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BOWING ONE’S COLORS.
Piety should be independent.
A man should show his
colours. His religion must 

not be affedlcd by men or circum­
stances, nor regulated by tradition,
fashion, or popularity. It should be
a matter of principle, of right, of
conscientious convidlicn. Truth
should be deemed superior to the
good-will oi the multitude. He who
professes godliness should hold it
dearer than life, and maintain it
against all odds and at all times.
He must not care if he is regarded
as singular and strict. An inde­
pendence respecting what others say,
and think, and do, joined with an
adherence to what God enjoins, is
always desirable and necessary.
The primitive Christians rejoiced
“that they were counted worthy to
suffer shame for His sake." Thus
“Gloried many a martjr in the fire.
Singing to sleep his torment with a strain.
Which rose to Him that died upon the cross."

Christians should ever be true and
fearless in upholding the gospel and
in living out, in the face of ridicule
and contempt, and under all vary­
ing circumstances, its teachings and
precepts.

I

JQ URN I NG THE CREEDS.—
Dr. Meredith, of Australia,
says the Christian Ct'iamon-

health, seems, like so many other
people, to l>c tired, or at any rate
dissatisfied, in respect to all existing 

creeds. “ If I had my own way,"
says he, “ I would burn every sys­
tem of theology and every philoso­
phic creed every ten years, and send
people to the Bible to make a new
one." It is quite satisfactory to find
that this gentleman would send peo­
ple to the right quarter. To send
them to the Bible must be to des­
patch them where they should be
willing to repair for any purpose
whatever in relation to spiritual
things. But people may be directed
to the right place for a wrong pur­
pose. This is where the doCtor
makes a mistake. It is a serious
one. And Dr. Meredith is not a
little astray as to his notion of the
Bible. If a creed were really Bib­
lical, why should it be burnt in ten
years ? Dr. Meredith probably
knows that very few people make
their creeds out of pure Bible ma­
terial. He is well aware that gener­
ally a religious creed is a strange
mixture of a little of the Bible and a
large portion of opinion, tradition,
or legend, which was never to be
found in the Bible. A perfect creed
can be found in the Bible, and every
Christian should adopt it. But
would Dr. Meredith himself adopt
it ? If so. and we hope it is so,
then we are sure he would not con­
sent to burn it in ten years. But
some day there will be a big bonfire
of the creeds that men have manu­
factured. Like Dr. Meredith, many
good people arc weary of them. It
is, of course, an improvement on
most of the popular methods to have
recourse to the Word of God for a

creed. Dr. Meredith so far is giving
excellent advice.

RELIGIONS THAT MUST
Hr PASS AWAY.—The follow-

ing comment on a recent
work by Dr. Grant is worthy of
attention:—“Not one of the great
systems which held the souls of
men under spiritual sway at the
time of Christ's Advent to earth now
exist. All have utterly perished.
So will all the present anti-Christian
faiths. Dr. Grant enumerates the
causes of decadence in certain of the
chief systems. He specially con­
trasts the position of woman in her
relation to Christianity with woman
in her relation to Mahometan­
ism. When we think of the part
played by women in the religious
world of Christian life; when we
remember how women have come to
the front in every progressive move­
ment in Christian lands; whin we
think of their place in art, in liter­
ature, in the fundlions which give
the delights of music, entertainment,
and festive pleasure to society;
when we note how in such nations

' women are honoured and protected;
then we begin to realise that seme
immense power must have entered the
society where women were once seclu­
ded,degraded,and oppressed. Exaflly
the opposite of all this is witnessed
in the whole Mahometan world.
This alone accounts quite sufficiently
for the decadent history of the faith
which Mahomet planted. Auhgion
which perpetuate, the degradation
of woman is doomed, and it is dying.
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Indeed, every country is at this
moment under a fatal blight where
polygamous institutions flourish.
This is the secret of the strange con­
dition of Turkey and of Persia.
Society is paralysed by the absence
of any sentiment in favour of the
elevation of the female part of the
community. The Koran, which
contains so many noble inculcations,
yet fatally brands woman with the
stamp of inferiority. In doing this
it sinks morality, purity, and society
itself under a deadly weight. Some
curious Englishmen and a few ec­
centric Americans some time ago
tried to make themselves famous by
importing Mahometanism into Eng­
land and the United States. The
attempt at a new sensation was a
complete failure. The world has no
place for a new faith of that sort."
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THE RESURRECTION.

IjX O portion of the Bible is better
j / known or more widely read

than the Apostle Paul's
great argument in the fifteenth
chapter of first Corinthians on the
resurredion. It is associated in the
memories of all Christian people
with the saddest events of their
lives, as giving them the only real 

ray of hope of a glorious re-union
with those who have gone before.
Without the truths contained in this
splendid argument, there is no solid
basis on which men can build any
prosped of a here after. Take away
the fads set forth in it and we have
nothing left to indicate that there is
anything beyond the grave to which
man may aspire. The world without a
revelation from God,sorrows without
hope. Its emblems arc without joy
or gladness. “A shattered pillar;
a ship gone to pieces; a race lost;
a harp lying upon the ground with
snapped strings, with all its music
lost; a flower-bud crushed with all 
its fragrance in it "—these are the
utterances of its hopeless grief.
Without Christ these emblems would
be appropriate enough, and man
would have no solid reason for
assuming that the grave was not
his goal. It may be there are
analogies in nature which suggest
that the idea of a resurredion is not
an improbable one, but these stand­
ing by themselves give no well
grounded hope of a higher life be­
yond. It is only when we see Christ
as the resurredion and the life that
nature sindications become prophetic
and full of possibilities.

The Apostle Paul in dealing with
• his great theme faces the position
at once, and stakes the entire struc.
lure of Christianity on the fafl of
Christ's resurredion from the dead.
•lie great historical fails of the
Gospel, he asserts, arc the .loath,
burial and resurredion of Christ
•ut these fails are of value only in
h«r associated force. Weturn to

cross and behold Jesus in His
, bi,'vc laid i„ llw

’hat avail were His death and
'Ulf Ik misht be a dead hero

thXT’rc n“lalivi”‘!Ch™- If
ed .^? * 1,01 ri“" f™-

J 0,1 H'u Gil, then, of

the resurredion of Christ rests the
certainty of our faith. It is there­
fore obvious that the strength of our
belief will be proportionate to our
convidion regarding this great ver­
ity. And it may be that the reason
why there are so many weak Chris­
tians arises from - the fad that this
central truth has been received more
as .a matter of course than as the
result of a thorough examination of
the evidence upon which it rests.
In a matter of such importance as
this the evidence should be complete
and abundant, and there should be
the convidion in the heart of every
Christian that they know and are
assured of the things which they
believe. Christianity does not appeal
to our credulity, as some try to
make out, but on the contrary de­
mands the exercise of our reasoning
faculties. 11 exhorts us to be “ ready
always to give answer to every man
that asketh you a nason concerning
the hofe that is in you.” What that
is we know : “ Blessed be the God
and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to his great mercy
begat us again unto a living hope by
the rewrre flion of Jesus Christ from
the dead, unto an inheritance incor­
ruptible and undefiled, and that
fadeth not away.” Christianity is
therefore eminently reasonable. Paul
himself affords us an illustration of
this charaderistic feature. In speak­
ing of the resurredion to the Cor­
inthians, he docs not use the force
of his apostolic authority and arbi­
trarily demand their acceptance of
his statements, but direds their
attention to things which were well
known amongst them. He treats
the resurredion as an incident «n
the history of the world capable of
being sustained by the same kind of
proof as any other event which
happened within the same period o
time. It will be well for us, then,
to examine what Paul has given us
in the way of historical evidence-
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This examination has been so well
done by the late Samuel Cox, the
well-known expositor, that we will
allow him to help us in the consider­
ation of the matter. He says

“ Now just as a moral Faith re­
quires moral proof, so also an his­
torical Faith requires historical proof.
It is the historical proof to the his­
torical fatfl of Christ's resurrection
which St. Paul here lays before us.
Mark what the proof is. Historical
fads depend on testimony. If we
are to be convinced that a certain
event transpired in the past, our first
demand is that men of charatflcr and
credibility should assure us, from
their personal knowledge, that it did
take place. If their character is
high, if their credibility has been put
to the test and stood it, if they were
competent judges of the faCt, if we
sec that they had no motives for
bearing false witness, and were in­
capable of bearing it, however strong
the inducement, we really have no
alternative: we can only listen to
and receive their testimony.

Have we this kind of proof for the
resurrection of the Lord JcsusChrist ?

