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(Eurrtnt {Topics.

the Old Testament

JIE JEWS AND
•• HIGHER CRIT­
ICISM.” — What

must be of interest to all Jews who
have any reverence for the faith of
their fathers. Especially interest­
ing to them, we should imagine,
would be what the new’ school of 
criticism has to say on the subject ;
hence we are not surprised to find
the Jtwish Messenger speaking in this
wise:—

tricities, a patchwork, a mosaic,
which is to be classed along with
Homer, Virgil, Plato, Shakespeare,
Goethe, the critic himself!

Now, we agree most heartily with
the view that the Bible is literature,
and that its literary study forms a
most necessary and delightful pur­
suit, broadening, engrossing, stimu­
lating. But it is manifestly unjust
to assert that the Bible is cnly litera­
ture, and that literary character and
questions of style, date, authorship
arc paramount.

The Bible is more than literature.
Above and beyond all critical points
and perplexities the Bible has a 

We may read the best authors of
any age and glean many a helpful
thought and suggestive fancy. We
may be stirred, impressed, amused,
entertained by their wit, philosophy
and pathos. But that is all. They
do not serve as a lamp by the way
—whose light endures forever. Their
words do not become enshrined in
our memory, full of tender meaning
and loving inspiration for every cir­
cumstance and condition of life.
They do not appeal with such start­
ling significance to our joys and
sorrows; they are not the first and
last heard from our parents' lips,
whose solemn beauty and impress­

“ Of recent years the Old Book,
which has withstood the storms of
a thousand years and more, has |
been subjected to a new line of at- I
tack. It is claimed that the Bible
is merely literature and that its
claims to study and esteem arc to
be based on its literary charadcr
alone. The critic expresses no de­
sire to impair the Bible's fame or
weaken its hold on mankind—how

message and a purpose of its own.
It is a tendem Book. It is not
written, colleftcd, compiled, or
edited, to teach geology, natural
science, or history. If this had
txicn its aim, it would never have
survived. It is not a text book on
any subjed, it is not a series of
university lectures, it is not a liter­
ary keepsake which is to be treasured
for its illustrated rhetoric. But it

ivcncss give us comfort when God's
shadow rests upon us. In one word
the Bible is not merely a Book for
reading, but it is also a Book for
worship, whose lines have become
an essential part of the broad and
broadening litany of mankind.

Account, then, for its universality
and the extent and character of its
influence; account for its singular
applicability to every age, and the

very considerate indeed 1 Nay, he
is full of enthusiasm for the heroic
achievements of the men and women
of the Book and the lofty spirituality
of the psalmist and prophet. But
his real sentiments cannot long be
disguised. The mask is soon thrown
off, and he leaves you a Bible which
is merely a collodion of chapters
ami pages, a scries of lib rary ccccn- 

is primarily and chiefly a book to
teach and instil righteousness. It
is to be measured by no other stand­
ard ; it falls or rises with that alone.
It is hence more than a literature;
it is a law’ and a life—a tree of life,
in its own words, to those who cling
fast to it, giving shelter and support
to all, rich and poor, learned and
simple, Jew and non-Jew.

marvellous charm and potency which
it has exercised among all classes
and conditions ui men ; account for
the endless chain of int- rpretation
and aberration which it hasreccived,
and the kaleidoscopic forms which
its letter and spirit have a-mined,
according to temperament, race,
habit, association! On no mere
hypothesis of htitalute can the
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problems lx; solved. Here is no
field for the critic. Here is room
for the worshipper, as he hears the
‘Thou shalt!’ and ‘Thou shalt not!’
of God's ever-continuing revelation." 

“ z^xr BOOK TO DARKEN
Lj THE WORLD."—Pro­

fessor Cheyne has lately
written a book entitled “The Found­
ers of Old Testament Criticism.”
Mr. J. G. Hall reviews it in the
Presbyterian Messenger as follows:—

Taking up the recently published
work of Prof. Cheyne, upon “ The
Founders of the Old Testament
Criticism," I entered it orderly at
the opening, and left it duly at the
rear ; and finding myself fairly clear
of the “ dim shades ” through which
1 had passed, 1 put on my hat,
stepped out, and looked sky-ward to
see if the sun was still there ; that
benignant luminary to which, as
Dante says, "the whole universe
owes warmth and lustre." And,
sure enough, there it was. And 1
joyfully thought of the saying of the
Apostle Peter, that “ The word of
the Lord liveth and abideth for

What 1 saw and heard, as 1 kept
Professor Cheyne company, hour
after hour, it is painful for me to
recall; as it put me in mind of a
dissecting room which 1 once visited
and also of a long-closed charnel
house, just opened, which 1 once
explored. Ah, how ghastly I But
1 suppose that students of medicine
and custodians of the dead become
used to them.

But, dear me I to see our vener­
ated Moses, the Moses of the Exo­
dus, the one who climbed Sinai to
meet God, and the only one of earth
whom God's own hands buried ; I
say, tu see this one, called by Lord
Bacon “ God’s first pen," cleft into
at least eighteen pieces (“fragments,
the critics call them); to see the
patriarch Abraham, who, as our

Saviour said, “saw his day and was
glad," treated as a man of straw, or
like the pillowed image of the hus­
band wherewith Michal cheated her
father; to see Melchizcdek, the pro­
totype of our great high priest, put
clear out of the priesthood; to sec
David stripped of hrs lyre, and al­
lowed hardly to write decent prose ;
to see the great and good Isaiah
actually sawn asunder ; to see the
historical Daniel anachronizcd into
a fictitious statesman, and nothing
of a prophet; but, above all, to see
our blessed Saviour handicapped by
limitations of His knowledge, or
hoodwinked by groundless Jewish
traditions; and hoodwinking also
His immediate disciples, and us too
in a similar manner; I say, that to
read all these things, on my way
through Professor Cheyne's book,
actually dejected me: not that 1
feared for the accredited integrity of
our Book of Revelations, or for the
permanence of the church built
thereon; but for the damage that
might be done thereby to multitudes
of our youth, both in and out of our
colleges and seminaries, whose tra­
ditional faith in our historical Scrip­
tures might be radically shaken, and
whose feet, also, might thereby be i
caused to stumble on the dark
mountains.

My neighbor and fellow-presbyter,
Dr. Hadyn, has lately issued a book
with the charming title, “To brighten
the world." But if the title of Prof.
Cheyne's volume were left to me, 1
should feel compelled, conscientious­
ly, to entitle it “ A book to darken
the world."

e
HRIST AND THE OLD

TESTAMENT.—Bishop
Ellicott, one of the best

Biblical scholars of the age, has
been contributing some papers to
the Exfwsitory 'l imes on “The Teach­
ing of Our Lord as to the Authority
of the Old Testament," from which
we take the following:—

"This destructive criticism, how­
ever, need not give us any great
anxiety. The real enemies and
ultimate levellers of this so-called
Higher Criticism are they of its own
household. For a time there is a
kind of union in destructive effort
among the adherents of this school
of thought ; but when any attempt
is made to formulate anything of a
constructive nature, the union be-
comes speedily dissolved. Expert
is tanged against expert; theory is
displaced by theory ; hypothesis by
hypothesis; until at length the

whole movement, that once seemed
so threatening, silently comes to
rest, and finds its nirrana among the
dull records of bygone controversies.
It has been so with the Higher
Criticism of the New Testament; it
has been so, to some extent, with
the attempts to teach and preach a
gospel of evolution, and so most
assuredly will it be with the destruc­
tive criticism of the Old Testament,
which is now causing so much
anxiety, and has been helped by so
many lamentable concessions.

“ 1 have felt, and most deeply felt,
the dangers, especially to the young,
of accepting theories, ingenious, and
even fascinating as they may appear
to be, of the origin ami composition
of the Old Testament, which careful
investigation may show to be irre­
concilable with the teaching of
Christ. In the case of all such
theories, and indeed of the Analytical
view generally, it has been my care
to point out whence they originate,
and what they ultimately involve.
If the theory is irreconcilable with
the teaching of Christ, and is fairly
felt to be so, then the temptation to
believe in a possible ignorance on
the part of our Lord becomes in many
mindsirresistiblc.and the way is paved
fora belief not only in the possibility
of His ignorance, but even of His
fallibility,—and so, by dreadful in­
ference, in the possibility of our hope
of Him, here and hereafter, being
found to be vain and illusory. . • • •
Most truly has it been said by
Dr. Liddon that there is one ques­
tion compared with which all these
questions as to Old Testament fade
into utter insignificance, and yet »t
is a question up to which, under the
influence of this Analytical criticism,
they will constantly be found to lead.
That question, to summarise the
words of the great preacher, is this
and nothing less than this—A'*"1
whom have we to do, here and here­
after, a fallible, or the infallible
Christ ? When such a question ns
this is found ultimately to be raised
by the novel criticism that is now
being applied to the Old Testament,
surely it must be well for all those
who may feel attracted by it to
pause, seriously to pause, and to
take to heart these words of Al­
mighty God, as He thus spake by
the mouth of the prophet: ‘Thu-;
saith the Lord, stand ye in the ways
ami see, and ask for the old paths
where is the good way, and walk
therein, and ye shall find r« st Dr
your souls."
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THE PIONEER AND J. J.
HALEY.

upon a reply to its strictures, as vve
have endeavored in the past to avoid
controversy with it, and only do so
now on account of the vital nature
of the questions involved.

In some respects we have a right
to complain that the editor of the
Pioneer appears to be somewhat
eager to put us in the wrong and to
assume positions as ours which were
never contemplated by us. I* or
instance, he gives his readers to
understand that we had taken the
position that the design of baptism
was •• the great plea of otir brother­
hood.’’ As a matter of fact we did
nothing of the sort, nor did we say 

months ago he (Bro. J. J. Haley)
wrote an article for one of our
American papers in which he prac­
tically gave up the great plea of our
brotherhood." This we said not
because he had expressed views on
the design of baptism contrary to
those generally held by the brother­
hood, but because he declared that
“ the fadls of experience are abso­
lutely sovereign in the realm of
evidence," thus making the “ fadls
of experience ” superior to the
authority of the Bible; and as our
plea may be summed up in the
words “ that the New Testament is
our sole and absolute authority in
all matters of faith and practice," it
follows that our statement was fully
warranted by the fads of the case.
So far as we know, Bro. Haley has
not withdrawn this statement; if he
has, it will give us great pleasure
to learn that he has seen the error of
his way. Judging by his latest
utterances in regard to the Old Tes­
tament, our hope in that direction is
very faint indeed. But the Pioneer
goes on to supply something that we
“omitted." It says:
" But it h only fair to state what the
Standard omitted, that Bro Haley wrote a
second article on the subject, representing
that he had been niisuntlcn.lood by his
critics."
True, he wrote a second article—an
article replying to criticisms made
by Professor I. B. Grubbs; but in
this he still maintained the position
originally assumed. Prof. Grubbs,
referring to it, says:
•• We shall ice Bro Haley'!, second effort at
criticism of our teaching ai to baptism fur
remmion, made in the Christian Etun;,list
ut Nov. 17. is os unsatisfactory a_i the first."
Again continues the Pioneer:
"About the same time wo reprinted an

article of J J. Haley s from The IhicifU on
•The Great Commission.* in which he sciy
disliniily pre ented the relation of baptism
to salvation, and this was mj highly appre­
ciated that Bro. Muston published it In
trait form "

borrow the language of our contem­
porary, “ it is only fair to state what
the" Pioneer “omitted, that Bro.
Haley wrote" this article in the
IValckniait of Sept. 1883, and it
appears to have been reprinted
in the pages of The Disciple.
With these statements before him,
we trust the editor of the Pscne.tr will
have the grace to apologise for
(unintentionally, no doubt) misrep­
resenting us.

It might have lieen as well, as the
Pioneer suggests, if we had waited
until we bad received the text of
Bro. Haley's article on the super­
natural in Christianity, before com­
ing to a conclusion as to his hetero­
doxy or otherwise, but our certainty
in regard to the fairness, veracity
and acumen of Bro. McGarvey, was
of such a nature as to assure us that
he would make no unwarranted
statements in connection with the
theological views of any brother.
As it is we have no occasion to
regret a misplaced confidence.
Sufficient of the text of Bio. Haley's
article is now before us to enable us
to form an independent judgment,
and we need scarcely say that it
corroborates, fully and completely,
Bro. McGarvey's verdict. In
another column under the head of
Biblical Criticism will be found Bro.
McGarvey's first article reviewing
Bro. Haley's position.

We might just here admit can­
didly that the phraseology of that
part of our editorial in which we say
that Bro. Haley “ has given up the
great fundamentals of the religion of
Christ" is not all that we could
have desired. It would have been
better had we explicitly stated that
the logical result of Bio. Haley's
position involved the surrender of

I the great fundamentals of the re­
ligion of Christ, for this is what we

meant. We have no d< ire to make
! Bro. Haley’s case nor.. than it is
and therefore regret if any expres­
sion of ours conveyed a wrong rm-
pit .'.ion. Still, having ti l thi.
much, wt think tint dr mmu •_
leaders would vtry readily a jeiatc

anything that would justify him in
coming to: ut h a t ont hr ion. \\ hat
we did iay wa . that “ sonic eighteen 

The necessary inference from thi.
statement is that the article on 'Thu
Gn al Coiiimi - ion ' rcptinit d Bio.
1 laky's view:, al iLtl lin:e oil the

(design of baptism. However, to

Pscne.tr
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any departure on the part of Bro.
Haley ns being involved in bis
acceptance of the theories of the
“ higher critics.”

In our opinion, those who take
up the position occupied by the
“ higher critics ” cannot with any
consistency retain a belief in the
truthfulness or divinity of our Lord
Jesus Christ. It is true that the
leaders of the school referred to
such as Driver and Cheyne, main­
tain that their belief in Christ is in
no wise disturbed by their conclu­
sions in regard to Old Testament
criticism, but as they destroy the
very things our Lord endorsed,
something must eventually give way.
Either they will abandon their
destructive theories or else follow
them to their legitimate conclusion
by adopting the anti-supcrnaturalisin
of their German teachers. Canon
Girdlestone writing on The Age and
Trustworthiness of the Old Testa­
ment Scriptures says: “No one
can doubt that if some of the
speculations now current are
accepted as true, the claims and
authority of the Lord Jesus as the
Christ, the Son of the living God,
would have to be seriously con­
sidered.” Joseph Cool:, speaking of
the higher criticism, says: “ The
theory here opposed is inconsistent
with the representations of the New
Testament that Moses was the
author of the law. The super­
natural origin of the Mosaic legis­
lation, and especially of the deca­
logue, is affirmed by our Lord
Himself.”

Bro. Haley evidently, while
accepting the conclusions of the
“higher critics,” endeavors to show
that they may be held consistently
with a belief in the supernatural in
Christianity, but as McGarvey says:
“ the admissions respecting criticism,
or, rather, the strong grounds taken
on the subject in the article, com­
pletely refute the aim of the essay,
and its author ferfetrates the oft repeated
feat of standing on a limb and saaing it
ejf bet men himself and the tree.'' (The
words in italics complete an un­

finished sentence quoted by the
Pioneer.)

The Pioneer gathers that the ques­
tion in dispute between Brethren
Haley and McGarvey is concerning
the date of the Pentateuch, and
especially of the book of Deuter­
onomy. If the editor of the Pioneer
had read the extracts from Bro. J. J.
Haley's article with any care or
penetration, he would have seen
that the question in dispute meant
not only this, but something more.
Hear what Bro. Haley says :—

"The supposed procedure of Moses, who
gave to a people all their religious, civil and
social laws, for the whole period of their
natural life, before the nation mu lorn; gave
them all the minutix of an elaborate and
complicated code (or every detail of life for
fifteen hundred years, before they became
an organised community in a settled place
of abode ! Is this really possible ?" (Page
9)

From the foregoing it will be seen
that the question in dispute is not so
trifling as the Pioneer would have it
appear. As Bro. McGarvev says:
"The most startling thing in these utter­
ances is the denial of the possibility of xuch
legislation even under a divine admini.tra-
lion."

Well might Bro. McGarvey con­
tinue :
"And who is J. J. Haley that he should
assign a limit to the wisdom and foresight
of God? On what intellectual food has he
been feeding of late, that he has grown
beyond even the masters of criticism from
whom he has learned all he knows on the
subjtCt ? If the most radical critic in Ger­
many has gone to this extreme, the fact has
escaped ray notice. It is common to deny
that Moses, the man, could ha,c given such
a system of legislation in advance of the
nation’s experience, but it is left fur a new
convert to deny the possibility of it with
God."
Anil yet in the face of this the Pioneer
talks glibly about the “ odium theo-
logicum*' and “these days of light
and liberty.”

In order to show the trivial char­
acter of Bru. Haley’s escapade, the
Pioneer gives an extract from the
Christian Evangelist, which virtually
endeavors to “ whitewash ” Bro.
Haley and “blacken" those who
venture to call him to task for the
utterance of statement!, which call 

in question the wisdom and fore­
sight of God. The Pioneer would
have done better service for its
readers if it had published the article
by Prof. Dewces which the Christian
Evangelist criticises. To supply the
omission as far as possible, we give
the professor's closing words:—

■■ If J.J.H. is long entangled in th&e
sophisms of the‘critics,* I shall Conclude
that he has forgotten some very useful
lessons in criticism which he and I studied
in college when we were youths together
more than twenty years ago. If he goes
deeper into the merits of • scientific criti­
cism.’ he will discover what many others
clearly sec. that the 'critics' first laid down
a theory of the development of religion in
Israel, and then dismembered the Biblical
records to find some plausible support for
their theory. Further, he will see that
they have ignored stubborn fads destructive
of their position. Further still, if he digs
yet deeper he will discover that the tap-root
of the boastful ■ scientific criticism' Is
antagonistic to the Supernatural. He will
see also that the disclaimer of those who
halt at the half-way house will not avert the
nemesis which the inexorable logic of‘criti­
cal ’ presupposition surely brings. He
wrestles with philosophy sometimes. The
philosophy of this 'criticism ’ is anti-super-
naturalism He who sees this clearly hold*
the key to the situation and is not affrighted
at the guesses and wild assumptions of
those who claim to be the only critics."

But says the Pioneer: “ If we arc
not to petrify into an intolerent seft
with a cast iron creed, we must
allow freedom of utterance on such
subjects. Well, we have never
denied Bro. Haley “freedom uf
utterance" on this or any other
subject. We have neither the right
nor the power to forbid the exercise
of such a privilege ; all that we can
do is to claim freedom of utterance
for ourselvesas well as him. We must
indeed have fallen upon evil times if
standing up it: defence of books ol
the Bible which have received the
endorsurc of our Lord, means de­
generating •* into an intolerant sect
with a cast iron creed."

WHAT IS HETERODOXY?

ZiplAT is Heterodoxy? is the
subject of an article which

appeared in a late number of the
Christian Commonucalih, and is of

•Ih piint- d in the Pui.i.r
" In. arty endorsurc ”

with the editor *
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interest at the present time inas­
much as it defines the attitude it
assumes in respect to those that go
astray in the matter of Biblical
criticism. Wc notice it now, not
because we admire it or desire to
commend it to our readers, but
rather because wc desire to show
what foolish things may sometimes
be said by a first-class journal and be
received by others without question.
As a rule the articles in the Com-
nwnt.'calth are well and ably written,
and the thoughts clearly, forcibly,
and consistently expressed, but this I
is as bad a sample of “hotch
potch " as it has been our lot to meet |
with. The reason for this is not far ,
to seek, and will be found in the fact
that it is an attempt to prove that 1
“soundness in the faith" is not
inconsistent with a virtual denial of
it.

