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Current Topics.
IE SEVEN SEALS OF
GOD ON THE BIBLE.—
The foregoing is the title of a
lecture delivered by Dr. A.

T. Pearson and published in the
Christian Counnoiivtalth, extracts front
which will form the Current Topics
for this month. The idea of the
lecturer is that God’s seal of attesta­
tion upon His Word should be on
its surface, in the sight of all, like
the seal of a royal document. There
arc many seals upon God's Word,
from these are selected seven, the
number of completeness.

T^ROI’l I ECY.— Prophetic pre-
dirlion, the seal of divine
omniscience, is enough, of

■ If, to nrcr<dit the Bible a a
• h in- linjk. All prophecy is not
necessarily inspired, for intelligence
and sagacity may often forecast the
future from a knowledge of the past.
History repeals itself and human
nature is the same in all ages. But
predictions of remote events, minute
tn detail, novel in combination, and
unintelligible until fulfilled, appeal
to our instim is as proofs of a super­
natural knowledge.

As every single prediction may or
may not prove true, it has at most
only a half chain of fulfilment. Con­
sequently the moment a prophecy
embraces two particulars, we enter
thcjrcalni of compound probability,
and the chance uf both proving ac­

curate is one-fourth, and so every
additional item reduces the fraction
by one-half. What shall be said of
prophecies of Nineveh, Babylon,
Moab, Egypt, Tyre, etc., which em­
braced from twenty to forty par­
ticulars ? And above all, how can
we account for the vast mass of
Messianic prophecy, which embraces
333 particulars ? To estimate the
fra .lion of probability that all these
minutiai will meet in one person at
one time, we must raise one-half of
its 352nd power—;.r., one eighty-fifth
billionth. In other words, there is
but one chance in eighty-five thou-
-and millions!

y*’l STORY.— Philosophical his-
|-V lory is the seal of divine pro-

vj) vidcncc. The Bible repre-1
sents time as a creation of God. As
He made tin* worlds and framed
creation together, so he made and

I framed the structure of the ages.
History is His story, developing His
divine plan. There is a progress in
the ages; they are cycles, revolving
about Him as a fixed centre. In
the Won! of God we have presented
a distinct type of history, beginning
with man's creation and fall, reveal­
ing a series of dispensations, experi­
mental in character and all demon­
strating man's utter failure at self-
help even under the most advan­
tageous circumstances. Hr was
tried under conviction without a
written law, and failed; under con­
science with a written law and failed
again; under both these with the
living Christ, and again he failed

Now he has conscience, law, the
Gospel, and the Holy Spirit, and
still the world is alien from God.
And the Word of God plainly pre­
dicts another dispensation, when, in

1 addition to all these advantages,
Satan is to be bound, and a mil-
lenimn of opportunity be granted,
with wider spread Gospel privileges,
higher type of saintship, and greater
facilities for self-recovery; an 1 yet a
terrific, world-wide revolt is predicted
even at the end of the millennium
(Rev. 20 : 8). Nowhere else is the
key supplied that unlocks the mys­
teries of history: it seems hopelessly
eccentric, until the Word of God
makes it concentric and consistent.

H E SUPER NAT U RAL. —
Supernatural works ar< the

V seal of Divine Omnipotence.
The Bible is the record of miracles,
and they arc on a scale consistent
with its holy mission. Compare the
legendary miracles of saints and see
the vast gulf of separation. Christ's
miracles are wonders not of power
only but of love, exhibiting a moral
character and attributes. They arc
manifestly typical: they show Christ’s
power to forgive sins and to heal all
moral disease and deformity. They
are essential seals of God's energy in
the moral and spiritual sphere. We
may pass by all others and fix atten­
tion on the miracle of our Lord’s
resurrection. No event of all hi: lory
is better authenticated. To doubt
it is to question all historic records
and human testimony. In Whatcly's
acute cs>ay on “Doubts concerning
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the existence of such a man as N.
Bonaparte," he simply applied the
arguments adduced against the real­
ity of Christ's life, to current events,
and showed that they would make
all belief dependent on the mere
probability of a record. The essay
was a rfduflio ad abjurJttin. Now, if
after three days, Christ rose from
the dead, was seen for forty days by
chosen witnesses, ate and drank
with them, conversed with them
about the mysteries of His kingdom,
appeared to above 500 at once, and
finally ascended in full view of His
disciples, no other miracle becomes
impossible or improbable, for the
greater includes the less. He there­
fore made the whole foundations of
the faith to rest on His resurrection
ns the indispcnsiblc sign that He
was to be accredited as the Son of
God. And the power that raised
Him from the dead henceforth be­
comes the unit of measurement. God
can do anything for the believer,
since He is the same who accom­
plished this stupendous miracle I 

yrNITY.—Structural unity is the
seal of Divine Omnipresence.
The Bible was not made in a

day. Hundreds of years stretch
between its beginning and its end,
and scores of men in different ages,
lands, and circumstances contributed
to its completeness. Who superin­
tended all this work ? I low comes
such singular symmetry of plan ?
Each testament consists essentially
of three parts in a definite order—a
historic basis, a prophetic middle,
and an apocalyptic apex. Each
book among the sixty-six has a mis­
sion : not one is purposeless, and no
two cover the same ground, even
“Kings" and “Chronicles." The
four gospels are like four sides of a
building—all needed to complete the
view. The various parts of the
Bible fit into each other like joints
of a living body—each complements
the other and every other. Leviticus
explains Hebrews, Genesis corre­
sponds to John, Joshua to Adis,
Daniel to Revelation, &c. There 

is no foreign matter in this mar­
vellous book, yet the individual
builders could not have assured such
a divine completeness. Who did, if
not the living God, whose omnipres­
ent superintendence made it easy,
under such an architcifl, to insure the
conformity of the whole structure to
one original plan, and the adjustment
of each part to the purpose of the
whole? Of late also such men as
Dr. Bullinger have turned attention
to the numerical structure revealing
a mathematical proportion hitherto
undreamed of by most readets.

CCURACY.—General
acy is the seal of
Truthfulness. Men

accur-
Divine
are at

work now, as always hitherto, with
microscopic scrutiny searching to
find Haws in the Word of God. Yet
where is an untruth taught? With­
out being professedly a scientific
book, and composed before one of
the sciences had reached any mature
certainties, how is it that the scien­
tific errors and blunders that make
all other sacred book ridiculous are
none of them found here ? Who
taught the writer of Genesis the
order of creation and even of com­
parative anatomy; who taught Jere­
miah, long before telescopes were
known, that the stars that the naked
eye cannot see arc infinitely more
numerous than the visible host, and 1
taught Job, millenniums before
Wacdlcr, where the hinges lie on
which the universe of stars turn ?
Who led these ignorant men to use
terms that now accommodate them­
selves to the universal law of motion
and gravitation, the nature of light,
and the circulation of the blood?
Let any modern infidel account for
the mistakes that Moses did not
make! Here is a phenomenon in­
deed. A Book, begun in the dawn
of history, completed when science
was yet in infancy, while men were
feeling alter the truth discovered
during the last five centuries; yet
every new discovery of undoubted
fad or truth finds the Word of God
in harmony with itself; and the 

more carefully it is studied the more
the harmony appears. We are con­
strained to exclaim, “Hath not Thy
hand made all these things?" 

f^THICS.—Ethical perfection is
the seal of Divine Righteous­
ness. Let us remember that

human standards of morals have
never been faultless. Custom has
sanctioned in every land downright
enormities, such as parricide, infan­
ticide, religious prostitution, bloody
and brutal games, torture, cannibal­
ism, etc. But in the Bible we have
not only a faultless code, but the
standard by which even a perverted
conscience can be corrected and re­
adjusted. Human systems, like the
magnet, have their variations; but
the Word of God is the fixed polar
star, regulating all else but needing
no regulation. The moral and spiri­
tual teaching of this Book shows a
divine righteousness behind it. It
is pure winnowed wheat; nothing
else approaches it for sublime con­
ceptions of God and man, of holiness
and heaven, of motive and duty.
Not only so, but it could have bor­
rowed from no other source, since its
originality forbids; it contains new
ideas of love, humility, forgiveness,
grace, righteousness, faith, spiritual­
ity, salvation. Its code is so com­
plete that it not only reduces all duty
to a decalogue, but a single law of
love.

PRACTICAL BENEFITS.—
J. Practical benefit is the seal of

Divine Benevolence. Here
alone is actual practical power to
make men what they should be.
Other books inform, some systems
of morality may help to reform, but
this book transforms. Botany, his­
tory, chemistry, philosophy — can
any man find salvation in these ?
What a claim is that which the
Word of God asserts. “ Of his o« n
will begat He us with the word of
truth." There is here regenerate e
energy. Wherever the Bible gocS

I it uplifts and renews individual an*
I social life. Isaac Newton gives a 
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list of nine social enormities and
deformities: poligamy, infanticide,
divorce, wars, brutal games, prosti­
tution, caste, torture, slavery — and
shows how every one of these has
disappeared just so far as the Gospel
prevails. Alas, for human folly 1
that objections so shallow and
superficial should obscure the faith
that would accept the Bible as the
Book of God bearing His sevenfold
seal I God can do no more than
attest His Word, and this He has
abundantly done. To attempt to
destroy this testimony is to attempt
to quench the stars with a watering
pot, or roll back the sun at his
rising.
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THE RESURRECTION.

