
(Current ®npirs.

ACRED BOOKS OF
THE EAST. — Mr.
Moncure D. Conway,
says the Christian Leader,
who has been in the

habit, in his pulpit minis­
trations, of admitting Con­

fucius, Plato, Zoroaster and the
Vedas, with perhaps other writings,
on equality with the Scriptures, has
made a tour of India, and records,
among the results of his observa­
tions, the following:—

“ On my book shelves you will
find copies of the sacred books of
the East, over which I have pored
and exulted for years. The noble
aspirations of those writers, the
glowing poetry of the Vedas, the
sublime imagery of their seers, have
become part of my life. But when
I went to the great cities of India,
the pilgrim sites to which throng
every year millions of those who
profess to follow the faith of the men
who wrote those books, and mingled
with the vast procession of norship­
pers at the shrines sacred to the
deities whose praises arc sung by
the Hindu poets, then, alas! the
contrast between the real and the 
ideal was heart-breaking. In all
those teeming myriads of worship­
pers .not one man, not even one 

woman, seemed to entertain the
shadow of conception of anything
ideal or spiritual or religious, or even
mythological, in their ancient creed.
Not one glimmer of the great
thoughts of their poets and sages
lightened their darkened temples.
To all of them the great false god
which they worshipped, a hulk of
roughly carved wood or stone, ap­
peared to be the authentic present­
ment of some terrible demon or in­
visible power who would treat them
cruelly if they did not give him some
melted butter. Of religion in a
spiritual sense there is none. If you
wish religion, you will not find it in
Brahminism."

Yes, it is somewhat inexplicable
that, in the midst of the “ glowing
poetry of the Vedas" and ‘'the sub­
lime imagery of their seers," and
with every opportunity to feed on
“ the noble aspirations of those
writers," those pagans have not been
raised up to a recognition of the
“ ideal" of those great philosophers.
Why don't Mr. Conway tell the
reason of this stupendous failure ?
The prophet of God could give him
the reason in these words : " Where
no vision is [no revelation], there the
fcofle f-erish." The problem is solved.

P
OPERY. — Nearly sixty years

ago Ira ncus Prime, then editor
of the New York Observer, a

man of unusual candour and super­

ior scholarship, made the following
declarations, which are as true now
as they were then:—

" Popery is a political system—
despotic in its organisation, anti­
democratic and anti-republican, and
can not therefore co-exist with
American republicanism.

“ The ratio of the increase of
popery is the exadl ratio of the de­
crease of civil liberty.

•' The dominance of popery in the
United Stales is the certain destruc­
tion of our free institutions.

" Popery, by its organisation, is
wholly under the control of a foreign
despotic sovereign.

“ Popery is a union of Church and
State; nor can popery exist in this
country in the plenitude of power
which it claims by divine right, and
which, in the very nature of the
system, it must continually strive to
obtain, until such a union is con­
summated. Popery, on this ground,
therefore, is destructive of cur re­
ligious as well as of our civil liber­
ties.

“ Popery is more dangerous and
more formidable than any power in
the United States, on the ground
that through its despotic organisa­
tion, being wholly under foreign
control, it can have no real sym­
pathy with anything American. The
funds and the inti Heel and the in­
triguing experience of all d jwtic
Europe, by means of agents organ­
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ised throughout our land, can, at
any time, be brought in aid of the
enterprises of foreign powers in this
country."

a
 CAMPBELL ON PAPACY.
• — About sixty years ago

Alexander Campbell, editor
of the Millenial Harbinger, a man of
extraordinary acuteness of intellect,
and who seemed to see into the far
future almost with the eye of an
inspired prophet, put upon record
the following words:—

“ Were I to be asked what is the
darkest and most ominous cloud in
our national heavens, unhesitatingly
1 would answer: ' Slavery as now
established by law.'

“Again, were I asked for the next
most inauspicious and portentous
cloud in our political horizon, I must
with equal promptitude, reply: 'The
rapid growth of a popish empire in
the bosom of the republic.'

“ Popery is naturally, necessarily
and essentially despotic, cruel and
implacable. It constitutionally claims
a sovereignty over, not only the
secular sword, but over everything
on earth—thought, language, action,
spirit, soul, body and estate. It
regards itself as the heir of all
earthly things, and, as by a right
divine, and irrevocable, the only
earthly king of kings and lord of
lords. Its motto is: ‘The empire
of the globe, or nothing.’ The law
of gravity will cease toad sooner
than this superstition sleep on this
side of absolute dominion.

“ It can not be the guest in any
land; it must be the host. It claims
to be the Church, the only Church
in which there is salvation; and
that as Jesus Christ is in heaven
head over all things for the Church,
so Ills vicar of Rome is to be—jure
divino—the head over all earthly
things for the sake of the Church, in
which alone salvation t an lie found.
“It can not be cured; man can 

not wash the Ethiopian white, nor
change the leopard's spotted skin.

“ While popery lives, it must
reign. It is the soul, the very life
of the system, and take away from
it these attributes and nothing re­
mains.

“ The words of those extracts are
not the words of fanatics or enthusi­
asts or alarmists who cry ‘ wolf,
wolf ’ where there is no wolf; but of
highly enlightened judicial and
thoughtful men, who, as watchmen
on the ramparts of Americanism and
Protestantism, sound the warning
signal of the approach of the foe
coming over the distant hills and
plains. What clear-sighted seers
they were I I low plainly their horo-
scopic sketch through that long
stretch of years is defined to our
eyes in our more recent country's
history—of the coming foes come
and laying close siege to the citadel
of American liberty I "

j£jIIE PARLIAMENT OF RE-
LIG IONS.—The Bible Advocate
gives the following extraCis

from various sources regarding the
Parliaments of Religions lately held
at Chicago:—
THOSE “ PARLIAMENT PALAVF.REHS."

If any of the representatives of
the “historic faiths," exhibited at
the recent “Parliament of Rc-
ligions" at Chicago, have been
converted to the Christian religion,
the fad has not been made public.
Our own notion is that none of them
were shaken in their faith. On the
contrary, such was the deference
paid them by the humbugged
Americans, and such the evident
sympathy of the daily prcss wi(h
every utterance calculated to weaken
the Christian Church, that every
heathen went home profoundly con­
vinced that his religion was as good
as any. One writer says, “ the only
probable good will be in a more
tolerant spirit in the future." Cer­
tainly I The parliamentary pa- 

laverers will be more tolerant in the
future toward paganism. That is
already confessed. There is more
good in heathendom than we thought
—something nearer akin to our re­
ligion than we imagined—many arc
ready to say. And the flattered
priests will have much more con­
tempt for foreign missionaries than
ever. Having been to Chicago and
enthroned on an equality with Chris­
tians from all climes, they ought to
feel contempt for anyone who under­
take to convert them.

Memphis Christian Advocate.
CHRISTIANITY AND OTHER RELIGIONS.

“ ‘ The Parliament of Religions’
in Chicago has no doubt served a
useful purpose. We do not suppose
that tire pleas of the representatives
of Buddhism, Brahmanism, Mo­
hammedanism, or any other Asiatic
ism, made a single convert to their
faiths, nor do we suppose that the
pleas of the Christian orators made
anyjimprcssion upon the representa­
tives of these foreign religions that
will ever lead to the acceptance of
Christianity. Indeed, we fear that
the diverse statements of the belief
held in Christian lands given by
men all supposed to be Christians,
yet so far apart as Cardinal Gib-
bohs, Dr. J. II. Barrows, Rev, Mr.
Momerie, of London, Lyman Ab­
bott, and T. W. Higginson, will
convey the idea to these children of
the Orient that Christianity is a
congcric ot contradictions, or an
impenetrable maze of cloud and
mystery. We do not believe that a
statement of Christian faith, as
ring-straked and steaked ns Jacobs
cattle, has served, or could serve, to
commend the superiority of Chris­
tianity to this mottled array of the
representatives of the world's re­
ligions. We do not look for any
movement, from the great opposing
faiths, toward Christ as the result of
this Chicago Congress."

-Cm Evangelid.
“ONLY a LITTLE INFERIOR.”

One of the characteristics of tbc
new criticism, and one that is daily
becoming more conspicuous, is ,ts
tendency to regard the Christian
religion as only one of the true re­
ligions of the world, while it recog­
nises heathen religions as only a
little inferior to ours. Professor
Sunday, of Oxford, is one of
most conservative of this school/”
critics, but even hr in his iccitd
work, “ The Orach . <>1 God,”
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presses himself on the point ns
follows; “ I can not bring myself—
there ; really nothing in the history
of Christianity to compel me to bring
myself—to di vide religions absolutely
into true and false." (P. 94,) 1
suppose, then, that lie can not bling
himself to regard the Christian re­
ligion as absolutely true, for then he
would be compelled to divide re­
ligions into one of absolute truth,
and the others something else. I
suppose that the something else
would be partly true, and that he
so regards all heathen religions.
It would be interesting to hear him
point out in any heathen religion the
part that is stridily true. If they
contain one true conception of God,
or sin, or of the method of recovery
from the guilt and practice of sin, I
think that it has escaped the notice
of all missionaries in heathen lands.
7. II'. McGarvey, Christian Standard.
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Peace, Purity, Unity, Love, Power. 

BAPTISTS AND DISCIPLES.

have been read with considerable
interest by members of both organi­
sations, and whatever opinions may
be held regarding the positions
taken, there will only be one in
reference to the very friendly man­
ner in which the "Symposium" has
been conducted. We arc not san­
guine, however, that the " Sympo­
sium" will do much good in the
way of promoting practical unity,
but rather imagine that the plain
and candid statement ol the differ­
ences existing between the two will
accentuate the necessity (until some
change takes place) for maintaining
separate churches.

It will be noticed that all the
writers touch very lightly upon the
lesser subject and deal almost en­
tirely with the greater. The ques­
tion as to the policy or wisdom of
“ maintaining separate churches near
one another" is very soon merged
into the consideration of the possibi­
lity of union on a large scale. This
could not well be otherwise, as very
little consideration will show that
the conditions which would make
union possible in one place, ought
if sound and valid, make it equally
possible in every place. If it were
possible for union to take place in
all cases where the two bodies
existed in the same city, town or
village, then it would be absurd for
Baptists and Disciples to exist as
separate organisations anywhere.
We, therefore, think the general
question of unity was the only one
that could be considered with any
degree of propriety.*

It is somewhat singular that while
our papers in these colonics are de­
voting space to the consideration of
union between Baptists and Disciples
the same thing is taking place in our
papers in America. Evidently in
both places there is a feeling that
disunion :• at variance with New
T<. lament teaching, ami tin con­
sciousness o! this has probably

moved both bodies to do something
in the direction of making disunited
Christendom " one body," and as
Baptists and Disciples have more in
common than other religious bodies
it is only natural that a desire for
union should find expression in some
form or other. Whether this desire
is more than superficial remains to
be seen. Probably underlying it will
be found the Church of England
idea of unity, viz.: " We are the
true church, therefore, come over to
us.” From one point of view this
method has the advantage of sim­
plicity, but from another, it has the
fatal objection attached to it, that it
won’t work. Nevertheless, we re­
gard it as a distinct gain to Christ­
ianity that sectarian bitterness
should have subsided to such an
extent as to make it possible for the
union sentiment to find audible ex­
pression.

It would lie a mistake to suppose,
from the expressions found in the
" Symposium," that there is any
immediate prospect of a union being
consummated between the Baptists
and Disciples. The points of differ­
ence brought out by the different
writers forbid our entertaining any
such hope. True, Messrs. Whale
and Porter cannot see in these dif­
ferences any insuperable barrier to
union, but they only arrive at this
state of mind by ignoring the diffi­
culties which undoubtedly exist—a
very simple and convenient process
no doubt, but one which if acted
upon would not be unity in the real
sense of the word. It would be
union without unity, and therefore
would not achieve the object sought
to be accomplished. There is no
doubt that in both bodies there is a
goodly number who are quite al one-
on all main and essential particulars,
and the union of tht .<• would I e a
comparatively easy matter, but wx
arc afraid that the main body un
both tides arc wedded to attain
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ideas which they regard as vital,
and in connciflion with which the
idea of surrender or compromise
will not be entertained. With such,
union is not possible, and no amount
of force or persuasion will bring
them nearer to each other. The
only hope under these circumstances
is that in course of time the truth
will be rendered so clear as to be
apprehended equally by both, and
thus the dividing wall will be broken
down and unity consummated. In
order that this time may be hastened,
it is well that leading men in the
respective organisations should dis­
cuss in a friendly way the doctrinal
differences which at present are a
barrier to unity. It cannot be ad­
mitted for a moment that the truth
on these matters is not capable of
discovery by men of ordinary intelli­
gence and discernment. This being
so, it follows that every endeavour
should be made to elicit the mind of
the Spirit on these subjects. In our
opinion, a step in the direction of
union has been made, when both
sides understand exactly what it is
that divides them, for then and not
till then is it possible to compare
notes with a view to discovering on
which side, if either, the truth is to
be found. Messrs. Mead and Webb
have done good service by stating
in a distiuft and concise manner
what in their opinion constitute the
chief difficulties in bringing about
the union of the two bodies. And
while we feel that in the statement
of them, division is emphasised, we
we also feel that it is better to know
the worst to that the proper reme­
dies may be applied to effecfl a cure.

Next month we will further con-
sider the “ Symposium," and will
give attention to the doctrinal differ­
ences which our Baptist brethren
have given prominence to. In the
meantime we arc certain that the
“ Sympouinm " will be the means of
bringing Baptists and Disciples into 

more friendly relationship, and while
we cannot say that the Disciples
will not start a cause where a Bap­
tist one already exists, we think wc
can safely say that the existence of
one in any township in the country
would influence us to some extent in
choosing another field, if such could
be done without injury to our own
body.

/loirs.
Bro. Picton.—The conference this year

was honored with the company of this
pioneer disciple. We did not hear very
much from him, but wc enjoyed his com­
pany much. He has now left Melbourne
for Sydney, and in a few days starts for
New Zealand, where he ex ped a to spend
pome time in lecturing on Christian Evid­
ence.

Conference Year-Book.—For the fir^t
time in the history of our colonial churches
a Year-Book Is to be published containing
a full report of all our annual meetings. As
only brief reports arc to be published in our
papers, it is hoped that this book will have
a wide circulation. The number printed
will depend somewhat on the orders re­
ceived before going to press, so it is hoped
that all who Intend to avail themselves of
this means of information will send in their
orders in the course of the neat few days.
For full information concerning the matter
will be found on our back page

A Strange Scene.- In St Paul's Church
of England, Moonec Ponds, about three
weeks ago an incident occurred which
speaks for itself, A candidate was seeking
admission Into this particular church, who
had net becu sprinkled in infancy The
young lady asked to be immersed after the
manner of the primitive disciples. After
exhausting all the powers of persuasion
of which he was possessed, the minister
consented to attend to the ordinance in the
way desired by the candidate When the
evening arrived the house was full of people,

. a temporary baptistery was placed on the
platform, an assisting minister was in at­
tendance, and the clergyman in charge pro­
ceeded to give an address. It was short
and sharp. After reading the passages, or
many of them, in the New Testament, with
which we are familiar. He stated most
emphatically that there wav not a single
one of them leaching infant sprinkling, and
that the scholarship <>l the world were
agreed that the Immersion of adults was
undoubtedly the practice of the primitive
church. We leave thia matter here fur our

readers to draw their own conclusions, by
simply adding that St. Paul's is one of the
oldest churches about Melbourne, r.nd that
Mr. Berry the minister is noted for his
learning.

Women's Franchise Longue.—Wc
have now in the city of Melbourne a
“ League " whose aim is to secure the vot­
ing power for the Victorian ladies. If the
reports in the city papers be anywhere near
the truth, their first meeting was a comical
one. The Argur reports:—•'Having opened
the proceedings with prayer, the meeting
dashed into business with a rapidity some­
what startling to those used to the dry-as-
dust formality and bald oratory which form
the inevitable preliminary to any masculine
business. There was no initiatory speaking
and the eledion of office-bearers began at
once. For secretary the name of a Mrs.
Jackson was proposed. There was a pause,
brokenby the mild enquiry, "But do you
know whether Mrs. Jackson will accept the
position ?" This somewhat staggered the
chairwoman. "Are you Mrs. Jackson?"
she enquired with tome hesitancy. "Oh
no. I’m Mrs. M'Rac," whereupon doubt fell
upon the meeting, relieved after a pause by
the uprising of a lady in a white dress, who
anounccd timidly, " I'm Mrs. Jackson."
Two minutes afterwards she was sitting al
an occasional table, armed with an
inkstand and a sheet of fookcap, and
taking mlnntcs as though she had been
so occupied for the last ten years. Next
the objects of the meeting were riad
The league was to bo based on tho lines of
Christianity and morality, and then tuof
that plaguy question of morality which
caused such heart-burning in thu Australian
Natives Association. The apple of discord
came from the back of the ball. "How
would Christianity afied Jewish ladles?"
That was the question. The chairwoman
ventured to think that Christianity and
morality were qualifications of membership
to which no one could objed. Another lady
suggested that all that was required was
that members should be good women -true
women. True morality, she considered.
embodied everything that a true woman
could wish to understand. Another, lady
pointed out that a Second Women's Suf­
frage League had refused to amalgamate
with this one because these religious ques­
tions were dragged in. Without wishing to
hurl the feelings of any one present she
thought that the meeting had belter stick
to the purpose for which it had been called
So far the treble then the bass joined ia
Mrs. Press moved that the words " Christ­
ian principles" should be preserved, dnev
the object of the league was to carry cut the
golden rule, • Lovn one another ' Immc
diatdy a gentleman nt the kick of the hall
retaliated by the assertion that the . ■ • •
were no more Christian than Drahmani-tic
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or Buddhist. The be it men in advancing
morality and social reforms had not been
Christians. Why not drop Christianity and
adhere to morality ? The next male speaker
inquired plaintively whether, if he joined
the league, a committee of ladies would pull
him to pieces to see whether he was moral.
If it came to a question of morals they
would have to turn ont every member in
the House. Their business was to get the
vote and leave morals alone. Finally.
the question was settled by adopting the
rules and regulations • without any
addition.' and peace once more reigned.'•
The last male speaker was rather hard on
members of parliament, and we only hope
he is mistaken

Quccnslando Congratulation. — A
letter from Bro. Fischer as president of the
Queensland Conference was received by the
Vidorian Conference secretary, but owing
to the Easter Holidaysit was not delivered
until after the conference was closed, hence
was not read to the meeting This will
account for its not appearing in the report.

Victorian Homo Mission— The follow­
ing is a summary of the reports submitted
to conference regarding the labors of thp
various evangelists:—\V. I). Little.—Bap­
tisms 14, formerly immersed 7, church
organised :. W. T. Clapham —Baptisms
36, formerly immersed 1, church organised
i. W. W. Tomlinson.— Baptisms 34.
formerly immersed 3. G. II. Browne.—
Baptisms 2:, formerly Immersed 12. restored
j, church organised t. M. McLellan,
conference secretary and financial agent.—
Baptisms 4. This gives a total for the year
of 89 baptisms, 22 formerly immersed, j
churches organised.

