pearce
opened the meeting by Fading in an
hour.'.’ devotional exercises. At 11
Dr. Verco the President for the
year took the chair, supported by

! Gli nelg -W. Hurfcrd, D. F. Eaxim,
W. C. Hooper. H Wright.

HlNhMAksIl—T I. Doley, T Harkr.cu,
T H Brooker. J Week*, A. Glx*tqnbury.

Henlev Beach—G Noble
Langhorn's Bridge—Nil.
Long Plains—I< Daniel
Milano—M. McBain. 11. Overall.
Millicent—J. Verco
Mallala- J Worden, G Day.
Nm Adelaide—P Mcixnt, T B. Verco,

T Forsyth senr
Norwood—A Wicr, A GrccnshlelJr,

A. Taylor
Nan-tawarra—J G Cosh
Point Sivrt—A M Varcoe, A.W I’carce
Port Pirie—Nil
(Jvlesstown—C G Durh »enr
sruAiiiALiivN—A Ger Jon. G Pearce
ShrlinoEast-A T M.Karey.G.DNcd
Unlev W ]> • G McGowml T G

Storer. A W. Lawrie, G Th.rnu,

Wild Horse Plain . Nil
York W. BrooUr, T Cclebatch

AFie!NLMk.S1 CF MECIAL C- MMITTKE?.
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ministries, its discipline. Reproduce
it in its unity, its family charadcr,
its unselfish love, its spiritual sim­
plicity, its mutual edification, and
mutual helpfulness.

That it may be the same pillar
and ground of the truth, that it was
in primitive times. That it may be
the church which Jesus promised he
would build, which he loved, for
which he gave himself, which he
sanctified by the washing of water
through the word, and which he
shall present unto himself a glorious
church, not having spot or wrinkle
or any such thing, but that it may
be holy and without blemish.

(3) Our ideal is by these means
to gradually bring all who profess
attachment to Jesus to a unity of
faith and knowledge, by a gradual
unfolding of the mind of the spirit,
as expressed in the word of the
spirit. For with the salvation of
the Bible as their one individual
experience and theme; with the
church of the Bible as the one body
to which they belong ; and the holi­
ness of the Bible as the one earnest
endeavor of their lives ; would they
not all be found pcrfedly joined
together in one mind and in one
judgment, striving together for the
faith of the gospel.

Every individual among us should
have a clear and full conception of
this ideal; should be able to give a
lucid reason for the hope that is in
him, and a sufficient explanation
why he is connected with the Church
of Christ rather than with the
religious bodies around. It should
not be simply a matter of liking the
preacher, or knowing some of the
members, or because one of our
chapels is conveniently near. But
a definite grasp of the ideal itself as
the reason for our separate existence
should be general amongst us.
Every adherent should know why
he adheres, and be willing and able
to discuss the matter lovingly with
anyone.

And why lay such stress upon
this complete grasp of the ideal ?
Because, unless there is a definite
idea as to what is purposed, two un­
desirable results are very likely to
follow. 3

(>) There will be a lack of enthu­
siasm and of earnestness in the
doing of it. It is the man who can
see clearly to the end in view, who
is intensely earnest in the use of the
means, if the objed is blurred and
mdistinCl, it cannot enthuse, it will
not rally the dormant forces. It >•’’
not the sun dimly visible behind lhc

f
I

CHAIRMAN’S ADDRESS.
BY J. C. VBRCO, M.D.

Brethren and Sisters,—
Of late years the president

of our Conference has been expeCled
to deliver a set address, and this, it
would seem, is being gradually
pushed into greater prominence, and
is assuming more serious import­
ance. Serious, I mean for the
fresident. Some five years ago he
lad but to speak for five or ten

minutes at the opening of the Con­
ference, in his happiest vein, with­
out any special preparation, and all
were satisfied. But one brother, of
his own accord, wrote and read to
us a pleasant little historical resume
of one of our churches. Each suc­
ceeding occupant of the chair has
followed suit with an opening effort,
and the presidential delivery has
grown yearly of larger proportions,
until now it is set down, with one
other paper, to form the staple for
a whole evening’s entertainment.

I am not quite certain of the
wisdom or advantage of this course.
In the future, brethren, highly quali­
fied for the presidency, may be dis­
posed to decline it, honorable and
useful as it is, from fear of this
address. Besides we want confer­
ence, the more the better, and we
must beware lest wc stifle conference
with papers and prepared speeches.

I verily believe my presidency,
for the honor of which I sincerely
thank you, would have been a
happier anticipation, had there been
no address to haunt and consume
iny scanty leisure.

From a multitude of suggested
topics I have chosen one which may
be entitled “ Our Ideal and our
Atflual."

Let me speak in words as simple
as possible for the sake of the
youngest and simplest among us.

All understand the meaning of an
“ Ideal." It is a mental pidure we
draw of some person, place, or
thing, a conception w e form of some
abstract proposition presented to us,
or originated by us. The “ Adual "
is the real thing. Some five years
ago when in Melbourne, I was in­
troduced to a brother there. “ Wt II,"
says he, •* 1 am surprised, I had
pictured an old man, sedate ami
staid." That was his ideal. You
all know’ how different it was from
the aCiual. Wc frame a purpose.
Wc intend to execute it up to a
conceived standard. This is our
ideal we i t to work, but in the
attempt how dues our adual too
often come short of its glory.

Now as the Church of Christ wc
have an ideal, a spiritual one. It
should be firmly grasped by every
member. As agents in a special
religious movement wc have an
ideal, which should be a powerful
motive with every one engaged in it.

And what is our ideal as a people.
I put it in one single phrase, “ To be
wholly taught of God.” Hence, to
learn just what he has made known
in the sacred scripture. To study
this, so as to understand it, so as to
believe what he has testified, and
obey what he has commanded. To
communicate the same to others in
our preaching and teaching, and to
demonstrate it in our lives. That
is to make his word, the word of the
Holy Spirit, the rule of our faith
and pradice.

And now to resolve this compound
and comprehensive ideal into more
simple elements.

(1) Our Ideal as individuals, is to
know certainly our own salvation,
to be assured of it from the scripture
because the steps. taken in the
matter correspond point for point
with those followed by men and
women whose salvation is distinctly
declared in Holy Writ, and with
the conditional requirements, on ful­
filment of which the promise of
salvation is made by the true God.

It is to show the same way of
salvation to others, without alter­
ation, that the same result may
ensue, and the same assurance may
be experienced.

It is to throw the same energy
and self-denial and zeal into the
preaching of Christ, as did the first
laborers, that God may give as
bountiful an increase.

It is to be personally holy as God
is holy; to be per fed, even as our
Father who is in heaven is perfed.
To love the Lord with all our heart,
and mind, and soul, and strength,
and our neighbor as ourself. To
guagc our love, and dired our life
by the instrudions of the Bible,
which teaches us how we should
walk so as to please God. To copy
the living example of a personal
Saviour, to rolled his light, and
thus be epistles of Christ, known
and read of all men.

(2) Our ideal, in a coliedive
capacity, is to reproduce the Church
of Christ, as first established under
the dired supervision of the apostles
of Icsus, in every resped, so that
it shall live again as a divine insti­
tution. Reproduce it in its simple
scriptural basis of membership, its
ordinances, its government, its 
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clouds which warms and energises,
but a bright sun in a clear sky. I
believe that to the minds of many
among us, our ideal as a people is
not sharp and clean cut. They do
not perceive the simple single outline
of it. If they did, it would so capti­
vate their mental, moral, and
spiritual intelligence, that they would
throw themselves with all their
powers and possessions into the
realization of it among men, and we
should find them more frequently,
aye constantly, introducing it to
their friends and acquaintances, in
■order to win them with its charms.
As Browning says—

— Whoever m.iy discern true ends here.
Shall grow pure enough to love them ;
Brave enough to strive after them.
And strong enough to reach them;
Though the roads be rough."

but the ends must be clearly dis­
cerned.

(2) There will be a misdirection
of energy and a waste of forces.
There are other sources of zeal than
a clear apprehension of the object
aimed at. Are there not zealous
members with us who expend a vast
amount of effort, and do a great ileal
of work, but their conception of the
ideal is so vague, and their notion
of the most direct method to attain
it is so hazy that their zeal is almost
vain. They are as men that beat
the air, and the results of their
arduous and persistent labors, not­
withstanding their sincerity, are
practically nil. They bring none to
a clear comprehension of the simple
plan of salvation, nor to an intelli­
gent conception of or adhesion to the
Church of Christ, nor to the scrip­
tural unity of faith and practice.
Their work would be as useful
among the sedarian denominations.

Now if such be the case is it not
incumbent on the leaders of thought
among us, to diligently impress the
ideal upon the minds of all who
throw in their lot with us. To speak
of rt repeatedly. Instead of seeking
after novelty to produce a transient
excitement, and maintain a meretri­
cious interest to draw this ideal in
such simple and distinct outline,
that it shall become perfectly clear
to every mind; to paint it in such
living and vivid colors, as to win the
admiration of everyone; to bring
both outline and coloring so fre­
quently before the mind that it shall
be indelibly engraved, and • o forcibly
impre • -c I, as to inspire to abundant
and zealous effort, and dirtit that
effort 1 Ibelinly. There was one

pioneers of this movement in Aus­
tralia. This simple ideal was upper­
most in their minds, and foremost in
their utterances. And though they
were not masters of any polished
literary style, or much originality of
thought, yet they constantly set
forth in the most homely language,
the bald outline of this ideal, filled
in to the best of their ability, and
presented as acceptably as their
limited education and ability allowed.
The consequence was this, the ad­
herents of those days comprehended
the ground of their adhesion, and
are still largely reckoned as the old
reliables of the cause. Will their
descendants prove worthy scions of
those worthy sires ? We want very
much of the same simple food to day.
In our public utterances from the
platform, in our private con versa*
tions, in our Bible classes, there
should be an iteration and re-itera­
tion of the fundamental principle of
our existence, and of its application
to every circumstance in our spiritual,
ecclesiastical, and social life. There
should be a persevering hammering
away at this until every member of
the Church of Christ thoroughly
understands it; and more, until
every one outside understands it
just as well; and either intelligently
and gladly accepts it, or knowingly
rejects it. It is the way to succeed.

Now let me allude to a further
point. The communication of an
idea to the mind in abstract words,
is much more difficult than in a
concrete form. Read a description,
however graphic, of some great
structure. How difficult is it to
evolve an accurate conception of it I
Let it be illustrated by a picture;
how much more clearly, deeply and
durably is it impressed. If demon­
strated by a model, still more so.
And if the thing itself be seen, then
all the mists and the haze clear
away, and the notion is easily re
tained, which we could only feebly
gather from the description, and
which so readily faded from the
mind.

People are much mote influenced
by the actual than by the ideal.
Therefore it should be our • ndravm
to present our ideal to -them in the
aftual, to demon trate it in living
example, to show tlrnm the iihal
realised, and so give them an objt. I
lesson which shall appeal t» their
sense s.

That is to say, let the people be
invited to our pleaching met tin ;

> as not only t. h ar th word • x-

brought to a conviction and belief
publicly confess the Lord Jesus
with their mouth before many wit­
nesses, see them buried with Christ
in baptism, and raised with him to
walk in newness of life, see them
publicly welcomed into the- family of
God at the meeting of the church.
Let them be brought or invited to
our meetings for worship on the
Lord's day morning, and witness
the order of the assemblies of the
saints. Let them see one with a
psalm, another with an exhortation.

; Let them behold the breaking of
the bread, and the fellowship. Let
them hear the apostles dodtrinc and
the prayers. This will illustrate
and enforce the ideal, which we may
in conversation have presented for
their acceptance.

More than this, let us remember
that the judgment is much more
likely to be found, whether favour­
able or otherwise, from the actual,
than from the ideal, with the vast
majority of people. It is not every

' body who can see through to the
ideal in its fulness, and be capti­
vated by it, i.i spite of failure to
realise it, and be so enamoured of it
as to accept it, and cast in their lot
with those who are struggling hard
to reach it. The majority of man­
kind see with their eyes, and hear
with their ears, and judge from the
actual whether the thing is desirable
or not. And so while we have a
perfect ideal, we must seek to make
our aclual approach it, at any rate
within such measure ible distance
that this shall attract the people.
Our preaching and presentation of
the truth should be as near a copy
of the scriptural in its evident sin­
cerity ami earnestness, as well as in
its truth, our oral confession uf
faith, our immersion should be so
conducted as to win the const ut of
spectators as to its scripturalm .-<s.
Our meeting-, for worship should be
conducted decently, and 111 order, so
as favorably to impress all who
attend; and wvtyone whoia pre □ nt
and . v ryon • who taki 1 a : . lie
pait from tin- doorkeeper to the pre­
siding cldc , t'.-ml l remember I ■ 1;.
< v .!.• i to < unnu nd thee ndutfl of
the Churrh of (’hri-t ■.-•fat is I i.-»
tomi in- d all whocom to wit nt a
our ord r. Knd so then ' dd be
due M>b. ■ mit> an I r« -.b.
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izing of the service to attract the
carnally minded or sensual; but a
winning spiritual simplicity, which
shall draw the spiritually minded
within the circle of the church.

Our public relations should dis­
play the evidence of brotherly
regard, friendly feeling, considerate
solicitude. Our social relationships
should attest that disinterested love
which is the scriptural ideal, in our
sympathy of word and deed. Our
daily lives, as of persons really con­
secrated to God and his righteous­
ness, should manifest the fruits of
the spirit in character and conduct,
by a faith spoken of throughout the
whole world, ami an obedience gone
abroad unto all men. The union of
all believers should evidently be no
mere parrot talk with us, not merely
a catch phrase. It should Le
plainly seen that we long for it, and
are working for it, in our readiness
to speak about the scriptural themes
by which alone they can be brought
together, in the kindly winning way
we try to speak the truth in love,
and in the evident pleasure we ex­
perience upon the acceptance by
others of any further element of
truth.

Brethren how often in our secular
experience we frame a purpose, but
in attempting to carry it out, fall far
short of our intent. The actual is
perceptibly below the ideal. So
common is this with us, that in re­
viewing our work, though a sense of
disappointment is felt, we are far
from discouraged. And when op­
portunity offers, we trv again, with
the distinct expectation of more
nearly approaching the realization
of our ideal, and by repeated at­
tempts succeed in visibly drawing
nearer to it.

It is apparently a deep underlying
principle in our constitution that we
should be able to conceive beyond
what we are able to execute. And
it is probably a circumstance which
largely — very largely — determines
the progress of the individual and of
the world. For it enables us to fix 
a goal, towards which we arc ever
pressing forward, even though we
may never reach it, or can only
attain it after repeated and more
strenuous attempts. The very con­
ception of such a very strong in­
centive to gain it. It spurs out en­
deavour, it whips our desire, it
chirrups us along. In fac‘1 we cannot
imagine advancement apart from
ideas in advance of accomplishment.

Thus is it in spiritual things God
has given us a matchless ideal in
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his Holy Word, both in our church
life, and our social life. We shall
ever have it before and above us
luring us on towards perfection.
The Christian life in its holiness,
service, and worship, as revealed in
the Book; furnishes an ideal, which
actualized by us to-day to our fullest
ability, still leaves us room to be
better, and to do better to-morrow,
and better still the day beyond.
And so the Church of Christ built
by Jesus himself, organised and
legislated for by his apostles, as an
ideal, supplies us endless oppor­
tunity of more and more perfectly
realizing the divine intention. There
can be no monotony, nor any final­
ity. This ideal leads us ever on­
ward, not in attempts to improve
upon the ideal bestowed upon man­
kind nearly nineteen hundred years
ago, but to improve up to it.

When we think of what we are
trying to achieve, let us not be dis­
appointed when we find how far
short we have come as yet. Rather
let it nerve us to be constantly seek­
ing to improve ourselves, and all
who are associated with us in our
divine enterprise, and to improve
our methods and our means. We
may say with Paul: •• We count
not ourselves to have apprehended."
We will not however, on this ac­
count give up in dispair, or be con­
tent to stagnate, like him continue,
" but this one thing we do, forget­
ting the things that are behind, and
reaching forward to those which are
l>eforc, we press along the mark to­
wards the prize of our high calling
in Christ Jesus."

Let us rather rejoice and be
thankful that God has given us an
ideal always above and beyond us,
so that we shall never be content
and shall never cease to progress;
but shall always find opportunity
for improvement, reaching out after
perfection, and drawing nearer to it,
even though we be always conscious
of imperfection in our attempts and
attainments. Never until we are
changed on the glorious resurrection
morn into the image of our Lord,
shall we lie perfect as Christians and
perfectly realise our ideal. Never
until Jesus shall present us to Him­
self a glorious Church, not having
spot or wrinkle or any such thing,
shall the Church of Christ lie a
perfefl church, or perfectly realise
its ideal. Never shall all who have
believed on Jesus be perfectly one,
even as He and the Father are
one, until we are all like Christ.
But the Saviour’s prayer shall be

answered, and his people shall be
practically and visibly one. There
shall be but one body, and the
world shall be able to see the unity
of all believers.

We should invigorate ourselves,
we should stimulate one another by
the sure and certain hope, that there
shall occur a general, a universal
coming together of all lovers of the
Lord; not in any spirit of com­
promise of the truth, but in the
spirit of abandoning everything
foreign to the truth or opposed to
the truth—“ The truth as it is in
Jesus." We may not live to see the
noontide of that day, but thank
God we have been granted a glimpse
of its dawning, and we will work
thro' the darkness with our faces
towards the sunrising, persuaded
that the twilight has already begun
to brighten the sky.

COMMITTEE'S REPORT.
In presenting our Annual report

we desire to express our gratitude to
the Father of all mercies for his
love and help during another year
of labor for Christ.

We had two special commissions
from last Annual Conference, eni-
l>odicd in the following resolutions :

(1). "That the Evangelist Committee
l>c recommended to tnkc th© neces­
sary stepi to establish the cause at
Glenelg."

(2). "That this Conference apprp'c’
of the cJablishmcnt of a untied
monthly meeting of speakers aji‘>
officers of the various churches for
mutual conference and Instruflfon

ESTABLISHMENT OP A CAUSE AT
GLENELG.

On initiating this matter we found
that the brethren at Glenelg had
arranged to organise as a church,
obtaining letters for that purpose
from the various churches with
which they were previously con-
netted, and having entered into an
engagement with Bro. Gore to labor
with them. This precluded any
dirett attion on the part of y?ur
Committee, and with the exception
of ten pounds donated towards the
expenses by us, the whole responsi­
bility of the undertaking, its estab­
lishment, and maintenance, is the
work of the brethren at Glenelg, to
whom, under God, is due the credit
of the success which has been
attained.
SPEAKERS AND OIFICEHS MEETING.

A sub-committee was appointed*
and a meeting of all officers, speaker?,
and workers called, at which foit}'
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the Northern districts to support
Bro. Geo. Day.

We cannot close this report with­
out referring to the departure of
Bro. Jesse Colbourne from the Pro­
vince. His enthusiasm in the cause,
his untiring efforts to serve every
church seeking his aid, and
his usefulness as a member of your
committee, have caused his absence
to be keenly felt. We rejoice, how­
ever, in the knowledge that he has
but transferred his valuable services
to another part of the great harvest
field.

£»o

19

18

TREASURER’S REPORT.
RECEIPTS.

Balance, March 10,1893 £3 13
Alma Church
Bowilia ..
Broken Hill
Norwood
Milang ..
Point Sturt
Port Pirie
Strathalbyn

nine brethren attended, when it was
resolved to form an association of
enrolled members. Subsequent meet­
ings have adopted as the name of
the organisation, “ An Association
of Christian Workers in connection
with the Churches of Christ in
South Australia."

We are of opinion that this Asso­
ciation, if entered into with spirit,
should prove a great benefit both to
its individual members, and to the
churches whom it is their aim to
serve.

In accordance with power vested
in us at last Conference, we have
requested Bro. T. J. Gore to read
the Conference Essay, and have
pleasure in announcing his consent
thereto.

Our work in connection with
evangelisation has been very little
this year. The small amount of
funds at our disposal having been
applied to helping the churches in 

Z«57 >8 3

York ....................... 2 10 0
Bro. at Grote-strect ..
Members at Balaklava

,, Grote-strect
,, Kermode st.

Bro at Unley ..
Grotc-strect r. M Band

500
1 15 0
■1 5 J
200
1 0 0
0 17 9

---------- 54 5 3
Stoa.il I-unJ —

Bro. at Unley..

„ Grotc-strect ..

Two Sisters „ ..
Bro at Stirling East..

., Kcrmodc-st.

52 6 4
1 10 0
’ 5 0
3 3°650
500
t 17 6
2 to 0

26 3 »
---------- too 0

Z’57 18 3
EXPENDITURE

Bro. Gore .. Z*°° 0 0
,. G. Day .. .. 36 0 0

Glenelg Church .. 10 0 0
Supplement, 189a .. to 8 1
Strathalbyn Supply .. 169
Postage and Printing 2 13 9

■ ■ -iso 7
Balance in hand 7 10 8

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS.

No Returns.

Stoa.il
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Reports of Foreign Mission Board,
Sunday School Union, and Workers’
Association were read by their rc-
spcdlivc secretaries.

SECOND ANNUAL REPORT OF THE
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN FOREIGN
MISSION AR Y*COM MII TEE

{1‘rritnfeJ to tht Cm/tuntt i'j Chutihrr cj
Chtut, htlJ Jt Ni'rfh AdilaiJr. Stith I;tb,
lb'JJ)

Dear Brethren,—
In submitting this report lor jour con­

sideration, I would first ciplain that by an
oversight on the part of our last Conference
the appointment of the Foreign Missionary
Committee for 1892-93 was not then made

When the General Evangelist Committee
held its first meeting, it delegated the
Foreign Missionary work for the year, to
those who conduit cd it the previous year.
and they invited others to join them with
representatives from the Mission Bands of
Grote-st , Hindmarsh. and Unlry, so that
the committee consisted of 16 members.
ten of which were sisttrj

During the year we have held five com­
mittee meetings Wc tel apart the first
laird's day in August last as Missionary
Sunday. Sixteen churches re (xindcd to
our appeal for funds, and of these the
North Adelaide took the premier place
Every other church did well considering all
circumstances, and iny conviction is we
shall not in future appeal to any in vain.

This year we cx|x:<t to be able to set
npart the same day as our Victorian breth­
ren choose for their Missionary collection.
and trust the interest will incrca e with this
practice.

Wc appointed Sistcrajoncsand M'Crackm
and Brethren M Wood Green, and Smith.
ns our representatives on the Federal Mis­
sionary Committee, who <• head quarters is
in Melbourne, and we have corresponded
with that committc on several important I
subjects through the year

'I he visit of Bro. J I homp.on, of Queens- ,
land, to ask our co <>|x ration in t -tabltshing
a mission among the Kanakas employed on
the sugar plantations, evoked a considerable
amount ol Practical sympathy in that good
work, and here again I have great plta.utc-
in stating that our North Adelaide brethri n
secured the first place among u- by their
liberal contributions thereto This, with
other generous donations iliicrfuliv -ent in
by churches and individuals, and a sum
voted by your committee haa enabled our
treasurer to forward over £50 to assist this
work in Queensland We thank all who so
liberally rt jxmdid to Bro Ihompmi's
testimony on behalf of the Kanakas

1 am also glad to tell you 1h.1t tn addition
to a large turn Unity Mission Band lor
warded ia-t year to India, the Mt -.ton
Bands of Grote- it , and lltndmarsh. for­
warded from their a<< unrelated funds to
ours, the sum of /os this year, ai d tach of
Ihtir coop rating bind* we learn h m
other sums they will soon ••nd in. <-f ilr .
/ -,«■ has Ixcn nlloud towards the I « di r.d
Missionary I'undv We hive thmb-re
every reason to l»c grateful to God (r
evoking the mi-'U iiarv ipuil among uvr
churchr 1 to l.irgi ly through the pit year

Since Bro 'Ihianpion's r-turn tot *u«cnv-
land, wc iruivcd a very kind letter Inin
the -’«• r> lary of the < > Is M , thanking ail in
South Australia whir gifts hid come to
hand

I wish 1 conld insen the whole of the
reports sent to me by the recretaries of the
Grote-st and Hindmarsh Mission Bands,
but as I cannot. I will take some interesting
particulars from each

Grote-st says, •• Wc have 35 mcmlx-rs in
our band, and we are unitedly working by
sewing, selling our work, and by fxl. contri­
butions per month from members to get
funds We meet once a month Wc fre­
quently have letters from India from
Brethren Wharton and Durand These
letters sustain our interest and stimulate
our work. The lad ‘ Yaqub Masih ' wc arc
educating also writes us. and wc hope ere
long he will enter the field of labor for
Christ. He tells of hit studies, the precious­
ness of our Saviour, and the Bible, and his

according to a recommendation which
accompanies this report, and wc affection­
ately urge on your consideration the retd
of supporting the mission among the!
heathen Kanakas of Queensland, and the
claims of many millions in regions beyond,
who are waiting for the gospel of salvation,
which it is the privilege of all Christians to

(•resent in all its fulness to those perishing
or the blessings we enjoy.

On behalf of our Treasurer, 1 have the'
honor of also reading the Financial State­
ment which accompanies this report.

On Behalf of tne F.M. Committee,
I am. your fellow worker,

Hv. D. Smith, Sec.

FOREIGN MISSION COMMITTEE.
need of frequent prayer. Bro. \\ barton
says Yaqub is an exemplary boy. and
already he testifies of the love of Christ to
opium smokers and drunkards. The sad
news of Sister Robinson's death came to us
this year, felling how she fell a victim to
consumption in her field of work Wc also
heard how deeply her loss was being felt by
Sister Thompson, who'c eyes and general
health have been very much weakened of
laic. We also learn how little compara­
tively it takes to sustain and educate an
Indian scholar, the whole charges for a year
being but /5 for such Wc pray the Con­
ference this year may lx: attended with
much blessing to all.”

Hindmarsh says. " Our Society has now
been in existence for nearly four years, and
though its members were few, they have in­
creased to twenty These are rejoicing
over the blessing they have received
through helping to further the gospel in
heathen lands Wc meet once a month,
and though that is not often, we do hope as
our numlxrs increase wc shall be able to
meet more frequently Wc have sent out
mi-sian boxes supplied by your secretary,
and find that the emptying of these at our
meetings every three months greatly in-
creased our income This year s income,
our treasurer reports, has Ixcn. monthly
■.uln /5 os ; donation from Sunday school
classes,/i id. ; Annual S.S. donation,
(\ is.; proceeds of LcClurc and Fruit
Social, /3 16s id . with other contribu­
tions. interest, and balance in hand, making
t ow to treasurer's credit,/17 ts ;d Let
me say that 1 hope all difficulties will lx:
overcome, by working hard and being firm
in doing all wc can ”

After cur brethren in Victoria, South
Australia, and New South Wales had been
consulted, it wav recently decided by the
Federal Missir nary Committee to raise I
Miss Thompson's salary from /70 to /i.-o
per annum This was fully justified by the

I fact that the resources our sister controlled
; when she received /70 were not now avail-
• able for her use. and her health and other
| r.cce »■ itic* entitled her to the advance
I One matter has been urged upon our
I attention by the Federal Missionary Com-
; mittcc. which we now lay before you. and

that js, that they arc to favourably consider
■ the ricomm* millions of churches through
1 the MVtr.il colonial committees. far any
| candidate. who are suitable for the mission

. Being about to inter as a Conference our
third year of u nicr in Foreign Missionary
work, we would t> ■qxiilully urge you to ap-

| point the committee for the ensuing year.

IIALASCt: SHEET.
EXPENDITURE.