No. 3.
'V N considering the historical cvi-
•tl dence regarding the Resurrec­

tion, it would scarcely be fitting to
leave out of consideration the fact
of the coming into existence of a day
specially set apart to celebrate this
great cardinal fa6t of Christianity.
The first day of the w< ek is now
observed throughout all the so-called
Christian lands, and is known among
Christians as the Lord's day.
can trace back the observance of 

this day, as a day set apart for wor­
ship, from the present time to the
days of the Apostles. The record is
unbroken. Every century bears its
weekly testimony to the resurrection
of Christ. In profane history such
testimony would be regarded as con­
clusive. The fatfl that Americans
celebrate the fourth of July in mem­
ory of gaining their national inde­
pendence is on all hands considered
sufficient proof of the fatfls alleged
to have taken place in connexion
with that great event. But it would
appear that sacred history must be
submitted to severer tests than those
applied to profane. Fortunately it
can stand the severest and most
critical analysis. The great central
fad, which is now under our con­
sideration, does not rest upon one
line of evidence only, but upon
several, any one of which would be
sufficient of itself to establish its
truth, but when all are taken toge­
ther, they make the resurredion of
Jesus the Gibraltar of the Christian
religion.

The institution of the Lord’s day
must, however, be allowed to have
its due weight as an evidence in
favor of this great historic event.
In the opinion of the best critics,
“ No evidence of the power and
reality of a belief can be less open
to suspicion than that which is de­
rived from public services, which, as
far as all evidence reaches, were
contemporaneous with its origin,
and uninterruptedly perpetuated
throughout the body which holds
it.” “ Amongst these public ser­
vices," says Maclear, “ none is more
striking than the observance amongst
all Christian nations of * the Lord’s
day.’” However the observance of
this particular day may have origin­
ated, here it is. It has lasted through
more than eighteen hundred years.
It has survived many storms and
revolutions. During these centuries
the mo.t divine political systems 

have been established and over­
thrown. Empires, dynasties, and
kingdoms have passed away. New
worlds have been discovered. The
very languages which were spoken
during the early period of these cen­
turies have given place to others.
Habits, manners, modes of thought,
theories, opinions, and philosophies
have changed. But the observance
of this day, ‘the first day of the
week' as a day set apart for reli­
gious worship, still survives. Ex­
cept for a brief period of madness
during the reign of terror in France,
the observance has shown no dis­
continuance, and has won for itself
the reverent acquiesence of some of
the greatest intellects the world has
ever seen.” The origin and con­
tinual observance of this remarkable
day must therefore be accounted for.
In doing so, it must be remembered
that its observance began among
Jews, in their own land. This fatfl
is significant when the history and
traditions of the Jewish people are
born in mind. No ordinary occurr­
ence would cause them to make a
radical change in their worship, or
set apart a day to the worship of
any other than the God of their
fathers. It is evident that some
event had happened which caused
them to regard Jesus as something
more than “a prophet in deed and
word." Never in their history had
they honoured any of their prophets,
even the most revered, by naming a
day after them, much less offering
them worship on such a day. Re­
member, moreover, the profound
reverence in which the Sabbath was
held, and consider what the char­
acter of the event must have been
which allowed a successful rival to
stand by its side. Remember that
their forefathers had allowed them­
selves to be butchered rather than
defend themselves against their
enemies on the Sabbath. Since
those days, reverence for the Sab­
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bath had not become less but had
grown in power. It may, therefore,
well be said, to quote the words of
Newman Smyth, “a wonderful revo­
lution was wrought in the transfer­
ence of the sanflity of their Sabbath
to the Lord's day. The Christian
Sunday is still the great circum­
stantial proof of the rcsurrcdlion
upon the first day of the week which
naturally, spontaneously, without
conflict and without discussion, so
readily that hardly a trace remains
of the process by which it was
accomplished, did change the whole
religious habit and the most sacred
associations of Jews exceedingly
tenacious of their old traditions.
There is nothing accidental in his­
tory—the light which put the glory
of the Sabbath in the shade was the
glory of the risen Lord."

It was not without reason that
John spoke of the first day of the
week as the Lord's day, or that we
find it spoken of hard after the days
of the apostles as the “ Lord's day
of the Lord " (sec Didacke). The
new dispensation has its new day,
and its Lord is the risen Christ. We
conclude this line of thought by
quoting again from Maclcar: “ How
comes it to pass that wc find after
the hopeless ignominy of the scene
on Calvary, one like Paul could have
been induced to transfer to the first
day of the week the sacrcdness of
the Sabbath of the Mosaic law, and
on it to celebrate the Lord's Supper,
which, tictfl cn u:t lu/psitien, com­
memorated the complete disappoint­
ment of the Christian body ? What
could have induced John to call this
first day of the week the Lord's day ?
which could only, tmtjd on one iufto-
uticii, serve to remind him and the
Asiatic churches of a terrible and
tragical reversal of all his expecta­
tions as to the setting up of his
Master's kingdom ? I say, txctft («

iu/faitun. What is this? Ex­
cept on the supposition that after 

the scene on Calvary some event
took place as certain and as historic­
ally true as the death there enabled,
glorious enough to transfigure the
desolation of that scene, and power­
ful enough to turn all its sorrow and
shame into joy and triumph." And,
wc ask, what other event could
do this but the resurredion of
Christ ? Well might Professor Free­
man say : “ The miracle of miracles,
greater than dried up seas and
cloven rocks, was when Augustus,
himself a god to the subjcdls of
Rome, bent himself to become the
worshipper of a crucified provincial
of his empire." Yes, a miracle in­
deed, if the concluding words of
Freeman were all that could be
said, but not so, when in the “cruci­
fied provincial" wc recognise the
KING, triumphant over death—
the grisly monarch before whom
all the Crcsars bowed their stately
heads.

Editorial Notes.
Endeavour Societies-1 he

certain!) make
‘gained.

Vuunjj People .

'Vc have
Hu children Ua1iI> l.

-............-‘-6 ‘ «>P‘e *society into antagonism with the cbuich."
The Ministry ot buttering—There is

lway» a bright tide lo sullcnng, Uli we
otnc to the nt«« 

Ccnr.cnaialth throws out the following
warning in regard to the altitude of the
Endeavour Society "Every church ought
to be a Christian Endeavour society, but
what the churches cug At tu It and what they
an are very diflercnl matters. Sometime*
a church may be saved by starling an
aggressive force in it. This is what vve
understand to be the main purpose of the
Y I'.b C E. Surely no one ought to object
to this. Al the same lime it is well to
guard agaiu-.t possible danger. Wc may
still quote with advantage the proverb which
says; • Old men for council, young men for
war.' Wc should like lo know that at least
the church officers are always included in
the councils of the koung People's Society.
it may be said that -------

chastisement, but vve arc most certainly
convinced that God will use our sufferings
for our good and His glory, that is if vve
will allow Him to do so. Deep bodily afflic­
tion certainly shows us the frailty and un­
certainty of human life. When the doftor
comes and tells us that some well-known
disease is deep seated in our frame, it makes
the world look very small. Bodily weak­
ness brings out our apppreciation of the
ministry of those around us. When strong
and well wc think but little of the many­
little ads which arc so much appreciated by
those afilifted in body Sickness gives us a
keener appreciation of human sympathy.
Not only do wc learn to love those who
minister dircftly to our wants, but It draws
out the sympathies of others towards us,
and wc learn in this way to appreciate
more and more the influence of the Christ
life on others. Aflliftion will come sooner
or later to the most of us ; let us not mur­
mur or complain but allow Him who knows
all to use it to our good.