Christian Union.—Now that our Bap­
tist brethren and ourselves arc discussing
the question of union, the following from an
American secular paper will be of interest:

" The local churches of the Baptist and
Christian nr Disciple denominations arc
sharing in the excitement which has been
occasioned generally throughout the coun­
try by the movement looking to a union
between these churches. It teems to have
had its origin in the West, but has been
spreading eastward until the discussion of
the proposition Isas reached the Atlantic
coaat. That branch cl the Baptist church
which is involved numbers in the United
States nearly 4,000,000 communicants, while
the Christian church has a membership
numbering almost 1,000,000. The move­
ment is an important one, for should a
union between these churches be effeded it
is probable that other brandies of the Bap­
tist church will be brought into it, thus add­
ing 2.000.000 members to the united church,
and fanning the largest body in the country.
The Basis of Union First—Wlut i»
the grand aim. whit i. list- prime purpose. 

what is the distind mission of the people
known as the Disciples of Christ? The
answer is: To unite in a loving brotherhood
Christians of every name and creed and
peculiar usage. Second —In what way do
the Disciples propose to bring about this
union of the people of God ? The answer
is: By persuading them to be satisfied with
the religion of Jesus as He gave it to man­
kind and as it is described on the pages of
the New Testament. Third—Towhat ex­
tent do the Disciples propose a restoration
of primitive Christianity—the Christianity
of the apostolic age? The answer is: Its
dodrines, its ordinances, its fruits; or in
other words, itf creed, its ritual, its life.
Fourth—What is the nature of the union
for which the Disciples labor ? The answer
is: It is spiritual It consists in a simple
childlike faith in the Son of God and an
implicit unquestioning obedience to His
every requirement. Devotion to the Son of
God in heart and in life must bo such aa to
cause the disciples to lose sight of and in­
terest in everything and every person but '
Him, the peerless One, and His commands
Fifth—Is such a union practicable ? The
answer is: Yes Such a union existed
under the ministry of the inspired apostles
and can exist again if Christians will only
be satisfied with what God xays in these
latter days by His Son Is such a union
practicable ? Yes. For Jehovah has de­
creed that the Christ shall have the heathen >
for His inheritance and the uttermost
parts of the earth for His possession. But
thh result can only be secured with
a hearty spiritual union with the Christ,
and ro with each other, of those
who recognize Christ's ownership ip them,
Differ on the Value of Baftism.—
Some local clergymen of these denomina­
tions were seen yesterday in regard to the
matter. Rev L. C. Barnes of the Fourth
Avenuo Baptist church said: * Under the
congregational polity of the Baptist church
about all that could be done toward uniting
these churches would be to establish doser
fraternal relations between them. Some
members of the Disciple church arc very
near to uj in their beliefs and some aru a
great way off. So far as our miision relates
to baptism, it is a protc.t against the undue
emphasis which has been laid on baptism
by a considerable part of the Christian
world. Baptists believe and always have
belie veil that the rite of baptism can in co
sense originate or contribute to the origina­
tion of right character before God. In
ether words, it has no aazing virtue II is
purely an expression and emblem of right
character which has previously begun
Hence Baptists base always insisted that
the baptism of people without their will 11
racanhiglciv and useless, as fcr instance the
baptism of infants bomoef tho Disciples,
originally m *.i uf them, sicnr 1 Io attn

buto saving virtue to the act of baptism In
so far as that is still true of them they are
the antipodes of Baptists Baptists never
could yield an inch in favor of the view that
baptism is a saving ordinance Disciples
and Baptists arc substantially at one in this
that they have no binding creeds but appeal
solely to the Scriptures as a standard of
faith and pradice In the sense in which
Presbyterians and Episcopalians use the
word there can be no union among Con­
gregational churches. They only unite
for purposes of fraternity, and especially
for the prosecution of aggressive work,
but not for legislation or adjudication "
He Favors the Union.—Mr. Street, of
the Mount Washington Baptist church,
said, " 1 favor this union, If wo may call it
that, just as 1 am in favor of union generally
among the branches of the Christian
church. The lime will come, I think, when
all the Presbyterian bodies will be united
in one, all the Methodist brandies in one.
and consolidation made wherever II is pos­
sible. From thh standpoint it seems to me
that the Baptist and Disciple churchci
which for the moit part hold the tamu
views on the tub] cd of baptism, can be
unital. Of course It will require some
time to complete the arrangemnts and re­
move the the difficulties which arc in the
way, but the thing is not impossible. That
the effect would be good if the union were
properly formed there can bo no doubt "
Another local Baptist minister has but little
faith in the movement. He said: “Bap­
tists will not give up their name. There
are too many hallowed associations cluster­
ing around It, and it has too much of history
to part with it. The Disciples cannot
well abandon their name, os it represents
the very fundamental principle of their or­
ganisation So, whatever agreement could
be arrived at in regard to matters cf faith,
it seems to me the choice of a name
for the united church would require
a great many years for consideration.*
J. R. McWanc, of the Hazelwood Christian
church, believes hi union whenever it can
lie cficcted without the abandonment uf any
principle for which his church testifies
Until this can be dune ho h content to bear
the name 'Christian,'which the friends of
Jesus bore in apostolic days. '

M. W. Qrccn.- A letter was tcaJ from
M W Green at the Conference expres-Jvo
of gratitude fur the interest evinced by Vic­
torians towards him in his illness. Ho
pointed out, however, that as God had
blessed him with grown-up sons wbo were
willing to a- -lit him, and as Bro MacalHslcr
was not so favourably situated, be L T un­
able to avail him-zll of the gencreaity cl
any who might feel dirpcscd tu respond to
the appeal I he secretary instructed
to convey the sympathy ut the C. :.!.-r.r..c
to Brethren Green ar. 1 Mac xllsur.
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The Growth of the Disciples —Says
the Tntt Proliant.Chicago:—"The popula­
tion of the United States in the last ten years
Increased 24 per cent , and the church
membership increased nearly 4 per cent.
more than the population. During the
same period lhe Methodists increased 30
per cent., Congregatlonalists 33 per cent.,
Lutherans 68 per cent, from large Scandi­
navian Immigration, the Disciples 83 per
cent , and Jews t6o per cent., largely from
Hungary, Poland and Russia. The Pres­
byterian church Increased 40 per cent , 16
per cent, more than lhe population and 10
per cent, more than Methodism." The
foregoing statement, published in the Phila­
delphia Prtit last July rr, was made by
Rev. Dr. Agnew, in Bethlehem Presbyterian
church. He can not be charged with any
favoritism for the Disciples, who arc a very
••feeble folk" In the East. Eighty-three
per cent , a larger rate of increase than that
of Methodists and Presbyterians combined,
speaks volumes In favor of this •' little (?)
Hock of Christians." numbering over
1,000,000 in America, which tries its level
l>cst to do things as they were done in the
apostolic age, with the Holy Bible in one
hand and the only two ordinances of bap­
tism (not that which the Pope gives to
irresponsible beings—to children—but bap­
tism ns established and received by Christ
Himself) and the weekly reception of
Christ's sacred emblems in the other hand.

The Victorian Conferences. — The
Sisters Conference is becoming such an
institution the past few yearn, and so distinct
from the General Conference, that wo really
must use the word in the plural. Well, in
the first place then, the sisters had arousing
lime of It, the largest meeting In the history
of this movement. 117 were not there, but
we base heard that certain persons of the
male persuasion were there. In our judge­
ment they had better stay away. The sis­
ters base done splendid work for general
evangelistic enterprise, not only aiding
much in raising money, but in increasing
the enthusiasm in this great work. *1 he
General Conference was large and some­
what enthusiastic Tho discussions were
short though sometimes sharp Some
things were said, no doubt, which would
have been better unsaid, but on the whole
the meetings were In a good spirit and tone.
Some brethren seem very much afraid of
discussion, but If we understand the matter
correctly this h lhe very object of the confer­
ence— to I oik mattai cur, the best ways am!
means of doing a certain work. As long os
discussion Is allowed we admit that some
things, perbapa many things, will be said
which are distasteful or even hurtful, but
slop discussion and the conference will t oon
die The only thing to bo done, Is for all
whu go Io these meetings. which are open
and five to all, toe cerci -e a Chrl tian spirit

and make up their minds to give and take
The great want is lack of time The busi­
ness must be rushtJ through, compelling the
brother who presides to ad in a seemingly
rough and arbitary manner, or not be done
at all. Now it is a pleasant thing, we
admit, to gi to a picnic on Easter Monday,
but would it not be far wiser to spend that
day in finishing the business of the confer­
ence in a proper manner ? The conference
was just a litle breezy a time or two. but
on the whole much good solid work wxs
(Jone. A brief report will be found in
another column.

.flrlu ,§outl) Wales
(f.onfrrrnrr.

--------o--------

The ninth Annual Conference was opened
by the President, Bro J. Colbourne, at 9 30
am

Applications having been received from
the churches at Albury and Marrickvllle for
admittance into Conference, the requests
were unanimously granted

The following churches were represented
—Sydney. Enmore, Petersham. Mercwether,
Nundah, Rockdale. Rookwood, Woollabra,
Albury, Marrickville, and Wagga, the num­
ber of delegates being about 60. The Pre­
sident then delivered the annual addre.s.
At the close a hearty vote of thanks was
carried by acclamation.

Greetings from Bro. D. McCrackctt,
South Australia, and Victorian Conference
were read to the meeting.

The usual reports were then read and
adopted, after which the country delegates
gave short reports on their respective
churches.

As it was now one o'clock, the delegates
adjourned to the schoolroom, where a
splendid dinner provided by the sisters of
the city and suburban churches awaited
them. Ample justice having been done,
business was resumed at two o'clock.

After the Foreign Mission report had been
read and adopted, the election of officers for
the ensuing year was proceeded with and
resulted as follows:

President—J. Hunter: Vice-President—
G. Day : Secretary—C. A Role; Assistant-
Secretary—D Hall;Treasurer - E Andrews.

Committee-G. Bagley, F Newby, E.
Lewis, G W. Logan. R. Steer.

Foreign Mission Committee—R Leek, E
Gole, Sisters Bagley and Roas

The following motions were Jhcn Intro­
duced and dealt with as under ; —

1. That an Annual Picnic of the Churches
of Christ Im: held on Easter Monday, under
the auspices of the Conference Committee
J Halliday —Carried

2. That this conference recommends to
the associated churches the advisability of
revising their church rolls annually. C A.
Rofc.—Carried.

3. That this conference is of the opinion
that districts should be formed for the pur­
pose of more aggressive and co-operative
eflort during the coming year. R. Steer.—
Carried.

4. That this conference recommend to
the incoming committee the advisability of
helping lhe cause of Rookwood. E. An­
drews.—Carried.

5. That this conference empowers the
committee to send a competent person to
act as arbitrator should any church apply
for such. The said church to defray all
expenses Incurred therewith. W. Wright
—Withdrawn

6. That the incoming committee be
recommended to further carry on the
evangelistic work al Newcastle. J. Fraxer.
—Carried.

7. That in the opinion of this conference
the travelling expenses of speaking brethren
should be paid by each church. W. J
Edwards.—Carried.

8. That the matter of paying for printing
of reports be left in the hands of the com­
mittee. J. P. Jones.—Carried.

9. That any church less than 25 members
be represented by two delegates. C. Watt
—Carried.

At the last conference a sum of money
was subscribed for the purpose of purchas­
ing a cart in order that tho brethren at
Nundah might carry on a country mission.

In consequence of circumstances arising
over which they had no control, the mission
had been given up, and the brethren hav­
ing cold the cart desired that the proceeds,
jTB should be spent in any way the confer­
ence thought best.

It was decided that the money be left In
the hands of the committee, and that they
convey the hearty appreciation of the breth­
ren's addon in returning the money.

A hearty vote of thanks having been ten­
dered to the sisters for their kindness in
providing the delegates dinner, lhe Confer­
ence was closed by the President pronounc­
ing lhe benediflion.

The usual tea meeting, which was only
fairly well attended, was held at night, after
which a public meeting with a better at
tendance was held in the Tabernacle, when
the following subject was spoken to, being
interspersed with singing, Bro. Colbourne
presiding

M Church of Christ." 1. Divine Author
Ity lor its Existence J Kingsbury ten*-
3. Design nf its Existence G Day J
Whom Composed G Bagley 4 Its Cree J
—T. Hawkins 5 h, Ordinances-C
Watt. CAR
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A ^nntposium.
-------- :o:---------

NEED DISCIPLES AND BAP­
TISTS MAINTAIN SEPAR­
ATE CHURCHES NEAR
ONE ANOTHER?

----- o------
IP NOT, ON WHAT CONDITIONS

SHOULD THEY UNITE ?

By Allan W. Webb.
That the Disciples and the Bap­

tistscan be united is evident, because
the union has been consummated at
Taranaki, N.Z., where the two small
struggling churches have amalgam­
ated under one pastor. The fusion
will inevitably result in the oblitera­
tion of the more salient features of
each church, anti probably with
advantage to both. There are
features in “the Disciples” which
arc worthy of adoption as being
without doubt apostolic in their
character. There are other features
which seem to us to be an undue
and needless straining of principles
which arc not essential, and there
are some features which we depre­
cate, and which unless very much
toned down must keep us apart.

Of the apostolic custom of break­
ing bread every Lord’s day we can
say nothing but what is commenda­
tory. On every account we believe
this preferable to the separating the
occasions for observing the sacred
feast by longer intervals. The
Lord's Supper needs only to be
understood as an opportunity for
receiving special grace to make
obedient ami hungry disciples eager
for its weekly observance. Those
points, which we regard as matters
of indifference, are particularly the
declinature of any name than that of
“ Disciples,” and the insistence that
no monetary aid should be accepted
from “ the world." Respecting the
former, we think it a piece of sacred
faddism. Some sort of label must
distinguish sect from sedt. We
deplore the necessity for such dis­
tinction, and yet it must be. What
matter, then, what the name is. To
us the name “ Baptist" has historical
associations of w hich we need not be
asham d; but we arc not so enam­
oured < f the name but that wc would
accept any other which would with
some dt i t of accuracy dcr.ign.»t--
us. \\ e rather deprecate, however, |

the appropriation of any name which
may be fairly claimed by all the
believing Church of God. It is
hardly fair to arrogate to ourselves
as being /ar excellence entitled to it,
such a name as “ Christians," “Dis­
ciples," “ Saints," &c. We regard
it as a sign of weakness that our
friends so persistently thrust this
barrier between us. Then with
rcspedl to the principle of receiving
help from non-members. We would
quite willingly concede the point
that it is inconsistent and humiliating
to solicit help from the avowed
enemies of Christ; but when any
man voluntarily offers aid to the
cause of our Lord, may wc not
regard it as a sign of some little
interest in the matter? It was a
commendation proffered to our Lord,
of one who sought His merciful aid,
that he loved the Jewish “ nation
and had built them a synagogue ; "
and so far from disapproving the
action of the centurion, he seems to
have accepted the fatfl as a reason,
additional to others, for a kindly
response to his appeal. We would
be quite prepared to limit the sup­
port of Christ’s cause to willing
donors, but certainly to exclude
none because as yet they have made
no sign of personal devotion to
Christ.

But it is in the doctrines which
lie about the neighborhood of the
baptistery that our hugest difficulty
lies. Other hindrances shrink into
insignificance beside these.

Upon the question of the mode of
baptism we are agreed perfectly. It
is upon the question of the subjects
that our divergence from “ Disciple-
ism " becomes apparent. It begins
in the charadlcr of the change de­
manded in any person presenting
himself for the initial ordinance of
the faith. Wc insist that the sub-
jedl of baptism must already have
known an effedtive work of grace,
the result of the supernatural and
immediate operation of the Holy
Spirit.

The Disciples will allow no such
thing as an immediate and sovereign
work of the Holy Spirit. The
Spirit is in the word, and never
works apart from the word. 1 he
won! addresses itself to the n Rural
faculties of man with a power the
effectiveness of which is dependent
upon the condition of tin hearer.
I'lom the Divine side the power i.
ever pH -ent, and with c jual spiritual
dynamic forte, but the man dot 7. nut
attend, d . :;ot yield, and so the
salutary elfuH arc not witnessed.

When the man hearkens to obey,
then he is a fit candidate for the
ordinance, in submitting to which
he is to experience a new life and
new relation to God.

To baptism is attributed a virtue,
which wc Baptists insist has been
antecedently realised in a true be­
liever. His sins arc washed away
in the blood of Christ, and his
nature has been renewed by the
dired energy of the Holy Spirit.
He is a Christian, his baptism will
declare it: that is the Baptist posi­
tion. He is willing to be made a
Christian, and his baptism will
make him one : that is the Disciple
position. That is until baptized he
is not a Christian, and has neither
right to the name, standing, nor
privileges thereof. It is here that
an element is imported completely
throwing out of gear our theology of
the Holy Spirit, and of the ordinance
of baptism. If the Disciples are
right we are shockingly wrong, and

We believe that there is a gradual
toning down of much of the extreme
and repellent views ol Alex. Camp­
bell as contained in his essay on the
“ Remission of Sins," and possibly
in time the views of the Disciples
will relax in the direction of giving
a less important position to baptism.

If anything, we believe Baptists
generally err in the other direction.
They minimise the importance of
the ordinance till it is a bare act of
obedience, having no relation to
personal salvation. Perhaps be­
tween the two positions a point may
yet be found of meeting, but not
whilst baptism is preached for sal­
vation can we consent to identify
ourselves with Disciples.

Wc feel sure that of late years the
harshness and dogmatism of the
Disciples has been considerably
modified, and perhaps a meeting of
the leaders of each denomination
and a fair and dispassionate discus­
sion of their views might result in a
unity which would, if real, mean
strength and proportionate advance
to the truth of God.

Hitherto the efforts made in South
Australia fur united action have
yielded anything but pleasant re­
sults. ’ll’.-' least important points,
such as the name of the K;.ly, have
been al once thrust to the front,
whilst th. crux of th difl.cully has
nett 1 I < n appro icht d. It that w 1 .
dealt with, our comktiaii !■> th.it th-
it t would ' >011 find 1 ' • '• that is
ii we w< n in rr -1 < it I • '•
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By W. Whale, Brisbane,
Queensland.

I hold that no two sections of the
one Church of Christ should put
congregations so near as to be
antagonistic. They may be near
enough to compete with and yet not
oppose each other. Denominational
variety is not necessarily seftarian
conflid. We must clearly distin­
guish between dcnominattonalisms
which have grown out of historic
events in conucdion with certain
localities and movements and have
now taken their places in the great
religious enterprises of the day.
They may be in error on some points
and we may feel it, at times, our
duty to expose those errors, but they
were not controversial in their origin
to any large extent, nor do they now
exist to emphasise theological dis-
tindions, but rather in their belief
that their way suits them and is not
offensive to the Divine will. All
denominations should find a way to
emphasise the points they hold in
common more freely and oftener
than they do those on which they
differ.

As to Disciples and Baptists, they
have more in common than most
other denominations. Our friends
must be cither “ the Church of
Christ ” to the exclusion of all others,
or a si (lion of the Church of Christ
in common with some others, or no
part of the Church of Christ. In
my opinion there are but these three
positions possible to any people, and
1 take it that the Disciples are a
section of the Church of Christ, and
that we also are a sedion of that
church. In each case the adual
falls short of the ideal, but we each
have somewhat of truth and are
striving to attain that for which
we are apprehended of Jesus Christ.

The Disciples have no special
claim as against Baptists to most of
the statements of principles given
from time to time in the Pioneer.
The editor has been good enough to
say that I might pass muster for
one of themselves but for the use of
the denominational label “ Baptist,” •
and 1 quite agree in his good
opinion. The chief points of differ­
ence as I understand them arc—rst,
on open communion ; 2nd, on first
day communion; 3rd, on special
title as “ Baptists n; 4th, on the
explanation of the conditions of sal­
vation n*. in Ads 2: 3S; and 51I1,
on the subjed of ministry. 1 think
that our differences on these arc
insufficient to justify opposition or

even competition as between differ­
ing sedions of the one Church and
that it ought to be possible for us to
become in fad one sedion of the
Church, giving freedom of opinion
on matters such as those referred
to.

