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Current Topics.
--------o--------

RESIGN IN NATURE.—Mr.
Lz Frank Buckland, the eminent

Naturalist, shows very beauti­
fully the evidence of design in nature
in even comparatively small things
As an instance of this he tells us :

“ Birds that lay their eggs in holes
have round eggs. There are, how­
ever, certain birds which incubate
their eggs, without any nest at all,
upon the ledges of rocks. In this
position it is very possible that dan­
ger would occur to the egg by being
accidentally moved by the parent
bird, or maybe by the wind. If the
egg were round, it would very prob­
ably roll off the precipice, and falling
to the bottom, be smashed.

“ Let us now see how the difficult
problem of the preservation of this
egg is managed by creative wisdom.
The egg of the guillemot, to take a
good example, is not round, but
elongated at one end. The consequence
is, that when it is touched the egg
will not roll away like a billiard ball,
but it will simply turn round upon
its axis.

“ This peculiar structure can be
seen, and the atftion of the force
upon the egg illustrated by a very
simple experiment. Take a common
screw and place it near the edge of
the table; touch it gently so as to
bet it in motion. You will observe
that the screw, instead of running off
the edge of the table, will simply
L'h around on its small end—its own

axis. I cannot conceive anything
more beautiful than this arrangement
of the eggs of birds which build on
ledges of rocks, and which are very
liable to destrutflion. This fatfl will,
I think, afford excellent evidence, if
more witnesses were required, to
show creative skill even in such
simple things as birds* eggs.

Al NG LORY.—In answer to
V the question, “ Which atfl of
personal vainglory conferred the
greatest benefit on the world?"
Pearson's Weekly gives the following:
—“ Robespierre caused an Atfl to
be passed abolishing the new re­
ligion of revolutionary France,
namely, the Worship of Reason,
and the Atfl decreed the existence
of a Supreme Being. Shortly after­
ward, an impressive ceremony, called
the Festival of the Supreme Being,
took place, in which Robespierre was
the central figure. History has no
parallel to this instance of vainglory.
But it had a salutary effetfl. His
vanity disgusted many, and their
fears were roused when, two days
after, a law was passed by which
the punishment of accused persons
was expedited. Supported in his
most infamous measures by St. Just
and Couthon, he had become an
atrocious dictator who held the lives
of millions in his hands. But his
vainglory hastened not merely his
own end, but that of the Reign of
Terror. Bold and immediate atftion
being necessary on the part of his
enemies to save themselves, Robe­

spierre's arrest was ordered by the
Convention, and in a day or two he
was executed. His death, so Lamar­
tine says, was the date of the cessa­
tion of terror. The majority of the
Convention began at once to undo
the mischievous legislation of the
previous year. This opened the way
for better government, and saved
France. The impulse with which
the Revolution had begun was nearly
exhausted, the treasury was empty,
the assignats had depreciated enorm­
ously, ihe army was wretchedly clad,
and trade and commerce were almost
destroyed. The way was opened now
so that France, under Napoleon,
should recover herself, ami take her
place among the nations.

/TYAGNIFICENCE OF NERO.
The following account of the
great persecutor of the Chris*

tions, from the Quarterly llctiiz,', may
interest our readers:—‘‘It was to
Nero that Tacitus applied the ex­
pressions incredtbilium cujdtor. What
he not only desired but achieved in
the way of cruelty and vice would
be declared incredible, if Roman
history had not already what revolt­
ing atrocities may be conceived by
a diseased imagination and executed
by it responsible power. Alter the
burning of the city he gratified his
taste, in disregard of the proprietors,
in rebuilding it. He at once appro­
priated a number uf the rites and a
large portion of the public grounds
for his n< v, pal l( 1 hi p irticoc ■
with their ranks of columns wctc a
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mile long. The vestibule was large
enough to contain that colossal
statue of him, in silver and gold,
from which the Colosseum got its
name. The interior was guilded
throughout and adorned with ivory
and mother-of-pearl. The ceiling of
the dining-rooms was formed of
movable tablets of ivory, which
shed flowers and perfumes on the
company. The principal saloon
had a dome which, during night
and day, imitated the movements
of the celestial bodies. When this
palace was finished, he exclaimed,
‘At last I am lodged like a man.'
His diadem was valued at half a
million. His dresses which he never
wore twice, were stiff with gold and
embroidery. He fished with purple
lines and hooks of gold. He never
travelled with less than icoo car­
riages. The mules were shod with
silver; the muleteers clothed with
the finest wool, and the attendants I
wore bracelets and necklaces of
gold. Five hundred she asses fol­
lowed his wife I’opp.ea in her pro­
gresses to supply milk for her bath.
He was fond of figuring in the circus
as a charioteer and in the theatre as
a singer and ndor. There was not
a vice to which he was not given,
nor a crime which he did not com­
mit. ”
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IS UNBELIEF SIN ?
-------o-------

p^Hosi; who make it a practice to
read the various leading reli-

▼ gious journals are frequently 

rewarded by perusing articles which
cause them some degree of surprise
at the theories propounded, and
which arc evidently made upon the
assumption that anything appearing
in print will be regarded as absol­
utely corredl. It may be true that
the majority of mankind do not
think, but it is scarcely safe to
assume upon this weakness at all

I times and in all cases. Apparently
the writer of a leading article in a
recent number of the Christian Com­
monwealth aClcd upon this principle
when he penned "The Object of the
Christian Anathema," in which, with
much circumlocution, he attempts
to demonstrate that "unbelief” is
not sin but "intellectual error.” For
instance, he says ;—

" While forbidding rash and ran­
corous personal judgments, Christ­
ianity docs not hesitate to condemn
everything really undeserving. But
in doing so it adheres to one cardinal
principle, too much overlooked, that
sin or moral wrong, not error, is the
proper object of anathema or con­
demnation. It is impossible to ex­
aggerate the importance of this dis­
tinction, whether in reference to
practical judgments of conduit, the
the justification of Christianity, or
our duty towards unbelievers. To
the man who has failed in life, and
yet stands uncondemned at the bar
of conscience, Christ says, "Neither
do I condemn thee,” let the world,
or even the Church, say what it
may. And surely if there is one
thing which especially claims our
respect for Christian teaching, and
ought to clench our faith in God's
Word, it is its conspicuous fairness
towards the doubter and its tender­
ness for all who arc weak in, or even
destitute of, faith. One cannot but
but feel, with reference to men like
Bradlaugh, Huxley, and Tyndall,
that their iconoclastic attacks on
Christianity were largely caused
and embittered by the denunciations
poured out on them simply as un­
believers by Christians, entirely
oblivious of the principle here enun.
dated.”

Now while we do not feel that
we are specially called upon to
deal with the fallacies which are
found in the above extract, and
which arc accentuated in other por­
tions of the article, yet we are of
opinion that as this style of reason­
ing (?) is to a certain extent upon
the increase, it affords a fitting
opportunity for entering a protest
against a tendency to seek popu­
larity at the expense of truth, and
minimise evil in defiance of the con­
demnation fixed upon it by divine
wisdom.

There are many problems pre­
sented to the mind of the Christian
which he finds it somewhat difficult
to solve, and which, in some cases
at least, he will hold over until more
light is vouchsafed to him. But
while that is so, it does not appear
to us that there need be any specu­
lation in regard to the altitude which
a Christian is called upon to assume
in regard to error, whether it be
intellectual or moral. Holding this
opinion, wc are not disposed to
agree with the evident drift of the
article in the Christian Commonwealth,
The tendency of the article is in the
direction of an apology for unbelief,
and if carried to its legitimate con­
clusion removes any moral responsi­
bility from those we call atheists—
providing their atheism is respect­
able.

It may be safely granted that men
such as Darwin and Huxley were all
that could be desired so far as their
private lives were concerned, and
also rendered eminent service to the
community by their public work,
but we have yet to learn that either
or both of these fads make unbelief
sinless.

"It is one of the false traditions
of the patristic age," continues the
writer, " which it seems impossible
to get rid of, that theological error—
what each deems such—-involves a
moral wrong, that unbelief is neccs- 
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sarily vicious, that the sceptic must
be a bad man. No persuasion, it
may be safely said, has worked more
mischief to the interests of true
religion than this. And its unten-
ableness is becoming more and more
apparent. Few persons, perhaps,
would now venture to apply the
condemnatory clauses of the Athan-
asian creed to agnostics like Darwin
and Huxley under the idea that all
who do not hold it, whatever their
moral character, or their services to
society, “ shall without doubt perish
everlastingly." Yet there is no es­
cape from this if the objcifl of the
Christian anathema be intellectual
error as well as sin."