1892. £ s. d
May to—To Stationery,Stamps,&c 036
Sept. 2— „ Exchange on Cheque 006

.. 8— .. I Thompson (Evange­
list). Travelling Exps.
Kanaka Mission .. 100

Nov. 2— ,, Donation to Kan. M. so o o
,. 2— „ Sub from Chs and

Individuals to Kanaka
M. (see list).. .. 13 3 o

July 9— ,, Support of Native Ind­
ian M. Boy ” Yaqub-
Masih" .. 500

Novr. — ., Allocated to General
F.M.C., Victoria ..50 o o

„ Premium on Draft.. o 1 9
Dec. 8— Dulypd on Collection

Boxes from Victoria 030
,, 8— ,, Petty Cash advd. to

Secretary .. .. 100
1893

Jan 31— ,, Sub from Nth. Ad.
Ch to Kanaka M. .. 17 16 o

.. 3t—„ Stationery,Stamps,Aco 2 b
■ ■ 31— .. Support of Native Ind­

ian M. Boy •• Yaqub-
Masih" .. .. 500

Feb. 28— ,, By Balance in hand i-j o 8
/ia7 9 11

• ™>l. x, -
Aug. 6—By Stamps, W. Colebatch 02b

1892.
May 10-Ntb Ad Ch . /2 ; Milli­

cent. /r .. . - J u °
June 2—Hindmarsh Band, f3S ;

Milliccnt (Campbell)/! Jb 0 0
July 9— Grote-st. Band, /5. Pt.

Sturt Ch . /1 12s. .. b 13 o
,. 19—Alberton Ch ,/i 7s ; York

Ch. /i 15 .. -- 3 2 0
Aug 32-Nth Ad Ch. /8 <js .

Langhornes B C h , /x
oj. 3d........................ 9 9 3

Sept 2—lamg Plains Ch , Kv 6d ;
Alma Ch . fl oj 3d 2 8 9

„ 2—Hindmanh Ch, /2 91 ; .
Norwood Ch , fl os f-d -I 9 0

., „ M ding Ch ,/i is ;Grotc-
sirret Band. /20 ..21 1 0

„ Dalkcy Ch , 16 9. Henley
Bearh Ch . 17^6 .. I >4 3

., .. Port Pirte./i 10. 3d ; Hank
Int to June 30,'92. 2ill I *3 *

Nov 2- Mallala Ch , it4 o; Grote-
strut Band, /j .. 5 ,!i 1

Ori —Sulu by Churches and In­
dividuals, Kanaka M 14 J 0

1893
Jan 16—Do. do do >7 *'

/127 9 “
Thus. Culccaicii, Trca»

MVtr.il
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S S UNION OF CHURCHES OF
CHRIST IN STH AUSTRALIA

REPORT FOR YEAR ENDING I89J.

Dear Brethren,
Wc have much pleasure in pre­

senting our second annual rejiort.
Our work during the past year has been

like that of the preceding one. chiefly pre­
paratory.

Wc have sought to enlist the sympathy.
and obtain the co-operation of those schools
which had not been associated with us.
And in this we arc pleased to report wc
liavc succeeded. Since our last conference
the following schools have been welcomed
into our unionNorwood. Glenelg. Grote-
street, and Alberton. These added to
the four which were reported last year.
constitute all the city and suburban Sun­
day schools, and wc arc glad to know that
wc present a united front with the objedt of
working shoulder to shoulder for Christ
amidst the young.

The Glenelg school, which has only been
in existence a few months, numbers fifty
scholars, situated as it ts. in a thickly popu­
lated district, we hopcthat with God’s bios­
ing even that number will be largely increased
before the close of the year 1893.

The Alberton school also promises well
for the future, commencing the year with
about 34 scholars, and being iu possession
of earnest faithful teachers, we rejoice
that their labors have not been in
vain in the fjird, seeing they have increased
three time, their number since Jan 1892.

Much could also l>e said of the work being
energetically carried on amongst the other
schools, but time forbids us weary ing you
by a lengthy report, so wc will leave the
re.l for you to judge for yourselves from the
statistics of this year compared with the
previous one, suffice It to say that though
depression has visited our colony, and there
ha. teen a good deal of flue tuation of popu­
lation, yet we base more than held our own
which Is satisfactory

No of school 1 associated ; 8.
No of scholars ; 1510
Average attendance, 1077.
Immersed during the year; 63.
Scholars members of the church ; jj6.
Increase during the year: 200
No of teachers and officers . 122
Showing a net increase to the Union of

yf/. scholars and 49 teachers and officer 1.
Financially wc arc pleased to state that

the Union is net hampered for want of
funds. Commencing the year, Feb loth.
1892, with a balance to the credit of the
Union of /j 12s. 3d. Since then fees have
been received from the schools at Alberton.
Grote-St. and Norwood, amounting to

The Last of these meetings for 1892 took
place at York ; Bro. I. Verco. who was the
chosen essayist, enthused his hearers so
much with a brief and instructive paper on
"Sunday School Production." that one and
all pronounced it as the most enjoyable
meeting of the kind we had yet held

The two teachers appointed by the com­
mittee. viz : Bro. Glastonbury, and Bro. T.
Forsyth (senior), have visited all the schools
during' the year.' Written reports of these
visits were sent to each school, containing
suggested improvements

The monthly meetings have been exceed­
ingly well attended by the delegates, aver­
aging fifteen. including membemof the union
Largely through the efforts of the union the
Sunbeam has been taken by several school'.,
thirty dozen of these are now distributed
every month, ami we are sure that “d |>er
dozen spent tn such a paper is money well
invested. Wc have just received bound
volumes of the same for the year XS92,
price is ; they arc suitable for libraries, or as
gifts to the junior scholars, these can l>e
had on application to Bro T Forsyth (jr.|

Many ot our teachers have al;o found
valuable help in preparing their le.onsin
in the eclectic commentary published by our
brethren in America, it has proved a great
assistance to those whose time for study
during the week is limited The union has
had under its consideration the advisability
and possibility of compiling a new Sunday
school hymn book, but concluded that such
a step be only taken after due care and de­
liberation. arid that it should be rather an
undertaking by the whole of the colonies;
this wc mention to remove any misappre­
hension that may have existed as to our
having taken such a responslbity on our­
selves. Al the annual business meeting
held lost month, it was unanimously agreed
to ask Bro Dr. Magarey to read an essay,
and as will be seen from the programme,
hi . subject is one of interest to every teach
er's heart, " The Ideal Sunday Schoo’ "
Bro Gere has been unable to undertake the
training class lectures for teachers referred
to in our last report, these have not been
established yet.

The retiring officers for the year were
accorded a hearty vote of thanks for their
efficient services; and the following breth­
ren were defied for the ensuing year —
Bro 11 I) Smith, president; Bro Dr.
Verco, vice-president and treasurer ; J W
Cosh and K. Forsyth, joint-:ecretariej.
God grant the year now entered upon may
be as successful as the past, in seeing new
schools opened up, scholars multiplied, and
many precious souls saved Fellow teach­
ers. having once put our hands ta the
plough, let us not for one moment look
back, but be ever pressing forward, bearing
along with uv tome that shall be vessels
unto honor, sanctified, and meet for the
Master's use. that we also may gain the
smiling approval of our blet= xd Redeemer.

Warren Cosh asd R Forsyxii. Joint-
Secretaries

CHRISTIAN WORKERS* ASSOCIA
TIUN.

1 mt annual report of the Christian
Worker-/ A .-octalam, presented to the
conference of the Churches ot I hti.t tn
South Au.train meeting at North Ade­
laide, Feb. iMh, March nt. and March
“ Di MB U ... -.

| th^t at tl .• <• ;.!.tc . t t... ( hurcht • '•

Christ held at Hindmarsh last year, a reso­
lution was passed to the cflcd, •• That this
conference approves of the establishment of
a united monthly meeting of speakers and
officers of the various churches for mutual
conference mid Instruction.'*

Alling on this resolution, the Evange­
listic Union, who was empowered to carry
it into effefl, called a mis ting of the breth­
ren interested in the matter, and fifij ntni
attended the same. This meeting was held
in the Grotc-strect Led u re Hall, on the
evening of Dec 8th. t8«ri. and Dr Verco,
as president of the South Australian Evange­
listic Union, occupied the chair

The following revolutions were passed al
the said meeting : —

1 •• That an association of enrolled
members be formed ”

3 ■'1 hat a committee composed of
Brethren H D Smith. W Burford M
W Gricn. Dr I C Verco. and ) Verco.
be appointed: tti.it this committee teem
powered to formulate a constitution and
regulations for the projxr establishment
and conduct of the projxMcd association.
and r< port to a future meeting

This committee met nt Dr Vcreo's
residence on Dee utb, 1892, and a con­
stitution and regulations were drafted, the
same being adopted by the association, with
a few amendments at a subsequent meeting
held on Jan 12th. 1893, in Grote-st. Lcdurc
Hall

At this latter meeting the following breth­
ren were elected as the executive tor the
year —W Burford. G Cedi. H D Smith.
M. Wood Green, Dr. J C. Verco, J. Verco,
and A C Rankinc.

The executive, according to the regula
lions passed, eleded as otticcrs of the as­
sociation the following /'r. . An/. Bro H.
Smith; ti.r ficsiJtnt, Bro J Verco. ic-
/a»y and/rraturzr, Bro A C Rankin?

On the evening of Feb nth. 1S9J. in the
Grote-st. Lecture Hall, a meeting was held
to fully organize the association Thirty two
brethren were present The president eltd ,
Bro Smith, took the chair, and a number
of brethren were enrolled as members A
volunteer programme was carried out to the
delight of all present

The following resolution was passed by
the association . ■" That it be understood
that the members of thia aa ociaticn sidl­
ing any churches at their requcA lor the
ptirpo >• o! ■ |xakit:,;. ‘hall havethesr travel-
lit g rx|«.i; • paid at time cl «Uch vi •' "

Wc arc of opin: m that Ihii as. 'c:alien
will meet a long felt want by the brethren
The young :jiakcrj will, no doubt, Le
greatly a:’.rd 111 many ways bv c< mfg in

I contact with more experienced brethren.
and even tho c of riper cxncttcr.co will Ic
l.trg ly blcv c I by the ititercLir^ecf tlic-ghl
from one another.

It remains with tho brethren ef the vari­
ous church' , to make tl... a- it
a SQCC« tn r.' !.c 1 ! j-. c
\\ e want it. rnembe 1. to be w!. le L. ar.!
in its welfare, liavini; a I C.. ic t
improve the La!cu!» with which Gcd h.n
cnduwi I thi.-n, !-<> tl .4 th:.' 11: iv use th ::i
in the U t J-- -I I'-’ way V.: war 1 iht
members toh ic;-lor in alter.'a re thr
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make it a blessing and power for good to
those who come within its influence. Look­
ing to our Heavenly Father who smiles on
everything that is done in truth and love.
we cannot fail to l>e blessed in this step we
have taken in organizing the above associa­
tion, and we further trust that many.
through its influence, will be better fitted
to proclaim God's great love to mankind
in "His Unspeakable Gift."

Herewith. I beg to present a copy of the
Constitution and Rcgulationsof theCnristian
Workers’ Association in connection with
the Churches of Christ tn South Australia.
praying that such may be approved of by
this conference.

1 am. dear brethren,
Yours in truth and love,

ANDREW C. Rankinb. Secretary.
1. Name. — This Association shall be

called'* An zkssociationof Christian Workers
in connection with the Churches of Christ
in South Australia."

2. Objects.—The Objects of this Associ­
ation shall be. ” to foster mutual intercourse
and instruction among its members, increase
their usefulness in every department of
Christian work, facilitate the interchange of
speakers, and open up new fields of labour."

j. Membership.—The Association shall
consist of " Officers, speakers, and other
workers, who are in good standing in their
respective Churches." After the formation
of this Association, its future memlxrrs shall
bo elected by nomination and vote.

4. Executive. — The Executive of this
Association shall consist of seven members
chosen annually, who shall appoint from
among themselves, a president, vice-presi­
dent. secretary and treasurer, as well as all
necessary committees.

5. Meetings. — The meetings of this
Association shall be held quarterly or oftener
if deemed desirable, and such meetings
shall be called by notices announced at
Church and Sunday School meetings, for
two Sundays previous to such meetings
All meetings shall be opened and dosed
with prayer and praise. All meetings shall
commence at 7. jo p.m , and close al 9 jo p m.
All meetings to be held al Grote-strvct
Church's buildings, Adelaide.

6 Exercises.—The exercises of themeet-
ings shall consist of readings, recitations,
brief essays, addresses, analyses ol sermons.
and other Biblical subjects. No exercise
shall exceed fifteen minutes. No subsequent
speaker in the discussion of any exercise.
snail exceed five minutes. The discussion
of any exercise can be adjourned to come
future meeting.

7. Finance. — All expenses incurred in
connexion with this Association shall l>e
defrayed by collections among its members.

1 p.m.—Adjournment for lunch,
to which 66 sat down.
Afternoon Session, 28111 Feu.
2.jo.—Adoption of reports.
Resolved—“This Conference is

highly gratified with the results of
the Foreign Mission effort put forth
during the past year and especially
that shown in connexion with the
Kanaka Mission in (Queensland, anti
rejoices that the efforts of the Com­
mittee and their co-workers have
been attended with so much success.
This meeting would take the oppor­

tunity hereby afforded of suggesting
to the Mission Board and to the
Churches, that if Home Mission work
could be united with that of Foreign
and the sympathies of all the mem­
bers of the Churches be enlisted
therein, that a great and glorious
work might be accomplished in both
these fields that would bring down
upon the Churches the blessing of
God and would be the means of
saving many souls, and we therefore
recommend accordingly."

At 4 p.m. Bro. T. J. Gore read his
Conference Essay, entitled, “ Heart
Culture” to a critical audience,
and it evoked much commendation.
An unanimous vote of thanks was
accorded to him.

HEART CULTURE.
Conference Essay by T. j. Gore, M.A.

On the pages devoted to a dis­
cussion of mental science, the mind
of man, for convenience of obser­
vation, is regarded from three stand­
points—Intellect, Sensibilities, and
Will. On the pages of inspiration
we have mind, heart, and will.
There may be a neglect or culture
of these three.

Man thinks, feels, acts. He is
held responsible for his thoughts,
his feelings, his actions. He cannot
be such a Christian as he ought to
to be, without the culture of mind,
heart, and will. It is not my pur­
pose to-day to dwell on any of these
except the second—and my theme
shall be “ Heart Culture."

There is something beautiful in
Mental culture in any shape. The
thinking power of man when highly
cultured presents a beautiful picture.
Most men appreciate Mental cul­
ture, and are, hence anxious for as
much education as possible. So in
heart culture the picture is beautiful,
specially when drawn by the great
Master Himself. How splendidly
was Christ cultivated in mind, heart
and will. He had a large heart, a
tender heart, a cultured heart. His
sympathies, his affections, embraced
the whole human race.

\\ c have the example before us.
In the Greek language the word

kilos which in its primary seme
signifies the beautiful, is often trans-
latcd by the word good. In fact it is
quite uniformly translated in the New
Testament by the word good, though
it occurs about one hundred times.
Paul often speaks of good works and
uses this word, thereby implying that
as in all beautiful objects, there
is something appropriate — some

harmony of parts that appeals to
the admiration and culture of the
beholder. Heart culture would tause
all the higher traits of character to
shine with beauty and brilliance in
the sight of God. The polish of
the human mind would lie in the
direction of heart culture. The very
highest development of human cul­
ture would lie in this direction.

In fact it is the culture of the
whole man which God requires. As
the heart is that which controls the
life—and out of which are the very
issues of life—it should have special
attention. Speaking of the English
pulpit Mr. Gladstone recently said:
—“The class of sermons which I
think most needed arc of the class,
one of which offended Lord Mel­
bourne long ago. Lord Melbourne
was one day seen coming from the
Church in the country in a mighty
fume. Finding a friend, he exclaimed,
“ It is too bad. I have always been
a supporter of the Church, and I
have always upheld the clergy. But
it is really too bad to have to listen to
a sermon like that we have had this
morning. Why the preacher actually
insisted on applying religion to a
man's private life.” Mr. Gladstone
says that is the kind of preaching
which he likes best, which men need
most, and of which they get the
least. A religion which does not
come out in the life can have little
or nothing to do with genuine heart
work, much less with heart culture.
It is a stranger to that faith which
works by love.

Man has failed in many ways
without the grace of God; without
the presence and power of God, how
completely docs he fail of reaching
the excellency which lies within the
region of possibility. Hence history
is marked by deeds dark and cruel.
Ever since the Saviour’s death for
the world, and the inauguration of
His Kingdon on earth, the history of
man has still been marked by much
inhumanity and cruelty. We need
only to go back to the history of our
own ancestors. No one can read tn
English history, of the petty wars,
fightings, intrigues, and cruelties
practiced, without feeling that, not-
withstanding the presence of the
gospel, wc have a very dark picture.

In the times of William the
Conqueror, in the eleventh century
a man, for the capture of a hare in
the King’s forest, should suffer the
loss of both eyes. The record of
the cruelties practiced through tbi'1
and the succeeding reigns makes us
feel thankful that we live in an og-’
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of more refinement, of more mercy,
of vastly more heart culture. So it
was all down through the history of
the Crusades, and the so-called dark
ages. These all had the gospel, and
yet the gospel was not having the
desired effect on the hearts of the
people. Logic, clear logic was
carried to its perfection in the dark
ages—ages of cruelty, and specially
celebrated for the absence of heart
culture. I am rather shy of that
logic which is not clothed with the
tender love of God, and does not
lay itself alongside the heart of the
Son of God, and get its power and
its blessing from them.

Those who are disposed to look on
the dark side of things will do well
to take a good renew of history,
from the Christian era down to the
present, and they will, I think, grant
that the present age is of all past
ages, most to be noted for its heart
culture, and therefore, it is the best
of all the ages of the world. There
is no comparison between the heart
culture of the centuries in England
up to the present, and the present
century. See the laws now, and the j
laws during the past centuries.

Nodoubt,all thishascome through
the gospel getting hold of the hearts
of the people. What a splendid
picture is presented now of action,
self-denying work for Christ in the
heathen world. One hundred years
ago missions were scarcely known.
Now millions of money, and many
lives are freely laid upon the altar of
love for the race of man. It gives
one great joy to think of this, and to
realize it. Yet, probably, no one
can begin to think we have reached
the end. Heart culture as it goes
on will yet largely banish the abodes
of cruelty, and make the desert
blossom as the rose. How fervently
do all God's children pray for and
desire this. And yet more heart
culture is the great need of the
world.

But let us go back a little on the
pages of the Word of God and trace
this heart culture.

Under the old law this was the
sum of all the commandments—
“ Thou shall love the Lord thy God
with all thy heart, and with all thy
soul, and with all thy mind.” •* Thou
shalt love thy neighbour as thyself.”
The Saviour makes this summary
Himself. He puts it forth as the
very essence of all the command­
ments given to the children of Israel.
Yet how total the failure of the
Jews in the direction of heart cul­
ture. The logic of the cold Sad­

ducee and the proud Pharisee, was
chilling, sharp, and pointed. Their
thought was clean cut, and all that
sharpness could desire. Their hearts
seem to have been covered up with
selfishness and entire neglect of
culture. The very best part of their
natures was allowed to be over-run
with that which caused them to
turn from the highest form of cul­
ture—that of the heart. So utterly
was this neglected that their religion
had degenerated into a set of cold
formalities.

The Saviour had to say to those
of His age—“This people draweth
nigh unto me with their mouth, and
honoreth me with their lips; but
their heart is far from me." “ You
pay tithe of mint and anise and
cummin, and have omitted the
weightier matters of the law, judg­
ment, mercy, and faith." It
would require much cultivation to
reach the Saviour’s conception of the
law.—when He says, “ thou shalt
love the Lord thy God with all thy
mind, soul, and strength, and thy
neighbour as thyself.”

Even under the Christian dispen­
sation there is a difficulty in keeping
the heart so cultivated as to have a
proper conception of the Saviour's
words as used here.

Under the new dispensation the
heart of man is set forth as the
great object of conversion. Faith
with the heart is the only faith that
can save. With the heart man be­
lieves unto righteousness—unto right
doing. This is manifest when re­
ferred to the best of all illustrations
—that of Abraham, the father of
believers.

God tries our hearts. Abraham’s
trial was of the heart rather than
of the mind. “ Take thy son, thine
only son, whom thou lovest.” This
is very significant. Abraham never
doubted the existence of God. He
had believed in God always. The
stars of the Chaldean plains reflected
the glory of God. Faith in his be­
ing was a part of his nature. So
when God said to him that he should
leave his own country and kindred,
and go into another land, he was
ready to obey. But when God would
put him to the test, whi n he would
prove him, as he proves us now, and
as he has proved his people in all
ages, he tests his heart. He puts
the heart strings of Abraham to a
terrible test. They did nut break.
His heart had been cultured by the
presence of God in all his journey-
mgs. He had realized thegoodne • 

of God. Hence when the word
came to test not his intellectual faith
but his heart faith, the good old man
was ready for the trial. He had
been culturing his heart for many
years. In all his wanderings he had
remembered the goodness of God,
the presence of God, the love of God
and his heart was so finely cultured
that when the awful summons came
- ■“ Take thy son, thine only son,
whom thou lovest," he was ready
for the sacrifice. Il is well that the
father of the faithful had a heart
that could stand such a test. There
can be no question that the heart
fails in the time of temptation of
trial, It, sometimes, cannot stand
the trials and temptations of the
world. Failure in Church life, in
family life, in individual life, is in
this direction. Are there not those
who are in the Church of Christ now
who fail in the great matter of heart
culture. There is great need for the
heart of humanity to come in con­
tact with the heart of Christ.

In the Saviour’s teaching many
examples come as illustrations of
the culture of the heart. Mary
broke the alabaster box and poured
the ointment on the Saviour's bead.
because her heart moved her. It
was no intellectual conviction simply
that prompted her to do this. The
disciples, reasoning only from the
intellectual standpoint, came to the
conclusion that it was a waste of
money. But the Saviour said she
had ’done what she could—literally
what she had it in her power, at that
present moment to do. Her heart

I had been so highly and tenderly cul­
tured by the love of the Master,
that, at once she did the only thing
possible, though it failed to stand
the lest of an intellectual scrutiny.
What splendid results would follow
if there should be more of this out-
flow of a tenderly cultured heart.

Some hard hearts in the Church
of the present day might, fur aw hile,
lay aside their culd,glittering, cynical,
critical mind logic, and tty a little of
Mary’s heart logic: prubablv 111
smaller doses at first, for fear of too
great a reaction. It would tend to
soften, if not entirely to di cdpate
that feeling which some hav for
those who do nut agree with them,
that sort of sympathy which chat-
at t< rizes the raglv, as fn. m hi.- eyrie
he is i.tcking th ■ 1:. jI a
hare on the plain.
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with which He had entrusted him :
before he could be trusted with
authority in the Kingdom of God.
None but heart cultured men should
be in authority in the Church of
Christ. The Saviour, with the
cantile of the Lord, searched out
every particle of selfishness, and
revealed to Peter every chamber of
his inmost soul, when He said—
“ Simon, son of Jonas, Invest thou
Me ? " What a theological examin­
ation I No question on some intel­
lectual apprehension of divine truth.
Peter did not need this. 11e needed
to be reminded that as he had failed
in one direction once, now that he
might help others, he should keep
his heart right in the sight of God
—should pay especial attention to
heart culture. Peter never forgot
the Master's thrice repeated lesson,
and ever afterwards felt that the
great duty ami privilege of this life
was to love more and more, until the
summons should come when the
cross should claim him as it had
claimed the Master before him.

We may now come to the thought
that heart culture has to do with
the great economic and social ques­
tions of the day. There can be no
doubt that the religion of Christ was
intended to direct man in all the
varied relations of life. Many have
been the schemes set on foot, apart
from divine revelation, having for
their object the amelioration of the
wrongs of man, and the helping him
forward to the best advantage in this
life. Some years ago Robert Owen
began a socialistic movement in
America, by which he thought to
bring the greatest possible blessing
to those embracing it. He estfb-
fished a community called New
Harmony, entirely apart from the
Word ol God and the religion of
Jesus Christ. He was doomed to
disappointment. It is the old har­
mony we want thrilled by the love of
the Son of God.

At the present day many good and
excellent Christian men are trying
to settle the great questions which
cluster about wealth and poverty­
capital and labour. Some hold to
one scheme and some to another.
Some think that if all land were
held by the people—if private owner­
ship wen.- abolished, much advance
would be made as regards the pro­
blem of wealth ami poverty—of
capital and labor. I am not going
into the rm rits or demerits of such
a quv .lion as tins. 1 his much may
bi: r ai l tlu rv i -much mon-thought '
now bestowed on the relation ol 

wealth and poverty than in any pre­
vious age. Many perceive the terrible
inequalities now existing among men
—enormous wealth on the one hand,
and extreme poverty on the other.
Any scheme which promises to help

I forward the solution of the difficul­
ties which gather about these eco­
nomic and social questions, demand
the solemn thought, and serious,
prayerful consideration of Christian
men. However, the New Testa­
ment presents to ever}- Christian
heart the great need of being actu­
ated by the Spirit of Christ. Surely
if there was genuine heart culture
on the part of both the employers
and employed, these questions would
be very near solution. In Paul's
writings the duties of both classes
is made very plain.

The Saviour speaks in no uncer­
tain way of the obligations of wealth
toward poverty. The Parable of
the rich man and Lazarus must ever
remain one of the most powerful
protests that ever fell from His lips
as regards the relationship between
wealth and poverty. Here was a
man accused of no crime. He
simply “lived in mirth and splen­
dour” or “fared sumptuously every
every day." The poor never seemed
to enter his thoughts. Absorbed in
extreme selfishness, given up to a
life of sense and gratification, he had
no thought of the poverty about
him.

No dark gleam from the land of
suffering disturbed the serenity of
his soul. It was other people’s
business to give an attentive ear to
the wail of sorrow—to the mute
appeal of wasting poverty. II is was
the wealth, the glitter, and the splen­
dour of life. The Saviour shows
most poweifully that wealth has no
right to shut itself up in purple and
fine linen, and let the poor under the
very shadow of the palace of luxury,
perish for the want of the necessaries
of life. The nearer the heart comes
to the heart of Jesus, the more it
feels its influence, the less difficulty
is there about all these questions re­
lating to wealth and poverty.

All rich men should be sincere
followers of Christ, that they may
know what to do with their money,
and knowing, may have sufficient
h< art culture to put their knowledge
into practice.

All poor men should In- followers
of Christ, because he alone of all the
teachers of earth, has pointed out
how, in the great strife of life, their
interests may be best conserved.
There could never be any difficulty 

between capital and labor if all were
true and faithful Christians—if only
the spirit of Christ actuated both
capital and labor. The gospel is
the power of God unto salvation in
every possible sense to every one
that believes it. Man is saved in
every way who allows his heart
always to be filled with the spirit of
Him who, though Lord of all, be­
came servants of all.

The great need of the world
is not some human scheme to put
the temporalities among men right,
but simply the gospel of the grace of
God, that gospel which changes the
heart and makes the whole race akin,
brings them into one great brother­
hood. May God speed the day when
in the conflict between capital and
labor, the Lord Jesus Christ shall be
the one great Arbitrator. Then, and
not till then, shall we hear the last
of lockouts and strikes, which bring
such harvests of misery and suffering.

There is need of heart culture in
regard to our relationship to other
bodies of believers about us. What
should be our attitude towards
these ? I should at once say, that
which becomes the highest heart
culture. In all our relations to those
who love the Lord, but with whom
we may not agree on all points,
there should be, by us, exhibited,
the most gentlemanly courtesy*
We should avoid anything which
would unnecessarily wound the feel­
ings, or that would be, in any way
offensive. There is such a thing as
Christian courtesy and gentlemanli­
ness. Those who feel strong in the
truth can always afford to be most
kind and courteous.

Sometimes our brethren use the
word se<fl or sects in a way which
never has, and, I think, never will
meet my approval. The use of that
word is not in harmony with any
degree of heart culture. Some
speak of the religious bodies about
us as “ the sedis." Now I think
this is not as it should be, because
the word is used offensively, and is
offensive to those to whom it 1S
applied. The word as used in the
scriptures is not a comfortable word
to be applied to a body of pt opk’.
There is only one Greek word in the
New Testament for setfl or heresy,
asffbis occurs nine times. It ,s
tianslatod setff five times; heresy,
once ; heresies, three times. It is a
hard, heartless word ; specially whe n
used in the plural nuinlx r. I’- j
says, (I quote from the Revised
Version,) •• But this I confiJ *• unto
thee, that after the way which they 
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call a sctft, so serve I the God of
our fathers." (Ads 24: 14.) Paul’s
most adive enemies use the word.

