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Our Faith: Is It a Failure?

A
S well ask: "Has the sun failed?"

because there is not always sun­
shine in our little corner of
the world. As well ask

whether the atmosphere we breathe
is a failure, because, though we live by
the breath we draw, and should almost in­
stantly die without our atmosphere, we
have become so accustomed to it, that we
forget that, without it, we could not live.

Do we call to mind, when dating a let­
ter, that Anno Domini, the year of our
Lord, is so reckoned because nineteen hun­
dred and twenty-one years ago a little child
was born in Bethlehem? That is only one
illustration, but, every day in our national,
social, or personal life, things are done, or
happen, that we owe to Christianity, bitt
which, at the time, we seldom remember to
associate with their source or cause.

Awakening and deadening.
Dne does not ask. “Is harvesting, is the

system by which the earth produces corn
ana her 'kindly fruits' for our sustenance,
a failure'.'" This year’s harvest may be
krood, or may be indifferent, according to
favorable or unfavorable conditions. One
docs say: "Is it to be a good harvest or an
’’’different one?" And in a similar sense
°nc can say: "Is it well, here and now. with
°ur Christianity ?" for even in spiritual mat­
ters there may be an awakening in one
country, and a deadening in another, just
as there may be a time of spiritual revival
and a time of spiritual apathy.

i’ut one might as well ask: “Have the
means by which we live, the conditions by
" hich the kindiv fruits of the earth are pro­
duced, failed and ceased to be? I he harvest
°f souls may not seem so abundant to-day, or
may seem more abundant, just as last year s
"’heat harvest may vary from this years;
but Cod's plan of providing bread for the
s°ul, as well as for the body, goes on.

imagine yourself to be standing, as I
stood this morning’, looking out to sea from 

the edge of a great cliff, as the tide was
turning inland. Far out, across wide
stretches of smooth, sweet sand, as cool
and springy to the feet as the close-cropped
turf on the down's edge, with here a crystal­
clear and shining pool, and there a grey
boulder of stone—a gentle heave and ripple
is running inland along the crisping sands
toward the shore.

But see! the faintly rippling wave of
effort has died away, a hundred yards or
more from the haven where it would be.
A failure? Ah, no. It has but rolled
back for a moment to upgather itself in
another effort. Again the curling wave
rolls in, and again it seems to fail and to
die away. But now it is a foot or more
nearer the shore, and so, foot by foot, and
yard by yard, the water steals on and on,
till at last it leaps up to throw itself in
triumph upon the rock which was its goal.
Except for the fact that there should be no
turn in the tide of our endeavor, those waves
symbolise our life. The incoming of
those tidal waves was not a failure because
its progress was not always perceptible.
Can never fail.

Another illustration. W’e are soldiers
taking part in a great battle. We forget
that a battle is not the joining in issue of

THE QUESTING HEART.
With heart bowed down, most sure of Love's

defeat,
Blind and bereft, I sought my filched treasures.

Moving and slow my hesitating feet.
Untuned to God's majestic measures.

Till quickened by the fretted changed days,
Down the long years, the tost sweet years,

I lied pursuing lnb> rlnthian ways.
Dank with the mist of salt entreating tears.

Day scorning Grief, then came I all distraught
To the soft benlson of Love's enfolding.

"Most Merciful," I cried, "if thou hast aught,
Send vision for my sealed eyes beholding!"

Thus the Voice spake, transcending, comforting.
Bade Love be lifted up. sad sorrow cease:

"Mine own 1 took, io, this my guerdon!"
Then upon desert places fell great Peace.

—Annie S. Swan.

mortal combat by two opposing forces, in
one supreme effort, but is decided, cumula­
tively, by the success or failure of innumer­
able small engagements spread over a whole
war area. W'e know only what is happen­
ing, or seems to be happening, in our little
sector, and there, our advance may seem
scarcely perceptible, may even seem failure.
Vet that scarcely perceptible advance may
have been made under such difficulties, that
merely to have "held on." may in the eyes
of our Commander, who sees the whole
field of battle, be accounted a signal vic­
tory. Just as individual soldiers have failed
in courage, or in endurance, s > we have
often failed in our Christianity. But
though the individual Christian stands or
falls by Christianity—Christianity itself
stands or falls, not by those who call them­
selves Christian, nor by this or that church.
nor by ail the churches. It is only in
Christ or by Christ that Christianity stand-
or falls, and Christianity as taught by
Christ, and as exemplified by him. has never
tailed, nor can fail.

To-day the world outlook ma; -ecm dark.
but not so dark as it was to the little com­
pany who gathered at the foot of Calvary
when the very sun seemed to fail in the
heaven, and darkness covered the face of
the land. That darkness seemed then like
an answering "Ye-" to the question: “Has
Christianity failed?" which perhaps the less
faithful and more fearful of that day of
that little band put to themselves.

Yet soon that darkness was to be re­
placed by the glorious dawning of the Day
of Resurrection. That despised cross on
which the Saviour hung—the sign as some
counted it of defeat and shame—was to
become the emblem of victory, and of
God's yard >ning love t • a ransomed world.
Xor d e- Christianity mean merely a vic­
tory at life’s end. and the promise of hea­
ven thereafter. It means victory here and
now. "Thanks be to God." -ays St. Paul.
“who giveth [not shall give] Us the yic-
t tv through our I. ’rd Je-us Christ.
Coulson Kernahan.
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The Writing on the Wall.
Alan Price, B.A.

The writing we are about to discuss is
not that on the wall of Belshazzar’s palace.
which vanished as quickly as it came, but
the writings of thousands of years ago,
standing out in their original beauty on
the tombs and tablets of the ancient world.

This silent testimony to the veracity of
Bible history has been made to speak. The
vain boastings of the kings of ancient
dynasties, graven on stone, have verified
Biblical statements and given the lie to the
repeated vaunting assertions of the infidels
of the past century.

The Israelites a small people.
We cannot expect the doings of a com­

paratively small tribe of monotheistic
nomads to fill a large place in the historic
accounts of polytheistic kings, puffed up
with a pride of their own achievements and
consequently supposing anything in the
nature of defeat.

Even in modern times, only events es­
timated big by the majority, find a per­
manent place in history.

The temple of fame.
Which of ail the great preachers and

workers in the cause of Christianity will
find a place in the permanent annals of the
world? Alexander Campbell, David King,
Jesse Kellems and many others we might
name have done great things for us, but
the world, as a whole, knows little about
them. President Garfield has a permanent
niche in the temple of fame, not on ac­
count of his advocacy of primitive Chris­
tianity, hut for his own intrinsic worth.
Which of ourselves, however much es­
teemed by our neighbors, will be remem­
bered beyond the present generation? It
is therefore not to be expected that the
ancient historian, being a man of the world,
should discern and report to any large
extent the things that concern a spiritual
kingdom.
The great discovery.

It is nearly eighty years since a great
archaeologist, Sir Henry Rawlinson, scaled
the Behistun rock, outside ancient Babylon,
nearly q,ooo ft. above sea level, and almost
literally hanging on by his teeth, copied the
hieroglyphics and figures engraved thereon.

It was discovered that the tablets were
in three' languages, Babylonian, Scythian
and Persian, but no man living could de­
cipher them.

As the result of a careful study and
comparison of the three columns of his­
toric matter, they were ultimately trans­
lated. They were found to be identical
records in the three languages of the bom­
bastic utterances of Darius setting forth
brazenly, some of his cruel deeds in the
pursuit of his career of conquest. Although
of value in throwing light upon current

Bible history, their main value is the fact
that they provided a key to ancient hiero­
glyphics that otherwise might never have
been discovered.

Infidel ignorance.
In these days of unashamed infidelity

when unproved assertions of a derogatory
nature are made against revelation, it is
well to be able to meet the infidel on his
own ground. Following on the discovery
of the key to the hieroglyphics, Assyrian
and Egyptian engraven records have thrown
sidelights of confirmatory history on
Biblical accounts.

The deluge.
The Assyrian or Babylonian account of

the Flood confirms the Biblical one, only
that instead of one God there is a plurality
of gods. In addition to the raven and the
dove of the Biblical account, Noah is said
to have sent forth a swallow. The above
appears to indicate that both accounts came
from the same source, but that the Babylon­
ian account was mutilated and heathenised.

The Hittites.
In quite a casual way the Hittites are re­

ferred to as if every one knew them. Ab­
raham bought from the children of Heth
(Hittites) the cave of Machpelah as a
burying place. We read of “Uriah the
Hittite in Samuel. Infidelity questioned
their very existence, but engraven history
has shown them to have been a most virile
and populous race that filled a large place
in ancient history. Such casual reference
to facts that lay buried when the mythical
forger was supposed to have been at work,
prove the Biblical account to be historical
and no forgery.

Israel in Egypt,
The visit of Joseph and Jacob to Egypt

and their subsequent sojourn can be fixed
and dated in a wonderful manner

The Pharaoh of Joseph was the last of
the shepherd kings, ’ who had seized the
Egyptian throne. The previous kings had
been polytheists, believed in many gods •
the shepherd kings were monotheists Con­
sequently Joseph’s Pharaoh speaks of God

H°"' Col,ld « forger know
all that. He would naturally make a slip
and speak of tins Pharaoh in addition to
the previous and subsequent ones as a
worshipper of many gods. Again the
fact that these shepherd kings were foreign
usurpers paved the way for a friendly re­
ception of Joseph’s kinsmen, also foreign­
ers. Even the fact that Joseph shaved
himse f, in spite of his haste, before enter­
ing Pharaoh s presence, is shown to be in
keeping with Egyptian custom. To an
pear unshaven as a Hebrew, would be an
insult to royalty. Again, when Joseph 

lost his father, instead of personally a,,
proaching Pharaoh with a request that he
might take his father’s remains to Mac|,
pelah, he approached Pharaoh through an^
other. He was in mourning for his
father and therefore unshorn. Such little
incidents as these are confirmatory not
only of the Biblical account, but of the
whole “atmosphere’’ or circumstance.
Seven years famine.

Take the seven years of plenty followed
by seven years of famine, a thing said to
be unprecedented in the history of the Nile,
There appears on the tomb of a man who
had been a contemporary of Joseph’s, some
remarkable statements. The record first
tells of his home of plenty, of his numerous
family living on the milk of so many cows
and so many goats. And then it goes on
to speak of the public distribution of grain
at a time “when a famine arose lasting
many years.” As a drought of this kind
is such a rare occurrence, it is evident that
this one must have been the drought of
Bible history.
The treasure cities.

The Bible tells us the Israelites when in
Egypt were forced to build two treasure
cities, Pithom and Raamses. “Where are
your treasure cities?” said the infidel for
years. The answer expected was, “No­
where, they are myths.” A sandy hillock
was excavated and revealed a temple sacred
to the god “Turn,” a small city, the city of
Turn or Pithom, and granaries or store­
houses with square massive walls. These
store rooms were only accessible from the
top, and therefore admirably suitable for
the storage of valuable treasures that
needed to be guarded.
Bondage.

There is no confirmatory history of the
bondage of the Israelites, but slavery fol­
lowed as a matter of course where slavery
was a common institution. The change
back to the old dynasty brought the race
favored by the shepherd dynasty into dis­
repute and consequent bondage. The
Pharaoh of the plagues is described on the
Egyptian tablets in all his vacillating
hideousness and cowardice. He inscribed
his own name on the magnificent works of
his ancestors, and slunk behind in battle
line, excusing himself as having a mes­
sage from the gods telling him to stop be­
hind. His indulgence in the art of magic
is also referred to. No mention is made
of the defeat of this Pharaoh at the RcC*
Sea, but it must be remembered that these
boastful monarchs bragged about their
successes and forgot their failures.
Hezekiah.

There is engraven testimony as to the
intercourse of Jews and Assyrians, and
the faces of conquered Jews appear on
Assyrian tablets. There’is reference to
a tax imposed upon Hezekiah, which he
was forced to pay, but not a word about
the ultimate utter defeat of the Assyrian
army by the same Hezekiah.
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To secure reliable testimony in a court
aw, the witness before examination is

excluded while other witnesses are being
examined. In this instance, the witnesses
have been excluded for thousands of years.

orger if he would could not communi­
cate with them, for some were asleep in the
sand, while others were unintelligible, until
the wand of modern exploration unsealed
the bps of the ages.

Points of contact.
At these points of contact between sacred

and secular history after allowing for di'f-
ferences in outlook, there appears to be
complete harmony on. essential matters A
harmony of tins kind would be an in-
possibd.ty if in after years it was at­
tempted to concoct ancient Hebrew his­
tory. Io give the unconscious personal
touch so frequently met in Bible history
the writer would have to live amon- the
events he recorded.

Studies in Ambiguous Texts.
“SOUND DOCTRINE.”

Beaders of what are called the Pastoral Epis­
tles—the three letters in which Paul gives ad­
vice to Timothy and Titus, his youthful helpers
in the Gospel—will have noted how there ap­
pears in each of them a word which Paul no­
where else uses. We have frequent mention
of “sound” doctrine. This word occurs eight
or nine times in these three short epistles. In
1 Timothy Paul refers to a number of grievous
sins, as “contrary to the sound doctrine” (1: 10).
A man who “teachdth a different doctrine” than
the apostolic one and who “conscnteth not to
sound words” is condemned (1 Tim. 6: 3).
Timothy is exhorted to “hold the pattern of
sound words” (2 Tim. 1: 13). “The time will
come” when men “will not endure the sound
doctrine” (2 Tim. 4: 3). A bishop must be
able to “exhort in the sound doctrine” (Titus
1: 9). Reproof must be given to unruly
men and vain talkers “that they may be
sound in the faith” (Tit. 1: 13). Titus
has to speak “things which befit the sound doc­
trine” (2: 1), so that aged men may be “sound
in faith” (2: 2). In his doctrine he is to show
“sound speech, that cannot be condemned”
(2: 8).

But

Doctrinal preaching.
The word “doctrine” is not a popular one.

Only to a less degree than the word “dogma,
it seems to repel. To call a man a “dogmatic
person is but one way of condemning him. 0
say that one preaches a “doctrinal” sermon
would generally be regarded as adverse criticism.
Yet the apostolic message was a most definite
and dogmatic one, and the need of sound doc­
trine” was insisted on by the apostle.
is a common modern antithesis betwee
preaching of Christ and the delivering of
doctrinal sermon. That dist.nc: ion could
baldly have meaning for the epostie.
is no possible preaching of ^‘sl ,rit‘r or
preaching of doctrine. AH U>ai U't
reader of this knows of Christ col
doctrine. “Doctrine” simply Jc)“r and
and the difference between one P js
another in his utterances regur oilier
not that the one gives doclrme wh. e
does not. but is a difference in Jhequahtj
the doctrine or teaching that 15 k

He who reads the New Tcs,£"'C n)nde'
that doctrine is iinporlant- [bnl con.
unwarranted separations. »« • But
duet, not faith, is what connU for^m _
conduct is rooted in faith. jSSUc in
really believes in his hear “J1 „ rcVcla-
his life. God would not ha g in (h(?
tion of himself at the j a nian be-
Scripture.s if it did not ma j jj, docs not
lleves. It is true that « al ' manifest
issue in a godly life. "'X'and mercy is
itself in works of hcniH a]s() trin. that
worthless and dead. **u n determines
the real faith in the heart of a m
what his actions will be.

truth, and not error. “Ye shall know the truth,
and the truth shall make you free.” So long
as this word of the Saviour stands, so long
will it be imperative to give careful attention
to doctrine. “Take heed to thyself, and to
thy teaching,” wrote Paul to Timothy; “con­
tinue in these things; for in doing this thou
sbalt save both thyself and them that hear
thee.”