Within thirty years of His death,
Paul affirms that there were hundreds
of witnesses to the fad that God
had raised Christ from the dead,
most of whom were still alive. Mark-
how absolute he is. Modern theolo­
gians, bent on eliminating the mirac­
ulous clement of Revelation, have
been known to affirm that ‘the
Apostles were deceived,’ misled by
their hopes, by * their predisposition
to visions,’ and .that ' the resurrec­
tion of Christ is not an essential of
the Christian system.' But St. Paul
will not admit cither conclusion.
Just as he affirms that the resurrec­
tion of Christ is an essential of the
Faith—* if Christ be not raised, our
preaching is vain and your faith is
also vain ’—so also he denies the
possibility of mistake on the part of
its witnesses. He will not hear of
it. He will not for a moment con­
cede that either he or his brethri n
were Isetraycd by illusionary phen­
omena, by their predisposition to 

visions, by their strong imaginations.
The only alternative he admits is
(ver. 15): ‘Either we are false wit­
nesses— false, and not mistaken, or
else the fatfl we attest is true. Either
the fad is true, or we arc the most
profane and blasphemous of profane
witnesses—witnesses who lie about
God, and before and against God.'
There was no mistake. On a faCt
so sacred and momentous there could
be no mistake. The resurrection of
Christ was, or it was not a matter of
plain fact. Either He did, or He
did not, appear after His death to
Cephas, to James, to the Twelve, to
the Five hundred. So many men,
some of them among the most
cautious, slow, sceptical of men,
could not possibly have been de­
ceived. If the fatfl they affirmed
did not take place, they had no mo­
tive for affirming, but every motive
for denying it. If the man Christ
Jesus were only a dead Jew—what
could they possibly gain by setting
themselves against all the currents
of public opinion and private inter­
est ? //«• could not help them. The
priests and magistrates could very
obviously injure and degrade them.
Was it likely, is it creditable, that
for the sake of a lie—a lie so mon­
strous and unprofitable as that a
poor dead Jew had come to life—
they would forfeit the respect of their
neighbours, incur the ban of the
priests, provoke the wrath of the
magistrates, that they would give
up all the sweet uses of this fife and
risk an everlasting damnation in the
world to come? Had they been
the vilest reprobates from the 'stews’
of Corinth or * the hells' of Rome,
a folly so monstrous, so motiveless,
would have been incredible. But if,
instead of reprobates dc-humanised
by vice, they were brave, veracious,
disinterested men, in what termscan
we express the incredibility of the
hypothesis."

The little that need be said about
the character of these witnesses will
receive attention in our following
article. Enough is now before our
readers for careful meditation in the

meanwhile. In our next we will
continue the theme, introducing a
feature ol historical evidence not
given by the Apostle Paul, but
which has always appeared to us, in
itself alone considered, as invincible.

Editorial Notes.
State School Education —The recent

discussion among State School teachers re­
garding religious instruction teems to have
awakened some preachers to a sense of their
duties and privileges. The Seulhtrn IJjftiit
says:—"The secular policy ol conducting
Victorian State Schools is not likely to be
abandoned yet. It at least permits religious
instruction to be given outside school hours
but Inside school premises. In Geelong cur
ministers avail themselves of their rights.
but in Melbourne, since the days of Mr.
Bunning, we fear they nre ignorant of their
rights, distrustful of their powers, or heed­
less of their duties. Now. speedily follow­
ing on the recent discussions in Congrega­
tional Union and the Teachers'Association.
the Revs. Dr Bevan, T J Maly on and
Henry Jones will give religious instruction
in the Spring-street State School once a
week, a month each minister.”

Teaching the Bible.—The ScuMnn Iljf-
tilt continues:—"To leach the Bible is not
very hard, especially with all the helps now­
given In Sunday School periodicals. But to
relegate the teaching of the Bible, or
selected passages from it, to any State
School teacher, who may be an avowed
atheist, or a Galho, or a Jew, or a Romanist,
is to endanger the value of tbe teaching
The gospel is tint, even if Caiapbaa, or
Herod, or Juda, teaches it. but it will be
tfativt chiefly when holy men and women
teach it. Christians must uz all their
opportunities, and employ all the acces­
sories of modern education, and „o to the
work in a prayerful spirit Therefore we
trust the example of Messrs Bevan, Jones
and Maly on will be widely coj led.

Much Cry and Little Work While
many preachers of the gu-|<l ate denounc­
ing the present system cl cducaii.n a.» a
Godless institution. It seems only tight to
ask, Why da they not avail themselves of
the opportunities which the State on.ta to
them and give the InJ.ru.ti. ;i which is so
much needed ? h it because they have not
the nice .ary time at their dip. al' Surely
not Wc guarantee that if a fee was
attached to the work there would 1a* no
reason to complain of any lack i l v.crkets
Wc honour those t.-.cn wh -. fueling the
II'.;,'. rtal .c 1
matter., cheerfully give their .tin.: • Li
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the benefit of the children in our State
Schools; but what shall we say of those
who make a great noise but do no work in
this respefl ? If State School teachers were
asked about this matter, their answers
would show bow shamefully the " clergy
had failed to do their duty. This may
teem harsh kind of talk, but it Is the truth.
and it is time the truth was spoken on this
subjed.

All tho Difference. — Canon Potter
(says the ScutJirrn Crou), made an admir­
able point on thesubjed of the persecutions,
of which, alas! both Anglicans and Roman­
ists base been guilty. " We of tho Church
of England," said the Canon, • confess
with sorrow that our Church has been guilty
of persecution, and did wrong to |>crseculc.
Rut,” he asks, "will Archbishop Carr ad­
mit as much on behalf of the Roman
Church ? Will be admit that Rome did
wrong to persecute ? Will he admit that
(say) the Spanish Inquisition and the Irish
penal laws were alike opposed to the spirit
of Jesus Christ ? If the present discussion
were to win from Rome an authoritative re­
pudiation of the principle of religious per­
secution, something real would be done to
pave the way for the reunion of Christen­
dom." A simple "yes" from Archbishop
Carr would satisfy not only Canon Potter
but all Proicriants. We fear, however, that
little word will not be spoken. No dignitary
of the Romish Church dare frankly and
publicly disavow, on behalf of his denomi­
nation, the right to persecute.

TlwConveraion' of England__ That
the papacy has special designs on England
is corroborated by a contemporary in the
following wordsIlia Holiness the Pope
has issued bis long-threatened Encyclical
on the cubjcd of ‘the conversion of Eng­
land,' and it turns out to be a very mild and
harmless document. He Implores all good
Romanists to pray for thisobjed during the
nine days preceding Whitsuntide; and as
the 1'opc cannot trust to their love for
Protestants, or loyalty tohimsdf, fur obedi­
ence, he adds a curious bribe. 'An indul­
gence of seven years will be granted for each
day of prayer during the nine days preced­
ing Pentecost.' A prudent Romanist, there­
fore, has only «o recite some mechanical
prayers fur the conversion of Protestants
during these nine days to secure »ul>-/cBr

indulgences; indulgences, that is, for
tho whole term of his natural life! Was
ever before to much offered for co little!
Archbishop Carr very unkindly whittles
down the value uf these Indulgences, ft h
not, ho eays, *a remission of sin,' or ’a
license to commit sin;’ it is, he ceplains
somewhat my steriously, *a remission of the
temporal punhhmcnl due to sins already
remitted as to their guilt.’ The Itomhh
doctrine of Indulgences, however, with the
theology which underlies it, will repay a

somewhat fuller discussion than we can
afford iz this issue ”

Woes of Popularity. - Leduring the
other evening on the " Woes of Popularity.
(says the Chriitun Ersogrlirt), Dr. Hunter
said the voice of the people was not always
the voice of God. Seldom indeed bad the
true prophets been popular, from Moves and
Isaiah down to Edward Irving and Frederic
Maurice. Charles Kingsley was cursed like
a dog in the public newspapers and accused
of teaching atheism and immorality. Il was
a pleasant thing to be popular, no doubt,
there was nothing unworthy in itself in it,
but what a snare the love of popularity was
to all—boys and girls at school, young men
and women in the drawing-room, tradesmen,
preachers and politicians 1 What a restric­
tion to say nothing and do nothing that
would binder or endanger it I 1: deadened
the very sense of one's duty to the Creator.
We were ready to accommodate ourselves
to the wishes of others; we lived for effect,
having neither the desire nor the courage to
undertake work that others did not praise.
The slavery of such a life was terrible.
Whichever way the wind blew the man so
abandoned liked to sail.

A Land Lottery.—Tho Southern Cron
thus comments on the great Van Diemen's
Land lottery:—"It has come off, but has
proved on the whole, a very great failure.
'1 ho Tasmanian Parliament passed a special
Act in favour of the lottery; the greatest
living expert in racing sweeps was employed
at enormous cost tu " run” it; and all civi­
lised lands were explored in search of
simpletons who would purchase tickets
Only 50.000 tickets out of 200,000, however.
were actually sold, and only one-fourth of
the properties were thus disposed of. Tas­
mania is thus left in the position that it has
tried to do a shabby action, and has failed.
and it has all the discredit of the attempt
with no consolation in the dupe of cash.
lhe net result to the colony is that it has
damaged its own public reputation, shocked
the consciences of multitudes of its citizens,
and failed to get the miserable price for
which all these risks were incurred It had
told, that Is. if not its birthright, its char-
aCter, aod has nut got even its wretched
price in pottage 1

A HINDU PUNDIT ON
BAPTISM,

in'ib ,b56 1 was stationed
" 1 llol>' city ul Muttra, m .1.,.

rn'"|StHU‘)"™ °f lnJia’ and 1,3,1
Ilin' i. brJ,’"nM >0 teach Ute the

Lord Jesus as found in our Holy
Scriptures. One day I said

“ Pundit, you see that we read
your sacred books, in order to find
out what they contain ; why will you
not do the same with our Scriptures?"