Papal Tactics. -The Christi.m Fran/jr-
Hit in the following extraft, wittily sets forth
the double dealing of the Romish hierarchy:
— " The vicegerent of God on earth,” Leo
XIII, sat in his office in the Vatican, it
was his busy day, for he had been diftating
to his secretary his encyclical letter to the
American people. The letter was complet­
ed, and the secretary read it over aloud.
What a spirit of solicitude lor the |>crpctuity
of our free government and free institutions
was breathed in every line ! How fervently
the Holy l-'atherassurcsusthat the hierarchy
claimed no right to interfere with the laws
of the land, but was subject to the powers
that be! - With what benign saccharinity
He intimated that neither he or any of his
subordinate prelates had the least idea of
endeavoring to control or influence the
thoughts or afts of Roman Catholics in
temporal affairs! The secretary finished
' 'Tis well,' said his Holiness. • Are thctc
any further matters requiring our pontificial
attention ?' The secretary humbly brought
to his Master's notice the trouble in Manit­
oba over the school question, and closed by
saying that some of the faithful had so far
forgotten themselves as lo favor and advo­
cate public schools. • What,’ exclaimed
His Papal ExaJtcdnes, • have they dared?
Scire quickly thy pen and write to our
Lyal Arch-bishop 1'Angcvinc. Command
him in our name to declare that whosoever 

arc no longer Catholics, but
■fallen angels,' perhaps, bmftr

tolerates the public schools and fails to
support and patronize the parochial tnstitU’
tions shall becxcommunicatcd nnd occurs
Got that t Now append our apostolic sc •
and despatch it at once.* And it was done-
cun a» he had commanded. And so the

edift has gone forth that tho.e
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Methodist Union. — Our Methodist
friends are making a great effort to bring
about a union of •• the great Methodist
Family " in Australia. Last night an im­
mense union meeting was held in Wesley
Church, at which the Adling Governor oi
South Australia presided Tin Southern
Grots, speaking of this meeting, says:—
" Our Wesleyan friends are making exten­
sive preparations for the demonstration on
behalf of Methodist union which is to be
held in Wesley Church next Wednesday
evening. Wesley Church has witnessed
many memorable gatherings, but perhaps
none more striking, and none which more
certainly had with it the general sympathy
of all the Churches, than that over which
the Lieut.-Governor of South Australia is
to preside next Wednesday. There are no
theological difficulties in the way of Metho­
dist union ; there are no ecclesiastical diffi­
culties ; it may be said, even, that there are
no financial difficulties. For, though union
may. for a short time, bring with it some
new burden.., no co.t can really bo • o cruel
as that of division. As shedding light upon
the Methodist problem, we publish else­
where the first of a couple of articles show­
ing how the Presbyterian Churches refused
to perpetuate divisions which, in this new
land had ceased to have any d'.'tre.
How much union has done for Presbyter­
ianism it would be difficult to express in
terms of arithmetic; but it it certain that. ;
if in every Melbourne subutb an I ci.tv ;
country town hip tin re vu-re three or lour
rival Presb) tertan Church' . rxhlin; ide
b) ..ide, the burden <-.! the p "pl'1 would be
instantly trebled, the : cde of Mini aerial
salaric. would ■•hritik. and th: whale public
inlluu.i.* uf the Pre,b>tuiui Chun It would
be shattered The Fie bji-ii.m Chuich vl 

union really nu<i>, however, is to have tome
dame of generous sentiment on its behalf
kindled, and the meeting in Wesley Church
may be rexsonably exjxxtcd to accomplish
this.

Terms of Fellowship.—We agree with
the Punter •• that confusion arises from the
want of a clear definition of word , used in
controversy;" but as to where the "confu­
sion" in this easels to be found,the intelligent
reader will probably decide for liimu.ll. I he
explanation given by the Ti. n/.r evades the
question at i'-ue, which is. Is it right for
the church to take money from the pious
unimmersej - 'Jhi. i-. the quistion which
first of all require . to be settled, after which
It will be in order to enquire whclb. r tin-
- Il. Ihh .1, ; .. tl d 1 •! ■
*h»p amongst uurxclvca 1 he latter que .lion

have not touched upon and have no |

intention of doing so at the present time,
so that anything the Pioneer may say on this
matter is, so far as we are concerned, beside
the mark. In our previous issue vve drew
attention to the statement ol one of the
Pioneer't correspondents, viz , •• that the
acceptance of voluntary contributions from
the pious unimmersed is a practical abandon­
ment of our plea." There is nothing here
about unanimity amongst ourselves, and
therefore to enlarge upon this phase of the
question, and talk about w hat has been said
in regard to it is not to the point
The question before us is — Is the
acceptance of voluntary contributions from
the pious unimmer.cd a practical abandon­
ment of our plea ? The Pioneer says that
such a position is absurd, but instead of
proving it to be so. it supplies an argument
which proves the correctness of its corres­
pondent's position. It is immaterial to us
in what connection it used the statement
that •’ the terms of salvation are the terms
of fellowship." All that wc claimed was
that the uvrds tkemielvee supplied a valid
argument in favour ol the position taken by
its correspondent. Now wc ask the Pioneer
to look the position straight in the face. Is
it true or not that " the terms of salvation
arc the terms of fellowship"? If it be true,
then wc maintain that as one of the terms
ol salvation is immersion, only those im­
mersed have a right to fellowship. And as
the Pioneer has defined" the fellowship" as
" the oneness ol spirit and effort which

I bound the first Christians to each other"
and the contribution as •• one development
of Christian fellowship or communion" (see
Pioneer, Jan. t|), it must be quite evident
that it excludes the pious unimmersed from
fellowship or else it must alter the terms of
salvation, and in doing so practically aban­
don our plea.

Open Column.
-----------;o:----------

WHEREIN WE DIFFER
FROM THE

PLYMOUTH BRETHREN.
----- o------

While perplexed to know why I
should be selci'lcd to write upon this
topic, I advance upon the task with
the consolation that if 1 simply
sketch an outline or .1 few guiding
Inn > is a basis of work, skilful hands
will complete tintask; if the outline
be defective, the same hands will
erase it; if 1 C,UI l,ut :uccect*

the foundation is <»f bad matin..
will be demolished by uilicisin.

I In national warfare, the conflid is
I frequently between those who know
not the reason why they fight; the

I Frenchman hates the German for
no other reason than that he is a
Frenchman and the other is a Ger­
man. So in religious conflict. Bitter
strife—which, by the way, should
not exist in spiritual warfare—fre­
quently appears, while no further
reason can be given than that the
one is a Plymouth Brother and the
other a Jerusalem one. This should
not be. If we must fight, we should
know the grounds of the contention,
otherwise we may often be found to
be fighting against Jehovah.

The two parties f am to compare
appear, to a casual or superficial
observer, to be so similar that they
are frequently mistaken one for the
other. As in material matters, so in
religious. Things that at a distance
appear to closely resemble each other
ate often found to be very dissimilar
when brought closely together. I
contend that when the differences to
be considered are well understood,
such a mistake as failing to identify
the one body from the other is
impossible. And here let me say
that it is a matter of regret that
amongst the Disciples so many arc
entirely ignorant of these differences
and unable to give a reason why the
parties arc not one.

Let me say that I visited a leading
Plymouth Brother to gain informa­
tion concerning the dodlrine of his
church, who made my ears the
funnel into which he poured such
a heterogeneous conglomeration of
theology that flatly co nt rad idled the
statements of every other brother I
had met, that 1 left him, despairing
of getting accurate verbal informa­
tion. From literature recommended
as orthodox by leading brethren 1
glean the following:

The people mis-calltd “Plymouth
Brethren’’ were first formed into a
religious community in Plymouth,
England, in the year 1830. Mr.
Darby, formerly a “clergyman” of
the Established Church of Inland,
settled for a time in Plymouth and
zealously propagated his theories,
resulting in a large number leaving
the various denominations ami unit­
ing with him, among whom were
Mr. B. W. Newton and Mr. J. L.
Harris, both “ clergymen ” of the
Chuich of England.

Soon after their formation division
ensued. Darby lid one scdliori,
Newton another, and George Midler
of Bn itol another. To day th. y ar®
split up into six or .evert patties,
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nearly all of then) excommunicating
one another. Such is the vacillating
disposition of their leaders that many
avow now that their chief teaching
of years ago destroys the gospel.
There is scarcely a religious body in
existence that has been cursed with
so much internal strife as the breth­
ren, the sad part of it being the
trivial character of the matters over
which they have divided.

There arc many importart things
in which we are agreed. Upon what
are termed the evangelical dodrincs
of holy writ—too well understood to
require explanation here — there is
uniform faith. Among matters upon
which we are agreed are the follow­
ing t—

1st. 'I he observance of the Lord s
supper on the first day of every week.

2nd. The repudiation of all sec­
tarian names, both parties being
content with scripture names. And
here let me point out that the Breth­
ren disclaim the prefix “ Plymouth"
by which they are generally known,
and arc certainly to be commended
for their determined stand against
many of the corruptions of the scdls
around and for their earnestness in
the gospel proclamation.

3rd. The renunciation of the one-
man system, and encouragement of
mutual ministry in teaching, exhort­
ing, ringing and praying.

In these and minor matters there
is agreement, brought about, not by
imitation, but by following the teach­
ing of the apostles of Christ; and
such conformity might prove the
basis of a happy union, but for serious
doctrinal differences existing. These
we will now consider.