“Sound” in the faith.
One of our most familiar expressions is that

which is given in praise to a speaker whom we
call “sound.” He is “sound in the faith,” we
say; or, he gives "sound doctrine.” What do
we usually mean by this? That he is an or­
thodox believer; that he accepts the revelation
God has made; that he is free from “critical”
or “modernist” tendencies. All this is to the
good, and it may be useful to have a word like
“sound” to serve as a label. There is no doubt
that to Paul and his fellow apostles it was most
important that the divine revelation should be
accepted. Paul declared that “he received of
the Lord” the things which he spake; and that
he spoke “not in words which man’s wisdom
teacbeth, but which the Spirit teacheth.” There
was a sacred “deposit” of truth which he urged
Timothy to “guard.” Some heretics made
“shipwreck concerning the faith.” Christians
were urged to “contend earnestly for the faith
once for all delivered to the saints.”

While we are compelled to make it clear that
the sacred truths of the Christian religion come
to us as a deposit to be jealously guarded, yet
we must also point out that it was not simply
orthodoxv which Paul had in mind when he
wrote of “sound words” or “sound doctrine."
It has been easy for some to think that when
Paul wrote of "the form of sound words” he
meant something like a modem church creed,
that bv conformity to which a man s faith or
utterances might be tested. But it was not so.
In the ancient church there were no formularies
such as are found to-day. The creeds were
a later growth, and Paul referred neither to
them nor to any mere safeguard of orthodoxy.

The word “sound” which Paul uses, had not
for him or his readers such associations as
are common to-day. A comment from Alexan­
der Maclaren will help to make I aul s meaning
clear: “‘Doctrine’ conveys to the ordinary rcai er
the notion of an abstract, dry. theological sta e-
ment of some truth. Now. what the apostle
means is not ‘doctrine’ so much as teaching .
. „d if you will substitute ‘leaching for d c-
liine’ vou will get much nearer his thought.
. . * vou will get nearer it if for sound.
with the* meaning «f conformity to theologica
Sl ndard vou substitute what the word really
s ‘healthy.’ wholesome, health-gning.
;nei . ’ in these ideas run into each other.

."which is in itself healthy is health-giving
''food and as a medicine is healing. Ihv

apostle Is not describing the teaching that he
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bail given to Timothy by its conformity with
any standard, but is pointing to its essential
nature as being wholesome, sound in a physical
sense; and to its effect as being healthy and
health-giving. Keep hold of that thought, and
the whole aspect of this saying changes at once.”

It is interesting to note that the word Paul
uses m every case except Tit. 2: « (“hugiaino”)
is employed in Luke’s Gospel and in 3 John 2
in the sense of being whole or made whole
physically. The word “hugices” employed in
lit. 2: « is found in each of the four Gospels
and in Acts, in all of which it is translated
“whole” and is used of physical healing. Of
New Testament writers only Paul uses cither
word in a figurative sense. It is interesting
to see how in his old age the apostle adopted
this striking metaphorical form of speech. It
is one of the key words of the Pastoral Epistles.

Weymouth and Rotherham depart from the
usual translation with its somewhat mislead­
ing associations. The former has a rich variety
of expressions: “wholesome teaching” "whole­
some instruction," “sound teaching.” “healthy
language,” “robust in their faith." Rotherham
uses the word “healthful”-“healthful” teaching,
discourses, instruction—and the phrase “healthy
in their faith.”

“Healing, because it makes holy.”
Maclaren points out that in the pastoral epis­

tles Paul gives a long catalogue of things “con­
trary to the health-giving doctrine.” and adds:
“If the ordinary notion of the expression were
it, that catalogue ought to be a list of heresies.
But what is it? A black list of vices—‘de­
ceivers,’ ‘ungodly,’ ‘sinners,* ‘unholy.’ ‘profane.’
‘murderers,’ ‘manslayers,’ ‘whoremongers,’
‘man-stealers,’ ‘liars,* ‘perjured’ persons. Not
one of these refers to aberration of opinion;
all of them point to divergences of conduct, and
these are the things that are contrary to the
healing doctrine. But they are not contrary.
often, to sound orthodoxy. For there have
been a great many imitators of that King of
Erance, who carried little leaden images of
saints and the Virgin in his hat and the devil
in his heart. ‘The form of sound words’ is the
pattern of healing teaching, which proves it­
self healing because it makes holy."

It is the message of “the glorious Gospel of
the blessed God" which is wholesome and heal­
ing. Orthodoxy in the best sense is therefore
implied in Paul’s advice to Timothy and Titus;
for there are not two ways of salvation: there
cannot be two Gospels. “If you change the
‘pattern of health-giving words, you lower the
health of the world,” writes Alexander Maclaren.
"If you strike out from the ‘pattern of health­
giving words’ the truth of the incarnation. the
sacrifice on the cross, the resurrection, the as­
cension and the gift of the Spirit, the ‘health­
giving words’ that you have left arc not enough
to give life to a fly.” So even in the ordinary
sense one has to be “sound in the faith.
In our own experience we have found the heal­
ing power of the Gospel, and now, as in luxe
we proclaim the message, we would recognise its
wholesomeness and health-giving power. It
is healing and wholesome, for it is the message
of him who came to be the great Physician of
men. and who said, “The words Hut I speak
unto you. they are spirit and they arc life.”

FIT TO LIVE.
It is not so much where you live
As how. and why. and when you live
Or maybe in the negative.
The question. Are you lit to live?
It is not so much where you live
As whether while you live you live.
And to the world your highest give.
Ami so make answer positive
That you arc truly fit to live.

—John Oxenhain.
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If Thou Shouldst Go Away.
A TALE OF THE WIMMERA PIONEERS.

(Continued.)
A. R. Benn.

CHAPTER XI.

The next day was to be Nelly’s first al school,
and I can testify that never prouder brothers
escorted a sister to school than we three that
day. “You must play with the girls, you know,”
was mother's parting word as she kissed Nelly
her good-bye as we set out. I think, if I re­
member rightly, that Nelly held on to Colin’s
hand all the way to school, and in all our walks
to and from school, this was the way of the
walk; sometimes Nelly would be between Alan
and Colin, sometimes between Colin and me,
but always Colin; he was from the start her
best loved and most trusted friend. It had
been decided that Colin, though he was the
youngest, should go to the teacher and give all
the preliminary information which teachers have
to have when any new scholar arrives. Colin
had offered to do it, and father and mother had
offered no objection. In ordinary circumstances
I. being the eldest, should have been the one to
perform this office; but the circumstances were
not ordinary, for Colin was in many ways an
extraordinary boy, and I was just as subordinary
in my backwardness, and was only”too glad to
let Colin have the honor. I know Alan would
have liked the opportunity, and had he been the
eldest he would have made a bit of a fuss, I
think. When Colin had carried out his con­
tract, he took Nelly down to where the girls
were playing and calling one particular miss
whom he had decided should be Nelly's mate, be
said to the girl. “This is my sister, and 1 want
you to be her mate, will you?” and so Nelly
was initialed into school life al K----- . but I
know that through all her short school life she
would have preferred to be with us boys than
with all the girls in the neighborhood. I don’t
think that any girl ever received from her very
own brothers more attention than did Nelly
from her three proud step-brothers.

That week Fred was full of the proposed Sun­
day School; it was to start the next Sunday.
and there was much to think about. Mother
did her part, and though not personally much
interested, she was lady enough and naturally
kind enough to help all she could in giving
pleasure to others. Candidly, I think mother
was a stumbling-block to me in this way: she
was so good, and yet made no profession of re­
ligion. I could not help comparing her with
many who were converted and yet whose lives
were poor compared to hers. Perhaps the only
thing that saved me from going right over to
where my new mother was spiritually was the
remembrance of my own pure-living Christian
mother. Then the thought would come to me
at times, perhaps mother would have been just
as good if she had not been religious, or say,
bad been born a Roman Catholic. Yet through
it all I was convinced that apart from Christ
mother might have satisfied me, but she could
never have been what I knew she was—the great­
est spiritual influence in my life, not because
she was my mother, but because she was a real
Christian, than which there can be nothing so
good, cither in man or woman. Then there
was Alan, rather selfish and very proper and, as
I heard one of our schoolmates put it, “fancied
himself a bit,” yet he was really religious, and
had been converted through the personal work
of Fred; but Colin, the dearest boy that ever
was, could not be persuaded to be converted.
These things hurl me and, with other things,
made me, young though I was, a doubter. The
trouble was made worse by the fact that I dare
not mention my spiritual troubles Io anyone
or they would think I was going to be that
awful thing, an infidel. I felt that the only one
to whom I would dare to unburden myself would 

be the kindly lady-like woman whom I now
called mother, and yet, just then, she might haxe
really been the worst to whom I could have car­
ried my worries.

The Sunday came. The Wesleyan service was
to be al night, so we boys had the morning to
ourselves. Alan and I went down the paddock
for a walk, and Fred and Colin went oft together
to where father had been ploughing. None ol
us had gone far when a thin sweet voice was
heard calling Colin. Looking round, we saw
Nelly at the door. “Wait for me, Colin,” and
she ran in to ask mother. “The boys don’t want
you always going with them,” we heard mother
say. “Sorry to contradict you, mother, but we
do want her; do let her come, there’s a dear,”
Colin called out. “If you will let her come, we
will like her to,” more correctly put in Fred, and
in a couple of minutes Nelly was between her
two favorite boys, and was as happy as happy
could be. I felt a little envious. Why had
Nelly so readily chosen those two instead of
giving Alan and me a look-in? I knew in my
own heart that her choice was both natural and
right. I’m quite sure that, if I were she, I
would prefer Colin to either Alan or the awkward
boy I call “me.” Anyhow, we must all submit
to be less liked than some others by some others.
That morning, when we had got quite away from
the house and the others, Alan opened the con­
versation by saying, “Our stepmother is not at
all religious, is she?” “No, she doesn’t seem
to be,” I assented. “Seem to be? I should
think not; I don’t think she believes in God at
all. I intend to ask her and to let her see
what a fool she is.” “I don’t think you ought
to call her a fool, Alan,” I replied. “Mother al­
ways told us that it was very wrong to call any­
body a fool.” “Well, the Bible says that who­
ever doesn’t believe in God is a fool.” “I think
you’d better wait a bit,” I replied, “and perhaps
she will come to believe after she has been here
and has heard the Bible read.” I don’t re­
member what else was said that morning, hut
I know that I had the impression that Fred was
going Io have it out with our mother on the
matter of believing on God: whether he ever
did or not, I cannot say.

The new Sunday School was to start at half­
past two, and about two o’clock saw most of
the children there. When we were all assembled
we had about thirty children and three adults
in the persons of Mr. and Mrs. Brown and their
daughter, Emily, a young woman of about nine­
teen. Mother was splendid, and welcomed them
all, and did her best to make them comfortable
in our rather small house. Nelly nearly cried
over not being allowed to be in the same class
as Colin, but was partly reconciled bv being in
the little class that Fred taught. Alan and I
were in Mr. Brown’s class, and Colin was put
into Mrs. Brown’s, more to be a mate for two
other boys slightly smaller than he than be­
cause he was not big enough for our class. We
sang, “There is a fountain filled with blood,”
and then Mr. Brown, who naturally became super­
intendent, read a prayer, and then we went to
our classes. There were no set lessons, and Mr.
Brown said he thought we had belter start at
the beginning, and surely it is a good place to
begin, and so our lesson was in Genesis. With
simple faith and confidence our teacher told us
the story of creation as contained in that first
chanter, and the impression on me, at any rate
I think was good. God bless all faithful tea­
chers, who at times, with little learning, and
perhaps little opportunities of preparation, carry
on this noble work I

(To be Continued.)
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Religious Notes and News
A QUESTION FOR THE RECTOR.

“Of course I went to a Baptist church in n-
iningham. My father was a great Baptist h
had belonged formerly to the Anglican churrl
and had had all his children ‘baptised’ there 1
fore his conversion. But when that mi/.. '
event took place, he could find no. suslenn
for the newly-created life in the parish church
His was one of the most striking conversions in
the village. He read his New Testament cam
fully and intelligently.

“One of my early recollections is an argument
between him and the new rector on the sub­
ject of infant baptism. If my father had had
the advantages of a decent education he would
have been a mighty influence for good. I re.
member him asking the rector if he believed
that he could make a child a ‘child of God and
a member of Christ’ by sprinkling him with
water?

“When the parson promised to send him a
little book on the subject, he replied, ‘I want
no book on it but the New restament, and if
you can give me a single passage to prove that
infants were ever baptised by Christ or his apos­
tles I will re-consider my position. I take my
stand on the New Testament.’ There he was,
and to that and its teaching he sought to bring
hi;; children. He lived long enough to sec all
his surviving children church members, and three
of his sons preachers.”—Dr. Charles Brown, in
“Reminiscences.”

GAMBLING IN ENGLAND.
A questionnaire was issued to over 100 in­

dividuals and organisations in England and
Wales. A selection of the replies received are
given here:

“Is betting and gambling very prevalent in
your district?”

“72 replies Very.”
“Is there a notable increase since the War?”
“65 replies Yes. 7 replies No.”
“To what extent do women indulge in belting

and gambling?”
“28 replies To a very great extent.”
“28 replies To a great extent.”
“17 replies To a small extent.”
“To what extent are children used as messen­

gers to convey bets to bookmakers?”
“7 replies To a very great extent.”
“13 replies To a great extent.”
“23 replies To a small extent.”
“8 replies Not at all.” . n
“What forms of betting and gambling cine .

obtain?” . ,
“77 replies give horse racing ns the principa

form.”

THE METHODS.
“What methods are

carry on the gambling?’
“Street betting is

standing in places known *
lake bets. L_ ....... ___ ____
for this purpose. Men arc puaivu ••• T s.
points in relays to watch for the P0^'0’,
actions are in ready money
accepted in a lesser degri

are adopted by those "1’

•arried on by men and
places known to their clicn
Bookmakers usually employ ng

posted al vantnM
or me pu««v—
>•, but credit bcls

—...................... ..... Uv„ree. Touts ««>1 *
exits of large factories to catch cm^0^|LeDcrs
leaving work. Tradesmen, small sh°p!'Juall
and hawkers receive bets. Racing ant . ”>s of
sweeps are organised in many large p n
employment. Books of football coupons
tribuled by agents.' Gard playing, c ”ncrs.
money goes on in fields, alleys, street c .C(S
houses, clubs, and trains. In some ^<jn)
women call daily al houses to receive ne tagen
occupiers—all bets taken in this way a
inside the house.” , incre®5^

“To what, in your opinion, is the ltilblc?
prevalence of belting and gambling attr
Is the cause— nplenH’0^

“An economic one—a desire to sup
income?”

“20 replies Yes.”
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Pennell of the Afghan Frontier
G. Percy Pittman.

