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And we all do fade as a leaf; and our in­
iquities like the wind lake us away."—Is. 64: 6.

AUTUMN leaves, beautifully tinted,
of varied hue, with shades of col­
ouring which baffle description, at
this season, with every gust 'of

wind, are shaken from their parent stem
and strewn in parks and gardens, streets
and footwalks, alike. The season’s fruit
has been, or is being gathered in, and soon
only the naked branches will remain, silent
witnesses of a season’s joys and sorrows.

Than this, is there a more appropriate
season for quoting Shelley's lines in the
“Ode to the West Wind"?

<> wild west wind, thou breath of Autumn's
being,

Thou, from whose unseen presence the
leaves dead

Are driven, like ghosts from an enchanter
fleeing,

n u,1d black, and pale, and hectic red,
ance-stricken multitudes! O thou

T> ' • char*°test to their dark wintry bed
p "d,l|’cd seeds, where they lie cold and low,
bach like a corpse within its grave, until

“nne azure sister of the Spring shall blow
(h .el*. cla,’ion o'er the dreaming earth, nnd fill
'^jvmg sweet buds like flocks to feed in air)
1VI11 ” hues and odours plain and hill:

,.' sPirit, thou art moving everywhere;
AadCS r°ytr “nd Preserver; Hear, oh, hear!

"e cannot forget the closing thought, O
If \w w,nd’

inter comes, can Spring be far behind?"

fade'0 pH0!5’161 reminds us that, “We all do
win\aSia 'ea^: anc* ollr iniquities like the

1 take us away.”
frailty of man.

lie-q''1 -as yesterday we saw the leaf buds
.stron.l,'iln’’ to l,reak forth; then came the
and r .f tfro"'ing leaves affording shelter
th-dav U^e *° '’’rd and an'mal alike, while
' Tello * ^USl wind. and we see them,
red,” ,antl Wack, and pale, and hectic
"nd'crf a"lnff to the earth to be trampled
t'arib "'"‘t and to mingle again with mother

1 he little cycle is complete. In

Autumn Leaves.
H. J. Patterson, M.A.

this there ought to be to all men a constant
reminder of the brevity of life. “What is
your li fe ? For ye arc a vapor, that appeareth
for a little time and then vanisheth away.”
And that which James uses in a special
application to the rich man may be used in
a general sense: “As the flower of the grass
be shall pass away, for the sun ariseth with
a scorching wind and witbereth the grass:
and the flower thereof falleth, and the
grace of the fashion of it perisheth.” Even
the length of days allotted us is but three
score years and ten. Many of us before
our time “Do fade as a leaf and our iniqui­
ties like the wind take us away." Great
national disasters, wars and earthquakes,
pestilences and famines impoverish the life.
Vices innumerable, carelessness and ignor­
ance, poverty of mind and heart are as a
strong and mighty wind before which
thousands fall. There is with us a con­
tinual autumnal season.

Blind impatience of some.
"But. what a mess in the streets and on

our paths. Nothing but nasty, horrible
dead leaves. Why this sacrifice? Where
is the hidden reason for these millions
slain? We may make a twofold answer.
First—This year is but one of many such,
and in the spring the sap is required for
another re-creation: fruits for man and
thick foliage as protection from the sun.
So, there must be a conservation of energy.
a preparing of the way and a sacrifice is
necessary. Second—The millions slain
become a sweet fertiliser of the soil from
which is again borne upward the life­
giving stream. Is there not a beauty in
the sacrifice, and a consequent glory in the
autumnal season.

We cannot forget the many who, in the
autumnal season of life, have made the
sacrifice that others might live. Physical
and mental powers were consecrated to the
service of God and men. They were con- 

servers of energy and strength to a nation,
and whose lives in death are such sweet fer­
tilisers of future generations. Let our
blind impatience give place to worship and
praise of the God of all creation.
Fruit which the leaves betoken.

These leaves speak loudly and insistently
of the fruit produced on the parent stem.
Vine, apple, peach—all tell the same story,
unless like the fig tree of Scripture which
Jesus cursed, there be a hypocrisy in the
life. There is a possibility of no fruit in
spite of the beautiful leaves. Are church
attendance, well-dressed bodies, fair
speech, good intentions all that we can
show? Let not all the energy go to leaf
lest the Master come and say, "Cut it down,
why cumbereth it the ground?" Has he
considered your life? Perhaps he is say­
ing. “Let it alone this year also . . .
and if it bear fruit thenceforth, well: but
if not, thou shalt cut it down." “Herein is
my Father glorified that ye bear much
fruit.”
Naked branches.

Apparent death, but only apparent. The
life is still in the tree. Naked, branches
alone are not a sure sign of death. At the
proper season the tree shall bud and blos­
som again. Thank God I The death of
the body is not the death of the man. There
shall come a springtime, a re-creation, a
resurrection. O God. “if winter comes,
can spring be far behind?"

But in the winter of God's judgment we
stand stripped of all pretension. Has the
life been worthless? Has there been fruit
gathered in? God knows and you know.
It is now autumn and winter conies on
apace. In this autumn season, when leaves
are falling about us. let our text remind
us that we all do fade as a leaf: and our
iniquities like the wind take us away.
Whither? For what purpose? With what
glory ?
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To-day Melbourne expects to have the
privilege and pleasure of welcoming Their
Royal Highnesses the Duke and Duchess
of York. There will be a repetition of the
greetings and demonstrations of loyalty
which have been given in other States. All
sections of the community will join in the
welcome. The King’s son, as the represen­
tative of His Majesty, who himself was
enthusiastically received in Australia on
the occasion of his memorable visit, will
be certain of a loyal reception, and for
his own sake also he will have a warm
welcome.

There seems to be no doubt that the
charming personality of the Duchess has
evoked the special enthusiasm of the peo­
ple. As has been said: “Her petite figure,
her arresting smile, her singularly gracious
manner, and her rare taste in dress, have
won all hearts and given her a place in the
general good-will.”

By the royal visit the bonds of Empire
will be strengthened. The Duke himself
has said in response to an address: “I join
with you in prayer that our visit may be
the means of strengthening the ties of sym­
pathy, understanding and affection which
hind together the oversea dominions and
the mother land." If this be the result.
then the expense and trouble of the visit
will be abundantly justified.

The churches will join with other bodies
in presentation of addresses of loyalty and
welcome. Even if these.be “taken as read,”
it is yet well that the expression be made.
The President of our Conference will have
the honor of presenting an address on be­
half of churches of Christ.

Love of country is a good thing, as is
the recognition of kinship and the depend­
ence of us all upon our fellow members in
an ordered society for our proper develop­
ment and advancement. It is only when
patriotism leads to an undue depreciation
of others, when nationalism is so held as
to he incompatible with love of humanity,
that there are evil results.

It is well for us to recognise our good
fortune in having such a Royal family as
ours. Look beyond the past century and
consider the Jives of many of the sovereigns.
and then see how happily situated we are.
For a pure court, for the example set by
those in high places, we may well return
thanks unto God. I f the apostle, knowing
the calibre and character of the men wield­
ing kingly power in their day could pen
such words as “Let every soul be in sub­
jection to the higher powers: for there is
no power but of God. and the powers that
be are ordained of God,” and could give
the exhortation to “honor the king,” with
how much readiness to-day should we give
heed to their word. It is our pleasure, and
not merely our duty, to join in the Com­
monwealth welcome to the King's represen­
tatives and the “ambassadors of Empire.”

“Ambassadors of Empire
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Seeking the Old Pat^
“Seeking the Old Paths” does not i

the way to progress, research and i„J bar
gation. On the contrary it broadens^n
human horizons, illuminates all fieid al1
knowledge, and enables the adventu °f
pilgrim soul to become a partaker of*?
divine nature. So Newton is cryi„» ■
naphire, "I am thinking the thoughts of

But is not the questing spirit that dare
lea.ve the beaten trail the unit o.f <jr(2
epochs and eras in the history of the race*
Did not Christopher Columbus and the nil
grim fathers leave the old paths? By no
means! Under God, they made the great
adventure. Alexander Black says
“Columbus was a radical in his geography
but a conservative in his navigation. A
radical toward the old maps, but a conser­
vative toward the North Star. I sym­
pathise with radicals until they curse the
compass.” I feel like reminding the radi­
cals that some things like gravitation are
here to stay, and the conservatives that
nature has a process for things that stop
growing.”

The great souls of human history, whose
pioneering blazes all highways of progress
and discovery have, almost without ex­
ception, been men of faith whose fellow­
ship with God gave them inspiration and
vision while they worked in “the good
way." The brethren of “The Way,” as
thej' were called in the first century, walk
hand in hand with the infinite intelligence
and love that guides the worlds in their

Bible for Princess Elizabeth.
South Wales Branch of

Foreign

orbits and the stars in their
courses. The fine reward of
such a quest is deep rest
of soul. To lose the
trail is to find unrest and
despair.

“Come to our class,” said a
University student of Chicago
to his companion, “and "e
will fill you so chockful of the
higher criticism that you woo
believe anything," and 1
chortled with glee. ‘
laughter." indeed, that
joices with iniquity, ra
than the truth.” It is descri e
in the Book of Wisdom ’•
"the crackling of thorns
der a pot," and it is
fool dog in the baggage
who chewed up where ’e
going.” i

Keep the trail. Brot
Only the voyagers of
paths can say, “I h'10'' ' pCr-
1 have believed and ■
suaded that he is able t
that which I ha'e „3jnd
mitted unto him, jn
that day.”—Lloyd Pa^:itijii
the "Californian
Collegian.”

the
Foreign Bible Society

the Duke and^ D.ufh^
oi tuiiv a copy of t--~ ” p *•
bound in maroon morocco, for 1 nncess
Elizabeth. The Bible was enclosed in a
beautiful casket made of N.S.W bean
wood with a silver kangaroo on top. ine
inscription in the Bible reads:

“Presented to H.R.H. the Princess Elizabeth.
with earnest prayer from the British and
Foreign Bible Society N.S. Wales Auxiliary, in
commemoration of the visit to Sydney of 1 heir
Royal Highnesses The Duke and Duchess of
York, March 28. 1927.”
The following charming letter accompanied
the gift:—

March 28. 192/.
My Dear Princess,—

Willi many other tokens from Australia you
will receive this copy of Holy Scriptures during
happy story-telling nursery days. The Bible
contains the oldest and most wonderful stories.
Stories, of the world and who made it; of the
peoples of the world and why they live; of
flowers and why they are so beautiful; of birds
and why they sing; of stars and why they
twinkle so merrily; of lions and camels and dogs
and dragons; of big fish and tiny fish. But the
best -story of all is of a King, great and kind,
and the Friend of every prince and princess.

That this Bible may speak to you of the hea­
venly King, we ask you graciously to accept our
gift.

THE BRITISH & FOREIGN BIBLE SOCIETY.
Sydney.

B. BENTLEY,
General Secretary.
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many of the churches, the

Scriptures the effects of his
more intelligent and rational.

and often in the
followed became unduly

disposition to unemotional

be an extensive one.
are the outcome of
“Holy men of God
by the Holy Spirit.”
the original writers

 j, which is taken to
mean that the Holy Spirit moved them to under­
take their work, that he furnished them with
special knowledge of things they did not pre-
viously know, that he called to their remem­
brance that which they had seen and heard, and
had been taught by Christ, that he directed them
in the right choice of words to write according
to the will of God. but that he left place for
the writer’s personality, characteristics and style.
In the absolute, authoritative and infallible sense
the Holy Spirit has furnished no revelation since
the sacred Scriptures were given, not because
of a limitation of his power, or a limitation of
the extent of his work, but because of the ful­
filment of his purpose. Hence we understand
them to be the last will and testament of Jesus
Christ, and the authoritative revelation by
means of which Christian truth is to be tested.
It would be conceded that, not in the same way
as the Scriptures were inspired, he has inspired
men to preach sermons, and write books that
illorifv God and help men. and to write hymns
that stir the soul and lift it nearer God. and in­
spires poets to write and artists to paint, For
the Scriptures aver that “The natural r^'"
cciveth not the things of the Spirit of God;
foi they are foolishness unto him: neither can
he know them because they are spiritually dis­
cerned ” And these arc spiritual things.

The ministry of tl.e Holy Spirit is extended
tn the sphere of human conversion mid sancti­
fication. In the first of these, conversion, Jesus

according
operations were   „ M
they denied that the Spirit was in any way
answerable for the multiplying sects, and for
the religious confusion, and affirmed that he is
the Author of law and order, 'lhe denials, while
right, and the failure, in some instances, to
follow their affirmations to their logical con­
clusions, were largely responsible for the mis­
understandings which prevailed, and which have
existed so long.

An attempt to explain the possible grounds
of misunderstanding, and a recognition of er­
rors which once existed, in some instances, does
not effect in the slightest degree, the actual
position held by these churches. Neither does
a presentation of the position imply that they
alone of all the religious bodies, now stand on
Scriptural ground in relation to the Holy Spirit.

These churches believe profoundly and rever­
ently in the personality of the Spirit. There
is only one sure and infallible guide to religious
truth, and that is the Word of God. In that
Word no doctrine is more definitely taught than
the personality of the Holy Spirit. For our
present purpose it is sufficient to call attention
to the fact that in the New Testament the Spirit
is spoken of as a divine Person, with all the
divine attributes of personality. In the mind of
our Lord himself, the Holy Spirit was thought of
as a Person, for, when speaking of the Spirit,
he always applied the personal pronouns “he”
and “him.” In the Gospel of John, in the Acts
and in the Epistles are attributes and activities
ascribed, and functions exercised which can be
connected only with personality. The Holy
Spirit is found both in the Old and New Testa­
ments, not only as a personality, but ns a
divine personality exercising all the powers and
perfections of deity. And as a divine Personal­
ity, with a divine office to fulfil, he is operat­
ing in this Gospel age of grace, or age of the
Spirit.

It is recognised that the field of lhe Spirit’s
operation must necessarily
The Scriptures themselves
the Spirit’s inspiration.
spake as they were moved
Inspiration is affirmed of
and writings of the Bible, 
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The Restoration Plea and Its Commitments

statement of the position of the
- identified with Hie current plea for

restoration of tile New Testament church
* i nrimitive Christianity, it is necessary that
’ • attitude towards the Holy Spirit should
i 'examined. That lias been made necessary
I aiisc of misunderstanding which still exists
!minds of some sections of the religious
immunity, and which has led to a deal of

misrepresentation. In nothing have these peo-
j. been misunderstood more than in their be-

pf in the person and office of the Holy Spirit.
In the earlier days there may have been ground
for misunderstanding, but for that of to-day
there is no justification whatever. To appreci­
ate the position it is necessary to think back
into the religious conditions prevailing when
the pioneers took the Book of God into their
hands to seek its light and leading on the
subjects they were compelled to face, subjects
which agitated the minds of men because of
the place assigned them by a fallacious inter­
pretation and a false emphasis.

The time is not in the distant past when
lhe most fantastic beliefs were held, and the
most irrational and grotesque performances at­
tributed to the agency of the Holy Spirit.
Against lhe ignorance, emotionalism and super­
stitious fanaticism of that day the Restorers
raised their voices in protest
controversy which
speculative, with a
intellectualism.