Without troubling ourselves in
reference to the “false traditions"
or “condemnatory clauses" of a bye­
gone age, let us dircdl our attention
to the “ false" nomenclature of the
present day, as exemplified by the
writer under review. When, we
might ask, did unbelief cease to be sin
and become merely “intellectual er­
ror?” orwhen was the New Testament
law repealed which reads, “but he that
disbclicveth shall be condemned ?*'
It is quite true that we should not
indulge in “ rancorous personal judg­
ments"; in no case and under no
circumstances are we warranted in
pursuing such a course. It is our
duty to speak the “truth in love"—
but it must be truth. We can only
do so by accepting as final the
utterance of Him who is “the
truth," and we only dishonor Him
when we seek to do otherwise. Tiie
sin which shut the Israelites out of
the land of promise was the sin of
unbelief, and if there is any meaning
in numerous passages in the New
Testament it is the duty of all
Christian preachers and writers to
warn all that a like unbelief will bar
them out of the heavenly Canaan.
But we are reminded “ It was not
the sceptical Athenian philosophers,
or the benighted heathen, whom
Paul regarded as enemies of the 

cross of Christ, but unfaithful Chris­
tians and carnal natures, ‘ whose end
is perdition, whose God is their
belly, and whose glory is in their
shame,’ who mind earthly things."
Quite true, Paul could not speak to
the Athenian philosophers, to whom
he was preaching the gospel for the
first time, in quite the same language
which he addressed to “ unfaithful
Christians," but, nevertheless, he
warned them that the time had come
when God “commandeth men that
they should all everywhere repent,
inasmuch as he hath appointed a
day in which he will judge the world
in righteousness by the man whom
he hath ordained." So that while it
would be unbecoming and pre­
sumptuous on our part to pro­
nounce “anathema” on such, it is
equally unlawful to go to the other
extreme and minimise the gravity
of unbelief by speaking of it as
though it were merely an error
committed in solving a problem of
Euclid. Those who rejetft the gospel
and consequently remain in unbelief
arc sinning against God, and will
have to answer for their sin before
God, and those who fail to make
this clearly known are not true
shepherds, but mere hirelings, who
will have to give an account for their
unfaithful stewardship.

Having now said this much, we
can agree with the article in saying
“ that without at all excusing un­
belief, or hiding our own convictions,
wc are yet to treat unbelievers with
consideration and sympathy," and
urge with it “ that we are taught to
assail every form of moral evil, to
' purge out the old leaven ’ and have
no company with a brother that is a
‘fornicator, or covetous, or an idol­
ater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or
an extortioner.'" Every Christian
has a duty to perform both towards
the world and the church, and he
must be equally faithful in both
cases. The fault of the church

to-day is not extreme faithfulness
in either, but rather a dangerous
laxity, which is bearing fruit that
will be reaped in sorrow by-and-byc.
Specially is it true that she is lax in
the discharge of her duty within her
own borders. Wc agree with the
Commonwealth when it says “that the
real foes of Christianity are not
secularism or heterodoxy, but im­
morality and indifference," and urge
with it a crusade against these evils.
Cleanse the church first and then
there may be some hope of cleansing
the world.

Editorial Notes.
British Annual Meeting.—Reports re­

ceived show that tills conference held at
Leicester last month was most successful,
which was very fitting, seeing that it was
their '•jubilee" conference. Il was re­
solved, "That wc recognise with pleasure
the presence of Bro. C. G. Lawson, of Mel­
bourne. President of the Victorian Confer­
ence. and of Bro. and Sister Hunter, of
Sydney, and that we extend to them a
Christian welcome, and all the privileges of
this meeting " Prom the statistics wc learn
that the total membership of the churches
co-o|H.rating is to.Soo. The conference
essay was read by Bro. Grinstead, the sub-
jert being " Our strength and our weakness
as Churches of Christ pleading fur a com­
plete return to Christianity as taught by
Christ and His Apostles." An effort is
being made to increase the circulation of
the Hillt Aihc.'JH to 4,000. When that
number Is reached, they expert to be able
to issue the paper weekly. The Sisters’
Conference was presided over by Mrs.
Black, of London. This meeting was also
well attended. Matters of general interest
to the Sisterhood were freely discussed.

Greeting from Great Britain.—•• The
Churches of Christ co-operating fur Evange­
listic purposes in Great Britain and Ireland,
in annual meeting assembled, to Churches
of like faith and order in Victoria, Australia.
Beloved Brethren in Christ,—We have re­
ceived with profound pleasure transmitted
to us by the hands of jour honored tenant
and President of your late Conference, our
esteemed Bro. C G. Lawton. Wc praise
the Lord of all good for the journeying
mercies vouchsafed to him. as also to Bro.
and Sister Hunter, of Sydney, and to other
beloved brethren and sisters from your col­
onies whoso presence in our chutcbcj and
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at this meeting has been a source of sincere
pleasure and edification. We pray that
they may be taken back to those dear to
them in the flesh and in the Lord. in the
enjoyment of the same favor in which they
have been brought hither and permitted to
sojourn among us. We desire to reciprocate
most heartily the sentiments of brotherly
love expressed in your valued communica­
tions. We assure you that our interest in
the welfare of the churches in Australasia is
deep and true. Many whom we know and
love in the truth have gone from these
shores to share in your labors for the
Master, but above all other bonds we own
and extol the tic that unites us in Christ, a
tie that knows naught of distance, clime, or
time. We rejoice with you in all that nfleris
your prosperity and progress, and earnestly
desire your interest in all that pertains to
the welfare of the Lord's work in the home­
land. May the great bond of union between
the churches in both hemispheres be un­
swerving loyalty to the teachings of Christ
and His apostles, the faith once for all de­
livered to the saints. We rejoice to be
made aware of the fart that the severe and
unprecedented crisis through which your
colonics have been passing, and which has
co greatly hampered the work of the I-ord
in your midst, has passed away, and would
express the sincere hope that the great work
of evangelisation may receive such renewed
impetus as we believe is in jour hearts to im­
part to it. With warmest fraternal greet­
ings, on behalf of the meeting, yours affec­
tionately in Christ, W. Richardson, Chair­
man; J. Flisiier, J. Stbaiton, D. J. Hvtciii-
son, T. J. AiNsw’ojiTfl, Senetanes."

Around tho World.—A. McLean, Sec­
retary of the Foreign Christian Misdonary
Society of America, left Cincinnati July 21,
for bis tour of the world. In his opening
letter in the American Standard, Bro McLean
Bays: " The Richmond Convention decided
that I should make a circuit of the globe in
the interest of world-wide evangelism. A
handsome sum was raised to defray ex­
penses. It was thought that I would learn
much about the nature and needs of the
work that I could never learn by corres­
pondence; that I would cheer the hearts of
the workers, and that I would return built
up in mind and body, and prepared for
more efficient service In order to see the
fields al the mo.>t favourable time, it was
necessary to postpone my departure till
now. 'J he tour as mapped out Is au fol­
lows: From Cincinnati to San Francisco;
thence to Japan by way of Honolulu; from
Japan to China, and perhaps to Corea;
from China to Australia and New Zealand
thence to Ceylon and India; thence through
tho Red Sea to Egypt. and It may be to
Morocco; thence to Jerusalem, and Bey-
rout, and Damascus; thence to Cyprus.
Smyrna, Constantinople, ami other points 

in Turkey: thence to Athens, Corinth.
Naples, and Rome; thence across Europe
to Copenhagen, and several cities in Nor­
way ; thence to Hamburg, Paris, South­
ampton, I>ondon, Cheltenham, Gloucester.
Birkenhead, Liverpool, New York, and
home. I go to Australia, because some of
the churches there are co-operating with us
in India. They support Miss Mary Thomp­
son and two native helpers. Morocco is a
little out of the way, but Bro. Judson Bar­
clay is the American Consul there, and he
has urged me to visit that part of the world.
This tour will occupy about a year, and
will cost about 2000 dollars.”

Hard on Bob —B. B. Tyler, in the
Christian Evangelist, in speaking of the part
taken by infidels in making the history of
the United States, in referring to Ingersoll,
says:—" It is true that R. G. Ingersoll was
in the army of the Union, for a time, during
the war of the rebellion. It is doubtless
true, that he had a colonel's commission.
Tho statement has been printed and pub­
lished to the world that he was in a single
engagement, that he fled for refuge from
the enemy to a hog pen, where he was cap­
tured by a Confederate boy sixteen years of
age. It has also been said that he was ex­
changed for a mule I After this, when the
nation was apparently in its death agony,
and in the presence of men who were trying
to shoot it to death, he resigned his com­
mission. Since that time he has given
attention to managing whisky rings, attempt­
ing to secure the passage of obscene litera­
ture through the United States mails, dis­
cussing theology, defending scoundrels, and
criticising dead men who cannot reply I
Nothing to bo. ist of in this man's career I*

South Australian
Conference.

---------- -:o:----------
|iE eleventh Annual Conference of

The Evangelistic Union of Churches
of Christ in South Australia was
held on September it th, 12th, and

ijih, at Grote street, Adelaide. The wea­
ther was very favorable. Attendances dur­
ing the day about equal to last year, and a
marked Increase in the evening meetings.
Grote-strcct chapel, which affords accom­
modation for 450, being well filled.

The catering was as usual undertaken by
the bisters of Grote-street, who, encouraged
by the success of last Conference, deter­
mined to take the bold step of attempting
a public tea meeting at the rate of sixpence
per head, to meet the times Suffice it to
say the tea was a great success, over 300
persons part iking of the ample spread af­
forded. We learn also that it was a finan­
cial luccc'-s inasmuch as receipts covered

cost, and that is all our people profess to
desire. The Grotc-strect Sisters richly de­
serve the grateful vote of thanks that was
accorded to them at the public meeting for
their untiring zeal in catering during the
three days of Conference.

A very noticeable feature in this Confer­
ence was the much larger attendance and
interest that has been manifested by dele­
gates from country churches. From both
Northern and Southern Districts the repre­
sentation of churches was good, and may
perhaps be attributed to the fact that a
more aAive policy of evangelisation is being
inaugurated.

The discussions throughout were spirited
and thoughtful, with no discordant note ;
the desire being very manifest to endeavour
to do the best thing in the best way, and on
the whole a very favourable impression has
remained that will no doubt bind us all
more closely still in the bonds of Christian
love and fellowship.