It is sometimes difficult to know
what the article means precisely. ,
For instance, when it says:

" Now, vve should be glad to know that
all religious teachers agree with us with
respect to the origin, genuineness and
canonleity of the Bible, but candor com-
pels u-. to say that such agreement is not at
all necessary to soundness in the faith."
It may be granted that up to a
certain point disagreement on these
matters would not effect soundness
in the faith, but if “ disagreement"
means taking the position held by
“higher critics" such as Driver
and Cheyne ; then we join issue
with the Commonwealth and declare
that they arc not only “ dangerous
teachers," but unsound in the faith
as well. Evidently this school is
embraced in the liberal arms of the
Commonwealth, seeing that it takes
in those who “ deflect largely from
the common standard of opinion as
regards the Bible." It appears to
us that there is an attempt here to
minimise the evil tendencies of the
new criticism of the Old Testament,
if not an actual throwing of
dust in the eyes of the ptople in
regard to it. Professor Green of
Princeton, whose excellence as a
Biblical cxigete is acknowledged all
over th< world, says in reply to |
those who treat this question lightly: 1

"Thi. is an utter mi.understanding of the
red gravity of the ca’x The actual i. ur
which i-. now Iteforc thcevangelicalChiirrlu-
o( Christendom is far more serious and far-
reaching than thi. it Is vital and funda­
mental It is a question of the historical
truth and the divine authority of the Old
Testament Scriptures from beginning to
end. Arc its statements trustworthy ? Can
they be depended upon, not in minor and
uncv.cntial matters, but in the great body
of its contents ? Ami has it any just claims
to ba regarded as really the Word of God ?"
In view, then, of the gravity of the
situation, it is high time that a false
liberalism should be rebuked, and
the would be destroyers of the unity
of God's Word be made to
realise the position in which they
stand. Is Professor Cheyne, for
instance, “sound in the faith" when
he declares that Adam, Abraham
and Moses arc myths ? or can the
“higher critics" and their disciples,
who regard some books of the Bible
as pious frauds or forgeries, be
regarded as such with any degree of
truth or honesty? If they can, then
it will only be a matter of time when
men of every shade of thought will
also be included in the modern
definition of soundness in the faith.

Says the Commonwealth:
A man who deflects largely from the

common standard of opinion is regards the
Bible may be a dangerous teacher, but at
the same time he may be true to the faith
once for all delivered to the saints;"
and then goes on to explain how
this is possible. It does so in this
wise:
•' The faith in the New Testament it not a
belief in doarinet, whether true or fal-.e.
but a belief in a divine ferun- Christ ’he
Son of the living God Eaith is not. there­
fore, doctrinal at all. but personal - an
implicit trust in the divine Redeemer.
Consequently, it is quite po.siblc fur one to
hold very heterodox opinions with requct
to many controverted matter*, and yet at
the same time be perfectly orthodox con­
cerning the faith of the gospel "

Passing over the fad that the
writer of the foregoing has mixed up
“the faith” as a system revealed by
God, and “faith" which He de­
mands from all men, we draw atten­
tion to the absurdity of divorcing
faith tn Christas a Divine Person
(tom the doctrines which He a. a

Divine Person taught. There has
been too much of this sort of teach
ing of late years, and as a necessary
consequence some very loose think­
ing. Hear what the Apostle John
says:—
" Whosoever transgresseth and abidrth not
in the doctrine of Chrt .t. hath n il God . he
ih.il abideth in the doArfne of (’liret, he
huh Kith the l-'athcrand the Son If three
come any ar.ion-; you and brim; not thi*.
doctrine, receive him tint into your house,
neither bid him G.xl speed; for Hr that
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his
evil deed» "—a John g: to, It

, The question arises— How far
can a man deny the Bible without
being branded as a heretic ? Per­
haps indeed it would be more fitting
to ask if it is pcmtissable “in these
days of light anil liberty" to tbe the
word at all ? At any rate for the
present we will draw the line at
President Harper. If it be true
that the said Professor expressed an
opinion that the story of Cain and
Abel is a myth, “ with no more in it
as far as is known than the story of
the wootlen horse that figures in the
capture of Troy," then without the

' slightest hesitation we are prepared
i to regard him as a heretic. Wc are
told in the sacred word that “ by
faith Abel offered unto God a more

i excellent sacrifice than Cain, by
1 which he obtained witness that Hr
was righteous, God testifying of his
gifts; and by it being dead yet
speaketh" (Hcb. n: 4). If the
story of Cain and Abel is a myth
this portion of Scripture contains a
lie, and brings into discredit the
entire volume. Well, if, in the face
of this rndorsurc by the Epistle to
the Hebrews, there arc any who
still maintain that the story of Cain
and Abel is a myth — then our
judgment is that, their proper
place is outside the Church of
God and not inside of it. We
are wry pleased, howevet, to b ■ in
a position to say that Prof. Harp- r
ncv< r made the ■taternv nt attributed
to him, as the following from thi
Christian l.taitylt i will wry clearly
show: —
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dent Harper in one of his led tires had stated
that the story of Cain and Abel vvtts a myth
not to be distinguished from that of Romu­
lus and Remus or of the capture of Troy by
means of a wooden horse. Of course he
said no such thing, and the point of the
lecture was to show the contrast rather than
the similarity between these stories. We
arc surprised that a Baptist paper like the
Journal and Mtmn’tr should have picked up
such a story and should have accounted for
President Harper's assumed teaching on the
ground that he had not received at the
outset of his career a proper theological
training."
Still if he foul said it the Common-
wtallh would not regard him as a
heretic. If its position be correct
the word might as well be blotted
out of Bible and dictionary as being
obsolete and consequently useless.

It may be our misfortune to be
somewhat plain of speech, and to be
somewhat behind “these days of
light and liberty ; " nevertheless we
are certain that the motive which
moves us to speak out is prompted
only by our loyalty to Christ. If
John, the apostle of love, could be
moved to severity at the thought of
a slight cast upon his Master, surely
we may be pardoned for entering
our protest against the wild and I
foolish asserlionsof so-called “ higher |
critics" and their disciples. We
are prepared to receive truth at any
cost, but the wanton, causeless, and
destructive criticism which has its
rise in the anti - supernatural Ger­
man School, even though it comes
to us in a modified English dress,
will receive no quarter at our hands.

©intorial /lofts.
New Exchanges.—Wc arc pleased tu

welcome Io our exchange list a number of
the Melbourne religious journals, namely,
7hr Sf rotator (the organ of the Wesleyan
Church), the Victorian Churchman, the 17/-
tetun liidrfindrnt, and the Sauthan Ctcu

Lady Medical Missionary.—We have
received the fallowing note, with a request
to insert it in the Standard. Wc gladly do
co. “I ho Christian Women's Hoard of
Missions of Great Britain is open to engage
a Christian lady who is qualified and will­
ing to consecrate henelf to this work In
Central Province, India For particular.

apply to Mrs. E. 1'. Moore, Pres. Abbots­
ford, Hampton Wick, England, stating age.
where trained, and religious association.”

■A Nev/ Jewish Society. It will be I
teen by the following which appeared as a re­
port in a Melbourne morning paper that the
spirit of society making has struck the
Jews, and struck them hard at that:—”A
meeting of gentlemen of the Jewish faith I
was held on Sunday afternoon at the Syna­
gogue Chambers, Bourke-strcct West, to
form an organisation to be termed the
Society for the Promotion of Judaism.
There were about 50 persons present, and
Mr. Isaac Abrahams. J P . occupied the
chair. The chairman pointed out the
urgent necessity of the existence of such a
society as that projected, for it had been
found that pradical Judaism had a large
mission field to work upon in this colony.
It was a matter of much regret that crime
was so rampant in Victoria. and if the pre­
cepts of Judaism were inculcated much
practical good would be attained. They
had no desire to proselytise, as every Jew-
regarded with admiration the excellent
principles of other faiths, and was taught to
believe that there was more than one road
to paradise. He moved that a society be
formed to be called the Society for the Pro­
motion of Judaism Mr. D. Aarons, in
seconding, suggested that the opportunity
should be taken whilst the Presbyterian
Assembly was in session to forward to that
body r. parcel of traAs on Jewish charily
Mr. Israel Benjamin referred to the broad­
ness of views held by representative modern
Hebrews, and cited the case of Sir Moves
Montcfiore's mission to Damascus on behalf
of persecuted Christians, the presentation
of a site for a church near Tring by Lord
Rothschild, and the non-seClarian character
of the large amounts disbursed by Baron
Illrsch on behalf of charity. The resolution
was unanimously adopted, and a sub-com-
mittec formed to arrange the programme
nn<l plan of aAlon. Mr. Moses Mortara
was elected honorary secretary. Before the
close of the meeting a resolution was carried
by acclamation to the cflcA that the thanks
of the Jewish community be accorded to
Mils Sutherland for the zeal and energy-
displayed by her in the cause of the dis­
tressed and the poor of all creeds. After
the reading of the Mincha, or afternoon
service, the proceedings terminated." That
suggestion about sending a parcel of tracts
to the Presbyterian Assembly is very rich,
but it must be simply a Hebrew joke, os wc
arc very doubtful whether they have any
tracts to tend. As a matter of curiosity
we would like to see a parcel ourselves.

A Notable Convert to Protcatant-
lont.—The following clipping is from the
Chrntian lirangrliit —The Christian States­
man cays that the Rev. l-'ather lavmbert, a

I Rcdeniptorist ol national fame, and one of

the papal army in America, has renounced
his allegiance to the Roman Catholic
Church, and is now- the guest of the Rev
James A O’Connor, the converted Catholic,
and founder of Christ's mission, a Protest*
ant institution in New- York. He made
the following explanation of his change
of church relationship "The intolerance
and duplicity which almost from the
day of my ordination to the priest­
hood I found in the Roman Catholic
Church, have Ijccomc utterly unbear­
able to me. Having ni.to come to the
conclusion that there is only one High
Priest, the God man Jesus Christ, and one
.acrifice. not to be repeated ; and in consc-<

qucnce, doubting my position as a priest, I
could not nA otherwise than I do now. I
know now- clearly that those who believe in
Christ as their Saviour will be caved. I
Ixdlcvc in Him, 1 resign myself unto His
loving care, nnd I feel sure He will not for­
sake me." If wc mistake not this is the
priest that made so cffeAivc a reply to Mr.
Ingersoll.

“ Sunday Dosccrators.It seems that
over in Parramatta. N.S.W., the Seventh
Day Adventists, or two of them rather,
have b.-cn prosecuted for Sunday desecra­
tion; and a week ago this was made the
text of an address delivered in the Prahran
Town-hall. If the report if the rig/ l>e
true, the r.pcakcr for the evening, Mr W
A. CoIcard, laid claim to prophetical insight
inasmuch as he had told his hearers two
months ago that Protestantism would turn
to bo a persecuting power." Wc thought
that the prophesying business was kit to
Mrn White, but it seems her mantle li.v-
fallen on others. Now II this were the first
time that thin law- had Ijccii brought Into
force, wo might lx* led to think that there
was something in it; but ina.much ns this
law was made in the days of Charles H •
and was enforced a few times before Mr
CoIcard was Ixirn. ho will have to try again
before we are led to believe in his " insight "
The Seventh Day Adventists have bcm
trying for yearn to provoke the United
States Government to prosecute them lor
Sunday work in order that they might prove
truthful prophets, but they have signally
failed At last they have found a case B
looks to uj something more like ••hind­
sight " than anything elec. But. like the
speaker, wc believe iho enforcing of thisla«
is Inconsistent in face of the fact th.it
those who run •• trains, trams, milk wagons,’
Ac , arc allowed to go free.

Henry Exley.—We are sure that all our
readers will be tarry to read the following
news from Bro. Henry Exley, in the shape
ol a letter from himself; "Di:ak EnUvi.-.
-Please grant me the courtesy of .1 little
space, tu speak lo the churches and indi­
vidual brethren who have so kindly con­
tributed a little towards my support tn

Dosccrators.It
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response Jo the appeal of the O.imaru
diaconatc of the Church of Christ. I deeply
regret to say to them all that I have now
but small hopcsof recovery. I beg to thank
you all most sincerely and aflclUonatcly,
and would ask. if not out of place, that a
little help be still continued to me in this
long-continued nfilidtion. J am deeply sorry
that all expectation In coming to this place
in hopes of improvement has utterly lailcd.
Now, dear brethren, should anyone feci
inclined to help or continue their kindness,
please forward it to Bro. John Hood,
Oamaru, New Zealand, who will acknow­
ledge on my behalf, remembering what is
done to even one of the least of the brethren
of Jesus. He regards as done unto Him.—
H. Exlev, Nonaimo, Vancouver Is." We
commend him to the sympathy of the
brotherhood.

Removed. -Those doing business with
cither the Hymn Book or Missionary Com­
mittee, or with the SlandarJ newspaper, are
notified that the office of the secretary. M.
McLellan, has now been removed from
Swanston-st. to Temperance Life Buildings.
248 Little Collin-st . comer of Swanston-st.
The new place is nearly opposite the old
Kindly take notice, and do not be looking
up and down Swanston-st. for Bro McLel­
lan, as you won't find him there.

••Io tho World a Globo?"—Some
months ago wc gave a short review of a
book bearing the above title. The book
was written and sent us by Bro. W. M.
Runciman, of New Zealand. Our author
thinks evidently that the world la "fixed"
in more ways than one. as he has been six
months in finding out that, and in reply ing
to what we wrote. However, it is better
late than never, so below wc give his de­
fence; "In the November Christian
StASVARl* there appeared an editorial re­
viewing a pamphlet of Bro. W M Runci-
man's on the above theme ; and among I
other remarks wc noted these words 1 But !
the facts arc. that nothing in the world can
K- more certainly proven than that the earth
is round, and the man who denies these
fads is simply blind to the plainest possible
evidence.* ’I hat is certainly the easiest
method of disposing ol a great question;
bat men who base studied the question and
have spent a life time on astronomical
themes never talk in such a poiitivc man­
ner. nor affirm that the rotundity of the
earth is so easily proven. Surely Sir
George Biddcll Airy, a late Astronomer
Royal for Britain, ought to be attentively
listened to. and what docs he say in hi.
•Ipawich failure;,' page lb: *1 dare say
every person whom 1 sec hero has been
brought up in the belief that the earth docs
turn round. But, 1 a.k, if they hail not
Lci-u brought up in that belief, whether
they would kluve it n-w from what I am
tell.-.’ them • I d 1 not think they would 

Amongst all the subjects of natural philoso­
phy presented to the human mind, there is
none that itJggtrs it so effectually ns the

I atirrtian that the mrM worn ' Now when
' an Astronomer Royal speaks and writes

thus, I dare affirm that there is no evidence
I and no fads that the earth is cither round
or moves. I for one shall be very pleased
to learn the proofs of the earth's rotundity:
but I certainly do not want cither theories
or assertions, but hard every day fads that
will stand the test. I am prepared to pay
any of your readers who will furnish me
with the fads.—Wsi. M. Runciman." Wc
confess that wc did not write the note
referred to with the object of presenting a
great mass of evidence in support of the
proposition that the earth is round; but the
writer of the above letter gave our con­
cluding sentence, and tried to leave the
impression that wc gave no evidence at all.
Wc said • " But how docs our brother
explain the fi:t that you can go round the
world ? It strikes us that the traveller
would have a rather lively time turning the
comers of an ' immense plane.* Wc wish
also that the writer had told us something
more about the ■ ends of the earth' of whicn
he speaks so profoundly, as to just where
on this ' immense plane' one may expect to
find the jumping off place, where the
•mighty waters' stop, and what sort of a
place It is just in that particular neighbor­
hood." Instead of explaining this he runs
oft after Sir George Airy, and gives us a
quotation from one of his lectures in which
he is talking of something else Of cour-e
"Mr jjirr/fen that tht rar/A isiowr" staggers
the human mind, but no mure than thou­
sands of other statements in connexion
with natural philosophy. When Mr. Run­
ciman explains the /art that you an travel
around the earth, and the fact that the
earth casts a round shadow on the moon
during an eclipse, wc will give him a few
more. Wc " do not want cither theories or
assertions, but hard every day faris that
will stand the test"—not what some defund
Astronomer Royal said about something
else, but jtat explanations.

Neal Dow.- The 90th birthday of th'r.
noted temperance reformer has Just been
celebrated with great enthusiasm in all
parts of the world Miss Willard, speakii'g
at the Ester Hall demonstration, raid
"Lady Henry. General Sir Wilfrid, and
General J 11 Raper, let me serve notice
upon you each and all that you must live to
bo ninety years and then we will
make the welkin ring on the other side f< r

portrait of Neal Dow, by Bro Benn, * Ob,
that those lips had language!' If he were
here to-night he would probably have made
a curious statement to you, which I will
make instead. Perhaps you have heard
already the Yankee version of "The House
that Jack built;' It is to be found in Prohi­
bition text books, and is to this ctfcci,
(Please note that it applies to the stronger
half of humanity, for in my country as In
yours, men are the powers that be, and

I and women arc the powers that ought to
be) ‘ This is the Government that Unde
Sam built. These arc the two political
parties that conduct the Government that
Uncle Sam built. These arc the caucusca
that control the political parties that con-
dud the Government that Uncle Sam built.
These arc the saloons that control the
caucuses that control the political parties
that conduct the Government that Uncle
Sam built. These are the breweries that
own the saloons that control the caucuses
that control the political parties that con
trol the Government that Uncle Sam built.
Tkr:t art tar Englirh rjndiratti that own the
breweries that own the saloons th it control
the caucuses that control thu palitlc.il
parties that control the Government that
Uncle Sam built.' Now as to General
Neal Dow's work Whenever you hear the
question, • Does Prohibition prohibit •' I
hope you will turn round and say. 'Duis
education educate? Did emancipation
cmar.cip.ite? Dec. Chn.tianily Chi:.-
tianlzc?* If you ask these questions the
answer will be, ' Oh. wc don't expect im­
mediate and perfect results. Wc give the .e
mighty movements all the time there is
they have the agm for their own Very
well, that's just what wo ray Prohibition
is ju->t and re.vmn.ible. but to show Its rip­
est fruits it must have time, and to that end,
Sir Wilfred, wc want the time to begin
right away with the DtrtJi Veto Bill I
Dear friends, ns I sat here 1 said to myself,
• If 1 never tried to be good in my life before
1 will try to be good after to-night ’ * A
good name is rather to be chosen than great
riches.'- that's a grand text, and this meet­
ing is the mtbl eloquent of sermons 1 have
been thinking about the human brain, that
white blossom of eternity, shut away in the
crypt of the skull. about its (*ctah of
thought; its fragrance of imagination, its

palitlc.il
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Jiiblirnl Critirisin.

J. J. HALEY ON THE MOSAIC
LEGISLATION.

By J. \V. McGarvey.

*j* now make a b.-ginning of my promised
•;J‘ review of Uro. Haley's Oujiltily
J* article, entitled "The Supernatural

I in Christianity." The purpose of
this article, as rcspefls criticism, is to
show that the alleged results of criticism
do not rob Christianity of the supernatural:
but the admissions respecting criticism, or
rather, the strong grounds taken on this
subject In the article, completely refute the
essay, and its author perorates the oft-
rcpcatcd feat of standing on a limb and
sawing It off between himself and the tree.
My present aim is not so much to show this,
however, as to consider what he says of the
late date of the Mosaic legislation.