At that time, in
Holy Spirit was believed to be the energy or
power of God exerted in the realm of human
affairs, or perhaps, more correctly, an influence
emanating from God. The Spirit, in the 'minds
of a large proportion of the church, was not a
divine entity, but an influence or energy mov­
ing out from God; and this was evidenced by
the fact that in the religious thought of that
day, the impersonal “it” was applied to the
Holy Spirit.

But it was in the realm of the Spirit’s opera­
tion in conversion that the saddest results of
jrror were witnessed. The prevailing idea was
hat the Spirit in some miraculous manner, ut-
criy independent of the word, produced every

Kcnuine conversion: that without previous know-
7 ^lr*st or the Scriptures, independent

o the written or spoken Word, without prea-
>°r or any other agent, lhe Spirit suddenly
ought men to a sense of sin and effected their
koneralion. And lhe more sudden the occur-

en(.C,C’,.an<^ Ino,’e extraordinary the experi-
•I e’ . ,n<)re certainly, it was claimed, was it
vivar°rk °f lhc Holy SP’rit* Ml,ch of lhe.rt‘-
w|ijci1Sni Was characterized by an emotionalism
and ■ t‘^prc}ised itself in physical contortions,
and J11 lna.rhiculate mutterings and groanings,
inc t.?nacl’ons devoid of decorum. In keep-
and e, ^la^ belief, every form of absurdity,
ceple«l'Cr^ ^rakish thing in religion was ac-
Hiincc’ a denial of the Scripturalness of these
power an!oun‘>ng to a denial of the Spirit’s

The ° !ea<Iing*
ing restorers controverted the prevnil-
"as njerThey denied that the Holy Spirit
sonalhy.€i an influence, and affirmed his per-
"ithin ’ Tl °^en they confined his operation
!*ar as h,. limited a sphere as to make it np-
’nsPired his only work was to guide the
*heii kv Wriiers in writing the Scriptures, and
Plan of ,n1lcans of those Scriptures, reveal the
spirit ‘. Val*°n. They denied that lhe Holy
Hie \V<»I\,aci,^0l,.s^y an(i utterly independent of
al»oiil tl?.- Convicted men of sin, and brought
°,,eratc(i V-lr generation, and affirmed that he
?.Cn,vd n,11? c,onversion through the Word. They
i!,(? 'tram?. Holy Spirit was responsible for

,c e<)nvkC .Phenomena associated with many of
rs*ons of that day, and affirmed that
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prepared lhe way for a clear understanding,
when he said, concerning the Comforter whom
he would send: “And when he is come, he will
convict the world of sin, and of righteousness
and of judgment.” And again, “But when the
Comforter is come, whom I will send unto you
from the Father, even lhe Spirit of truth, which
proceedeth from the Father, he shall testify of
me.” In these words is summed up the three­
fold work of the Spirit—reproving the world of
sin, of righteousness and of judgment, and this
by revealing Christ and bearing testimony of
him. Since Christ came into lhe world sin has
had a different centre. For now all sin has
a relation to Christ. The Spirit reveals to man
that his sin is against Christ. He reveals to man
that Christ is the beginning and the end of
righteousness, and that his only hope of right­
eousness is in Christ. He reveals to man that
judgment has already been passed upon him
by the cross of Calvary, that he is already
condemned, because he hath not believed on
the only begotten Son of God.

Since, in a word, conversion is that change
which takes place when the individual turns
from Satan to Christ, aPd is, therefore, a
changed relation to Christ, which persisting unto
the ends, effects his eternal salvation, the Holy
Spirit must, in order to bring about that
changed relation, operate through the Word of
truth, concerning Christ, for the Holy Spirit
has no message save the message of Christ. It
is at this point that these people have been
content to slate the fact, and have refrained
largely from theorising, depreciating any theory
of how the Spirit accomplishes his word as in­
adequate to express lhe whole truth.

The inadequacy of any theory surely is self-
evident. That theory which claims the Spirit’s
instantaneous regeneration assumes as a direct
act on the part of God that which lhe Scrip­
tures affirm is a process in which man has an
active and intelligent part. It predicates par­
don as granted, and salvation accomplished with­
out man complying with any of those condi­
tions upon which the Holy Spirit himself de­
clares, pardon is assured. That theory which
makes lhe Spirit only, independent of any other
agency, productive of conversion, does not ex­
press half the truth. It leaves out that plain
statement of Scripture, which declares that we
are begotten “through the word of truth”; ig­
nores the Word of God. lhe entrance of which
gives light, and allows no place for all those
subjective and objective elements which go to
make any human experience possible. Equally
inadequate and unscriptural is the theory which
claims that man is converted through the Word
alone.

Discarding theories these people are thrown
back upon the New Testament examples as the
criteria of the Spirit’s operation in conversion.
A study of the Book of Acts reveals how the
Spirit operated in lhe conversion of individuals,
and in the conversion of multitudes. In each
case lhe message was the primary factor, brought
into the consciousness of men and women as
the Spirit deemed the circumstances demanded:
to the 3,000 on the Day of Pentecost by lhe
preaching of Peter; to the eunuch by lhe con­
versation of Philip: to Paul by a personal re­
velation of Jesus Christ, and the subsequent in­
struction of Ananias: to the jailor by Paul and
Silas; to Timothy through the Scriptures he
bad known from his youth. These churches
have been committed to lhe position that the
Spirit is in the world to-day fulfilling his minis­
try to the unsaved by reproving them of sin,
because the Bible says that he is; and that he
convicts of sin and convinces in respect of
Christ through the truth, either in the written,
or preached, or spoken word, or in the mes­
sage of song, or some memory of by-gone days,
or through the personality of consecrated men
and women, in whom the Word of God dwells
richly in all wisdom, and all those gracious
heavenly influences which the eternal Spirit
alone can bring to bear upon the intellect, and
affections, and wills of men.
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Victorian Conference.
Owing to the numerous holidays, necessitat­

ing early preparation of matter, we are unable
to give in this issue a report of the Conference.
Following are some of the important matters
concerning which reports were made.

HOME MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.
The financial statement shows that the year

was commenced with a debit balance of £17/10/8.
Receipts for the year amounted £6.632/17/-, and
the expenditure to £7.280/2/-, showing a debit
balance on the year’s work of £647/5/-.

The 1926 annual offering amounted to
£1,322/5/8, of which £14/10/9 has been received
since the closing of our books on February 28.
This shows a decrease of £99/1 '9 on the previous
offering.

The work of the Women’s Mission Bands in

lure, and proposes to spend about £2 500. Help
will be given in the arrangements for th
‘CThcSCresult of the first annual
March Inst year was that £39a was adduMo he
capital funds of the committee, ihe ottering
for this year is not yet all in. but promiseso
be smaller. As the fund grows it will enable
the committee to help churches on more liberal
terms. At present the committee pays cur­
rent rates of interest on most of the tnonej
borrowed, and therefore can only lend to
churches in accordance with its resources. In
the years to come it is hoped that a large fund
will be accumulated by liberal gifts from the
brotherhood, from which assistance may lie
given churches to provide themselves with suit-
able buildings on the easiest terms possible.

raising £103/18/- for Home Missions during the
year is deserving of special mention, showing
an increase over the previous record of £24/18/-.
This is not the only evidence (though one that
is very practical) of the sisters’ interest in the
work.

Special mention should be made of a bequest
of £100 received during (he year from the late
Miss Esther Mary Frith, of the North Fitzroy
church.

Much praise is due to the sisters for their
effort to raise the price of the new Home
Mission tent. Our sisterhood will feel that
they have contributed materially to every mis­
sion that is held. The amount raised to Feb­
ruary 28 was £118/4/6.

During the year the churches have added 845
by faith and obedience, 578 by letter, 86 for­
merly immersed, 58 by restoration, a total of
1,567. Losses recorded are 571 by letter, 91 by
death, 849 by roll revision. 20 from isolated roll,
a total of 1,531. Nett increase for the year is
36. Church membership now stands at 12,730.

It is interesting to note that the nett gain
in the Home Mission churches is 147, whilst
the nett loss in the other churches is 111.

The Bible Schools have 11.834 scholars and
1,587 teachers, an increase of 477 scholars and a
loss of 19 teachers. During the year 409 scholars
have been added to the church.

For future work the Committee has planned
a full year of evangelistic work with the help
of the Hinrichsen-Brooker mission party, hop­
ing to conduct missions at Bendigo, Warrnani-
bool. North Geelong, Wangaratta, Brim, War-
ragul and Dandenong. Other centres are press­
ing, many of which present bright prospects.

Bro. Wm. Gale succeeded Bro. Reg. Enniss as
H.M.  organiser, and Bro. A. W. Connor was ap­
pointed by the Executive to Bro. Gale’s place
as vice-president of the Conference.

CHURCH EXTENSION COMMITTEE.
Since 1910 this committee has given help to

32 churches to the extent of £26,945. In addi­
tion, 10 churches were assisted in making bank­
ing arrangements to provide cost of new build­
ings. The amount thus involved was close on
£18,500. Since last Conference the church at
Echuca completed its new building and recon­
struction of existing property, thus giving mem­
bers quite an up-to-date plant and every con­
venience for their work. The whole cost was
£885, towards which the members have liberally
contributed so far £483. At Bendigo a splendid
structure was opened in December last. So
far the cost of building and furniture has come
to £2 336.

Assistance has been given to churches in North
Esscndon and Newmarket to acquire blocks of
land. A preacher’s residence has been erected at
Red Cliffs at cost of about £395. A loan of £1,650
was arranged for the church nt Collingwood. The
church at Thornbury is electing a very fine
buiWintf at an estimated cost of about £2,500.
At Box Hill the church contemplates erecting a
brick building in front of their present struc-

BIBLE SCHOOL AND YOUNG PEOPLE’S
DEPARTMENT.

The year began with a credit of £34/7/5 in
the general fund, and closed with a deficit of
£75/14/6, so that the expenditure exceeded the

A. W. CONNOR,
Newly-elected Victorian Conference President.

receipts by £110/1/11, Sales of kindergarten
chairs and rally material were arranged for
schools as required. In the equipment fund,
from which temporary loans were made to
needy schools, we have an amount of £164/8/2.
I he annual offering, which was taken on May
2. fell far short of expectations; £365 was asked
for, whereas only £268/4/5 was received. This
i'inn *l,e churches are being asked to provide
£J<IU. Uns amount is urgently needed to
square accounts and to make possible a con­
tinuance of the work.

The statistical schedule shows that so far as
scholars are concerned the year lias been a
satisfactory one, though the loss in teachers is

,cr for ret>ret. Lust year we reported
1,597 teachers, this year 1,578, a loss of 19;
scholars, last year 11,357, this year, 11,834, an
v/n.-i?50 Thc ,0,al enrolment is
14,3(18. 109 have been added to the churches
from the Bible Schools.

Tlie following new schools arc reported this
year; North Essendon, 5 teachers and 43
scholars; Sunshine, 5 teachers and 25 scholars;
1 langil, 2 teachers and 25 scholars; Speewa, 2
teachers and 17 scholars; Mulwala, 4 teachers
and 25 scholars.

’I hrough personal visitation and correspond­
ence the organiser (Bro. 1.. C. McCullum. M.A)
has been in constant touch with schools and

2I- >927.

churches throughout the State P..
schools and churches were visited, man, "^llte
more than once; anniversary services I °f ,1,lm
ducted in 23 schools, and numerous Ln.n c°»-
morning and evening addresses were gj.

The two libraries provided by the'?'-
nient continue to help those teachers iMrl-
cers who are unable to attend teacher,?"11 oD'’
cnees and training classes. One of lh con|4r-
raries is used by our country schools lb
by city and suburban workers. ’ lnc oll>w

The scheme of attendance certifie d.
seals .inaugurated by the department ani1
to do good work. c“ntinues

The interest in young people’s organl«..i
and societies within the church continue i
grow. Christian Endeavor Societies Mi«-0
Bands, guilds, gymnasium classes, Ks'p ,
P.B.P., scout troops, tennis, cricket, ’ foothm
basketball—all continue to do good work n
State Scribe of the K.S.P., Mr. It. B. McKcnz'
reports the formation of 7 new K.S.P. -u/'1,
P.B.P. chapters during the year, making'in Vi.
toria 58 K.S.P. and 16 P.B.P. clubs, with a n
proximate membership of 909 and 919 respec­
tively. Out of this number 35 K.S.P. and 37
P.B.P. clubs are connected with churches of
Christ.

A
DEPARTMENT OF SOCIAL SERVICE.

The year has witnessed great progress. ..
part-time organiser (Bro. W. H. Clay) has been
appointed, and an office has been secured and
furnished. The organiser has been assisted
by Misses Reeves, Peyton and F. Hall as typists,
and Bren. Hendry and Burden, the latter as as­
sistant secretary. More than 2,000 letters were
sent out for the year. By the kindness of
Burnley church, and officers, a much-needed im­
provement has been made at the depot. The
Women’s Conference Executive has also agreed
to co-operate, and the committee is now able to
meet the demands of the brotherhood. One
week recently 250 garments were received. Mrs.
C. Gill is now sister-in-charge. In the office a
different kind of work is being carried on. Hun­
dreds of people, mostly’ members, have visited
it in search of help. Employment has been
found for over 40 persons.

Of migration work the committee reported as
follows:—Migration promised much but has bee®
disappointing. The authorities at the
end are without doubt to blame. In Novcina-r
last we cabled through the Y.M.C.A., our agent*
requesting that some 40 souls would arrive
in February, but not one lias arrived up
present. We had made arrangements to P
these families. Names of intending m b,
have been before us for more than
months. Three families have arrived du
year and' have been comfortably J5 .. J
young man has been baptised and is sen unj.
one of our country churches. Severn • •• s
men have been placed, but in three * iiurcli.
from 50 to 150 miles from our ncxircst nCllt
We have been advised by our S.S. L*1Ployed-
of England, that one million are u 0
An earnest plea is made that we •
our hearts to our brethren overseas. state
welcome advice from the brethren
who are willing to place the .u(cc

In a great many ways the; cor1 pr0.
helped in social reform, notablj
hibition movement. ...hiect ot, ?

At a successful lianquet the s“ J On fipt
home for the* aged was ‘hscussco.
occasion £401) in cash and prom • ■ ,(|p fl_
on the spot. The amount is no . (juc *
of which is in hand—promises t« -tlic^
August. The committee reporlcc . , jng 0h
will undoubtedly be something done
year.” t or infr‘

Forty-eight churches had sent one
contributions. Some give a ,non, !'i oni‘”n‘
offering, some quarterly, some a
periodically, some have given an 0 .
at a special meeting such as an «nnnL

(Continued on page 250.)
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The Position in China.
The Edit01*’ “Australian Christian.”

Dear Brother.—
In your issue of March 31 there appears an

rtorinl on “Our Missionary Work in China.”
C< As one of the converts who has been brought

among you and who is also greatly interested
•IP the Chinese Nationalist movement, I read
"our article with great interest; also the report
'f our American brethren who are members
f the Commission which was sent to China to

investigate the missionary work there. That
Commission’s report which was presented at
the .Memphis conference says in its concluding
remarks that “it is no time for retrenchment or
the reduction of budgets. Such action is
similar to the abandonment of a strategic posi­
tion on the eve of victory.”