Let me refer to each of the five
points. As to communion, not all
Baptists arc open communion, and
not all Disciples are strid com­
munion, though, so far as I know,
the Disciples under the Southern
Cross generally favor strid com­
munion. I do not regard this as an
occasion for controversy on the sub­
jed, but rather as an opportunity
for stating that since there is room
for a variety of opinion and practice
among them and us it cannot necessi­
tate conllid as between us and them.
On the question of first day com­
munion there is not, I think, any
difference among the Disciples, but
there is some variety of opinion and
pradice among the Baptists. I hold
that on neither of these is there a
word of Christ sufficiently emphatic
to become <r /«:;» on the subjed, and I
that our views or theirs of certain
statements are guides only to those |
who so regard the historic develop- I
ments in the early Church, and not
sufficient for authority over others
whose opinions and pradices may
differ. In a word, these are not of
the csscnsc of the faith, and should
be left to liberty of thought in the
prayerful use of the Word. Charity
begins where differences begin, and
these differences are well within the
scope of true charity among the
most truth-loving. As to the use of
the term •• Baptist," I think we may
make out a case, and we only of the
denominations generally referred to
by the Disciples, but surely it is
unfair to say that we gather under a
human banner or unto a mere
human name because of the use of
this word. I like the name “ Dis­
ciples " better than *• Baptists,” but
I cannot regard it as a sin that we
emphasise on the subjed of immer­
sion, and I hold that it should not
be regarded as repugnant by them,
but 1 feel assured that our Lord is
not offended by our use of the word,
nor need our friends regard it as
sufficient reason for their antag­
onism.

As to the interpretation of Ads 2:
jK, in connection with evangelistic
efforts, I do not personally find any
gn at difficulty, and whilst not pre­
pared to accept the expo ition given
to it by seine Disci ph■, 1 have found
myself in agreement with others.

Are they honest in their use of this
portion of the Word ? So are we.
More intimate acquaintance, would,
1 believe, bring more consciousness
of substantial agreement. We
might modify extremists amongst
them, they might strengthen the
weak amongst us. Surely wc are
none of us prepared to say that a
believer unbaptised is emphatically
unsaved, or that a believer immersed
though having but a defedive view
of this portion is unsaved. We may
be perplexed. We may wish to
find greater recognition of the three
points—repentance, faith, and bap­
tism—as filling out all the terms;
but we have, as I think, no law of
Christ requiring us to exclude or to
rejed those whose knowledge is
incomplete or whose opinions differ
from our own, whilst they declare
themselves to be believers and w/ to
their light followers of the Lord.
They arc received as discifles of
Jesus, and arc not excluded from the
duty of learning more and more of
the mind and will of the Master.
They should follow Him not as we
didate our advanced knowledge for
their guidance, but as they see for
themselves the clearer meaning of
the Word under the guidance of the
Holy Spirit.

As to the subjed of ministry, wc
have something to learn from the
Disciples, I think. Though I seem
to sec support in Scripture for
diverse methods of dealing with
ministerial status and support, 1
cannot see that any one view is
deemed essential to Church polity.
There are but few Baptists who
would contend for the use of the
“ Rev.," about which so much has
been made. It is utterly unimpor­
tant either way, I take it, and there
may be pride and presumption in
the use of it, ami there may lie pride
of another sort in the non-use of it.
Surely that is a matter adjustable
without great difficulty.

Thus you see, my dear sir, that I
do not consider that there arc any
“ fatal obstacles to union" as
between the Disciples and ourselves.
Nearness of kin seems to be our
difficulty, and misunderstandings
between people near of kin arc often
difficult to clear up. I fed sure that
men earnestly anxious to see their
way to union could easily do so, and
all differences would be found com­
paratively easy of adjustment if
Lhrislly views of discipleship and
charity were allowed full force by all
panic:, to the conference.
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By Dr. Jos. C. Verco, Adbi.aide,
South Australia.

There should be no need for Dis­
ciples and Baptists to maintain
separate churches near one another.
Both arc composed solely of those
who believe in Christ. They ought
to be one, so that the world can sec
the oneness. Their belief in Him
implies their belief in all His teach­
ing, whether personal or by the
Holy Spirit, through His apostles.
A practical carrying out of the
teaching thus believed would make
them one in faith and practice. And
their oneness would be '• the unity
of the Spirit,’■ a unity graciously
cfTeclcd by the Spirit, and main­
tained on a basis revealed by the
Spirit.

If a church, either of the Dis­
ciples or the Baptists has a creed,
deed, or rule of association which
demands some article of faith or
practice not in the teaching of Jesus,
or denies some article included in
the teaching of the Spirit, that
church is fettered, and it may be
necessary to establish another close
by. If, however, neither is so
bound, that is free to do what it
believes to be right, and is willing to
receive and follow the doctrine in
all things, there can be no reason
for maintaining separate churches.
Further, if both will thus follow the
teachings of the Spirit, they will
hold and do the same things, and so
must become one. Happily most
churches of Disciples and Baptists
arc independent congregations, and
free to do the right.

There is but one “ condition on
which they can unite"—a determin­
ation to be guided wholly ami solely
by the directions of the Holy Spirit ,
in the sacred scriptures. The con- ,
grrgations would have the same •
name, the same conditions of mem­
bership, the same ordinances, the
same officers. In several of these
respefts Baptist ami Disciple
churches arc in complete accord;
and they can be in all by reverting
to the abostclic order in whatever they
may differ from

In considering a union of these
divided believers it is only needful
to discuss the points of difference
between them as Christians.

i. Their name. Is cither of
those mentioned above a scriptural
one? “ The Disciples" is no more
a proper designation than “ The
Brethren" or "The Saints." It
ought to l>c abandoned. “ Chris­
tians" is the scriptural ami divinely
approved name for Disciples of

Jesus, and “the Churches of Christ"
and “ the Churches of God " for the
several congregations. Baptists and
Disciples both should take only
these. Under these union is
possible. Both will allow their
propriety and scriptural authority.
Here is common ground. This
may seem a small matter to some,
but nothing should be accounted
trivial which in any degree hinders
the union of the people of God.

2. Conditions of membership. In
all the Churches of Christ (by which
term for the future I shall designate
“ Disciple ” churches) immersion is
one of the conditions. In many
Baptist churches unimnicrscd belie­
vers arc enrolled. But what saith
the Spirit ? There is no hint that
any church established by the
apostles contained an unimmersed
believer. All the evidence is on the
other side. Both churches agree
that immersed believers are eligible
for membership. Here is common
ground. There is disagreement as
to the qualification of the unim­
nicrscd. “ Only the baptised as
members " is therefore the scriptural
basis of union.

3. The same ordinances. The
ordinances to which both attend are
baptism and the Lord’s supper.
Both administer the former in the
same manner to the same subjedls.
Here then there is no difference to
adjust. The breaking of the bread
is in the Churches of Christ made
the object of meeting every first day
of the week. Sec Adis 20: 7.
Among many of the Baptists the
bread is not broken every Lord’s
day. Both will admit that to meet
every first day for this purpose is
scriptural. I lere is common ground.
Both cannot admit the scriptural
authority to meet and neglect it.
The weekly observance should be
the condition of union.

4. The same officers. Those of
the New Testament are bishopsand
deacons. “ Elders," “ bishops,"
and “pastors" are names applied to
the same officers. They are neces­
sarily therefore of the same rank or
order. Their qualifications arc
enumerated in the Bible. The
Churches of Christ consequently
choose and appoint such bishops
and deacons according to such
qualifications. Among the Baptists
there is a “ pastor ” who represents
one order, and there are “elders"
who are of a different order. And
the choice of the former is not
according to the qualifications
which arc give n for a bishop.

Union would entail pastors of the
same order, possessing the scriptural
qualifications. Pecuniary support
is not essential. A church may
wholly or in part support any of its
members—pastors, deacons, private
members, male or female -and these
can do any work for which they are
deemed or may have proved them
selves capable.

The design of la ft ism may be re­
garded by some as the real point at
issue, and the general ground of
disunion. But the significance of
the action of baptism is not the
cause or the explanation of the dif­
ferences between the two churches.
The Churches of Christ call them­
selves “ Christians" and “ Churches
of Christ " because <» <1 matter of fact
the congregations founded by the
apostles were so called. The
Baptists take a name which, as a
matter of faCt, was not borne by
them. The Churches of Christ
have immersed members; because
as .1 matter of fid the churches
which were in Judea, etc.,
had these. The Baptists have
unimnicrscd, though, as a matter of
fa (ft, those primitive churches did
not have them. The Churches of
Christ come together on the first
day of the week for the express
purpose of breaking the bread,
because as <r matter of fid the
Disciples came together on the first
day of the week ; often the Baptists
come together not to break the
bread, although as a matter of faCt
the first disciples, so far as scripture
testimony goes, came with that
objecQ. The Churches of Christ
have their elders or pastors, all of
the same order, because as <1 matter
of fid the first churches had such.
The Baptists have a pastor and
ciders, who hold different offices in
the church, although as a matter of
facl such distinctions did not obtain
in the early churches. It is plain,
therefore, that the practices of the
Churches of Christ, in which they
differ from the Baptist Churches,
rest on matters of fad, according to
the testimony of the scriptures of
truth, and not upon conclusions
from views as to the design of
baptism. For whatever our
upon this point may be, our fradice
ought nevertheless, as churches, to
coincide with that of the apostolic
churches. And is it not quite
conceivable, nay more, a fact, that
in Baptist churches, a minority hoi 1
the same views on tin. question
as the majority in the Churchc:.
of Christ, and r;.r tr» j ? And s.uh 
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views arc no insuperable barrier to
their membership; and consequently
are not an essential obstacle to the
union of Baptist Churches and
Churches of Christ.

It would, however, be well to have
unity on the matter of the design of
baptism. To affirm that when pre­
ceded by faith, repentance and con­
fession, it is not “ for the remission
of sins” is to deny the plain testi­
mony of Scripture—Ads 2 : 38. To
assert that the believing penitent,
who arises and is baptized docs not
“ wash away his sins ” is to deny
the fads of a divinely recorded ex­
perience. Ads 22: 16. To say
baptism has no relation to salvation
is to contradid the proclamation of
Christ—Mark 16: 16 ; and the apos»
tie's dodrinc—1 Peter 3: 21. To
state that a believer in Jesus who
has not been baptized is fully par­
doned, fully justified and really re­
generated, is to assert that for which
there is no Scripture warrant; inas­
much as those about whom such
terms as “ justified," “ pardoned,”
and “ regenerated " arc used in the
Apostolic Epistles, were persons who
are stated (in the great majority of
instances), to have been baptized;
and about whom (in the remaining
minority), there is no evidence that
they had not been baptized. For in
New Testament times, those who
fully trusted in Christ were at once
baptized; because in preaching
Christ, His apostles and evangelists
presented the privilege of immersion
to their hearers, and these showed
their “fully trusting” by obeying
the Saviour in this ordinance. And
so, when speaking of believers, the
apostles were speaking of immersed
believers, and not of the unbaptised.
Hence all they said can be logically
and consistently said of baptized
believers.

Let then all preachers, in public
ami in private, among the Baptists,
and in the Churches of Christ, just
use the words of Scripture in refer­
ence to the matter of baptism, and
preach it as it was preached by the
apostles, and the same results will
ensue; and believers will be im­
mersed. Then the difficulties of
determining the relation to pardon,
salvation, adoption, and the kingdom
of God, in resped to people who are
occupying a nondescript and anom-
olous position scripturally, as unbap­
tised believers, will have vanished;
and ar. immersed believers these will
be able to read with full assurance
of faith their title to the spiritual
blessings in Christ, promised to 

them on conditions which they know
they have fulfilled.

Speaking just where and how the
Spirit speaks, and being silent
where He is silent, the point at issue
which is supposed to be the real
ground of division between the
Baptists and Churches of Christ
would be gone, and they would be
one. May the Lord help us to
effect a consummation so devoutly
to be wished.

By Chas. Watt, Enmore, Sydney.
1 desire to state that whatever

sentiments the following short paper
contains arc the conclusions at which
I have arrived after much thinking
and speaking on the question. For
years I have strongly opposed the
two bodies conflicting with one
another in country places. And
when in Gympie (Q.) the Baptists
started a cause I urged the preacher
against it, on the ground that we
already had a chapel built there.

What, then, is the objedt in view
in this “symposium"? Is it to
debate the question of baptism ? I f
so, I am ready to do my part, and
will not fear the result. But 1 do
not think it is. Or if it be, the
result can only be deplored. Cer­
tainly it will not be to draw the two
bodies nearer to each other. The
feeling of Christian love has been
too little cultivated between us in
the past to foster the hope that it
would be conduced in other than
the bellicose spirit of aliens rather
than in the forbearing spirit of
Christ.

That there are weighty points on
which the Baptists and Disciples
differ is readily granted. But let us
not forget that even these, when
seen looming through the obscure
haze of partial information, assume
proportions which a closer acquaint­
ance very materially reduces. Thus
only a few days ago a Baptist
brother said to me, “ Your people
believe that no one will go to
heaven except they have been im­
mersed, do they not ? " When 1
replied, “ No, they certainly do not
believe anything of the kind," he
looked, and expressed genuine sur­
prise. Then take the illustration
quoted by Bro. Mead at the close of
his article. A “ Dr. Moody" argues
that baptism as practised by us
cannot be accepted, Ixxause our
candidates “ do not profess to be
regenerated before they are bap
tized.” Now if Dr. Moody would
come a little closer he would ice for 

himself that wc hold very strongly
that unless the heart of the sinner
has been cleansed—purified from sin
through faith in the Lord Jesus
(ACis 15: 9)—baptism is worthless.
While, however, our points of diflcr-
ence are quite weighty enough, I am
pleased to think that those on which
we are in substantial agreement arc
weightier still. We are one on—

(1) The Being and attributes of
God.

(2) On the union of pcrfcCl divinity
and perfect humanity in the Lord
Jesus Christ.

(3) On the distinct personality of
the Holy Spirit.

(4) On the universal departure of
mankind from God.

(5) On the Divine love for man
and anxiety that they might be
saved.

(6) That there is but one way to
be saved, and that through Christ.

(7) That faith in Him is an abso­
lute essential to God’s pardon.

(8) That the believer must repent
of his sins and be baptized. (We
may differ just here as to when the
believer repents and the f'urf'ost of
his baptism. But even these are
subordinate to the point of agree­
ment.)

(9) That the only true scriptural
baptism is immersion in water into
the name of Father, Son and Holy
Spirit.

(10) That the names “ Christian,"
“Disciple of Christ," “Church of
Christ," arc right and proper. We
often hear Baptists speak of them­
selves as “Christians” and a
“ Church of Christ." Of course
wherein they use other names than
those in God's word wc differ, but I
desire here to give prominence only
to our points of agreement. And
with such an array of vital matters
on which the intelligent of both
bodies substantially agree—matters
that far outweigh all our points of
difference however these may be
magnified—to remain apart is to lay
ourselves open to the charge of the
sin of division.

But on what terms or conditions
could we unite ? Ah ! now wc cross
the Rubicon and enter the field of
controversy. This is the veritable
bugbear of all modern attempts at
union. Think of it that in Sydney
last year the various parties of
Methodists, which are not divided
by one vital question, but only on
mere matters of church polity,
failed to carry a motion for union
because they eouhl iwt .i-ree ti/m •’
l.ni$ ! t 1 his ought to teach us that
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while in connexion with "union"
there ought to be a way to do it,
there is emphatically a way not to
do it. And thus far experience has
demonstrated that to hunt around
for “ a basis of union ’’ is the way
to fail. In this futile effort bodies
that are divided only by the paper
wall of a mere fad, have stood aloof
calling to each other, “ we can't do
it," and then flattered themselves
that they were faithful to principle
when they were only blinded devoted
to party. A simple example of what
I mean lies just al hand. In Scot­
land the various parlies of Presby­
terians not receiving state aid have
had several attempts made to unite
them. But hitherto in vain, because
they could not sacrifice principle!
However, in these colonics tlicy
have profitably “sacrificed the
principle" of partyism and arc all
one.

With reference to the Baptists
and Disciples of Christ we must be
prepared to grant in this discussion
that neither of them have any dis­
position to sacrifice the truth. And
this must be kept prominently in
view in all that is written. At least
the writer of this has never shown
the slightest indication of any weak-
kneed tendency in this direction, and
what he is so conscious of himself
he is ready to concede to others.

It has been stated, and rightly so
1 think, that there is as much differ­
ence between our 800,000 brethren
in America and us, as between the
Baptists and ourselves. And wc
claim relationship with these and
and unhesitatingly give and receive
letters of commendation to and from
them. Now with this naked f.atfl
before us and without gping into any
tine points, but only looking at the
matter with a single eye to God’s
glory and for an extended sphere of
usefulness to both bodies, it certainly
docs appear to me that two parties
of Christ-loving gospel-preaching
men and women, every member of
which believes that the only door of
salvation is Christ Jesus the Lord,
and that to the humble penitent
believer the entrance into the church
of God is through immersion in
water. To think that two such
bodies hinder their usefulness by
division because they cannot find
a hasis is enough to make the very
angels weep.

The reason why these attempts to
find •• a basis of union " are so often
abortive is because they rarely con­
template mutual concession or sur­
render. It usually happens that one

I - -side is all right, and the other all
wrong. And, of course, naturally
enough, the one that is “all wrong"
must confess it and come over to the
one that is “all right." Just so, but
which one ? This is the source of
all the trouble. Last week, riding
in a railroad car with two Wesleyan
ministers, I remarked that “ Union
is rather a burning question with
you just now." “ Yes," one of them
rejoined, “ but it has almost burned
itself out." “ Is it likely to be con­
summated during this Conference?"
“Oh no," he replied ; “you sec the
smaller bodies won't sink their indi­
viduality and come over.” Of course
they won't; men arc, as a rule, too
much interested to “ sink it" at the
bidding of others.

Now with reference to the Baptists I
and Disciples of Christ, which tody
is to “ sink its individuality and
come over ? " Of course both know
which ought to. It’s the other one.
There is one thing, however, that
needs emphasizing, and it is this.
Have we fully realised that while
we, as Disciples, honestly believe that
certain things held and practised by
our Baptist brethren are unscriptural,
they, in turn, <« honestly believe that
certain other things which we hold
and practise are equally so ? I am
not concerned now lo show how far
this is correct or otherwise. I am
dealing with the fad, as it is the
f.ut, and not our views upon it, that
we have to face. What, then, shall
wc do about this matter ? Wait
until one side or the other is pre­
pared to make an unconditional sur­
render of everything of which the
other disapproves? If so, we shall
wait in expectancy, 1 am afraid,
until “ the crack o' doom," and that
event—whatever it may be—will
find us no nearer the realisation of
union than wc now arc.

There is 1 venture to think, “ a !
more excellent way." But no way
can be successful unless, as an
absolutely indispensable condition,
there be “ first a willing mind."
Let there be the strong desire on
both sides to cultivate a oneness.
For if wc arc ever lo come together
in any real heart union wc must
grow into it. Any forced, mechanical
process will be all but impossible of
fulfillment, or if realized, will, 1 very
much fear, be entirely unsatisfactory
in results. 1, therefore, suggest
that we draw together in the first
instance in conference, without
any conditions, looking to God and
our sanctified common sense, en­
lightened by the divine Word, to

gradually mould us all on the New
Testament pattern. I would honor
thus the intelligence of both Baptists
and Disciples of Christ. Whatever
is held by the Baptists that is
peculiar to them, if they can be
substantiated from the word of God,
we shall, I am persuaded, be ever
willing lo receive. And, on the other
hand, whatever we hold that is
peculiar to us, if in keeping with
the teaching of the same high
authority, the Baptists will, when
they come to know more of us and
our teaching, be prepared to receive.

