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Current Topics.

Q GRAND OLD RASCAL—
The time in which we are

living, says the Christian Evang'list,
has often been characterised as an
age of Grand Old Men. But there
are many species of the Grand Old
Man genus. Besides grand old
patriots, statesmen, orators, philan­
thropists and warriors, we have no
small number of grand old villains.
The newest sensation in England is
being created by the resurrection to
notoriety of the once famous Tich-
borne Claimant. This gentleman,
about twenty years ago, divided the
nation into two categories of public
opinion. About half the people
reckoned him famous, the other
half considered him infamous. The
memorable Tichborne trial, the great­
est in history since that of Warren
Hastings in the days of George III.,
ended in the prosecution of the
Claimant as a perjured imposter,
and in his sentence to a term of
penal servitude for fifteen years.
The immense numbers of people
who believed him to be the real
young Tichborne baronet were never
convinced that he was anything but
genuine. This only showed exactly
what we continually notice respect­
ing evidence of every kind, however
convincing. We all know, for in­
stance. that religious evidence, no
matter how overwhelming, produces
no effect whatever upon certain
prejudiced minds. The Claimant
came out of prison a few years ago, 

and lapsed into obscurity. He was
still regarded by multitudes as being
the rightful heir to a noble title, and
to a great estate in the beautiful
county of Hampshire. He has now
settled the matter of his own infamy
by an elaborate confession that he
is the biggest pretender, forger, liar,
and swindler of modern times. A
London weekly paper is giving week
by week the “Confessions of Arthur
Orton.” It is to be hoped that this
disclosure will constitute the object
lesson on popular stupidity, which
is needed by so many of that human
majority dubbed by Carlyle as
“ mostly fools."

/EMBALMING the bible—
Cl During the May meetings, says |
the Christian Evangelist, which have
been this year attracting teeming
multitudes in London from all parts
not only of the British Islands, but
even of the European Continent,
some remarkable faits have been
disclosed about the creative energy
of the Bible. It is profoundly sig­
nificant that while, on the one hand,
persistent analytic processes are dis-
setting the Bible, to the panic fear
of those who are scared by the
critics, the Bible itself is more
potently alive and more tremend­
ously constructive than ever. 1 he
Bible is puzzling students as to the
process of its creation. But while
attempts arc being made to tolve
this problem, the Bible is at work
creating new fabrics in land after
land and amongst one race after
another. Wherever this Book goes

it immediately begins to conserve
everything that is worth keeping,
and to destroy whatever ought to be
eliminated. Missionaries at this
moment home in England have
been telling us how during the last
few years, new literatures have
sprung up in countries where there
was not even an alphabet until the
Bible was introduced. For instance,
to take one spot in Africa alone,
Bishop Stccre not only attacked the
Swahili language, but the result of
his labors have been to make that
language the lingua franca across the
entire Continent of Africa. Then
follows another remarkable result,—
the Bible has embalmed many a
language now dead, such as the
Hebrew, the Mcvso-Gothic, the Old
Syriac, the Gothic, the old Slavonic.
Some of these Bibles remain as the
only monuments of the speech of
dead and buried nationalities. But
in some cases a yet more wonderful
result follows, for after a trance of
centuries, the national Bible has
awakened some moribund peoples,
as amongst the Ncstoriaus of Ar­
menia, by speaking with a tongue
of fire to hearts that it alone could
move. We have in these British
Islands a marvellous instance of this
vivifying and resuscitating power of
the written Word of God. It is not
doubtful that the Welsh language is
being kept alive, in all its wonderful
vigor and beauty, by the influence
of the Scriptures in the musical
Cambrian vernacular. Little Wales
is a Bible-loving principality. Welsh
preachers arc the most popular
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throughout England ; they never
seem to lose their gift of fiery elo­
quence, even when they preach in
English. In their own beautiful
province the melody of the Gospel
proclamation continuously mingles
with the murmur of the streams
amongst the romantic mountains.
Beautiful Wales is the very citadel
of civil and religious liberty in
the British Empire, and of this
liberty the Bible is the imperishable
bulwark.

MASSORAH.—If our
(jv) readers, says the Aiiti-Iii/hlel,

y. will carefully con the follow­
ing definition of the term

Massorah, they will gain some con- •
ccption of the size and value of that
work of producing a complete Mas- (
sorah, to which the eminent 1 lebrew
scholar, Dr. Ginsburg, has devoted I
more than thirty years of his life :— |

“The Massorah is a marginal di­
rectory, indicating on almost every
line in the margin of the M.S. (He­
brew) Bibles how the letters, words,
forms ami phrases are to be written,
according to the most ancient rules
laid down by those who compiled,
preserved and transmitted the canon
of the Old Testament Scriptures.
Every spurious letter or redundant
word, every variation in the repeti­
tion of a phrase, and every peculi ir-
ity of construction over which the
copyists arc likely to blunder, and
which had been a great source of
the various readings, are most care­
fully noted ; and those who arc en­
gaged in multiplying the codices art-
warned that “ there is a peculiar
phenomenon here” which is not to
be made conformable to the ordinary
readings. This invaluable key to the
text of the Old Testament is called (
Massorah (tradition) bccau: c it w.u
traditionally handed down by the
authorised and professional jeribes,
who afterwards committed it to
writing."

Such is the Massorah, which at
the end of the nineteenth c< ntury is,
for the first time, being published in
its entirely. When Dr. Ginsburg
began his work he had to cndun a | 

great deal of chaff from literary
friends, two of whom advised him
to give it up, and study instead the
Greek and Roman classics. He
said to them :

“ * Let us make a bargain. If
you will show me a single passage
in the Greek or Roman classics, or,
inched, in any < )riental classics what­
ever, which can beat the twenty-
third or the hundred and thirty­
ninth Psalm, 1 promise you to leave
the Bible alone, ami turn to Sopho-
clesand .Eschylus.’ This wasagreed,
and they were honest enough to con­
fess, after a while, that they had not
found such a passage. Since then
they chaffed no more, and I went on
with my Massorah."

The story of his labors, as told to
a representative of The W'eAii.iiater ,
Gazelle, is full of interest, and sug- !
gests some idea of the unremitting
toil bestowed on that peerless book, i
the Bible. The above story also
showshow wonderfully the literary I
qualities of the Bible are forgotten ,
in the more important moral and j
spiritual qualities it possesses. The .
literature has no glory by reason of'
the other glory that excelleth. Musi- 1
cal cadences and majestic rhythm <
are nothing in comparison with the
good news that inspires and informs
them.
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Till LI. 1 1 1.K AND THE
SPIRIT.

killeth, but the spirit giveth life"
(2 Cor. 3 : 6). Its misuse affords a
conspicuous example of the manner
in which some religious teachers
twist the words of Scripture in order
to set forth some idea in their own
minds without regard to the meaning
intended to be set forth by the in­
spired writers. In this way the
Apostle Paul is made responsible for
the idea that it is not of much.con­
sequence whether we observe the
“ letter " of a law, providing we ob­
serve its “ spirit." Generally this is
said in defence of the non-observ­
ance of the “ letter " of a law’, and
strange to say it often passes cur­
rent as valid argument, but the most
that can be said in its favour is that
“ a poor excuse is better than none."

It is admitted, of cortrse, that
every law has its" letter"—that is,the
mere wording, and that at the back
of the *' wording " there is the “spirit"
of the thing, 'fake for instance the
command in reference to baptism.
The letter of the command is ob­
served when a pi rson is buried in the
grave of water—the “spirit" of it is
carried out when he rises to walk in
newness of life. In this case, as
in most, it is quite possible to stridlly
observe the “letter" but disregard
the “ spirit,"and of course where that
is so the observance of the law is of
very little value. Nor can we see that
the case is much improved when the
“ spirit" is said to be carried out
Inn the" letter" is ignored. If we
understand our New Testament
aright, disobedience of a command
in any of its phases, is at variance
with the will of God, and therefore
displeasing to Him. Perfect obedi­
ence-—obedience that is acceptable
to God- involves implicit compli­
ance, wherever such is possible, and
it can be no sign of spirituality to
attempt in anyway to evade the
doing of what God has commanded.
\ person entrusted by another with
money to give to tin. poor, might go
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and utter words of sympathy, and
return with the money ungiven, and
attempt to justify his condmft on the
ground that he had carried out the
"spirit" of his commission, but no
sane individual would think for a
moment of accepting his statement
as a justification of his action It,
therefore, follows that the "letter"
and the “ spirit " arc always meant
to go together and should both be ob­
served whenever possible.