1st. The Brethren believe and
teach that the Church of God is in
rwini. The Northern Witneu says:
“'1 he church as entrusted to human
responsibility has failed. Broken,
corrupted, marred, led away by the
error of the wicked, it has fallen
from its steadfastness. . . . Were it
not for the Church of the living God
indwelt by the Holy Ghost, broken
and marred and divided as it is,
neither manuscripts nor bibles, etc.,
would stand against the mighty
current of error and infidelity." An­
other writer says: “ The camp has
gut wrong; the sheep of God are
scattered ; the Church—once beauti­
ful, united, heavenly-—has lost its
character and is cut oil." This is a
melancholy picture. Mark what it
means. 1 he Church made up of a
mass of broken, maned and divided
matt rial I The Holy Spirit dwelling
in a ruined, broken and shattered

temple! I need not here comment
much upon this unfeasible view.
The Disciples, not content with re­
presenting this confused mass and
these broken fragments as being the
Church of God, hold that the Church
is a unit—the "one body"; and that
unity, not division, is its essential
quality. They recognise that the
word ecclesia, translated “ church,"
means a callcd-out assembly, and
arc unable to regard the sects as so
many parts of one church. A di­
vided body, both in natural and
spiritual spheres, is death—death to
the parts separated. It is separation

a matter to be left to the individual
conscience of believers. Hence they
have amongst them those who
sprinkle and those who immerse,
those who rantizc their babies and
those who are baptised as believers,
and some who are not baptised at all.
The Disciples are perfectly agreed
upon the matter. Although it is un­
necessary in your presence to define
our dodirine in this respedt, 1 must
conform to the requirements of our
question and briefly state that wc
hold that sprinkling is not baptism,
and that Christian baptism cannot
be administered to an infant; that

only one thing,JuOuC. They hold and teach it to be

from the living head. Sec Eph. 4.
But to admit that the Church can
be rent apart by many factions and
still be indwelt by the Holy Spirit is
to oppose all the analogies and repre­
sentations of the Word of God. In­
stead, therefore, of mourning over a
broken church, the Disciples rejoice
in being members of the "one body,"
and call upon all who love the Lord
to come out of sectarianism and
unite as the Church of the living God.

And, by the way, to represent the
Church as a failure is to reflect upon
the wisdom ofGod and foreknow ledge
of Christ, for Jesus said: “Upon
this rock I will build my church, and
the gates of hell shall not prevail
against it." But according to the
Brethren the gates of hades have
prevailed against it, and if we look
for the Church either in the hier-
archal systems of the past or amongst
the sects of the present, we must
inevitably arrive at the same con­
clusion. But if we look for it amongst
the despised and persecuted people
of God who have been found in all
ages of the Christian era striving to
"guard the unity of the spirit," and
“contending earnestly for the faith
once delivered to the saints," we
shall then be satisfied that the fair
ship launched on Pentecost, 1800
years ago, has never been wrecked,
much less broken to pieces.

2nd. Tne Brethren hold and prac­
tice mixed communion. Baptism is
not regarded as a condition of fellow­
ship at the Lord's table. It matters
not whether a person has been

an adult, or whether baptism has
been administered at all; it forms
no criterion of fitm ss for communion
at 'the Lord's supper. Comment
here it. needless. All are well ac­
quainted with our diik rentes in this

baptism is immersion, not a mere
physical a<fl, but requiring faith in
Christ by the subject to make it
Christian baptism, and hence it
ought never to be administered in
purpose—for it cannot be in fadl—to
babies. They teach that it is the
bounden duty of every believer in
the Lord Jesus Christ, without ex­
ception, to be immersed, where it is
possible. They believe it to be
wrong to make the Word of God
bend to men's conscience, but that
conscience must conform to the
scriptures.

4th. But perhaps the broadest line
of division between the Brethren and
the Disciples is made by their opposite
views of the design of baptism. The
latter hold that baptism, when joined
with faith and repentance, is a means
of pardon. The Brethren, on the
contrary, hold this to be a damnable
dodtrinc, and all who believe and
teach it the emissaries of Satan.
I hey believe that a man is justified
by faith alone in the blood of Christ;
according to them, "Doing is a
deadly thing, doing ends in death."
In this it is very easy to sec that
their position is inconsistent with
itself. Although a man may have
nothing to do but to believe, still to
believe is to do something, a very
hard something too with some men.

eir view is the outcome of a
failure to distinguish between two
very simple truths of holy writ. It

® Uue t,at Wc can 1,0 nothing to
' l>°Vr sa^val*on» for Calvary
! that In this both parties

n a.KI - • a,ul therefore the Brcth-
mi-1, nr lne*cusablc in persistently

, ’’ ‘"""K ll* Dibciplcs as
K Ovation," Salva-

■ l th "ut while true. ike
true that l'lual|y

1 Ucuieit. ‘1° >u
Hole question turns
,e tinner must do
or more than one
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thing; but enough of this, for all
present are conversant with scrip­
tures proving the faith alone theory
to be false, and representing baptism,
to a believing penitent, as a divinely
appointed condition of salvation.

5th. Scarcely less vital to the
Brethren are their views of the
work of the Holy Spirit. These
arc held so firmly as to pre­
clude the possibility of union with
any who differ from them. They
hold—(1) That it is the work of the
Spirit by personal and immediate
impaiT to convert the soul. The
W ord of God, apart from the Spirit’s
quickening power, is a “dead letter."
The sinner is dead in trespasses and
sins, and needs the Spirit's quickening
power as much as did the dry bones
of Ezekiel's vision. (2) They believe
that the Holy Spirit presides over
the meetings of the assembly. A
human president over the church is
a gross insult to God. In a work
called “Christ the Centre" we read,
“ Enter an assembly of any of the
denominations of the present day—
the presidency of the Holy Ghost is
forgotten ; a man fills his place."
“No one," says “Worship and
Ministry," “ must take any part but
that which the Holy Ghost assigns.
Liberty of ministry is liberty for the
Holy Ghost to acfl by whomsoever
He will." “We meet on the princi­
ple that God the Holy Ghost alone
has a right to speak by whom He
will." In this the Brethren greatly
resemble the Quakers. When assem­
bled it is usual to wait in silence a
considerable time between each exer­
cise for the Spirit to move them.
The reign of the Holy Ghost in their
persons and assemblies is the all and
in all with many of them; hence
their ideas, words and aClions, in or
out of the assembly, and sometimes
even the toothache or a pain in the
cheek or anywhere else, arc equally
looked upon as being admonitions or
premonitions of the Holy Ghost.

The Disciples' views of the Spirit
arc briefly—That convidlion and
conversion are the product of the
Word of God, the sinner co-operating
by believing. They deny that there

need of special Spirit power to
make the Word effectual; that the
sinner is so dead in trespasses and
-ins as to be incapable of belief with­
out a direct action of the Spirit, for
the Word is said to “ quicken,
"beget," “convert the soul," ‘‘give
light and understanding." It is the
“hammer" that breaks the rocky
k'-art; it is “power of God unto
salvation," “the sword of the Spirit

“ quick and powerful," a “ discerner
ol the thoughts and intents of the
heart." It is the lamp that guides,
the milk that nourishes, the strong
meat that strengthens. Thus the
work of conversion is ascribed to the

I Word, but the work of the Spirit is
I not ignored. We cannot separate
the Holy Spirit from His Word.
He alone is responsible for it, and to
Him is the glory of its fruits.

On the work of the Spirit in the
church there is also a marked differ­
ence of views. The Disciples believe
as firmly as the Brethren in the
presence ol the Holy Spirit in the
assembly. They also believe in the
Spirit's indwelling in the heart of the
Christian. They hold that the Spirit
intercedes for the Church, sheds
abroad the love of God in the heart,
imparls joy and comfort to the be­
lieving soul, but they deny that the
miraculous gifts of the Spirit are
imparled to-day as in apostolic times;
hence the idea that the Holy Spirit
presides over and directs the assem­
bly in the immediate manner which
the Brethren suppose that He does
is held to be a great mistake. As to
special revelations, they hold that
proof is entirely wanting to support
the notion. As a matter of universal
experience it may be safely affirmed
that nothing new is ever made known
beyond whatisfound in the Scriptures
of truth, and every item of divine
knowledge by which the Church is
built up and sanctified comes from
the same source. As far as known
to us, the Word of God is the sole
instrument of knowledge, guidance,
comfort and sanctification used by
the Spirit of God. Il is needless
here to adduce proofs of the cessation
of the immediate and supernatural
work of thu Spirit.

In conclusion, while the Brethren
arc to be admired for much that is
taught and practiced, their position
as a separate people does not corres­
pond at least in some essential
features with the Church of the New
Testament. But if they would but
content themselves with God's word
absolutely and alone as their guide
to divine knowledge, a strong and
enduring union could soon be c> fleck’d
between them and the Disciples of

bokly upon New Icstauicnt

Christ. ,
One ol the ancient fathers, reply­

ing to a clamorous disputant who
slwulul, "11. .. : "'ll
neither hear then nor tin th .u hl.rr
me. but let u. both hear < l.iut.

. . ... ... . 1-.. V.t illll flu

authority, another step towards union
would be attained.

Ferdinand Pittman.

Sisters’ Page.

•' Make a little fence of trust
Around to-day ;

---------- o----------
To walk worthy ol the Lord unto all

pleasing, bearing fruit in every good work.
and increasing in the knowledge ol God ’’
Col 1-10, it v.