THE INFLUENCE OF THE BIBLE
A missionary, keen on BiliU

responsible for the management of a nfll" ‘S
in bis town, reports the foliowine "B.i,’lc depot

‘‘This Bible depot has been the"L“ de'rll:~
ing tip work among high-easte people "s no T
agency has. We have sold n Inr,'^ . * K'r
English Bibles and Gospels to high-caJte'? mb °f

“Early one morning a high-cask. Mm 1 H,n(l'’s‘
man came to the depot and asked the * *'•Who is this Jesus vtho i-s^enii^TX^ra5 i
you gave inc yesterday? I .,'1 , 1
read the tract four times, and I eould‘’noTlle’e'p’ 
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IVou'tjisus?-1’0 •V0U lmve q"y books *n0"'

Newish,1'"80!'51 8!a<lly tokl llim concl'rning the
man T1’ ,.he l,iS|’-caSl<! Hindu Kentle-
Bul ho 1 «ll,r<;hase 0">-' for eight annas.
evnnLr ? 1 takc il from 11,0 haI’d of the
II,' v .rr°,r fcar of breaking his caste. So

c New Testament was placed on the Boor of
took !°P’ i,nd..‘hc high-caste Hindu gentlemantool, it way with great joy.

“Tins is one of many experiences which we
i me had at the dcpot.”-1927 Beport, Bombay
Auxiliary Bible Society.

Tlu- name of Doctor Pennell is known all over
the world as that of the intrepid missionary who
gave his life for the people of the north-west
frontier of India. It was a privilege recently to
hear his widow tell of the work among the
Afghans. She is an Indian lady, and a doctor,
and was the worthy mate of a remarkable man.
Pennell was the author of hooks, and his life
has been published, but Mrs. Pennell spoke from
her own experience. I wish I could tell the
story as she told it, with its graphic, pathetic and
humorous touches, and its revelation of her own
strong, winsome personality, but I must be con­
tent with the bald narration of a few of the
facts she laid before us.

They still

The Afghans claim to be Jews, descended from
the tribe of Benjamin, and their physiognomy
lends some confirmation to the claim. They
were converted to Mohammedanism nine years
after the prophet began to preach. 
send away the scapegoat into the wilderness

year, and sprinkle blood on their door-
Fanatical and daring to a degree, they

once :
posts.    . -
believe that if they kill an infidel they go straight
to paradise. Although, as Muslims, they are
supposed to abstain from all idolatry, they wor­
ship shrines and the tombs of saints. In olden
days they had no saints and no shrines to wor­
ship at, and were reproached for this by neigh­
boring tribes. In order to remove the reproach,
they invited a holy man who was living with a
tribe in a distant district to come and settle
among them and be their saint, and they would
reward him handsomely. He arrived and was
welcomed with much pomp, but soon after they
killed him, erected a beautiful shrine over Ins
grave, and have worshipped nt it ever since.

Dr. Pennell, besides being an eminent
ian, was an earnest evangelist, the fines /•
bination for a missionary. He »a. *.
preaching the gospel, nt the 1,osl’l,“ • , R.aIls
in the district, and as he was a ma
ami self-supporting, the common charge or <1
ing it all for a living could not be level led
him. Happy is the missionary who can preach
Hie gospel at his own charges. , (|1C
gelistic zeal made him a market ‘ the
fiercest opposition was “r°u.sa „SI,ccjallv be-
fanatical Afghans. The ‘ .' pcopie to
came bis enemies, and stirred P1 without
kill him. But the doctor was a solutdy w^
fear. He went everywheri classes as
precautions, and moved am k u nl I)t )r.
though there was no danger at wi|hnul
would sleep in the open 1 , ct>llId havc
even a dog to guard hull. whenever the
been killed scores of limes. taking his
Mullahs reproached the nun „ () . shnply
life, they shook their heads and said UK.
could not kill so brave a man. u)|v skcp.

On one occasion, when hc^1%Jh‘brought three
ing under the starry sky, • ■ (| (]R,in 1)V all
ruffians to his bedside an 1 7 . j llt courage
holy sanctions to kill the 1 rt"^alI>. refused.
appeals to the brave, and ■ turned up
Some time afterwards on1 ( crvdit for
nt the hospital, and claimed s

having saved the doctor’s life, because he could
have killed him, but did not. Many a time
Pennell’s life was saved simply by his fearless­
ness. Courage was the one thing needful foi
work among a wild, lawless, bloodthirsty people
like the Afghans.

They are very superstitious, and great believers
in charms. Frequently the doctor’s prescrip­
tions were found tied round their necks, and
sometimes the powders themselves, instead of
being taken, were bound round necks or arms
to keep evil spirits away. Once, on an ex­
pedition to the interior. Pennell’s camel slipped
and fell in the sandy bed of a river, and all the
pills for various. complaints were spilt in the
desert sand. An Afghan who happened to be
passing begged the doctor to allow him to pick
up the pills. He was told they were of no
use, as they were all mixed up and buried in the
sand, and only the doctor knew what complaints
they were good for. However, when Pennell
was out of sight the man went to infinite pains
to gather up the pills. Three years later the
doctor came that way again, and met this man,
who invited him to his shop with many expres­
sions of friendship.

“I, too, am a doctor now,” said he, “and I owe
all my success to you. Do you see that large
bottle on that shelf? It contains those assorted
pills which I picked up from the sand that day
after you had left. They are the favorite pills
in my shop, and the people will pay any price
for them. They have made my name as a doctor.”

To cure a wound or heal a chest complaint a
favorite remedy is to kill a sheep and tie the
skin, covered with raw flesh, on to the affected
part,’ and leave it there. The stench of the de­
caying flesh is so strong that when at last such
a patient is brought into the hospital for treat­
ment. the bearers have to tic up their noses.
Bloodletting is practised for all kinds of com­
plaints. and every disease has its own appropriate
vein. One English doctor who ordered blood­
letting for a certain disease was asked which
vein would be opened, and when he replied that
unv vein would do he was promptly turned down
as an ignoramus, and the patient taken away to
die. A chief, suffering from cataract, was told
bv Dr. Pennell that an operation was necessary.
but he refused time after time, till it was too
late Then he resorted to a quack fakir, who
scarified both eyes with a coarse iron file, and
the chief became stone-blind.

For extracting teeth the native blacksmiths
use villainous pincers eighteen inches long, and
pull with might and mam. In spite of all their
crude and barbarous methods, however, it is a
curious fact that the Afghans anticipated the
modern science of vaccination. Long befort
it was thought of in Europc. they used to take
the serum from one who had the small pox. and
inieet it into other persons at the wrist.

Purdah is so strict among them that on one
occasion Mrs. Pennell bad to wait twenty-four
hours at a certain house before she succeeded in
Si»s a"u" lu r -A ' 1
sick woman. Young girls on being married used
neier tn lie permitted to see their fathers face

again Illi lie died, wiR.n nR.v Rerc U|R.n jn |n
see his corpse. This, however, along with other
customs, I, Changing now. and the women are
allowed rather more freedom.

There was a man named Child, the son of a
miller, who prospered and rose to great power
in the land. He built a huge fort which shel­
tered two thousand outlaws and murderers. Once
an illness broke out among them, and Dr. Pen­
nell went alone, unarmed, to see the patients.
All round the courtyard, on every terrace, and
at all the windows, were villainous looking men
armed with rifles al cock, ready to be used on
the slightest provocation. After treating the
patients the doctor was introduced to a learned
hajjah, a man who had been on pilgrimage to
Mecca, and was esteemed an authority on the
faith. The doctor was invited to discuss the
relative merits of Christianity and Mohammedan­
ism with this man.

“Don’t be afraid of my men, doctor.” said the
chief. “If any of them should shoot al you I
will put a bullet through him at once, so go
ahead.”

Christian discussion is not at its best in a set­
ting such as this, but the doctor waded in. Chikki
sitting beside him with his gun on his knees,
and the audience of fanatical villains listening
with both ears. It was really a miracle that
the doctor got away safely.

This chief told Pennell that he. too, believed
in answers to prayer, and when asked to state
his reasons, replied.

“I always pray to Allah that whenever I raise
my rifle it may never miss its mark, and it never
does.”

Afghans are in the habit of cutting off their
wives’ noses if they arc caught looking al an­
other man. Sometimes they repent of this
afterwards, as their wives' good looks have been
spoiled, so they come to the hospital for ar­
tificial noses, in which commodity a good trade
is done. One man, who had not only cut off
his wife’s nose, but much of her lip as well, was
told that a new nose and lip would cost him two
pounds.

“Why.” said he, “I can buy a nuw wife for
live pounds. 1 won't pay it.”

However, his wife happened to be a good cook,
and that was her salvation. Ultimately be did
not divorce her. but paid for a new nose.

and the operation

a lav. with us that blood
I will surely avenge him

Once a tierce-looking Afghan brought his young
son to the hospital, and was told that an opera­
tion was imperative, to save the child’s lite. It
took hours to persuade him to allow it to be
done, but at last he consented, saying, however.
to the doctor.

“Hemember. though.
take your life. It is
must be avenged, and
if you kill him.”

the room watching bis hoy. and repeating.
“If he dies. I'll take your life.”
Mrs. Pennull at last said to her husband.

%25E2%2580%259Cr%25C2%25B0u.sa
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“Have faith in God!’’ the Master said,
Faith for to-day;

No matter how the road may turn.
Nor what delay,

He leads when we are his, and will,
With faultless hand;

And it is well for us to know
Our steps are planned.

“Have faith in God,” and it shall bind
The broken heart,

And clear for thee the road, although
Dear ones depart;

His word of power still commands
The winds to cease,

And within his conscious presence
Is peace, sweet peace.

TAKE YOUR HANDS OUT OF YOUR POCKETS.
To begin with, it does not look well when a

young man crooks his arms and thrusts his
hands into his pockets, making a figure 8 of
himself, and then stands up against the sunny
side of the house.

How would the girls look, all turned into 8’s
and leaning against the wall? How would your
mother look in that posture? Catch her doing
it! You don’t find her hands in her pockets.
Your mother's hands! While you are loafing,
they are the hands that sew and bake and stew
and fry and sweep and darn and nurse, but she
does not sink them in her pockets and then loll
against a building.

Are your hands cold? Warm them at the end
of the hoe handle and scythe. Swing the ham­
mer; drive the plane, flourish the axe. There
is untold caloric about the spade, trowel, and
wrench.

Besides, pocket heat is not profitable. Have
you money there, though? Are your pockets
the safes in which you have hidden treasure,
and your hands the bolts that secure the safe
door? Money may be there to-day, but it won’t
be a guest over to-morrow night. An idler's
money is apt to leap out of his pocket. It is
likely to go for a pipe, a cigar, a tobacco plug,
a mug of ale. There is no money in pocket­
warming.

Take your bands out of your pockets, young
man! You are losing time. Time is valuable.
People feel it at the other end of the line, when
death is near. Time is a quarry. Every hour
may be a nugget of gold. It is time in whose
invaluable moments we build our bridges, spike
the iron rails to the sleepers, launch our ships.
dig our canals, run our factories. You might
have planted twenty hills of potatoes while I
have been talking to you, young man. Take
your hands out of your pockets!—Robert
Burdette.

A MISSIONARY’S TESTIMONY.
Dr. E. Stanley Jones, in his now famous book,

“The Christ of the Indian Road,” relates the fol­
lowing incident: On one occasion he had an in­
terview with an Indian Maharajah who was ad­
dicted to drink. Mr. Jones begged him to give
it up, and the Prince replied: “Mr. Jones, I can’t
do it. The fact is I was almost a Christian when
I first went to England, for Christianity appealed
to me because of its sense of brotherhood; but
I was educated there with Macaulay in one hand
and a whisky hottie in the other. But I will
make you this promise. I am going to America,
and since you have prohibition in America I
won’t be able to get it then, so I will give it up
when I go there.” And the writer adds: The
whole world is bending over in expectancy to
see what we are going to do with this matter of
prohibition. If we should fail, it would set 

back the clock of moral progress for fifty or a
hundred years. We must not fail. Thus does
evangelistic work in the Orient depend upon con­
ditions at home.

THE INDIAN SEEKER’S JOY.
The most pathetic instance of the yearning of

the human for the divine I have ever come
across is that related by Dr. Whipple, the Bishop
of Minnesota. “Some years ago,” he said, “an
Indian stood at my door, and as I opened the
door, he knelt at my feet. Of course, I told
him not to kneel. He said, ‘My father, I only
kneel because my heart is warm to a man that
pitied the red man. I am a wild man; my home
is five hundred miles from here. I knew that
all the Indians to the cast of the Mississippi had
perished, and I never looked into the faces of
my children without my heart being sad. My
father had told me of the Great Spirit, and I
have often gone out into the woods and tried to
talk to him.’ Then he said so sadly as he looked
into my face, ‘You don't know what I mean; you
never stood in the dark, and stretched out your
band, and could not take hold of anything. Then
I heard one day that you had brought to the
red man a wonderful story of the Son of the
Great Spirit.’ That man sat as a child, and he
heard anew the story of the love of Jesus. And
when we met again, he said, as he laid his hand
on his heart, ‘It is not dark here now. It laughs
all the time.’”

THE PITMAN’S RUSE.
Mr. Tom Sykes amused an audience composed

largely of Notts miners, by relating his experi­
ence in a barber’s shop at Durham. A typical
pitman sat there, but he repeatedly declined to
take his place in the chair, offering his “turn”
to everybody who arrived later, Asked at
length for his reason, the artful miner, with a
broad smile, said: “You see, we are spring-clean­
ing at our house, and after I had gone some er­
rands for the missus, I saw her getting out the
dolly stick! So I said, ‘Aye, lass, I will just go
to the barber’s and get my hair cut.’” He was
making this “errand” last as long as possible,
“because,” as Mr. Sykes laughingly added, “spring-
cleaning moves you!”

CONVENIENT BUSHELS.
“The bushels we use nowadays to hide our

lights have, by constant use, become labelled so
that they arc always ready to be popped on at
convenient moments. If you look into your
mental storeroom, haven’t you a neat row of
bushels growing more and more into the shape
of extinguishers? These are some of the
bushels:—

“‘It’s not my job Io say anything.’
‘“Times have changed, and we with time.*
“‘I shall get such a name for interfering?
‘“It’s only a bit of fun?
“ ‘Live and let live?
“‘I don’t make any parade of my religion?
“‘Once in a while doesn’t matter?
“‘Every one does it?
“‘I didn’t enter into any discussion on the

matter?
“‘We must be all things to all men?”—Herston

Travers, in “Methodist Magazine.”

Lily—“I’m not to get married til) I’m 30.”
Joan—“I’m not to be 30 until I’m married.”

The Family Altar.
-----------  J.C.F.P.------------

Monday.
I was to them as they that lift up the yoke ot

their jaws; and I laid food before lhein.J
Hosea 11: 4.

“A man has a mystic power of a wonderful kind
upon the animals over whom he is placed.
When a kind carter gels down at a hill, and
throwing the reins on his beast’s back, will
come to its head and touch it with his bare
hands, and speak to it as if it were his fellow;
till the deep eyes fill with light, and out of
these things, so much weaker than itself, a
touch, a glance, a word, there will come to it
new strength to pull the stranded waggon on­
ward. The man is as a god to the beast,
coming down to help it. and it almost makes
the beast human that he does so. Not other­
wise does Hosea feel the help which God gives
his own on the weary hills of life.”

Reading—Hosea 11-12.

Tuesday.
Ephraim shall say. What have I to do any

more with idols?—Hosea 14: 8.
“Purge me from every sinful blot;

My idols all be east aside.
Cleanse me from every sinful thought,

From all the filth of self and pride.”
Reading—Hosea 13-14.

