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K\EW WITNESSES. — Wc
] / have frequently called the

attention of our readers, says
7 he Christian Evangelist, to confirma­
tions of the Scriptures afforded by
the repeated discoveries made in the
progress of exploration. Many of
these arc of startling significance,
but the facts brought out by the ex­
cavations at Tel El Amarna, in
Egypt, and Lachish, in Palestine,
are among the latest, and are by no
means the least important. The
tablets found at Tel El Amarna arc
a series of letters, thn e hundred and
twenty in number, written on clay
tablets, which were afterwauls hard­
ened, and were sent in this form from
Babylonia, from Arabia, and from
various cities of Palestine to Egypt.
They arc of an official characier,
were on official business, and were
preserved among the official arch­
ives. They are in Babylonian char­
acters, evidently the official language
of that early period, and were writ­
ten at a very early date, some of
them before the times of Abraham,
and all of them more than twelve
hundred years before the Christian
era. A work has been Recently
published by Capt. Conder, so well
known for hi ■ long superintendence
of the Palestine explorations, in
which he givcs translations of no le .s
than one hundrt d ami seventy- ix
of these letters, all of whiih were
written fr«m Pak-tira to the king of

Egypt, °f other official persons,
about the time of the sojourn of the
Hebrews in Egypt, or of their
exodus and conquest of Palestine.

JTHE1R IMPORTANCE.—The
Sf discovery and translation of

these letters are of the utmost
importance in the settlement of the
question whether the accounts in the
Pentateuch and Joshua are histori-

' cal, or the myths, legends ami
' transformations of a later age. The
• fact that one hundred and seventy­
eight letters exist which were written

, from Palestine during the period to
■ which the sojourn of Israel in Egypt,
the exodus, and the occupation of

' the Promised Land is assigned,
settles the question whether the
Palestine of the Pentateuch ami
Joshua is the real Palestine as it
existed in that age, or an imaginary
Palestine described by writers a
thousand years latt r. They also
determine what has been a mooted
question, to wit: whether the art of
writing was sufficiently understood
thirteen or fourteen centuries before

OENAN REFUTED.—Renan in
his history of Israel expresses
the conviction that the Hebrew

I history found in the Pentateuch,
Joshua ami Judges could not have
been written in the times of the
events which they describe, but
must belong to a much later period.

1 He supports this view by the asset*
I tion that the art of writing was not
sufficiently known to render it pos-

I sible that such written records could
I be prepared. The discoveries of the
i last five years have exploded his
criticism. It is now known that the

1 art of writing was well understood
. ami extensively used long before the
■ times of Abraham. Gnat volumes
. of documents, discovered in Mesopo­
tamia and Egypt, belonging to dates

j as early or earlier than the times of
' Moses, are now collected in the
; libraries and museums.

E BIBLE VINDICATED.
Not only were many of the
letters written from cities

named in the Bible history of that
period, and mention made of the

Christ to make, it possible for the nations and tribes mentioned in the
Pentateuch and Joshua to be com- Bible, but some of the litters in the
milled to writing in those remote volume ju4 publi hed by Capt.
times. We will say briefly that ■ Condir were written by men who
these litters establish (:) that the arc named in the early Bible history.
art of writing was well known and: In Joshua to: 1-3 nr.ntion is made
extensively practised before the time I of Japhia king of Lachish, and
of Moses, and (2) that the Palestine ! Adonidc/el; king of Jerusalem, as
of the Bible at that period is the | among tin-Amorite kirn; , who fought
Pali , line of the tabl< I . \\r will I against I hi llcbicw . In b -hi a
speak with more attention to di In: 1 another of the >in-iti!'... of
tails. | Israel appears in the p- rson of Jabin
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king of Hazor. It is a significant
fa<fl that among these letters, as­
signed to a period which must be
about the times of Joshua, are three,
one each from Jabin king of Hazor,
Japhia king of Lachish, and Adoni-
dezek king of Jerusalem. Thus
there is furnished incontestible evi­
dence, the evidence of their own
autographs, that the men named in
the book of Joshua, lived at the very
times to which they are assigned by
the Bible. It is also a remarkable
faCl that some of these are appeals
to the king of Egypt to furnish them
aid against the attacks of the Afenii,
a term which most etymologists and
philologists understand to be a
foreign term for the Hebrew race.

IGNORANCE or tub "HIGHER
CRITICS.—One other fatfl is
worthy of mention in this con­

nection. In Joshua 17: 16 it is
mentioned that the children of
Ephraim complained to Joshua that
the hill country that they possessed
was not enough for their numerous
tribe, but that they had not been
able to dispossess the Canaanites of
the valley of Jezrecl and of Beth-
shean, on account of their chariots
of iron. It has been claimed that
this is an anachronism, and an evi­
dence of composition at a much later
period; that at the early period when
Joshua is supposed to have lived
iron had not been brought into use.
The recent discoveries have some­
thing to say in response to this. In
the excavations at Lachish in Pales­
tine conduced by the Palestine
Exploration Fund, the explorers
found the evidence that several
different races had successively
occupied the same site, ami had left
a stratum in which the relics of their
occupation were deposited. When
they reached the lowest stratum
they found the remains of the old
Amorite city which was standing in
the times of Joshua. In this stratum
were found tablets of the same
character and of the same age as
those found at Tel El Amarna, a
sufficient evidence that the Amorite
h lies belong to a date as ancient as
the time of the Hebrew invasion.
In the April number of the monthly
magazine which contains the reports
of the Palestine Exploration Fund
there is announced the discovery of
“a'uniting furnace for iron altri-

dent of exploration) to 1400 n.c." In
view of this discovery all question of
the possibility of the Arnorites
having chariots of iron must be
silenced.

Indeed, it becomes more and more
evident that the objections raised to
the historical records of the Bible
are due to ignorance. As human
knowledge increases, the answer to
every objection is furnished. “ All
signs point,” says a recent writer,
“ to a time not far distant when it
will be as manifestly impossible to
bring, by any process of critical
legerdemain, the date of the earliest
Old Testament books down to a
period centuries later than the events
of which they are the history, as it is
to discredit in a like way the history
of Herodotus or the Commentaries
of Julius Caesar."
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‘•HOLDING A STRAIGHT
COURSE."

--------
book the world lias ever

rllL'xdlI k,,ovvn l,as received the
severe handling and
harsh treatment the
nibk‘ An'1 th'B’
not only from its me-

■* ** mics but from its pro­

fessed friends. Indeed, the treat­
ment meted out to it by many of its
so-called friends has been vastly
more injurious than that accorded
to it by its open and avowed ene­
mies. Its enemies may be likened
to the bold highwayman who in
broad, open daylight demands your
money or your life, while the others
may be compared to the rogue who,
while embracing you, at the same
time manages to pick your pocket.
In the one case you are on your
guard and fight in the open ; in the
other you are robbed before you are
aware of it. The most dangerous
enemy is not the man who openly
declares his intention of burning the
Bible at the first opportunity, but
the man who while professing great
friendship for it, unblushingly per­
verts its teaching.

To many, these words may seem
unduly harsh, but when all the evils
which have resulted from false teach­
ing are fairly borne in mind, it will
be admitted, we think, that no words
can be too severe in their condem­
nation of such conduct. Plain speech
is somewhat scarce in these days,
and those using it arc apt to suffer
for not concealing their thoughts
with diplomatic speech. It is satis­
factory, however, to note that plain­
ness of speech is of apostolic origin,
while smooth words are a modern
luxury.

True the apostolic injunction en­
joins upon us the necessity of speaking
the truth in love, but it should be
noted, that it is the truth that should
be spoken, and not lies or half-truths,
which are worse than lies. You may
take a lie by the throat and choke it,
but a half-truth eludes your grasp,
and is altogether mean and con­
temptible.

We are not surprised, then, that
the Apostle Paul exhorted Timothy
to “ hold a straight course in the
word of truth,” for this appears to
be the literal and exaCt meaning of
the words “ rightly dividing the
word of truth.” The expression
denotes “fearless faithfulness," •»
simple straightforwardness in deal­
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ing with the word of God. And
this exhortation was not meant for
Timothy's benefit alone, but for all
the followers of the Lord Jesus
Christ. No doubt it has a special
application to all teachers of the
word, but it must not be confined to
them, for all who acknowledge Christ
as Lord are responsible for the
manner in which they deal with the
truth. As the ploughman who does
not cut a straight furrow is unfitted
for his position and deserves con­
demnation, so in like manner are
they who use with craftiness the
word of God.

In apostolic days, as now, there
were those who sought to escape the
force and meaning of Divine teach­
ing. Instead of following the straight
line of truth they sought to bend it
in the direcflion of their own inclina­
tions. The Jewish convert, whose
Christianity had not been sufficiently
clear and strong to free him from
Judaism, did not hesitate to elevate
Moses at the expense of Christ.
That there should have been a ten­
dency in this direcflion at that period
is not surprising when all the cir­
cumstances of the case are con­
sidered, but what can be urged in
extenuation of the conduct of those,
who living to-day, are guilty of the
same sin ? Can it be urged that such
conduct now is the result of pure
ignorance ? No doubt it can in many
instances, but not we are constrained
to think, in the case of those whose
false teaching brings gain to them­
selves and disaster to those unthink­
ing ones who yield a too ready
acquiescence to any man, glib of
tongue and fertile in specious argu­
ments.

In apostolic days there was also
some excuse for the Gentile, whose
associations and traditions were
closely bound up with pagan philos­
ophy, if his early training influenced
for evil his faith in Christianity.
But surely we might cxpcrfl that the
greater light ami knowledge of to­
day would save men from falling
into a like error now, and yet the
history of the churches in this i n- 

lightened nineteenth century is
eloquent with the story of many
shipwrecks caused by the reception
of false philosophies and vain de­
ceits.

It is true, and sad as it is true,
that any new religious venture, no
matter how wild or visionary it may
be, is sure to find a certain number
who are prepared to receive it, and
having received it very soon become
ardent and zealous in its propaga­
tion. In this way such monstrous
systems as Mormonism and Shaker-
ism have found a clientele ready to
embrace their minimum of truth and
their maximum of error. The fact
that these things are so is one of the
perplexing problems of human life.
To solve the problem fully is per­
haps not possible, yet we think
that in some measure an explana­
tion may be offered for this
strange abberation on the part of
man, who is sometimes described as
a “ thinking animal." It may be
noticed that very few religious sys­
tems, of modern days at any rate,
fail to have some substratum of
truth, which they have borrowed
from the Bible. In many cases they
are offshoots of orthodox Christian
organisations, and the truth they
take with them is vital enough to
keep them alive for some con­
siderable time. But how is it,
we ask, that these people, having
once had the truth from heaven,
so easily give it up for that of earth ?
The answer seems to be that they
have never " held a straight course
in the word of truth." No observer
of average Christianity can get away
from the fa (fl that the majority of
professing Christians arc not very
much concerned as to whether or
not they are deviating a point or two
from the course marked out by the
divine chart. In the first place they
do not seem to have troubled them­
selves to find out how to use the
chart which is to guide them in the
journey from earth to heaven. The
Bible to them is only a conglomera­
tion of disjointed texts, and not the
record of an orderly development of

spiritual growth. Or if they do,
perchance, have some faint concep­
tion that there is a difference be­
tween the Patriarchal and Mosaic,
and the Mosaic and Christian dis­
pensations, the good effcrfl of such
perception is nullified by the modem
gospel, that the nineteenth century
theologian knows more than the
apostles in reference to divine
things.

It may be that there is very little
hope that the tendency to drift can
be checked to any large extent or
for any considerable time, neverthe­
less we venture to offer some sugges­
tions which if arfled upon may assist
some in holding a straight course in
the word of truth.

First of all we would say that it is
essential that it should be under­
stood that the Bible is the Jtval au­
thority on all matters relating to the
Christian life, and that this is true
in regard to the Christian, either in
his individual or associated relation­
ship. It may be urged that this is
an axiom so generally received as
scarcely to require any special em­
phasis. Theoretically it may be so,
but in practice the axiom is violated
in almost numtierless instances. The
amount of twisting and turning done
by amateur and professional theolo­
gians is simply astounding. Were
it not that theologians had become
experts in the art, sedlism must have
died out long ago.

In the second place, the above
axiom must be carried out, not only
in theory but in practice, with fear­
less straightforwardness. If this is
done we will not go to the Bible in
order to find texts to support our own
preconceived notions. We will not
take ear v:. n light to the sacred page,
but we will allow its light, which
comes from the throne of God, to
shine upon us, and in that light we
will walk. We will not shut our
eyes and refuse to see that which we
do not want to see. In short, we
will nut handle the Word of God
deceitfully, but like hunt 4 n. :i and
women, having acknowledged the
supreme authority of God's Word,
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wc will obey it without any equivo­
cation.

!• inally, let it be remembered that
we are workmen employed in the
service of God. In the eyes of our
fellow-workers we may be able to
make ourselves appear as honest,
capable servants, when we arc not;

decoy their weaker brethren Into serious
danger and may be destruction. We are
rather inclined to think there is a great deal
of truth in Uro. M.'s remarks, and most
urgently advise all who may be engaged in
this questionable duck business, both for
their own and others' sake, to leave it at
once.

Oro. D. Mncnlllstor.- At the end of 1887,
at Berwick, Bro. Macallister formed a Bible

to solve the present unemployed difficulty,
yet there are somethings in it which should
be read by every Christian, and above all
prartised. Of course the words arc to
Christians. "Nothing tends so much to limit
the number of payable enterprises as the
fad that so many men think a great deal
about their pay. and not much about their
work." While it is true that reward is the
objed of labor, no man calling himself a

but we cannot escape the searching
eye of Him who never slumbers or
sleeps. In our service, we should
not trouble ourselves about seeking
the approval of men, for that is vain
and transient, wc should rather seek
the approval of God, for that is real
and enduring. The instruflions of
our divine Master should be impera­
tive, and suggestions in the dirciflion
of even an approach to disloyalty
should be regarded with disdain.
Therefore, let us hold a straight
course, with our eyes fixed upon
God and not upon man.

QSiJitnrihI <£2otcs.

H. M. Black.—This good brother Is ex­
pected to arrive in Melbourne, en route to
Worrnambool, in about three weeks. At the
latter place he is to be married to the second
cldcit daughter of Bro. Cullough. Bro.
Black experts to return in about a fortnight
to his work in Kansas. Wc arc glad that
Bro. Black has shown his good sense and
appreciation of the beautiful in coming to
Australia for a wife

S. S. Commentary for 1604.—Wc call
the special attention of our readers to the ad­
vertisement on back cover of the Stanpako.
This most excellent Sunday-school help is
growing in favour with the Australasian
teachers every y ear. No teacher who takes
a real live interest in the work should be
without this book Not only is it a good
thing for teachers In the school, but for
teachers and those studying the Word for
their own benefit. It is splendid It contains
the facts and illustrations for 52 good ser­
mons l or full particulars see advertise­
ment

••Decoy Ducko Bro. M .of Ballarat,
1,0. been mining os-iln. imil gi>.’■ •>»
revolts of bin cogitations In another column,
un.l- r III'.' ntav- hraJing Ho uouH drarly
lltalolnw llU iJ » » tardy J.r.dble llul
„mo ol nor lined brethren, anil may be

1, r.. are being u x.l by the old .cratch tn

class by correspondence. We have several
times had occasion to refer to the good work
being done by him. and we are informed that
this class is about topass under the auspices
of the Virtorian Sunday School Union, and
into a much larger field of usefulness than
it could ever attain by private enterprise.
The superintendent of the Correspondence
Bible College will be Prof. Whitley, of the
Baptist College, Melbourne, while Bro.
Macallister continues as instructor, attending
to al) lesson corrections, etc. The same
general lines as heretofore will be followed.
Bro. Macallister in a few months will remove
to Melbourne and give his whole time to
this work.

City and Suburban Circuits.— A
meeting of city and suburban church officers
was held on Tuesday evening, 22nd August,
to consider the proposed "circuit " system
The attendance was not so large as was
exported, but those present believing in the
method, have determined that they will do
what they can to make a beginning. A pro­
visional committee consisting of Brethren
A. Millis, J. Pittman, R. Conning. C. H.
Martin, C. Newham (of Collingwood), Mor­
ris (senr.),and J. C. Semkcn was appointed.
They will communicate with the city and
suburban churches, and to report to the
next meeting, which will be held on the last
Tuesday in September. Bro C. Newham
was appointed secretary to the provisional
committee.

In the Business —The State of South
Carolina has just set up in the whisky
business on her own account ; that is to say
she has taken the sale of alt intoxicating
drinks into her own hands. They expert to
dear a whole million dollars all for them­
selves. But unfortunately they expert to
have to spend the whole million in taking
care of the paupers they make, and in look­
ing after the criminals they manufacture.
This Isa bad business for a so-called Christ­
ian Stale to engage in, but really not much
worse titan licensing others to do it, as in
Australia Iowa, Kansas, and others of the
States have declared that they won't make
or cell the stuff or let any Lody else do it
within their borders; and if they do they
shall be looked upon and treated as crim
inals. This ii what we call business.

••The Unemployed Dllllculty -While
wc do nut think there i. anything really
pradical in the article in the U|M.n Column |

Christian will think for a moment of taking
money w ithout first earning, or trying to torn
it. " The Christian takes as much interest
in his work whether he is working for him­
self or a master." That he thould do so wa
have no doubt, but that all church
members do it, is open to question. But
read the article for yourselves.

Homo Mission Funds. — We regret
to hear that the Virtorian Mission Fund is
still in arrears. We understand that the
secretary is making special efforts at present
to wipe out the deficit of about /120.
Circulars have been sent to all the churches
and if the officers would kindly give a
hearty response, our conference treasurer
would have the pleasure of reporting the
disappearance of the deficit.

Unemployed and Relief Committee.
— In view of the great depression that exists
at present in Victoria, especially In and
around Melbourne, it has been deemed
ncccsssary to establish a system of relief for
those brethren and sisters (with others who
may be recommended for relief by church
officers). iTho committee desire us to
appeal to brethren or sisters in all the
colonics for contributions cither In food,
ilothing,finuooJ, or inonry. Any goods sent
by rail should l»c addressed to " Relief
Committee, per 11 Berry, Spencer-st., Ry.
stn.,” when such parcel will be carried free
Of course it would be necessary to advise
Bro. Berry al his address, BrunswIck-strcct.
N. Fitxroy. The church nt Swantston-sl.
have very kindly given the Relief Committee
the use of their lower hall as a central depot,
and which is open from to am to 1 pin. on
Wednesdays and Saturdays for the relief of
those who ore in need. During the three
days it has been open 60 families have been
relieved—50 of these were members of the
churches Any brethren in town or country
who have vacancies for our unemployed.
should let the secretary know.

Opening of Twynholm Houoe.—On
Friday evening last Twynholm House. Ful­
ham Cross, was opened under the moat
favorable circumstances. Twynholm House
occupies a prominent position at the top of
Munster-road, and was originally built lor a
public house (the "Queen Anne"), but on
account of the proprietors being unable to
obtain a license, the premises had been iu«d
as a coffee palace ‘I hey were, on May
nth, transferred to the I'lilham < «• ■
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Christian Mission. From that time, until
Friday, a great deal of alteration has taken
place. The basement at present is sublet
to a mineral water manufaflurcr, but in a
few months will be taken by Mr. Sydney
Black and turned into a night shelter for
destitute men, on the same principle as
General Booth’s. The ground floor has
been made into a coffee palace, where tea,
coffee, and cocoa may be obtained at the
most moderate charges, and all refresh­
ments, except those containing alcohol, arc
for sale. It is, in fad, nothing more or less
than a poor man’s restaurant. At the rear
there is a reading room where working men
may spend a pleasant evening. It is pro­
vided with both daily and weekly news­
papers, besides monthly and quarterly
magazines, and various games. Thd ground
floor also contains a large Mission Hall or
ledurc room, which is capable of scaling
nearly two hundred people. At the back is
a sitting and reading room In connedion
with the boy’s refuge. On the first floor is
another ledurc room, which would hold,
when filled, about one hundred people. Mr.
Sydney Black's office is on this floor, as are
also two other rooms connedcd with the
boys’ refuge. On the top floor there are
eight bedrooms, which will be subsequently
be furnished as dormitories for between
thirty and forty fatherless, orphan, and
destitute lads under fourteen years of age
The word "Twynholm " has been adopted
from the name of the birth-place of Mr II •
Black, senr. in Scotland. The opening
ceremony was presided over by Mr R.
Black, and among those present were :
Mrs. Black. Mrs Roberts, Miss M Hugill
(Superintendent of the Rescue Homes in
connection with the Mission), Miss Dullield
(Matron of Melbourne House, Walham
Green), Messrs Sydney Black (Superin­
tendent o( the Fulham Cross Christian
Mission. J. T Ainsworth (Editor of "jcyfitl
TiJingiJ, Wilby Kershaw, IJ A, R W.
Black (Financial Manager of the Mission),
William Hardy (Manager of the Coffee
Palace), and several of the officers and
members of the mother church at College­
street. Chelsea. Al 6 30 a tea was given in
the CoCcc Palace and adjoining rooms.
After this the company were taken over the
premises, all expressing themselves highly
delighted with the place. The meeting
began with prayer and singing, afterwards
speeches were delivered by the Chairman.
Mr S Black, who spoke principally of the
objects to which the building would be de­
voted. Mr Kershaw. Mr. T J Ainsworth.

