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STIAN
The Holy Spirit and the Believer.

Thos. Hagger.

THERE is a great amount of confusion
on this matter, and the special and
miraculous work of the Spirit is
mixed with the ordinary ministry

thereof. Let us try to get clearly what the
Spirit has done, and still does for the be­
lievers.
1. Guiding into all Truth.

This was promised to the apostles ( John,
chapters 14 to 16). This was a promise of
inspiration, and has been fulfilled in the
apostles. The truth into which they were
guided, the things that were revealed to
them are on record in the New Testament,
and we may learn them from that book.
Many people to-day claim this guidance, but
they contradict each other and so make the
Spirit the author of confusion. This can­
not be, and so they must be wrong.

2. Baptism in the Spirit.
. There are only two cases of this on re­
cord in the New Testament, and they are
recorded in Acts 2:1-4 and Acts 10: 44-48.
These are called baptisms in Acts it: IS<
th. In both cases they spake with tongues.
It appears that this baptism was associated
with certain miraculous manifestations. It
is not experienced to-day: the only baptism
we know is the one performed in obedience
to Christ (Matthew 28: 18-20), and which
we are to keep (Ephesians 4: 3-6).
3- The Gifts of the Spirit.
„ )) e must learn t6 distinguish between
the gift of the Spirit" and “the gifts of

the Spirit." The former is the Holy Spirit
as a gift, while the latter were certain
powers bestowed upon certain persons in
the apostolic church. These gifts either
came direct from heaven as in the two cases
. baptism in the Spirit, or through the lay-
lng-on of the hands of the apostles (Acts
H|- 1'7). All these gifts were to cease.
Ls.a s*"dy of 1 Cor. 12 and 13 clearly shows.

,ey served their purpose once the Word
Was confirmed (Mark 16: 20).

4. The Witness of the Spirit.
In Romans 8: 16 it is taught that the

Spirit bears witness with our spirits that
we are the children of God. He witnesses
through the Word, and our spirits witness
within us. When both witnesses have
given their evidence or witness the verdict
is “saved."
5. Intercession by the Spirit.

Romans 8: 26 tells us that the Spirit
helps our infirmities, making intercession
for us with "groanings which cannot be
translated into human speech.” It is good
that it is so, for often we pray for things
that would not be good for us.

6. Indwelling of the Spirit.
This is a promise made to all believers

(Acts 2: 38: 5: 32). Because we are sons
we have this (Galatians 4: 6). And so
our bodies become the temples of the Holy
Spirit. Bv this Spirit dwelling within we
are sealed (Ephesians 1 : 13: 4* 3®)« and
the sealing is a mark of genuineness. And
this indwelling is an earnest of our inherit­
ance (Ephesians 1: 14)- T'he indwelling
Spirit acts as Comforter and Helper in our
fight against evil, and in our struggles for
the pure and the right.

THE CUP.
When thou shalt come beneath the shadows of

Gethsemane,
The wrestling-place betwixt the Wills of Man

and God,
Fear not, the Cloud of Witnesses will he with thee.
For that thy feet do choose the very path they

trod.
And deem not in this stress that thou shalt lonely

be,
Another, who has dared the Cup of the Eternal

Will pass ’unseen before thee from his hour of
victory,

l.eavinir the stem, from bravely tightened grasp.
warm still.

—J.M.B.

7. Fruit of the Spirit.
In Galatians 5 Paul contrasts the works

of the flesh with the fruit of the Spirit. The
fruit of the Spirit is whole-hearted affec­
tion, joy in Jesus, rest of mind, tranquillity,
long-suffering, patience, sweetness of dis­
position. loyalty, goodness, humility, self­
control. Every impulse towards this worth­
while condition is of the Spirit of God. And
the presence of these graces in our lives
will show that we have the Spirit.

Do not let us be wonder hunters, and
erave for the miraculous which is not for
us, but let us “walk in the fear of the Ia>rd
and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit."
Let us not be foolishly claiming the impos­
sible, but let us be "filled with the Spirit"
for daily life.