Fill the space with loving works.
And therein stay ;

I-ook not through the sheltering bars
Upon to-morrow,

God will help thee bear what cornea
Of joy or sorrow."

EXECUTIVE.

The monthly meeting was held on
the 7th inst., a large number of
representative sisters being present.
The presiding sister (Mrs. Hunts­
man) emphasised the thought of
“ Trust," reading Psa. 125, 126.

Our Sister McCrackett was wel­
comed to the meeting and introduced
to those present.

The minutes of previous meeting
were read and confirmed, and the
correspondence received.

It was resolved not to appoint a
Sunday School Committee, as the
work could be effectively carried out
by Sisters Schofield and Hall. Two
scholars at N. Fitzroy, two at North
Carlton and one at South Yarra had
joined the church during the month.

The Home Mission Report, read
by Sister A. Kemp, showed the
receipts since Conference have been
/■70 10s. ad. Of this amount the
sisters collected £ 11 6s. id. Addi­
tions: 6 by faithand baptism, and
one formerly immersed. The Con­
ference balance-sheet showed a sum
in hand, and £2 2S. was donated to
the V.M.F.

South Melbourne S.S. had been
visited, and has 101 scholars and 12
teachers on roll, including 60 infants.

Brunswick S.S. has a good Bible
Class and two infant classes. They
have 150 scholars on the roll, includ­
ing Go infants.

Hospital Visitation has been well
attended to during the month, and a
large number of tracts distributed.

The following societies will be
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pleased to see sisters who may care
to visit them. Prahran meetsMon­
day 3 to 8 p.m., then has sisters'
prayer meeting in church vestry.
Swanston Street, second Thursday
in the month in Leflurc Hall. N.
Fitzroy sisters sewing meeting every
Thursday in vestry at 3 p.m. Lygon
Street has a society in connexion
with the Endeavor.

year noon.
Sisters arc urged to order Year

Book from Austral Co., 528 Eliza­
beth Street.

WANTED I! Illustrated papers
such as Cottager and Ailisait, Chil­
dren's Fritnd, British Worfaitaii and
Worhuvnian, for hospital distribution.
Parcels may be left at Swanston
Street chapel. Please mark " For
Hospital."

"Only a thought : hut the work it wrought
Could never by tongue or |>cn l>c taught;
For it ran through a life like a thread of gold.
And the life bore fruit a hundred fold.

Only a word . but 'twat spoken in love.
With a whispered prayer to the Lord above -
And the angels in beat cn rejoiced once more.
For a new-born soul entered in by the door.”

OUR NEW CONFERENCE YEAR.
" We are standing on the threshold, wc ore

in the ojiein d dtor.
We arc treading on a border land we have

never trod before:
Another year I. ripening. and another year

is gone,
Wc have passed the darkness of the night;

we arc in the early morn;
We have left the fields behind us o’er which

we scattered seed;
Wc pass into the future which none of us

can read.
The com among the weeds, the stones, the

surface mould.
May yield a partial harvest; we hope for

sixty-fold.
Then hasten to fresh labor, to thrash, nnd

reap, and sow;
Then bld the new year welcome, and let the

old year go

My Dear Executive Sisters,—
Well beloved in the Lord. Greet­

ing.
With the first breath of the spring­

time comes the joy of Conference
work well done; the new year of
effort begun. We have had a Con­
vention (as we call them here), and
the sisters* part was the very best
part—so some of the brethren said.
It was the semi annual Missionary
Convention of the Western District,
held in Greensburg, when: we have
a most beautiful church building and
very Lind hospitable full., who threw
open their homes to enter lain us.

Luncheon was served each day al
noon in the church parlor by the
sisters; then we went to our places
of entertainment for tea and a rest
before the evening service.

On Tuesday afternoon, April 9th,
our C.W.B.M. session was com­
menced. A large audience present
notwithstanding a pouring rain. The 

far apart, yet if we are faithful and
diligent the Master’s work goes for­
ward, and in that way wc arc help­
ing each other. May our God give
us wisdom and guide us in all our
ways, to his honor and glory, is the
loving prayer of your ever-longing-
to-bc-with-you sister,

Antoinette K. Thurgood.
opening exercises were well con-
dulled, and the reports from auxili­
aries were excellent. One sister
told how she raised her missionary Church News.
money by making vinegar ; another
by making cake; and from a country
district came the report “that it was
proposed at their meeting that each
sister plant ten hills of potatoes, and
give the money they sold them for to
the work." They all agreed, and
when the time came to bring in the
proceeds it amounted to §5.10. In
another place they gave a “turkey
dinner," and made $25.00. This
would be on some busy court day,
when the place would be full of

All matter for this department should reach
the Op.ce by noon cn Tuesday. But short items
arriving by noon on Wednesday trill find a place
if there is room. Send all news items direct to
A. B Hasten, 52S Elisabcth-streel, Carlton.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

It has been decided by the Committee
that Bro D'Nesi on leaving Port i’iric shall
labour in connection with the Balaclava
church.

visitors. They would seize that
opportunity to cater for them. Very
frequently they engage an empty
shop, and fix it up very prettily for
the day. When children's work was
reported, from New Galilee came
this report: A mother had formed a
“Mission Band" out of her own
family of little ones, holding meet­
ings in her own house with them,
paying dues and sending in her
report. This brave worker reminds
us of dear Sister Lee and her Dorcas
Society of one / sending her bundle
of neatly furnished work to the
Executive.

The open parliaments are a very
interesting feature of our Conven­
tions. One sister prepares a paper
or makes a speech on the subject to
open the discussion. This is fol­
lowed by others, who speak or read
a paper to bring out other features
of the subjell, which is very instruc­
tive and entertaining. The resolutions
submitted were very practical and
according to the needs of the field,
and will be constantly read at the
auxiliary meetings, in order to carry
them out more cfTerflively. One,
that we “make the study of the
Bible a more important feature of
our work," we can all attend to.
Our Convention closed with much
work to be done, and willing hearts
and hands to do it.

And so it is in our dear Australia,
Your new y< ar of loving service just
begun, and how loyally you will
carry out every plan and suggestion
1 will know. To every dear worker
I bid you God speed, and though so

Unlev.- -We arc glad Bro. and Sister
Green have returned after 6 weeks' holiday
much benefited by the change. Wc arc
having good meetings, and the right spirit
is manifested in the brethren. Last Friday
the Y.I’.S.C.E. held their anniversary, and
had a splendid meeting. Bro. Green pre­
sided, and received a greeting from a largo
number of the Society here. T. G. STORER.

Dalkev.—After long absence, it may
interest -onio to see a few lines from this
quarter. Our meetings are gradually be­
coming smaller through removals and other
causes. Our beloved Bro. John Chambers,
whose age exceeded three score years,
departed this life to be Christ, on January
2.|lh, and on March 3rd Alfred, the second
son of Bro. W. Marshman, was baptised
into Christ and received into fellowship.
While we have been called upon to mourn
the loss of one, wc have to rejoice over one
sinner turning to God. D. Finlayson, -j

Nokwoou. -On Thursday evening last
Bro. Culbournc paid us a visit, and gave a
Mining addrc.s at the prayer meeting.
l-*st night a combined social was held by
the sisters of the Pray er Meeting and Dorcas
SiKicty, when the chapci was beautifully
itCenrAtrrl f... .!•_ ..

nearly c...> present, and everything passed

Ion>1nl. and In ,|w
I'“-‘"“‘-I alaric u,n|;rrgatwn n,aJc lhc

Ion- Ma( ..... .

i..*.*."?.'lu'e ,1"1 '“u 
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after a very impressive discourse on May
23rd two came forward and confessed the
name of Jesus, viz . Miss Alice Strachan
and Miss Ada Mann. Bro. John Fischer
from North Adelaide was with us on June
and, having come in place of Bro. Magarcy,
who was unable to fill his appointment.

A.W.P.

On Friday, April 12th. the Sunday School
picnic was held The children with their
parents and a number of friends were driven
out to Nelshaby, and a most enjoyable day
was spent An ample supply of prizes were
prodded for the children, and they were
kept fully occupied with races and the usual
games. K. W D.

Nth Adelaide.—During the past month
we have begun a Sunday School at the
mission room in Pulsford road, Prospefl.
There was an attendance of twelve the first
day, and sixteen the next. J. C. Dickson
takes the superintendence, and Annie Whit­
field the secretaryship, while four teachers
and two absentee visitors have consented to
act We trust they will soon have a large
number of scholars to train for Christ. On
May 27th the Band of Hope held its anni­
versary A good tea preceded a good public
meeting, at which 11. D. Smith, of Hind­
marsh, gave a good address. The members
rendered their exercises very well, and
prizes were distributed to tho.c who had
given recitations, etc., most satisfactorily
during the year

Port Pikie.—Bro. G. D'Nesi (the Con­
ference evangelist) is still working with the
church here, and while we cannot report
many converts from the world, we trust
that the reed now being sown will yield a
harvest to the glory of the Master. Since
Bro. D'Nesi has been with us we have
received one by faith and obedience, two
formerly immersed and lour by letter One
of the latter had not been meeting with the
Churches of Christ for four years. The
church has been allied on to exercise dis.
ciplinc in two or three cases, and it is with
deep regret that we part from those who
have been partakers with us in the gospel

Three deacons and two deaconesses have
been appointed to see to the orderly conduct
of the aflairs of the church.