My own faith in the unifying
power of the word of the Lord is so
strong that I would feel safe in
predicting such progress, even
within the brief period of a few
short years, as would gladden the
hearts of all who long for the fulfill­
ment of the Lord's prayer “ that
they all may be one."

The readers who know me will
feel no disposition to twit me with a
wish to surrender the truth. 1 love
“ the ancient order of things " loo
ardently to knowingly surrender one
jot or tittle of it. But 1 have such
unbounded faith in that same truth
that I lean hard to the conviction
that every one who loves the Lord
Jesus Christ would love it quite as
much as I do if they had the oppor­
tunity of knowing it.

Then how could the Baptists and
Disciples gravitate towards each
other in the way hinted at ? The
few thoughts on this point are, of
course, more suggestive than final.

1. Let a meeting of delegates of
both bodies be called together in
each colony to talk over how best to
prevent conflict of interests in counJ
try places.

This meeting in itself, even should
the attempt extend no further, if th:
spirit of Christ b: there, lend to foster
a kindly feeling between lhe two
bodies.

2. Let it be a strong recommen­
dation from these conferences to the
various Baptist churches and
Churches of Christ lo cultivate
friendly relations, and exchange
speakers as often as practicable.

3. Let, say, quarterly meetings be
held of the speaking brethren of
l»oth bodies, wherever possible, lo
talk over, in a kindly and Christian
spirit, the various points of differ­
ence between them, with a vic.w to
arriving at unanimity of teacl h jou
these points. I urge this a . both

I practical and practical b Lr tl ■ f !■
lowing reasons;—

(1) It is tentative, and thus in- 
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volvcs no placing in any position
from which either body cannot
withdraw at any time.

(2) Being voluntary and uncon­
ditional, it involves no compromise
of principle on either side.

(3) Neither body is called upon to
sacrifice anything. We depend upon
our better acquaintance with one
another, and consequent increasing
knowledge of the truth, to purge us
of any beliefs or pradiccs which arc
not in keeping with the word of
God.

And may the Lord Himself who
declared that the sin and indifference
of the world would only be overcome
when His people were one (John 17:
20-23), 50 (fuidc and diretfl this
movement that it will result in
bringing glory to His name and
greatly increased success to His
cause.

‘JEorifs Dan iltnbiitgs.

[ZA/ thonghti here freunted are uftn the Read­
ing! euggeited for the me of Chunhet at the
Lerd'e day naming unieet. They ate in­
tended to le euggntire, not eahauttite; timfle,
not fnjonnd ; f radical, nd doctrinal.)

APRIL lot.
Old Testament.—Proverbs ig:

1629.
New Testament.—Matt. 25.

CONNECTING LINK.
Helping thodlc.trct.acd the final teat.
I'rov. 19: 17; Matt. 25; 34-46.
No scene could be more solemn

and awful than that so simply yet
graphically depided in the closing
paragraph of Matt. 25. The recent
trial of three men on a charge of nut
being faithful to their stewardship
as bank manager ami directors
caused a considerable amount of
interest and excitement. What a
great event then must be the trial of
all the nations on this same question
of stewardship I Perhaps, however,
the word trial is not the appropriate
one in this instance, as little more is
done than pronouncing sentence. A
trial is not indued needed, for on
that great day the wicked will all
stand conviifled by their own con­
sciences. Though the drapery of
the description represents thejn a*.
trying to excuse them1 five1, the

probability is that no one will be so
bold as to attempt to do so. T he
other account which represents them
as calling upon the mountains and
rocks to fall upon them and hide
them from the wrath of God and of
the Lamb is likely to correspond
more nearly with the reality. But
the imagery used by the Saviour
was doubtless introduced to impress
the great lesson that the final test of
all was the state of a man’s feelings
and the consequent nature of his
adlions towards his fellow-men, es­
pecially such of them as were in
distress. When Christ says “ Inas­
much as yc did it not unto one of
these least yc did it not unto Me."
1 believe he docs not refer exclu­
sively to Christians, but to all in
distress. As Christ ministered to
all, so should his followers as they |
have opportunity, though of course,
and 1 think I may add of necessity,
the ministration will be more espe­
cially to those of the household of
faith. Mere profession and formal­
ism arc shown to be worse than use­
less, since they serve to buoy up
false hopes destitute of any founda­
tion. It is only those who have
touched Jesus in the really spiritual
sense, and have been made par­
takers of His nature who will stand
the great day of testing. Those
stand the test who have lived the
life eternal here, that is, have lived
the life prescribed for thii age by
Jesus, and they receive a welcome
into another eternal life, even the
higher life prescribed for the neat
age.

APRIL 8th.

Old Testament.—Zechariah 13.
New Testament.—Matthew 26:

’•35-
CONNECTING LINK.

The Shepherd smitten, the cheep
scattered.—Zccb. 13: 7; Matt. 26. ji.

The last supper has been partaken
of, the command •' This do in re­
membrance of Me ” has been given,
the closing hymn sung, and they
have walked out together to the
Mount of Olives. Then the Saviour
depifls the rapidly approaching

events of His capture and their
defection, quoting the words of
Zechariah, “ Smite the shepherd and
the sheep shall be scattered." John
represents him as saying, “ Behold
the hour cometh, yea, is come, that
ye shall be scattered, every man to
his own, and shall leave Me alone."
This all goes to show how weak the
mass of men arc when deprived of a
leader. There is every excuse for
the disciples being scattered, though
not so much for the denial of his
Master by Peter. Their knowledge
of the meaning of the prophecies
concerning the Messiah was still
very hazy, so that when their Master
was taken prisoner their faith re­
ceived such a shock that it lost all
power to make heroes of them. But
as soon as the Shepherd conquered
death and showed Himself in very
truth the Messiah, the Saviour of
the world, then the scattered (lock
rallied, then faith and love trans­
formed them into heroes, and with
such a leader as the glorified Re­
deemer they could never again be
made to give way before any foe.
Their cry now was, If Christ be for
us, who can be against us ? I can
do all things through Christ who
strengthened! me. Let Christ's
present earthly flock show that with
Him as leader they can be as brave,
bold and heroic as any previous
generation of Christians in the by­
gone centuries.

APRIL 15th.

Old Testament.—Isaiah 50.
New Testament.—Matthew 26:

36-75-
CONNECTING LINK.

Christ patiently enduring all Indig­
nities—Is. 5o . g: Matt. 26: 67. 68.

It is a wonderful, an unprece­
dented sight, to see infinite power
suffering all sorts of indignities at
the hands of extreme weakness.
1 his was undoubtedly the beginning
of a new epoch in the history of
man. What did it all mean ? Like
the course Jesus took at the com­
mencement of His public ministry,
when templed by the devil, it meant
that Jesus undertook to live our life 
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and was determined to live it to the
bitter end whatever that might be.
Had He at any time put forth
Divine power to protect Himself
from insult and danger, it would
have been a confession that He
could not or would not live out the
human life in all its possible dis­
agreeable phases. It is the way of
the world that when the weak arc
exposed to insult and indignity they
display the impatience and rage of
impotence, and when the powerful
are exposed to similar treatment
they use their power vindictively.
As a man, Christ was powerless in
the hands of Ilis enemies, but He
never gave way to impatient rage;
as God, He was all-powerful, but
He never exercised His power vin­
dictively. What a lesson for all His
followers ! Surely where there is a
participation in the Divine nature,
there can be the endurance of all
things without murmuring or repin­
ing. By enduring, Christ conquered
the world; by suffering, He became
its Saviour, and it is an important
lesson for us to learn tint if in our
bumble spheres we would come off
as conquerors and be instrumental
in saving others we must resemble
the Saviour in this quality of patient
endurance and suffering.

APRIL 22nd.
Old Testament. Isaiah 53.
New Testament.—Matthew 27:

r-31.
CONNECTING LINK.

The Lamb led to the (daughter, not
opening His mouth.—Isaiah 53: 7. Matt.

“ Some one has said that the
essential difference between Chris­
tianity and all heathen religions is
that in the latter we see w:rn seeking
after Ge J, while in the former we
behold God seeking after man.” The
foregoing is a quotation from Isaac
Errett’s chapter entitled “ God with
us." He speaks further of the
heathen idea being still prevalent
among professing Christians, and
cites as an oxainple the ipcidaclc of
whole communities in revival pro-
ci; . > uniting fur a protracted siege

of the throne of God, to prevail with
Him to show mercy. How diamet­
rically opposed such action is to
the apostle's statement that God is
in Christ reconciling the world unto
Himself. Errett proceeds: ,lGcd
frays to man, in tender entreaties, in
tears and blood, to be reconciled to
Him; it is for man to hear the
prayer and answer it. Whatever
may have been the origin of bloody
sacrifices, one thing is clear : while
the heathen sacrifices were the
offerings of sinful men to propitiate
their angry deities, the Sacrifice for
sin presented in the gospel is God's
own offering, through which He makes
His appeal to sinners to ‘ be recon-

1 cilcd to God by the death of His
j Son.' " There is no idea so much
to be avoided as the heathen one
that God needed to be propitiated
by the offering of a sacrifice ; there
is no first principle so strenuously to
be contended for as that God has
always been propitious or favorably
disposed towards man, and that

I Christ came to bring this great truth
to light. The Lamb was led to the
slaughter not to propitiate God, but
to show that God was already pro­
pitious ; not to satisfy God's justice,
which would otherwise have had to
execute vengeance on sinners, but to
put all men in the way of satisfying
God's justice for themselves, by
giving them such a knowledge of
His character as would carry with it
the power to enable them to depart
from iniquity. The great secret of
godliness, as Paul tells us, is “ God
manifested in flesh." This manifes­
tation showed the human side of
God's character, showed God's love
in an entirely new aspect—that of
suffering with and for His creatures.
••God with us” show., how/re/ifiuu
He has always been, and brings
about the only Hue i^n.iliati.ii, viz.,
likeness to Christ. “How can two
walk together except they be
agreed ?"

APRIL 90th
Old Tesfamenr.—Psalm - 69:

New Ti .tamest.— Matthew 27:
32-66.

CONNECTING LINK.
The proffered drink, the broken

heart. -I’jaloH 20.21: Matt. 27: 48-
5°

We have now come to the cross,
and the utterances of Christ while
hanging there form an appropriate
theme fyr the remarks on this morn-

; ing's lesson. The voices from the
' cross were probably uttered in the
following order. They were not the
result of ailing, of speaking for

■ effect, but spontaneous expressions
arising from what the Saviour saw
and felt.

1. Father, forgive them, for they know
not what they do. (Luke 23: 3^).
Some restrict the application of
these words to the Roman soldiers
actually engaged in the work of
crucifixion, but there is no ground
for doing so. Christ always went
to the root of matters, and He knew
that it was His own people who
crucified Him. Oh, the long-suffer­
ing and mercy of Christ I Though
they knew not what they did, the
most prominent of His murderers
might have known, yet their for­
giveness is nevertheless prayed for.
In like manner Paul received mercy
because it was in ignorance that he
persecuted Jesus, though undoubt­
edly he too might have known what
he was doing. Christ had preached
“Love your enemies, and pray fur
them that persecute you." Now He
puts His preaching into practice,
and under the most trying circum­
stances conceivable prays for His
murderers. Let us remember that
our glorious destiny is likeness to
Christ, and kt this hope cause us to
purify ourselves in all respects, in­
cluding the love of enemies and
praying fur their forgiveness.

2. To day shalt thou I: with .Me in
Paradise. (Luke 23 : 43). Repent­
ance may be called the pivot on
which men make the one great turn.
It i. the new, the better determina­
tion or resolve. The motive power
in this lutning 1 . faith, an I lb aft. r
cllvi'l or consequent is the new life
of obedience to the known will of
God.

3. jo Hi. mother, I!'. j .7
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thy son (meaning John). To John,
Behold thy mother (John 19 : 26-27).
By these words Jesus made provi­
sion for His mother, for from that
hour John took her unto his own
home. Tradition says that she con­
tinued to live with him in Judea
till the time of her death, about 15
years later. There is no disrespect
in the use of the word “ woman,"
but Jesus was always careful not to
allow hopes to be built upon fleshly
relationship to Hun and therefore
avoided the use of words expressing
such relationship.

4. My God, My God, why hast Thou
forsaken Me? (Matt. 27: 46). This
cry of Jesus has given rise to a con­
siderable amount of controversy.
We may regard it, I think, as a dis­
tinctly human cry—the natural ut­
terance of one in dire extremity.
Who knows what terrible tempta­
tion may at the last have assailed
the Saviour, for it was not simply at
the commencement of His ministry
that He was tempted. At that time,
it is true, the tempter, baffled, de­
parted from Him, but only for a
season. In view of Christ's perfect
obedience it is impossible to believe
that He was really forsaken, though
in view of all the circumstances
there is little wonder that as man
He fell as if God had left Him.

5. I thirst. (John 19: 28). This
very human cry shows that however
willing Christ was to suffer what
was necessary, He had not that
spirit of ascetism which prides itself
on enduring unnecessary and there­
fore useless suffering, supcrstiliously
thinking thereby to gain God's
favour. Shortly after the nailing to
the cross He had been offered a
drink both intoxicating and drugged,
but this He refused, preferring pain
to obscuration of intellect at that
supreme moment, and in all proba­
bility also thereby manifesting His
abhorrence of intoxicating liquors.
In answer to His cry •• 1 thirst,"
He is offered vinegar or sour wine,
a common drink (non-intoxicating),
and with this He quenches the rag­
ing thirst from which those enduring
death by crucifixion suffer.

6. it is finished, (John 19: 30).
What was finished ? The perfect
life set before man for His invitation
—finished, yet to endure for ever,
the mightiest force the world ever
taw. Finished the manifestation of
a phase of God’s love hitherto un­
known to man, that of sulkring with
and for His creatures—finished, but 

still developing man's nature and
producing higher and nobler charac­
ters than the world ever before pro­
duced. Finished the uplifting from
the earth which would draw all men
to Christ. Finished the dispensa­
tion of letter, yielding to that of
spirit, of law written on the heart,
of the new commandment to love
with love like Christ’s. But want
of space forbids any further enumera­
tion.

7. Father, into Thy hands I commend
My Spirit. (Luke 23: 46). Fitting
words to close the life of Him whose
meat and drink it was to do the
Father's will. His servants arc per­
mitted to use the same language, as
the dying utterance of the first mar­
tyr, Stephen, shows. What a glor­
ious thing to be able at the last to
utter with calm confidence to com­
mit our spirit—the inward, the real
man which has been undergoing a
renewing process day by day, while
the outward man, the perishable in­
strument, so to speak, of the in­
ward, has been decaying. This last
voice shows that the darkness indi­
cated by the 4th had completely
passed away. “ At evening time
there shall be light." J. E. L.

(Cljristinn (Bbibrnce,
&c., &c.

By Chas. Watt.

“ Take heed lest there shall be
any one that makclh spoil of you
through his philosophy and vain
deceit, after the tradition of men,
after the rudiments of the world,
and not after Christ."

The subject of a conversation at
which Carlyle was present, but took
no part, was “ Evolution." After a
considerable time a pause occuring,
Carlyle emphatically and with
solemnity, observed, “ Gentlemen,
you seem well pleased to trace your
descent from a tadpole and an ape,
but I would rather say with David,
Lord, then hast made me but a little
loner than the angels.

The Verbal Theory. — The
Presbyterians of N.S.W. have, this
year, elevated into the highest seal
in the ‘‘ecclesiastical court ” of their
denomination a gentleman by the
name of Mclnncs who is the
minister of "St. Davids." In his
op< ning speech this "moderator ol
the general assembly" made the cars 

of his canny associates tingle by the
freedom of his utterances, and some
of them turned theologically giddy
as they watched his airy flight into
the cloudy region of the “ Higher
Criticism. lie is not merely an
apt pupil of Professor Briggs and
Canon Driver, but he out-Drivers
Briggs in his bold and uncompro­
mising opposition to the *• Inspira-
tion of the Bible." According to
Mr. Mclnncs this “verbal theory"
is the string that has confined “ the
Church" in the past and hindered
her usefulness. But now, “ It has
gone, and its loss will be great gain."
He did not particularly specify what
had gone, still less what remained
afterwards. The only statement
that he vouchsafed was, “Thegreat
gain from the disappearance of the
verbal theory was that Christ was
thereby restored to His proper place
and authority." But just how
Christ would remain when the
Scriptures that reveal Him have
been committed to the tombs of
exploded fables he did not try to
show. Doubtless his error springs
from the Calvanistic absurdity that
real religion is a conscious experience
apart from the “dead letter" of the
word. This, at least, is the capital
and fundamental fallacy of modern
christendom.

Dr. Clifford's conclusion was, “In
so far as the Bible is a revelation of
God to man of the way of life and
of the Christian faith and service it
is absolutely inerrant. The real
difficulties relate to the literary and
historical qualities of the contents of
the Bible.' So says this “advanced
thinker," and he has been roundly
abused for what is called his “ sur­
render of the Christian position.'
But our Sydney Mac. looks down
with contempt upon any view that
would give either inspiration or
authority to the Bible, and in effect
shuts up the volume with “ It >s
good so far as it goes, but it is un­
necessary—Christ is His own all
sufficient evidence." No wonder
there was quite a storm in the
ministerial tea-pot afterwards, and
some of his brethren of the tie
hunted around to try and and find
out the whereabout of their Modera­
tor.

Once on a time a paper kite
, mounted to a wondrous height.
W here, giddy with its elevation,
It ihui cvpic-.xtl telf admiration.

See how yon crow th of gaiinx people
Admire niy flight alwvc the Uccple-
I low they would wonder it they knew
All that a kite like me could do
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Were I but free I'd take my flight
And pierce the clouds beyond their light
Hut .»h* like a poor prisoner bound.
My string confines me near the ground

rd brave the eagle's towering wing.
Might I but fly t-tihoul a tiring.
It tugged, it strained, while thus it spoke.
To break the string, at last it broke.

Deprived at once of all its stay.
In vain it tried to soar away
Unable its own weight to bear.
It fluttered downwards through the air.
Unable its own course to guide.
The winds soon plunged it in the tide.
Ah. foolish kite, thou had'sl no wing,
How could st thou fly without a string ?
One eminent preacher says:

“ I have great sympathy with
much that is most advanced in the
methods of modern criticism. Ail
my leanings are that way; but
when it comes to eliminating the
history out of the New Testament,
when it comes to striking out of the
birth and life of Jesus Christ every­
thing that is miraculous. I do not
call that criticism. Why, these
things which you have erased are
the gospel! “ The gospel remains,"
you say ? You dry up the sources
of the river, but the river will flow
on still; you extinguish the sun,
but light and heat still remain ; and
you reduce the gospel to the vanish­
point, and make it a romance, and
then say, “ Nothing is gone : the
gospel still remains." Nothing is
gone when you have dried but the
sources of the river hit the river ;
nothing is gone when you have ex­
tinguished the sun but the sun ; and
nothing is gone when you have
massacred the fac'd s of gospel hist­
ory, nothing is gone but the gospel;
notliing is gone but the light of the
world in which men have walked ;
nothing is gone but the water of life
which men have drunk, and in
which men have found sweet re­
freshment. Young man and woman
listen to me in the most earnest
word 1 have to say this morning—
“ Hold by the facts of the history of
Christ, for there is the hiding of the
gospel's power."