The following is a brief resume of the
proceedings :—

FIRST DAY—SEPTEMBER nth
Morning, jo a.m.—Devotional service

led by Bro. Wm. Brooker 11 a m.—Presi­
dent J. C. Dickson, B.A., took the chair,
and opened the business with a few words
of welcome.

Visitors.—Bro. Goldsworthy, from Kan-
iva, was the only intercolonial visitor. He
brought a word of greeting from Bro. A. B.
Maston, which was well received. Tele­
gram from Bro. J. Colbourne, President of
N.S.W. Conference, was read, ■'Hearty
congratulations, best wishes for successful
meetings from Committee.''

A message of fraternal love was also com­
municated to the meeting from our veteran
Bro. W. H. Burford senr , aged 63, who is
unable any more to be present at such
gatherings.

Delegates who responded to the roll call
were Grcte-slteet, Adelaide — T J. Gore,
Jas. Manning. Aina — Robt. Harkness,
Jas. McLachlan. Dalal,lavs—Jno. Wark,
D. Wright, W. T. S. Harris, and Bro.
Richards. Caneron—None. Careu—None.
Dailey — D. Finlayson, W. Marshman.
Glenelg—Smith, Hy. Wright, Wm Bur­
ford. Hindmarsh— Jas. Weeks, Thos. Hark­
ness. Henley Death—1Geo. Noble, Alex.
Lawrie, Geo. Hureumb, T. B. Verco. Lang-
home’s Dridge—Xonc Long Plain—R. D.
Lawrie Milan*—R. J. Blackwell, Thos
Ryan Millieent- ]. B. Carr, Mallala—D.
Wilson. A’eruvv./—A C. Ranklne, A. Weir,
A Grecnshields North Adelaide—P. Mes­
sent, A. Fischer, T. Forsyth tenr. Nanta-
t-.triJ J. G Cosh. Point Sturt—Win.
Pearce Port Pirie—K. W. Duncan, {hierns-
/ottn—J. Dunning, J. Verco. Strathalbyn -
H. D. Smith. Stirling East—A. T. Magarcy,
Thos Spotswood. Unity—M W. Green,
S. Manning, Wm Jones. IIW Horse Plata
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None. ll'illungj -Joseph Wheaton, IJ’if-
bamttoun — R. Messner, W G. Pappin.
1’crA—J. T. Ford, Wm. Brooker, N. Jacob.

Special Committees appointed :—
Reference Committee—J. McLachlan.

T. Forsyth, H. D Smith, D. Finlayson,
W Brooker, W. Manning.

Election Committee—A. Fischer, W
Manning.

Accommodation Committee—Wm Mat­
thews, A. Fischer.

OntTUARV Committee—T. J. Gore.
Secretaries—G. D'Nesi, H. D. Smith.

Reports read were: -

EVANG E LI ST COM MITTEE'S
REPORT.

It allonls us much pleasure to be able to
meet you to-day with a report more in
harmony than usual with our aims as a
union of churches for evangelisation.

Alling upon your strongly expressed de­
sire, and relying upon the assurance of
financial support made by jou at last Con­
ference, we at once sought the services of
an evangelist to labour in the country
districts.

Bro. G. D'Nesi responded to our call,
and we rejoice to say that hit efforts have. ;
under the blessing of God. been highly satis- '
factory. Bro. D'Nesi will furnish the details '

( of his work, so that we need not forestall
1 him therein, but we deem it within our

province to refer to a matter that he could
, not for obvious reasons dilate upon, by

staling that he has established the fall of
■ his suitability for the work which he has
I undertaken.

This has been fully borne out not only
by the splendid results of his work at
Balaklava, but by the testimony of the
officers of both that church and the church
of Port Pine, who speak in affeclionatc and
glowing terms of his services among them.

We trust that the work of general evan­
gelisation thus revived may lx? wisely main­
tained and fostered to the glory of God.

We think it also not unworthy of record
to allude to the increasing allivity in the
work of evangelisation that is manifesting
itself among the younger brethren in our
city churches Al great personal incon­
venience the -c brethren arc going out fre­
quently to preach the gospel for our country
churches, and have visited Point Sturt.
Milang, Williamstown, and even such remote
districts as Long Plains and Wild Hone j
Plains. Such a work of faith and labour of
love as this, whilst it is indicative of growing
enthusiasm for the cause of Christ in the 1
hearts of tbo.c who must ere long take the
places of our older workers, cannot fail to
have an inspiring effect upon our young 

country brethren, as well as tow the good
seed for fruitful harvesting.

We commend also to your notice the
splendid opportunities aflordcd by our ever
increasing suburban population, and would

; suggest that some means be devised to
; utilise the presence in these suburbs of

scores of brethren, who at present travel
long distances to "proclaim the laird's
death until he come," Instead of more
appropriately "showing to those around
what a rich Saviour they have found "

We arc ‘glad to learn that this work, so
long held in abeyance, has liccn renewed
by the enterprise of Bro. M. Wood Green,
who is starting the erection of a place of
meeting at the Settlement of Blockers at
Lower Mitcham, and we hope that this will
prove but the first of many such crcilions

The various affiliated associations, such
as the Foreign Mission Board and Sunday
School Union, called into existence by you,
arc in a flourishing condition, and will
demonstrate their vitality during the course
of this Conference.

As we thank our Heavenly Father for the
mercies of the past, :o we invoke His bless­
ing fur the future, and pray that whilst we
arc met in Conference the grace of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the
fellowship of the Holy Spirit may be with
us all.

STATISTICS (Abridged) tun the Yi:ar Enlhng July 31st, 1895.
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Strathalbyn 1 17 I JU
Stirling Ea.t................................. 5 11 1 .<> 35 •>
Unity .. «5 5 14 jj.t V I t

1 Wild Horse Plain
V. illLnga ................................. 3 1 -
Williamstown 11
York 4 4 1 |J •1 1 •

Totals .. 190 - .‘•21 ix> 2141 5.>10

t No Returns unt Taken Irt.m last )car * Schedule
Not, . 1 Total member hip l.vt Conference, jyq Nel Increa ?. th*ref <re. 114
2 |> .iaklav a is enlarging Its cnapcl to s:at 140
j Nir* d r. electing i l.vu-rwom*.
j 1c .t h.u a branch meeting al Gillics-it.
5 North Adelaide has a flourishing branch meeting at Pru.j- t an 1 mt-dun-room In Archcr—lrcel.
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TREASURERS REPORT.
Receipts.—Port Pine. £50; Alma. £10;

North Adelaide. £t) 10s ; point Sturt, £6
1 is. gd.; Milang, £7 55.; Hindmarsh, £5:
Balaklava, £5; Queenstown, £\ ioj : Nor­
wood, £2 17s 6d ; Millicent, £2 rov; Carew,
£2; Williamstown, £2 ; Balance from last
year, £23 45. Total, £130 8s. 3d.

Expenditure.—G. D'Nesi, for 9 months.
£117; Postage, etc . £2 25. yd.; Printing.
£1 55.; Advertising, 16/8; Balance in hand,
£9 45. 2d. Total, £130 8s. 3d

EVA N G EI.I ST S R EI ’O RT.
To the Evangelist Committee, Churches

of Christ. Arrangements having been com­
pleted with me by the committee to work
during the year 1895 amongst the country
churches, 1 left Adelaide for Port Pirlo
January 2nd, arrived at Balaklava same
date, and made a break in my journey. In
the evening addressed an audience of from
45 to 50, this being considered very good,
seeing that every one was very busy. Took
my departure next day, arriving at Port
Pirlo in the evening. Commenced' my
laboni there same evening by addressing a
few of the brethren and sisters assembled in
the chapel.

During my stay at Port Pirie from Jan.
3rd to June 30th, the attendance at both
morning and evening meetings was remark­
ably good, taking all things into considera­
tion.

The church meeting at Port Pirie had
previous to my arrival been working with­
out properly constituted officers, so at a
business meeting held by the church during
my stay a resolution was passed to the effetfl
that •’ three deacons be chosen and set apart
according toapo.tollcprecedent"; also that
In order to the proper and systematic carry­
ing out of church work two deaconesses be
chosen, and set apart in the same manner,
together with the adoption of suggested
readings and hymns. A Dorcas Society
and Young People's Mutual Improvement
Society were also to be organised. These
resolutions were carried out and thu church
was put in good working order. Advertise­
ments in the two weekly pajiers setting forth
time of meeting, subjects for evening ad­
dresses; the distribution of handbills and
trails, setting forth our rime of meeting, etc ,
and our claim on the attention of the people
on behalf of the I-ord Jesus, together with
systematic visits (where possible) and talks
with all, were resorted to during my stay.
The people, ns u rule, ever ready to patronise
anything and everything provided it would
spell amusement, turned a deaf ear to the
claims of the gospel

The additions to the church for the six
months ending June 30th were seven -1 by
faith and baptism, 4 by letter, and 2 formerly
immersed.

I have to thank the brethren and sisters
for their help, each according to their
several abilities, and though the visible
results may seem small, I have not the
slightest doubt that our heavenly Father
has blessed the work at Port P ic in the
removing of prejudice and misconception.
and that much good will be shown in the
increased spirituality and energy of the
church meeting at that place.

Acting under instructions from your com­
mittee I left Port Pirie Monday, July tst.
and arrived at Balaklava same evening. I
found the brethren at this place alive
spiritually, both willing and ready to do
nil In their power to push the work along.