I quote two short passages presenting a
particular phase of the subject: "If the
prophets were before the law, and the
middle books of the Pentateuch as they
have come to us arc postexilinn, does this
lower the Hag of supcrnaturalism in the
phenomena of Israel's religion ? If the
unnatural were the supernatural, this pro-
pux.-d reconstruction of Israel's history
along the continuous expansion and orderly
development from Moses to the restoration,
would Indeed bo a serious blow to the
supernatural religion of the Old Testament.
Nothing could bs more unnatural or
violently Improbable than thu old idea that
Mo.es gave to a horde ol undisciplined
nomads in the wilderness elaborate written
codes and struts of laws adapted in detail
to all the emergencies and changes Incident
to organized and social life in Canaan for
more than a thousand years. This tradi­
tional opinion presupposes a crystalizalion,
a mechanical arrangement, a fixedness of
routine in the creation of law and in the
application of its rules to the ceaseless
changes and the varying circumstances of a
nation’s life, which is not |»Mib!e, either
under a humin or divine administration."
••'lhe LUpjK».ed procedure of Muicj, who
gave to u people all their religious, civil
and social laws, fur the whole |x.riod of
tltcit natural life. btfort t.'ir ndti.n t.11 Ivin;
gave them all the rninuti.v of an elaborate
and complicated code for every detail ol
life for fifteen hundred years, before they
bl-camc an organized community in a settled
place ol abode I Is this really possible ?"
(P 9)

The mod startling thing tn lluie utter-
ruicci ii the denial of the pu-.ibility ul uih

legislation even under "a divine administra­
tion"! And who is J. J. Haley, that he
should assign a limit to lhe wisdom and
foresight of God? On what inteilcdu.il
food has he been feeding of late, that he has
grown beyond even the masters of criticism
from whom he has learned all that he
knows on the subject ? If the most radical
infidel critic in Germany has gone tolhir
extreme, the fad has escaped my notice.
It is common to deny that Moses, the man,
could have given such a system of legisla­
tion in advance of the nation's experience,
but it is left fur a new convert to deny the
possibility of it with God.

But lhe natural and violently improbable
part of it is, that such a code as Moses is
said to have given was given to " a horde
of undisciplined nomads in the wilderness."
Why should this be so considered? It
would seem to a man of common sense,
that such a horde, if they were to become
highly civilized, arc the very people to
whom such a code should be given. They
certainly would have sufficient need of it,
and such a horde could certainly nor make
a good code of laws for themselves. But
what does our essayist mean by styling
Israel “ a horde of undisciplined nomads
Doc:, he mean by this to stand with Well­
hausen it al. in denying that Israel had a
settled life in Egypt? He knows, unless
he utterly rejects the early chapters of
Exodus, that instead of being a horde ol
nomadr., these |Koplc had for four centuries
led a settled life, devoted at first, it is true,
chiefly to stock raising, but afterward, and
gradually more ami more, to agricultural
and mechanical persuits.

Their most recent employment, extending
through a whole century, had been that of
making brick, building cities, and hard
labor in lhe field They were not nomads,
then, up to the time that Moses led them to
the foot of Mt Sinai, and commenced
giving them this code of laws; and though
they did live in tents for the next forty
years, it was the first experience of this
kind of life to any of them except Moses
hlinself, and they wire constantly expt Cling
to end that manner of life on teaching the
land to which they journeyed. Bro Haley
had belter freshen up on his sacred history
before he begins to copy from lhe radical
critics.

Not content with referring to the people
ar. a horde of nomads, he further tti.s to
press upon us a itJuiha .iJ ahuijum, by
representing this legislation ai being given
Itfcie tilt nation ljj Lein But I should like
to know when the nation could be said to
have been born, if not when they marched
acroji the Red Sea with six hundred thou -
and fighting men. besides the usual number
of women and children II weian believe
lhe book ul Deuteronomy, Moxrs called
them "a nation" and "a great nation,”

at this very period of their history (Dcut.
4:6-8: 26: 5).

1 In all this our brother forgets not only
| what he learned in school about sacred
j history, but also some early lessons of
I secular history. What of Lycurgus, the
; Spartan legislator ? Ills famous laws,

which entered into such minutitc as to
I prescribe the daily diet of the people, and
the-number who should cal at one table,

1 were given to the Spartans when, as
! Herodotus says, they were the rudest
1 people in the world; yet the code is said

have been preserved unaltered for several
centuries. If Lycurgus, the heathen, could
do this, why could not Moses, with the help
of God, do better? The assertion that
such legislation as Moses is said to have
given is " not possible, either under a
human or divine administration," ought
to be retraced, and I hope that it will be,
unequivocally.

It is characteristic of new converts to be
very zealous, and to employ great ex­
travagance and looseness of speech, while
learning the new vocabulary. We have
found this in Prof. Harper, and we find it
Bro. Haley. Let us quote again a part of
one of his sentences : " This traditional
opinion presupposes a crystalization, a
mechanical arrangement, a fixedness of
routine in the creation of law," etc I
venture to deny this. I affirm that it is
not " a crystalization." but an upward
precipitation. 1 aver this is not " a
mechanical arrangement," but a vertical
readjustment. I Insist that it is not "a
fixedness of routine," but n horizontal
projection on a rectangular curve If you
don't believe me, look into jour table of
logarithms, and see that 1 am right

And now, how about that “ flag of .'.Ujxr-
naturali.in (?) in the phenomena of Israel's
religion "? We are requested to say whether
it is lowered by the assumption that the
middle bool,:, of the Pentateuch arc po»t-
exilic. If they are post-exilic, then the
story of Mo.es being in the meant forty
days, receiving laws and the description of

tabernacle at ■! its holy vessels. Is falsc-
rl.en lhe thirty-six explicit statements in
the book of Leviticus about Moscj receiving
direft from God at the door of the taber­
nacle the laws in that book, are all false-
Then the statements again and again made
thoughout the book of Numbers concerning
the reception by Moses in a similar way of
all the laws written in that book, are false-
These books are robbed of all these mir­
acles, and false statements arc put into
their place-.. Docs that •• lower the flag of
supematuralistn in the phenomena of
Israel's religion"? He who propounded
the question may give the answer, if l'c
will

Next wnk I propose to review what Bro
Haley .1}.. on the book of Deuteronomy

inteilcdu.il
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Sorb's 30 ng ilcntiings.
------o-----

[TAr thought hrrt frtunftd art ufcn th Real-
<W nggrdtd for th uu of Churcht at th
Lcrd't-day morning tervieei. They art in­
tended to be ritggttHvt, not txhauttive; tirnflt,
not ftofounl; f radical, not doctrinal. ]

JUNE 3ra.

Old 1 e st a m e n t.—Daniel 2 :
14-45.

New Testament.—Mark 4.
CONNECTING LINK.

God a revealer of sccreto.—Dan. 3:
19-33 ; Mark 4 : 10-13.

The parable of the sower.—From
our childhood wc are familiar with
this parable and the picture of the
man scattering the seed* The name
docs not give much information as
to its character. Our German
friends are ahead of us in this
respefl, for their title, " the four
kinds of ground," is really an epi­
tome of its teaching.

There was but one kind of seed,
“ the word of God" (Luke 8: 2),
but of that seed some fell by the
wayside, some fell on stony ground,
some among thorns, others (R.V.)
“into the good ground." That
which fell by the wayside never had
the opportunity to germinate, it was
at once devoured by the ever watch­
ful birds who neither sow nor reap,
but are fed by “your heavenly
Father" (Matt. 7: 26). That on
the stony or rocky ground germin­
ates, but withers under the sunshine
for want of root space. Surely Paul
had the thought of this parable
before him when he wrote (Eph. 3:
17) “ that ye being tmI/J and
grounded in loveliving plants
rooted in the divine love where there
is ample root-hold. That which
fell among the thorns is destroyed,
not through any deficiency in the
soil, but because of the rank and
rapid growth of the brambles.
From the good ground an abundant
return was obtained. Jesus Himself
interprets this parable (Matt. 13:
ig-23), and wc cannot improve on
the great Teacher. The birds
represent the evil one who is ever

anxious to remove the good seed,
and perhaps wc have examples in
the cases of Felix (Adis 24 : 25) and
Agrippa (Adis 26 : 27, 28); a joyful
acceptance, but in the face of diffi­
culty or danger a speedy rejection
of the word is prefigured by the
stony ground. Many believed that
Jesus was the Christ, but the fear of
consequences prevented the develop­
ment of the good seed. The thorns
typified (combining the three narra­
tives) “ the cares of this world,"
“ the dcceitfulncss of riches," “ the
pleasures of this life,” “ the lusts of
other thingsand where these, or
such like spring up, while they do
not at once choke the good seed,
they invariably, probably inevitably,
prevent the plant from the seed
bringing any fruit to perfection (Luke
8: 14). We all understand the
nature of the good ground. In Adis
8 we have two beautiful examples,
that of the Samaritan’s (ver. 5-12) ami
the Ethiopian (ver. 35); yet even in
the good ground there was diversity
in the results. Il’hy there should
have been we know not.

Just a few words on that "great
storm of wind" (Mark 4: 37-40).
“ Master, carat thou not ?" Who
that knows Jesus but looks with a
frown of condemnation on that word
" carat." We know he is interested
in our well being, and we have the
inspired assurance that " He careth
for yaw " (1 Pct. 5 : 7)—for “ you "
whoever you arc, whoever you may
be. The presence of Jesus did not
prevent that storm, nor does His
presence save His people from temp­
tation or danger, but "cast thy bur­
den upon the Lord." Go to Him
in thy trouble, and He who rebuked
the winds and the waves not because
they heard but because His Dis­
ciples did, will bear your burden and
speak peace to your soul.

JUNE 10th.

Old Testament.—Proverbs 12.
New Testament.—Mark 5.

CONNECTING LINK.
Physical Calamities I’rnv 17 5,

Mark >

I Wonderful things happened in
** the country of the " Gadarenes."
(R.V. " Gerascncs.")—What a fear­
ful pidlure there is presrnted to us
in that unfortunate " man with an
unclean spirit." Each of the
evangelists adds something to the

I picture. Matt. 8: 28, he was
"exceeding fierce " no man could
pass that way" because of him.
Mark 5: 5, he was always crying
out, and cut himself with stones.
Luke 8 : 27, he was naked, " and
for a long time wore no clothes"
(R.V.). No wonder that when men
saw the change which Jesus had
made in him that they "did marvel"
(ver. 15, 18-20). In his "Life of
Christ," Farrar has the following
note bearing on this case :—"Amid
all the boasted civilisation of anti­
quity, there existed no hospitals, no
penitentiaries, no asylums, and un­
fortunates of this class, being too
dangerous for human intercourse,
could only be driven forth from
among their fellow men, and re­
strained from mischief by measures
at once inadequate and cruel."

For ages the cxadl site of the
suicide of those 2000 swine was un­
known. It was discovered by Dr.
Thomson—author of the well known
" Land aud the Book "—and by him
fully described in that work. This,
and perhaps the blasting of the tig
tree, are the only instances in which
our Lord's works involved a destruc­
tion of property.

A noteworthy feature in this mat­
ter is, when the people of the city
“ went out to see what it was that
was done," instead of being angry
with Jesus, and ordering Him away,
"they were afraid," "and they
began to pray Him to depart," and
He did so.

" Talitha Cumi."—This is inter­
esting as being one of three instances
in which the very used by the
Saviour have been preserved for us,
the other two being Mark 7: 34
(Ephphatha), and Matt. 27: 4b.
On restoration to her parents of the
maid, their came the command that
food should be given her. In the
xubcramc of joy her physical
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necessities wcic not to be forgotten,
and He who carcth for us Himself
attended to that.

JUNE 17th.
Old Testament.—Psalm 37.
New Testament.—Mark 6: 1-29.

CONNECTING LINK.
Tho wicked plotting the destruction

of the Just.—Psalm 37: 12: Mark 6:
19-30.

“His own country."—“The earth
is the Lord’s and the fullness there­
of," but His own country in this
connection is Nazareth. “He
came unto His own (possession) and
His own (people) received Him
not" (John 1 : 2). “A prophet is
not without honor save in his own
country." “ And he marvelled be­
cause of their unbelief." On the
Sabbath he taught in the Synagogue
and many were astonished, but
instead of that leading to belief in
Him, " they were offended in Him."
Many a man is astonished at the
simplicity and grandeur of the teach­
ings of Jesus, yet because they cut
across the bent of the natural mind,
and of sheer obstinacy in open de­
fiance of conviClion “ they are
offended in Him," and go away His
bitterest opponents. It is not every
one who can discern the full mean­
ing in our Lord's teaching. Those
things arc spiritually discerned; yet
“ If any man willeth to do His will,
he shall know of the teaching"
(R.V. John 17 : 7). Where there is
the desire to know, and the willing­
ness 11 to do His toil!” the path of
duty is made light and plain.

"He marvelled."—The people
were “astonished" at Him; He
“ marvelled" al them. Only twice
is it said of our Lord that He
marvelled, in this instance at the
want of faith, and Luke 7 : 9 at the
greatness of the centurian's faith.
Our faith is the measure of onr trust
in Jesus—perfect faith, like perfect
love gives perfect confidence and
banishes every fear, for fear can
only spring from distrust in Chris­
tian experience. Were Jesus now
personally to visit His Church, at
which would He marvel, itsgrri/nns
or smallness of faith ?

Under the commission of the
twelve in this chapter, not much
would be required to start on a
preaching journey. There arc some
who think that the terms of that
commission are still in force, and
and should be observed by preachers.
Such overlook the fatft that our Lord
Himself revoked that commission
(see Lnke 12: 35-36).

JUNE 24th

Old Testament.—Numbers rr:
»o-35-

New Testament.—Mark 6 : 30-
56.

CONNECTING LINK.
Tho divine menu. —Manna or flesh;

brand nnd fishes.—Num. 11 : 9-22; Mark
5: 3<H4

We can look upon verses 14-29
in our New Testament lesson as
parcnthic, verses 13 and 30 join­
ing together the sections of the
main narrative. In verse 12
the apostles “ went out and
preached," in verse 30 they “ gath­
ered themselves unto Jesus, and told
Him all things, both what they had
done, and what they had taught."
Many a servant of the Master, quite
willing to tell Him or anyone else
what they had taught, are yet back­
ward or reticent in telling what they
had done. Preaching Christian prin­
ciples is a very different thing to
living them. There are many advo­
cates for Christianity who are in no
sense witnesses for the truths of its
principles.
“How many loaves have ye?"

“ Five." “ And that did eat of the
loaves were about 5000 men, besides
women and children" (Matt 14: 21).
You will notice that in none of His
miracles did our Lord create any­
thing new. He merely increased
the quantity, as in this instance,
or changed the quality, as in His
first miracle (John 2 : 1-11). That
must have been an interesting scene
when He caused the multitude to
“ sit down by companies upon the
green grass " that they might be fed
with bread from heaven ; ami when
all were satisfied there was a re­
mainder larger than the original

stock. God's blessings never
diminish by distribution. Pour out
the water of life, give of the living
bread to the spiritually starving, and
the supply is incxhaustable. “When
He had sent them away, He de­
parted—to pray." Let us imitate
Him and follow His example "to
pray," to be in communion with the
Father and the Son. God grant
such may ever be our experience.

D. M.

fcljc (Giljortrr.

LET IT ALONE ALSO THIS
YEAH.

BY PERCY PITTMAN.

The walls of the holy city are
encompassed with armed men.
Roman cohorts pitch their camps
on the slopes of the hills where
Jesus walked with His disciple;
where David may have often found
“ green pastures" for his father's
flocks. By day the battering ram
thunders at the shuddering walls;
by night the torches flare, the
hidden mine is lengthened, the
sudden sallies of the besieged are
repulsed. Within the city all ,s
consternation and despair. In the
temple are voices heard, solemnly
saying “ Let us go hence." Phan­
tom armies fight in the air, and
signs and wonders arc scon. b<>
straightened is the siege that the
delicate mother feeds upon the
flesh of her slaughtered babe. And
at last, after many days, a breach
is made in the walls, the legions
pour in like a flood, the chosen
people of God are massacred without
mercy, a firebrand is thrown into
the temple, the holy city is given to
the flames, and Tarentius Rufus
drives a plough over the hill of Zion.

A certain man had a fig tree
planted in his vineyard : and he
came seeking fruit thereon, nod
found none. And he said unto the
vinedresser, Behold, these three
years I come seeking fruit on this
fig tree, and find none; cut R
down ; why doth it also cumber the
ground ? And he answering saith
unto him, Lord, let it alone thL
year also, till 1 shall dig about it
and dung it: and if it bear fruit
thenceforth, well; but if not, thou
( halt cut it down.
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But the year of respite passed,
and the fig tree of God, though if hail
been digged about by the spears of
Rome, and manured by the ministry
of the Messiah and His apostles,
still bearing no fruit and cumbering
the ground, had the axe laid to its
roots, and it fell, and great was the
fall of it.

And in its place was planted
another fig tree, the Church of
Christ. Jesus, the vinedresser,
bought it with His own blood,
waters it with His grace, prunes
and tends it in love ; and the Lord
God, walking in His garden as He
walked of old in the cool of the day
among the trees of paradise, comes
seeking fruit thcron.

Behold, these three years I come
seeking fruit on this fig tree, and
find none: cut it down ; why doth
it also cumber the ground ? But
Jesus, the merciful, compassionate,
long-suffering vine-dresser, pleads
for His church. Lord, let it alone
this year also, till I shall dig about
it and dung it. He Himself will
not let it alone, though he would
have it let alone of the axe of
justice, but will dig about it and
dung it.

So there comes adversity on the
unfruitful church, for the Lord is
digging about it, loosening the soil
around its root, letting the rain and
air embrace them, that his people
may bring forth the fruits of the
spirit, that His church may learn to
visit the fatherless and the widows
in their affliction, and to keep her­
self unspotted from the world. And
the treasury is empty, the building
debt becomes a heavy burden, the
staunchest members move to other
districts, and the church is troubled
without and within, for the Master
is digging about it. And those who
arc spiritually-minded discern at the
same time another separation, for
the vinedresser is not satisfied with
simply digging about it, but applies
manure also, raising up from among
His people many faithful teachers,
who nourish the roots of His fig
tree with the warm, enriching word
of truth.

And is not all this true also of
every individual member of the
body of Christ ? \\ hen those we love
are taken from us, when poverty
lays its cold hand in ours, whcti
sickness linger. at the hearth, ami
troubles entangle our feet: when
the sun '-him - not, the bird ; sing
not, the children laugh no more, 

the Lord, and marvel at His
severity, not knowing that He is
digging about us, that we may bear
more of the fruits of righteousness,
ami He spared us from the axe that is
laid to our roots to cut us down as
cumbcrers of the ground.

The fountain of Hippocrene, ac­
cording to the old Greek fable, was
struck out of the earth by the iron
hoof of the steed Ncgasus : so from
the iron hoof of adversity there
springs for the people of God a
sweet fountain of blessing. The
sculptor smites the marble to
awaken the beautiful image he sees
within it: and the Lord smites His
people to awaken His likeness in
their souls. Whirlwind and flood
must shake the young sapling till
its roots grip the stones immovably ;
and calamity and adversity must
beat upon the Christian till his feet
hold fast to the rock of ages. When
a nation is in its youth the sword is
ever in its hand; battles establish the
throne : so are God's people made
steadfast and immovable by battles
without and within. We sever a
limb to save a life; prune a tree for
abundance of fruit; mow the grass
to make a beautiful lawn ; crush the
wheat to make bread ; cut away the
crystal to produce the lens; split up
the ray of white light to bring forth
all the colors of the rainbow: and
so the Lord deals with us, severing,
pruning, mowing, crushing, cutting
and spliting, till the spirits of just

| men are made perfect.
In the island of Goa, near Bom-

I bay, grows a tree which nourishes
J only at night ; they call it the
“ Sorrowful Tree." No flowers arc
seen upon it during the day, for
they close right up or drop oft when
the sun rises ; but soon after sunset
the leaves are lit up with beautiful
sweet-smelling blossoms. Thus in
the sunlight of prosperity our virtues
arc often unfelt by the world, but
the night brings them out.

