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Current Topics,

fessor Harper have written much
that will not stand the light which
is pouring in from every direction.' 

xtTHE BATTLE OF THE
© CRITICS.—Professor A. II.

T Sayce contributes an interest­
ing article to the Contanfvrary Review
for October on “ Archaeology versus
Old Testament Criticism," in which
he shows that merely linguistic
arguments must give way before the
fa Cis of archaeology. He contends
that “Our knowledge of the Hebrew
language is in the highest degree
imperfefl; our Hebrew lexicons
contain but a fraction of the words
once possessed by it, and the mean­
ing of many of the words which
have been preserved, as well as the
idioms of the grammar, is merely a
matter of conjedlure." Consequently
a minute “analysis" of the Penta­
teuch, based upon an imperfect
acquaintance of the language, must.
of necessity be faulty, and much of.
it will ultimately have to be given ,
up.

“The Higher Critics," says the
Christian Evangelist, “ are not having ,
it all their own way. There are
many able writers now in the field 

tudc of the Christian community fur
his splendid work in the region of
arch.eology and his successful light
against an altogether too dcstrui live 

criticism. His concluding words in
the article referred to arc worthy of
attention :—“ On the one side we
have a body of doctrine, which has
been the support in life and the
refuge in death of millions of men of
all nationalities and grades of mind,
which has been witnessed to by
saints and martyrs, which has con­
quered first the Roman Empire and
then the barbarians who destroyed
it, and which has brought a message
of peace and goodwill to suffering
humanity. On the other side there
is a handful of critics, with their
bits of words and polychromatic
Bibles. And yet the ' higher crith

: cism' has never saved any souls or
healed any bodies."

IrtHE PLENARY* COUNCIL.;

i The Romish hierarchy, says,
' the Southern Cress, has decidedly had |
I a good time in Sydney of late. The 1
Plenary Council was, as an ecclesi-

1 astical gathering, impressive, if only
; by scale and pifluresqueness of cos-
| tume, and it was “run" with dram­
atic skill of a very high order. The

' gathering included five archbishops,
sixteen bishops and ninety other
ecclesiastics, gathered from every
part of the colonics, under the
presidency of Cardinal Moran, who,
it is said, got access to the visiting
list of Government House, and held
a levee on vice-regal scale, the mete
list of guests filling nearly three
< olumns of the daily papers. The
foundation stone of a new monastry,
to cost was laid ; and it is
astonishing, by the way, how many

monasteries and convents the Catho­
lic has planted on Australian soil,
and how many simple Protestants
there arc who send their children to
the schools connected with these in­
stitutions. The Plenary Council sat
for nearly a fortnight, but its pro­
ceedings and debates, if debates they
were, are shrouded in judicious se­
crecy. A Romish council does not,
like the Presbyterian Assembly or
Wesleyan Conference, conduCl its
business coram publico. At the close,
however, the press was informed that
“ The church is so satisfied with the
progress made since the last sitting
of the Council that it has decided
upon the creation of three and pos­
sibly four new bishoprics. This step
will be taken because the Council
at its silting felt convinced from the
great progress made during the last
decade by the church that these
creations were absolutely necessary
to cope with the work of the church.
At the same time, it is thought un­
desirable to make any announcement
regarding the areas of the new sees
until the organisations in connection
with them arc perfected."

POOR PRISONER (?) The
XA pope of Rome seems to delight
in posing as the “ prisoner of the
Vatican," but those who know any­
thing of his circumstances are scarcely
prepared to waste any sympathy upon
him. The Westminster G.i.dh says:—
“The Pope's person is sacred and
inviolable. Any attempt upon his
life is punishable in the same Way
as an attempt upon that of the king.
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The Supreme Pontiff is entitled 011
all Italian territory to sovereign
honors. He is allowed to retain his
own guards. A sum of £\25,000 is
paid for his civil list. He retains
inalienable sovereignty over, and
possession of, the Vatican, the
Lateran, and Cartel Gandolfo, and
all their appurtenances and pre-
cinds. During any vacancy of the
Holy See the perfed freedom of the
cardinals is guaranteed, and the
same securities arc given to all
Papal conclaves. All persons visit­
ing the Vatican on spiritual business
arc similarly proteded. The Pope
is accorded a private postal and
telegraphic service under his own
control, and entirely free from that
of the civil power. All the Papal
training - schools and colleges in
Rome are exempt from the inter­
ference of the State. Can any one
honestly say that there are no tem­
poral guarantees here such as the
Church of Rome requires for ' the
life and action of her unique religious
institution*? The Pope, it is true,
chooses to live and pose as ' the
prisoner of the Vatican.' But it is
by dreams of temporal, as opposed
to spiritual, sovereignly, that he is
held in bondage."

Hie Australasian

(Christian ^Standard.
(t*ub1libed tiery ■liernati Thuiaday).

MELBOURNE, DECEMBEH 1'Jth, /6W.

HOW TO READ THE BIBLE.
---------- o----------

those interesting articles on
J. Books from the pen of Bio. A.
’ M, Lud brook which appeared

in our last two issues, he very pro­
perly assigns the highest place to
the Bible. All our readers, we arc
certain, will agree with Sir Walter
Scott, that it is THE BOOK.
That Christians should hold the
Bible in great veneration is only
what might be expeded. It is their
only chart to guide them through
this world to the better one beyond.
It is the only book that gives them
a revelation from God and tells them
of a Saviour who is able to save. It
is the source of their inspiration and
hope. It is, therefore, for them a
pearl beyond all price. An old
writer has said :—" This most pre­
cious jewel is to be preferred above
all treasure. If thou be hungry, it
is meat to satisfy thee; if thou be
thirsty, it is drink to refresh thee;
if thou be sick, it is a present rem­
edy ; if thou be weak, it is a staff to
lean upon ; if thine enemy assault
thee, it is a sword to fight withal;
if thou be in darkness, it is a lantern
to guide thy way; if thou be doubt­
ful of the way, it is a bright shining
star to direct thee." Il is all this—
and more. Christians in every age,
have found every word of the old
writer to be true, and have rejoiced
in the prcciousncss of the sacred
volume. But others besides Christ­
ians hold the Bible in high esteem,
and admit it to be the chief among
books. Only a short while ago a
number of eminent men, of all shades
of opinion, were requested to select
what they considered the best one
hundred books in the world. In
scarcely any was the Bible missing,
and in the great majority it headed
the list. To Christian and non­
Christian, therefore, it is the peerless
book.

Much mure might be said in praise
of the Bible, but enough has been
said for our purpose. We are now
prepared to go a step further and
aflirm that the Bible being a book

I of such immense value, is worth

reading with inltlligtncc. A suffi­
ciently commonplace statement, no
doubt, but nevertheless, a very
necessary one. There arc many
sincere lovers of the Bible who
would be very much surprised if
they were told that they read it with
less intelligence than any other book.
Yet it is true. Any other book in
which they were interested and
upon the right understanding of
which much depended, they would
read with an earnest desire to get
the author's meaning, starting with
the first chapter and going on to the
end endeavouring to understand and
remember the relation of one chapter
to the other. The various details
would be remembered and under­
stood in agreement with the general
design. This is the commonsense
method and any other is scarcely in
keeping with due resped for the
author. It would not be overstep­
ping the mark to say that the aver­
age reader of the Bible does not
adopt this commonsense method.
He is a piece-meal reader—a scrap
gatherer. As a text-monger, he
delights in severing passages from
their proper connexion. He does
not trouble himself to discover the
relation of the verse to the chapter,
the chapter to the epistle, and the
epistle to the whole book, but gazes
at the isolated text and gives it a
meaning which its author never in­
tended it to have. The Bible to
him is an arsenal of texts and not a
matchless temple—beautiful in its
glorious symmetry. To take in all
the beauty of a grand cathedral, we
must not keep our eyes fixed only
upon its details, we must step back
apace, view the entire strudurc, and
mark how the details form one har­
monious whole. It is because this
has not been done that the so-called
Christian Church is not a Ttmjlt,
but a number of detached buildings,
eroded in defiance of the general
plan of the divine Architcd.
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But not only should wc read the Bible
intelligently, but we should also read
it honestly. Strange to say the Bible
is the most dishonestly read book
the world has ever known. In most
cases, doubtless this class of readers
are not conscious of their dishonesty,
nevertheless they must be held re­
sponsible tor allowing themselves to
reach that state of mind which
allows such a thing to be possible.
It is manifestly wrong to permit
any bias we may have to dim the
light shining from the sacred page.
Wrong for us to take our farthing­
rushlights to illuminate its pages.
It does not want our light, for it has
its own, all glorious from the throne
of God.