It so happens, however, that the
apostle did not use the words "let­
ter" and "spirit” in the sense ex­
pressed above as characteristics of
a given law, but to designate L.u
systems of law. Hence he speaks
of the Old Covenant as "the letter,"
and the New as "the spirit." Evid­
ently he had in his mind the manner
in which both were given. As repre­
senting the Old, he sees the deca­
logue written by the finger of God
upon tables of stone, and this he
denominates the “letter." In re­
gard to the New, obviously the
words of Jeremiah and Ezel.ii I were
before him—"I will put my law in
their inward parts, and in their
heart will 1 write it." "And 1 will
give them one heart, and 1 will put
a new spirit within yon"—and so he
calls the New Covenant the-"spirit.'*
This line of thought appears to have
been suggested by what he had pre­
viously been saying in reference to
"letters of commendation." Speak­
ing of these, he hud in effect said:
"Others brought letters of commen­
dation written in characters of ink.
His commendation was the presence
of the life-giving bpiril of God in
their hearts. Nay, mure; not only
were his credentials of a kind quite
different to his opponents’, but they
were infinitely superior even to the
venerable credentials, with which
God confirmed the Covenant made
amidst the- thunders of Sinai, and
confirm, d tin authority of the gie it
law-giver ol Israel. 1 or Moses 

brought down from the mountain
a testimony written by God on
blocks of silent stone. But he
could point to a testimony written
also by God—in the hearts of living
men." Paul's joy and glory was,
that God had made him a sufficient
minister of a New Covenant; "not
of the letter, but of the spirit; for the
letter killcth.but the spirit giveth life."

It is somewhat strange and start­
ling for us to hear the Ten Com­
mandments—that which was " writ­
ten and engraven on stones"—spoken
of as something that killed; as "the
ministration of death"; as " the
ministration of condemnation," but
only strange and startling because of
our defective training in the philoso­
phy of God's great scheme of re­
demption. James Denny, : peaking
of the phrase " the letter killeth,"
says:—" It condenses in itself a
whole cycle of Paul's characteristic
thoughts. Ail that he says in the
Epistles to the- Bomans and Gala­
tians about the working of the law
is represented in "the letter kill- th."
The power of the law to create the
consciousness of sin and to intensify
it; to stimulate transgression, and
so make sin exceeding sinful, and
: hut men up in di • pair; to p is.; sen­
tence upon the guilty, the hopeless
sentence of death,—all this is in­
volved in the word . The fulness
of meaning i. as ample in " the
spirit giveth life." The spirit of
Christ given to those who receive
Christ in th - gospel, is an infinite,
power and an infinite promise. It
include-, the reversal of ail the letter I
has wrought. Thu .uiitenceof (hath
is reversed ; the impotence to g< ud
is counteracted ami ovcrcom-. ; the
tool look, out to, and anticij it* •, nut
the blad.ii> -s ami datl.m --. for CVt t,
but the everlasting glory of (Jiri t.
\\ hen the- apostk ha. written th* c
I wo litlh * nk nu • win 11 he h ..
supplied " ktt* 1 ' ami " pint" with
th* predicate.. "Lili" and "make 

alive," in the sense which they bear
in the Christian revelation—he has
gone as far as the mind of man can
go in stating an cfTcdivc contrast."
From what has been said we think
it will be abundantly clear that Paul
gave no license to disregard New
Testament law, but on the contrary,
demonstrated in his own character­
istic manner, the infinite superiority
of the New over the Old.

Nevertheless the Old Covenant
law had a glory of its own. Com­
pared with all other laws exist­
ing prior to the advent of Christ
it was the highest and best. Its
work, however, was that of a peda­
gogue. It had to deal with a
people in a state of spiritual child­
hood, and consequently its laws
wire made to suit their capacity.
The d* calogue itself gives proof of
this. The law which told them
"Thou shalt not make unto thee any
graven image,” though superior to
the laws of other nations, bears
upon its face the fad that it was
made for a people not sufficiently
advanced to grasp a higher law,
such as that given by Christ, "God
is spirit, and they that worship
him must worship him in spirit
and in truth." But whatever glory
the old law had, it was like the
light that shone in the face of
Moses—it faded away. To the
mind of Paul, contradictory though
it may seem, it had no glory at all
"by reason of the glory that sur-
pa th." A candle light has a
glory of its own, but what becomes
of that glory when the sun is shining
in hi., meridian strength? "The
star ■ air 1 right till the moon rises;
th. muon h r .elf reigns in heaven
till her splendour pahs before the
sun; but when th • sun ' him . in hi.
strength th r. 1. n» other glory in
th. Icy. Ml tl; ,,!■ :a . uf t’., OH
Covenant have vani.hu! far Paul in
th light which dime, from the croe.
ami from the ihrunc ot Christ. '

vani.hu
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Editorial Notes.
-------- :o:---------

Higher r Better.— Not often have we
seen, says the Chrhtijn, a distinction more
admirably drawn than that by Principal
Cave when hr says, in "The Battle of the
Standpoints": — "The'Higher Critics' arc
not the • Better Critics,’ as if they were
gifted with a sort of genius in criticism.
Nor are the utterances of the ’Higher
Critics* to be implicitly accepted, like the
deliverances of a great painter on painting,
or of a great poet on poetry. The Higher
Critics claim to be scientists, not artists,
and must be judged by the fatts and argu­
ments they adduce, not by their possession
of a superior faculty." The air of superior­
ity which is generally, if not always, assumed
by those who repudiate the orthodox views
very easily misleads tho unlnstruclcd and
timid; it is a “vain show" when anyone
has the courage to go right up to it, and
examine its pretensions. Objettors to the
truth often strike us as men of singularly
rigid minds and dogmatic tempers. Some
ol their interpretations reveal a singular
lack of imagination.

"Moro Better You Go."—A shipwreck
at its bc»t is a sad affair. For a whole ship
load of men and women to go down in the
open sea without a moment's notice is a
terrible thing We have often thought as a
place to study human sclfhhnesi, on ship­
board is the best of all; there the mind
teems to be occupied alone with self. If
this is true on a calm sea under a clear sky,
what must it be on an angry sea with the
bottom of the ship gone, or when the ship
In-j gone down and the survivors are strug­
gling in the water? A few weeks ago, the
b s.’’Catterthun," bound from Sydney to
China, struck on a sunken rock and went to
the bottom in less than 20 minutes. The
mod of the passengers went «lown with
her; a lew escaped in a boat and picked up
a lew others who were struggling in the
water. Mr. Crane, one of the passengers,
tells us that the ship was rapidly settling
down, and seeing the sailors climbing the
main rigging he tried to follow, but was
unable to du co. Within a few seconds
afterwards the ship sank under him He
was sucked down some distance, and on
rising again swam towards a large floating
object, which proved to be a meat safe. He
was joined subsequently by a Chinaman,
who in bland, persuasive tone ]>cculiar to
his race said, ” More better you go catchie
nothcr piccce box " Crane replied, " More
better you go," but the Celestial declined,
and both continual to cling to the bo*.
which was ample to supjxrrt them well out
of the water Here is the same old story
again, tell first and somebody else after
But is not this spirit manifested too much 

in the every day walks of life on land as
well as at sea ?

The Victorian Alliance.—The four­
teenth anniversary was held in the Congre­
gational Church, Collins-strcct. on Monday
evening last. The building was well filled,
and the meeting throughout was full of
interest and some enthusiasm was mani­
fested. J. W. Hunt, the president of the
Alliance, presided and gave a short address,
stating that the business of the organization
during the year had been that of education.
Mr. Hunt is a strong advocate, as is the
Alliance, of woman suffrage, and alluded to
the fatt that it had already come in New-
Zealand and South Australia, and was as
sure to come in Vittoria as ” night follows
day," a rather unhappy reference, for which
he apologised to the ladies afterward Dur­
ing the coming year Mr. Hunt said the Alli­
ance meant to attack some of the outposts of
the whisky business. Mr Vale, the secre­
tary, gave a brief outline of the work of the
year, saying in the language of a country
delegate that they were not going backward
but were "still staggering on," and making
some progress. They had averaged one
public meeting for each day in the year, at
one of which only they had eggs, though
other unsound arguments were often used.
Their " friends the enemy " had frequently
opened their mouth and put their foot in it.
Solomon Joshua, the great brandy man, had
slated that there were humbugs in all trades,
but that the liquor trade was the biggest
humbug of all. He closed by stating that
they had an overdraft quite large enough Io
guarantee their respettability.

Flrat Resolution:—"That this meet­
ing reaffirms the oft-expressed convic­
tion that power should be given to
the people of each dislritt, men and
women alike, to proted themselves from the
manifold curses of intemperance by prohi­
biting the liquor traffic in their midst, if
they so please, and that this Popular Veto
should be free from the incubus of compen­
sation ; and hereby promises its hearty sup­
port to the Vittorian Alliance in endeavor­
ing to secure legislative expression to this
just demand." ’’ Rev." Joseph Richardson
from South Australia moved this resolution.
Of course he spoke of woman's franchise in
South Australia, stating that by next April
70,000 women will have enrolled as voters
in that colony. For two years he uas a
minister on the Moonta Mines, where there
was a population of 7,000 people There
arc no hotels there, and during the whole
two y ears he had not Been a drunken man
He once put the question ,to 500 children,
and not one ol them had seen a drunken
man, and the single policeman had a per­
petual picnic. One of the tests made in a
North of England lunatic asylum was to set
the patient to ball out a tank while the tap

was left running. To put it in the language
of one of the attendants : " them that isn't
idiots stops the tap." He left them to draw
their own conclusions Rev J. J. Halley
seconded the resolution.

The Collection.—This was an imfxirt-
ant item on the programme, and was urged
by Mrs. Harrison Lee in a most telling lit­
tle speech. To her mind the drinking evil
was the biggest in the world, and urged all
present if they did not care for themselves
to be like the old toper who was rather far
gone to be benefitted by prohibition himself
but he voted for ” Sally and the children.’’
She admitted that the State would lose
something in money by prohibition, and
then told us the story of the tobacco mer­
chant in America when the bill was up to
prohibit the sale of cigarettes to boys under
sixteen. " If that bill is carried it will mean
a million dollars lost.” when an enthusiastic
woman exclaimed "If that bill is not car­
ried a million boys will be lost.” Then the
collcttion.