The Highlanders of Scotland
gather the rock - crystals called
Cairngorms on the Mountain of
Cairngorm, or Blue Mountain.
After a violent shower they go out
along the summit, and look care- ' 

aflltcQion reveal them.
I will dig about it, says the vine­

dresser, and dung it, and if it bear
fruit thenceforth, well; but if not,
thou shalt cut it down. Let the
church take warning, let the Chris­
tian take heed. As it was in the
days of Jerusalem, so shall it be in
the days of the unfruitful people of
God. For as in the days that were
before the siege they were eating
and drinking, marrying and giving
in marriage, until the day that
Titus stood before the gates, and
knew not till the Romans came,
and swept them all away; so also
shall it be in the days of the unfruit­
ful people of God. The tree that
brings not forth after the year of
respite the fruits of the spirit, the
church that is not building itself up
in love, preaching the gospel, feeding
the hungry, clothing the naked,—
yea, every soul that is not up and
doing in the Master's work, shall
be cut down as a cumbcrcr of the
ground.

Listen, a voice in the garden of
God, Cut it down, cut it down.
Listen, the sound of the axe. It is
laid to the root of the tree. Blow-
after blow resounds. A loud and
prolonged crash, and the fair tree
that had nothing but leaves lies
low. As the tree falls, so shall
it lie.

©cinptnuitc (Column.

NEW ZEALAND NOTES.

IB A. M. Luvurook.

S
I 1ERE arc no snakes in N.Z.;

but the drink - serpent is
there, and doing the same
deadly work as everywhere

else. Yet the time is coming
when, in this country, this cutse
shall be no mute. Three or four
months' travel in “ the wonderland
of the world” has afforded me fine
opportunity of judging as to the
position and prospects of the great
temperance cause in the colony.
The position is a most adv anced one.
The enfranchisement of the fait v
has given the movement a mighty
impetus. Temperance candidates
for Parliament has been elected in
greater numbers 1 believe, than
ever before. In the Port Albert
di trict of the W litemata cled jiat.-,
recently, the vutes were I p to 1;
a light. OU 
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mcnt Liquor Ad. But not yet has
that Ad been repealed, or amended,
or substituted by something more
equitable, and more satisfactory to
social reformers. At present the
forces arrayed against us are too
strong. However, Sir Robert Stout,
the “coming man" in this country,
is our parliamentary champion, and
a pronounced “ local vetoist ’’ ; and
with this doughty knight in the van,
the temperance army should make
great conquests during the next
few years.

The recent licensing eledions,
while disappointing in some re-
speds by reason of the inequitable
and unworkable charader of the
Liquor Ad under which they were
held, have proved informative and
educational in guaging the strength
of the opposing parties, and in pre­
paring the temperance forces for
more successful conflid in time to
come. From the Bluff to the North
Cape all was excitement. 1 had the
privilege of addressing several
gatherings on the subjed. Temp­
erance sentiment is evidently
stronger in the South Island than
in the North, and therein licensing
committees favorable to sobriety
have, generally speaking, been
defied. Most of the principal
towns, too, as Christchurch, Oa
maru, Chalmers, Dunedin, Kaitan-
gata, Mataura, Invercargill, etc.,
have voted 25 per cent, redudion of
licences, while at least two distrids
have voted “ no licenses ” abso­
lutely. According to returns just
to hand a total of ^7,156 votes were
cast for the continuance of publi­
cans’ licenses as at present; 14,588
for the 25';;, redudion : and 46,414
for the abolition of all licenses. But
it is doubtful whether the full benefit
suggested by above fads will be
reaped, owing to the peculiar de­
mands of the Ad as to the proportion
of voters required to make the poll
a valid one. Hundreds of electors
ncglcficd to vote, thinking that the
machinery of the Ad was so cum­
bersome and the wheels so clogged
that no progress was possible.
However, the statistical returns
augur well for prohibition in the
future. To the publicans they are
as “ the handwriting on the wall,"
and already some of them are be­
ginning to “ set their house in
order."

It is an indisputable fad that
many tipplers, as well as teetotallers,
would vote, arid have voted, for the
abolition of what a late Lord Chan-
celler described as so many “ traps 

and pitfalls for the working man.”
Many a poor drunkard realises his
need of being proteded against
himself. The morning after I had
addressed a prohibition meeting at
Hampden, near Oamaru, a woebe­
gone figure with a loaf under his
arm, accosted me desirous of efled-
ing a sale that he might quench his
unnatural thirst for alcohol, — ex­
changing braid for beer! After I
had had a little talk with him, he
exclaimed in broken accents, “ Ah,
sir! I wish you could do away with
the public-houses; it's the only
thing as 'll save such chaps as me."

If we could not prevent abso­
lutely all sale and consumption of
strong drink by the legislative
enadment, we might at any rate
thereby remove the stumbling-
block out of the path of the weak
and of the unwary.

When will the Churches of Christ
in the “sunny south," all of them,
not to mention those of Christendom
as a whole, be free from complicity
in the continuance of this curse ?
The Lord's table is the last place
in the world in which one should
find the intoxicating cup, yet in
the case of at least one of our
N. Z. churches, I am sorry to
say, it is still to be found there.
The least drop of alcohol is suf­
ficient to awaken the slumbering
thirst of a one-time drunkard. It
has proved so—oh, dreadful fad !—
at the holy supper. Personally, I
could no more knowingly partake of
the intoxicating cup in the Lord's
house than in the public-house.
When will the churches everywhere
cleanse the sanduary of this unholy
thing ?

betters from ^frira.
-------- :o:---------

No. 2.
It may be of interest to note in this letter

some points in which, as 1 understand.
South Africa and Australia resemble each
other, and others in which they differ. 1
speak of course as one who only knows
Australia by the testimony of others, and
my comparisons or contrasts may be subjed
to correction. Certain It is that in both
countries those who have an eye or a
thought for such matters mark the hour of
the night and the progress of the seasons by
the majestic circling of the Southern Cross
round the austral pole What little is to be
seen of the Great Bear makes him of little
account in South Africa, ami l< ... I ween,
in Australia. But descending from the

infinitude of space to that which proteds
our heads from the glare if not the heat of
the sun, from the splashing thunder-shower,
and from whilom hailstones like unto hens*
eggs, we depend mainly, as do you I pre­
sume. upon the resounding corrugated iron
of approved gauge. Indeed, it behoves to
be particular about the gauge, for in the
t jun from whiih this is written photos arc
preserved as a memento of a certain famous
storm, showing iron sheets riddled by hail
as if they had been used as targets at the
rifle butts.

If the graceful and, when in flower,
sweet-smelling mimosa or thorn tree is to
be crowned, as many think it should be, the
floral emblem of South Africa, the imported
eucalypti of many varieties bid fair to con­
test the claim. In fad, so well do they
thrive that South Africa, but that it can
afford to be generous, might enter the lists
with Australia in competition for the right
to use the title " Land of the Blue Gum."
This colony, while the natural home of the
bulbous tribe, is possessed besides of many
gorgeous wild flowers, and offers a friendly
welcome to trees and shrubs of most climes,
not a few Australian specimens blooming as
if to the place and manner born.

It is said that comparisons are odious.
and this is specially the case when com­
parisons do not convey a compliment. If
therefore I proceed to speak of the jealousy
of certain coast towns, I will simply state
the fads as they apply to this colony,
leaving my readers to institute comparisons
with certain other coast towns. If they
choose to accept the odium. It would be
altogether unprofitable to dwell upon the
petty local jealousies that subsist between
Cape Town and her sister Betsy, n-s Port
Elizabeth is patronizingly called, or upon
the long-standing quarrel between the latter
port and East London as to which is to be
the "fighting port" of the colony. 'Hib
bellicose ambition is but a trait of the
sisterly regard that Cape Colony has for
Natal. . nd springs out of the cumpeddon,
now keen, but to become yet much fiercer.
in regard to railway communication with
the interior. But in view of the construc­
tion of a line from Dclagoa Bay to the
Transvaal, which will be completed, il b
thought, about July next year, the two
English colonies will probably make com­
mon cause against their Dutch neighbor
While abstaining from suggesting compart
sons, 1 will alto abstain from moralising

In ancient days it was said that all roads
made for Rome. Meanwhile in Austral
Africa it looks as if most, if not all, roads
make for that centre of attraction, Johannes­
burg When the Natal Railway Extension
and the Dclagoa Hay line arc completed,
railways hum five points nf the *cabonrd
will converge al the city of gold.

Johannesburg h tuyj miles from Cape
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Town, 713 from Port Elizabeth, and 665
(rom East London. The extension of the
Natal railway will put Durban In touch
with the goldfields, at about half the mile­
age from East Ixmdon; while the Dclagoa
Bay line will again very considerably shorten
the distance from the coast. The centre of
all this attraflion. the site of which eight
years ago was bare veldt, is indeed a mar­
vellous place. Even Australians accustomed
to the rapid growth of cities on the seaboard
cannot but wonder at the size and substan­
tial character of this city of 50,000 inhabi­
tants, when account is taken of the fad that
most of the material of which it is built.
and the wherewithal to supply the wants of
its population for the first five or six years
of its existence, had to be taken by rail to
Kimberley, 480 miles, and thence by bullock
waggon some 350 miles, through winter
drought and summer flood. Johannesburg
is rapidly losing the mining camp charadcr
of its early days, and now, al this quarter­
length stage of the journey through Africa
there exists a great cosmopolitan city
where all the "resources of civilization"
are to be obtained by those who arc able to
pay for them.

With its large and strangely mixed
floating population, its innumerable bars,
and under a government corrupt to a degree.
it cannot be said that the moral tone of the
place is at all high, or that property or
jicrson is as secure as might be desired.
But the '.ettkd commercial and residential
population is rapidly increasing, and already
strps are being taken to secure better
government. Amid abounding and glaring
vice there arc more than a few righteous in
Johannesburg. Good men and true arc
lifting up the voice against vice and corrup­
tion. and for that which Is of God and Hi.
truth.

In view ol the fad that as a result of
jour late commercial depression nut a few
of your fellow colon!.is have found their
way to the Cape and the Transvaal, a word
or two ujion the prospects of such immi­
grants may be of interest and tcrvicc to
others Your readers will understand me
when 1 say that the "output of gold " is the
very Ide breath of Johannesburg Improved
methods of recovery and cheaper labor arc
but factors in the all-absorbing problem of
the " month's output." Month by month
almost without exception a steady increase
cf the output is manifest, and there is every
reason to believe it will continue to inert
But-and there are " buts " even in regard
to gcld-gettlng -the place i. unquestionably
overbeomed, and overclocked with labor < f
all kinds It may be well to place on record
the but that recently an advertisement for
an inspector of waterworks brought im­
mediately 4'" applicant* Till rcccully
value* ruled high in J fliannt .burg i-orge
i-d-rx* were pawl, but the cost of living

was very high The Influx of labor it
bringing down the one; and the railway.
great leveller that it is. is bringing down
the other

I believe, however, that there is a great
future before South Africa, and the con­
tinent as a whole. 1 am neither a prophet
nor the son of a prophet, but I will venture
to express the convidion that before the
next century is twenty years old. the cry
will be heard in Cape Town station "Take
your seats, please, for the Interior and
Cairo." At present the trans-continental
telegraph is in course of construction, and
the railway will follow. 1 he shriek of the
railway whistle will be the death knell of
slavery. The future of Africa depends far
more, both commercially and morally, upon
the development cf railways than upon the
output of gold nnd diamond*, and the
Chicago that is yit to be built on the shore
of one of Africa'.. great inland seas will
mean vastly more to the world as a trading
centre than cither Johannesburg or Kim­
berley

But to South Africa the question of
irrigation it of greater importance than that
of further railway development Much
might be done in the matter of construction
of darns, and a better conservation ami
utilisation of prevent available supplies
But in many districts the main if not the
only chance of getting a sufficient supply
for irrigating purposes is by boring. Fully
alive to the imjortancc of this matter, the
Government oflets to bear half the cost of
the needful machinery. This offer is being
freely accepted, and within the last few
months many bores have been put down .
and the results almost without exception
have been mast satisfactory. Wealth, water
and work will, if duly applied, make South
Africa a veritable garden

In one very important rejpect Africa has.
I believe, the advantage of Australia—it has
"an interior," it is not so largely "sea­
board" as your country at pre-ent is. 1
have no doubt that much is being done, and
will be. to create "an interior" for Australia.
but here it already exists. While there arc
undoubtedly vast traits of at present unin­
habitable desert in this country, and vast
regions also in whicn Europeans meanwhile
find it very difficult to live, there arc still
vaster territories fruitful toa degree, healthy
beyond doubt, and capable of sustaining an
enormous population in addition to that
already existing ; while the more unfruitful
and unhealthy portions arc being brought
under the magic of nun's control 'Ihe
physical features of the country arc won­
derfully varied, and present a curie-.ponding
variety of climatic conditions The con­
formation ol th • land atic.nl. a remarkable
choice of altitudes, while al the same time
it renders almo -t entirely unnavig.vble the
gre it river • by who h the turitnu»t 1 ■ inter-

seried These benefits and drawback 1
accrue from the fad that the land rises
from the coast in more or levs regular
plateaux of 1,500 to 3,000 feel each, and
thus it is that the Nile, the Congo, the
Zambesi, the Orange, and other rivers fling
thcm*.elves over cataracts al various stages
of their progress to the ocean. The Trans­
vaal is on the third plateau, and Johannes­
burg is 4,773 feet above the sea level. It
will be readily perceived that some of the
gradients on South African railways are
very heavy This Is notably the caws up
the Hex River Pass on the Wc.tcrn sy stem,
and up Bushman's Huck on the Eastern, at
both of which there is about to miles of 1
in 40 to 45 Within 300 miles of the Coast
the Eastern line crosses the Stormbcrg
range at an elevation of 5.450ft Thus
within a very limited range great varieties
el soil and climate can be found. Keen

I fruits arc experienced in winter on the
second and third plateaux, and at times
deep snow on the higher ground.

The Great Karoo, so called from the
sage-colored drought-defying karoo plant,
upon which slurp and goats thrive under
apparently impossible conditions, is a great

< trail of desolate country in the Western
and Midland part* of Cape Colony It has
beauties of its own. and in the early spring,
or after rain, the veldt is carj-cted with
wild flowers This district is becoming
world famed for its effect upon weak lungs,
both ameliorative and curative. At an
elevation of j.000 to 4,000 feet above sea
level, with no rainfall for lung jwriodx. the
air ia wonderfully dry and clear 1 he sod
pity, however. Is that very many arc aent
out in the vain hope of deriving benefit, at
a stage of the disease when no climate ett
earth can be ol avail. But in regard to
this Australia has had a lunger and more
painful experience than South Africa

In my next 1 propose (t> v ) saying some­
thing about the varied peoples that inhabit
the colony.

H. ELLtor T1CM.L
Queenstown, Cajrc Colony

listers’ JJngr.

atic.nl
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pc rance Committee. h was resolved that a
Sisters' Missionary meeting be held in June.
After the business had been disposed of
Mrs Maston gave a Bible reading (John
i-l). and read us some missionary extracts
from the American C. StjnJjrJ. in which
favorable comment was made on Sis Mary
Thompson's work in the zenanas. Mrs.
Mazengarb contributed a practical payer on
"Parental Legacies;" Mrs. Ballot a read­
ing, "Dorcas: or a Christian Woman's
Work.” The meeting concluded with ■
prayer and praise, after which a social cup
of tea was partaken of We wished our
Sister Mrs. F. M. Lud brook "Lun tvya^r."
reports of Sunday School and Endeavor
work were handed in.

HOUSEHOLD IIIIILE HEADINGS.
luidh, 34th chapter to the end.—Our

Scripture commences with the prophet's
cal) to the nations to hear the indignation
and vengeance expressed on the enemies of
His people, lor we must remember Isaiah is
now writing of their Babylonish captivity.
This is clearly shown forth in chapter 64,
verses to and it. This took place in the
lime of Ztdekiah by Nebuchadnezzar, who
burnt up the whole city and carried away
the people captive to Babylon, where they
remained 70 years. From the 40th chapter
we find the Ixxik is again divided up into
three parts. The fust contains the com­
forting niatirance of deliverance through
Cyrus In tills deliverance the prophet sees
the reality of the "great deliverance,” as
though it were now present, to bo wrought
out and offered to all people through Christ;
concluding with chap. 48: “There is no
peace, saith the Lord, to the wicked." The
second contains more ol a spiritual restora­
tion, In which we have Christ our Saviour
fully brought out, even to His sufferings, in
that beautiful chapter so often read in our
churches, viz., the 53rd; again ending in
the 57th chapter that there is " no |xacc to
the wicked.” And the third portion seems
to be entirely taken up with saving and
avenging Zion, and exhortations upon the
future already set forth Blessings after
luffcriug; Christ's power to rave; the new
Jerusalem; the growth ol the church.
• And they shall declare my glory among
the Gentiles; and He will make us priests;
and we shall inherit the new heavens and
the new earth which I will make (taith the
laird) shall remain.”

/uwuer —Doubts have exi ted as to the
origin of the church at Rome, but to our
mind it is easily settled; for il we remember
the day of Pentecost, when Peter preached
bis memorable sermon, there were "strangers
from Rome;" some of whom nodoubt were
among the three thousand who accepted
the Saviour. We must remember that the
Apostle Paul was an evangelist, who went
about preaching In every city; and he must
have met many inhabitants of Rome. He
had a longing desire to go there. At this
time Claudius had expelled all Jews from
Rome; but the decree was coon revoked,
and many returned to their old homes,
among whom were Aquila and Priscilla;
also Epeiietus, who was his (irsl convert In
Actinia, as well as many others who were
intimate friends of Paul The object ol the
epistle seems to be entirely doctrinal, and
differs from the other epistles, as there was
no trouble to correct a> at Corinth or
Galatia, but to instil into them a greater
love ol the Master and more brotherly love
amongst themselves. F. IIunthman.

Heart 10 Hi Ant Tai v>
In Ladin ilei.H Ji uiujI.

Now a word to those who write me, •• 1 

get so tired of the every-day duties." 1
want to say if you loved the Lord well
enough you would be willing to do the
"every day duties " and not long for the
" broad highways." I very much fear we
have talked so much of woman's work—her
grand work for God and humanity—that we
have misled women No work can be
grander than the work He gives us to do,
and work in the kitchen is just as grand as
on the " broad highway." The pendulum
needed to swing, 1 have no doubt, and it
was not true that a woman could do only
the work in the kitchen, and what we call
domestic work. She can do any thing God
calls her to do, and then her business is to
do it well. But what I want to emphasize
is that if in His providence her work is in
the kitchen it is just as grand a work as
work anywhere else. I am sensitive on that
line 1 had one of the grandest mothers
that ever lived, and she spent a great deal
of her time in her kitchen. You may call it
common work, but the tears of grateful love
blind my eyes as the picture of my mother
with her children around comes up before
me. and there are seven men and women
who will probably read these lines and their
eyes will moisten at the memory of the
beautiful mother. No "broad highways"
saw my mother She was never on a plat- 1
form; she never wrote for a magazine, but
she wielded a mighty influence, and we I
children are feeling her influence alter all
these years, and feeling it increasingly.
When shall we come to see what a priceless
thing in God', universe is character, and
that it can be made in a kitchen as well as 1
anywhere elrc. Ixiok more deeply into the
watchword "In IBs name." till you come
to know the joy of doing or suffering for the
love ol Christ If God wants you anywhere
else it will be very easy for him to remove
you- to give you something else to do, but
the probability is He will not do it till you
arc willing to do what He has given you to
do. Margaret Borrosii;

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORTS.
Sister Mrs. Hall reports having visited

North Carlton. Number present, 167 schol- ,
ars; tj teachers, including a large Bible
class and infants' class ol 47. In beautiful
order under Bro. Page, reciting a hymn as
one voice. North bilzroy was also visited
There is a large infant class of 80, with a
second infant class who are able to read
easy Bible narratives. No uniform lesson
Is used, most of the teachers having a plan
cl their own. The gentlemen teachers take
it in turn to open the school. There is a
wry nice library at this school. Number
present, 22G scholars ; teachers. 24 North
Richmond—We are glad to report an in­
creased interest, and the school apparently
is In a better position than it has ever been
for doing a grand work for our Master. We
have an excellent stall of teachers, not omit-
ing to mention an acquisition in Sister
Grace McCoughtry. The attendance on
the whole is satisfactory and several scholars
have bven added to the church.