In answer to this he said :
“Well, sir, please lend me a copy

of your holy book in Hindustani,
and I will read it at home at my
leisure."

I was very glad to comply with
his request, and, as he was a very
intelligent man, I hoped the reading
of God’s Word might be the means
of convincing him of the truth as it
is in Jesus.

The Testament I gave him was
the translation sanctioned by the
British and Foreign Bible Society,
in which the word used for baptism
was not translated, but transliterated
“bafttismaand this one word, sim­
ple as it may appear, gave the pundit
a strong objection against the integ­
rity of the whole book.

After keeping the book by him for
about three months, he one day
brought it back, when I asked him
if he had read it, and how he liked
it. He replied:

“Yes, I have read much of it, and
the teachings of Jesus Christ are
indeed most beautiful. I have never
read anything like it in our holy
books, and if all that is written gives
true and reliable fads, He must have
been a wonderful person, and worthy
of worship. But," he added, with
an air of cynical doubt, “ I fear the
book is not trustworthy.”

I asked him what reason he had
to think so. 1 le immediately replied:

“Why, there are parts of it which
you seem afraid to translate into our
language." ,

This took me by surprise, and 1
asked what part. He turned to
places he had marked, and called
my attention to the word “ baftisma,
and said :

“ I read of a man called John, who
is said to have been the messenger
of Jesus Christ, who went forth to
preach and give baftisma to those
who repented ; and this bafdiw™
seems to have been the initiative
rite into the new religion. But what
it can mean I cannot possibly hnd
out; for the word has no affinity to
any of our Indian languages. I* *
dissect the word into three separate
portions, then I can make something
of it, but a very ridiculous thing
indeed. Uaf means father ; ™
means thirty ; ma means mother ta*
it would read a thirty-fatlur-indl^1
But this, I suppose, is not the mean 



May 2j, 1695. THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD

ing; and I can only conclude that
it is a word from some other language
of which we people of India know
nothing. Yet it would appear that
it represents some important part of
your religion, and that is the one act
by which disciples who believe in
Jesus arc admitted into the Christian
religion. For I find that not only
did John practice it, but Jesus Him­
self tells His followers to give baptisma
to all who believe in His name ; and
yet you do not tell us in our own
language what this means . for the
word is utterly strange to us."

I had now to explain, as best I
could, how matters were, and 1
never in my life felt so ashamed be­
fore a heathen controversialist. I
told him the word was merely trans­
ferred, not translated, in that version;
for it was derived from the Greek
bapio or baptizo ; and that it was thus
transferred because there was one
party in the Christian church who
practised sprinkling of water, and
another which used immersion.

“ Well," he said, “which of these
two parties translated this book ? "

“ Those who advocate sprinkling."
“Well," said he, “why, then, did

they not put down sprinkling in our
language ? Why put a Greek word
fur a ceremony which your Christ
commanded in a copy of your holy
books for Hindus, who do not know
a word of Greek ? This is very
strange."

And now he gave a knowing look,
and said, rather sarcastically :

“ 1 suppose the Christian teachers
follow our plan. We give in the
vulgar tongue for the common people
only as much of the holy books as
we think tit ; and when a word
comes, the meaning of which we do
not wish all to know, wc keep it in
the dark under the thick veil of the
original Sanskrit, which they do not
know. 1 was not before aware of
the fact that Christians do this also
to preserve the power of the priests."

1 now took down a copy of the
Baptist translation, and showed him
that the word was faithfully transla­
ted there into dcabki, which means
to immerse.

This, however, did not remove
his suspicions, and he added :

“Suppose you had given this book
you lent to me to a person who lived
miles away in the country, where he
could have no one to tell him what
it meant; how could he possibly find
out the meaning of the word, or the
nature of one of your greatest Chris­
tian rites ? And though he should
belie ve in Christ, how could He obey

Him when you hide from us the
nature of your ceremony for the
admission of disciples to your
church ? " He concluded by saying,
“ 1 have no wish to offend you, sir;
but, to be candid, I must confess
that this duplicity has quite shaken
my faith in the whole of your holy
book ; for people who can prove
untrue in one word cannot be trusted
as true in many words : and I find
that, after all, the Christian teachers
were no better than ourselves, who,
for selfish purposes, kept back a
part of the Word of God from the
common people."

His mind was so poisoned by this
that he would never consent to read
the Scriptures. And who can tell
how many others have, in the same
taken offence as to the truth of God ?

Docs not the above suggest some
very searching thoughts to every
Christian? Is there not a grave
responsibility resting on each one to
be thoroughly loyal to the distinct
command of Him whom wecall Lord ?

If, when our Master, Christ, has
distintQly ordained that His disciples
should be baptised, we obscure His
teaching, or treat it as trivial, or put

I something else in its place—which
man has invented, but which our
Master Himself never enjoined —
where is our boasted loyalty to our
Lord ? Where is our implicit obedi­
ence to His will? By our lack of
faithfulness, even in what may
appear a little matter, we may;
unwittingly put serious stumbling
blocks in the way of others who
watch us very narrowly; and so
they also may be hindered.

One of the fiercest denunciations
uttered by the “gentle" Saviour was
pronounced by Him against those
who taught the " traditions of men "
for the “ commandments of God."
He also added, "Verily I say unto
you, whoso shall break one of the
least of these commandments, and
shall teach men so, the same shall
be called least in the Kingdom of
God."

My reader, if you arc a believer
in Christ, search the New lestament
yourself, unbiassed by prevailing
fashion, and see if Christ has nut
distinctly made clear His will to all
that are willing to follow His guid­
ance. Search the Scriptures and
sec if this is nut the thing which the
Lord commanded.

His parting words to His discipk-s
were •'

“All power is given unto me in
heaven and on earth. Go ye there­
fore, and teach all nations, baptising

them . . . teaching them to observe
all things whatsoever I have com­
manded you ; and lo, I am with you
alway—even unto the end of the
world. Amen.”—A trad of the Baptist
Trad and Booh Society.

Correspondence.
--------- :o:----------

RELIGIOUS INSTRUCTION IN
STATE SCHOOLS

To the Editors of the A. C. Standard.
Your editorial notes in the current Stand­

ard, to far as our brethren arc concerned,
ought " absolutely to settle the question,’'
■■ Should State School Teachers be engaged
to read the Bible in State Schools ?" by an
emphatic No.

I have often been grieved and surprised
to find many of our members who have
descended from Nonconformist fathers, and
who knowing somewhat of the jienecution
their fathers suffered through the State
meddling with religion, notwithstanding
this, taking no warning, but advocating fora
return lo the old practice. It is not co many
years since this colony shook off the incubus
of Slate aid to religious teachers, yet wo
find this agitation for an indirect resumption
of the practice. But I am told that tbu
State is to be put tonocx|'cnsc. The Stalo
is not to bo charged a copper, but the State
teachers are to be forced to do this. I use
the word " forced " designedly, for that the
vast majority object to the task, the quota­
tion from the Southrrn Crass is a proof. Thu
attempt to force this work upon the teachers
Is dishonest, for they have been engaged to
teach certain subjects, and to compel them
to perform more than they agreed to do, is
contrary to my Bible, for in it, I read,
•‘Masters give unto your servants that
which is just and equal " A teacher who
shirked his responsibilities would be con,
demned as unjust; so he who would force
him to exceed his bargain without extra
remuneration would be equally unjust.
Again, 1 am told by these agitators. “we
don’t want religion taught, but historical
fads only," yet every now and then the
cry is raised that crime is increasing through
the defective teaching in our State schools,
and sometimes the falsehood Is repeated,
that the name cl God his been excluded
from tho reading books. If historical lads
are all that are wanted. I desire to know
whether the knowledge that Abraham begat
Isaac, and 1-xac begat Jacob, and Jacob
begat the twelve patriarch*, willhavoasy
more influence 0:1 morality than tho Infor­
mation that Henry MH. was the father of
Elisabeth.

A short time ago a parson made a great
splutter by displaying t-.iDo stand les to
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sbow that crime In Victoria was increasing
at an alarming ratio, but only required one
prick from the pen of Mr. Hayter, to burst
the bubble, and show that the statistical
tables had been most unfairly used, and
that crime instead of increasing was de­
creasing. Brethren, look around you. and
I feel certain that you will acknowledge that
thoie who have been educated in our State
schools will compare favourably with those
taught in private and seflarian establish­
ments. Further the sefl that makes the
most noise about religion in State schools
furnishes the greatest proportion of crim­
inals, while crime decreases among other
teds in proportion, that they have made
less clamour for assistance from the Slate,
until we arrive at such as the Baptists and
Independents, Ac, who have always resisted
State interference with religion, and con­
sistently declined its proffered aid. Amongst
these, criminals are conspicuous by their
rarity, proving that the members of those
bodies arc not mere formalists, but arc alive
to their responsibilities and train their
families in the fear of God.