Second Resolution.—•• That this meet­
ing regards the Grocer's Licence as being a
specially dangerous development of the
liquor traffic because of the easy facilities it
affords for the introduftlon of driok into the
home, and urges its abolition without de­
lay." Ven. Archdeacon Langley, who
moved this resolution, said he had some­
thing on his mind and would not be happy
till he got it off, and then gave the Alliance
in particular and tem|>erance people in
general a lively ten minutes. Being a
preacher, he divided his address into two
"heads." 1 What he was asked to say:
2 What he was net asked to say. It struck
us that he almost forgot his first head in
the elaboration of the second. Bro. Isaac
Selby seconded the resolution in a charac­
teristic address, but as he did not com­
mence to speak till alter 10 o'clock, he had
but little time On the whole the meeting
was a great success, and must in the end do
much good.

The Expositor.
-------- o---------

THE PLAIN-TRUTH ON
SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISM.

By Chas. Watt.

No. 2.
In further proof that the Sabbath

was unknown to the Israelites until
given at Sinai, let the reader turn to
Nehetniah 9: 12-14. There you find
that at the time that God led the
ptople through the wilderness, "in
the day by a cloudy pillar, and in
the night by a pillar of lire," He
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“came down upon Mount Sinai"
and

“madest known
unto them thy holy Sabbath.'' Now
in what sense could God have “made
known” the Sabbath, if, as the Sab­
batarian says, it had been “ kept
since the creation ?" This passage
in Nchemiah, in which God is said
to have given to the people “right
judgments and true laws, good stat­
utes and commandments,” refers to
the same event as Deuteronomy 5:
2, 3, viz., the giving of the Covenant
at lloreb. This was the Covenant
that in the New Testament is termed

THE OLD COVENANT.
Now by turning to Hcb. 8: 7-13
you will read: “ For if that first
covenant had been faultless, then
would no place have been sought
for a second.” But it was not fault­
less, and hence God “ taketh away
the first that he might establish the
second” (Hcb. 10 : 9). Whatever
was good in the Old has been car­
ried over to the New. But the law­
dealing with the Sabbath could not
have been deemed “good," for no
provision was made for it; and the
Adventist cannot find it there though
he seek it carefully with tears. Were
wc getting up a new constitution for
N. S. Wales, as soon as it had passed
into law the old one would of neces­
sity be abrogated. Of course all the
good features of the old would be
incorporated in the new, and would
be thus binding. But any point
that was not in the new would
necessarily pass away. Precisely
so with the Old Covenant that was
given through Moses. Whatever
was good in it has been carried
forward to the New. Hence all the
true moral principles it contained
will be found in the New Testament
“infinitely magnified, multiplied and
exalted.’’ But now comes the real '
question. When the New Covenant
superceded the Old, what was done
away

AND WHAT REMAINED?
This point has vexed the Church of
Christ from the first year of its
existence until now. The Apostles
had a lot of factious trouble with
those who sought to retain portions
of the old constitution that had been
omitted from the new. It was to
oppose an attempt of this kind that
Paul and Barnabas journeyed all
the way from Antioch to Jerusalem
and met the Apostles in conference.
(Sec Ads 15.) And in his various
letters the former warns tin- Chris­
tians against all such Jinlai/ing
tendencies. To the Bomans he

writes (6: 15), “We arc not under
the law but under grace.” To the
Galatians (5 : 4), “Christ is become
of no effect unto you, whosoever of

I you are justified by the law ; ye arc
fallen from grace.” To the Philip-
pians he writes (3 : 9, 10) that he

; counts “everything but refuse that
J 1 may win Christ, and be found in
him, not having mine own righteous­
ness, which is of the law, but that
which is through

THE FAITH OF CHRIST."
But we must be a little more specific
as we are now treading the ground
on which the Seventh Day Adventists
and ourselves will have to wrestle.
This Apostle has gone elaborately
into the very question wc want to
deal with in his various letters, and
we purpose examining his arguments
that wc might find out the plain
truth on the Sabbath question. Ami
should a frank and candid examina­
tion demonstrate the present obliga­
tion cf Christians to “ keep the
Sabbath," the writer shall publicly
avow his determination so to do.

PAUL TO THE GALATIANS.
This reference will be found of great
value to us in ottering useful sugges­
tions of the superlative importance
of the New Covenant Scriptures.
Let the reader turn to, and peruse
carefully, the third chapter. There
he will find the following statements:

(i) That the Gospel is older than
the law (verse 8).

(2) That it was " confirmed” 430
years before the law was given (verse
17). This total is made up as fol­
lowsAbraham was 100 years old
when Isaac was born, 25 years after
the promise (comp. Gen. 12 : 3, 4
with 17: 17). Isaac was 60 years
old when Jacob was born (Gen. 25 :
26). Jacob was 130 years old when
he went down into Egypt (Gen. 47 :
28). And the sojourn there lasted,
according to Usher’s chronology, 215
years. Which would give us 25 -
60-130-215 430-

(3) That the law was a mere
parenthesis in the Divine scheme,
introduced because o." the transgres­
sions of the Israelites (verse 19).

(4) It was given in anger, and
was therefore a curse and not a
blessing (verse 13).

(5) Its object was to answer a
purpose for a limited period, “ TILL
the seed should come" (verse 19).

(6) It was a mere tutor to lead
the people to Christ, but when the
Christ came they were no longer
under the tutor (vn-ts 24, 25).

Thin we have the whuk argu­
ment gathered up in one comprehen-

: sivc statement at the close. Those
who are Christ's, that is, who are
justified by the faith and who seek

! no justification by the law. arc the
true seed of Abraham and the real
heirs of the promise of blessing.

Now in the fourth chapter the
Apostle shows exadlly his feeling on

1 this matter. He says he was “ per­
plexed " because some of the Galatian
brethren
“DESIRED TO DE UNDER THE LAW ”
(verses 20, 21). And in the para­
graph ending at the 1st verse of

I chapter 5, in which he presents the
relative importance of Law and Gos­
pel, as the son of a handmaid and
that of a free woman, he concludes,

I “ With freedom did Christ set us
'free; stand fast, therefore, and be
not entangled again in a yoke of
bondage." What that bondage was
is seen by verses 9*11. They “ob­
served days, ami months, and seasons,
and years." These men were the
progenitors of our modern Sabbat­
arians. And if the Apostle were
expressing himself on this thing, he
would just write as he did to the
Galatian Judaizers, " I am afraid of
you.”

Xtian Evidences.
-------- o--------

THE PHARAOH OF THE
OPPRESSION.

THE EDUCATION AND EARLY LIFE OF
MOSES.

ONE of the must interesting of
the Midday Leisures to City
Men was the one delivered

by the Rev. Dr. Samuel Binns, at
St. Michael’s Church, Cornhill, on
the “ Phatoah of the Oppression,
the Education and Early Life of
Moses." The doctor took for his
text Ex. 1 : 3, “ Now there arose a
new king over Egypt, which knew
not Joseph," and then proceeded to
say that the discovery as to who
this “ new king " was, was a matter
of the highest importance, for upon
it depended the verification of the
statement in Exodus that “ the so­
journing of the children of Israel in
Egypt was four hundred and thirty
years." The “ Speaker’s Comment­
ary," the ninth edition of the “ Ln-
cylcopa'dia Britannica," “ Kitto's
Illustrated Commentary," Sir Gard
net Wilkinson, and others • uggc t< J
that Aalrnic , the founder of the
eighteenth dynasty, wa. the mot
probable person, because lie drove



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. Accost 29, 1F95

out Apapi, the last of the Hyksos
kings, who was the patron of Jo. cph.
The ledturer, however, pointed out
that Joseph was only seventy when
Apapi lost his throne, and from tin
scriptures we learn that he lived
with his family around him enjoying
domestic happiness until he was 1 to;
for we arc told that he lived to < 1

the 17 yean Jacob lived in Egypt,
and suppose that Apapi u-igned )j
y< .1: ■ afu 1 the d ath < I J cob, in­
cluding the live y< ar./ struggle with
Aahmes, th-.n the monuments proved
to u that the I raelile- were just
430 year;, in Egypt, and our much-
prized Bible • on d m th 1 triuruj h.

Dr. Kimis next thawed th.t 1..
and dandle on hi:, knees his great
grandchildren, and also at his death
he* was embalmed and put into a
sarcophagus. Thus, then, he- dwelt
in Egypt .p» years after the <k ).c i­
lion of Apapi; that was right through
the reign of Aahmes, through tin
reign of his successor, Amcnophi:-
I., and two years into that of his
son Thothmes I.