The Sunday School is growing, and we
arc doing all we can to maintain the interest
in this part of the work, but we arc greatly
in need of a library for the children. If any
of the city churches can spare any books
that have been well read by their own
scholars they would be gratefully received.

K. W. D.

Port Pikie —-A few Lord's days ago we
were gladdened by one young sister coming
forward at the close of the service and con­
fessing the Master's name She has since
been added to the church in the Lord's way,
and is now working faithfully with us fur
the upbuilding of the church

The Young People's Society has had
several enjoyable meetings since last report
We find these gatherings useful, as they put
Ui in touch with people who would not
otherwise come within reach of our in­
fluence.

Norwood.—We have great cause to thank
our Heavenly Father for the blessings re­
ceived in connection with the special gospel
meetings held by u-. last week. At 7 o'clock
quite a number of brethren and sisters
gathered at the chapel, some remaining to
pray while others of us went out into the
streets holding short meetings, preaching
and singing the gospel, and inviting the
people to the gospel service at the chapel.
We had the pleasure of seeing one old lady
and a young man come boldly forward and
confess Christ as their Sav iour. The church
itself has been blessed by these meetings.
Bros. Dickson, Gore. H. D. Smith, and the
Stepney Christian Band all helped u>.

In the presence of a crowded congregation
last Sunday evening three more confessed

NEW ZEALAND.

CliKibTCiit'RCii —it is a lung time since
you had any news from us, concerning the
cause ,of Christ in this city, and having
been requested to give you some, 1 will
endeavour to do so. I cannot say we have
had large additions from the world, but we
have been pleased to receive a brother and
three sisters Irotn the church in Auckland,
a brother .and sister from Hobart, also a
brother and sister from Wellington. No
doubt the presence of these brethren and
sisters will help the cause of our Lord here.
Regarding the visits of brethren, 1 cannot
omit to name that of our esteemed Brother
Watt; about six months' ago. Dro. Wait
was formerly an old resident of Christ­
church, well-known here, and all were very-
pleased to see him. and were very much
edified by the discourses which he gave.
Then we had our Brother Elborne from the
church in Dunedin. Ho was with us about
seven weeks Regarding Bro. Elborne. 1
might say. 1 had the pleasure of writing to
him in May, 1S74. rujucsting him to come

. v.-.r. dt'r 1505. I had again theover ao years an . -j
„|ea urc ul inviting bun to come fur a k -

»«,4.^1
,b» I.ulllexhliis .ml 1

Greenwood, from the church in Auckland.
one Lord's day, on their way to the church
in Oamaru We were very pleased to see
them again. Bro Greenwood spent several
years in Christchurch, and had a great in­
terest in the cause of our Lord here. Bro
Greenwood is a good, earnest, working
brother, and no doubt he will leave his Exit­
prints in sight, as he journeys through iife.

Brother Bull has also been with us two
Lord's days, and gave us some earnest
teaching and preaching.

Our Bro Wood is proclaiming the gospel
at the present time

A short time since the church elected
seven deacons.

1 must nut omit to mention the Lord’s
day school under the superintendence of
our Uro. Crowe It is progressing very
well. We have a good number of scholars,
and the teachers are earnest in this import­
ant work.

In conclusion, 1 must say that when I
lock around on this city and suburbs, with
its forty-six thousand of people, 1 feel some­
what sorrowtul that so many know nothing
of the pure gospel of our Lord When
shall we make more headway and see more
souls return to the old paths. May the
Lord hasten on the time.

1NVLRCARGILL -The laird is still adding
unto the saved. Two mure additions since
last report, viz, Bro and Sis. Harrington.
Some time back he was Baptist minister itt
Invercargill, but lately has nut been con­
nected with any denomination. We arc
pleased to welcome among us such an able
brother, ami hope the cause may prosper
still more speedily with our increase of
talent.

The sewing class held their annual "Sale
of Work" on the 24th ult. which proved a
great success in every way. lu the evening
an excellent tea, followed by a public meet­
ing, was held, when a lengthy programme
was gone through in a very enjoyable man­
ner, the only discomfort being want of room
to real the people. R B., See.

Kaitakgata -The work is still going on
apace with us, this makes it encouraging to
write Uta. Way is still with us, and by
God’s blessing and his own came A and
devoted attention to the Lord s work souls
are being saved and added to the church.
Since last report four have come forward
and obeyed the Saviour in hr. own appointed
way, cl whom two have already been re­
ceived into kllowuhip, the other two will
follow as circumstances permit. We arc
also glad lu report the re .’.oral.: 3 cf two
brethren God grant that their return to
the fold may be both a blessing to them
and a help to the church As our meetings
arc being well attended and a general
intcic.l m spiritual thing! tnamfc.lv.I, we 
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the sisters, evincing fine taste and some
skill.

The proceedings of the evening meeting
consisted chiefly of the singing of hymns
and recitations by the children, all of which
were good in themselves and nicely rend­
ered, and sound addresses by some brethren.
The chapel was comfortably filled, there
being about too people present, all of whom
seemed to be interested in what was said
and done. At about 8.30 p.m, was dosed a
pleasant, and it is hoped, profitable evening.

June 9. J. Collins.

arc praying for and expecting to sec others
decide for the Saviour daily.

A sisters’ meeting, in fulfilment of a sug­
gestion made at the Sisters'Conference, has
been formed, and promises to be encourag­
ing It takes the shape of a sewing class,
and on Wednesday afternoons in the ante­
room of the chapel for two hours a goodly
number of our sisters may be found banded
together at some uicful work on behalf of
the 1-ord's cause. May they be blessed and 

that the I-ord will bless his labors abund­
antly.

On Lord's day, June 2nd, we had our new
evangelist. Uro. Tomlinson, with us, who
addressed the church in the morning, and
and preached to a full house in the evening.
On Monday evening there was another
social to welcome our brother to his new
field of labor. Bro. Twiddy took the chair.
when the following brethren addressed the
meetingBros Twiddy, Cowan and Treble.

also a blessing to others is our prayer.
The singing class mentioned in last report

Each spoke in encouraging tones to our
brother, and impressing upon the brethren

is already making good progress, a large
number attending the practice every Friday
night.

The Sunday School is loosing a faithful
servant incur esteemed Bro. Allan, who has
been superintendent for a number of years,

the necessity of helping him to carry on the
great work which lay before him. Our
brother, in a very nice way, replied. During
the evening there were also recitations and
dialogues, also some good singing, after
which the sisters treated us to a coffee

OUR BUDGET.

-------- :o:---------

Bro. G. H. Bishop reports another dc-
nnd who through ripened years feels unable
to constantly attend to its oversight, and
thus has decided to retire from office. May
the church appoint a worthy successor so
that the good work of the school may not
fall. A. Rov, Sec.

--------O--------

VICTORIA.

Weddlruurn.- -The Evangelist Commit­
tee having seen the desirability of changing
preachers In our circuit, Bro. Little, who
has been laboring in this circuit with success
for the past two years, spent his last Lord's
day, May a6lh, in this circuit with us here.
He gave us a stirring address in the morn­
ing, and In the evening he preached to a
good audience. Al the close of his discourse
we had the pleasure of teeing three from
the Sunday School put on Christ in his own
appointed way. On Monday evening there
was a social held in the chapel to bid God*
t-pccd to Bru. Little to his new field of labor,
when there was a large gathering of breth­
ren, Including Bro. Robinson from Ecbuca,
and Bro. \V. C. Thurgoud from Melbourne.
The chair was taken by Bro. Treble Ad­
dresses were given by Brethren Treble,
W. C. Thurguod and Cosh. They all re­
ferred principally to Bru. Little’s good work
dune in the circuit; his ability as a preacher
of the gospel, and their regret at Ills having
to leave us fora time to labor in another
corner of God’s vineyard. Bro. Little
replied in a very suitable manner, and gave
a -.hurt review of his labors with us. During
the evening there were dialogues and recita­
tions, Interspersed with singing, after which
the sisters treated us in their usual gaud
style to a cup of tea and something good to
tat. A vote ot thanks being heartily ac­
corded the Listers the doxolo,;y tvas sung,
Thus a very plea-.ant evening was brought
to a dose. Although we patted with our
brother with feelings of regret still we
comfort ourselves with this—that what Is
our L -» we trust will prove great gain to the
district he has gone to, and our prayer is

supper in a first-class manner, as they .
always do. The benediflion being pro*

cision at Kyabram, and others interested.
Bro. D. McCrackctt has made an cn-

nounced another very pleasant evening was
brought to a close.

On Thursday evening our brother again
preached to a good audience on the dividing
line, and at its close we had the pleasure of
seeing another put on Christ in baptism.
We thank onr Heavenly Father for these

couraging start and is creating a good im­
pression in his new field at Nth. Melbourne.