(Eomsponiitnu.

DECOY-DUCKS.
To the Editors of the A. C. Standard.

I have been musing again. This
time on a different theme. It is
whether some Christians are not
ading the part of decoy-ducks. J
must explain. Many men are
blessed with such vigorous constitu­
tions that they are able to a great
extent to resist the deleterious effeds
of alcohol and tobacco, and attain to
a healthy old age. These arc ex­
ceptional cases, for both alcohol and
tobacco are poisons, that should be
shunned by every one who recog­
nises that he is responsible to his
Creator for the life and health that
have been intrusted to him. There
is no necessity for me to prove this ;
if any one should doubt my state­
ment, Bro. Ludbrook will be able in
your “ Temperance Column ” to
satisfy him, that is if the doubter is
open to convidion, and if not he
must for the prescat remain a
doubter, until his eyes are opened to
receive light. Just now, I ask arc
not these men with vigorous consti­
tutions being used by the devil as
his decoy-ducks to allure the weaker
to their destrudion ?

Again, 1 have been musing. It is
because I lately heard that one
family—there may be more—but one
highly rcspedable family connected
with the Church of Christ in one of
our colonies, has dancing parties;
and I am informed that some of our
brethren see no evil in this, and
declare that worse things than danc­
ing occur at Sunday school picnics,
tea meetings, and so forth. If such
be the case, these '* worse things "
must lx.- counteracted; but they do
nut make dancing suitable for a
Christian. I take higher ground,
and say that though you could prove
dancing parties to be lawful, Paul
was not satisfied with the mere law­
fulness of a thing, for he said all
things were lawful for him, but all
things were not expedient. Stand­
ing on this ground, 1 want to know
whether a dancing party is expt cl­
ient ? Are not the • ■ highly ic. ■ po t­
able families bung irt«l by the
devil for his de coy -dm ks ? Bro.

Pittman has set me further musing.
He has been to Ballarat pleading for
assistance towards his rescue work,
and in the course of his tedure he
referred to the sources that rendered
his work a necessity, specially men­
tioning alcohol, dancing, and the
theatre. Innocent young girls by
these means have their passions
excited, and when the first step is
taken, the descent to a lower and a
lower still, alas I too often follows.
As I thought over this, and that no
one falls suddenly—there is at first a
slight turning aside, a walking afar
off, which is but a preparation for a
walk still further off—and that one
half of our dangers are unsuspected,
I pondered over the responsibility
resting upon the Christian to " let
his manner of life be worthy of the
gospel of Christ " (Phil. 1: 27). Do
the habitues of the ball-room show
that they are constrained by the love
of Christ to live no longer unto
themselves, but unto him who for
their sakes died and rose again ?
Are they exemplifying what it is to
be new creatures in Christ Jesus?
Have old things passed away, and
all things become new ? I'ide 2
Cor. 5: 14-18. Is this the way by
which they present their bodies
living sacrifices, holy and acceptable
to God ? If attending the ball-room
is being transformed by the renewing
of their mind, will some one kindly
explain wh.it is meant by not being
fashioned according to this world ?
Vide Rom. 12: 1, 2. Are Christians
to show by their lives that they are
an eled race, a royal priesthood, a
holy nation, a people for God's own
possession, that they may show forth
the excellencies of Him who called
them out of darkness into his mar*
vcllous light ?—1 Peter 2 : 9. Peter
says they should, but how do the
dancers obey the injundion ? Breth­
ren, the apostle's exhortation is:
“ Look therefore carefully how yc
walk: not as unwise, but as wise;
redeeming the time, because the
days are evil."—Ephesians 5: 15.
Can one just returning from the ball­
room sincerely offer up the petition,
“ Lead me not into l< mptation, but
deliver me from evil"; or that of
David: “Lord, make me to know
mine end, and the measure of my
days, what it is; let me know how
frail I am"? O brctbii n beloved,

I instead of the dance inclining its
adherents to •• t their minds cn the
thin;;, that ate al .»»<." tiny are
11 < inat< .1 by th thir tl ->i ■
upon the earth”, • . tn . tI .0
they that they have no taste fur
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church work. They can find time
to attend the dance, but they are so
very busy, so much engaged, that
they have no time to attend a prayer
meeting, or one for the study of
God's holy word.

Perhaps I have written sufficient,
for the present. I have been told
that I must expert to be classed as
a starched puritan for my former
musings. Be it so. That will not
cause me to fret. The Puritans
were belter than I, so I shall find
myself in good company. But,
brethren, please grant me permission
to place before your readers the
reflertions of one whom none will
call a “starched puritan":—

“ The system of evening parties is
a false and absurd one. Ladies
may frequent them professionally
with an eye to a husband, but a man
is a fool who takes a wife out of such
assemblies, having no other means
of judging of the objert of his choice.
You are not the same person in your
white crape and satin slippers, as
you are in your morning dress. /\
man is not the same in his tight
coat, and feverish glazed pumps,
and stiff waistcoat, as he is in his
green double-waisted frock, his black
ditto, or his woollen jacket. And a
man is doubly a fool who is in the
habit of frequenting evening parties,
unless he is forced thither in search
of a lady to whom he is attached, or
unless he is compelled to go for his
wife. A man who loves dancing
may be set down to be a fool; and
the fashion is greatly going out with
the increasing good sense of the age.
Do not say that he who lives at
home or frequents clubs in lieu of
balls is a brute, and has not a
proper respert for the female sex ;
on the contrary, he mav respert it
most sincerely. He feels that a
woman appears to most advantage,
not among those whom she cannot
care about, but among those whom
t>he loves. He thinks her beautiful
when she is at home, making tea for
her old father. He believes her to
be charming when she is singing a
simple song at her piano, but not
when she is screeching at an evening
party. He thinks by far the most
valuable part of her is her heart,
and a kind, simple heart, my dear,
shines in conversation better than
the best of wit. He admires her
best in her intercourse with her
family and friends, and detests the
miserable, twaddling slipslop that he
is obliged to hear from and utter to
her in” the course of a ball, and
avoids and despi-< f. such meetings.

These thoughts arc not from a
“starched puritan," but from
Thackeray.

Ballarat, Aug. 1893. M-

To the Editors of the A. C. Standard.
Dear Brethren,—

I felt a little disappointed at the
reply to my query in the July
Standard, for 1 have long under­
stood the phrase Christian baptism
to apply alone to the ordinance com­
manded by Jesus for the remission
of the sins of penitent believers, any
other purpose of penitent believers,
any other baptism being for a dif­
ferent purpose, and therefore opposed
to the one baptism of the gospel.
Surely it is not too much to expert
that a man who wishes to unite with
the Church of Christ will accept
what Christ teaches. If he is ignor­
ant or prejudiced, would it not be
better to show the truth before
admitting him into the Church, than
to find after he is received that he is
still clinging to his old sertarian
opinions, and thereby causing trouble
and dissension among the brethren
and hindering their work among the
unconverted, for if members of the
one body preach two gospels how
can the world believe ? I feel con­
vinced that the recent agitation in
favor of taking money from the
world would never have arisen if the
brethren had not failed to discern
the dividing line between the Church
and the world through the influence
of those who have not been baptized
for the remission of sins. In the
reply I read : “ Corrert views of the
dortrine of the design of baptism are
not included among those conditions
(ot communion}." We cannot find
in the New Testament that men
disputed with the apostles as to the
design of baptism ; if they loved
Christ they obeyed His word, for it
was so plainly revealed that there
was no necessity to teach any views
respecting it. When Paul wrote to
the church in Galatia that " There
be some that trouble vou and would
pervert the gospel of Christ," it is
possible that the lesson taught in
that 1st chapter was exported to
benefit the Church in all ages.

Yours in the faith,
L.A.W.

REPLY.
The “ordinance commanded by

Jesus, for the remission of sins," is
immersion into the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit, and
we certainly du not think that its
validity depends upon a full and

corrert comprehension of its design.
Another “ purpose of penitent be­
lievers " may be, and Scripturally is,
“ to put on Christ," which may be
considered specifically the design of
baptism, since it is affirmed of no
other ordinance, and surely the im­
mersion of such a one in the name
of Jesus would be “ Christian bap­
tism,” even though through ignorance
or prejudice he did not understand
that remission of sins was included
in its blessings.

Doubtless, “ ignorance and preju­
dice " are sources of great trouble in
the Church, but if we keep people
out of the Church till free from them,
those of us who are tn the Church
and of course free from ignorance
and prejudice, would most likely drop
into our graves without having the
pleasure of making a single satisfac­
tory convert, since the rule which
requires freedom from ignorance and
prejudice upon this point would re­
quire the same upon every other
ordinance and institution in the
Kingdom. Were not the apostolic
churches filled with those who clung
to old “sectarian opinions," ignorant
and full of Jewish prejudice, and did
it not cause much “ trouble and dis­
sension among the brethren," and
yet the remedy was not to keep them
out till fully instrurted, or put them
out because they did not grow in
knowledge, but forbearance and
patient instruction.

As to the influence of those who
have not been baptized for the re­
mission of sins, in the taking-
money-from-the-world movement, it
is worthy of remark that one who
looked on with apparent compla­
cency, was rocked in one of the
cradles of British orthodoxy, and
that another among us who has fre­
quently called in question the doc­
trine of baptism for remission of sins,
has written quite vigorously against
the practice of taking money save
from the immersed.

Has our correspondent considered
where his principle would land him?
AH those hundreds, and perhaps
thousands, of brethren who have come
to us from unimmersionist bodies,
no matter how sound their present
views upon the subjert, should be
required to be rebaptized or with­
draw from our fellowship, since at
the time of their immersion they did
not believe that it was for remission
of sins, and “ a baptism," according
to L.A.W’., for any other purpose is
“opposed to the one baptism of the
gospel," and theicfore, as a matter
of course, a nullity. G.B.M.
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THE “UNEMPLOYED"
DIFFICULTY.

One of the great questions of the
day is how to get rid of the “ unem­
ployed difficulty." In the treatment
of disease, whether found in the
body of the individual or the body
politic, the first thing to be done is
to make a careful diagnosis. In
most cases when this is corrcrft, and
the real cause of the disease ascer­
tained, the cure becomes a simple
and easy matter.

We have the unemployed among
us in great numbers; in vain they
go about seeking employment—no
work is to be had. And yet a
moment’s reflection will convince
anyone that the amount of work is
practically infinite. There are rail­
ways to be made, roads to be made,
roads to be metalled ami kept in
order, drainage schemes to be carried
out in our cities, cultivated land to
be bettercultivated,and uncultivated
land to be cleared and brought
under cultivation. These are a few
of the great works waiting to be
done even in our small colony, but
they are sufficient to indicate that
whatever is scarce, it is not work.
Perhaps it will be said that it is the
money which is scare. This is too
true in the case of many individuals,
but it is not true of the community
as a whole. It is well known that
vast sums of money are at present
lying unused. There is quite enough
capital to set all the unemployed at
work were their numbers twice as
great. The scarce commodity is
fsith. Now this want of faith, if
groundless, is the real cause of “ the
unemployed difficulty "; but if well
grounded the cause of the difficulty

must be the cause which has brought
about this want of faith. The faith
needed is just faith on the part of
capitalists that there arc works to
be undertaken which will prove re­
munerative. Work is infinite in
amount, but it is not all remunera­
tive. Capitalists at present think
that not many works are remunera­
tive, hence the number of unem­
ployed. Their recent experiences
are some excuse for their want of
faith, and the question now before
the community is how to increase
their faith and extend the area of
payable undertakings. If people
would but remember the axiom that
while the workman is worthy of his
hire, this hire must be a little less
than the value of what he produces,
there would be fewer strikes and
more industries. When the choice
lies between a reduction of wages or
the stoppage of an industry as being
unremunerative at existing rates, it
is surely the reasonable and prudent
course, as well as the one dictated
by feelings of fair play, to accept the
reduction which after all may only
be a temporary necessity. That an
undertaking may prove remunerative
it is necessary that the workmen
should produce enough to pay their
wages and leave a trifle for the
capitalist. It would be a great pity
if this had to be brought about
cither by lengthening the hours of
labor or by lowering wages, though
the latter is sometimes inevitable.
Now to avoid either of these unde­
sirable contingencies it seems to me
that the only other alternative is
that a better and more valuable
day’s work be done. This is where
Politics and Christianity overlap
each other, and it is because they do
that a paper like this may fitly find
a place in the Standard.

Christianity has a great deal to do
with a good day’s work, because it
has everything to do with a faithful
day's work. The Christian's set vice
is not eye-scrvice. At least it is not
his earthly master's eye that he
watches, to that he may idle when it
is not on him, and appear to be very

diligent when it is. The Christian
puts his work first in order of
importance, and his wage second.
To do the opposite is to lie a wor­
shipper of Mammon. Nothing tends
so much to limit the number of pay­
able enterprises as the fact that so
many men think a great deal about
their pay, and not very much
about their work. The Christian
takes an equal interest in his work
whether he is working for himself or
a master. What his hand finds to
do he does with his might. When
Christians arc at work the cost of
oversight is reduced to a minimum,
and that alone often decides whether
or not an enterprise will prove
remunerative and be continued, or
unremunerative and be abandoned.
Christians are sometimes impatient
at the amount of time they have to
spend at what they call their
“secular" work, and grudge it as
being so much taken away from their
opportunities of engaging in what
they call the Lord's work. We fret
and fume at the error of dividing
Christians into cltrgv and laity, but it
is an equally pernicious error to
divide work into jdrrrJ and secular.
Just as all Christians are God's
clergy, so all work engaged in by
Christians is sacred, is God's work.
O that Christians but understood
how much they may glorify God by
the way in which they perform their
daily task, which I will not again
defame by the title “secular"!
Think of God's material works, and
never again think lightly or slight­
ingly of manual labor. Lit us only
think of glorifying God in it, by
loving it, by doing it heartily, and
so doing it well. This is the better
way suggested by Paul (r Cor. rj).
By this means we shall have the
satisfaction of knowing that we are
not only doing our part to solve the
unemployed difficulty by widening
the area of payable enterprise, but
that we arc also in the most • fleitiv.
manner cornmcuding Chn>t and His
gospel both to our mastersand to
our fellow-workmen.

J.E.L.
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THE WINE.
They say *tis pleasant on the lips,

And merry on the brain ;
They say it stirs the sluggish blood,

Am! dulls the tooth of pain
Aye, but within its glowing deeps

A stinging serpent, unseen, sleep.,.
Its rosy lights will turn to fire.

Its coolness turn to thirst;
And by its mirth, within the brain.

A sleepless worm is nursed
Ther's not n bubble at the brim

That does not carry food for him.
—A’. /’. H'lllit.

NOTES.
The annual report of the Charily

Organisation Society of Melbourne,
just published, shows that by far the
greatest cause of distress in the
community, next to want of work, is
drink. Yes, strong drink is the thief
that robs so many homes of not only
the comforts, but even the neces­
saries of life—the demon that blasts
the health and happiness of thou­
sands.

** Mr. Vidlor Buxton, of the well-
known English firm of Truman,
Hanbury, Buxton and Co., Limited,
brewers, has decided tu retire from
the firm because he is a teetotaller.
By this step he forfeits a sum
amounting to j,000,000.” So runs
a recent cablegram from London.
Surely this is an example of con­
scientiousness and self-abnegation
rarely to be seen I All honor to Mr.
Buxton.

In the July Standard we referred
to the liquor traffic as injuriously
aflcifting labour. Here, in brief, is
further proof and illustration of the
fad. To make a 40/- table, 28/- is
paid to the workmen ; but to make
40/- worth (?) of alcoholic drink,
only 8/- is paid to the workmen.

Again, in Guinness's great brewery
there are /’14,000,000 invested, and
3,000 men employed. In the linen
industries of Ulster there is about
the same capital invested, but there
are 100,000 men employed. This
means, practically, that Guinness's
brewery throws out of employment
over 90,000 men.

The Temperance Committee of
the associated Churches of Christ in
Victoria is to be commended for the
energy and earnestness it is display­
ing. Very successful meetings have
been held in different suburbs of
Melbourne, and now a coming series
of trails is announced. Below is
the first of the procession. Well
done, brethren ! Let the good work
go on.

FOR THE SAKE OF OTHERS.
It was harvest time. The weather

was hot, and water scarce. David,
sharing the hardships of his fol­
lowers, was suffering from thirst.
Not meaning to command, perhaps
unaware that he was overheard, he
exclaims, “ Oh that one would give
me drink of the water of the well of
Bethlehem, which is by the gate!”
Three of his mighty men, out of love
for their leader, resolve to fulfil his
desire—in spite of intervening foes
—or perish in the attempt. They
break through the Philistine host,
draw the water, and bring it to
David.

Yet, he will not drink thereof.
Strangel Why not? He regrets
that by his thoughtlessness he has
tempted these friends to needlessly
risk their lives. How can he derive
pleasure from what might have
proved their death ? To drink this
water would seem to him like drink­
ing their blood. So he pours it on
the ground saying : “ Be it far from
me, O Lord, that 1 should do this 1
Is not this the blood of the men that
went in jeopardy of their lives ?"
(Sec 2 Sam. 23 : 13-17.)

What a fine example of self-denial
for the sake of others! David
refused this refreshment so as to
discourage his men from hazarding
their lives unnecessarily. The inci­
dent teaches us the lesson that we
should never seek our pleasure from
what endangers, and sometimes
actually costs, the life-blood of our
fellows—never, for instance, go to
sec a man put his head into a lion's
mouth.

And surely the case is stronger
when not only physical, but moral
and spiritual life is imperilled, as by
strong drink, and when not merely
temporal, but eternal issues are in­
volved ! Perhaps, gentle reader, you
are a “moderate" drinker. Every
drunkard was such once. Oh, remem­
ber, “ where there's drink there's
danger!" But further, your influ­
ence upon others. Do you say that
you are confident you can continue
to partake in moderation and receive
no great hurt ? I refer you to David.
Thirsty as he was he refused the
water. Why ? Because he was

| doubtful of its purity? No; he
refused the pleasure and blessing of
a really healthfid and refreshing
drink because it bad been obtained
at unnecessary risk of precious life.
How much more should we dash
down the poison-cup which has
ruined, temporally and eternally, tens
of thousands of our fellows? Does
not Christ pronounce a woe upon
any who cause one of his little or
weak ones to stumble? Will you,
then, be free from bloodguiltiness
if, by your example, you encourage
another to play with a deadly ser­
pent and your weak brother perish,
for whom Christ died?

Do you say, “Am I my brother's
keeper ?" Yes, you are. “ None of
us fiveth to himself." Even if
intoxicating liquor were not evil in
itself, but, to us, as harmless as the
water of Bethlehem (which it cer­
tainly is not), the law of love, the
law of Christian liberty, anticipated
by David 1000 years before it was
given, would require us “ neither to
cat flesh, nor to drink wine, nor
anything whereby our brother stum­
bled)."

My brother! my sister! what is
our religion worth if it docs not
enable us, yea, compel us, to make
a sacrifice such as this, if it be a
sacrifice! If it would be a hard
thing to give up your drop of drink,
do it for your own sake ; if an easy
thing, do it for the sake of others. In
the name of the dear Lord who died
for us, let us pour the intoxicating
draught into the gutter, and say with
David, “ Be it far from me, O Lord
that I should do this I Is not this
the blood of the men that went in

1 jeopardy of their lives ?" and with
■ Paul, “If meat [or strong drink)
. make my brother to stumble, I will
; cal no meat [1 will drink no intoxi­
cants! while the world slandeth, lest
I make my brother to stumble,"
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FAITH, AND HOW TO GET
IT.

Sermon uy J. V. Updike.

"But without faith it is impossible to
please Him, for he that comcth to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of them that diligently seek Him."
—Htb. JI: G.

Faith, and how to get it, is one of
the questions of the day. When we
make faith a condition of salvation
it is because God has made it so.
*' He that belicveth and is baptized
shall be saved." “ Without faith it
is impossible to please Him." Faith,
abstradUy considered, is convidlion,
or credit given to testimony, or, in
other words, the assent of the mind
to the truth of what is declared by
another; for faith and the Bible are
to the Christian what a light and a
compass arc to the mariner. With­
out the compass and light to see the
direction to which the needle points,
the mariner can not know how to
guide the vessel.

We come to the subject of faith,
and the first question that arises is,
What is faith? Faith, as described
by the apostle, is “ the substance of
things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen."