Therefore, Aahmes could not be-
the king who “knew not Joi cph,"
seeing that the patriarch was living
in respedi and honor with his family
at Goschen during the whole of that
monarch's reign. Also Aahmes was
a Theban prince, and as the famine
extended throughout all the I.uni of
Egypt and even reached to Canaan,
Aahmes not only must have known
Joseph, but also must have partici­
pated in the great benefits of his
wise rule, which being the cast: in
ail probability he continued Jo- < ph in
some post of honor just as Darius the
Mede did Daniel. Then, as Joseph
lived two years dining the reign of
Thothmes I., Queen Ilatshepsu, the
daughter of the latter, would prob­
ably have known him and have
heard him spoken of with r< |-H,
so that through all that dynasty
would Joseph's memory be revered.
At the end of that dyna- ly Egypt
passed into anolln r family, that of
the Ramcsidcs, who would doubth :>
know nothing personally of Joseph.

It was nut Eameses 11., as some
supposed, who commenced th- op­
pression, for the monuments proved
that he was not born when Mo t
was taken out of the bulrush*
Therefore it must have been belt 1.
who, when he came to the- throne,
knew not Joseph, and comnit nc< d
the oppression, which was carried
on by his son, Kami :c.> 11., at who c
court Moses was brought up, and
which oppression was greatly in­
creased during the r< ign of hrs :."ir
and succc: ■ or, M« m phtah 11., who
was undoubt* dly the 1'b itauh of tin
Exodus. Eminent Lgyptologi-1 •
hail fixed the date of the accvLiion
of Aahmc-, the king who succeed* 1
Joseph's Pharaoh, at about !;»•<
n.c., and th* dale of the a< ■ •' 1
of Mem phlah II. at 1300 n.< «-t
just 400 years; and if v.r add to th:

monument. told u of the c.iu- I di---
position of this Sell 1., and read trie
translation of some of the inscrip­
tions in reference to him. The
doctor also staled that S.li was an
cxr r < dingly clever man, ar left b<
hind great works which would last
almost as. long .. . the world stood, ol
which works th. grand Hall of Col­
umns in the temple at Karnak, and
his magnificent tomb at T hc l- . ..n?
spec i.J c xamph . The ton
is fully described in Doctor Kim..'
work*, “Graven in the Rock"— is cut,
the lecturer explained, in the loiid
rock, the whole 1< nglh being 320ft.,
the last saloon l.u feet p 11cianru-
lar below the- surface, the inclination
of th e corridors downwards being at

I an angle of Hi degree , and they,
| with the ; lain uses, ar m t elabor­
ately decorattd with figuiu.. beauti­
fully sculptured in ba .-relit f. In ll;

I grand saloon Belzoni discovered
| Seti's beautiful alabaster ..rcopha-
I gus, which was now in Sir John
St ane’ Mu um, Lint oln's Inn

I Field , and has not its equal in the
world.

I The- lee'lurt r next pi> en ded to r< -
' late th'? di covciy of Pith >m. one of
the tiea.me cilii •, by M. Naville, at
Tell-ell Ma: khuta, n< ir to the- • c. nc

' of th'- battle fought at Tcl-rl-K* bit
! in ib A monument from this
treasure city, vi/., a statue of the

I limit-1..ml of King <) otl.ui II. in
red 1 ’ , 1.......... 11 I’ er Egypt
i.:ii grillery in th British Mu um,
upon it bi ing an in-eiiplion stating
that 1.. . a li ut< mt or recorder
of the city of Pithum.

The n< .1 inter*. ting nbj. it w.i
tin < ally lifeand* lucati< n < 1 Mo _ .
winch could be a i< rtaim.d from the

run nt • ■ told u wl it in
| ntian prim ■■ Id .. • I n
taught at that time. Fur M- • •
havi I Io IbyThcrmuthis,

ti . tighter, ni ■ tcation ■ Id
be f imil it to th it ol th othtr m- m-
|., 1 . of the Royal fai !y. lb I
titled in with tile t .t a.- it < I St.

' showed that there were striking
vidcnces that Moses was a general

I in Raim.-cs' army, which military
career helped to train him for becom­
ing the future leader of the great

I camp of Israelites when passing
i through the desert.
i We- must now give a few of the
1 Doctor's statements in reference to

.Mt nepblah, the Pharaoh of the Ex-
cdu.-, who was the son of Raineses
IL.and.s me Egyptologists thought,
was about sixty years old when he
came to the throne. It was very
remarkable that the Bib!.- and the
monuments quite coincided in the
description oi his character; for on
the latter he was described as be­
lieving in and practising magic, sur­
rounding himself and his court with
professed sorcerers and magicians.
1 le was al. o false, hypoci itical, weak,
vacillating, and accustomed to break
his promises, without warning or
apology. _

1 ba: lecturer then pointed out that
the Bible did not say that this
Pharaoh w a- drowned in the Kid
S- a, and therefore there was no diffi­
culty in reference to his magnificent
tomb which .till remained. The

. in Exodu 15: 9, in the Re-
vi 1 Vt r. ion, lead thu , “Tharaoh's
chariot .. nd his ho 4 hath He cast
into t'.a and his c hott n <aptains
arc sunk in the Red Sea. The

; cover the m. 1 le y went down
into tl.i d< pili like a st< ne.” Th< re
we found that Mo . idistindlly spoke
of Bharaohhost, his chariot , and

' his clio in captain , but ccilainly he
did 11.4 mention Pharaoh, which he
would haw di nc bad such a terrible
'Hat ar happened to the king. It
was quite evident that Mcncphtah
-.nt his chariots to follow the 1-. tael-

itisiv.-n into the path so miracu­
lously mad-j through the sea, whilst

| h and his infantry stood on the
hole. Here then was another in-

.Sauce of error in teaching the- Scrip­
ture stories to children. Dr. Kinns
<l'i < I with a few earnest words in
defence of the Biblical narratives.

Correspondence.
---------- o-----------

l !:'i l.olJ-NZO HOWARD
In 1. j I) t.> Dio Wall I
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paragraph, asw ill be seen from the subjoined
extract from Mr. H.’s letter, is quite true
It is incorrect to -.a) that Mr. II. '•wants a
license to enable him to marry;" he has had
one for a long time, has it still, and will
continue to hold it apart from the Churchc..
of Christ in N.SAV.
EXTRACT FROM A LETTER WRITTEN DY MR. I..

UOWAItl) ON JULY It, I895.
" It beems that the news of my latest step

has preceded me to Viftorin, and so I am to
a certain extent forestalled. I had expected
an op|>ortunity of giving you a surprise, but
as it has already reached jon. I may as well
explain the whole thing. Well, for two or
three years past 1 have not been altogether
satisfied in my own mind as to the Method-
istic stj le of baptism being the Scriptural
one. Many who have known me as a
Methodist, in connection with evangelistic
work, of which I have done a good dial and
with. 1 am thankful to say, a fairly large
share of success, can testify that I was
always a bit heterodox from a Methodist
standpoint on the subject of baptism. This
question 1 have for the past three years
endeavored to thrash out for myself inde­
pendent of what may be termed outside
help... 1 have sought for instruction from
the Bible itself, with the result tint for a
long time past, in spile of early teaching to
the contrary. 1 could not help coming to the
conclusion that both by example and pre­
cept the Book certainly taught l.li.urt' fa/-
hjn Probably from early teaching I strug­
gled against this conviction for tome time,
but ultimately had to confess that 1 Iwlicvcd
it was my duty aa well nu privilege to
imitate cur Saviour in this rv-jkil, and let
me lw but once convinced that it h right
lor inc to do a certain thing, and 1 mu t do
it as soon ns possible Well, on the strength
of tin. 1 resolvol to be immersed, but l»cfon>
1 did ■ <>. Mr. C< Ibournc came to see me and
we had a long talk over the matter, and the
subject of joining the church from a preach-
tr’h standpoint came up 'Can you find me
plenty cl work if I do?* I asked 'Any
amount of it.' he said. ' We arc short of
worker.. and want all we cun get But.'
added he, ' the worst of it is our financej
are none too good ' 'Ob,' 1 said, ’you m -J
not trouble about that as far as I am c n-
cerned ; it I join your preaching staff, it will
be as a labour of lave and for the glory of
God and not money.’ However, I bic.ii le
immersed, and now feel very thankful h r
having dene so, as I believe in my him I

-1 I have obeys 1 th. commmd ■ 1 C hi; t
in the matter. However, the sulqcfi of
preaching had to be lac-I sucidiuw or oiht r.
and after a good deal of thought and after
having ccnvcraitio:r> with four of the min
• a.,Fu, M. . r. ( 11. -.iri . i'.-i V. .ill I
Clapham, at dufcrcnt times on the matter.
I have gone to far a-. b< undertake to supply
the ixrv..c_. at Uoollahru fur the next two 

or three weeks. . . . I hope you won't th'nk !
that this i.a new-fangled idea of my own. '
fur it is the outcome of years of hone t
convRlion. and I ft cl that the step taken
v.ac perfectly right . . If the Church of
Christ, which 1 am learning to love very
much, is willing to avail it self of my ser­
vices as an independent preacher, they nn-
welcome to them without money and without
price, but otherwise, before the end of the
year I shall carry the gospel of God's grace
into one or two suburbs where it is not yet
proclaimed." Contkihuioii

Hearth and Home
---------- :o:----------

AT THE ELEVENTH HOUR
The night is dark, the hour is waving Lite.
A wayworn pilgrim knocking al die gate
Weary ol wandering in the wild . of sin,
I seek Thy fold, kind Master let me in
My locks arc wet w ith de.v Bleeding and sore
Myfect have Inxilife's riiggctl pithw.vy o'er
My youth is inc -hop stain tvi lot til d(
Friends scattered far or numb. t< d with the

dead.