Peter says : “ But then arose false
prophets also among the people, as
among you also there shall be false
teachers, who shall privily bring in
destructive heresies (or sects), deny­
ing even the Master that bought
them, bringing upon themselves swift
destruction." (2 Peter, 2 : 11). Here
the reference is very strong. It
strikes me that, doing unto others
as we would have them do unto us,
and bearing in mind the demands of
Christian courtesy,and heart culture,
wc should not use words which arc
offensive.

It strikes me further that our
relations towards other bodies need
not be drastically exclusive. In
America there is much more inter­
course between our churches, and
the various religious bodies, than
here. The truth loses nothing by
this, but gains. Wc have no need to
keep the truth hidden under a bushel.
To illustrate here a little. In the
last great Convention held in Nash­
ville, America, on the Sunday during
the Convention, nearly all the pulpits
in the city to the number of about
thirty, were thrown open to, and
occupied by, our brethren. Wc
have eight churches in that city.
Thus our brethren came prominently
before that city on that day. Be­
sides, the whole incident indicates a
state of feeling which happily and
significantly points in the diredlion
of Christian Union. To sum up on
this point, I do think, that holding
a;; we do the simple truth as it is in
Christ Jesus, we can afford to be the
largest hearted people in the world.

1 do nut believe in sacrificing
truth, but I do believe in being large
hearted—as large hearted as it is
possible to be.

In the next and last place, this
heart culture looks specially in the
direction of Mission work. Every
true and fully converted person is a
missionary. If he cannot go himself,
he will find a way to assist some-
other to go and preach the gospel.
What a glorious mission has the
Church of Christ throughout the
world. The nations which have not
yet turned to God, are all opt n now
to Chri .tian mi- ion work. The
great heart of Christianity (<<!• the
met .it) i:.r.. fur :.uW<X • and rtaptf.
to go out, as it has never done be­
fore in the past ages of the world.
China, In lia, Japan, Africa, and
other parts of the earth arc joining
in the cry—“ Come over ami help
us."

Many are giving heed to the call.
The grant of missionary enterprise
is beginning to shake off all tram­
mels. The nineteenth century is a
century of missions.

Among our own people, who have
of recent years been Stirred up by
the thought of mission work in the
idol lands, something has been done.
The American Christian Missionary
Society raised and expended in the
work of Foreign missions in the
year 1892, about £13,000. During
last year our English Brethren sent
out to Rangoon, India, three young
men as missionaries. Australia is a
new country, and is striving to do
something in this direction as well
as at home. Australia has one mis­
sionary in India from among our
people, Miss Mary Thompson. She
is labouring earnestly and faithfully
with American missionaries for the
Master. The vigorous church is
that church which is alive to the pro­
clamation of the gospel bothai home
anil abroad. Yet the great tempta­
tion on the pail of the Church is in­
difference, coldness — a want of
constant heart culture.

An Indian in America was study­
ing for the ministr)- of the Presby­
terian Church. He came before the
Presbytery for examination. Among
the questions was this—“ What is
original sin?’’ He said he did not
know what it was in others, but in
himself it was laziness. In how
many churches, as regards even
home work, might there not be with
profit a great heart warming—a stir­
ring of all the energies in the preach­
ing of the gospel—in the saving of
of souls.

There is, nevertheless, a glorious
prospect before us, whether we
accept in reference to the future, the
prc-millenial or the post-millennial
theory of the coming of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Il it be true that He
is coming, in the plentitude of His
power, and in the brightness of His
appearing to inaugurate the bits.-cd
period, then every one must feci the
magnitude of the work, in inducing
as many as possible to welcome
Him. The scriptures are always
urging readiness to meet the Lord,
and the neces ity of conversion and
consecration in view of Hi. coming’.
If He is to come at the close of the
millcnium to judge the world, and
we aie to have the blc? c d period
through the power of the go-pel
( miring into cont.u t with the In ill-.
of the multitude;', then it behove
all Chri .liana to I ..laboring with all
diligence, to that they may have 

some part in the production of so
great a consummation. May our
hearts ever be thrilled and cultured
by contact with the sweetest and
tenderest power, the surpassing love
of the Son of man, the Lord of
glory. T J. Gone.

Evening Session, 28th Feb.
After tea a large gathering

assembled to listen to the Presi­
dential address, which was delivered
by Dr. Verco, upon the subject,
“ Our Ideal and Our Actual," and a
Paper by Dr. S.J. Magarey. M.L.C.,
with the seductive title, “ The Ideal
Sunday School."

“THE IDEAL SUNDAY SCHOOL."

•• The Ideal Sunday School" should have
a good schoolroom Any ono who has had
to conduct a Sunday school in an ordinary
chapel building is aware of the difficulties
attending the attempt The seats arc cumt>-
ersen. immovable and awkward There are
no classrooms, the d.v .ci cannot b« proper­
ly arranged, the attention of the cbilutcn
can with difficulty be retained The noise
is at times unbearable. Then you cannot
venture to adorn the sacred building with
mottos and texts, ar.d blackboards have to
be removed every day, whilst fur each class
to have a blackboard is out of the question

The schoolroom should be roomv. bright,
cheerful, and well ventilated, and the light­
ing perfect. You may make the hall as
beautiful as you choose, it carnet be loo
attractive The walls should be colored a
delicate tint, and the lower juris let live or
six feet from the floor pointed No dingy
or bilious color, but light attractive shades
in harmonious blending The aisles acid
passage ways should Iw covered with oil­
cloth or linoleum, so as to Ik: readily ck ar.cd,
and lo deaden the sound of foot-let-. The
platform at the head i f the hall should be
cartx-ted. and be graced bv a reading stand.
a (able and a good blacklic.Ln! At each
side cf the platform it would not be amiss
to have a strong chaste plx.icr or stems
vase. with a tiny fountain cf waler claying
The bowl cf th? va >- uld be .1 with



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. April, 1893.106

or of scripture scenes. A few good pictures
arc worth many bad ones. The scats should
be reversible, not too heavy nor too long.
They ought to be readily removable, but
not left swinging hither and thither. The
backs not too straight or high In the
porch have a neat notice board enclosed in
a glass fronted ease. Along side of it stands
the letter box.

Then class-rooms arc a necessity—not too
many nor too small One school-room for
50 scholars is enough in the ideal school
These rooms should l>c coxy, well lighted.
well ventilated, walls colored, lower parts
painted. Every class-room should be dec­
orated with pictures mottoes, etc Every
room should De carpeted. Hat racks arc a
necessity. A cupboard for books, and a
notice txiard should be in every room
Each class to have its own Ixxiks and
bibles. The infant class-room should be
the prettiest of all—the teats arranged in
tiers, in gallery form. The texts, mottos
and pictures the brightest and most simple
The infant class-room is better away from
the hall and other-class rooms, so that the
children may sing to their hearts content
without disturbing the others.

The superintendent in the Ideal Sunday
school had better be a man of middle age—
at any rate he should not lie too young—if
getting up in years he should not nave out­
lived his sympathy for the young, and
should remember that he was a boy himself
once, and probably none too good at that.
Married men are to be preferred. A father
is better still—to be a lover of children is a
rinr yua ncn He should not be one who
loves to be dressed in 'a little brief auth­
ority."

The Sunday school should be hit work ;
he should Inc for it. and if needs be,
suffer for it. He should be exempted from
the penalty of holding any other office in
the church. He should be apt to rule, apt
to teach and apt to learn When firmness
is required, he should be firm as
adamant, mere obstinacy is horrid. He
should be a thinker and organizer, but his
skill will be belter shown by getting others
to work in sympathy, than in fussing about
and doing the work himself A good su|>cr-
inlcndcnt will be loved and respected by
all—ho will be the friend and adviser of
teacher and of scholar. The little oner
will smile for him. the big ones smile with
him. Infants will bring him flowers, big
ones will load him with gratitude. If he
fill3 the position for years, young men and
women trained in the school will not desert
him. He should know the children by
sight, if not. by name, and he will not
scowl when little ragged urchin scholars
"hullo" him in the street, llut he must
l>e obeyed —he is the custodian of the honor
and discipline of the school— a serious in­
fraction of the rules must not piss un­
noticed. whether committed by teacher or
scholar, but private remonstrance lx better
than public rebuke or remark Children
.have an intuitive sense of justice, and
favoritism they abhor Let them but omte
become convinced that he is a nice kind
gentleman, who is not above joining with
them in their play, but that he is not one to
Ixi trifled with, and they arc in his |xivvcr at
once. To know the scholar , to sympathize
with them in their troubles and bereave­
ments, to visit them in sickness, to strength­
en the weak, warn the wayward, encourage
the timid, discourage the jxrl, and befriend
the friendless, is a work that somu angels
might envy.

1 he secretary. Who can tell the work of
a good secretary ? He Is ubiquitous, punc­

tual. prompt, assiduous, urbane, methodical.
practical, pleasant, smart, and priceless.
His roll-books and class books arc a treat
to study and inspect—clean, clear, and up
to date. He has the name, age. residence.
birthday and family history of every child ;
ho can tell you the relationship of various
children, he can tell you exactly where to
find them. His records of attendance arc
perfeCt. The programme for the day is
ready, and hymns selected before school
opens, the golden text is on the blackboard.
and the bible open at the exact spot for the
lesson. He enters and leaves the class-room
noiselessly, the notice boards arc all well
kept. He performs all his multifarious
duties, yet scarcely seems to open his lips.

Tht tuchai in the ideal school are few­
in number Can anyone imagine a State
school conducted as our Sunday schools
are Surely the experience gained by teach­
ers in matters secular should not be lost
upon us. Imagine classes in State schools
composed of from five to fifteen scholars 1
The idea is ridiculous Provided that order
Is maintained, it is as easy to teach 50
scholars at once as it is to teach to. The
teaching is that of blackboard, and recita­
tion ano reading in unison. And as for the
ordinary process of reading verse by verse,
whilst those not reading are playing or
giggling could be anything worse. And
then the difficulty with regard to teachers.
would under the new sy stem be largely re­
duced. What is the trouble to-day ? With
n school with an average attendance of 200.
most schools would require about 15 teach­
ers. 1 would not detract in the least from
the merits and goodness of our teachers.
but they will be the first to admit that many
of them would be better employed in learn­
ing than in teaching—better in the bible
class than waiting wearily for the bell to
ring to bring the teaching lesson to a close
teaching ttjuirtt ItaintJ Itachtn. Who would
entrust his watch to a carpenter for repairs ’
and yet we entrust the important work of
teaching our children to those who have
nut the natural gift, nor have they acquired
(he art of teaching to good advantage. In
the ideal school of 200 scholars only five
teachers would be required The preacher
or one of the elders, would take the bible
class for " grownups." and young men and
women, one trained teacher would take
the Infants who cannot read, one would
take the girls who read fairly well, one the
boys who could read, and the fourth the
boys and girls just a little beyond the infant
stage.

But how could we obtain qualified teach­
ers ? By training them in the State Train­
ing college—the expense of such training to
be paid by the church. If necessary. I
would pay the teachers. I see no more
reason to pay the evangelist than to pay
the teacher. As a matter of fact, most of
our young converts in these days arc from
the Sunday schools, and it is essential to
the well being < f the church that they shall
haw been will instructed. Of course, none
but Christians should teach in-a Christian
Sunday school

Singing and music bold an important
i.'Osilion in the ideal school. If the school
had an organ, it should be well played I
would like to hiar good sacred music played
for 10 er 15 minuti > uhil«t the children are
assembling and whilst they arc being dis-
mi; -cd. 1 here must be a good leader who
encourages the children to meet him once a
week to practice sir.ging If it would not
horrify t.iy brethren too much. 1 would
have an instrumental band in every school.
Ihcrc is also a Sunday school choir in the

ideal school. Once or more a service of
song is given by the whole school and not
by the choir only.

Tht library' is quite an institution in the
ideal school. It should not be as now, a
deal painted cupboard, half filled with
broken backed, greasy, dirty books, with
missing leaves and calico covers, but a
room to accommodate at least one-third of
the scholars at one time. The circulating
library is in a neat book case with sliding
doors and glass windows, so that the titles
of the books can be seen. The books are
not covered, but left arrayed in all their
glory to attract the scholar The books are
constantly replenished All arc classified
according to the subjects with which they
deal Books for teachers, books for schol­
ars. and books for sale. The library is the
room for quiet converse. A few palms and
gems give to it an air of comfort, whilst
chairs and a few couches are tastefully
arranged. The tables are covered with
religious papers and magazines. The walls
are hung with reference maps and diagrams.
Pens, ink. and writing paper are provided.
On Sundays, not unfrequcntly, members
from the distant suburbs and the country
bring their dinners, obtain tea from the
caretaker, and make themselves at home
by reading and reclining in the library. I
forgot to mention that small lavatories arc
also provided.

The Ideal Sunday school is open every
day after school hours for the children.
someone being present by arrangement to
take charge of them and to protect the pro­
perty. The teachers and assistants take
charge of their pleasures and amui-enicnti
The school has Its cricket club, football
club, and tennis chib. It provides swing’.
skipping rones, chessboards, draughts, and
the hundred and one necessaries of child­
ren's amusements. It proceeds on the as­
sumption, that what is right for a child to
do, it is right for it to do in connexion with
its Sunday school.

Every child or person enrolled becomes a
member of the school, receives a card oi
membership. This card entitles the pus-
lessor without fee to all the school nrovfucs.
They arc taught to take a personal interest
and pride in their own property. 1 ho card
is taken away for unruly conduct.

The Band of Hope is in a vigorous con­
dition, and is concluded by the Sunday’
school ; but the Endeavor Society is ca­
nceled with the church, and under the
control of its officers.

Sunday school exhibitions arc held ouce
in every two years, but most ol the exhibits
are given to the school as common prof*1^)'
and carefully preserved, and again exhibited.
so that each succeeding exhibition surpaxxc®
the previous one in splendour. .

It may be objected that with ‘U ’C*
teachers and such large classes. the f.mu ,*
character of the teaching and the IKriJ.^ ,
contact of the teacher would be lust. I1,1
this difficulty is surmounted by the ap
pointment of awistanta. The c du noS.
teach, but perform all other duties
teachers. Each class has several
assistants, to each of these is assigned a
certain number of scholars for whom tr-ey
arc responsible. They visit their hotne*.
inquire into the came of their absence. thQ
report all such to the superintendent- A
the close of the school the siqictintrr.i.--
repurts eases of sickness and bcrtavcnicn •
and prayer Is offered up for blessing uj-u
the sufferers In fait all arc taught to tax
an intern >t in all others

It may be objected that churches j
afford to provide meh school-rooms. an ‘ 
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am almost prepared to hear some brother
call my scheme visionary and impraAicable.
How can we meet the difficulty t It is the
custom now to use all the money we have
raised, and a good deal that we have not
yet raised and never will, to build fine
chapels, and to conclude that anything will
do lor the school. But I venture to submit
that we should first provide the school-room
and use it lor a church until we can build a
chapel. For my own part I do not care if
wc never get beyond the school-room.
Whatever is good enough for the children
is good enough for the church. Indeed
most of our church members come from
the school, and taught as they arc that it is
their own, they will not wish to leave for
the barewallcd, dreary church building, but
would prefer to continue to worship God in
the old hall. Put your baptistery in the
schoolroom, and class rooms will do for
vestries. Just think of our folly in building
large chapels which arc nearly all in debt.
and which are closed from week's end to
week's end, except when what arc called
services arc being held Give up your
chapels, build your school-rooms, make
them homelike and cheerful, have them
open daily, the resort of your members and
their children, and you will foster a spirit
of brothcrlincssand love amongst your mem­
bers. to vihich you are at present strangers.
But one point more, anu that the chief
What is taught to the children in the Ideal
Sunday school? Well, first of all. by the
system I have described we teach them
without affedation and cant that we truly
love them, that wc consider their happiness
as no light matter, that wc meet them all
on common ground, that all arc welcome,
that rich are not preferred to pcor, and that
religion and daily life arc not severed nor
to be severed. Religion Is to be a life to be
lived, and not merely a creed Wo teach
them too how to make their homes attrac­
tive The only danger would be of attract­
ing them from their home, but when we con­
sider what their homes arc in many instances
wc are not afraid.

But what shall wc teach them in their
clau ? Certainly not that which they can
learn In day schools . banish the idea of
teaching tn read Teach them to behave
like little ladic i and gentlemen; teach them
to obey instantly by general movements in
uni aan . teach them to answer in unison, to
•Ing in unison ; teach them to be reverent
in prayer; teach them to honor father and
mother, to love their sisters and brothers,
to l-c rc txclful to their ciders, kind to the
weak, kind 10 animals; teach them to abhor
drink, lying, dishonesty, meanness, im­
proper language, gambling- But what ore
wc to teach llicm of the scriptures, says
eno . why you arc teaching them the spirit
of Christ's teaching by all you have done

What is to be the text book ? why the
New Testament. In the Ideal school the
whole attention Is given to the New Tc-ta-
mer.t. the teacher refers only to the
old and ita history to illustrate so far as Is
necessary to expound the new.

Tho teaching of advanced scholars in the
bible clx-sca h u» the hands of the preacher,
and there I dare not intrude, but for the
others I, would deprecate worrying the
children with theological trim*, avoid pic-
ju.l.clrg their minds by hara-.ing lha ceils,
or drifting off into matters of opinion or

i’wauld like the teacher to dwell chiefly
open k -■> Speak always with tho great-
c : rcvcrcr.ee of Lu Illustrate from his life,
parablej. and teachings who he was. what
La claim-, upon us arc, what he has done 

for us, and how he hated sin and hypocrisy.
Draw upon every incident of His life to
illustrate His teaching with regard to His
love or His Father s love His Father's
love for Him and far the world, the prin­
ciples of justice, mercy, benevolence, un­
selfishness, self-sacrifice, self- abandonment
and sympathy. Avoiding hairsplitting and
theories teach the little ones his thoughts
and wishes, about trust, belief, penitence
and repentance, and to the elder ones the
beauty of His ordinances. But let us reach
the child's heart as much as His intelli­
gence. Do not instil doubt, speak with
confidence, but avoid dogmatism. If theo­
logical problems must be dealt with, leave
them to the bible class, but spare the child­
ren. But give me a good Christian teacher
and I am not afraid of his teaching

And now 1 have done, 1 pray you. if you
do not like my Ideal, form one for your­
selves, so that wc may, in the fear of God,
do what is best for the dear children

----- O-----
SECOND DAY, ist MARCH.

Morning Session, 10 a.m.
After praise and prayer, the elec­

tions were proceeded with as fol­
lows :—

President, II. D. Smith; Vice-
President, T. J. Gore, M.A.; Trea­
surer, D. Verco; Secretary, John
Verco; Assistant-Secretary, James
Manning.

Committee. —Thos. Colebatch,
\V. Burford, Jas. MacLachlan, A.
T. Magarey, Thos. Forsyth, senr.,
J. Weeks, M. W. Green, A. C.
Rankine, T. B. Verco.

Foreign Missionary Committee.
—M.AVood Green, Robt. Forsyth,
Wm. Charlick, A. C. Rankine, H.
D. Smith, T. Colebatch, G. Noble,
C. Lawton, W. Burford, G. D'Nesi,
with two ladies from each existing
Mission Band.

Bro. Alfred Ewers was appointed
correspondent to Isolated members
of churches.

It was decided to hold the next
conference at the Grote street chapel
on or about the month of September,
,894- . , . -

The appointment of Essayist was
remitted to the Executive.

The desirability or otherwise of
inviting the next Federal Conference
to hold its sittings in Adelaide, was
left to the judgment of the Evan­
gelist Committee.

The following reports wire sub­
mitted by the various committees :

(1) Report of Reference Com­
mittee.

2-OBITUARY REPORT

shadow has come. Hearts have been marie
sad. and wc have been reminded that this
earth is not our abiding place

During the year 23 have fallen asleep fn
Christ. Out of this number, 1 believe, only
one took part specially in the public warship
of the church Bro. George Overall of tho
church at Milang. wav a very excellent man.
ami passed away having done what he could
for the Master.
3 — COMMITTEE OF WAYS AND

MEANS.
The churches of this Union arc not fully

recognising one of the chief purposes for
for which it cvivts Seeing that but a small
number of them have contributed to the
amount of money sent in, wc therefore urge
the claims of this Union upon all the
churches for monetary support, so that
large centres of population in our province
may bo strengthened by us.

We can but rrpc.it a suggestion given
last year, viz . whether it would not.be con­
ducive to the spread of the gospel, if all
churches would agree to contribute toono
common fund from which all our preacberx
might be sustained according to the needs
and relative merits of each.

Further, wc recommend that all the
churches set apart one Lord's day contri­
butions for the special purpose of support­
ing the Union

4 —DIGEST OF LETTERS
Hindmarsh sends a cheering account of

progress made They ore rejoicing ever
enlarged premises, and are looking forward
hopefully for increased power and useful­
ness, They send kindly greetings to Con­
ference They have a good presped for
much blessing before them

Queenstown —The brethren here fed
encouraged by the progress made Their
Sunday school now numbers to. and they
arc looking fur much blessing They are
specially thankful to our North Adelaide
brethren for help rendered in preaching and
teaching, and also to Bro MotTal, who his
returned to Port Firie

Stirling East bus nothing special to
report, Lord's day school flourishing.
Bible class at Aldgatc Valley doing well
Church holding ita own and -Jowly advan­
cing.

Unley says success has attended its
work Attendance al meetings good.
Speaks highly ol the work of the Christian

! Endeavor Society -says it supplies a long
felt want Asks tho question, " What rela­
tion ought tho Sunday school to sustain to
the church? Is it an cr-cntial part of
church work, or dues it stand in no caxntia!
connection with church work "

North Apelaiue extends u :Jal uel-

rcvcrcr.ee
rrpc.it
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Glenelg.—New church lately formed.
The church numbers 36. Sunday school
growing in number. A good interest pre­
vails. and we arc looking for much blessing.

Henley Beach.—During the year a neat
little chapel has Ixrcn erected al a cost of
/45i. Taking steps to organize Sunday
school Meetings for worship and preach­
ing maintained

Millicent has 28 on the church roll, and
Is struggling to keep up the meetings in the
best possible way. Hopes to have visits
from the city preachers. Enquires which
money Is best spent on evangelisation that
expended In city or country. Also asks.
•' Are souls of more value tn the city and
suburbs than in country districts ? " Who
can answer ?

Postponed and Miscellaneous
Business.—Arising out of the Refer­
ence Committee's report, the first
question was:—“ What relation does
the Sunday School occupy to the
Church ? " No one being prepared
with any definite resolution, this
matter was allowed to lapse.

Bible in State Schools.—An
animated discussion upon the resolu­
tion—*• That we sympathize with the
objects and efforts of the National
Scripture Education League tosecure
Bible Reading in State schools
during school hours with a con­
science clause," resulted in a large
majority voting in its favor. It
might remove misapprehension to
state that all objections expressed to
the resolution was upon the ground
that the provisions of the present
Education Act (if availed of), were
ample for the purposd sought.

Afternoon Session, 1st. March.
2.30 p.m.—Bro. G. D’Nesi pre­

sided over the devotional meeting.
3 p.m.—Postponed Business.—

The following letter from the S. A.
Alliance was read :—

Aiic.ljltb', Feb. 24, l!jj.
The pKild'iii an<l Member* <4 theChurch (J CLrlil Conference.
Dlar Ilti riiirh anu Fellw-wobkcms-—

Resolved—•'That In accordance with the
taiggc'dlon from the S A. Alliance, this con­
ference recommends the churches to set
apart the last Sunday in November ai
Tctnp.rance Sunday, on which special
reference may be made to the brink
Question."

“ Bro. M. W. Green read a paper
on the theme—“ Woman's position
in the Church " to a large audience
in which the ladies predominated.
The conclusions of the Essayist were
vigorously combated by some of the
speakers who followed, and as vigor­
ously defended by others. On the
whole it was an instructive and in­
teresting debate and resulted in an
unanimous vote of thanks to Bro.
Green for having so ably placed the
question before the meeting.

THE POSITION OF WOMAN IN
THE CHURCH *

This question is occupying much atten­
tion at the present time, owing to the
strength of the agitation for Woman
Suffrage, the prominence of woman in cer­
tain philanthropic organisations, and the
large part now taken by Woman in Church
Work, and especially so in America

The passages which arc supposed to en­
join silence upon women are the following.
as rendered by Alford

"Let your women keep silence in the
churches, for it is not permitted unto them
to speak, but to be in subjedion. as the law
also saith. And if they wish to learn any­
thing let them ask their own husbands at
home, for it is a shame for a woman to
speak in the church. What I did the Word
of God come from you ? Or came it unto
you alone?" (1 Cor. 14: 34-36)

"Let ,hc '■•°fnen learn in silence in all
subjection. But 1 suffer not the woman to
teach, nor yet to rule over the man, but to
be in silence. For Adam was first formed
then Eve. And Adam was not deceived,
but the woman, being taken by the deceit,
hath become a transgressor Notwith­
standing, she shall be saved through her
child-bearing, if she continue in faith and
love, and sanctification with sobcr-minded-
ness." (1 Tim. 2 : 11-15.)

In apparent contradiction to these scrip­
tures arc the following

"Every man praying or prophesying.
Having liis head coveted, dishonorcth his
head But every woman praying or pro-
phcsyiDg with her head unveiled dishonorcth
her head, for it is one and the same thing
as if she were shaven. For if a woman is
not veiled, let her also be shorn; but if it is
a shame to a woman to be shorn or shaven
let her be veiled." ft Cor. 11 : 4-6. R V)

" 1 he Lord giveth the word : the women
that publish the tidings arc a great host."
(1 sa 63 ; 11: R V )

"And it shall come to pass afterward.
that I will pour cut my spirit upon all flesh -
and your suns and your daughters shall
prophecy, yourold men shall dream dreams
your young nun shall see visions , and al■'.»
u|»vn the servants and upen the handmaids

““ m> ‘P'"’ "

!h?‘ . 'r11 !>a,llll“a ’P°Wn

tlicy shall prophesy,

The declarations in these scriptures seem
to show—1st That women did prophesy in
the early Church, and that this most likely
was in mixed meetings; as there could be
no impropriety in a woman being unveiled
when tn a meeting of her own sex. 2nd. In
ancient times women are spoken of as pub­
lishing the tidings contained in the word
given by the Lord 3rd Joel predicted
that God would qualify the daughters and
handmaidens to prophesy by pouring upon
them the Holy Spirit 4th. Peter on Pente­
cost declared that God had fulfilled this
promise. The proof of its fulfilment may
be said to be supplied by the statement that
Philip, the Deacon and Evangelist—•• had
four daughters that prophesied." (Actsai:?)

The question then is. how to reconcile
the apparently conflicting statements and
what is the position of woman in the Church
now? To answer, I would ask attention
to,

(1.) What was the condition of woman in
in Apostolic times in the Countries where
the Apostles preached ?

Every country has its special customs,
and what would be respectful and right in
one might be the reverse in another. For
example, with the early Greek Christians
men expressed reverence in worship by un­
covering the head, (r Cor. ir: 4-7). So it
is with us now Bui in the Orient, then
and now. the same sentiment has led to the
head remaining covered In China, gentle­
men calling upon their friends show respect
for them by keeping their hats on; wo do
by taking them off. We express cordiality
by shaking each others hands; the Chinese
do it by shaking their own. English and
And American ladies wear white at wed-
dingi and black nt funerals; Chinese re­
verse that order. Among ourselves a student
reciting a le-.son, expresses respect for hii
teacher by turning his face towards him;
while a Chinese student does so by turning
his back.

It has long been understood that tome
commands of scripture relating to their pre­
vailing customs are not binding upon Chris­
tians now. If other customs express the
same rentiments. e 1; - "The washing of
feel : '• The holy kiss" Ac

1 now notice the customs of the Hebrew
women in early Christian time-; Their
condition was much better than in many of
the surrounding countries, or than it !• in
the Orient now The general exclusion cl
woman from the society of the other rex
prevailed in all Eastern countries in the
time of Christ and his Apostles, and for
hundreds of years previously. It was tLc
custom prevalent from the earliest period
of the East to seclude women in apartments
apart from those of men (Smith's Diet

11 • P- 3352). they having their separate
apartments Daughters seldom left their
apartments for secular purposes, except
among the poorer classes: those who by
their wealth were elevated to high station*
in life spent marly the whole of their
time in their palaces.