You certainly can at once get the
definition that is thus given in the
Book of God. Books have been
written upon the subject, preachers
have preached about it, persons have
been told what it is again and again
from a theological standpoint, just
as though the Book of God was
silent respecting the great question
of faith and what it is. So we take
up our Bible as its own interpreter,
and find that God does make it
plain. And when we come to the
question, in the next place, of how
to get faith, we arc compelled to go
to the Bible again, and we turn to
the tenth chapter of Bomans and
the u-vi ntcenth v< rsc, and we re.nl,
"So then faith comes by hearing, 

and hearing by the word of God "—
just as nicely explained as it is pos­
sible to explain it. It comes by
hearing, and hearing by the word of
God. And when we thus look at
faith and its importance, and how
we arc to get it, it is one of the
grandest yet most simple subjects
that we have in God’s book. We
need it in everything. Business can
not exist without it. All the busi­
ness of to-day is run upon faith—
the banks, the stores, railroads—
everything is run upon faith. When
I get upon a train of cars to go any­
where, I get on by faith. I have
faith in the engineer, and I have
faith in the train, and I get into the
sleeper and go to sleep, and think I
will get through all right. I believe
I will. We deposit our money in
the bank because we have faith that
it will be cared for. Sometimes we
miss it; but if we had not faith we
would not deposit our money there.'
Men trust you for groceries and for
dry goods because they have faith in
you (that is, some of them do); and
if they don’t have faith they are not
likely to trust you for very much or
very long.

We have business faith, then,and
we have domestic faith that keeps
the family together. Talk to me
about a man respecting and loving a
woman that he can have no faith in I
Talk alxiut a woman loving a man
that she can have no faith in I
Faith is the foundation of love, for
love produces obedience, and obed­
ience and love combined produce
harmony, and all together unites
them. They are united by faith.
Talk to me about that man there
dealing with a man very long and
going into partnership with him, if
he has not any faith in him ! Talk
about a family standing without
faith I Talk about the world exist­
ing without faith ! Parents have
faith in their children. Sometimes
they have too much faith in them.
Children must have faith in their
parents if they are governed very
well by the parents. And when tt
comes to politics, we have what we
call political f lith. We have Demo­
cratic faith, Republican faith. Pro­
hibition faith, Greenback faith,
Farmers* Alliance faith all kind*, of
faith. Hire arc persons 1 suppose
to-night of the various political

faiths, and if I would ask all the
Democrats here to raise their hands
they would raise their hands; if 1
should ask the members of any party
here to raise their hands they would
do so. That is their political faith.
How do they get political faith ?
Why, by reading political literature
and studying political questions.
The man who reads Democratic
literature atid thinks upon that line
and has been influenced that way is
very liable to have democratic faith,
ami he gets his Democratic faith
very largely by his reading. It is
true some men arc Democrats be­
cause they are born that way; some
are Republicansbccause their fathers
were Republicans; and so we might
go the rounds politically. Persons
go a great deal as they have been
trained, it is true, but the large
majority of men to-day are thinking
for themselves, reading for them­
selves, and are lying Io be Me to give
a reason for their conduct, for their
adlions. Every man is trying to be
able to give a reason why he votes
the Republican ticket, or the Demo­
cratic ticket, or any other ticket,
whatever the ticket may be; and
his faith is made up largely of his
investigations

A man becomes a Mohammedan
by studying Mohammedan literature
and adopting the Mohammedan re­
ligion. It isn’t anything he “gets"
that makes him a Mohammedan,
but something he believes and does.
So when it comes to Christianity it
isn’t anything that a person “gets’1
that makes him a Christian; it is
what people believe and do that
make them Christians. So we
might go the rounds religiously.

We have found to-day that per­
sons have certain particular or
peculiar ideas or notions respecting
even the religion of Jesus Christ.
We are not to talk about what other
people think of religion. We arc to
find out what pure and undefikd
religion before God is; what faith
is, and how to get it; and the dif­
ference, if possible, between faith
and belief.

Faith is the belief of testimony.
We are to take into consideration
the great question of salvation, anil
examine carefully and earnestly the
evidences we have given tons in the
word of God in order to have a
Christian faith. And so faith r.
ba* cd upon the testimony that v.e
have, and evi ry man’s faith mu t be
measured in accordance with lb.
t< .timony that hr ha> examined,
and so far as hr i - capable of
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examining evidence and deciding the
question. You take a jury in a
court, and you know that the jury is
to decide the question as the testi­
mony is produced. They listen to
the testimony, and listening to this
testimony they decide the case after­
wards, and, of course, have their
faith established by the testimony
presented. When it comes to the
religion of Jesus Christ wc make the
same plea; if you want faith in
Jesus Christ as the Son of God, you
must have the testimony that will
produce that faith. You can't get
faith in Jesus Christ simply by
praying for it. You can’t any more
get faith by praying for faith than
you can get muscle by praying for
muscle. 1 don’t object to your
praying, in accordance with the
Won! of God, for anything and
everything that God Almighty has
promised; but faith is not some­
thing promised for which we are
required to pray, and wc haven't
anything in the Word of God to
give us on example to pray God to
have faith in the Son of the living
God.

If faith is a dirccft gift from God,
and a man is damned for not
believing, and God does not give
you faith, then no one in the universe
is to blame for not having faith
except God. We want God to
stand out clear, and stand out in all
His attributes, so you may under­
stand Him and understand the con­
ditions of salvation. Then faith is

that it stirred them up wonderfully.
To illustrate that, here is Brother
Hall: he sins against me this morn­
ing before breakfast, does a wrong,
and then says, “ I’m sorry, Brother
Updike; I’m sorry; 1 repent; for­
give me." I say, '* Yes, I will for­
give vou." A little while after
breakfast he sins against me again,
docs me a wrong, and then says,
“ I’m sorry, Updike ; I'm sorry ; I
repent." And I forgive him. Then
the third time, along about dinner
time, he does another mean trick,
and then turns to me and says,
“ Updike, I want you to forgive me; |
I repent." That is the third time,
at dinner time. And then four times
before 1 go to bed that same night
he docs some awfully mean thing,
and repents every time, and every
time I must forgive him. So I say,
‘‘ Lord, increase my faith in Hall."
The disciples did not say, “ Lord,
increase our faith in you, increase
our faith in the Bible or in the con­
ditions of salvation," or anything of
that kind ; but “ increase our faith
in that fellow that treated us that
way." I tell you we need to pray
for that kind of faith, for I don t
know how else we will get it.

No place in the Bible are we told
to pray for God to give us faith. It
is not there. We get the wrong
idea sometimes of the conditions of
salvation. Might just as well ask
God to be baptized, or make you be
baptized, as to ask Him to give you
faith. It is the same principle.

not something that you and I can
get simply by praying for it.

Before wc leave this question I
want to explain one passage, because
it is so often quoted by people,
honestly, too, to give the idea that
wc arc to pray for an increase of
faith, and so they say to me:
“ Didn't the disciples pray, ' Lurd
increase our faith?”’ Yes, they
did. “ Didn't they believe what
they were praying for ? " 1 believe
they did. “ Well, then, did Jesus
increase their faith ?" I don't know
whether He did or not; it docs not
say that He did. But when wc
understand the circumstances we
will know how they happened to ask
the Lord to increase their faith.
You remember that Jesus taught
His disciples that if a brother tres­
pass against you and ask your for­
giveness, you ate to forgive him.
<• If he sins again*t you seven tirm ••
in a day, and seven times in a day
• iy. ‘1 repent,’ you must forgive
bun "saw. fetus. Seven times in a

Faith comes from the investigation
of testimony, and we examine the
evidences and measure your faith,
as we have stated, in accordance
with that; and when you have
examined the evidences of the Word
of God you find how* the Bible is
written. Wc read here in John, the
twentieth chapter and the thirtieth
and thirty-first verses : " And many
other signs truly did Jesus in the
presence of His disciples which are
not written in this Book, but these
are written that ye might believe
that Jesus is the Christ the Son of
God, and that believing ye might
have life through His name." Here
we have the declaration of what we
are to believe. Wc arc to believe
that Jesus is the Christ. “ These
are written that ye might believe;"
and the thing for you and me to do
is to go to the Book of God and find |
out the evidences, and when we
have the testimony, as given in the
the Word of God, thin to bc.licw
that testimony, that Jesus is the
Christ, tlu Son of th- living God.

That is faith—faith in Christ, not
faith in some theory ; and yet, my
friends, that has very much to do
with us so far as theory is concerned.
If a man's faith is wrong, his theory
will be wrong. If his theory is
wrong, his practice is wrong; and if
his practice is wrong, he is ruined at
last. So it is a fearful thing for a
man to make a mistake in regard to
faith.

Believing in Christ is the thing
required of us, commanded of Christ;
and after he has given such an
abundance of testimony respecting
the divinity of the Son of God, are
you and I still to look up to God
and say, " Lord, give me faith " ?
It just simply implies that you think
God lies. If you ask God to give
you faith after he has given you all
this evidence, you simply imply that
God has not told all the truth. For
instance, I should say something to
my brother here, and after I had
related everything, all the fadls, he
turns around and says, “ Is that so?
Oh, help me to believe that, Updike!
Help me to believe that." It simply
implies that he thinks I am lying,
doesn't it ? So after God has given
us so much testimony respecting the
divinity of his Son Jesus Christ,
then for us to get on our knees and
say, “ Lord, help me to believe that
you are telling the truth 1 ” Now,
the simplest thing in the world is
just to believe the testimony ns
stated by the Spirit of the living
God and the apostles of our Lord
Jesus Christ. And when people
understand what faith is, and how­
to get it, don’t you know they arc­
going to quit acting as they du
oftentimes, respecting this great
question, and there will be a coming
to the Lord Jesus Christ such as our
country has never known before—
getting out of the dark and into the
light; walking away from darkness
and doubt and despair, and coming
to the light and life of God and of
Christ, and having something for
which we can give a reason, stand­
ing upon it, and so upon the prom­
ises of God, saying, “ I believe."
For " he that believes not shall be
damned." First, he must hear the
gospel, and second, he must believe
the gospel--the sinner must.

And is there very much difference
between faith and belief? We have
the words faith ami belief in this
text used interchangeably, and they
me an one and the same thing.
have “ He that cometh to God must
be lieve lh.it he is," and we have III
till tame text, " Without faith it 1 •
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impossible to please him." So, then,
we say that faith is the same as be­
lief. Why, of course. The idea of
asking for faith to believe 1 Did you
ever hear tell of the like ? “ Lord,
give me faith to believe 1" Just as
much sense in saying, “ Lord, help
me to walk down to the tabernacle
afoot!" Faith is belief, belief of
testimony. It is that, and belief is
faith, or else it would be inconsistent.
If faith is greater than belief then
people can be saved without belief,
for Christ says, " He that believes
and is baptized shall be saved."
And then he turns round and says,
" Without faith it is impossible to
please him." Paul said when preach­
ing, •• Believe on the Lord Jesus
Christ, and thou shalt be saved."
All the way through the Book of
God we find that the words “ faith "
and “belief" arc to be used in the
same sense—believing in Christ in
the sense of accepting all the condi­
tions of salvation, and trusting in
him and his merit for salvation.
That’s what we understand by “gen­
uine saving faith."

So when we take up our Bible we
find the illustration of faith so sim­
ple. First the nobleman. Do you
remember how the nobleman came
to Jesus, and when he told Jesus he
was not worthy that he should come
under his roof, Jesus answered and
said, *' Thy son liveth," and the
nobleman beliei'f.i the words of Jesus,
and his son lived from that hour;
began to get well from that point of
time, through the faith of that
nobleman ? When we come to the
building of the ark, Noah built the
ark by “ faith." We have the word
occurring some twenty four times in
the eleventh chapter of Hebrews.
“And Noah built the ark by faith."
Do you think he drove the nails by i
faith, and that all the work that was
done upon the ark was simply done
by faith ? No, but he believed that
(iod would destroy the earth with
the flood; he believed that he must
obey God if he would be saved, and
he went to work and built the ark
out of the wood that God told him :
to build it out of, and showed his
faith by his works. “ By faith
Abraham sojourned in a strange
country," and hence Abraham show­
ed his faith by doing what God
commanded him to do, without ask­
ing any questions, and that, indeed,
is alwut the sum of it. A little girl
in Sunday School was a ked h it
iif.itii? At; I h- said,‘•Believing
what God says without asking any
question -, and 1 think that i > about 

the simplest definition in the world.
Take God at his word 1 That is the
short of it, without asking any ques­
tions about it, and the little girl's
idea is certainly very simple. Be­
lieve what God says without asking
any questions; that is accepting by
faith, and then doing what God
commands us to do, and that's the
thing. Take God at his word and
show your faith by doing just what
God tells you to do. Take the
colored preacher’s definition of it.
He was preaching, and he said:
“ To illustrate, suppose there is a
stone wall fifteen feet high and ten
feel thick, and suppose the Lord
says to me, ‘ Sam, jump through
that wall.’ It is my business to
jump, and let the Lord make the
hole." It is his business to ;u«/,
and let the Lord take care of the
rest. That is faith; believing what
God says, and showing that you
believe it by doing just what God
commands you to do; that is what
we call “ saving faith." Faith that
saves is the faith that dees ukat Gcd

I requires. That is saving faith; I
don’t believe in any other kind as
far as 1 am concerned; I don’t
preach any kind but a living, saving
faith. A living faith is that faith
that works by love.

We have here in the second chap­
ter of James, you know (some of you
know, and some of you possibly do
not know)—1 want to read a little

I of it here to night: “ Even so faith,
if it hath not works, is dead, being
alone." Individuals may have faith;
but if they have not works, after all
that faith is of no consequence.
“ Yea, a man may say, thou hast
faith and I have works; show me
thy faith without thy works, and 1
will show thee my faith by my
works. Thou believes! that there is
one God; thou docst well; the devils
also believe and tremble." The I
devil has faith, and if man is saved '
by faith alone, the devil would stand
a good chance, would he not ? Sup­
pose now some one says, if the devil
should happen to be in this congre­
gation, and he should come forward
here and 1 would ask him the ques­
tion, “ Do you believe with all your
heart that Jesus i. the Christ, the
Son of the living God ?" the devil
would say, “ Ye.., 1 believe it," and
I say to the devil, “ Do you believe
with all your heart that Chri l died
to save you ?" “ No, he didn't 1"
Don't you sec that the devil never
can believe that Christ died for him,
for he never did; he die d fur man,
God bk.. you' 1 have tint faith

in Christ to-night that Hu is able to
save me, but the devil cannot believe
that; he would not accept of the
gospel upon the terms of the gospel,
because it is for men and women,
Adam's race. " You see how by
works a man is justified, and not by
faith only." (Jas. 2 : 24.) No man
can be justified by faith only in ac­
cordance with God’s word. “ Like­
wise also was not Rahab the harlot
justified by works when she had re­
ceived the messengers and had sent
them out by another way ? For as
the body without the spirit is dead,
so faith without works is dead also."
That is the reason why 1 urge im­
mediate obedience on your part, to
believe in Christ and show your faith
in Him by obedience to Him ; that's
what we want, and that's what we
call •' saving faith;" that's what the
Bible leaches is saving faith, and we
want you to have the faith that
saves.

(To be ecntiiueJ.J
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not the work of Onk God only, but
of many Gods. Dr. Thomas wrote:—

“There will be found no good reason to
question the conclusion that Elohim (trans­
lated God in Gen. r: x] is a noun plural,
and signifies Gods, and ought to be so ren­
dered throughout the chapter."

“It pleased the King Eternal, nearly six
thousand years ago, to add a new habitable
province to His dominions, not by an
original creation of a globe, but by the
reconstruction of one already existing as
one of the solar planets. He commanded
His angels to go and execute the work.
according to the order detailed by Moses
I hey harkened unto the voice of His word,
and in six days finished all they were com­
manded to do "

“But the animals were still without a
king; therefore, said the chief of the Elohim.
• Let tis make man in our own image '
There was none like the Elohim of all the
creatures they had made, therefore they
determined to make an animal after their
own form" They shaped him with head,
limbs and body, like their own, so that lie
stood before them the earthly Image of the
celestial Elohim. As much their image as
Seth was the image of his father Adam."

"" It is credible that they (the Elohim)
were once animal men of other spheres;
that in a former state they were made
subject to vanity not willingly; that while
in the flesh they believed and obeyed God;
that they succumbed to death as mortal
men . that they rose from the dead, and so
attained to immortality as the Elohim of
the Invisible God. . .

" Mortal and corruptible beings like our-
Hilve. became Elohim, mighty In strength,
and framers of new worlds."

Christadelphians, behold, then,
your Gods and Creators.

But whence conies thisgrosserror?
From small knowledge of Hebrew,
badly used. Dr. Thomas finds Deity
represented by a plural noun, and,
therefore, rushes to the conclusion
that there were a multitude of Gods.
He tells us that one of them said to
the rest of them, “ Let us make man."
But then the One who said that is
also Elohim (plural), showing that
the thing will not hold, Put it, that
there was one God in plural person­
ality (not God’s plural). The reading
is then congruous, and the plurality
indicated thus: "In lhe beginning
was the Word, and the Word was
with God, ami the Word was God "
(John 1:1). Hence, then, without
reference to immortalised human
beings, it would be proper to say,
" Let us make man." And with this
agrees the faxfl, that though the
plural form of the noun Ek ah is used,
the singular of the verb is retained,
showing that creation is ascribed to
One God, ami not to a tnulliindc of
Gods. But that is not all. For dis­
missing all id< a of plural personality,
the me of Elohim (plural), with a
verb singular, would l»<- appropriate;
because, as expressed in the gram­
mar of Gtccaius, “Gnatm- •. < sp< ■ 

daily as associated with power and
sovereignty, is plurally expressed.
Hence there are several nouns used
in the plural as well as in the singu­
lar, to denote Lord or Gon." But
as our present purpose is to exhibit
Christadclphian doctrines, not to dis­
cuss them, we pass on.

2. The Holy Spirit.—With feel­
ings akin to indignation, wc read—

"That God is a material being residing
in an unAitotrn hut local centre. In Him are 1
assembled light, heat, electricity, colour, sub­
stance. The chief of these materials is elec­
tricity, which is omnipotent in its opera­
tions Different elements and substances
arc but different forms of the same eternal
essence, or first cause, described in the Bible
as spirit, but In scientific language as elec­
tricity. The Omnipresence of God only
means that His Spirit—(electricity]—flows
from Him everywhere. The Holy Spirit is
not a personality, but the vehicular effluence
of the rather."

Then, from elsewhere, we read—
" Having ascertained that the Creator has

located existence, we inquire ns to His
nature It is commou to suppose that He
is an immaterial universal diffusion—an in­
corporeal subtle principle pervading the
universe— without local centre — 'without
body or parts ' It is obvious that the very
opposite of this is true.".........................
"Spirit irradiating from Him, has under the
fiat of His will, been embodied in the vast
material creation which we behold, and now
constitutes the substratum of all existence "
. . "The Holy Ghost is the localised
concentration of the will-power of the Father
—exerted by means of His 'free spirit,"
which fills heaven and earth."—(It. Roberts.}

" We allude to electricity. This is
everywhere, and is at the Ixittom of all or­
ganisation, in fad, of all substance, whether
organised or unorganised. Matter in every
form Is but a combination of grosser ele­
ments, held together by electricity. Elec­
tricity governs the laws of an animal's life
and a planet’s motion Omnipotent under
the hand of intelligence to destroy or build
up What is this? Could a licttcr name
be devised than what the Scriptures have
given it — spirit?—(R. Huberts )

Dr. Thomas also says—
"They (the Scriptures) teach that Spirit

emanates from Ills substance, and that
space, which Is unbounded, or infinite, is
filled with this Spirit--Spirit which is seen
in the lightning and heard in the thunder."
, . . . . " Yahweh (Jehovah) is
synon)mous with Spirit "

Got], then, we arc asked to be­
lieve, is a material being, residing
in some local centre. That which,
in scientific terms, is called Electri­
city is in the Bible described as
Spirit; the Omnipresence of God
means that elcdUicity flows from
Him everywhere; the Holy Spirit
is, “ that same free spirit, gathered
up, as it were, under the localisa­
tion of the divine will, for the ac­
complishment of divine result*-."
Well, we have always ft It souu thing
like awe at the thought of the imme­
diate presence of the Holy Spirit,

which, of course, if this dodtrine be
true, was but foolish superstition,
seeing we have merely to do with
electricity, which we control by
lightning rods, send along wires at
pleasure, convey into lamps to light
our streets and entertainments, and
get manifestation of its indwelling in
the body of our puss, when in the
dark we stroke its black coat the
wrong way! We use this language
in no flippant manner, but in sober
sadness. Christadelphianism is re­
sponsible for thus terribly trilling
with the nature of Deity, for this
letting down of God to their sensuous
conception.