SEEKER AND SOUGHT.
"Zacch.vtts sought to see Jesus, who he

was." There was in him already a cer­
tain enquiry and readiness for a blessing.
And whilst Zacchietts was seeking Jesus.
Jesus was seeking Zacchteus. In several
other instances we see how our Lord at
first sight understood men. penetrated to
their thought, character, aspiration, and at
a glance he understood the publican and his
spiritual susceptibility. Sincere seekers of
salvation may always he assured that the
eternal love is yet more ardently seeking
them. "Whilst he was yet a long way off
his father saw him." The heavenly Father
discerns the first rising thought in our heart
for good, and promptly meets it with sym­
pathy and grace.—AV. L. Watkinson.

If it be true that God is not only willing
to befriend us. but is spoken of as touched
with sympathy for our miseries, so as to be
all the kinder to us the more we are miser­
able. what folly were it not to fly to him
without delay.—John Calvin.
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“This Same Jesus.
A. J. Fisher.

church we lost touch
you see our interests
one." In our own

of one another, for
were now no longer
experience we have 

3. The Friend Who Never Changes.

Human friendship is a very fickle thing.
We have all experienced this, and can re­
call an amazing array of past "friends"
who. at the particular time, were quite sin­
cere in their friendship. Browning illus­
trates this when he makes "The Patriot"
say:

•*It was roses, roses, all the way.
The house roofs seemed to heave and sway,
A year ago on this very day.

-There's nobody on the house tops now—
Just a palsied few at the windows set,
They fling, whoever has a mind
Stones at me for my year’s misdeeds.”

Another tragic illustration of fickle
friendship is seen in the closing days of
our Lord’s life. The crowd which shouted,
"Blessed be he who cometh in the name of
the Lord!" soon after shout, "Away with
him!" Even the disciples who professed
their loyalty all forsook him and fled. Need
we wonder then if in our own experience
we sometimes are forsaken by our friends?
Well for us if at such times we turn to the
One of whom it was said that, "Having
loved his own which were in the world, he
loved them unto the end" (John 13: 1).

It is only in the divine friendship that we
have any assurance of permanence. Since
in Jesus we have the revelation of God, we
turn to him as our friend, and we see, in
striking contrast to fickle human friendship,
that he is the Friend who never changes.
How beautiful were the dying words of
Jonathan Edwards when, after bidding his
relatives good-bye, he said. “Now, where is
Jesus of Nazareth, my true and never-fail­
ing Friend?" and so saying, he fell asleep.
Our changeless Friend.

Some friends change with the years. Our
boyhood friends are mostly gone now. Our
school-day friends are scattered afar, and
we hear very little of them. As we have
travelled in many States of Australia, we
have been happy to meet many and to call
them our friends, but with our changes
from place to place it has been impossible
to keep up a close and real friendship with
them. But friendship with Jesus is al­
ways possible. Wherever we are. whatever
our age. we can always keep in touch with
him. Sherwood Eddy calls Jesus “Human­
ity's eternal contemporary.” and so he is the
Friend of the children, and of the aged.
for his promise to all his friends is. “I will
never leave thee nor forsake thee.”

Some friends change with changing in­
terests. We have our business friends,
our social friends, our church friends.
Make any change in these interests
and we almost automatically change
our friends. Recently I spoke about a cer­
tain person to a friend of mine, and that
friend said. “Years ago we were great
friends. We continually corresponded.
But when he went to the Congregational

noted the same thing. \\ hen we were en­
gaged in the prohibition work we had a
splendid lot of "prohibition friends, ’ but
when we again took up the ministry of the
church we went out of that' circle and into
another circle. We are, of course, still
friendly, but cannot say that we are friends
in a close intimate way. But somehow,
with Jesus it is all different. He is our
friend at all times, for he fits in with all
true interests of life. Whatever we are, and
do, if it is anything worth-while, we find
Jesus there. He is with us in business,
in pleasure, in benevolent work, in home
life, in church activity. He is the friend
of the tradesman, the reformer, the poli­
tician, and if our changing interests will
stand the test of his scrutiny, then he will
be with us through all the changing interests
of a changeful life.