Worship in Synagogues was practised r.ct
l>’ ' than five hundred years before Chri-l.
U partition fnc or six feet high dividing the
men from the women, so that a speaker oa
either side of the partition could nut M
seen bv the whole audience. That there’
might be no confusion, the speaker requ.red
to go to the platform in view of all, and fi ~
a woman to have done so. iinlcsa she had
I-ui a prophetess, would have been re-
gankd a> highly Improper and Imniodc
hueh arrangt mentj and customs I'.M k'
Liknci: on the part of ordinary worm; 11
the larger icllgioiu a-v-cinbliis, compal
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especially in the Synagogues, where the
early Christians often met.

The headdress of women also nearly
compelled their silence In the larger assem­
blies. Two things are particularised in
which women were to be distinguished from
men—they were to wear long hair, and not
to be shorn as men were, ft Cor. it: 6-15,)
and thev were to be veiled In the religious
assembly. (1 Cor 11 : 5-10-13 ) The word
•' uncovered " in 1 Cor. 11: 5-tj is literally
•• unveiled." The word " covered " occur­
ring twice in r Cor. it : 6 is literally
•• veiled." It Is dear the apostle enjoins
upon the Corinthian Christian women the
wearing of veils in the churches. It seems
probable if not certain, that some. In their
conception of their new liberty, wished at
times to throw off their veil; hence Paul's
words 1 Cor. ir: 5,6. 13), and for unim­
peded speech such would be necessary In a
large assembly.

The Hebrews used several kfhds of veils,
but all chiefly for covering the face. In
addition, they had several kinds of mantles,
or shawls, which could be drawn over the
face al pleasure. each being of such thick
material as to impede speech; thin veils
would have been regarded as indecorous as
no veils.

The veil was especially emblematic of
that "authority" (t Tim. 2 la) given to
the man over the woman, which he was to
exercise as her leader and her protector.
Without the veil she dishonoured her head
(1 Cor. it : 5). and her head was the man
1 Cor. »: j)

Though women in the Synagogue were
excluded by a partition from the sight of the
men in the audience, they were in full view
of those who conducted the services. With
their customs, both modesty and reverence
for men required the women to wear the
veil In the presence of the Synagogue officials.
There was the public* sentiment that they
should hate on their heads the token of
power -(1 Cor if 10) authority—which
was doubtless the veil Their Immemorial
customs could not be easily laid aside.
Among the early Hebrew Christians, there­
fore. in their state of society, the silence of
women in their larger assemblies naturally
followed The question now arising is.

(„•) What were the customs relative to
women's silence in assemblies among the
Greeks >

Virtuous Grecian women during the Apos­
tolic age. and long before, w ere seldom or
never teen in public assemblies, except as
cans erts to Judaism or Christianity. *i heir
condition (as pagans) was far inferior to that
of Hebrew women. When they were con­
verted and introduced to Christian assem­
blies, It materially altered their conceptions
and desires, and it was possible that female
vanity might creep in under the name of
Christian freedom. Pagan Grecian men
had very little respect for the character of
women and regarded her capacities as much
inferior to their own Aristotle says—" If
the have a will, it is a will without rights.
and if she hath virtues, they arc kindred to
those of slaves." The Athenian woman
was in r.o respect the equal of her husband ;
she was not the entertainer of his guests.
nor the mistress of his house, bat only his
housekeeper and the motherof hb children
" The life of a Greek woman of good repute
was one cf strict seclusion, living with her
children and servants in what was called
the gynwrrei.Tf. always in the rear of the
dwelling, or possibly the ujper story . the
men occupying the ae/i. nitii. the front fits1
story ar. 1 chief part Strangers wire never
admitted to the apartments for women. As

a rule the virtuous women were not well
educated, except in the duties of house­
keeping. The unvirtuous women were often
well educated, like Aspasia. the famous mis­
tress of Pericles " (North). Virtuous wives
were in general shut out from the thoughts
and aspirations of intellectual society. No
women, but those fallen from virtue could
listen to the philosophers in the arcades or
to the Orations in the Areopagus, and none
but they could ride through the streets with
uncovered face and in richness of apparel.
Dollinger says (Gentile and Jew. vol. 2:
p. 2J7) " If retirement, restraint, ignor­
ance of the world, and legalised respect
were the portion of married women, freedom.
education, and the homage of men. ending
in contempt, fell to the lot of the htl-itrat.
Young Women destined for this pursuit re­
ceived a careful education, such a* was
denied daughters intended for the marriage
state. Hence the HttJtr.it was connected
with the Arts, the literature, and even the
religion of the country: and this gave her
a kind of historical importance." In such
society It was of great moment that Chris­
tian women should be guarded against all
dress and behaviour that would liken them
to the vicious. Addressing religious assem­
blies would bring suspicion ujron them, and
disgrace upon the Church Appearing in
those assemblies at all. was. lor them, a
marked degree of advancement.

Virtuous Greek women going from home
usually wore a veil, or light shawl, upon the
head, with which they could cover their
faces when in the presence ol men. Spartan
married women never appeared In public
unveiled, though the unmarried did Among
the Dorians there was allowed comparatively
free and unrestrained intercourse between
the sexes, but with unfortunate results

In view of all the circumstance) and sur­
roundings, the Christian Greek women
would feel restrained to wear their veils in
the larger religious assemblies. This of
Itself would nearly comp.'l silence, and
throwing it olf to speak would invito
scandal. If some. In tneir zeal, were will­
ing to Incur all risks, and besides appearing
in the assemblies, to displace their veils.
and engage in asking and answering ques­
tions in public, the Apostle thought It trot
wise or becoming. Especially so, because.
unless they were actually inspired, and the
Lord should nut be hinaered from speaking
through them, they could just as well put
their questions to their husbands at home.

(3) The customs among the Romans ax to
woman's silence, do not much concern us.
because the rcstridions given in scripture
are mainly concerning Grecian women.
The restrictions of law and custom upon
women among the Romans, however, were
not so many or severe as among the
Greeks A married Roman woman had
mure control over her own household, and
in the earlier centuries ol the Republic.
lived In the better part of the house, instead
of being confined to the poorer juris bhc
also shared in the honors of her husband,
and might be the educator of her own
children, instead of yielding their instruction
to the mure trusty slaves, as among the
Greeks Still, they were tar from enjoying
the rights and freedom afterward* enjoyed
under the reign of Christianity l-ndcr the
Emperors, which wav the time ul the
Apostles, woman's lot was far tnuTO de
graded than during tiro Republic In early
times, the women were more like those of
the ancient Celts. Scythians, and T hraciass

land remarkable fur courage, and often
I accompanied their husbands in warlroc.
I but the change in the latter port of tho

Republic, and through culture falsely so-
called. was Irolh "rapid and fearful"
Woman was more often taught by slaves
and Greek chambermaids, than by tho
mother, or not taught at all. and was re­
garded os naturally more vicious than man.
As a result of the degeneracy of the Roman
Empire, virtue was constantly under temp­
tation to apostocy. Infidelity to the marri­
age state became nearly universal among
both sexes, and virtuous women remained
content In the obscurity of their home*, or
pined in solitude, not even having the
privilege of intercourse with her brothers or
other male relatives (or their own improve­
ment. As a consequence, when woman was
allowed any intercourse with the world, her
ambition sought vain and greedy show . her
conduct was generally frivolous, often
boisterous and vicious She was unblush-
ingly bought and cold fur marriage, her
capacities even for that relation were
ridiculed, and marriage was at length
avowedly and boastfully renounced by many
citizens. She came practically to be with­
out rights, without the ownership of pro­
perty. and nearly without rrsjurCt from her
own or the other sex.

Roman a.i well as Grecian and Hebrew
woman customarily wore the veil in the
presence of men The married women
more scrupulously wore It than the unmarried
bee a use it was a symbol of their adherence
to their own husbands. On the whole, then.
Roman Society, in the Apostolic age, re­
quired woman's silence nearly fully as much
as Grecian Virtuous women were too little
esteemed to be allowed social freedom with
men That freedom was so much granted
to vicious women as to drive the v irtuous
into seclusion Silence became their pro­
tection; and there was no occasion fur the
Apostle to exempt them from the restrictions
laid uj»on Christian women in the Churches
of Greece and Asia Minor

(a) The present Oriental customs relative
to the silence of women and their seclusion
arc mure vigorous than in the Apostolic age.
but do not really concern our subject.

The conclusion to which the fun going
facts seem necessarily to lea*! is. tliat the
silence of women In the Churches became
an absolute moral necessity, except in
special caves of inspiration ; because cf the
general condition of women and the esti­
mate in which she was held in the Apostolic
age. and hence the prohibitions given.

II —The question now arising is. was this
prohibition intended for all lime, or was tt
simply a sjxxiol provision demanded by the
then existing circumstances That this
latter is the case seems probable, when cer­
tain considerations are borne in mind, to
which attention will cow be given And.

1st—Woman's original positron os the
helpmeet ul man When the original pair
were placed in the garden cf Eden, there
is no indication of tho inferiority ol tiro
woman to man Tho fact that she wax
taken out ol his side, and wax a part uf him­
self, and that she wax prut idol to lea help­
meet. a friend, ccunscllnr. and all that cian
needed in the slmpc of society to
preclude the idea < I Inferiority li was
only after the lua.jrc..:. :i tnal the bon -.1
suburdinaticn wa» placed upunhtr. un.la*
thia was a result i f sin. ai-d a tuiil -1 > itxTs

1 u:>ik which Christ car.ro I < it -ir-'), 1; m

HttJtr.it
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into Egypt, the beauty of his wife Sarah
was visible to nil ns they passed (Gen.
ia ; 14). Rebekah was vcillc&s when Abra­
ham's servant first saw her in Mesopotamia
Gen. 24 - 16). As also was Rachel when
(acob first taw her at her father's well.
Gen 29: 30). The pious Hannah wore no

veil when praying in the temple, for Eli saw
the movement of her lips (1 Sam. 1:12,
Women were also wont to go alxsut through
the held;, unprotected (Dcut 24: 25-27).

Their freedom and Importance in social
life arc very evident. 1 ho early Hebrew
wife and mother held much control over her
household (I’rov. 14 1-31; 10-31). and even
invited guests to her dwelling ,ind hospital!*
lies Jael invited Sicscra to her ten’ (Judg.
4; 18); the Shunamitc woman, Elisha, to
her home. Later, when her ton sickened
and died, she went to Mount Carmel to
intercede with the Man of God for his and
the divine blessing (2 Ki 4:8); on another
occasion a prophet's widow carried to hitn
her own cams of nerd (2 Ki 4 ; t-y). In (

tob’s day women attended feasts with their
rother.s (Job 1 ; 4). In the days of the

Saviour they attended both as assistants
and guests (Jr.o. 12 : 2; 2:3), There seems
no reason to doubt that it was the custom
of Hebrew women to take their meals with
the men (Smith Diet. Bib P. 3553), and in
I ho earlier history at least, Hebrew damsels
were not given in marriage without their
content. To Rebekah was put the ques­
tion, " Will thou go with this man.” (Gen.
24. 58) l or a year after marriage the
husband was not to leave his wife, but to
stay and cheer her. (Dent. 24; 5,) and the
tccncof Ruth in the field of Boaz, indicates
the courtesy of men towards women in that
early Hebrew life.

The freedom and activity of women in
political life among the Hebrews is also
apparent. Miriam led the women of Israel
in public rejoicings over the nation's
deliverance at the Red Sea (Ex. 15: 20-21).
Jcphthah's daughter went out publicly to
congratulate her father on his triumphal
return from battle (Judg. 11 : 34); Women
of Israel came out of their cities with sung:.
and triumphal marches to meet Saul and
David as they returned from the defeat of
the Philistines (1 Sam iff: 6-7). Deborah
uis a judge, prophetess, arid sacred poetess
in Israel and ot high distinction in public
u-rvicc (Judg. 4. 6-14: 5 7). Hannah
offered a remarkable prophetic tong in the
House of the Ixird (1 Sam 2 r-lo), and
the public office of inspired prophetess was
hold in the earlier day, at leant by the four
- Miriam. Deborah, Haldah (j Kt. 22: 14),
and Ncatliali (Neh 6: 14). The career at
Icxcbcl (1 Kt. 18: 13; 21: 25: 2 Ki. o. 7)
in the Government cl Israel, and of her
daughter Athaliah. os Queen of Judah (2 Ki
it; 3), illustrated the active part in public
life which was sometimes allowed to women
among the Hebrews.

3rd - I he promi .e of the outpouring of
the 1 pint upon the daughters and hand­
maidens. and the declaration that (hey
should prophesy. show th it women w 11 to
have an nCtivrpirt in theClinrehol Christ
Thin promise, coupled with the f.uft that
Philip had four daughters that prophesied
and that in t Cor n; women are clearly
allowed to prophesy under certain condi­
tions, and that in t'hn.t there ii neither
male tn.r fem-.fe lead to the Impn -ion lh.it
the npctdfjc prohibitions were not intended
t i In- ‘ I n immanent charazlcr, but were
simply a tcnq»ur.uy cvp« licit. and ili.it

intention u.v. that woman should
gradually be restored to all the right*, and

privileges of her original position as the co­
equal and helper of man.

111.—How then shall we explain the pas­
sages prohibiting women from speaking ?

Observe—1. The Apostle Paul taught the
obligation of woman in hia time, to have
her head veiled in the religious assemblies
t Cor rt: 5. 6 Except among Orientals
it is more universally believed that woman
isrcleased from wearingthc veil in churches.
Hut why this almost universal change from
the practice that prevailed in the New Tcs
lament period. Because veiling the head is
a changeable custom, not always needed.
Why did the Apostle require it? Because
then, and there, woman's freedom from
"shame” (Cor. it: 6). her reputation
and modesty demanded it; and because
woman is the glory of the man (1 Cor.’ rt : 7),
receiving her place and higher honor by her
relation to him, ami thus reflecting. his
honor. Man is unveiled, she should be
different—veiled If he is king, she is
quem. ondhcrquecnly radiance and modesty
are fitly joined.

3. A pertinent enquiry is. What was the
design in that age 0! symbols, in requiring
the silence of women in the Chnrches ? and
the answer is- chiefly to give token of her
modest and retiring nature, and of her
acceptance of her appointed relation to man.
To the Corinthians the Apostle says—" It
is not permitted unto them to speak, but to i
be in subjection ’' (t Cor 14: 30). The I
" But ’• shows contrast . breaking silence ’
by speaking was casting off the symbol i
(the veil) of their relation to man. •• It is a
shame for a woman to speak in the Church ’ j
(v. 5), because it was the violation of her 1
symbolic profession of virtue, modesty, and
faithfulness " Did the Word of God come j
forth from you ? '* (v. 36). Arc you the
authority to change customs and symbols?
To Timothy the Apostle says—■• I art the
woman learn in silence in all subjection "
(1 Tim. 2: it). The implication is that
‘•subjection" then required silence •• j
suffer not the woman to teach, nor yet to
rule over the man. but to be in silence ”
(1 Tim 2: 12). A woman's public leaching
was then an approach to ruling over the
man, and belonged to the same category.
••To be in silence," meant not attempting
to rule, or to lie the •’ head." At that time
her silence was necessary to her acknow­
ledgement of the relation. But what was
the principle? "Subjection." What the
custom to show it ? •• Silence." The silence
was enjoined for the subjection, nnd not the
subjection for the silence The speaking
involved a sort of intercourse with men on
the part of women, and a renunciation of
their dependence upon their husbands.

The veiling and silence requisite in the
apostolic age to indicate woman's nature
and virtue, arc not now necessary for those
purposes, except in Oriental lands. Strict
veiling among us n no longer Insisted upon
Why then insist on absolute silence ? The
Apostfe says, •■ 1 suffer not a woman to
teach” (t Tim 2 • 12 ) He spake of public
teaching The private was allowed - Pris­
cilla joined her htnband in teaching
Apolh. i (Ari. th • •(.) Public teaching
broke the t>rop.-r silence But women may
teach both sevej now, and cause r.o re­
proach or violence 0! propriety. I he basal
/re-in/fz of woman's office an hclpmro-t has In
no wi-c changed But two ruif. mi, veiling
and silence, unie expre jlveol the prim Iplc,
have, as Lrimrly ab.ervcd, passed away.
In wmio well r.ondudcd In.t1tutir.1re of
learning, female tnstiudors of cla_.i .. em­
bracing both sexes of adults, turn often from

language, science, and literature, to teach
Bible lessons, and condud religious ser­
vices with those same pupils. Not even
Moslem's would object to too teaching if it
could be done without exposing the female
countenance. A company of men and
women meet socially in a parlour; the
women with veils and bonnets laid aside.
Probably no such scene was ever witnessed
in the apo?tolic age Women in that circle
may properly speak at times so as to be
heard by all at once. Some of them may
there give disquisitions on science, art. or
manners. But turn that secular meeting
into a prayer circle, and why may they not
as well Ik-heard? Woman needs still to
consult decorum, modesty, her own retir­
ing nature, and her place as helpmate and
not head Beyond that, why seal her lips?
She need not sit now with face veiled and
voice silent, and her knowledge withheld
to show deference either to men or women.
Customs once required as signsand symbols
would now lx: bondage. Laying upon
woman now, and in Christian society, the
ancient or modern moslem habits of living
in these respects, would be equally as pre­
posterous, and cruel, as to impose on us
under the new dispensation, the ancient
rites and ceremonial of Judaism. Truth
by developing symbol into substance, and
type into antitype, makes us free.

The perpetuity of a law depends upon its
reason. If the reason remains, the law
continues. Hence the meaning or binding
nature of a command may be ascertained
if doubtful, by consulting the reason for its
existence, The reason for woman's office 
a; helpmate, and not head, ccaseii not, nor
ci er will in the mortal state, hence the
office, nnd requirement, for acquiescence In
it, continue ihu reason why women should
closely veil her face in public has ceased in
Christian countries, and the requirement
has ceased, to the rc.v.on for her absolute si­
lence has ceased, and the requirement also.
She does not now bow to the restraint of a
thick, veil,she need not now maintain silence to
maintain her modesty, or to nymbolEc her
submission Why. then, always be idleut?
The reason for humility and Christian
affeainn among brethren, has not been ul
aside, nor ever can be, and the requirement
of these virtues Is still in force. The
reason for washing one another's feet, n5
expressing that humility and affediun, has
been set aside, and also the obligation to 
perform that ad. The command h satis-
lied with such other conduit as is express'c
ot fraternal fellow ship, and of •'preferring
ouc another." (Rom. 12: to.) So the re­
quirement of woman’s silence la satisfied
with a modejl behaviour, and a chtcrfel
adherence to her office as wife >n ,*:c
marriage state.

From what hai been said, it may be in­
ferred. that the special precepts enjoirupg
silence upon women, arose from the special
customs of the times, nnd the relation*
which those custom-, were supposed to em­
body, and that as the.e have changed, tee
re-awmu for enjoining silence no longer exist-
Still, it ix yet true, tli.it woman should not
take part or place in religious as-crabhe*
which would imply any claim of supcri »n-y
cr rule over men It would violate the divide
order of headship and helpmate, and would
be repugnant to their own better teclinu4

Tilt command to keep silence in th*’
Clnirthcs, once obligatory on v.r.ir.in, -•
Ic-a-.t except in lanall privata meetings. ir-‘‘
In cara? i.f inspired pronlurc.. - •. h-s *)
me liliid obligation iq on llicm null, tcy >"•
what it has oa man, became of her ollie® a3
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wife and not husband. While her relation
to man has not changed, the customs cx-

Cressivc of that relation, and appropriate to
, have partially altered, so that the same

degree of silence and retirement requisite in
the Apostolic age is not now demanded
Where in social religiousmcetings objections
arc known to exist against women taking
part, it would be better that she remain
silent, and time and reflection will probably
work a change. In no other age of the
world has woman been denied more re­
ligiously than socially. Paul gave women
more liberty in religion than many of them
had in social relations, and there seems
nothing in her relation to man to forbid the
exercise oi the talents with which she may
be endowed in the religious assemblies, pro­
vided that proper respect is paid to the
occasion and proprieties, to time, and
Erescncc. and that her conduct be ever in
armony with her relation to man. with tier

modesty of nature, and with the habits of
virtuous society where she dwells. Scrip
lure seems to warrant this position.

At 6 p.m. 200 sat down to tea.
The evening meeting was presided
over by the President elect, Bro.
II, D. Smith. Dr. Vcrco read a
very interesting communication from
Kanaka Thompson. Stirring and
instructive addresses were delivered
by Bro. Joseph Pitman and A. T.
Magarey.

THIRD DAY, 2nd MARCH.
Morning Session, 10 a.m.

A devotional meeting was held
under the presidency of Bro. J.
McLachlan.

Resolved—“ That in adopting the
report of the Committee of Ways
and Means, this Conference recom­
mend that each Church should take
up at least two special collections
during the year towards the General
Evangelist Fund."

Bro. IL D. Smith read the re­
port of the Central Foreign Mission
Board. Resolved —“ That this Con­
ference specially recommend the
work of Bro. Thompson among the
Kanakas of Queensland to the con­
sideration of tire Foreign Mission
Board and the Churches of South
Australia."

Queensland Relief Fund.—At­
tention having been called to the
fact that many of the Brethren were
severe sufferers through the late dis­
astrous floods, it was deemed desir­
able to specially assist such sufferers.

*• Resolved — “ This Conference I
expresses its hearty sympathy with
the Brethren in Queensland in the
di tri: ■ which they are suffiring
through the late floods, and rccom-
m-.E.I • th<- Churche. to aff >r«l spudy
ami life-tu.d rJief by the collection
of funds and forwarding of the • aiirn
to the secretary of the Evang. Com-
mitt* c fur early transmission to Bro.
Denham of Brisbane.

Various votes of thanks were as­
sented to, and amongst others, the
following deserves recording:—

“ The country Brethren and Sis­
ters desire to express their hearty
thanks to those in the city and
suburbs for the kindness and hospi­
tality displayed by them during this
Conference and past Conferences."

The services of the past Com­
mittee, President, and Secretary were
made the subject of eulogistic re­
marks.

After an ample lunch to which
about 50 sat down, the Conference
was formally closed by singing—■
“ God be with you till we meet
again."

alje^Iriu Eolith Wulrs
(Confrrrnrr.

—:o:~
11K Ei«hth Annual Meet-

tsl ing of the Associated
<y111* L Churches of Christ in

! Ntfw South Wales was
held in the Enmore
Tal»ernacle on Friday

V <7y> ' and Saturday, 31st March
v and 1st April, the Presi­

dent, Bro. John Kingsbury, taking
the chair shortly after 10 a.m. *1 he
attendance of delegates was 62, that
of the brethren and sisters generally
being good on the Friday, especially
in the afternoon, when the interest
as a rule seems to increase the most.

The first half-hour was spent in
praise and prayer, led by our aged
brethren. Dr. J. Kingsbury and
Thos. Hawkins; also by Brethren
J. Frazer and J. C. Dickson.

The minutes of the previous
Annual Meeting were read and
adopted.

ADMISSION OF CHURCHES.
The churches nu cting at Nundah,

Penrith and Woollahra wire admit­
ted into the Association.

CHVECHES REPRESENTED.
The roll of delegates was called,

when the following churches were
found to be represented:—

VISITING BRI.THKV.N.
J. C. Dickson, of Vnley. S.A.;

Glass, of Kircaldy, Scotland; Geo.
Saxby, of Bathurst, N.S.W,: who,
together with others, were invited to
take part in the deliberations of the
Conference.

PRESIDENT'S ADDRESS.
Bro. J no. Kingsbury.

As President of the Conference of
the associated churches of New
South Wales, 1 feel it an honor to
occupy the position in which I am
placed to-day. The fact that my
brethren saw tit to place me here,
speaks great things , to me, and
arouses feelings in my heart not
easily expressed. To have the
esteem of so many loving hearts,
and the confidence of so many of
those who are using their influence
for the welfare of their fellow
creatures, and the caitying out of
our Master’s command to “go into
all the world and preach the gospel,"
is indeed very gratifying to me.
We are all placed in this world for a
purpose, and in the Church of Christ
wo each have a place and a duty. I
am not unmindful of the fait that 1
was placed here for a purpose, and
in looking back over the year which
has passed, and asking myself have I
done my duty : I ful conscious of
the faifl that I have done but littb-.
and at the most have been but an 
unprofitable servant. This is a
question which I think we might all
ask ourselves: What ha*.e we done
for the Lord during the last year ?
Can it be said of us w have done
what we could; or are we conscious
that we could have done much
more? Personally 1 can say th.it I
should like to have done more.
However, 1 have endeavored to
carry out my portion of tin work to
the best of my ability. 1 should like
just to say fine that 1 line I.tn
will phased with the way in which
as a Committee we b.a\i worked
together. I have been in the week
for some years now, ami on various
committees, and 1 in say that 1 fcavu
novel worked upon eno in wk.h
betti r harmony < v b 1• ' m?ii work
bi.cn got thunigli. < »1 con •-> all
ful sorry th it guat-.i since - ha-i
not alb n.b <1 the w< rk, I ut tl::s t - a 
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brotherhood, and not from the world,
we ought to feel thankful to God
that we have been able to accomplish
as much as we have.

One thing I would like to impress
upon the brethren is this—that we
cannot do anything without they
supply us with funds; and to this
end I pray that God will abundantly
bless them, and that they may have
enough for their own wants and
something over, that they may be
able to send the word of life to those
who are perishing around us. May
the Lord put it into the heart of
every one present and the whole
brotherhood to contribute to this
noble work. Don't let us be so
selfish, brethren, that having the
word of life we lock it up just for
ourselves.

Although our influence has been
somewhat curtailed through want of
funds, yet, considering everything,
we have much to be thankful to our
heavenly Father for. Our evangelist
in the field, Bro. McCrackett, has
done a noble work, of which you will
hear in his report.

As a Committee we feel sure that
(he brotherhood as a whole do not
respond to this work as they should.
and how to reach all and secure
their sympathy and co-operation, is
a problem which we cannot solve. I
Our monthly Home Mission meet­
ings in the various churches were
introduced for this purpose, but we
fear have failed, because those of
the brethren whom we wish to reach
do not attend them. We think this
is a work to which every member,
young and old, should contribute,
and if we could induce systematic
giving, and each member contribu­
ted, if it were only a penny a week,
we should have ample funds to sup­
port one if not two evangelists in the
work; instead of having, as at
present, to say to our evangelist "We
arc sorry; but we cannot support
you." Brethren, I feel sure that
there is something wrong with our
Christianity ; it does not reach deep
enough into our pockets. We seem
to say, *' Be ye warmed and be ye
fed," but withhold that which brings
the food. Let us wake up again to
our duty, and see that the Lord's
work is not stultified by our with­
holding what He has only lent us to
use.

We cannot all preach the gospel
publicly, but we can all /r.y for its
success, ami give of our means to
carry it to a perishing world. “Go
ye into all the world and preach the
go.p< I to evt ry creature " is a grand 

commission, and upon it depends
the eternal destiny of millions ; and
we are the ambassadors of the work.
What shall we sav, then, if we
betray our trust—if we fail to tell
to others what a Saviour we have
found ?

Just think of it I Millions who
have never heard of the love of God
and the glorious gospel which is to
save the world. How can we with­
hold our help ? How can we stand
coolly by and see them perishing for
want of what we possess and have
in our power of giving ? Let us
take pattern by our Master, and
employ ourselves for the good of
others.

" Go ye into all the world and
preach the gospel" is a grand com­
mission, because given by the Son
of God Himself. We should think
no little of a commission given by
an earthly monarch, and were there
any great reward upon its. fulfilment
how eagerly would we hasten to
obey. How much more, then, to
carry out the command of our
Saviour, when not only our own
eternal interests, but that of millions
of others, rests upon its fulfilment.
We do not realise tlie momentous­
ness of the command, or we would
be more eager to carry it out. May
the Lord help us in the coming year
to be more earnest in the work, to
consecrate ourselves afresh to His
service, and to give more liberally of
our means for the spreading of the
gospel, which is God's power unto
salvation to all who believe it.

1 should like to speak of the fruits
of the year's labors, but this would
hardly be fair to those brethren who
will be giving in their reports, so
must leave that to them, but 1 can­
not help saying that a good amount
of work has been done, and the good
seed sown in many hearts, a goodly
number have been added to the
Lord, and an interest awakened in
many centres. May the Lord con­
tinue to bless the efforts put forth,
and may the year we are now enter­
ing upon, be one of a great in­
gathering into His kingdom.