Bro. Little received a good "send off"
from his old circuit at Wcddcrburn, and
Bro. Tomlinson received a hearty welcome
at the same place.

refreshing times, and take courage, and wc j
trust that the exchange of labourers may be j
•.he means of doing much good in both '
circuits. J. Treble, Sec. |

Bi:»i>igo.—On Lord's day, June 9th, Bro. .
Houchlns resumed duty and preached In
the evening to a large audience ; one bap­
tism al the dose. Yesterday, the ifilh, wc
were cheered by exceedingly good meetings
In the morning three were received into
church fellowship, one of whom confessed
her faith in Christ, and was bapthed into
Ills name, after attending a meeting held
by Bro Park at Ballcndilla, during the pre
vlous week, and commended to the church
hereby him. In the evening Bro Houchlns
preached to a large and attentive audience.
the hall being full, several not being able to
gain admission. One confession and bap­
tism at dose. G. H., Sec.

-------- O---------

NEW SOUTH WALES,

Chatham.— On the Oth Inst, the first

The faith and trus'. of childhood arc
among the most beautiful things wc ever
get the chance of seeing. It is our own
fault if wo shut our eyes to them.

The •• Year Book" is now ready for
distribution. It consists of 17O pages of
very interesting matter: reports, essays,
sermons, etc. Price. 6d. ; by, post, 8d.

A loving sympathetic nature is like the
sunshine ; It is welcome everywhere, and it
brightens and beautifies all it touches. Cul­
tivate it, then, for without it a man is but
as a floating Iceberg among bis fellows.

Much interest is being evinced in the
coming lantern leflures, under the auspices
of the Sunday school Union, the first of
which is given this evening in the Lygon*
street chapel by F. G. Dunn.

Each man stands alone in his individual*
fem and responsibility. No man can take
his place or do the work assigned for him
to do. The thought is a momentous one,
and may well stir every one to do his duty,
and to do it well.

anniversary of the present Chatham Sunday
School was celebrated by a tea and an after
meeting The children assembled early in
the afternoon, and the weather being fine
amused themselves at various games till
called to tea, which was dore near 4 o'clock,
when alsoul 70 jiersons partook thereof
The provisions, all of which had been pic-
pared by some of our good sisters, were
both abundant and cxcel'cnt in quality,
fully sustaining the reputation Chatham
acquired In these matters many years ago
T he neat little chap 1 was beautifully decor­
ated with ferna, flowers and tissue pajxr by

Bro. Jas. parjj came |o cj . to.jay
rom Drummond, where he had been making

tome of the young people of that neighbour*
ho<xl happy. and took advantage of his
ncarnc. j to Melbourne to run home and
have a look at hh family

I ro. Jas McColl of Lygon-st .and Harry

..me . t »>ave recently
Ch 1 ° UnC l,urR' South Africa. Bro.
mret , " had * I'Itcc,!ul ,h, ra There
mi A It ler mcrnbcri‘ *n that town who
tmght be drawn toecth, r if ti. 1to «-ach other » f * *«e*n°*n
n. Hrhap, this notice may

isl “««*l»»t In that direction.
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Foreign Mission Sunday July 14th!
G. II Browne is still doing good work In

the Mallee country, and hopes soon to have
a large ingathering at several places.

Bro. Little reports a warm welcome in
the Wimmera district, where he has met
with the churches at Kaniva. Lillimur and
North Yanac. He speaks hopefully of the
work in these places.

We regret to hear that Bro. T Prior has
sustained an injury to his eye, and has had
to enter the Melbourne Eye and Ear Hos­
pital We trust that the necessary oper­
ation will prove entirely successful.

We hear that Sister Macalhster (widow
of our late Bro D. Macallister) has a few
vacancies for boarders at tit Rathdown-st..
Carlton. The position is a suitable one.
and witnin to minutes' walk of the city.

Church matters in Perth and Fremantle.
W.A , seem to be tn a healthy condition.
In Perth they have instituted house to house
visitation and tratt distribution, as a result
their meetings have very much improved.

The sanitary condition of Perth, W.A.,
does not seem to be all that could be de­
sired. We hear of another death through
typhoid. In this instance the vittim is
Bro. Warmbrum, formerly of the Prahran
Church.

We are glad to hear from our old friend
Bro W. T Clapham, who has lately been
preaching at Rookwood, N S W. On Wed­
nesday week he immersed a lady who had
long known the Lord, but only lately
through conversation learned the way more
perfectly.

One more added to the saved at South
Yarra. This young man confessed Christ
on Sunday week, after an address by Bro.
McLellan, and was baptised on Lord's Day
mornirg last. Bro. Exley takes our plat­
form till the end of the month. T. Hac.gi r.

The Lygon-st. Sunday School held a
demonstration on the ijth Inst. After a
good tea provided for the children by the
members, a programme of singing, recita­
tions, dialogues, etc, was gone through
The parts were mainly taken by the scholars
A very enjoyable evening was spent.

The young women of Feslinog, Wales,
have founded a society in which they pledge
themselves not to get into debt, or imbibe
intoxicating drinks, nor " take notice of any
young man if he does not pay for everything
as he receive, it. who uses low language, or
ia not an abstainer from tobacco and intoxi­
cating drinks"

Bro A M Bryden is making himself very
useful in Auckland, and consequently is
'•cry happy. Usefulness, to the Christian,
is the true and only source of happinc .. In
a private letter, Uro Dryden tells of his
u°tk and the pleasure he finds in it. We
Itnow from a personal recollection that the
brethren in Auckland arc a good lot
People to work with.

A man's daily deeds arc like the pebble
which is cast into the waters of the lake.
Scientists tell us that the ripple which that
pebble creates, small though it Im. continues
to widen and extend until it reaches the
lake's furthest shore. And even so, the
influence of a man's daily deeds in society
around him will continue to make itself felt
in the lives of others onwards all through
life—aye, and it may be in limitless dura­
tion beyond.

Kanaka Missions.—Last Friday, in the
Baptist Ghurch Hall, Collins-strcet, a meet­
ing was held in furtherance of gospel work
among the Kanakas in Queensland. Mr.
Chapman, who presided, said that in his
youth he used to hear about missions to
the South Seis, but now the South Seas
were coming to us. There were missions to
the Chinese in Melbourne, but the Chinese
do not, as a rule, go back to China. The
Kanakas do return, and so become mission-.
aries to their own people

Miss Young, of Fairymead Plantation
(with whom Bro. John Thompson was for a
while associated in the work), corrected the
chairman's remark that the Kanakas came
to Queensland as semi-slaves. That was
not so They were as free as we; only
bound, of course, by the terms of their
voluntary engagement. They were well
treated generally, as was proved by the fad
that most of them now on the plantations
hail completed one engagement, been back
to their own islands, and returned for fur­
ther service Miss young commenced work
among the Kanakas in the Bundaberg dis­
trict in 188a. First conversion three years
later. Now, in addition to three or four
white mi••ionarics, who visit the plantation
weekly, there arc about 40 Kanaka teachers
conducting evening classes

There ii an attendance of 2000 weekly at
the Bible classes, and over 900 have been
baptised. Al the commencement of the
work the planters, while consenting to
classes being formed, said they did not ca­
ped that any good would be done, but now
freely testified to the changed liver of the
converts. In private conversation with
Miss Young at the close of the meeting, she
testified to the good work Bro Thompson
was doing, and hoped to visit the mi. .ion at
Childers. Ids River, on her return to

that Bro. Dickens walked to miles to he
present at the meeting.

A meeting of church officers and speaking
brethren was held last Friday in the Swan-
ston-st. chapel, to consider whether tome
cooperative scheme could be adopted to
supply churches with preachers. Two
methods have been adopted in the past —
first, a number of churches make their own
arrangement; second, about six or seven have
co-operated by having a mutual plan system.
The meeting disclosed the fatt that the former
methodisconsidercdthemoresatlsfaAory. It
was therefore decided to abandon the present
plan system for a time. So that all churches
will make their own arrangements But the
Conference secretary will do all he can to
find supplies for any church on the plan
who may find a difficulty in procuring the
services of preachers

Foreign Missions.—July Collection.
Will all members in general and church
officers in particular, please note that the
Foreign Missionary Committee are calling
for a collection to be taken up in all the
churches on the second laird's da) in July
(Sunday the 14th). in aid of the work. The
money is urgently needed, as sir.ee taking
over the Kanaka Mission about DovtiLE
last year's INCOME fa required. Appeals
are jKisted to the secretary of each church
in .Vittoria, Tasmania, New South Wales,
Queensland. New Zealand, and Western
Australia But your secretary may have a
lot of matters to attend to, so will you, dear
reader, kindly jog his memory, and also
bring all your influence to bear in favour of
this really important collection —F. M L