The lord's day morning meetings from
the first have been splendid The Thursday
and Lord's day evening meetings, which
were good from the start, gradually in­
creased in numbers and in interest until
the church being overcrowded we were
obliged to engage the Institute Hall. lam
not exaggerating when I say that this town­
ship has been turned "upside down." Such
a searching of the scriptures to see if these
things are so, has never been known in
Balaklava before.

While ascribing joyfully all the praise
and glory to "the Giver of every good and
perfell gift," I cannot say enough in hearty
commendation of the church here, who
have been living in love for so many years,
and arc now reaping the reward of a patient
perseverance in well-doing.

For the two months, ending August 31st,
there have been added to the church by
faith and baptism, 22, and 1 formerly im­
mersed. Among this number arc: The
principal storekeeper (Mr. Richards) and
wife; the State School teacher (Mr. Will-
mot) and wife; the State School teacher at
Cavanaghvillc (Mrs Harrod), and Mr. G.
Stevens and wife and daughter.

The chapel being too small for the ac­
commodation of members, is in process of
enlargement.

One elder (W. T. S. Harris), and one
deacon (W. Smith) have been chosen by
the church, and together with the former
elder (T. Wark) and deacons have been set
apart (Alls 6 13, 14).

The Sunday School—scholars, 67; tea­
chers, 9—has made application to be ad­
mitted into thu Sunday School Union.

A Sisters' Foreign and Homo Mission
Band has been organised, 27 active and 8
a. .ociate members. The meetings have not
Io.I their intcrc t, and we look forward con­
fidently for more addition* at no distant date

Thanking our heavenly Father f<»r His
man) mercies in the past, and trusting to
him in ilia future, G. D'Nesi

AFTERNOON -2 jo. Half hour devo­
tional L.rvicc led by Bro Robl Haiknc-a

a pin. Pre.ideal resumed the chair.

Bro. Thos. B. Verco read the Conference
Essay The theme was •• Christian En­
thusiasm." which was dealt with in so able
and interesting a manner as to invoke high
cnconiums from those who voiced the ap­
preciation of the large gathering who lis­
tened to it. A hope was expressed that it
would appear in one or more of our periodi­
cals. A hearty vote of thanks was accorded
to the Essayist

The previously read reports were next
considered and amply discussed. It was
incidentally stated that a small church had
been recently started by some brethren who
had gone to reside in that im|x>rtant centre
of population. Gawlcr. The reports were
unanimously adopted.

Nominations for the various officer* in
connection with the Conference were next
received.

EVENING, 7 30 p. m —As this sitting
was devoted entirely to the business of the
Sunday School Union, Dr. J C. Verco,
President of the S. S Union, occupied the
chair. There was a splendid attendance.
The Fourth Annual Report was read by R.
Forsyth, Secretary, from which we cull the
following items.

The annual examination took place on
29th OU. last. 87 scholars competed. 25
gained over 65% and 27 over 50;.', of marks.
Fourteen prizes were awarded in three
divisions. This year is to Include a teachers'
examination. The second quarter's lessons
of the International Series is to be the sub-
jcU of examinations. ’1. J. Gore, M A . J.
C. Dickson, B A., and Dr Verco arc ap­
pointed examiners. The quarterly inter­
change of teachers Io address the schools
had been found beneficial. The sympathy
and co operation of the country school • h
pleaded for. The Union comprises the
following schools : — Adelaide, Balaklava,
Glenelg, Henley Beach, North Adelaide,
Norwood, Unley, Hindtnarsh, Queenstown,
York, Gillies-st. (Adelaide), and Propped.

Total scholars, 1,791. Average attend­
ance, 1,195. Immersed during year, 75
Scholars now members of churchei, 291.
Net increase, 93. No. of teachers and offi­
cers. 154.

The school visitors, Bro. A Glastonbury
and Thos. Fuisytb (sr ). presented a report
of an encouraging nature The S S essay
was read by Bro. G. D'Nesi, who gave a
very interesting ami practical paper upon
" Some Thoughts nbout Country Sunday
Schools." The peculiar difficulties of coun­
try Sunday Schools were dilated upon, and
the best methods to overcome the c diffi­
culties ccnsibly demonstrated A favorable
discussion followed, and Bro D'NtU was
complimented upon his «Hurt.

Singing by a combined choir of rcholars*
under the leadership of Bro 1 Charlick,
was agreeably interspersed with the other
exercises.
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SECOND DAY—SEPTEMBER 12th.
Morning, it.—Bro. R J. Blackwell led

the devotional service, 10.30, President J.
C. Dickson resumed the chair Upon a
motion by the delegates several substitu­
tions were allowed in the nominations of
Committeemen.

The elections resulted as follows
President, Jas. McLachlan: Vice-

president, T. B Vcrco; Secretary, Jno.
Vcrco; Assistant Secretary, Jas. Man­
ning: Treasurer, Dr Vcrco

Committee—T. J. Gore, Wm. Brooker,
A. Fischer, Jas. Weeks, A T. Magarey, T.
Forsyth senr., W. T. Manning, Wm. Bur­
ford. M. W. Green.

Next Conference was appointed to be
held al Grote-street twelve months hence
Essayist to be chosen by the Committee.

Foreign Missionary Committee.—R.
Forsyth. G. Noble, C. Lawton. W. C.
Brooker, S. Manning. W. Burford, A. C.
Rankine, H. D. Smith, A. T Magarey, T.
J. Gore, R. J. Blackwell, Jas. McLachlan,
and two sisters from each existing Mission
Band

After reading of the letters from country
churches, a brief digest was presented by
Bro. Gore.

AFTERNOON, 2.50.—Bro. Geo. Pearce
led the devotional service. 3 p tn., resumed
business, Bro. Dickson presiding. The
Obituary report was read by Bro. Gore.

OBITUARY—JULY 31, 1S91. TO JULY
3>. *895

Once more we have to report as to those
of our number in this colony who have
finished their course ami gone to their re­
ward At the end of every year in our
gathering to rejoice we are made to feel
that we bate drawn nearer to our eternal
home, and that some of our companions
and loved ones have gone to the Saviour's
mansions.

The great reaper has l»ccn more aflive
during the Last year than usual. Some
churches hate lost a good many The
autumn must come and the leaves must
fall. The resurrection is on ahead. The
blessed hope never seems more radiant
than when we come to the end of the earth
and the beginning of heaven. The love of
the Sen of God has touched many souls
into life, and has inspired them with fear­
lessness as regards the last great enemy.
He who has the truth and lives the truth
does not fear death. The loving Saviour
has delivered them from such fear, for He
gained the virtory. The well instructed and
loving child of God is in the truest tense
uaific,; for his Lord—waiting on Him and
waiting for Him

Among those who have passed from us
arc to be found the young, just apparently
beginning life, a help and a radiant blessing 

to all around. The summons has come ;
the last farewells have been said ; the body
is laid to rest in the sweet, inspiring hope
of the resurrection morn, and the spirit has
gone to join the redeemed, made period.

Some have been in the prime of life.
The inscrutable and mysterious power we
call disease has placed them on lingering
beds of pain, and amidst the tender minis'
trations of loving friends they have borne
testimony to the love — the unsurpassed
love — of Him who died and rose again.
Fathers have gone and left the legacy of a
heart's love, and the tender admonition of
a strong, but kind, heart to their sons and
their daughters to meet valiantly the diffi­
culties and Inals of life, and by God's grace
to overcome. Mothers have reached the
dose of their journey, and have left sweet
benediAions, which as songs from the better
land ever fall gently and lovingly on the
sorrowing heart.

The aged, after the uphill strife and the
slow descent into the valley, after many
glorious views of God's wondrous works
and exceeding power and love, have laid
aside their armour and rest at the foot of
the hill. Their works follow with them.
All, all rest—sweetly rest. "Where they
low lie the breezes pause and die, letting
the rose leaves fall."

During the year thirteen churches have
said farewell to some of their number
These churches have lost altogether thirty-
three, sixteen brothers and seventeen sis­
ters. I will give the churches and the
names of those who have died.

1. Balaklava —Uro. Ambrose Paterson. 2
Mallala—Bro. John Norden. Sister Mary
Miller 3 Dalkcy—Bro. John Chambers,

Alma —Bro W. II. Cope 5. loichicl -
Sister Jane Hey. 6. Milliccnt -Sister Mary
Davis 7. Stralhalbyn—Bro. A. Gordon
8. Norwood—Sister Willcocks. 9. Henley
Beach—Bro. Robert Lawrie, Sister Jane
Pole. 10. Unlcy—Bros. Geo. McGowan,
Clay field, Sisters Craddock, Litchfield, Jen­
kins. ii. Hindmarsh—Bros. Hugh Smith,
William Arnold. >2 Kermode-st.—Sisters
Vincent. Eiseman, Doig, Lillie Allen, Lyle
senr. 13. Grotc-st.—Sisters A. Barton, A
Payne, K. Grainge, G. R. D’Lean, Bros.
Edgar Cox, Win Fox, Richard Jones,
Joseph Rush, A Sims, W S Shepherd

We thus have a complete list of all who
have passed to their rest from our midst.
It would give us pleasure to speak cf thevo,
more words than we could expert on an
occasion of this kind They have passed
to their rest, and we can only wait in pa­
tience and scryicc and faith and love till our
summons cornea.