If we want to see the world con­
verted (which I trust we all do), we
must make individual effort, we
must each do our share of the work,
and not sit down and expedt the
preacher to do it all. We must
remember that the Church of Christ
is a co-operative company, in which
all share in the responsibility as well
as the profits, the difference being
that instead uf sharing the profits
heir, we gU our dividends in the 

next world. The more we do for
the company the greater will be our
reward. Let us sec to it that we do
not betray our trust, but that when
the Lord calls, we do not present a
false balance sheet, and receive in­
stead of a reward, that punishment
which the Lord will pronounce upon
the unfaithful, “ Depart from me for
I never knew you."

In conclusion, brethren, I would
say again, let each one of us deter­
mine that this year we will do all we
can to carry out our Lord's com­
mand to " Go into ail the world and
preach the gospel to every creature."
If we cannot preach ourselves, let
us help those who can, by giving
(hat they may be sustained in the
work, and praying that God will
abundantly bless their efforts.

SYNOPSIS OP CORRESPONDENCE.
Letters of congratulation from the

Executives of the South Australian,
Victorian, and Queensland Confer­
ences. Explanation of absence from
Bro. L. Burdett. Fraternal greet­
ings from R. C. Gilmour, of Dubbo,
and regretting his inability to be
present. From Bro. Chas. Watt,
(Enmore Evangelist,) at present in
Adelaide. From Bro. Geo. Day,
stating the probability of his leaving
South Australia, and that he was
open to labor in New South Wales.
From Bro. Win. Winter, of Moree,
conveying fraternal greeting, and an
application to the Conference for
Evangelistic help. These two last
letters were referred to the General
Committee for their consideration.

The printed reports having been
taken as read were received and
adopted in order as follows:—

EIGHTH ANNUAL REPORT.
Beloved Brethren.—In coming before

you at the close of another Conference year
to present their report, your Committee
consider that while from .1 financial aspect
the outcome may not be so good os wC
might have desired, yet, otherwise, we arc
encouraged to think that a cursory view of
the past year's results will compare favor­
ably with those in years gone by; n°*.
however, until the Church Is more generally
impregnated with a fervent, heartfelt desire
to see the cause of our Blessed Redeemer
spread throughout the length and breadth
of this our country, shall the aspirations
that were formed at the inception of the
Conference movement some years ago be­
come realised in all their fulness.

Your Committee were Instructed at the
last Annual meeting tocontinue the service*
of the Conference Evangelist at the Rich­
mond River, and were further recommended
to appoint him to Newcastle district Lr a
season, If circumstanc. 1 would co allow
Both these recommendations have been
carried Into cffcCt, and the limo of ‘!:r
Conference Evangelist ha. been dili. t d’)
devoted to labor tn the e two localiti- • ii1C*
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JOHN KINGSBURY,
President or this New South Wales Conference, 1892-93,

Was born at Enniorc, Newtown, N.S.W., on the 10th clay of September,
1849. He is the second son of Bro. Dr. Joseph Kingsbury, of Enmore.
Ever since his immersion in 1864 he has been a member of the Newtown
Church, and has represented that church on the Conference Committee
for two years; he has also acted one year as Vice-President, and this-last
year as President. For several years he has been, and is still, a deacon
of the Church meeting at the Tabernacle, anil for many years has led the
singing for the congregation meeting in the above place lor worship.

tho time of the Annual Meeting until the
present, although since 10th February his
services have been retained wholly by the
Newcastle brethren, his engagement with
your Committee having ceased on the above
date. As Bro. D. M. McCracletl will (d.v.)
be present with us to-day. we will not in any
way entrench upon his report, but leave
him to tell his own story of difficulties
encountered and overcome, of discourage*
meats put to flight and victories won for
and in the name of King Jesus. Neither
shall we have anything to tell you this year
as to Foreign Mission work, at since the
last Annual Meeting the Church iu this
Colony has federated with the sister
Churches in Victoria and South Australia,
unh the executive in Melbourne, and a
report from that executive will be presented
for your consideration

Tile Mission Band, which is afi.hated to
tho Conference, and which in August List
v.oa formally organised as a Breather*'
Uni.m. has, wc uro glrnl to say. groan tn
ttrcnglh and in usefulness; hire again we 

will not anticipate anything that our Bro
G Bagley may have to tell you, only to
say that in labor they have been abundant,
and that God lias blessed their labors to the
salvation of many souls. As an outcome
cf the monthly meetings in connection with
the Union, a claw has been formed under
the guidance of Bro J. Colfcourno to aid
those who wish to further qualify themselves
iu the work they have taken in hand

Wc have again to thank tha Churches fur
granting the Committee the servlccsof their
Evangelists during the past ydar

Lord s day, May Sth. saw the commence­
ment in tho Eastern suburb* of what, wc
truLt. will ere long be astrong and influ­
ential church. Bru E ixwi* madeamova
tn this direction at the Annual meeting, the
question, however, was referred to wcr
Committee, who, after cont-i.L-ratiun ol the
matter, decided to aid the brethren at
Wooilahrain their de-.to to form them-1 Ives
Into a local congregation, and having 6rH
apprised the church meeting in 1 hraD.th-
v'.rcet, Sydney, and with whom they were

holding fellowship, of their intention. a
small band of believers, numbering nine
souls, gathered themselves together, met
according to tho Lord's appointment on the
before-mentioned date, and the same night
inaugurated Gospel services in tho dlstrid,
and. as will be seen by tho statistical table.
the membership has steadily Increased.
The Mission Band has entirely relieved the
Committee from any burden tn the matter
of carrying on the services from the com­
mencement. Bros. J. Crawford and G
Bagley were the first to hold forth the
Word of Life In the hall chosen for the
opening services, and the latter, along with
others, hu held tho fort ever since.

In conclusion, uc trust that a larger and
more extended sphere of usefulness may be
opened for our successors In tho coming
Conference y ear.

John Kingsbury.
E. Cole I President.C. A. Kort J

March jtst, 1893. •

REFORT or THE SUNDAY SCHOOL UNION.

Dear Brethren,—It is with extreme
satisfaction that wc avail ourselves cf this
opportunity of placing before you the First
Annual Report of the Sunday School Union
of the Churches of Christ in New South
Wales. It had long been thought that .such
a Union was necessary to the morn effective
carrying out of the Lord's Day School
work; and, accordingly, on May 17th cf
last year a meeting was convened in the
Chapel, EILzabcth-strcct, when represen­
tatives of the Eumorc. Sydney and Peter­
sham Schools were present. At that meet­
ing it was resolved—" That a Sunday School
Union be formed of all the Churches ol
Christ in the city cf Sydney and its
suburbs *' A basis of the proposed Union
was drawn up and agreed upon, and in
pursuance of a revolution passed—"Thai a
report containing all items cf interest to the
jiM December of each year be prepared
and presented at the Annual Ccalerence ”
— thia report is now placed before you

The second meeting cl the Union was
held on August 16th. and on that occasion.
amongst others, we had the pleasure of a
visit from Bro. Milner Black (who was
passing through on bls way to the U, S. of
America), when he delivered an address
full of encouragement.

At our third meeting, held on November
15th, Bro J. Thompson. Missionary to the
K.anakaa, Queensland, waa present, and
delivered an earnest address, pointing cut
that In vear 1 gene by be iiad wandered into
the building where be was then speaking
and how that both the treatment he had
received from and the influence exercised
upon him by tho teachers had resulted in
his after becoming first a follower of, and
then a teacher of the Lord Jesus Christ, to
the heathen Kanakas.

Quarterly meetings ol tho Union arc he'd
on the third Tuesdays tn tho months ol
February, May. August ai.J N. -ember
The Superintendents cf the Sydney and
l'.naM>rc School# act in conjunction with the
Secretary os a Committee of Manage::.cut.
To tho trcwiit the meetings Lave been
fairly attended and h.v.c been cf an cn
coura»;mg and cniayabla nature What
his been 4-.c0m; listed tai hitherto mainly
lr”i of a | rc'i:r niry charade/. but uc
trust that we have.been s_.\zj. Id in in-
av.guratug a Vrdun which will prove her.o-
! Al to all. an 1 which will cbcti.vr'v rr._'i

tb.3 K • -> I c.r P.
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Master. Trusting this report may be the
index to many more successful ones.

On behalf of the Union,
D. R. Hall, Secretary.

EIGHTH ANNUAL STATEMENT FOR 1892-93

In presenting my report before you at last
annual meeting it gave me great satisfac­
tion to state that the donations had been
greater than those o( any previous year, the
gross receipts amounting to Zag: 5s. 3d.
Although this year the total donations do
not amount to more than futi 12s. tod..
yet, when the following circumstances are
taken into consideration, the discrepancy­
does not really appear so great. Last year's
report, for instance, included about nine
months’labour with the Petersham Church,
during the whole of which period the Church
In that locality was paying the Committee
the sum of £2 per week ; whereas the
churches for which the Conference Evan­
gelist has been laboring since the last
annual meeting, have only paid the Com­
mittee the sum of /3s 9s. The continued
mid unprecedented depression has also been
largely felt amongst us as with all other
religious liodies A perusal of the dona­
tions will, however, disclose the fad that
the bulk of the money has come from the
city and suburban churches, who. while
them selves upholding the Word of Life
have by their ready response shown that
they have a de .ire that the primitive Got|>cl
shall stretch beyond their own borders.
This is the purpose for which the Confer­
ence exists, that it may aid as far as
possible those churches which, though
they may be willing to spread abroad the
Word of Life. are yet crippled for want of
a little monetary aid to further their
efforts A perusal cl the expenditure will
disclose the fad that the Committee have
not expended any money unnecessarily.
The item of Zt J 13s . paid to the Mission
I land and Preachers’ union, has been more
than fully justified when the work accom­
plished fo taken into consideration, includ­
ing ns It dot 5, amongst other places, work
done in the suburbs of Rookwood, Peter­
sham. and Woollahra

it Is to be hoped that the brethren will
in no way relax their efforts; it Is rather
essential that all should fully realise that It
is only by those Churches who arc strong
helping the weak that the Committee can
receive that support which Is necessary to
cuablo them to carry on the work with any
degree of efficiency.

March 31-.1 E Andrews, Treas.

STATISTICS
The accompanying table of Statistics h

as near as possible a currtd return of the
Members of the Churches of Christ in New
South Wales There arc brethren meeting
at various parts of the Colony in their own*
hutnev for the " breaking of the loaf "on the
Lord's day, but we believe moit cf the^c
still hold their tn» mbit, hip in the churches
under the head cl " Isolated Brethren ”
Amur g-.t other places wo note such brethren
mixt at Heathcote, Kiama, and Prosped
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treasurer's statement for 1892-93.
Rtctifli.

£218 12 10

NEW SOUTH WALES CONFERENCE
COMMITTEE.

By Credit Balance for
,. Contributions—

w ard .. Z'9 J 6

Enmorc 2'49 17 0
lunee
Kiama
Lismore
Morce
Newcastle
Petersham
Rockdale
Rook wood
Sydney
Woollahra

1 0 0
200

18 0 0
400

20 9 0
4 1 6
1 6 0

22 15 6
38 6 0

3 3°
164 16

Annual Fees 8 0 0
,, Proceeds—

Conference Tea
Meeting

Collection at
After meeting

Tea Meeting
Bro. and Sis.
McCrackett

£(> «5 3

3 >7 0

3 >4 9
0

Debit Balance .. 12 <> 4

DiibuntctmU.
To Evangelist's Sal­

ary £186 o o
„ Travelling Ex­

penses 532
---- ---------£191 5 2

„ Mission Band £3 19 o
Preachers* Union to o o

---------- 13 «5 0
Printing.. ,. .. t> 14 6
Tea Meeting (Conference).. 5 15 <»

„ Stationery, |»itage.lc!cgram : j .8

£2

- Do do 2
-WoollahraChurch

Feb. 5—Sydney do.
Mir. t2—Ccn(erer.ccCom

July z'j—Conference Com
raittce

Aug 12— Do do.
., —Bro Knapp

Sep 9-Conference Com
ex it tee

Nov. ix— Do. do.

Rookuood,
March 3l5t. 1893,

PREACHERS' UNION

Ofl. 14 — Travelling Ex­
penses .. o 12 8

Nov. 11— Do. do. .. o 10 7
Dee. 9— Do. do. ..09 5
1B93.
Jan. 13— Do. do. .. o 10 4
Feb. to— Do. do. ..015 2

„ —Postage .. .. 060
Mar. to—Travelling Ex­

penses ..on 2
---------- 5 5 9Credit Balance .. 4 13 11

/it 10 8
March 31, 1893.

G. Baglev, Treasurer.

CONFERENCE EVANGEL­
ISTS’ REPORT.

The following is a brief abstract
of report from 15th 1892 to March
29th, 1893, presented to the New
South Wales Conference :—

When the last annual report was
presented, I was stationed at Lis­
more. Here I continued to labor
for about three months, during which
time the church prospered. The ad­
ditions on the Richmond River since
the Conference being 17 by faith and
obedience, including 1 for Wyrallah,
the rest being between Lismore and
Blakcbrook. One received into fel­
lowship at Lismore formerly immer­
sed. Eight received formerly associ­
ated with the Baptists, now forming
the Church of Christ, Wyrallah ; 2
by faith and obedience during our
farewell visit to Bungawallyn. Ar­
rived in Newcastle, July 20th, and
proceeded to Merewether, and was
heartily welcomed by the brethren
at a tea meeting held the following
evening in the chapel. The gospel
meetings have been well attended
throughout. A fair and steady in­
terest has also prevailed, 63 having
been added to the church ; 7 restored
to fellowship, 5 newly received into
fellowship, formerly immersed, and
31 by faith and obedience.

On October 9th the church at
Merewether was set in order by the
appointment and scriptural ordina­
tion of elders and deacons, at which
Bro. Colbourne assisted. On Nov­
ember 27th gospel meetings were
commenced in Newcastle, and con­
tinued every Lord's day afternoon,
until March 5th, after which time
the brethren resident in Newcastle
continued to meet there on Lord's
day morning for breaking of bread.
A go:pel meeting is now being held
at both placer, every Lord’s day
ev< ning, my .-.elf preaching one Sun­
day at Merewether, and the ether at
Newcastle. At Newcastle wc can
only say wc have made a beginning.
However, wc ate full of faith and 

hope for the future. A temperance
society was started at Merewether
shortly after wc took up the work,
and is abundantly prospering. A
little help has also been given to the
□hurch at Nundah, and during the
last visit the church there began a
separate existence from Merewether.
Elders and deacons were duly or­
dained, also 3 were added to the
church, 2 by Faith and obedience,
and one received formerly immersed.
The work in its every department
continues to prosper in this district,
and the prospers of the future arc
bright. The total number of addi­
tions for the year being 74, out of
which 52 were baptisms; 3 others
were baptised, but arc not counted,
because not added to the church.
Heartfelt thanks is tendered to the
committee and brethren generally,
for sympathy and support given up
till February loth, anti to the bn th-
ren at Merewether, specially for
their self denying support since then,
and above all thanks and praise to
God for what has been accomplished.

D. M. McCrackett,
March 29th, 1893.

REPORT BY G. BAGLEY.
It is with pleasure and gratitude

to our Heavenly Father, that we
present this report of the work done
at Woollahra.

At the earnest solicitation of the
few brethren who had decided to
start a cause in this populous suburb.
Bro. J. Crawford and self weiu ap­
pointed by the Preachers Union to
assist them in the proclamation
of the gospel. Accordingly on May
8th, wc held our first meeting. The
attendance was most dueling, about
30 were present. We cuntiuu* *1 to
preach for some time, but a:, the
attendance did not increase, it was
deemed advisable to start open air
meetings on Saturday nights, ac­
cording we held a meeting in the
street, and obtamid a lavorable
hearing. We continued to hold
these meeting every vvede, wc were
soon satisfied that this was the most
ptacUcal ami sulci ..tul way of ad­
vertising. Our auJicrueon Sunday
evening!, rapidly mctcasod. Aft.r
two months labor tv.;- ther, L-:o.
Crawford, having actxjtvl a situa­
tion in the counity, hit us. IL..
parting Iiotu us was 13 dt .1 a n
of sorrow.

The brethren anxious to ; u sent
him with a token ol t!t« al! •>.
presented him with .1 wi n: : : a. 1
4a token of ahectiun and uE;;.i.
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Bro. T. Bagley then came forth
with a desire to contribute his share
of influence to help on the work.
We continued to hold forth the Word
of Life—that word which like Jeho­
vah liveth and abideth for ever—
which is the savour of death unto
death in them that perish, and of
life unto life in them that are saved.
The good seed sown soon sprang
up and yielded the desired fruit.
Seven precious souls confessed their
faith in Christ, and followed Him in
obedience to His commands; and
from time to time our hearts rejoice
in seeing souls put on Christ in His
own appointed way.

Altogether i6 have been added by
faith and obedience, and n by let­
ter. This is not the sole result of our
labours, but by the united labors of
of the brethren, among whom arc
Brethren Watt, Picton, and Col-
bourne, especially the latter, who
assisted us on several occasions at
our out-door services, and in visiting
enquirers. Whoever has been the
instrument, to God be all the praise.

We are pleased to report that all
who have been brought to the know­
ledge of the truth have continued
steadfast, and growing in grace and
knowledge of the truth. Of this
church, which has now a member­
ship of 36, we have considerable
hope of its progress and usefulness.
There are some excellent material
in it, for the service, and work of
the Lord, which arc being brought
into operation.

We cannot close this report with­
out expressing our deep thankfulness
to them for the substantial sympathy
with us in our endeavours to pro­
claim the truth. We received several
volumes of our brethrens best works
which are invaluable, and have
greatly assisted us in our work.

We trust that your deliberations
may tend to edify the disciples, nnd
redound to the glory of Hirn who
loved the church, and gave Himself
for it. G. Baglev.

REPORT BY BRO. WANT.
It is our pleasure and privilege to

let you know how we are progress­
ing. Eighteen months ago four
families, including 9 disciples in
in their midst, owing to existing cir­
cumstances, were compelled to leave
the Newcastle district, and shift into
the wilderness in order to meet
work. When work left us and we
left Newcastle, we did not, however,
leave the Lord Jesus Christ behind
us, but took His presence with us,
and although separated from the 

fellowship of those we left behind,
we were enabled to fellowship with
Him on the first day after our
arrival. Although young disciples
in the faith, we determined to culti­
vate what talents we had to the best
of our ability, and at once com­
menced speaking for the Master.
He soon gave us the desired in­
crease one by one, until nine having
been added to the number, our
little church in the wilderness aggre­
gates eighteen. We met at first in
a small hut holding about thirty,
but this primitive building soon be­
came too small, and desiring to in­
crease its size, we became our own
splitters and dressers of timber, and
those who could drew out of the
daily wage, and unitedly collected
enough money to buy iron for the
roof, and additional scats. The
sisters too, nobly aiding us in their
sphere of labor. All being complete
we decided to have an open­
ing tea. All the country round
came, and somewhere about one
hundred adults sat down to tea. A
Sunday School was started, and we
have an average attendance of 23
scholars. We determined topushout,
however, into the regions beyond,
30 miles, to the Forest of St. Clair,
where the gospel message was
wanted, and obtaining the loan of
a horse, travelled over the mount­
ains, rivers and creek, and when I
tell you that the brother who went,
had not been in the saddle for 20
years, it does not require a very
vivid imagination to guess he was
not very comfortable at his journey’s
end. However, three met on the
Lord’s day, in the afternoon the
primitive gospel was preached to
about a dozen who were assembled.
We continued our visit every two
weeks. At our next visit, when we
came to the place of meeting, no
less than 30 horses were tied to the
fence, and so pressed were we for
room, that we mid to put about ten
in the chimney. Three came for­
ward, and confessed Christ, and
were baptized into his name. On
the return journey the country
we hail to cross had become flooded,
we had to swim the watercourses,
and one of our number lost his
horse and was nearly drowned,
but God was with us, and brought
us all home safely again. Anoth­
er fourteen days and yet again
another precious soul came forward,
which now makes four meeting with
that church, striving to uphold the
name of their Master in the wil­
derness. Last Lord's day Bro.

McCrackctt came from Newcastle to
visit us at Nundah, and three more
in addition to those already reported
in the statistics, confessed the Lord
Jesus. --------

Bro. Want followed his report by
asking the aid of the brethren in ob­
taining a horse and cart for the pur­
pose of better prosecuting their
preaching labors, as thus two would
be enabled to go, and they had no
desire to impose upon the person
who had hitherto so kindly lent them
the horse. Bro. R. Leek moved
—that after the report heard and the
desire expressed, wc could not delay
our hand—and a collection being
there and then made, resulted in

9s. 2d. being handed to Bro.
Want.

Bro. Charles, from Wagga Wagga
district, gave a brief report of the
work done there (a written report
from the same district will be found
hereunder).

Bro. W. Wright from Merewether
followed with a brief report of the
work in and around Newcastle, but
Bro. McCrackett's report contains
his remarks in exlcnso,

The following written reports were
received and adopted :—

From the Church at Wagga
Wagga, by Bro. F. Goode :—
REPORT FROM THE CHURCH AT

WAGGA.
To the Ihtlhrin in Cun/ntn(t /ItumtlfJ.

Beloved Brethren,—
Not Iwlng able to be present with you. I

respectfully furnish a written report of the
progress of the Cause of Christ in this dis­
trict for the year 187.1.

My time has been almost entirely devoted
Io teaching nnd building up the congrega­
tion, forming the Church in this district;
the attention of the brethren being Invited
exclusively to nn exposition of the Galatian
epistle.

A great drawback to the Church in this
place, arises from the fad. that the breth­
ren are scattered over such a large trad of
country. We have a congregation in the
town of Wagga, another at Downside about
to miles north, and another 26 miles down
the river at Carrawarna.

1 visit Downside once n month, and
Carrawarna every two months, besides a
preaching station at Albury Road, about
6 miles from here, where 1 visit monthly.
Carrawarna being such a distance. 1 visit
there on the Saturday, preaching Saturday
night.and meeting with the brethren early
on the Lord's day morning for worship.
and returning in the afternoon to Wagga.

From the Church at Penrith, by
Bro. D. H. Stewart —

Since making a start in the dis­
trict we have had four additions by
obedience. The Temperance hail
has been engaged for 12 months,
and we have put in a baptistery, thus
being prepared for our part, and
trusting the people will be induced 
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to see their duties to God. Our
numbers being small, the expendi­
ture basso far exceeded our contribu­
tions, there being a deficit at the
present date of jfS 14s. yd.

From the Church at Junee, by
Bro. J. G. Scrivener :—

Bro. and Sis. Crossthwaite were
until December 14th, 1892, the sole
representatives of the Church at
Junee, but since the above date their
consistent lives have with their pro­
clamation of the Truth resulted in
four additions, three of these being
by faith and obedience. Others
have a knowledge of the Truth and
we arc patiently awaiting further
developments. Too much praise
cannot be accorded to our Bro.
Goode for his work, although per­
haps abrupt, still it compels atten­
tion, and by his very earnestness
wins some who are not too much
enamoured of the lukewarm Chris­
tian.

FOREIGN MISSIONS.

The Report and Financial State­
ments of the Executives in Mel
bourne, as printed in the Victorian
Committee's Report, were read and
adopted.

Kanaka Mission Report, by Bro.
J. Thompson:—

KANAKA MISSION REPORT.
ftbbnvutfd trfort ftvrn Brv. Tkotafwa's l.tUtii

I am located on the 1-iln River, 30 miles
to the South ol Bunclabcrg. This locality
will be one of the largest sugar growing dis­
trict in Qu< envland, although at present It
h only in its Infancy. My greatest diffi­
culty when first I came here, was in getting
a place to live in.as there are no empty
houses to be had on the field, Ihu only place
being a hut that had been built for the
Kanakas in one of the plantations, and
which the planter gave me the use of until
such time us 1 could gel a place built. My
hut was like the “ Old I-cg Cabin down the
Lane," having no windows, and letting in
the rain and the sunshine. One cannot
live with white people and carry on Mis­
sion work among the Kanakas, the rrc-
judice is so strong among white people they
will not have Kanakas coming about thtir
riser-, although they employ them. That
is the reason 1 prefer to live alone, for then
I am able to make the Kanaka welcome in
my hut, otherwise, I could not expect to
succeed in my work When 1 came, the
Kanakas were pleased to hear I was going
to live amongst them There are t^mc
Christian Kanakas lure who came from the
Milica School in Ilundabcrg, and they
ha.e been holding meetings in huts of a
night time, and have told their countrymen
cf the Saviour’s love for them. I have
organised a Church <4 Chri-t among the
kanakas that t.ere living hire; fifteen ha I
been formerly LaptUd in Btindaberg. and
ac liavc been meeting every land's day
tinea January. 1 am under great difficult:* a
he:.-f.a place to meet in. The building
I u.-= at present for nit- ling tn, bch to
the Church of England It was a j it,
vuicnul school and church, I.al 1 n auuunt 

of the people in the distrid not being able
to find tho £300 per annum for the minister's
monthly periodical visit, the Bishop with­
drew him from the distriQ, and the build­
ing had not been in use fur two years, but
the dintriA. is showing signs of greater
prosperity. I am afraid the Bishop will
t>e sending some one here, and 1 shall lose
the u c of the building. It is far too small
for my meetings, but it is the only building
to be had in the township. of Childers,
which is about the centre of the Isis district.
It is here that all the Kanakas in the
country round meet on the Lord s day to
buy what they want from the storekeepers.
It would be very advantageous to buy a
piece of land, and secure a good site for a
Mission Hall before 1 am turned out of the
present budding I occupy. The land is in­
creasing in value, but at the present a piece
could be purchased at a reasonable figure.
The owner of a suitable piece of land In­
forms me he could let me nave half an acre
for £50. or a quarter of an acre for £25 ;
one-fourth cash, and the balance at Tour,
eight, and twelve months, at S u interest
added. It would be a pity to sec the pro­
gress of the Mission hindered for the want
of a place to meet in. I hold meetings on
the different plantations every night, and on
Lord's day three meetings, and a Sunday
school for white children at Childers As
we arc 30 miles from any dodor or chemist,
It also becomes part of my duty to attend
to the sick On Lord's day, March 5th,
seventeen Kanakas and one white man con-
fessed their faith In Christ before 20a
Kanakas, and were immersed. It was the
first time a scriptural baptism had taken
place in the district. and white people were
anxious to see It. Before the immersion I
had an open air service, and then took the
confession of those who were going to be­
come obedient <0 their Lord. It was rather
a severe test for the Kanaka, but they are
not ashamed of professing Christ. After
the immersions were over we met for the
breaking of bread. Seventy Kanakas have
taken the Temperance pledge

There have been baptized since the mis­
sion started — Kanakas. 17; white man
baptized, 1 ; Christian Kanaka-, when the
mission started. 21 ; total, 39.

We have men attending our meetings
from fifteen different Islands, speaking 15
different dialects, and yet all worshipping
the one Lord in one language. When you
come to consider how easily the Kanaka in
reached. at what a small cost, without lots
of time rpent in learning the language, or
without the same risk of loss of life, you will
understand that nomission to I he heat hen has
the some advantages, and calls for your sup­
port more loudly. J. Thompson.

Brethren Lillie and Crawford be­
ing elected as scrutineers, was fol­
lowed by the election of officers.

Exciuti.e. — President, I. Col-
bourne ; Vice President, J. Hunter ;
Secretary, C. A. Rofe: Assistant
Secretary, R. Vcrco; Treasurer, E.
Andrews.

Bros. R. Steer, G.
Bagley, J. Stimson, E. Lewis. 1.
N.wl.y.

/ .; >i .Wt-s: . J»y Ci ’'-'WjL'rr-- Sis-
io. I.. I.. Koss. and Hus.

J R. Lock and E Golt.

VOTES OP THANKS.

To retiring officers for services in
the past. To the sisters for the
substantial repast so freely provided,
and for their waiting on us.

Proposed by Bro. C. A. Rafe,
seconded by R. Vcrco—“ That wc
place on record our hearty appreci­
ation of the labours of Bro. E. Gole
as Conference secretary; and regret
that he cannot see his way clear to
continue in that office."

motions.
The first motion on the list by

Bro. Wright, of Newcastle, was
withdrawn.