Forgive, dear Lord, that I have >.tr.i)v<l to
long.

I Bulk -. amid the tv arid's unheeding throng
A weary outc.i t. penitent 1 stand .
In tender pity teach thy gracimi. lund.
!xt me but taste The sweet, forgiving love.
Once by thy side.no more, no more to rove
And still he Mandi and call:, with biller cry.
Importunate beneath the midnight ky.

Then agoni-td, he turnv in wild de pdr,
\\ hen |o, soft mu ic float > iq n tin dr
On ilu ry bin c th» frowi in unbar
A h. iv :ily 1; ;IH. • -’(ter th m tm ti or -tar,
| . .1. all till p ith-.vay. Ent-1. < titer in.
Thou • -ul blood bought, r. deemed In rn

death ami sin —'e.v .

THE ROAD TO YESTERDAY,
Will some vvl c man who has Journeyed

Over land and over :■< 1.
To the ojunlricx •••.here the rainbow

And th- gEti'-iu nn be.
Kindly tdl •> hide tram:-r-

Who iM.iddly hi-1 i.Lr v.ay.
Where's the r. . d lie mu t iravcl

To return to ycsttid.iy '
For you -<she's unfamiliar

Wnh t“ d i). a”d c-’-s r< I t< d
Wbatstrai inysicri P| t»

Tell.I >..,■■■: 1 '!• > “ 1
A. I i. r I ,.n “I1 - ■ 1 ' ■

1 houch ■ !■ ■ did rut mean to tay
Wh n hi- f- H a 1 ip la t cvvntng

\ I ■■ I ! • : »J
| C.r :la kit 3 dr d m I -ud

■j j ,t I: I. .11) Jl.’uld 1> VVC
v 1 • • • ■ ' • ■ ; io favors

Ihat I fairly ml t have wmt
J . la 1! like I - turn U 1 k.v.ird,

1 ■ 1. .1. -c th' • ' l( '■ ;•
Will > 1 • ’ v-'-' 1 "■ ’ !

WIiLia'. il-- read : ■ )• >■■ >) ■
M A/.'...'jj.

Tin: woman at rm: crib.

! It takes a brave man to live where
i my heroine Jived. Very pleasant,
! you say ? Oh, yes, it is now, with
; this soft breeze playing over the
1 lake, and the merry laughter of ex-
; cursiontsts ringing through the- air.
1 But in the winter, oh, in the winter,
when there is only the sound of the

I wild wind raving and howling, anil
] the great cakes of ice pile up until
; the stanch little tug can hardly crush
I its way through with needed sup-
j plitM ; then it is different.
1 But she was a cheery little woman
I who lived there in the old crib. And
i as, on a bright summer, she would
: explain to curious visitors how the
' crib was built over the inlet of the
1 tunnel, and how the water of Lake

Michigan flowed into the well
' through deep openings, and then
' was sucked through the tunnel by
I the throbbing engines two miles
1 away, to be distributed over the
■ city, they would listen admiringly.
Then, if some thoughtful one should
remark the singularly wasted and

' scarred appearance of the third
linger of her left hand, she would
probably state simply that it was

1 crushed last winter.
So I think I must tell you the

story myself, for in her modest it-
' kition of it you might not read, be-
1 tween the lines, her devotion, the
I unconscious heroism of a woman's
j love.

One day last winter, after a long,
• cold spell, Captain Halstrom began
almost to despair. Eur nearly two
weeks he and his men had toiled
like slaves. Tired, wet, and numb

• with cold, they worked with frantic
1 haste in the well, chopping away the
. ice fast caking about the inlet, or
1 with nets gathered the slush outside
, before il could enter.

But this day the ice would gam
; on them. Tire water ..ink lower
. and lower in the well, and the pros-

peCt of a water famine stared them
. in the face.
j Not a drop of w ater in all Chicago!
1 Cap-tain llulstrom gun white .is he
1 thought of it. He telephoned to
j the city tin danger, and a;ked h r
j a tug to be sent.
j “ Come, boy:," he !aid, "it 1 • now
or never 1 North inlet c h la d and
wt t one going f.i-t. You get down

' to the w-. !i. at 1 1 will Hit! . : '
"lliii’s.i -I. ,.|U||, John,' ealltvl

Mt . lid '.I-m.
' •• Never mind, 1 don't need that
now."

I “ Oh, John," she tried, in sudden

side.no
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terror, “ you are not going on the
south side ?"

“ Yes, Norah, that is just where I
am going.”

She said no more, but, catching
up her heavy shawl, followed him
out. The keen wind almost took
away her breath, and, as if in mock­
ery, the broad, while fields, stretch­
ing away on every side, glittered in
the sun. The ice was piled in great,
jagged hummocks, alternating with
dark blue patches of water.

Recalling her attention to her
husband, she turned in time to see
him disappear over the parapet.

•‘Oh, wait, wait! Isn’t one of
the men going to hold the line for
you ?’*

“ No, there isn't one to spare.
Safe enough."

Iler own reply was to throw over
the end of a slender but strong line.
The captain, balancing on the slip­
pery piles, knotted the rope under
his arms.

IIis wife gripped the line firmly,
keeping it taut, while he tugged and
shoved at the very cakes of ice. But
one vigorous thrust made him lose
his slight and uncertain footing, and
swing far out over the dark, iccy
water.

With a prayer and quick cry
which the wind carried away from
the house unheard, Mrs. Halstrom
began to draw him up, a dead
weight. And he was a strongly
built man, cumbered with heavy
clothing, and she by no means
muscular.

Inch hy inch she dragged the line
over the parapet, and again as the
wind would swoop around the corner
and sway his heavy body, he would
slip back. Her hands were growing
stiff and awkward with the cold, ami
as she gave a desperate pull,the third
finger of her left hand was caught
under the rope and ground against
the rough stone. Skin and muscle
and tendon were torn from the bone,
but not a murmur escaped the brave
little woman's lips, nor did she relax
her hold on the rope to release her
finger. But, entangling her foot in
the rope, and throwing her whole
weight upon it, she gave a steady
pull with her free hand, and her
finger, now little more than denuded
bone, slipped from the rope at the
edge of the coping. In another
instant Captain Ilalstrorn's hands
were upon the wall, and he swung
himself heavily over.

•• W hy, Norah, wife, what is the
matter? Has it killed you?" he
exclaimed, seeing her lean, very 

white ami trembling, against the
stones, with the blood dripping over
her dress. Just then two men ran
across the platform. They had
crossed the ice, and, seeing it all,
they hurried on, shouting, but could
not get there in lime to help. They
lifted her tenderly, and carried her
into the house, stanched the flow of
blood, and tried to replace the torn
tendons.

The first faintness over, she ral­
lied briskly, and during the weary
hours while the tug crunched its
way through the ice, she busied
herself giving directions for hot
coffee for the men.

When the tug came, with the
physician on board, her first anxiety
was for the tunnel. Yes, a relief
force had been sent, anti outside the
tug was churning up the waters to
force the ice, and divers had been
lowered. Thank God, the danger
was over.

In course of time the finger healed,
but it is very stiff and wasted, you
see—just skin and bone.

And she? Oh, no, she doesn't
mind it a bit. She thinks that was
a small price to pay for the captain's
life.—Exchange.

Bible Readings.

THE SHORTEST VERSE.
BY C. II. SPURGEON.

“Jesus wept."—John 11 : 35.

A great storm was stirring the
mind of Jesus. Wc find on looking
at the original, that He was indig­
nant and troubled. We have a very
literal translation in the Revised
Version ; and instead of reading,
“ He groaned in the spirit, and was
troubled," we find it, “He was
moved with indignation in the spirit,
and troubled Himself." What was
this indignation ? We cannot think
that it was caused by the unbelief of
His friends, or even by the pretended
sympathy of those malicious Jews
who hastened to accuse Him Io the
Pharisees; but we look further and
deeper for the reason of this heat.
He now stood face to face with the
last enemy, death. He saw what
sin had done in destroying life, and
even in corrupting the fair handi­
work of God in the human body ;
He marked also the share which
Satan had in all this and His indig­
nation was aroused; yea, His whole 

nature was stirred. Some read it,
“ He roused Himself," instead of
as wc have it in our version, “ He
was troubled." Certainly, there
would seem to be an aClive sense
in the expression: it was not so
much that He was troubled, as
that “ He troubled Himself." The
waters of His soul were clear as
crystal, and therefore when trou­
bled they were not mudded; yet
they were all stirred. It could be
seen that His holy nature was in a
ferment, and an inarticulate expres­
sion of distress fell from Him Be­
tween indignation al the powers of
evil, grief for the family who had
been bereaved by death, sorrow over
those who stood by in unbelief, and
a distressing realisation of the effcCls
of sin,the Lord's heart was evidently
in a great storm. Instead of the
thunder ol threatening, and the
lightning of a curse, all that was
perceptible of the inward tempest
was a shower of tears; for “Jesus
wept." A hurricane rushed through
His spirit; all the forces of His soul
were disturbed; He shuddered at
the sight which was about to be set
before Him; He was thrilled from
head to foot with emotion; yet the
result of the storm was not a word
of terror, nor a glance of judgment,
but simply a blessed shower ol tears:
“Jesus wept." If all our righteous
indignation displayed itself in tears
of pity, wc should have fulfilled the
text, “ Be ye angry, and sin not."