Wednesday. \
The beasts of the field pant unto thee; for the

waler brooks are dried up, and the fire hath
devoured the pastures of the wilderness.
—Joel 1: 20.

“Every verse in the first chapter of Joel,” re­
marks Prof. Robertson Smith, “sparkles with
gems. . . . The fig-tree stripped of its bark,
standing white against the arid landscape; the
sackcloth girt bride waiting for her husband;
the night watch of the supplicating priests; the
empty and ruinous garners; the perplexed rush
of the herds maddened with heat and thirst; or
the unconscious supplication in which they raise
their heads to heaven in piteous lowing, arc all
indicated with a concrete pregnancy of
language.”

Reading—Joel 1-2.

Thursday.
Seek him that . . . turneth the shadow

of death into the morning.—Amos 5: 7.
When, in the Valley of the Shadow of Death.

the day broke, Christian said, “He hath turne
the shadow of death into the morning.”

Reading—Amos 5: 1-15.

Friday.
Woe to them that are at ease in Zion.

Amos 6: 1. ,
“Those that are at ease may mean those wn

have no concern about the threatened judgmen s
and who have no deep concern for the sal'a
tion of their own souls.” Such indifference
fatal.

Reading—Amos 6.

Saturday. j
Though thou mount on high as the eagle,

though thy nest be among the stars, 1 ' ___
bring thee down from thence, saith Jehova
Obadiah 4. # „

“Though like this bird thou get int® .
highest clifT of the highest rock, it "',11 .
avail thee. To defend thee when Jehovah
determined thy destruction, thy deepest^ca
and highest rocks will be equally useless

Reading—Obadiah.

Sunday.
Salvation is of Jehovah.—Jonah 2: , ion
“All deliverance from danger, Prc^cr'ntion

of life, recovery from sickness, and reclemI
of the soul from the power, guilt, and P° ,l .*•
of sin, is from Jehovah. He alone is Savim

Rending—Jonah 1-2.
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Prayer Meeting Topic.
(December bl.) r

HARRIED BUT NOT HEMMED IN.
(2 Corinthians 4: 8.)

F. J. S1VYER, B.A.
“On every side I am harried hut nni-i. ,

in." Dr. Moffatt’s translation finely preserves
the military tone of the Greek verbs in the
apostle’s sentence. It suggests the i("a of
an army harassed on every side by a persistent
enemy, but, by reason of its well-formed ranks
the army is never completely hemmed in. It
is always able to advance.

Although tile apostle did not write this epistle
from prison, yet in the light of ins subsequent
experiences, this sentence reminds us of the
lyrical lines by Colonel Lovelace:

“Stone walls do not a prison make,
Nor iron bars a cage;

Minds innocent and quiet take
That for an hermitage.

If I have freedom in my love
And in my love am free,

Angels alone that soar above
Enjoy such liberty.”

Without troubling to enquire as to what were
the forces that opposed Paul on this occasion.
we may with profit consider some of the liberties
and privileges that always belong to the true fol­
lower of Christ.

it from the beloved.
of the altogether w
•Jesus, challenged: '
the love of Christ?
tress, or persecution, or
or peril, or sword?”
his own ~...-----
suaded that neither death, nor

. nor principalities,
sent, nor things to come, nor
nor anything else in God which is in
separate us from the love
Christ Jesus our Lord.” denied liberty of

Because we can never i infinite love,
thought, the throne of gratU aiwaVs possible.
then Christian service is a ’ temptation
With every trial, every sorr . • jf wc seek
God sets before us the °PC vi|j qnd not only
for and use this open door. waV to service.
the way to liberty but a- an(] wait.”
“They also serve who only s « messaGE

TOPIC FOR DECEMBER 2 .
OF THE NAME—Matt- 1: ' •

Liberty of Thought.
“My mind to me a kingdom is.” It is a king­

dom which we carry with us wherever wc go,
and when we will; no matter what the company
and what the circumstances, we may enter this
kingdom and enjoy its liberty and its treasure.
Whatsoever things are true, lovely, of good re­
port, keep thinking on these things, and by so
doing, wc store up strength and sunshine against
the grey days when the clouds hang low. Fill
the mind with a variety of good things in early
life, and old age will not find us lonely and
hemmed in.

The Throne of Grace.
No matter how the affairs of life harass and

seem to hem one in, there is always one way
open—the way to the throne of grace. Life
was closing in fast for Hezekiah. His work was
only half done, when the prophet stood before
him with the words, “Set thy house in order,
for thou shall die, and not live.” Then Heze on i
turned his Cnee to the wall and prayed unto the
Lord. It was the only way left linn. He took
it, and it led to life and liberty. Remember no
matter how harassed and hemmed in we become,
the way to the throne is always open.

The Love of God.
No one need feel entirely f°7»kc" wh°

the conscious recipient of a great o .
laughs at looks and burners,^otlimg

Wonderful love of God in Christ
“What shall separate us from

Shall tribulation, or dis-
or famine, or nakedness,

or sworn.- And out of the^ess of
rich experience he replied. a|1|!cls,

ui.iino "■ --- - . i-nii be able to
nor anything else in creaU • • is in
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NEWS AND NOTES.
New South W’ales.

At the November meeting of the Bible School
and Noting People’s Committee in New South
Males, the following plans were made:—

1. The fifth annual harbor excursion, under the
auspices of the Young People’s Committee, is
to take place on Saturday, February 18.

2. That a fifty days’ campaign be conducted in
the schools and churches, commencing January
14 and concluding on the first Sunday in March
with monster rallies in the schools, and a worthy
annual offering in the churches.

3. That the committee accepts the responsi­
bility of establishing a Bible School forthwith
in a new centre.

4. That every effort be made to establish tea­
cher training class’es in every centre at an early
date.

Victoria.
Since the commencement of the conference

year our Bible Schools have been making steady
progress. From many centres we hear of re­
cord attendances, while the largest school in the
brotherhood, that at Thornbury, continues to
make wonderful headway.

The new school at Wangaratta is growing
every week, while the branch school that has
been opened by the Footscray church at Totten­
ham is opening up splendidly. Next Sunday the
church at Minyip will open a Bible School, which
we feel sure will greatly help the work of the
kingdom in that centre. For all these signs of
growth and vitality we thank God and take
courage.

AUSTRAL GRADED LESSONS AND THE
TEACHER.

The Austral Graded Lesson system has now
been in use among our Australian schools for
about ten years. From a humble beginning
the scheme has won its way, until to-day the
great majority of our schools are using our own
lesson system. Here and there we find a school
that docs not use them, mainly because they do
not quite understand the benefits to be derived
from a graded lesson system.

Like every other lesson system, the scheme
must not be looked on as perfect. The editors
of the literature are wide-awake men. and are
ever on the alert to find ways and means for
improving the quality of the work. AVe have
everv reason to be proud of the work that has
been done, and we may rest assured that with
the passing of the years the quality of the les­
sons and their suitability for use in our Aus­
tralian Bible Schools will always be kept to the
Front bv the editors. .‘ Occasionally we hear the lessons adversel
criticised by our teachers. fills is only to 

expected, and where the criticism is just and con­
structive it is gladly welcomed. Sometimes we
arc told that the questions set in the scholars’
band work books arc too hard, while on the
other hand many complain that they are al­
together too easy. It is hard to please every­
body, nor, I suppose, is it possible to do so. How­
ever, I sometimes fear that the difficulties that
crop up come through the misuse of the system.
For instance we find that some of our teachers
require their scholars to do the home work be­
fore the lesson is taught. Perhaps they do so
thinking that the reading of the lesson that is
necessary in the answering of the questions set
will help prepare them for the teaching of the
lesson on the succeeding Sunday. This may lie
true, but it is hardly fair to ask the children to
prepare home work on a lesson that lias not
been taught. The framers of our lesson system
never expected that teachers would follow this
method. The questions set in the home work
book are to be answered by scholars who have
already had the lesson taught to them. To
reverse the method of approach is to throw too
big a strain upon the scholar, and tends to dis­
courage him.

Further, it will help both the teacher and the
scholar if. when the lesson is being taught, par­
ticular attention is paid to the questions set in
the scholar’s work book. If the teacher takes
pains to see that the answer to each question
is clearly stated, any scholar who is properly
attentive should not have any difficulty in com­
pleting the home work in a satisfactory manner.
It might help if each teacher were given a
scholar’s work book along with his lesson quar­
terly, but this seems hardly necessary when the
teacher can borrow one from one of his scholars.

Again, the teacher of the lesson should bear
in mind that the home work set is not to be re­
garded as mandatory. The questions are drawn
up with a view to helping the teacher in his
work, but if the teacher feels that the questions
arc too difficult, it is quite within his province
to set questions of his own choosing. Again,
it may be found that one of the questions set
seems more difficult than the others. If so.
ask the scholars to answer the simple questions
and to leave the hard ones unanswered. Il is
far better to haw them answer two questions
well than to do three in an indifferent manner.

There are many more features that the editors
would like to introduce, hut this can only be
done as the demand for the literature grows.
and more money becomes available for the work.
The lessons base proved a great help to those
engaged in the work of teaching the young, and
if we al) work patiently toward their improw-
mcnl we will gradually n ow onward to even a
more satisfactory series of lessons than we haw
at present.

New Veteran Bible School, Queensland.
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Foreign Missions.
zzpq Conducted by G. T. Walden, M.A. w —

VISITING THE NEW HEBRIDES.
(Continued.)

A Great Communion Service.
At the communion service there were

over four hundred took of the bread and
wine. The deacons who passed the em­
blems and the people who received them
seemed to enter into the joyousness and sacred­
ness of the feast. The offering was then taken
up, and all of the coins were in silver, and very
few threepenny bits. As I looked at this gather­
ing of mostly Christian men and women, though
some were friendly heathen, I thanked God and
took courage, and part of my joy was the feel­
ing that I represented the great Australian bro­
therhood in the joy that would be in their hearts
at the success that had attended their work m
the New Hebrides. These people are not black

Mr. and Mrs. F. MacKie,
and Melville.

people: they are light colored. They belong to
the Polynesian group, and it seemed to me as
if one could know that Christ was in their hearts
by the expression on their faces. Physically
many of the men are handsome. They have
well-shaped features and high foreheads, and
some of the women and girls are quite beauti­
ful, and the little children have the most at­
tractive faces. I felt proud of my newly-dis­
covered brothers and sisters in Christ. These
impressions were deepened as I visited the vari­
ous churches and had fellowship with the
brethren.
Made a Chief.

When the meeting was concluded I had a sur­
prise. Although I only arrived on the Thurs­
day, by some of those mysterious ways natives
can communicate with each other, with no posts,
no telephones, the Christian people heard of my
arrival and decided to inaugurate me as a chief
of Oba. I had a seat provided for me, but I
decided to stand. The whole company of six
hundred men, women and children, many women
with babies fastened on their backs, marched
passed me and each one shook my hand, and as
they shook hands they left in my hand a silver
coin as a gift to the new chief. The mothers
were very anxious that I should shake hands
with their babies, and though it might delay
the procession a minute, they stayed until they
were able to pull out the baby’s hands that it
might shake the new chief; but I hope they fell.
better still, that they were shaking hands with
a brother in Christ from Australia. Each little 

baby had a coin in its hand to give to me as I
shook hands with it.

In the afternoon we had another service, and
at the conclusion of this a great many of the
people who had come from a distance returned
home before dark. The night service was
largely for the Nduindui people. I preached in
the afternoon, and Bro. MacKie preached a very
good sermon at the night service.

(To be Continued.)

CABLE FROM DR. KILLMIER.
The following cable, received Monday, was dated

Dec. 1, Yunnanfu, China, addressed, “Gospel,
Adelaide”:—

“Taking furlough, delay Anderson.—Killmier.”
We cannot send any explanation of this be­

yond the fact stated. Nothing in the last let­
ter of Dr. Killmier hinted his doing this, but
we feel sure that he has the strongest reasons
for taking this step. We can only patiently
await fuller information a little later.

MR. AND MRS. ENNISS IN INDIA.
Bro. and Sister Enniss and daughter have been

in India visiting our mission stations. Bro. En­
niss writes that he has been delighted with the
work that is being done by our missionaries in
India. He says, “First impressions upon us
on reaching our Indian mission station were
distinctly good, and further insight has made
us to feel that a splendid work is being done
by folks of tine mettle. If only many of our
Australian brethren could visit here money would
flow much more freely in the Foreign Mission
coffers than al present. I imagine that com­
pared with the same outlay in work alone, and
for the same capital expenditure, the work here
shows up well. I am full of admiration for
the workers both Australian and Indian. I
have seen their settlement, industrial, evan­
gelistic and medical work; I know now the de­
grading, depressing environment of the mis­
sionary, and see something of the terrific
struggle of the native evangelist and of all
native Christians, and I am convinced that these
workers badly need the supporting prayers of
a great brotherhood, while they richly merit all
that can be done to render their homes com­
fortable, their expanding work possible, and the
future of the missionary and his children secure.
No one al home ought to begin to think about
sacrificial service, at least before visiting our
own and other missions.” Bro. Enniss ex­
pects to reach Adelaide on Dec. 24 by the
“Naldern.” and after remaining there four weeks,
will continue his journey to Victoria.

Vera Coventry has been troubled with sickness
for some time past, and recently her tonsils
were removed by Dr. Oldfield al Wai Hospital
She has been troubled for a long time with
them. There were also adenoids. We hope
that she will get much stronger now.

Bro. A. A. Hughes, speaking of the loss of
their little boy, says: “Dr. and Mrs. Oldfield have
been wonderfully good to us. and we have cause
to love and appreciate them very much They
have done all that skill guided by love can do
Mr. and Mrs. Enniss, who by divine providence
were with us at the time, were a source of verv
great comfort. Because of our finite and
short-sighted understanding the reason of our
loss is a great mystery to us. Some day we’ll
understand.”

December 8, l9,.

LYGON-STREET,
Lord’s Day Evening,
December 18, 7 p.m.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICE.
The Choir will sing a series of

CHRISTMAS CAROLS and Barnby's “THE Filter
CHRISTMAS.” ,,tbr

Soloists.
Miss Edna Bagley, soprano;

Mr. T. Thompson, bass; Mr. Colin Dabb tenor
Miss M. E. Pittman, L.M.A., Organist. *

Conductor, Mr. E. Tippett.
Recitation by Miss Elsie Preston.

Christmas Address by A. G. Saunders, B.A.

VICTORIAN FOREIGN MISSIONARY "
COMMITTEE.

Monday, December 19, 1927, at 8 p.m,
SWANSTON-ST. CHAPEL.

FAREWELL LANTERN LECTURE BY
MISS F. M. CAMERON,

Matron of Girls’ Home, Shrigonda, India.
Beautiful Views of our Work among the

Children on the Mission Fields.
Farewell messages by representative speakers.

Fill Swanston-st. on 19th.

DEATH.
MORRISON.—On Nov. 22. at his residence,

508 Urquhart-st., Ballarat, .lames Dewey, dearly
beloved husband of Jane Morrison, loved father
of Hcttie and Joe, anil loved brother of Mary
(Mrs. W. J. Bovell, W.A.), and Joseph H. (Hor­
sham), in his 62nd year.

IN MEMORIAM.
JENNER.—In loving memory of our darling

baby, Silvanus James. “Safe in the arms of
Jesus.”

We still miss you baby dear,
But God, who knoweth best.

Held wide his loving arms, and said,
“Come unto me and rest.”