3. The “divinity oh the saviour."
—On this head there is no manner
of doubt as to what is really held.
But, still, knowing that a clear and
full statement of their belief would
repel many if it came upon them at
once, there seems a studied mystifi­
cation, a saying and unsaying. Jesus
is God, and He is not God; that is,
He is in one sense and is not in
another sense, and the one asped or
the other seems to be preferred as
inquirers may be prepared to receive
it. In Birmingham, as in most
places of note, where there are
Christadelphians, they exist in two
parties, who, of course, doom each
other to perdition. The party Jed
by Mr. Roberts put out a sort of
creed, in two columns, which com­
menced—

“ CHRISTADELPIHANH

BELIEVE
In One Goi> reveal­

ed to Israel.
In Jesus of Nazar­

eth as a man

no not in.Ml vi
In the co eternity of
Jesus with llieDcity

In the exist!me of
Jc .uslxdurelllacon-
ccption al Nazareth

The published creed of the other
sedlion affirms that they—

"Do not believe in the pre-existence of
Jesus, nor that L.hls He was In Heaven
ticfore He appeared among men. nor that
Became bodily from heaven. His existence
was nccccssitntcd by the fall, ami at that
time He existed as the 'word' or promise,
and 1,Koo years ago 'the word" became
flesh and dwelt among the Jews. His own
language.' I came dow n from heaven," I am
from above." is understood as referring to
His superior origin, which was in heaven,
God being His Father."

That is, that though He said He
came down from heaven, He never
was in heaven; that though He
prayed to be glorified with the glory
He had with the Father before the
world was, yet He never had any
such glory, and never was either
with the Father or anywhere else
before I!<• came into the world ; and
though it is wrilti n, “ I Ic was in the
world, and the world was made by
Him,"y<t He never made the world 
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at all, and had no kind of real or
bodily existence before He was be­
gotten of Mary! Now we do not
say that He pre-existed in flesh, but
that as the Word He was in the
beginning with God, and that the
Word was a divine personality, and
was God; that all things were made
by or through Him, and that with­
out Hirn was not anything made
that was made. (John t.) To talk
of His having existed not as a per­
son, but as a purpose, or as a
promise, or as a spoken word, is to
juggle with terms, and the logical
result is to get rid of a personal God
altogether. They must accept it
thus—“ In the beginning was the
ItWrf (that is, a thought or promise),
and the H'orj (thought or promise)
was with God, and the JIM (thought
or promise) r.w God" (John t: i).
But the more exalt reading of the
last clause is, “ And Gcd avu the
Word," and, consequently, if the
Word was merely a thought, pur­
pose, or articulated sound, then God,
Himself, is merely that, and Personal
Deity vanishes from the field.

A Christadelphian handbill, re­
cently circulated in London, Bir­
mingham, and other large towns,
refers to the writer of these pages
thus—

"Why do you accuse the Christadcl-
phians uf denying the ./itisil) o( Jc'Uv
Christ ’ A doctrine which they most posi­
tively maintain, but which you most em­
phatically deny, by declaring that lie pre­
existed, nut being able to distinguish between
the pre exi .ter.ee u( a thing and the divinity
of that thing Must a divine thing oi
nice ,.ity preexist? if Jous pre existed.
how can you sliuw that He was begotten of
the Virgin by the l ather when He already
existed ' Is nut this denying the Father and
the Son ? "

Their admission of the “divinity"
is a poor business, as we shall see
further on. But how we can be
made to deny the Divinity of Christ
by affirming His pre-existence, is
mure than ordinary minds can com­
prehend, unless the writer means as
his words imply, that the Self-exist­
ent and Eternal cannot be divine I
Then it is asked, “Must a divine
thing of necessity pre-exist ? " So,
then, Christ is a “thing." We must ]
lake that as the most recent Christ­
adelphian development, having al­
ready ln.cn informed,by Mr. Roberts,
that “ The declarations of the Scrip­
tures concerning the Spirit of God
are so identical with the portraiture
of electricity, by modern science,
that i.I ■.! . : M to t.'e lyn
■n:. ft:. t. thii . There,
then, the Holy Spiiit is one U.iu-,
and according to the handbill, the

Saviour is another thing! Yes!
Deity “ must of necessity pre-exist,”
being Uncreated, Self-existent, Eter­
nal. If the Saviour is not that, He
is not divine in the only sense in
which the term has place in this
question.

Mr. Roberts, pressed by an op­
ponent, becomes at times, on this
subjell, very explicit. He writes—

"The Spirit with which He (Jesus) was
anointed, and through which the Eternal
Father manifc.tcd Himself in Him, was
pre-existent, but not the man annuinted oi
God. who learned obedience by the things
which He suffered. He txiitel cnly us a fur-
fau, and his glory was a foregone conclu­
sion before the foundation of the world"

About the time of the last visit
of Dr. Thomas to this country, there
seems to have been some revulsion
of feeling owing to such like denials
of the proper pre-existence of the
Saviour. Consequently, Mr. Roberts
published, from the pen of Dr.
Thomas, on article on the text,
“ He was before me," wherein the
Dr. says—

"John the Immcrscr, then, was nut sent
to introduce One who had no existence
until six months after his ow n birth of Eliza­
beth; but to herald to the house of Jacob
•the 1-ord of Ilo.ts. the King of Israel,*
•without whom there is No Saviouk’(Isaiah
•Ij. it); and who. as the Great Light, was
about to tabernacle among them in the
sense of His Name Immanvll (mnjnit-AiL.
DEITY i.:th us)

" In the days of the decadence of Judah's
Commonwealth. Scribes erected fur them­
selves watch towers high as the turrets ol
the celebrated watch towers of the days of
Nimrod On the pinnacles of these, they
•a t thcnuclscs to eye the incidents of the
situation with telescopic gaze Hut al) their
wisdom resulted only In the confusion ol
their tongues, and an inability to discern
anything in Jesus but a mad blasphemer.
who alarmed equality with Deity, and
existence before Abraham Their prophetic
telescope from the pinnacles of their Babel
watchtowers enabled them to see nothing
but a man of flesh in 1 the Man Christ
Jesus’ • Is not this,' said they, ‘Jesus the
ion of Joseph, whose father and mothir we
know .** how is it then that he saith / im
Jju h jtjm heaven ?' (John 0. 41)

"No; John did not come to proclaim
any such phantasmata. Hu saw no such
sights as these watchtower peopleprofo-cd
to ice from their fleshly •..landpoints. He
came to introduce one who had been rich
for countless ages * He who was rich.' and
who had said ‘the earth is mine and the
fulness thereof', and who by coming into
the world he had made (Jnu 1 iu). pluid
himself in circumstances of cvitime pu.
city, that uc through his poverty might k
rich, -a Cor S 9) This uxi • the migbtur
one,' whou shot,' latchct, John -.ad, he
wav hut worthy to unlm- v flat In tin .. In­
al .<» .»dd<-I the U -lii.n .y that Hu. mightier
one Iva, preferred kfi.ru bitnxclf, becau
lulldbc. ‘in ■■a ■ in 1 > KI mi '

• In what ca •.. then. v. b I- I ■
J< hll ■ C< It o il) 1 4 ill II. -.id Is t",
I. .Ill of Mary kt. re J hn oa. k rn . I l-.li
zaklh. lncau-4 Jihn wa. k.ni ux
I dee J<,u- J dm being .lx month, i ldir

than JcuUs, John was in that sense before
Jesus But John says, /nui i.-js ItJ n re
Hence, He pre-existed before John, though
born after him

" Nor can it be said that the raLsion of
Jesus was before John, because before the
cuming or manifestation of Jesus, John
preached the approaching advent of Jeho­
vah , and Jesus did not begin his mission
till John had finished and was imprisoned

The question then in view ol the pro­
phetic word. is. H’Aein JiJ intivJtue .*
I hc Spirit of Christ in Malachi; and Isaiah
saith it was Jeh.iah This is undeniable
by anyone claiming to understand and
believe the prophets We are brought thin
10 this Was John before Jehovah who
sent him, or was Jehovah before John?
The answer is obvious. Such was the pre
existent mightier one, ol whom John •.aid.
•He was before me*"- Chmtadel/hiart,
.Ifni. 1870

Now the uninitiated would be
likely to take the foregoing as but
little short of a repudiation of the
ordinary talk of Christadclpbians
as to the Deity anil pre-existence of
Christ. But it serves merely to
blind those who read it in its ordinary
acceptation, and certain Christadel-
phians were led to inquire whether
they were being taken back to Trini-
tarianism, which, of course, they
were not. Mr. Roberts assured
them that “ Instead of being some­
thing new, as some were fearing, it
is the same as advocated in all the
Dr.’s works, the dressing being a
little different, that's all." But we
may hear the Dr. a little further on
the Deity of Christ—

•• He was flesh, having been bom of the
tlcih, though not by the will of man . and
He is now Spirit, having been bcm of the
Spirit, from the grave to incerruption
Jesus. then, is Spirit Paul styles Him a
lifc-imp.irting Spirit, and the Lord the
Spirit Being Spirit, He la, therefore,
Z/.z.j, ur God He is now no longer flesh
and blood, but llaty Sftnt Satan a flesh
and bone i embodiment of Spirit, and, there­
fore uf the One Jaliweh " (/< i mA)

There, then, Jesus is (not u<ts)God,
having become so since His de ath on
the cross. Anil even that docs nut
amount to mute than Christadvl-
phians consider will al.-u become
true of themselves. They will be
as much God as Jesus is. Dr.
Thomas writes—

kfi.ru
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now is. But, though the Saviour
is now God, and King of Kings and
Lord of Lords, His elevation will
not last long. He has to conic down
again to a subordinate place. Mr.
Roberts writes—

"Christ, at the end of the thousand
years, is to abdicate His position of absolute
sovereignty. It would seem as if on the
accomplishment of His mission as mediator
in the complete redemption of the world.
He steps down front His high position nt
the end of the thousand years, that God
may be manifested (without a medium), as
the only eternal governor. Yet though no
longer the supreme ruler of the earth, Christ
will no doubt continue to occupy a position
of peculiar pre-eminence as the Captain of
the many sons."

So now, really, after all, He is
only the "twdiwn" through which
God is manifested ; and by and by
will not be even that, but a captain
over many sons. If these men had
imagined themselves specially com­
missioned to denude and dishonor
Christ, they could scarcely have
done more to that end than they
have.

But, beyond all this, according to
one of the parties of the last Christ-
adclphian division, the adherents to
Mr. Roberts have so far dishonored
the Saviour as to have little chance
of salvation unless they repent. The
conflict relates to the Jlcsh <»/ Jesus.
Dr. Thomas was questioned thus:
" Was the flesh of Jesus from His
birth of Mary, pure, holy, spotless,
undefikd ?" "Had He not been
put to death violently, would He
have lived for ever ? " The answer
given to both questions is "A’o,” and
according to Mr. Roberts, those who
hold the opposite are engaged in
" Satanic effort to resist the truth."
He says—

"The idea that Ic-us was of the same
Nature ni> Adam Before his fall, is equally
untenable, in the ■.cu e In which it 1. put
forward His nature was developed hum
Mary, and He partook of the qualities of
that nature if, therefore, Christ was of
the same nature as Adam before the fail.
so mtrt Mary have been The fait is, both
were of the flesh ul sin." ^Imlassad.r)
■•All New 'Jestament allusions to thu sub­
ject teach that the tk ,h of human nature
ts a sinful thing " (Slain Lamb )

The Christadelphian Lamp, started
in the interests of the Anti-Kobetts
party, makes known their estimate
of Mr. Roberts—

’'•■VJut -III Chri.laddphlan.

"Concerning the writings of Dr. Ihurnas,
Uro Roberts on page s'»| Chiisiadil(htan.

and independent thinkers generally, say to
this doctrine of human infallibility ? Those
who knew Dr. Thomas well will probably
regard it as a disgrace, which were he
alive, he would be the first to cast off. /Vs
to people of common sense, on the outskirts
of our cause, will not they conclude that
some of us are enslaved by the idolatry of
humanity? Here we have an emphatic
declaration, that to depart in any way what­
ever from the things taught by Dr. Thomas,
imperils our salvation I We should like the
editor of the Christadelphian to s^cak with
more precision in this matter. Wc should
like him to tell us what things; for as our
own columns have shown, Bro. R. himself
is in grievous contradiction to the Doctor
in many things. Besides this, he is guilty
of tampering with the Debtor's writings,
and plainly tells his readers that the Doctor
was formerly in the habit of using 'equivo­
cal language,’ but that he'avoided' such
language ’ in his latter writings ' Wc fur­
ther remark that this 'equivocal language'
is upon the (resent subject of controversy.
Sec Chrtsladelphian cover, Noles, F. R. S
Now what will be inferred from these fads?

1. That Bro R professes to stand entirely
on the Doctor's teaching.

2. While professing this he is greatly at
variance with the Doctor

j That the full text of the Dodor's works
he darts not tefrcJuce on the present
guest ion.

4 That he assumes to interpret the Doctor's
meaning for the brethren, but refuses
to present the whole of the Doctor's words

" These ladies arc ladies of a strongly
biassed mind; of a mind that shrinks from
the full light, and the obvious conclusions
of the statements on which it professes to
rest its faith; and worst of all, while trjing
to sustain popularity on professed absolute
confidence in the Dodor, Insinuates unwit­
tingly that on some matters the Dodor
has contradicted himself."

" There is one thing wc thank Bro.
Roberts for, namely, the insertion of a copy
of our diagram in the Christadelphian. His
styling it the Rcnunciationist Heresy will
not spoil its use with those whose eyes arc
not Jaundiced with the spleen oi envy
finally, should this copious vomiting of
bile relieve our fiery antagonist of his dizzy
madness, we shall not regret it, even though
our outer garments have been somewhat
befouled thereby.''

" Wc sincerely believe, that any man who
lias got into the state of mind exhibited in
the foregoing handling of the Word of God.
to support his notion of the physical un-
clcanncss of the unblemished 'Lamb of
God,' is, for the time being, totally unfit to
investigate any question, and entirely un­
worthy of any consideration as a professed
teacher of the ignorant, and of them that
arc out of the way. We feel sure that this
display of want of candour, of deliberate
abuse of the Word of Truth, and of a list of
gross incongruities and shocking absurdities
will Gave many inorc from his trust and
guidance, and we hope will be to them and
others a standing lesson of the necessity ol
f ruling what they assent to,/.r thcmsilus "

Here wc leave the two Christ*
adclphian camps to settle their con-
flitL Each seems to think that the
earth should open and swallow up
the tents of the other faction.

( To Lc continued.)

Iljrnrtl) anil Itjouu.

By A. H. Bkvant.

BURY THE PAST.

•<<*VERY day is a fresh beginning.
Every morn is the world made new ;

You who are weary of sorrow and
sinning.

Here is a beautiful hope for you —
A hope for me and a hope for you.

All behind us is past and over.
The tasks are done and the tears arc

shed.
Yesterday's errors let yesterday cover:

Yesterday's wounds, which smarted and
bled.

Are healed with the healing which night
has shed.

Yesterday now is a part of forever,
Bound up in a sheaf which God holds

tight;
With glad days and sad days and bad days,

which never
Shall visit us more with their bloom and

their blight.
Their fulness of sunshine, or shadows of

night.
Let them go. since wc cannot retain them.

Cannot undo and cannot atone;
God in His mercy receive and forgive them!

Only the new days arc our own ;
To day h ours and to-day alone

Susan Coolidge.

THE BRIGHT SIDE.

CHEERFULNESS can became
a habit, and habits sometimes
help us over hard places. A

cheerful heart sceth cheerful things.
A lady and a gentleman were in a

timber-yard situated by a dirty, fowl*
smelling river.

The lady said: "How good the
pine boards smell I"

" Pine boards I" exclaimed the
gentleman. "Just smell this foul
river !"

" No, thank you," the lady re­
plied ; " I prefer to smell the pine
boards."

And she was right. If she,or we,
can carry this principle through our
entire living, we shall have the cheer­
ful heart, the cheerful voice, and
cheerful face.

There is in some houses an uncon*
scious atmosphere of domestic and
social ozone which brightens every­
body. Wealth can not give it, nor
poverty take it away.

THE DRUNKARD’S CHILD.

71701 HAT a glorious day it
last Sunday. I was strolling
along Fifth avenue with it-"

crowds of gaily-diei-sed men and
women, young, middle-aged and uld,
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wending their way to the different
places of worship, where for a brief
hour or so they arc supposed to for­
get their worldly affairs in listening
to the teachings of their favorite
pastors, when, turning into 28th-st.,
sitting on the curbstone near the
railing of that good man's—Dr.
Houghton's—well known church, I
noticed a little girl neatly, though
poorly clad, about seven or eight
years old, with a face of more than
ordinary beauty, selling matches.
As 1 passed by her. she said, with a
very pretty accent and voice (Oh,
how much there is in a voice),
“ Please, sir, will you buy a box of
matches, I've only six left, and I'm
afraid to go home without selling
them and giving the money to father,
anti—and—I want to go in there
(pointing to the open door of the
little church) to say a little prayer."

I need not say that I became
intensely interested, and asked the
little one various questions as to her
name, where she lived, and the
reason for her making so strange a
remark about “saying a little
prayer." She answered my queries
in a straightforward, though some­
what reluclant manner, telling me
that she had only a father at home,
of whom she was afraid, for he drank,
and if she returned without any
money, he would strike her, and now
that her mother was dead—and she
began to cry—who was good and ,
kind to her, she was always fearful
of going home without having sold
anything. She then told me she had
left home early in the morning with
one dozen boxes; they were five
cents a box. She had sold six. I
took the remaining six, giving her 30
cents, and I shall never forget the
look of thankfulness on her sweet
young face, when she said, “Oh,
sir, it’s very kind of you, anil I can
go back to father with 60 cents, for
he told me I must not come back at
all unless I brought that amount
with me.” And when I asked her
again about her remark of “ saying
a little prayer" and wishing to go
into the church, she said : “ Mother
always told me, sir, whenever 1 saw
a church door open, especially on
Sunday, always to go in and say a
little prayer; that God would always
hear it from a poor child as well as
a rich one, and 1 prayed this morn­
ing that he would ■ end some one to
buy my matches—for 1 didn’t like to
go into the church with tin in. Then
1 sold fix, and you cam- along and
bought all, and now I'm going to
thank him and tre mblingly walk'd

into the church. And, oh! how
happy I felt! In a short lime J
quietly followed, and there 1 saw the
little waif kneeling near the door,
with her sweet face buried in her
hands. My eyes filled with tears ;
I did not disturb her, nor could 1
hear a sound, None will ever know
what words went up from that little
fluttering heart to the throne of
grace but the One who said:
“ Suffer little children to come unto
Me, for of such is the kingdom of
heaven."—Selected.

®I)£ (fssnnist.
------o-------

BARRIERS TO CHRISTIAN
UNION,

AND SUGGESTIONS AS TO THIUR
REMOVAL.

Auckland Conference Essay, nv
Robert Laing.

Dear Brethren,—The things 1
would draw your attention to in this
paper arc not by any means of an
exhaustive character, but simply
suggestive. I would like you to
think over them, to examine them
in the light of our past history as a
people, and to deal with the entire
subject thoroughly. 1 have nothing
new to lay before this conference;
but in thinking over the pioneer
work of a brotherhood mighty in the
scriptures—in conning over the work
done, and in considering the charac­
ter of the workmen of and so
years ago engaged therein, 1 have
long since come to the conclusion
that the work was well and faith­
fully done. 1 am not going to say
there were no mistakes made, or
that the lines on which they wrought,
and the methods some of them
adopted when calling attention to
our plea were faultless. It was a
plea for the Bible as the only basis
on which the spiritual house might
be safely built. It was a contention
for principles in which those who
opposed existing institutions and I
observances were frequently handle <1I
with scant ceremony ; it was a fight t
against creeds, catechisms, and con- |
fessions of faith, and mere opinions
in matters pertaining to the salva­
tion of men.

The work prosp< red; reformer. ■
and thinkers generally compared
note talk'd our dill. r. nr< . t d!
* 1., . t to ? th' 1. and each a know ;
It dged the uthi r a broth' 1.