“Jesus wept." I have often felt
vexed with the man, whoever he
was, who chopped up the New Tes­
tament into verses. He seems to
have let the hatchet drop indiscrim­
inately here and there; but I forgive
him a great deal of blundering for

1 his wisdom in letting these two words
just make a verse by themselves:
“ Jesus wept." This is a diamond of
the first water, and it cannot nave
another gem set with it, for it is uni­
que. Shortest of verses in words,
but where is theirc a longer one in
sense ? Add a word to the verse,
and it would be out of place. No,
let it stand in solitary sublimity and
simplicity. You may even put a
note of exclamation alter it, and let it
stand in capitals, “J ESUS WEPT!"
There is infinitely more in these
woids than any sermonizer, or stu­
dent of the Word, will ever be able
to bring out of them, even though
he should apply the microscope of
the most attentive consideration.
“Jesus wi.pt." Instinctive fact;
simple but amazing; lull of consola-
worthy ol our earnest heed.
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Home Missions.
------ o-------

By M McUlias.
W. D. Little.—During the past month

have visited every part of this circuit, held
twenty meetings for preaching and Bible
study, and in nearly every place had audi­
ences that are very encouraging. At
Kaniva the brethren arc enthusiastic in
Bible study, and some of them by the
preparation of essays on various subjeds
show a desire to qualify themselves for use
in the Master's service. At North Yanac
the attendance has been more numerous
than heretofore, and bears promise ol suc­
cessful work. On the way up there we
held a meeting at Bunyip, which we trust
to follow with others every month. Prom
Bordertown held a week-night meeting at
Mundclla Hall, which the brethren are en­
deavouring to obtain for Lord's day preach­
ing Last Friday evening had our first
preaching meeting at Dinyarrak, which was
abandoneil some time ago. The attendance
was so satisfactory that wc intend to carry
on meetings here also, if the Lord will.
Although no additions this month, expcdl
some shortly as arrangement have been
made for one baptism, and we have been
told of some other decisions. May the Lord
Himself establish the labour of His servants.

G. II. Browne.—1 have been my usual
rounds since last report. On the list July
I was at Galaquil, morning and afternoon,
evening, Galaquil East On the 22nd visited
a Mr. Lid, who decided to obey the Saviour;
to on the 2jrd baptised him al Beulah. His
wife has also been added, having been im­
mersed before. 28th. — Morning at Galaquil,
24 present; Bro and Sister Lad received.
Afternoon. Brim, oxer jo broke bread
Evening. Galaquil. about 50 present. Aug
4th—Morning, Galaquil. afternoon, same
place, over 60 present Evening. Galaquil
East, over 00 present, but 1 was unable to
speak here, having a cold, so Bro. White
took my place, nth.—This date will long
be remembet cd by all here Wc had
gathered together to remember our Lord,
when a telegram came, telling us of the
death of our Sister Barnes, who had been
run over by the train on Saturday night.
There was, and is, great sorrow at her loss.
She was the mother of 12 children, six of
whom arc members with us. She was a
particular favourite, always bright and
cheerful Afternoon, wc gathered at Brim;
Bro Everett, from Bangcrang, preached
In the evening wc all gathered together at
the house of Sister Barnes and read and
prayed together. On the 14th buried Sister
Barnes at Ikulah Cemetery. 18th - Gala­
quil, morning and afternoon Ono woman
ucc forward and confessed Christ, and at 

the dose her husband decided. They arc
to be baptised next Tuesday. Evening,
Galaquil East, about 40 present. Wc have
had very little success here yet. but still
labour on; wc arc sowing the seed. let us
hope wc may reap by-and-bye.

Brim. Aug. 19

T HAGGER - 1 left Melbourne on Thurs­
day. July 18th. arriving in Echuca late on j
the following Saturday. The church there j
has 41 names on the roll. 15 of whom live
in the town. 1 stayed here till Thursday.
theayth. On Sunday we held two gospel
meetings, also another on Monday. On
Wednesday a tea-meeting was held for the
double purpose of celebrating the opening
of the new meeting house and of welcoming
me to the distrid. The meeting was a
great success. The next place visited was
Kcrang East, where there are S members.
There are not great prospects of svcccss
here. The schoolroom can only be obtained
by the brethren cn alternate Sundays. 1
went to Murrabit. 16 miles away, and
preached at a Baptist meeting. At this
latter place Bro and Sister McDonald, ol
Drummond Church, reside, and as it is on
the way to Bcnjcroop. I will thus break the
journey from Kcrang East to that place
Arrangements have been made to hold a
week-night meeting In their house. At Bcn­
jcroop I found a church of 8 members also.
Prospers of success here arc good. I only-
stayed thiee days, during which time we
had one gospel meeting in the Fish Point
schoolroom. We left this place for Yarra-
walla on Thursday. July 26th. arriving the
following day On Saturday I proceeded
to Fernihurst Held services on Lord's
day and Monday evenings On Tuesday I
went to Weddcrbum. The church here
numbers 64 They have a fine Bible Class
that meets on Wednesday evenings, over
which Bro. Twiddy senr. presides. We
had a gospel meeting on Thursday, and on
the Lord's day, in addition to addressing
the church in the morning and preaching in
the evening. I delivered an address to child­
ren in the afternoon. Our evening meeting
was a great success as regards attendance.
The chapel was crowded from platform to
door, while several remained outside. I
was greatly encouraged by this gathering.
The distribution of tracts, which thi»church
has recently taken up. is in a large measure
accountable for this large meeting On
Wednesday reached Echuca. In the even­
in' I conducted a Bible class. andon Thurs­
day preached the go-.pd Friday afternoon
I came to Kyat-ram 1 preached about
three miles out of the tow non Sunday after­
noon, and at Bishop's hall in the evening
I am unable to record any visible results so
far, but hope I” be able to do m» etc long
I preach here again m Tue day, and leave
cn Wi Jnc,day l»r Ethuu, where wc pio
pox- holding a week's protracted meeting

Church News.
------ o------

All matter for this defartneenl thoulJ rurh
the Office by wwi on Tuesday. But short items
arriving by neon on H'rJnrs.f.iy trill find a flats
if there is room. Send all newt items direct to
A. B Maston, 523 Elizabeth street. Carlton.

NEW ZEALAND.

Aucklam*.-- A short lime ago the Church
here held its half-yearly combined business
and tea meting, which had liccn arranged
in order that brethren and sisters who do
not as a rule attend business meetings might
be informed of the work which is being
done in our midst. During the half-year
seven have been added to the church by­
faith and obedience. The preaching meet­
ings have been well attended, the platform
having Ix-cn occupied by local brethren,
among whom Bro. Brydcn has done his full
share of the work. The various agencies of
church work were reported upon by their
rcspedive secretaries, showing that very
good work in the Master's service had been
done in every department. These included
Sisters' Sewing Meeting, Young Men's and
Young Women s Bible Classes, Sunday
School Teachers' Union, Band of Hope.
and Mutual Improvement Society. Some
of these reports I am specially desired to
forward for publication. They arc there­
fore sent herewith The object sought to
be obtained by these classes and agencies
will be sufficiently explained by the title of
each, but it is only right here to say that a
large amount of success has attended the
ctfcrts put forth Sisters arc brought into
more intimate relation and learn to love
and assist each other al lhe Sisters' meet­
ing. Young men and maidens are trained
to habits of consecutive study of the in­
spired Word al their Bible Classes. Teach­
ers take counsel together as to the bc.l
means of imparting instruction and main­
taining discipline in the Sunday School, at
their Union meetings The Band of Hope
warns the young and rising generation
against the drinkin,; customs of our day, and
seeks to prevent them from falling Into the
snare of the destroyer. The Mutual Im­
provement Society embraces all kinds of
subjects in its studies, and includes friends
outside lhe Church who are anxious t • help
on its work and willing to abide by its rules.
We hope for good results under the Divine
blessing in time to como from the operation
of all these agencies to the glory of God and
for the good of our fellow men It I’.'Wnf.v

Among the reports of ihc various depart­
ments of Church work presented • ■ ir half
yearly Church tea meeting, the fulluait.g
from the Young Mas BiblcCla*, v.ox read
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by the secretary , Bro l< Davies, (pitomi-.cd,
however, so a. not to lx- loo lengthy for
publication: —Since last report we have

wish that tho c who have promised money
and also those who would like to share in
the good work to send along at once, that

been continuing our studii s ol the Seri -
lures and our various exercises with con­
siderable Interest and profit, and making.
we trust, lair progress in knowledge Our
president. Bro W H Exans. has led our
studies through the fir.-t Epistle of John,
and we are at present going through the
Epistle to Galatians We cannot too
heartily thank our worthy president (or the
time and trouble taken in making these
letters clear to each one, causing light to
appear where before via. darkne* ■ The
attendance and readiness to take part in all
exercises manifest the great interest of the 1
members in these studiei Our numbers do
not increase, on account ol the many re­
movals. Several who had begun to u e
their talents in the Church have had to
leave for other places Still we know the
seed sown in the class will not be lost.
Resides the u* ual le •- ons, the qui tion Ikix
is made good use of and brings up for di .-
cushion on the l.v.t Sunday in each month
subjects of practical Christianity, tnch .v,
"Can Christians <rvc as soldiers," •'I. ii
right to sjxculate in gold-mining shares, '
and is it not gambling and many others
We try to keep a held on our di-taut mem­
ber.* by corre pondence, and where |x>s,ib!e
to continue the studies in this way. Other
similar cla-.se . have- b< rn commenced In two
distant plav . by membets of the cla^e re­
moved to those parts, and the e are pro-
gre. ing nicely. 'I he aim of the cla-.s is to
lay a good foundation for faith in Christ at
the Son of God to learn practical Christ-
unity, both individually and in the church
and to fit young rncmlxra of the church for
future uscfulncs. — R. Davies Secretary