For that Commission, after visiting China
during her struggle for freedom and liberty, to
come to such a conclusion as far as missionary
enterprise in my country is concerned, is cer­
tainly encouraging, in spile of the fact that
the daily press is constantly reporting anti-
Christian activities in China: all your readers
will no doubt be very pleased to read it.

The reason I take (he liberty of writing to
you, is the first part of your article in which
you mention the news from Nanking and Shang­
hai, which states the attack upon the foreigners,
and the consequent shelling of the attackers*
position; also the landing of the British and
American marines to rescue their countrymen
made the position a most serious one. After
mentioning that you rejoice to learn that
nearly all were rescued, you proceed to slate
that “apparently dreadful deeds were com­
mitted,” and the position in Nanking and
Shanghai is still very grave, etc.” I presume
that your information re the actions of the
Chinese people at Nanking is copied from the
secular press, which rightly or wrongly is in
duty bound to support England in her past
and present actions in the far East.

As one of the leaders of the Australasian
Chinese Nationalist Parly, and knowing the in­
formation we received from our headquarters
•n China, concerning the latest developments, is
authentic, I feel it my duty to question the

J ‘the Nanking 'tragedy. You state
at ‘apparently dreadful deeds were done,” but

pl rePlying to the false accusations of the
owers, Mr, Eugene Chen slates that for each
jopcan killed in Nanking, over one hundred

’ nese were slaughtered at the same time. Mr;
1' Cl;* ,n Protesting against the bombardment
Ihoud an(l American warships, said that
kill > 11 f°Ur lo s’x foreigners were reported
theCf’in-n^ n^,out s*x wounded, on the other hand
Kuril. nnCSC casuaHties amounted to thousands.
cow as rcP°rle<l by the daily press, the Mos-
of It r?vaa’’’ announcing that the trade unions
kinL/|Ssiutsenl £12,000 to Shanghai for the Nan-
Ainer>,.°,n ,ar<bnent victims, also states that “the
to nii-Can and English squadrons shot Nanking
that and by that act destroyed all faith in
tion ieg,,ne of which the Imperialistic civilisa-

‘s so proud.”
of Chi? a’,s^c humanity is drowned in the blood
Policy KfC 'von.,cn and children. Where is the
affairs* non‘>nterference in Chinese internal
cili2en‘ c *las ended in the death of Nanking
is a ?evcn thousand Chinese are dead: it

I fedTh’1' achievement.”
as the 1 su.cb an important religious paper
Press nr l,slral>an Christian” should not accept
Relieve «i°^at'an(ta as gospel truth, because we

l0 ?e St*cular newspapers are only attempt-
aRainst J, Ut*ncc the mentality of the people
M<| hv.1c Chinese Nationalist movement. We
Jny alley. ?'l,atever may be the actual facts of
King, th.. ,aassacre of the foreigners at Nan-

1,01  be really known in detail
Cv_ ,1,ac’ Taking the report from both

eight-thinking man will come to the

a few foreigners

Thousands of • innocent Chinese

Delusion Hint ns Xou sny, “apparently dreadful
nm|dpWi-re, Just inin8*ne big American
and English battleships turning their 14-in and
16-in guns on to Nanking city,, which is thickly
populated. Thousands of innocent Chinese
must have been slaughtered, and according to
tile latest press reports, only '
were killed.
41 ^,”ar,*can brethren Commission’s report
that the Chinese converts arc faithful to Chris­
tianity is quite true. I may add that even Dr.
bun 1 at Sen on his death bed requested his
family that they should bury him according to
Christian riles. Two-thirds of the members
of the first Chinese Republican Parliament were
nominally Christians, but I have no doubt that
a number of these men have now turned anti­
Christians, and in my opinion, the reason for
this change in altitude is undoubtedly on ac­
count of the treatment meted out to the Chinese
nation by the so-called Christian nations which
include England; and also the inconsistency of
ail religious leaders.

I think that the time has now arrived for the
church dignitaries, both Catholic and Protestant,
to come out into the open and define their al­
titude towards the grave situation in China.

They can’t be balancing on the top rail of the
IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII1IIIIII11IM

THE CROWDED LIFE.
What is this life if, full of care,
We have no time to stand and stare?
No time to stand beneath the boughs
And stare as long as sheep and cows.
No lime to see, when woods we pass
Where squirrels hide their nuts in grass.
No time to see in broad daylight.
Streams full of stars, like skies at night.
No time to turn at Beauty’s glance
And watch her feet how they can dance.
No time to wait till her mouth can
Enrich the smile her eyes began.
A poor life this if, full of carc,
We have no lime to stand and stare.

—W. H. Davies.

mythical fence all the time. They should re­
member what the well-known poet says, “Let
•justice be done though the heavens fall.”

To pul it briefly, the whole Chinese situation
may be summed up as follows:—Here is an an­
cient and civilised nation composed of no less
than 400 millions of people who have hitherto,
through adhering to the ancient teachings of
their own philosophers (Confucius and others)
have lived peacefully among themselves and with
their neighbors. During the last hundred years
or so the Western powers have compelled her
to accept the opium trade, which we all know
is harmful to her people. They have taken
control of her seaports and customs, and made
her sign no less than 136 treaties all unequal.
and of which Great Britain has over 80. Now
the Chinese Nationalist Movement, which was
out into motion by our late leader Dr. Sun Yal
Sen is striving very hard to have these treaties
revised, as we feel that a nation with any self-
respect cannot continue to submit to such in­
justice. . , r it

Quite a number of the members of the
Chinese Nationalist movement also belong to
the Christian faith, and we often feel dis­
appointed nt the altitude of the churches whose
lenders are constantly preaching to the (.hinese
people the ethics of Christianity such as
“Do unto others, as you would he done by.
“Think not only of yourself, but of others as 

well.” Yet we find that with very few' excep­
tions the leaders of the churches are afraid to
come out into the open. I would not like to say
that they intentionally refuse to define their
attitude in accordance with their profession, by
influencing their respective governments to stop
the present preparations for war, but we do
say that they are unconsciously supporting im­
perialistic empires and bolstering up the “while”
nations* superiority.

Do they know that in addition to the unequal
treaties which their governments have imposed
upon Chinn, that during the last 2 or 3 years,
Chinese men, women, children and students
hasc been mowed down by machine guns, both
at Canton, Shanghai and other cities, simply
because the students wished to have a peaceful
demonstration against the above treaties by way
of parading in the streets? We are afraid
that the Nanking bombardment by British and
American warships will intensify anti-foreign
feeling in China and will eventually compel
the Asiatic races, including Soviet Russia, to
take up defence against the military force
that is now being demonstrated by the Chris­
tian nations. Eminent scientists say that the
next world war will be more terrible and more
barbarous than the Great War. 1914-1918. May
we ask, Do the churches and their leaders
desire to see another world catastrophe? If
not, we say it is high time they used their in­
fluence with their respective governments in
such a way, that they will refrain from exhib­
iting such force as they are now’ doing on the
coast of China. The “Hands off China” move­
ment should not be left to the Labour Parties
in Great Britain and Australia. I understand
that the Labour movement composed of Trades
unions, communists and I.W.W. Parties con­
tains men who are even anti-Christian: but
even they have shown humanitarian ideals by
endeavouring to prevent their governments
from warring with China. “They say things
they will not do; they do them.”

On the other hand we find the leaders of
Christendom with all their teachings refusing
to lend any support to such an important move­
ment as the “Hands off China” is. “They say
they do things; they do not.”

China as a nation took part in the world
war, as one of the Allies, and her representa­
tive at the Versailles Peace conference sup­
ported the late President Wilson’s “fourteen
points”; one of them is that any nation should
be allowed to carry out the principles of self-
determination. The League of Nations is a
grand institution, and China as a member is
striving hard to bring’ ’the dispute between
Great Britain and herself before the League.
but to our surprise she was refused a hearing.
the flimsy excuse being that she is now engaged
in civil war.

In conclusion I wish tn say that I write this
letter with the best intentions on behalf of
the Chinese Nationalist Parly as well as the
Chinese brethren of your churches. I hope
that it is not too late for Great Britain and
other interested powers to retrace their steps
by stopping the fever of war preparation; and
I cannot help but think that the Labour Party’s
leader, Mr. Ramsay McDonald, and those in
Australia who pre endeavouring to persuade
Britain to give China her dues, arc doing a
great deal for humanity, and if the church
people have a spark of Christianity in them,
they should not hesitate to give their support.

I remain.
Yours tn Christ.

Samuel Wong.

We welcome light on the situation in China.
and have no hesitation in allowing Bro. Wong
to stale his view of the position. Our regard
for him as a Christian and as a distinguished
representative of his country makes easy our
compliance with his request for publication.

The few prefatory words in our article to
(Continued on page 250.)
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MARCH OF THE DRINK BRIGADE.
Commander M. Burry, of the Salvation Army,

Toronto, writes to the “Montreal Witness”: “I
thought I would send you ‘The March of the
Drink Brigade,’ which I cut from the ‘Ram’s
Horn,’ probably over thirty years ago, and came
across the other day in one of my old hooks.
The Editor remarks: ‘It is safe to say that in
all parts of the world 500 lives arc destroyed
each day directly or indirectly by the drink
curse.’ ”
Evermore, evermore, homes and hearts sundered,
March to the Valley of Death

Daily five hundred.
Onward the Drink Brigade, victims of legal trade,
Into the Valley of Death,

Daily five hundred.
Forward the Drink Brigade.' Is there no man

' dismayed?
Yes, fora Nation knows someone has blundered.

Useless to make reply, useless to reason why,
Theirs hut to drink and die;

On to the Valley of Death
Daily five hundred.

Saloons to the right of them, Saloons to the left
of them,

Saloons all round them. Pitfalls unnumbered.
Bound by a fierce desire, lashed by an inward

fire.
Haunted by demons dire, abandoned and

hungered;
Stormed at with scorn and curse, little they

reck for worse,
Swarming the jaws of death, choking at hell’s

hot breath.
Senseless they fall in death

Daily five hundred.
Once they could God invoke, ere their will

power was broke,
Felled by a traffic's stroke, licensed by Christian

folk.
Now heaven’s hope sundered.
Back on the reeking air, sounds forth their dark

despair.
Echoes their soul’s fierce prayer,

Daily five hundred.

I couldn’t get away
I paced
‘Jimmie,

(Jill, UIIU -.-V -------- - , . .
the matter?’ I conlden tell her, but went

“I have come to have a talk wi J er. I want
Io tell 'ee something that’s happened to me. Do
’ce mind talken about some’nt one afternoon.
That first laid hold a me.
from it—kept me awake at night.
the room, and when my wife said,
what’s till.- iiiauv* ♦ * —.... -- — - . ■ . . .
off to work, and down in that pit, in that dark
corner, I gave my heart to God, and I wanted 
ye to know it.”

The change in that miner’s life was mani­
fest not only to himself. The home was trans­
formed. Little comforts now possible were
seen and enjoyed by wife and 'children. In­
stead of visits* to the “Red Lion,” cottage ser­
vices were held in Jimmie’s tiny house, to the
joy of all the family.

To' show his appreciation, one evening he
brought to the village something wrapped in a
huge handkerchief, and, meeting Jme in the
street, asked if he might walk with me, as he
had something he wanted me to have. Soon
he drew out the gift from under his coat, and
there, in the street, gave me a most perfect
specimen of a fossilised fern-leaf he had found
that day when getting coal from the pit.

Jimmie is only one of many such splendid,
kindly, generous, reformed lives in obscure
places and cramped conditions.-

IF ALL THE SKIES.
If all the skies were sunshine,

Our faces would be fain
To feel once more upon them

The cooling plash of rain.
If all the world were music,

Our hearts would often long
For one sweet strain of silence,

To break the endless song.
If life were always merry,

Our souls would seek relief
And rest from weary laughter

In the quiet arms of grief.
—Henry Van Dyke.

ONLY A MINER.
When first I knew him he wore the usual

muffler and cloth cap, and was a frequent visitor
at the “Red Lion.” But then, what else could
he do in those long evenings in that dull vil­
lage, when, tired of the cramped, tiny house he
called home, he must while away the hours in
some way?

Jimmie was hail-fellow with all his pals, n
favorite, for he was kindly disposed and genial.

We met first in an unlikely place—at a har­
vest festival in a small country chapel; but
who can say he was not led there by some
irresistible power?

After a chat at the close of the service, he
was invited to a men’s meeting held on Sun­
day afternoons. After the surprise of bein'
noticed and spoken to. he promised to be there
the following Sunday, and kept his promise, Io
the surprise of the conductor.

My experience has been that if these men
give their word they keep it. The miner needs
knowing and trusting.

Jimmie became a member and regular atten­
dant at the men’s meeting. Soon self-respect
took possession of him. and the muffler gave
place to collar and tie, the cap to a Sunday-
going hat.

What I want to tell is of something that
took place one afternoon before the men as­
sembled.

To lom, who had been sulking, his mother
exclaimed wearily: “Why can’t you be a good
boy?”

“Well, mother, I’ll be good for sixpence.”
Mother: “For shame. You ought to be like’

your father, good for nothing.”—“Watchman-
Exam inen”

UNSPELLABLE.
An Irish gentleman in Mayo, being ill, wrote

to his doctor: Dear doctor,—Will you come
and see me? I am destroyed with gout. And
bring some gout medicine with you.—Yours, etc.,
Martin Finnesty.”

The doctor arrived with the required medicine,
and asked the usual questions. He said, “You
wrote to me and said you had the gout, and
told me to bring you gout medicine. It’s not
the gout you have at all—it’s rheumatism.”

Ah, dochlor, dear, faith an’ I knew that as
well as you do yerself, an’ I would hev said so
m me letter, but sure there was not wan in
the house that could spell it 1”

MUCH BETTER.
“You have me down for four songs. . Don’t

you think my turn would he improved if °nc
were omitted?” “Yes, twenty-five per cent.
better I”

April 21, Rty.

The Family Altar
- ------- J.C.F.P. -------_

Monday.
Thou art my lamp, O Jehovah: and i

will lighten my darkness.—2 Sam. 22- oq “'“h
"O Lord, who by thy presence hast mn.u »

The heat and burden of the toilsom >
He with me also in the silent night C d°5’’

Be with me when the daylight fades
Reading—2 Sam. 22 r 1-28. “W

Tuesday.
And the three mighty men broke thrnn.i, ..

host of Hie Philistines, and drew water "
the well of Bethlehem, that was by the ,
and took it, and brought it to David- buf l’
would not drink thereof, but poured it out , .
Jehovah.—2 Sam. 23: 1G. unl°

■•Did David look upon that water as nrcti.,.
which was got nt the hazard of these men'
blood, and shall not we much more value th *
benefits for the purchasing of which our Saving
shed his blood?” '°“r

Reading—2 Sam. 23: 8-23.
Wednesday.