H. Chipperfield, See.
DORCAS.

Unlcy has not of late occupied much
space in the Sl.lir.. Page, but although
regular reports have not bcm sent, the
sisters have not been idle Our Dorcas
Society has jurt completed another year of
steady, and, we have reason to believe, ute-
ful work Our anniversary was celebrated
i:n Wedm day afternoon, April 25II1, by a
meeting cl members and '.upj-.rlcrs of the
•.ocicty About sixty were pir cnl in the
<.ha|<l. The chair was taken by Bro

D'Nesi, and addresses given by Brethren
A. T. Magarey, Anderson and Colbournc.
The various reports showed that during the
year 63 garments had been made and dis-
tributed, monetary assistance been given to
the extent of £1 ns., while the treasurer
was able to report a credit balance of £\
165. 8d. After the meeting a social tea was
enjoyed, at which those present had not
only the opportunity of meeting one another,
but also ot welcoming Bro. and Sis, Col-
bourne of Sydney, who arc so well known
and beloved at Unlcy. Our new year has
begun under the most happy auspices, and
our prayer is that the Dorcas Society of
Unlcy may grow in usefulness, and prove
a blessing to the needy with whom we come
in contact. A. M. Hart, See.

POETRY.
The Tapestry Weavers.

Let us take to our hearts a lesson.
No lesson could braver be:

From the ways of the tapestry weavers.
On the other side of the sea.

Above their heads the pattern hangs.
They study it with care.

The while their fingers deftly work.
Their eyes are fastened there

They tell this curious thing besides.
Of the patient toiling weaver,

He works on the wrong side evermore,
But works for the right side ever.

It is only when the weaving stops.
And the web is loosed and turned.

That lie sees his real handiwork,
That his marvellous skill is learned.

Ah 1 the sight of its delicate beauty,
How it pays him for all its cost I

No rarer, daintier work than his,
Was ever done by the frost.

Then the master bringeth him golden hire.
And giveth him praise as well.

And how happy the heart of the weaver is.
No tongue but his can tell.

The years of man arc the looms of God,
Ixt down from the place of the sun,

Wherein we arc weaving al way,
Till the mystic webb is done.

Weaving blindly, but weaving surely.
Each for himself his fate ;

We may not see flow the right side looks.
We can only weave and wait.

But looking above for the pattern,
No weaver hath need to fear,

Only let him look clear into heaven,
The perfed pattern is there.

If he keeps the face of his Saviour.
For ever and alway in sight,

His toil shall be sweeter than honey,
His weaving is sure to be right.

And when his task is ended,
And the web is turned and shown,

He shall hear the voice of the Master.
It shall say to him " well done.”

And the white-winged Angela of heaven.
To bear him hence shall come down ;

And God shall give him gold fur Ilia hire.
Not coin —but a golden crown. ,

-Sad.icr's .Ves/AV-
MISSIONARY-

1 he first annual meeting of the Foreign
Mission Band at Doncaster was held in the
chapel April 23rd. There was a g°°“
attendance, and a pleasant evening
spent, much intcre.t being taken tn uur
work The meeting v.a. opened by
1 ully ; and at the n que .1 ol our pre adi
hr occupied her place in the chair. Having
Liicll) stated the object of the formation •'!
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our Band, .and the work engaged in. the
following programme was well rendered —
Chorus, " Forth to the Work." Mission
Band ; solo, ■■ Past Under the Rod." Mrs
Ewers; recitation. Miss E. Zelius; duet.
Misses R. Smith and E. Gill; Bro. Ewers
gave a very interesting addreri, giving full
details of our work, as well a : a glimpse
into the future; chorus. " Go Preach My
Gospel," Mission Band; solo. ••Faith;"
dialogue, •' Christianity and the Nations."
in which thirteen of the members took part.
The meeting closed with " Speed Thy Ser­
vants " and the bcncdiftion.

Florence M. Zelius, See.
ENDEAVOR.

South Melbourne.—A meeting was held
March 6th to consider the advisability of
reorganising a Y P.S.C.E, when it was
decided to start a society, to be composed
of both sexes. The class meets every
Tuesday evening, with an average attend­
ance of twenty. Three committees have
been formed, viz.. Prayer-meeting, Look­
out. and Social One consecration meeting
has been held, the subject being "Gods
Precious Promises." It was a pleasing fad
that every member present took part in the
meeting, which made it Interesting and
beneficial to all. One evening was devoted
Io "Temperance." and one to " Missions."
when the subject was "China for Christ."
The collection that evening was given to
Foreign Missions. The funds of the class
are voluntary contributions. A prayer
meeting is held every Lord's day evening at
half-past si* Our motto being " Forward."
we intend to press on, doing the work
Christ would have us do, using tho.c talents
God his given us in His service.

M H. Romltscii. See.
C. H Martin, Pres.

North Richmond Endeavor Society held
the usual utckly meeting on the ami inst.
A small meeting but an enjoyable one
The secretary of the local union was pre tent
and gave some information ai to method* of
work Mitt. Winch, Pres.

Miss Goodacue, See.
North Melbourne have an attendance

of 18 every Tuc'-day, the members taking it
in turn Io interest and improve each other
with singing and reading whilst the sewing
is being done They met with the young
men's Mutu d and had a profitable evening
Favorite scripture passages were read or
recited L Woodhead, Sec.

(Cljristinn (Ebiiirnte,
fix., &c.

th Chas. Watt.

Geological Evolution. — Mr.
Robert Paterson looks into the
theory that our globe—the system
of course—has been manufactured
out of “ nebulous fire dust," and for
the very modest consideration of 15
cents he opens the aqueous flood­
gates and fairly extinquishes the
ignious hypothesis. The “science"
which Mr. Paterson so strangely—
and so successfully —attack he savs
“may be briefly defined as the
scit nee of world-making." As
defined by the state geologist of

Illinois; “Geology is that depart­
ment of natural science which treats
of the earth's structure and develop­
ment ; and it carries us back,
through a regular sequence of cause
and effedl, to a period when the
material of which it was composed
existed in a state of liquid fusion, or,
in other words, when the earth was
a globe of liquid fire. The radiation
of heat from the surface resulted in
the gradual cooling of the mass, and
thus the first rocks were formed, as
modern igneous rocks are now
formed, by the cooling of mineral
matter, ejected from existing vol­
canoes." And, of course, the final
development will be that by con­
tinuous “ radiation of heat" the
merciless arms of an eternal frost
will ultimately turn the earth into a
vast refrigerating chamber. This
he aptly terms

THE EVERLASTING GOSPEL OF
DESPAIR,

and he presents, along with it, a
picture of man's brighter destiny as
revealed in the Scriptures of truth,
that shows, by startling contrast,
the wretchedness of the geologist's
outlook. The “ despair" gospel
is thus stated by Dr. Winchell:
“ Every year ami every day wit­
nesses the dissipation of terrestrial
warmth. While we [winder the
great fact, the world is growing cold
beneath our feet. The current of
events is carrying us inevitably to a
state of total refrigeration. Perhaps
the mountains will have l>cen levelled
first, and the continents swallowed
up in the sea. The nations of men,
if they still exist, will have emigrated
from the temperate to the equa­
torial regions; new diseases will
have diminished their numbers;
polar frost will have crept stealthily
and steadily from Behring’s Straits
to the Gulf of Mexico ; the fluent
rivers will have been chained to
their rocky banks: the ruins of
great cities will be bemoaned by
wintry winds howling past in rage
and the presence of impending frost

all things have assumed a
pale and leaden hue pale,
thin, and feeble, the shivering ren-
rnant of humanity have gathered
themselves together into compact
communities for economy of vital
warmth men return to
caves whence they came at the
beginning; nature has become their
enemy ; science ami art are forgotten

year by year the population
become'. Ic .;, year by year the dead
empire of frost is extended
men have immuicd i!i<m.cl\e. in

gloomy caverns, till they have
almost lost the forms of humanity.
The end arrives. Unless some sud­
den catastrophe shall sweep the race
from being in a day, the time will
come when two men will alone sur­
vive of all the human race
These two men will gaze into each
other's faces—wan, thin, hungry.
shivering, despairing. Speech will
have deserted them. Silent, gazing
each into eternity, more dead than
living—an overpowering emotion,
an inspiring hope—and one of them
drops by the feet of the sole sur­
vivor of God's intelligent race.
Who can say what a tide of reflec­
tions will rush for an instant through
the soul of the last man ? Who
shall listen to his voice if he speaks?

Thrice honored, thrice
exalted man! On him has been
devoted the unique duty u«‘ uttering
the farewell of our race to its ancient
and much loved home. In what
words will he say farewell ?

“ The last man has composed his
body to’cternal rest; the once fair
earth is a cold and desolate corpse ;
nature's tears are ice ; she weeps no
more ; the face of the sut is veiled ;
it is midnight in the highways of the
planets ; the spirits of heaven
mourn at the funeral of nature."

Such is the milleniurn of evolution.
Now for

THE BRIGHTER SIDE.

“ Behold 1 create new heavens
and a new earth, and the former
shall not be remembered, nor come
into mind. But ye be glad and
rejoice for ever in that which 1
create; for, behold, I create Jerusa­
lem a rejoicing and her people a joy '
(Isaiah 65 ; 17, 18).

“ We, according to his promise,
look for new heavens, and a new
earth, wherein dwellcth righteous-
ness" (. Pet. j : 13).

“And I saw a new heaven and a
new earth ; for the first heaven and
the first earth were passed away:
and there was no more sea. And I
John sow the holy city, new Jerusa­
lem, coming down from God out of
heaven, prepared as a bride adorned
for her husband. And I heard a
great voice out of heaven, saying.
Behold, the tabernacle of God is
with men, and he will dwell with
them, an<l they shall be his people.
anil God him .< If shall be with them.
and be their God. And God ri dl
wipe away all t- u • from th ir • y ■ .
and there shall be no more death,
neither sorrow, nor crying, neither
■'.! ill then Ic any mm ; for
th" f.Himr things air pa-. I away.
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And he that sal upon the throne
said, Behold, I make all things new.
And he said unto me, Write: for
these words are true and faithful"
(Rev. 21 : 1-5).

Then to save space let the reader
turn up Rev. 21 : 23 to 22: 5, and
he will have the two sides—The
evolutionist’s anti-christian millen­
nium of hunger, darkness, frost and
evertasting death; and the Christian
prediction of the kingdom of God on
earth, the kingdom of light and
plenty, of love and joy, and life
eternal. Reader, which hope is
yours ?

Having looked at the theological
theory of the development of this
world by a cooling off of a buried
mass of molten matter, and its pro­
gression to the happy consumma­
tion of eternal congelation, when
geologists, monkeys, and every
other living thing shall have been
frozen to death, Mr. Paterson turns
his attention to

SCIENTIFIC OBJECTIONS Tq ITS
ACCEPTANCE,

in which, it is not too much to say,
he establishes the reasonableness of
the "wet theory ” beyond even a
shadow of doubt, and have knocked
the bottom completely out of many
notions that we are wont to accept
as firm conclusions of the “ exact
science.”

1. The logical basis of the theory « i//
not carry its weight.

One of the principal fadls relied
on is the sfhcriodal shape of our
globe, slightly flattened at the poles
as would be the result had it been
in a semi-fluid state when set to
rotate. But it would have assumed
the shape had its fluidity been
occasioned bv water as by fire. A
mass of mud would take the same
shape under rotation as a mass
of lava of the same consistence.

Another of the principal fads
alleged for its support is the dis­
covery of trofical plants and animals
in the lower strata of the earth is
in what are now lemfcrate climes;
whence it was inferred that the
whole globe has cooled since the
days of the coal plants.

But if it be granted that plants
requiring equally great heat and
moisture are now growing in the
tropics, then the most that can be
inferred is a change of climate. Be­
sides, geologists are pretty well
agreed that all the northern conti­
nents were once traversed by floating
icebergs in the glacier period. It
would be equally legitimate to infer
from this that the earth is heat­

ing rather than cooling, since those
regions arc now temperate.

Another, and perhaps the chief
fad relied on to prove the molten
condition of the earth's interior at
the present time is the gradual increase
of terrestrial heat as u e ascend into the
mines, for the very short distance we
can penetrate the earth. From this
it is inferred that the same ratio of
increase of temperature towards the
centre prevails in the impenetrable
depths, under unknown and totally
different conditions of gravity, pres­
sure, conduction, and cledro-
magnetism. It would be equally
logical to invert the process, and
argue that as atmospheric tempera­
ture diminishes in the sunshine in
the tropics, from the sea level to the
snow line 18° for every mile of
ascent from the earth's surface,
therefore the temperature of sphere
one hundred millions of miles from
the earth’s mountain tops, is not less
than 1,800,000,000° below zero.

Sir John Herschel gives an illus­
tration of the argument which has
all the force of a reduCtio ad absurdttm:
“ Now only consider what sort of a
conclusion this leads us in. This
globe of ours is 8000 miles in

1 diameter; a mile deep in its surface
is a mere scratch. If a man had 20
coats on, and I found underneath
the first a warmth of 60° above the
external air, I should expert to find
60° more under the second, nnd
60° more under the third, and
within all no man but a mass of red-
hot iron.

The existence of metals in veins of the
rocks is adduced in proof of these
metals having been vaporized by
heat. There is not, however, the
beginning of any argument among
geologists as to the manner or
causes of the formation of these
metallic veins, in which the wealth
of the world is treasured. Werner
alleges that that they are formed by
acqueous solutions filtered in from
the top. Hutton affirms with equal
confidence that tiny were filled by
melted matter injected from the
bottom. Sedgwick supposes they
were produced by chemical separa­
tion of the materials while the rock
was soft. Becqueral alleges that
they were formed by electrochemical
adtion. But Buckland suggests that
the metals have been vaporised by
intense heat, and the vapor hat, con­
densed in the veins. Geologists
should agree among themselves on
the causes of mineral veins before
they bring forward their alleged
causes as proof to the world.

2. The advocates of geological evolution
contradict each other's statement of the
fundamental faCls of the case.

We have already seen that Mr.
Herbert Spencer, from the very
same faifls adduced by the geolo­
gists, deduced a contrary conclusion,
viz., that instead of the earth cool­
ing down, it is now, on the contrary,
heating up; and that it must fall
into the sun and be consumed. Now
the possibility of so learned an evo­
lutionist as Mr. Spencer inventing a
contrary theory is frima facie evid­
ence of the absence of any sufficient
proof of the other; and is, besides,
a great encouragement to other
inventors and manufacturers of
theories. And this method of mu­
tual contradiction extends through
the whole system.

Thus as to the time necessary for
our earth to cool its molten con­
ditions, M. Unget has accurately
determined it from experiments on
the cooling of basalt at nine millions
of years; but M. Hibert with equal
accuracy at five millions; and M.
Bove is quite positive that it re­
quired exactly three hundred and
fifty millions. Each fixes the period
to suit his own taste. However,
Poisson alleges that the heat of the
earth is merely a consequence of
the motion of our planatary system
in space ; of which some parts have
more stellar heat than others. He
denies that the centre of the earth
is any hotter than the surface; al­
leging that, even on the hypothesis
of a molten cooling globe the solid
parts first cooled would link to the
to the centre.

Again as to the rate of increase of
terrestrial heat we have the. mean
rate in six of the deepest English
mines as 1° for every 44 feet. In
Saxony i° for every 65 feet. This
in the silver and lead mines, but in
others it was necessary to descend
three times as far for every degree.
Mr. Fox, in the Dalwath mine in
Cornwall, found the increase x° to
75 feet, Knappcr gave the result of
his researches as 1° for every 37
feet. At the experimental well of
Grenelle it was found 1° Fahr. for
every 60 feet and a depth of 1312
feel. Such discordant results can
not proceed from one uniform cause-
They point, not to one central and
uniform, but to many local and
various sources of heat.

There is another series of fn<^s
which shows decrease of tempera­
ture as we descend to the deep
places of the earth. Thus the
water of the artesian well of Chi*
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cago, from a depth of 700 feet,
which should, according to the
igneous nucleus theory, be fourteen
degrees warmer than the average
surface temperature, is, on the
contrary, two degrees below it. The
Artesian wells of St. Louis, and of
all other places in the valley of the
Mississippi, exhibit similar decrease
of temperature at considerable
depths.

On the contradictory statements
as to the thickness of the earth’s
crust, he says: It is alleged that as
we find the heat increase a degree
for every fifty-seven feet we sink
into the earth it must be hot enough
at 24 miles to melt cast iron. But
this melting point of cast iron is,
however, strange to say, quite as
undetermined as the rest of the
business; according to Wedgwood's
Pyramcter, which was the infallible
standard 20 years ago, it was
21,000" Fahren ; but Pro. Daniels
has constructed another infallible
instrument which says 2,786”
exactly; while in the meantime
Messrs. St. Clair, Deville, and
Troost have invented a new in­
strument, which alleges that at
1530” C. copper and silver are
vaporized. This would make a
slight difference in the thickness of
the crust, which in the one case
would be 24, and in the other 200
miles thick. But Hopkins comes in
and demonstrates that with any
such pressure of superheated steam
or gas, two hundred miles of half
melted granite would explode faster
than a steamboat hoik r of stove-(
pipe iron; and he demands al least
8(X) or 1000 miles of good solid lock-
Having measured and weighed the
earth and the stars by the pendulum,
he alleges we have a gcod title to
our city lots at least a thousand
miles down. Cordier calculates the
interior heat at 450,000" bah., or
about one hundred and sixty times
that of melted iron. But it is well
known to be impossible to raise the
temperature of water much above
the melting point, while a piece of I
ice remains floating on it. The
same principle prevails in melting
rnctals. A sea of boiling water
at 212" Fahren. covered with a
crust of ice 24 miles, or boo miles,
thick, at 82° Fahren. would be a
dream six hundred times less per-
posterous than a sea of molten
minerals, at 450,000* Fahr< n. float­
ing a solid crust at let • than lot/*
Fahren.

Yet on this utterly unproven
hypothesis, says Mr. Paterson, not 

only sceptics, but clergyman of the
Church of England, and eminent
American preachers base their
denial of the Bible account of crea­
tion.

dearth nni) ‘tfjonw.
— o------

Bt A. H. Bryant.
THIS DAY

UY MRS. A M. TOMLINSO.X.
This day alone thou hast!

Its dawning hath began.
To morrow's light thou may St not see,

Noontide, nor setting sun
Then, in thy heart may thoughts

Like pure white lilies rise.
And kindly words and deeds be thine.

Till sleep shall dose thine eyes
This day, the common round.

The weary, fretting care.
The tasks like seeming fetter. bound.

The burdens hard to bear.
But thou midst the e can make

For Him the service sweet.
And thus, for Christ's deart ike. at length

1 hy life shall be complete
A cup of water given

Thu day. for lose of Him .
A word ot cheer to some faint heart.

Whose sky of hone is dim .
1 hou<h thine own heart be ad.