It is usual to say a special word about
those who have been more publicly identified
in the Lord's work Of the number I have
mentioned, a word in regard to the aged
Bro. Clayfield, of the Hume for Incurables.

He had a little money, tiie interest of which
bought him the things he needed The
money was in Bro. Burford's hands. He
told Bro. Burford to do what he thought
best. Bro. Burford laid It out for carpeting
some of the rooms at this noble Institution,
thinking that would be better than a marble
monument. And so our brother still speaks
to the inmates of the heart that was always
tender, and of the hand that ever ministered
— even of his loved and loving Saviour.

I may also speak of our aged Bro. Robert
Lawrie, who for so many years did what he
could in a quiet way at Alma, Grote-st , and
last at Henley Beach, where his works will
be cherished, and his godly life is a fragrant
remembrance for both old and young.

Bro. Jno. Worden, a young man of
Mallala, will long i>c remembered by thc
brethren in the north as a tnovt estimable
Christian and an excellent speaker. The
church sadly misses him, but his counsel
is finished, and he has gone to Him whom
he loved to preach

Bro. Alexander Gordon, of Strathalbyn,
died last Thursday and was buried at
Stralhalbyn last Saturday. His religious
history among us began over 20 years ago.
He has always been a most earnest and
untiring worker in thc 1-ord's vineyard
He loved to attend our Conferences and
was pleased to meet with his brethren.

In our farewell to these good brothers
and sisters we tee the light ahead, and are
moving on to rest in that home where no
night is, for thc Lord God giveth them
light.

The Obituary report was followed by an
appropriate hymn, after which Bro. 11 1>
Smith led in prayer. It was moved and
carried unanimously that a letter of con­
dolence be sent to Sister Gordon and family.

GENERAL BUSINESS
Bro. Rankine introduced bls resolution

from last Conference. "That no church
affiliated with thc Evangelistic Union shall
have more than two uf its members u|>un
thc Executive Committee representing that
particular church, and not mure than one
other of its members representing any other
church or churches." After considerable
discussion, during which it was discovered
that the objeA uf the mover was to gumd
against undue local influence in the admin­
istration of thc affairs of thc Committee.
and to ensure a larger distribution uf scats
among thc various churches if was touhed
"That the matter be postponed until rest
Conference, when it is to be settled prior to
the elections, and that in the meanwhile tl:o
Committee take thc whole matter into con­
sideration ami Ik: pre, ared on that pCMviv .1
to present some scheme to meet the views
of thc mover "

Evangelisation was next vigciuuxly dis­
cussed, the numerous country delegates
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pleading that their dixtrifls had remained .
fallow to long that prospers of a good reap- I
ing were apparent. The success at Bala- ’
klava had also whetted their appetite for
some of the good things, and the arguments
and appeals between advocates for old fields
and new fields afforded an Interesting epi­
sode in the affairs of the Conference.

The first decisive step was taken by the
acceptance of the following resolution:—
" That the Conference make a respellful
request through the Evangelist Committee
to those churches in the co-operation which
have evangelists lalxiring with them, to loan
them to the Evangelist Committee for
a |>eriod of one to three months during the
year, fur the puqxisc of making efforts in
those districts that present openings for the
go-pel "

Six pm —Discussion Adjourned.
EVENING. —The Foreign Missionary

Society appropriated the evening session
A crowded meeting testified to the interest
felt in this matter. At 7.30 Bro. \V. Burford
took the chair.

Addresses of a stirring character were
delivered by Bro. A. C. Rankinc and Dr
Cecil Davciqxjrt (recently from China).

The Christian Endeavour Societies of
Grotc-st. Unley, Norwood and Hindmarsh
gave some sclcdiona of song during the
meeting.

The treasurer, A C R.inkine, reported as
follows

Foreign Mission Funi>. — Keceifti. -
Hindmarah. fi 10 > tid.; Queenstown, £1
tjj yd ; Williamstown,/i ; Milang,/j its ;
Alma, /t 153.; Grotc-st,£3 is. id ; Carew,
fl ; Langhorne's Creek, 14'-; Point Sturt,
fl 4'j Cxi . Norwood. fz\ Glenelg, £4 25.3d.;
Alma, jo/-; Broken Hill,/r • fid.. Long
Plain1., £1; Norwood Endeavour society,

Kermode st ,f\ 143 yd ; Bank lnlcrc.1,
to/-; Balance from late treasurer, f:^ b » ;<l.
Total, £53 os yd. - S A. quota
to Mi.. 1 hompsott’s salary, £40, Sundries,
fl 135. ;d ; Balance In hand,/it 7s. Total,
£53 oi 7*1

Kanaka Mission FvNi>.-/fr.«//i-Bal­
ance brought forward, £4 8. yd; Henley
Beach, fi 17...yd/ Hindmarsh, fy, Queens­
town, f\ 3d.; Norwood, fi 75. yd ;
Dalkcy, fi luv , Kermode street, fii is.;
Balaklava, £6 153. fid.; Bank Interest, 6/3.
Total, £4003. nd. r.iftnJituK.- S A quota
to Kanaka Mission, £30; Sundries, 3/-.
Balance in hand, £9 173. nd £40 os. nd

iNUKI'ESnKNT MISSIONARY OPERATIONS.
—Grotc-st. Ladies’ Foreign Mission Band
expended fit us.; "'in. Burford, China
and Iridian work, £76; Robert st , Hind-
marsh, F. Missionary Society, £-S 135. 2d ,
Grote street C. Endeavour Society, fi
Total, £119 139. ad-

THIRD DAY SEPTEMBER 13th
MORNING, to o’clock.—Bro. I’. Mes­

sent led the devotional exercises. 10.30,
Bro. Dickson took the chair. The Sunday
School and Foreign Mission reports were
adopted.

Resumption of consideration of Evan­
gelisation. The question of finance was
the uppermost thought, and it was gener­
ally agreed to be futile to resolve upon ex­
tended operations without adequate finan­
cial provision being guaranteed. After
earnestly calculating upon the probabilities
of increased monetary aid the Conference
resolved, " That the Committee be request­
ed to place another evangelist in the general
field, to labor more particularly amongst
the Southern churches, and this Conference
guarantees the additional expense "

From the expressions of the country dele­
gates it was evident that their wish would
be for the services of an unmarried preacher,
of an earnest and missionary spirit, who.
not being encumbered by family ties could
itinerate without inconvenience or exjiensc.
and accept a modest remuneration. He
snould also be a brother well versed in the
distinctive features of our plea. A unanim­
ous vote of thanks to the officers of Grotc-
strcct for the use of their premises concluded
the business.

EVENING—At 630 pm. the big tea
was held. Over 300 (xirtook of an abundant
repast provided by the Grotc-st. C.C.C ,
otherwise Conference Catering Committee,
for the modest sum of sixpence.

At 7 jo Grotc-st. Chapel was well filled
for the final session of the Conference. )
C. Dickson, B. A , read a scholarly and
earnest address upon thesubjeCtof "Levers "
The frequent applause of the audience testi­
fied unmistakcably to the merits of his pro­
duction. At its conclusion he attended the
novel ceremony of inducting the President­
elect, Bro. Jas. McLachlan, M.P., to his
po .Ilion, and the pleasure of listening to
an earnest address from the new chairman
was enjoyed. Bro. W. T. S. Harris, ol
Balaklava, next delivered an address upon
•• Motive Power," urging upon his hearers
to do mure, and directing them to the true
■otircc of power that would crown their
efforts with abundant success.

Bro. Gore followed with some thoughts
upon •• Our Work,"showing from the parable
ol the miraculous draught of fishes that
whilst our Lord really supplied the fishes
he graciously allowed the disciples to en­
close them in the net and to draw the
multitude of fishes ashore.

Bro. J. Vcrco look up live parable, and
from the words "Come and dine” took his
text for a vote of grateful thanks to the
sisters of Grote st. church for their untiring
zeal in supplying the material wants of the
Disciples ot Christ during the three days'
Conference.

Then the drxology and bcnidietEn, and
mended the nth Conference ol the Evange­
list Union of Churches of Christ in S A.

The Expositor.
THE PLAIN TRUTH ON

SEVENTH DAY ADVENTISM.

By Chas. Watt.
No. 4

Adventists make much capital out
of what they term “ the two laws.”
They tell the people that “ the law
of Moses was the ceremonial law,
and that was done away in Christ;
whereas the law of the Lord is the
moral law, which cannot have passed
away but is of perpetual obligation."
This sounds nice ami many unin­
formed people have fallen victims to
its plausibility. It is, however, a
theory built on sand, as we shall
now show. As a matter of fact there
is but

ONE I.AW, NOT TWO,
and the distinction that is set up
exists only in their imagination.
The terms “the law of the Lord”
and “ the law of Moses" are used
interchangeably to indicate either
the “ceremonial” or the “moral.”
Take two instances. In 1 Kings 2 :
2, 3 we read David’s dying injunc­
tion to Solomon his son : “ I go the
way of all the earth: be thou strong,
therefore, and show thyself a man;
and keep the charge of the Lord thy
God, to walk in his ways, to keep
his statutes, and his anmnanilinentf,
and his judgments, and his testi­
monies, as it is written in the law of
Moses, that thou mayest prosper in
all that thou doest, and whitherso­
ever thou tut nest thyself.” Was
this the “ceremonial” law only? The
4th verse informs us that if Solomon
did these things he would walk before
God in truth, “ with all his heart
and with all his soul.” Surely this
makes it evident that “ the law of
Moses" includes the moral law.