It would be a long history that
recited the dishonest handling of
the word of God by men in all ages.
Grievously indeed has the cause of
Christ suffered from this one thing
alone. Even in our own day, when
there is less excuse for it, the truth
is held down in unrighteousness.
Men form their projedls, and then
come to the Scriptures to find sup­
port for them, honestly if they can,
but somehow, in any case. As they
twisted the Scriptures in past days
to uphold the slave trade, so do they
now pervert God's word for their
own ends. It is impossible to be­
lieve that all the widely divergent
views which are held concerning
truths revealed in God's word can
be the result of honest reading. We
arc compelled to form this conclu­
sion or else hold that the Bible was
written in order to bewilder and not
to enlighten, and as the latter view
is out of the question, wc must find
the root of the evil, in the misuse of
the sacred word. Wc claim then
that the Bible should be honestly
read, that we should accept what it
clearly says without reference to any
leaning we may have. Much de­
pends upon the spirit in which wc
read the Bible. If wc go to it only

to find support for our preconceived
ideas, we will manage to sec just
what we want to see, if on the other
hand we want to know what it says
without reference to our preconceived
ideas, we will have little difficulty
in finding the truth.

Another prolific source of error is
reading the Bible without discern­
ment of the relative value of the
various parts. A great number of
readers make no difference between
the Old and the New. They would
just as soon build a doctrine or a
theory upon one as the other. Hence
one half of the errors of Christen­
dom arise from a misapplication of
Old Testament teaching to the
Christian dispensation. That which
is imperfect is made to dominate the
perfect. Fanciful interpretations of
obscure prophecies are made of more
importance than the plain and sim­
ple declarations of Christ. Moses
and the prophets are used to inter­
pret Jesus instead of Jesus their in­
terpreter. The pedagogue whose
humble function it was to bring
children to the Teacher, is elevated
to the position of His instructor.
Thus error is propagated and divi­
sion maintained. When the Bible
is read with discernment and the
proper relation of the Old and New
Testament is understood, the major­
ity of the sects of Christendom will
be wiped out.

Then again, as the Bible is the
word of God it ought to be read in
the spirit c/ belief. There arc many
people who do not take God at His
word. They are troubled when they
need not be troubled. As an in­
stance of this we give the follow­
ing

“TwoChristian men were talking
about Assurance of Salvation, and
one said * he thought it a kind of
presumption for anyone to say that
they were sure they were «avcd |
the other replied- ‘Brother, hand
me your Biblehe opened it at 1

John 5, then taking out his penknife,
said, ‘ Brother 1 am going to cut
verses 12 and 13, you don’t believe
them, they are no use to you, there­
fore they are better out than in.’
•Stop, stop,’ cried the other; but
before he could rise up to prevent
him, his friend had them out and
laid on the table. There they were:

At first the man was very angry
and vexed that his Bible had been
spoiled, but taking up the cut-out
verses he began to read them over,
anti soon the light began to dawn
on him. ‘ What a fool I have been!1
he exclaimed. * I say I believe God’s
Word ; yes, it is true from first to
last, but I have not believed this,
and yet it is very plain ; henceforth
I will not doubt what He says.
Thank you, brother for such a sharp
cutting reproof, the holes in my
Bible shall stand as a witncss%against
my unbelief; the words are in my
heart now.’

Header: how much of God’s Word
ought to be cut out of YOUR
Bible ?•'

With the open book in our hands,
a great responsibility rests upon us
for its proper use. It is not ours to
do with it as we like. It is given to
us in trust, and for its misuse we
will be held responsible. Let us
then read it with intelligence, with
honesty, with discernment, and with
belief, and then we will find it an
infallible guide. It will be to us “a
rock of diamonds, a chain < f pearls,
the sword of the Spirit; the chait
by which wc daily walk; the sun
dial by which we set our li\cs; the
balance by which we weigh vur
actions.”



THE

Editorial Notes.
-------- :o:---------

Programme 1800.—In addition to the
programme announced in la$t issue, vve are
pleased to be able to promise some articles
from the pen of Dr. J. C. Verco. Early in
the year ue will publish a paper read by
him before the members of the University
Christian Union (SA), entitled, "The
Superhuman Claims of Jesus An argu­
ment for the Truth of the Bible." This is
an important and valuable paper, and will
be of interest and profit to nil our readers.

A Mistaken Idea.—It is quite possible
to carry a gocxl thing too far. and this is
done when total abstinence or prohibition it
made a test of church membership. Il
would ?-ee«n that such an unwarrantable
step has already been taken. Tht Mttungtr
says;—Another denomination it about to lie
born into the world of religions confusion.
A number of people who have lost patience I
with the position of their churches on the
liquor question hate decided to form a new
church with prohibition a> a leading article
of faith All this grows oul of a mistaken
idea as to what the church is. If the church
were any ret of men, then it would be right
for them to step oul from those who try to
|x.rfonn the impossible part of being a
Christian and voting to legalize the sale of
liquor as a beverage. But the church is
not a bet of men. We would say tn those
men who propose to organize this new seCt.
“If you are in the Church of Christ, stay
there, for the other fellows are already out.
If you arc not there now, it is bad for you "
This idea of organizing a sect as soon as a
new truth has been gained has cursed the
world The real fails are, these people are
in a sect, and a sect's policy depends on
what they vote. Why nut leave the sect
and join the Church cl Christ ?

Spirituallull, etc.—The Sautthin lljftu!
cays - Hypnoti.-rn, Spiritualism, ami the
like bring out fresh attractions, which draw
in spite of frequent caposurcs. The following
from the English 1'naun, is interesting and
appropriate:— ‘ Another spirit medium baa
been detected. Euvjpia Paladino has gone
the way of her predecessor*, She was one
of the cleverest, and deceived famous scien­
tific men. She did t ome wonderful conjuring
tricks. Dr HoJgsonandMr J N Maskelyte
have exposed the uiurl business. The
tlrangc thing is that |«.rxmi are so ready
to ascribe to spiritual agency any cleverness
they cannot comprehend. But then Madame
Blavat-.ky, the prince v of rogue , c said
*1 have long since learned io understand
lhe-e d«.ar people, and tht ir • tupidlly -omc-
limoaffords me unbounded calisfactiun . . .
f<u you know that almost invariably the
mure ■imple. the more 'Illy, and the more
gru.v the ‘phenomenon.* the more likely It 
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Is to succeed? 1 may tell you such stories
about this some day as will make you split
your sides . ' Who will be the next to
take advantage of the gullibility of some
otherwise very good people?'

Sayings of Spurgeon.-Some excellent
saying* of Spurgeon are given in a volume
of '• Personal Reminiscences** by Wm. Wil­
liams. Here are some of them . —' I don t
like dancing. It was through a dance that
the first Baptist minister lost his head, and
I may well be afraid of it." “ Mind your
illustrations arc correct. It would never do
to describe Noah as one did, sitting outside
the ark reading his Bible." " Alway s get
the true meaning uf a text. One local
preacher took ‘He for our profit.' and
preached on 'The Prophetical Office of
Christ."’ "Mind your figures of speech
are not cracked Don't talk like the brother
who said, • I fly from star to star, from
cherry-beam to cherry-beam............ Get
amongst your people, or somebody may be
saying of you as one old lady said of her
minister, that he was invisible all the week
and incomprehensible on Sunday s." "Shun
all affectation in the pulpit, and mind you
never get into the goedy-goody style. One
of this sort said, * 1 was reading tn dear
Hebrews.'" “Mind the theme of ycur
sermon suits yourself. A beardless boy
should not preach from * I have been young
and now am old.'"

Changes In Language.—The following
from the lictlcn Tun:;ttft shows what great
changes our language has undergone since
the fourteenth century. The primer or
laymen's pyaycr-book Is found in Anglo-
Saxon of a very early period and in English
of the fourteenth century. The apoales*
creed Is thus rendered in English of that
century —"1 belcue in god, fadir almygti,
makete of heucnc and erthc; and in ic>u
crist the sone of him, ourc lord, oon alone :
which is concey ued of the hooli govt; born
of marie maiden; sufiridc pr»siour. under
nounce pilal: crucified, deed, and biried:
he went down to hellh . the tliridde day he
rooso agen fro decile : he stcig to hcucne* :
he sittith on the rigt syde of god the fadir
almygti thenns he is to come for Io deme
the quyke and decde. I belcue in the hooli
goo 4. frith of hooli chirvhc : communynge
of tcynlis : fergyueneu of synne-.: agenris-
uf flesh, and eucrlastynge lyf. So ba it "

HOW I ENTERED THE FIELD.
-------- :o:— -•

In tbSy I attended, as usual, the i
Annual Meeting of Churches of
Christ in Great Britain, which was
held that year in Glasgow. 1 had
fur some years been in membership
in dear old Chelsea church, and
been receiving strong evangelistic
impulses in that missionary-training
institution, especially from my kins­
man, Bro. Roln rt Black, to whom,

December 19. 1695

next to my parents, 1 am indebted
for my Christian education. For
some little time 1 had been doing
my best to be useful in the service
of the church, but recently an idea
of devoting myself more entirely to
Gospel work had been floating tn
my mind. Had been a constant
reader of the Old Paths, published by
the late Bro. David King, and had
got a fair grip of our distinctive
position and plea.