Still, still, to trust, to pray —
Thcc, there, may thin be thine to do,

lor His dear sake, this day
r.ithrrl tho moments speed

Swill-winged, the time is brief.
Our life is but a vapor small.

I he falling of a leaf
Help us from day to day,

Whatc'cr our lot may be.
To strive with steadfast heart to do

Hie thing that plcasclh thee.

UNJUST SUSPICION.

A TRl'lJ STORY.
Although ranked among the more

venial faults, suspicion often gives
rise to results as dire as lho.>c that
lie at the door of the worst pas..ion.
Murder, suicide—all manner of in­
justice have been traced to unjust or
misplaced suspicion. Perhaps no
trait of character has caused so much
domestic and social friction as a
morbid tendency to suspcdl. The
following is only one of many in­
stances that the- writer could telali
of the lamentable con'-cquences of
misplaced suspicion:—

A young German, intelligent and
prepossessing in appearance, came
to America to seek his fortune. He
was employed as ornamental gar-
deni r by .1 rich and ar i t<xratic lady
in the town of \\ .In about
two years he felt that he could 

affotd to keep his promise to send
for his affianced young bride. She
came, and took, for a limited time,
the duties of lady's maid for her
lover’s mistress. In three months
they were to be united in holy wed­
lock. How happy they were in the
present and in view of future pros­
pects I There seemed to be no cloud
in the sunshine above them. But
in one short hour there was no sun­
shine ; clouds, black as midnight,
covered everything.

The rich lady had an extensive
wardrobe. Suddenly, one day, she
missed an elegant silk dress and
velvet robe that she had pul aside
out of style, some time before. It
could be found nowhere, and she
certainly owned such a dress. No
one had access to her wardrobe but
Rika and herself. Unwilling as she
was to doubt the beautiful, winning
little foreigner, who had won her
fancy, she could not doubt Rika's
guilt. She tried to bribe her to con­
fession, saying that she should not
be betiayed if she would be ingenu­
ous and tell the truth. Rika, with
eloquent tears, gestures and broken
sentences, denied the accusation,
and persisted in her de ni.d in de fiance
of every inducement to confess the
theft. Feeling sure that she must
be harboring a liar and thief be­
sides, Mrs. B. finally told John that
his much-loved paragon was unwor­
thy of him.

It was long before he could believe
it. But proofs aie proofs, and John,
almost distracted, told Rika that she
must be sent back to Germany.
Rika, weakened by tears, grief and
night-watchings, fell in a dead faint,
during which John gave vent to his
grief in pitiful ejaculations and
caresses, of which she was uncon­
scious.

On the morning of the day that
Rika was to sail, she was missing.
A search was instituted, and on the
third day after the body of a beauti­
ful young girl was taken from the
creek. Any attempt to describe
John's grief would be futile. He
was mute with the silent angui,.h
that kills. He V.i nt about hi. <:u’.i ■
as in a dream, making mistake .that
proved hi;, distraction, and wandered
half the night upon the margin of
tin stream in which hi;, loved one
had sought forgetfulness, or about
her grave. He shed no tears. Hrs
mistre . was mon: demonstrative.
She vvipt and wrung her hand . but
: h • was d« • tlllc I t" -idh r d rp r
.iicf, the lutL in. • of lift lour; re­

morse arid compunction.
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A few days after these events had
transpired, a lady came rushing up
the steps of Mrs. H.’s elegant man­
sion. As soon as she was admitted
to the lady’s presence she exclaimed,
•• What is this that 1 see in this
morning's Times ? Can it be that
your poor lady’s maid is a suicide
through my remissness in bringing
home the dress you gave me to alter
just before I left W-------- , more
than a year ago ?’’ and she took out
the fatal robe that had been the
death of poor Rika.

" It is my fault," exclaimed Mrs.
B., pale as death and trembling like
a leaf. "It was my business to
send for it. I feel that the cruel
death of the innocent lies at my
door," and the tears fell like rain.
It is said that she was for ever after
a sad and thoughtful woman.

But what of poor John! His
heart was broken and his intellect
was a wreck from the hour that he
was told the truth. But God is
merciful, and three months after his
darling had been buried in her bridal
robes, and placed in Mrs. B.'s family
cemetery. " poor John," as he was
universally called, was conveyed to
a humane asylum for the insane—a
mild, harmless, and happy lunatic.
Being allowed his freedom, his sole
happiness consisted in going to the
post-office, always sure that he
should find the letter that announced
the ariival of his “ beautiful darling
Rika."—Selected.

THAT LAST KISS.

On the day of a great fire, which
occurred not long since in Boston, a
bright lad, sixteen years old, was
running from his home at the south
end of the city to catch an eledlric
car, which would take him to his
daily work in one of the large whole­
sale houses of the city.

The boy's mother was a widow
with small means, who lived on the
upper floor of a neat little house,
and earned, by sewing, what she
could to increase the small income
which her hard-working honest hus­
band had left her.

Her son William had been kept
at school until he was fifteen years
old, and as he was ambitious and
studious he made the most of his
opportunities and graduated from
the high school with credit. During
the summer following he took a
course of study in one of the com­
mercial colleges of the city, and was
thus enabled to accept a position 

offered him, and earn a few dollars
a week, with a promise of promo­
tion, and better wages another year.

William was devoted to his mother
in every way, and he seemed so
happy to be able now to earn some­
thing himself, and to begin to repay
her for all her self-sacrifice and
loving care for him. Every Satur­
day night as he started for home,
with his week's pay in his pocket,
his first thought was of his mother,
and it was his delight to carry her a
little fruit, or a few flowers, or some
little token of his thoughtful love.

He knew well how she appreciated
these attentions, and he was con­
scious many times during the day of
her loving thought for him and her
real gladness in working for him.

William was always in the habit
of kissing his mother good-bye as he
left her in the morning for school, or
for business, and of greeting her
again on his return at night in the
same loving manner.

On the morning of the fire Wil­
liam had inadvertently hurried off
without kissing his mother. He
ran for an eledtric car on Shawmut-
avenue and was just about getting
on to it when he suddenly thought,
“ I forgot to kiss mother good-bye!"
and as suddenly turned about, and
ran home again.

As he hastily opened the door, he
exclaimed, “ 1 ran back for my kiss,
mother, for I would not feel just
right all day without it!" and taking
it, and with a bright, happy face
waving a farewell, he ran again for
his car.

That afternoon the fire broke out
in the building in which William
was at work.

He was almost chocked with
smoke as he tried to find his way to
the staircase, which was, however,
enveloped in flames, and his only
chance of life was in leaping from a
sixth storey window, hoping that a
fireman or a policeman might catch
him. He leaped, and fell to the
pavement—dead. . . . His mother
sits now in her little home, broken­
hearted and desolate ! Her husband
was taken from her many years ago,
and now the son upon whom she
leaned, in whom her heart delighted,
who had helped her to bear her
grief, and fur whose comfort she had
joyfully worked, was suddenly taken
from her. The sorrow of that deso­
late mother’s heart none can know
but those who have been afflicted as
she is alili< ted. But she thanks
God every day fur the blessed mem­
ories which comfort her, and many

times a day, and in the twilight
hour:

• When the forms of the departed
Enter nt the open door,

The beloved, the true-hearted,
Come to visit her once more"—

she secs the happy face of her boy
as he came running back from the
car, and bounded into the room to
get that last kiss from his mother.

So amid her sighs and her tears
in her loneliness and in her sorrow,
she still lives over again the sweet
hours she has spent with her boy,
and the thronging memories of his
many adls of devotion to her, and
the loving thoughtfulness on that
last morning are her solace and her
comfort now.

(Comsptniiirncr.
------- o---------

THE CONFERENCE ESSAY.
To the Editors of the A. C. Stanpakd-

Dear Brethren,—Not having
heard the Conference essay read,
nor having heard the discussion
which took place thereon, 1
cannot say how it was received by
the meeting, with your permission I
would like to say a few words on it.
1 have no wish to find fault where it
is unnecessary, nor do I wish to say
one word against the benefits of a
good education ; but 1 think I am
expressing the mind of a large num­
ber of the brotherhood when I say
that the essayist takes us too near
Rome to be wholesome. The sen­
timent of Rome is expressed in the
followingIt is impossible that
ordinary education should ever sup­
ersede Christian institutions to furn­
ish the trained ministry which the
church demands, to fail to provide
such a ministry would be for the
church to fail to provide for its own
existence." Now hear the essay­

list:—" ll'r must either do
evangelists altogether, or be

[from America, cither the one or tee
ether. Illiterate evangelists are
in these days simply out of the
question. Better to let the ship
drift where wind and tide may carry
it than give the helm to an incom­
petent pilot." I think 1 have om}
to read what Paul says, to show the
absurdity of the above: (r Cor. J •
26) " For ye see your calling, breth­
ren, how that not many wise men
after the flesh, not many might}.
nut many noble, ate called; but God
hath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the wise;
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God hath chosen the weak things of
the world to confound the mighty ;
and the base things of the world,
anil things that are despised, hath
God chosen, yea, and things that
are not, to bring to nought things
that are: that no flesh should glory
in his presence." Paul says this of
himself: “ Anti I, brethren, when I
came to you, came not with excel­
lency of speech or of wisdom, de­
claring unto you the testimony of
God.” And the apostle further says:
“My speech and my preaching was
not with enticing words of man's
wisdom, but in demonstration of
the spirit and power." Now
what about the incompetent pilot ?
I can assure the essayist that
many noble soldiers in the army
of God, through disabilities not of
their own, had not a college training,
will shine in the kingdom of glory
with a greater lustre than many of
those who passed through the mill
and were ground to order, I am
glad that we have no incompetent
pilot at the helm, while Jesus Christ
stands there, and it is a slur on the
wisdom and judgment of God to
say that it is better to let the ship
drift where wind and tide will carry
it because of the absence of a trained
ministry. If such pernicious coun­
sel had been given and adopted in
the past, the cause with which we
stand identified would have made
but a poor show in these colonies.
It might as well be said that while
man cannot live without light, there­
fore when God said “ Let there be
light," marl must keen machinery at
work to sustain light for the physical
man, as to say that when Christ
became light for His Church, there­
fore a “ Christian college " must be
maintained to train the ministry
drmancirJ ly th Church, for the con­
tinuance of the Church. The Spirit
orders the members to “edify one
another," to “exhort one another,"
to “ admonish one another," and to
“ build up " each other in the faith ;
but no order to train a “minister"
or for a “Christian college" to edify,
exhort, or admonish the Christian.

Fraternally yours,

^lissionnrn

HOME.

fl will lx:

seen from the following abridged reports
that tin- prexnt Conference year hai lx*gun
very aiunicioudy, 21 addition*. by faith and
baptism being reported.

we regret to state 1h.1t the Committee
are losing the servicer of ilro Clapham
from 1st June, as he has accepted an en­
gagement with the N. S. Wales Missionary
Committee. Uro. G. B. Moysey has been
invited to succeed Uro Clapham in the
Corowa district. It is not yet definitely
known when he will commence his labors.

W T. CLArilAM.—Since Last report two
have been added by faith and baptism, one
from Ruthcrglcn and one from Gombar-
ganx At Corowa the meetings not to good
as usual The cau*< is promising al
Ruthcrglcn At Gombargana matters are
about the fame as usual, they arc a splendid
people, whose hearts are in the lord's
keeping.

A farewell meeting will be held at Gem
bargana on May 24th. and at Corowa on
the 29th.

W. I). Little.—Our work fur the con
fcrcnccyc.ir has opened mo 4 auspiciously
in this circuit, five believers having been
added to the I«ord, two al Kyabram,
one at Fish Point, and two at Fcrni-
hurst. Since conference have visited
Kyabram. Kcrang East. Bcnjcroop. Bro
Kingston's (in the Mallee), about tj miles
from Benjcroon. Mystic Park. Irish.Point.
Yarrawalla (where the brethren willingly
give t.p their Lord's day visit in future, so
that it may be devoted to other field.),
Fernihurst, Mysia. and Weddcrburn Al
this last named place they have hail the
ns'.lst.incc of Bro. Greennill, from Mel­
bourne, whois likely to settle in the district
Splendid meeting, at Weddcrburn.

W W Tomlinson.—Since return from
Conference spent a few days (including one
lord's day) at Horsham H ive moved my
residence horn Kaniva 10 Lillimur. Have
vi-.ltcd nil the churches, and -in pleased to
report that all the meetings have been well
attended. Two addition . by faith and bap-
ti .m at North Yanac At Bordertown every­
thing li bright and cheerful, and under the
self-denying efforts of Brethren Milne and
Meyers the church Is making steady pro
gre i in the knowledge and love of God

G. H. Browse —On jr.t March went to
Pulkcmmelt in re pome to a request from
the brethren there On Lord's day 1st
baptised one at that place Preached at
lior.-bani in the evening. On Sth preached
nt Galaquil and Brirn. On 15th went to
Polkcmmctt. but owing to cb l-ic.e. could
not hold meeting at Vctli* till Monday, but
then had a go-d meeting, greatly owing to
the energy of Bro Ned Hou ton The
following day four were buried with their
Ixird in baptism. 22nd Morning at Gala
quil, afternoon at Brim (when one formtrlv
immersed united with 111. and one decided
for Christ), evening at Gal.tquil, about 40

nabcal and one from Ku t berry] 

noon, about 40
quil On the si

Galaquil, one made the go«xl confession be-
fure many wilnr-.srv The bn lhren arc in­
viting t<*nd<-rv for a house fur inc to live in
at Brim, where 1 will be in the midst of my
work.

Jas Park--Grand meetings today: re­
ceived into fellow ship one who was baptized
during the week On Wednesday evening
last another confessed Christ and uas bap­
tised to-day before about 500 It was a
great meeting. I stood on Bro Aldcrxm's
trap and addressed them far nearly an hour.
Have distributed a great deal of our litera­
ture from house to house. I have al-o to
report one baptism nt Elphin.tonc a few
Sunday* ago Since tst April have ad­
dressed 17 meetings inside and 7 open air
meetings held at Drummond. Tar.ul.de. I-.I-

I phin.tone. New stead and Dunolly. t.Vj 94
M McLellan - During ths past six or

•.even weeks have l>ecn preaching at Haw­
thorn Very good meeting* One addition
by faith and obedience Gave addre ci .it
Callingwood and Surrey Hills on ” Home

I Mission Work.” illustrated with a large
map of Victoria I hive arranged with a
number of othi r churchci to speak on Vi<
lurian Mi sion Work, with a view to stimti-
1 sting interest in Home Missions

Finances —There is good work being
done in all the fields occupied; but I rrgt< t
to say that thus early in the year we arc

1 nearly £io-> in arrears Will brethren and
i churches please do what they can to re-
| plenish the empty treasury. Bro Thur-
' good. 357 Sw.inston-strcet. or the secretary.
i Uro M McLellan. 24K Little Collin 1 tru 1

(corner of Swanston .Irrel), will lx1 glad to
receive and acknowledge all contributions
received it is a gnat pity that these public
appeals should have to be made. hut it h
quite evident that the work cannot be car­
ried on unless the "sinews of war” are
provided.

Even after a rigid system of economy.
/70 per month is requited to meet eipen -c«
Surely we can ri -c to the occasion and find
the means of keeping our six energetic
workers in the home fields

FOREIGN.

F. M. Lvobrook.
WANTED. A MAN'

The Foreign Missionary Commit­
tee being desirous of placing a man
in the field (India) in the near future,
arc wishful to hear from volunteers.
Kindly <•:// th attention ef all th yu-.z
mtn nt th church (•> ulii.h y:i hlcng
Um /jr.i;:r.ifh. Any brother in any
colony who can and will devote
himself entirely to the work 111
heathen land, should submit his
name at once. Address—I'. M.
Lviuirook, 121 Colhns-strcct, Mel­
bourne.

“Who Wii.i. Gu For Us?"
It is highly probablclh.it we ■hall,

after our next committee u: ■ ling,
tend out an app d -1 • ,!1 former
yi aiu throughout the colomt i for a

JULY cottierio.<

Tar.ul.de
probablclh.it
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in aid of the Indian, Kanaka and
Chinese work. Will elders and
deacons and secretaries give the
little circular the same kindly con­
sideration as heretofore. Exhorters
in the Lord's day meeting wonkl
add to the interest in the work in
other lands by talking about it, and
so stirring up pure minds by way of
remembrance.

As the mountain** are round nbout
Jerusalem, so the Lord is round nbout his
people from henceforth even for ever."'

INDIA

Dr. Durand recently received a draft for
2003 rupees from the secretary of the Mis­
sions to topers, of Edinburgh. This gener­
ous gift enables our brother to finish the
Ixper Hospital which he has no long worked
and prayed for.

The Sunday School at Hurd.a has over
300 pupils. Miss Thompson is kept busy
in the Zenanas. An American correspon­
dent speaks of our missionary as •' such a
genuine, warm hearted, good-spirited, gentle
and firm Christian, her influence must tell
for good."

CHINESE AT HOME.

Gee Loy. who was a pupil of Miss
Mitchell of Swanstun-M. Sunday School fur
two years, was recently immersed by Bro.
Lawson He i . an csceptionally intelligent
Chinese, and quite under .lands the position
he has taken He Is now on hi-, way back
to China, where we hop.* he will be the
means of bringing many of his own country­
men to a knowledge of the Saviour.

"It i* said that there go forth from Cairo
every year live hundred Mohammedan
missionaries to spread the false teachings of
their prophet. This mighty people either
£.»<» jr/iif." M. M.

DENMARK.

THISTED. — I am glad to have the
privilege to report four addition 1 to the
Church of Christ since Christmas here In
’J hisicd Tlie two of the e were previously
reported in the Chtiili.m I'tenttr, and the
other two were immersed and admitted to
the lord's table on the ist April. To tho ,e
who do not subscribe to tlie 1‘nmtr, and
perhaps not having read my rqjurts in that
I'apcr, I will here state that 1 have been
lab King for Christ during the la t eight
months in this town, which is between 20a
and 250 English miles from Co|>enbagcn
Tbhtcd has a jjopul.ilion 0(7000 Inhabit­
ants. besides a very large farming popula­
tion outsidu the town. The people are
childly Lutherans, and belong to the State
Church If we were to compare the '.mall
result of our labor to the rijortv from the
American churchci anil their great r.uccc 5.
It will Indeed look very small, only four
converts for right month's hard work. But
the Arm ricans arc a dill* rent people to what
the Dane i are The jxuple in this country
mostly like to keep to th- ir old customs in
all religious matters Ihe minlsti rs and
teachers in the Slate Church arc strongly
urging the people m t to haw anything to
do with tn, or "ill a. t< u h what they
call •’gjcndippcrs," meaning thereby such 

as baptise people over again. 'I hey are
continually telling their hearers to bold fast
to the creeds of their fathers, and. of course,
such men who are in •tailed in their offices
by the Government and paid a good salary,
their word is taken as an authority. One
great drawback to the advancement of the
truth a-, it is in Christ in this land is this :
The Government compels all who do not
belong to the Stale Church to pay taxes to
it, and not only this, but they also levy a
heavy tax upon all church property belong­
ing to such as differ to the religion estab­
lished by the Government. But with all
these dliliculties 1 am confident the truth
will yet triumph over falsehood, and even
here in this land of bigotry. I have the hope
that darkness and the creed colored veil
which hangs over the people's eyes and
understanding, must ultimately disappear
before the light of the glorious gospel of
Christ. I am thankful to the Lord that
amid 4 all our discouragement and oppo:i-
tion He has blessed our work by giving us a
few earnest souls, and in this way we have
been cheered to go forward in the strength
of the Ixird, confident of this that he who
has began the good work, will also perfect it
until the day of Jesus Christ.