Mr. R. Abercrombie is corrcri in stating
that there arc sufficient avenues at present
for religious teaching, if they who make so
much noise about it would embrace them.
The professedly religious teachers formerly
had every opportunity at any hour of the
day, but they rarely took advantage of their
position. Excuses for non attendance were
very plentiful. Further, if the State school
teachers were agreeable, would a truly
religious parent allow his children to be
taught by ono holding opinions that he
regarded as heretical ? Some of our schools
are taught by Roman Catholics, others by
Protestants, others by avowed (Coptics, and
eu on Brethren, would you allow your
children to be influenced by persons holding
views that you detest ?

The Bible for a Roman Catholic is a
icdarian book, and as you well ob.cnc, its
introduction as a text book into our schools
would furnish a grievance to them and a
legitimate excuse to agitate fur aieparate
grant They would know that it had been
introduced fur the purpose of instilling into
the minds of the young, doitrim j contrary
to what they regarded as truth Religion
should be taught by a religious |>vrwn, not
for Re or pecuniary reward, but r.u
and an Indispensable qualification for the
teacher is, that he believes what he rays
without reserve, and says what he believes
without regard to consequences. Assuming
that all cur State tchool teachers are
thoroughly honest nnd have this Indispcn-
tibia qualification, would you brethren, be
willing to entrust the religious training of
yuur offspring to any one who R.r lhc
being, happened to be ifi,|r InJruUcr in
Mcular matters? ,,

Ballarat. JI

Hearth and Home
Bv AH. Bryant.

-----------o-----------
A PARABLE.

James Rvsseu. Lowell

Said Christ our Lord. •• 1 will go and see
How the men. My brethren, believe in Me."
He passed not again through the gate of

birth.
But made Himself known to the children of

earth.

Then said the chief priests, and rulers, and
kings,

•• Behold, now, the Giver of all good things;
Go to, let us welcome with pomp and state
Him who alone is mighty and great."

With carpets of gold the ground they spread.
Wherever the Son of man should tread.
And in palace chambers, lofty and rare,
They lodged and served Him with kindly

fare.

Great organs surged through arches dim
Their jubilant floods in praise of Him ;
And in church, and palace, and judgment­

hall.
He saw His image high over all.

But still, wherever His steps they led.
The Lord in sorrow bent down His head.
And from under the heavy fountain stones
The Son of Mary heard bitter groans.

And in church, and palace, and judgment­
hall,

He marked great fissures that rent the wall,
And opened wider and yet more wide
As the living fountain heaved and sighed.
•• Have y ou founded your thrones and altars

then,
On the bodies and souls of living men ?
And think ye that building shall endure
Which shelters the noble and crushes the

poor?

With gates of silver and bars of gold
Vcfae kneed ray sheep(tom tWrPalh .

fold ;
I have heard the dropping of tbeir tears
In Heaven these eighteen hundred years."

'• O Lord and Master not ours the guilt,
We built but as our father's built;
Behold Thine images how they stand.
Sovereign and wul through all our laid.

m, Ihy sheep."

"0«r iia i, hard—wish sword and lb,„.
To hold Ik Ice r„h lhc um(..

ll.«> Christ VUI M

so Ik

"Ant lira Irras,
made of Mel"

of them,
•r garments hem.

jffHE WORLD’S HEART
HUNGER.—You and I and

♦ all men need to know God.
It is the deepest want of the human
soul. More than to understand
ourselves, more than to understand
life, you and I need to know God.
Not something about God ; not a
list of God's attributes ; we need
personally to know God. It is the
greatest need of humanity — the
need of an orphan to know his
father. Just because God has
seemed to men unknown they have
made all manner of images of Him—
some grotesque and horrible, some
gracious and attractive, according to
their conception or according to
their desire. All idolatry is man
groping after some knowledge of
God. And Christianity says so us :
“You do not more want to know
God than God wants you to know
Him." The child does not more
want to know the Father than the
Father wants to be understood by
the child. It is not a very hard
experience for a public man to be
rnisunnerstood by the newspaper
press; it is not a very hard experi­
ence for him to be misunderstood by
a great outside unknown public ;
but it is rather hard for a man to be
misunderstood by his own friends 5
and if a man comes to the experience
in which he is not understood
by his own children, when they
misinterpret him, they misunder­
stand him, he cannot interpret
himself to them—that is hard, very
hard. The child does not more
want to understand the father than
the father wants to be understood by
the child. Is not this true? Ho
not you mothers know it, do not you
fathers know it to be true ? This is
the teaching of the New Testament,
that we do not so much wish to
know our Father as our Father
wishes to be known of us. And all
that men have tried to do for them­
selves by making images of God for
themselves, God has done fur them,
making an image of God for them.
That is Paul’s phrase: Jrrni Christ
is the express image 0/ J/is person.

“ Do not despair. Do not imagine
that God has forgotten you. U
are in the way of duty, of faith, ami
of prayer, be sure that somehow,
through the common incidents of a
common day, Hu will guide your
feet into the right path."



May 23, 1895, THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD.

the necessity of continuing to
PREACH FIRST PRINCIPLES.

An Address Delivered at the Vidorian 'Conference by
Ferdinand Pittman.

I need not, in your presence, elaborately define my terms.
Partly because you arc well acquainted with such principles I
venture to address you, for I am comforted by the thought that if
I should fail to speak adequately upon my topic, the theme itself
speaks to you. I hold up the lantern of the word, the effulgence of
the light from which is none the less bright because the band that
lifts it is weak My words may fail in their mission, but "the
word of the Lord endurcth for ever," and the principles of the
Bible are eternal. But what arc first principles? Briefly, I
consider them to be the dodrine of Christianity with regard to the
way of salvation as taught by Jesus the Christ and the apostles.
His ambassadors. So you observe my topic has to do with the
life-work of missionaries; yes, and with every preacher of the
gospel—the stupendous crusade against error and sin.

In this age. when the air is full of new theories and plans, and
thousands of minds arc vacillating, and swinging this way and that
and oscillating like a clock's pendulum, there is a necessity to hold
on to vital truths with a tenacious grip, and unflinching!) and
fearlessly, as the title of my test puts it, to continue to preach first
principles. And I might well ask the framers of my topic, What
else can we preach ? for if our holy religion be robbed of its
fundamental principles, like a human form devoid of life, it will be
left a miserable corpse, fit only for the tomb

First, let me say the teaching of God'u word should suffice
From the sole armoury of the Lord's work our weapons must be
obtained, whether we want the sword to strike or the shield to
defend. From here alone a military outfit can be obtained, the
fitness of which it guaranteed by the Captain oi our salvation.
Humanly constructed implements for spiritual warfare may be
ingeniously made and nice to look upon, as are the creeds of
sectarian manufacture, but it is the two-edged sword of the spirit
which cuts. Partly because a superior intelligence is often needed
to wander successfully through every labyrinth of sedarian theology
we should cut straight through them, and lead men to tread upon
the highway in which "the wayfaring men, though fools, shall not
err." From the fountain of the word of God let us draw the living
waters, and refuse to have them administered in the impure cups
of human authority, lest we taste more of the cup than the water.
Perish all rhetoric upon the lipa of the preacher if God's mandates
be not proclaimed I have no sympathy with a country school­
master in America An old black preacher had taught his flock
that the sun went daily round the earth, which was as flat as a
pancake. Many believed him, but one man took his boy to a
school-master, and said, " Do you teach the children that the
wcrld is round or flat ?" The master answered cautiously, " Yes."
The questioner was confused, but again asked, "Do you teach your
children that the world Is round or that the world is flat ?" Then
he said. "That depends upon the opinion of the parents." 1
believe that many religious teachers arc like that American school­
master. They arc weather-cocks to be turned by every wind that
blows. The Lord help us to avoid the loathsome crime of hiding
the truth just because some have been taught error

Then again bear in mind that if we want a really fredi theme—
an attractive theme- a novel theme- wo had better preach the old
gospel. All other topics arc hackneyed. There has been a great
discussion recently u|>on " How to reach the masses I think the
"great gulf freed" between the churches and the mxx< »• to 1k-
accounted fur largely by the truth that it is often not the gospel
they do hear when they go to places of vvor hip. I he belief is
prevalent that the gospel needs a little fixing up to suit this age 1 |

propose we fix up the age to suit the gospel. If you want something
| really novel and so new that millions of people in this century

know nothing about it, preach one night upon "How to get into
the kingdom." and the next upon " How to keep in when there;"
and if variety be expedient ring the changes w ithin the compass of
notes, but touch not the fascinating tunes of human invention.