Some friends change with changing con­
ditions. A French proverb, freely trans­
lated, says, "When you have lots of florins
you have lots of friends." The Prodigal
Son found this true. How often the con­
ditions of prosperity and adversity change
our circle of friendship. Perhaps our ad­
versity reveals our true friends, yet there
are many in our days of prosperity whose
friendship we gladly experience. But why
should we worry if the trials of life reduce
the number of friends, for we can make
Jesus our ever-present friend, and of him
we can say:

“Just when I need him, Jesus is near
Beady to comfort, ready to cheer.”

He is the one friend, who will never
change. He is the one friend that all
should know. His friendship will en­
hance all true friendship. Other friends
may prove inconstant. They fail us, they
disappoint, they come and go. But Jesus
will never fail us. His influence will al­
ways make us better, and we can trust him
without fear or question.

Earthly friends may fail or leave us.
One day soothe, the next day grieve us;
Hut Illis Friend will ne’er deceive us—

Oh, how he loves I

Our true Friend.
True friendship is abiding. Solomon

says, “A friend loveth at all times" (Prov.
17: 17), and his advice to us is that we
should not forsake the old friends of our
father’s (Prov. 27: 10). In harmony
with this R. L. Stevenson well says:

“The dearest friends are the oldest friends.
And the young are just on trial.”

And just in this way Jesus proves his friend­
ship. Did you ever know him to forsake
those who make him their friend? Did
you ever find him false to anyone? If we 
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only give him a chance we shall find it tru
that those who are his own friends he’wih
love unto the end.

True friendship is sacrificial. We rca,
in John 15: 13, "Greater love hath no niail
than this, that a man lay down his life for
his friends." Turn to 1 Cor. 13 and read
there how love suiters long and is kind
beareth all things, endureth all things. Here
are the marks of true friendship. In a won­
derful way Jesus exemplifies this charac­
teristic, for if ever a friend sacrificed him­
self for others, it was the Saviour, who,
while we were yet sinners, died for us.

True friendship is mutual. Have you
ever recognised the fact that there is a
price to pay for true friendship? It is
a matter of give and take, whereas we often
think that friendship brings the advantage
wholly on our side. Jonathan helped David,
and therefore later in life David befriended
Jonathan’s crippled son, Mephibosheth.
Think, for instance, of the practice of shak­
ing hands. It arose from foes, when mak­
ing a truce, guarding against treachery by
holding each other’s weapon hand. Such
a mutual safeguard has now become a
mutual recognition of friendliness. A per­
son who does not grasp a proffered hand or
does not return a salute of recognition is
spoken of as being unfriendly. Truly “a
man that hath friends must show himself
friendly" (Prov. 18: 24). An interesting
picture entitled, “How Kola!” aptly illus­
trates this by depicting an incident in the
early days of America. During a blizzard
an Indian found and rescued an American
soldier whom he discovered wandering
about the prairie. Some years later the In­
dian participated in a skirmish and saved
his life by crying: “How Kola!” (friend);
the soldier about to shoot him being the
man he had saved. When we think of the
sacrificial friendship of Jesus, we must also
remember that the continuance of this
friendship-means that we must be ready to
sacrifice ourselves for him. In fact, Jesus
taught the mutual obligations of friendship
when he said, “Ye are my friends, if ye do
whatsoever I command you” (John 15: 14)

True friendship is sacred. Frivolous
acquaintances are not friends. Associa­
tion with those who degrade us is not
friendship. Henry Drummond has said that
friendship is the nearest thing we know to
what religion is, and when we meditate upon
the matter we realise that there is some­
thing beautiful, uplifting, inspiring and
sacred in a real friendship. No friendship
is of abiding value unless it links us closer
to God, and remembering this we must ever
seek more of the friendship of the Lord.
We may at first think the statement of
Napoleon is rather fanciful when he says.