—Inserted by his loving parents, Alice and Silas.
VINICOMBE.—In loving memory of our dear

husband and father, William Edward Vinicombc,
who was called home on Dec. 18, 1926, in his 57th
year. He rests from his labors, but his works
follow him.
—Inserted by his loving wife and family.

“THE COTTAGE,” TIPPERARY, DAYLESFORD.
“Prettiest spot in tlio district.”

Superior Accommodation. Home Cooking. Five
minutes to Tipperary Spring. Central to ah

other Mineral Springs. Delightful walks.
Tariff, £2/2/-; Christmas, £3/3/-.

M. E. Thompson
(Late member Bambra-rd. church).

FOR SALE.
One or two fine building blocks, Hassel

Estate, Canterbury; three minutes Riversda e
tram, direct to city, ten minutes Hartwell <>r
East Camberwell churches; splendid views; nca
school. For bed-rock price and particulars.
Luke. 14 Highfield-rd., Canterbury. _

WANTED. . ,
Brethren and sisters staying in Warburto

(Vic.) are invited to meet for worship
breaking of bread with the Footscray 1
School camp on Sundays, Dec. 25 and Jan. 1
11 am. Location, close to Warburton House-

NEW TESTAMENT
Specially Suitable for New Converts.

Size 3 in. x 4} x /g .
Gilt Edges, Bound in Attractive Covers,

with Four-page Inset on 11 How to Become
a Christian.” 1/6 per copy.

Austral Co., 528, 530 FJizabeth-st., Melbournfl
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Bro .1. K. Martin began his WOrl< as |)rcacI.,,r
lor the M.vnnmn-llawthorne Circuit, Quee s-land, last Lord s day. queens

The Victorian General Boreas will hold their
usual meeting on Wednesday, Dec. 14, in Swan-
slon-st. hall. Iron) IMO till I p.,„. All sisters
wiik'nino. **

On Monday we received the following tele­
gram:- DespHe heavy rain, big meeting Hin-
riehsen-Brooker mission, Warrogul, Vic Sun­
day night seven decisions—five men, two women
—“Wigney.”

I he World (.all of November contains an
article on "Getting Acquainted with Australia.”
This is from the pen of Jesse M. Bader. Various
illustrations accompany the article—photographs
of lion. William Morrow (our Federal Confer­
ence President 1 and Mrs. Morrow, Mr. R. Lyall,
and I'edcral F.M. Committee; and pictures of
Grote-st. church buildings, S.A, and Brighton
chapel, Vic.

Bro. A. E. Illingworth has accepted an invita­
tion to labor with the church at Northcole, Vic.
He expects to commence there on the first Sun­
day in March, 1928. In February last the church
decided to engage a full-time preacher as soon
as practicable, and in the interim Bro. J. C. F.
Pittman has rendered most acceptable service
in a part-time capacity. He will be free after
next February to assist another church in the
same way.

Writing for some literature from the Austral
Co. Bro. M. Glaistcr, of Auckland, N.Z., says:
“We have had 46 decisions in Dominion-rd.
church in the past four Sundays; quite a mild
revival. At least 35 are senior members of the
school or Bible Class members, or folk who
have come through the school or Bible Classes.
and the big majority are between 15 and 27
years of age with an average age of about 18.
We wish to build these young people up.’’

Orders for the Almanac should be placed with
the Austral now. Generally there is a great
rush al Christinas time, and postal delays result.
We remind church secretaries that plans for
1928 should be secured in order to give tune
for writing out. The leaflets containing hymns,
Scripture readings, prayer meeting topics
the plan for reading through the cs ain , •
are so cheap (3<I. dozen, posted) that their Bld -

■ □ is possible to every church. It
cost very little to give every member a

Thus. Bagger desires to
has been secured I in cash and

•i’n.9 There is still room foias soon as possible? niere cosl
further contributions, as tie .
more than was at first “hurch
work to which every
should contribute.
surer, Bro. A. J. G
Adelaide, S.A. . r c«irctcd

The Austral Co. has printed ® These
Daily Scripture Bendings for • TeasCi who
have been arranged by Bro.. * • • XcW Tesla-
I’as chosen readings from There arc ninny
meats for alternative days. suc]) a scicc-
t'.hristians who might be he p vothing would
tion of appropriate ’ h ti,an that regu-
be of greater gain to the . j t|ie mem-
inf Bible reading were pr readings, the
hers. In addition to the ‘ of clas51ncd
little booklet contains a n> Christ the
studies on “Bow to Ise *>,L *’ of Scripture.
''aster of our Service, I r.. B(.Ilevfr, and
What the Holy Spirit Docs f commend
other helpful themes. W*. h dozen.
the booklet. The price is 

spread use
would
copy.

Bro.
£3,000 _______
for the work at Canberra.
helped please -----...
who have made promises .

••• « There is
as t— _ -

rst anucjjHiivv.. -
member and every church
Please send to the tre

rd. King’s Grove. Tranmere,

their , II , Pr<iSS h”nlts 10 °"r "Kents for
ralian r • 5T' cc ln distributing the ”Ans-rahan Christum’’ m the churches and collect-
nt, subscnpBons. Were it not for their help

l ubhcation would be more difficult and expen-
■ * Subscribers are asked to recognise the
voluntary work of agents in a practical wav—

paying promptly and cheerfully when sub­
scriptions arc due. Some of our helpers gel
discouraged . because their modest requests for
payment do not meet with an encouraging re­
sponse. We wish for all who are advancing our
interests a very happy Christmas and a bright
New Year.

I he Melbourne City Mission makes an appeal
to the generous public to enable it to bring
succour and cheer to those in destitution and
distress at the approaching Christmas season.
The mission, an unsectarian institution entirely
dependent on voluntary contributions, operates
among the poor outside the churches in ten mis­
sion districts, and manages four homes for
women, girls and infants, providing accommoda­
tion in all for about 80 persons. The mission
has a staff of fifteen missionaries. This is re­
garded as the hardest year since the war period.
The sum of £1,922 was spent in direct relief dur­
ing the year ended June 30 last. Since then
available funds have been exhausted, and with
the demands which Christmas makes upon or­
ganised relief, the mission looks to a sympathetic
public for the extra gifts of the season with
which to meet its requirements. £5 would be
a boon, but the smallest gift will help. Over
2,500 articles will be required in order that the
Christmas trees may be well laden for the chil­
dren attending the mission schools and clubs,
and that seasonable gifts may be provided for
needy families and for lonely, sick and aged
folk, to whom but for Christmas kindness the
festive season will bring only a keener sense of
loneliness. Gifts in cash or goods will be grate­
fully and promptly acknowledged by the super­
intendent and secretary (Mr. A. W. Bean). 286
Exhibit ion-sl., Melbourne. Parcels labelled
“For Charity’’ will be carried freight free on
Victorian railways. They should bear the name
and address of the sender for identification and
acknowledgment, and they should be forwarded
ns early as possible.

Ac-
JESSE M. BADER ON AUSTRALIA.

In his “World Call” article on “Getting
quainted with Australia,” Jesse M. Bader writes
as follows:—

The music in every conference was superb.
Nowhere in the world can brethren be found
who excel the Australian brotherhood in sing­
ing the great hymns and anthems of the church.
It is worth the effort of a trip across the Pacific
Ocean to hear them sing. Everyone sings.
Everyone sings heartily . N®nc|who.bSJf?"<^
heard can ever forget their sing ng of 0for a
Thousand Tongues to Sing and All Hail the
Power of Jesus' Name,” to the tune of Diadem.
Sometimes the combined choirs with as many as
150 voices would sing. It was a demonstration
nf evangelism in gospel singing.

Our greatest centre of strength is Melbourne.
Here are to be found sixty congregations, which
is the largest number of churches in any given
eitv throughout our world brotherhood, Ban
arc about thirty churches in Adelaide. fhi
"hurdles in all the city centres practise the
nnlicv of decentralisation. No church is large
h. membership. In. Melbourne, with sixty con­
gregations. the largest lias only 318 members.
This is a deliberate policy and is one Ilia the
tmerican brotherhood can well afford tAmer can To of (h|..p lnl.nlbl,rs and
organise' another church in a growing suburb is 

a Bling of which these churches are proud ami
about It they even boast.

Evangelism is not easy in New Zealand and
Australia. rhe two greatest sources of results
icre as elsewhere are the evangelism of child­

hood and youth in the Bible School and homes
and the holding of revival meetings. The losses
in memberships by death and removals absorb
almost all the gains. The Australian brethren
keep their church records very carefully and
their statistics therefore arc most reliable.

The Australian brotherhood is most hospit­
able and very warm-hearted. Their unique
custom of welcome meetings and addresses of
welcome make one feel at ease immediately. Thcv
have the most cordial and brotherly feeling to­
wards their brethren in America. Many from
the American churches have worked and visited
among them; while on the other hand, many of
them have come to our land and churches, some
to remain. The American brethren owe much
to the Australian and New Zealand churches be­
cause of tlie excellent preachers who have come
out from their congregations to work among our
churches.

CHURCH UNION IN CHINA.
"The New York Times” of October 3 gave front

page, top, double colurtin space to a cablegram
from Henry F. Misselwitz. its Shanghai corres­
pondent, reporting the union of Presbyterian.
Congregational and fourteen other groups of de­
nominational churches to form the Church of
Christ in China, composed wholly of Chinese.
The union is said to have the approval of the
American boards, the Presbyterian leader, E. C.
Lobenstine. one of the secretaries of the National
Christian Council, having just reached Shanghai
from New York. It stated also that a thousand
congregations in sixteen provinces of China
and including a third of the Protestants of the
country are represented. The twelve hundred
missionaries affected are to continue with little
change of function for the present, acting in
an advisory capacity rather than with direct
authority.

THE EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS.
Following is a copy of the letter sent to the

Chief Secretary, and also to the Commissioner
of Police in New South Wales on behalf of the
Baptist Union:—“To the Commissioner of
Police, Sydney. Dear Sir.—By direction of the
Executive Committee, I beg to convey to you the
earnest protest of the Baptist Union against the
proposal to carry the “Host" through the public
streets of Sydney, and on the Harbor, in con­
nection with the Boman Catholic Congress of 
1928.

"The Baptist Union wishes it to be clearly un­
derstood that it makes no protest against a pro­
cession. nor against the carrying of the "Host”
by Boman Catholics within their own churches
or grounds. Il concedes to all the religious
liberty it claims for itself. But the religious
teaching of the Boman Catholic church in re­
gard to the •Host* is entirely repugnant to Pro­
testants. and the Baptist Union fears that to
attempt to carry the ‘Host’ through the public
streets may lead to opposition and possibly to

Yours faithfully.

violence.
"Although the Baptists do not own allegiance

to the Anglican church, yet that represents the
established religion of Gnat Britain, and the
Prayer Book, in Article XXV. status: ‘The Sacra­
ments were not ordained of Christ to be gazed
upon, or to be carried about.’ Also in Article
X.XVI1U ‘The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
was not by Christ’s ordinance reserved, carried
about, lifted up. or worshipped.’

“It is. no doubt, within your knowledge that
a similar proposal to carrx the •Host’ in pro-
cession in London, in the year I9-S was pro­
hibited bv the British Government, on the ground
that it was calculated to provoke trouble and
possible rioting. The Baptist Inion th. ref it
hopes that you will prohibit thy ,larPlnk,
the ‘Host’ in the procc'
stands, are being arran;
W. lliglvtt. Secretary.
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BORDERTOWN AND KANIVA DISTRICT
CONFERENCE.

The half-yearly conference of Bordertown and
Kaniva districts, Vic., held al Bordertown, Nov. 20
and 23. was from every point of view a splendid
success.

There were very large audiences. The Border­
town Institute was engaged for all services. Both
morning meetings were an inspiration. On Lord’s
day morning members from the three churches
in the Bordertown district met at a united break­
ing of bread meeting, and 150 partook of the
Lord’s Supper. Wednesday morning meetings
were even slightly better attended, a large num­
ber of members having come from Kaniva. Bro.
Goldsworthy, one of the number, presided over
the gathering. At each of the afternoon meet­
ings there was an attendance of 225. There was
an audience of 250 on Sunday evening, and on
Wednesday evening, the final meeting of the
conference, 270 were present.

Bro. L. E. Verco, president of the Conference,
was chairman al Wednesday afternoon’s session.
Bro. Davis gave the Lillimur report, and Bro.
Brown dealt with the work at Kaniva. He re­
ferred to the very high esteem in which Bro.
Benn, who has tendered his resignation, was held
throughout the district. Bro. Benn spoke of
the splendid spiritual atmosphere that charac­
terised the churches. Bro. F. B. Dinning said
there had been six additions to the church’ al
Wampoony, and that attendances had slightly in-^
creased. Bro. E. P. Verco mentioned that at
Bordertown and Mundalla there had been an im­
provement in all departments of church life. Bro.
F. Cornelius also spoke. It was resolved that
appreciation of the splendid services of Bro.
Ewers be recorded in the minutes, and that a
letter of thanks be forwarded to the Mile End
church for releasing their preacher.

The special items presented by,the conference
choir, efficiently trained by Bro. C. S. Wylie, the
singing by the Bodrerlown male quartette parly
and the solos of Bro. A. Williams, of Kaniva, were
greatly enjoyed.

The addresses reached a very high standard.
Bro. A. B. Benn gave two very fine discourses
on “Spying Out the Land of Canaan,” and
Ezekiel’s Vision of Dry Bones.”

The visit of Bro. W. L. Ewers has been a great
help to the churches. On Sunday afternoon he
gave an encouraging address on “What is that
in thine Hand?” At each of the other meet­
ings he dealt with some phase of the theme “The
Church during 2,000 Years.”

Great credit is due to the sisters of the Bor­
dertown and Mundalla churches for the way in
which they provided for the material needs of
Conference.—F. Cornelius.

CELEBRATIONS AT WANGARATTA, VIC.
Following the recent tent mission, efforts were

made by the Home Missionary Committee through
the Church Extension Committee to erect a build­
ing that would serve the dual purpose of chapel
and Bible School. On Nov. 26 Mr. and Mrs.
Bobt. Lyall, and Mr. and Mrs. A. E. Kemp, to­
gether with Mr. Win. Gale, representing both
committees, journeyed to Wangaralta, and were
present when Mrs. Geo. Jackel, before a large
and representative gathering, turned the key in
the door and declared the building open. In the
short service that followed, which was presided
over by Mr. Rohl. Lyall, the Mayor, Cr. G.
Handley, who was accompanied by the Mayoress,
presented congratulations and wished the church
success. Greetings from the Home Missionary
Committee and Conference Executive were
spoken by Mr. Wm. Gale. A much appreciated
greeting was presented by the Baptist minister,
Mr. Brooks. Acknowledgments of messages were
made by Mr. Geo. Jackel and Mr. A. N. Hinrich-
sen, who that day commenced his full-time
ministry with the church. Al the evening ses­
sion Mr. Gale gave his illustrated lantern lecture
on the work of the Victorian churches.

Visitors at the morning meeting, apart from
the committee representatives, included Mr. and 

Mrs. Blackwell and family, from Wodonga. Mr.
Jackel, senr., and Mr. Baden Jackel, from Henalla;
Mr. and Mrs. F. Cowper and Mr. Smith, from
Yarrawonga. Mr. A. E. Kemp read the Scrip­
tures, and Mr. Gale gave the address.