Bible Contradictions.—L. W.
Scott in his Hand book of Christian
Evidence p,p. 32-4 says: “This
unity that extends throughout nature
and the Bible, proves that they both
have the same authorship. But
there are apparent discrepancies in
lx*th nature and the Bible, and this
but affords another parallel. There
1 not a real contradidion in nature.
1 will adduce one example from
tach. I first specify an apparent
contradiction in nature. lake a

pebble in one hand and a cork in the
other. Go to a pool; kt the pebble
loose at the lop of the water and the
cork loose at the bottom. One falls
doi.11 through the water to tin bottom,
while the other falls uf through the
water to the tof. There appears to
be a palpable contradiction, but
there is no real contradiction. When
we understand the principle of
specific gravity all is rendered plain
and simple, and we arc led to admire
the unity and the harmony of
nature's laws. The specific gravity
of the water being less than that of
the pebble and greater than that of
the cork, the former sinks while the
latter rises in that clement.

All the apparent discrepancies in
the Bible are just as easily reconciled
as the one in nature cited, and like
it affords evidence of unity and har­
mony. I give one example: Jcr.
34: 3: Ezck. 12: 13. Jeremiah
told Zedekiah, King of Judah, that
he should l>e taken and delivered
into the hands of the King of
Babylon, *' and," continues he,
“ thine eyes shall behold the ey?s of
the King of Babylon, and he shall
speak with thee mouth to mouth and
thou shalt go to Babylon." “ Thou
shalt not die by the sword."
Ezekial represents the Lord as say­
ing to Zedekiah, “ I will bring him
to Babylon, the land of the Chal­
deans, yet shall he not see it though
he shall die there." This has the
appearance of contradiction. How
could he die in Babylon if he was
not to see it ? How could he see
the King of Babylon and yet nut
see Babylon? How can both pre­
dictions about his dying be true ?
But when we turn to the history of
the case all is very plain and har­
monions. He saw the King of
Babylon with his own eyes, but net
in Babylon, but in Riblah, where he
was first taken after his capture on
the plains of Jericho, and there his
eyes were put out. Then he was
taken to Babylon blind; so he did
mt see it though he died there. He
did not die by the sword, however,
but by a natural death in prison.
See 1 Kings 25 : 6, 7; Jer. 52 : 11.
Any discrepancy which may appear
in the whole Bible is just as easy of
solution as this one when candidly
examined and the light of all the
fadls of the case."

After all i. not the position of this
Scott loftier than that of the Scot of
the prececding note? Why is it
called the “ Higher Criticism" when
it degrade'.! the Bible ? Certainly
uur Lord wa. not a “higher critic," 

for He frequently referred to the
O.T. Scriptures, even appealing to
bear out His own teaching and
claims. And as for the inspiration
and authority of the N.T. writings,
we shall hold to these as the loftiest
conception it is possible to present
to us, until the “higher critics"
bring down their substitute for our
examination. Goethe's estimate was
a noble and not exaggerated one,
“ There is visible in the gospels the
inflection of a grandeur, proceeding
from the person of Christ, and of as
divine a nature as the divine has
appeared upon earth. If I am
asked whether it is my nature to
render it adoring homage, I answer
Certainly. However intellectual
culture may progress, however,
science may grow in ever-widening
extent and depth, and the human
mind expand as it will - beyond the
grandeur and moral elevation of
Christianity, as it shines and gleams
in the gospels there will be no
advance."

3firnrtlj nnb Wnntt.
Dr A. II. Bryant.

BE PATIENT WITH THE
CHILDREN.

DY W. r. I IILLOS. M D.
They have such tiny feet!
They have gone such a little- way to meet
The yean which arc required to break
Their steps to evenness. and make
Them go more sure and slow
They have such little ham! .!
Be kind—-things arc so new and life but

stands
A step beyond the doorway All around
New day has found
Such tempting things to shine upon, and ■ a
The hands are tempted oft. you know
They arc such fond, clear cyc-t.
Tint open to surprise
At every turn I They are to often held
To cun or flowers showers soon di pcllcd
By looking in our face .
lane asks for such, mure grace
They arc such fair, frail gifts!
Uncertain as the rifts
Of light that lay along the sky -
They may nut be here by an I bye.
Give them not lave, tut mere, above
And harder patier.ee with the 1 ..c

THE PUBLICANS CONVER­
SION.

i. ruHV.

W
ILLIAM BURNS v.a.pi..uh-

ing one evening in the c-pen
airtoa va imultilu-!. . lie
had JU I tiuiJnd, when a

patier.ee
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man came timidly up to him and
said :

“ Oh, sir, will you come and see
my dying wife ? "

Burns consented, but the man im­
mediately said:

“ Oh, I am afraid when you know
where she is you won’t come."

“ I will go wherever she is," he
replied.

The man then tremblingly told
him that he was the keeper of the
lowest public house in one of the
most wretched districts.

“ It does not matter," said the
missionary ; “ come away."

As they went, the man, looking
up in the face of God's servant, said
earnestly :

“ Uh, sir, 1 am going to give it up
al the term."

Burns replied: “ There are no
terms with God." However much
the poor publican tried to get Burns
to converse with him about the slate
of his soul and the way of salvation,
he was unable to draw another word
than these: “ There are no terms
with God."

The shop was at last reached.
They passed through it in order to
reach the chamber of death. After
a little conversation with the dying
woman, the servant of the Lord en­
gaged in prayer, and while he was
praying the publican left the room,
and soon a loud noise was heard,
something like a rapid succession of
determined knocks with a great
hammer. Was this not a most un­
seemly noise to make on such a
solemn occasion as this ? Is the
man mad ? No.

When Burns reached the street,
he beheld the wreck of the signboard
strewn in splinters upon the pave­
ment. The business was given up
for good and all. The man had in
earnest turned his back on the low
public house and returned to the
Lord, who had mercy upon him,
and unto our God, who abundantly
pardoned all his sins. Nothing
transpired in his after life to dis­
credit the reality of his conversion.

listers’ JJittjc.
-------------- :o:--------------

’•Build each other up, even a.-. also yc
do"- 1 TIim 5: n (w v.)

IIOUAKIIOLD LIllLr. READINGS

1‘tilniJiltt This book has the charaZlcr
ul a ptr j-in.il confession The preacher
Marts with reproducing the phase cl despair
and wcarini ..into whit li his t xp-rirm e ti.ul
|.-d him Then, having laid bare the depths 

to which he had fallen, he retraces the paths
by which he had travelled. First, he had
sought after wi xlom as that to which God
seemed to call him. but found "sore trial "
(1 : 13). The first experiment in the search
alter happiness had failed, and he tried
another, but this also failed to give him
peace (2 . 11) He classes all human courses
in the works of pleasure as "vanity of vani­
ties," but says the secret of a true life is
that a man should consecrate the vigor of
his youth to God (u: 1). which will lead
us to hear the conclusions of the whole
matter. " Fear God and Ar// Hit contir.jnJ-
tr.tnlt, for this is the whole duty of man (13).

Son* 0/Solomon —In this song he brings
before Us the brightness of his youth, and
foretells the loic Christ and His church
have for each other

John.— It is generally understood that
the disciple whom Jesus loved wxs the
author ol this gospel He refers at the
beginning to Him who in this world was
known as Jesus, but who existed before the
world was, ns the Word by w hom all things
were created John tells us more of w hat
passed within the apostolic circle than
the writers ol the other gospels. We find
running all through the gospel an exactness
of description lie knows the days and the
hours when events occurred, and knows ii
was the tenth, or seventh, or sixth hour
He was a witness whose record was true
• 9 ■ 35- M. Manton.

EXECUTIVE.
Mrs. Maston opened the meeting by

announcing our favorite 172 : bible reading,
John 15: t-ti Quite a number of letters
were received, Including one from Mrs.
Ludbrook (sr.). conveying the unwelcome
intelligence that as she would probably lie
absent some time, she thought best to lender
her resignation, which was accepted with
much regret, the sisters unanimously ex­
pressing their sorrow and trusting that
tome day we should have the pleasure of
welcoming her amongst us. Arrangements
were made finally it the Sisters' Conference
It was thought advisable to nominate
another sister for election as one of the
vice-presidents as Sisters Davis and Prior
declined to be nominated The name of
Sister Hall was proposed by Sisters Davis
and Heron to be added to the list of
nominees.

We decided to rend our usual collision
Io a brother in distress. The sisters being
busy preparing for conference accounted for
the fad that no reports were handed in
Several prayers having been offered for the
success of our w ork the meeting was dismissed

CORRESPONDENCE.
5G7 Fifth Avenue. Pittsburg.

Pennsylvania. Dec 25. '93.
CHRISTMAS TIME

" Sound over all waters, reach out from all
lands,

The chorus of voices, the clasping of hands.
Sing hymns that were sung by the stars of

the tnorn.
Sing songs of the angels when Jesus war.

born
With glad jubilation
Bring hope to the nation !

1 he dark night is ending and hope has
begun :

Rise, hope of the ages, arise like the sun ;
All speech flow to music—all hearts beat as

one "
Dt’AR Ext ct.iivi: Si-.TEH:., -Wenrcrlght

in the midst ol the Christmas tide Our
hearts are full of gratitude, for Ij it not the
kind, lurgising, charitable, pleasant time.

when we give to one another the sweet
evangel —" Fear not, for behold I bring you
good tidings of great joy. which shall be to
all people; for unto you is born this day, in
the city of David a Saviour, which is Christ
the laird" How fitting it is to recall the
story ol Bethlehem, in all Its attractive and
interesting details, and sec through it the
expression of our. Father's love. The at­
tention of the whole world is called to the
infant Messiah. Hts life is an example and
inspiration to all lives; His faithful obed­
ience to his parents, and to the simple
every-day duties of life, is a guide to bop
of all classes ; and His patient, pcrfeA life
a constant counsel to all The children of
the Sunday schools in America make It a
time of much rejoicing; Christmas trots
laden with gifts reward scholars who have
never missed a Sunday through the year;
also to others who have brought new
scholars Many delightful Christmas exer­
cises are given, and the poor and destitute
abundantly remembered. For weeks before
the shops present a gala appearance.
Around the windows you see many little
waifs peering eagerly at the good-natured
" Santa Claus" with a large pack ol
presents on his back —for good children!
In other windows arc every variety of toys
to gladden and delight It is a sight to
watch the passers-by, heavy laden with
parcels- sometimes a sled, again a rocking-
horse, both too large to be wrapped up;
and market baskets so well filled —turkey
and celery sticking out from the lop. You
wouldn't think there was any hard Unit
here I

At Central Church each class had some
part on the Xmas SS. programme, but the
infant class under the able guidance of our
Sis .Tener was most deservedly prominent
A special feature of the Christmas time this
year was the bringing of gifts for the poor,
by the children. Income Sunday Schools
a cake of soap from each scholar was asked
for; In another, a potato. Fancy a
school of 300 each bringing a potato I
Even the day schools vied with eacn other
in bringing gifts. Sometimes there were
special contributions. In our ••Toorak"
distriA some of the schools dispensed with
receiving gifts, to give the came in food to
the poor in their distriA. Some of the
churches arranged with some of the young
people through the medium of the King'
Daughters to have one of their members
lake an Interest In a special family and
report to them for things needed by ruch
families. At "Central " we hadncollection
taken up for the poor after the exercise’
were over, which was quite a generous one
In fair Australia with Its sunshine ar.J
flow cm they hardly need such a cheer at
Xmas, but it makes the dreariest part of the
winter time—when we have to slay in by
the fireside—very bright, for after the new
year dawns then comes the hope of spring­
time.
" The air is vocal with the season's mirth.
Glad chlmci and carols for the Christ-

child's birth;
Wi'bin the hou-e all happy harmony.
The children brimming o'er with glee;
Dear friends full of kindest ministry ;
My heart o'er flows with sympathy
And yet. and yet the tears will fill mine

eyes.
And o'er and o'er unto my heart 1 say.

Ten thousand mllea away
And this Is Christmas Day.

Ten thousand mile 1 away
Uponthl .blr <d day,
lo all sweet home joy . consecrate
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Strangers amid the merry Christmas throng
That crowds the busy street.
Yet cheer brave heart, if we but struggle on.
The victory will at length be won ;
Let us lift up our hearts,
And bravely add our voices
To the grand song with which the earth re­

joices.
Knowing it matters not what distance parts
Each from the other— tho' ten thousand

miles away,
IF/ art tagilhtr on this Christmas Day."

P.S.—26th, mail just’in—bringing word —
our dear Sister Lawson and Father
McCoughtry are—

" Safe in the arms of Jesus,
Safe on His gentle breast,
1 here by His love o'ershaded,
Sweetly they’ve gone to rest.

Your loving sister in the 1-ord.
Antoinette K. Tiiukgood.

SISTERS’ CONFERENCE.

The Ninth Annual Conference waa held
in Lygon-atrcct Cha|>cl. on Wednesday.
March 21st. It was most successful
both as regards number? and lhejntcrest
manifested in the proceedings. The after­
noon meeting was presided over by Sis.
Huntsman, who opened the meeting by
announcing hymn <47, " Oh God our help
in ages past;” prayers by Sisters Rowles,
Lyall,and Huntsman; Bible reading, Psalm
65. Commenting thereon, our presiding
sister said t—We come before you with
thankful hearts today. The depression,
about which we spoke last year, has not
lightened, but rather increased, and most
of us have us have felt it to a greater or
lesser degree. We have lo.t some of our
gixxl workers, others have been laid aside
through sickness, but God has answered
prayer. Sometimes we think we have been
ovvr anxious. We arc told In "cast our
burden upon the Lord " In the 1st Joshua
the laird commanded the children of
| .rai l to “Go Forward." So we must
g» forward As one staler and another
dropi out of the ranks we who remain must
buckle to and work all the harder, remcni-
betin,; "God bearcth our burdens "

S;. Pallet gave the welcome greeting
in her happiest manner, bidding all welcome
to our conference. We were sivten. and
should enjoy our ble-vcd rclatiandiip of
being •‘Kings daughters" and serve the
Lord with gladness. We were rejoiced to
have Sis. Pittman amongst us once more
Sis. Lee, of Colac. responded on behalf of
the visiting sisters.

The minutes and corrc.pondettcc having
been received, the Executive report told
us "The sisters had worked in harmony
and love, having held twelve meetings, with
an average attendance of twenty-one " Two
sister* have sot miased a meeting, and two
others Lave cr.ly missed once Have col­
lected m our meetings £6 5s. 6J Have
held one missionary meeting during the
jcar. which was a marked improvement
on those held last year The Visiting
Committee have paid six visits during the

We have been called upon to part with
another of cur sisters, our bister I-awson
having been called home r.n Nov rath ■
;-!:c tv greatly missed for her motherly !
ways an I pleasant words of counxl and I

The Treasurer’s report was exceedingly
brief, and had this good point, it showed us
to be out of debt, and 1/1 in hand.

Publishing report had also the merit of
brevity, and included thanks to the editors
of Standard and Pianttr for their kindness
in granting us space, and to Mrs. Lud-
brook senr., for her untiring labors on
behalf of the Sisters' Page

V.M.F.—Mrs Pittman's report of Vic­
torina Mission Fund showed £>27 bad been
collected during the year.

Sunday school work was reported by
our Sister Schofield who had been a Sun­
day school teacher for fifty-four years.
Reports were received from Duncaitcr,
Suanston-strcct. St. Kilda. Ascot Vale,
Corowa and Footscray. Number of im­
mersions reported at Executive during the
year, 70.

A large number of Dorcas reports were
received, our sisters following the example
of her who dwelt at Joppa, making gar­
ments for and giving relief to the |xx>r.
Enmore, Brisbane, Prahran, Collingwood,
Marrickvillc, Corowa, Echuca, Ballarat,
Elizabelh-strcct, Sydney, and Swanstun-
street reported.

Rc|»rts were received of the Sisters’
prayer meetings at North Fitzroy, Malvern,
Brisbane, Lower Corowa, and Enmore

Temperance is dear to the hearts cl the
majority of the sisters. It was quite cheer­
ing to see the number cf white bows at
Conference. Mrs. Huntsman gave her
u-ual comprehensive report of the work
done during the year.

Hoifital I'isitati-'n might engage our at­
tention more, as only three sisters reported
thcmsclwa as regularly engaged in this
work We trust before next conference
twice as many may we their way to visit
the sick and help cheer them in their hours
of pain. The second year's course of
"Dili/ Hradiitgt" has not been 10 largely
availed of as last year The Sunday
school Icisoru only embrace a small portion
of God's Word. We ought to read our
Bibles more thoroughly

fuj.u.' ll’vrA was reported by Mrs. Pitt­
man Our sister savs the only remedy is to
get the law " to make the sin a crime and
punish both.” As a means of prevention
classes might be formed for young girls
just breaking away from home restraint,
where we could teach them to respect them­
selves, and by that means prevent the evil,
which Is on the increase.

The constitution was passed clause by
clause, after sonic discussion, the following
speaking to it.—Sisters Pittman. Pallott,
McGregor, Cust. Dickens (-car). Maston.
Davies and Schofield The officer* fur the
ensuing year were then elected The
meeting then adjourned fur tea, when the
tables were twice filled. Returns allowed
220 sister* al the afternoon session.

The evening "se.sion" was "called" to
order by Mrs Maston at 7 o'clock Alter
devotional exercises the roll call uas an­
swered by churches with text or ver-e of
hymn, wtvich showed we bod representa­
tive* present irum Axot Vale, Bright ^1,
Brunswick, Carlton. North Carlton. Col­
lingwood. Cheltenham. Colac. Corowa. Dan
ca.tcr. North 1 itr.roy. I ilzroy Talieriiaclc,
I airfield Park. I out aray, G.ibquil, Haw­
thorn, K vniva. Melbourne. Melbourne South
Mcllhjurtic Nth , M dvern, My I.l N.'-.mn-
k> 1, Prahran. Purl 1 airy, Richmond North.
bt I.ilia, hunt, Hill.,: i.h Yatr.i. \Vll
ham t.< ■ 1. and Wdungt n, N /

j !. • art . ! t ... ■ .1 • ' . full Of
counsel and love, w.i. lo l by Mr . Mi- I
Ccugliiry. Foreign Mu*iomuy work re-|

ported by Mrs. Maston, embraced notice*
of Kanaka work, in which our Bro Thomp­
son has been untiring in his labors, having
five mission stations, where he ha. held
during the year 417 meeting*, and bapliwd
-I*), 1 he Marburg mission, which originated
through the instrumentality of Sister Hous­
ton and was taken up by the church at
Marburg, it prospering. fwenty-one con­
verts have been baptised during the year
Sister Mary Thompson, like thegool Pud.
of Rome. “labors much In the Lord.” Our
sister Rivet lessons in the school*. and
teaches from house to house in the villages
The Chinese within our gates are still being
taught three nights a week, there being jj
pupih and jy teachers on the roll. Colling
weed. Malvern nnd Doncaster Mi-ion
Banda sent reports.

The Endeavor rrjxnt was read by Mi->
Romctsch, and included rcjKirli from Brigh­
ton. Brunswick. Carlton, Carlton North,
Enmore (NSW), 1'ootscrav, Hawthorn,
Kensington. North Richmond, North Mel­
bourne. Warrnambool, Hobart and Colling­
wood. al*o a icjK>rt from Vernor (Queens­
land). From these returns we find that wu
have : Alike members, jzg . associate, 57 .
honorary, jt total ;tj ; joined the church
from societies during the year, 15 ; engaged
in leaching and members of Sunday school*,
55, Band of Hope work (reported). 6,

i ( hint c Mission work (reporter!), j ; oilier
mission work (reported), y. An interesting
paper on "Practical Christianity,” wa.
prepared and read by Mix* Ender by, of
i.ygon-street  One on "Woman's Inline.-.v-.
was prepared by Mrs Jcxiic Brown, <>l
Hobart The North Melbourne and the
Lygon-slrcel societies each favored with
choruses. Miss Jessie Laing sang "Sun
shine and Rain, and Mrs McClelland
and Mi > J Dickens the dun •• Win n Shall
We Meet *” Miss Kathleen Enderby g ive
a highly appreciated recitation, Addition
of Fractions ” A collection was taken lor
expenses amounting to /j iSs. </d.