And Zadok the priest look the horn of oil
out of the Tent, and anointed Solomon. And
they blew the trumpet; and all the people said
Long live the king. 1 Kings 1: 39.

“Hereby they declared their concurrence in
the choice, and that he was not forced upon
them, but cheerfully accepted by them. The
power of a prince can be little satisfaction to
himself, unless he knows it to be a satisfac­
tion to his people.” Every Israelite indeed re­
joices in the exaltation of the Son of David.”

Reading—1 Kings 1: 5-8, 32-40.
Thursday.

And there came of all peoples to bear the
wisdom of Solomon, from all kings of the earth,
who had heard of his wisdom.—I Kings 4: 34.

“Let those who magnify the modern learning
above that of the ancients produce such a trea­
sure of knowledge anywhere in these latter ages
as that was which Solomon was master of; yet
this puts an honor upon human learning, that
Solomon was praised for it, and recommends
it to the great men of the earth, as well worthy
their diligent search.”

Reading—1 Kings 4: 21-34.
Friday.

And there was neither hammer nor axe no
any tool of iron heard in the house, while
was in building.—1 Kings 6: 7. , .,

Sir Walter Scott, commenting upon Heginai
Heber’s poem “Palestine,” which secured
prize in that year’s college competition,
marked to the author when he had finishe
ing it to him, that “in the verses on Sol01' .
Temple, one striking circumstance hatI c I
him, namely, that no tools, were use
erection. Reginald retired for a lew m
to the corner of the room, and rcturnc
the beautiful lines:— ..ng,

“No hammer fell, no ponderous axe fai,ric
Like some tall palm the mystic

sprung.
Majestic silence,” etc.

Reading—1 Kings 6: 1-14.
Saturday. t . . and

Hear thou in heaven thy dwell ing-P ’30.
when thou hearost, forgive.—1 King

“God of pity, God of grace,
When we humbly seek thy lace,
Bend from heaven, thy dwe

Hear, forgive and save.
Reading—1 Kings 8: 1-11, 54-0—

Sunday. . scCn al!
And when the Queen of Sheba ha • t],a

the wisdom of Solomon, and the n •
he had built, and the food of his
the sitting of his servants, and the ai pp
of his ministers, and their appnre’.
cupbearers, and his ascent by whicli i p<>
up unto the house of Jehovah; there
more spirit in her.—1 Kings 10: 4,

Reading—1 Kings 10: 1-13.
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Prayer Meeting Topic.
April 27.

THE UNION WE PLEAD FOR.
(John 17: 20-22.)
F. J. Sivyer, B.A.

[ 1920 Denn Hart, of Melbourne, presiding at
Hjntcr-church Conference on Social Service,

an.. “Until we reach the consciousness of the
^ii ’of disunion, our conference -will be in
51 n” **1C leaders of all
religious bodies would admit with equal can-
?iir the sin of perpetuating the divisions that
exist in H’c Christian church.

That Jesus prayed for the union of all be­
lievers none can dispute. Many seek to justify
(lie present divided state of the church on the
grounds that Christ prayed not for the organic
but for the spiritual unity of his church, and
that the church is spiritually united. A glance
al the petition shows that both aspects arc con­
sidered: “that they all may be one; as thou,
Father, art in me, and I in thee, that they also
may be one in us’’—this gives the spiritual
side, but Jesus went on to state what the
natural outcome of such a spiritual unity would
be—“that the world may believe that thou hast
sent me.” No fusion of religious bodies would
be worth much unless it had a spiritual union
as its basis.” But if the spiritual bond is
there to the extent that Christ prayed that
it might be, then a very real manifestation of
it would be the consequence.

The church in apostolic times was by no means
perfect, but its spiritual and organic unity and
its consequent effectiveness cannot be doubted.
Il is for a return to that high and healthy
condition of unity that we should pray and
work. That unity manifested itself not only
in the wearing of the Christ-honoring name, and
the holding of a simple but divinely-revealed
creed, but also in the positive and powerful
preaching of a dynamic Gospel.

History shows that the church has .been in
all ages victorious in some measure, yet her
influence in Christian lands has been vitiated,
and the rate of her missionary progress has
been considerably lessened by reason of un­
holy, unseemly, and unnecessary division.

The practical question comes, How can these
divisions be mended and the unity restored?
I he task is a tremendous one by reason of the
ong-slanding and deeply-cut nature of these
divisions, and we might well despair but for

1C ^’membranee that the church is the Lord’s,
an“ il is written “the gates of Hades shall
jot prevail against it.” The Editor of “The
ntish Weekly” recently declared that the

vunion of the church would be likely only
lab S°niC l*,nc catastrophe. “It will
Un?.Pacc .’n °I)t-*dience to some mighty and
sec n/lnaus impulse in the hearts of those who
j. ”r who would sec him in the face of
are *S J Not “without shedding of blood
nia«icSUC1 lIn’ons formed; and for men and for
bni St.Si nien what is the shedding of blood
tram, !• Sllrmounling of prejudice, and the
Riding down within us of sinful pride!”

cataopap? he ’s right; for something like a
nun f°P sccms necessary in order to awaken
hi thr/0111 Allowing the customs of centuries.
Lord niCan"’hile, as a people, we owe it to the
rc.Cx ‘ . 1° the Christian world to constantly
bcrii)ii,Une *<our position” concerning the
to innirCS an^ Question of union in order
bindL.rs,,rc that we are doing nothing to

n > cv<?rything to help answer the
bray f la<Ie hy our Lord. We must not only
KraC(? T nnd preach about union, but by the
“f oUp ,.o.ur conversation and the consistency

’'ing commend union to others.
"i h ~

l°Sfcs "h° *s 011 the straight road never
way.”—sir Wil ford Lawson.

Our Young People. **
~~ Conducted by Leslie C McCallum. M.A —

NATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL CONVENTION.
. lhe first Sunday School Convention represent-
ing the whole of lhe Australian States was held
m Sydney from March 29 to April 1. Every
State sent delegates, Queensland and South Aus­
tralia sending especially large delegations.

lhe gathering was held during the slay of
the Duke and Duchess of York in Sydney, so
the city was gay with light and color. Greet­
ings from the Convention were sent to lhe
Royal visitors, and a gracious reply was received
which expressed the wish that the Convention
would achieve the success which lhe work it re­
presented so richly deserved.

Three sessions were held daily. The morn­
ings were devoted to the consideration of the
various matters presented in the report, the
afternoons were given over to practical demon­
strations and discussions of Bible School work,
while the evening meetings were of an in­
spirational nature.

A fine spirit of fellowship and goodwill char­
acterised the whole of the proceedings. It
was a rich experience to meet with so many
people who were vitally interested in the work
among our young people. The various aspects
of the work discussed brought to light much
that was encouraging, while it also showed that
the work of Christian education is yet in its
infancy.

One outcome of the Convention is that a
National Sunday School Council for Australia
has been formed who will make application for
affiliation with the World’s Sunday School
Council.

Mr. John McKenzie, of the Presbyterian Wel­
fare of Youth Department (Victoria) is National
President, while Mr. Goyen, of the same depart­
ment, will carry on the work of secretary until
a permanent appointment is made. The next
National Convention is to be held in Mel­
bourne about Easter time, 1929.

THE CHALLENGE OF THE BIBLE SCHOOL.
The Bible School is one of the most remark­

able organisations of the modern world. It
is a far cry from the schools founded by Robert
Raikcs in 1780 to the Bible School of to-day;
yet Robert Raikes must be regarded as the
founder of the movement. From a lowly be­
ginning it has grown until to-day there is in
the Protestant world alone over 30,000,000
scholars and workers. The opportunity pre­
sented in the Bible School challenges lhe church
To a Broader Vision.

The Bible School is the whitest part of lhe
church’s great white field. Here is a most
prolific field for evangelism. One writer has
said, “The Sunday School is the gold mine of
lhe church. The preacher and the church have
put into its development 10 per cent, of lhe

Ormond (Vic.) Kindergarten.

church’s income, 10 per cent, of lhe time of the
I’nslor and lhe membership, and it has yielded
90 per cent, of lhe members and workers of lhe
church.”
A Greater Faith.

The church must believe in the Bible School.
Il is unfortunate that the two organisations, the
church and the school, should ever have been
regarded as separate entities. So long as there
is a “great gulf’ fixed between the two, there
will be some bad accidents on both sides. The
Bible School presents to the church a unique
opportunity for leaching and training young
people in spiritual things. After thirty-five
years of service in the Bible School the late
Marion Lawrence said, “lhe more I see of the
world and of the Sunday School, the more highly
do I prize the work that is being done in our
schools. The church that believes in the Sun­
day School is the church that will receive most
benefit from it.
A Greater Consecration.

The word “consecration” has many shades of
meaning. Among such meanings is the thought
of giving oneself to, or of devoting oneself
to that which is good or holy. One of the
greatest, if not the greatest need that faces the
work among our young people to-day is the
lack of leaders. If our young people arc to
be won and held for Christ and his church, the
church must be prepared to provide the leaders
necessary to accomplish this task. The Lord
Jesus cannot command big situations with little
people. May the church provide for this work
men and women of broad vision, great faith and
whole-hearted consecration to the Lord Jesus
Christ, and the harvest will be sure and certain.

ENCOURAGING RESULTS OF BIBLE SCHOOL
WORK.

The most encouraging results in any church
should be those resulting from the young people.
There is such a freshness of spirit, a whole­
hearted faith, and an energetic desire to be up
and doing—these always give encouraging re­
sults when properly directed.

A kindergarten lol came home and a little
later complacently remarked, “Jesus is coming
to my place on Tuesday” Upon enquiry as to
her meaning, it was found that she thought
Jesus lived on earth to-day. and would come
and see her when she wanted him.

He was very real to the little one. This is
Hie case with the many thousands who attend
our kindergartens. He is a living personality
to them.

A Bible Class existed whose teacher was much
worried because when he first formed the class
many of the members danced. After some
months together, and the leaching of Chrisl-
prineiples for life, dancing was reviewed. The
class with many a hard struggle decided to
leave dancing alone. They did so. Two years
later, without an exception, the class was filling
acceptably, the positions of teachers and officers
in that school.

Some teachers in a Bible School were down­
cast. They desired to give up their classes as
their work seemed useless. Just at that period
several of their scholars made the good con­
fession. The teachers were uplifted, and car­
ried on their tasks with lighter hearts.

Many more incidents might he related, but
these must suffice. Where can more encourag­
ing results be found than the way our schools
are filled? Large kindergartens many child­
ren accepting Christ as Saviour, development in
• he characters of our young men and women, and
the faithful work of consecrated teachers.—C. P.
Hughes, S.A.
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Missions
Conducted by G. T. WALDEN. M.A. HE

CHINA.
The world at large is now getting a pretty

clear view of the issues out here. Great Britain
is singled out by Russia to receive damage in
her business and influence in China. This
was promised us long ago by Russia. We be­
lieve the British Government is actuated by
the friendliest feelings for this country, but
it is realised that the game is to involve us
in greater difficulty here. However, our rulers
have shown wisdom and restraint. To us on
the field, it would seem as if we had given up
a lot and got nothing. It is a hard business
to yield to such force as was brought to bear
on the situation at Hankow. It has to be re­
membered that at that time there were hun­
dreds of missionary families and many busi­
ness people in the interior, and their position
might have been very difficult. As it was.
much suffering had to be endured by many in
getting away. This was especially the case
where the South had already come into pos­
session. The unions of workmen and students
made things difficult in many cities; policy has
doubtless directed the movements of our peo­
ple to the coast from West and North-west
China. These were unmolested in their travels.
Our Government has handled the evacuation
matter in a thoroughly efficient manner.

The troops sent here are very smart in ap­
pearance and draw out the admiration of all.
The chairman of the Municipal Council, an
American, told at a big gathering the other
day how he felt when they began to arrive. He

socialistic doctrines before any *»nilar-'. J0*"
appears; then, after the troops, comes the op
portunily for trouble by unions.

Then, the light is not a clean, one issue one
Held fight. There is the big problem of the
North-west to face. The "Christian’ general
is there, ami is said to be in league with UK
South. The aim is to link up and drive iron,
there against the Manchurian forces recently
advanced to meet such a menace to the North­
ern cause. Wu Pei-fu, the former famous
leader of troops, seems to have been weakened
through some of his generals disagreeing, hence
Chang Tso-lin’s (Manchurian) forces have gone
into Wu Pei-fu’s sphere in the province of
Honan. Thus the North has to face enemies
on all fronts, except the North-east and East
(as far south as Ningpo). They still hold the
river Yangtsze as far West as Nanking (where
the railway connection is maintained—on the
other side of the river—with North China).

The above points may give some help, I hope,
in picturing the present situation. It is still,
as you will sec, far from settled. By the time
you receive this, the situation hereabout may
have completely changed! I hope you can fol­
low the geography of the movements.

W. M. Cameron.

VICTORIAN F.M. ACKNOWLEDGMENTS.
Jan. 1 to Mar. 31. 1927.

Churches.-*--Hampton, Id. per week, collected
said. “Thank God they have come!” This gentle­
man has been speaking out plainly lately on
the need of co-operation of all the countries
involved. American marines are in harbor but
not landed (except for marches). The Japanese
have landed troops, as also have Italy and
France. Our men continue to arrive, and to­
day the famous Coldstream Guards came ashore
to billets. They marched through the principal
streets during the afternoon.

As the Southerners reach a place and “lake”
it (usually made easy by some general with
troops going over to them) the usual tactics
are resorted to. The labor unions get to work
and the students parade, and all older ways of
doing things arc suddenly thrown out and the
new Russian style put into operation. When
a place has foreign business interests, such as
at treaty ports, then looting is often indulged
in. Our navy is engaged at the coast and river
treaty ports to assist our people if and when
the need arises. The Southern influence is
now spreading down the river from Hankow,
past Kiukiang and has, within the past few
days, reached Wuhu (these places are marked
on all school maps, and may be picked out
easily), where the navy bad to see to getting
women and children on board a merchant
steamer. An American naval ship also took
part in this work.

At present the South is working for a hold
on Shanghai territory, and it is supposed that
the troops of that side are pressing on three
fronts in our direction. This place, being the
biggest business centre having foreign trade,
is the big plum to be picked out.

Opposed to the South are the newly-arrived
and famous Shantung provincial troops, and
they hold strong positions opposing the ad­
vance of the South. The troops previously
defending us hate been moved elsewhere, and
these pure Northerners have replaced (hem. A
stern struggle is now on between (he North and
the South in this neighborhood. The tactics
used by the South, inspired by Russia, are such
that the people are well soaked in extreme

by Sister Hamilton, £2/2/-; Chinese, Id. per
week, 18/-; Bendigo, per Dup. Env., 5/3; .More­
land, Id. per week, per Sister Anderson, £2;
Oakleigh, for Hueili Hospital, per Bro. Ander­
son, £8/10/-; Fitzroy, Gore-sl., Dup. Env., 9/G:
Bambra-rd., Dup. Env., 6/3; South Yarra, col­
lected by Miss Graham, £2/7/7; Hartwell, Dup.
Env., £1/12/9A; Box Hill, £1/18/-; Newmarket,
£1/8/41; Sunshine, 1/4; Kaniva, Dup. Env.,
£1/4/1; Swanston-st., Dup. Env., £4/10/11; Nth.
Fitzroy, Dup. Env., £5/8/-.