1 he church in Copenhagen is also waking
up since the New Year. It had five ad­
ditions since the beginning of 1891. and the
old members arc beginning to show a little
more interest in the work Bro Mikkelscn
looks more hopeful on his labors now than
he did before Christman Brethren, pray
for us that the Lord will open the windows
of heaven and send us a rich blessing that
many may seek after and find the truth,
which alone can make them free.

Since the 1st of January. 1894, 1 have
received several contribution from sisters
and brethren, for which 1 am very thankful,
and pray that the f-ord will greatly hie.-*
and prosper the senders And while thank­
ing these kind friend*; who have sent me
contributions in Australia to assist me a
little in my arduous work for the cause of
Christ in this far oft land. It is just now
my labors are beginning to bear fruit l our
believers have put on Christ in baptism
since Christmas, and I hope there arc more
to follow But 1 hope those kind friends
who send stamp.;, will if possibly avoid
lending them in paper boxes, several such
have come to me from Victoria completely
smashed up and many of the stamps lost.
The best way to send stampv is to pack
them in strong packing paper or a small
calico bag, just bi,; enough so that the
stamps can be pressed in.

These are the contributions which 1 have
received from Australia since the beginning
of 1894 — Miss McCullough. Canterbury.
Warrnambool, Vic , 700 stamp;; one packet
all smashed up. but cuppo cd to come from
the same sister, 1,400: Louie Hirst, Church
of Christ, Brisbane, no; Bro. Louis Robin-
sun.Bungawalbyn.NS W.,60; Bro E. Illing­
worth. Perth. \V A . 120; Sister Tilly
McConncl, Raglan Parade, Warrnambool,
Vic., 2,000. Prom America—Bro. C. L.
Thurgood, Pittsburgh, Pa , 5i In cash and
1.joo Columbian stamps; Sister Marcia
Mor.c, Cardington, 120; Sister Lucy L.
Sculh. Ohio, 400; two parcels without any
writing, one with joi and the other 120;
Bio I A Gunnell, Wellington, Ky. 300.
In al). <1,930. ami ?t in cash.

Please notice all contributions received
before the 1st of January, 1894, have all
previously been acknowledge.! in the /’«. nur.
I vnt my l i t letter to that paper in the
fir.t wi< k of January, and hope by this
lime it has been primal

And with many thanks for past favors,
and hope you will kindly rcmcmlier mein
the future, I will clo e with my Christian
love to all our brethren and sisters in
Australia, praying the laird to blest all.

Yours in the one faith,
I-’. Jensen,

c/o Frk. L. Nathanohn, 38 Borgcrgadc,
April 2 Copenhagen K, Denmark.

SOUTH AUSTRALIAN DEPARTMENT.

By Dr J. C. Verco,
Adtlaidt.

GLENELG.—I have pleasure in report­
ing increasing interest in the work ncre.
Since last rejxirt two—mother and daughter-
in-law—have l>ccn added to the I-ord and
received into the fellowship of the church.
Good progress is being made towards our
annual meetings in June.

May 15th. Wit. B., Sec.

GROTE STREET—During the past
month Mr. and Mrs. Anderson and two of
their family have Ixtcn received into our
fellowship from Unlcy. and Mr. and Mrs.
Preston, alio from Unlcy.

The Gillics-strcet mission anniversary
meetings were held on 26th and 29th April.
On the former date a very successful social
was held, at which Brethren J. Manning, G.
D'Nesi and J Colbourns gave very goal
addresses. On Sunday 29th there were
crowded meetings, both in the afternoon
and evening.

On Sunday. 13th May. the Grotc-strcet
S S. held their anniversary. In the after­
noon Bro J. Col bourne and Dr. Magarcy
(the superintendent) gave addresses. Dr.
Mag.irey stated that he had been the super­
intendent of the school during a pcriai
covering 20 years On Tuesday 15th there
will be an exhibition of limelight views.and
in connection with it a lecture on ” Around
the World in 100 minutes.”

14th May. L.H.V.
NORWOOD.-On Wednesday evening.

May 9th, the choir gave a service of f-ong
entitled the ” Battle of Life." which was
attended with great success. The hymns
are inspiring and the reading lovely a*11*
spiritual, which in itself cannot fall to
much good.

Our meetings during the month have
been very good, although we have not hail
so many additions during this month as
last. But we thank Gori that our labors
have not been in vain in the Ixird. The
three who confessed the Saviour on April
22nd have since been immcred, and re­
ceived into the church, together with one
more who has been added to the church b)
faith and obedience during the past month

Bro. Gore preached last night to a full
house. The Endeavor Society holds a
meeting every other Lord's day evening
after the usual service l-nst night, after
two or three addresses were given, two
young women confessed the Saviour.

I nave just relumed from our Endeavor
meeting, which was a blc.cd one. attended
by about seventy. At the close I gave the
Invitation to any sinners to come and con­
i' ‘‘the Saviour, and one old man of over
’ o years came mid confessed Jesus as h‘s
Saviour

May 14th. A. C. IUNKIS*-
NORTH ADELAIDE. - Last l-ord'a

Day there was another conk .si* it taken al
, the meeting at Prospa.1; an I the >oan«
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man will be (D.V,) immersed to-morrow
at Kermode street We have had Brother
Colbourne with u% at North Adelaide one
Sunday morning and one Sunday evening.
and we arc pleased to renew our old ac­
quaintance with him and his wife He has
also been with our Young Men's Class, and
with the Women's Bible Class, where he
had an audience of 53. The officers of the
church have bought an additional piece of
land adjoining the Archer-street property;
so as to give sufficient frontage to build a
chapel wide enough, and also a right-of-
way. The son of Bro Seidel, who lives in
the country, is to be immersed next Sunday
by Bro. Fischer, at Williamstown, and will
have his membership in the church there :
as it will be en/y thirteen miles for him to
go to the meetings. Received 8 - for the
Dorcas Society.

May 15.
HINDMARSH.—The past month has

Iktcii one of severe trial to many of the
brotherhood, owing to want of employment
and sickness. Death has visited the church
again, and taken Sisters Eliza Pickering and
Eva Plunkett. The families thus bereaved
deserve our sympathy, and have it; their
bereavement is of no ordinary character.

The church still enjoys much blessing, in
peace, love, and unity. Bro Colbournc is
most assiduous in his labors, especially that
of visitation. Good must result from such
work; already we hear of fruits He has
visited all the surrounding churches, and
will in all probability visit those of Milang
and Point Sturt and those tn tcutr during
next week. Our audiences are still large at
the gospel services, but no confessions had
been made during the month until last
Lord's day evening. Then, however, feur
young girls made the good confession This
was an "in mcmoriam" service having
Special reference to the death of our young
Sister Plunkett, and was of a mo.t solemn
character. Our prayers are that clleils
more than those visible will follow lav.t
week our ringers reqteated the sen ice uf
tong " Primrose Garth" to a moderate
audience, who appreciated it as on a former
occasion It is very affecting and beautiful

May 5th A G
l .N LEY We arc sorry to re|«rt the

Io., of our esteemed Eldvr John And'p-rer
and his excellent wife and two daughters.
who take letters of transfer to Grote strict,
having removed to the city ‘I his will be
our loss, but Grote street's gain Dur
brother and sister have been a gnat bless­
ing to the cause at Unlry, where he will lie
greatly mi: cd as an eldtr. cxhorlrr, and
teacher. T. G. Siurek.

UNLEY.—The quarterly tea an J bu ant is
meeting wav held Wednesday, April tStli
The attendance was very good considering
the heavy pour uf rain during the evening
The tea was provided free of cost by Bru
and bn McGowan, and a very pleasant
evening was spent. The secretary and
treasurer's reports were encouraging , and
we trust that the labored Bro D N«. I may
be abundantly blessed by the prayers of the
faithful

April zznd. T G. SroRER.
STRATHALBYN. -On the 14th of April

I baptiad a man who used to be about our
place four er five years ago Ik h-J no
_ . • . . . — .. I . . V .. r . r Lr r " lull c. i*t)l..U*!lt

with the bible open in his hand. I said to
him I am glad to sec you carrying the bible
about with you. He said this book has
been my companion since 1 left you five
years ago Alter satisfying myself that
there wav a change wrought upon him.I
went down with him to the pure clear waters
of the River Angas. 1 buned him with the
I-ord unto His death 1 believe lie row up
to newness of life. When we came home
from chapel on Lord's day. r$th, he said
you gave out two beautiful liymns thi.
morning, they did my soul good I said
you mean the first and last hymns. Yes
I told him these hymns were precious to all
God’s dear children The first. Rock of
ages cleft for me; and the last hymn,

O. for a heart to praise my God.
A heart from sin set free.

A heart that always feels the blood
So freely shed for me.

Ixird, keep us from falling and from the
power of sin and Satan

A GoRtxiN. Elder

HEW SOUTH WALES DEPARTMENT. I

s»..r. s/m.v.o' .
ENMORE.—Since last raport our ad­

ditions have been 11.7 baptised, a by letter '
and two Irani the Baptists In regard Io j
Sunday School work we note with pleasure
that Bro Hindtc has accepted the position 1
ol superintendent, and we have no doubt ;
but what he will give an impetus to the j
work. C A R

MOREE. The Church of Christ in
Moree is at last enjoying the privilege cf
meeting in its own budding, which ha.
been designated ”Christians' Hill " It
was formally opened on Lord's day after­
noon, April jznd. by Si*. Hodson, who has
the honor of being the first resident sifter
in Morce who obeyed the truth Special
opening services were held in the altcrnixm
and evening, and special addre - cs were
delivered by Bro McCracken, through
whose instrumentality the building was
opened so coon.

The hall is capable of seating about .*00
comfortably. It is an attractive looking
budding, with a neat porch and two com­
fortable vestry rooms Much of the labor
has been voluntary, and is an example of
faith seldom met with in these days. Bro.
Winter and his family have among t them
contributed the sum of £jo. aud Bro Butler
of Mungundi lias given the iron on the
roof, while other brethren have contributed
other part* of the building The site which
I* one of the best in the town ha* been sold
on easy terms by Bro. Walker

On Monday evening cf the opening week
Bru McCrackctt gave a wry inure-ting
lantcrn exhibition of views Illustrating th.
Btoric , "Chri tie t Old Organ," and “The
Ticket of Leave Man." and many rural
scenes in North Wales On The -day even­
ing an entertainment and farewell tea nv.it
tng was held in the t.-.-.v building It wa.
very well attended and gave great satisfac­
tion Appropriate p-id. .» were mailc.
re grettin.t Bro McCrae kilt's departure. and
Commending the -un . I.il v.i-rk winch he
h rd du.'in tur ll. chur< h during In. lv
1.; nth • ' it, ■ ;i ; whit It p ri I bn haa
-IVUI<4 19 aldiluri. t > tin church erelu
,i.«: of l.v »■>tl" ’ . I'i Mu , ;un h

On th. W< In 1 -> t , n -■ '• ■ 1

Templars, most of whom are member* of
the church, also gave a farewell tea and
public meeting, at which they pre a: nt cd
Bro McCrackctt with a hand omely
illuminated address. executed very cleverly
by one of the sisters

On Thur day morning a large number of
brothers and sisters assembled to see Bro
McCrackctt take his departure in the
coach and to wish him a heirtv good-bye
The church has been thoroughly organ! cd
by his efforts and guidance, and put upon a
good basis, and it is our earnest prayer that
everyone may new unite in endeavoring to
keep it in a pre gre. ing state

May I E T Ball. See

NEW ZEALAND DEPARTMENT.

MATAURA—1 have been looking
through your news columns lor mouths,
hoping to •« some report from this place,
but being disappointed I am constrained to
send you a few lines, although In doing so,
I feel I am trenching on our •ccrctary's
duties Perhaps having no addition) to
rejMirt i. the reason of our secretary's
silence There are. however, other matter.
worthy of a place in your columns, and
first, we are sowing the seed in faith.
knowing that the reaping time will come if
we do not faint. Then again, we have been
cheered since* the year set in with visit*
from distinguished brethren, notably, Bre-n.
Elborn, Ludbrook, ami Bull The first
gave ut two visits, staying some weeks, and
rendering good aid. both in preaching the
glorious gospel and edify ing the church ,
Bro l.udbtook from Melbourne gave two
gospel di.-coursei, and spoke to the church
on Lord's day morning. 'I hose adJreuv*.
were much appreciated Then I must nut
forget Bro Bull, being a delegate to the
conference at Invercargill. He paid u, a
vv.it on Lord's day. and • poke morning arid
evening These are all workmen who need
net be ashamed of their work and uf wh.ni
the brethre n need not be ashamed, and it is
but a small recognition of their worth to
record their pre cnee among us. May our
God b'e-.i their labors is our fervent prayer.

J Perkins.
WANGANUI We are requested to

notify that Bro. Geo I' Burnell t* now tec-
retary to the church, t..; Bro Herring-.haw,
who has re signed Will llto-c who have
occasion to write to the Wanganui church
pleaxc note th!* change.

VICTORIAN DEPARTMENT.
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greeting were extended Bren. McCracken
(from N.S.W.). F. Pittman (from Queens­
land), and Cavanagh (from Bet Bet). After
encouraging reports of month’s work and
results, Bro. Mazengarb read his paper on
" Prayer," which was well received and
favorably criticised. In arranging for next
meeting (which Is to be held in the ladies'
vestry, Lygon-strcct chapel, on Monday,
June 4th, at 2.30 p m ) it was unanimously
decided to invite Principal Whitley, of the
Baptist College, to read a paper or give an
address on "The Points of Difference Be­
tween Baptists and Disciples." We are
hapny to say that this invitation has been
gladly accepted ; and we desire to announce
that all who desire to come- male and
female, those who preach and those who
practise—will receive a hearty welcome.
Arising out of the report of a very success­
ful series of evangelistic services nt New­
market, it was resolved that it should be
made known that the preaching brethren
were willing to place their services at the
disposal of any church in Vittoria desirous
of holding protraded meetings.

Rescue Home Sunday.—Up to the
present time we know of about thirty-five
churchci who took up a collcdion on the
6th of May In response to our invitation.
Others in distant colonics have doubtless
done likewise, but these have not vet come
to hand. This is very gratifying'and en­
couraging ; for although the amounts are
generally small, owing to the bad times, the
total sum will considerably relieve out
financial embarassment. We arc glad to
find that the wide-spread sympathy with
our sjKcial work of Rescue is still increas­
ing. and we take this opportunity of ex­
pressing our heartfelt thanks for the help
which we have so constantly enjoyed.

J and L. Pin MAN.
V I) I.—It Is proposed to start a preachers'

and teachers'Greek class in connection with
the Institute, to be held every Tuesday
morning from d to 9. Several preachers
have already announced their intention of
joining it. Thu emi in view is to enable the
students to read the N.T. in the original.
Any one desiring to be enrolled should
communicate with Bro I. Selby.

We arc glad to learn that Bro. Macallistcr
is Improving in health We trust that he
may soon recover sufficient strength to
resume Ills labors in the Lord's vineyard

Bru McLellan has recently been giving
oddresscsin various ch u re he; on our mission­
ary fields, and at the same time pointing out
their locality, and also tar/ /ir/.’j ur.v.atfit.i,
by the aid of a large map of Victoria. By
this means it is hoped that a much deeper
interest in our home mission work will be
felt, and that it may lead to greater telf-
tacrificc for the cause of Christ Bro '
McLellan's lecture can be made to terse ai
a morning or evening adders,

Bro. W. T. Clapham having resigned his
position us evangelist at Corowa, arrange­
ments arc being made fur G. B. Moysey to
take his place 'j here is no man in the
field who tv more worthy er more fit fur the
|>o,ltiur> Bro. Clapham ha-, accepted an
engagement with the N S W. Committee

The week of special services lately held
at Gembrook. owing to the heavy rains, was
nut r.o successful as could be desired The
fortnightly visits uf the Berwick evangelbt
an- dl ci'Dlinmd 'I lie mi litary write
•• During the I 1 I :ix liiuiitln w«i have had
out Bru P Pittman, of Berwick, laboring 

with us; but as the roads arc to bad up
here in the winter, we have decided to dis­
continue preaching for about three months.
Our brother is greatly esteemed, and we
shall look forward with pleasure to the time
when he will be able to visit us again. Last
Lord's day our esteemed Bro I-’. Pittman,
from Queensland, paid us a flying visit, and
both exhorted and preached to very fair
audience.. We were very pleased with his
visit, and sorry he could not stay a little
longer with us."

The right of free carriage on all Vittortan
railways of all gifts in kind has been granted
to the Rescue Home by the government.
Anyone desirous of sending parcels ol food
or clothing, or truck of wood or coals, can
do so free of carriage fees. All consign­
ments must be addressed to—Mr. Pittman,
Rescue Home. Armadale; Toorak Siding.

A M. Ludbrook — We hear that Bro
A M. Ludbrok has accepted a six months’
engagement with the church at Oamaru,
N. Z.

Home Missions. —By a reference to the
Home Missionaries'report it will be seen
that a splendid commencement has been
made for the year. 21 baptisms reported.
and all the fields promising.

Victorian Conference Groui-e.—The
very generous offer of Messrs. Webb
and Webb, the well-known and highly
artistic photographers, of Swanston-strcct.
Melbourne, to photograph the otficcrs and
delegates associated with our last Annual
Conference, lias now been carried out, and
in a manner that reflects much credit upon
that firm. Each one has been taken in
cabinet size, vignetted, cut in oval shape
and named, and the whole fightj four in
nninber) are grouped, making a massive
piflurc aft x jft in size. This has been
pre -ented to the Home Mission Committee,
to hold intrust for all future conferences
From the original picture now in our pos­
session, miniatures have been taken of the
sizes. 30 inches x 22. and a Inches x 15.
aud these the firm are offering for sale at
the moderate prices of 11/. and 5 6 respec­
tively, postage extra Every officer and
delegate at least should endeavor to po - css
one of these superb picture; In this effort
Messrs Webb and Webb have quite ex­
celled themselves.

CHELTENHAM-We spent the day
(laird’s day. May 13th) with the church at
Cheltenham. Bro Moysey taking our place
at Newmarket. The meetings were very
lull -morning, afternoon and evening. We
si-oke in the evening on Rescue Work, and
the congregation liberally responded to the
app.-al for help The cause of Christ is
evidently flourishing at Cheltenham

follow il

COLLINGWOOD. —This church, which

BET BET.—On April 20th we held a

Iiicnic at Bet Bet to bid farewell to our
Jro. Cavanagh, who has been laboring here

for the past 12 months The church here
it in a more healthy condition than It ha;
been for some time. We would have been
only too glad to have retained the services
of our Bro. Cavanagh, but he was anxious
to spend a time nearer his home and family.
He nas endeared himself to every individual
member of the church, and no words can
adequately express the esteem in which he
is held by all the brethren. If any of our
suburban churches require an cvangclist.it
cannot do better than secure his services at
once. T.W.. See.

N. FITZROY.—Bro Maston preached
his farewell on Sunday evening, April 30II1,
and Bro. A H Bryant, who succeeds him,
commenced his labors on the 6th. It is

filcasant to see brethren returning to former
ields of labor after a time of absence. Bro.
Bryant used to fill North Fitzroy chapel in
former times. It is to be sincerely hoped
that he will do so again, and be the means
of adding many to the saved.