RESOLUTIONS.
The following resolutions were read and

adopted —
1. Revolved that thb conference record

its loving and devout gratitude to our
Father in heaven who boa brought u.
together from the tliflercnt churchci with
the earnest desire to labor in Ills vineyard

2. Knowing the prcxxlrg need of evange­
listic work in our mid a, we a* a Msterhuud
determine to do all in our power to help otir
brethren In their endeavors to extra J the
cau-.c of Christ in Victoria.

3. As we believe that preventive work
is much needed werccommend to the sisters
ol each church the desirability ul lormlrg
clashes in their respective ihvtriilv 1 r young
girls who do not attend Sun Jay School

4 That the thanks of this meeting are
due to the ollicers of Lygon-st and Swa :.-
ton-st churcbci lor the use of their build­
ings, to the sisters who have entertained
u» and prepared papers, as well a* tl. c
who have • • kindly catered f.r us. alxa
those who have cheered u» with their vv-cct
tinging

Mr. Cust, In tbe -d b s of Mrs C ■;
h i:a. i:<tr««luc 1 t!:i n- " :• Pre ' t,
Mr. I hurgu 11 . A.ti.'g IT ' '. Mr*
Hunt man; Vk H. n Ms
lark Ml ■ ■ Hill and i .- ffl Tr - -. r,
Mt Walk- 1

••(. «1 k with .1 an 1 j -ay<r I t. . J.t
. ir mr t. ■„ f f 1 4 Io a d

bECMLlAKY
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iltrforitui (Confcrrnrr.
-------- :o:---------

TEMPERANCE MEETING.

On Thursday evening, March
22nd, a temperance demonstration
was held. Bro. A. Miliis in the
chair. A very attractive programme
was given of songs, duets, recita­
tions, choruses, &c. Bro. F. M.
Lttilbrook gave an address on “The
Churches duty to the temperance
movement." Mrs. Press (president
of W.C.T.U.) delivered an address
on “ Woman's sphere in relation to
the temperance question." Mr. Jno.
Vale (Secy. Vitftorian Alliance)
addressed the meeting on “ The
Liquor traffic Veto Bill."

--------o--------
The Annual Conference of the

Chinches of Christ in Victoria was
commenced on Friday, 23rd inst.,
in the Christian Chapel, Carlton.

Bro. A. 11. Bryant, president of
the conference, occupied the chair.

A short devotional service was
held in which a number of brethren
took part.

New churches started at Brim,
South Yarra, and Kerang East were
added to the conference.

Letters of congratulation were
read from South Australia, New
South Wales and West Australia.
Bro. Golc of Sydney, who was pre­
sent, conveyed fraternal greetings
from the Brethren in New South
Wales and made reference to the
desirability of holding International
Conferences, as certain questions
required consideration.

A letter was also read from
Messrs. Webb and Webb offering
to take photographs of delegates.
At a later stage of the meeting this
offer was accepted.

Bro. M. W. Green wrote referr­
ing to an appeal for aid appearing
in the pages of the Piciuer, and while
thanking the brethren for their kind-
Hess, desired that any funds collected
should be handed over to Bro.
Macallistcr.

Resolved that the secretary be
instructed to convey to Brethren M.
W. Green and D. Macallistcr the
sympathy of the conference in their
alilidion.

The roll of representatives was
then called, when it was found that
the following 55 churches had ap­
pointed representatives: —

Ascot Vale R Conning, J. 1 Wisrman;
Adelaide Lead I (. Dunn, Brighton
|.r. Mibll, D Barker. Bordertown
(. A) W T'jinlin-.'.'ii, J McCallum, Ban
go rung G H Brun tie. Uroadmcndowo
- (name not sent): Brlm--G II Browne;

Bet Oct—Isaac Selby, Berwick-Percy
Pittman, Hugh Paul; Ballarat West—
Chas. Morris jun.; Corowa and Wahgun-
yah—C. Johnson, R McCance, W. T
Clapham; Cheltenham—G B Moysey,
E. T. Penney. W, Wolf; Carlton (Lygon-
strect)—F. Payne, W.C Craigic,R.Tnvcit:
Croydon—W Smedley, E Berry; Carl­
ton North—R. B. Davis, A. M. Brjdcn.
Collingwood—P. Conning. — Wetenhall;
Dandonong—W. J. Pear), E Knights;
Drummond—T. Rouse, A Maine; Don­
caster— F. Smedley. Jno Tully, G Petty .
Dlnyarrak—J McCallum; Echuca— T.
F. Robinson, — Carr. Fitzroy North-
11 Berry, A. Miliis, W. Collings; Fcrni-
hurst—W D Little. Jas Treble; Fitzroy
—Jas. McGregor, T II Parkes; Foots-
cray------Davidson, — Wooster.— Hollis;
Galaqull—R. Howard, W W. White;
Geelong —H F. Christopher, C Hale ;
Gombargana (N’.S.W )—W. T. Clapham ;
Homobush—W.C Thurgood; Hawthorn
—W. H. Bardwell, W. l inger, — Hardie;
Kaniva—F. Jcllctt, J McCallum, Kerang
East W D Little; Kyabram—G H.
Bishop; Lanccflcld —E J. W. Meyer, R
Buchanan; Lllllmur—A B. Maston, J.
McCallum ; Melbourne (Swar.ston-street)
—C. G. Lawson. I. Wylie, F. A. Kemp;
Melbourne North A Mazcogarb,
Timmins, W J. Phillips; Melbourne
South—C. H. Martin. — Williams, S.
Pippard; Malvern—B. Huntsman, A. E
Illingworth; Mildura -M.McLellan; Mln-
yip —R | Dick ; Newmarket J Morris.
J. Hambridge, J. Amcss; Prahran-J
Quilllam, R. Drummond, W. Silk ; Port
Fairy -J Barnacle; Richmond North—
T. Darnley, E. Winch; St. Kilda—John
Barnett, James Gardner ; Surrey Hills
J lloltcn. W. Wilson; South Yarra—D.
A. Lewis, J Eaton; Taradalo—John Sar­
geant; Toombullup—A L Archer; V/cd-
derburn—W D Little. J Treble; Wil­
liamstown—J Walker. R McDonald;
Warracknabcal las Cust; Yanac North
— D A. Ewers. J. McCallum; Yarrawnlla
- Robert Lyall.

The minutes of last year’s conference
were read and confirmed.

chairman's address.
Bru. A. H. Bryant congratulated those

present on again assembling to transact the
business of the conference. The work of
the Missionary Committee had been carried
on in a time of great financial depression,
but the committee having faith in Godj
went forward, and had managed to weather '
the storm and bring these cl safely into
port '1 he progress during the year, though
favorable, had not been all that could have
been desired The degree of success m
modern times would not compare with that
made in the apostolic age. and the reason
of this was a want of approximation to the
divine ntodsl A splendid future awaited
the church if the brethren were mindful to
do the work Ijing before them. There,
therefore, should be no relaxation of effort.
none of the present workers should Iw dis­
pensed with, but when opportunity offered
other laborers thould lx- sent into the field

whether the Vidlorian brethren would join
in an intercolonial conference, and it so
would they be agreeable to it being held in
Adelaide. This letter was carefully con­
sidered, and it svas decided to inform our
S.A brethren that it svas deemed inexpedient
to hold a federal conference this year

The item regarding the work of the
•• Relief Committee” was then considered
It svas reported that 799 families had been
relieved. Bro. Bardwell proposed and Bro.
Finger seconded, that this be adopted.

The clause relating to finances showed
that in the Home Mission a’c the sum of
£981 18s ?d. had been received. and £980
123. nd. had been disbursed, leaving £1
5s. 8d. on hand. This svas the state of the
funds at the end of February, but when the
receipts since audit, and the liabilities were
taken into consideration it showed a deficit
of /15. On the motion of Bm. Wilson and
Laing the clause re finances was adopted

The recommendation of the committee
that the annual collodion be taken up in
Melbourne and country districts on the
first Sunday in the year svas duly carried.

AUSTRALASIAN YEAIl-UOOK.

The sum of £5 svas voted to the Austral
Publishing Co. tow ards cost of publishing a
year book of Australasian Conferences.

The remainder of the clauses deal­
ing with finances were put to the
meeting and carried. Il svas also
resolved ••That in future a supplementary
statement of assets and liabilities be added
to the treasurer's report.”

The statistics shewed as follows:—
The numlicr of churches on the statistical

schedule is 96, an increase of six over last
year. T he aggregate membership is 5,404.
The gains are : - By faith and baptism, 426;
letter, 303; formerly baptised, 82; restor­
ation. 23; Total. H34. The losses are: —
By letter, 304; death, 49; removal and
revision of rolls, 372 ; Total, 725 AGual
increase, 109. Il will be noticed that the
churches arc still busy revising their rolls,
the losses under this head being even
greater than last year, when the numb r
was 338. The additions by faith and bap­
tism. viz , 426, speaks well for the activity
of the churches.

The total number of schools l» 53. "■••It
4.448 scholars and 43S teachers, an Increase
of 5 schools, 153 scholars, and 4 teachers
The number added to the church from Sun­
day Schools is 109. being a decrease of 6j
as compared with last year.

The Sisters' Conference and lhe vvurk
done by the sisters were duly recognised.
anda hearty vote of thanks was accorded
them T he- sum of £127 had been collected
by the sisters during the )car

HOME MISSIONARY Rl.l ORT
The clause relating to suburban circuits

war. adopted.
Bro W. D Little spoke in ccnncCiijn

with the paragraph bearing his name, and
showed the nature of the difficulties attend­
ing his work. His remarks were supple­
mented by Bro Cair of the Echuca church
Bro Ouilliam advccalul mere concentration
ol the wt.rk in Echuca

Brethren \\ . T Clapham and C. luhnron
arldrc .1 the meeting in regard tn thcwoik
in lhe Corowa dktrkt. .-.nd spike hopefully
of the wi ik lying tx-fi.ie them

Bi.1 \V. W Tomlinson madesonw*08
gc.lions In r<gartl to future woik. and
f.>!b.,.r.l I,; Bro MrCillum of North Yanac.
who related tome incidents in ccnncCii--m
with the woik in that district
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Uro. G. H. Browne gave some very en­
couraging fails in connexion with the
"Malice" district. His remarks were
followed by Brethren White and Cust.

Bro M McLellan in speaking of his work
during the past year alluded to the finance-.
and urged the necessity for more general
giving in order to carry on successfully the
work lying before us

I UTURE WORK.
Paragraphs relating to the Corowa.

Echuca. Malice and West Wimmera dis­
tricts were remitted to the consideration of
the incoming committee.

The suggestion that Bro. Park lie assisted
in his Bible Waggon Mission was approved
by the conference, anti the Missionary
Committee was instruCled to carry out the
Mme tf possible.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
President—C G. Law-son . Vice-Presi­

dent—I) A Ewers; Treasurer—W C.
Thurgood . Secretary—M McLellan ; As­
sistant Secretary—R. Lyall

Home Missionary Committee— F G.
Dunn. W. C. Craigte, I. E. Laing. W Wil­
son. A. II. Bryant. J Pittman. A. Shaw.

Foreign Missionary Committee —F M
Ludbrook, I E. Laing, W C Thurgood,
W Wilson

Temperance Committee—C. II. Martin. A.
Millis. F McClean, F. Payne, I Barnacle,
II. Gilmour, W J Phillips.

Educational Committee—J E Laing. A
Shaw. I Selby, F G Dunn. W C. Craigie,
W Wilson

Essayist for next year—Miss Elira Me-
Coughtry. Conference preacher lor next
year—J Pittman.

HOME MISSIONARY NIGHT.
Friday evening was devoted to a special

programme, commencing at 745. Suitable
sacred selections in tolos, duetts, and
choruses were rendered by various brethren
and sisters Addrc—c.i were delivered by
Bru Moysey on "The Necessity of Home
Mis.ions”; Bro Ewers on " 1 in-Practical
Kt. .ults arising from Home Mis.Ions," and
Bro Selby on "The Nev.I of Supporting
Home Mi-..ions "

A collection was taken up. amounting to
XS t.p od cash, promi «■-» amounting to
£i\ H s from individuals, and from
churches for evangelists' services for their
juuticular district* At 10 o'clock the
conference adjourned till Saturday morning

EDUCATIONAL COMMITTEE-!* Ri mitT.
On a-.-^mbling on Saturday morning at

io this report was considered, and after a
lengthy diicu.-.ion was adopted A rc solu­
tion was carried, in which certain matter*
were referred to the consideration of the
committee

Mxston, and Brethren F M Ludbrook, F
McClean and W. Wilson The Chinese
Class gave some exercises, which showed
fair progress Bro E Gole. secretary of
Foreign Mission, N S W . also addre*. -cd
the meeting.

A letter was read from Bro G L Whar­
ton, relating to the work in Hurda. Solos
were given by Miss Benson and Sydney,
Pittman, also a reading by Mi-.s I-aing

A telegram was at this junAure received
from the Tasmanian Conference, conveying
fraternal greetings, which was received
with applau c

The following resolution was propo-^td on
the motion of Brethren Gilmour and Bard­
well—"That this conference pledges itself
to use every lawful means to suppress the
liquor traffic "

AMENDMENT OF CONSTITUTION.
The following notice of motion by Bro

Selby, seconded by Bro. Millis, was carried,
viz .

" That the basis of representation be that
churches having not mote than too mem­
bers be entitled to two representatives. and
one for every succeeding loo. or part of a
hundred."

it was further resolved that the clause
relating to representatives' fees be amended
as follows :

1. Churches of a membership of not more
than too mcmlx-rs. to - per annum

3. Churches ol a mcralscr-diip of more
than 100 members, 20 - per annum, a-iJ Id -
/. r fiery aJJitk nj! 11H> cr [Jit100.

The words in italics form the amendment.
NEXT 1 LACE OF MEETING.

Resolved—" That the Conference next
year be held in the Lygon street chapel,
subject to the sanction of the church
officers."

VOTES OF THANKS

Votes of thanks were passed to the Presi­
dent. the Officers of Lvgon-street Church,
the Auditors, the memoers <4 the various
committees, and to all who had assisted to
make the Conference a succi 1.

At six o'clock the meeting was dosed with
prayer and praise.

The meetings were largely attended
throughout, the audience sometimes reach­
ing between 500 and Coo.

SACRED CONCERT.

On Saturday evening a ucred concert
was given under the auspices of the SS
Union. Bro Lawson presiding Thi» was
a pronounced succ«-.< A con-(durable
number of brethren and sisters give songs.
ducts, recitations, choruses, Ac ’J he
large audience retired at io o'clock, after
having enjoyed the splendid programme
submitted fur thtir delectation.

CONFERENCE .SERMON.

On lord's day afternoon at three o'clock,
a large audience attended in the Lygcn st
Chapel to listen to the annual rt nfcrence
■.crinon, delivered by Bro B W Hunts­
man His f.ubivut was, •• Glorying in the
Cross,” which he treated in it viry able
manner He hod nut only a large, but a
critical audience, a. many uf our preachers
from town ar.d country were pit t-.it

1ICMC.
’I he Annual Picnic was held in the

Royal Park 1 n La.ter Munday , when about
r.*> .1. x.mbb-l and a [ lea-v.l day's outing
wa« mjoyed iu gamr >. -ingmg hymns, and a
variety >1 '•->> . while -.1 ■ <1 out <14/r
Ithss a • ••• < -> - . •-I i;» -u n-’varii'Ui

scripture themes. The weather wax tine
and all seemed to enjoy them .elves
thoroughly.

THE WORLD'S FAIR.
On Easier Monday night A B. Maxton

delivered a most interesting addre.. on
" An evening at the World's Fair " It wav
beau'tfully illustrated with lime-light view ;
descriptive of the magnificent building, and
surroundings of the great Exposition al
Chicago.

There were over 80 views altogether, and
the enchanting scenes that were to lie found
on the shores uf Lake Michigan were repro­
duced on the canvas in a mo.t striking .111.1
vivid manner. The fund of information
collected and retold by Bro Maston in hi.
usual quaint and attractive manner could
not fail to be Instructive as well as enter­
taining Bro M. announced at the close
ol the meeting that he inltnded tn give the
net proceeds to the Home Mission fund/, a
statement that was received with cheers

COME PENCE ISVAY.
On Tuesday evening Bro Hcnvhrlwood

read his essay entitled. " Education in
relation to the ministry of the word." Bro.
Lawson presiding The « . ayi-4 strongly
advocated the support of an "Australian
Bible College. 1 he following brethrvn ti- k
Dirt in the discussion that followed M
McLellan, A B Maston, I Selby. W D.
Little. A Mazengarb, W. C Thurgood, A
Morris and A Downes. A vote of thinks
was carried which was suitably respond' d
to by Bro Hemhclwood

NEW ZEALAND DEPARTMENT.

Southern Division.
Bro J. Inglis Wright, Curgif if, DuaeJta.

BRUNNERTON.— Particular attention
is rcciue.trd to the fact that Brn R Tcn-
nent (-.r) is now- secretary cl the church at
Brutu-.cricin The previous secretary (Pto
Woodford) having removed a long di tivr.ce
away, considerable delay has b:cn cau-.t 1
in the delivery of letters

BRUNNERTON. WEST COAST -On
Lord's day iKth in t I commenced my
work with the brethren in Brunncrtau At
tiatn I met with four other Di-ctplcv to
break the memorial loaf, when I gave an
address on the v.ords ol Paul, " Yc arc teen
as light-. " At 7 p in an audience cf ab’ji
;u gathered in the Taylorville Schixdhuu c
when I spoke on "The book divinexndh v.v
to read it." On Munday , WcCiuv-l.iv .u.J
Friday evenings, by the courtesy .1 the
Wesleyan friends, meetings were I-.-11 tn the
Wesleyan church, wlutv the them:'. .Jr.-
coursed to good audience r were "I he I.,.-
of God," "The grace ol cur Ix nl J- ■
Christ," "The work ol the Holy bj.i t
On Lord's day the zyth at abeut it am 1
I' p‘-> a J one •-■!; > ha 1.
I ■ At J p m •- • . 1:1 • •
bruko the metuorlal loaf, v.htn .:r t..-lv
made ustcr wa-> welcomed I • th • f/.l.-v '. ;•
of the church, and 1 a ! !r< . I the b-. 1-. n
from the words, " Where! 1- rn. is' . 1
brethren be yct!rx!la-.t u-.se ._1 .-. .1' . r. .
abounding in th? u„:k 1 I t! .- 1 • . i t ; -.
much aa ya kn .. i'. . ur lai 1 .; 1 sum
in Hie L ; 1 In l!.’ <•<.:■; a . v.l
.1. I .-.I -. 1 , . n
Human «I : > nt in J, at. .1 1 M ,

; 1 . » -vl.;• - a The
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place of baptism in the gospel.” During
my brief stay here 1 used the local press
freely after each discourse, getting a very
fair report of the main points There is an
interest aroused, and it would be well if 1 ,
could stay to take advantage of it, but other j
engagements Imperatively demand that I
move on. My next field for a short
mission is Ross. During my stav in
Brunncrton I enjoyed the hospitality of Bro. i
Tcnnent and his kind wife.

Feb 27 Titos. J. Bull.
GREYMOUTH.—This afternoon Ibap-

tked a gentleman who liccamc interested, i
, and with whom I had same conversation

before 1 went up to Brunnerton. He is a
teacher by profession, and will 1 think be a
helper and worker In the church.