Dhond Hospital.—P.B.P., North Richmond,
£1; C.E., North Richmond, £1/6/-; Sister Ren-
free, Ballarat, 10/6; P.B.P., Glenferrie, £2/8/9;
B.Sm Foot sc ray, £2/1/-; K.S.P., Footscray, £1/5/-;
K.S.P., Malvern-Caulfield, £1/13/-.

iMembers.—“Gratitude,” Thornbury, Hospital,
China, £1; Mrs. Landells and Family, Coburg,
per Box, £1/3/3; “A Sister.” Surrey Hills, Hueili
Hospital, 10/-; “A Few Friends.” Oakleigh, Hueili
Hospital, £8/10/-; Mr. E. A. Coleman, 1/-; Mr.
J. E. Shipway. 2/6; Mr. W. H. Clay, £1; Mr.
R. L. Williams, £1/1/-; Mr. E. L. Williams, £1;
Mr. F. N. Lee, £2/2/-; Mr. D. E. Pittman, 10/-;
Miss E. Dixon, £1; Miss E. Preston. 10/-; Mr.
G. N. Glastonbury, 10/-; Miss E. Barrett, £3;
Mr. R. Storey, £1; Mr. and Mrs. A. T. Stevenson.
10/-.

Miscellaneous.—C.E., Dandenong, £2/17/6;
Scholar, Ascot Vale B.S., 8/8; Ladies’ Auxiliary
Boronia, for Native Evangelist. £21; Scholar.
Coburg B.S.. 3/6; C.E. Societies, 16/-; “A Frien (
of India’s Babies” for Milk Fund, £3; Mrs. E
Hovey, Native Teacher, £22; Church and C.E.,
Merbein, China Hospital. £1/18/8.

Orphans.—Ascot Vale Kindergarten, £1/1(1/-;
B.S.. Doncaster, £6; B.S., Bendigo, £2; Women’s
Mission Band, Brighton, £3; Mr. W. Cust, £6/6/-;
B.S., Box Hill, £6; Women’s Mission Band, Car­
negie, £4; “Gratitude.*’ Thornbury. £6; Mrs.
Kelford’s Girls’ Class. Prahran, £1/10/-; Brigh­
ton Girls’ Club, £6; Mrs. J. Sharp. £4; Surrey
Hills Ladies’ Guild, £6; Brim B.S., £6.

Gra t e fill ly ack no wled ged.
—R. Lyall. Treasurer.

April 2i,

COMING EVENTS.
APRIL 24 and 26.—Ascc

Bible School Annivcrsar;
3 p.m., Bro. W. Gale; 7
son. Bright singing bj
ment by scholars on Tin
at 8 p.m. All wclconu

APRIL 24—MAY 22,-PIan to be present
Monster Tent Mission at Fairfield park tllc
mencing April 24 and continuing tin Mn??'
Interstate preacher, Bro. G. Tease.
Baker, song leader. Prayers and co-oi>er,pJ’
of sister churches solicited. 1 allon

APRIL 30.—League of JOY. On Salurl
afternoon and evening, at Surrey Hills* .
Hall, a “Sale of Gifts” for missions will be■ 1 d?
Friends everywhere are invited to h«i
“Bring a gift and buy a gift.” Our object is in
help with the much-needed hospital in Wei
China. Come on Saturday, 30lh, from 3 t0 9J0
and help us send JOY where the need
greatest. G. Luke, President.

MAY 1 and 3—Gardenvale Bible School An­
niversary. Afternoon, at 3 o’clock, Bro. Pater­
son, from Ascot Vale; subject, “Bridge Building?
Evening, at 7, Bro. A. L. Gibson. Tuesday, 8
o’clock, Social Evening. Distribution of Prizes.
Chapel, corner Pt. Nepean-rd. and Aslin-st., Gar­
denvale. Members from sister churches are
welcome.

MAY 1 and 8.—Esscndon Bible School Anni­
versary. Something special. Excellent speak­
ers. Bright singing and music by orchestra.
You are welcome. Services to be held in chapel,
Buckley-st. Come.

MAY 1, 8. 10.—Brunswick Bible School Anni­
versary Services, Sundays, May 1, 8, Bright
singing under Mr. Ross Pearl. Morning, after­
noon and evening of each day, Bren. T. Fitz­
gerald. R. P. Clark, S. McLean, N. Rigg, V. Griffin,
W. J. Way will speak. Dinner and tea provided
for visitors if so desired. Write Mrs. W. Jenkin,
24 Warburton-st. Tuesday, May 10, at 8 p.m.
Children’s Demonstration. Good programme.
Tickets, adults, 9d.; children, 6d. All meet­
ings to be held in church building, Glenlyon-rd,
East Brunswick.

>t Vale Church 6fC11 .
y Services
» ■■••• Bro H
' scholars. p', aller-

IN MEMORIAM.
WURFEL.—In loving memory of my dear

mother, who passed away on April 26. 1910.
A tender chord of memory is sadly touclie

to-day,
And never will the one I love from mem .

pass away. n
—Inserted by her loving son,
Warrnplmabeal. —

FOR SALE. -
Table Potatoes, 5/- 4 cwt., 9/- cwt., aa

Emerald. Cabbage, Cauliflower plants ir
2/- 100 posted, 1/- 100 on rail. Winter (]af.
seedlings mixed, 1/6 bundle posted. . o/gjoz.
fodils. Tulips, Freesias, I.xias, Watsonia , -
posted. Order fruit trees, shrubs, roses, .
and berry plants for winter delivery- ‘ ‘
ingale, Nurseryman, Emerald, ic-

WANTED. g00d
Woman, strong, no encumbrances, c

housekeeper and cook, to look a t() cjiy.
couple, good home and wages, c pjtzr”-'-
Apply J. W. Baker, 65 Alfred-cres., M”'

WHY I BELONG TO THE
CHURCH OF CHRIST.

By A. R. Main, M.A.
A Neat Thirty-two Page PampW'1’,/g;

Single Copy, 2d.; posted, 3<i- 12 cop '
50, 6/-; zoo, io/-.

AUSTRAL PUBLISHING CO^pi
528, 530 Elizabeth Street, Melbourne.
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Here and There.
51

—J
T,„.«<lav th*-- following telegram reached us

011 South Australia:—“Wehb-Lanipshire inis-
nctville eleven confessions to date; at-tf^ood-rippett.”

. Victorian Women’s Conference Executive
•ii meet in the hall. Swanston-st., Friday, May

''1 . 2jjo prompt. Speaker, Mr. A. W. Connor.
Ml sisters cordially invited.

Uro. Beg. Enniss reports that Mrs. Enniss,
Iola and he himself arc all well and having
*ood time. An interesting travel letter from

our brother appears in this issue.
On Tuesday we received the following tele-

tfram from Bendigo, Vic.:—“Amazing interest
conclusion Hinrichsen-Brooker mission; 121 con­
fessions; £280 thank-offering.—Streader.”

We learn with pleasure that Miss Bessie Wood­
bridge, one of our faithful church members, re­
ceived her M.A. degree at the recent Melbourne
University commencement. Miss Woodbridge
has had a very line University course, and has
also secured her Diploma of Education.

Dr. .John L. Brandt announced that on Friday
night last, near our Conference place of meet­
ing, he saw 16 men staggering through drink.
He had not during many years seen so many
drunken men in the United States of America.
In America many children of ten years or more
had never seen a person under the influence of
liquor.

At Hopkinsville, Kentucky, U.S.A., Bro. and
Sister Horace Kingsbury are engaged in happy
service with a church of about 900 members.
Word has been received that their son, little
Leslie Lyall Baker Kingsbury, has confessed
Christ, and will be added to the church. He is
an active member of the Junior Christian En­
deavor Society, and frequently takes small parts
in their services.

The Victorian Conference Picnic at Wattle
lark on Monday last was an unqualified success.
lherc was a splendid attendance. The efforts
°f the picnic committee were crowned with suc­
cess. A varied programme of sports attracted
yge numbers of our young people, whose in­
crest never flagged. The mission tent pro-
med shelter for those who wished a quiet rest.

fPi?VaS ? day of innocent pleasure and
c owship. The picnic committee deserves
eeial thanks. Its work will help to hold
r Joung people for the church.

ortf111**11*' ^’cl°r,an Conference, W. H. Clay,
had0I|!Str °r ^lc Department of Social Service,
Sister ? J?’easurc of announcing that Bro. and
ouslv Vt Mah°ny, of Balwyn church, has gener-
Sj( ‘ o!*c‘red to donate ten acres of land as a
ters °rQ .nies f°r °ur aged brethren and sis-
the Sce*nU that the Committee reported that
beinc *n V Bas alreatbr been promised (£163
by * 111 *land and the promises to be redeemed

would appear that ere long a
land ti bc ma<Ic with the work. The
on th<.°nalc^?s Beautifully situated in the hills
ence ln,ni Olinda to Monbulk. Confcr-
for n,p?cial,y thanked Bro. and Sister Mahony

hc,r generous gift.

,,rcscnk.°i^O?'^nK Paragraph is from the reports
“The Ju0 our ,Ncw Zealand Conference:—
We uoul i Istical tab,c «» not as complete as
rclm.j. ' have liked, owing to some church sec-

h’tv i11?1 sc*n(Hng in their returns. This is
Hit tali!?1 1 our eommittee is not responsible.
•ions Ik-0 / •’"■** *Bat there have been 177 addi-
[”<at civ* llb an<l obedience and 36 by state­
rs Uen ngia lo,al of 21;L Against this there

a loss of 20 by death and 312 by re­

vision of roll. Churches show an increase and
a decrease for the year. We have also tried
to obtain the average number attending the
Lord s table each Sunday, and the total pre­
sented is 1,308 out of a membership of 3,023.

“The Christian Evangelist” (U.S.A.) of March
0 records the death of Mrs. Angelina Miller

KCllems at the age of 80 years. She was the
mother of nine children, four of whom died in
infancy. Her husband died January 19, 1913.
It was a source of never failing gratitude and
satisfaction to her that she was able to give
three sons and two grandsons into the pastoral,
evangelistic and educational work of the Chris­
tian church. Her oldest son, David C., taught
in the Bible College at Eugene, Ore., for 21 years.
While on a year’s leave of absence he was
stricken with black smallpox and died January 3,
1923. Two other sons, Nathaniel E., and George
B., have served the brotherhood many years in
pastoral and evangelistic work. Jesse Kcllems
and Homer Kcllems, grandsons, arc also actively
at work in the evangelistic field.

We have received copies of “Hollywood News”
and “Hollywood Daily Citizen,” California,
U.S.A., giving accounts of the warm welcome
accorded by Hollywood Christian Church to the
preacher, S. J. Mathieson (“Dr.” Mathieson as
the established American custom has it), his
wife and children, on their return from their
holiday visit to New Zealand. One of the
papers puts the matter thus:—“Paul Revere had
‘nothing on’ the resourceful leaders in Holly­
wood Christian church who had planned so com­
plete a welcome for their pastor. Dr. Samuel J.
Mathieson, at his home-coming from New Zea­
land.” “Dr. Mathieson gave two addresses, tell­
ing of his experiences in his four months’ ab­
sence, during which he gave 47 addresses. He
said that everywhere they wanted him to tell
about the effects of prohibition in the States,
and he told them that while not a perfect sys­
tem, conditions were enormously improved by
the Volstead Act. Next they wanted to hear
about Hollywood, and he said that it is a city
of beautiful homes, of ideals, and of
vision. ‘Oh, but I am glad to be back,’
he exclaimed.”

We get strange inquiries sometimes. A bro­
ther asks two things. First, he inquires as to
what should be done with a church officer who
allows a card party and dance in aid of a local
hall to be held in his house. It amazes us to
be told that any deacon should act thus. Of
course, what should be done is first to tell him
lovingly but firmly of the harm his action will
do. If he persists, then he should certainly
be relieved of his position as deacon. A good
influence and reputation are essential qualifica­
tions for the office. The second inquiry is: “Do
vou think it nice to see the members immedi­
ately they slip out of the church door light up
their cigarettes?” No, certainly not. We arc
not given to the manufacture of new sins, see­
ing there are already so many genuine ones, and
thus we have not called smoking sinful; but it
is not fitting that people smoke in church build­
ings or in the precincts. We believe, however,
(hat as a rule it is only thoughtlessness which
is the cause of the offence; for on the occasions
on which we felt we must have a gentle word
with those who erred against good manners they
took the word in good part, and desisted from
the objectionable practice. A kind word in this
case will probably suffice.

Under the heading of “A Familiar Voice.” the
American “Christian Evangelist” prints the fol-

i,iwiiiL»‘- “A line from John L. Brandt, who is
now with the Swanston-st. Church of Christ,

Melbourne, has the old ring, and it is delightful
to hear it again. After telling that his work
is opening up nicely, he says: ‘This is a great
city with many schools and churches, but alas.
the saloons on many corners with their unholy
smell and old topers hanging around I Have
seen mothers taking home drunken boys, and
wives their drunken husbands, and women drunk
here till my heart is sick of it. It is an outrage
that so many evil reports come here about pro­
hibition in America; it is a propaganda of lies.’
We are in the midst of a great conflict in this
country to make prohibition 100 per cent suc­
cessful. Brandt’s presence and voice would
be a mighty help. But who knows but that he
was providentially sent to Australia at this time
to help in the temperance struggle there as he
helped here? When we have made the victory
complete, as we are doing rather rapidly now,
every temperance worker in the world will take
new’ courage. There are no greater issues be­
fore the church to-day than the destruction
of the liquor tryanny and the abolition of
war.”

The Auditorium, Collins-stn Melbourne, was
W’cll filled on Sunday afternoon last, when Bro.
Ralph Gebbic preached the Conference Sermon.
J. E. Shipway presided, W. H. Clay led the song
service, and a choir under the leadership of Bro.
Tippett rendered anthems, soloists being Miss
Edna Bagley and Bro. Reg. Hayward. An offer­
ing was taken on behalf of the Preachers’ Pro­
vident Fund.” The “Argus” gave the follow­
ing outline of Bro. Gebbie’s helpful and spiritual
address on “We Would See Jesus”:—Jesus Christ,
the risen Lord and Redeemer, said Mr. Gcbbie,
was the supreme need of every soul. To see
more of him must be the burning aim of his fol­
lowers if success be desired. The answer of
Jesus to the request of the Greeks gave his es­
timate of humanity. Calvary, and God. In the
coming of the Gentiles Jesus saw’ the first fruits
of the mighty harvests that were to be his
from the whole world. Hence his exclamation,
“The hour is come that the Son of Man should
be glorified.” He sought his glory in the hearts
and lives of humanity. The attainment of
spiritual character in the individual was the
basis of Christ’s glorification. Spiritually-
minded souls Were to be gathered into congrega­
tions, and in the aggregate form the church,
which was his body. Christ would find expres­
sion and be glorified through the church. This
manifested itself in service rendered to all men.
in loyalty to the high ideals of Christ, and in
“giving diligence to keep the unity of the Spirit
in the bonds of peace.” Through the church,
Christ would reach out to the last man on earth.
His ultimate glorification would come when “the
kingdom of this world is become the kingdom
of our Lord and his Christ: and he shall reign
for ever and ever.” Only by way of Calvary’
could Christ reach his glory. Not only was the
cross a propitiation for sin, but it was a power
for the energising of the redeemed to the highest
service, and illustrated the principle that
animated the richest life. In seeing Jesus we
learned what God meant to man. As the bur­
den of sin-bearing weighed upon Christ’s mind.
he turned to God in prayer. Immediately the
answer came from heaven. The purpose of the
prayer had been abundantly realised, the depres­
sion had passed from his soul, and, conscious
of victory, he turned his face to the cross. To
glorify Christ on earth was the great motive of
Christian service. Service to be worth while
often involved sacrifice. Sacrifice was easy to
the soul living in the presence of God. The
call of the present was not for lower, but higher
standards of Christianity. Here was the chal­
lenge to all true men. “If any man would come
after me, let him deny himself and take up his
cross and follow me.”