DU NOLLY.—During the month we have
had with u; our Bro. Park with his Bible
carriage. He has been busy at work in
getting our literature into the homes of all.
His visit has cheered the church consider­
ably, not only by his exhortations, but by

J seeing the confession of two ladies—one an
, elderly person who hail regularly for month*

attended both the preaching services and
Bible class. Bro. Park immersed her last
Tuesday evening in the creek, in the pres­
ence of a large a-.scmblage of people. The
other, a young daughter of our bis. Scott.
aged 21, who was immersed on Sunday
afternoon before an assemblage of about
400 to 500 people. It was a noble confes­
sion of her faith in the Lord. We arc
expetting other., to follow soon; iiuite a
revival is taking place, and our Bro Park ti
the right man in the right place, and a
lengthened stay in thi. district would, we
believe, result in a large Ingathering La ’
Sunday evening chapel filled lo listen loour
Bro. P. proclaim the word of fife

WILLIAMSTOWN—The Sunday -ch<wl
in this district celebrated its seventh anni­
versary on Sunday, April 29th. In the
afternoon tho attendance was nut m> large
as anticipated The scholars wcrcaddrc «<•
by Bro F. M. Ludbrook, who occupied th<n
attention by questioning them on "Gixls
Treasure," and was successful in kcep-ng
them interested. In the evening 1 *1'
Dagger, the. hie secretary of the sei”” •
preached to a fair audience, his stil-jv^’
being, Sowing the Seed," and was app-'j
cable to Sunday School teachers as a word
of encouragement, to work on in faith 1 •’
the following Tuesday evening the public
meeting was held, and was the mo-t suc­
cessful one held in connection with IU
anniversary. The tea was well attenoc'.
especially by the scholars, who seemed to
do great -.ervice with the eatables.
Isaac Selby and A B Ma Jon •;
the meeting. Bro Selby addressed
audience in his u aial able manner, speaking
to the youth Bro. Ma .ton kept the audience
Mailing, addre -sing them in his usual jol’A
manner. The :ecrctary'a report was ■-aU'.
Littery The di.tiibution of price’ too’
place during the evening The ringing u*
tho -ilv I..1. was pronounce 1 < ‘, li;1,t. ",
m.iny pn ent, and was under the l>-i,! 1 1
of Bru II Walker junr , Si; E Walk*
Junr. presiding at the org hi Vote - >•’

cvangclist.it
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thank. were pa-cd to the speaker* am!
worker". and rc.jmndcd to God I*. with

SEebrit (0 ties ®nnt Sitfort

NEILSON —The church nt Fernihurst
has lost for the present one of its most
steadfast members. Sis Neilson war bap­
tised into Christ on 13th August. 1878, and
since that time hardly ever has she l»ecn
absent when the brethren met to remember
their loving Lord. Rut with the weight of
88 years, she had been lor some time
expecting to depart to l>c with Christ.
Finding ever-increasing comfort in the
exceeding great and precious promi'e; of
the Bible, and licing ■ till po seized of good
though failing eyesight she read the blessed
word constantly, and amidst an almost
perfect trust, her one fear was that the
might be left in the world after she was un­
able to continue this practice. She was
delivered from that which she dreaded On
4th March our beloved sister was a partaker
in the accident by which our young Bro.
Pittman lost his life just after they had
started for the morning meeting, the horses
bolted, and the six occupants of the vehicle
were violently thrown out Sis. Neilson
fell against a heavy post, sustaining such
injuries, that in le s than an hour alter
wards her spirit departed for that land
where pain and sorrow are unknown

•• Precious in the sight of the Lord is the
death of His saints" (Psalm 116: to).

W 1> L.
PLUNKETT.—Sister Eva Plunkett has

passed away, entering that rest which re-
maineth to the people of God She died
May the 8th. iS*>|. from consumption, which
began nine months ago, though it was nut
until a lew weeks since her many friends
became aware of rapid decline and ap­
proaching end She was only in her t.Mh
year, but we arc thankful to know had given
her heart to the Saviour. It would lx- hard
to say at what period this took place, for
she vv as cradled tn and brought nn under
the blc . cd Influence of the go p< I 01 Christ
Her grandmother, our nged and r .teemed
Si ter Gooding, a. abo her father and
mother, were many years in fellowship with
the church of Chri t worshipping at Wil-
lunga Eva’s mother, however, died when
rhe was little more than live years of age.
and her saintly grandmother wisely took the
care cf the family. Si-ter Gooding is now
aged, yet rhe tenderly nurad Eva through
all her illness, a r.ourcc of much comfort to
her tn her extreme v.caknc.* and death
Eva had been tn lull fellow sh.p with the
church nt Robert-street ju.t a year before
her death She was bapti« d 4th May. and
received the right hand of fellow hip inc 7th
cf May. rS-jj She has Ixrn frequently
vidted during her la.t Hint .1 by her friendv
and companions—those ol the church in
particular—to whom she bore sure tc .timuny
of ths ctl.cacy cf the Savi >ar’s blood She
ux-. a bright and cheerful ChrLlian. and
bore the ecu'. i cf ablution fcr Jesus’ sake tn
patience and I .v tug submission to His will
A short wh.lc before the died, wh< n dating
her, wr gathered around her 1*1 mid read
to her David’s beautiful .-3rd P- 'Im. c<.up
leg with it the tvih id John V»c shall nut

easily f .rgct the joy—the deep--catcd J) -
she maaiUsteJ ui.1 in her eshau-to nu. v.c 

dwelt upon these beautiful, consoling por­
tion! of the written word During life -.he
was a true EnJtj. . At home, in the
work-room with her companions. m the
temperance cau-e, as in every other depart­
ment of work, she ever exhibited a sweet,
simple. Christ-like spirit: and to know her
was but to love her For some time she
held the office of treasurer to the laayal
Temperance Legion of W C T.U . and will
be missed by that society. Her chid loss,
however, will be felt in the home circle; but
their lots means her eternal gain In Eva’-.
ease, as fn many others, we tee the advan­
tage of Z.’crr inrufttcf and tjily filly Would
to God every Christian home, and every
Christian mother and grandmother, exer­
cised such influence as was the cic in
Eva's upbringing.—Hindmarsh, S A A G

PICKERING. -With sorrow v.e record
the loss by death of Sister Eliza Pickering.
who fell asleep on April Dih. 189,, at Smith-
strect'Southwark, S A , aged 55 year. Sis,
Pickering and her late husband, Henry-
Pickering, were bapti'-cd by Pro. Thoi.
Porter nt Robert-street more than co v<- irs
ago. and enjoyed the fellowship of the
church here lor some years; but later they
became united to the church at l-ong Plain
After the mines were discovered on the
Barner, Bro Pickering went thither to the
mines The family returning tn Hindmarsh,
were again re united to the church here.
Sister lhekcring seems to have largely
shared in the trials and sufferings incident
to the present life, and so she war "counted
worthy to have fellowship with him in His
sufferings," and we trust is now sharing
with Him in His glory. About live year*
ago she lost her eldest sen Henry after a
long, wasting illness, through which she
nursed him with a tender mother’s care
Two jean later, or three yean ago. she
passed through a sad trial in the bereave-
mint of her hu-band, who was suddenly
called home whil.t working In the mine by
an explosion of dynamite 1 his sad cal­
amity deprived her and her family of hus­
band and father, the stay and -upport of
herself and six children Bro. Ccloournc
visited her the day previous to her decease,
and although sinking, found her hopeful as
well ax cheerful; in fail, she expre :rd
herself as much better, and was in excellent
spirits But during the night she suddenly
grew worse, and expired in the pre cnee of
her family In thc\early morning Sisters
Eliza and Amelia Pickering, her daughters,
are now left with the cares of the family.
In cur visitations we have striven to comfort
and cheer them in their sorrow, directing
them to Him who comforted the sisters
Mary and Martha in the dvy 1 of Hi-a llc.li .
and have urged them all to be bound
together with the strong bond of love to
God and to each other thu , emulating l» r
who has limply passed on lx lore, and to
whom they t-hali ere long be re united
where parting shall be no more known.
where aeath and wrro* and tears hall all
ba wiped away May the Ixrrd comfort
their hearts till then A G

ROMERIL We have to record the death
of one ol cur oldest member*. Our aged
Bro Francis Ri>mi-ril who had nearly at­
tained his 74th tear pa cl away p law­
fully on I-ord's day morning, April a.’nd,
after Iring laid ait de fur several ti'.itl,*
I a t Our brother had led somewh .t tl an
eventful life, having experienced vati-ju-.
chan.;.* 1:1 hi* temporal as well a. I.t,
rc'.lgtou* C.u*-tr H< ...v.alc. ur.'." Iniidtl.
at another Spiritualist, but e.e.tu db. n be­
liever in the 1-orJ Jc us Christ He was 

received into church fellowship upon bis
confcv.ion of faith and obedience tn June.
th.St Hi. conversion was considered a
marvel by tbo'c who knew hint previously,
and bis . tcadf.v.tness to the faith has often
sitter been commented on by tho-c who
thought he would never stand.

It may be said that in him was verified
the truth that the gospel is the power of
God unto salvation to every one that l.r-
lieveth.

He was a regular attendant nt the lord's
day meetings until just towards the last,
when he lx came too weak to attend, but
he alway-. rejoiced when the brethren m<t
with him to rcmi-mlx-r the I-ord He never
took pan in the meeting* in con*c<|uence of
an injury received to his head some year 1
ago which partly paralys'd his tongue, but
he was well ver cd in •cripturv, and capable
of giving gcxxl sound advice Having no
relations he removed to the home of one of
our brethren, where he sjicr.t the la t few
weeks of his life, and paved away in their
pre race, and was laid to rest surrounded
by his brethren and sisters in the laird, in
the sure and certain hope of a glorious

Iknd^Xlay 7. G Hinton.

SHREEVE. My dear mother departed
this Ide on the 1 Hth April, 189,, .* ■•■■I 7 „ tn
rest in the grave until the trump id Gid
shall sound . then she will ri c to meet her
Lord, whom she has loved with all h«r
heart, mind and strength for <«> years Shr
landed in the colony in July. iS;o. with her
Ixdovid husband, who w.u one of the lew
brethren who met in a tent at Prahran She
has lived an exemplary life, bdng denited
to her laird and Saviour Jesus Christ H<r
last wish was that her loved ones should
ting at her grave. "Asleep in Jc.us ’’ To
know her was to love her, so unudfi.h and
so thoughtful of others; in fact, she was a
living cnistle. seen and read of all men.
Inscrteif by her loving daughter.

William .town, May 6 M Walker.

dlotrs it- Tlcius itt Urirf.

In the We .1 London T.xU-rnacle, in which
G. T. Walden preaches, there Is a member­
ship of 495.

The CnriifiJi C. nc.-j/rA says "The
tragic story of the death of the Rev W C
Running ■olemnly tllu .trate 1 the didum ol
the prophet, that 'the same thing happeneth
to the righteous and the wicked 1 In the
earthly limits of human destiny it h cun
so The differences ol that destiny ore
relegated to another world There could
hardly be found a more devoted servant rf
God and man than Mr Bar-ai-Yet
angui.b of mind thtough di-trc*. irg c;r
cumstauccs precipitated him Into fatal
despair ’’
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the dote of the service a gentleman said to
me. ’Sir, you made a great mistake; that
young man was an idiot.’ Since then I have
always been afraid to reprove those who
misbehave themselves in chapel lest I thould
repeat that mistake and reprove another
Idiot.*' During the rest of the service there
was good order.

The new edition of the " Baptist Hand­
book " is characterised by the increasing
approximation to completeness of Its col­
lodion'. of statistics. In America there arc
Regular, Free Primitive, Seventh Day,
Separate, Six Principle, and General Bap­
tists Outside the Anglo-Saxon countries
the Baptists arc a very feeble folk indeed,
perhap; (he hindmost of all the great de­
nominations, yet they are nt least to lx?
found sprinkled about almost everywhere.
Eten in Popish Mexico there were 127
baptisms in 1891 ; in Brazil. 90. In all the
world there were in 1892, amongst the
Baptists, 216.349 baptisms. Of these there
were In Europe, 23,254 ; in Asia, 11.999; ■”
Africa, 570; in America, 179,196; in Aus­
tralia 1,320. What ia very remarkable is
that in heathen India there were in one
year n.999 baptisms, and in Christian
Britain and Ireland only 15,188. This
docs- not speak volumes for Baptist
progress In Britain. But it must be
remembered that in this country many
Baptist churches are only so in a nominal
degree, for it is Increasingly common lor
people to join Baptist churches without
baptism, and often these members and
churches fight most fiercely lor the sec­
tarian name. The Baptists of the world
amounted in 1886 to 3.326.542 ; in 1889. to
3.786.603 ; in 1892, to 4.136,152.

SS Union.--Annual Meeting.—This
meeting was held in the Lygon street cha|xd
on Monday evening, 21st May, and was
largely attended. Bro. Brydcn in the chair.
The evening was p.v. cd pleasantly and pro­
fitably in listening to a t pkndid programme.
The secretary (Bro. Dick) read a very in­
teresting report The following arc the
executive officers appointed at the late busi­
ness meeting; -President. A E. Illing­
worth, vice-president, Jno Tully, treasurer,
Robt Lyall; secretary, R. J. Dick, assist­
ant sec .11. Black The prizes won at the
late competition were distributed amid
great cheering We regret we have not
•.pace to give the namei of .all the prize­
takers. Bro. Jas. McGregor of Fttzroy
Tabernacle took first prize In the senior
division of teachers, and Bro. T. II P.irkev
of the same school took second prize. Uro.
A R Benn of Minyip took lint prize In
llie junior division ol teachers, and Mlsa
Edith Chick of Hawthorn School 2nd prize.
Scholars over 18 i-t Prize, Jn > Mclntedi,
l.ygon-rt ; -’nd Priz”. Mary Gill, Donca-lcr.
jrd Prize, H itry | Bvnk-.. North t irlton
Donca-.trr was the premier tlu-d. having
lakt n the gtc-ale.l number of awards.

John McNeill, the famous Scotch evan­
gelist, Is expeded in the colonies during
the present year He has already sailed
for the Cape.

We notice with pleasure that J. D. Famil-
ton is acting as New Zealand correspondent
of the Afvitolie GuiJf, an American ex­
change.

Our American and English exchanges
speak in high terms of praise of the Almanac
for 1894. It seems to have attraded great
attention, not only on account of its general
appearance, but upon the story which it
pictorially tells.

George W. Childs is no more. He was a
successful business man anti amassed a large
fortune that all regard as honest. Yet this
was not his chief distinction. He was a
great editor and built up a mighty news­
paper, which was a model of high character
and cleanness in its class. But even this is
not his chief distinction. His chief dis­
tinction, as men think of him. was his uni-
tarsal, unflagging benevolence ; his philan­
thropy, which came refreshingly near lov­
ing his neighbor a-, himself. Is this, then.
to rare as to be the chief distinction of an
otherwise remarkable man ? Wc do not so
think ; but among men of great fortune and
large opportunities for benevolence it i; thus
rare. It is so rare to find great talent for
money-making coupled with this philanth­
ropic spirit that Mr. Childs has been a won­
der to many. Why can not other rich men un­
derstand that it is more blessed to give than
to receive? Mr. Childs happy lifewas a de­
monstration of that. The happiness which his
generous giving brought to him was greater
even than that which it caused to any of
the recipients of his bounty ; and when wc
remember that blessedness is the abiding
fruit, rather than the monetary joy pro­
duced by any good deed, his blessedness
must have been great. /May his example
inspire other rich men. The time Is oppor­
tune for them.

RESCUE HOME

Gratefully received : - Church, Surrey
Hills, fi. •’Wetldcrbuni," 10 ; BJK
per I. . £2 ; Church Kcrmodc st , North
Adelaide, /59s. 3d.; Col. Bag, Mrs Hen­
shaw’s Bible Class, do, N. Adelaide,
fi 14s. t>d ; Col. Bag. Mrs. Vincent. N’’
Adelaide, ft 12s.: Church, Langhorn’s
Bridge. S A . f\ ; Col. Card. Mrs Pittman.
Roma. Queensland. £3 ts. 6d.; Proceeds
<>( Tea, Dorcas Society, Kaniva. /a; Miss
Stevenson. St Hilda, fi; A Friend, a/-;
Miss L. Porter. Ballarat, 2/6; Church.
Stanley Brook, Nelson, N.Z . 146; Mrs
Conning, Ascot Vale, 5/-: Church, Foots-
cray, fi irs. iAd.; Church. Newmarket.
f 1 12 6d.; Mrs." J. E. Davis. Hawthorn,
fi 2S. Church, South Yarra, 6/6; Church,
Warmamboo), 14/3 ; Chuich, Kyabram,
15/-; Col. card, Mtss Rcddrop, Kyabram,
8.6; Church, Polkcmmel, fi 2s.; Church,
Geelong, fi rs.. Church. Taradale, 17-;
Church, Bet Bet, fi is., Church, Don­
caster. fi 17s. 91C; Church. St. Hilda,
fi 103.; Church, Mt. Clear, 96: Church.
Chatham, N S. W., 12'-; Church, Port
Fairy, 12,-; Fcrnihurst, fi 3s. 9d,; Mr.
Johnson. Fcrnihurst, to/-; Mr Aifrey,
Fcrnihurst, 10-; Church, Mildura, 8 6;
Church, North Hobart, Tasmania, fy.
Church, Cheltenham. 12 2s 4d.; Church,
Berwick, fi 10s.; Church, Kaniva. ri/'i
Church. Brighton, £1 ns : Church, Cud­
gee, Vid., :o-; Church, Elphinstone, fl1
Col Card, Mr. T Alderson (jr). Bet Bet.
13/6; Congregation, South Pakenham, 6/3:
Church, Red Hill, per Mrs. Shcahan, V-\
Church. New Ground, Tasmania, /t I
Church, Alma, S. Australia, ft 5* t
Church. Lillimur, 13/9; Mrs. Richardson,
per Mr Mar.ton, 4 ’-; Church, Drummond,
[1 3. ; Church, E. f-acn and Minyip. •
Col. Card, Mr.. Wilkin, per Mrs Henshaw.
N. Adelaide, fl.

J Pittman, Airllc Avenue,
Armadale, Vittoria

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
Colktting Boxes from S. School, "an’

ganul, NZ. per E. Purnell, fl Ji-. (•*/»
Si ller C. Stevenson, 10,’-

W. C. Tiiurgood, Treat

VICTORIAN RELIEF FUND
Church, Gombargana, per Sister

Howard, fi 4s ; Matt. 25: 40, fl-
W. C CuAlGir. Trras

^.rknolulcitijiiiriits.
----------- ;o:-----------

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Receipts to jist May.

Surrey Hills, per Sh Cuvt, 10 •; Bro.
and Sis. Ixc, Cube, £2; Kyabram. fi ;
Wnldcrburn, f$ I Lygon-street (including
£ 5 from Bro W C C I. per Sis. Zosky, /j
i“ • '-I . Wimmcra United E. Fund-Kaniva
fl. e antl Minyip 35/—Z® IS*-:
Bro J rerguson, I itzroy, 10 6; Corow a
and Wahgunyah, £10; Gombargana, per
Sii W Howard, fi 43 ; A Brother, Mal­
vern. Zj Total. Zj, 183.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.
To 2ist May. 1894:-L. I Bagnall. Sir-

Uflindcll, 32/ . II. Black. 20, -; W R Rowlrj.
19.6; C. A. Ball. Crosbie, Cairns. 15'-- J
Cork. lo/S ; Whiting, Lyall. 10/-; M- Taytu •
R J Harvey. 9 -; A. E Kemp. 5 5-*
Shaw, Miss Pappin, Jas Hartley. A Mera'
yen junr . L L. Warren, I- Manin, A B03*’
S Ixc. llorley, J. Lawrie. W Bradvha*.
Alderton, Coulter, Mr*. Dudley. 5 .
T Shaw. 4’-; Mru Henvhelwood, 3'9- J
Marriage, 2/-; J Lvnham. 1/8

M McLellan.
2.48 Little Collins street, Manage

Melbourne