Thirty or forty years has made a
great difference in us. We have-
grown up as a healthy and well
favoured child. With the idea of
establishing a more popular feeling
towards the church, here ami there,
1 am sorry to say, brethren in
authority are found advocating,
where possible, the maintenance of
a preacher in each church ; as well
as adopting sectarian plans of get­
ting money. Dear brethren, let us
not become so fashionable that in
consistency we may not raise our
voices for a return to the old land­
marks. 1 don’t object to every
chuich supporting a preacher if able
to do so: but in keeping him in
their midst to the church’s injury
and the loss of a perishing world, I
do object. Brethren, God is the
architect of His house. Although
there may be seeming advantages in
keeping a brother of ability in our
midst continually, yet there are evils
of far greater magnitude that hinder
the growth of the body. Need 1
say I am not referring adversely to
our brethren in anil around Auck­
land ; nor is it because these views
are generally adopted that I wish to
emphasize the evils, but all such
questions should receive attention
in our Bible studies. To my think­
ing it is of greater moment that our
brethren and churches are walking
in the light of the word of God than
that adherents be gathered in to
partake of, and be leavened by, our
disorder. The Church is, or ought
tq, be, the pillar and stay of the
truth. If anything is wrong here,
its educative power, as God's insti­
tution for building up the minds of
the younger members of the brother­
hood, is not only defective, but its
teaching functions arc not exercised
in the cause of truth. Again, v. e m cd
to encourage the reading of our
literature. The older it is, the
straighter it is. The members
should take as many of our periodi­
cals as they can. When these ate
lead, the papers should be sent to
brethren ami friend'-, that others
may al-.o be benefited. Let us I e
well acquainted with our Irtthun
and their work in other lands.
Church growth mentally arid j'.rit­
ually is of more importance than
numbers. For this and kindred
reasons I ask your aid for t! . G<> I-
fearing all around. It is not
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is necessary, that the world might
believe, that Jesus is the Christ, and
believing, have life through His
name. To this end, let the positive
teachings of the new institution, the
teachings essential to the salvation
of man, be distinguished from
mere opinions; let these teachings
be emphasized. This will be sooner
attained by looking these humanisms
squarely in the face, and by doing
what we can to remove them.
There is no subject more important
than the union of God's people.
Nothing would tend to advance the
Messiah's kingdom more than the
union of all Christ-loving people.
No subject commends itself more to
the thoughtful Christian than how
to lessen the breach that divides
children of one Father into sections,
and how we can in some measure
be a helper in gathering together
into one all things in Christ. Our
very plea of discipleship and a re­
turn to the Bible as our only creed,
proclaim the work specially ours,
and one that lies at our very door.
The stand we lake seems to convey
a censure on those who differ from
us; and it is frequently said that we
imply that the denominations are
not led by the Bible; and so we are
often charged with egotism, in call­
ing ourselves the Church of Christ,
as though we were the only true
followers of the Redeemer, we are
looked upon asan insignificant people
with little influence, but great pre­
tensions. This is our position—our
opponents being judges. How then
snail we best do good service in
breaking down these prejudices and
removing the hindrances that keep
divided the people of God ?

The plan hitherto adopted by our
English and a portion of our Ameri­
can brotherhood, when dealing with
these matters in dispute, has been
to deal straightly with the subject
of contention, showing the fallacy of
the position held by some, and hold­
ing up instead Bible teaching. Then
an opportunity has been given to all
who may sec dilfeieiitly to ask ques­
tions or raise their voices in dissent.
Another portion of our brethren,
taking a mote liberal view, and not
bringing into prominence all our
plea, but labouring to keep before
the people the many things on which
we all agree, bring forward. only

named produced intellectual disciples
men and women who could give a

reason for their hope through Christ
(I am not so sure of their meekness
and fear.) When I look back 1
rather think many of them were
hard, cynical, and uncompromising
to such a degree that they repelled
rather than won to their side. Vic­
tory in debate, too frequently en­
grossed their minds to the exclusion
of that Christ-like, conciliatory spirit
that socket h not her own.

On the other hand, the liberal
brethren were all for conciliation,
yea even to practising some things
where the word of God has not
spoken. As a consequence, a greater
number of a certain class were gath­
ered in—these people less reliable
defenders of the faith once delivered
to the saints. Those first-named
were strong in the knowledge of the
truth ; but the spiritual man lacked
cultivation. Thus there was less
fervour, less enthusiasm in our
meetings for worship, than compared
with our plea for a return to the
Bible, and the Bible alone. It is
only reasonable that those who make
a great ado about a return to the
old paths, should shine forth in the
spirit of the Master. Professing to
be clothed with all the graces of the
new man, they in every deed pro­
claim : “ We are not our own, but
we are bought and ransomed with
the precious blood, and therefore we
belong to God."

Preachers of the ancient gospel
are constantly reminded of the dif­
ferences that exist between the de­
nominations and ourselves. In al­
most every preaching effort, the
great consideration is : How shall I
allay prejudice and win souls with­
out selling or sacrificing the truth ?
How is the preacher to approach
such subjects as ccclesiasticism or
the one man pastorate of the de­
nominations or evils arising there­
from. Then there are the many
unscriptural things taught concern­
ing the work of the Holy Spirit in
the conversion of the sinner, and
there are many kindred subjects.
Is there not a temptation, too fre­
quently, to leave such themes am!
glide down the stream smoothly,
keeping as close to denominational
orthodoxy as comports with our
standing as reformers? I say the
temptation exists, and 1 bt lieve
many of our public rm n aie silent
on :ome of the subjects that at
present divide Christendom. Bt< th-
n.n, this ought not to be, onr nir •

mission is to gather into one all
things in Christ, and in this, our
work, let us not suppose that we are
the only people who are longing for
this grand time. There are mem­
bers in all the religious bodies who
are looking and planning for the ac­
complishment of the same end. I
don’t believe in calling those who
may not see as we do by ugly
names, or doing anything not Christ-
like, still we are to contend earnestly
for the faith once delivered to the
saints. This, to me, seems to teach,
not only the building up of the
Christian institution from among the
non-professing, but also the exposure
of the errors that aftliCl the Christian
world and keep asunder the people
of God.

1 would suggest, in the first place,
that a list of those subjects that
seem to be the greatest barriers to
the union of God's children, be pre­
pared by the elders of churches, or
be drawn up under their supervision,
and that these subjects one at a
time be laid before the usual week
night Bible Class or the Mutual
Improvement Classes, if such exist.
In any case, let the young people of
all our congregations be thoroughly
grounded in all subjects that have to
do with the up-building of the walls
of Zion; especially is it desirable
that our young men should be invul­
nerable here, inasmuch as they may
frequently be called on to make it
plain that we are building on the
word of God, the only true standard
of appeal. Again, let these themes
be dealt with exhaustively, and let
the conclusions arrived at be re­
corded in a book kept for the pur­
pose, with the scripture references
and the reasons adduced. Not that
these conclusions can be of any
authoritative value, but possibly
classes may compare notes on any
particular subject. Some may ob­
ject to this on account of the trouble,
but, brethren, great consequences
are involved, and great good will
result to all who desire to qualify
themselves for being good workmen
in the vineyard of God. In laying
these matters before the public:
where thereare two or more churches
in one district or town, kt them act
in concert, selecting two or three of
the most able brethren to arrange
details, ant! otherwise bring the
subjects in an orderly ami forcible
m.inner before the community. Here
is a work that demands the b< st
efforts of the brotherhood, a work
lor the. success of whuh all good
men will pray, labouring not only
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for the reconciliation of man to God.
but that man may be reconciled to
his brother through our Lord Jesus
Christ. If there are wise men in
any of our churches—men of culture,
men of tatfl—whose hearts burn with
desire on this great question, let
these be selected, if need be, to
labour in this particular branch of
the Lord's work, travelling from
town to town, holding up the Bible
as the only bond of union—the only
safe and undisputed basis of amal­
gamation. Let a central hall be
hired on week nights, away from our
own meeting houses, that the people
may be met unbiassed, questions
may be asked ami answered at the
conclusion of the addresses, and the
topics of discourse thoroughly venti­
lated. It may be urged we shall
get into disrepute as a people trying
to proselytise from other churches
instead of going to the unconverted.
Others will say we are too fond of
debate. Brethren, these things are
said already. Are we to be deterred
in this work by what men say?
Shall we not try and induce our
young people to give special atten­
tion to the things referred to, even
to scanning carefully the several
denominational platforms—looking
with their eyes if possible—seeing as
they see (for the time being) so that
justice may be meted to them when
dealing with the hindering doctrines
they hold. If this sifting work is
undertaken, it would be best to deal
with the tenets of one denomination
or body at a time, dealing only with
real barriers to union, and proving
our position by the Bible. Ample
opportunity should be given to those
who oppose us to defend the doc­
trine questioned. Need I say how
much of the Spirit of Christ
will be required on the part of the
brethren who engage in this work,
and indeed in every preaching effort.
When it is our duty necessarily to
speak of other bodies of believers
and their teachings, we must be
careful not to give unnecessary of­
fence ; let us credit them as being
honest and God-fearing, without
any of that patronising spirit that
make the exposure of error so un­
palatable to those corrected, especi­
ally in meetings for the advocacy of
truth and love. Let our attitude be
such that all will be impressed with
the fact that we are not seeking
simply a victory in discussion, but
arc desirous that the honest-hearted
around may rally round heaven's
unifying medium—the Bible. When
we have got the men with the neces­

sary ability for this work, advertise
in the usual way, stating the object
in view’, and the motive for our
action: that all may see that noth­
ing mercenary has moved us, but
that we have undertaken this dis­
agreeable work in the interests of
dying men, and a divided brother­
hood to the glory of God and the
honor of King Jesus. Dear brethren,
if by these considerations any bro­
ther is moved to improve on the
suggestions in this paper, so that
more attention is given to the sub­
ject dealt with, then I shall feel that
my time in writing, and yours in
listening, has not been spent in vain.

(Cljristmn (fbiticncr,
&c., &c.

Bv Chas. Watt.

The Bible is the best book in the
world.—jchti Adams.

I account the Scriptures of God
to be the mod sublime philosophy.
—5»r I. .Vra

It is belief in the Bible which has
served me as the guide of my moral
and literary life.—Gcelhe.

A noble book I All men's book I
It is our first statement of the never-
ending problem of man's destiny and
God's way with men on earth.—
Carlyle.

1 do not believe human society
ever has attained, or ever can attain,
a high state of intelligence, virtue,
security, liberty or happiness, with­
out the Holy Scriptures.—H'm. H.
Stu ard.

Two Dying Testimonies.—Said
Renan, on his death-bed, to his
wife: “ Be calm and resigned. We
perish, we disappear, but heaven
and earth remain, and the march of
time goes on forever."

Said Paul, preparing lor the block:
“ I have fought a good light, I have
finished my course, I have kept the
faith : henceforth there is laid up for
me the crown of righteousness which
the Lord the righteous judge shall
give me at that dav : and not only
to me but also to all them that have
loved hii. appearing."

trines of Tlitosofrhy, and wondered
what there was in this fossilized
faith that led “some scientists" to
dig it up and dance around it in such
glee. Our mind is now at rest.
Elinka! The old-fashioned state­
ment of creation is as follows : “In
the beginning God created the
heavens and the earth," or more
fully, •• Thou, Lord, in the begin-

1 ning hast laid the foundation of the
earth, ami the heavens are the works
of Thy hands."

This is the Scriptural style; but
what “Scientist" could accept this ?
It is so antagonistic to all the dis­
coveries of Science, to teach that
God created anything. Science has
settled it that

" All things arc moulded
By same plastic force,

Out of some atoms.
Somewhere up in spice.

Fortuitously concurrent anyhow ”
Here is the final word and authori­
tative statement from Theosophy.
This is the bait that has hooked the

' scientific fish and landed on the
occult beach the Viftorian “Govern­
ment Geologist " and the “ Vege­
table Pathologist."

“ God the Life in God the Lord
in God the Holy Procedure organ­
ized the first orb-creation in form of
appearing as one globular ovarium,
which was the germ of the terres­
trial universe of universes; and with­
in the globular was the embryo of
the external of the universal, imper­
sonal creation, as one curvilinear
ovarium ; ami within the curvilinear
the germ of the external of the
universe, personal or intellectual
creation, in the form of one vortical
ovarium. In the beginning of the
orb-formation preparatory for man
formations, vehicles of the quickcn-

1 ing Spirit into intellectual forma-
1 lions, the universal concavity, and
1 the universal convexity were co-
' enfolded ami encompassed in the
; universal zodiac, and within the
I concavity was the visible disclosure
unto the germ of the terrestrial."

[ Thin!! When you have recov­
ered you breath your will cease to
wonder that “ Mr. Stirling, the Go-

■ vermnent Geologist," “ Mrs. Annie
1 Besant," and other “Scicnti t.
] have been “fetched" by this sublime
statement.

Two Ways of Petting It.—The
simple beauty ami lofty grandeur of
the Bible arc apparent in any com­
parison that might b ■ instituted.
Wi’l.r t month referred '» the doc­
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notice at once that the objects
around us arc divided by a broad
demarcation into lifeless, living and
rational. From certain points of
view the boundaries of these seem
almost to touch. The monera lie
near to the boundary line of lifeless
anil living, and the highest apes are
not very far removed in bodily form
from the lowest savages. But more
careful examination reveals between
each of these classes an infinite gulf.

" From the highest apes the lowest
savages differ in the possession of a
spoken language, in the use of fire, 1
in the cooking of food, in the manu- ,
faclure of weapons, and in dress. . .
And this difference places an infi­
nite distance between monkeys and
savages.

“ A difference still more marked
is seen in the capacity of e' en the
lowest savages to be raised by con- ,
tael with civilization and religion. ,

spicuous is the sustained progress of
Christian nations in contrast to the
stagnation or decadence of all others.
In sustained progress modern history
presents a marked contrast to the
history of the ancient world. Long
before Christ came there were mighty
empires. But they had, so far as
we can trace them, little permanence.
Egypt and Assyria, when first they
came into the clear light of history,
were already in decay. The splendid
empire of Nebuchadnezzar rose, cul­
minated and fell, within the lifetime
of the prophet Daniel. The Persian
empire soon became effete. The I
military prowess, the art, the litera­
ture of Greece began to fade almost [
as soon as they had reached their
bloom. The solid empire of Rome
was ercifled on the crushed liberties
of the Roman people. But for a 1
thousand years the history of the
nations of Christendom has been a

for the consistent completion of the
non-miraculous history of creation,
that it has absolutely nothing forced
or miraculous about it, and that
certainly it can never be positively
refuted." This Beet simply charac­
terises as " most unscientific." But
we shall allow the author of “ The
Problem of Human Life " to try his
hand at a refutation. Dealing with
this same idea of a living organism
coming into existence, having func­
tions operating in harmony with the
objects and uses of its being, without
a prior existence of wisdom, plan
and forethought, Hall says: “Such
a conception would be as impossible,
in the very nature of things, as when
looking upon a complicated time­
piece to conceive of it as having
originally came into existence by the
accidental falling together of cog­
wheels, journals and journal-boxes,
without an intelligent designer or

A conspicuous instance of this is
found in the Fuegians seen by Dar­
win on his voyage in the “ Beagle,"
and mentirned on page 618 of his
work on “ The Descent of Man." In
his later days the great naturalist
expressed his wonder and delight at
the success of missionaries in raising
these degraded savages.

In “Life and Letters," vol. 1, p.
264, we read: “It is admirable to
behold what the missionaries both
here and in New Zealand have
effcified. 1 firmly believe that they
arc good men working for a good
cause. 1 much suspcifl that those
who have abused or sneered at the
missionaries, have generally been
such as were not very anxious to
find the natives moral and intelli­
gent beings."

Again, in vol. 3, p. 127, he writes :
“ I had never heard a word about
the T. del I’uego Mission. It is
most wonderful, and shames me, as
1 always prophesied utter failure.
It is a grand success. I shall feel
proud if your committee think lit to
t le<5l me an honorary member of
your society."

Between the religious education
imparted by these missionaries and
the highest training possible to ani­
mals, how vast the difference ! This
difference reveals the infinite dis­
tance between man and the brutes.
No one eu-r dreamed of amission
to monkeys. l or the highest ani­
mal-. he outside and beneath the
great brotherhood which includes
the whole human race.

Christianity Progressive.—On
p. 79 Prof. Beet tays: “Very con-

| history of progress. There have
| been times of apparent retrogression.
But it has been only the momentary
retreat of the incoming tide. Some

, Christian nations have lagged be­
hind others. But it has been the

1 joy of this generation to witness the
I advance of even the most backward.
| . . . The position of the Christian
I nations cannot be attributed to race.
! For the Hindus and the Persians
| are, as their languages prove, kins-
| men of the European nations. From
; the thirsty lands beyond the Caspian
| two savage iiordes, branches of the
| same Turanian race, poured at dif­
ferent times into Europe. The one
came along the Northern, the other
along the Southern shores of the
Black Sea. In their barbarity there
was little or nothing to choose. But
the one horde accepted Christianity,
the other Islam, and to-day the
descendants of the one, the Hun-,
garians, march in the front rank of
the nations of the world : the Turk­
ish race, with few regrets, is decay- !
ing and dying before our eyes."

S P o N T A N E OUS G ENERATION.— !
Haeckel, the German anatomist, i
who has out-Darwined Darwin in i
his determination to get rid of I
SuiRE’-n Intelligence, is ouoted 1
by Prof. Beet thus: “The origin of
the first Monera by spontaneous
generation appears to us as a neces­
sary event in the process of the
development of the earth. We
admit that this process, as long as it
is not dircdlly observed or repeated
by experiment, remains a pure
hypothesis. But I must again say
that this hypothesis is indispensable

mechanical constructor. It is true
that individual time-pieces now
examined, may have been turned
out by ingenious machinery, and
may not have cost a single minute's
serious thought on the part of the
mechanic or artizan who put them
together and set them to keeping
time: just as a young fox now comes
into the world by the machinery of
the established laws of nature, with­
out the special attention of any
intelligent designer or supervisor.
But leaving this individual machine
made clock or watch, let us go back
to its earliest progenitor the first
clock or watch that was ever made
—and conceive of it, if we can,
coming into existence by the uncon­
scious mingling of journals, cog­
wheels, etc., without admitting the

I pre-existence of intellectual genius
for its design, and mechanical, per-

I sonal execution for its construction.
So the present specimen of a young
fox, with its inborn and inimitable
cunning, is not the guide to the over­
throw of spontaneous generation :
but go back to the first fox, or if
Evolutionists prefer it, to the
out of which the fox developed, and
which must have contained in their
insipiency the elements of the
fox's cunning, and then try to con­
ceive it, with its complex though
invisible organism, and its nascent
mental powers and vital functions
springingout of a little lump of in­
organic dirt and without the inter­
vention of pre-existing mind to plan
its structure, or intelligent skill and
energy to give direction to the atoms
constituting it sorganism. Such a con­
ception is u self-evident impossibility-
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This is eminently reasonable. It
always has appeared to us the acme
of scientific stupidity and human
folly to rejedl as “ unscientific " the
Revelation that an intelligent Creator
was the originator of the many
forms of life and intelligence we see
around us, and to accept in its stead
as more reasonable, the “ Hypothesis"
that “ once upon a time a little piece
of clay conceived the notion of be­
coming an organism."

Zarifs Dag itratiings.

(TA/ thoughts here presented art upon the Read­
ings suggested for the use of Churches al ths
Lcrd's-day morning services. They art in­
tended to be suggestive, not exhaustive ; simple,
not profound ; practical, not doctrinal.]

SEPTEMBER 3rd.

Old Testament.—Isaiah 61.
New Testament.—Rev. 20.

CONNECTING LINK.
The Day of Vengeance.—Is. 61: 2;

Rev. 20: 10, 14, 15.
This chapter is undoubtedly the

most sublimely glorious and soul en­
rapturing in the whole of God’s won­
derful and blessed revelation.

The rapt and apostolic seer is
now looking toward the further end
of the vista of that far-away future
and events of magnificent and tre­
mendous import, rising each above
the other in importance, like succes­
sive peaks in a mountain chain as
they tower each above his preceding
fellow, till the last is bathed in the
sunlight or lost in the clouds of
heaven.

First, John secs that Satan is
bound, 1-3. That awful malignant
and accursed power that from the
first has ever blighted the beautiful,
sullied the pure, marred the perfect,
and let loose upon universal man
the flood of sin, misery and death—
this power is to be shackled with
the chains of omnipotence, for an
immense period set down as a thou­
sand years. At the opening of this
period ami as a consequence of the
binding of Satan, shall occur wh.it
is called the “first resurrection,"
when the souls of the martyrs and 

of those who had not received the
“ mark of the beast," shall sit upon
thrones and reign with Christ a
thousand years—a symbolic scene,
representing the resuscitation, tri­
umphant progress, and resistless and
well-nigh universal spread of Christ­
ianity in its highest, purest and
noblest form, 4-6. Then after a day
of righteousness ten centuries long,
a night of sin ensues—the Sun sus­
tains a brief and partial eclipse. For
a little season—by what means, for
what purpose, nor for how long no
man knows—Satan is released again
and martials the forces of evil to the
decisive battle in which the powers
of sin are utterly and for ever over­
thrown and the infernal leader is
consigned to the place of punish­
ment, 7-11. Then comes the final
judgment—God’s great and last ac­
count with the world is settled—the
dead, small and great, stand before
The Great White Throne. Earthly
scenes end and the heavenly begin.
No believer can read this chapter,
no matter what his views of the mil-
lenium may be, without feeling his
soul filled with triumphant emotions
in view of the ineffable glories herein
revealed as yet to come.

SEPTEMBER 10th.

Old Testament. — Isaiah 66:
»5-=4-

New Testament.—Rev. 21.
CONNECTING LINK.