faithful friend is the true image of the
Deity,’ but when we take Jesus as our ideal
friend, we see the truth of the quotation,
for we recall the words of the Master when
he said. “If ve have seen me ye have seen
the Father.” and we look upon him as “God
manifest in the flesh."
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•i iv (',<-or°'c Macdonald was thinking/kS when he said, “A true friend is
o* JL friend.” Certain is it that those
fon7LC wonderfully apply to Christ. These
• nv be read by someone who is lonely

fU-ndless. We would point such an
and to the friendship of Christ. At the
Xrnambool school anniversary recently
11 the scholars sang a beautiful song with

1 following words, which we commend to
the weary and lonely ones, pointing them
to the “friend that sticketh closer than a
^•iHve^ou been seeking u Friend that’s kind,

0,'H. who is ready all wounds to bind?
VII that is needful your heart can find—
' ,|llst such a Friend is Jesus.

"lust such a Friend in him you’ll find.
just such a Friend, for ever kind,
Heady each aching heart to bind,

Just such a Friend is Jesus.”
Let us take him as our true friend, our

unchanging Friend. Let us cleave to him
for ever. Shakespeare advises us rightly
with the words:—
“The friends thou hast, and their adoption tried,
Grapple them to thy soul with hooks of steel.”

Hut better than hooks of steel is the method
of the Lord as revealed by Hosea when he
says, “I drew them . . . with bands of
love” (Hosea io: 4). Thus we will find a
deeper meaning in that old familiar hymn :—

I’ve found a Friend; oh. such a Friend!
He loved me ere I knew him!

He drew me with the cords of love,
And thus he bound me to him;

And round my heart still closely twine
Those ties which nought can sever,

For I am his, and he is mine
For ever and for ever.

OUR FRIEND.
Dear Friend, whose presence in the house,

Whose gracious word benign,
Gould once at Cana’s wedding feast

Turn water into wine,
Come, visit us; and when dull work

Grows weary, line on line,
Revive our souls, and make us sec

wider glow as wine.
the social talk, the evening fire,

I he homely household shrine,
,a|l angels* visits when
I he Lord pours out the wine.

— .James Freeman Clarke.

once more the suppliant

PRAYER.
jj (From the Persian.)
And^r?*'?1^! ,)U.1 lo h’s I,raycr 110 answer came,
y0 nif10?: w>tbin him sank his ardor’s flame,
While r° > ,,.raye<l* n° more the knee he bent,
Tj]j in i°-IIK darkened doubt and discontent:
And hp11]8! 00111 one cvc ^erc shone a light
Who said ‘‘n r .an anRel-presence bright,
^ravint? ’ ° *a*nt-hearl, why hast thou resigned

‘ b|in(a^„ lh<>ugh thy God were deaf and

Long* au?.* *le. said, “but nothing won by prayer,
“Fool’” ‘‘^’“’’^nient has induced despair.”
Gf God’s i C< * K‘ angel, “every prayer of thine
Each erv /rU!lt?.nse eo,npassion was a sign;
Jhe answer Vn,,c’ Lord!* itself contains
•^p<lour ailfi’1 cre n,n 1*1 thy very pains,
Ar<f his an, <«C an<1 l°nging and each tear

action, prove him very near.”
1|,C .lispec

orc<!; .
01 c<l to lincl t]1e promised aid.

—Selected.
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Studies in Ambiguous Texts.
“TO THE UTTERMOST” (John 13: 1, Heh. 7: 25.)

hvo of the most beautiful verses of Scripture
deal with the Master’s love and with his ability
to save. We arc told that there is no limit,
that he loves and saves “to the end” or “to the
uttermost.