Journeying southward from Glas­
gow 1 spoke several times in Car­
lisle and Wigan. Of these churches
Bros. George Collin and James
Marsden are leading brethren, at
whose homes, too, I was entertained.
But these brethren, pillars of the
cause in the old country, are also
members of the General Evangelistic
Committee, and principally, 1 think,
by the advice and persuasion of Bro.
Marsden, I decided to devote myself
wholly to the ministry of the word,
and accepted an invitation from the
committee which soon came to hand,

My first field of labour was in the
West Riding of Yorkshire. At
Dewsbury and Birstall, in conjunc­
tion with Bro. James Grinstead, I
worked away for some sixteen months,

I chiefly at the latter place. Next,
Manchester and Rochdale were, in
turn, my headquarters, and for over
a year I was evangelising not only
in those centres but in the towns
around. Burslem, in the Potteries,
was my last field of labour in Great
Britain. Here for about five months
this present scribe co-operated with
Bro. Bartley Ellis in the planting of
the church in that place.

From the Leominster Annual
Meeting, in 1890, I began my world­
wanderings, proceeding first to Can­
ada and the United States, where
for nearly a year 1 studied at Ken­
tucky University. Then a cablegram
hurried me across the Pacific to
Melbourne, where for two years and
a-half 1 laboured most harmoniously
and happily with the Swanston-st.
brethren.^ Following upon this came
my New Zealand tour, which led to
a twelve months' engagement with
the Oamaru church. Now, for some
eight months I have been preaching
at Brighton, but presently leave
(n.v.) for Egypt and Palestine rn
r,e. for England. To visit the
lands of the Bible is the principal
object of my trip, of which mote
anon, and from which I hope to re­
turn, with fresh stimulus for work-,
to this country of my adoption be­
neath the Southern Cross.

A. M. Luduhqok.
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Open Column.
-------- :o:---------

ENDEAVOUR SOCIETIES
I have carefully read Bro. Pittman':! reply

to iny objedions in connection with En­
deavour. but I must say that he has failed
to convince me In fad, the etleft of his
pa|>er has, if anything, been rather in the
opposite direction. He has numbered my
mistakes (•) and :o I will follow his ordering.

No t. Our brother practically maintain-.
that the Endeavour Society is part of the
church This I deny in aud would in
return ask him to define the church.

I submit, also, tliat the fact of the whole
of the members of any particular society
being church members, is not sufficient to
constitute that society a part of the church.
The additional fad, that the society has
placed itself under the guidance of the
churc h officers and that they have accepted
the trust, docs not alter the position one
whit It it did, what would be the standing
cf a cricket club composed exclusively of
young church rr.cmUrs, which had an elder
for its president and tome of the deacons as 

umpire-, and perhaps occasional players?
According to our brother's reasoning, jj a
dub it would be a part of the church. 1
submit that our brother is in error. He
also quotes an article of the model constitu­
tion in support of his views. Now- 1 might
call myself a French citizen as much as 1
liked, yet until the French government gave
me my naturalization papers all my assever­
ations would be valueless, and even then it
could only aft within its powers. According
to my reading (however, 1 may lx? wrong)
the terms pastor, elder aud bishop arc
synonymous ; but in the rule quoted there ,
is another arrangement, viz, pastor (the
singular, be it noted), deacons and elders or
stewards. Here is an error crept in at the
very outset If the Endeavour Union Is a
portion of the church of Christ it has
authority, and wc find that it has, perhaps
unconsciously, laid the foundation of the
one man ministry over again Let us net
refuse to learn from past history ; what has
happened may happen once more.

No. z. I am very glad IJn» Pittman gives
me credit Lr placing a value upon g».d
works. I most certainly do, but at tho
same time 1 do not conddcr them a ladder

to heaven. I emphatically deny that they
form any scriptural basis of fellowship. Can
our brother give me chapter and verse ?

In rcspeft to No j I am sorry to say that
Uro. Pittman simply begs the question,
which is hardly fair He charges me with
definite mistake, and all he brings in a
•' surely there is no harm " Now- of all the
soul-slaying sayings that lull the conscience
asleep that "surely there is no harm" ha-.
sent more souls to perdition than perhaps
any other When the mischief is done, will
•' I did not think there was any harm" lie a
good plea to meet the Master with ? There
may lie no harm, but that is not the ques­
tion : have wc the authority for it or have
wc not ? Till our brother brings me more
than a "surely there is no harm" I must
hold my opinion. If we are to consider
ourselves tree to aft in accordance with cur
c..n unit of ' harm." we will soon be in
trouble. Too many of us are acting upon
this plan, and there is trouble ahead in
consequence

Nos 4 and 6 In answer to No. t mis.
take (■) Bro Pittman say s : " We have eight
societies in and around Melbourne, every­
one of which consist wholly of church mem-
bora;" yet in reply to No j he says: "None
of the unimmersed in our societies make
this pledge." What docs our brother mean ?
He first says that all the member; are
church members, which to me conveys the
idea that they- arc all immer»ed, and then
talks about the unimmersed in our societies.
There is irregularity around somewhere. 1
am afraid of it.

Now it goes without saying that 1 am an
outsider as regards Endeavour Societies.
Yet onlookers often sec more than they arc
credited with. One of the arguments used.
more than once, against my views has been
the faft that, whereas church membership
excluded all but the immersed,lite Endcav our
was open to all and was a means of teaching
the unimmersed children of church members
and bringing them out. My reply was and
is that such is the work of the church direct
and of no auxiliary. 1 may be misinformed,
but will Bro Pittman vouch that there are
none on the roll of the various Endeavour
Societies who are unimmersed • " As far as
I know " is insufficient.

Bro Pittman simply dismisses No. 5 as
Incorrcft 1 must diflcr from him here, a'.
I must Ic'icve my own eyes and car . 1
have seen what 1 state I. however, hero
foresee a difficulty—wc may not lx? quite
agreed as towhat arc th? functions of tho
church Let us in this matter also be
guidc-J by the word, and not go beyond what
is written

Now, our brother has uxda word which
1 submit h rather out of place between
brethren Ho credits himself with having
"cL ircd away mun Now 1 am
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thing, though I may be mistaken and there­
fore am oj>en to Ik set right If Uro Pittman
would, however, lx* n little more careful in
hit quotations, he would avoid causing
perhap; a wrong impression. In No, 7 he
makes me say "The young members are
allowed to meet with the Society on a common
footing" l( he will read my paper again,
he will fzc that 1 said nothing of the sort.
When he amended my sentence, had he In­
serted "the world's sefls" where he put
"the society" he would have conveyed my
meaning, and I could not have objected.
Let us both rcmcmlrjr that we are seeking
after truth, and not writing against one
another for notoriety.

I must still adhere to the position 1 took
from the first, which may be stated as
follows -The Endeavour Socletiei are in
no rente the church, or part of the church,
although the members may be. That they
furnish ti platform upon which the world's
■cits and our own young people meet on a
common footing That this is an unauthor-
ised departure from primitive Christianity
and will in the end be productive of evil.

There is no idea of "I am holier than
thou ” in this at all; it is simply a matter of
obedience. There is more obedience re­
quired than baptism, and 1 am afraid with
Uro Pittman that "baptism too often
covers the ground in another renvc" with
many.

Our brother has, as he says, "accepted
the challenge," yet has throughout his paper
refrained from bringing any Scripture to
back him up. I have also refrained from
doing so on my part, but Scripture authority
for the Endeavour I must have, or I must
continue to protest against It

We have the best Endeavour Society
po-uible already, one r-.tabii hed by our
1-ord ami his apostles the church of Christ
itself; and to that I will be loyal, if 1 stand
alone I will have nothing to do with
striving to make it elastic enough to conform
to the world's methods.

1 understand Thomas Campbell a maiim
well enough . wire he alive, perhaps he
might have something to say respecting the
manner in which we tuiat it about Suffice
it to say that were an angel from luaven to
teach what Is not In a line with Bible
teaching.J should refute to accept it 'I he
word nf Cod h the touchstone; to my ears
the Endeavour due. not ring true, therefore,
av far as I am concerned, I will have none
of it A Davison

Sisters’ Page.
--------- :<>: - -

"To walk worthy of the Lord unto all
pleasing, bearing fruit In every good work.
an 1 increaiing tn th< knowl' Jgc of God '
Col 1 10, X v

C .am.jh.rj / t this j.’i Jf it
aJjii '.J . 'h 1 H.’.J, lilinlittci UtNl,
Ualaeljia.

CHRISTMAS
It is His birthday Hi •. the only One

Who ever made life's meaning wholly
plain ;

Dawn is lie to our night I No longer vain
And pur[*>zless our onward - struggling

The hope He bringeth overfloods our ■
fears;

Now do wc know the Father through the
Son!

O earth. O heart, be glad on this glad i
morn !

Cod is with man! Life,life to us is born ' I
— I.Ut) l.JK.OI-J ■

EXECUTIVE.
The Executive of the Conference '

met on the 6th inst., Sister Maston I
presiding. The minutes and corrcs- I
pondence having been dealt with, J
the meeting heard the reports.

Home Mission.—Total receipts since ;
last Conference, /"a 18 as. nd., of |
which amount the sisters have col- |
letHed/"5J 15s. Arrears now amount
to /*i to. The sisters were urged to I
do their utmost to make the annual
collections (Jan. 5th) a success.

Foreign Mission.—Bro. Thompson
has baptised jj Kanakas since last
rep art. Sister Miss Thompson’s
health is much improved ; she has
not felt the need of a holiday this 1
year, and so has continued at her j
work.

7 emferaitce.—A verba) report of ‘
the W.C.T.U. Convention was given,
and Miss Willard's Five Minute
Speech at the Royal Albert Hall
read, much to the enjoyment of
those present. Reports of the Col­
lingwood and Ascot Vale Bands of
Hope were verbally given.

Collage Prayer Meeting.— Reports
were given of Malvern and North
Fitzruy meetings, the sisters testify­
ing to the good they received from
these meetings.

Ne.xt Meeting.— It was resolved to
hold a prayer and praise meeting on
January 10th, to which all sisters are
cordially invited. Meeting place,
Swanston-strcct Lecture Hall.

It was also resolved to give £4 to
the V. M.F. and £1 to the Rescue
Home from the funds of the Execu­
tive. After roll call, collection, and
prayers by Sisters Rowles, Chown

• and Schofield, the meeting adjourned.

SUNDAY SCHOOL KEIORT.
! During October ami November
I the following schools have been
■ visited:-—
j Footscray.—Was will received.
I Average attendance: scholars, 120;

teachers, 12. Have monthly prayer
meeting. Found most of the classes
studying N. Testament. School has
a library.

Brighton has about So scholars
and 10 teachers. They have a fine
library — all the hooks covered,
ticketed and catalogued.

Johnston-st. — A good morning
school and Young Christians' Class.
A monthly prayer meeting is held.
1 las a good library. Attendance, 88.

North Richmond has had several
changes since last visit. The infant
class is well conducted. Monthly
prayer meeting. Attendance: schol­
ars, 88; teachers, 9.

North Melbourne.—Was present
at the anniversary, celebrated by a
floral service. The younger scholars
were on the platform, all having
bouquets in their hands. The sing­
ing good. A most enjoyable service.

Additions to churches from schools
(reported): Collingwood, 12; South
Melbourne, 2; Swanston-strcct, 1;
Prahran, 1. M. Hall.

hospital visitation.
Have visited ten of our sisters in

hospitals during the last quarter,
some more than once; distributed
flowers and t rafts. There is a large
demand for Frtemllv Visiters, Silver
Link, Cottagers, Jiritish IVnrhitan and
Workwoman.

Sister Miss Barnett reports having
distributed t8otraftsand paid several
visits. Sister Mrs. Cost has visited
Homeopathic 5 times, Melbourne
13 times, distributed 66 tracts and
340 bouquets.

MRS. THURGOOD’s LETTER.
"Oh, full nre the hands of October,

Dear bright, merry month of the fall;
1 ou cheerily gather your treasures.

And graciously give them to all "
>93* Fifth Avenue,

Pittsburgh, Pa.,Oft. nth.
Dear Executive Sisters,—

Well beloved in the Lord. Greet­
ing. ,

We have just had a pleasant week
ot Conference work, and now that it
IS all over it is a pleasure to tell you
all about it, .is your representative in
America, In our Sisters' Session
we had some very excellent papers
and speeches on the special mission
points for which wc are working.

wo sisters took part reading papcis,
who have been in the work all these
wenty-one years, I believe, and yet

this is the first time they made the
®." ort,t.° Tak i,l,bIic 5 s,»
the elderly are arousing to a tense 
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of their privileges anti opportunities
as well as the young. \Ve arc so
thankful.

“ Helps and Hindrances to the
Work," by auxiliary officers, was
very good. The roll was called by
the secretary,and each oncresponded
— some telling of hearty co-operation
as a help; others of how a faithful
few always present, with their “ pray­
ers" and “pence," so helpful; others
a well arranged programme was ever
a source of help: the fine literature
available was in itself an inspiration
as well as information about the
work. The hindrances might be
summed up as one—lack of Bible
study, lack of redding missionary litera­
ture, lack of interest in the Master’s
missions. Lack of means was not men­
tioned, for we are all well aware
that where there is a a ill to work
the dear Lord opens the way. Echoes
from the Plymouth Convention were
answered by the neatly printed Re­
port I am sending you with this
mail. You will be pleased to hear
that the Convention appointed a
western district secretary (to help
Sister Thurgood)—a sweet, willing,
young sister, who is coming in this
afternoon with all the material to be
prepared for publication. The woik
seems to be going forward all along
the line; we thank God and go for­
ward with renewed zeal.

What a happy meeting that was
at North Carlton! How thoughtful
of our dear Executive ever to be
ready to lend a helping hand. 1
hope all the departments of the work
v. ill be well kept up, especially the
afternoon frayer mrr/mp—they ate a
wonderful source of strength — and
Bible reading. Our auxiliaries are
reading together Proverbs this month ;
then when we meet in our monthly
meeting we can often speak of some
special verse that has benefitted us.
Would it not be helpful to have a
floral committee who would supply
the hospital visitors with dainty
bouquets for their rounds? I've
been thinking if the Executive pre­
pared a programme for the prayer
meetings to be held in different
churches each month, and had it
printed in the Sisters’ Page, what a
boon it would be to sisters at a dis­
tance who need just such help to
start them in the work, as well as
those in the city who would welcome
such aid and ail upon it gladly I

Hoping to be with you again some
happy day. Your fellow-labourer
in th” Master’s vineyard,

AMOIM.FTL K. TilURCOOP. I

Correspondence.
THE KINGDOM OF GOD

Dear Brother,—In an article on the
Kingdom of God on Nov. atst the writer is
exceedingly severe on those who differ from
him as to certain prophecies being ” ideal '
I do not wish to discuss this question, but
respectfully ask permission to point out
some of the inaccuracies which occur In
referring to the prophecies in question.

1 That the temple, from its size, could
never be got on Mount Moriah, but
would take up the whole of Jerusalem.

Ezekiel 45: 4 shows that the sanctuary,or
temple, is not on Mount Moriah or in
Jerusalem at all, but is situated in the midst
of the northcmmo.it division cf what is
called "an holy oblation" of the land, while
the city is in the southernmost division of
the same, which holy oblation is about sixty
miles square.

3. That the symbolic Jerusalem would
take up the whole of Palestine.

Ezekiel 48 : 35 makes it about 9 miles
square!

j. That Zechariah's prophecy of the
cleaving asunder of the Mount of Olives
" w ill cut Ezekiel's temple right through
the middle, hating thirty miles ef tempt
cs the north jr. l thirty rules >.n the south."

In addition to the fail that the temple is
nearly fifty miles away, the outmost boun­
dary is only one mile square ! Those who
differ from the writer have a right to con­
clude that he has not looked very carefully
Into the nubj'cd.

Bendigo, W. W. Daves-,
Bro. Davey believes that Ezekiel's temple

will not be on Mount Moriah, because he 11
of opinion that it will be somewhere else
We agree with Bro. Davey, but for a differ­
ent reason, viz , that, being symbolical, it
will have no literal existence anywhere.

Taking some litcralists on their own
ground, we argued that it could not be on
Mount Moriah. Bro. Davey agrees with 111
here also, Ixcau^c even taking his own idea
of the dimensions of the temple, it could
not l*c got upon a platform of tyoo by 900
feet, which is the available space on Mount
Moriah. But as our brother docs not hold
that the temple will ba on this mount, our
argument in reference to Moriah does not
apply to him. So far, then, the charge of
inaccuracy does not hold good.

We presume, then, that the question id j
measurement 1* the point at issue But in
this matter wo scarcely think our brother
is entitled to pronounce judgment, seeing
that some of the l>cit scholar 1 hold different
opinions upon this question lu ayir .; that
lirckicl'n temple would take up the wh de
of Jeruxalcm, an I hi. city the whole <f
Bale nine, we had for our authority ; • I. . 1

a scholar than Dr. Lightfoot. So far as we
an-concerned, wedonot pretend to under­
stand the measurements in Ezekiel's pro­
phecies. and consequently are not prepared
to enter into a discussion regarding them,
the more especially as no argument we
advanced depends upon the correctness of
Dr. Lightfoot's computations.

Nor is it material to us whether Mr. Gall
is tight in his estimate of the size of the
fragments of the temple; but it is certain
that if Ezekiel's temple is to be in any part
of the present Jerusalem, it is doomed when
Zechariah's prophecy regarding the cleav ing
asunder of the Mount of Olives Is fulfilled,
that is to say, if the prophecy is to be taken
literally.

Those who differ from us will no doubt
"conclude that we have not looked very
carefully into the subject,'' but whether
they have a •' right" to do so is another
matter. It would be much belter and
mote to the point if they admitted frankly
that many of the prophecies of Ezekiel arc
extremely difficult to understand and where
the brighest and best scholars have failed,
both. Bro. D and ourselves may not be too
dogmatic. In our article we merely designed
to point out that in the consideration of a
subject like that of the Kingdom of God. it
was better to be guided by the clear light of
the Great Teacher than by the uncertain
interpretation of obscure prophecies, and
this little discussion only help-, to emphasise
this statement —Eli.

BRO. BLAIRS PAMPHLET.
Dear Bro -I thank you for noticing the

pamphlet "The Relation <>f Christianity to
Social Restoration." About its being lop-
sided, well, the readers can judge. 1 am
glad you state "In cur ofinien the critics
have sufficiently answered the erroneous
theories advanced by Bro. Blair " Here you
honestly state " In cur efim.n " and as you
an- a believer in "liberty of opinion,' you
will grant the same h’.erty to others who
may differ from you as regards the answers
given by the critics, whether they have nr';-
cieraly jeic.'irJ or given J11..11 to that
which you assert artttreneeus theories, for you
do not give aaycnr c/is.-.n, that the theories
advant cd in the pamphlet are ttrentota, but
y.u .ii'-i/f they are. This la going d stef farther
than <■/mi. n, and you should know that aiscr-
t.. ns .ire worth nothing ua/.u y.a /r.;; them
to It true, which you should have done, if
you ate true to th? Scripture motto on the
title page of the AC Siamv..;-. which is
"Prove all things, hold fast that which is
good," which I hope the readers will do.

yours etc.
L S Ik

BAPTIST TESTIMONY.
Di:ah Hu -tih a. -Thanks for your i<; !y

to my query respecting ll Ara 1 I .

northcmmo.it
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ctgn Missionary Society. The brotherhood
should note it. and I»e careful not to become
agents in spreading open communion prin­
ciples. This mingling of the baptised with
the unbaptised in church ordinances is a
departure from New Testament principles,
and an attempt to please man rather than
God But like other departures from the
standard of truth, it has failed in Its object.
Let us take warning from our Baptist
friends The) have extensively trieel this,
and what is the result ? Your runent Issue
slates that the Rev. II I). Brown reported
to a meeting ,in London that Baptists pro­
gress every where except in England, and
ho attributes the cause to the adverse Influ­
ence of union churches, which are destroy­
ing the Baptist testimony. llj/litt tatimony !

am sorry to say that this is very sickly, so
sickly that it is unable to resist a little
adveme influence, the Baptists themselves
being judges. IJj/lit! Ittliutony! I will give
a specimen. Some years ago special meet­
ings were held in the theatre at Ballarat on
I-ord's day evenings Their purpoie was
to reach those who attended no place of
worship. 1 went and heard the Baptist
minister deliver an earnest address, and
then in a peroration he invited the audience
to attend his services round the corner, and
as an additional inducement he assured his
heaters that they need not be afraid of the
waler, fur they might attend for a twelve­
month and not hear it mentioned.

Il.i/tut Intimanjtl! Here is another speci­
men. A most excellent work on baptism,
entitled TIircLna Eratil, was published by
the American Baptists, and republished in
England, but alas I it spoke too pkiinly on
the communion question, so the English 1
Baptists mutilated the work and placed the
chapter on Communion In the Baptist Ex­
purgatory Index. The explanation is that
the Baptista in America follow the apostolic
example, while those In England arc afraid
of their brethren reading the chapter lest
their eyes should be enlightened, and they
agitate fur New Testament practice. 11 j/tut
Ittiir.toa) !! A third specimen, and one
that Is unchallengeable, teeing that it is
vouched fur by the editor of the Southan
Uafliit: " We hear of ministers who arc
afraid to preach believers' baptism to their
own people." Qiuntum infint

But Mr Brown was in error when he
imagined that England is the only country
where Baptists arc not progressing, for at
the annual meeting of their brethren just
held in this colony, it was announced that
only si* out of twenty eight or 214 ' , of
baptised |x rsuns were on their church rolls,
and further, that at their meeting in 189,
they had yjtt members, this year they had
only a decrease of 122 Certainly,
thin la discouraging, and one may well in­
quire, Where are the others? The reply
mu.I be that through "open communion," 

the “adverse influence of union churches.'
and the weakness of “Baptist testimony"
leading its recipients to conceive that bap­
tism is of no inqx>rtance, or even nothing at
all. a mere ceremony w hich may or may not I
be attended to according to the taste of the
believer, they have mingled w ith the various
setts that have rejected Christian baptism,
and substituted in its stead the papist cere­
mony of infant sprinkling

A well known Baptist minister in Mel­
bourne published an appeal to these stray
sheep to return to their fold. 1 think it was
ca'lcd "The l-etlcr from I’hilologus to Cer­
tain Wanderers.” It was an excellent letter,
but had too much sarcasm and irony to
please the fastidious. But coming as it did
from one who practised “ open communion “
it was inconsistent. For if it be right for
the unbaptised to mingle with the baptised
in a church ordinance, it cannot be wrong
for the baptised to return the compliment
and mingle with the unbaptised. Through
this inconsistency this otherwise excellent
letter fell flat, and I fear did no good. But
speaking of inconsistency, the practice of
“open communion" is the most Inconsistent
of all the inconsistent practices of Christen­
dom. For while Roman Catholics, Angli­
cans, Presbyterians and the other opponents
of believers' baptism hold that it should be
a preliminary to the Lord's supper, and do
not knowingly admit any to the I.ord's table
unless they regard them as baptised; the
open communion Baptist, while admitting
that baptism should precede the lord's
supper, does admit those whom he knows
are unbaptised. He thus appoints himself
a lawgiver in the Lord's church.

What Is the remedy proposed by the
President of the Baptist Union to counter­
act this evil ? It is simply to give up the
notion ol maintaining Baptist churches
any longer, and transmute all existing into
Union ones 1 Naturally the Baptists do
not lake kindly to this suggestion ; though
it would be more consistent than their
present practice, but a consistency in error.
For there Is certainly an anomaly in refusing
a person the privilege of voting on the pay
and appointment of any official from the
chapel cleaner to the minister; yet giving
him the right of taking part in the far more
important privilege of the Lord'o supper.
If he is entitled to the latter surely he ought
to be permitted to talc part in the former

The chairman of the Baptist Union
advises that the only person upon whom
baptism should be incumbent is the min­
ister; all other officials as well as the pri­
vate members may be unbaptised. He
considers this plan likely to draw a crowd,
but why not throw in their lot openly with
the Congu Rationalists? Would col this lx-
a straight forward plan ? Could the Bap.
lists honestly have a /..ct tfanJi, and y«t
shunt baptism in this style t Another

recommendation of the president, I heartily
endorse, and that is that attention should Ise
turned to the lax discipline of the present
day. making special allusion to the parlour
dance

An old teacher of mine in my young days
said, " Beware of worldly religionists—it is
the worst exhibition of vvorldliness ; " and 1
urge every teacher of a senior class in a
Lord's Day school to get some copies of a
pamphlet by Mr. C. II. Ellis, a Baptist
minister.—” Worldly Amusements in the
Church "—and distribute them amongst
their pupils.

But perhaps by this time you arc anxious
to know why the affairs of our neighbors
are so interesting to me. Well, "whatso­
ever things were written aforetime were
written for out learning;" again, “all scrip­
ture given by inspiration of God is profitable
for dodrinc, lor reproof, for correction, lor
instruction in righteousness." And in the
same way we may gather lessons of warning
and instruction from events passing around
us As the same evil that has brought
trouble to our Baptist friends is endeavour­
ing to get a fooling in our midst, it will be
wise lor us to watch against this insidious
foe. Departure from New Testament prin­
ciples doe. not necessarily bring popularity.
The church in Victoria that of late has
made the greatest progress is one whose
principal labourer is unpaid, anil who has
resolutely set his face against innovations.
There is great necessity lor watchfulness,
A Baptist and a Congrcgationalist were
lately invited to speak from the platform
of one of our churches In an adjoining
colony. Why this anxiety to court popu­
larity? It was not so in days gone by.
Another church has invited a brother to
preach for them, who was formerly with us,
but who has been pradivlng the American
progressionist abominations. The question
you put to a similar brother should be put
him. Has he changed ? If not, is he to
be paid to disseminate open communion
amongst us? Whither are we drifting?

Ballarat. »•

extortionate usury.
Di.au Emiou,—On looking over some

back numbers of A C S . I noticed under
the heading of •• Editorial Notes," a para­
graph on the above, showing how a simple-
minded stranger had been fleeced to the
tuneof 1800 per cent, and that the detectives
were after the robber. 1 hope he has been
caught and dealt with. In your opening
remarks you „y •• Whatever views may be

, ’ regarding charging ncJajte rater of
nur< 1 for borrowed money, there will only

one opinion in regard to tHatunJlr
u-ury, Nov. | conft., j am |n a
1 have tried |urd to t|[lC0vcr whcfc „
intrmt and n/uriicna/.- iatnnt begins It is
evident all arc nut of opinion that even iboo
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per cent is extortionate, and (eel pretty sure
the black-mailer in this ease is not one to
believe it. And there are hundreds of thou­
sands like him who never did an honest
hours work in their lives and yet they
"flourish like a green bay tree." I have
consulted both Old and New Testaments
to find the line of demarcation between ex­
tortionate and moderate interest. 1 con­
sulted Moses, the Prophets, the" Nazarenc"
and also His apostles, but not a trace can I
find of the imaginary line. It may be that
the fault is mine. However, up to the pre­
sent. I am satisfied that neither Moses, the
Prophets, nor Christ, nor his apostles knew
anything about it. Will anyone point out
by what law of humanity, morality or
Christianity interest is justifiable al all. 1
have come to the conclusion that neither
upon humane, moral or Christian grounds
can the practice of usury be defended. Of
course I may be wrong, and am therefore
open to correction. Meanwhile, according to
the light that is in me, I think I am right.

Yours fraternally,
Sydney. Alex. Hutchinson.

Church News.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Mr. Archibald Smith, who came over from
Vittoria between one and two years ago to
labour in conncilion with the church nt
Glenelg, has accepted an invitation from a
church in George-st , Stepney. The people
are usually known as the Christian Brethren.
and the pre-millcnl.nl advent of the Saviour
Is a prominent article In their faith and
durtrine.

There arc significant, and rather loud.
rumours alxiut the coming of Mr Collxmrne
from N.S.W. to take up the work at Glenelg,
but we have not confirmation of any definite
arrangement.

Mr. P. A Dickson left S A for Virtoria
oa Dee. 9th. We were very pleased to re­
new his acquaintance and listen to his voice
from the platform. A preacher finds it
rather difficult while going for a holiday to
get rest front public exercises evidently.

Mr. G D Nesi writes a very encouraging
letter from Mallala. On Dec. Sth two
joung men were baptised in the morning,
and, together with two other young men
and two young women previously immerred,
were given the right hand of fellowship in
token of their welcome into the church
1 he members are greatly pleased at this
addition to their numbers. Ab usual it has
excited much comment among the people
in the district and enquiry about the Lord's
ordinance. And as usual the minister in the
district has been aroused to the endeavour
to persuade the people not to accept the 

express and implied teaching of the New
Testament upon it. He is announced to
give an address to prove from history that
for three centuries after Christ pouring was
baptism. How strange it is there should be
such ministerial objection to the scriptural
administration of this beautiful symbolic
ordinance. The church at Mallala Is work­
ing well with Bed. D'Nesi, and in spite of
the severe weather the meetings have been
well attended. He intends staying one. and
perhaps two more Sundays with them.

On Dee 10th at 7.30 in the Grote-strcct
chapel, the annual distribution of prizes
took place in connection with the S.S.U. of
Churches of Christ in S A. The President.
Dr. J. C. Vcrco, was in the chair. There
was a large attendance both of children and
seniors. A part song was nicely rendered
by the school at Unlcy. and another by that
at York. The four examiners--Messrs.
Gore, Dickson, Ennis, and the Chairman —
made a few remarks, giving some practical
hints to intending competitors for next year
and to their teachers. The distribution of
certificates and prizes was highly applauded.
In fad seme of the youthful enthusiasts
found their hands quite red from acclama­
tion. The prize list has already been pub­
lished.

Mallala.— It is our pleasing duty to Iw
able to report the addition of one to the
church since our last report, by obedience
to the Lord. On Lord's day the t~th, a
young man was immersed into the all ador­
able name, and on the last Lord's day. the
24th Instant, we gave Io him the right hand
of fellowship. May he prove faithful unto
death.

We arc exporting great things here yet. as
the people arc searching the scriptures to
see whether we speak the truth or not. We
are nut afraid of the issue. Bro. D'Nesi
is spending some three or four lords’ days
with us. May his work not be in vain in
the I_ord. The people listen eagerly to the
truth as spoken both by him and our local
brethren. Our meeting house is nearly
filled every lord's day evening by attentive
listeners B. M.

Natan Adllaiui: —On December the
tst two women were immersed al Kermode-
strcct, who had confessed Christ at Pros-
pert. We hope to sec others of the same
family manifesting their loyal obedience to
the Saviour in the same way. A man was
to have been baptised on the evening Mr P
A Dickson was preaching, but during the
discourse he teemed very ill. andon enquiry,
we found that lie was beginning to develop
erysipelas of the lace, and so adv I cd defci
ring the immersion.* He has been confined
to his bed for a week, but it recoveries
ajdn. »nd »' uJf “ ' JJ> dt> "•
..111 be bapli c I ini'. ClilUl u *• lhe lira
nme In all eur lh»> .Hell • dr

cumstancc has occurred. As Chrismas Day
and New Year's Day fall on Wednesday, it
has been decided to hold the pray er meet­
ing on Thursday the 26th, and on Tuesday
the jtsl. On the latter date there will also
be a watch-night service, beginning about
11. Arrangements will be made for those
who arc able to spend the intervening two
hours and a half in social Intcrcoursi', so
that opjiortunity may be given for talking
with one anotheralxiut anything interesting
and profitable Members and friends going
or coming as they arc able to spare the
time.

11 indm ARsn—There has been one addition
since last writing, Alfred Simms from the
Sunday School.

Wednesday evening was devoted to the
I*,M. Society; it was a combined meeting
between the Endeavour and Foreign Mis­
sionary Societies. It was of a social char­
acter. interspersed with singing and refresh­
ments. and was the best of its kind ever
held.

Some most encouraging letters received
from Poona were read, one from thediredor,
Mr. I'. C. Reeve, and two from Bro. IL H
Straiten.

Bro Strutten, after acknowledging the
Bible sent out and thanking all concerned
said "Truly the I-orJ has been doing ex­
ceeding abundantly above what I have asked
or thought in mure ways than one The
Bible arrived on one of our prayer day,, the
third we have had since we arrived, so I had
another note of praise to put alongside the
many for that day. Our days of prayer ate
for all missionaries and workers in Poona,
and are attended by upwards of 100 people.
On the last occasion much blessing was tes­
tified to. . . . the day did not seem long
enough for the blessed exercise, so we had an
after meeting amongst the soldiers, ....
many of whom determined henceforth for
more zeal in His service. The result has
Ix-cn very manifest since. During the last
week over a Je-in soldiers confessed Christ.
There were t-.j al Kirkec also, at another
meeting held by two of us; and then on our
return to Poona for our gospel meeting at
K 30 p tn , thrtf more. Is not this enough to
cause one to praise the Lord ’ especially as
this has been going on (or sometime past, and
more to follow. These are but as the drop­
pings before the shower . . About 20 of
us bad a day's outing under canvas It was
mainly fur the purpeue of baptism, when
nier were buried with Christ in figure - seven
soldiers, one of our lads, and the Inspedor
t f the Police, and his wife. The place of
baptising was a grand picturesque spot at
the foot of a waterfall. And to the work
proceeds, and although we ate cautious
with respect thereto others ate waiting bap­
tism now ' <>ur brother urges prayer on
hi. age ..uat. and on b-h di ■ 1 tbe • 1
souls in India

millcnl.nl
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We would fain have given further ex­
tracts, but arc reminded of your space ; but
will, however, give just a line of Mr Reeve’s
testimony of Bro StruttonI am glad to
report that he continues to gives me great
joy by his consistent and happy Christian
life He has never given me a moment's
anxiety. He Is a plodder, and in little
things thorough. His health is now quite
good: and besides studying the language
he gives about three hours per day to the
oversight of the printing and the setting up
of the type. This gives him a change, and
is good for him and us. He is very full of |
joy. He said at a meeting the other day
that * he thought lie wav the most happy
person present, and if the Ix>rd continued
to pour in of His blessing the nest few
months as In the past since arrival In India,
he did not know how he could contain it '
This was rot said in any flippant way, for
tho;< of us who live with him can bear
testimony that this is so." And so, beloved
reader. "The workman is worthy of his
hire" If one soul h estimated to lie of
more value than the whole world, of what
value has been our brother's work already
In India? Shall he languish for lack of sup­
port ? He has gone forth to the work in
faith, trusting in Cod Will he fail ?

Dec. 4. AG.
------ O------

NEW SOUTH WALES.

Ennorl —Bro Watt preached his fare­
well sermon last lord's Pay evening and at
the close three indicated their desire to
follow Christ in His appointed way.

Since previous report our additions have
been, including the above three, ij by bap­
tism. 3 previously baptised, and : by letter.

Bro Watt addressed the church in the
morning, taking as his text 2 Cor. tj : 11
In the afternoon he addressed the Lord's
day school, and at the close Bro J, Kings­
bury presented Sister May Watt with a
teachers* Bible, ax a mark of esteem, by her
fellow teachers c A R

------ O------
VICTORIA.

Sova 11 Yaura - Again our anniversary has
come and gone With us the celebrations
combine both church and Sunday School
On Sunday afternoon, Dec 8th, Bro J
Cook gave an carncil address, especially to
the Lcholars In the evening Bro Hunts­
man preached to a large audience, a sermon
that ought to have produced decisions for
Jesus On Monday. Bro Clarey in the
chair, Brethren R G Cameron. I M Lud-
brook and Muston gave add res sc which it
it to be hoped will prixlucc good fruit, and
fur which wc earnestly thank them During
the year there have, singularly enough, been
Just 14 added to the church, tamo tn last
year. The increase being 17, the number

of members now being 6r, but there are 12
living In part isolation. The school has 57
on the roll, a gain of 2, though 45 have left
during the year. We feel much encouraged
by the practical sy mpathy in our work ex.
hibited by the churches around us, especially
I’rahran, Malvern and Murrumbecna, who
by their pretence and help made the meet­
ings a success

Dec. :6. D.A.L.

Br.xt>ic,o.--At the Bible reading on Wed­
nesday evening. Dec. nth. an illuminated
address, in album form, was presented by
the church to Bro G. Hinton as an expres­
sion of confidence and esteem, and of grati­
tude for faithful services as its secretary for
the past fifteen years. In returning thanks
Bro. Hinton said that although not the
oldest man in the church, yet he was its
oldest member now left. He also gave some
Interesting reminiscences of the first start­
ing and early days of the church in Bendigo
While greatly missed from the official posi­
tion he has filled so well, we have the
satisfaction of knowing that the heart of our
dear brother is as deeply interested in the
work as ever, and that he may at all times
be relied on as a faithful helper and adviser
in any lime of need.

W. W. Davey, Sec./to. frin.

Pakeniiam —Bro. W Cavanagh preached
to a full chapel on Lord's day evening, 15th,
a most powerful, simple, scriptural sermon
from Matt. 16 : 16, 17. Three came for­
ward and confessed Christ, and were Im­
mersed into the blessed name of the Father,
Son, and Holy Spirit. The three were an
aged father, mother, and daughter, all of
one family This has cheered the church
greatly There were many strangers nt the
meeting, and such a large and attentive
congregation has seldom attended. Bro. C
is doing his work splendidly, visiting all the
houses in the district, daily explaining the
plan of salvation, and extending warm invi­
tations to the services. Bro. C.'s visit is
cheering and refreshing the brethren very
much. Plenty of tracts being circulated.
May God shower down more blessings upon
us Chas. E Hi ichixsox.

------ O------ -
NEW ZEALAND.

I’.vercauuill —Since last report wc arc
having a welcome visit of Bro Way. Al­
ready he has been tin- means of adding (our
to the church here—three by faith obedi­
ence and one restored io fellowship. Many
others have been left without excuse if they
neglect so great a salvation as our brother
has plainly and very forcibly placed before
them.

’I he inclemency of the weather lias inter­
fered with the m< dings somewhat, but these
who made an cflorl to attend have been
repaid by the able and ii’ .trurihc nddrciics

Wc pray our brother may turn many more
from darkness into light, even though his
stay with us will not be long.

Dec. 8 R. Bell.

Petoxe.—Since our last report Bro. R.
Wright has settled down to the work in
earnest after a six months’ rest.

Four have made the good confession and
put on the Lord in His own appointed way,
and received into the church We have
also received one by letter from Wanganui.
a good worker in the cause . also one previ­
ously baptised, making an addition to the
church of six

Nov 2t. C How. Sec

Wellington.—Wc have to report two
additions to the church since last report,
both by the obedience of faith and baptism.

Bro. A. F. Turner is still labouring in
Nelson, and the services in Wellington are
being taken by various brethren.

On the 28th ult , a tea-meeting look place
in the chapel, when we had the pleasure of
Bren. Turner and Clapham's company, the
latter being tn route for Sydney. At the
after meeting the question of " Home Mis­
sionary Work" was discussed. Circulars
had been sent out to churches and isolated
brethren proposing a scheme for co-operation
for the "Middle District of N.Z.," with the
result that the replies were almost unani­
mously in favour of the plan It is intended
to put the matter into working shape, and Io
invito a conference of delegates about next
Easter.

An old veteran in the faith has fallen as­
leep in Jesus, I refer to our Bro. James
Buttars, better known in the Otago district
in the South Island. An obituary notice
will appear next issue. Jons A. SlIKNNAX.

OUR BUDGET.

-------- :o:---------

HOME MISSION SUNDAY!

VICTORIAN CHURCHES II

ANNUAL COLLECTIONS! 11
LORD'S DAY. JANUARY Btii I! 11

Wc regret to notice that the Vi&orian
Mission bunds are still very much In arrears.
It Is to be hoped all the Victorian churches
will unite in making our annual collection
on the first laird's day in January a great
success, so that, if at all po.vible, the arrears
(Z,35) may be entirely liquidated.

Brethren Utile, Browne and Dagger re­
port 59 additions since last Conference—51
by faith and baptism. 5 by restoration, and
j formerly immersed.

Him who tells us the truth, wc ought to
count for our true and best friend.

The Son of God Is the pith and kernel of
oil revelation to be wished for in the heart.
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Mr. D L Moody made some stir in his
recent mission in Texas by tearing down
the rail which separated the colored people
from the white in the hall used for meetings.

One hundred and forty missionaries arc
about to leave England for the foreign field,
under the auspices of the Church Mission­
ary Society Nine ladies appointed for
China arc held back for the present.

Several articles in type, but crowded out.
Will give them space as early as possible.

Our Hindmarsh correspondent (see SA.
Church News) gives a movt interesting ac­
count of the work in India.

Through some oversight Bro. Burford's
portrait has not come to hand, consequently
it docs not appear in this issue.

Bro. J. Pittman has gone to Glenelg.
SA., fora few months. He left Melbourne
on Thursday last

Bro. A. M. Ludbrook has been delivering
limelight ledurcs on America and New-
Zealand recently at Brighton

Bro. P. A. Dickson, after a pleasant stay-
in Adelaide, has returned to Melbourne, and
leaves this week-end for Brisbane.

A tea and public meeting was held at
North Fitzroy last Tuesday evening. A
good attendance and a happy time.

Bro. T. J. Bull is settling down to work
nicely at Auckland and is much liked. We
hear of several additions to the church there.

The secretary of the Dawson-st. church,
Ballarat, is now Bro. T. H. Vanston, 62 As-
cot-sl., Ballarat, the Bro A E. Litburnc,
resigned.

Bro D'Nesi of South Australia seems to
be doing a good work Since report from
Adelaide in present Issue we hear of four
more baptisms.

Bro. Colbournc of Sydney, has been asked
to undertake the work at Glenelg, S A , and
wc understand he has accepted. He will
not leave Sydney for a few- month;.

Wc arc pleased to hear that about six or
seven brethren are meeting for worship in
the house of Bro. Clarke, at Denniston,
New Zealand.

A Young Men's Improvement Class has
just been started in connection with the
church at Prahran President, Bro R. G
Cameron; secretary, W H. Lacey

Bro. and Sister Percy Pittman sail fur
London by the s s Orizaba ” next Satur­
day (stat inst). The steamer leaves the
Port Melbourne Pier at one o'clock.

In 1H30 there were 20 Churches of Christ
in the State of Missouri: now there are

During the last to years the mem­
bership has increased from 5(1.000 to 136.000

Wc learn from Monday's zf.fr that Miss
Pittman, at the Melbourne Town Hall, on
Saturday, again carried off the prize fur
a'ghr-singing.

The complete abolition of slavery in
Egypt has been provided for by a conven­
tion just signed between that country and
Great Britain.

There is a church which cost eight hun­
dred thousand pounds. Of that sum two
hundred thousand pounds was for gold used
in plating the dome.

On a recent visit of Bro. G. IL Browne to
Maidavale (about 12 mile, beyond Hope-
toun), twelve “ broke bread." They have
now commenced a Sunday school at that
place.

We arc sorry to hear that Bro. Nimmo,
of Edinboro', who visited the colonies four
or five years ago and is known to many of
the churches, is still in feeble health and
confined to his house.

Prom Pctonc, N.Z., we hear that Bro. C I
How has been presented with a silver- !
mounted baton by the member, of the
choir. Bro. How has been leader of the i
choir for the past three years.

We extend hearty congratulations to our
Bro. Dr James Cook (of Bendigo) and Sister
Bessie Wilson (of Fitzroy) upon the occa­
sion of their nuptials. They were united
by Bro. Maston yesterday. May their lives
be happy and useful

The income from all missionary- societies I
of the world 'is about 14.000.000 dollars a
year. The American Congress recently (
approved of an expenditure of 14,040.000 I
dollars for three battle ships and twelve |
torpedoes.