Tlic quarterly report of Si •!< r.’Sewit* .*
Meeting in connection with t’hri tian ■
Meeting House, corner of Crxik and Hob -.n
Street.. Auckland It ij our plea* ant duty
to bring before you our quarterly report
We arc pleated to be able to record tli.it our
meetings have bon very profitable to 11 ■.
and we have dune our lx- t lor our Ma t- r
and Hi. c..u Our -.: -ters have done a
great deal of vl iting, trying to cheer the
sick and comfort the bereaved One fe.ituir
in our report ««. n*.. painful for the pn uit.
that is that our dear Bro and Si ter Ilan-;
ham'u ami Bro and Si t< r King'-, little uni . j
have gone hottie*. We •- nt .1 kth r of urn- 1
dul< nee to each family, and we pray that ]
God may comfort them both We have
had six meetings during the quarter, and
our attendance ha . averaged «*h ven, ■ o that
considering our member, only numb r
twenty-four, that is veiy g. .1 V. <••!<• h- | ■
that tm re of our • i A»r . will make an • fl-at
to f dl in and hi Ip u* in the / oud • ik Ali
the ciitera worked with heart and hand, and 

arc all willing to do anything for any who
are in want. We have sold several garment.
anti have sent a pared and some money to

VICTORIA.

Wi itni.niaiiN - Since In it report we have
had two more make the good confession
and put on the Ixird in Hi. own appointed

| way, and received into the Church, one
from tin* Sunday-school, the other a young
man working here For tin - we thank our
Heavenly Father, and take courage On
tho 6th Inst , our young brother T. Dagger
arrived here, and on the Sth he preached to
a good audience, and on l et Lord'. day he
addressed the Church in the morning and
the Sunday school scholars in the afternoon,
and in the evening preached to a full house
He was livtcncd to very attentively, and 1
think lie made a good impression on nil tint
had tlie pleasure of hearing him He seems
to be a very earnest young man and a good
visitor a*. well ai preacher, and the impres­
sion he han made on me ii that lie i> the
right man in tin* right place I believe if
the brethren remember him at the throne
ol Grace, and of course with the help of
our Heavenly Father ((or without Hix help
we can du nothing), he will do a good work
in this circuit of ours. May tin . be the
prayer of us all Some, |xrhap... may think
our brother 111 ather y oung, myself included.
but let us remember that Timothy was
young when he started to preach, and the
apoidle writing to him said "Let no man
de.pise thy youth." I hope no one in thl.
circuit will despise his youth, but let us
encourage him in the gnat work, then the
Lord will bli .v hi. labour:..

Aug r(* J Tui.iir 1:.

I’.xuK’n Bull Caihhagi. -To the breth­
ren will) SO kindly re .ponded to the nppral
made i n b.h.dl of a new Bible Carriage (er
Bro Park

Di ak Bri.nmi 1 hav wry much
pleasure in informing you that the new car­
nage i. now fini.ln.l and on the r>ud hi

this small debit may be cleared o(T. The
following is a statement of receipts and
expenditure:—

7 46 5 0
! By cash as subscribed .. £34 13 6
1 .. Price of old carriage .. 7 to o

., ,. .. harness .. i 10 o
,, Dr. Balance .. .. 2116

4»6 5 0
Once more thanking you, brethren, for

your generosity, I am.
Yours in the bonds of Christian love,

Gi:o. H. Bishop.
-------o-------

QUEENSLAND.

| Kanaka Mission. —Bro. Thompson’s rc-
1 port for July.—The meeting', held on the
I plantations during the past month have

been fairly well attended, considering the
extremely cold, frosty nights, we have had
here of late. The Kanaka brethren arc
continuing in well doing in spreading the
go p.-l on the plantations of a night time,
also in holding Sunday schorls One of the

I Kanaka brethren who had been working in
I the hi:., Ins removed to the Gregory river,

and has commenced holding week night
meetings, also a Sunday- school.

Aug 12 S O'Bkiln, See.
------ O-----

.‘<>1-111 AUSTRALIA.

Received forGencr.il Evangelist Fund
Port I’irie, flj, <)ue:-nstown, fl to 1

The Annual Conference of Churchc-. of
Christ in SA will be held in Grotc-strcet
chapel on Sept it, 12 and 1 j. Let no one
forget, and all make arrangements to attend.

North Aullaiih: -On Aug. 18th there
was one confession at Kermode st and one
at Pulsford Ro id 1 he special services
h ue been very fully attended and these arc
the lira -fruit.. After next Sunday, the
ijth, Mr Dickson takes the preaching at
Kermode st. for six or seven Sundays, and
Dr Vcrco give . hi . blackboard lectures at
Prosper.

Stifling East —Since last report three
have publicly cunft d their faith in Chri»t.
Two have bn n imnti r cd . the other |i» v )
will obey the Master n-.-xt laird’s day Two
of these arc tcliolars from the Sunday
School. To God be the glory.

Riciiai.u I’i.ti us, Sec

I’t.LLV Since 1.1 l npoil we have re­
el md one by faith .mil id>. lirta ■- Alfred
I. .1 i.i nbi rgci. and by ktbi from G1. I1 -t
bi-.tirs Fax, Chiunich and Hain -, and Bru

forGencr.il
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Harris, these were all good worker; al
Grote-st., anti we hope they will work lor
the Master at Unlcy with the same zeal
and earnestness. Our meetings are good,
and Bro. Green is much appreciated, and
we believe that there is a good time in store
for Unlcy. May God bleu our work and
His people.

Aug. at. T. G Sioi:t:n

Norwood.—1 am pleased to report that
the meetings of the church arc keeping up
well in attendance. Peace reigns in our
midst, and the spirit of prayer is manifest
on all sides. Since our last report we have
bad occasion to open the baptistery several
times, when those who made the "good
confession" have been baptised into Chri t
Strangers continue to come to our meetings
and we are hopeful of many more obeying
the truth.

The Sunday School is progressing satis­
factorily. We are having four class rooms
built, which will be very helpful to the
teachers of the elder classes, when they can
have their classes alone and teach them
quietly the truths of God's word Besides,
when four classes arc taken out of the
chapel, more room will l>c kit for the cla .c •
remaining there.

The Sisters' Prayer Meeting is still being
earned on. and the Dorcas Society has l>ecn
enabled to render help to many poor can -
during the winter

The Endeavour Society is still doing a
good work Mtetin . • arc >• • ■ ailonilly h<Id
by them at the Ik .chute Asylum, and
several of our member • arc on il’c,"Work< 1
Committee" of that institution

We thank God for all ba- ■ Ing* received
thu . far. and labour on in hope

Owen. We nre pleased to report one
more addition to the church at Dalkey by
faith and immersion. We hr ir of the
brethren at Balaklava (12 mile ; from hete)
having good time >-15 additions for the
pal four weeks, and mure expelled l > fol­
low The members of this church arc oi
sterling character, and hive proved to be
living epistles, and have Rained the confi­
dence of those around them Dy the able
and faithful a. .ivtance of Bro. D'Neu, many
arc seeing the way of the Lord more clearly
and taking their stand on the Lord's side
May they continue to pr.-spCT

Au; ... D I

Nott nt At’t.LAio!. Last evening the
chape! was crowded, when two were im­
mersed. At Prospect one made thu good
confession Aug. ab

Balaclava Since last report s; ven ba. ••
confessed Christ; sii of these have been
baptised

OUR BUDGET
• —.0. ■ — ■

Be true to God. and th' :t you will be
false to no man

To-day is the time to serve the Lord
To-morrow is too late.

If the voice of God points one way anti
earthly gain another way. hied the voice of I
God.

The man who make* it hr. htt\inc«> to ,
serve the l-ord dock not h ive to explain his I
conduct.

If the truth told on yuuwill not hurt v 1. .
it Is very h .rd ft r one to hurt you by telling
a lie on you.

You can serve Satan by failing tn t >k-
sides with the right in an 1 »uc between ,
right and wrong.

A Rood role Wbt 1 the fl d. . . .,
tile sty go one way and ecu ci.nee .m-atlit r. <
always follow conscience

The Chri .tian (?) who will net work tin- [
less he can take the lead it working more '
for his own glory than fur the glory of God |

(i..-- oonfe I a kt S uth Yan 1 n Sunday
la.t, Bro Hannah preaching

One confession at Sth Melbourne Lord ■
day evening. Bro Barnacle | rcachiug.