And let me ask—If the principles of God's word are not enough,
who can add to them ? As well might you stitch filthy rags upon
a royal robe, and fix pieces ol flint upon a crown of diamonds.
Modern theologians would fain substitute their wild speculations
for our glorious religion, but so long as the finite cannot improve
the infinite we will be content with the word alone; and while
there arc many who love to follow every will of the wisp of
speculative theology, who arc most at home when wandering astray,
and. like certain birds of the air, are ever and anon upon the wing
in search for other dimes—as for us we will build our home in the
branches of the tree of the kingdom of God; and while there arc
some guiding their flimsy, ill-conducted vessels from shore to
shore, as for us we will anchor eternally in the haven of the word
of the Lord

Hut 1 ask, What do men propose that we add or subtract ?
| " Oh," says one, "we will subtract — certain Scriptures arc unphilo-
| sophical, unscientific; Christ's death was only the termination of
| a glorious example, and to view it aa an expiatory sacrifice it

preposterous ; the terms of pardon as stated in the Acts of Apostles
do not suit our times, development is the word, sir. development "
And if these philosophical gentlemen (with whom our land Is
swarming as numerously as Egypt was with frogs) develop much
longer, there will be no room left for one verse of holy writ, but
every book and every leaf will be scattered to the four winds of
heaven.

The day has arrived when a poor old Christian silting in his
rocking-chair, with tears flowing as he reads God's comforting
precious promises, must needs get bis crutches, hobble down the
street to the parsonage of the scholarly Rev. Knuwall, who has
just been studying higher criticism, and say, " Sir, tell me. tell me,
is the chapter I have been reading inspired er of questionable
authority ?'

The day has come when the opinion is prevalent that a
preacher's worth should be guaged in proportion to the extent of
bis unorthoduxy, and that at the last day the reward will be," Well
done, good and faithful servant, thou hast mauled, and mangled
and cut in pieces the word as judiciously as any man that ever
lived ; being a higher critic, go up to the higher ranks cf heaven "

"Oh." says another objector, "in this nineteenth century we
must adopt modern methods, Satan has gut so used to old methods
of attack that we need to devise new war-tatties" And I reply
it is true that we need to guard against clinging to certain
methods merely because they arc ancient, and refusing to get cut
of the old ruts of custom. Whatever succeeds, if no violation of
Scripture teaching, should be practised, however novel. Come on,
my friend, with your new appliances and methods, but let us have
old principles, and beware lest you violate a "thus t-aith the Lord"
and adopt eccentricities fur the mere sake of novelty.

We should hive no sympathy with men who preach upon such
topics as the following " The peccability of Christ," " Is there a
personal devil ?" " Sublapsarianism," " Suptalapsarianivm." "Pro
or post millennium," "Eternal filiation," "Does God know every­
thing?" "Did an angel really descend and stir‘the pud cd Bethesda,
er was it an Intermittent spring’" Fancy that being preached to
dying men and women, they hunger for bread, but get a stare,
Ixt us beware Ic >t we be such egregious simpletons as to deal with
this holy trifling, while we have s <ul saving truths to proclaim

"Hut,' says yet another, "the Bible sj clumsily states the
dottrine of future torments and t.:> forgivcn-.-vi beyond the grave
tint it will make my hearers very uncomfortable tf I dan t a I 1 my
own comforting theory concerning the final tc4oration of all
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things. We must add our own thoughts" Yes, you can think.
but remember the thoughts of God are better. I place one " thus
sailh the Lord "against all the universal disquisitions written or
sermons preached If it be absurd to hold a match light in front
of the blazing sun. it Is doubly silly to hold man's intellect up in
front of the mind of the Lord God Almighty

My friends, we cannot help God with His work. Here is a
vessel in distress. Hatchways fastened down, waves rolling
mountains high and coming down with a thundering crash upon
the doomed ship, splitting to pieces many a plank. The life boats
arc lowered, but seem unavailing A little boy gets his toy boat
and rays. ‘•Father, if the life boats cannot save us here's my boat."
We have had offered a great number of toy boats recently, but so
long as the life-boat Zion is sailing we will not trust them

Ixt us who preach beware lest we strive only to please: sing
the people to sleep with comforting doctrine until they find them­
selves standing upon the narrow ledge of modern theology, and
while the light of the next world flashes upon their eyes, wake up
to fall, and shriek and perish. Or. ns the poet puts it,

"Smooth down the stubborn text to cars polite,
And snugly keep damnation out of sight. "

If we preach like that, and meet our audiences al the bar of God,
some heart-broken soul will say : " I heard you preach repeatedly ;
I admired your philosophy, your rhetorical flourishes, your nicely-
worded sentence.., your soothing, pleasing talk , but you never told
me Bible truths. Cursed be your fascinating theories, cursed be
your eloquence ; they sent us both hurling down the rapids to the
final plunge."

May the words once made by a beggar to a minister never apply
to us. A cadger called to extract money from a preacher's pocket,
as they sometimes do now. He refused to give. The beggar said.
"1 am sure you would help if you knew what benefit 1 have
derived from your blessed ministry." •• What is that ?" said the
preacher. "Why, sir," replied the cadger, "when I first came to
hear you I cared neither for God nor the devil, but now under your
blessed ministry I have come to love them both "

Brethren, let us continue unflinchingly to preach first principles
Use nut the Bible as though it were a lump of putty to be shaped
ns you please, or a piece of roll-doth to be cut to the prevailing
fashion, but as the Rock Gibraltar of eternal truth, from which if
our feet cease to be planted we shall plunge into the dark ocean of
error and despair

But while we should continue to proclaim such principles, let
us avoid harping u|»a one phase of truth One writer says. "Let
a man give his life to the discusslon of the dudrine of election, or of
free agency, ur baptism, or the |>erseverance of taints, nnd he will
become imbecile in Ixxly and mind" Spurgeon says something
like the following: "Some preachers are like the famous barrel-
organs, they can grind out only three or four lunes and they are
run down; 1 am always glad when they move in the next street
It is an unvatisfaflory likeness ol a man upon the canvas to paint
only the uox: or the mouth, so wo should avoid painting only one
part of man's duly . avoid painting good works with a heavy brush
and the sacrifice of Christ with a light brush for a back ground "
Brethren, while it is necessary to preach baptism, kt us avoid the
disuse of "water on the brain", while wo should have our feet
shod with the preparation of the gospel, let us sec that it is nut all
shoe; while we should have on the helmet of salvation, kt us
that ii is not all bat and head, and no heart.

■h. c>Th u 7;- -X~

Iwplc anJ u|icn
Uu.p-sbMlns and ecvk.UHlcJ l,k1 bjll 

Then again. <l,uu!d avoid an ulj.aiooaldv »a, of
I .Inp. Oa, baa avid. "Some .Link >hc „„|f „8

.««d o .be Spirit I. la .lick MmtbuJy lb
|>k„ Kobin Hood, «l.o r.tvvr received a man |„Z,

being thrown upon the narrow track, they prefer the broad road.
We have too many spiritual anarchists. They arc against every­
thing that's going ; their socialistic cry is, "Away with buddings,
away with paid evangelists, away with prayer, away with every­
thing that others have." And while these religious burglars would
rob us of all good works, against which there is no law. they have
nothing to substitute but a religion of awful, cold, icicle-like
negatives. Spurgeon well expresses it in language something like
the following : "Many go about the world with their fists doubled
for fighting . they carry a theological revolver There is no sense
in being a theological game cock, to be carried about to show y our
spirit, or a terrier of orthodoxy, ready to tackle heterodox rats by
the score. We should be prepared to fight, bu* wc need to wear a
scabbard. There is no sense in waving your weapon about before
everybody’s eyes to provoke conflid, after the manner of our
beloved friends of Emerald Isle, who are said to take off their
coats at Donny brook Fair and drag them along the ground, crying,
as they flourish their shillelahs, • Will any gentleman be so good as
to tread on the tail of my coat?’ I have more admiration for a
Spanish bull-fight than for a preacher of that stamp.

A word more Tho^c who in future years will preach need to
be well iustruded in our principles. If the positions of thosi who
have been in the van of reform story movement in the colonies are
to be substituted by bvckboneless jelly-fish Christians, the cause
will die lor want of healthy progeny Hence let all who preach
take heed "If the trumpet give an uncertain sound, who shall
prepare himself for the battle?"

As Disciples of Christ wc must continue to preach first
principles, or we shall be like Nero of old — fiddling while Rome
was in conflagration, and sending boats to Alexandria to obtain
sand for the arena while thousands were starving for want of corn.
The Lord help us to preach 11 is word, by the flash of the light of
which wc ourselves have found the road to heaven.

Opinions of Mon nnd Purposes of God —The faA that the
majority is against you in any great crisis is no argument. The
majority has always been against God and righteousness, and will
be until the end of time. It is consoling to remember, however,
that the opinions of men do not change the laws or purposes of
God.—Ta.u Uaftiit Standard.