Again in 2 Chron. 31:3 we read
of Hezekiah that, “He appointed
also the king’s portion of his sub­
stance for the burnt offerings, to wit
for the morning and evening burnt
offerings, and the burnt offerings for
the Sabbaths, and for the new moons,
and for the set feasts, as it is written
in the law of the Lord.” 11 ere, you per­
ceive, what is distinctively “ceremon­
ial” is termed “the law of the Lord,”
while, in the other, what was purely
“moral" was termed “the Jaw of
Moses." This settles the matter,
even beyond a peradventure, that
the main stronghold of Sabbatarian­
ism—“ the two laws "—is as base­
less as Mrs. White's visions. But
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if one lingering doubt remains on
any mind we have a

STRONGER ARGUMENT STILL
in support of our contention, and it
is this. What the Adventists term
“the ceremonial law" really contains
more im/'ortant moral precepts than that
which they designate “the moral
law." Let the reader turn to and
read Mark 12: 28-31. One of the
scribes came to Jesus and asked
him, “ What commandment is the
first of all?" Our Lord informed
him which was the "first"or most
important, and which was the
“second." But he did not find
cither of them in what the Sab­
batarian calls “ the moral law" ,
he went to “the ceremonial law"
for them both. The first is found
in Dcut. 6: 4, and the second in
Leviticus 19: 18. Now Jesus de­
clared that “ there is none other
commandment greater than these."
If, therefore, as the Seventh Day
Adventists declare, the ceremonial
law has passed away, then the

MOST IMPORTANT MORAL PRECEPTS
have gone, and are no longer binding
upon us ! ! The Adventists could
not get out of this dilemma if their
salvation depended upon it. To us
there is no difficulty. We take the
safe and scriptural position that all
th; moral precepts contained in the
Old Covenant or law have been
transferred to the New, and are,
therefore, in force. The Sabbath
law, however, being a pure cere­
mony enjoined on the Jews for the
purpose of commemorating a purely
national event, viz., deliverance from
the land of bondage, is nowhere en­
joined upon us.

And as a crowning proof that this
is so, let the reader turn up and read
the argument in the 7th chap, of

PAUL TO THE ROMANS.
The first seven verses contain the
whole statement. The Jewish people
are there likened to a married wo­
man. If her husband be dead she
is free to marry again without sin.
And from this the apostle draws the
lesson (verse 4), “ Wherefore, my
brethren, ye also arc become dead to
the law by the body of Christ that
ye should be married to another,
even to him who is raised from the
dead, that ye should bring forth fruit
unto God. But now we are de­
livered from the law, that being dead
wherein we were held, that we should
serve in newness of spirit and not in
the oldness of the letter." You will
observe they are said to be “ de­
livered from the law" because it is
"dead," and are therefore free to be

" married to . . . him who is raised
from the dead," i.e., Christ. Now
from what law were they “delivered
because it was dead " ? The Seventh
Day Adventist says, “ From the
ceremonial law'." But Paul says
(v. 7), “ What shall we say then ?
Is the law sin ? God forbid. Nay.
I had not known sin, but by the
law; for I had not known lust except
the law had said,

THOU SHALT NOT COVET."
Now it was the law that said that
from which they were “ delivered
because it was dead." This is as
plain as that “two and two make
four," and the marvel is that the
Adventist continues hanging around
the dead husband of the Sinaitic law,
instead of sharing the blessings of
the living husband Christ Jesus.

The apostle here states that the
chief fumflion of the law was to
“ make known sin." And that is all
it can do. No man can be justified
by the law, because this comes not
within the province of law. Law
can only justify those who never violate
it. Many of our citizens are justified
by the law of the land, but only those
who have never brohest it. Just so no
law of God can ever justify until it
finds a man who has never broken
any part of it. Hence the Sinaitic
aw only filled up an interim between
the giving of the gospel promise to
Abraham and its fulfillment in the

COMING Of CHRIST.
This proves even to a demonstration
that the Sabbath law has no refer­
ence to us. Because in the New
Covenant there was absolutely no
provision made for it. Provision was
made for the observance of “ the first
day of the week," as we shall amply
prove in its own place.

Correspondence.
--------o-------

CONFERENCETEMPERANCE WORK
Dear Editors. — The letter appearing

under above heading in your i-»ue of rath
Sept . page 22<j. written by a member of
the Victorian Conference Temperance Com­
mittee. requires a reply to prevent a wrong
impression being created The writer says
“Succen has been hindered only by thur-
(kes refusing to loan their biddings fur their
meetings." and again. " The committee
have found their best clforta rewarded by
blank refusals to urgent apjcaL for build-
in-., " Permit mo to say that the commit­
tee applied to the officer* of Swanston-st
church for their boildin , for the; urpoae < I
holding a temperance demonstration, which

was readily, cheerfully and freely granted,
one condition being imposed merely on
grounds of expediency, viz , that no collec­
tion be made at the meeting. This did not
meet with approval of committee, who
asked that such condition be removed, but
the officers adhered to same. The church
at Swanston-st. have ever since the building
came into their possession willingly granted
its use for the meetings of the various com­
mittees of the Conference, and are very glad
to l» of service in this way. The chapel is
there for the use of the brotherhood ; but
the church reserves the right of irn|>osing
any reasonable condition, and did so on the
particular occasion now under notice. The
officers thought there would be many better
ways of obtaining the necessary funds to pro­
secute Conference temperance work than by-
appealing to the public invited to its meet­
ings. Robert Lyall,

Sept. si. Sec. Swanston-st. church.

Home Hissions.
-------- O--------

The following is only a very brief outline
of reports received : -

\V. D. Little Had been labouring at
Kaniva, Mundalla, Lillimur. Bordertown,
etc. One addition at Kaniva by faith and
baptism.

G II Browni .- - Visited the churche. in
his circuit, and in addition bad t>ccn to
Horsham and Murton. Three additions by­
faith and obedience—two at Brim and one
at Murtoa.

Titos. Hagger.- Had been at Kyabram,
Echuca, Kcrang East, Murrabit, Bcnjeroop,
Mystic Park and Pcrnihurst. Additions by­
faith and baptism, five at Echuca.

Church News.
------ o------

All matter for Mil Jefaetmeni shonld rra.k
the Of.ee tv neon on Tuesday. Hut short items
arrr.ing by r. -n cn Wednesday willfind a flaet
</ then is r.-.’ra. Send alt news items due.: /•
A. Id. Hasten, S2S Elttabeth street, Carlton.

VICTORIA.

Dar.cA .ttK - We have much to be thank­
ful for in reference to our Sunday School.
and are pleased to rcjxjri a year of progress.
Since the beginning of the year uc have lo.t
a few scholar. by rcmo.als. but our attend­
ance is encouraging, being larger this year
than previously. The number on the roll

of 7 <>n last year. Afternoon, 104 , average,
7j. increase, 8. Our school competed in the
V b S Union Examination, and took ten
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certificates. We were also successful in our
own Union Examination, gaining second
place with 15 scholars winning prizes and
certificates. Two of our scholars have put
on Christ during the year, and have been
added to the church.

The Foreign Mission Band has been in
existence two years and four months. We
started with 12 members, and now number
37. For the past jear we have supported a
native missionary—Jeremiah—who is labor­
ing under the direction of Bro. Wharton in
Hurda and surrounding distrids. We have
already paid two years’ salary, /’z.|. We
pay in advance, and the last payment will
hold good till July. :«</.. In addition Io
this we have spent /j for Xmas gifts for
the children in India, tracts, etc., and have
£i 15s. Sd. in hand. We now hold our
meetings in conjunction with the Endeavor.
Our average attendance during the year
has been 17. The Endeavor Society is not
so strong numerically as last year, but have
gained strength other ways. Many of us
arc young in years and experience. We
feel we need help from the older members
of the church. We have to thank Brethren
Ewers and Tully for the interest they
taken in our society, as well as (he help and
the encouragement they have given us. but
we want the sympathy of all. The officers
for the ensuing year arc President. Bro.
A. Taylor; vice-president. D.Tully; secret­
ary, M Gill ; treasurer, A. Smith. Our
first atinivcrsary was successfully celebrated
June 13th. In conclusion we again ask you
to help us, not only with your prayers but
with >our presence.

Minyii* and Dunmunkle.—We arc re­
joicing in another victory fur the Lord
One more has enlisted in the army of the
Lord. A ’young man, who has been for
some months enquiring the way of salvation
and reading our trulls, has at last decided
to be immersed, and was baptised in our
chapel at Murtoa on Wednesday evening
last A goodly number were present, in­
cluding brethren and sisters from Horsham.
Most of the mcm*»crs of the Murtoa church
and several who are nut members. At the
clo-e of the service our young brother was
baptised He is a young man of great
promise and will, we trust, be a great help
to the church at Minyip, where the writer
has been the only brother for some time
past. Our sisters at Duomunkle have started
a Dorcas Society, also a Sunday School,
and altogether the outlook is bright. Hop­
ing fur fresh vidories we go forward in the
name of the Lord. A H. IJ, Sec.

J’kaHRAN.— Since last report several have
been added by faith and obedience. Bro
K G. Cameron having spent eight weeks in
theCorowa distrid at the invitation of the
church there. Brethren Harding and Geddes
have filled the platform on Sunday evenings 

at I’rahran. Bro. Cameron has now re­
sumed work here. Meetings fairly good,
and churzh living in j>eacc and harmony.