The new heavens and earth.—Is.
66: 22; Rev. 20. 1

This chapter gives us a glowing
symbolical description of scenes be­
yond the Judgment; it describes the
happy and triumphant state of the
Church, when all trials past, all
conflitfls over, she enters upon her
final and everlasting reward. The
old sin-cursed, battle-scarred, grave-
seamed earth passes away, and new
heavens and new earth appear, and
a city, adorned like a bride fur her
husband, is sect} descending out of
the heaven of heavens. The objet t
hire is evidently to give us the mo I
exalted conception po ible of the 

glory and felicity of our future home.
As a view of positive bliss v. 3 per­
haps gives us the highest idea wc
can have, and as a conception of
negative happiness v. 4 can never be
equalled. The city is marvellous
beyond imagination, and mortal pen
never described one such before.
Its general appearance was as a
mountain of light—like a jaspar,
clear as crystal. Its mighty walls
—“ great," “ high "—were also of
jaspar ; its ponderous gates were 12
in number, and each composed of a
single pearl. Its foundation courses
were 12 in number, and each course
was a layer of precious stone. In
shape the city was a perfect cube.
Its enormous dimensions are indi­
cated by the fact that it extended
375 miles in every direction, and
towered the same distance towards
heaven, being over 50 times higher
than the highest mountain now upon
earth ! Unlit by the sun, the moon,
or stars, the splendour of God’s
glory is its perpetual illumination.
In this great capital of the glory
land there is no city temple, for the
city is itself a temple city, and the
pervading light of the divine splen­
dour is its only Shekinah. The
Beast, the False Prophet, and the
Devil himself having been cast into
the lake of fire, there are no enemies
to fear, and the gates are for ever
open; and the marvellous material
splendour of the symbol city is only
equalled by the moral and spiritual
elevation of its people—nothing
enters it that defiles, works abomina­
tion, or makes a lie. O the won­
drous grace divine that has ever
rendered it possible for us to see, to
enter, and to become an inhabitant
of that city of God ! Purchased fur
us by the ignominy and death
agonies of God's only Son, offered to
u .without money and without price,
its glories rendered incomparably
more glorious by the lurid light from
the “lake uf fire," shall any of u>
ever by careless indifference, • luthful
ncglcc t, or opt 11 tian gu . in, f -rf. .t
our citizenship iht rtin? (ion nut-
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SEPTEMBER 17th.

Old Testament.—Isaiah 11.
New Testament.—Rev. 22.

CONNECTING LINK.
Christ of tho house and llnon^o of

David.—Is. n: j ; Rev. 22: 16.
This chapter forms the epilogue

or conclusion of the wonderful book,
and refers to a number of important
but miscellaneous matters. Vs.
J-5 is a continuation of the descrip­
tion of the New Jerusalem. The
most important points suggested by
the rest of the chapter arc:—1st.
Though sometimes natural, to wor­
ship any created being, even the
most exalted, is iniquitous (v. 8-10).
2nd. The fixed and unchangeable
condition of both the righteous
and unrighteous beyond the judg­
ment (v. 11). 3rd. Every man’s
reward shall be according to his
work (v. 12). 4th. The blessed­
ness of those who do God’s com­
mandments (v. 14, 15). 5th. The
privilege and duty of all to invite
men to come to Christ (v. 17). 6th.
The awful sinfulness and condemna­
tion of those who add to, or take
away from, the Word of God (v. 18,
19). “ I le that testified! these things
saith, Surely I come quickly: Amen.
Even so, come, Lord Jesus."

SEPTEMBER 24th.
Old Testament.— Isaiah 9: 1-7.
New Testament.—Matthew 1.

CONNECTING LINK.

Tho Child born and Son given.—Is.
9:1; Matt. 1 20, 21

Tin: Genealogy (i-i6).—Mat­
thew's objccQ is to prove the Messiah-
ship and divinity of Jesus, and every
scdlion of the narrative has some
bearing upon the question. His
object in the genealogy is to show
that Jesus is of the right lineage to
be the Messiah. God had promised
with an oath to David that he would
raise up from his offspring the
Messiah to bit upon his throne (I’s.

3< 4)’ ’1 *h*8 was wc^ understood
by both the friends and the foes of
Jesus.

This section shows that Jesus pos-
lcsm d this characteristic of the pio-
liiiscd Messiah. It dues not prove

him to be of the blood of David, for
the blood line, according to Mat­
thew's own showing in the latter
part of the chapter, did not pass from
Joseph to Jesus; but Jesus was born
to Mary after her marriage with
Joseph, and consequently he was
Joseph's lawful heir, and inherited
the throne through him." (McGar­
vey Com.) For other remarks re
this point, see “The Querist," in last
issue.

The Birth 01- Christ, 18-25.—
Matthew's grand ultimate objetfl was
to demonstrate the truth of the pro­
position confessed by Peter, ’* Thou
(Jesus) art the Christ, the Son of the
living God." This chapter contains
elements necessary to the proof of
this declaration. In the first sedion
it is shown that Jesus possessed the
genealogy demanded by the Mcssiah-
ship, on the human side, and in this
it is shown that He possessed the
Divine clement in His nature, nec­
essary to constitute Him the Son of
God, since He was born of the
virgin by the miraculous power of
God. He was both Son of David
and Son of God : Emmanuel—God
with us. G.B.M.

Jesters’ JJiujr.
-------- :o:---------

•• Build each other up. even as also ye
do."—1 Thcs 5: 11. (R.V.)

Communications for this "rage" should le
addressed to Mrs. Ludlrcoh. 1J EfanJalcsead,
Malvern, not later than the i-th of tach month.

CONFERENCE DIRECTORY.
President—Sister A. K. Thurgocd.
Vice-presidents—Sisters Huntsman.Mavton,

Pittman, and Ludbrook senr.
Secretaries—Sisters Ewers and Hill.
Treasurer—Sister Walker.
Financial Secretary—Sister L. Dewar

SUPERINTENDENTS OF COMMITTEES.
Victorian Mission—Mrs. Pittman, Airlie

Avenue. Armadale.
Visiting and Dorcas Do , do
Foreign Mission—Mrs. Maston, 13 Federa­

tion-street, Ascot Vale.
Tractb—Do., do.
Stare Li 11 ratuke — Miss Dewar, King-

street, West Melbourne.
Hospital Visiting—Mrs Stuttcrd, The

Balaclava.
Pkamji Mi i ting -Mrs Forbes, 172 Holden

Terraco, Malvern
Sunday School—Mrs. Schofield. Byrun-

nr<.l. Malvern
All llie above mentioned will be glad to

In ar from brethren or sisters on matters
relating to their various departments

EXECUTIVE.

The sisters met as usual, Aug. 4II1, Sister
Maston in the chair. The Central Relief
Fund, the Vidorian Mission Fund, and our
forthcoming missionary meeting were the
chieftopicsofintcrest. Alcttcrwasreadfrotn
Bro McLellan, thanking the sisters fortheir
sympathy and assistance in collecting funds,
but intimating that much more effort is
needed if we arc to keep the present workers
in the field and pay our debts. During the
meeting a telling report was put into our
hands from the Juvenile Mutual Improve­
ment Band.

CENTRAL CHURCH, PITTSBURGH,
In which the writer says: "Our band was
organized last January, with Bro. and Sis.
Thurgood as superintendents, but we con­
duct all our pleasant meetings entirely our­
selves. All our members are under 16, and
we elect a new chairman every week, so that
all may have a chance to learn how to pre­
side. On the rst Friday in each month the
subject is A'lWnrrr, 2nd Temperance, 3rd
Home, 4th Missions. We had a Stif-dental
tteeh, in which the pennies saved from Candy
amounted to 91 cents." I This is ver)1 sug­
gestive. How much arc wc Vidorian Chris­
tians spending on unnecessary gratifica­
tions ? David said ** I will not offer unto
the Lord my God that which costs me
nothing." It is a thought worth consider­
ing how •' The Lord loves a cheerful giver,"
especially when generously enduring self-
denial for His sake, and “ for others’ sake."
2 Cor. H : 2.

HOUSE HOLD BIBLE READINGS.

First and Second Hooks of Kings.
The two books, which were originally

one, may be divided, according to contents,
the history of Solomon occupying the first
eleven chapters. From the twelfth chapter
of the first book to the seventeenth chapter
of the second, we have the parallel histories
of Israel and Judah, from Hezekiah to Ito
overthrow,and the Babylonian exile With the
release and elevation of Jehoiakim at the
court of Evil-Merodach the books ends
The history, therefore, comprehends the
whole time of the Israelitlsh monarchy,
exclusive of the reigns of Saul and David
The punishments of the kings and people
were severe, but their disobedience had
been very great. God's promises are con­
ditional and sure, cither for punishment or
blessing.

We have many references in the N T
from the books of Kings Thus the allusions
to Solomon's glory (Matt. 16: 29); to the
Queen of Sheba's visit to Solomon to hear bis
wisdom (Matt. 12: 42); to the temple
(Ads 7 : 47-48); to the great drought in
the days of Ehjah.and the widow- of Sarepta
(Luke 4 : 25-26); to the cleansing of Naa-
man the Syrian (ver. 27); to the charge 01
Elisha to Gehazi Luke 10 4) ; to the com­
plain t of Elijah, anclGcd's answer to him (Rum.
ii . 34); and to the raising of the Shuna-
initc'a sun from the dead (Heb. 12 35).
the giving and withholding the r.Un m
answer to Elijah's prayer (Jas. 5: 17-1“ •
Rev 11 : 6); to Jezebel (Rev. 2; 20)

Efhesians
This sublime epistle was written by the

Apostle Paul during his imprisonment at
Rome, to the chinch at the lammis city ”*
Eplu .111, the church which he had organ*
|ztd, the church with which In aD •!>' *’
lone. and fium which lie Darted with ai'ha

.'J . 1 , ■ J III Illi lllipn ........ -----
has not forgotten them He tclb them th
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he has heard of their faith in the Lord Jesus
and the love that they show to all the breth­
ren. and calls their attention to the great love
of God in giving them, who were Gentiles.
and who once were far off from God. the
gospel with all its promises, and by it they
are made to be no longer strangers, but
fellow-citizens with the saints Exhorts
them to walk worthily of the calling, where­
with they have been blessed. Having in-
strusflcd them in their duties, he points out
their danger and means of safety.

Paul't Efittlt to the Philijfians
Must have been written near the end of
his imprisonment, as he speaks of the
uncertainty of his life, after speaking of the
great length of his imprisonment. Philippi
wasa place well remembered by Paul. It was
there Lydia's heart was opened to the truths
of the gospel by his preaching. There, also,
he with Silas, was beaten and cast Into
prison, and at midnight loosed from their
bands by an earthquake, and the jailor and
his household believed and were bap­
tised. He speaks also of the fact that after
his departure from Macedonia, the brethren
at Philippi were the only ones who minis-
tered to his support (4 : xj) The whole
tenor of this epistle snows he had a very
tender affedion for them He thanks Got!
whenever he thinks of them, and even the
occasion of this letter was the returning of a
messenger sent by them to carry assistance
to him.

Paul't Efistlt to the Cchisiant
Seems to have been called forth by the in­
formation he had received from Epanhras
and Oncsimus. The main objed o! this
epistle is not merely, as in the case of 1‘hilip-
pians. to exhort and to confirm, nor as in 1
that to the Ephesians to set forth the great
features of the church of the chosen in
Christ, but is specially designed to warn
the church at Colossc against a spirit of
semi-Judaistic and scmi-onental philosophy.
which was corrupting the simplicity of their
l>clicf. and was tending to obscure thectern.il
glory of Christ M. Maston.

Pittsburg
" l-ay not up for yoursches treasures

uj»n earth, where moth and rust doth cor­
rupt. and where thieves break through and
steal; but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust doth
corrupt, and where thieves DO NOT break
through nor steal for where your treasure
Is. there will your heart be also."—Matt 6.
»9-2t

Dear Executive Sisters—well-beloved
in the Ixird,—We were so very sorry to
hear cf the distressing Lank failures in cur
fair colony, and our hearts were moved with
tender sympathy towards those who were
thus keenly tried As it was in Chicago a
week er two ago, when women were rushing
madly to one of the banks. w> we have
learned a similar panic has overtaken many
cf the ucmen m our fair Melbourne. How
many cf our own dear sisters have suffered

much as ye have paid it into the " Home
(evangelistic) and Foreign Mission" Hank
"Rescue" Bank. ” Hospital " Bank. " Sun­
day school" Bank, "Prayer Meeting"
Bank, and that "Clearing House” the
Sisters' Executive, ye have paid it unto Mi:
Many a brother and sister who failed to do
this, and who have their all locked upin the
bank of " Moth. Rust and Co." will re­
member now the words of the Master
Banker. " For where your treasure is, there
will your heart be also." How the sisters
have pleaded for lo 1 these nine years, for
investments in the Bank of Heavenly Trust.
and how sweet for them to remember that
their " heart-love " deposits are safe from all
speculative dealings. What "compound
interest" may be ours for what we have
invested may be gathered from the following
strange calculation, clipped from a news-

Capcr:—" Some one with a fever for figures
as calculated that if. when judas betrayed

Jesus for jo pieces of silver, each valued at
3 cents, qo cents in ail. that sum had been
put at four percent compound interest, it
would now amount to 3207.356.000.000.00.3,
ooo.ooo.ooo.ooo.ooo.ooo.ooj This amount
put into gold would make a solid globe as
large as 17.000 such planets as the earth."

Here we see in the natural world what
interest brings. think of the po i.ible blessed
results in the spiritual world May we take
courage, and hearken to our Executive
brethren, who depend upon us for help, and
by prayer and ctiurt stand by them in their
emergency, (or our God never faileth, and
the returns will be better than we expect
Remember the compound imere.t on 90
cents (45 pence) in t.Soo years Think of
the compound interest on the " alabaster
box of ointment." Then surely 52 pennies
(by urn < a year may be safely invested
in the Hank of Missionary Effort on account
with Me (Jesus) Sisters, should we stand

Your loving sister in the Lord.
Antoinette K. Thurcood.

EXTRACT FROM MISSIONARY LETTER.
We have all been away from Hurda this

hot season Our schools have been closed
for several weeks, but we hear they have
had a thunderstorm and think the rains can
not be far oil. We are staying at Mu .ooric
It is nice and cool here In the mornings and
evenings aud there arc some lovely spots
where you can gather wild flowers in abun­
dance We are boarding al the houve of a
pastor of the Union Church He war a
Baptist Missionary and has been in India
joycars, but had a sunstroke seme sears
ago and is not able to live in the plains
Counting children there arc 17 of us In the
house. It is just like home and Mrs Evans
is like a mother to us.

Miis Jud>on ha» started a Y I’S C E
here, the majority of the member. are young
people from a boarding school near We
have had some nice meetings I have
started a class for the (Hindoo) children
living near, and have five boys and one
girl, with two women sometimes who «e:n
delighted at the prospect of being able to
rea.l A lady who to k my class one morn­
ing said they hud g it on well in 10 days

Mr l.vmiJ has serene for the volJ.rs

so much. The scenery is beautiful and on
a clear day you can see the snow-covered
mountains in the distance There arc not
many natives here but we have been lo
some of the women and they li.U.ied very
attentively to us We read Hindu every
day with Mr. Evans and the time passes co
quickly, but wo look forward to getting
back to Hurda; it seems like home to me.

Asking your prayers.
Your Sister in Christ,

Mary Thompson.
IKUtCAK REPORTS

Corovva —We know you will tie glad to
hear about the go.nl work being done in

J Corowa and district. With God's blessing
through the ministrations of and preaching

I the go-pel by our Urn and Sis Clapham
1 many have been convinced and shown the

way of the Lord more perfectly and adder!
to the church Our hearts are lull of gl.ul-
nc'-» and thankfulness, and we pray that all
who have joined themselves to Christ Jesus
may Iw faithful to the end

Our Bro. and Sis Clapham have just
returned from Albury, where there arc
same brethren and sisters anxious that the
go-pel should be preached The few now
meet at the Lord s table, and the sisters arc
at work in the Sunday School and tract
distribution Here we hold a sisters meet­
ing every Thursday afternoon either for
prayer or Dorcas work. We are burdened
with a church building debt and Lave
resolved to do all in our power to help pay
this oil. We have a small parcel of
children's garments almost finished

Our prayer meetings arc greatly enjoyed.
and have been the means of strengthening
us to go on in our work. Trad distribution
is carried on with much perseverance The
effort made by Sis Clapham to give Bible
lessons in the Public School has been a
grand success Very few scholars attended
at first, but now the whole school listen to
lessons from the Bible Our Sis Howard
and family arc constantly at work for the
needy They lately sent a large parcel < f
clothing to Melbourne and have another
nearly ready. Would that all Christian.
could be found doing with all their might
what they could find to do fcr their Lerd
and Master. What a band of workers v.e
should be I

Your loving Sister in Christ.
E H Morley, Pres

Ballarat - We held our first annual
social on Friday. July 7 A most enjoyable
time uas spent together Two excellent
addresses were given on Dorcas Work by
our president, Sis Stevenson of l'ecl-st.
church, and Sis. Martin ol Dawsoa-st
church There were musical sclcdiunvand
recitations The brethren .vl.o helped u.i
by giving short addresses of encouragement
We have he'd 21 meetings with an average
attendance of 12 Have given away <_«j
garment-. U .id.. •.•. -.ual par cd .etc!
two of which were sent to the •■Rescue
Home.” Alu2xv.i-.tcd with money ar I have
made up material for m me who 1 u!J r.vt
find time to do it fur tbemsehes. both am. ng
our own people and al .1 oat da tin
church

Our income for the year ! -.1 been /<■ 1 pi
and c«|cndituro /gr;* Wo arc thankld
I : the I - I ... b

| and 11 u .: 1 ..r t »t 1..
:y l.> u.ir 1 M 1.'..

I

thectern.il
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the advantage of having Bro. Brydcn ns its
president. Bro. Clarke secretary. It was
•• Consecration Night" the evening «f our
visit. Tlic members joined heartily in sing­
ing and prayers. Two new members were
enrolled and two associate memlxrrs were
proposed. There arc 35 names on the roll.
The "Sunshine" Committee have done'
much good In relieving distress this winter.

Brighton Society still maintains its
interest. They spend one afternoon in the
month at Dorcas work for the poor; one
evening is devoted to the subject of Missions
and on that evening a collection is taken.
They have joined with the other Societies
of the distrid in helping the Chinese
Mission nt E. Brighton <0 pay off the debt on
their building and culieded 15/j for that
purpose.

temperance report (condensed).
Band of Hope, Fitzroy Taiiernacle.—
We closed the first year of our work with

the meeting held on July 19. Starling with
16 members, we now have a total of 50 19
new pledges have been taken, the majority
of those who joined our ranks being already
pledged abstainers The average attend­
ance throughout the year has been 32 in
spite of the prevailing epidemic.

Titos. Goi.e, Sec.

may lie a hindrance to the gospel, and defeat
the airns of the preacher, but to many the
ordinance its.lf is the hindrance, no matter
how wisely it is preached, just as the "cross"
was a stumbling block to the prejudiced Jew.
(3) Christ cannot be script u rally upheld with­
out insisting upon his authority as well as
sacrifice, and his authority is embodied in
his commands and specially in the ordinance
of baptism, and submission to it is the
primal test, both of faith and loyalty. (4)
" When the enquirer is seeking, etc..” is
certainly a fitting time to tel) him how and
where he may find, but we may often pre­
sume that our audiences contain seekers
who arc just ripe for the information, and
from the case of Eunuch (Ads 8) we learn
that though Philip preached ” Christ "
unto him, yet he so preached him. that the
eunuch demanded baptism, a fact which
proves that in preaching " Christ " baptism
was preached. A fresh speaker each Sun­
day is often the the cause of an unnecessary
amount of preaching upon baptism, since as
the audience is new to the speaker, he is apt
to think it is new to the subjcCl, and to
teach and insist accordingly.

^unifnjj ^djool Sinton
OF THE

©Ijc (Querist.

By G. B. M.

[TAh column is oftn to all htlhren aha art
Hiking Jar information in rtftttnct to I illtcal
matter} IF/ trill always It glad to gift tht
ItH information ut tan. tut cannot undertake
to enter into a discussion on tht itflies given.
]l't do not lay this down as an absotuti rule,
tut as one that til uill not def art from unIm,
in our of inion, the circumstance} of tht case
stem to call for a mart intended discussion]

Sir,—(1) Is it right to be always
preaching baptism to the same con­
gregation Lord's day after Lord’s
day. (2) Is it notone of the hind­
rances in the spread of the gospel,
to me it is like the saying that it is
baptism for breakfast, dinner, lea.
(3) I often think it would be better
it Christ was upheld. (4) I also
think that the time for it to be used
is when an inquirer is seeking sal­
vation for body, soul, spirit.

Yours in Christ Jesus,
Bapto.

Refly :hlng lo the exclusion of othci

Z it 'VlH ie a preacher has .be oppor-

CHURCHES OF CHRIST IN
VICTORIA.

uy R. J. Dick,
171 Gifts St.. Albotsford.

The interest In the work of the Sunday
School Union is being well sustained. There
was n large attendance of delegates at the
Inst committee meeting, which shows the
thorough earnestness of Sunday school
workers. A cry for help has come from
Fairfield Park, and, to show the practical
utility of the Union, two teachers from the
ranks of the North Fitzroy school arc at
present engaged there in response to the
call. Any competent to teach, and having
the love of God in their hearts, who are not
working in the schools, will readily find
stimulating employment in this sphere.