ADDRESS.
F. R. Dinning (secretary Wampoony church.

S.A.).-—Mundalla, via Bordertown, S.A.
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The Position in China.
(Continued from page 245.)

which our correspondent’s long letter purports
to he a reply were not in any way intended to
be, nor were at all in fact, an indictment of the
Chinese people or a criticism of their national
aspirations. One wonders how the above letter
could be considered either a reply to or a refu­
tation of what we wrote. Clearly Bro. Wong’s
letter shows the position to be “very grave.”
Does he indicate that not very dreadful things
were done? On the contrary his letter would
magnify the dreadfulness. We do not think
that the Chinese people as a whole, or their
armies, are inflamed against Christians; but it
is quite evident that missionaries are not ex­
empt when anti-foreign feeling is aroused.

For ourselves we pray most earnestly that
there will be no war against China nor any
forceful aggression against her. We believe

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

The illness of .Miss L. Redman was deeply

"Missionary candidates were r'I>or!c<l
Imv—“Twelve voting people were in trainingit Glen Iris. Sister I- Bryant has commenced
the nursing course nt the AuMui . ‘Jics ‘nt’
Bro. 11. Davey continues Ins medical stl dies nt
Adelaide University. The 1927 college yea
opened wit li ten students registering ns
sionary candidates.”

For the Conference year 1926-/ lie total re­
ceipts from all sources amounted to W.Hl/i/a

s April a, ,
1 ’^7.

including the balance from previous
of £119/8/8. or a nett total of £3 G“2’,?'«tctn
year’s amount was £3,172/1/11, ’ t'/)13/L 1?
ment was gratefully made 'Of 10"ie,|?
executors of late Sister Miss Frith, an,| , from
tributions received irom nil church.. 1,150 con
hers. For the -^Overdraft HeductiS”11 ""m-
£133/6/2 was contributed towards out 1 pund.
Victoria of £625, and it was hoped t '1Uola for
balance if possible before Conferee sc
ings were over. Lncc meet.

£pttC___________ ^K>K=ZXOIC= -AOk ■■■■
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that no foreign power or combination of powers
can keep China in a position of subservience.
That she may become united with a single,
strong and righteous government and so take
her place amongst the first nations of the
world, is a thing most desirable. The wrongs
she has had to • endure in the past will, we
trust, never be repeated. The humiliations of
extraterritoriality and exploitation should be
gone for ever. China should be allowed to work
out her destiny without interference. It does
not therefore follow, of course, that a foreign
power can be expected to refuse to protect its
citizens who are in China engaged in legitimate
pursuits.

We glady insert Bro. Wong’s letter without
committing ourselves to agreement with
remarks. and
authorities.
to consider
Empire, and
to the dicta

the accuracy of his
Why it should he wrong

the statements of the press
right to render an immediate assent
of a Moscow journal is not quite

We earnestly hope and pray for
a peaceful .settlement and trust that in all the
nations—for there is need in all—there may
be a greater acceptance of the principles of him
who came to be the Prince of Peace and in
whom there was no racial prejudice.—Editor.

tion, in
maj ’
Blood.”

“Hear
beseech __ _____
Spirit, vouchsafe to bless and sanctify boTh us
and these, thy gilts of bread and wine, that
they may be unto us the Body and Blood of
thy Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ, to the end
that, receiving the same, wc may be streng­
thened and refreshed both in body and soul."

> nil. n . a. n . nunipii.?* •» r
who acted as the Bishop’s clinu

1 tour by mo"
ission siiuiui.s of
The first si*1*™1',

. ,-e in
grass was so high in one 1
had to be made t|ic
- - • • ■ ■ -as spen m "

■ ------- taking Un’ ,0£
1, and a»le

Victorian Conference.
(Continued from page 214.)

FOREIGN .MISSIONARY DEPARTMENT.
Tiie report summarised our Federal work con­

ducted amongst the Chinese in Australia and
in China, India and the New Hebrides.

Of tlie work amongst Chinese in Victoria it
was reported that it has been well maintained
under the leadership of Bren. Chin Bik Fung
and Kwaan Young Man, who are fine prea­
chers and highly esteemed by their Chinese
brethren. Owing to the absence of the evan­
gelists in other States since the end of January,
local brethren have been faithfully leading
the church in worship and preaching the Gos­
pel. Two Chinese have united with the church.
Bro. Kwaan Young Man is not supported by the
Federal Board, but by the Australian Chinese
churches. Bro. A. G. Saunders was appointed
superintendent of the mission. Good work
has been accomplished by Sister A. Baker,
the energetic secretary, and her band of tea­
chers whose work is not in the glare of the lime­
light; they earnestly strive to bring the Chinese
citizen to a knowledge of the Light of the
World.

In the old Prayer Book there is not a shred
of possibility of reading into the paragraph
transubstantiation, consubstantiation,' or any
other change of the bread and wine, but in
the alternative use transubstantiation sticks on
the very surface. There is an absolute contra­
diction between the doctrine of these two para­
graphs in spite of whatever the Bishop of
London may say. The very thing, for denying
which the martyrs of the English Reformation
laid down their lives, is now to be foisted on
to the church in a way which savors of an
solute want of straightforwardness. Lot
who hold fast the truth as it is taught in
Word of God resist to the uttermost this
turn to the superstition of the dark ages.

MOTOR TOUR IN AFRICA.
The Anglican Bishop of Mombasa, nccom

panied by Mr. W. J. W. Rainpley, a J w
sionary,
and chaplain, recently went on
from Nairobi to the mission stations
Tanganyika Territory.
reminded them that they were in the
Africa, for the grass was so 1
that a survey L.«« L- ------
could go on. The first night was
Ford car in which they were ma-
Wild animals such as zebra, hyena,

MISSIONARY BOOKS AS “BEST SELLERS.”
The great demand for the proposed new’

Prayer Book indicates that “best sellers” are
not necessarily confined to novels or even to
books of rather scandalous reminiscences. Even
the demand for missionary literature to-day is
exceptional. Dr. Stanley Jones’s “The Christ
of the Indian Road.” has run through twelve
editions, while the biography of “Mary Slessor
of Calabar,” by Mr. W. P. Livingstone, formerly
chief sub-editor on two prominent London
evening papers, has run into 100,000 copies.

Mr. Kenneth Maclcnnan, Secretary of the
United Council for Missionary Education,
through which all the chief missionary societies
co-operatively issue many volumes, informs me
that the twenty years’ total output of the
Council’s books numbers 1,693,990 volumes, be­
sides pamphlets and pictures. “Our ‘best
seller.’” he said, “has been ‘The Clash of Color,’
the book primarily, though not solely, for
adolescents, on the color problem by Mr. Basil
Mathews, of which 100.000 copies have been cir­
culated since it appeared in June, 1924, and
it is now in its eighteenth edition. It
been translated into Japanese, Swedish ......
Danish, besides having a special American edi­
tion. Since the ‘Yarns’ series was started in
1913, 190,000 copies have been sold, while in the
same period 125,000 books in the ‘Babies’ series
have been circulated. ‘The Moslem World in
Revolution,’ by the Rev. W. W. Cash, Assistant
Principal Chaplain to the Forces in Palestine
(luring the War, and now Secretary of the
C.M.S., is in its seventh edition, and 32,000 copies
have been called for since March, 1925.”
J also learn that last year 19.000 copies of•- «... . .,pie of a ncw

?. in 

that it needs an impossible stretch of •
tion to say that the same doctrine is lauX0?’
both. The paragraphs are as follow”*Q

“Hear us, O merciful bather, we most humblv
beseech thee; and grant that we receiving . •
thy creatures, of bread and wine, according to
thy Son our Saviour Jesus Christ’s holy inslitn
»>nn, in remembrance of his death and passion

y be partakers of his most blessed Body and
jod.” (Old Prayer Book.) And 5 d

us, 0 merciful Father, we most humbly
thee, and with thy holy and life-giving

Mr. Maclennan’s own book,
World,” were sold.—H.W.P.
“World.”

ANGLICAN REVISED PRAYER
Evangelical Anglicans view with alarm and

distrust the new prayer honk. In a letter
to the Melbourne “Argus,” Mr. W. T. Storrs a
well-known Anglican vicar, writes us follows':—

Dhen the following two portions of the con­
secration prayer in the Holy Communion ser­
vice are placed side by side, it must be seen

The Committee gratefully acknowledged the
valuable assistance of the Bible Schools, Mis­
sion Hands and circles, ladies’ guilds C E
Societies, P.B.P. and K.S.P. clubs’, etc. Their
contributions include support of orphans and
native teachers. Fifty-three young people's
clubs, ele., contributed £152 towards the Dliond
Hospital Equipment and Maintenance Fund.

The Billie Schools were thanked for their
special offering for medical comforts and Christ­
mas cheer among (he children of our stations.
This year 56 schools raised £119.

THE PEOPLE'S BANK.
OWN YOUR HOME — WHY PAY RENT?

HOUSING ACT LOANS.
The Bank builds houses for persons whose income does not exceed

* y<ar: anti who do not possess a house.
Small deposit; balance over 24 J years.
Full particulars at Head Office or any Branch of the State Savings 0

Hud Office: GEO. E. EMERY, ,
139-US ELIZABETH ST., MELBOURNE. G«nw*l M
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rc n common sight, and on one occa-
loP1’’ " beautiful leopard stood on the top of
sio'1 « UI witbjn a few yards of the car. The
an • in tl>c Tanganyika Mission were all
visited in ‘urn-

one occasion the Bishop had to ahan-
()I1|Iie car, which was stuck in a deep gully,

‘‘m, an African as guide, trudged many
“"•? 'in the darkness on foot. In one district

neople had nevcr sccn “ car before, and
110 > ,n excited crowds to examine this new
’.e" „nwnon. Mr. Hampley says: “After see-

[he wonders of Henry Ford, no less than
r i,- women bowed down, touching with their
Mreheads the wings and bonnet of the car.
While they were performing this act of
"leisance, one could not refrain from sounding
(lie hooter, and the ensuing scene can better
be ‘imagined than described.”

PHILOSOPHERS.
Bishop Berkley said in his day that “philos­

ophers first raise a dust and then coinplain they
cannot see.” That is true about almost every
problem of theology and ethics at this time.
The most of our perplexity is created by our­
selves. Wc warn people not to “borrow trouble”
and then raise all manner of unnecessary
“trouble” in our thoughts that otherwise would
be as clear as daylight if we acted upon them.
—“Christian Evangelist.”
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to choose from.
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Crayons, etc.
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the book free
0 people of Victoria. Menu wonder
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houaands have not heard our presen-
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Church Seats, Reading Desks, Pul­
pits, School Forms, Dual Desks,
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Tasmania.
Launceston had good meetings on April 10.

At night Bro. N. E. Noble spoke on “I Will Build
My Church." Uro. Hon. Pitt sang a beautiful
solo, and Mrs. Brown and Mrs. Workman sang
a duct with great appeal. Sixteen members
left for Hobart Conference on 13th. Sister
Mrs. Newsome is out of danger from a sudden
serious illness.

Queensland.
Mt. Walker reports good meetings. Bro. Camp­

bell delivered a fine address to a good audi­
ence on the 6th in st.. mid-week meeting. The
C.E. Society returned the visit to the Rosewood
society on March 29, which was very much
appreciated.

Maryborough church enjoyed two fine ad­
dresses on April 10. Bro. V. R. .Adcock spoke in
the morning. Bro. Alan Price preached the
Gospel sermon on “Steps Unto Heaven/' A
Wide Bay and Burnett District Conference to
include Gympie, Kinagroy, New Veteran, Mary­
borough, Pialba. Bundaberg and isolated centres
has been suggested.

New Veteran had a splendid meeting on April
10. Building was well filled. Bro. C. S.
Trudgian spoke convincingly on “From Eden
to Calvary.” Lord’s supper after the meeting.
About 30 broke bread. The Bible School was
well attended. Bro. E. Trudgian has taken

was spent. Since the mission in Bordcrlow
the church buildings in the circuit are nil too
small.

Special meetings to <:on,si<,FIr1f,,ri5.thL^ d7e
were held at Mile End on April 15. Th s is he
fourth year such meetings have been held, llicj
nre followed with unabating interest by large
congregations. About 450 people gathered in
the afternoon to hear two splendid messages.
Bro. J. Wiltshire spoke in a masterly and. lucid
manner on "The Church as She Should be. Bro.
G. McKie fascinatingly spoke on “Spiritual
Wickedness and Signs of the Times.” A basket
tea was enjoyed by about 150 people. inc
chapel was again packed at night, when Bro. A.
C. Rankinc dealt in a forceful and explicit way
with the subject, “The Chosen People.” Bro.
G. McKie gave the closing message on the sub­
ject, “The Bridegroom and the King/’ All the
addresses were especially instructive and inspir­
ing, and were followed by all with keen interest.
Many in the audiences had travelled miles to
be present. A feature of the sendees was the
splendid congregational singing, and the solos
given by the song leader, Mr. E. F. Derbyshire.
and the sweet singer from the Semaphore church,
Mrs. L. V. Mathews, L.A.B.

charge of the Bible Class.
On March 19, at Sixteen Mile Creek, Bro.

Vanham baptised a young girl who had con­
fessed Christ during his previous visit. The
right hand of fellowship was extended to her
at the breaking of bread during the afternoon.
On March 31 three young people were baptised.
On the following Sunday they were welcomed
round the table of the Lord.

South Australia.
Forestville tent mission commenced on April

3. Bro. J. E. Webb was the preacher. A great
meeting in the evening, 172 being present. Mon­
day, 178 present. Each night during the week
good attendances. On Wednesday evening a
young lady confessed Christ. Great interest
is taken by local people. April 10, 196 were
present. Bro. Lampshirc is song leader.

Croydon had good meetings on April 10. At
the breaking of bread Bro. Evans, from Mile
End, spoke. In the evening Bro. Warren gave
the address. During the week a business meet­
ing was held, and Bro. Woodhead was appointed
church secretary in place of Bro. Banks, who
resigned in order to superintend the Bible
School. Bro. S. B. Pope was elected church
treasurer.