K. G. C.

Cheltenham.—Good meetings all day ;
one baptism at the close of the meeting.
Sunday school busy preparing for the anni­
versary, to be held Oil. 20, 21, 24. Breth­
ren everywhere invited.

Sept. 22. R. w Tlck.

Horsham.—Since my last report we have
had a visit from Bro. G. H. Browne, preach­
ing on Lord's day, Sept. 15th, to a good
gathering. One decision during his visit, a
young man formerly conneded with the
Wcslcyans. The baptism took place in the
Murtoa chapel on Wednesday evening. We
hope and pray God he may be kept faithful
to the position he has taken. There seems
to be a spirit of enquiry here lately, and we
hope shortly to be able to report further
additions. J. Gould.

--------O---------

NEW ZEALAND.

North East Valley.— 1 have com­
menced a Young Men's Christian Mission
here for the training of our young men for
altivc service. It promises to lie very suc­
cessful and will some day, with God's bless­
ing, be the means of doing much work for
Him. Its twin sister, ‘'The North East
Valley Bible Band," continues its usefulness
and popularity. This society consists of
both sexes. A splendid system of Sunday
afternoon prayer meeting also is worth
mentioning to you. After school a short
•' United Prayer Meeting" of teachers and
scholars is held, and short prayers follow
each other with rapidity. This teaches the
young to pray publicly, and 1 think is the
prime cause of the success of our efforts.
Nothing like prayer! It does the scholars
good to hear the teachers praying for them,
and it does the teachers good to hear their
scholars joining in their supplications. A
text of Scripture (which we cal) " A crumb
from the Master’s table") is given by one at
each meeting, and is our comfort during the
following week. "The Lord hath done great
things for us, whereof we arc glad” was a
"crumb" provided last week by one of our
Bible class girls. And it tail ttvi!

Sept. 2. Theodore Arnold.

Kai tang ata Meetings are all fairly well
attended, and although al present there is
not much stir among us yet things are
moving along jjcaccably, fur which the laird
be praised. Our annual meeting (when the
various reports uf work done during the
year were read and commented upon, and
when fresh officers were eleded for the
ensuing year) took place on August 30th
Our net increase of membership for the
year was 15. Our I.ord’s day school has

also had a prosperous year (numerically)
the average attendance of scholars having
increased by almost one half The roll
number is now 68. The sisters sewing
class, although not at (ended by a large
number, is making steady progress, the
majority of those attending the meetings
being very enthusiastic. Again we have
been losing others of our brethren, two
more having gone away in search of em­
ployment, and as one of them was our main
speaker, you will readily conclude how we
miss him and with what difficulty we will
get along without him. However, may the
Lord enable the remainder of us to use to
the best of our ability the talent He has
given us, both for the upbuilding of the
church and for the heralding of the good
news unto those who have not accepted it.

Before closing we have one sad event to
chronicle, which, while we sorrow, it is not
as those who have no hope. Death has
made its appearance and removed from our
number and from our dear sister May her
husband Bro. May was a gentle and con­
sistent follower of the blessed Jesus, and
bore his afflidion which caused his death
with Christian patience and meekness for a
considerable length of time, but now his
cqur.e is finished and he has gone to be
with the l-ord May it be ours to take a
kindly interest in our sister thus bereaved,
endeavoring to bear with her her burdens,
so that the responsibility of caring for a
large family may not fall tco heavily upon
her, and may she indeed prove the Ixird to
be her comfort now and her satisfying jxir-
tlon eternally; for Christ’s sake.

Sept. 5. Alick Roy, See.
--------O--------

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Rookwood. -The Lord’s day school in
this place held a public demonstration on
the 3rd Inst. An extensive and varied pro­
gramme was very creditably executed by
the scholars. Competitive recitations were
rendered by a number uf the children, and
prizes were awarded to the following: Mary
Page, Mary Buckingham, Albert Russel,
Nellie Page, Daisy Larcombe, and Roy
Andrews. Bru. R. C. Gilmour was chair­
man and judge, and also presented the
prizes at the close ol the programme

On the 5th a public tea. and musical and
literary meetings were held, and were very
successful. The special objed was to wel­
come Bro. E. Lewis, who is on a visit from
New Zealand. Addresses were delivered
by Brethren Nixon (chairman), E. Andrews,
K. C. Gilmour, W. Stimson, and E Lewis
(the guest). A very enjoyable evening was
brought to a close at 930. The hearty
thanks of the church Is hereby tendered to
all who contributed to the success uf the
meetings.

Sept. yth. M. Andrews.
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SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

North Adelaide.— At Kcrmode-st. on
Sept. 15th one was immersed who had
previously confessed her faith in Christ.
Meetings at Prospert still crowded.

Hindmakmi—Since last writing we have
received one previously baptised into our
fellowship. One has been received by faith
and baptism, and one has confessed Christ
but has not yet been baptised. We are
getting good gatherings at the gospel meet­
ings. The periodical Foreign Missionary
meetings arc improving, and we trust a
deeper interest will be manifested in this
great and im|»ortant work of the church.
Dr. Cecil Davenport, a returned missionary
from China, visited us two weeks ago. adding
further stimulus to the interest awakened
The letters continually received from Bro.
H II. Strutten tell of his work and the
preparation for work going on at the Mission
Station Poona. We arc looking for a great
harvest from this source in the future

Sept. 16. A. G.

OUR BUDGET
-------- o:---------

When we do not give according to our
means, we do according to our meanness.

Whether 1 s|»cak to one or to thousands.
I always try to do my best.—J. B. Gough.

Bro James Park has been labouring with
the church at Williamstown during the
month of September

We have received a letter from Bro. Jas
Park rt the Bible Carriage, which will
appear in our next.

T. J Bull has accepted a short engage­
ment with the churches in Auckland. N.Z ,
and commences work there soon

The will of the late Mrs. T. DeWitt Tal­
mage was filed at New York. August gth.
The citatc. which is valued at £32.000, h
left to her husband.

Tkt Coelgjrdir Pienttr says that " Mr. F.
Illingworth, the member for Nanninc, is
probably the most active and intelligent
member of 'Her Majesty's Opposition."*

Principal Whitley of the Baptist College
proceeds to India in November on an ex­
tended visit to the Baptist Missions of that
country He will be away some three or
four months

A number of interesting articles reports.
and news items have been crowded out this
issue owing to the pressure on our space by
the South Australian Conference reports.
Patience, and all will come right.

The little card suitable for presenting to
new converts, and which has l»cn out of
print for some m nth*, is now again avail­
able They will now be told fur til, po»-
•age free, to any addrev. Au •tr.d Co

Bro. and Sister Shaw, after a short visit
to the "old country." arrived in Melbourne
last week, but a few days afterwards left for
Brisbane, where it is likely they may be for
some time.

F. M. Ludbrook desire* us to remind our
readers that the Box for India, which is
annually sent to Miss Mary Thompson, will
be dispatched in November. All those who
desire to assist in this matter will act ac­
cordingly.

At Brighton Bro. A. M. Ludbrook is giving
on Lord’s day evening* a series of Bible
readings on " Sacred Story from Genesis to
Revelation," illustrated by Dore’s views.
As may be expected, he is getting crowded
congregations.

Those schools wishing to renew their
subscription for Tht Sunlurt for 1896,
should send in their order by October 25th
at the latest. The price is yd. per dozen.
postage free, to any address in Australasia.
Austral Company.

Bro. Wm Burford of Adelaide passed
through the city this week on his way to
Sydney. He is in the first place seeking
rest in a change, and experts to be present
at the reopening of the Lyceum by the
Sydney brethren next Sunday.

W. S. Harris, of Balaklava, S.A., write*
"Since last report two have been added by
faith and baptism, and two by letter. The
enlarging of our chapel is nearly completed;
we arc now holding meetings there. We
are exporting good times at Conference
meetings to be held here on Ort 2."

Bro. and Sis. Leek of Sydney, who have
l>een on a visit to the dear old home land.
passed through Melbourne last week on
their return. They report having had a
splendid visit. They still like sunny Aus­
tralia best. They left Bro C. G. Lawson
in good health, and in the midst of con­
tinued artivities.

Bro. and Sis. James Hunter of Marrick-
ville church, Sydney, passed through Mel­
bourne last week on their way home from
their trip to the old country. They report
having a pleasant journey and good time*
generally. While in London they saw Bro
and Sis. Walden Bro Walden is now the
happy father of four daughters.

Anniversary Service*. Tabernacle Sunday
School. Johniton-strect. Fitzroy. (Premier
school of the Union ) Sunday. Ortober G—
Afternoon 3, Bro Huntsman junr: Even­
ing 7, Bro Pittman senr Tuesday evening
at «. distribution of prize*, gymnastics, re­
citation*. dialogues, singing. Ac Don’t
mi-.s Ihb treat All cordially invited

The anniversary of ths Brighton Sunday
School will be celebrated on Ort G and 9
On Lord’* day special • peaker* arc expected

Bro F Pittman in the afternoon and Bro
G 11 Moysey at night, and special " Ho-
Mtinas" will b.’ sung, a* also on Wednesday,
when there will be a public le v .• I enter

tainment. A cordial invitation is extended
tO all

The Foreign Mission secretary writes
• In regard to the appeal for another mis

sionary, we can only say that fund, arc now-
very low indeed. The F. M. Committee ol
the Colonies arc now responsible for £240
per annum in place of the (Ao of former
years. They desire the brethren to really
grasp this fart and send in their individual
contributions liberally."