At the Bible School in the afternoon, the spea­
kers were Mr. IL Lyall and Mr. Gale, a duet he-
ing rendered by Mrs. A. E. Kemp and Mr. R.

*The largest gathering of all assembled at night,
when Mr. A. N. Hinrichsen preached upon the
theme, “The Fifth Gospel.” The service was
greatly helped by a duel sung by Mrs. A. E.
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j In Case You Missed
t our appealing “Please!” and hearty
| ‘Thank You!” we are asking for pay.
j nients for the “Australian Christian.”

■ T)o A ot Miss This!
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New Church Building at Wangaratta, Victoria.

Kemp and Mr. R. Lyall, a solo by Miss Thomp­
son, and orchestra selections.

The site is an excellent one. The builders
have done their work well, and the church is
justly proud of its new home and the splendid
furnishings. A tennis court is in course of
preparation at the rear. The Home Missionary
Committee is much impressed with the oppor­
tunity in Wangaratta.

Mr. Ralph Gebbie, of Gardiner, conducted very
successful special meetings on the Monday, Tues­
day and Wednesday following.

VICTORIAN DEPT. OF SOCIAL SERVICE.
Unemployment.—Members everywhere arc

asked lo interest themselves in unemployed
brethren. Even half-day’s employment wilf be
appreciated. Let us supply your needs.

Benevolent.—The depot al Burnley is open on
Wednesdays—2 till 4—for representatives of
churches. All churches are asked to appoint
representatives who will represent the needs of
their own localities at the depot.

Christmas Cheer.—Industrial depression and
an unpromising future are both making the lot
of the poor extremely hard. The department is
bound to feel the strain. Send contributions.

lent for Hire.—A tent 8 x 10 is for hire for
the holidays. Secretary, Will H. Clay, 49 Eliza-
bet h-st., Melbourne. ’Phone, F4592.

ADDRESSES.
(’has. Carpenter (secretary Pecl-st. church,

Ballarat).—84 HumlTray-st. Sth, Ballarat East,
Vic.

L. H. Crosby (secretary Prospect church, S.A.).
—7 Milner-st., Prospect.

W. A. Fordham (secretary Camberwell church,
Vic.).—260 Riversdale-rd., Mid. Camberwell.

H. Hargreaves (preacher Doncaster church,
Vic.).—The Manse, Main-rd., Doncaster.

E. V. Harris (secretary Paddington church,
N.S.W.).—130 Leichhardt-st., Wavcrley.

G. Hughes (preacher Collingwood church, Vic.).
G7 Studley-st., Abbotsford.

W. J. Jackson (secretary Cottonvillc church).
—16 Hampton-st., Hawthorn, S.A.

H. C. Stitt (preacher Foolscray church, Vic.).
—56 Raleigh-st., Foolscray.

J. F. Woodhead (secretary North Croydon
church, S.A.).—Harrielt-st., Croydon Park.

LAMP HOSPITAL
Primus Stoves, Painters’ Blow Lamps.

Motor Radiators, Guards, Wind Screens.
Copper—Asbestos Gaskets.

MOTOR RADIATOR MFG. CO. cent^sb
(H. B. Robbins)

LATROBE ST., 1 door from Elizabeth St.

The State Savings Bank of Victoria
THE PEOPLE'S BANK

OWN YOUR HOME — WHY PAY RENT?
HOUSING ACT LOANS

does not exceed £400 aThe Bank builds
gear, and who do not

houses fcr persons whose income
„ . possess a house.

■ CaS?„Aep?811, ^5° per honie‘ Repayments equal £1/4/7 per week on home
costing .£850, including land. ” ' ' 1

Full particulars at Head Office or any Branch of the State Savings Bank.
Head Office: _ u..ppY

139-153 ELIZABETH ST, MELBOURNE G gSm-*
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OBITUARY.
GREGORY.—The church al North Richmond,

Vic., Ims sustained a very severe loss in the sud­
den home-call of Sister Ethel Emma Gregory on
Nov. 11- I*or years she was a member of
the church, 28 of those years being spent as
superintendent of the kindergarten. Her beau­
tiful consecrated life and loving Christian ser­
vice endeared her to all. On Monday morning
a large and representative gathering was present
in the chapel, when Bro. A. Cameron conducted
a most impressive memorial service, the large
congregation showing the high esteem in which
our sister was held. Her body was laid to rest
in the New Melbourne Cemetery, Bro. A. Cam­
eron and Bro. H. Watkins, superintendent of the
school, conducting the service. The many floral
tributes were beautiful. Loving Christian sym­
pathy is extended to all members of the family.

TO LET.
Cheap Furnished Villa. Near seaside, 4 rooms,

sleep-out, all conveniences; garden, made street.
Close station, everything for two months, 40/-
week. for long period 30/- week. Special offer,
church members preferred. Williams, Mclvor-
st., Cheltenham, Vie.

FOR SALE.
Organ, Mason and Hamlin, 13 slops, very

powerful, just new, latest model. Suitable for
big church, splendid opportunity. Cost £108,
sell for £88. Owner has no use. Guaranteed
in first-class order. For quick sale; don’t miss
it. Write for further information. A. Thomp­
son, Nunn-st., Bcnalla, Vic.

“STORY OF OUR BABY’S LIFE.”
A Beautiful Book for Recording all about Baby.

A splendid Christmas Present for any Mother
with a Baby. Keep a Record of Baby’s Doings
and all about the little one.
Posted for 2/- from Mrs. Beiler, Swan-st.,

Semaphore, S.A., or from Austral Co.

A HOME AWAY FROM HOME AT
“MYRTLE VILLA,” BUNDABERG, QUEENSLAND.
Visitors from all States Happily Accommodated.
Moderate Terms. J. E. Cannon.

CHARLES R. FURLONGER
iynHrifnr, ctr.

Metropolitan Building. 56 HUNTER St.,
SYDNEY

'Phone U 2750. Residence JX 1456.

BP’ .------------ „--
| THE BOOK FREE
f to the people of Victoria. Many wonder

Jhow it can be done. To preach free the
story of the BooP is the ideal and claim of

(the Churches of Christ in Victoria.
Thousands have not heard our presen­

tation of the Book.
i /fn Offering from Every Member Is

solicited bi/ the
VICTORIAN HOME MISSION DEPARTMENT

Help new rvotk—maintain existing fields
by generous support.

Yic. Churches of Christ Home Mission Dept.
J. William Gale, Organi«cr &. Secretary,
I'K McEwan House, 343 Lit. Collin. St, Melbourne^

the AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

Specialise in the Manufacture kJ
of CHURCH and

SCHOOL FURNITURE

Church Seats, Reading Desks, Pul­
pits, School Forms, Dual Desks,

Tables and Presses are our
specialty

ESTIMATES SUPPLIED — Ring J4151

or Write for Representative to Call

FOY & GIBSON PTY. LTD.
Smith St, Collingwood

Stained Glass
Memorial Windows

AND

Plain Leadlight
Church Windows

FITTED WITH

PATENT VENTILATORS.
Design, on Application.

Brooks, Robinson
& CO. LTD.

S9-65 Elizabeth St, Melbourne.

Australian Baptist Foreign Mission
BOOK DEPOT

486 Albert St, East Melbourne
(Note new addrcsi—2d Trama almost pass the door).

Our new and commodious Book Room is
now open for inspection.

Bibles for all ages to suit all sights.
Gift Books for children. New supplies just
opened. Some charming and attractive books.
New Supplies of Popular Books—

“The Christ of the Indian Road" (Jones) 3/6
"What Christ means to Me" (Grenfell) 2/6
"Christian Fellowship in thought and

Prayer" (Basil Matthews) - - 2/-
Sunday Schoo! Rewards—New and clean '

stock of the latest productions of the best
publishers. We select for country buyers.

Missionary Books—A very choice and wide
range of the best Missionary Books. Our
greatest speciality.

F. W. Boreham’s world renowned essays. We
stock them all.

\
DO THEY NEED

ATTENTION ?
ry it by covering one
any doubt, if you get

95 ELIZABETH ST.
MELBOURNE

HOW ARE
YOUR EYES?

F\O you sec with equal clearness with both eyes? ’.
and try reading from a distance. If you have

nervous headaches, or feel eye strain, come in and kt
examination. ’Phone 6778 Gent, for an appointment.

E. WOOD & Co. Pty. Ltd.
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Queensland.
Zillmcre.—There were fine meetings all day

on Nov. 20. Bro. Beams exhorted, and the
secretary conducted the gospel service. Eight
were received into membership, four by letter
from Albion and four formerly immersed. The
Sunday School and Y.P. Class arc well attended.
On Nov. 27 Bro. Willis had charge of both
meetings.

Gympie.—On Nov. 27, owing to storm, services
at Gympie and New Veteran had to be aban­
doned al night. In the morning two immersed
believers were received into fellowship. On
Nov. 25, at Gympie, the Bible School anniver­
sary was held. An excellent programme was
presented to a large audience, including a series
of tableaux displaying incidents in the life of
Paul. Prizes were distributed.

Toowoomba.—Meetings are very encouraging.
On Nov. 19 there was one confession, and two
were baptised, one having made the confession
at Harlaxton and one at Central church. Mr.
Wilson spoke in the morning, and Mr. A. Day
at the gospel meeting. There was a particularly
good evening attendance. On Nov. 27 one re­
ceived the right hand of fellowship. The child­
ren have commenced training for the anni­
versary.

Western Australia.
Northam.—The quarterly business meeting of

the church was held on Nov. 23, when important
matters were discussed. Reports showed the
church to be in a very gratifying position. Bro.
.1. Arnott exhorted on Lord’s day morning, Nov.
27. At the gospel service Bro. Buckingham
spoke on “Is Future Punishment Reasonable?”

Maylnnds.—The Sunday School held a special
Children’s Day service on Nov. 27. A collec­
tion was taken up for Foreign Missions. At
the gospel service Bro. Wakefield preached on
“Treasure Hunting.” A special item was ren­
dered by the J.C.E. Society. Meetings are show­
ing a general improvement in numbers.

Kalgoorlie.—Midweek meetings keep up to the
usual fine standard, and the various auxiliaries
continue to do well. Endeavorers are work­
ing hard to retain the silver shield. There
were fine services all day on Nov. 27. 183 met
around the Lord’s table. Bro. Pollard ex­
horted. Bro. Hunt gave an uplifting address
at the gospel service, after which three ladies
made the good confession. Bible School at­
tendance was 201.

North Perth.—On evening of Nov. 27 a special
young people’s service was held, taking the
form of an installation service for the officers
of the P.B.P. and K.S.P clubs. There was a
large attendance, and the meeting was con­
ducted by members of the clubs. Bro. Ingham
delivered a special address on “Are You Ready?”
Bro. Keith Robinson has accepted an invita­
tion to come to North Perth next March to
follow Bro. Ingham.

Bassendcan.—The work is in a very healthy
condition, fine interest being shown in the gos­
pel services, which have an average attendance
of 150. A very popular wedding took place on
Saturday, Nov. 12, when Miss Eva Keightley was
married to Mr. Keith Robinson (preacher at
Bunbury). Both of these are well known and
esteemed throughout Western Australia for
their interest and zeal in Christian service. The
K.S.P. and P.B.P. clubs gave a splendid concert
to a crowded house in the Town Hall on Nov.
24 in aid of the hospital appeal. ,

South Auitralia.
Queenstown.—On Sunday, Dec. 4. Bro. W. C.

Brooker exhorted the church on “Be Ye Stead­
fast.” At the evening service he spoke on “The
Boy who left Home."

Semaphore.—The mothers’ “at home was held
on Wednesday, Nov. 30, when a good number
attended, and a splendid programme was given.
On Sunday there were good meetings. One was
received by faith and obedience in the morning.
After Bro. Beiler’s address in tlic evening on
“What are You Worth?” a young man confessed
Christ.

Strathaibyn.—During October two young men
were received by faith and baptism. The tent
mission which commenced on Nov. 13, with Bro.
Boy Haymond as missioner and Bro. Durdin as
song leader, is creating much interest. Meet­
ings arc growing in attendance. There were
seven confessions to end of second week. The
question box is being freely used, Bro. Bay-
mond answering in a masterly way. All auxili­
aries of the church are in a healthy condition.

Crystal Brook.—Tile work is encouraging. On
Nov. 211 there were two very tine meetings. Bro.
and Sister Bartie, of Kadina, were present, Bro.
Bartie addressing the church very acceptably.
Bro. Hughes, from Pt. Pirie, and several other
Pirie members, were present at the evening ser­
vice, at which 10 attended. Splendid address
and three solos. Two good services were held
on Nov. 27, Bro. Bridgman speaking in the morn­
ing. Mrs. Gransden rendered a splendid solo
at the gospel service.

Cottonvillc.—The church is thankful to the
brethren who assisted during the absence of a
preacher. Dec. 4, attendances were small. Bro.
.1. Butler was the morning speaker and Bro.
Compton, a Baptist friend, delivered a fine gos­
pel message on “Peace.” Sunday School at­
tendance was 123, a record for many months.
On Tuesday, Nov. 29, 31 were at the Endeavor
meeting. An appeal has been made for the re­
vival of the mid-week prayer meeting. Several
of the young men from the Endeavor Society
are taking part at these meetings.

Glenelg.—Splendid meetings on Dec. 4. A
sister from Bordertown was received by letter.
Bro. Edwards spoke at both services. The gos­
pel service was largely attended. Midweek
prayer meetings continue to grow; Inst week 37
attended. All auxiliaries are healthy. The
C.E. Society is preparing a concert to help re­
carpel the chapel. Splendid response from Sun­
day School scholars last Sunday for League of
Joy box; kindergarten children in no small
measure contributed to this. Last Sunday in
tins department only one little one was absent,
making it a record attendance.

Maylands.—Bro. Collins has been away on his
annual vacation. On Nov. 20 Principal' F. Lade
spoke in morning, representing the S.A. Pro­
hibition League. The evening service was ad­
dressed by W. Morrow. M.L.C. On Nov. 27 Bro.
A. H. Wilson addressed the church. This date
w-as the twenty-first anniversary of the ser­
vices in Mayiands. Hie evening service was
addressed by Bro. H. L. Vawser. of Fullarton.
Midweek services have been taken by Bren
Tucker, from Norwood, and W. Matthews. The
first wedding ceremony in the new church was
performed by Bro. Collins on Oct. 20. when Miss
Beryl Weir, daughter of General S. Price Weir
was united in matrimony to Mr. Ian Tapley. The
church regrets to announce the passing of'Sistcr
Mrs. Barclay, a,nd extends sympathy to her
husband and relatives.

Unley.—Auxiliaries of the church have been
busy. The K.S.P. club gave a demonstration in
Unley city hall, and the girls’ club in the same
hall a few evenings later gave their annual dis­
play. The ladies’ mission band recently held
their annual sale of goods in aid of Foreign
and Home Mission. The K.S.P. club held a
“father and son” banquet last Thursday, about
140 being present, including the Mavor of Unley
(Mr. G. W. Illingworth) and several other visi­
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tors. The club thanks the ladies for assistance
at the banquet. The chapel was crowded on
Sunday night, when Mr. R. J. Patterson, of the
“calch-iny-pal” movement, spoke on the tCIU.
pcrancc question, and a collection was taken
for the Prohibition League. Children’s Day
exercises were given during the afternoon, and
£5/5/- was collected. II. R. Taylor’s exhorta­
tions have been very inspiring. Last Sunday
week a man made the confession. D. Free-
slun, one of the elders, who some weeks ago
underwent an operation, has returned to his
home, and is on the way to complete recovery.