Feb aS. Titos. J. Dull.
GREYMOUTH.—It must be quite a long

lime since I gave your readers nny Inkling
of what 1 am doing and where 1 may lie
found Christinas week I was under the
influence of Influenza, this with the conse­
quent weakness after recovery delayed me
at least a week in getting away from
Oamaru to my present field.

I left Oamaru on the 10th Jan for Grey­
mouth via Christchurch and Wellington.
The night spent in Christchurch I was the
recipient of Bro Manifold's kind hospitality,
and the greater part of the week spent in
Wellington the like favor 1 received from
Bro and Sister Turner laird's Day, Jan.
14th, was spent with the Wellington church.
the fellowship of which I much enjoyed.

On Friday morning 1 stepped ashore
from the SS. Walnut at Greymouth and
grasped the hand of Bro Dixon, who had
given himself llttlo^rest throughout the
night looking out for the boat. 1 was
Immediately taken to Bro. and Sister
Dixon's hospitable home, and here I have
remained till tho present. Four lord's
dayo have passed since then ; 12 meetings
have been addressed, and three short ot»n
air talks have been given. On Lord's Day
morning tho 4th inst , a baptismal service
was held, when Miss Grace Dixon "was
burled with Christ in baptism," and ruse
again we trust to walk in newness of life

On the afternoon of the same day the
Brnnncrlon brethren met with us to break
the memorial loaf. The next two Lord's
days I expert Io tpend nt Brunnerton,

Iircoching onus many week nights as can
«.• arranged for. The first two Lord's days

in March I hope to spend nt Ross, and
then 1 will begin to make my way eastward
and southward inorder to beat Invercargill
for our Annual Conference. Will all our
Virtorian friends kindly lake note that Ain
street, Oamaru. N Z . still continues to be
my address for long distance correspond­
ents ?

Feb 12 Thomas J Bull.
INVERCARGILL. The church here

has Ixcn much cheered and refreshed by a
visit from Bro. A M Ludbrook, of Mt|.
Ixiurne, who Is having a tour through New-
Zealand. He addressed the church on
Sunday, 4th inst .on "The Elements of a
Strong Church." All prevent were greatly
benefited by the words r.poken Bro. Luu-
brook also addrr-.xd tho Sunday School
children In the afternoon, when there were
a numlxr of parents and friends present
All enjoyed the address. In the evening
he pnatitcd the gospel, the meeting house
Ixlng crowded He very clearly made
known the way of r.ilvntion, so that nunc
need go nway without accepting God's
precious utter

Wc feel sure that much good will result
from his visit to New Zealand Wc pray
that his work for the Master may be blessed
wherever he goes.

Wc are looking forward to a good time at
Easter, when the conference of the Churches
of Christ of the South Island will be held
in Invercargill.

13/3/94. John C. Todd, Sec.

NEW SOUTH WALES DEPARTMENT.

By J. COLDOURXE,

.?> Helrolr Stent. Stuzlerry Hillt, Sydney.

I have but little of interest to chronicle
this month Some small degree of visible
result is apparent in Elizabcth-st. church.
Tho meetings in the church and open-air
have been well sustained Last night the
first fruit of our open-air meetings was
gathered. An earnest sincere believer in
the Lord Jesus put on Christ by being
baptised into his death. He listened to the
simple gospel proclamation in the Park,
followed us to the chapel, where after
listening again to the word of life came
boldly out and confessed Christ. During
the month two left Sydney to reside in
Queensland. They carry with them our
prayersand good wishes.

On Monday last, March 5th. the Mutual
Improvement Class held an entertainment
composed of an exhibition of scientific
Instruments, models of steam engines,
microscopes, elcrtric batteries, etc., etc , a
fruit soiree, and exercises by members
dialogues, recitations and songs This
entertainment was to open the society after
recess. A good number were present and
seemed tn thoroughly enjoy themselves
We hope this society may be as useful and
successful In the future ns It has been in
the past, which has been so far an unquali­
fied success.

The speakersand workers' monthly meet­
lug was held in Elizabeth-st. chapel on
Friday evening last, when a very interesting
paper was read by Bro. R Vercoon a basis
truib of the reformation, " Where the
Scriptures Speak we Speak, and Where the
Scriptures arc Silent wc are Silent " This
paper followed the very able and interesting
paper read last month by Bro. G. P. Jonea.
on ■•How to Promote the Unity of the
Churches of Christ." Both papers were
warmerly criticised, and we believe these
meetings are produrtive of great good, and
at any rate bind us as workers more closely
together. Wc arc sorry that the energetic
secretary of this organisation (Bro. E
Gole), has gone to Melbourne In search
of health. Wc hope he may return im­
proved by the change. '

The cause at Marrickvillc promises well,
the attendances arc good, ana we hope and
expert soon to hear of additions.

The Annual Conference of the churches
will take place cn Friday, March 23rd. in
the Enmoru Tabernacle J Colbournc
presides. Immediately after conference he.
with Sister Cclbounie, takes their de­
parture fur Adelaide, having cxcliangcd
platforms with Bro H D Smith for two
months Bro Smith has Ix-cn very unwell.
The dortor ordered him a change May
he and his bo greatly benefited thereby.

Wc have received reports from Bio Goode
of the chur«hex at Wagga, Currawarna and
Junce. There liavc been ui-.cral additions
of late, and the audiences continue good

Bro. Goode works very energetically in that
locality. May his labors continue to be
successful. J C.

MOREE.—It is again my pleasing duly
to report three more additions since last
report. Bro. McCrackelt left to-day for
the border town of Mungundi, as
his services arc required there. He is
about to reap that whereon he bestowed no
labor. But this bears out the scripture state­
ment corrcrt, “ One sovveth and another
reapeth, that both he that soweth and he
that reapeth may rejoice together." We arc
intending with God's help and blessing to
crcrt a house for His worship and service,
also for the proclamation of the gospel,
which if carried out to a successful issue,
will help in a great measure to establish
the cause of primitive Christianity in
Morcc.

Feb. 22nd. Wm. Winter.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT.

By Dr. J. C. Vcuco,
Adelaide.

NOTES.
Wchad a visit from Mr. Sylvester, from

Broken Hill, who was passing through
Adelaide on his way to Western Australia.
Mr. Geo Pearce, who has been living of
late nt Strathalbyn, has just removed to
Port Elliott. We hope he will be able to
initiate a meeting for the breaking of the
bread there. He will be glad Io make the
acquaintance of nny members of the
Churches of Christ who may bo living there

The church at Strathalbyn held a tea and
public meeting In the chapel on Tuesday
March 13 Mr. A C. Rankinc was present
on the preceding Sunday, addressed church
in the morning, and hat! a good audience of
about Goat the preaching meeting nt night.
Mr. T J. Gore and he were at the public
meeting on Tuesday. There was a good
attendance, and with Mr Gordon in the
chair they fdlcd up the evening between
them.

The S S. Union committee met on March
12 There were 12 present Mr. D'Nesi
arted as secretary. It was decided to
begin the meetings at 7 45 instead ol 7 3°-
The next quarterly conference was lived
(or the second Monday In April, fo be held
at North Adelaide Mr. D’Nesi was chosen
to read an essay. It was resolved to tuk
the Evangelist Committee to arrange tn
connection with the Annual Conference of
churches for one evening to lx: set apart for
Sunday School work. Mr John Ander-on
was elerted to write an essay for the annua!
meeting upon some phase of S S. work.
The subject of this paper is among the
matters lor discussion at the April meeting
at N.A , aa is also a question as to changing
our night of meeting from Monday to wnte
other Will all who would l>e affected by
such change make a point of being present
at N.A. then,

SI RAI HALBYN.—By invitation of the
church at the said place 1 went down and
spent Lord's day, March 11th with the
brethren. As many of the members have
lett the district the meeting in the morning
was a small one, about 20 bring present
altogether. Bui it was a happy little mn t
Ing and lite Lord was there present In the
•veiling nlioul to can • to hi ar the preached
word Ihls was con tdere-l a rood number
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fcr the district, and 1 firmly believe that
with a protracted effort much good could be
done in the district even now. On Tuesday
n tea and public meeting wm held. The
former was not so largely attended, but the
chapel was nicely filled at the public meet­
ing. and was quite un to the usual. Bro.
Gore came from Adelaide, and with myself
addressed the gathering presided over by
that old veteran in the faith, Bro Gordon
Bro G. Pearce and his wife have left the
distrifi for Port Elliott: consequently the
bulk of the work will now again fall on Bro.
Gordon. May the Lord richly bless the
feeble band and may they be encouraged to
■press forward, ■■ looking unto Jesus."

March 16 A. C Ranking.
STIRLING EAST—Since last report

one has been added to the church meeting
here by faith and obedience, making four
for this year.

March 12. Richard Peters.
YORK.—Last Lord's day wc had the

pleasure of receiving into our fellowship a
brother and sister from country churches
May they prove true helpers with us in the
great work.

March 14. W B.
BALACLAVA.—No increase of numbers

to report. Attendances keep up well at all
meetings.

Our S S. Picnic will be held on Easter
Monday. Number of scholars now on roll
increased largely during year

March 14 W.T S IL
WILLIAMSTOWN. Bro J Manning

preached for us, also Bro. A Fischer. The
visits of our dear brethren were much
enjoyed by the church. May God help us
to go forward. W.G P

NORWOOD —During the past month
four have been received into the church by
letters of commendation.

The additions to our chapel arc now com­
pleted. and on Lord's day next the re-open-
in;; services will be held (r> V ) to lie followed
by the tea and public meeting on Wednes­
day next.

Wc hope to present a very successful
report to you next month of the meetings

I NLEY. The inertings here arc well
attended both morning and evening, and
I>ru D’Nc.i is growing in the esteem of the
brethren for his c.irr.ejtnevs and faithfulness
la the Master s work

1 he Dorcas Society is doing a good work
among the poor of the district as far as
their means allow them, and we trust the
members who have the wherewithal to help
in this work v.ill do to

i'cb ar. T G Storer, Sec.
QUEENSTOWN—We have pleasure in

recording that cur go: pel meetings are well
attended, and wc nave haa splendid
addresses from our visiting brethren. Last
Lord's day evening we had the joy of
witnctstEg two confession*—two young
women They were immersed on Wednes­
day. when Bro A Wilson spoke from Ads
scd chap to a very good meeting God
grant that it may lx-only the beginning ol
'"xiLb >4 KU

PT. STURT.—Fur the month 1 have
to report another addition to our number
Bn J Johnron from Hindmanh tpcnl tw >
Lord s days with us. i ch is ar.d 2>. with
the above result ’1 he la.t day < f 1 th we-
held our annual Sunday School picnic
J he day wx. all that could be desired fur 

out door amusements, and the scholars with
their parents teemed to heartily enjoy
themselves nt cricket, tennis. Ac. while
racing for prircs was provided for the
junior classes, and all being able to do
ample justice to the good things provided
for them. A W.P.

GLENELG. — From the commencement
of Bro Gore's preaching the gospel here
God has been glorified, souls have been
saved, the church has been made to rejoice,
and go laboring and rejoicing. Shortly
after Bro Gore's removal to the city Bro
Archibald Smith of Ballarat and Mt Clear
was invited to labor with us in the laird s
work. Success still continues, and some
adults have been saved and added to the
church. Last church meeting the following
officer! were eleded Elders; Brethren
A. Smith and A Kemp; Deacons: Br'n.
Wright, Easom, Laming; Secy ; Bro Wm
Burford; SS Sunt: Bro W C Hooper.
Asst.: Bro Wm Burford.

GROTE-SI’REET. — During the px.t
month there have been three confessions of
faith in Christ at Gillics-strcet Mission, ail
of whom go to the Grote street Sunday
School. Wc arc having good and enthusi­
astic meetings. Two families all of whom
have been constant and regular attendants
at the meetings nt Gillics-strcet have gone
from our midst Bro Hcllem and his family
have removed to North Adelaide, and Bro
Crocker and his wife and family leave on
Tuesday to go up to one ol the village
settlements on the Murray. We hope they
will all be blessed in their new sphere of
work.

March t2. LHV
IIINDMARSH -Our report last month

told of the severe illness of Bro H. D
Smith, this month wc thankfully record the
mercies of the Lord in restoring him suffici­
ently to resume his duties with the church
again. Possibly before this gets into the
hands of your readers we will have—with
the concurrence of the church here—entered
on an exchange with Bro. J. Colbourne. cl
Ellzabclh-strcet church. Sydney. Wc pre­
sume the tame concurrence has been ac­
corded to the arrangement by the sister
church in Sydney. Wc hope by this ex­
change good will result in every particular,
both physically and i.pirilually. With
thankfulness wc record f.zr confessions
during the month, these will in due course
lie added to the church. Some of our
number have left during the month fertile
village settlements, namely: Bro and Sis.
Tomlin ar.d Bro. Gill with their families
Wc think the o will seek to promulate the
go .pel of Jesus where they arc gone Many
arc still out of work, many arc infirm and
sick, for all these our prayers continually
ascend to the throne of God

Mar 1 j AG.
NORTH ADELAIDE-On Feb iMh

Olive Lee wav received by letter from Mt
Gambler, and on Mar nth Wm Acklar.d.
after confession of faith and immersion I
He has bren fur some months in our Bible
class The- church ha-, rent /to to the
brethren at Charters Towers to hch> them
cut of their financial difficulties Meetings
Kermodc st. and at iTtnptii well attended 

TASMANIAN DEPARTMENT.

ad.lr.i ; I iriithis me oth, ■ y

the Sunday School and a young married
couple

I am rorry to s’atc that wc arc about to
locre for a time nt all events, the bcrvlccu
of our Bro Wm. Jarvis, who intends mik­
ing a prolonged stay in Sydney. He haa
held the position of secretary to the Sunday
School and Band of Hope for come lime,
and both there institutions will miss his
services. Gaps in the working ranks in the
Sunday School it iv very difficult to fill, as
the brethren as a whole seem willing tn do
almost anything rather than teach the
yonng.

As is no doubt known to most of the
brethren our e-.tecmcd treasurer, Bro. John
Bradley, has secured a scat in the Hou e of
Assembly, he hiving been returned a. a
member fur South Hobart. Al the anni­
versary meeting o( the Endeavor Society
a little while back our brother wx. the
recipient of a very handsomely illuminated
address, the work of Bro J K. Robinson
Bro Donald presented the address un
behalf of the brethren.

Bro. Ijwwii who has been travelling
through Tasmania paid us a vhil. mid
those who had the piexsuru of meeting him
was impressed with his intimate knowledge
with the divine truths Bro G. Howe,
|XJ3t office, Zcchan, wishes me to intimate
that he and a few others arc desirous of
starting a cause at Zchan. Should any
brethren in the bland know- any brethren
who have n moved to the West Coast. :u, I
would intimate them to this effect, it might
lie the means of helping our brutlttr in his
project.

SEVEN WEEKS' MISSION
TO THE

Ctii'RcttEs and Brethren in Ta-ua-i*

Although self imposed, it may l>c inter­
esting to the brethren to know the extent of
of it and how carried out. Leaving Mel­
bourne on the25th Ian . wcvisitedChurcht s
of Christ at Latrobe. New Ground. Laun­
ceston. Hobart, Bream Creek. Im tires-.ion
and Wedge Bay, and Apslcy, travelling the
island from north to south. and Tasman a
Peninsula Held so gospel meetings, gave
seven church cvhortation. addrm.cd five
Sunday schools, and made personal visits
to most of the brethren attending the
churches named Visits were received by
the brethren with much elate, and hearty
loving attention given by the churches.
Wc proved tho truth wc arc aa disciple. of
Christ taught of God to love one another
fur truth s sake

Blest be the tic that bind
Our hearts in Chr-.'.i.-love.

The fellowship of Christian raiisvh.
Is like to that alvovc

At Bream Creek the name of Bro Ste-
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Christ be all the praise and the glory, and
upon all the brethren

May the grace of Christ our Saviour
And the Father's boundless love.

And the Holy Spirit's favor.
Rest upon us from above.

C. G Lawson.

VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT.

By J Pittman, Airlit Avtnut, ArnsaJjIt

NOTES

Bro. C Newham, secretary of church,
St Hilda, has now moved to Centre road,
East Brighton.

Rescue Home Sunday—First Sunday
r. May. Wo may hope that many churches
in the Australasian colonlci will kindly take
up a collection, morning or evening, to help
on this important work. Rcportu and col­
lecting cards for private use may be obtained
by writing to J. Pittman, Armadale. Viet.

The following additions by obedience have
been reported :—Lygon-st. 4, Murloa 1,
Mysla 2, 1’rahran 3, N. Richmond 1. Don­
caster 3, Brunswick t, Kanlva 5. Swan-st..
Richmond, 2, Geelong Bet Bet 1. North
Melbourne 1, Polkcmmct 3. Malvern 3,
Albury Qr-37.

The monthly preachers' meeting was held
in Lygon-st. ch:q<l on Monday. March 5th.
There were eight brethren present, among
whom was Bro. Jennings, who for some
time had labored with much acceptance at
Bendigo, and had returned to bis home
in a very shattered state of health.
After the reports of work had beenghen,
Bro Mazcngarb gave an Interesting analysis
of a discourse Bro. Pittman read a pajxr
for Bru Bryant who wasab.cnt, on Baptism
(or the Dead, and Bro. Selby showed his
extensive acquaintance with books, as well
a* n refined and discriminating taste in a
paper entitled " My Book Shelf." At our
next meeting, which will beheld on Mon­
day, April 2nd, at 2 30 in Lygon-st. chapel,
a discussion will be held, in which Bro.
Gtccnhill will affirm and Bro Pittman will
deny that the kingdom of God and the
church arc the same J. Pin.man, Sec.

A Church of Christ has been formed al
Brim—a township in the Malice. Brethren
Brown and Mclxllan were present al its
Inaugural meeting, when ten names were
enrolled as members.

Uro PRton is on a visit to this and other
colonies. Ho preached the gospel at
I'rahran Lord's day evening, March tblh
He was among the very first who com­
menced the work there He goes on to
New Zealand on a lecturing tour

A debate on the question, •• Does the
Holy Spirit tench that baptism iv needful to
• .vlvation,” was held in the Dandenong
Town Hall on 1 riday evening. Feb 23rd
Mr P Pittman affirmed and Mr Barrett
denied 1’r Hie presided in an impartial
and vallafaclory manner. The large
a.^mldy were deeply interested, and <1
pi...,n.d their appreciation in a very hearty
manner, but 11 lined throughout with deep
attention The disputants were unequally
mate It- I So far as understanding the
question al issue was concerned Mr. Pitt­

man opened the question in a dear, concise
and forcible way, proving his proposition by
many arguments and passages from scrip­
ture. In reply. Mr. Barrett entirely evaded
the proof-points of his opponent, and
floundered about like a sick fish Mr. P.
in his second speech tried to bring his
erratic friend to the book, but in vain.
Peter and Paul were all at sea. and ought
to have had Mr Barrett at their side to
keep them straight Baptism was not
worth a snap of the finger. Of course
everybody wondered why Mr. B. had
thought it worth his while to debate
about it.

HAWTHORN.-Bro F. J Bardwell, 23
Swanston-strect, Melbourne, is now secre­
tary of church at Hawthorn, ttw Bro. S.
Brice, resigned.

MALVERN.—Three young persons de­
cided to follow Christ, and. with one other
who had made the good confession at
I’rahran, were baptised into the Father,
and Son, and the Holy Spirit on Thursday,
March 13th. A large company gathered in
the Prahran chapel to join in the service
ami witness the ordinance. Bro. Pittman
discoursed on the nature and design of
baptism. The service was very enjoyable,
and some strangers present went away
deeplyj impressed. Bro. Hagger. who ij
proving himself to be a most a most accept­
able proclaimer of the gospel, is occupying
the platform at Malvern for the present.