The second motion by Bro. J.
Halliday, of Petersham :—

"That thh Confluence recommend to tho
committee the advisability of financially
assisting three or four brethren to preach
the Gospel in preference to onu at a high
figure”
was fully discussed for about two
hours, and finally resulted in his
motion being lost on the votes.

This concluded the business of the
day, and was followed by the Tea
meeting, which was generally at­
tended by members from all the

I Churches.
Bro. John Kingsbury taking the

chair at the after meeting, Bro. J.
Hindie moved that:—

"In view of the demoralizing and dis­
gusting and brutalizing effect cl the traffic
in intoxicating liquor, abundantly illus­
trated in the daily life cf the people This
Conference of the associated Cnurchci of
Churches of Christ in New South Wales,
strongly affirms the necessity and wiulom cf
prohibitory legislation.**

Seconded by Bro. Win. Walker,
and carried.

The remainder of the evening w.ts
agreeably and profitably spent in the
reading and discussion of Bro. J.
Colbourne's essay.

THE CHURCH OE CHRIST. HEK
WORK. AND HOW TO DO IT?
Brotiifr Chairman. and D.-ar I'krin-

Rts —When 1 received a reque st seme time
ago from the Conference Commute L* write
an essay fi r the annual raveling. while 1
was not unmindful of the honor conferred
upon me, 1 noverth le t tot atiraeahrank
from the ta k, fil ling that these are a num­
ber < f brethren tn cur iri.l t who from itrir
knc.l Igeuflleu rk... Hi Cl . r
th! • cider.) are far better «;ua! 1 J titan n.-
iclf to perform such 1 -l-Hy A(:-.r’u , -
riikratn:). ht .. vrr. v.ith * oun-JI d. . 1
trepidation, 1 pn tnicJ to do lb. I-1
could to carry out tlc.r •*: b

1 have 1X h I the L 1 rc-rnc t . • d
ll.cme f-r the ru ■ o tint uc 1. - r.c
tl.i.g practi.J H is st.-, ^ty bo
< : lly n : i . f
1 rd It - <• .1 ! ft: (.
tho ot-hgatienx orv .1-4 .1 u
ot inch a rclati.’inl.ip
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I.—THE CHURCH OF CHRIST.

We cannot read the utterances of our
Lord, nor study the teaching of the Apostles
without being convinced that the union of
the Church with Christ is vital, and her
position a most dignified one God in
Christ is her life, and therefore her life is
hid with Christ in Gori God creates
natural life: but He Himself is spiritual life.
In the old creation God formed man out of
the dust, and breathed into him the breath
of life, and man became a living sonl In
the new creation God eomes and dwells in
the soul himself, and animates it by His
own living presence.

The branches of a tree have life in them­
selves. but their life is that of the tree, not
their own. Cut off, they wither and die;
grafted tn, they live and flourish So with
us: in Christ, and Christ in us we live; out
ol Christ we die Christ in us is our life,
for Ho Is the life, and He is ours ; He lives
in us. and His life is ours. Our hands, and
feel, and the other members of our body arc
alive, but the life in them is not their own
but ours. They have no life of their own :
cut them off and they arcdead We live in
them and they arc therefore alive. Wc arc
Christ's body, and members in particular:
and He dwells in us as wc dwell in our
bodies, and in our members It is Christ
our life in us who animates our souls with
life divine, and if He were withdrawn we
should no longer live Wc build our habi­
tations with our hands, but wc fill them
with our life only by dwelling in them. So
God has created us to be His living temples,
but can animate u* with His own life only
with His abiding presence In our souls

Thus we sec how close and vital is our
union with God in the Lord Jesus Christ.
Paul further illustrates this fact in his letter
to the Ephesians, 5th chapter The church
in union with Christ is a great theme of that
Epistle He shows us that not only is the
church the body of Christ, but also His
bride He explains the heavenly places
which God assigns to the church, by the
garden which He planted in Eden, where
the first man and woman of our race dwelt
In union. Adam was the Son of God and
heir of the world . so is Christ, and in a far
more exalted degree. It was not good that
the man should be alone in his Inheritance,
and therefore God made •• an help-meet for
him," and brought her to the man. Soalso
it has seemed good to the divine wisdom
that Jesus Christ should not be alone, but
have a bride to dwell In His love nnd share
His inheritance Now the woman was not
ordy made for the man, but also made from
him— taken out of his side •'The Ixrd
God caused a dten sleep to fall upon Adam
and he slept, and He t<xjk out one of his
ribs and closed up the flesh Instead thereof,
and of the rib which the Lord God had
taken from man made He a woman, and
brought her unto the man," Was not thi->
a sign of the deep sleep of death which fill
upon Christ, and of the gri at spiritual truth
that the church derives Its scry life from
the Lord ’ So that Christians are members
of Hi 1 body, of His flesh, aud of Hi> bonis.
This in virtue not so much of Hi - incarn­
ation, but of the atonement. The former
brought Christ into our nature, not u» into
communion with Him, but from His deep
tlecp and burial lie has procured His bride
As from the riven tide ol Adam was formed
the woman, so from the riven ride of Jesus
Chri'.l is constituted the church It h of
Him, as will as hum Him, and. because of
Its origin, lias .1 profound sympathy with
Jinn, and community ol lik In a word the 

church is after an unutterable and spiritual
manner, an extract from, or produft of the
last Adam even Christ How clearly this
is illustrated to us the comforting faft of
union with Christ, and by reasons thereof
the dignity of our position, as Paul has fur­
ther and beautifully said that " We are
chosen in Christ." having received all
spiritual life from God. in virtue of the
wounds and death of Christ. Now we are
rooted and built up in Him ; strengthened
and solaced by Him. "For no man ever yet
hated his own flesh, but nourisheth and
cherisheth it even as the Ixird the church "
How much is suggested to us by this union I
how rich it is in Christian help and conso­
lation. It secures

(1) ACCIFTANCE WITH GOD.
Adam was the head of the wife. To him
not to her was God's covenant spoken In
him she had acceptance. So " Christ is the
head of the churcn " With Him the cove­
nant stands . in Him the church has accept­
ance On the Marriage ordinance which
makes twain one, rests the whole justifica­
tion of the church. Christ is justified and
so the church in Him. The doctrine of
imputation to which so many demur, is
made reasonable and credible by this
dodrinc of union It is not that the merits
and demerits of entirely separate persons
are interchanged, for Christ and the church
arc not separated, but joined together by­
God The wife is called by the husband's
name. Her obligations are discharged by
him. and she is installed in the position he
has made for her and for himself It is Im­
possible that Christ should l>e accepted,
and the church or any real member thereof
be condemned.

(j) DAILY GUIDANCE AND DEFENCE.
The Church has a right to rely on the

help and protection of the Lord. Is not her
cause His cause? and are not her enemies
His enemies ? Did not her Lord demand
in primitive times, when persecuted, " Why
persecutes! thou me ? "

There nrc enemies, and those the most
cruel, who are not seen. " For wc wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the
rulers of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places " Every
device of malice is persistently put forth to
corrupt from simplicity and integrity the
Church of Christ, but the Lord will not
suffer His Bride to perish, nnd He will not
permit His people in detail to be tempted
above that they arc able to bear. He is
near to succor them that arc tempted. The
woman in the garden of Eden stood in the
strength of her innocence, but stood alone,
and one device of the devil overthrew her.
We, alas! arc not innocent We know-
good and evil, but wc are not alone, and
should not be unarmed It is possible for
us, through the strength of the Lord and
the power of His might, to stand against all
the wiles of the devil
(j) THE I Flit I.CT GOVERNMENT OF LOVE.

Christ's rule over His Church has in it
no mere compulsion or absolutism, but is
that of a husband who loves his wife even
as himself The obedience of the Church
lias in it no element of slavery, but is the
loving compliance ol the wife, who, faithful
to her husband, always Inquires for her
guidance what is according to his mind, and
is mo>t free and happy in the perfect
accordance of her will with his The
Church i» faithful to her marriage bond
when the commits, in all her decisions,
liitirvunc* and actings, limply the revealed
will «J her Lord ar.J husband

(4) INTENSE, UNFAILING SYMPATHY.
The love with which Christ nourishes

and cherishes the Church passes knowledge,
vet wc may know the love that passes
knowledge. Individual Christians have
tasted of it. and they most deeply who have
been by trials and sorrosvs most cast upon
the Lord. When they are affliAed. He is
aftlifled. when He is reieded they arc
grieved ; when they do well He is glorified;
when He is honored they rejoice. As an
old writer has well said: " Christ and the
saints smile together and sigh together.”
Thus, then, we sec the union, the iuhMiuy,
the lovt, the cuidantr, the dtftnct, and the
unfailing tymt-athy that exists between
Christ and His Church And can wc not
from our very hearts re-echo the word of
the poet Dwight ?—

I love Thy kinedom. Lord.
The house of Thine al'ode,

The Church our blest Kedeemer saved
With His own precious blood.
I love Thy Church. O God I
Her walls before Thee stand.

Dear ss the apple of Thine eye,
And graven on Thy hand.
For her my tears shall fall.
For her my prayers attend ;

To her my carrs and toils tie riven.
Till lolls and cares shall end.
Ileycnd my hichest Joy
I prl/c her hrav’nly ways.

Her sweet communion, solemn vows.
Her hymns of love and praise.
Sure at Thy truth shall last,
To Zion shall be (1*01

The brklitrst (lories earth can yield,
And brighter bliss of heaven.

a.—HER WORK.
As wc have noted the relation of Christ to

the church and selected one of the most apt
and simple analogies in the Scripture to
illustrate and prove it. So we take another
analogy from the same divine source.
not only to prove that the church has work
to do. but more especially to illustrate the
dittnily of that work

In (Rom 12 : 4-8) we read—” For ns wc
have many- members in one l*ud), rwi! all
members nave not the tame office; town
being many nrc one body in Christ and
every one members one of another. Ac "

We nrc reminded in these words of tha
diitnily of the several mcmliersof the human
body, there arc different organs and limbs
All members have not the same office
There is the heart, the foot, the hand So
it is in the body of Christ. Some ChristiaT.s
may be compared to the heart. They fee*
deeply themselves nnd arc the means ol
infusing into others a w arm gush of generous
feeling. Their prayers bunting forth from
a full heart and borne swiftly to heaven oa
the wings of strong desire, bringing down
showers of blessing on many other hearts.
Others are like the lungs in Christ's
Their special business is to spend their brvatn
in proclaiming the glad news of salvation to
a dying world One, like a right arm.»
able to guide and protect the weak, and to
do valiantly for the truht.

Another, like the fix)t. is ever ready to go
in the wap of God's comnunarnent*-
Some like the neck are the means of fi'1’*"*'/
ing others into communion with tbc/»£*
One like the hand delights in every work u
usefulness and in every labor of love. Ana
arc there not some Christians who ccuo to
resemble the fill hand in Christ*
1 heir heart is in the right place ; but v.La •
ever they attempt, they somehow or oJW
contrive to do it in an awkward. bunHI,cq
left-handed rort ol way. Thus wc are l*
to ice the diversity of the several nicmV=*
both of the natural body and the chu”
"Wc arc all tnembera duo of anuifit’
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Jesus said (Matt. 18: 7), “Woe unto the
World because of offences I for it must
needs be that offences come ; but woe to the
man by w hom the offence comctb ! " Hence
Jesus denounces woe upon those who
mangle His body There should be no
schism in the body of Christ. Our work.
our duty, then is clearly binding on all the
followers of the Lord Jesus, viz.. " To
keep the unity of the Spirit in the
bond of peace " I-ct us ever cherish a
sympathising love for all who are united
with us ic the bonds of the Gospel. "Weep­
ing with those who weep, and rejoicing with
those who rejoice." There ought to be no
free masonry like that which should bind
Christians together. Should wc see a man
with •' Christian ” plainly written on his
forehead by the finger of God. if we hear
his voice tremble with irrepressible love
when he utters the sweet name of Jesus,
let us clasp that man by the hand; he is a
brother. Let us despise him not. though he
should wear a shabby coat, or possess a
slender intelled. Let us remember the
mutual dependence of the several members
of Christ’s body, every joint and limb sup­
plies something for the good of all the rest.
All are of use to each other, and not one can
justly say to another, '• I have no need of
thee," and depend upon it, the nearer we
gel to Christ, the common centre of attrac­
tion for us all, the nearer shall we get to
each other, and the dearer shall wc be to
each other's heart.

All successful work for Christ must be
performed from a right condition oi things
n our own hearts, and also from a ri^ht,
ifirttiul and condition of things in the
Church itself Hence 1 have briefly referred
to what the Scriptures teach, from our very
organisation, viz. being many, we arc all
ent in Christ.

Il is quite clear, then, that the work of
the Church must (1) l»e direried into two
different courses or directions. There li
first ami foremost the work inside the
Chutch Paul calls it (Epli 4 16) " the
edifying of Itself in love " He also slates,
in r Tim j 15, that "the Church Is the
house o( the living Got!, the pillar and
ground of the truth " These words remind
us of the utterance of the I-ord Himself in
Matt 1S 2J. '‘For where two or three
are gathered together in My name, there
am I in the midst of them " From these
quotations we then must lie comforted by
the dear statement of the fad " that the
house of God is the Church of the living
God.” Here wc abide with God, and here
He dwells with us: here wc cultivate the
gentle mind, the loving spirit, the self­
sacrificing demeanour of our Iovine Blaster
and Lord. Hero God finds His abode—it
is His house The children of the house
only have promises made to them, and have
the first claim upon the love and care of the
Master of the nousc. But while we arc
assured of the presence and sustaining help
of the Lord. it Is here where wc arc to work
for our mutual gwd The home is the
place where protection. fostering care and
education arc imparted H a child loses Its
home, it suffers an irreparable loss. It
cannot be cared for in any other place as it
could have been cared for in that home.
And as the Church is Gixl'o house, and the
Christians' homo on earth, it is a place
especially fitted fur us tu educate, n juriih,
protect and strengthen each v thcr to meet
the difficulties and trials which await us In
this life, and to prepare us for the rest and
happiness which will bo our lot hereafter
Therefore let us take the Injunction uf the

Apostle Peter to ourselves (r Pct 1: ;
“Seeing you have purified jour soul* in
obeying the truth through the Spirit unto
unfeigned love of the brethren, see that je
love one another with a pure heart fcr- I
vently." If wc so love, wc shall unques­
tionably strive after and work for each
others' growth in the divine life.

(al The relation of the church to the
trntli Indicates the other course into which
her energies or work must be directed The
church is the pillar and ground, as it it the
depository, of the truth Unto the Jews of
old were committed the oracles of God In
having the law consigned to their care. they
typified the church Unto it God has
given the Word. It was for the enlighten­
ment of the members of the church that
every portion of the New Testament was
first written, and it was only through the
Apostles and the church that the world has
become acquainted with the oracles ol God
The church we read is the pillar and ground
of the truth, as the members embody the
truth in their lives, Christ embodied in His
life the truths He taught to men.

That life iUustrated and enforced upon
men's minds, truths which without that
life they never could have understood
And this is one purpose which God accom­
plished through the existence of the church
among men The associated body ol
Christians places before unconverted men
the truth of the gospel in all iis varied
aspeds, and vast power. Each Christian
is a light to the world, but the church is a
city set on a hill that cannot be hid Thus
we we that that the Lord has placed His
church in the world for a purpose •

Paul says in (Philip □ 2 : 14-15), " Doall
things without murmuring 1 and disputing*:
that je may be blameless and harmless, the
sons uf God without rebuke in the midst of
a crooked and perverse nation, among whom
ye shine as lights in the world " If you
look at the marginal references of sour
Bibles, you will find that It is written tin re
in the imperative mood, not "among whom
ye shine,” but "shine ye" Ye. if ye are
His people shine I Wc arc to show forth
the word of life: that is our mission. Oh.
what a bright light is Gud'o blessed word in
this world.

Oh I what a luminary it is to light pil­
grims through this wilderness to the
heavenly Can.ian I Life and immortality
are brought to light by it The path of
God—the path to heaven and happiness—is
mode plain thereby Here we arc told bow
and where wc mir obtain pardon, purity, !
and everlasting life, and we cannot learn
these truths anywhere else. There is no
other light that illumines life, and re­
veals immortality, but the blcaicd ever­
lasting go-pel. It is therefore the
business of the church to hold forth the
word of life, that, and nothing else. Wc
must accept of no substitute. Wc are not
to add thereto, or take therefrom, but t>
take it as God has given it Io us to hold
forth the word of life The Apotllc Paul
said. “Woe is me tf 1 preach nut the
g. iftl " Ho might have prt sc!:- d, but if ho
had not preached the g. q«i. this
would have r< Jtcd upon him. and ho was
inspired by God to pronounce a cur w* in all
who preach, but do not preach the ev« riot­
ing gospel "Though we, i.r an a: gel from
heaven, preach any other gospel than that
which wc have preached unto you, 1-1 him
1<accursed. ' ui.d wcare slmdaily charg 1,

I every orts cf us We ate t.» hold forth the
word uf life, to show its |..*tr on cur own
hearts *DdU»C3

Is It not an atrocious crime to hold out a
false light to the weather-beaten mariner
when death rides upon the sea, and to allure
such to certain destruction—is that a crime’
What language shall we use to describe the
wickedness ol holding forth a (alw light to
jxxir sinners who are candidates for immor­
tality, and about to enter upon a vast
unknown? Oh, let us rather direct such to
Jesus, the Rocked Ages, that in Him they
may be safe forever

Let us remember, then, that it is the
business of the Church of Christ to dis­
seminate truth to the utmost Wc arc
designed to be a grand missionary society,
to evangelize not only the neighborhood tn
which wc are located, but to send the ever­
lasting goqscl to every part of the earth.
" Go ye (--vid the Head uf the Church) into
all the world and preach the gospel to every
creature" Ixt us therefore to the very
best of our ability carryout Ills commission.

3.—now to no THIS WORK.
Paul snggests to us that In order to work

effectively there must be harmony of spirit,
and action among ourselves. “ We must do
all things without raurmnrings and dis­
puting*.’ H<b> often have surroundings
and disputing! weakened the graces uf the
church of Christ, and obscured lite light of
Divine truth 1 Self inlerc't and relf im­
portance have too often been apparent in
our so-called work for the Ixird. and our
humility has Isecn conspicuous by its very
absence. Self should never be seen in
Divine enterprise We should glory as the
Apostle did tn the cross of our Lord Jesus
Christ Wc should never forget that the
greatest of all teachers onue said—” who­
soever will be the greatest .among you, let
him be your servant " We believe there­
fore. that if we would succeed in cur work
for the Lord, by prosecuting, His glory in the
salvation ofour fellow creature, wemust work
unitedly, and whole heartedly Jesus once
said—" Every kingdom divided against Itself
is brought to desolation : and every city or
house divided against itself sh ill not stand ”
(Matt. 11. 25). Too often mere matters of
opinion divide our efforts and weaken our
power. Stime good brethren believe In the
church, its worship, and its proclamation of
the gospel. But not In anyuf the efforts of
the many to check specia vices or stem the
currents ol great sins.

Others do not feel any sympathy in the
Church uf God a. a whole meeting together
in conference and talking together and de­
liberating upon the greatest and grandest id
idl work given it to perform. viz, tbs
■ t unding out the Word of Life throughout
the whole world, forgetting, it seems to me.
the injunction of the apostle in Phil, t 27.
where ho says "only let your conversation
be as becomcth the gospel uf Christ, that
ye stand fast in <ns spirit, with one mind
striving /.'film for the faith of the go.pcl "
Jude also says, tn jrd of hh epistle. Be- 
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but also with our meeting in conference for
such on objed.

Now. brethren. I most emphatically
affirm, with my knowledge of what the
Scriptures teach on this subject, and my
experience among the churches now for
more than 35 years, that we need to confer
oftenrr together upon this most Important
subject, if our thus meeting tpgelher in the
Spirit of our Ix>rd would male our hearts
bum within us as we deliberate upon a
theme so noble, and fill us with a holy
enthusiasm for to carry out His commission
given to us as His people through the
apostles. But while we thus affedionately
speak, we rejoice to say that the numlvcr
of brethren holding such views arc few.
but we would rejoice to see even these
heartily co operating with us in the work
of this Conference, and strive by their
efforts and means to augment the power
of the body of Christ ns n whole in holding
forth the word of life To work etfeCtively
we must work unitedly Therefore let us
strive together for the faith of the gospel
Our Lord, when here on earth, attacked
special sins and vices, ami we believe that
we arc right in doing the same How
strongly He spoke of the unreality of the
religion of the Scribes and Pharisees, and
also of the vice of covetousness Those,
with romo other*. appear to have been the
prevailing, blighting, destroying sins of His
age So there are sins most ruinous and
dc-strudlive to the well-being of the com­
munity and the safety of our children in our
present time, and we need ever 10 be on the
alert to protect our loved ones, and alarm
those around us of the insidious Influence"!
and evil* of the drinking customs, and the
gambling tendencies of our day. Gospel
temperanpo work or Bands of Hope, have,
and we believe, arc accomplishing much
good, and while uc admit that wc have no
specific direction for the formation and con-
dud of such societies in the Bible, uc
believe uc have scripture on our side so
long a* wc warn our neighbors of danger,
and cultivate in our children the high and
noble principles of sobriety and honesty.
The Apuillc says, "Do good unto all men,
especially unto them who arc of the house­
hold of faith." So wc believe from our
knowledge of the word of Godf that wc
should ever be ready to help in every good
work, when that work is carried on upon
the principles laid down in God's word.
which must ever be the rule of our life and
practice

I am there fore dear brethren deeply anxious
that our deliberations this day may rtsult in
much good; New South Wales to far as I
know, is a splendid, a most promising field
to scatter the seeds of life 10 make known
the old Jerusalem Gospel. Let us deter­
mine to <lu it. by la-nding godly, experienced
and qualified brethren to make it known
in all the centres of |»pulation in nur
colony Where much is given, Jesus says,
much is required : and I aik have we not
received much, and shall wc be backward,
yea indifferent to the conditions and needs
of those around us? Nat. kt us now and
hero determine that uc will do more in the
future than has been accomplished in the
past Let us stand up tu Christ and /.’r
Christ and be filled with His presence and
|x>wur in our souls, and so find in Him our
sufficiency, and ills work will prosper in
our Im.d* If uc t-o look to Him and tru t
in Him, as to be full of the joys of His
talvatiun. our mean, will be accepted ami
our glad tcitimony will curtly be heard and
heeded.

What a wide field is there for Christian
work. "The field is the world " This
embraces " Home and Foreign Missions."
Jesus says. "Freely you have received.
freely give." Paul says. " Be not weary in
well doing." " Be always abounding in the
work of the laird " Such are a few of the
very many directions given Loyal, loving
hearts respond t® such calls, and devote
thtMitlvri. There is no sight out of heaven
so lovely ns an honest enthusiast in a good
cause, and the cause with which we are
identified is the best cause of all The
devoted give personal and persevering
effort to God’s cause • they put their necks
to the work. They are not anxious to work
in conspicuous places, or to be seen of
men. So that God is honored. Bis cause
served, and themselves blested in the deed
This is enough.

At Jrniukin, cn and after the day cf J'cnlccosl,
what wondiri were wron<ht, what prompt dctlslon,
what ilmjilc dc|<n4<ncr, what burnlag drvotkxi.
what unwlfidi dcvotidr.cat, whit bcarcoly delight
ctiinOrriud them. Obvor, alio, that they hail
much Io do directly with a prtu.-:ul Chritt at die
object of their faith and lo»c ; and the Holy Spirit
had much to do with them. They were HUictnpk*
and Hit Invinimrnit. The world was against them.
but God was for thrin. God, In answer to prayer,
showed them what to do ami bow to ilo it. Hr alio
helped them In t)u> accomplishment of their work.
Would we be like them in success, w<l must Ir like
them in spirituality of mind, in rarntxi arlf-renounc-
Ing supplications, and both as the result of a t rallied
union with Christ.

The history of that lowly Church was an rt|osl-
tiou of the parable of the Vfne and branch,-. Th, y
abode In'Chrht, and Christ in them, Fruit was
brought forth- fruit that remained. Thus were the y
inaiiiftstrd to be Christ's disciples, and God M
glorified.

Having a knowledge of their self-denial and their
work, shall we not from our very hr arts be prepartd
to rr-consecratc ourselves to the Lord according Io
the sentiment and spirit of the wrllknown, but
beautiful hymn of Miss Hascrgal's ?—

Take my life, and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee ;
Take my momenta and my days .
lx I them flow In Ceaseless praise.

Take my hands, and l< t them move
At the Impulse of Thy lovo;
Taker my fest, and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee.

Take my voice, and let me sing
Always, only, (or my King;
Take my Ups, and let them bo
Filled with noaagH frutn Thee.

Take my silver and my guM—
Net a mite would 1 withheld ;
Take my Intellect, and use
livery |oa, r i»s Th j-j slraft chvo--e.

Take my will, and make it Tliln •;
Il shall I* no lunger mine ;
Take my heart- li is Ti.inu own .
It shall bo Thy toy al throne

SATURDAY, APRIL ist,

the session was continued. Bro. J.
Colbourne, the new president, taking
the chair at 2.40 p.m.

.After a song of praise and prayer
by Bro. J. Black,

The afternoon was mainly devoted
to the discussion of the work in the
Newcastle District, and resulted in
the two following resolutions being
carried:—

(r) That this Conference recommends
to the incoming Committee the advisability
of continuing the work at Newcastle.

(a ) That this Conference recommends
the incoming Committee to send an Evan­
gelist to Newcastle, providing that the
church there contribute the sum, say, of
not levs than £1 per week.

Resolved, on the motion of Bro.
Terry:-

That the Conference here assembled be­
lieve it to be imperatively necessary that
copies of the Rules of Association be printed,
and that a charge of not more than jd.cach
copy shall Ite made for the same.

The following important and wc
believe very desirable motion was
received in writing from Bro. Wil­
liam Winter, of Moree ;—

"That it 11 dMlrable that the Dlwlplra of Chrht
In the Auvtralian celonlr-* should «tabll«h ■
fntid for old and worn-out ptcatlwtu er
mngrlht* men who have »prnt tlwlr five*
in the service of their Lord and M»»ttf“

Resolved—That this Conference
fully sympathise with the desire ex­
pressed in our Bro. Winter’s motion
and empower Bro. Gole to draw up
proposals and submit Hie same to
the Conferences of the Churches of
Christ in Queensland, Vittoria, South
Australia, and New Zealand, in
order to test the feeling of the
churches on the above matter gen­
erally throughout the Australasian
colonics.

This concluding the business, the
Conference adjourned sine die, Bro.
Colbourne having first invoked the
Divine blessing on what had been
done, and praying such results
might ensue as should be to the
honor of our Divine Lord and
Master.

E. Gout,
Late Conf. Sec.

Sydney, April j, 1893.
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MRS. J. PITTMAN.
Mrs. J. Pittman, one of the Vice-Presidents of the VitHorian Sisters’
Conference. Was born in London; she was baptised in i860; arrived in
Melbourne, February, 1888. Her name is widely known as Superintendent
of the Armadale Rescue Horne." She is also Superintendent of the
Sisters' Vidlorian Missionary Committee. An active worker in the Tem­
perance cause ; she has charge of the Rescue Department of the Women's
Christian Temperance Union.

Virtoriini
listers’ (Cmtftrrnrr.

----- :o:-----
MIStTI.S

If numbers were the test of a successful
conference. the sister’s gatherings on Wed­
nesday, March :/h, surpacu. those of any
previous year. 170 being present at the
afternoon scorn. and m the evening
Our officers were all there in g<x/' time, and
each cr.e did her best lu make the meeting
attractive and profitable About 2 30 p in

conference, but wc were one year nearer
eternity Are we belter Christians and
lielter women than we were last year
Have wo used every opportunity to speak a
word for our Master, or have we neglected
God's opportunity. One dear face is miss­
ing-our President We miss her just as
much as we did when she first left us, but
ate glad to say we are ever in her thoughts,
in lovingretncmberance Some have passed
the pearly gates ajar—one. our loved sister
Min.than . who toe k ro much interest in our
work, and a* txxjily strength permitted,
attended our meetings We extend ahrarty
welcome to all

Sister Clapham resjonded with a few
well chosen words

The minutes of last conference were tcad
and approved.