Victoria.
Cheltenham—One confession on Sunday night,

after a good sermon by D. Wakeley on “Rebuild­
ing the Walls.”

Echuca.— Meetings were below the average on
Dec. 4. Bro. Woolnougb took charge of the
services in Rochester. Death has claimed one
of the old members, Sister Mrs. E. Freeman. She
was at the Lord’s table at 11 a .in., and before
11 p.m. had been called home.

Windsor.—For a few weeks some very help­
ful meetings have been held. Addresses have
been given by Bren. F. T. Saunders and Klix,
and Bro. J. W. Nichols has led the singing. For
a time Bro. H. Ball will conduct the services.
His addresses last Sunday were much enjoyed.
The Bible School attendance was the best for a
long lime.

Melbourne (Swanston-st.).—Very enjoyable
meeting last Lord’s day morning, and an excel­
lent address from Bro. A. G. Saunders, who ex­
changed with Dr. Brandt. Amongst visitors
were Bro. and Sister Herbert Taylor, from May­
lands, S.A. Bro. and Sister Leslie, from Cardiff,
England, have been received into membership.
At evening service Dr. Brandt delivered a good
sermon.

Wangaratta.—The concluding services in con­
nection with the opening of the chapel were
held on Nov. 28, 29 and 30, when Bro. R. Gebbic 
delivered very tine messages to good audiences.
Bro. Gebbie was presented with a small gift,
also one for Mrs. Gebbie, by the members. Good
meetings last Lord’s day, when Bro. A. N. Hin-
richsen commenced his ministry as resident
preacher.

Surrey Hills.—On Nov. 28 Mr. A. L. Gibson
gave an interesting and instructive address to
the Kappa club and friends on “Moses and the
Law of Population.” On Nov. 30 Mr. Edgar,
C.I.M., told of his experiences in Tibet. Mr*
Kitchen, a missionary designate for Tibet, as­
sisted in the service. On Dec. 4 Bro. Com-
bridge conducted both services, with excellent
attendances morning and evening.

East Kew.—Good meetings on Sunday. Bro«
Youens exhorted. Bible School held a pleasant
Sunday afternoon that superintendent and tea­
chers might become more acquainted with
parents. Special singing by the children. Dr.
Brandt gave a very fine message to the children
and parents. Bro. Youens spoke in the even­
ing. There were two baptisms. The building
was broken into again during the week.

North Fitzroy.—During the past month lv°
ladies have been received into membership*
having confessed Christ at the gospel services,
also Mrs. Polgieter and her two sons by lL‘“er
from Swanston-st. church, and Bro. MorphitL
from Fitzroy. Visiting speakers have been A*
Cameron and J. C. F. Pittman, whose addresses
at the morning service were appreciated. Home
Mission offering on Dec. 4 amounted to £50.

Horsham.—Meetings have been very success­
ful of late, and Bro. Payne’s addresses are
greatly appreciated. On Nov. 13 there was one
confession, and on the 20th another ackno""
ledged bis Lord. In all there have been nine
confessions for the district during the las
month, and all have been baptised. Incdud c
among these are sons of Bro. Payne and Hr »
Geo. Miller, the secretary. The church re­
cently enjoyed fellowship with Mrs. Mars -
man, senr., of Brim, and her daughter, Mrs-
Smith, of Queensland.
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St. Kild.’i.—Ihere were three confe«i„
Bible School on Dee. 4. tn the .. •
with two others were baptised, Cn'r

Kaniva—On Dee. 4 Rex Webb a
Bible School, was baptised prior’to
vice, which was well attended. lnc sn
singing of the juniors is a feature of these
vices, and reflects great credit ’
tendent and committee.

Bet Bet.—1'' " 1
exhortation of Bro. Newel],
the week-end work.
were well attended,

. is at the
- '••’ening these

a scholar from
b morning ser-

The special
- sev­

en the superin-
On Dec. 4 the church enjoyed the

... ’ who has taken up
All meetings for the day

»••,/- ii n Recently Bren. Payne
L.vmg  Geniinell, Renton and Hunt, all of Marv-
!o The chur"l‘> 'rC 'nUCh npI,rccial«> assistance

Thornhury.—Splendid meetings on Dec 4 In
the morning three were received in by letter. 4
record school in the afternoon, 432 being pre­
sent. At the evening service a young man
made the good confession. Home Mission of­
fering for the day amounted to £27. At the
sale of works held by the ladies’ class, £90 was
raised, making the grand total for the year
raised by the ladies towards the building fund,

Hartwell—On Thursday, Dec. 1, a welcome
social was tendered to Bro. and Sister Tyler and
Sister Gladys, who have returned from a trip
to England. The ladies’ aid held a sale of gifts
recently, and £67 was handed to the officers to
reduce debt on chapel. On Sunday, Dec. 4, Bro.
T. \V. Smith, of Gardiner, gave a very fine ad­
dress to the church. In the evening Bro.
Robinson gave a splendid address. Everything
is going well.

Merbein.—The work goes well, a fine spirit
existing. The church enjoyed a lecture de­
livered by Bro. Gale. Bro. and Sister R. G.
Cameron were with the church all day on Nov.
27. Bro. Cameron exhorted in the morning,
and in the evening his gospel message came with
power. Work in the Bible School gives cause
for thankfulness and satisfaction. Bro. Or­
ford holds the interest of the young folk in
the Y.P.S.C.E.

Good meetings all day.
exhortation to the church was

He also gave an inspiring gospel
G.v v,Bro. R. G. Cameron
his ministry with the church on

Bro. Alex. Cameron, of North Ricn-
epted an engagement through the

Red Cliffs—On Lord’s day, Nov. 27, Bro. R.
G. Cameron exchanged pulpits with Bro. Or­
ford, of Merbein. C,
Bro. Orford’s <
very fine. I._ ___
address in the evening.
terminates
Dec. 18.
mond, has accepted an engagement through ine
H.M.  Committee to labor with the church, begin­
ning Jan. 15/ 1928. c , .Wnrrnambool.—The fifty-second Bible School
anniversary began most successfully on • •
with three inspiring messages from; Bro. . .
Gale. Record attendances all day. "".T? ’
visitors present. In the afternoon the nders
sang, and cards were given to the . j_
the Cradle Roll. The scholars also snm, exce^
lently both afternoon and evening.
Mission offering amounted to £1 / 0 »
ing more than double last years. One
fession at night. , > interest dur-

South Melbourne.—The wor 'main-
ing the last few weeks have '“"J''" niary
tained. The regular attendan Sunday
members has been gratifying’ . flic
Bro. Waterman spoke at no „ |jas rc_
Bible School with n^n,';"! a,nrVirv celebrat ions.
Mimed after successful ‘‘^turned from a
Bro. and Sister Morgan hav • e Deepest
well-earned holiday «t ■Cos emu »t-Anlly
sympathy is extended to Hrcn
Crofts on the loss of their continues to

Camberwell—Bro. Stc|’hA’"nj“nces at gospel
hold the fort bravely. Attendance’ m
meetings are not very enc , j Splendid
ing meetings are fairly Dr. A. Me '
addresses have been f1'1" (]n. Baptists. All
drum and Dr. D. S. McCol, jj anI| family.
regret losing Bro. and Sis e • A y (|u, ..Or„nsay
who are leaving for Lon1" , ’son is resigning
in a few .lays. Bro. work in Hie
the work nt end of the 1’.t-1 ' ouraglng’
Lord’s day school is 
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o.1FSund""^vithlBro^lnrtingl5 5CrviceS
^Xs±i0? ^™;n^be^X

Tottenham is S ,.ew "JX?
?“<1 members have decided to hold a “Home to
in ApCrHynJ“t.CCl,‘,,la'C "‘C j,",ilcc °f ",e c"'lrc"
I ord\d'r^i'~i;|1T "as a recor<1 a'lendance at
wore , bU' ?“• Dcc- 4: 200 broke bread. Fou.
were leccived into fellowship. At night there
invS n "C1> l?,lcnikd inspirational gospel meet­
ing, the choir rendering beautiful messages in
Song. At the conclusion of Bro. Gebbie’s mes­
sage a young man, the son of Mr. H. .letfs, a
welt-known Baptist minister, confessed Christ,
and Mr. and Mrs. Blake were baptised. Home
■Mission offering amounts to £92/8/- to date.

Geelong.—During Bro. Stuart Steve ns’ absence
at Shepparlon Hie church appreciated the ser­
vices of Bren. A. Searle and Campbell Banks.
under the auspices of the senior choir, members
of St. Paul’s church choir, on Nov. 3(1, submitted
a fine programme of sacred music to a good
audience. On Dec. 1 Bro. W. Gale delivered an
address upon Home Missionary activities. Re­
cord additions were registered on Dec. 4, when
twelve were received into fellowship. There
were four confessions at gospel service. Owing
Io pressure of work, Bro. S. Stevens felt.com­
pelled to decline re-election as president of
Geelong Council of Churches.

Brighton.—On Dec. 4 there was a splendid at­
tendance at breaking of bread, and a large
gathering al gospel meeting. Recently the girls’
gymnasium club gave a display which resulted
in £26 being handed over to the Victorian Civil
Ambulance. His Worship, the Mayor of Brigh­
ton, occupied the chair. The Phi Beta Pi has
been reorganised, with Mrs. Forbes as chaplain.
The installation was conducted by Bro. H.
Campbell. The Bible School is growing. The
sisters’ mission band paid a visit to the Old
Folks’ Home on Nov. 30, taking with them gifts
of cheer. The hospital wards were visited, and
a service was conducted.

Brunswick.—On Tuesday, Nov. 29, the sisters
held a “grocery” social in connection with the
sale of gifts. At worship on Dec. 4. Bro.
McNeilly welcomed in three sisters, recently im­
mersed.* The Home Mission offering was
£3/0/6, and is not yet closed. Bro. Cecil
Watson, from Moreland, exhorted on “A Call.”
In the afternoon breaking of bread was held at
the home of Bro. and Sister Robert Veitch.
Bro. McNeilly commenced his ministry with the
church. His gospel theme was “Seeking the
I ost ” Bro. F. Lydiard assisted at this meet­
ing, and Sister Miss Dorothy Austin sang a solo.
The meetings for the day were good-

Wedderburn.—On Nov. 27 Bro. Mud ford com­
pleted two years’ ministry with the church. Al
the morning service one came to confess his
faith in Jesus, and the same hour was baptised
and welcomed into fellowship. This confes­
sion is the result of the earnest preaching and
personal work of Bro. Mudford. Good interest
is manifest in the girls’ club. The young people
of the church are keenly responding in prepar­
ing the grounds for a tennis court. Loans Io
tlw nmoiinl of £15 will be redeemed this moiith
from the manse building fund: Hus is th* n-
□ or the sisters’ “talent" scheme efforts for
less than twelve months. Bro. Mudfold has
accented the church’s invitation as preacher for
a"^ " WRuU^m^^aunders-^U
mission of two weeks closed on Sunday. Nov
27. Though only one >y the church.

‘Indi’i’garleit: attendance the best yet, M>. <>■■
IMeiday. Nov. 29. Bro. Saunders gave a line mis-

Sympathy is extended to
> of an
by Bro.

sionary address, and Bro. Pratt presented him
wi h a monetary gift as a token of appreciation
from the church. „It.
bister Temple and family in the los:
nncle. On Dee. 4. after a fine address
A. H. Pratt, two confessed Christ.

New South Wales.
Paddington.—On Nov. 27, owing to the sudden

illness of Bro. Chapple, Bro. E. Doige gale an
impromptu morning address, which was very
acceptable: and in the evening Bro. \V. Avenell
delivered a good gospel message. Attendances
were good.

Rockdale.—Good meetings all day on Dec. 4.
Bro. Alcorn gave a splendid exhortation on “The
Demands of the Church." The Bible School is
on the upgrade. Bro. Alcorn gave a powerful
gospel address on “What must I do to be Saved?’’
Home Mission offering to date amounts to
£16/10/9. All departments are working for a
sale of work.

Lidcombe.—The anniversary services were
splendidly successful. 43 met to break bread.
Bro. H. Imrcombe exhorted on “Service.” H.M.
offering reached £3/15 -. A good number stayed
to lunch. At 3 p.m. Bro. Anderson, missionary
from China, instructed and interested a large
audience. Bro. Pond presided, and presented
certificates to scholars. At night Bro. Pond
preached the gospel. Sister L. Thoroughgood
sang a solo. A great day and a happy reunion.

Taree.—On Nov. 2(1 Bro. Hagger opened an
eight days’ mission. Over 1(H) broke bread.
Bible School had exceptional interest in the
subject, “Show me a Penny.” At night the
chapel was crowded to consider “Three Aspects
of Salvation.” Five nights in the week and
twice on Sunday. Nov. 27. unabated interest was
maintained. Ladies’ church aid on Wednesday
afternoon was addressed by the missioner. One
meeting on Sunday afternoon was held at Wing­
ham. The Lord added eight to the church. The
big seaside outing arranged for Nov. 26 had to
be postponed through rain, and came off on Dec.
3 at Farquar Park.

Canley Vale.—On Nov. 12 Canley Vale and
Loftus Park churches combined in a welcome
tea meeting to Bro. and Sister Clydesdale, who
have come to labor with the two churches.
Children's Day service was held on Nov. 13. Cer­
tificates and prizes were presented to scholars:
also Federal gold medal won by Joyce Chris­
topherson. At night Bro. Clydesdale preached
on “I am the Way. the Truth and the Life” to
a fine congregation. At annual business meet­
ing on Nov. 19, the following officers were elec­
ted: Secretary. Bro. P. Field; treasurer. Bro. T.
Burling: elders: Bren. Wooster. Sainly and
Meyer: deacons: Bren. E. Christopherson. F.
Stimson. A. V. Stimson and Victor Bead, jnr.;
S.S. superintendent, A. V. Stimson. On 2»th
Bro. Clydesdale gave a heart-searching address
to fair attendance. Bro. F. Stimson, who was
onerated on for appendicitis, is making favor­
able recovery. On Nov. 27 Bro. and Sister
Clydesdale were received into fellowship In
transfer from Rockdale. Bro. ( lydcsdajc ad­
dressed the evening anniversary service at
Loftus Park to a good attendance.

SWANSTON-ST.. MELBOURNE.
December 18, 1927.

SPECIAL CHRISTMAS SERVICES.
Preacher. Dr. John L. Brandt.

Morning at 11. Communion.
Subject of Sermon. “Great Epics in History.

Evening at 7. “A Visit to Bethlehem.
After shortened service the Choir will sing

“Bethlehem” (Maunder .
\ sacred Cantala descriptive of the Birth and

Life of our Lord.
Soloists: Mrs. Vernon Walker, soprano .wr. e
Blundell, tenor. Mr. Thomas George, banton.