The following news regarding tome of
"our boys” in America, will be of interest
to our readers Dr. Wallis Ludbrouk (who
as was announced in a recent issue, has re­
ceived an appointment in a New York Hos­
pital.) is getting along well Our inform­
ant writing from America, say s: " He is a
hard-working student, and he merited all
the success he has won " Herbert Saxby,
from New South Wales, is preaihing at
Hat Rock, in Bourbon County, and is doing
good work. Frank Hales, from Colling­
wood, who has been studying at the Bible
College, Lexington, returns to Vittoria
shortly No doubt hi* services will be
availed of by one of our churches Cenl
Armstrong and Percy Davey, both from
l.ygon strut. ate getting on well Chas
'lhotn.iv. from North Mcllxiumc. i i making
a name fur him elf as an urator. Hugh
McLellan (another Ly gun street boy) gradu­
ated list week, after a six years' course
He wa. app dnlcd to deliver the‘alutatory
;. . h !< 1 th- Dibit < < lit bring set . ’.

bonorman He also take, h.murx tn the
Art-*'College Heit engaged by the 1 hurt h
at Shelbyville. Kentucky, wl.tr. sh.ivrtg
gt .si at; lances Hi 1 t I. 1 hur.; ■ ■! 1.
■...th r. !' r I Ir.ir. ■ i • 1 I .. 1,,
at Pittsburg. V b A
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In the list of successful candidates at the
recent Pharmacy Examinations we arc
pleased to notice the name of Uro. Robert
A Moore. Prahran, son of our late esteemed
Bro Moore, of Tatura For the past few
months Bro. Moore has been under the
tuition of Bro J E. l/vlng. of the Prahran
College.

"One who likes to stick.” writes us as
follows : " Will you inform me in what part
of the New Testament I can find the scab­
bard so kindly recommended to our use by
our Bro. I*. Pittman in his address on “The
Necessity of Preaching First Principles ?”
or perhaps Bro Pittman will do so himself
and oblige." We handed the query over to
Bro Pittman and the following is his reply:
"I give it up. But remember I did not
profess Io find a "scabbard" in the New
Testament any more than 1 can find com­
manded covers for bibles, Ixxits (or feet, or
clothes for body, yet It Is surely in harmony
with first principles to possess them. So a
scabbard should be recommended. A sol­
dier who refused to wear one would himself
l>e marched off. God gives the sword for
judicious usage. He could, in due time,
order armies to encompass Jerusalem, but
told Peter, who began battle too soon by
slicing off Malchus* ear. to pul his sword
back in it*, scabbard. In battle a temporary­
retreat often means ultimate vlflory. Joshua
found he could not capture Al by a sudden
assault, to put his sword in his scabbard.

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.
-------- :o:---------

NISBET. Our esteemed Bro. and Sister
Nisbet, of the North Fitzroy church, have
been called upon to part with their darling
«>n Clifford, one of twins, aged 3 years
and 2 months The painful event, preceded
by only a few days’ illness, happened on
Sunday, June 2nd Naturally enough the
parents, who had reason to be and were
proud of their pair of lovely boys, are
sorely grief stricken at their lovs. To them
we extend our warmest Christian sympathy,
while of the sweet little cherub taken we
can say:

"‘Th a blest exchange, an envied lot;
Without a conflict crowned ;

Stranger to sin. in pleasure blest.
And without fame, renowned. B.

HART.—On Wednesday, May 29th. the
Isctovcd wife of our venerable Bro. Hart, a
deacon of North Fitzroy. passed away
calmly and peacefully to her eternal home.
at the ripe age of 76. Our sister, owing to
physical infirmities, had not been able for
many months to attend the meetings of the
church, but her interest in its welfare and
extension was fully maintained to the last.
An the end drew near her sufferings in­
creased. and yet amidst them all she was
cheerful and full of triumphant faith in the
ri-.cn Christ, into whose presence she knew,
without a shadow of a doubt, death would
usher her Her grown up daughter, who is

we will meet in heaven." Sister Wilcocks
has left a husband and two children; and
her parents. Bro. and Sister Stott, are both
members with us. May the God of all
comfort support and comfort them in their
time of trouble. A. C. Ranking.

June 10th, 1895.

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.

-------0-------
VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.

Surrey Hills, per Sis. Cust, 5/-; Berwick,
per Sisters. 11/6; Malvern Sisters, per Sis.
Sharp, 18/-: Brighton, per Sis. Male, 5/-;
Bcnjeroop, £1; Sisters' Executive, £2 2s.
Swanston-st., per Sister F. A. Kemp, £5 6s.
Cd. Total, £10 8s.

357 Swanston-st., \V C. Tiiurgood,
Melbourne. Treasurer.

RESCUE HOME.

Gratefully received : Church, Sth. Yarra,
7/6: Church, Geelong, 13/8; Mr. J. T.
Russell, Buangor, 5/-; Church. Avondale,
Auckland. N Z , £1. Church, Impression
Bay, Tas . 15/-; Church, Port Esperance,
Tas , to/-: Mr. T. Richards, Kyabram. 5/-;
Church, Stanley Brook, N.Z., to/-; Mr.
Berry. N. Fitzroy, 5 •; Mrs. Twlddy, Wed-
derburn, 7/6; W C.T.U., Ballarat Branch,
(1 ; Church, Hindmarsh. S.A., £2 os. 71I .;
Tin of Honey, Mr Thacker, S. Lillimur.

Armadale. Jos. PiTTMAN.
ordered an ambuscade and found it to l>c
the first slip in n successful besiegement
(Jo.hm 8 : 9), Brandishing recklessly the
"Sword of the Spirit" is by no means
honoring to the Captain of our salvation.
while awaiting op|>oriuiiiliev for effectively
wielding it will best lend to villury. A
pedlar who thrusts his goods bluntly in
everybody’s face will effvfl but a small sale
lit knows Utter "The children of this
world arc in their generation wi-cr than the
children of light " The 1< . on I wi-lred to
Impress was the need of a Judicious presen­
tation <>l bible truths I hive spoilt many
gravers on hard metal, at other times 1
have got the plate softener], and tool and
plate worked will Although Gori’s Wool
never blunts, there are some hard cases
with hearts of steel that continued hacking
won’t effect, but when the heart is tempered
end reftenrd by suffering or bereavement
thcr.wc.rd will cut One writer “Il
h no limo whin an accountant is puzzling
his bra 11 with a long line of figures to a k
how hi , atioutil stands with (. . I. <>: (p
the p it ri’..n on the playground while run-
nin ; wren the hu k- and ask whether in
a ri hgmu < r < he i. running the rar e ret
bdure Lii:i ’ Wo want Uli and adaptation
for the work ” The questioner will now tree

also an admired mcmlxr of the church,
nurved her loved parent with all a daugh­
ter’s unremitting attention Both she and
the bereaved husband feel their loss very
keenly. It is needless to say that tho entire
church fully sympathise with the mourners,
whose grief is only assuaged by the know­
ledge of the fafl that their dear one is now,

" Freed from all sorrow, pain and sin :
With God eternally shut in.” JJ.

Willcocks — Sister Willcocks, of the
Norwood Church, (ell asleep in Jesus, on
the afternoon of June 4th She was a great
sufferer, having been, for seven years.
nfllidcd with consumption of the bowels;
yet she bore it patiently, and with complete
resignation Our sister waa a gentle Christ­
ian woman, and one full of implicit trust in
Jr.u; as her pcn.on.il Saviour. She united
with the Alma Church when about 14 years
of age, and was, I believe, baptised by Bro.
Judd She was 29 years of age, so more
than the half of her life has been '.pent in
the Redeemer’s cause. She was also a
■IT.; nt student of the Word of Life, and up
to the h-,t moment of her earthly career
was quite conscious. Gathering her loved
ones n round her bed, she bide them " goal
bye." and said, " I am going home." Her
testimony to me three hours before her
d< picture, w.i -, ’It i well v.ith my -nul,
•’ !J- • I • . ■ • ■ I i! I " I .... I

I bye’ to her. and sire replied, "Good-bye.

VICTORIAN BIBLICAL INSTITUTE.
Church, Collingwood, to/-; Students’ col-

le&ions, 17/-.
Those churches which have anything in

their treasury for the Institute, will they
please forward it ? The classes arc well
attended and great interest and good arc
manifest. The V B I should lx- well sup­
ported. seeing that it assists (he churches.

W. C. Tiiurgood, Treas
357 Swanston-st., Melbourne.

son, 5/.

F0*^-; L”"rrn

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED
With Thanfei: Mlu Mclnne,. 3/6; 1’clcr

Orr. A. E lllingworlh, Mr,, S Miicb.ll,
l>dl'™ ,r. 16; J Hewlli. A.

Scon. C llrockuny, F. M. Warden, </.;
Mn 1 timer. 7/0; w. Motlii, K W. Duncan.
ami Anmn-.cn. c. E. Wood.. ,7,6:

Denham, 20.-; J. G.
Garland. 3/.; C. Alder-

A M.tu,„M n.si v1' A»t*» l'r'’
' bl, Newmarket.

pcn.on.il