I be ci-rre p—idcricc compned a letter
1 f loving gn< ti’.g fiom the l.nglidv bi .tex»
Ci nfcrrbtc Mgr.td by Sister* Tickle a:. J
Ku g One ii .1 th. Brisbane siutcra. tell­
ing of their work, and conveying their <>-l
wi-.lic. to cur meeting, al: .• a letter fit m

Uro. J. Thompson, asking cur prayers and
iniercst in his work amongst the Kanakas.

The Executive report read bv Sister
Ewers, shows that the interest in inc work
amongst the sisters has been maintained
through the year, and although wc liavo
not undertaken new departments of work,
we have done our best with those in hand.

The Treasurer’s report, although not
quite so satisfactory os wc could wish, has
one good point, our income has met the
demands.

Sister Ludbrook's Publishing report deals
with our •’ Page and Columns.” She
asked the sisters to tend notices of their
work from time to time for the encourage­
ment of others, and thanked our Editors
for their continued kindness to us.

The Obituary notice was prepared and
read by Sister Prior. Some of our young
sisters have been called Home, but the
majority have been well up in years Ixt
us do afso ready.

The V M F. might have had a better re-
1 port, but considering the ways and means
■ lor money this past year, wo must not lie
| discouraged. We must educate our breth-
I ren and sisters to give systematically. Ono
! penny per week from every member would
1 mean a good sum in the year.
| Teaching In our Sunday school still
’ shows us that it is here wc largely depend
| fur our workers in years to come, a large

number of our converts this year being
I from the Lord's day school.
, The Dorcas Societies have had many
| demands made upon them the last year
i Like one of old they " are full of good
I works, and alms deeds.”
| The Sisters Prayer meetings at North

Fitxroy, Malvern, Prahrau, and Enmore,
maintain their interest; the sisters being
encouraged to •• ask and receive ”

Our Hospital visitors, Sisters Morris,
Knight, and McNab, have not been unmind­
ful of the splendid opportunity they have
for •* speaking a word in season."

The Bible Reading cards prepared by
Sister Thurgood have been highly appreci­
ated. noo having been sent out

The Rescue Hume has been full all thn
year, fifty-five cases in all having been
admitted, some of them preventives Our
Sister Pittman hopes in years to come to
be able to have forty instead of fourteen
cases in the home at cue time

The kind offers of our Editor, was
accepted with many thanks,and a collection
of /x 18s. tin. was taken up to defray
expenses.

After a delicious cup of tea. and pica ant
social intercourse, we opened our Social
Session, Sister Lulbtooc, :<nr, pre 'Lug
Wc had excellent papers from Suters
Clapham, McCcughtry and J Cov, which
arc appended in full Solos from Si
Misses Huntsman and J Dicke::-', Mrs
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Sister Pittman read the resolutions, and
after "God be with you" and the benedic­
tion, our eighth Annual Conference was
concluded, all feeling stimulated and en­
couraged to go on In their work, feeling
assured that our Master's "Well done"
will compensate for any self-denial we may
have to practise here.

The result of the dcClion of officers by
ballot showed no change, except that Sister
Fred I.udbrook, declining to accept. Miss
Dewar was clewed in her stead.

EXECUTIVE REPORT.
Dear Sisters—It is with deep feelings

of gratitude to our Heavenly Father that
we present to you the report of the work
that we have been enabled to do during the
year.

It has been a year of struggles and trials,
but our sisters have kept bravely on. A
great many genuine eases of need have
been relieved with food and clothing, and
both the sick at home and those at the
hospitals have been cheered and comforted,
by visits from loving sisters It is comfort­
ing to know that even a " cun of cold
water" given in the name of Christ shall
have its reward.

that we have gained something good by |
being present

May God bless our work
Emily Ewers. I

treahirer's report, 1893-93.
Our report this year is not altogether so

satisfactory as we should like it to be
However, we have cause for thanksgiving
in that, whilst we have no balance to show.
we arc free from debt. The sums con­
tributed by the sisters amounted to £33 “s
jd. ; from collection at tea on Good Friday
(after paying for the hall), £i ios. Gd; from
sister Stewart. 23 3d : from sister’s penny
fund. Collingwood. 3s.. which with a bal­
ance of £2 135 8d. from the previous year.
amounts to £37 16s. lod

Our expenditure has been as follows:—
Catering expenses, £28 1 is nd; Publish­
ing account, £79) ; paid to the secretary
to meet cost of stationery, postage. Ac..
£2; in all £38 os nd., leaving a deficit
of 4s id . which has Ixeen kindly paid off
by sister Norfolk.

We have also fi $) in hand given by the
sisters toward, the founding of thePheebian
Home, in which matter no further steps
have Ixccu taken

We have held twelve meetings during the
year with an attendance usually of about
thirty, and our meetings have been very
interesting and instructive

We have been cheered and encouraged by
the monthly letters received from our much­
loved absent President (sister Thurgood)
We ever live in her memory and she con­
tinually writer of the happy times she will
have. if the Lord wills her to return to us
She has prepared for us a "Two Years'
course of Bible readings" of which we
printed and circulated at the beginning of
the present year, the course for the first
twelve months.

rutiLlsillNG report.
Once mure it afford) us much pleasure to

bring before you our modest PunLiMiiNG
report. We have endeavored to keep you
informed of the work of the sisterhood, in
their various departments. Dorcas, Tem­
perance. Bible Class, Prayer-meeting, En­
deavor, Mission Baud. Hospital visitation,
Spare Literature, and Home and Foreign
Missionary reports, have received a goodly
share of attention, and we desire to express
our thanks to thou: loving and thoughtful
sisters who have supplied us with numerous
items of interest.

We have only held two Homo and Foreign We are more than ever convinced that
Missionary meetings, but both were most | the Press is a mighty power among us
successful At the one held In September I From its use we as women arc in no way
we had Bro. Thompson with us, who gave debarred To write ft short account of any
an address on his work among the Kanakas good work lor the Master, seems a very
In the north of Queensland, which work he hfn.dl matter, but it is the " /rM/rr " /Ajf tell
told 111 wan first started by a young lady. ■•Little by little our greatest deeds are
The Executive sisters were so interested tn done "
Bro 1 hompion’s mission that they collected
among themselves £3, and presented him
with a medicine chest with about thirty
bottles of medicines, which he will find
useful in alleviating the sufferings of the
poor Kanaka'.

The luird has " called home " one of our
executive sisters. Sister Minahan has gone
"to be with Christ, which is far better."
Through feeble health she was not often
able to be with us, but her heart was in the
work, r.jiecially that of "raising the fallen”
and the Young l-adies' Endeavor work
May we also be ready.

The sisters have not been able to colled
much money as we could have wished lur
thcVItlorian Mission Fund, but considering
the hard y ear we have pas < d through, they
have done very well

It lias been our custom to have a box ter
small contributions at uur executive meet
ings By this means we have collected the
cumol £1 yd , and at our mis' binary
meetings' wo have taken up collections
which amounted to £4 -|d 'ihus we
have added to the Victorian Mission Fund
altogether the sum of £7 33 yd

'liu.ting that our Conference may lx.-
very fiucccr.tul, and that v.r may be
encouraged In our lalx-r of love by our
hitcrcourve one with the other, mj that at
the cl<» «• uf our meetings we can all vay 

Were you to gather up all the SUnJjrJt
and Pioneer 2 of the last twelve months, and
rear! our portions of them, we venture to
think you would lie assured that they are
calculated to strengthen and stimulate to
greater activity and loving service What
vigorous reports some of you can write.
What an excellent paper on " Prayer" we
have by Sister Laing, page 171. What a
soul-stirring address that was by Sister
Fred. Ludbrook. What interesting accounts
from our sister colonies and India; and
what charming letters from our dc.tr absent
President She still keeps in fond remenj-
brancc her Australian sisters, telling of
methods of work ami incidents of travel in
far distant America In looking over our
Pioneer we find that our Young Women's
Column has appeared in seventeen numbers,
making nearly twenty columns oi interesting
matter, including reports from Collingwood,
I Hrroy Tabernacle, North Melbourne,
Lygon street, Hobart. Kensington, Foots-
cray, Brighton and Warrnamlxxd Endeavor

i Societies, an ! Pr.ihran and Malvirn Mis­
sion Bands 1 he question here ariies,
'Ahat .ilx'Ut the ether societies? why arc
they not reported? Surely South Australia,
New Zealand and New South Walej have
il-' It y., p< , I • ,K(ltl Why not
let us hear how you are progressing, that
we may stimulate and help each other in

our work ? Seeing that our editorial
brethren arc so generous as to give us space
in their papers, we think we should all do
our part to render that space as interesting
as possible.

Use the pen : there'* ntajic In It!
Many a gent is lost forever

by the careless pavser-by.
But the Rem of thoucht should never

On the menial pathway He.
Ute the pen ; nek not that oilier*

Take a bibber flight than thine.
Many an ocean cave atilt smother*

Pearls of price beneath the brine.
So thy words and thought* securing.

Horn st praise from Wisdom'* tongue
May tn time be a* enduring

As the strain* that Homer sung.
In conclusion we would convey our

heartiest thanks to the Editors of the
StanJjiJ and Pioneer, and lx?g to remain

Yours respectfully,
P. LUDIIROOK,

E. E. Hill.

SUNDAY SCHOOL, COROWA.
I»ast conference we had 25 scholars on

the roll. On the 17th July sister Clapham
took the superintendence. Now the school
has increased to 43. The first Lord's day
in every month we have au address. The
Bible class boys give a short address on
their tickets which we find very helpful.
During the year 8 have been added to the
church from the school.

T. Johnson, Sec.

SUNDAY SCHOOLS.
It is with great pleasure that we again

bring before you the report of our Sunday
school work. The precious seed of the
Gospel lias l»een sown Ixird’a day after
Lord's day, and we rejoice to know that in
many hearts it has found a re.ting place,
and although we do not see all the success
that we should like, who can tell but that
much larger results may yet follow from
our Sunday school. We rejoice to know
that not only have the school) Increased in
number, but that 172 of the scholar^ have
come- out and made the conk-ssion Praise
to Got! for such encouragement. The
following arc the additions from the various
Sunday schools ;—Ascot Vale, 2 , Ballarat
west, 5; Berwick, 6; Brighton, 6; Bruns­
wick. 14; Collingwood, 9; Cheltenham, l»*.
Corowa. 8 ; Croyden, 4 ; Fairfield Park, J .
Fitsroy, 1 . lootscray, 9; Geelong, 1 . Gets-
brook, i ; Hawthorn' 5; Lygon street. 11 •
Malvern, 3 . Newmarket, 2 . North Carlton.
14. North Fitrroy, rr , North Melbourne.
12; North Richmond. 8; Polkcmmct,
I’rahran. 17: South Melbourne, 3; St.
Kilda, 2 ; Surrey hills, j: 8 wan ston-street,
j; Williamstown. 1, S, ScitopirU’

DORCAS REPORTS
Ballarat. -Within the last nine month)

a Dorcas Society has been organised by the
sisters of Dawson and Peel-street Churches.
Our meetings arc held fortnightly ”c
have a fair attendance, also a warm intc.rc-t
shown by the members About filt) artivE-s
of clothing have been made and given av.ay»
Ix- .ldc i materials and money.

N Price.
Brisiiase. Our meetings nrc In Id m lI,c

Temperance Hall, Ann-strect, from 2 p
till 4 j>> Average number, 10. Bro
■-on B al pre .ent reading to u* the " Lit.’ ' 1
Elder John Smith " Twice dunngtl.e )ia
we have visited the Children's H i''v
taking suitable garnicntii ami toys. aL'’ J
collection we (ix>k up. total value f
Just now we arc busy providing clotlno.1*,u1
tamllics w ho have suffered loas by the fiovJ)
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The fuuds for this arc drawn from the
money so kindly sent by our sister churches

M J. Moffat, Sec
Collingwood.—Wc are very few in

number, but have tried our best to assist
others We have made 78 garments. 15
of which were sold, and with the money
realised we bought material for the rest
Have also received gifts of left off cloth­
ing, which have been distributed among
poor families, who were very thankful In­
come for the year £2 15s. ryd.

E. Rowles.
Corowa.—Since last report we have held

20 meetings. We are very pleased to have
Sisters Clapham and McGowan with us
They arc such splendid workers for Christ
in every way. Wc have made 34 garments
distributing to such poor as we found
in need, and the rest we arc sending to Mrs.
Pittman’s " Home."

M. Johnson, Sec.
Enmore, N.S. W. —We average only about 1

11 members each meeting I gladly take
this opportunity of thanking Bro Andrews.
senr . for the 33s. he has sent us—a welcome
gift, and a credit to the donor, seeing it is
smoke money. 1 trust others will iollow
his example, for I am sure it will be a
benefit to themselves, and we shall be very
grateful for the help. To one sister alone
we have given £20 in cash. Were it not
for the liberality of the subscribers, we
should be unable to do this, so we give
them our very best thanks, and hope that
our list will be largely increased. Our l»6x
contained £3 14s 8d , and that sum provides
for the Xmas grits in money. Our income
has been £37 5s M We have distributed
80 garments this year, and have made an
immersion coat.

Mrs Dunn, President
E Saxnv, Secretary.

Fitzroy Taih rnacle —The sisters re­
organised the sewing class in June. Since
then. 13 meetings, with an average attend-
onccof a We have made and distributed
29 article*; have also given assistance in
money. Wc aie thankful that we have been
able to do a little for the Master, and only
wi h it had Ixcn more.

C Fraser
North Brunswick — We have been few

iu number, but can say from our hearts wc
have dona what wc could. We have made
<4 u'zful garments, and have given away to
distressed cases 23!: visited the sick, and
done aa far as laid tn our power

S, Anderson.
North Carlton —Our Society has tx-cn

ia rvcesJ during the sutnm-.r months.
Everything is. however. in readiness for
another start, and we trust to continue the
good work which wc were enabled to do
during the curly part cf the year.

M Bryden. Sec
North Mlllovrne —Wc arc getting

x'on’ nicely, and although not very well off
Mill ha. c been able to as-ist some Dunn,;
the star 3* garments have Ixcn made and
given away, x» well as a few things to the
Rcxue Home . al-o/t 53

L Dewar. Sec
Prahran -The -liters arc Mill banded

t ether in love, and striving to do good to
aif around During the scar wc have given
away tn artulcs <4 clothing, and through
the k.adr.; ..<.1 a M rckiqtr iu the country
,c have bin able to distribute jj pair > < I

boots We have alio helped tn groceries
or. J a little :;-.'.;.iy. I. Th '-um’N, Sec

Swanstox-street,—Thirteen meetings
have been held during the past year, with
an average attendance of eight Sixty-nine
garments have been completed and given to
tho.c needing assistance A few little
jackets were sent to the Children's Hospital.
Alto to - worth of calico was made into
underclothing by two sisters, and given to
one family in distreised circumstances Wc
take this opportunity of thanking a sister
for a donation of 5/-; also Bro Ludbrook
(who is an honorary member) for his kind­
ness in reading to us during our meetings,
which has been pleasant and profitable. To
each sister who has time to spore wc tender
a kindly invitation to our meetings, ever
bearing in mind the words of our Master:
" Inasmuch as yc have done it unto the
least of these My brethren, yc base done it
unto Me ’’

B. Simpson, Sec.
SYDNEY (F.LlZADETli-bTRF.BT).

1 send you a brief account of work done
in our Dorcas class from May. 1S92 to
present date We have 15 members. but
the average attendance is 6 Receipts —
Garments made and sold, £2 13s 3d ;
Members' subscription*. £<j 14s. ;.I . Do­
nations from inends, £3 4$, tod ; total,
/1212s. yd. Expenditure Material bought,
£2 is. itxl.. Donated to Foreign Missions.
£2 as ; bisters nettling help. £3 10* ,
Church towards baptistry. Ac . £\ ns jd .
Queensland Relict fund. £1 is. . total.
/1103.3d. T. A Walker, Treas.

DORCAS VISITING REPORT
Visits have been made* to Brunswick.

South Melbourne. North Melbourne,
1'rahtan. Fitzroy Tabernacle,and Sw-anstcn
street The sisters aic all doing good work
and thus showing to all around that we are
practical Christians. A nice parcel of
underclothing was sent to the Re.-tcue
Heme from North Melbourne and l-ilxroy
Tabernacle

L. I’ll IMAN.

PRAYER MEETINGS.
Exmore, NSW.—Our prayer meetings

are the source of much comfort, and bring
ui many joys. In our thanl-obcrings we
arc able to make glad the hearts of : me
who arc pour in this world's goods, and to
every inter it teachcsus that every . icrtfiic
made for Christ i* bailed and |t.n. .1 by
Him a* the sweet incense of the heart May
we be like Mary who.c generous heart
prompted her to a iked of kindm . • Io her
Lord Though wc have Him not here as
•-he hud. yet Jcsua says.**inasmuch a. ye
have dona it unto one of the least c-f th: c
niy brethren, yc have dune it unto Me "

The average attendance al the si tcri'

past year have been five pounds. Wc find
many opportunities for doing goad, as the
burdens of life arc hard for many to bear,
and wc fed that if our mission in life is
ever to tic successfully acoomplished, wc
must tread where our Redeemer trod

- Oft in wnuv. ufi tn woe;
Onwaiil, Chiutlan *ij co,
Ficht ibe fishl. maintain ll.r iinf.-,
Strrr.cthriird with the HrtJii of lJfe.“

To all the dear sisters in Melbourne and
elsewhere we send greetings, and though
sundered far, by faith we meet around one
common mercy scat

Et iZAi.i th Bagley
North Fitzroy —The Sisters* Thursday

afternoon prayer meeting ha. Ixm held
regularly during the star The attendance
has been very good, and many" happy,
pleasant, and profitable hours have been
spent. I.ike all such meeting; when-atten­
ded in the belief and < xpectalliin of a bless­
ing. it has proved itself a means of strrrgili,
cncouragcmi nt, and consolation to tlu .c
taking part in it The individual, the
Church, and the cau'e generally arc benefit-
led by the exercise of prayer Our prayr r-
meeting is follow rd by a sewing class; the
sisters by means of their labours. being en­
abled to contribute a donation of £iH to the
Church. The thank offering box continue*
to receive the grateful cxprewic ns of loving
hearts, and has been the medium of re­
lieving in slight measure (lie wants of the
poor and needy. Sisier Evans

Malvern — Wc arc pleased to report
that the Malvern Sisters have instituted a
prayer-meeting during the In-.t twelve
months It is held on the third Thursday
in the month, at 3 p m. at the house of
Sister Ludbrook, senior There base been
to meetings during the Conference year,
with an average attendance of 9 All sisters
are invited to lie present, and tho-e who
have availed them a lvei of thu opportunity
for praise and prayer have found it a means
of blessing. II CL

TEMPERANCE.
The Temperance Committee appointed

by the last conference, have held four meet­
ings, which were well attended During
the year >-cveral of the churchc • have held
Band of Hop° meetings which have bv-.n
very well attended, and a lively iutcrcM
taken in the work At the Tabcrnxlc,
I itzroy, the Band cf Hope meetings Lave
been revumed, they have la members,
with an average attendance ci .jj Iba
church at North 1 itzroy iia. a Tt tai Ab tl-
r.cncc Society with a membership ut i.v,
and an average attendance of so. The
North Richmond church have a Bai. 1 ul 
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distributed a number of pledge cards to the
schools in the Union, thereby showing their
interest in the work.

We are also pleased to see by a letter
from Bro. J. Thompson, who is missionary
to the Kanakas In Queensland, that he is
not only preaching the gospel, but he Isalso
teaching them the baneful effefls of strong
drink 70 of these dark heathens have
taken the total abstinence pledge In South
Australia Bro. Dr. Magarcy, has Introduced
into the Legislative Council a Bill to give
the complete veto of the drink traffic to the
people in one word " Prohibition," and with
Bro. M. W. Green at his back wo exped to
hear ere long of success crowning their
efforts.

We are pleased that the W.C.T.U. have
done quiet and steady work The ladies of
the Union ha\c ako assisted our Temper­
ance Committee at their public meetings
We hope to have a visit from Miss Willard
of America, the World's President of the
W.C.T.U., accompanied by Lady Henry
Somerset, of England, whose life and soul
seems to lie in the suppression of the drink
traffic. F Huntsman, Superintendent

Dear Sisters,—We have to thank those
who so kindly supplied us with "Spare
Literature," during the past year.

The Women's. Children's and Melbourne
General Hospitals, have each been visited
seven times; Homuopathlc Hospital, and
Immigrants Home, st*; and Benevolent
Asylum, eight times. In nil, 1171 paper#
have been delivered at the various places
mentioned

We have plenty of papers on hand, but
would like tome illustrated ones, if any of
the sisters have any for Children's Hospital.

L D 

HOUSEHOLD IUHLE REAPING.
At the beginning of the new year when

we always turn over a new leaf, and make
good resolutions, we commenced the study
of a course of Bible readings by our be­
loved President About 1 too of these plans
have gone Into the various homes ol the
Mfcterhood. To what extent they have lieen
carried out. I am unable to say. The busy
wife and mother may find it difficult. But
If we expect to grow In wisdom and know­
ledge. we must make a distinction between
liters .ary and unnecessary work, and find
lime for the study of God's Word If we
< i|<rcl to be efficient Sunday school teach­
ers or useful in any way in the Lord's vine­
yard, we must search the Scriptures daily
and diligently In studying the Bible we
ought to consider at what time in the
development of God's plan the portion we
are studying was written Almost every
thing in God's Word wavspoken with refer­
ence to actual and then existing circum­
stance!

’I he God of the Old Testament h the
same as the God of the New He is un­
changeable, the same yrati rday, to-day and
for ever. But the covenants havechangcd,
and covenants arc th‘> things which dis-
tingui.li time In the Providence of God
(iod spc.ikn to sinners in one strain, and to
the saved in quite another Then we
ou, hl to ask for what clats was this written?
and wh.it time in the world’s history did
the events take place •• We must not rear!
Gem .is and Matthew, and Deuteronomy
and A t • of the Ap-.-tl' '• in the same man
tier Hi'} arch'd authority to tn in the
iwonM- A glance at the Bible reveal-.
the fa I ib d it I .1 Book of Bucks, aculkc |

tion of what was written at sundry times
and in divers manners. It is then to be
studied in its parts. Let us make Bible­
reading our daily habit Let us improve
our time as wise stewards under the most
blessed Master. Let us cleave to Jesus with
purpose of heart. To know Him is life
eternal. All earthly things will soon pass
away.

Rescue Home Retort, 1892-93.
Dear Sisters.—We have had a full house

all the year 55 eases in all have been
admitted, most of these young girls, some
under r6 years of age A few were pre­
ventive eases, snatched from a life of sin
and shame One young girl, whose parents
are respedable people, was sent on a
message one eve She met a woman who
induced her to go to her house, saying she
hail a few young people spending the
evening, and the girl, thinking she would
enjoy herself, went, and did not return
The poor mother searched night and day
for her for two weeks When she heard
she was staying at this house she went and
demanded tier daughter, but they denied
that she was in the house. She went to the
police court, and an officer was sent to
search the house, and there found the girl
with two others and several young fellows
of the larrikin type, all drinking together.

They were all arrested, the young men
got a month's imprisonment, the girls went
to our Home. The woman who kept the
house was made to leave the neighborhood.
She should have been imprisoned If that
mother had not looked for her girl do you
think she would have gone home to tell her
disgrace? No, she would have gone lower
and lower. The other two girls had no one
to look for them, so it was a great mercy
they were received, or they would have gone
down till they were ruined body and soul.
This is only a sample of hundreds of cares
Only being allowed by the Board of Health
to take in fourteen inmates, we have kept it
this year almost entirely for young cases.
Five children have been born in the Home
this year. These eases arc usually tent to
the Women's Hospital, but the girls were
so young and had been so cruelly deceived.
(three of them were under 18, all under 20
years of age,) had been respectable servants
and betrayed by those who should have
protected them.

Sisters, your hearts would ache if you
saw these poor young girls when tneir
trouble comes upon them. They are
ignorant and helpless Their sin brings
suffering and shame to them, and their
betrayers go free We have one young girl
now who daily expcCls to become a mother
a poor girl nearly blind and an orphan.
Can we understand a man taking advantage
of such a one ?—yet so it is. Well, sisters,
while helping these pour unfortunates we
often get a blessing to our own souls, for
we feel It Is the work the Lord would have
us do The pity of it Is, there I. such a
need for this work We are so grateful for
the sympathy of the brethren and sisters
Your readme •» to help is a proof of the
sympathy you have in the work. We thank
God and take courage Wo quite believe
that instead of being limited to 14 In the
time to come, we shall be. able to take in

7hr drin!. ti thr iriJlit! at! ut Aar/ hi rnn-
Itf j ct:h We all know It a> the root of all
the trouble I will give cue ease out of him
died>• A girl uas found drunk by a police­
man, who took her to the lockup She w.v.
taken li< f->rc the court, cnquiric» were made. 

it was the first offence, and she was dis­
charger!. A lady visitor talked with her,
and found she was very much ashamed of
herself, and wished to overcome the bad
habits, so the lady brought her to the
home and asked me to take her in. She be­
haved well A lady came for a servant;
saw the girl, liked her appearance, and en­
gaged her The usual question was asked
about the drink, the lady assured me the
girl would not meet with temptation in her
house.

All went well for some weeks; the lady
called to say the girl suited, and she bad
never been better served. Time went on ;
there was a dinner party ; wine and spirits
were freely used. The smell started a
craving for the stuff, and in an evil moment
the poor unfortunate girl went out and
bought a bottle of whisky ; drank ot the
poison, and was soon unfit (or work. She
was discharged.

Too much ashamed to come back to the
Home, and having no friends, she went
straight to the river and threw herself in.
A man passing jumped in and rescued her,
then handed her over to the police. She
was in the gaol hospital for two weeks. The
officials sent to ask if we would take her
into the Home again. Of course we said
" yes." and she came back a perfed wreck.
This is only two weeks ago. I must not
say more. We made a resolution last Con­
ference that we as a sisterhood would do
all in our power to put down the drink
traffic and I feel sure we shall keep to that
resolution We want to work for Christ.
We want sinners to be saved ; and thank
God, Jesus came not to call the righteous
but sinners to repentance. May God give
us all grace and strength to do Ills work.

L. Putman.

LOVED ONES GONE IIEI ORE—PREPARED MY
Mils. I'llIOR.

On the 25th April our Sister Janet Miles
was called avv.iy Our sister was the
embodiment of cheerfulness and vivacity.

On the iGth May the wife of our Bgcd
and esteemed Bro. Burt, so well and widely
known in connexion with the Church of
Christ, was called home at the great age of
83.

Sister Helen James passed away on 20th
April last. She lived and died in the faith.

At Portland, Sister Wiltshire fell asleep
in Jesus, at the ripe age of 73.

On 14th July (ell asleep In Jesus, our
Sister Clara Louisa Cartwright, of Echuca
A loving and patient wife, and a devoted
Christian

Sister Piggott, o( Brunswick, died very
suddenly. Our sister had been a consistent
follower o( the Saviour for more than :o
years.

Our venerable Sister Downer, for many
years a number of the church at Prahran.
was called to her eternal rest on the 30th
August.

Another aged pilgrim has Ixcn called to
ret in the person of Sister Loudon,
spirit passed from earth on the morning of
August 3rd. Our sister had reached the
great ago of 84.

Sister Barbara Stevenson aged b-*. ‘L‘ 1
asleep in Jesus, after a long and trying ill*
nt-.-, Ixrrne with uncomplaining Christian
fortitude

On the 19th August, our Sister Susannah
Tucker, whose first idtntifievtion with tc-2
Church at Prahran dateback jj )< arsRS‘%
p.1 cd away, in the 511I1 year ol her age

Sister Proctor depart'-I this life in
and joy on the 30th August, in the »dtu
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year of her age. and the 62nd of her Christ­
ian pilgrimage.

Sister Mclnness passed away at the age
of 36 years, leaving her husband and 3 little
ones to mourn her loss.