The first public meeting of this session
was held in Swanston-strcet chapel on the
14th August. This meeting, although
heartily enjoyrd by those present, was not
as successful, in point of numbers, as might
have been expeClcd. but at a future date
when another praise and prayer meeting is
held, we trust that a greater number may
attend Two very interesting addresses
were delivered—Bro G. B. Moysey speaking
on " Braise," and Bro J Pittman on
•• Prayer," which gave the meeting au excel­
lent tone. Singers from a number of
schools sang songs of praise, the meeting
being interspersed with prayers for the
present blessing and future welfare of Sun­
day school work and workers. All who
g.vthi red together on this occasion went
away the better for their experience

In future all delegates will be summoned 

to attend committee meetings through the
secretaries of schools. Will secretaries
kindly do all in their power to ensure the
regular attendance of their representatives?

^lissionnni $iuje.
----- o-----

HOME.
M. McLellan.

AV. W. Tomlinson.—The past month has
been perhaps the quietest I have experienced
since 1 commenced my labors here. The
bad weather has been almost incessant,
consequently the meetings all round have
not been up to the average. The interest
that has been created on the subjedi of
Baptism has not been allowed to run out,
but still exists in and around the neighbor­
hood. and we are expeding good results by-
and-bye. The amount of pressure that has
been brought against us has been great, and
the opposition is still very determined, and
the means used in some instances are
questionable, but the churches arc equally
determined to uphold the " truth of the
gospel," and maintain a firm, united, yet I
trust a friendly aspefl to those who oppose.
I report all well in the churches, with no
numerical additions for the month. 1 have
visited Yanipy, Liliimur, and North Yanac
since my last, from which place I was
driven home by Bro. McCallum, being un­
able to ride owing to a rather severe attack
of influenza, which is keeping me a prisoner,
has hindered my proposed visit to Border
Town for the 13th. and I fear that for the
first time in five years 1 shall not be at my
post on the coming Lord's day.

W. D. Little.—At date of last report
from Ecliuca I had intended going on the
following l-ord's day Io Kyabram, but in
consequence of the brethren not having
obtained a place in which to preach, It was
decided that I should remain at Ethuc.i for
that day. After that, however, we went on
to Kyabram The brethren at the latter
place have determined to try a series of
open air meetings, and on :9th July we held
our first one on a vacant piece of ground in
the main street. The experiment was an
undoubted success; a great number of
people gathered and listened attentively to
the address. At the close there were
inquiries as to the dale ol our next
meeting. A lady from Kyabram B
to be immersed at Echuca next wick.
Next visited with the brethren al
Kerang East At this place we had the
opportunity of hearing a Congregational
minister discourse on the •' Relation of
Baptism to the Gospel." As the address
contained a misstatement of our position, I
reviewed it on the following Wednesday
evening At Ynrrawalla we found the
brethren well; had a good audience at the
gospel meeting.

On to Femihurst. where we held cur
usual meetings Then to Wcddcrburn.
where our yesterday's meetings embolden
us to hope that we shall sec some other#
make the good confession soon.

Wcddcrburn. 14/8/93.
W T. Ct ai mam .--Our meetings arc Bill

on the increase. We had two oi the finest
meetings yet held I-ast Sunday 43 "bn ke
bread " in the morning, and over ino pi‘-‘n‘
at night. I think the day for looking n|H ’’
the Church of Christ In tills town a'- 
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thing foreign to the Bible In its teaching has
passed away. Its influence and power is
King felt, and for the church here 1 predict
a big future, if we have faithful teaching.
The additions for the month are three by
faith and baptism.

Our first church social has just been held,
the object being to bring new members
and friends together, our esteemed Bro.
Hatty was with us. Our sisters made it a
great success.

G H Browne.—Since last report I have
spent two Lord's days at Galaquil. The
meetings have been well attended, con-
sidering the terrible state of the roads. We
have had one addition by faith and obedi­
ence.

Have also visited B.wgerang.
The last two Sundays I have spent at

Mnrtoa. where we have had fair meetings.
Bro. McCallum and Harman propose keep­
ing these meetings going, hence my anxiety
to help them.

We arc in hopes of making a stand at
Murtoa. and with the help the Horsham
brethren are willing to give, we may soon
be rewarded by some additions We hold
our anniversary at Galaquil on the 2,th
Sept., when we expert to have with us Bro.
Ewers.

Horsham. 14 8/93.
M McLellan.—During the past month

1 have continued my labors at Brighton
There is a good interest at the gospel meet­
ings. average attendance about 35. and
pleased to say that we had one addition by
laith and baptism.

«5/8/93-

FOREIGN.
F. M. Ludiikuok.

A CHRISTMAS FOX I Utt INl’IA.

Wanted— friends In every church and
Mi-.r.i<>n Band to lay themselves under con­
tribution in otder that a really sub.lanti.d
and u .c ful Christmas Box may be forwarded
to Mi.. Thompson, at Htinl.v. N II Any­
thing warm aud good in the way of cloth­
ing flannel. drc.» stull, boys' jackets, etc ,
also toy i for the juvenile* bend in by
mid November al the latest

CHINESE HO .VITALITY
On Wednesday, August 16th, about one

hundred friends tat down to tea in the
Leg-n ;.t Lecture Hall-at the invitation
of the Chineve scholars Some thirty of
the latter were pre ent toplay the pari of
entertainer, and the repast was excellent.
made conspicuous by the amount and
variety cf sweetmeats John makes a capi­
tal host, and when the viands hail dis-
appeared, he took u . thro' a programme of
t'.r.t a*d tkif!) items. We believe that
through thia spontaneous oatbur.t of grati­
tude from the hearts of the Chinese, the
cumber of car Australian friends actively
interested in iht-.r behalf has been im­
mensely increased. Mr McClean is still
asking for mere teachers. A second class­
room has now- been rented, fitted up and
occupied by the school All arc invited
to call and ;.ec the scluol in working hour*
at 8 pm seme Tuesday, Thursday, or tri-

many minutes were oflcrcd on behalf of the
divine enterprise.

THE JULY COLLECTION

was taken up with a will in many of the
churchci. While some have reluctantly—
no doubt owing to local burdens—had to
drop out for this year, other churches have
responded for the first time. The country
churches have shewn themselves both will­
ing and able Roughly speaking—as far as
Vidaria is concerned—last year j ychurchev
sent £44, while this year our treasurer has
from 33 churches received (sy. This is
praiseworthy, "all things considered" but
our expenditure will be much heavier this
year, owing to the Kanaka and Chinese
Missions, and to the support of native
preachers in India. Friends who scan our
receipts acknowledged in this is.uc will
follow us in noting two very pleasing
features, (1) that the church in North Penh
Western Australia, has sent the sum of
£4 15s. to the Kanaka Fund—a very liand-
somc L'ginnfng; and (2) £t monthly is now
being given by a brother in Victoria

Ebcnczcr" for the entire support of a
native preacher in India Can not some
other brother or sister Invest (12 or /S in
a 11 month on a native hcljicr (male or
female) ? For this small sum cw nserr can
be set at liberty to sow the good seed of the
kingdom

CHILDERS.—I am pleased to report
that the work among the Kanakas is pro­
gressing The meeting 1 held at the different
plantations have been fairly attended.
although the weather of late has been very-
wet and cold Some of the Kanakas about
Doolbi and Coraalbor have given In their
names as candidates for baptism One of
our Eromang.v brethren who assisted in the
building of the meeting place at Dcolbi
passed away on the 5th He had not been
able to attend the meetings for some time.
as he was suffering from dropsy and confined
to his hut, but whenever I visited him he
was always pleased to talk about Jesus and
His love, fie was patient thtoughoul his
illne... always thankful for any little act of
kindness shown to him. and happy to the
list. Shortly before he passed away, as his
sight was leaving him, he remarked to his
countrymen, "I no can tee longa ground;
dircdly 1 see him Jesus He aska for His
Testament," and clasping it in both hands
he held it on bls breast till he breathed his
last. As Kanakas arc not buried In cutiins,
the body was rolled up in his blanket, and
after the meeting for the breaking of bread
was over on lord's day morning we laid his
body to rest Some 50 Kanakas followed
him to the grave. John Tllusil son.

HEW SOUTH WALES DEPARTMENT

QUEENSLAND DEPARTMENT.

By A Corran, Las-.’anJ-ifro-f, E. Ihii-Jr.t.

CHARTERS TOWERS -1 am glad to
say work here is progressing very favorably.
Since Bro. lloucliin* has been amongst in
we have had 41 additions, nil of whom arc
walking orderly except two, who we arc
sorry l<» say have returned to their old paths.
This brings cur membership up to 75
During the last quarter 16 made the good
confession and obeyed the I-ord. and four
were received into fellowship who were
formerly immersed, making a total of 20 for
the quarter ....

Our morning meetings arc well attended.
often between 40 and 50 meet for breaking
of bread

The Saturday evening open air meetings
conducted by our brother arc greatly
patrunhed. and we believe great good will
come out cf the powerful addre-teudelivered
there upon different subjects of interest in
fad. we ice the good c-flcrt of them mani­
fested by the increased attendance on
Sunday evening

A few weeks ago we held our S 5- picnic
which passed oil well, every one thoroughly
enjoying themselves. Last Lord's day we
held our S S anniversary; we had a house
full of children, teachers, parents and
friends There were three short ad-Jtc les.
the singin.; was lead by Bro 11 . the
children did almost all the w. rk by enter­
taining u. by giving some good recitations
We arc glad to report three additions during
the last si* months for the S S We have
cn the n 11 at the present time 151 scholar.
..:tli ..It n ;.!! at!-ndanca if 130 at 1 OS. ’
Our hugest attendance for the year was 13 j
.ind <»ur smallest 11 We hue U teach, t»

By Arthur Harris.
41 Eliultth'itrtr. I'jddi»gte9.

LISMORE—Please Insert this os our
acknowledgement of receipt of the sum of
(20 (after some delay owing tosuspenrion cf
banks) forwarded by the brethren through
Bro Colbournc to assist uur brethren 0:1
the Richmond River who had suffered
severely by the late flucds. The brethren
who have received the help, desire tu ac­
knowledge not only the money but the
spirit which prompted the gift in time cf
need Yours in the love cf Jesus,

July 20. J P I'- Walker
ENMORE —On Monday evening Aug 7,

a social was held to celebrate the anniver­
sary of the Young Ladies* Endcavot Society.
The meeting was presided over by Bio
Watt, the programme being confined to tho
members of the cl-va, who acquitted them-
selves very creditably

The Society has a membership of 26, the
average attendance being 18. and is ably
presided over by Si* Bagley

The work is steadily moving along, large
meetings with good rc.ults. Since last
report six have made the good rente ;.n
and united with the church Bro Watt
who has already been with the church live
years has decided tu accede to the w. h c-f
the church, and has accepted another
year's engagement C A R

NEW ZEALAND DEPARTMENT.
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examination. which was held at Cook-street
chapel the last Sunday in June, was not
nearly so well attended as usual. Wc arc
pleased to report that during June two
sisters were baptised into Christ, and that
two have been added to the church nt Papa-
kurn Bro Greenwood visits the church
there periodically, and is doing a good work
there.

The members ol the Young Men's Bible
Class held their half-yearly meeting last
Thursday evening at Uro Davies' house.
About 40 members and friends were present.
After an excellent tea provided by our
Sisters Davies, Bro Greenwood presided
over a most profitable and enjoyable meet­
ing. The secretary, Bro. F. Davies (jiinr).
read the report, which was very favorably
criticised. Especially did the objclt of the
class, as expressed by the secretary, meet
with approval " To find out what is right
and tJy it is right," also to learn bow to
express their thoughts properly. During
the evening well selected readings, rcclta-

of Bro. De Nesi. He begins work thereon
the first week in September.

Bro. J. C. Dickson, who has been labor­
ing at Unley, will be remaining in South
Australia, which information will be a satis­
faction, and wc trust his earnest labors will
Ire to the turning of many to righteousness.

Sister Bell, from Freemantle, is over on a
visit, and brings latest tidings of church life
in Western Australia. She is staying some
weeks in the colony

On Aug. 3rd a meeting of the committee
of the Union of Churches of Christ in S.A
was held, when the secretary was auth­
orised to write to the secretaries of the
unions in the different colonies, asking if
they were desirous of holding the Federal
Conference this year, as suggested at the
last meeting in Sydney, and whether there
was any matter of common interest needing
consideration.

On the 14th the monthly meeting of the
SS. Union was held at Grotc-st Bro.
Win. Brooker was in the chair. There was

tions. and songs were given by the members
in a very creditable manner. And an ex­
cellent essay, entitled Thoughts on Think­
ing," was given by Bro. F. Evans.

A S. S. has been started by Brethren
Taylor and Runciman at New North road.

W. VlCKERY.
Southern Division.

Bro. J. Inglis Wright, Caigil-st, DuntJin.
CHRISTCHURCH.—church of citnisT

Sunday school—The anniversary tea and
public meeting were held in the meeting-
house, Durham-st., the building being
nicely decorated for the occasion. At six
o'clock the children and their friends sat
down to an excellent spread provided by
Mr. Crowe. At 7-30 the public meeting
began, Mr Hnnnatn, the Superintendent.
in the chair. An orchestra and the Sunday
School children, tinder the direction of Mr.
Lane, contributed several items of instru­
mental and vocal music in a very pleasing
manner. Mr. T. G. Dyson gave an address
by way of public reception to Mr. T. J.
Bull, who has come to labor fora short
treriod as evangelist with the church. Mr.
W. Crowe, on behalf of the church, made
a presentation of an illuminated address to
Mr T. G Dyson in recognition of bis
service 1 to the church. Addresses were
aEo delivered by Mr. Bull and Mr Martin
A number of prizes were distributed to the
children for attendance, good conduit. Ac
Recitations were given by Misses Denman,
l uchs, Hannim, Webster, Pattison, and
Williams, Mr Cameron, and Master
Williams Songs were given by Mrs
Wood, and Master J Mitchell Mi.-. Alice
Oakley was presented with a teacher..' Bible
in recognition of her services as organist to
the school. Thank, were tendered by the
chairman to all who had helped to bring
the anniversary services to a successful
issue

showed, number on

on roll 8—2

June 1S9J.

an attendance of eighteen The quarterly
meeting will lie held on the second Tuesday
In Sept., at Grote-st. at 7.30, when papers
will be read by John Verco, and John
Anderson. All teachers and elder scholars
are invited Brethren H. D. Smith. T. J
Gore, and Dr. Verco were appointed to set
and examine the papers for the scripture
examination in November.

! On August 171I1 the Association of Christ­
ian workers met in the Grotc-street lecture

[ hall. Bro If. D. Smith was in the chair.
; In the absence of Bro Rankinc, James

Manning ailed as secretary. The exercise .
of the evening were an analysis of a dis­
course by Bro. Cosh of Hindmarsh, a read­
ing by Bro. Harris of Alberton, a recitation
by John Fischer of North Adelaide, and an
essay Bro. Hclleur of Grotc-street. Two
new members were elected -Bro. Hooper
of Glenelg, and Bro. John McNicol of North
Adelaide. ’I he next meeting will be held
on September 28th, at 7.30, in the same
plncc. Will all our young speakers strive
to attend ?

Among the appointments for the month
may be specially noted the annual tea and
public meeting at Park-street, Unley, on ,
September 25th, which will partake some­
what of the nature of a farewell, to Bro
Dickson and a welcome to Bro. D'Nc.i; and
the anniversary service.-, at Alberton on
September 17th. Dr. Verco will lie with
the church there in the morning. T. J. Gore
in the afternoon, and J. C. Dickson in the
evening. Their public tea will be held on
Tuesday, September 19th, when the breth­
ren there will be pleased to sec as many
visitors as can possibly go.

YORK -The church here celebrated its
ninth anniversary on the 33rd and 35th
inst. On 1-ord s day we had large meet­
ings, our Bro M. Wood Green addressing
the church in the morning as well as preach­
ing in the evening.

On Tuesday following wc held our an­
nual tea. followed by a public meeting
presided over by Bro M W Green. In
addition to the chairman's addrcs-i, Brethren
Gore and Rankine alio gave us some ex­
cellent advice, which was highly appreciated
Brethren H D. Smith and Dr. Verco were

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT.

By Du I- C. Verco,J NiriA AJthiJt.

—134. After paying all necessary expenses,
our treasurer has /5 ton in hand. We
have also been able to pay the sum of
£40 off the loan on our building, leaving
amount due /3J5.

Our Sunday school work has not been
standing still, io of the scholars have been
added to the church during the year. There
arc 166 scholars and 17 teachers on the roll.

Wc arc plea ed to be able to report that
Bro. M. Wood Green has been laboring
with us during the past three months, and
has agreed to continue six months longer
with us. Our prayer is that his labors
may be crowned with success.

Thanks were accorded to the following
brethren, who during the past year had
given their valuable services in this part
of the harvest fieldBrethren Weeks,
Burns, Johnston, Alves, H. D. Smith.
Glastonbury, Gore, T. B. Verco and Dr.
Verco.

The meetings were enlivened with singing
by the choir, under the leadership of Bro.
Fiedler. W.B.

GROTE-STREET, ADELAIDE. — On
Sunday, 30th July, two made the good

I confession at the conclusion of our service,
and were baptized the following Wednesday
night.

Our Wednesday meetings are now bc!ng
fairly well attended Bro. Gore is giving a
series of addresses on prayer and prayer­
meetings in the early churches.

Aug. 14th, 1893. L.1I.V.
GLENELG.-One (a young woman)

came forward last Lord's day evening.
A.

HINDMARSH -During the month
church matters have been taking their usual
quiet course; peace and happiness prevail,
which are of themselves unspeakable bles­
sings. '1 here have been two or three con-
ft- .sions. We have been expelling greater
thing , to follow the earnest preaching of the
Word, and from the various departments of
Christian work.

Two drawbacks have been felt during the
month, namely, the deep depression and the
prevailing sickness—especially the measles
among the children Sister Hugh Smith
has been suffering some weeks In bed and
was removed to the hospital to-day, whilst
our very aged Bro G lx:a fell and fralturcd
his ribs three weeks ago, and still lingers In
bed very frail. Two aged and much re-
•.pi tied members have been called up higher
—Bro. Samuel Window and Sliter Emma
Worrell. These have finished llio warfare
and are called to their reward. Our beloved
Sister Yendell has much sorrow of heart in
seeing her husband dailv and hourly grow ing
weaker. The whole of her time and atten­
tion is occupied in nursing the sick ore. W <-’
pray for grace and strength for her and all
in a like position.

Aug 14. <?' •
PORT Pl R IE.—On August 9th we had

n social in connection with the Sunday
school, at which we spent a very pleasant
evening, the children, in all their tongs and
pieces acquitted themselves in a manner
that reflects great credit on Bro. Duncan
for his patient teaching A goodly number
, .1 * _i..! i- ..- -..><4 Gti-ruls

NORWOOD The showers of hie -in;!
have been falling upon our Church during
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the past month, and again wc can thank
God lor the great encouragement He ha.
given us in our work for Je.u-.. During the
month right have confessed the Saviour and
have been added to the saved. enr has been
admitted into our fellow ..hip from the Bap­
tists. and that have been received by letter
of commendation. Since reporting last our
aged Sisterlohns has passed from time into
eternity. Thus one by one we go.

A movement is on foot for the enlarge­
ment of our chapel and for creeling two or
three vestries We hope that everything
will be successfully carried out.

Aug. 16 A C. Rankixk.
POINT STURT.-We held our vearly

meeting on July 20, and our increase tor the
year was five by faith and obedience, and
one from the Baptists. Our membership is
now 34, and wc pray that our labors during
the present year will bring a greater increase
into our Heavenly Father's kingdom.
Financially the church is good The meet­
ings on the I-ord's day are well attended
considering the distance some have to come
and the very rough weather we sometime*
get A. W. P.