Suggestion to Preachers.—Many of our preachers might
with profit to themselves nnd their congregations adopt the Scotch
plan of taking up a whole book of the Bible and delivering exposit­
ory discourses on it from Sunday to Sunday. A recent writer says:
" Many Scotch ministers say they would not know how to face
their congregations twice each Sunday unless they had for one
service at least a continuous piece of expository discourse." Dr.
. a‘ L'fC °f Chr‘St and " Lifc of S* pauI" also hls ”ImaKC

Christi arc each made up ol discourses which were first delivered
in the pulpit in continuous lectures from Sunday to Sunday. The
same is true of Dr. George Adam Smith's " Isaiah," and other
stan ard expository works Such a scries of consecutive discourses
nia cs it necessary for the preacher to study the scriptures con-

e ?l *lclfn ,hc I*UP,C *° acquire a better and larger know
iwge ol God's word, and preachers and people both need such

•rt i) e study It ako Insures variety in the weekly discourses,
"C bll'ng in,° ru” Wo bc,icve mo3‘ o( our Fslors

... r 1 <KTCat odvan,aKc ad°pt for at least a portion of each year
□ |. an <4 continuous expository preaching. Wc should like to tco

<»»« experiment tried in many of our pulpit, this winter.

—Cnmtirland I'rttf) taian

Attention is directed to ll
*®tk Have the brethren
ence, cr do they think it 13

>c acknowledgments fur Home Missl
forgotten there is such a thing In c*i
unworthy of support ?

on
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Home Missions.
------o---------

By M McLluan.

W. D Little —Returning to the circuit
after Conference spent Lord's day, 28th
ult, with the church at Wedderburn, where
there were splendid meetings both morning
and evening Then on to Femihurst, where
the brethren was much put out about my
leaving the district By way of Yarrawalla,
where 1 stayed two nights, reached Echuca.
In spite of the loss of the chapel by fire the
brethren still meet, although since the meet­
ings have been held in a dwelling house
some are conspicuous by their absence.
After seeing the brother from whom the
money for building was before obtained,
and who got it back from the insurance
company, arranged for rebuilding. The
edifice will be proceeded with at once, and
exjxjrt it to be ready about beginning of
July. From Echuca went to Kyabram.
where the brethren dwell in peace, and in
spite of the most determined opposition the
truth still spreads The meetings here were
most enjoyable. In the afternoon at the
close of the address one came forward and
was baptised straightway. The brethren
were unanimous in expression of regret for
our departure, and desires for our return
Next Lord's day (t»-V.) will be spent at
Wedderburn. where we expert further ad­
ditions . and after a farewell tea on the
following night intend to start for new field,
meeting Bro. Tomlinson at Minyip.

20/5/85.

W. W. Tomlinson.--I have visited all
the churches in the circuit for the last time,
closing my labors yesterday, being at Lilli-
mur in the morning and afternoon, Kaniva
at night. The meetings all round were
splendid, and I was extremely gratified to
hear so very many expressions of regret al
our departure and kind wishes for future
prosperity. 1 am pleased to rcpoil that
since my return from Conference I have
had the privilege of baptising three more
into the ever blessed names—two at Kaniva
and one young man at N. Yanac. I intend
to drive over to my new field, and have
made arrangements to be at Minyip on
on land's day. May 26th; Wedderburn,
June 2nd; Echuca, June 9th; Kyabram,
June nth; Fcrnihurst, June 23rd; and to
meet Bro. Little at Miny ip on Wednesday,
May 29th, and exchange notca for future
guidance [jo 5 95 ]

G H Browne —During the past month
cr rather since Conference one brother has
been restored at Galaquit; at Brim one
young man came forward and made the
good confession, and was baptised the fol­
lowing Sunday; aLo a young married
woman decided to obey the Saviour, and

was immersed last Monday. Her husband,
formerly belonging to the Disciples, decided
also to unite with us. so that means three
additions to the Brim roll and one to Gala-
quil This is cheering to us and I know
will be to all. Sunday, April 14th, 1
preached at Brunswick; 21st, met with
the brethren at Dromana and preached in
the afternoon For the four succeeding
Lord's days I held the usual services al
Galaquil, Galaquil Exst, Brim. Banger.ang
and Warracknabcal The last named place
I have promised to visit once a month At
Bangerang the brethren arc well able to
condud their own meetings, and I ho|»c will
help us soon in other places.

’9/5/95-

Church News.
All mttrr Jet this drfjrtmrnt shcul.l ruth

Iht Ofitt by mwn cn Tut sliy. But skert items
aniviug by men cn Wtdutsliy usllfitJ j fh:i
if Ihtr 1 1'1 ream. Send jII nrui i.'rrij direct It
A. B Kasten, 523 EliCJbtth-slrttl.Carllcn.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Queenstown —The work is stiil progress­
ing We arc having most enjoyable meet­
ings. More strangers than ever attend
We pray that they may not be strangers
long, but brethren in Christ. 1 feel con.
fident for many reasons, that we will yet be­
come a large church in this place, and that
it will be a powerful one, if we hold fast
unto the end. March 4th, we had our
young Bro. Fischer, who gave the gospel
message faithfully to a good meeting, Aho
March 31st we had another day ut blessing
In the morning our Bro. J. Verco told u»
about the exceeding great and precious
promises; the time we spent together was
indeed most precious, but only too short
In the afternoon, wc had instead of the
usual school, a visit from Bro. T. B. Verco.
who gave a practical illustration of the
result of sin. with a glass of water and dye.
The water of course was pure, but as soon
as the dye was put Into it, it was spoilt at
once. So he said it was with a young life
It was pure, but as toon as sin entered, all
was spoilt He also gave another illustra­
tion of the effect of surrounding influence 1
With a lighted candle while it had air it
would burn brightly, but a. soon ru it was |
put into a bottle it died ; and so it was with
Us. \\ hile our surrounding influences were
good, everything would be right, but toon
as they became bad, it would mean death.
1 don't think the children will target it, they
teemed to enjoy it very much in the even­
ing we had the doctor who gave a beautiful
discourse on tho greatness uf the salvation
Gixl hid provided fur man, how could wo 

povsibly escape if wc neglcrtcd it, Hcb. 2.
The hall w as full to the doors. At the close
wc had the joy of witnessing the confession
of Christ by two. an aged lady and gentle­
man. We feel that there are more that will
soon follow. God bless them and keep
them Is our prayer. April Sth, another day
to be remembered. The aged Bro. men­
tioned. was Immersed by our Bro J Verco,
who gave a beautiful discourscon the popu­
lar objections to baptism. The hall was
full. The audience listened with rapt at­
tention. We feel confident that we shall be
able to tell you of more soon. R. H.

Stirling East.—There is nothing of
much importance to write about We held
our Sunday School anniversary on Easier
Sunday and Monday. Prizes were given to
the children on the Sunday afternoon. Bro.
Palmer, from Hindmarsh, addressed the
children, and Bro. A T. Magarey distri­
buted the prizes. Children sang and recited
several pieces both Sunday afternoon and
Monday evening.

York —On Easter Sunday our Sunday
School held their annual picnic al Piles
Paddock. Kensington, the scholars and
teachers with their friends numbering over
200 being conveyed there in trollies. The
day was beautiful and the provisions eval-
lent. After spending a very pleasant day
all returned home safely, well pleased with
the day's outing On the Sunday previous
the scholars gave the beautiful service of
song. •'A Child of Jesus,” in a very credi­
table manner before a large audience.

May 4 W. B.

Unlev.—On 1-ord‘s day. April 25th, tho
funeral sermon of Bro Geo McGowan was
preached by Bro. Colbourne from Sydney.
The chapel was draped with black and
wreaths. The attendance was very large,
the aisles and vestry being filled, and many
unable to get in Bro. Colbourne spoke
from Phil 1 23, and Bro Wm Burford
presided. In referring to our brother, he
said he was greatly respected by all who
knew him. He had lived in many rcsperts
a blameless life, and in an unostentatious
way had done good and helped the poor
atuund him The favourite hymn ol our
brother was sung.

T G. Slums

Point Sturt. — Occasionally it i* the
privilege of the church litre to have from
the city in our monthly visits, other than
the general routine of evangelists. Our
last was Bro. John Anderson, whose Oral
visit to this port ol the Lord's vineyard,
was on April :4th, and after tho stirring
exhortation which bo gave, basing bh re­
marks on the 2 Thes 13 we cannut but
feel proud of such a man as Uro Andersen.
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The church at Milang had the benefit of his
services in the evening, and very much ap­
preciated it, and general expression is that
Bro. Anderson will come again. A. W. I’.

Glenelg.—We arc pleased Io report in­
creasing numbers to our meetings. During
our Bro. Smith's absence to other churches

I Dunn and Timmins. Bro. McCrackett re­
plied in a short and happy speech. During
the evening several beautiful anthems and
duels were ably rendered by the choir.
After partaking of a cup of coffee and
suitable eatables the meeting closed after
singing, " To the work , we arc sonants of
God. W. J. I’.

we had to report a falling off in attendance.
Il seems very certain if we want the people
to hear the gospel, the preacher must stick
to his past. Two more sisters added to the
Lord by confession and baptism W. B.

May qth.