The church at Ascot Vale sustained a sad
loss in the death of Sister Minahan. She
went away from us on Monday evening,
Sept. 26th. She was one of tnose sweet
spirited and gentle women, whom to know
was to love. She had many excellent
qualities, but her chief characteristic was
an appreciative and forgiving spirit. We
miss her much, and mourn with those who
have been so sadly bereaved.

Our Sister Denn fell asleep in Jesus after
an illness of 1S weeks. She has now laid
aside her armour for her crown; her last
battle has been fought, her last victory won.

Sister Emma Louisia Dull fell asleep in
Christ, aged 53 years, after acute suffering,
endured in the patience of hope. She has
her release, ana passed on before.'

•• When the voice of Jesus calls me.
And the angels whisper low,

I will lean upon my Saviour.
Through tne valley as I go ;

I will claim his precious promise.
Worth to me the world of gold,

■ Fear no evil, I'll lie with thee.
When the pearly gates unfold.”*

—Extract from Suter Mlnahxn's favorite bjttin.

I’RIISIDENT'S address.
Pittsburgh.

7i> the Jur Siiltti cf J'f.-fcriJ, in ConfntM
A tumbled, I.ectng Greeting .—
" A new year is dawning. Lord let it lie
A new year of love and lalxir for Thee,
New be our motives, new be our aim'.
New be our efforts. Thy svvact smile to gain
New confidence give us . trust In Thy Word,
New graces to deck us—Son of our God I
New faith, the fair mountains of promise Io

scale.
Away from the doubts beclouding the vale.
New fe./r like an ancnor to cast on the

snore.
Where sin waves, and sorrow-waves Iscat

back no mote
New /. links to knit our spirits to Thine,
And keep u-. at work with fervor divine.
New vista-views grant of the world un­

known.
New strains of the anthem sung round the

throne
New be cur heart-thirst to see Thy face

shine.
New be our life-way Thy blessed Will

mine 1
Thus may we look to receive a new name
Known in the realms of celestial lame
In newness of life let months roll along.
Till we all take our part in the grand " New

What a busy happy year his gone I
With what unfailing tntcre.t the reports of
faithful work have been lixtened to. and
how we must ••buckle on the armour" for
continued cliort "Let the weak points
Urengthened be" Fight the flight all
heaven --hall crown us in the hour of vic­
tory. The S S Lessons on “ The return
from captivity, and indeed all of them for
this frtt quarter, so far, have deeply im-
prrau-d us. so full are they of cheer and cti-
<. BTM •••< i.t Th'- -Il \ «•“ 111 ' ’ ®*
ta rive in mien before me. os a city of
Jerusalem dr-crird, summoning rlinrt!
Aa &;-r<a1 U.ll be made at conference 1.
L-d l up t!.c Church of Christ, or huu^ if
G>1 I would represent the entire brother
h'*-d m the returning captives curling
of.-c-.h to Luil.l up the walls <J our Ul -.ed

Zion. Now in order that they may go for­
ward with courage to this work of building,
let their hands be strengthened with vessels
of silver, gold, and goods w illingly offered,
and our God l»c with them Let them gather
themselves together as one man at conference
and let the ascending offering of prayer be
made unto the Lord, and the songs of,
praises be for the "mercy that endureth for
ever " I Many, as they look back upon the
prosperous times of the ’• boom," may
weep; but let us. who have this work in
hand, shout aloud, and may the sounds of
rejoicing overcome the sounds of weeping
How deeply must this lesson be graven
upon our hearts "Except the Lord build
the Church, they labor in vain to establish
it."

Shall we not "be strong," oh Brother?
shall we not " be strong," eh Sister? and
work ? for " I am with you," saith the lx>rd
God Almighty Does He not say to us in
the midst of our great need, "The silver is
Mine, and the gold is Mine " ’ and may it
not be that the glory of the future granary
of the gospel shall be greater than In former I
times’—but oh. how many feel their
unworthiness for the great work ; How we
need to realise what we believe—" Not by
might, nor by power, but by My Spirit.
saith the Lord " Let us not dv .pise the
day of small things.

The watchful eye of the laird regards our
weakest effort. His assurance is lint the
great mountain of difficulty shall be levelled
to a plain anil though the beginning was
feeble the end will be glorious.

God has his owu plans with Him it is
victory all the lime In view of this let us
re dedicate « ur elves, "let us art e and
build," and the gixul hand of the Lord will
be with us

** In God's own might
We gird us (or the coming light.
And strong in Him whoso cause is ours
In conflict with unholy powers
We grasp the weapon He has given.
The light ami truln and love of Heaven "
May not all that has come upon us have

arisen from a neglect of studying God's
Word in our homes and around our fire­
side. It was so with the Jews; hence the
captivity Let our determination be. as
theirs was on their return, a more pervis-
tent study of God's Word and a clover
adherence thereto, so that in a sense each
home shall be a synagogue or Bible reading
circle At your nevi executive meeting let
each sister recount how many homes she
has induced to take up tin- systematic and
continuous reading of God's word, and let
the sisters urge upon the preachers and
teachers to give an analysis of tho Ixoks to
be read at the beginning of each month
from the " Household Bible Readings"
We hope to do thi-tat Central shortly And
they read in the book, tn the law i f God
distinctly. 1 r. they give the sense

stimulate our conference for the coming

"Let us learn wisdom from the post.
See duty in the present.

Be Buoyed by His spirit
And guided by His word

Our temple city yet shall rise.
The wonder than of our once

tearful eyes "
May God bless you all a!undan!b The

Lting-baging prayer of your ab.cnt ['resi­
dent. A. K. Thvri.ood.

ENDEAVOR REIORTs (CONDENSED)
Brighton —Organised November, 1892,

with 13 members Present number 35,
average attendance 14. Have had very
helpful visits from Miss Hill and Mi-.
Dickens Arc interested in Missionary
work, and have a visiting and "look out "
committee

Mu. Chui .toihlr, Pres
A M Higgins, Sec

Collingwood —Our society has been
established nearly two years Meetings are
held wccklv , devotional, missionary, etc
Active members 7; Associate 16. Honorary
3 , total 46. Adive members are those who
have signed the Endeavor pledge, and are
expected to take some port in the meeting.
Associate are those who while not taking
any part, attend regularly. Honorary.
tho-c unable to b>: always present, but
who^c sympathies arc with the movcnltnt.

Enmore. N.S.W.—Ours is an Endeavor
and Dorcas Class combined, numbering 24.
Average attendance. 17. Our exercises are
on the first Monday in the month, devo­
tional; *«ond, Dorcas; third, Bible study,
Bro. Walt leading ; fourth, readings, recita­
tions and Dorcas work During the year
we have made and distributed 91 garment*.
have presented our Bro with a very nice
writing desk, and our worthy picwdmt,
sister Bagley with a very pretty album, fi r
we have to thank her for 10 much l*ray-
ing our Father’s blessing upon all Endcav ■
ors for the advancemint id Hr. Kingdom.

Ethel Kingsbury. Sec
Hobart, Tasmania—Loving greetings

to Victorian sisters Although we have nut
much that is fresh to report still we desire
to keep in touch with others in same work
Alter the Christmas recess, we re opened
with a social, inviting the brethren who had
so kindly helped us bv paying thiir penny
per week Wo also had a brother from
Victoria, who left us a hand a>mo dilution
We have betn invited to join fa cunferente
the other V I’.C E Societies in Hebart. it
being conditional to sign th- Boston p’ed, «•
The matter was laid before the sister*, and
after due consideration we decline J

L. Jarves, Pro
J Brown, Vice l*res

Klnmngton —We thank cur heavenly
1 1 ather for Hit g.xxlne.* in enabling u. t->
bring before >< u this our sixth ai :vual
report Our number cn the r.li is th.it>-
one. average attendance, twenty h-uh
member gtvci a penny per week Wtth
thu we have .,... ted the i c. Jt. v 1 .trJ the
Mck. mid helped the church in other ways
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them relief

GATHERING UP FRAGMENTS.

up frag

been given to the old folk in the Asylum.

Work done for God. it di

come Io Him

attendance of nine, fourteen names being on I ht-e calculations ended tn alarm.

At the setting of the sun ;

It is v.nh much pl

bond nor fn

Our Blostc

to hear The Word preached

feeling
v who

India The story of her leaving home and
friends iri the cause of our Afastcr is a

to "gather up the' fragments. that nothing
may lx: lo.t " (John 6 12).

report of the Kanaka and Home Mission
Band The secretary says, " Our first

ability.
As to ohurch work, the influence of a

holy life will lead to great results which
at which it u.is decided that all money
collided should be for the Kanaka Mi'..ion.

sheaves, and after life’s labour is ended, we
may hear the loving enquiry, " Where hast
thou gleaned to-day? "and whilst casting

poem—
It isn't the thing you do, dear;

It’s the thing you leave undone,

ments," and truly there arc many small por­
tions of the work which need gathering up.
While we may not be able to deal out the
Bread of I.ifc to thousands, yet as humble
gleaners we may do much in the great har­
vest field of God Like Ruth in the field of

id jx-r week, and lion, members one
■hilling and a |>enny j

hand. M.i z 
all filled" Then cornea the command

the f<iu:r He has given 11
opportunities ?

number up His jewels. We may alwayi
have a kind word for the sorrowing. That

Iti’the social life we may by our discreet
behaviour, be the means of winning ?omc
to the truth by avoiding idle talk or slander
and remembering the words of the apostle.
" But as He who hath called you Is holy.

where our Uro Thompson has done good
work, and has already baptised 17. This is
not much for all Australia : to support one
missionary in foreign fields and one among

during the past y
time 1 blest in m»
id our church member. Bro Thomson from

tlon." 1 Peter » : 12.
Thurftifls in public life will be much the

same. '1 he silent force of example will bo

Out of another’s way,
The bit of heartsome counsel

You were hurried too much to say
Oh, what joy to lie able to find time amid

the busy and active scenes of life to visit
and speak a word of comfort to the sick, to
moi .ten the fevered lip, to wipe the dew
from the brow, repeating the promise of an
ever-present Saviour to strengthen the
fluttering spirit that will soon wing *w
flight.

v. ill remember his mother’s prayers, or some
scripture text and repent.

Faithful is He who promised. “ 1 will
save thy children" (Is. 49: 25). As we
thus endeavor in our home lives to always

the constant reports of our work in that
place will agree with me that she has ful­
filled our cxtxftations. The Committee
huj- d to send another worker into the field

1892. with 16 members Present number,
23 Have held 41 meetings with an average
attendance of 15 Ours is a working class
While some are entertaining, others arc all

every Christian mother heard the Lord say
to her. " Take this child and nurse it for
me. and I will pay thee thy wages." Do
we take them daily and pray uith them and
/vr them? "Mother do you say your
prayers?" enquired little Mary, "do you
say your pray ers, mother ?" again came the
enquiry. The mother looked confused, but
said. " Mother has been very naughty,
Mary, she has not said her prayers for a
long time." Need I say from that time,
Mary ’s mother not only taught her child to
say her prayers, but prayed with her. Per­
haps as our children grow up, some of them
may perhaps disappoint us. but as the
Master prayed for Peter, so let our prayers
go up for the erring one. For it is written,
" Train up a child in the way he should go,
and when he is old he will not depart from

be stridly confined to the home circle, but
colliding with expanding force and beauty,
d 1 play its many-sided phases in social,
public, church, sick, trad distribution,
Sunday school, and many other ways by
which we may help to strengthen the hands
of each other, and benefit those who are

multitude following on ; but Jesus, lifting

on the time of the meeting

Him they

inie < omm.and to u:.
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hidden while the Spirit is urging. " Thou
shall go to all that 1 shall send thee: and
whatsoever I command thee, thou shall
speak." ' Be not afraid of their faces, for
I am with thee to deliver thee," saith the
lx>r<i; and again, "Open thy mouth wide,
and I wdl fill it "

Let not tho'C who have the capability be
kept back by the command " Let your
women keep silence in the rAurrftrr" from
telling the t.cilJ of a crucified and risen
Saviour To Mary was given the word

Go tell that I am risen "
Thus we sec how God, " who hath chosen

the Weak things of the world to confound the
mighty." nuts honor upon feeble instrument­
alities and gets to himself greater glorj. So
by our conversation, our example, our loving
attendance on the sick, our untiring earned
efforts in tract distribution, in Sundiy
school work and preaching to the world, we
may have the privilege of "gathering up the
fragments that nothing may be lost "

A FEW LESSONS FROM SOME
WOMEN OF THE BIBLE.

(tlY MISS m’cougiitrv.)
Dear Sisters,—In seeking to

collect a few lessons from some
women of the Bible, 1 shall in this
short paper confine my remarks to
the Israclitish women.

“ Whatsoever things were written
aforetime, were written for our
learning, that we through patience
and comfort of the scriptures might
have hope." “ All scripture is given
by inspiration of God, and is profit­
able for doctrine, for reproof, for
correction, for instruction in right­
eousness ; that the man of God
may be perfect, thoroughly furnished
unto all good works." The Apostle
Paul very frequently referred the
early Christians to the teachings of
the old law, which law abounds
with promises of blessings to the
faithful lawkeepers. The history of
the Israelites is exceedingly inter­
esting, and I think we sisters of the
present day may gather some useful
lessons from the wise hearted women
of old.

The willingness with which they
helped to rear God's tabernacle in
the wilderness, not only by giving of
their substance, but also by then
labor, is worthy of imitation. We
read that so great was the liberality
of the wise-hearted, when called
upon for help, that it was ncc<- ary
to restrain their liberality: their
enthusiasm for the Lord’s house wa ;
great. They had had many won­
derful manife .tations of God's jov
and forbearance towards them, <; I
.. t b. n hl.- ■ ml. in th it earli t
love—happy in conforming to God's
law.

But, al i 1 th, y I* < mie indifl' n nt
t . that law ; and althi.a ,11 < l.oii' I 

by the prophet Isaiah to rise up
from their ease ami give heed to
God’s message of warning, (In y with
their kindred caused the Almighty
to pour out his wrath upon them ;
and they who escaped the sword
were taken into captivity. When
God, who is ever ready to forgive
the sins of His people, allowed the
exiles to return to Jerusalem, the
women were again ready to help in
the building of the wall of their
down-trodden city.

What a joy their work must have
been to them on that occasion,
although performed in the face of
great opposition ! Each age of time I
has had its various forms and cus­
toms, but God's law hastier been I
the same; His obedient children,'
irrespective of sex, have ever had |
honored privilege of being co-labor- :
ers with Him. What more exalted
position could we wish to occupy? ;
Surely our age is a happy one— ,
we have every encouragement I
and inducement to imitate the ex­
ample of zeal, courage and energy as
displayed by the ancient women.
•* The lines have fallen unto us in
pleasant places, yea, we have a
goodly heritage." Let us be careful
not to sit down at our ease while so
large a field of labour is before us in
our own deparament. Let us not
forget the claims the welfare of Zion
has upon us; but like the wise-
heat red women of old, may we ever
lx: ready with our help for the up­
building of the church of the living
God, the pillar and the ground of
the tritch.

In God's great fi« Id of labour
All uark h not the .amc ;

He hath a service for tach one
Who loves Hu holy name

The shedding of the precious
blood of the pure and the holy One
was the price of our redemption.
Shall we take our ease and not at­
tempt some grateful return for love
free? Oh, kt us be wise-hearted
and show our loyally to our kinsman
Redeemer. Let not the present di
pressrun in our land retard our ser­
vice for the Master's work; yea,
rather let it be an impetus to us to
lay up f >r mn. elves treasure . where
neither moth nor rust doth corrupt,
and where thieve ■ du not bleak

I through and steal. \\ e an- as .tile I
' that all thing ■ wt.il. t thn t >r um
' . ami if tin • trial. by the way
11 ad 11 to i<l} L. 'K fully on the
| •• lb .k of A , ihij will iiv! 1 1
! pi-».■ a bl mg t*ii.

the now closing year, let us this glad
Conference New Year, with willing,
wise, and loving hearts, re-consecrate
ourselves to the help of the Lord
against the mighty.

•• Forward lx- our watchword.
Step. and volcc» joined;

Su k the thing* before us,
Not a lock behind;

Burns the fiery pillar
At our nrrny's head .

Who !.hill dream of shrinking.
By our Captain led ’

Forward tlrru* the de -ert.
Thro’ the toil and fight -

Can.ian Ho before u»,
Zion beami with light.

Forward 1 tluck of Ji ju»,
Salt of all the earth ;

Till each yearning puqxnc
Spring* Io glorious birth

Sick they ask for healing .
Blind, they grope I r day .

Pour upon the nations
Wisdom’s loung ray

Forward out id error,
Ixavo behind the night.

Forward through the ilarknesa.
Forward into light."

-----o-----
CHARACTERISTICS.

in- Miss Cox.
The purpose of tin-, brie f paper is

to speak about some of those quali­
ties which, ii cultivated, build up a
noble Christian character. In that
beautiful language of Holy Writ ne­
wish that all our sisters may be as
“Corner stones, polished after the
similitude of a palace." Corner
stones arc strung, solid, and endur­
ing, so should those be who aspire
to Chrislion nol ility of life. We
arc aware that there are certain rare
beings among our race gifted with
impassioned devotion and a fervent
faith which ever keeps them »n the
the narrow way of n ghtcou.snc.ss. It
is they who mount up, as with
eagle's wing-, into the presence of
the Unseen. But by far the-greater
number of u-. ait- cnvnoni d by weak-
m • in daily danger vf falling and
wr- must keep a strict watch ever
the : in that doth so easily lx -t u •-



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD April, xggj.128

Of course most here present to­
night have accepted Christ as the
model to follow through good and
evil. This should give fixity of pur­
pose, and to very many it docs. A
goodly company among you are
spending their whole life in
a continual psalm of bene­
ficent activity. But others are
living without any purpose—I mean
those who live without a settled de­
termination to do hourly whatsoever
things arc lovely, pure, honest, and
of good report. But if you take a
decided stand for these things you
will meet with opposition. Exalted
aims most certainly do. So you
will require fortitude to fight your
life's battles. What a grand quality
it is, and all, sneer they never so
much, must in the end admire it.
Locke says—" Fortitude is the guard
and support of all the other virtues."
Timid people are likely to yield to
circumstances, and in this way they
often sacrifice the best qualities of
the heart. On the other hand, the
resolute and courageous cause cir­
cumstances to yield to them. Do
not think that you cannot be brave,
or that courage is an unwomanly
quality—it is noble and beautiful for
any person in all ranks of life.

I have known women in humble
circumstances who displayed an
admirable fortitude in midst of in­
cessant trials of a peculiarly painful
charadkr, and no one would be
more astonished than they, were
that quality ascribed to them. You
have read of Queon Esther of happy
memory. The fate of all her fellow-
countrymen depended on her, so she
said: “ So will I go in unto the
king, which is not according to the
law: and if 1 perish, I perish."
Again, look on that most accom­
plished and beautiful Lady Jane
Gray, who was doomed to death
when only eighteen years of age for
uo real offence whatsoever. She
bore her trials with calmness, and
addressed the multitude that assem­
bled before her scaffold with the
utmost tenderness, and moved them
to tears. With steadfast courage
this girl died, who had the “birth of
a princess, the learning of a divine,
the life of a saint, and yet suffered
the death of a malefactor for the
offences of her parents."

Now I must call your attention to
self-reliance. Doubtless you will be
left much alone by your companions
if you direct yourself into higher
walks uf usefulness. Girls arc so
prone tu do what others du, so little
inclined tu think and ask fur them­

selves. They will suffer any amount
of pain rather than be thought old,
or out of the way. It is said to be
a defect of modern society that so
few girls are taught to depend on
themselves. As inclined to lean as
reeds they must have parents, rela­
tions, or friends, to rely on. Vicissi­
tudes may change the current of
their lives in a single week or day,
as many sad examples bear witness.
If for no other reason girls require
this trait of character to serve them,
when misfortune has swept away
their possessions, or death has
stricken down the parents or friends
on whom they have depended.
Most of us at some period of our
life will be placed in positions where
we must a<A and plan for ourselves.
Now self-reliance is needful in all
these circumstances. It is necessary
to a complete development of char­
acter. Onr part cannot be acted
well without it. You need not be
proud, nor toe self-confident in con­
sequence. Neither of these evils
result from a properly developed
self-reliance. Think for yourself,
ad for yourself, depend on your own
personal exertions.

Now I come to the last and highest
quality, the crowning excellence of
character — piety. No qualities,
however desirable and lovely, can
supply the want of this. Carlyle
says—“ In every sense a man's reli­
gion is the chief fad in regard to
him." In a deeper and truer sense
than fortitude, piety is “ the guard
and support of all the other virtues."
There is something different in the
Christian from others—an inward
inspiration which permeates all the
thoughts and adions. lie lives in
the world but is not of the world.

I fear that few of us recognise
what this other-worldliness means.
what a rare charm it imparts to the
presence and how we are all disposed
to admire those who are most Christ-
like. And if piety is so needful for
our life here -life so brief and frail
that it is compared to the grass and
flowers of the field, how much more
important it becomes when we view
it as a preparation for another and
a higher life. We know little now
what our vague and faltering aspir­
ations will be in fruition; we walk
by faith, not by sight or knowledge.

We shall all pass, sooner or later,
into that mystery of the grave, ami
in the supreme and solemn moment
of death our allegiance to God will
be our consolation; and in propor­
tion as this has been faithful ami 

sincere, so will our end be peaceful
and free from remorse.

If, then, our lives are moulded by
the most holy Christ, they will be
noble and beautiful—exalted far
beyond those who know not nor
obey the Christ. Then truly our
sisters will be as “ comer stones,
polished after the similitude of a
palace."

RESOLUTIONS.

That our grateful and adoring
thanks are due to our loving Father,
for His watchful oare and protection
during the past year. That we as
His servants will do all in our power
to win others for His service, ad­
vance every effort put forward at
home and abroad to further the
cause of Christ.

Resolved—That the cordial sisterly
greetings of the English sisterhood
be reciprocated, also that we send a
letter of loving thanks to our Presi­
dent, Mrs. Thurgood for her her con­
stant remembrance of us, as well as
one of sympathy and greeting to our
Foreign Mission sister, Miss Thomp­
son.

Resolved—That the thanks of this
Conference arc due to the officers of
Lygon-street and Swanston-strcet
for the use of their buildings, to the
sisters who have entertained us and
prepared papers, as well as those
who have so kindly catered fur
us.

^.rluiolulriigtiuitts.
---------------:o:————

SUBSCRIIT1ONS RECEIVED.

With Thanks—-Newman. /5 •!/••• .
Brown, 40.6; C A Ball. 30/-; JacUH.-‘ •
Sharpe, 25/-: Kemp, 15/-, Mrs Ibvmas.
Sinclair, 12 •; Stewart. 119. Park, 10 •
Bumpstcd, Miss Smith. «>/-: Archer. > ■
Ritchie. 7/6; Mrs. Witchell. Mr* J
Mrs Everett, Laing. Gillham. Mett, Boe
Hughes, Tunc. Marilcct, J- McKay. XV
Kcmnttx, Lee, Mrs McArthur, Mt-> 1,1 ’
I). Tully, Gill. G. llorlcy, Mijcr.
A Scott, Wilson, Hoskins, Hmdmore, .
Kenner, Finger, Winch. Rhodes. • •
Goodwin, Browne, Davis, G E W<“,G
Johnson), Bloor, Hishcr, 5/-; E ,,r’
Mrs. Cambridge, XV' Smith, Hone, »»
Smith. 4 -

M. McMillan,
it? Swanston-strcet, Mana^r

Melbourne
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W. BROWN, FOUND I EPPING DAIRY.

Sign Writer, Decorator & Painter,
145 QUEENSBERRY STREET,

NORTH MELBOURNE
Oppoilte Bank of Victoria.

ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR REPAIRS.

PRACTICAL

Upholsterer and Cabinet Maker,
AND

GENERAL FURNISHING WAREHOUSE, i
CORNER OF

ELGIN 4 RATHDOWHE STREETS, CARLTON.

Reliable Furnlahlng Eetlmatca Given.
DESIGNS SUBMITTED.

Jas. Amess,
OUTFITTER,

34 ERROL STREET,

NORTH MELBOURNE

BEST OF HLL.

PURE ROLLER.

PARKIN’S
"Triumphant" Self-Raising

■77 FENWICK ST.. NORTH CARLTON

B. HORNER,
Wholesale and Retail Dairyman

Pure Milk delivered twice a day,
4d. per Quart-

KING, KING & GO.,
1 80 & 8a ERROL STREET,

;NORTH MELBOURNE

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Drapers, Merchant Tailors,
And HOUSE FURNISHERS.

HADDOVt A SON. L.Ir.<4r-ui.

F G. DC1NN
(FORMERLY DUNN d CO)

VALUATOR & ACCOUNTANT
117 SWANSTON STREET

(Oicr A. B. Ihinjwctit.'it,

Estates Realised.
He., 0.0.

Dales of Dunlncssca Kc^otlntcd.
Partnerships Arranged.

Gtochs Valued.

GREIG
Families

BAKER AND PASTRYCOOK,
409 SWAN STREET, BURNLEY.

BREAD MADE FROM BEST KOLLER l-'LOL’K
waited on far Orders Melbourne and Suburbs.
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Dressmaking.Loch.

AWARDED MEDALS AND CERTIFiCATES AT VARIOUS EXHIBITIONS.

A SzlFJS AND PROFITABLE INVESTMENT.

Consumer at
Cost.

B.r.usmA.,,,., “GOD’S RIGHT DOING.” a....... n—
One Penny ; Twelve Cuplca post free for Nlncpcnco.

»/• ZZ. CRAIG, (late Dunn & Co.) 300 BourkC"St,t ^lolliotiru^*

S. O. KING. Eg<|.. J.P., Chairman. --------------------- JOHN HEAD. Secretary.
On/eex 17 QUEEN'S WALK, COLLINS STREET, (Opp Town Hall) MELBOURNE-

lull particulars with instructions for Self-measurement forwarded on application
Imported Corsets at lowest prices. Long Waists a speciality. C. 13 in great variety.
Thomson's Invigorator. with shoulder Unices. CP A La Bireue. Izod's Madame
Cave s Corset and licit Combined. Sensible Bodices without Ixmes for ladies and
children. Shoulder Braces, 5/- ami 76. unequalled. Elastic Stockings, etc

V- EXTENDED
STflRIi-BOWKETT BUILDING SOCIETY.

THE MOST LIBERAL BUILDING SOCIETY IN AUSTRALIA.
Registered Under “The Building Societies’ Act, 1890."

Entrance Fee, In. Subscription, Is. per week-

AND HOW IT IS SOLVED.
By J. E. LAING, M.A.

The " Great Problem," concisely stated, is the following Git.i a nun’-tr ef int/lli^nt bda^i, ml. tit J t-tlh frit will, h. -
Ci(J! > iu..t.I in .'.t.iir.in;/», n u.7 <•/ f.’r.n a t lunUT) vliJun.t I Iht 1///u rrgA/r.aj hi. ? l ew. if any. doubt God’i
tn -..hr thh cvrccdingly difficult problem, but very mar.) - till think that it Is r. »j/h m.t^ulli for Him to do so. Il is cluin'
1>m th it it demonstrate, the/, rtrlihf) of the volution : th it God will ind ■ d solve it follow ; as a matter of course A can’
is retommendid to all who arc inten ted in the study of God’s dealing > with m.in The recent Selby-and Sjmca debate b
very dearly that one most fruitful source of Infidelity is the common view concerning the nature, duration and asm of future p

ATT V7 /*'O We Unite Producer and
(□UUEZTaLL & LzS Least Possible

GOODALLSTEAS
Wonderful Values, 1/1, 1/3, 1/6, 1/9, 2/- per lb.

These Prices at the Quality supplied are really Wholesale Quotations, A TriaJ
will convince of the Truth of our assertion.

Our “ Delightful ” 1/6 TEA, Once Used Always Used, Obtainable Only at
15 SWANSTON STREET.

MRS- MOYNIHAN
Fashionable Dressmaker,

71 BRUNSWICK ST. FITZROY
(Near Gertrude Street.)

Fit and Style Guaranteed.
A TRIAL SOLICITED.

HIDING HABITS A SPECIALTY.

EEI.IK T REGISTRY OFFICE.

MISS WARLAND
(LATE MRS. ATKINSON.)

CORSET AND BELT MAKER, AND UNDERCLOTHIER,
131) COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE


