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Current Topics.
---------o--------

11 RIST & THE CRITICS.
Sir Wm. Dawson, the emin­
ent scientist, in a lecture to

young men says: “I have read
recently, I confess with feelings of
contempt, discussions respecting the
supposed limitations of the knowledge
of Jesus Christ. Did he know thedata
of our modern criticism ? Was he
acquainted with the discoveries of
modern science ? The lly that
alights on my hand might as well
attempt to understand the thoughts
passing through my mind,as criticism
to guage in this way the mind of
Christ. To me, as a student of fifty
years—of nature, of man, and of the
Bible—such discussions seem most
frivolous, since our Lord's knowledge
as we have it in His own reported
discourses, is altogether above and
beyond our science and philosophy;
transcending them as much as the
vision of an astronomer, armed with
one of the great telescopes of our
time, transcends the unaided vision
of a gnat. Christ views things from
a standpoint of His own, and through
a different medium from the at­
mosphere of this world. His diffi­
culty appears to be to convey
hcav enly thoughts to us through the
imperfect language in which we
speak of earthly thoughts.

rri: \\ enly thoughts.--
Continuing, Sir William Daw­
son say-.: 1 am indebted to a

great English preacher for an illustra­
tion upon this point, from Christ's
teaching as to ‘ life.’ How that little
word Zoe, animal life, about the very
existence of which, as an energy in
nature, superficial thinkersarc wrang-
ing in our time, grows before us in His
teaching, and becomes a great and
heavenly power! To Him it is not
merely animated existence, but con-

1 scions happy existence. It is not a
series of functions terminated by
death, but an eternal power. He
tells us that to know God, and Jesus

I Christ whom he has sent, is eternal
life; that His words are spirit and
life; that it is life to cat His flesh

I and to drink His blood; that He is
the resurrection ami the life, that
whosoever belicveth in Him shall
never die; that He can lay down

I His life and take it again; that the
bread of life and the water of life

' came down from heaven.

fJSjIFE.—This line of thought is
rn still continued:—“He evid­

ently thought of life, not
merely from the side of earth, but
from that of heaven and immortality,

land His thought cannot be meas­
ured by our ideas. It depends on
fads hidden from us who are of the
earth earthly, but plain to Him, and
intelligible to us only when our
minds arc opened to comprehend it,
though in many respects it passeth ’
knowledge. To Him the mere ac-
er-, ories of life, all of it that unen­
lightened mortal eyes see, are tem­
porary im ideals, and the thing it If 

is greater than all that we can have
without it, or lose in obtaining it.
To Him, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob
were living in the lime of Moses,
still live, and will ever live—for all
live unto God. To Him, His friend
Lazarus, laid in the tomb, only
“sleepeth." It is the unbelieving
crowd who stand around his grave
that are really dead. In making
this immortal life fully known to us,
Jesus gives us that which has
animated saints and martyrs, that
which ever grows on the thought
and feeling of the greatest and wisest,
and which shines into the minds
of the humblest and most ignorant;
that which, while it throws a new
lustre on the lowest duties ami in­
terests, raises us far above the high­
est ambitions and worldly vanities."

J^HE NEW WOMAN.—Annie
V/ Swan is probably the most

popular authoress in the world
at the present time. She is a high
souled woman, and her books exert
a great influence for good. The
“ Woman at Home" is the title of
a magazine edited by her, in which
she takes great interest in matters
concerning her sex. She is out­
spoken on the new development in
regard .to woman’s work and place
in the world. In the last issue she
says:—“A number of letters from
abroad are on my table. These 1
am always pleased to receive. Some­
times one gets a fresh stimulus hum
over as well as a ghmp-.e of how
our i-isti rti live in other lands." In
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reply to one of these letters she says:
‘•Aurora, Australia, writes from N.
South Wales: “ I am much pleased
to sec that women are receiving such
a large share of your attention, and
so many good women are now taking
up the large questions afleding their
sex that we may reasonably expect
to sec woman raised morally and
socially to the sphere for which she
was intended. To know that such
work is needed, we have only to cast
our eyes upon our large cities, and
see how many of our sex have be­
come social outcasts, but who would
rise again were a friendly hand ex­
tended to them. This must be done
by women, for if it is not the aim of
man to keep woman in the back­
ground he certainly does not offer
much for her advancement. From
the earliest times he has succeeded
in keeping her in fetters, and when­
ever he sees her coming to the front,
it seems to be his particular aim to
stay her powers." It is such sweeping
assertions which injure the goodcause
we all have at heart. “ Aurora " has
got hold of a popular idea, and
accepts it unchallenged. My own
experience and belief is that men,
especially those whose opinion and
co-operation are worth having, are
just as anxious as we are for the
advancement of women, within ad­
visable limits. I say this deliber­
ately for my experience of life has
not yet given me occasion to change
my long cherished opinion that
women cannot compete with men.
Some things they can do better,
some sphere of public life they adorn,
but in the main their highest and
most permanent success is achieved
in the by-ways of life which men do
not seek to usurp. And though I
may lay myself open to misappre-
sion, I cannot refrain from saying
that the serious inroads which femi­
nine labor is making upon the em­
ployments of men is becoming a
question demanding attention. It
is neatly as serious as was the
American problem of Chinese cheap
labor a few years ago; and it is
becoming a question, not what shall
we do with our daughh r ■, but what

shall we do with our sons ? A great
many considerations have to be
weighed before giving vent to
wholesale indictment of the opposite
sex, and in common with some other
just-minded if old'fashioned persons,
I begin to think it is time that some­
body put in a plea that man may be
allowed to live and move and have
his being in peace in our midst.
These straight words do not forbid
my sympathy with some of the notes
struck by my correspondent’s letter.
Especially do I agree with her that
we have too little sympathy as
women with our outcast sisters.
This is a geat question, however,
which the pile of unanswered letters
beside me forbids me touching on
in this number. I hope to return to
it another day.”
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LANGUAGE MOULDING.
--------o--------

history of language is one
VPj of the most interesting that

can engage the attention of
thoughtful men and women, and
although it is impossible to deal
with the question at any length in
a brief article, still there are striking
features that may be touched upon

' with some degree of profit. The
most noticeable characteristic in its

history is the various changes which
it undergoes in the course of centur­
ies. For instance, there is a marked
distinction between the English of
the time of Chaucer and that of the
present day. It is wearisome work
attempting to read his Canterbury
Talcs as they were originally written,
and some words are quite unintelligi­
ble to the ordinary reader. The process
of change in the English language
can be seen at the present time, in
the dropping of unnecessary letters
in a multitude of words by our
American cousins, whose example
we are gradually but surely imi­
tating.

Next to our own language that
which possesses the most interest for
the Bible student is the Greek, the
language in which the New Testa­
ment was written. It is what is
called a dead language, having long
ceased to be used as an every day
means of intercourse. No changes
occurred in it after the days of the
apostles—it became fixed, and con­
sequently the Greek we have to-day
is the same as that which the apostles
wrote. Had it remained a living lang­
uage, many radical changes would
have occurred in it, and the difficulty
in interpretation or fixing the thought
of the past would have been en­
hanced. On account of its connec­
tion with the sacred writings, we
have more than ordinary interest in
tracing its history, more especially
in connection with certain words
which became prominent in New
Testament times.

Our deepest interest is evoked
when we come to regard the process
of language moulding going on in
apostolic days. Indeed, so import­
ant is this aspect of the question,
that unless it is properly understood
and appreciated, there is a danger of
missing the force and meaning of
many apostolic phrases. By langu­
age moulding we mean the change
which a word undergoes, when it
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not only used in a general sense, but
is also employed to indicate some
particular idea or thing. In order
to be more explicit we will examine
some of these words. The word
oiloti originally meant, to pass or to
pass away; later, a way in which one
travels; a journey ; a manner of life.
In apostolic usage it becomes, a way
or manner of religion, and hence
“ the way " stands for the religion of
Christ. “And about that time there
arose no small stir concerning the IPiiy"
(Adis 19: 23, r.v.),and although there
is nothing in the immediate context
to indicate what is meant by “ the
way," we have no difficulty in
understanding the phraseology. In
this way an ordinary word, with the
help of the definite article, is made
to stand for the grandest system of
religion the world has ever known.
Again the word ononta signifies,
“ name," originally meaning “ to
help," because “ a name helps us
to know a thing." Il was also used
to signify fame or reputation (Mark
6: 14), and as implying dignity or
authority (Eph. 1:21; Phil. 2 : 9).
In apostolic usage it becomes a sub­
stitute or representative of a person,
viz., the Lord Jesus Christ. “ Be­
cause that for the sake of the Name
they went forth, etc." (3 John 7).
The word kjinonias affords a very
striking instance. The root word is
kcr.cs, and is derived from a Hebrew
word signifying “to collect," “gather
together." It came to mean “ com­
mon or belonging to several," shading
off into, a participation; a com­
munion, fellowship, society ; and in
New Testament times was sometimes
used in a technical sense as applying
to almsgiving. Hence in Rom. 15:
26 we read of a certain Leiiwnias for
the poor saints of Jerusalem. It
iu generally translated fellowship or
communion, and the nature of the
fellowship is indicated by the words
which follow, as, “ the fellowship of
the Holy Spirit." In Acts J : 42 j 

there arc no qualifying words; it
simply stands as “the fellowship,”
from which circumstance it is evi­
dent that the phrase was used in a
technical sense, and what that sense
was may be gathered from other
portions of Scripture where the
words “ the fellowship" are found
and their meaning is only shown
by the general context, as in
2 Cor. 9:13; 1 Tim. 6:18. If the
words “ the fellowship" had not
acquired a specific or technical and
well understood meaning in refer­
ence to money contributions, the
language of Paul when he speaks of
the liberality of “ the fellowship," “ a
certain fellowship,"and being “ready
for the fellowship," would be quite
incapable of satisfactory explanation.
Of course it is understood that the
general use of the word fellowship
was in vogue as well. Indeed, Paul
closes the epistle in which he speaks
of the “ liberality of the fellowship "
with the well-known benediction,'
“ The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ,
and the love of God, and the fellow­
ship of the Holy Spirit be with you
all."

“ The breaking of bread " is
another instance of words with
ordinary and every day significa­
tion, being applied to a religious
institution or ordinance, and thus
taking on, so to speak, a technical
meaning. Wc come across the first
reference to this in Acts 2: 42,
“ Moreover, they were firmly adher­
ing to the teaching of the apostles
and to the fellowship, to the breaking
of the loaf and to the prayers"
(Rotherham's translation). The
Lord's supper was thus first known
as “ the breaking of the bread or

| loaf," and so we read in Acts 20: 7,
“And upon the first day of the week
when we were come together to break
bread."

President C. L. Loos, in an article
on New Testament Greek, says:—
•• But by far the most important
class is the last that embraces the

words that have been affected, in a
special manner, by the new religious
Christian ideas and institutions,
what might be called * the religious
technical terms of the Christian
System'—in other words, the dis-
timtively ‘ Christian diction.’ ....
Wc shall instance," he continues,
“ a few prominent examples to illus­
trate the true state of the case with
regard to this class of words.

“Pisteiuin is a word familiar in
profane Greek, in the sense of ‘ to
have confidence in,' * to rely upon,'
or ‘ to believe a thing to be true.'
In the New Testament, however,
where all these classical forms of
expression and meanings are found,
there is the additional idea, known
only there, of ‘ believing in, or into,
or upon,' indicative of the relation
into which our faith brings us spirit­
ually to God and Christ—a relation
unknown to profane Greek literature.
So also the absolute use of fistenein,
pregnant with all that, this believing,
signifies in the Christian system.
Hence this absolute use in the form
ci fistetwiiles, to denote ‘the believers,’
an expression that Plato could never
have understood in its true sense.
And so also the noun fistis ‘ faith,’
and e fistis ‘the faith’: the latter in
its several meanings — technically,
Christian faith in God and Christ;
objectively, the Christian system or
doctrine, the Gospel in its widest

' meaning."
Many other instances might be

given similar in kind to the above,
but those cited sufficiently indicate

1 the line of thought wc desire to
i present to our readers. It will be
! observed in all these things, how the
simplicity characteristic of the early
chuich is maintained throughout.
There is no seeking after high
sounding phrases for Christian
thought and action, but as our
Saviour in Hu*  teaching drew Hi.
lessons from the simple obji.lsly
which He was . nrruun k J, sum like
manner His ap;> tk > d alt with the
nomenclature of the church.
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Editorial Notes.
Lord's Day Readings.—Wc have de­

cided to discontinue these readings for the
present, mainly because wc find they reach
the other colonies too late to be ol much
practical benefit. If, however, ottr readers
express any fairly strong desire to have
them renewed, wc may reconsider our
decision.

Expunge or Dodge.—Mr. Mai) on in
the Southern Hattist. speaking on the Chris­
tian Church, says ; ” Not a few of Iter wise
theological sons arc most averse to inquire
how God has revealed Himself: they evid­
ently prefer Io imagine how God ought to
have revealed Himself, and worship th.it.
The naiur ofiuuJi appears to lie this. They
come to their sacred Book, but if they find
an) thing therein that doesn't answer their
preconceived notions they expunge it.” No
doubt this is true with some, but our ob­
servation goc*  to show that in most cases
they have not the courage to expunge it,
they dodge round it.

Woinnn'a Position and Plnco.— In
discussing any question it is always well to
gu t hold of fidts. Some of these have lately
tome to light in regard to woman's position
and place in the Roman Empire. Professor
Donald on, for Instance, says.—"At the
time Christianity dawned on the world,
women had attained, as wc have seen in our
article J on Roman women, great freedom,
jnW'cr and influence in the Roman Empire
Tradition was in favor of restriction, but by
n concurrence of circumstances women had
been liberated from the enslaving fetters of
the old legal forms, and they enjoyed free­
dom of intercourse in society ; they walled
and drove in the public thoroughfare with
veils that did not conceal their faces; they
dined in the company of men, they studied
literature and philosophy ; they took part in
|xditical movements; they were allowed to
defend their own law cases if they hied,
and they licljxcxl their husbands in the
government of provinces and the writing of
books.**  These things being bo, the advo­
cate. of women taking public positions in
the church will have io revise their argu­
ments in regard to Paul's reasons for
prohibiting them It is a pity to upset all
the elaborate r« asoning of the past, but it Is
Ixttcr to have the truth known, so that a
fresh start can be made.

The Future of the Jcwtj in regard to 

lethargical sleep a great and certain re­
awakening is taking place among the Jews
The Jtuilh Werl J pronounce*  it to be
• nothing short of the miraculous.' Zion is
once more becoming the centre of Israel's
hopes and aspirations Unity is rapidly-
becoming the watchword and hope of many­
parties hitherto widely estranged, and under
the flag of Zion, ' Orthodox, Reformer, or
Agnostic, Sephardi, Pole and German,'
have sunk their differences and are coalescing
in the noble enterprise. Many eyes arc ,
eagerly turned Palest inc-ward. Industrial
committees are being formed in numerous ■
parts, and already olive oil. soap making, j
silk weaving and pleasant and refreshing i
wines are enumerated among the sure ,
sources of future wealth Hebrew, so long
regarded in the light of a dead language, is
again taking its place as a living tongue, j
while the new railways cannot fail to con­
tribute largely to agricultural settlement -
and business extension The operations of
the Chovcvi Zion Associations rd Great I
Britain, America and the Continent of
Europe arc contributing largely to thi 1 new
and striking prosperity."

The Salvation Army has been the
subjed of much criticism in the pi t, and
while recognising the good work it has
accomplished among the fallen, wc cannot
but admit that much of the adverse criticism
has been merited The Southern lt.iftut,
speaking alxvut it, has the following : "The
Salvation Army presents a very strange sort
of Christianity. It ha> many good elements
in it It has sought the lowest, and tried
to lift up the oppressed Many truly conse­
crated men and women have joined its
ranks; but its method*  are far from apos­
tolic. It seeks to win by worldly shows
and attractions. At first these innovations
were moderate and not very objectionable,
but as they become stale some additional
draw has to be devised, so that wc cannot
aay al vvhal length of outragcuusncxs it may
arrive. In the descrlptiou of a procession
to welcome new officers in Adelaide, wc find
there was a lifeboat drawn by four grey
■-feeds and manned by jolly tars, sailor
instrumentalists followed, then came a con­
tingent of l.vcs in sailor blouses, with pale
blue collars, then several horsemen clad in
jockey s' silks, and lavxes in Oriental drexs,
Ac Surely this b a display more pleasing
to the flexh than helpful to humble walking
with God The Army receives much help
from all denominations, and mu a not com­
plain if we criticise their proceeding . The)
have need to l>o careful, lest departing from

! the simple abiding in him, their fruit dots
not ’remain,' bccau -e more of excitement

I than < f grace
Tho Greek Article Our senior editor

Jim l.xcn having a little dixu- din on Im
I own account in the I .igt . I the T ni.r In
I the course of thu a question wax railed in

regard to the force of the Greek article. He
referred the matter to Prof. Tucker, who
courtcou-dy and prompty replied We
think the answer is worth publicity and
preservation, and consequently publish it
herewith:—"The University, Jan. aStb,
1895. F. G. Dunn. Esq. Dear Sir,—As
you arc manifestly aware, the force of the
Greek article depends very much on its
ccnlcxt. Thus 0 iinthrojoi may mean
■man' (collectively)—i e , the thing called
• man'—or 'the man' (specifically), in refer­
ence to a man before mentioned or otherwise
individually- indicated The decision as to
which is meant will depend upon the context.
more or less immediate, and upon the course
and trend of the narrative or argument.
Often there arc clear indications in the
shape of other articles or their omission.
In the passage to which you refer (Adis 2 :
42), 1 should say that each article i> most
certainly specific. I should rentier, ’the
teaching of the apostles, and the common
participation, the breaking of the bread, and
the prayers' The article*  imply that these
things have been mentioned (or indicated)
before, and the force of each article is
something like the 'familiar," ' well-known.
'usual,' 'above-mentioned,' or something of
that nature. I am writing thia note very
crudely, as I have just relumed from the
country and find your letter waiting a reply ;
but I have no doubt at all that you will see
clearly what 1 mean, and I mu .t confess
that it would eccin to me quite di viitgcmious
to translate otherwise than with the article.
Believe me. Yours very sincerely,

T. G. Tucker.

Correspondence.
------- o--------

THE ANTIQUITY OF MAN.
Deaii Brethren,—Our late Bro.

Check has left a record that on one
occasion a young man applied to
him for baptism, bitt to be allowed
to remain in his o:.n church. The
candidate evidently did not desire to
be taught to observe all things what-
soever the Lord had commanded,
but to remain in a church of hit. c;.n

j and support baby sprinkling and
I other popish ceremonies. Now, 1
hope you will not charge me with
desiring a Standard all my own;

1 however, 1 have been musing over
the letter of "J. E. L.” on "The
Antiquity of Man," ami while agree­
ing with the major portion of it, 1
am not prepared to treat the Mosaic
account of the creation as a poem,
and I dissent still further from jour
suggestion to add one or two thous­
and years to the :.uppo-c 1 I kbit w
chronology. 1 here issue a writ </«*>  
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warranto. You assert that the He­
brew chronology is not a “ definite
quantity," but surely the chronology
of the fifth chapter of Genesis is
very definite, and this cannot be
rejected except by sacrificing the
whole record. Is this list of ten
generations from Adam to Noah,
with the ages of the patriarchs at
the birth of their first born, a myth?
A child can add them up, and find
that from the creation of Adam to
the flood are 1656 years. Subtract
this from 4004, and we have the date
of the flood 2348 u.c. At this date
it is assumed that Noah and his
family were the only human beings
on the face of the earth. The dale
when the pyramids were creeled is
unsettled, but the most recent date
known to me is about 3500 years
ago, or 1600 n.c., or about 800 years
after the flood. There is extant an
Egyptian painting in which is de­
picted a Copt, a Negro and a Jew,
with their characteristic features as
clearly delineated as if it had been
done by an artist of to-day. Are
eight centuries sufficient to develop
these ? An Egyptian mummy docs
not differ from a modern Copt.
Negro parents have never been
known to produce.! Caucasian child,
nor has a Negro child ever been born
of Caucasian parents. Geology,
arch.eulogy, history, philology and
ethnology all converge, and tell us
that there ate at least three distind
races of mankind and that the
Caucasian was the last to make his
appearance on the earth It is
p.).>-ible that some may point to me
and call me “ a naughty man," ' a
heretic," “ an infidel " or some other
sweet name; if so, allow me to
assure such that “ none of these
things move me." 1 shall not be in
the least ruffled. My search is for
truth, and I know that “secret
things belong unto the Lord our
God: but the things that are re­
vealed belong unto us and to our
children for ever" Deut. 29: 29.

1 echo the words of the Puritan
Robinson in his last charge to his
flock: “ I am verily persuaded—I am
very confident—the Lord has more
truth yet to break forth out of His
holy word. For my part, I cannot
sufficiently bewail the condition of
the Reformed Churches, who arc
come to a period in religion, ami will
go at present no further than the
instruments ot the first Reformation.
I*he  Lutherans cannot be drawn to
go I yond what Luther saw ; what­
ever part of Hi> will our good God
has imparted and revealed unto Cal­

vin, they will rather die than embrace
I it. And the Calvinists, you sec,
stick fast where they were left by J
that great man of God, who yet saw j

I not all things. This is a misery
j much to be lamented "

Dr. Pye Smith had not so much ;
I evidence of the antiquity of man in
I his day as we have, yet he appears ‘
to have had doubts of all having 1
been derived from one pair, for he I
wrote:—“If the two first inhabit- I
ants of Eden were the progenitors,
not of all human beings, but only of j
the race whence sprang the Hebrew-
family, still it would remain the fact
that all were formed by the immedi­
ate power of God, and all these
circumstances, stated or implied in
the Scriptures, would remain the
same as to moral and practical pur­
poses. Adam would be a ‘ figure of
Him that is to come,’ the Saviour of
mankind, just as Melchizedek, or
Moses, or Aaron, or David: the
spiritual lesson would be the same.
The sinful character of all tribes of
men, and the individuals composing
them, would remain determined by
the most abundant and painfully
demonstrated proofs in the history
of all tribes and nations. The way
and manner in which moral cor­
ruption has thus infected all men,
under their several heads of primeval
ancestry, would be an inscrutable
mystery, which it is now, but the
need of divine mercy and the duty
to seek it would be the same; the
same necessity would exist of a
Saviour, a redemption, and a re­
novation of the internal character
by efficacious grace. That the
Saviour was, in his human nature, a
descendant of Adam would not mili­
tate against His being a proper
Redeemer for all races of mankind,
any more than His being a descend­
ant of Abraham, Judah and David I
at all diminishes His perfection to
save us * sinners of the Gentiles.’ ” 1

I have read Professor Dawson’s!
works and agree with him that pos­
sibly too great importance has been
attached to the distinctions of Stone, j

I Bronze ami Iron, of Paia olitliic and
Neolithic, and that these may ex­
press differences of circumstances
and of culture rather than of age, so
that they do not have so great a
bearing on this qu< • .lion as is gener­
ally supposed. Yet even he points
out that the statement', of Gent ms
are not to be regarded a . un.ivr id,
they do not mention in detail the
whole earth. They refer to a f< w
generations only, and beyond thi-.
restrict them elves to the one blanch

of the human family to which the
Bible principally relates. Further,
in the quotation which you have
given from his writings, he shows
that he is not content with the six
thousand years of the Hebrew chron­
ology, but asks for seven or eight.
But if we are to allow him to add
one or two thousand years, on what
ground can we refuse others their
ten, fifty or hundred thousand ?

I am aware that you cannot spare
room in the Standard to have this
question thoroughly sifted, but as
you have introduced it in the article 

, “ More Discoveries," 1 crave permis­
sion to say that I consider Professor
Dawson is correct when he states

[ that the Bible history principally re-
1 lt rs to one family, and that I believe
that many of the difficulties raised
by sceptics concerning the deluge

I ami other incidents recorded in
i Genesis can be cleared up by the
I hypothesis that Adam was the first
of the Caucasian race. Theologians

I long fought over the first chapter of
Genesis against the deductions of
geologists, but very tew now uphold

1 the old notion that this world was
, created in six days of twenty-four
j hours. So, verily, I believe they
; will eventually yield to the farther
deductions of the geologist and

! archeologist on the question of the
; unity and antiquity of man. I have
' often admired the outspoken char-
' a tier of your editorial articles, and
your unflinching advocacy of New

I Testament principles, so you may
rest assured that 1 should be sorry
indeed to find the editors joining the
higher critics in assaulting the He-

i brew chronology by declaring it to
| be “an indefinite quantity." Rest
content. There is no necessity’ to do
so. M.

Ballarat, Feb. 2.
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steps from David to the Incarnation, while
Luke gives us fort)-three, it is easy to fancy
that many may be omitted in this ease also.'1
Again, there is a wide diftcrcnce between
the chronologies of the Hebrew, Septuagint
and Samaritan versions. The student of
the Bible must give these things due con­
sideration, and in doing so, will not be far
from the truth when he says that Hebrew
chronology as regards the age of man upon
the earth is not a definite quantity.
As Io what can take place In Seo
years is a question that a wise man will be
slow to answer. One century may suffice to
eclipse all preceding ones as the nineteenth
in many ways docs the eighteen going before
it. The varieties of the human race are not
proofs of extreme antiquity. Gcikic says:—
"The rise of a new type and of even a new
colour of mankind is not unknown even
within the historical period.'*  Winwood
Reade, who cannot be charged with any
bias in favor of Biblical authority, says:—
" The real African is copper-colored, and
superior to the negro, mentally and physi­
cally. It is my belief that the negro
inhabits only maritime districts, or the
marshy dlstridls of the interior; and that he
originally belonged to the cop]>er-colorcd
race; and that his degeneration of type is
due entirely to the influence of climate and
food." Much more might be said in the
same direction, but this must suffice for the
present.

It will be time enough to accept the
deductions of geologists and archrcologists
when they are agreed amongst themselves
and when they present theories which stand
the test of clo.c examination, and have
sufficient vitality to live longer than the
wild speculations which have from time to
time been given to us regarding the an­
tiquity of man
In conclusion, we may say we will endeavour

in the future as in the past, to speak what
we believe to be true, without regard to
where it leads us; nor will any gentle
■ atite from our esteemed Uro M. cause us
to swerve from this path r-Eos.

Sisters’ Page.
--------- o----------

"Stand fast in the Lord"- Phil. .,: 1

Curamunicih n> jut thts lAwdd
illlur.i.l (!<1 Mi ’ Hill, .‘.’J Ulinluifd iti.tl,
IJMjcIju, t: ! hhr tliJ|> tht 12lh cf tJtih rr. nth.

EXECUTIVE.
The Executive met on Jan. 4th

anti transacted some routine busi­
ness. It was resolved to po.tpmi.
the Praise and Player Meeting until
j ith imt, when a profitable hour 

was spent. An excellent paper by
Sister Mrs. Hall was greatly enjoyed,
as was also the interesting account
of the English sisters’ annual meet­
ing kindly given by Sister Mrs. F.
M, Ludbrook. The collodion, 10/7,
was handed over for V.M,F. Next
Executive meeting — February rst,
when a full attendance is requested,
as business of importance is to be
discussed.

mrs. thvrgood’s letter.
Dear Executive Sisters,—

Well beloved in the Lord. The
month of October has been one of
Conventions—on the 9, 10 and 11
our State Convention was held in
Alleghany city, about 30 minutes’
ride on the tram ; and the week
after, from the 18th to the 25th, the
National Convention was held in
Richmond, Virginia. For our State
Convention we had a large, beautiful
map made, showing the places where
our churches are, marked out
plainly ; it was such a help, we took
it with us to Richmond. I am

one of their large church buildings,
where the brethren had made most
extensive preparations for the com­
ing of their numerous guests. We
were soon sent off to the home
appointed for us, and after a little
rest and refreshment went to the
reception of delegates, an entire
evening being given to that. There
we met friends whom we had not
seen for years—Bro. Tom Capp,
Bro. J. J. Haley; from Ky., Presi­
dent Loos, Bro. Mark Collis; and
sister workers from the north, south,
east and west. Such a reunion I
'twas like a little heaven below—the
warm hand clasp and “ How is the
work getting on ?" Tears of joy, as
well as songs of gladness, were
mingled. At our sisters’ C.W.B.M.
Convention, next morning, 460 were
enrolled, and the numbers increased
each day. The sisters were in
session all of Friday and Saturday,
and on Sunday afternoon ; then on
Monday they held an Executive
Council, none but delegates being
admitted. It was that business

there again,

sending a brief printed report of the :
State meeting that might be read at :
executive session, for 1 must hasten J
to tell you of our trip—just a few ,
echoings from the Convention. The
weather was lovely in the extreme, 1
warm and dry ; the company, de- I
lightful—about 17 workers; and as i
we Hew along mile after mile, the ;
richly wooded country, the fine old
mountains, tall and grand (like
Warrenheipand Dandenong Ranges)
cheered our eyes. A short stop at
Johnstown, there to recall the scenes
of that dreadful Hood, marks of
which are yet to be seen ; and where
our brave sister, the telegraph oper­
ator, stood at her post sending off
the message, “ Fly to the mountains,
fly I” until her martyred spiiit went
home, her work of saving others
well done. On again to Altoona, a
pretty city nestled in the mountains,
where we ate trying to plant a strong
church. Several of the brethren
were at the station to meet us,
urging the necessity of their work, 

the C.W.B.M. later on. On again
until 8 at night, when Washington
city was reached. 1 low pleasantly
we were reminded of our happy
wedding journey of twelve years
ago, when we stopped at the same
place and wi re so kindly treated. 

i meeting that made me think of you
i nil, my grand, well beloved sisters in
I Australia. There was the responsi-
bility of carrying on the work, and

I uhat was the best way to do it all ?
I It took wise counselling and prayer,
| much thought and strong faith.
1 " 9u.r Christian Woman’s Board of

Missions" is a compendium of work
done by women, under the inspira­
tion of the Saviour’s words to Mary,
“Goto my brethren, and say unto
them I ascend unto my Father and
your Father, and to my God and
your God’’—John 20: 17. Their
first object is to cultivate a mission­
ary spirit; to encourage missionary
effort in the church ; to disseminate
missionary intelligence, and to secure
systematic contributions for mission­
ary purposes. They have now, in
their 20th year, 1,400 auxiliaries or
societies, 30,744 members, and have
raised by the simple contribution of
10 cts. a month by each member
•>53i6-j8, nearly sixty thousand dol­
lars, a year. Then the General
Lnnstran Missionary Society of our
brethren, that included both home
and foreign work, was held the rest
ol the week until Thursday, leaving
us very little time to look about the
historic city of Richmond, where in
rts cemeteries Presidents Monroe
and lyh r are buried, also Jefferson
Daxis, ex president of the .Southern
Confederacy. It is a sad sight to

... ----- rcc .. number of white stones
morning, ollto Richmond, reaching marking the graves of the loved
there at 1 p.m., to be welcomed in | dead of both armies. It is in Rich-
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mond that the spot may be shown
you where the lodge of Powhattan,
the father of Powhontas, rested; it
is here we recall brave Capt. John
Smith, and here we saw the old
church where Patrick Henry sound- I
ed out, “Give me liberty, or give me
death." Later on, Washington and !
Lafayette's soldiers trod these
streets, while at present it is Hooded
with Confederate memorials and
associations. We heard many a
touching story of the war (reserved
for some future telling, 1 hope), saw
where the Libby Prison was situated,
in which the brave boys in blue
suffered so terribly. Fine statues
of Washington on horseback and j
General Robt. E. Lee are set upon I
elegant pedestals; these equestrian 1
statues are of bronze, and are said
to be the finest in the world. We
were sorry to leave, yet we wanted
time in Washington city to visit
many places we did not see on our
first visit. We had the pleasure of
going through many of the beautiful
rooms of the White House, where
the President lives; also our National I
Capitol, and the art galleries, mu- I
scums, Smithsonian Institute, Army ■
and Navy department, &c. Then
swiftly back by rail and steam to
Pittsburgh, ready to give out all the
beautiful, interesting and instructive
ideas gained, to the dear household
of faith at Central; and now once
more we are into the regular swing
of the blessed work for the winter.
May God give us all health and
strength for the loving service. May
the brightness of the coming Spring
and Summer be glad harbingers of
better times for our dear colony.

Your loving (longing to be with
you) sister,

Antoinette K. Thurgood.

DORCAS.
Ballarat.— During the half year

ending December 31st have had an
average attendance of 13 at our
meetings. Have received £\ 17s.
in donations; £\ 4s. rod. in collec­
tions. Have given away 63 gar­
ments, one and a half tons wood,
three bags of coke, eight parcels of
clothes and groceries, and 19/3 in
cash. Articles sold amounted to
£1 9s. 7|d. The vear closes with a
balance in hand or £1 is. lod.

Secretary.

SUNDAY SCHOOL.
Ascot Vale has a good school of

sixteen classes, with an attendance
uf 7j boys, di girls. The numbers
are given out every Sunday and

compared with the last, and the
children are encouraged to greater
diligence. Order and punctuality
arc well attended to, and all, tea­
chers as well as taught, are im­
pressed with the importance of their
work. A large picture sheet is
placed so the whole school can see
it. After the opening exercises the
superintendent gave out the chapter
and drew attention to the picture.
The lesson is read in alternate
verses, a few earnest words spoken,
then the work of the classes com­
mence. M. Hall, Visitor.

girls' class.
Brunswick.—The first half yearly

meeting was held January 17. The
prizes for attendance and bringing 1
new scholars were distributed to [

| those who had earned them, and j
each child received a card. A good
programme was given by the girls, '
with the assistance of friends. Mr.
F. Pittman gave some sound advice
in a practical address.

M.M., Sec. /w tern.

MISSIONARY.
The second anniversary of the

Malvern and Prahran Mission Band
was held on Wednesday, Dec. 12th, ,
in the Prahran schoolroom, Sister j
Maston presiding. Short addresses
were given by Brethren Cameron
and Ludbrook, and several solos,
duets, a recitation, a paper and
choruses were given by the mem­
bers and friends. The secretary
reported a good interest in the
monthly meetings, 19 names being
on the roll, with an average attend­
ance of n ; also 14 hon. members.
Two entertainments had been given
at the Rescue Home. The sum of 1
£5 6s. o^d. had been collected dining
the year for the Kanaka Mission.
The meeting was brought to a close
by singing the doxology. The motto
for the year is “Serve the Loid with
gladness." J. E. Huntsman,Sec.

[Too late for last Page.—Ed.]

Temperance.
--------o-----

TRADE OR A CRIME?

UY JOSEPH MAI INS.
ord Brougham, in referring to

the iniquity of what some
called the “Slave Trade,"
denied that such a traffic
could be rightfully design­

ated as a trade. He said : “ Trade

is honest, it is innocent, it is useful,
it is humanising, it is universally
beneficial, whereas this infernal
traffic is exactly the reverse, and
can only be called a crime."

And yet there exists a so-called
trade which is believed to resemble
in many respects the “ Slave Traffic."
It is the Liquor Traffic. Let us see
if this “trade" possesses the features
which Lord Brougham declared to
be indicative of legitimate trade, or
whether its characteristics, like those
of slave dealing, arc “exactly the
reverse.”

1. Is it Honest? The Meriting
Advertiser, the drink-seller' semi­
official organ, referring to the manu­
facture of beer and spirit from grain,
when a famine was impending in
Ireland, asked—“ Will it not be a
criminal and suicidal act to sacrifice
nearly eight million quarters of nu­
tritious food in the manufacture of
innutritions drinks ? . . . As to
spirits, those produced from sugar
arc well known, and no question can
be raised in regard to comparative
properties of nutrition, since all
alike are deficient.

2. Is it Innocent? Alderman
Wire, as solicitor of the London
Licensed Victuallers, testified before
a Parliamentary committee that the
publican “ deals in a dangerous
article," and the Right Hon. J.
A. Roebuck compared the traffic in
it to dealing in gunpowder. But
the drink is not only dangerous but
positively injurious. We produce
testimony that it fosters—

(<i) Irreligion. The Ilff/rpiM
Magazine said, “ It is our settled
conviction that mote of our minis­
ters and members have been de­
graded by the sin of intemperance
than by any other; we verily believe
that this single sin is destroying
more souls than all the ministers in
Great Britain are instrumental in
saving.

(Z<) Pauperism. The Rev. G.
Holt, when chaplain uf the Birm­
ingham work - home, declared:
“ From my own actual experience,
I am fully persuaded of the accur­
acy of a statement made by the late
Governor, that, of every hundred
persons admitted, ninety-nine were
reduced to this state cither directly
or indirectly through the piev.dent
and ruinous drinking usages.'

(.) In unity. I. ird Sb ift tiry
(fur twenty years Commi uuner <f
Lunacy) says that hilly 1 ix-tclitLs
of all the ca •. . of insanity come
from intemperance.

(./) Ci.uil. Justice Keating . aid:
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“ Some of the saddest cases with
which we have to deal are those in
which they go into public-houses res­
pectable and respected and come out
felons." Justice Denman said that
out of 63 cases in one calendar, 36
were cases of violence directly at­
tributable to drinking, and six of
them were cases of murder.

(<•) Premature Deaths. Mr.
Wakcly, coroner for West Central
Middlesex, declared that drink
caused him to hold 1,000 inquests
per annum more than he otherwise
would have held.

Can a traffic which fosters irre-
ligion, immorality, pauperism, in­
sanity, crime, and premature death,
be rightly called innocent ?

3. Is IT USEFUL? The late Dr.
Turner said, “The nutritious matter
of eight pints of ale does not exceed
that of one penny loaf." Dr. Darwin
said: “ Wines overheat without pro­
ducing strength, and cannot be con­
verted into good flesh, blood, or
bone." The celebrated surgeon,
Sir Ast ley Cooper, wrote : “ I never
suffer ardent spirits to be in my
house, thinking them evil spirits.
Spirits and poisons are synonomous
terms."

.|. Is IT HUMANISING ? Judge
Wightman said to a grand jury:
“ In almost all the cases of personal
violence ami injury, the scene was a
public-house or beer-shop." Six
years later, in another court, he told
the grand jury that “ three-fourths
of the cases had their origin in
public-houses and beer-shops "

Is it Universally Beneficial?
Mr. Buxton, M.P., the great brewer,
asserted that “The struggle of the
school, the library, ami the church,
all united against the bcer-houseami
gin palace, is but one development
of the war between heaven and
hell."

Would those engaged in a uni­
versally beneficent “ trade" be
branded in the eyes of the law as
the drink-sellers are ? No liquor­
seller is eligible to ail as pilot to a
• hip; or as a commissioner or trustee
of turnpikes; or even to sign an
emigration paper—which only re­
quires the signatures of two respect­
able householder!,.

The above ate only a few grains
from the mountain of evidence which
is available to all. How signally
this traffic fails to exhibit the marks
of h gitimate trade ! And how ch ally
it • xhibits the features of the
traffic Io which Lord Biougham
was left tting, when be said,
•‘Trade is honest, it is innocent, it

is useful, it is humanising, it is uni­
versally beneficial ; whereas this
infernal traffic is exactly the reverse,
and can only be called a crime."—
Coiigregalional A bstainer.

Foreign Missions.
----- o-----

F. M. Luudkook.

ward to quite a cold season this year. Mrs
Wharton and family expert tu have the
hills next week.

We had a pleasant visit from a missionary
this evening, who told us of quite an inter­
esting work being carried on amongst the
educated Natives some little distance from
here. May the reaping time soon come is
our earnest prayer.

Very sincerely.
Your Sister in Christ,

Mary Thompson.

Hurda, Cl’., India,
Nov. <jth, 1894.

Dear Bro. Ludbrook,
We have had a very happy and profitable

time al our Convention this year. We had
our fust meeting Saturday, Nov. 3rd. On
Sunday evening, after the services, Gopal,
one ul our oldest school boys, decided to
Income a Christian, and asked if he might
be baptized that night. As we had no
doubt of his sincerity, we went down to the
river and Mr. Wharton baptized him. He
belongs to one ol the lowed castes. His
father is the richest man in the caste, and
so has allowed Gopal, who is Ids only child,
to attend school until he is ol age and has
a right In the eyes ol the law to decide for
himself as to whether he will be aChristian
or not.

We heard that he has been turned out of
his home, but as he has a house ol his own
lie is not homeless.

10th. We saw Gopal to-day and find that
he has nut been turned out u( hi:, father's
house, but his father has denied that he
vva. baptized and wants him to keep quiet,
thinking in time the matter will blow over.
Gopal is very fund of his mother, and we
are more afraid ol her influence than any
other thing as it is very hard for the boy to
ace his mother weeping and hearing her
declare he has disgraced them. However,
we trust he will keep firm, and that his
wife and mother and father will soon fol­
low his example. There have been nine
additions to utir number this year—a boys,
4 who have come hum other missions, and
j lepers There have been 2 additions by
baptism in Mungeli, and 2 girls and 4 boys
from the orphanages in Btl.v.pur, and t
young man

Mis* * Frost, our new missionary, Is a
literary lady, and as she will not be able to
do any work but study for a while, it was
suggt .(id that the should get items ol news
from each ol «>ur stations every month and
send them to the papers in America, Eng­
land and Australia, She consented to do
so ami v.e haw 1:0 doubt you will lind them
very interesting

Mi . Gray bicl met Mr and Mrs ‘lliur-
j.1,-'1 just lx (orc leaving America and
brought a cheettng me :ugc from them

We arc all fairly well and looking fur-

Church News.
All nutter jer this defartmenl should reach

the Ofice by noon cn Tuesday. But short items
uniting by noon cn Wednesday nil! find a flare
if there is teem. Send all news items direct to
A. B. Maston, 539 Elixabclh-strcct, Carlton.

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

The Conference Committee met on Feb.
7th. A letter was read from G. D'Ncsl,
from which the following is extractedIn 
accordance with instruction-., I left Adelaide
for Port Pirie, Jan. 2nd, and having heard
from Balaklava as to holding, a meeting
there, 1 made a break in my journey, and
addressed a gathering of from 45 to 50,
which was a good meeting considering every
one was busy harvesting. Next day re
sumed my journey to Port Pirie. Attended
a meeting al the chapel that evening, which,
owing to the rain, was not well attended 

1 wo

lot with u

mcnl as to luliire operations

*mv euurcit nere numbers tome 33 metn-
Ixrrs, whose attendance may be counted on;
and there are many other members who
have left Adelaide and the suburb .. and ate
al present unattached We have here the
Salvation Army (located directly opposite
the chapel), Roman Catholic. Church ol
England, Baptist, Wesleyan, and Bible
Christian. The brethren appear to be
willing to do all they can, and as then- are 

time: I>ords day morning and evening and
Monday evenings at Solomontovvn (a suburb)
and Thursday evening*  al Port Pirie.
The meetings arc growing in numbers and
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wood, Bro Wheeler of Alma, also a young
man, Bro Hooper, formerly immersed in
England, who is a good worker. We have
distributed hand-bills and trails broadcast.
The church held a very successful social
last evening, which was well attended.-’

Letters were also read from the churches
at Balaklava, Nantawarra, and Wiki Horse
Plains, with reference to the desirability
and date of visit from G. D'Nesi. Decision
in regard to them was deferred till the next
meeting.

The treasurer reported credit balance in
September, £23 4s. Receipt:;: Alma /to.
Queenstown/r/io,Carew Port Pirie/25.
Expenditure. r8s. 3d . leaving a credit
balance of /jG 55. 9.

In view of the effort at Port Pirie, will all
readers of the A C S. who know of any
fellow members of the Church of Christ
who have removed to that locality, write to
them at once and earnestly suggest to them
to attend the meetings and make themselves
known, and give all the help they can. In
this way very many may forward the work
of the Lord and strengthen thchandsof the
church at Port Pirie. The chapel is situ­
ated in Florence-strect.

The annual meeting of the S S. U. of
of churches of Christ in SA was held on
Jan. 2ist in the Grotc-st. vestry. It was
decided that the interchange of speakers
from the different Sunday School*  should
take place on the last Lord's day in March.
and in ScptemlxT. instead of June and
December, as fewer teachers would probably
be out of town. 'I he officer; of last year
were re-ileillcd for this; Dr Verco, presi­
dent and treasurer; Robt. Forsyth and G.
W Co.h, •ccrclariu Mr. Mathews was
chosen vice-president in place of G D'Ncvi,
whose absence in the evangelistic field
prevents hi. attendance al the meetings of
committee It was resolved to convey to
the late vice-president an expression of
thanks fur Ida help in the past. Accounts
t<> th«- amount of /j io> fxl. were pa: cd for
payment, and it was announced that .sub­
scriptions from all the schools in the Union
are due from Jan. rst- Will all the secret­
aries kindly note this, and see that the
amounts due arc forwarded to the treasurer
as early as po.,ible. Efforts arc also to lx?
made to per suade the schools in the country
to join the Union, so as to compete next
year at the annual examination. A sugges­
tion was thrown out th.it a teachers*  exam­
ination should be combined with the
scholar-'; and in order to determine this
matter, the delegates were Instructed to
enquire in their rv-pcllivn schools how many
of their teachers would be likely to enter,
provided an examination were instituted
The next mcctng of the committee will lie
held at Henley Beach on Saturday, lib
33rd All officers, teachers and elder 

scholars are cordially invited. This day
has been cho-cn so as to allow the afternoon
to be spent, if desired, at the seaside. A
plain tea will be provided in the chapci,
commencing at 6 o'clock, the expense of
which will be defrayed by a collodion.
During the evening there will be abundant
time and opportunity for conversation, and
Mr. Wm Mathews has consented to read a
short essay. We trust there will be a large
and profitable gathering

York —Since our l.v.t report we have had
the pleasure of seeing one of the scholars of
our Sunday School come out and confer
Christ before many uitncs.es We are ex-
peeling others very soon

Jan. 3. W. II.

Un lev.—Bro. M. Wood Green and family
were received into fellow-.hip with us on
Lord's day, Jan 6th. also commencing his
labors with us All the meeting; were well
attended, and Bro Green delivered splendid
addresses for the occasion, which were
appreciated by all. As we firmly believe
that the Lord has sent our brother with us
wc pray that he may be the means of build­
ing up the church, that its influence will be
fell far and near. Bro. Green spoke at the
Home for Incurables on Thur, day, cheering
the heart-, of the inmate ..

Jan 1 a T G Storer, Sec
Um t v (Later).—Bro Green is enuring a

general awakening at Un!< y and having good
meetings. It is a real f?ait to listen to our
brother’s faithful preaching and exhorta­
tion. which is able to build and strengthen I
a church. We are sorry to report that
Bro Doig, who recently lost his wife, is
laid aside seriously ill. Our prayer is that
our brother may be again restored to his
young and large family. T G. Storer.

Grote-st.—Our first Memory Meeting
in connection with the Y I’ S C,E , held on
Jan. 21st, proved a great success It. of
course. to>k rather a different form from
that ol our usual meetings, no hymn books
bibles or notes l»cing allowed Instead ol
our usual Bible reading, each member re-
jicatcd a verse of Scripture from memory
All the hymns were given out, played ami
sung without the aid of books A number
of addresses of about two minutes duration
were given by members, and all paved ell
really w< 11 Wc would strongly advise any
society which has not tried a memory mc< t
jng to try one.

HinI'Mariii. —The month has pa.red
without any additions whatever, which in |
unu uil fur Hu. Im ar h. There arc a largo
number, and w>mc stranger.*,  who come to
the gu.|. I meetings, tome ga away ini-
pics.-d, but no decisions follow Wo pray
and ex|xd that they will come Bru

Johnson, from Grotc-st , preached last
evening in place of Bro H D. Smith, who
was on a visit to the Lake Churches.

Our yearly social meeting was held cn
Wednesday, 9th January. A large number
of members were present both at the tea
and the meeting that followed. Wc wire
pleased to see Sister Burford from James­
town. She was a highly useful and rc-pcCkd
member with us many years ago. Your
readers will be sorry to hear she is down on
account of the illness of her husband, who
has undergone an operation in the Adelaide
Hospital, where he has been for some necks.
The usual business was tran-.aitcd after the
'.c a 1 he treasurer reported a deficit of
for the quarter, for which wc feel sorry.
The secretary's rri>ort was mo.t encouraging
lor the past as well as hopeful for the future

In June the church will attain her fortieth
birthday. If any of your readers have any
items of news of an historical nature. Bru.
H D Smith. Osmond-st . Hindm.'ir-.h. will
be pleased to take charge of it, with .1 view
to compile a church history. Two were
restored by their own request; ten were
added by letter; thirty-one were baptised
during the year; total, forty-three. For the
same |»criod. twenty - four losses have
occurred. Seven of these were by death,
an equal number with last year.

There arc still a large number ol aged
disciples in fellowship simply waiting the
summons. Our expectations are ccntert 1
in the young —of whom wc have a goodly
numl>cr in the church —that they will grow
up into Christ their living Head m all
thing;, and so carry on the noble work of
the church for many year, to come even
better than it has been in the past Wc arc
pleased to record the re-clcOion of Bro E.
W. Balmer to the eldership, from which he
retired a year or two ago. May the great
Head ble; > him with the church in this
step. With equal regret wc report the re­
tirement of Bru T Broder frern the ofhee
of deacon. Brethren Dal y and Richards
were re -elected as deacon •. the former hold­
ing the ttca-iurcrahip. Si'tcr Milne was
also cho'.< n a deaconess

May the church continue to enjoy the
blessings of peace. love and unity, with
prosperity [Jan 14 A G

uitncs.es
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are hoping for a share of the general evange­
lists*  help one of these days, but a week or
two will be of little use. R.C.

III.NI ES' Beach.—The Church of Christ
in this distriA held its anniversary services
on Sunday, Jan. 20th. At the morning
meeting for worship T J. Gore exhorted the
church; at the afternoon sendee II. I).

school, when very nice addresses were given
by Brethren Brooker and Gibson to a very
good company. In the evening Bro. Gibson
preached to a hall full of attentive listeners.
At the dose, a lady broke down in tears and
said she thought she was too great a sinner.
She has been visited by her expressed wish,
and wc have every hope of her coming out
for Christ. One thing wc arc very sorry

in the River Murray known as the White
Cliffs, which is a charming spot for the
purpose. It is well shaded by gigantic red
gums on the flat, from which rises the sand
hill breaking on to the river, forming the
cliff of while sand with ravines cut in along
the face, forming from our position a grand
and romantic scene. Arriving here about
eleven o'clock, the party, to the number of 

Smith gave the address, and in the evening
M. W. Green preached the gos|>cl. The
audiences were very satisfactory, and the
labors of these brethren were very highly
appreciated. The tea meeting was held on
the 22nd and was largely attended, about
150 sitting down to the tables. The after
meeting was crowded. The secretary, Mr.
Hurcombe, read the report for the year*
showing that /".jo had been paid off the
church debt, and a large vestry built at the
back of the chapel; that the Suntlay School
had largely increased, and a senior Bible
class had been established, and that the
number of the members of the church had
increased to 29 Seven had been immersed
on a confession of their faith, and four re­
ceived from sister churches. Two had been
removed by death Grateful thanks were
tendered to all the workers, who had so
abundantly helped them. Dr. Vcrco, the
chairman, showed how the logical conse­
quence of our public confession that Jesus
is the Christ, is that wc plead for a complete
return to primitive Christianity, and for the
union ol all believers in Jesus. Mr II.
Hussey indicated that the Church of Christ
witnc.iej for the immersion of penitent
believers, the observance of the Lord’s
Supper on every first day ol the week, and
fur the return of the Lord Mr. A Rar.kine
called on al) to let the past year put to the
test—first, the faithfulness of God to us,
and second, our faithfulness to God. Mr.
T. Lees also pressed home the need ol
letting the light of the Christian life shine
amongst them And Mr H D Smith, asking
the question "What do ye more than
others?" called upon all who realised the
possession of a clearer light, a fuller truth.
a more di.tint) conception of the command­
ments of God, to manifest - o holy and to
Christ like a life as should correspond with
these greater privileges. On the following
evening the Sunday School children had
their tea meeting, about <*>  sitting dewn al
the tables. An after meeting was then
held, with some short addresses, and all
were highly pleased.

(Ji EENMoWN — Wc have little to report
with the exception that the work is still

day. ami we aL-» had the pleasure of Bro.
(lib.un's company from 1’iahran In the
afternoon we had the quarterly vi it to the

for, our Wednesday meeting has fallen off about 45, at once commenced to prepare for
the last two or three weeks, but wc hope
the brethren will think of their responsi­
bility and not be weary in well doing.

R. Harris.

North Adelaide.—Our quarterly meet­
ing was held on Jan. 20th. The report
showed two immersions, and two additions
by transfer (Miss Scrambler from Windsor,
and Mrs. Simmonds from Kaniva), and two
losses by transfer (Mrs. Ship to Grote-st.,
and Mrs. Cook (jr.) to Freemantle, W.A ;
total, 276. The work here and at ProvpcA
is very hopeful. The S S. report gave 145
scholars on the roll, being an Increase of 5
for the year. The church decided to give
/20 to the Evangelistic Union. It has been
arranged to take up during the year special
collections as follows; March ro and 17 for
the Rescue Home ; June 9 and 16, Evange­
list Union; Sept. 8and 15, Foreign Mission
and Kanaka work ; Dec. 8 and 15, Evange­
list. Two names were withdrawn from our
number. II Hudd, T. Williams and J.
McNicoll were chosen as deacons. Bro C.
Clark and his wife and daughter have re­
turned to live in town. One of our sisters.
Miss Jackson, has gone to Tasmania and
been married to D. Scown, the teacher of
the blind in the island Wc wish them
every possible happiness. Receipts from 3
absentees, one pound each.

----------:o:----------
VICTORIA.

I’UAiiRAN —Good meetings all day last
Sunday. Since last report four others have
made the " good confession," including one
who came forward last night. A fruit soiree
and social gathering will be held on the
evening of the 21st inst.. when we hope for
the presence of every member of the church
who can possibly attend, and with the
presence of Him " whose wc arc" wc hope
for a pleasant and profitable time.

Wc regret to record the continued and
dangerous illness of our Bro. H. Walker.
Our prayers arc continually being ottered
on bchall of the lord's sick ones, that in
the midst of their sufferings, patience may
" have her pcrfcA work," and that lhey
may realise that these suflerings, which
"are but for a moment." arc working out
for them "a far inure exceeding and eternal
weight of glory " R G. C

Mildura Wc held our first church and
S School picnic on the 30th ult at a bend

luncheon. After a pleasant time vve re­
turned home, reaching there about 8 p m.

On Lord's day evening, 3rd inst , the
anniversary sermon was preached by the
writer to a good audience from the words,
" They shall be mine, saith the I .ord of
hosts, in that day when 1 make up my
jewels," showing that the jewels were those
who loved and feared the Lord, and accepted
him for their Saviour. Wc are encouraged
to go on sowing the good seed, knowing wc
shall reap if wc faint not, and wc have
cheering indications that there are many
who come to our gojpel meetings being in­
fluenced by the grand old story of the cross.
May God so dircA them that they may
make a full and complete surrender to the
will of our dear Jesus is our united prayer.

Our prayer meetings before our morning
and evening services arc again developing
more spiritual life, and our cry to our
Heavenly Father for an extension of his
kingdom will l>c heard and answered. It
has been before, and will be again. " If ye
ask the Father anything in My name, He
will do it." Our confidence Is- God for
Christ's sake has saved me. and he will save
others also. M;.y the Lord hasten the time.

l*®h.  4- J. Selwood, Sec.

Port Fairy.—From previous reports
jour readers arc aware of Bro. G. II.
Browne's visit to this place for a rest to
recruit his energies. During his stay he
conducted special services for the preaching
of the gospel, by which a good interest was
aroused. As a result of his labors he im­
mersed two Into the name of Christ, one
being the eldest daughter of Sister Dull,
and one brother formerly immersed has
decided to unite with us Others arc fully
persuaded, but personal consideration; hin­
der them from yielding obedience at pres­
ent. All the brethren were much encour­
aged and edified by his visit and have been
stimulated to increased effort in the Master's
work. A farewell gathering was held on
the night previous to his departure, when a
'try pleasant hour was spent and the hope
wav freely expressed that a similar visit
would be repeated on some future occasion.

1 airfield. It fa a long time since you
nxeived a report from the church here,
but Mill the work is going on Wc cannot 

in nil faithfulness We have
the depression which has Uct
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nil around, and through it a number of our
brethren have had to leave the distriA.
How a little church feels .t! It just means
for those who are left to be faithful and
stand firm Bro. J. Cook has been preach­
ing for some months. The last week in
January special services were conduAed by
him. The meetings were on the increase
when we had to bring them to a close on
account of our brother suffering from a
revere cold and hoarseness, otherwise we
would have continued them. Bro. Cook is
a hard-working man and full of fire in the
service of the Master. He is deserving of
our heartiest thanks and sympathy for what
he has done. The Sunday school is increas­
ing in numbers, and wc hope to sec some
fruit from our labours before long. F. I’.

South Meldouhnb. — On Monday the
nth inst. the church held a friendly gather­
ing of the members and friends. About too
accepted the invitation, and the meeting
was the most successful and enjoyable in
conncAion with the church for many years.
Bro. C. II. Marlin occupied the chair, and
took for the theme of his opening remarks.
" Behold, how good and how pleasant it is
for brethren to dwell together in unity."
He said the design of the meeting was to
bring about more Christian friendliness and
interest in the work of the church. After a
short programme of solos, recitations, etc.,
and an address by Bro Lawson, those
present sat down to tables plentifully laden
by the sisters with fruit, eatables and cotfec.
Further addresses were given by Brethren
Pittman and Swain. A pleasing feature in
the meeting was the presence of some who
had in the early history of the church done
good service. C II M.

Lancei-illii. — Wc were cheered last
Lord's day by seeing one young lady coming
forward and make the good confession. She
ia now added to the church.

Feb 5 _____ E J.W.M

Bckwick.—Since last report three have
confessed their faith in Christ and been
buried with Him in baptism. Good meet­
ings morning and evenings. Church work­
ing harmoniously together.

Feb 11 '' “
----------o---------

NEW ZEALAND.

Oamabu.—Since last report wc have had
to rejoice over two additiona-onc by obed­
ience of faith and one restored All the
meeting*  continue to be well attended, and
the Sb is 'dl increasing A Suters Sew­
ing Cl.v.i meets every week rendering
material aid to the finances of the church

1_ t r.i Id, at the do c of my discourse.
wc were cheered by five hearers coming
Lrward in t< ken of their faith in Jc-ui and
their determination to follow the lamb
whithersoever He leads 1 he Jxrd perfect
the gcud work begun in their hearts ! To
II . -. I the : I r»

OUR NEWS BUDGET.
----------o----------

The church al Coolgardie, W.A . now
numbers fourteen members

Our church membership in Denmark is
149, in Norway 705. and in Turkey 370.

We are glad to hear that Bro. W. Hou-
chins will be able to resume preaching next
month.

Professor Flint holds that socialism, as
generally put forward, must be held a_. in
antagonism to Christianity, inasmuch as it
assumes that man’s chief end is a happy
social life in this world.

A well known brother, writing to one of
our American papers and referring to the
native bear, says “If you take this said
bear up by the tail his eyes will drop cut -
he has no tail."

We regret to say that Bro D. Macallister
is very weak. For the past two months he
has been confined to his bed.

One made the good confession at South
Melbourne last Sunday evening, and was
afterwards immersed Bro. Swain preach­
ing

The church at Drummond is rejoicing in
more additions to their ranks, two young
men having been baptised. Wc rejoice with
them.

Sister Florrie McClean, a teacher in
Lygon-st S. School, died last laird's day
morning. She was a young sister, much
esteemed.

During the last two months there has
been quite a revival at the church at Croy -
don (Vic) We hear of re or 13 decisions
for Christ.

Preaching services have been held at
Mooroolbark the last two months, and a
church with twelve members was organised
last Sunday.

Wc had a visit from Bro. C. Johnson, of
Corowa. last week. It may be said that
the cause at Corowa was established mainly
through his instrumentality.

The Austral Publishing Co held its annual
meeting last Monday week, and reported
fair progress during the year. It deserves
the support of the brotherhood

The Fulham Cross Christian Mission
(England), with which Bro Sydney Black
is connedcd, gives halfpenny dinners for
destitute men, women and children

Bro. W. Wilson.of Surrey Hills, has been
visiting Hobart. On Lord's day, 3rd, he
spoke in the morning and preached at night.
His services were much appreciated.

A writer, in one of the papers of the day,
says that the larrikin is altogether devoid of
the religious instinA. Hence, he says, the I
Salvation Army preaches to him in vain j

A. F. Turner was in the city a few days ’
during the week on a visit to his parent*
He returned yesterday to Sydney, from '
whence he sails on Saturday for Wellington, ‘
N Z

Bro. Symons, lately of South Melbourne.
is now in Fremantle, W A He is asdvting
rhe church at that plate A few Sundays
ago. at the close of hi*  sermon two young
li-’:. . decided for Christ One ■■■..- Mi
Emma HaukcsforJ. a daughter of Sister
Havtktaford, formerly of Lygoti t

On Tuesday*  morning, Feb. 5th, Sister
Moysey (v.-nr ), mother of G B. Moy sey,
passed away after a lingering illness We
sympathise with the members of her family
in their bereavement

Next Lord’s Day at Cheltenham, a me­
morial service of the late Sister Moyrcy,
will beheld Brethren and Sisters every­
where invited to be present.