Unlev.—Since last report we have re­
ceived into fellowship Bro. Smith and his
daughter, from the North Adelaide Church,
and Sister Walsh from the Church at
Mitcham, and we trust that they may be a
blessing to us. and we to them in the
Master's work. Bro. J. Colbournc who ex­
changed with Bro, Green for a month, is
with us, and it reminds us of old times, to
see his bright, cheerful face. Our brother
has a lot of visiting to do, for many of the
members are laid aside with illness.

T. G. Stoker, See.

Milang.—1 am glad to report a little
movement in the work in Milang. We have
been refreshed by the presence of Bro.
Colbournc amongst us. On May 5th he
met with the church in the morning at the
breaking of bread, and in the evening he
preached a powerful gospel sermon to a full
and attentive gathering, as a result of which
one young maiden came forward and made
the good confession, while others were set
thinking. We thank Ged for this and take
courage Still labouring on in His name.

May 13. R. J. Blackwell.

VICTORIA.

1 1 . ^*lcro "an Increased
All.od.na. 1*01, n,...,„|„e anJ CK|1|

commons 1,1, Ubo„„ "
March ratb Th*-'" —- -

South Yakka.- Wc have to report two
confessions during the past fortnight; one
of these from the school Others seem
"almost persuaded." We have introduced
a new feature into our Thursday evening
meeting, in the way of occasional papers by
tome ;ol our sisters. We have to far, had
two of these, the first by Sis. Clarcy, on
"Bible Promises," and the second by Sis.
Silk, on " Christ, the Heavenly Vine.”

May 20th. Thus Haggeb <<-•

----- „ .M.»uur.g, Hie
gospel address on "What think ye of
Christ?" was listened to with rapt attention
There were no confessions, but we believe
that the teed sown will bear fruit after many
days. Ou the following Wednesday a wel­
come social was given to Bro. and Sitter
McCrackett Suitable addresses were given
by the chairman, Bro Amess, and Brethren

MlLUURA.—We have the pleasure to re­
port two more confessions last night (Lord s
day, rath inst). and will be immersed on
Wednesday evening next, the 15th inst.
Truly our Father answers the prayers of
his people. One of these was the wife of
the writer, the ether the wife of another
brother. May these be kept faithful to
death. The gospel is proving to be the
power of God for salvation in Mildura, and
we arc hoping that we will soon require a
larger room for our meetings. May the
Lord hasten the time is the prayer of

May 13. J. S , See.
------- O-------

TASHANIA.

North Hobart, —It may interest your
readers to know that since last report, we
have had three additions by faith and obedi­
ence, and arc still contending (under many
difficultics). for the faith once delivered to
the saints. I am sorry to have to add that
one of our present additions, a very promis­
ing young man from England, has had to
leave Hobart for Zeehan. Being so few in
number, we feel the loss keenly, but we
trust he may be useful in the new place he
has been called to dwell in. G S

May 7th.
------- O-------

NEW ZEALAND.

of alarm.

Invercargill.—We are pleased to state
that since last report we have added four to
our number—two restored to fellowship,
and two by letter. We have experienced
the loss of an able young brother, who
promised to be of usclul service to the
church here, but his health requiring a
warmer climate, he had to go north.

The church has just held its annual meet­
ing, which was quiet and peaceable. Though
the church roll has suffered loss during the
just year, our financial petition is looking
better than on any previous occasion, while
prospects of future work is bright.

Ross —It is now just twelve months since
any communication was forwarded to the
A. C. HtJnJarJ (rum here, having nothing of
particular interest to rend, we have re­
mained silent. We have just cloxd au
eight eight weeks’ mission. Bro T. J.
Bull, evangelist, well known in Melbourne
having been with us for the past two

months, has awakened a considerable
amount oi interest in cur locality, causing
the visiting clergymen to sound out the note
nf "Beware" Qn all previous 

occasions we have had the use of the Pres­
byterian church, but not so this lime. We
have been under the necessity of renting
the Totara hall for all our preaching
services, viz., Sunday and Tuesday evenings
of each week All through the meetings
were very well attended, and good attention
given to the very able discourses delivered
by our brother Bull. Although no im­
mediate results, yet the seed has been faith­
fully sown, and the people have had the
privilege of learning for themselves the
ancient gospel as propounded by Christ and
His apostles. And to our little church his
visit has been a season of great refreshing.
A very great hindrance to our progress in
this locality, is the want of a meeting house
to which we could invite the people to our
morning services. It is a great pity that we
should have the ground lying there idle, and
the timber wasting away while we arc so
much in need of the building. 1 have some­
times wondered if it is possible that the
times arc so bard that not one of our
brethren can possibly assist us to the ex­
tent of /50, in order to enable us to com­
plete our building. J. P. Muir, See.

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Rockdale.—We nrc glad to record that
since the Conference five precious souls
have yielded to the claims of Jesus, being
delivered from the power of darkness, and
hath been translantcd into the kingdom of
His dear Son. May the 1-ord help them
and us to be faithful unto death.

We Like this opportunity also of thanking
the brethren who have so ably assisted us
In the past to proclaim the truth as it is in
Jesus, trusting that they, with us, will not
gel weary In well doing, and that the
brethren throughout the colonics may re­
sist the spirit of compromise that is in some
places abroad, and take and heed the declar.
ation that is given to us by Jude to earnestly
contend for the faith without addition or
subtraction. May all the brethren every­
where this year be more determined than
ever to fight the good fight of faith and la)
hold on eternal life. J. McGregor-

WEST AUSTRALIA
Freemantle. — I am glad to say the

Lord’s work here is going on splendidly, °ur
morning meetings arc well attended, a"
average of 35. We have a good number 0
brethren who lake part. The church can
hold its own with any in the town. "uen
"c first began the work, the various tea*
looked upon us with pity, and though* w
should toon be a thing of the past. burn
was the tunc of their remarks to me,
time the gnat revealer of secrets.
showed them that "Truth is mighty an“
must prevail." 1 have baptised threeJatcij
who made the good coni* don, makH-b
total of 25 since 1 came here " Still il,trc.
mure to follow " Onward is our motto.
the strength of the Lord. H. to*®

May 141I1.
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OUR NEWS BUDGET.
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Superstition is ns great an enemy of faith
as doubt.

Evil is most dangerous when it looks
most like good.

Walking by faith means stepping in the
foot prints of Jesus.

You will find it impossible to kill a prin­
ciple. although you may take the life of the
men who confess that principle

All letters, Ac.. for Bro. W. W. Tomlin­
son should be addressed to Post Office,
Echuca.

Bro. Scott, "the Dipper," is still carrying
on the work at Preston River, W.A. One
immersion reported since last advices.

Bro. Tomlinson reports: "One more
young man confessed Christ and was im­
mersed • the same hour of the night' at
North Yanac on my last visit."

One confession at Lygon-st. last Sunday
evening (a daughter of Bro. Craigic’s). A
collettlon was taken up for the Melbourne
Hospital, amounting to £G 153.

Bro Houchins is rapidly improving. He
expects to be able to begin preaching in
three weeks. In the meantime Dr. Cook
will conduit the preaching services.

Bro. McCrackctt has commenced his
labours at North Melbourne. His address
is S3 Clictwy nd-strcct, North Melbourne.
We wish him a pleasant ami profitable
time in his new field.

I he Fitzroy Tabernacle S S . by reason
of having obtained the highest number of
l*oints during the recent examination has
gained the premier position. Doncaster
school comes next.

Typhoid fever seems to be very prevalent
in W.A. We hear of a large number lieing
laid aside with this disease Bro Shears
(son-in-law of Bro and Sis Ballot) has
succumbed to it. We deeply sympathise
with the family in their bereavement

The thirtieth anniversary of the Swanston
street Sunday Schoo] will be celebrated by
special sen ices on Sunday, May 26th, al 3
P m (Mr. 1*. Pittman), and at 7 (Mr. I-*. M.
LudbrouL) ; also by an entertainment on
Monday evening. May 27th. at 7.45. All
are cordially invited.

The Sunday School Union of Victoria is
making arrangements for giving a scries of
lantern leisures during the winter months
It is intended to give live Ictturct, which
s*ill afford a panoramic view of Biblical
history from Genesis to Revelations. More
particulars in future issue.

We regret to have to announce that Bro
Maston has found it necessary to go into
the Melbourne Hospital under the care of
Ur. Stirling A consultation took place
with the doctor last Tuesday. An operation
"ill probably be performed today Wo
unccrely hope that the result will be satis­
factory

Bro. Arthur Illingworth writing to us,
says: The Perth diurcb has now the help
of Bro. Symons (formerly of S. Melbourne),
who has opened in business here. Last
Sunday we had a fair meeting, of ab?ut 20.
our largest for sometime Fremantle,
baptisms every Sunday night for the last
few weeks.

\\c also hear that the following brethren
have been dotted deacons of the Perth
church —Brethren A. Bell, H. Symons
(late of South Melbourne). Butchers (Mal­
vern). Hawkesford (Lygon-st ). and A E.
Illingworth (Malvern). The preaching ser­
vices are to be taken alternately by A. E.
Illingworth and H. Symons. The brethren
arc enthusiastic and mean work.