CHELTENHAM—The anniversary of
the church here will be he'd Sunday and
Monday, April 6th and 9th. Special ser­
vice 1 on lord's day, and a fruit soiree and
public meeting on Monday evening To
the brethren everywhere a cordial Invitation
is given. R.W.T. See.

BERWICK -• The church dwelling in
peace and unity. One addition, a promis­
ing young man who surrended to Jesus last
Thursday evening.

March 3. II p.

I’OLKEMMET.—We have had another
visit from our esteemed Bro. G H. Browne.
We are always glad when he comes here.
We are greatly strengthened by his teach­
ings. On Lord's clay, Mar .|th. we had the
joy of seeing three more added to the church
by faith and obedience, and were given the
right hand of fellowship by the church here
on the same day. Hoping (or more soon to
follow. 11. Oliver, See.

SOUTH YARRA—Our Sunday school
is booming. At its commencement—the
last lord's day in the old year—we enrolled
12 scholars. That number has Ixxn steadily
increasing, to that we now have 46 names
on the roll.

Our Sunday evening gospel meetings
have been rather thinly attended lately, but
this is no mure than we expected.

By kind permission of Surrey Hilh
church, Bru A JI. Bryant pre ached here
on the Inst Sunday in Jan , and Bru D A
Ewers was here on tho ibth of Feb. To
these and all the other preaching brethren
who arc so nobly assisting us we lender our
sincere thanks.

The angel of death has already visited us,
and taken from cur midst Sister Clarey
May God bl« -a ar.d sustain our dear brother,
her husband, In tills sail aflllctlon.

We can rep it no additions a • a re -tilt of
our work, but several have been received
lately by letter of transfer

W1MMERA CONFERENCE.
The Wimmcra Conference, which took

place on the 28th Febry., proved a decided
success in every respect, with perhaps one
exception, that being the matter of finance.
The tea provided by the Horsham sisters
certainly did them credit, and all present
showed their appreciation of the sisters'
efforts in that direction. This tea is a part
of our Conference in which all partake, and
to some (especially our younger friends) it is
the most important item. Tea over and the
hall cleared, the Conference began in good
earnest. Bro. Harrison presiding. The
various churches were fairly well repre­
sented. Christian love was preeminent, as
proved by the good feelings and kindly
words of those who might even differ in
opinion. The financial position was found
to be rather unsatisfactory, a deficiency of
/5? 16s. 6d. existing. This is the greatest
deficit we have ever had to face, and cer­
tainly if our creditors were not very lenient
we might well tremble to think of the likely
results. But as we entertain no fears of a
visit from the bailiff we reviewed our in­
debtedness with becoming calmness. Never
the less we arc concerned about our great
debt, and a resolution was pasted to gel it
paid as soon as possible. Our former part­
ners in the Kanlva district have dissolved
partnership, and consequently will no
longer be responsible for any debts
contracted by us. However, they nave not
ceased to have Christian love for us, and
interest in us, as evidenced by their sending
a delegate to our conference. It was found
that no promise ot money could be given,
as indeed It will take us half the year to
pay our last year's promi.se, and as we will
have no preacher from the committee, it B
perhaps our wisest plan. A vote of thanks
to the committee was passed In recognition
of their help in the past, and present
interest in us, proved by their letter
of good wishes received by the chair-
man at the time of conference. When
next reporting conference, if spared to d-i
to. I hope to have a still lietter story to tell
and a more successful year tu look back
upon, a year In which we shall accompli-**’
much for Christ. A R D

WEST AUSTRALIA DEPARTMENT.

PERTH.—Since last writing to you j*®
have been getting on fairly well, having
several additions from the colonies nt'O
some departures from us for the goldfic.d
which keeps our numbers about the tame.

Feb. ibth was the anniversary of °ur
meeting at North Perth, and on that cc"
cation we had the pleasure of a visit fron*
Bro. Alfred Shaw, and by a happy
once had an anniversary adurcsJ to lo-
church from one of the oldest living tr.tr3'
bers of the church in Vittoria. .

Bro Shaw, in the course of hi’» remark’.
referred to the starting ol the cause m
Queensland, which he remembered a R ‘
years ago as a smaller meeting than curs.
and pointing to the progress ol the cause *•’
other parts, exhorted us to lx? diligent >2
our work, and steadfast to the faith ur-c
delivered to the saints May we be fo«-n3
to

1.351 Sunday we had n visit from Ft”
■ Stive ter, of Broken Hill, another o»
I identity with the cause, who h pnxtra.* »
| to the field AldanY Bl lx , ~l-

promi.se
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CLAREY. —Our dear Sister Jessie L. S.

Clarcy "fell asleep" on Friday. Feb 23rd.
at the early age of 31 Having been a
sufferer for some time past, our sister’s
constitution was broken up, and while in
this weak state that awful disease typhoid
laid her low, and in about a fortnight
claimed her as one of its vi&imv. Sis.
Clarey was baptized at Bendigo by Bro. F.
Illingworth in the year '76, and lor several
years was a consistent member there;
during which time she was married to Uro.
Clarcy Removing to Ballarat, for a short
time she held membership in that city.
From here she with her husband went to
Bairnsdalc, and was among those that first
formed the church tn that place, assisting
in its organisation Several months ago a
removal was made to this district, and just
as the church at South Yana was organised
she decided to throw in her lot with us.
But it was not for long. Our books tell the
story that her name was enrolled on Feb.
nth. and that she died on the 23rd of the
same month.

During the early portion of her Christian
life our sister was an active worker in the
Sunday School, but of late years, owing to
her young family, she has been unable to
do anything in this department of the
Lord’s work, but every morning 1 he could
lie seen with her family around her, teach­
ing them the blessed truths of Christianity.
But all Is o'er. Her work ii done, her
labor ended, and she is resting.

She was laid away in the St Hilda
cemetery on Feb. 24th, Bru J. Pittman
speaking feelingly at the graveside. She
sleeps, but not for ever, " for the trump of
God -.hall sound and the dead in Christ
chai I rise "

We may sleep, but not for ever.
There shall be a glorious dawn ;

We shall meet to part, no. never,
On the resurrection morn!”

March 4th. I H.
STEARMAN.—On the 27th February

Bro Geo Stearman. after a fortnight’s
illness, and when it was thought that he
was on the mend, passed suddenly into the
next world, being found lying on his face in
his garden. He had been a consistent fol­
lower of the I-ord for come years. He
leaves a widow and a large grown up
family.

Wagga FG.

Xlotrs & /Ictus in iUrirf
----------- :o;------------

” An evangeh-.t called upon every man in
the congregation who had paid hi. debts to 
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standup. They rose in nijuf. He added
' Sil down, and every man in this meeting
who has not paid his debts, stand up.'
Only one man arose. He explained that he
was ‘ the editor of a religious paper.* add­
ing. • Nearly every member of this con­
gregation owes me for my paper ’ This
caused a sensation. A good many paid up
on the spot, and others settled next day.
Three got angry and demanded. ’ Stop my
paper.'" We hope that temt of the SlJr.JjtJ
subscribers will read this notice and then
write the publisher.

Never send manuscript to a printer in
rolls It is troub!c.ome and annoying to
the editor. An editor is quoted as saying :
•• 1 have read hundreds of rolled manu­
scripts, and I never yet have found one I
cared to print. 1 have found out that the
stupidity which rolls a manuscript can not
produce anything worth reading " There
is more truth than poetry in th“ above.

The following is from the American
Stjn.hr J:- Bro Frank Coop, of Southport,
England, a worthy son of the lamented
Timothy Coop, arrived last week tn Cin­
cinnati, where his family has been spending
the winter. His stay will be prolonged
several months

Bro. Paul Moore, son of W T. Moore.
and with him editor of the C hriitijn Cont-
Ksavtiilth, is spending the winter in this
city, among his numerous rclativ t > Though
still young, he is a well-equipped journalist,
and a mainstay in the Ccmraoncejlth.

Bro and Sister C L Thurgood are still
working away In the great iron city of
Pittsburgh, tn the United States. Every
month brings words of good cheer from
them

Prof. McGarvey says : We learn from a
recent number of the Eifjiihry Tiratt that
Prof Saycc has announced a new discovery
In geography. He tells us that the world
has been mistaken for these eighteen hund­
red years, tn supposing that Mt Sinia Is in
the Slnaitic peninsula; and he proves by
Josephus and Paul both that it was in
zlralfJ.' I wonder when the learned pro­
fessor ascertained that Arabia docs not, or
did not, include the peninsula between the
gulfs of Suez and Akabjh ? The greed for
new discoveries and startling annuuncment
seems to be a fad with '.omo of our eminent
men.

disregarded, or may fail on account of the
weakness or irnperfedion of the petitioner,
there is one form of service that is never
forgotten - "To do good and to communi­
cate, forget not; for with such sacrifices
God is well pleased " It is the duty of
every member of Christ to give, to the end
that Christ may be known in all the earth.
and that Hi-, love may Ix-cvunc the inspira­
tion ami life of all mankind

Next Thursday evening, April yth, the
Mutual Improvement Society nt North
Fitzroy will hold a demonstration in the
Christian Chapel, St. George's Rond, com­
mencing at 8 o’clock sltarp An excellent
programme, consisting of songs, recitations,
essays, address, speciality, dialogue, Ac.
has been provided. All heartily invited
Come and bring your friend* Admission
free No collection I J T

A correspondent of the Ca'hlic A’r&s.
writing from Rome, says: "The camo of
beatification and canonization of Joan of
Arc. which the French are so eager to have
Introduced before the S. Congregation
of Rites, will soon, it is stated, make a
decisive onward move. As ordinary pro­
cess was already compiled, but was pro­
nounced insufficient by the Sacred Tri­
bunal; and a second was ordered, which.
apparently, has proven satisfactory."

The advices of January aSth Inst.
states: — "The announcement that the
Congregation of Sacred Rites has pro­
nounced Joan of Arc worthy of veneration.
has made a deep Impression here The
Pope ratified the congregation’s decision as
soon as it was presented to him by the
prefect. Ilin readiness was intended, it is
thought, to further emphasize his willing-
ness to support Republican France "
Nevertheless it is a very unfatherly slap at
the eminently Catholic age which con­
demned Jean to the stake.

It begins to look as If tbo Brookly n Tab­
ernacle Presbyterian Church, ul which Dr
Talmage baa been pastor for about zjye-irs.
will be compelled to succumb The debt
b, in round terms, £41,000.

The people of that church have never
given freely, ncr largely 1-ast Lord s day
evening Dr. Talmage surprised his people
by reading at the cloie of the service h:»
resignation, to take effect in about two
months He h reported ns saying that hi*
resignation is final that it must take clh.l

Stjn.hr
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That is a very suggestive injunftion of
the apostle which says, •'Be kind." How
few really kind people do you meet Many
people are cross and revengeful, others are
bitter and resentful, and still others arc so
occupied with their own personal affairs
that they make no effort to l>c kind. And
yet there is no surer way of securing happi­
ness than by being truly kind to others
Kindness makes easy access to hearts that
cannot be reached in any other way. He
who would make the world letter, who
would make its caret less and its burdens
lighter, who wojihl lead souls to Christ the
Saviour, must l>c kind.

There is a senseless objection to the
repetition of a sermon. What folly I The
lecturer delivers the same leriure over and
over to the delight of vast multitudes. The
same song is repeated almost indefinitely.
Nobody objeds to a gun because it has
been shot repeatedly. No one objects to
taking quinine because it has been taken
Iwfore. If a preacher has spoken on ••The
Contribution " a number of times, and the
church needs to cultivate the grace of giv­
ing. let him preach on that subject. The
skilful physician repeats the medidne the
patient needs The preacher who kept
preaching over and over the same sermon
to the same church had the right praCHcc.
A brother asked him why he continued to
preach the same sermon, stating at the same
time that they all knew it The preacher
retorted that he had seen no difference In
their practice, and that he would continue
to preach the same sermon until they put It
Into practice It Is essential to f-ractin as
well as frtach

N. S. W. Conference.—From reports
received we notice that the receipts have
been £195 8s. rod., and cqicndllure £197
18s id , leaving a deficit of £2 93, 3d. This
is not at all a discouraging statement, con­
sidering the times. The total baptisms for
the year were ryj, and after allowing for
losses there is a net incrcxse of 71. The
Sunday school returns show very satisfac­
tory progress, vix., 28 additional teachers
and 154 additional scholars.

Wanted ms Money Baptized —A rich
brother was baptized not long ago in Ken­
tucky. As he was Just ready to step down
into the water some one said : •• Give me
your purse." " No," raid he, " I want my
money baptized.” "Well, give me your
watch." “No, I want all my limo bap­
tized." So he went down into the water,
and money and lime were baptized. Thia
happened in America, but we are glad to
say that many eases like it now occur in
Australia.

Jkrknululcfignu’iits.
------------ :o------------

BRO. I). MACALLISTER FUND.
A Friend, per F.G I). to/-; Sisters Exec­

utive. £t . Thos. McCallum, with promises
of to/- per month for six months, to/-; Wm.
Hendry, 5/-; North Hobart Church, per G.
W. Smith. £3; A Brother. South Yarra. 2/6;
J D. Scott. Springvale. £t ; ] Rhodes,
Merrigum, £t. A Brother, South Australia,
2-, W. Moffat, Port Pirie, 10,6; H W.
Sinclair, £1; An Old Collingwood Boy, £z;
The Brethren. Nathalia. £1 ; A Brother,
£1 ; Port McDonald, SA. £1 is.; J Ver-
co, £1 is.. W. Bartholomew. Birchip, to,’-;

). M.. North Fitzroy, £1; A Few Members.
ierwick./.! 10s.; Church, Warracknabcal,

£z ; John S. Fulton. Bendigo, to/-; Church.
Williamstown, £1 3s 6d; C.M.H., Wedder-
burn, 5/-; T/W.C., Wedderbura. 5/-;
Church. Kyabram, £1 2/-; Jacobs, Sydney.
5/-; R. Leek, Sydney. 5/-; A Sister, Minyip,
£r ro3 ; Geo Goudy. Birchip, £1 ; W. H.
Rich, Millcent, 10/-; A Sister. Swan Hill,
£1; Church al Galaquil, £1 as.; Geo.
Duncan, N Z , 18/-: W.C.C., Beeac, 5/-;
Church at Wedderburn, £1 103.; A Friend,
Wedderbura, 10/-; H. W. Crouch, £6,
Thos. Potter. Meredith, to’-.

W. C. Craigie, Treas.

VICTORIAN RELIEF COMMITTEE
Chnrch, Goombargana. per Mrs. W.

Howard, 20/-; Mrs. Ludbrook senr., to/-;
R. Campbell, Millicent, S.A.. to/-.

W. C. Craigie, Treas.
259 Lit. Collins-st, Melb

RESCUE HOME.
Gratefully received A Sister, Malvern,

£1 . Mrs Collings, Taradalc, 5-; A former
Inmate, 9/-; MissT. Smith. Sydney,N S W,
16/6; Col. l>ox, Mrs F. Ludbrook, Malvern,
£1 ; A Friend at a distance, Mr. Menzies,
£5 ; Mrs. Alway, Malvern, 5 col. card.
Mrs. Haveriand. N. Adelaide, £2: collec­
tion al Cantata, Hawthorn, £2/6/1^ ; collec­
tion at Wimmcra Conference, Horsham,
£z/8/-; A friend, Portland, to/-; Mrs. Lisl-
berger, Ballarat, £r; W.C.T.U , Horsham
branch, per Miss Miller, to/-; collcfled by
Mrs. Gill, Doncaster, 10,6; collected by
Mrs. E Wilson. Doncaster, 4,6; Mr. It
Davis, North Fitzroy. 2/6; Mr. and Mn
Huntsman. Malvern, £1 ; North Fitzroy,
7/6; A Sister. 5/-; Church, Roma. Queens­
land, 17/6, A Friend, do., 2/G; col. card,
Mrs, Cromwell, do , £1.

Note.—Rescue Homo Sunday. May 4th.
J. Pittman.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Malvern, per Mrs. Illingworth, £2 33.;

Corowa and Wahgunyah, £8 ds. 8d.;
Echuca, £5 ; Warracknabcal, /2 ; Yarra -
walla, £2 103.; W.U.E. Fund, £10 Gs. 3d.;
Lygon-strect, per Sis. Zosky, £1 ; Don­
caster. per Sis. M. Gill. £: 53 3d. , do . per
Sis. F. Zclius, 11/-; Berwick, per Sis. R.
Funston, 15/-; Bro. G. Goudy, Birchip.
£1; Bro.-and Sis. Ixe. £2; Bro. C. Ed­
wardses. Total—£41 173. 2d.

annual collections.
Het Det, £1 33, 6d.; Polkcmmett, 18/3;

Mount Clear, 10/-; Galaquil, £i i8s. 6<L;
Yarrawalla, 10/6; Drummond, 18 9; Gee­
long. 15/3; Mildura, £1; Warracknabcal.
£2; Berwick, £G 15s ; Wedderburn, £6
3s. Total—£22 123. pd.

The above acknowledgments are up to
time of closing accounts for Conference.
Sums received since then will be acknow­
ledged next month.

W. C. Tiiurgood,
357 Swanston-street, Treasurer.

Melbourne.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
With thanks-.—Finlayson, 60/-; McGre­

gor. 41/6; Bell. 25/-; Priclor, 25/-; Ivcmp.
20/-. Grimmer, and I’ryde 15/-1 rcir*.
Beer, Bullen, and Meyer, to/-; Mwr.ir.ee
and Swan, 9/-; Jacket, 7/-; Proflor, Mar-
fleet, Prytherick. Clothier, G. Fearer.
Sprague, Worden, Coles, Jas Gill.
Tully. J Smedley (<enr), E. Wilson, Ml*
J Petty, E. Golc. D. McClure. KenmlU.
W Howard, Il Sheppard, Sclwixxl, Mt-
Mamcll. Faulkner, It Mansell, G. P-1
nell, and P. Orr, 5/-; Munsie, t/<»; Mr-
Brough, t/j.

FREE DISTRIBUTION LIST.
Dr. J. C. Vcrco, £t.| ; T. Rodger. £-’

M. McLellan,
117 Swanston-street, Manager.

Sfelljourne

ilnted by the AvaraxL Purlizhixo to
}>S Ellzabelb-tliecl, Melbourne, end puUlif-* .7
klALCOLU McLillah, Uy Swxnslco *»<<*• A
bourne, ter the Avilrehalia Chilili*® •>u-'
Nawtptper C«. J lialtcd."

BjSrccliHppolntet To LadJ Loch.

msPED UEDALS ASD CERIIFICAIE3 SI VSHO'JS EllffiiTlOJ!-

MISS WARLAND
(LATE Mil*,, ATKINSON.)

CORSET AND BELT MAKER, AND UNDERCLOTHIER,
IfiO COLLINS ST.,

(llctnrrn Swanat^n and llRMatt-Mrccia.)
Full particulars with Instructions for Sclf-mrasurement forwarded on application-

Impottcd Corceta at lowc-.t prieci lx»ng Waists a -qxxinlity. C B In great v-^ltl>'
Thomson’s. Inviguratcr with shoiildvr Bracci C P a !_-» Pircnc l/ixi’a Modnr.e
Cavo’nCorul and Helt Combined. Sensible Bodices without bancs l«r ladies ami
children. Shoulder Braces, j/- and 7,6. unnpi dis <1 ELutlc j,tockln : etc

Mwr.ir.ee