ALBERTON.—We have little to report.
with the exception that our meetings are
well attended, many strangers. We arc re­
ceiving valuable help from onr beloved
Brethren Dr Vcrco. Fischer. J Vcrco. and
many others, and though for sometime past
we have seen no visible results from the
labor put forth, wc believe that the word
shall not return void, but shall accomplish
God's will Wc intend holding our anni­
versary gathering on the 17th and 19th of
September Wc trust it may prove .a . He­
re*.. ahd that many more may come out on
the Lord's side. R. Harris

BALAKLAVA —We have had a very re-
frc.hing season Lately, following the decision
of three persons to follow Jeu. in his own
appointed way One being the rr»|xXt<d|
hu .b ind of our Si .ter Augu -I. who recently .
put on the Sai iour. another the y oungevt son
ofourc.teemed Bro Wright, the third areal- '
ous young Salvation Army soldier, w ho. upon
hearing the way of the Lord more perfectly.
wa, prepared to obey the Captain of his
' dvation As the latter look a prominent
part tn the army marches, being rather a
talented young musician, the consternation
felt in the ranks, and the inteic t of the on­
lookers may be imagined The culminating
pint came on Thur day ev< ntng last. when
the capacity cd our little chapel was found
to be quite Inadequate to hold all who
a -cmbled to twj our three brothers put
on the Lord Wc never have aen such a
large .i .? mbl.-.-.c !:• re Ik fore, and, of course.
the opportunity was taken of speaking
the truth in Itnc Two more intelligent
young men arc very near the kingdom

<):i Sunday morning our chapel was again
filled to overflowing, and the excitement
and inter- .t caused by our little revival is
'cry considerable, and. perhaps, the be.t
feature of al! L the life which seems to
have Lien imbibed by the whole church.
there taxmv tj have been a dvtirminatiun
on their part to be real live Chn-.tian*

The Wesleyan minister lulled hu cor.-
gregatmn to re.! lavt Sunday m.rfnlti,; by
preach;-.; In ra Er. kicl p- "Then I
w.ll tpnr.kle chan water upon y.-u." <tc

NORTH ADLLAIDI S - St# • • '- • ■
rccj..c.i by transfer from the church f» |
lliadmir h<-1 Aug ’j On the 1: •- r v il­
ia,’ Mr, MMalm from klding 1
I . - : th r f . t 1

the church On Aug 6th. Mis* Puplctt
conk-.x-d th- Siviotir's mm?. and *>n the
9th she ami Mi.. Ilu.*ey from Fort Elliott
were bipti.d into hi. dv uh. aril 0.1 the
nevi Lord's day received the right hind ol
fellowship Mav th; Lord keep them all
unto his eternal kingdom. On Aug 2 the
cliurchhclditsannu.il tea This year an
experiment was tried and proved very
succc-aful. The tea was limited to the
members of the church in Kermode-st,
invitations being sent to many of the mem­
bers in the country, and several of these
who were able cams down and enjoyed a
social evening with us We held it in the
chap.-l. Admission wa. free and exp-.n.e.
were defrayed by a collection, and a. u.ual
under such circumstances, more than de­
frayed. The aftcr-mc.-ting. which w i. al-.o
for members only, was really a big buxine-* •
meeting. Wc had reports from the score- I
tary of the church, and the trev.urer, and '
the Sunduy-tchool, and the Men's Bible ,
CLus, and the Women's Bible Class, and
the Dorcas Society, and the Children'» Im­
provement Clast, and the Mutual Improve­
ment Society, and the Band of Hope, and I
about the work ot Bro Fischer amoug-a the 1
German. These gave all th- in niK-r . 1
some idea oi what via. King done, and what 1
hid been done during th? year, and every I
one ol them was cheerful ami encouraging <
and stimulating ia regard to the ensuing >
vcir. There was much material in them |
for ral-ing an Ebener -r, and thanking God
and taking courage. The young people
varied and improved our proceeding > with I
a couple of put -oag 1 The church p i - id j
two very important resolution-. 1st, that in ,
September, wh.a the m rt-v .eon the pro-
petty in Archer -treet fulls due. we piy off
/■500 out of the/(>. 1 which had be. a bor­
rowed upon it, and and. that the otliccn of
thechutch be empowered to commence a
mt-eling tor worship and go,pel pu idling
m the neighborhood of North Adelaide
wherever and as mmo as ever they deetn it
advisable and pc -Able Our drpirture horn
the ordinary routine of aiiniver-.ary meetings
I roved very enjoyable, very instructive, and
rc ,ultcd in go»x! work J C V

tin the in-t two Sunday, in September.
collection* arc to K taken up for the work
among the Kanakas and the Foreign Mis­
sions Don't forget, brethren and sisters.
to wrap up your money in paper and Libel
it before it goes into the box. or the missions
will not gel it. and don't forget, thn-c who
cannot come on tho e two Sundays, cither
to -.; nd your contribution* by some one eke.
< r bring it with you the hr t time you come.
that the heathen may not K- lo'-crs by tour
abxnce a-,well asyouf-elvc. The Wcdr..
day evening special lecture will Kt on Sept

VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT.

the Sunday school in the afternoon. after
which he preaih-d the go.pel In Castle
m vine he preach I In the evening He gave
a li .lure in th'* Litter plat e on I'uc-J iy
evening, and in Barker'-* Creek on Thunday
evening Ik- addressed the char,h ua Sun­
fl iy (acth in st) in the morning, and preached
the go.pel at Maryborough, and on Monday
evening delivered his lecture on John Knox
and th-Reformuion in Scotland fieri-
pericnced great pcr.onal kindness wherever
he went.andpromisei(bcviileicontribution )
of aid in support of the V.B I

DRUMMOND —Wc are wry pleased to
say th it we hive had our dear Bru Park
among.t ui. and we were all very pleated
to see hi 1 f.ic; one? more We have h id
five meeting* for the proclamation of the
g >.pel, and arc glad to be able to report five
addition* loth - chuuh One !■> the hus­
band ol our e.tcctncd Si.b r McKoy, who
was brought t» a knowledge of the truth .v.
it i* in Jc-tii. through the many -evcrc
trial 1 they have pi 1 I through flic illr.c .
ol one ol hi* daughter* In the nndM of
our rejoicing* wc received the j.u! new suf
our Bro. Thom is Beer, who haslo.t both
of his legs by a railway accident in New
South Wale*, and it hi. cast quite a gloom
over us. and wc deeply sympathise with his
mother in her trouble, and pray fur the
Father to comfort her. W II Bi 1 k

BRUNSWICK -During the month, of
June and July Bro Hodler haa been preach­
ing the go-.pcl to really good audience.*,
iluring winch tunc there Im Ken live come
forward and confess their faith in Chn-t,
and h ive since been baptised and received
into fellowship Our Bro's preaching i*
much appn.-aci.tied hire, and we hop - soon
to have him with us again J H B

BERWICK —Two addition* tor the
month by Luth and obedience Wc have
had Bro Bryden with us lor tv o Lord's
days, addrc..-ing the chuuh in the morning
and preaching in the evening One young
woman made the good conf-., tin on the
1 jth. and another at the week night t R .lr g
following, when both were immersed We
have enjoyed Bro Bryd.n'.< vi.it — H Pail

NORTH MELBOURNE - In this por­
tion of the Lord's vineyard Bro. Ikndicl*
wood ba-, been laboring fur nine months up
to the end ol July Bru Mazvtigarb U in. w
laboring lor us, and we pray that an
abundant harvest of precious souls will be
gathered in for the M i t-r. Th.-church
lias suffered through removals of brethn n
who have Ken el great as.ijtaucc to the
church and Sunday Si hot I W J I'

MELBOURNE Tlu -end a n.cr-

cliurchhclditsannu.il
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church, and preached to a full house in
the evening. Thirr young l.ulici from
Iluninyong were baptised into Christ on con­
fessing their faith in Jc.u.. the Son of God
On Tuesday evening I addressed the meet­
ing nt the school anniversary, when a good
collcAionwas taken up for our Rescue
Hom?, On Wednesday evening I spoke on
Rescue Work at Pecl-sl , when a collcilion
was taken up on Ix/half of the Home And
on Thursday evening I gave my leiture at
Dawson-st . and our appeal for funds met
with a hearty response Bro. Morris, who
presided spoke in high terms of the work
done by the Home at such a low cost.—J P

BALI.AR AT. (Dawson-st).—The anni­
versary of the S S. was held on Aug. tst
A very substantial tea was provided for the
children, after which the church and public
were entertained, together with the school.
by an interesting programme of songs,
recitations, Ac. The musical portion was
under the able condtidlorship of Bro. Lil-
burne, and was rendered by a choir of 40
voices Miss Martin presided at the organ
Among the mod attractive parts of the per­
formance 1 were the klndcr-garten exercises
by the infants During the evening an
immense roll of paper was brought to the
presiding brother on the platform, and after
much unrolling a silver-mounted baton was
discovered, with an inscription engraved
thereon, denoting that it was the grateful
gift of the choir to Bro. Lilburne in recog­
nition of his services as leader. Bro. L
was evidently taken by surprise, and his
manner was more eloquent than his worth
in showing his appreciation Bro Davey,
the S S. Superintendent, who occupied the
chair.gave a brief speech in which Restated
that owing to removals, Ac . the school had
not grown numerically, but it was in all
other respeds healthy and flourishing. Bro
Pittman from Melbourne gave a brief
address, pointedly to parents and teachers,
encouraging the latter by narrating the fad
of his own conversion being due to an
earnest S S Teacher, though the good seed
lay dormant for seven years A good col­
lection was taken up for the Rescue Home.

mounted

iirnmi iu< d Au;

enuine t- .tcern, and of the great appret la­

under the condudlorship of
After the lantern cams the

distribution of prize 1 This was specially
o the scholars. Considering the
quality ami number of the prizes

lv ■<.»*—kab!e. Next came n presentation
Bro and Sister Ballot, consisting of a

■ Jar -« Revised Bible and a pair of gold-

MALVERN -The School Anniversary

3£obtb (Ones (Knitc Htfori

JOHNS.----- On July jist our aged Sister
Johns departed this life. Some four months
ago she was seized w ith a stroke of paralysis,
and had to take to her b~d from which she
was unable to rise again On Saturday
evening last she experienced another stroke
of paralysis which proved to be fatal. Sis
Johns was one of those simple trusting
Christians who lived for Christ She al­
ways had a word for Jesus. To her Christ
was no myth or phantom, but a blessed
reality. Her place In chapel was seldom
vacant. Her quiet, faithful, trusting life
has not been lived in vain She was 67
yearsof age. I believe Bro. Colbourne
baptised our sister many years ago at
Hindmarsh Sis Johns has gone to be
with Christ which is far better. May God
bless the daughter whom she has left behind
and the two grand-children with whom our
deceased sister lived. A. C Ranking.

REES. -Our Bro and Sister Rees have
just been called upon to part with their I
second cldc.t son, Willie. For eleven days
he had been a patient sufferer, but peace­
fully passed away to his rest on Sunday
morning, July 30th, at the age of eleven
years. Willie was much loved by all ; full
of life and hop-*; regular and attentive at
Sunday school and church: of a prayerful
spirit. On his dying bed he frequently
expressed his desire to go to be with Jesus,
until the Master's loving hand, the touch
of which always heals, lifted him up to a
more congenial clime. In the parents' hour
of dark trial we can offer no adequate
consolation, but simply point to him who
said. *' Call upon me in the day of trouble.
and I will deliver thee." Like the Thes­
salonians. they sorrow, hut " not as those
without hope.” May the thought of the
•lay when God shall wipe away all tears
from their eyes console the sorrowing
parents and friends. F. Pittman.

^cJmotalcitgntents.

KANAKA MISSION FUND.
Money received personally. with thanks

—Sunday school. Wellington, N Z , per
Bro Gray, £2: Church meeting al Bro.
O'Brien's. Maryborough. Q . £2

John Thompson.

RESCUE HOME.
Received with many thanks:—S., Euroa.

collecting card. Jo/-; Church. Birchip, per
Mr. J. Goudie. to/-; Church, Dinyarrak,
3/6; Str John While. Hobart. Tas. £2,
Church. Bendigo. £1 5s ; A Sister. Lygon-
street, £x ; A Thank-ottering. Malvern. £x ;
Mr James Saunders. Roma. Queensland.
/i is . Mr Philip Brown. Roma, Queens-
land,/1 is ; Mrs Buller. Polkemmct, £\ ;
Mrs. Kirk. Sec WCT.U. io/-. Church,
Dawson-strcct, Ballarat—collections at S S
anniversary and tenure on Rescue Work,
/s 101 Col at lecture. Peel-street. Balia-
rat. h/a; Mrs l-cbcan. Dawson street, Bal­
larat to/-, A Friend. Ballarat, J<>; Mn
Kirk.’ Sec. WCT.U. 5'< A Brother,
I.v gon street, 2. Mr and Mrs Bogle,
Kangaroo Hat. <'•; Mr W linger Haw­
thorn. -• Mr*. Robertson, 2'6; Lol card.
Mi . < lllvt r, 1 irnihur-t, / 1 ip . A l ri< nd.
/..I t-<,l 1 ard. Mr <! 11 Tewksbury,

Miss Kelly, Malvern. 6/9; A Sympathiser,
Carlsruht*. £i ; Miss F. Huntsman, Mal­
vern, 2/-: May and Millar's Foundry,
Horsham, per J. Gould. 10 -; A Few
Friends, Malvern. £5 ; Proceeds of lecture
by Bro. Little, Fernihurst, £x ; A Brother
in South Australia, to/-; Col. card, Elsie
Mann. Kaniva. J2(6; Sister Lloyd, per Mr.
Philip Browne. Roma.Q., £1 is.; A Friend.
per Mr. Benn, Minyip. £1 ; Col. box.
North Richmond Church, 8/1; A Friend.
Swanston-strcet, 10,'-.

Airlie Avenue, Armadale. J. Pittman.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
To August 20th : — (K) Church. Impression

Bay. Tas . £2; Church, Cheltenham, per
Bro. Barnett, £1 5s.; Church, Red Hill, 6/-;
(K) Church, Sydney, N.S.W. (per E. Gole),
£2 12s. nd.; (K)Church. Enmorc,N.S.W.,
13'-; (K) Church. Morce (per Wm Winter)
£1 is. 6o.; Church. Sydney (per E. Gole),
£5 is 6d ; Church, Enmore. £y 8s.;
Church, Oamani, N.Z.. £2 15s. 6d.; Church,
Spring Grove, N Z.. £2 2s.; Church. Ber­
wick, £1 ioj ; (K) do. do., £1 10s. 3d.; (K)
Church, North Perth, W.A. (per Bro. Bell),
£4 15s.; Church, Y.vrravillc, 8/9; Church,
Bream Creek. Tas . £2 6s. .jd.; Church, Yar-
rawalla, 6/-; Church. Hoteo North, N.Z.,
10/-; " Elcazcr," £1; (B) Col. boxes,
Toolanga, per R. J. Clow, 3'4; Bro. W.
White. Gafaquil, 10/-; Sis. Miller, £2: (B)
Doncaster S S , 16 -, Bro. W. J. Dickson,
5/-; Bro. Funston, Berwick, 5/-; (B)
Polkcmmett col boxes, 8/6; •'Ebcnezer,"
£1. (B), Benevolent Fund; (K), Kanaka
Mission. With thanks,

W. C. Thurgood, Treasurer.

VICTORIAN RELIEF COMMITTEE.
Received with thanks 1/-, Sister

Hardy, Prahran; 10-, Bro J. Collings,
T.tradalc. I chest tea. Bro. Edwards; I
load of wood, Bro. W C. Thurgood, 2 sacks
flour. Bro. W. Cust; 4 parcels containing
2 blankets and underclothing from Don­
caster donors, names unknown; 3 bags
vegetables and potatoes, Bro. Penney, Chel­
tenham ; 1 bag vegetables, Bro. Hayes,
Cheltenham; 1 bag vegetables, Uro Monk.
Cheltenham; 2 bags vegetables, Bro Tuck,
Cheltenham. W. C. CraIGIE, Tress.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND
Swanston-strcet (including £5 from Bro.

C. G Lawson), £8 5s.; Drummond, per
Sis Isabella Gilmour, 10/7; N. Fitzroy, |*r
Sis Railton. £\ ioi ; St. Kllda, per Si* E
Hill, 10/-; Surrey Hills, per Sis Cust. 8'J :
Collingwood, per Sis. Rowles, 14'j; Haw­
thorn. per Sis Bosher, 12/3; Sis. Executive.
6,8; Cnurch, Kyabram, £i 15s ; Gem-
brook, per Sis. S Smcthurst, £1 8 . ; Sts-
Stevenson, St. Kllda. £ 1; Yarrawalla. /•»
10s.; Wimmera United E. Fund. £xV>'.
Corowa and Wahgunyah (including £7 Ioi
from Uro Wm Howard. Gombargana), £0
6s. 8d ; Bro Jno Gilmour, Tallarook, £1 •
Interest on bank deposit, £1 4s. ad ; War-
racknabcal, £10; Toolamba. £1; Port R*“O'«
£1 103 ; Bro. G J. Bogle, Kangaroo Hat,
10 Total, £6j is. 7d.

\V. C. Thurgood, Treasurer.
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W. BROWN,

• Sign Writer, Decorator & Painter,
X45 QUEENSDERRY STREET,

FOUND!

|JHS. TStcess,
OUTFITTER,

3+ ERROL STREET,
ESTIMATES GIVEN FOR REPAIRS.

T. W. SKEHAN,

NORTH MELBOURNE
Oppot! Io Dank of Victoria.

PRACTICAL

Upholsterer and Cabinet Maker,
AND

general furnishing warehouse.
CORNER OF

ELGIN 4 RATHDOWNE STREETS, CiBLTOH.

Reliable Furnishing Estimates Given.
DESIGNS SUBMITTED.

A *e!l-«r!eeteJ Stock cf Drawing. Dlntnt and
Dr- lroc:a Selin, Dedstcadi, Cctt and Dcdd.nr. 1 er- |
aanbclaxcn, Oudcth, LLttclcruca, Fender* and Iron*. |

CaHzca and North CarUos Tra=» F*M Waicho=aa._

NORTH MELBOURNE

BEST OF= FELL.

PARKIN’S

PURL ROLLER.

"Trlumpbat" Self-Raising

EPPING DAIRY.
in FENWICK ST.. NORTH CAULTON

B. HORNER,
Wholesale and Retail Dairyman

Pure Milk delivered twice a day,
4d. per Quart-

KING, KING & CO.,
8o & 8a ERROL STREET,

NORTH MELBOURNE

WHOLESALE AND RETAIL

Drapers, Merchaht Tailors,
And HOUSE FURNISHERS.

IL GRAY'S (U.S. America)
ACME ELECTRIC BELT

SINGLE AND DOUBLE BATTERY.
Tlsey are ccnifcrtablo to "far. reliable anj durabX
and relieve and cure all blood an J crrinlc d.ieaaea.
tuck ai debility, cincot rrcrtrailn, djrje; ala, ccn-
ctljatlca, lher and arlnal troubles, hidx-y com­
plaint*, crate!, piralyil*, tbeumnUm. aelatlta,
neural ilia, tlccpIcitneM, cold fret and Landa, (ita
rciull if lad circulation cf Hood), etc.

bend ter particular* to
HADDOW A SON, S.UAgnti.

rjo Qviixtnaaar Srattr, Notrtr Mciasuaai.
Corti ijcnJince to be aJJzav-cd —

“JAMIAS IIADDOW <-,o. Iladdow and Sen."

E. A. PETHERICK & Co.
Booksellers & Publishers.

MELBOURNEt
ESO «V ESS Bourku St.

SYUNEYr
EEE Gooruc* Stri'ct,

ABELAIlJEt
J-14 Riindlv Street.

Agents for Ruskln'e Works.

CraBc lists UssiicO ixicclilv.

T. GREIG- BAKER AND PASTRYCOOK,
. 4oQ SWAN STREET, BURNLEY.

bkkad madb from bbst roli.fk fi.uuk.
runlllcs waited on for Orders Melbourne and Duburbs.



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD.

GOODALLS TEAS
Wonderful Values, 1/1, 1/3, 1/6, 1/9, 2/- per lb.

These Prices at the Quality supplied are really Wholesale Quotations, A Trial
will convince of the Truth of our assertion.

Our “Delightful” 1/6 TEA, Once Used Always Used, Obtainable Only at
15 SWANSTON STREET.

GOODALL & 02 We Unite Producer and Consumer at
Least Possible Cost.

To Lady Lodi.

AWARDED KEDALS AND CERTIFICATES AT VARIOUS EIBIBIIIMS.

MISS WARLAND
(LATE MRS. ATKINSON.)

CORSET AND BELT MAKER, AND UNDERCLOTHIER,
150 COLLINS ST., A1LL11OURNU

(llctwerti Swantton auJ Rumll-ilicctr)
Full particulars with instructions for Self-measurement forwarded on application

Imported Corsets at lowest prices. Long Waists a speciality. C B in great variety.
Thomson's. Invigorator with shoulder Braces. CP. a La I’ircne. Izod's. Madame
Cave's Corset mid Helt Combined Sensible Bodices without bones for ladies and
children Shoulder Braces, 5 • and 7,6, ur.cquall* d Elastic Stockings, etc.

WARKWORTH HOUSE
Upper Queen Street,

A UCKLAND.

Private

Board: and: Residence
CONVENIENT FOR BUSINESS PEOPLE.

Hwy attention fal.1 to 1'iiitors, tilth all Hcrtt
Comforts, Hath, tte.

TISRMH MOQEKATE.

flftrs. JJGowcn, [proprietress

UP + TO + DATE I!
The History and Mystery of GhPistadelphianistn.

By DAVID KING, of Birmingham, England, Editor of the “Bible Advocate."
This is a neat pamphlet of 32 pages, printed on toned paper, with heavy paper cover. The Christadclphians ar
very persistent in circulating their literature, and often from lack of information as to their real position, H u
much harm. If you want to know Who, and What the Christadclphians are,and Where they came from, You
get it briefly in this pamphlet. It is short and to the feint. In order that this little book may be circulated when
the Christadelphian literature is sent, we arc selling it very cheap.

SINGLE COPY, 3d.
SIX COPIES - - 1/9 I TWENTY-FOUR COPIES :i°
TWELVE COPIES- - 2/- ' FIFTY COPIES - - Ol"

POSTACE FREE.

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING GO., 528 ELIZABETR-STREET, JVIEhBOURNE-