On April 3 two more were received into fel­
lowship at Bordertown. Three young people
who made the confession at Mundalla were bap­
tised last Thursday evening, when Bro. Cor­
nelius spoke to a good congregation. Good
meetings last Sunday. Bro. Cornelius gave a
splendid address on “Treasure in God’s Word.”
At night Bro, T. B. Verco preached on
“Authority” to a full house.

Prospect church reports splendid meetings all
day on April 17. G. T. Walden, M.An who pre­
sided. extended a hearty welcome to Bro. and
Sister W. A. Russell, who enter on their minis­
try with the church. Bro. Russell delivered
two beautiful Easter messages. The church
and oflicers are much indebted to Bro. G. T.
Walden for the splendid work he has done dur­
ing the past five or six months.

Wampoony Sunday School anniversary was
held on April 10. All meetings were excep- 

Western Australia.
Claremont church reports improved attend­

ances, especially al the Sunday night prayer
meeting. /

At Bassendean, all meetings of the mission
during the past week were splendidly attended.
Up to April 10 the total decisions were 41, On
Saturday evening a farewell social was ten­
dered to Bro. and Sister Graham. A musical
programme had been arranged, and several re­
presentative speakers were present. Sister Clay,
on behalf of the Women’s Guild, presented
Sister Graham with half-dozen egg cups on
stand, also two serviette rings, made of Aus­
tralian woods, and Bro. J. Robinson, on behalf
of the church, presented Bro. Graham with a
silver-mounted jarrah walking stick. The best
wishes of the church go with them.

Kalgoorlie reports fine attendances at all
meetings. The Bible School is in second place
for the increase campaign which is still in
progress. The Y.L.O. is working hard for their
sale of work. The young ladies recently held
a drawingroom tea, and a large number of sis­
ters had a very enjoyable afternoon. The K.S.P.
is beginning to grow in numbers and settling
down to work. The annual business meeting
and elec ion of oflicers were held recently.
The membership increased during the last twelve
months from 67 to 377. Bro. Chas. H. Hunt
has been engaged for another term of service.
niM?S who.is a Breat worker in the
Bible School, has again been elected as supcr-
ireth^ 1 Br-‘ VU1nlfln(I a ,a^c number of

lire hren have just left for the State confer-
Un/ • m h.°Id. in Perllb The sislers’ mis-
•sion is still having good meetings. The C.E.
Society is having good attendances.

At the annual business meeting of the Harvey
c lurch on Feb. 17, Bren. Fryer, Charman, Stan-
lord, Dagliesh and Roesner were elected dea­
cons. Bro. Charman was re-elected secretary.
Commendation was expressed for the splendid
work of Bro. Wakefield, and also the sisters
of the Women’s Guild. One young man made
the good confession on the night of Bro. Wake­
field’s farewell message. A farewell social to

faithful follower he was for 63 years.
Dandenong anniversary’ services i

/Vpril 10. Cwvv.
In the afternoon Mr.
children and parents.
Gole spoke.
appreciated.
monstration was held. ----
some good items, prizes were di:
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?'1CO">0 10
, The
ln Br„

opportunity nai,lle'Ta,
was held on M^1. «ily.

. Prayer meeting »l
thanksgiving services were conducted °r'Csl
20. The church was beautifully j ” X,ar-
God’s handiwork being displayed bvn>l'aU'11'
cious fruits and vegetables. Bro . lus.
has entered wholeheartedly into the work llai1
prayer meetings are good, our brother Tlle
ally seeking the prayers of the bretliw
assist him in his work for the Master " 10

Bro. and Sister Wakefield, and „ .
Bro. MacMillan, was held on Feb oe
church was pleased to have a visit',
Hugger, who gave a splendid talk on c°ln,
and the wonderful opportunity jn 111,1
A baptismal service ----  ' ’ •
the close of the

Victoria.
Services were well attended at St. KHda

April 17, several visitors being present n
Goodwin is back again after his illness. Ur”'

Ringwood Bible School anniversary sen.;.
were well attended last Sunday. The child'
ren sang splendidly under the leadership of
Bro. W. Waters, assisted by a local orchestra
Fine messages were given by Mr. Crisp and nr„'
Hilford.

Easter Sunday services at Geelong city chapel
were conducted by Bro. Hallcday. Congrega­
tions were moderately large, and included visi-
tors.
the “Australian Christian,”
presents this journal.

Splendid meetings at Warragul on April 17.
Bro. Waters gave a stirring message at night
on “The Pre-eminence of Christ.”- Bible School
improving. Bro. Turnbull is proving a devoted
superintendent. Bro. and Sister Wigney are
attending Conference.

The services on .April 17 at Cheltenham were
of a very high order. Gordon Andrews, of
Swan Hill, spoke in the morning; many visi­
tors present. The school was small owing to
holidays and Conference. Bro. F. T. Saunders
spoke to a large audience at night. Good sing­
ing by the choir.

Good meetings were held at Yarrawonga on
April 17. A number of visitors present at wor­
ship service. Bro. Collis, of Emerald, conclude
services during Bro. Pratt’s absence at Confer­
ence. Good attendance at Bible School, w u
Bren. Collis and Auriscli addressed the children-
Very fine attendance at the Gospel service.

At Fairfield Bro. Fitzgerald continues to J*
faithfully for Christ, his messages are lici •
and people confessing their Lord and »a
The church is making special prepara io
the great tent mission. We regret
of one of our pioneer members, Bro. ’• •
Edwards, who passed to be with ””^IS ’

; anniversary services were
Good attendances al al

McNeilly addre^^,.
In the evening

Both addresses were w
On Wednesday evening ,(rfJ

Thc c'"!Sutcd, »»d

those in charge were well pleased. ^orni^’
At Castlemaine on April 17 ®.r0’Zj cvcn’n*

exhorted in the morning, and m §undx'
Bro. H. Peeler gave the address. f -:on.
School scholar made the good con jdnik^
Bonnie Beatty, superintendent ot Clil’stoDl
garten, was married on April 16, • |citcbc*
officiating. The church tendered lur u
lea. Working bees by the men ( tb
held on Saturday afternoons to 1
building. tJceS

Warrnambool held special E"Slc£,.SamrS I"’?
April 17. Good attendances. '1:1 S°.
sent from Melbourne, North FitzroJ “
rey Hills. Two new scholars for scho wjn 11
star efflciency contest” closed with “ ,it;. d"

the blues, having increased the punet“»' «'*
gularity and contributions of the schol

Congrcp.

Succeeding Bro. .1. Eaton, as agent for
...................Bro. Emery now re-
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cent, increase. On April 11 the K.S.P.
’ 5(1 Fhicd tl>c P.B.P. at a banquet, where cvcry-
e",er, prepared by the young men.•i.jng *

1 vgon-st. many were absent for Easter
r 1 « but a number of visitors were present

1,01 orning meeting on April 17, when Bro. H.
al Clipstonci of Castlcmainc, gave a beautiful
•* There was a great evening gathering.

f.cS choir under Bro. Tippett joined with Bro.
‘ i(|crs in an uplifting and worshipful render-
. y’f “The Easter Message in Story and Song.”
{"g v social occasions were experienced at the
I iieh and tea hours, when the Lygon-st. con­
jugation extended hospitality to all visitors.

\l Swanston-st. last Lord’s day there were
very enjoyable meetings. In the morning Con­
ference visitors were present, and with mem­
bers were entertained at lunch and tea by
sisters, about 150 sitting down. The evening
service was crowded. IDr. Brandt’s sermon
on '‘The ‘Resurrection” were very fine. The
choir with friends rendered Moore’s sacred can­
tata “The Darkest Hour.” The principal parts
were ably taken by Miss Bessie Martin, Messrs.
Blundell, George and Campbell Moysey. Mr.
C. H. Mitchell at organ, and Mrs. Featherstone
at piano rendered splendid service, and Mr. J.
Harold Barrett very ably conducted.

Montrose Sunday School anniversary services
were held on April 10, and passed off success­
fully. In .the afternoon the building was
crowded, when Bro. McCallum gave an excel­
lent address. In the evening Bro. Hilford, one
of our past preachers, spoke to a good audience.
The singing, under the direction of the present
preacher, Bro. Williams, was a special feature
of all the services. On April 13, when the dis­
tribution of prizes took place, a social was held,
when an enjoyable tune was spent. On April
17, meetings were well attended. At the morn­
ing service Bro. Chiveil, of the College, spoke
acceptably. The evening service was conducted
by Bro. Williams.

Wcddcrburn meetings on April 10 were well at­
tended. At close of Bro. Mud ford’s Gospel ad­
dress, one young man confessed Christ. The
church regrets the going-away of Bro. and
Sister W. Leech and family, of Korong Vale.
Sister Leech was for years Bible School tea­
cher and church organist, and has had a life­
long connection with the church. A farewell
•jocial was given in their honor on Monday cven-
■ng, when Bro. and Sister Leech and their sons
received nice gifts as a token of love and es-
cem in which they were held by the church.
_,,c church’s best wishes follow with them.

n 1/th a number of visitors were present, in-
Ji’d’ng Bro. and Sister Hall, from St. Arnaud.
in? * r*°°k *bc services nil day. The mcet-
Hnn»r°r Worsh>P was splendidly attended. Bro.

ls message, ‘‘The Dawn of the Sunrise,”
appreciated. His Gospel message,

MhaiT11 ?ie Biblc’ What? With lhe
•lied 1 Was vcry convincing, and appreci-

hy a good congregation.

New South Wales.
*nstrn°rlbe on morning of April 17 had an
Gi] ’e lvc exhortation from Bro. Byrnes, from
scrvice ra‘ i Bro* Puffett conducted the Gospel
tb ant sPoke on the two disciples’ journey

N’o 1.,aUS’ There was one confession.
inclement weather services

ihg tho ,.allentled at' Mosman on April 3. Bc-
sMilaliiv harvest festival, the church was
of fry-; “Unrated, and the plenteous supply

‘'lose fnBttnbJCS’ £*.c- were later distributed
a,1(l a snl nve<b The preacher, Bro. Adams,
(hi Sat mu ”*V U brother were much appreciated.

Sisi \ i April 2» a social gathering was
chnir in er •'hen being presented with an easy
die woi.|.rr°gnilion of her untiring efforts in
0,1 Werl., the Master. Bible study is held
?l'c«ikci-s est ay evenings. On April 10, the
*nB, and nlrt Bro- Saxby, senr., in the inorn-

Ur°- Adams in the evening.
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An Australian in America.
REG. ENNISS.

Me arrived at San Francisco nine days ago,
and from the outset received most beautiful
treatment at the hands of our American breth­
ren. \\ onderfully fine letters awaited us from
1 resident Burnham and other leaders. Invita­
tions to spend days and even weeks came from
brethren, sonic of whom we had not even heard.

Impressions come rapidly to an Australian
visiting California and our churches in this
State. The magnificent concrete roads for
hundreds of miles in every direction make an
Australian wish for similar conditions at home,
even if, as here, the Government should levy
a cent per gallon duty for road purposes. The
absence of drinking shops delights the traveller
from places where such things are obtruded on
every street corner. Not one drunken man
has so far been seen in this country, nor any
indication of the opportunity to get drink.

Yesterday I accepted the invitation of the
Rotary Club to make an address on Australia.
I frankly told the Rotarians that Australians
do not take for granted all the wonderful things
told by Americans concerning their country. But
I admitted to them that nothing said concern­
ing the beauty and productivity of Southern
California had been over-stated. It is a won­
derfully fertile State. Imagine square miles
of orange groves without a break or even a
fence. Think of hundreds of acres of walnut
trees. Such crops as lettuces are grown by
the hundred acres. Immense lorry loads of
celery may be seen enroute to the millions in
the Eastern States. To-morrow we lunch at
the home of Brother Chapman, the multi-mil­
lionaire Orange King of California.

Americans do things in a big way; they arc
courageous and wonderfully enterprising. Much
of their success has come this way. For­
tunately, the same spirit is shown in Christian
work. Our brethren have erected in this
vicinity scores of buildings, any one of which
cost vastly more than the most costly in Aus­
tralia. Bro. W. H. Allen labors at Whittier, 14
miles from Los Angeles, a town of 15,000. In
that town there are more than 30 religious bodies
represented. Bro. Allen’s membership probably
does not exceed 400, but they have a building
costing £40,000. Bro. Howard Fagan, a New
Zealander, preaches in this town, and a week
hence opens a new church auditorium, which,
without ” c’~1 ’ ...... .... **’
£90,000.

Sunday School equipment, is costing
______ One admires the spirit which leads
to such adventures, sometimes doubts the wis­
dom of quite so much expenditure, but pro­
foundly wishes Australia had a few outstand­
ing church buildings, which doubtless would
give prestige to the cause we hold so sacred.

The Church Night observed in many Ameri­
can churches offers suggestions worthy of con­
sideration. Other nights are, ns far as poss­
ible, kept free, but Wednesday night is boomed.
It was a pleasure to visit at • the West Side
Church, San Francisco, where Bro. Shaw is do­
ing a beautiful work. At 6.30 dinner was served
to 200 members an(l church friends. This was
prepared by one of the seven committees which
in turn attend to lhe matter, and at a cost
of thirty-five cents. . A(ter the meal all remained
at the tables, which were promptly cleared.
Then followed a service of song, prayers, an­
nouncements, etc. Ordinarily Bro. Shaw then
follows with his mid-week address, but on the
occasion mentioned two other speakers occupied
hi*'* time. In a most beautiful way Bro. Shaw
made of "le "'hole meeting a church family
gathering. Absentees were thought of, those
in anv special need being named ami earnestly
nravcil for. The preacher has conducted this
meeting without a break for seven years, and
Ins averaged 2(1(1 for the whole tunc. He declares
that in no other way known to him could so
many be brought together, nor the church family 

spirit be maintained. The whole meeting con­
cludes at eight-thirty, and then the various
church committees get together in their separate
groups. One wonders how far this plan could
be found helpful in Australian churches.

The writer had some very proud moments on
Sunday last. Leaving here at 8.30 in the morn­
ing the trip was made to Long Beach, some
twenty miles distant. On leaving the train
an hour later, numbers of men were seen
wending their way in the direction of the pier.
Joining the procession the Australian asked one
man where all the men were going. “To Bible
Glass,” was the reply. ‘‘Whose Bible Class*?”
was the next question, which brought the reply,
“Why, Taubman’s Bible Class.” It was with a
sense of considerable pride that I took my place
with 1,024 other men in the world’s largest men’s
Bible Glass, and knew that it was the Bible
Class of the Christian Church, held not on
church premises, but half a mile away in the
municipal auditorium. For eleven years Bro.
Taubman has held this class, and there seems
no slackening of interest. In his own inimitable
way he handled that crowd of men. They sang,
shouted, whistled, applauded in turn. Radio
artists were present to sing, and the men ap­
preciated a very free and easy time. It was
line to see the preacher gradually turn the crowd
to more serious things. No man could fail to
he touched and helped by the spirit of that
gathering. In fine style Bro. Taubman talked
about the Great Commission, the lesson for the
day. The leader of this wonderful class pro­
bably agreed with my statement that the suc­
cess of the class depended upon “the man be­
hind the gun.” What a wonderful contribu­
tion this man of God is making to the life of
the community. This weekly service, setting
forth religion, shorn entirely of everything
“churchy,” must fortify many a man for the
duties of life.