A meeting of church officers and speaking
brethren is to *»e held on Friday, the 141I1
June, to see if improved arrangements can
be made fur the supply of the Melbourne
and suburban churches with preachers
The meeting will be held in the Swanston- ,
st. chapel at 8. The meeting is convened |
owing to a suggestion made at the late 1
Conference.

Bro A. M. I.udbrook has entered into an
engagement with the church at Brighton.
We congratulate the church upon securing
such a hard working brother, and hope that
both church and preacher will be cheered
by seeing many additions as a result
of their efforts. A welcome tea meet­
ing was held List night. Bro. Ludbrook's
address is "Ivy Dene," Williimstrcct,
Brighton.

The S.S.U. annual distribution of prizes
ami entertainment was held at Ly gon-street
on Monday evening. The audience was both
large and enthusiastic: the programme

I good but rather long. Bro J Tully occu­
pied the chair, and Bro. J. E. Laing dis­
tributed the awards. The wish expressed
in last issue was realised, for we “finisheda
good year with a good meeting. R.J D.

The church at Berwick would like to
establish in connexion with the Sunday
School a Lending Library. We hereby
appeal to Sunday Schools to spare old
books from their libraries, as we are very
short of funds No ubjettion to new books
as well. If members of churches have any
books they cm spire from their shelves, let
them remember our need. Send along to
Percy Pittman. Berwick. Vittoria

The following nofc is taken from the
Hille .IJtwJlf —“ Burma. 23rd 1 eb . 1895
Dear Bro McLintock. -On Thur day last,
the ztst of February, our first convert was
baptised into Christ, a young woman, ag< .1
19. the wife rd a min who works in th<*
mission premises Her name is Mah Myam-
tnay Since no women are admitted into
the Buddhist schools I find it ncru -ary to
teach what is lacking, in order that '.he may
read thn scriptures to her husband and
friends Jt i» a source of mudiiin ur.i ,e

ment to us, and no doubt will be to the
brethren at home to hear, that one soul has
been won for Christ from heathen darkness.
Yours in Christian love, A. E. Hudson.

Protestantism made a vigorous and laud­
able effort to rescue the Church from the
Dark Ages, to place anopen Bible in the
hinds of the people, which, in the hands of
Romish priests, remained a dead letter; the
awful corruptions of the papal hierarchy
were laid bare. But Protestantism only
effeded a tefjtmjtien of an apostate Church.
not a ffitfution of the ajioitolic Church.
The relics of a deformed church still linger
among us, such as infant baptism, rant ism,
icttariin shibboleths, mystic interpretations
oftheScriptures, regeneration by the "dirett
influence of God's spirit," without the medi­
ation of the gospel, to say nothing of a
bigoted, prescriptive settarian spirit. Prot­
estantism so far has signally failed to attain
to the full measure and complete stature of

[ Jesus the Christ.

From an Auckland (N.Z.) paper we clip
the following!—“A lively and interesting
discussion is now going on nt Newmarket
with reference to the Sabbath observance.
Last evening an address was given in the
Newmarket Hall in connexion with the
subJed by Mr. A. M. Bryden, a recent
arrival from Vittoria, and an assembly
gathered which completely crowded the
building Mr. \V. Dinnison, the Town
Clerk, presided. The address dealt at
length with the position taken up by the
Seventh Day Adventists, and being deeply
interesting and admirably given, it was
listened to very attentively At the close a
vote of thanks was accorded to the lecturer.
This evening the Seventh Day Adventists
will occupy the platform at the same hall
for the purpose of dealing with the views
enunciated by Mr. Bryden, and the Litter
will deliver another addrex. next week in
support of his position

Bro C. J Barker, of the Benevolent
Asylum, writes as follows:—"! have been
lung contemplating writing to let you
know that we have in ibis Institution a
large library of books in raised type
for the use of the blind or defective vision,
nut only for the afflitted in the asylum, but
far .my through out the colony oi Vittoria
There are two kind., viz . Braills. an j those
of the late Dr. Moon (the latter being very
easy to learn) Weltavc the Bible*. mplcle.
as wdl xs lives of eminent Christian men
and women, among them i , :u ; the life ol
late Pn Ideal Garfi LI. different hi ■ •.
and a quantity <4 other l«> ks i<x> numcr ti.
to mention Sh >uld any -4 . ur brethren or
■.liters be afflicted all they have to do is to
send word to Mr Duncan McCrae or my .It
Il in any part of the c untry the missionary
will be tent to tcavh thi as well av supply
the tn with tux L. in cither tv pc, an 1 lx 4.1
all bear in tntnd all t. In I exp c. th
Ing to pay whatever Pul any t. .ijn-g 1:1
thn city or suburbs ar I can ntt< . 1 t !.:•
A lylwn can tic t night 1- nr .1 • ! .I .
I., k,. it k,|.;*iha udc dep 1 fur the wl. •!
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Brethren Little and Tomlinson in ex­
changing circuits, are driving to their
resp:£ive fields They will probably meet
at Minyip nett Lord's day. Bra. Tomlin-
san will preach at Wcdderburn on the and
June, and Bro. Little at Kaniva on the same
date.

Bro C.G. Lawson writes from the Indian
Ocean, near Colombo, as followsJust a
line to tell of the goodness of our Heavenly
Father. •Hitherto the laird hath helped
us' The equator has been crossed, and the I
voyage has thus far been favourable The
heat has been tempered by high winds and
occasional squalls The sea has been swel­
ling, but while others, especially ladies,
have been again sick I have been wonder­
fully free. The last first day in addition to
our own meeting for worship and the S
School in the second saloon. I had an oppor­
tunity of going into the third class, and
addressed the children and gave them
tickets to their enjoyment. There is a Mr.
Bowser, a Baptist preacher from Queens­
land, who knew Bro. D A. Ewers. He
preached yesterday, or rather the day
before—the aSth; subjed : Romans 6. last
verse—"The wages of sin Is death, but the
gift of Cod is eternal life in Christ Jesus.'
At the evening preaching in second saloon,
on account of weather there was a less
attendance To-day there is an capcdalion
of getting ashore al Colombo. There is
much to do in conversing and telling the
story of the cross. I ask for the prayers of
my brethren on my feeble attempts. Pray­
ing the blessing of the Lord on all the
faithful."

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.

PAGE.—Our brother J. T. Page, one of
the deaconsol the church at Enmote, has
lx.cn suddenly called away from us. Some
wrtks ago he caught the influenza, and has
since then been more or less complaining,
but we had no suspicion 0! such a fatal ter­
mination of hi* trruble. On Thursday, the
9th he was moving about at his dally work
The following day he kept his bed, and the
diktor was called in to see him. AH
through the next night he wav restless and
slept little, and early Saturday morning,
witbout any warning, or even a word of
farewell, he fell order p He did not leave
much testimony to show “how he died,"
but he did a great deal better than that -
he lest unmistakable testimony to show A .
I.t AjJ litfj His light was not hidden >
Those who met him in church or at week ;
knew that he was a Chjhtlan *' How did l
he die?" way be im|xjrtant -sometimes I
But II Is not very reliable The palm and !
aniieticv that usually attend dissolution
may upset your calculations, and then you
are thrown back upon the far mote reliable '

question, How did he live ? The man who
lives well will die well whatever " testi­
mony " he leaves And the one whose life
has not lx-en in touch with the Divine will
leave a false record if his death be disguised
in sanciimousness. Our Sister Page has
our profonnd sympathy in her hour oi trial.
For while we know "it is well "with our
brother, the chair is vacant and the heart
Is sad. C. W.

FERGUSON -On the :6th April, after a
long period of weakness and close confine­
ment to her house, our aged Sister Ferguson
of the church in Peel st. Brllarat East, was
called away to rest Our sister was born in
Perthshire, Scotland, and was 77 years of
age. While united with the Presbyterian
Church she was led to see the way of the
Lord more pcrfeGly, and was laptiscd by
Bro. M. W. Green at Castlcmaine about :8
years ago All who knew her besides her
family circle bear testimony to her consist­
ent life and gentle character; and as we
laid her tn the grave we could truly say, it
was •• in sure and certain hope of a glorious
resuncdlon." We sincerely sympathise
with our brother and bis family in their
bereavement, and in the words of the poet
wc would say:

Though loved and lost.
Not ours the pang of those

Wbo»e eath born grief no heavenly balsan
knows;

We would not call her spirit from that home.
Where sin assails her not.
And sorrow- cannot come "

W Ramage, Sec.

NEW BOOKS

"An Outline of Bible History." by B.
A. Dean. AM. Professor of History in
Hiram College. Standard Publishing Co..
Cincinnati, U S A . and Austral Publishing
Co. Melbourne

This is a well gotten up book of about
200 pages, neatly bound in cloth, and pub­
lished at one dollar. From the introduction
wc learn that "The work was originally
prepared as Notes of IcAurcs to Advanced
Preparatory students in Hiram College. In
re-writing for publication, the original pur­
pose has not been lost sight of, while the
larger world ul busy Bible students in the
Sunday school and the home, has been con­
tinually held in view." It is a helpful book
and worth having.
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