We- hear that there h a likelihood of Bro
Selby entering upon a debate with Mr R
Rubet i'. the apostle of Christadelplii.ini m
Bro. S ha. been invited to a discussion, 1
and will comply with the rvqueit. mould
lb ,!. 1 at tut ■ -,i i > lh« pn ;• ti n. to
Ihj diicrtjvcd

The Victorian Alliance held a very »uc-
.< fol Ann1tl M< th : la the ‘ rega
tl .. jfall la : M« nday evenit : R- elu­
tions were pa <d in favour of prohibition.
aRo against grocers' licences, and for tl;<
abolition of barmaid i Bro Selby was on-
of the speaker* at the meeting

I We hear that the brethren at Perth,
W A . are having good meetings and are
working together in perfect harmony, For
tome time pxst they have had an average
attendance of 25 at the I.ord's day morning
meetings

The evening services are not so well
attended a. could be <’■ dtid, owing to the
unsuitable place in which they ni< -t This
defed they intend tu alter.

Through the kindne.i of the late Bro
Horton, of Victoria, this have been able
to secure a good piece of ground in a good
locality, and upon this desire to erect a
plain building for present needs

In Perth litnb.T ii deicer thin stone, and
• ' irer th in Mt lb urt e brit It II

would b_- a big lift fi r our P« rth friends If
our Syd'; v. Melbourne, ami Adelaide breth­
ren would ft. .id; the In. '•> They think
they can raise about one hundred |M>unds
thcintehci, and about another hundred

Id | t 1'.. tn tral ;ht \\ ho will help
the little chutch in Perth ’

To VtctukiA.*. Brtliti:i *. Dear Breth­
ren. Wen.i.t l<» have to inform you that
1 'i .. II" IK Ml It II-.? 1 ■ I . . IN
Akui Aiis Just think what this means.
Over tin week.' s.ilarie> to our |>oorly paid
agents, whose wage > have already bean cut
to the lowe.il' We have no Isequesis to fall
luck upon now, and there arc yet fom
month • unto the bane t of the annual col­
lection In the meantime what are these
brt thren and their wive . and families to do •
Plea c do not merely sigh over the state of
affairsand th< n straightway forget al) about
it in the | re . of other subject . but if you
can do anythin- for the Lord along this
line, however little, do it while it 1. on your
mind "Hewlio .in quickly give, twice "
The money is m-. led jml k. .. On bclulf
of the Mi vionary Committee. D A Ewi i.s,
Prisident. M M> l.nt t. vs. S.crctary

Bazaars, Ac The following extract from
the Jgr how , how the religion i f Christ is
dr 1. cl ihrou ;b the n-.iu- in 1 rd. r to obtain
fund . to c-irrv on Church w.rk "During
the pi t four v... ks a bazaar Li; b.-.tt in
progre . al the cln ! t. -m attach'..! to SS.
Peter and Paul' R C Church. South Mel­
bourne, and hi» proved < ■.*• ptio" vlly .uc-
< ful I: "I : ■ I b. t' ' \ •:
G-jvtrt: r and c >rn. I out with th bu ir. ,s
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Bro. A. M. Ludbrook, at Brighton, hxs
just concluded a scries of ledurcs on "The
Catacombs of Rome," which have excited
considerable interest.

Bro. A. H. Bryant, having liccn unwell of
late, hxs gone to Adelaide for n month's
change and rest. Bro. B. \V. Huntsman.
junr . is supplying at N. Fitzroy.

The Brighton Sunday School is now form­
ing a library. Any gifts ol books, new or
second-hand, will be thankfully received
Send to Mr. F. Ludbrook, 121 Collins-st.

A Sisters' Prayer and Praise Meeting will
be held in the lecture hall of the Svvanston-
M. chapel at 3 o'clock Friday afternoon,
the 5th Sept. All sisters cordially invited
to attend.

The monthly meeting of the Victorian
S S. Union Committee is postponed till
Monday, and Sept , owing to the Annual
Meeting of the Temperance Alliance being
held on the Ixst Monday In August.

A recent cablegram states that a remark­
able speAadc is just now presented at
Lourdes, in the south of France, a noted
place of resort by Roman Catholic pilgrims.
There arc no fewer than 25,000 sufferers in
the town, who arc clamouring to lie dipped
in the "sacred"grotto. Father Bailly, the
organiser of the pilgrimage, declares that
hundreds of miraculous cures have been
effected.

Huxley is dead at three-score and ten.
His bark of life went down in the wide and
fathomless tea of speculation. It was
necessarily so, xs he had no port In view
It is evident to his readers that in tht storms
of ill-health and bereavement which over­
shadowed his later course, he would almost
have welcomed any |wrt, but if he had ever
taken lessons in life's sea-craft he had long
ago forgotten them, and was drifting aim-
Jr .'.ly when the summons came. He was a
great man ns the world counts greatness,
an intellectual giant as the world measures
giants, but, therefore, all the more striking
illustration of the truth that the wisdom of
men is foolishness with God.

During the year (says Tht Chiittijn)
21,403 Hebrew New Testaments were for­
warded to different parts of the world for
distribution. Dr. Alfhausen, of Wilna, who
hxs much to do with the continental distri­
bution, writes that Dr. Hermann, one of
Israel's learned and religious men, has
naid: '•The history of Israel will only
attain Ils true position in the world, and
Israel herself her better future—when she
Ims accepted Christ. That will be the true
ami only way of solving Israel's problem.
The cause of Israel's rejection Is their re­
jection ol the Messiah, Jesus; and their
restoration to favour, and to their original
d<--filiation, will only take place when they
will have accepted Him a-, their Saviour."

We arc pleased to notice from reports
that our new Home Missionary — Bro.
Dagger—is having good meetings.

The new Indiana liquor law. which hxs
made such a stir among the liquor dealers,
and which they have vowed to defeat, or
circumvent, authorizes a majority of the
voters of a township, or of a ward in any
city to prohibit the selling of liquor in such
township, or ward It requires that every
saloon shall be on the ground floor, fronting
the street ; that it must be in a room sep­
arate from all other rooms in which busi­
ness is carried on. and without any parti­
tion ; there must be no music, nor amuse­
ment devices of any sort, and that at times
when it is unlawful to do business the win­
dows must be left uncurtained and unob­
structed This law makes a real attempt to
" regulate" this unregulatable business.and
the whole liquor camp is in mutiny. How
hard it is to regulate this lawless business
may be seen in the action of the New York
hotel keepers. They circumvent the Sun­
day closing ordinance in this way : They
claim the right to furnish liquor to their
customers with meals, and now they provide
any amount or kinds of liquor in connection
with an order of any one item in a bill of
2jd. dishes

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.
---------- o-----------

PAUL.— Bro Hugh Paul, aged 39, fell'
asleep in Jesus on August 1st, after a long,
lingering sickness, borne with Christlikc
patience. Baptised about 16 years ago, and
ever since a faithful follower of the Master,
his loss will be keenly felt by the church at
Berwick and by all who knew him. It is
not too much to say that he was a talented.
educated gentleman, with a fine capacity
for business, anti an exalted sense of his
responsibilities to the church. Even when
confined to bis house he seemed to be one
of the pillars of the cause in this place, bis
advice and experience as an officer of the
church being invaluable to his fellow dea­
cons With a retiring, humble disposition
was combined the deepest devotion to
Christ, and unflinching faithfulness to the
truth as it is in Jesus. The weak-spined,
compromising laxity of the present day vvxs
not to be found in Inin He was an eloquent
speaker and preacher, a good singer, and
above all, one who lived Christ nt home
and abroad. For some years Bro. Paul
and his family resided at Garfield, and ex­
perienced many happy timer of refreshing
there with our late Bro llilliar. Since his
removal to Berwick his whole thought has
been for the welfare of the church There
have been so many gaps in our ranks here
nf late that we can ill afford to lose him.
Quite a number have left for other ports.
and death hi> liccn ul work among us, so

that our numbers arc much diminished.
We would have been glad if he could have
been spared a few years longer, but the
I-ord knows what is best. Our brother
leaves a wife and five children, who sorrow
not as those that have no hope, but look
forward to that day when the trumpet shall
sound, and the dead in Christ shall be
raised incorruptible. Sister Paul has had
abundant token of the reaped in which her
loved one was held in all the district, by the
many expressions of sympathy from near
and far. May vve all be true to the end.
that we may meet our brother in heaven.

Percy Pittman.
SHARP.—On August 13th, Brother and

Sister J. Sharp, of I-ikc Rowan were called
upon to part with their little daughter Flor­
ence, aged ten months After an illness of
three days she succumbed to an attack of
croup The pang at parting is severe, but
is dispelled when we think of the little one
at rest in that land to which vve are ourselves
hastening.

WHITE.-Our beloved Sister White has
just been called away from this world of
pain and care She only obey ed her Master
about one week before her death. Although
convinced of the truth for years, and re­
membered His dealh once which she enjoyed
very much, she departed in full assurance
of faith and love to Him who loved her and
died for her. She leaves a husband and
grown-up family to mourn her loss. We
wish to express our sincerest sympathy
with them, and hope they will all meet
where and when there will be no pain,
death, or parting. Bro Park s|>okc at
the grave, and on Ixirds day evening ad­
dressed a large gathering, warning them to
also be ready.

Taradale, Aug. 19. II. Hughes.
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