We arc sorry to have to record the death of I
Bro. John McIlroy, of the church at North |
Melbourne, lie was one of the oldest
members in that church, and for many
years has been one of its most consistent
supporters. A good and true man has gone
to his reward

A whole village of well-to-do Italians,
speaking English with an accent, is one of
the most astonishing things that Italy offers
to the tourist. They arc retired organ-
grinders, who have acquired comfortable
fortunes in Great Britain, and have gone
back to their native land to live in affluence

Bro. C G Lawson arrived in Melbourne
per sh. "Oroya" last Thursday, after an
absence of eight months. He had rather a
rough time in the Bight, as a sudden lurch
of the vessel threw him heavily, and be still
feels the effefls of the fall He seems to
have had a grand time in the old country,
and speaks very highly of the brethren there

Dr. | If- Vincent of America, is trying to
rai^r a fund of for the building, at
Chautauqua, of a hall, to be known a. the
Hall of Christ, where the life cf Christ can
be taught and studied There Is to bo a
library composed, exclusively of ./
Chiu/, and an art gallery solely fur paintin-s
and engravings of scenes in the life of
Chri.l

Wc hear cf good meetings at Bendigo
Two baptisms last Lord s day evening
Bro. Hinton, after being secretary of the
church for 15 years, has resigned. He was
presented with a beautifully bound illumin­
ated addreis. His successor is Bro. Walter
Brockway, Balmoral-strect. West. The
Bible class (conduced by Dr. Cook), has an
average attendance of 30

Over twenty million copies of Gospel
Hymns have been sold, says the Chicago
,-fJuii.z Mr. Moody receives twenty [xrr
cent, of all receipts, and his share has been
1,250,000 dols. already. With this money
he sustains much of his school work. He
has a board of trustees who receive and
disburse all the money. Gospel Hymns
No. 1 is still the best teller.

Boring for coal under the direction of a
"spirit medium" is one of the latest de­
velopments of that particular craze. The
scene of operations was the St Hilda Bluff,
and the diamond drill Ind gone down a
depth of j.500 feet-but no coal. A deluded
lady has advanced most of the money, over
/■j.ooo. and now the company is to go into
liquidation. The credulity of some people
is truly marvellous

" Arc wc as a people on the right basis ?"
is the title of a pamphlet written by Bro. E
11 I’. Edwards He contends that in apos­
tolic times there was only one church in a
city, though there were many congregations.
In this contention he is, in our opinion, sup­
ported by evidence of an inductive character,
which goes far to sustain what he says, but
there is. of course, something to be said on
the other side. We cannot, however, sec
that the adoption of the system he advo­
cates world result in "a conquered world
for Christ."

In connection with the United Endeavor
Picnic on Boxing Day. to lx.- held in " Pope's
paddock.” Box Hill, about ten minutes*
walk from the station, going toward Black­
burn We arc asked to inform the friends
that special carriages will be reserved by
the to o'clock train from /'riairs BriJ'i and
8 o'clock return from Box Hill Those under
16 may travel half fare. Boiling water may
be obtained free, and milk will be on sale.
The committee hope to wc a large number
of friend* and brethren present

As an instance of " Perfected Praise." the
'. Iloy:r mention* that some boys were

asked to define " Editor " " Au editor is a
man who handles ward-, said 0:1c "An
editor mokes his living out of the English
language," said another. "An editor." ex­
plained a third, "is a man who has the In­
dustry of the beaver, the inatinfl of a bee.
and the patience of the an. ' while a fourth
remarked, "An editor is someone who d*»
not do anything himxlf, and when tnebody
clx: docs, goes and tell» other people all
about it."

zf.fr
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The fountain of grace will nev er bedrained,
but h and remains Inexhaustible, so that of
its fulness we receive grace for grace.

Rallies and lotteries at church bazaars
and fancy fair, sap the Soulhirn Ctoti, arc
now forbidden tn Queensland. The Legis­
lative Council, when dealing with the bill
against gambling (race sweeps, Ac.), carried
things to their logical conclusion, and ex.
tended clause 14 to rallies and lotteries got
for eleemosynary or charitable purposes.
In the Legislative Assembly there were
many angry protests against this "over
legislation." but to save the bill (which
was only carried by one or two votes
through the Council) it was decided to let
the amendment pass.

Says the Ixndon ll.t/ittlA little girl
had been rummaging in her mother's trunk.
There she found a ' church letter ’ which her
mother hadnegledcd topresent to thecherch
Into whose neighbourhood she had moved.
The little explorer rushed into her mother’s
presence shouting, • Oh, mamma, 1 have
found your religion in your trunk !' There
is a needle like point in that story for a
great many people. With far too many the
neglected church letter comes to be about
the only part of the old church life remain­
ing. But surely a trunk is a |>oor, dark,
mothy place lor one’s religion .'

It is already known (says the Daily
that with the issue next month of the
Apocryphal Books, the publication of the
revised version of the Scriptures will be
completed The Revisers have been en
gaged on the Apocrypha since 1881. It was
on the 171I1 May of that year the Revised
Version of the New Tactament was issued.
1 he version of the Old Testament appeared
on the 19th of May, 1885. The history of
the entire undertaking covers, or will cover
next month, between twenty-five and twenty*
r.lx years, for it was in June, 1870, that the
Company entrusted with the Iran .latiun of
the New Testament began its labours.

LOVED ONES (JONE DEFORE.

WORDEN,—(Jn the 27th of November,
our young Bro. Parker Worden passed away
from the church on earth to join the church
triumphant. A young man of great promise
In regard to church work ; fur a young con­
vert we never knew his equal. On Lord's
day, Feb. loth uf the present year lie was
immersed In the Christian Chapel, Mallala,
since which time he has been thoroughly in
earnest for bls Masters work: one who
continually hungered and thirsted for a
greater knowledge of the Scriptures. The
Book uai his almost constant companion.
Thus ho was gradually fitting himself as a
worker logo forth into the li» Id ur.d tel! the
good new3 to others, while we who were inti'
mate with him were looking forward to the 

time when we should welcome a young.
strong and vigorous worker as a fellow­
laborer with us. Bnt the Father willed
otherwise. At the early age of 19 years he
fell a victim to the influenza scourge, and
complications arising therefrom. Au aged
mother mourns the loss of her youngest
born. A bright and joyous life—he lived
to try and comfort and cheer. Sis Worden
has been called upon to pass through very-
great bereavements, as only on the Friday-
previous, her youngest daughter Sis. C.
Howards mortal remains were laid in their
last resting place, while there are others of
the family at time of writing hovering be­
tween life and death. Our carnet prayer is
that she may be spared further sorrow- from
such a cause as the foregoing. She has one
gnat comfort which she is not slow- to lay-
hold of. She knows that it is but for a time
They all sleep, the father, three sons and a
daughter, in sure and certain hope of a
glorious resurrection. We commend her
and all hers to our one Father and God
of all comfort B. Marshman.

KING.—On the 30th October our Bro.
Daniel King wav called to rest at the age of
79. For twelve years he had been a faithful
member of the church at South Melbourne
and a regular attendant at the Lord’s table,
except when bodily infirmity consequent
upon old age prevented him During his
last Illness of several months’ duration he
was frequently visited by various brethren,
to whom he alway s gave a pleasant welcome
and expressed at all time his strong faith
In God's promises and the certainty he had
for the future The evening before he died
it npjxrared to those who visited him that
as his bodily power became weaker his
faith became stronger. On the rst inst. we
laid his body In the tomb, Brother Pittman
conducting the services Our sympathies
are with those relations he lias left behind,
especially bis daughter, with whom he
lived, and we pray that our brother's strong
faith may be an incentive to all to so live
the prc;cnt life that the hope of reunion
between those left behind and those who
have gone before may be built on that only-
sure foundation—Jesus Christ. C U.M.

LEE -During the present year thcchurch
at Nth. Richmond has had removed from
its midst two old and valued members In
June last our esteemed Bro. Broadfoot was
called suddenly home; and we have to record
the death of cur aged Bro. William Fester
Ixc. which took place on Friday night, Nov
tyth. Our brother, who was over Co, had
been a great sufferer from asthma for 11 long
time, but was never heard to complain
Bro Ixc had been a Methodist for over zo
yean., being at one time;a local preacher
and Sunday school superintendent. During
last January he paid a vi it to hl. aged
mother, who |» ui|| ai.j a ntemberef
the Queiustuun church, South Australia.

Whilst there he met with Dr. Vcrcoand his
brother, John Vcrco, fror^vvhom he learned
the way of the Lord more perfectly. On
returning from South Australia Bro. Ixc
at once came to North Richmond, but did

i not meet with us more than three times, as
' his health would not permit. However, we

met with hitn, and those of us who had the
pleasure of doing so hail our faith strength
cncd. On the Sunday before his death we
met aud broke the loaf, and never will that
half-hour.be forgotten by any of us. A de­
voted follower of the meek and lowly |csus,
a loving husband—his works do follow him.
On Lord s day, Nov. 17th, we laid the mortal
remains to rest, in the sure and certain hope
of the resurrection. N.
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