Pianiste, Miss Olive McKilh p. 1. VB.
Organist, Mr. ( . H. Mitchell
Conductor. Mr. J. Harold Barrett

Offering for Christmas Cheer.

felt.com
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PENNELL OF THE AFGHAN FRONTIER.
(Continued from page 781.)

tensely bigoted, and always avoided the touch
of the doctor's hand for fear of ceremonial de­
filement. One day he fell down a deep gorge,
and lay there helpless. Pennell found him, and
John debated in his mind whether be should per­
mit the doctor to touch him or not, but neces­
sity won the day. He was taught to read, and
presented with a copy of the New Testament. No
.sooner did he begin to read it than the truth laid
bold of him, and he at once decided to be a
Christian. He suffered terrible persecution, but
stood fast, and is now a Christian preacher, the
only one in all that district. He has . built a
church which is called The Church of the Holy
Name, as the Afghans have a prejudice against
repeating the name of God or of Jesus. Haiders
have attacked his home on many occasions, and
John’s only resource is prayer, but every time
his life and the lives of bis wife and children
have been wonderfully saved. John and his
family are a glorious tribute to the jower of the
gospel.

Another convert, Mir Khan, lived a consistent
life for years, but a gang of sixteen ruffians
raided the hospital, and be was captured. He
was offered his life if he would repeat the
Mohammedan creed. Instead, he said, “I be­
lieve in Jesus Christ the Son of God.” When
he refused the third time they killed him. His
child, a boy of live, was carried away to the
mountains. His mother ran after the men, but
was beaten off, and when she returned that night
she stumbled over the dead body of her husband.
When the brigands reached the mountains, in
the region of the snows, they stripped the child
of bis clothing, and tried to terrorize him, young
as be was, into a denial of Christ. They told
him that his father had become a Mohammedan
before he died, but the boy denied it, and said
he would never do what they wished. They
tried to compel him to repeat a Muslim prayer,
but he recited the Lord’s prayer instead, and then
sang before them all “Jesus loves me, this I
know.” The courage of such a little child ap­
pealed to the rough fellows, and they did him no
harm, and after six months restored him to his
mother.

Such are a few of the incidents in an enthrall­
ing life-story. Afghanistan is still a closed

country for Europeans, but the remarkable mis­
sion on the borders is penetrating the land, and
preparing the way for the evangelisation of a
nation.

MOTZOS
Austral Co.,

UNLEAVENED BREAD
FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER

1/3 lb. Postage Extra.
528, 530 Elizabcth-st., Melb.

HARTLEY G. RYAN
A = . LL.B.

barrister & §nltninr
418 Chancery Lane, Melbourne

Pr7“‘e Addretli: phone, (
12 Miller Grove, Kew I

VISIT

W. J. AIRD K
The Reliable Optician

314 Collins St, Melbourne
(Co!. Mutual Ll£ Bldg., cr. Elizabeth St J

Phone 6937. (4th Floor, take Elevator)

F 3827
Haw. 1799

Secure Comfortable Vision

J. FERGUSON & SON
(E. J. Collings)

JKmteral thiTrtnr
660 HIGH St, THORNBURY N.P«??7E71

77 HIGH St., WESTGARTH
122 WHITEHORSE Rd., BOX HILL

Phone Box Hill 665
Order, promplly ollended lo. Up-lo-dele Motor Service.
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THE COLLEGE
OF THE BIBLE

ITS PURPOSE.

For 21 years its aim has been to
» train men for the service of the Christ

by providing high-grade instruction
built on the foundation of God’s Word.

ITS SERVICE.

The College has trained two-thirds
of the evangelists and missionaries
now serving Australian churches. It
has given the churches leaders of.con­
secration and culture.

It knows no State lines, but main­
tains a Federal spirit. All the States
and churches have gained from its
activities.

It lives its name, and students are
held to the pre-eminence of Jesus and
the reliability of God’s Word.

ITS NEEDS.

More students. Young people to
prepare for life service.

More support. To maintain its work
the College needs an income of ^3>000
each year apart from special calls.

Among the special calls this year is the
College share of the cost of making Elm
Road in front of the College.

Accumulated deficits are a barrier to
progress.

The College depends for support on
the gifts of members and churches.

Will you help?

(Oollege of
GLEN IRIS, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

CONTROLLED BY THE FEDERAL .CONFER04®

Principal, cA. % cMain,

Send Donations to
Fred T. Saunders,

Organising Secretary,
250 Tooronga Rd., East Mal'or

’Phone, U 2964.
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SURREY HILLS

AUSTIN SHOES.
For Ladies and Genii Pumps, Welli
Machine Sewn, Slocked by Leading Re­
tailer! throughout the Commonwialth.

Manufactured by,
AUSTIN SHOES PTY. LTD.,

J10-322 Johnoton-at., Abbotiford, Victoria.

See Back Page for Ratal of Small Advti.

Miss M. E. Pittman,
Sratlirr of Singing

Phene. X6473 “Brentwood." Hempton St..
Hampton,

or co Allan’,. alio Lyson St. Chriitian Chapel.

FOR SOFT WHITE HANDS
USE

Secure a bottle before Winter
and prevent the

SKIN GETTING ROUGH AND
CHAPPED.

gipsy balm
Will also remove Stains on HANDS

incidental to household duties.
Price, 1/3 & 2/3, post Gd. extra.

Pr.par-d <»hr

EDW? G OWEN, “-J.?
102 COLLINS ST, MELBOURNE

___ PHOKS cear—-________

CHURCHES OF CHRIST.
New South Wales.

Home Minion Office and Book Depot,
Bible House, 245 Pitt-it, Sydney.

Interstate and Country Visitor! Welcome.
■Phone: City 10,767. Thos. Hagger, Secretary.

PREACHERS' PROVIDENT FUND.
With which is incorporated the Aged and Infirm

Evangelists* Trust.

Established by the Federal Conference of the
Churches of Christ in Australia.

Members of Committee: W. E. Day, A. Morris,
T. E. Rofe, L. Rossell, F. S. Steer, J. Stimson
and W. H. Hall (Hon. Sec. and Treasurer).

Representative in Victoria: A. R. Lyall, Royal
Park, Melbourne.

Representative in South Australia: General S.
Price Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide.

Representative in Western Australia: D. M.
Wilson, 33 Carr-st., Perth.

The Objects of tne Fund are:
1st. To assist financially Aged and Infirm and

Retired Preachers.
2nd. To control and manage an Endowment

Fund to which Preachers may con­
tribute.

In order to do this effectively, the Committee
needs the practical sympathy and support of all
the churches and brethren throughout the Com­
monwealth.

Please forward contributions to W. H. Hall,
107 Pitt-st., Sydney, N.S.W., making money
orders and postal notes payable at G.P.O., Sydney.
Contributions may also be sent to A. R. Lyall, S.
Price Weir and D. M. Wilson.

SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT OF
NEW SOUTH WALES.

Room 405, Rawson Chambers, Raweon-pl, Sydney.

Employment Bureou.-If you cun offer work or
desire work, let ui know nt once.

Clothing and Poor Relief Depot.
Hours: 9 to 5 daily.
The wholehearted co-operation, financial and

Otherwise, of the brotherhood will be appreciated.
—W. J. Crossman, Organiser.

VICTOR G. COOK
apgiolrrrb ArrljUrrt anil

(intiouliutg EtigiHtrr
Queensland building, 84 WILLIAM ST.

Phone F3400 MELBOURNE
Prirtle Addr... r-92 Primro.. St.. E..«d«i

Architect for N.w Church.. of Chrl.l
at Kaeendan and Thornbnry.

ESTIMATES Ik SKETCH PLANS .ub.nu.ed
on Request___________

A. J. CURSON
Architect and Designer of the following Charsk

of Christ Buildings:—
Brighton, Hampton, Ivanhoe, North Fitiroy and

North Melbourne Bible Schools.
----- Send for Advice. -----

Buildings designed for other States if required.
Villas, Shops and Factories Designed. Finance

Arranged at Lowest Rales.
Tel. X6618.
Cr. of BLUFF-RD. & RED BLUFF-ST.,

BLACK ROCK.

T. W. BURROWS,
CASH AND FAMILY BUTCHER.

Prime Corned Beef, Pickled Pork and Ox
Tongues.

Families waited on daily. Orders promptly
attended to.

The favor of your patronage and recommendation
respectfully solicited.

Canterbury-rd. (near Suffolk-rd.),
Surrey Hills.

’Phone: Canterbury 3457.

LEARN BY POST
(Pittman's Correspondence Courses.)

The subjects are Preaching, Speaking, Bible
Study, Bible Analysis, Bible Doctrine, Church
History, Christian Evidences, Grammar and Com­
position, Teacher Training, Elocution, Church
Efficiency (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries
and Treasurers), Paul’s Life and Work, Women
of the Bible.

Terms: One Guinea per Quarter.
These lessons help towards efficiency in ser­

vice, which should be the aim of all.
Enrol me as a Student in j Course...............
Send Particulars re
Name...................... Address............................

Fill in above, and post to
J. C. F. PITTMAN,

••Romney,” 7 Staughton-rd., Sth. Camberwell. Vie
'Phone: Canty. 2817.

(Enclose 2d. stamp for postage.)

VICTORIAN DEPT. OF SOCIAL SERVICE.

Office—4» Elixabeth-sL (2nd Floor).

Benevolent Depot.—Church of Christ. Burnley-
St., Burnley. Wednesdays, 2 till I. Mrs. C. Gul
in charge.

The Department offers free service in anj
social matter to the whole brotherhood. Write
tor advice in your trouble.

This is a work that should appeal to Chris­
tians everywhere. send contributions to lbs
Secretary, Will H. Clay.

Help ue to Help Other*

Offerings for Foreign Mission.
from Victorian Churches s.d Mem c-s

will he thankfully r <
1 E \Ll\V See . Ji i’" BcM

Phom R- >< H:H 4--*
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Mr. Clifford C. Sharp
L.D.5., B.D.Se. Univ.)

Surgeon Dentist

HAS REMOVED TO

HARLEY BUILDINGS,

71 Collins Street, Melbourne
(Cor. Collins & Exhibition Sts)

PkoBO.Cont. 7255. Hours by Appointment Only.

JAMES DICK & SOMS
fSlnnumental fHaenna

8 WELL STREET, MIDDLE BRIGHTON.
PHONE, X 3646.

Works:
Cor. North & Hawthorn Rds., Caulfield.

Enquiries Invited. Estimates Submitted Free
of Cost. Work Done in all Cemeteries.

Prompt Attention given to all Country Enquiries.

LYALL & SONS S;
Exporters of

PRESSED HAY,
CHAFF and
COLONIAL
PRODUCE.

Country Orders carefully
attended to.

CHAFF, HAY,
CRAIN and
PRODUCE
MERCHANTS

Special Attention Given to Seed Grain.
HEAD OFFICE AND MILLS:

39-51 Leveson St, North Melbourne.
BRANCH STORES:

1 & 3 Victoria Market, Melbourne.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

? 7^
Australian Christian

Published Weekly by

Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd.
628, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne,

Vict.ri., Au.tr.lia-
Phouo, F2524.

Editor: A. R. Main, M.A.

All Communication! Io Alafii AJlrui.

SUBSCRIPTION—Tkr.usk Ckurd. Acaor. 91- rear.
Pe.t.d Direct. 10 6. Fer.it.. 14,'-. Cheque.,
rr.r.e .rd«., etc, t. D. E. PITTMAN. Mjr.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS—3..J Old..d Nrw Addr.n
a week previous to date of deaired «h«nge.

DISCONTINUANCE—Paper scat till Dafiaite Notiao
of Discontinuance Received.

ADVERTISEMENTS -Marriaeec. Birth*, Death*,
Memoriala, Bereavement Noticea, 2/- (one verae
allowed in Death* and Memorial*). Coming
Eventa, 16 wordo. 6d., every additional 12 word*,
6d. Wanted, For Sale, To Let and Similar Ad*.,
24 word*. P- ; every additional 12 word*, 6d.

Other Advertising Rates on Application.ft-

TO USE

PAU U ME

“Reliable” Paper Patterns
is true economy and a won­
derful help to the Home

Needle-woman.
They are accurate, simple and

always in good taste.

MANUFACTURED AT

195 Smith Street, Fitzroy, Vic.

December 8, |f)2^

"" u. a A.

H. Louey Pang & Co.Ri;
Fruit, Produce and Commission

Agents,
172-176 LIT BOURKE-ST., MELBOURNE

Account Sales with Cheques sent daily, inunedi.
ately after consignments sold.

Also at Victoria Market.
----- Also -----

LOUEY PANG & SAMUEL WONG Ltd
215 THOMAS-ST, HAYMARKET, SYDNEY. ’

Telegraphic Address—Banana, Sydney.
Fruit, Produce Commission Agents and

Merchants.
Our premises are right opposite the fruit mar­

kets, where the central activities of the fruit
trade are being operated. We conduct our busi­
ness on the same principles as the Melbourne

firm.

JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH AFRICA.
Church of Christ Meets Every Lord’s Day

At Eton Hall, Noord-st.
Breaking of Bread, 11 a.m.

Secretary’s Address:
WM. WILSON, P.O. Box 6182 Johannesburg.

Alfred Hillis & Sons Pty. m.
Fruit Commission Agents,

5, 6 & 7 Western Market, Melbourne.
ACCOUNT SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY.

*----------------------------------------------------------------------

For First-Class

TAILORING
ladies’ or Gents’

Go to ...

W. C. Craigie & Co.
265 Little Collins St., Melbourne

(4 Door* from Swaxuton Stroat)

Printed and Published by the Austral Printing and Publishing Company, LU., p*, SJo EJiwbeth-st., Melbourne, Victoria, Australia.

PHONE:

Canty. 411

HON. SOLICITOR:
Mr. Hartley G. Ryan, LL.B.,

418 Chancery Lane, Melbourne.
Boys’ Home, Boundary Rd., Burwood, Victoria.

Reference can be made to the Committee and Officers.
. .k 1 ’V* ,Y°u tow to-day, and to-morrow you reap the harvest.

.s.tst the great work of .aving the boys.

BEARERS:
HON. DENTIST:

Mr. T. M. Ward, Surrey Hills.

HON. OPTICIAN:
mJ Aird, Colonial Mutual

PRESIDENT:
Mr. R. Campbel! Edwards.

VICE-PRESIDENTS:
Mr. W. C. Craigie.
Mr. Wm. Macrow.

HON TREASURER:
Mr. John Hunter,

10 Pcvcrell St., Canterbury.
’Phone: Canty. 20.10.

All Correspondence to be addressed 10 the Secretary, Burwood

Contributions can be sent to the Treasurer, Members of the Committee, or Austral Co. T
Of all the work in which Christians can engage, this is the most encouraging and reproductive.

Readers everywhere are asked to t ’

OFFICE
HON. AUDITOR:

Mr. F. Hooke, F.I.A.V., F.C.P.A,
31 Queen St., Melbourne.

HON. PHYSICIAN:
Dr. Beatrice Sharwood,

"Carlowrie,” Riversdale-rd.,
East Camberwell.

HON. CHEMIST:
Mr. Cathcart, Surrey Hills.

A Home for Neglected, Orphan and rHONE: No ReaUy Destitute B Refused.
Fatherless Boys. an y. founded 1895. incorporated 1909.

JBurwoob JBoyg’ Dome
STOCK EXPERT:

Mr. L. Hunter, Hawthorn.
ORGANISING SECRETARY:

Mr. A. E. Knight.
I iiij ■" '-°‘ol,,al mutual COMMITTEE:Bldgs., 4th Floor, 314 Collins-st. Messrs. W. Cust, J. Hunter, Wm-

Macrow, Rowland T. ^lfrrr'
Mcsdames G. A. Edwards. R- c'
Edwards, Misses Alt. Landu’a .

Smedley, Quilliam