The Bible Class concluded at five minutes to
eleven. At eleven o'clock the preacher was
leading the service half a mile away at first
Christian Church. In a wonderfully fine build­
ing sealing 2,1100 people there was an attend­
ance of 1,750. It was a great service in every
way. To behold that fine audience, with 48
deacons to serve at the table, with a splendid
choir of 80 voices, and to know that it was
one of our own churches helped materially to
make one feel that the place was none other
than the house of God, and a very gate of
heaven.

We are having a wonderful time. In the
company of Mr. and Mrs. W. H. Allen we have
just concluded a six hundred mile trip by car
through Southern California, including a brief
visit across the border to Old Mexico. I am
glad to say that we are all very well.

OBITUARY.
BURKETT.—On Jan. 30 our aged Sister Mrs.

Burkett passed away at the great age of 94
years. She was born in Cambridgeshire. Eng­
land, on August 7. 1832. and came to South Aus­
tralia in the ship “Ostrich,” arriving in Adelaide
in August, 1851. Soon after her arrival she be­
came a member of a suburban Baptist church.
In 1862 our sister came to Strathalbyn district
to live, residing for a time at Belvidere, where
lhe Lord’s table was set up in her home. Sister
Burkett was a foundation member of the church
at Strathalbyn, and for 61) years was a very
active and loyal worker. It was only the last
few years that our sister was unable to attend
the meetings. Up to the time of her death she
was lovingly interested in the Master's work.
We commend her loved ones to him who is able
to comfort at all times.—I.D.
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CHURCH STATISTICS.
English church statistics arc now appearing.

The Church of England reports an increase of
adults and a decline of young people. Com­
municants at Easter, 1926, totalled 2.388,419—
nearb' 73.000 more than the previous year. The
number of scholars is .32,600 less than in the
previous year. The Baptist churches number
3,124, with 416.633 members—an increase of
2,455 on the previous year. Sunday Schools
show a small decline both in teachers and
scholars. The Scottish Baptist churches show
a decline of 64 in membership, and a decrease
of 25 in Sunday School scholars. Dr. Sidney
Berry, Secretary of the Congregational Union.
said be is not downhearted in spite of .the de­
crease of worship. The Church of Christ was
the only institution that had always been go­
ing to die but had never yet done it. The
world simply could not do without the trea­
sure that was contained in the earthen vessel
of the churches.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

The Model Dairy
11 MOFFAT ST., BRIGHTON

A TRIAL SOLICITED
F. FROST, Proprietor Phon. X 174

AUSTIN SHOES.
For Ladies and Gents Pumps, Welts,
Machine Sewn. Stocked by Leading Re-
tailers throughout the Commonwealth.

Manufactured by
AUSTIN SHOES PTY. LTD.,

310-322 Johnston-st., Abbotsford, Victoria.

See Back Page for Rates of Small Advta.

LEARN BY POST
(Pittman's Correspondence Courses.)

The subjects are Preaching, Speaking, Bible
Study, Bible Analysis, Bible Doctrine, Church
History, Christian Evidences, Grammar and Com­
position, Teacher Training, Elocution, Church
Efficiency (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries
and Treasurers), Paul’s Life and Work, Women
of the Bible.

Terms: One Guinea per Quarter.
These lessons help towards efficiency in ser­

vice, which should be the aim of all.
Enrol me as a Student in )
Send Particulars re J Course....... ..........

Name,,....................... Address.................. . ........
Fill in above, and post to

J. C. F. PITTMAN,
“Romney," 7 Staughton-rd., Sth. Camberwell, Vid.
’Phone: Canty. 2817.

J. McCRAKETT
fliaitbfortr, eJlirora, Saruunttj ,

(Cholrmaaler, Church of Christ, Foolacray)
Students Prepared for All Examinations

53 PARK STREET, PARKVILLE

JACK FERGUSON
(Laic of \V. Ferguson)

& Jmwral
All orders promptly ijtj t rt (•+ rt i* Up-to-date

attended Io AHU-ULl* Motor Service

aD°dn^s 660 HIGH ST., THORNBURY
Phone: NORTHCOTE.1771
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to be
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NEEDED NOW

Please send your gift now!
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GLEN IRIS, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

CONTROLLED BY THE FEDERAL CONFERS14®

'Principal, cA. % SVI^, M-A'

Send Donations to
Fred T. Saunders,

Organising Secretary.
250 Tooronga Rd., East M«,ve

’Phone, U 29G4.
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RICHMOND CAMBERWELL CANTERBURY HAWTHORN SURREY HILLS

I

(Cor. Elizabeth St.) AND

The Block, Market Square
GEELONG

Phono Cent. 6937 or Goelona 2331
for Appointment

W.lAirdS
©ptirian

314 Collins St,Melbourne [

Miss M. E. Pittman,
aJrarlyrr tif Ringing

Phene, X6473 "Brentwood.” Hampton St.,
Hampton,

or c'o Ailan’t. also Lygon St. Christian Chapel.

for soft white hands
USE

Owen’s Gipsy Balm
Secure a bottle' before Winter

and prevent the

SKIN getting rough and
CHAPPED.

gipsy balm
also remove Stains on HANDS

incidental to household duties.

Price, 1/3 & 2/3, post 6d. extra.

Pr«par*d only by

w G. OWEN,
102 COLLINS ST, MELBOURNE.

 PHONE 1087-----

HARTLEY G. RYAN
iBarrister & S’nliritnr LL B

418 Chancery Lane, Melbourne
Private Address: D, f F 3827

12 Miller Grove, Kew Fhones [ Haw. 1799

CHURCHES OF CHRIST
New South Wales.

Home Mission Office and Book Depot,
Bible House, 242 Pitt-st., Sydney.

Interstate and Country Visitors Welcome.
'Phone: City 10,767. E. Davis, Act.-Secretary.

PREACHERS’ PROVIDENT FUND.
With which is incorporated the Aged and Infirm

Evangelists’ Trust.

Established by the Federal Conference of the
Churches of Christ in Australia.

Members of Committee: W. E. Day, A. Morris,
T. E. Rofc, L. Rossell, F. S. Steer, J. Stimson
and W. H. Hall (Hon. See. and Treasurer).

Representative in Victoria: A. R. Lyall, Royal
Park, Melbourne.

Representative in South Australia: General S.
Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide.

Representative in Western Australia: D. M.
Wilson, 33 Carr-st., Perth.

The Objects of the Fund are:
1st. To assist financially Aged and Infirm and

Retired Preachers.
2nd. To control and manage an Endowment

Fund to which Preachers may con­
tribute.

In order to do this effectively, the Committee
needs the practical sympathy and support of all
the churches and brethren throughout the Com­
monwealth.

Please forward contributions to W. H. Hall.
107 Pitt-st., Sydney, N.S.W., making money
orders and postal notes payable at G.P.O., Sydney.
Contributions may also be sent to A. R. Lyall, S.
Price Weir and D. M. Wilson.

Miss A. Allamby
has returned from her tour and has opened at

Capitol House, 109 Swanston St.
Room 35, Third Floor Tel. F2491

Specialist in LADIES’ KNITTED APPAREL

VICTOR G. COOK
iSrgiflirrrii Arrljiiert ani>

fflmtBidiitig fcttgiiim
QUEENSLAND BUILDING, 84 WILLIAM ST.

Phone F3400 MELBOURNE
Private Addre..:—92 Primro.a St., E»»cndon

Architect for New Church of Christ,
Buckley St., Essendon

ESTIMATES & SKETCH PLANS .ubmiued
on Request

A. J. CURSON
Architect and Designer of the following Church

of Christ buildings:—
Brighton, Hampton, Ivanhoe, North Fitzroy and

North Melbourne Bible Schools.
----- Send for Advice. -----

Buildings designed for other Slates If required.
Villas, Shops and Factories Designed. Finance

Arranged at Lowest Rates.
Tel. X 6618.
Cr. of BLUFF-RD. & RED BLUFF-ST.,

BLACK ROCK.

T. W. BURROWS,
CASH and FAMILY BUTCHER.

Prime Corned Beef, Pickled Pork and Ox
Tongues.

Families waited on daily. Orders promptly
attended to.

The favor of your patronage and recommendation
respectfully solicited.

Canterbury-rd. (near Suffolk-rd.),
Surrey Hills.

’Phone: (Call) Canterbury 898.

CATARRH
Is my voice husky? Do I sneeze frequently?

Do I catch cold easily? Is my nose stopped up?
Is my hearing affected? Does my throat feel
dry? Do I feel tired on rising? Does the nose
discharge? Do I suffer from headache? Do
crusts form in my nose? Do I expectorate fro-
auently? Is my sense of smell affected? Is
there fulness in the throat? Does phlegm drop
into the throat? Do I suffer from noise in the
head? Do I suffer from shortness of breath?

One month’s treatment, 50/-, or for three
months, £6/6/-, which is generally necessary in
Catarrhal troubles. On receipt of either amount
the necessary treatment with full typed instruc­
tions will be sent.

See sworn testimonial of cures.
STORER ROSEMONT OIL,

Sure Cure for Blotches, Pimples, Boils, etc., 2/-\
3/6 and 5/-, posted free. Satisfaction guaranteed.

T. G. STORER,
Adelaide's Leading Herbal Practitioner,

I VALINE INSTITUTE,
KING WILLIAM-ST., ADELAIDE, S.A.

VICTORIAN DEPT. OF SOCLVL SERVICE.

Office—19 Elizabeth-st. (2nd Floor).
I -------------

Benevolent Depot.—Church of Christ, Burnley-
sl., Burnley. Wednesdays, 2 till 4. Mrs. C.
Gill in charge.

The Department offers free service in any
social matter to the whole brotherhood. Write
for advice in your trouble.

This is a work that should appeal to Chris­
tians everywhere. Send contributions to the
Secretary, Will II. Clay.

Help us to Help Others.

Offerings for Foreign Missions
from Victorian Churches and Members

will be thankful!) received by
J. E. ALLAN, Sec.. Watts-st., Box Hill.

’Phone; Box Hill 452.
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Mr. Clifford C. Sharp
L.D.S., B.D.Sc. (Melb. Univ.)

Surgeon Dentist
HAS REMOVED TO
HARLEY BUILDINGS,

71 Collins Street, Melbourne
(Cor. Collins & Exhibition Sts)

Phone, Cent. 7255. Hours by Appointment Only.

JAMES DICK & SONS
iHonmitrnlal fHasnits

6 WELL STREET, MIDDLE BRIGHTON.
PHONE, X 3646.

Works:
Cor. North & Hawthorn Rds., Caulfield.

Enquiries Invited. Estimates Submitted Free
of Cost. Work Done in all Cemeteries.

Prompt Attention given to all Country Enquiries.
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Australian Christian
Publi.hed Weekly by

Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd.

528, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne,
Victoria. Auitralia.
Phone, F 2524.

Editor: A. R. Main, M.A.

All Communication, to Abode Addrul.

SUBSCRIPTION—Through Church A Rent. 9'- year,
Posted Direct. 10 6. Foreign^;. Cheque..
money orders, etc., to D. E. Pl ITMAN, Mgr.
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n week previous to date of desired change.

DISCONTINUANCE—Paper sent till Definite Notice
of Discontinuance Received.

ADVERTISEMENTS -Marriages, Births, Deaths.
Memorials, Bereavement Notices, 2/- (one verse
allowed in Deaths and Memorials). Coming
Events, 16 words, 6d., every additional 12 words,
6d. Wanted. For Sale, To Let and Similar Ads.,
24 words. P- ; every additional 12 words, 6d.

Other Advertising Rates on Application.
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LYALL & SONS™
Exportero of

PRESSED HAY,
CHAFF and
COLONIAL
PRODUCE

Country Orders carefully
attended to.

CHAFF, HAY,
CRAIN and
PRODUCE
MERCHANTS

Special Attention Given to Seed Groin.
HEAD OFFICE AND MILLS:

39-51 Leveson St., North Melbourne,
BRANCH STORES:

1 & 3 Victoria Market, Melbourne.

“Reliable" Paper Patterns
is true economy and a won­
derful help to the Home

Needle-woman.
They are accurate, simple and

always in good taste.

MANUFACTURED AT

195 Smith Street, Fitzroy, Vic.

P.O. Box 795.

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA,
Church of Christ Meets Every Lord', ’

At Eton Hull, Noord-st. 1
Breaking of Bread, 11 a.m.

Secretary's Address:
Wm. WILSON, P.O. Box 6182 Johanncabur,.

April >927.

E-S- * A.

H. Louey Pang &
Fruit, Produce and Commission-L'<

I72-I76 LIT BOURKE-ST., MFiRntm
Account Sales -with Cheques sent dailv , R^T

ately after consignments sold imni'<ll-
Also at Victoria Market

----- Also-----
LOUEY PANG & SAMUEL Wonq

215 THOMAS-ST., HAYMARKET, SYDNEY
Telegraphic Address—Banana, Sydney1'
Fruit, Produce Commission Agent, ...Merchants. B ” "ni1

Our premises arc rigid opposite the fmli
kets, where the central activities of th, ?U‘
trade are being operated. We conduct our b 1
ness on the same principles as the Melbourn'

Alfred Mills <?i Sons rtj. i*
Fruit Commission Agents,

5, 6 & 7 Western Market, Melbourne.
ACCOUNT SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY.

■*■** . .......................I ................... ■» U »fcll 11^ I

For First-Class

TAILORING
Ladies' or Gents’

Go to ...

W. C. Craigie & Co.
265 Little Collins St., Melbourne

(4 Doors from Swaniton Str«ot)

, -------------------------------------- —~----.~-*****

tife Bldgs,* 4th Floor, 314 Coilins-st. Messrs. \V. Cust, J. HuntC\
___ Macrow, Rowland T. ‘

PHONE:
Canty. 411

HON. SOLICITOR:
Mr. Hartley G. Ryan, LL.B.,

418 Chancery Lane, Melbourne.

A Home for Neglected, Orphan and
Fatherless Boys.

or Austral Co. Reference can be made to the Committee and Office
- -. antI reproductive. You sow to-day, and to-morrow you reap the ofv
assist the great work of saving the boys.
f BEARERS:

HON. DENTIST:
Mr. T. M. Ward, Surrey Hills.

HON. OPTICIAN:
Mr. W. J. Aird, Colonial Mutual

PRESIDENT:
Mr. R. Campbell Edwards.

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
Mr. W. C. Craigie.
Mr. Wm. Macrow.

HON. TREASURER:
Mr. John Hunter,

10 Pcverell St., Canterbury.
'Phone: Canty. 2040.

All Correspondence to bn addressed to the Secretary. Burwood Boys’ Home, Boundary Rd., Burwood, Victoria-

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Members of the Committee
Of all the work in which Christiana can engage, this is the moat encouraging

Readers everywhere are asked to r
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Mr. L. Hunter, HaWthoi*

ORGANISING SECRETAR
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