Last I-ord'sd.iy evening the Lygon-street
chapel was crowded. Bro Selby's nubjcA
was " The Paganism of Archbishop Carr "
He dealt very trenchantly with recent ex­
pressions used by the •' Archbl shop "

At the close of A. F. Turner’s nddrc.i
Sunday week in the Tabernacle. Enmore.
four were baptised and three other, made
the good confession. Bro. Turner has done
a good work there, and his visit will long be
remembered.

We are glad to know that our aged Bro
Dr. Kingsbury, of Sydney , li Mill vigorous
lor one of his years He is now Sr, but is
always al the meetings, taking part in all
the services. He is waiting patiently for
the rest that remains for the people of God.

Sister J T Paul (whom wc reported last
issue us being in the Hoinapathic H< -
pital) has now been removed to her home at
Grantville She is suffering from internal
cancer, and her ca-c is con-.id.nd hopclc ■ ■
While In Melbourne she was vi ited by Sts.
M. McLellan and Bro C. G Lawson She
was very grateful for these friendly visits.
Since writing above we hear that Sister
Paul has passed away

Though, as announced in our last i me.
the effort made to c vtabllsh a Baptist church
in Perth. W A,has been, I r the |resent,
discontinued, intelligence is to hand that
the Victorian Baptist*  arc*  now contemplat­
ing making .1 frt >h Mart there J II C '..*,
a prominent member of their Preacher*
Association, is announced to leave Vi.tvrti
at the < nd of tills mt nth to n .; it ■'
organise the can ?.
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One of the features of the Sunday night
meetings at Collingwood is theque-.tion box.
A large number avail themselves ot the
opportunity, Bro. Pittman answering the
questions nt the beginning of the meeting

At the recent conference of the National
Union of Women Workers, held in Glasgow,
Miw A. W. Richardson, B A . held that
intemperance was steadily growing among
women, especially among poor women,
while Dr. Jex Blake ami others held that
this was not the ease, but that intemperance
in tea and coffee was steadily growing.

Dr. Jas. Cook, who has made him .elf 10
popular with the Melbourne churches be­
came he ha-i made himself useful, will, we
arc sorry to say, be leaving the city in a
few weeks He expeds to locate for the
practice of his profession in Bendigo. We
are sorry to lose him from Melbourne, but
are glad that he goes to Bendigo, where he
will be of much help to the struggling cause.

A B. Maxton is now in Brisbane, where
ho has gone for a brief change, hoping to
find passing relief from his constant trouble.
He had hoped to visit New Zealand, but
when the time arrived felt unable for the
sea voyage required. He wishes us to
express his great disappointment at not
being able to visit that colony, and to ex-
pre > hia thanks to the numerous brethren
here who oilcred him hospitality.

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.
-----u

McKAY. -Thu church here has t-uffered
a severe loss in our much esteemed Bro
David McClure s death Now our Sister
McKay has gone to rest till the resurrection
morn. Il is not our province to • rutid out
our sister's pr.tr: at undue lerglh Suf­
ficient to ay she was an exceptional mother.
She knew her duty well, she learned the
le -ons Christ bad taught her; she bore the
cio.. 1 as Je-u > told her faithfully and well;
thu lease, n l.iilhlul family tn mourn her
to.., full of hupo that they all lull meet <n>
the it-.uri'xltim morn

We shall sleep, but not forever,
’1 lit re will Lv a glorious dawn .
We Ji til meet to part no never.
On the re-urccilion morn

Drummond, 1 cb 1st J E Tiiuua-.
MARSHMAN. I hive the (ufnlul duty

of rtcoiding the death of our Bru liwiil
”d it d,man, id Brim (late td S Australia)
He w i. taken ill with typhoid fiv<i, and
riettr lined to rally, but in nbo.it two
weeks after I .king to hi . bed he pasted
aw vy We have the joyful a - urance from
hi. hi. ii> it all 1. wdl rm lie 1.1. p 1 . 1
iiwayund'i very try mg cm um-.tam c .. In
’.i- ter vvifr.tiiddr.il Mifh riii;; In .11 the ..line
di’>.i ••it the ■ ante hnir, and to whom the

shock mint be very severe, indeed. We
tender to the bereaved ones our deepest
sympathy. and commend them to the care
of our loving Father, who has promised to
ba a father to the fatherless, a husband to
the widow. Bro Marshman was treasurer
of the church at Brim. He was always
present at the laird's table, where he car­
ried the emblems of a Saviour's love from

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Taradalc, per Bro. C. G. Lawson, £x;

Surrey Hills, per Sister Cust. 13/9; South
Yarra, One Penny per week contribution,
£1 ; Hawthorn, per Sister Kelford, £1/9/3;
Brighton, per Sister Male, 6/-; Bro. and
Sister Chapman, Gordon, 7/6 ; a Sister,
Swanstoo-st., £x ; Bro. J. Gilmour, Tai-
larook, io/-; Sister Gowan. Mt. Clear, 2/6;

hand to hand. We shall miss his form and
his ever cheerful voice much, but we believe
he has gone to where there is no further need
of emblems; where he will see not the
emblems of a broken body, but the glories
of a perfect, immortal body, and shall be
made like him. So our natural sorrow

Bro F. M. Ludbrook, £x ; Bro. C. H W,
£1 ; Lillimur, £3/15 ; Kaniva, £2/15 :
Bordertown, £\; Bro. R. Campbell Ed­
wards, £2'. Collection, Sister's Missionary
Meeting, £x[.\ ; Bro B. Hill, £\ ; Wil-
liamstown, 6/6; Lanccfield, 7/-. £20/16/8.

ANNUAL COLLECTIONS
gives place to bright and glorious hopes.

G. H. Browne.
Brighton (additional), £”1/2/9; Geelong,

‘5/- P/I7/9-
□ URGE. —In full assurance of our Divine

Master's promise, that they who walk with
Him in this life shall also walk with Him
in eternal life. Sister Sarah Burge, wife ot
our honoured Brother Wm Burge, finished

Amount previously acknowledged, £87/
16'5, making total for annual collection:.,
£89'14,'2.

357 Swanston-st., W.C. Tlttmooun.
Melbourne. Treasurer.

this life's pilgrimage of 6j years, at her
residence. High-street. Wedderbum, on the
2ist ult In her v.c lose, for a season, a
sister who.c fellowship was, through many­
years. faithful and true, a prudent, loving
mother, and a devoted wife, who has praise
of all who knew her as a consistent doer of
works worthy of her Christian profession
Sister and Bro Burge were baptized in
CounterJip Chapel. Bri >tol, England, in the
year 1851, and remained in communion
with Baptist congregations until 1861. At
that time they and two other baptized
believers, living here as ociated in worship,
became acquainted with Bro. J W. Cosh,
ol South Australia, who brought under their
notice the •• Haibinger," and other writings
<>l British and Amcricrn brethren and urged
them to take a public stand on Bible teach­
ing Very soon they perceived their true
position and responsibilities. In cheerful
response to their cry for help, our late Bro.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND.
Receipts to 30th January.

Bro. Paul Aurisch, Berwick, 5/ ; John
Howard. Carnsdale, N. S. W., 5/-; Bro.
Shepherd, Pt Albert, N.Z.. per J. Pittman,
£« ; Church. Alfriston, N Z. (July Co!.),

| £*  ■ (B) Miss McCullough, Warrnambool,
96; Sister Hurle, Malvern, 10/-; (B)
Dunedin Tabernacle S. School, per Sister
Thompson, £2/8/1 j ; (B) Doncaster S S.
Col. Boxer, 9/10J ; Collingwood, collodion
by Sister Rowles, 8/-; Kanaka Fund, per
SA. F.M. Committee, £30; Polkcmmctl
colledion by May Butler, 6/-.

MACALLISTER FUND.
1. Porter. Meredith, to/-; Mrs Charmm,

Berwick, 2 A Friend, i/-; Mrs. Hart, 5 -;
Uhurch at Kyabram. 4/.; Brer Well, 2 -.
Bro luck, 2 Church at Yarrawalla, 4/-,
Snter E Jerrems, 3/.: R Smyth, to,'--
lotal, £2/2/.. 7

D Wilder and the beloved Bro. Geo. Goudic
came to Wedderburn, proclaimed the gos-
jxd to large assemblies, and established the
church, which (or years afterwards was
Cherished and encouraged without money
and without price by the Maryborough
brethren, conspicuous among whom were the
much c teemed Geo Hesketh and J r,
I-tlng As an inducement to those who

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED.

Himgood.
‘pplication to him

1 ’n cy<E,AKIol

Oldfield. H ar comb. I Giln
r ‘T,”' lo/-; " J,n

Mn*.  Eastlake, Duckett, WI
J .T •’aul. Rofe

; Barnett, :6/-;
lour, E Good

vvifr.tiiddr.il