The church inSydney has invited Bro.Isaac
Selby and M W. Green to assist in the
opening services of the new hall, which was
originally built as a Freethought I Lili, but
which ha* now fallen Into the hands of the
Sydney brethren They have ngreed to
asssit in condurtlng a week’s special service
The platform at Lygon-street will be filled
by Bro W. Wilson Lord’s day evening,
the 29th

Bro W. C Thurgood has handed in his
resignation as the Virtorian Conference
Treasurer, owing to business engagement*
The Committee have accepted his resign­
ation with great regret. Bro. Thurgood
ha* filled the position for about 15 years,
and in doing so has rendered valuable ser­
vices Io the brotherhood. Bro. W. C
Craiglc has agreed to art as treasurer
until next conference

Bro. W. Cllpstonc, who has been on a
visit to Hastings (Westernport Bay), tells u*
that a number of Mormon* have settled
there and arc endeavoring to make converts
to their peculiar faith. They make a strong
point of Immersion, but whether they preach
and prarticc poly gamy we do not know. We
were under the impression that Mormonhm
was about played out, but it would appear
that there arc always some people about
silly enough to take up any prepoitcrou*
religious propaganda.

In writing to the F.M. Committee Bro.
Thompson says: "The Kanaka brethren
continue to hold their week night meetings
and Sunday School*, also the meeting* on
Lord’s day morning for the breaking of
bread. The Kanaka population having con­
siderably increased within the last twelve
months, I find it impocibic to reach them
all in the South lsi». Gregory River, and
North Ids The Bundaberg Kanaka Mis­
sion arc thinking of sending a mi . ionary to
the North His. a. they consider the held
loo large for one missionary I-a.t year
they sent a missionary to North his, but
withdrew him at my n*pi< -t, as I haveb - a
in hopes your board would send mt, no to
help me in the work, and keep posvrs.km
of the field It will be lb.-' large .t field in
Queensland for reaching the Kanakas, and
after doing the pioneer work it would not
be very [leasant to see other i lake p . .
slon of the Hehl 1 h;>j>c your committee
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We notice by our American exchanges
that H. Goodacre is secretary of the Wis­
consin Sta'.e Missionary Society.

The response to the appeal on behalf of
the Vidorian Mission funds by the president
and secretary has not been anything like
what it should have been. This is the time
of the year when the pinch is felt very
keenly. All those who desire to sec the
work in the home fields carried on efficiently
should contribute as promptly and liber­
ally as possible. Contributions can be sent
Io the acting treasurer, W. C. Cralgic, 259
Little Collins-street, or to McLellan, Secre­
tary, 528 Elizabelh-street, Melbourne.

The /fm/rfrae SlJnJjfJ contains a portrait
and notice of the work of A M. Growden,
who went from Dunedin N. Z. to America
some years ago. Among other good things
it says:—Since 1890, to this and other con­
gregations Bro. Growden has added 440
members. During the past nine years he
has averaged more than two accessions for
each Sunday during that period. As a
preacher, his style is original; he loves to
clothe the old truths in the new dress of
modern thought; he is clear, earnest and
sympathetic. He is a popular preacher in
Clarksville, and is doing a noble work for
the great cause of Christianity. His energy
of mind would make him a strong advocate
in any profession. His temperament is
adive and character podtlve, and it is a
blessing to humanity that his mind is bent
in the religious channel.

The following intimation has been sent
to us by the Temjierance Committee: —
" Attention is called to a Temperance
Demonstration to be held in the Primitive
Methodist Church, Lygon-st., on Monday
next, Sept, 30th, convened by the Confer­
ence Temperance Committee. Most chur­
ches have combined in securing items by
which the meeting will be made profitable
and interesting. No building ot our own
sufficiently central could be secured, but it
is hoped that the meeting will be none the
less enthusiastic. Will church secretaries
kindly gel this demonstration well announced
that a fresh impetus may be given to this
department of Conference work A collec­
tion to defray expenses will lw taken up.
Addresses by John Vale, Samuel Mauger
and William Wilson, dialogues, choruses,
songs, etc, will be given. Commence at
eight o'clock.*1 Il is a matter of regret that
the Temperance Committee should have
thought it necessary Io hold their meeting
in a Primitive Methodist chapd, when ac­
cording to the letter from Bro R Lyall
(w:e Correspondence) they could have had
the use of the Swanston st dmpcl The
necessary fund-, to carry on their work
might easily be obtained in a single after­
noon by any energetic brother calling upon
a few of our brethren

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.

CLARKE.—The infant daughter of Bro.
and Sis. Clarke died quite suddenly and
unexpectedly on the morning of August 27.
She was but seven weeks old, but a mother's
and father's affedion, was entwined with
her young life, and it was hard to part with
her
“ When we see a precious blossom.

That we tended with such care.
Rudely taken from our bosom.

How our aching hearts despair!
Round its little grave we linger.

Till the setting sun is low.
Feeling all our hopes have perished

With the flower we cherished so."
"We shall sleep, but not forever.

There will be a glorious dawn!
We shall meet to part, no, never.

On the resurrection morn I"
Christchurch, N Z. T J.B.

McDIARMID.—Leslie William, the infant
son of Bro. and Sis. McDiarmid, entered
into rest from much pain, on the morning
of the 3rd inst. Though but five and a-
half months old. dear little Leslie had
suffered much; so much, indeed, that we
cannot but think his death a sweet release

"Safely, safely gathered in,
Free from sorrow, free from sin ,
Passed beyond all grief and pain,
Death, for thee, is truest gain.
For our loss we must not weep.
Nor our loved one long to keep
From the home of rest and peace.
Where all sin and sorrow cease."

Christchurch, N.Z. T.J.B.
MAY.—At the Christchurch Hospital, on
24th August, Bro. William May, for many­
years a memberof the church at Kaitangata,
fell asleep at the age of 54 years. Failing
health compelled his removal from Otago,
and in November last he came to reside In
Canterbury, but not sufficiently near to
Christchurch to have the privilege of mect-
with the church. He was In the hospital
for about ten days, and was visited by
several of the brethren here, who found
him weak In body, but strong in faith,
ready anti willing to go whenever the Lord
should call him Sister May and family
mourn the loss of a loving husband and
father, but rtjoice in the assurance of the
Living One that "He that bclievelh on me,
though be die, yet shall he live."
"1 hough sad we mark the closing eye

Of those we loved in days gone by,
Yet sweet in death their latest song:

■We’ll meet again, ’twill not l>e long."*
Christchurch, N.Z. T J B.
GORDON.—On the 5th September Bro

Alexander Gordon, of the church at Strath-
alby n, after some months of suffering, passed
to his reward. He had reached the age of
7j years, lie had been a member of the
church at Slratbalbyn for about 25 years
Having come from among the Presbyterians
hh change of views on the subject of lap-
turn had Ixeit fiom a thorough invc .ligation

of the truth, and hence from profound con-
vidion. Bro. Gordon was a most firm and
faithful Christian. In all his actions he
desired to glorify Christ He was never
absent from the Lord's table if it were
possible for him to be there. He had come
miles to come He prayed and looked for
the advancement of the kingdom of Christ
in the earth. In the midst of many friends
vve laid his body in the beautiful cemetery
at Strathalbyn. On Lord's day evening,
September :5th, I spoke to a large and
sympathetic audience in thechapel at Strath­
albyn, making special mention of our highly
esteemed and beloved brother. Our sym­
pathies are with Sister Gordon and all the
family.

Adelaide, S A. T.J.G.
WARK.—Bro. Wm. Wark departed this

life on September rath, at the age of 27.
He was one of the young men at Grote-st..
and an active member of our Endeavour
Society. Some months since it was evident
that his life would not be extended much
longer. When he knew this he was entirely
resigned, and cheerfully wailed the sum­
mons to the better land. He had been a
member of the church a little over two
years. Bro. John Wark, of Balaklava. In
this colony, is his uncle. His mother is In
Scotland. Bro. Wark was a most excellent
young man. and loved Christ and the
Church. He has gone where no suffering
can come. Death calls the young ns well
as the old. His hope was brighter, and he
was willing to depart and be with Christ.

Adelaide, S.A. T J.G.

ACKNOWLEDGnENTS.
---------- o-----------

RESCUE HOME.
Gratefully received .—Church, Alfrcston,

N Z., 15/-: Mrs. Soltau, 5/-; Proceeds of
lecture at Newmarket, F. Pittman, £2 tos.
9tl., The ■' Mahoos," per David George, 6/-.

Armadale, Jos. P1TIMAN.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Ascot Vale, per Sister Spark. 8/-; Warr-

namlxx)!, per Sister E. M. McCullough. 7/7;
Sister Wiseman, Ascot Vale, 5/-; N. Fitzroy,
io/-; North Yanac, Z4 ; Milaura, io,'-; Bro.
C. A. Faulkner, Miluura, £ 1 is.; Sis. Ruth
Mansell, Mildura, £r is.; Bro. J. Selwood.
Mil-Jura (an old account), 3/6; Bro. E.
Fischer, North Richmond, ro'-. Total,
£8 16s. id.

357 Swanston-st., W. C. Tiiuk<;ooi>,
Melbourne.

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED
T. Smith. W. II. Bardwell, Mrs. Lupton.

5/-; Shipway, 10/-
M. McLellan, Manager,

528 Elizabeth st , Melbourne.