Love to the uttermost.
. In introducing the events which took place
in the lipper room on the night of our Lord’s
betrayal, the Apostle John writes:

Now before the feast of the passover,
Jesus knowing that his hour was come that
he should depart out of this world unto
the Father, having loved his own which were
in the world, he loved them unto the end”
(John 13: 1).

Instead of the last three words, the B.V. margin
has “to the uttermost.”

I he great majority of translators here prefer
the reading “lo the end,” and the phrase (“eis
telos”) is used in that sense in the New Testa­
ment and out of it. In Matt. 10: 22, for example,
we have no hesitation in reading, “He that en-
durcth to the end, the same shall be saved.” But
the words are just as adequately translated by
“full,” “completely,” or “in the highest degree.”
In 1 Thess. 2: 16 we all agree that the phrase is
used in this sense; hence the common Transla­
tion, “The wrath is come upon them to the utter­
most.” There is another common meaning, “at
last,” which some think is the meaning both
here and in Luke 18: 5, where the phrase also
occurs.

It matters little whether in John 13: 1 we
translate “to the end” or “to the uttermost.”
Each rendering gives a blessed truth and each is
in harmony with the context. Alexander
Maclaren takes the one view. “It was more to
John’s purpose,” he writes, “lo tell us that the
shadow of the Cross only brought to the surface
in more blessed and wonderful representation
the deep love of his heart than simply to tell
us that that shadow did not slop its flow.” That
is. the Saviour always loved his apostles, but
now in the hour of crisis and facing the bitterest
experience of his life he carried his love to the
highest point. Dr. Marcus Dods says that the
meaning is that Christ “loved them through all
the sufferings and lo all the issues to which his
love brought them. The statement is the suit­
able introduction to all that now looms in view.
His love remained stedfasl, and was now the rul­
ing motive.” .

If we might combine the views, we should cer-
tnilily get truth. Oil that night of betrayal,
Christ's unfailing love was perfectly displayed.

Able to save to the uttermost.
In Hebrews 7: 25 there is a beautiful passage.

one of the favorite texts of many a reader, which
tells us that Christ “is able to save to the utter­
most them that draw near to God through him,
seeing that he ever liveth to make intercession
r"rhe phrase here translated “to the uttermost”
is -eis to pauteles.” which has precisely the same
ambiguity as has the “eis telos of John 1.1. 1.
WnfTaH translates "for all time, instead of to x
ibe uttermost.” which is quite lhe

• n,f inav be that no matter to what knglh
sin his gone; Christ is able to subdue it and save
r ii ■ or the reference may be to time. Jesus
minrii ent priesthood being contrasted with thepcimnnin i ()f Anronlt. prlcst who bj
iealon o/ death was not suffered long to continue
his service. t.Xp0sitor.v articles Professor

■“Si;

‘without any limit’ whether of time or of extent
or of degree. Primarily indeed it is time that
is intended here, since the immediate theme is
the permanence of our Lord’s priesthood; but the
corollary thereof is the finality, completeness,
and all-sufliciency of his atoning sacrifice, and if
we limit the phrase to time, then we impoverish
the passage by ignoring those glorious truths
which are its main burthen.”

Of the meaning of the phrase for us, Dr. Smith
writes as follows:

“1. ‘He is able to save to the uttermost
of time.* He is the Eternal Saviour, ‘the
same yesterday and to-day, yea and for ever.’
What he was for Peter and Mary Magdalene and
the Dying Thief, that he is for us now, and will
be for all who trust him ‘to the last syllable of
recorded lime.’ What he was in Galilee and
Jerusalem he is evermore in his glory; and what
he was to us when we first believed, he will be
to us still even to the end of our journey, ac­
cording lo the ancient promise: ‘Even to old age
I am he; and even lo hoar hairs will I carry you.*

“2.‘He is able to save to the uttermost of human
depravity.* For his sacrifice for sin was an in­
finite sacrifice, ‘an atonement for our sin, and
not for ours only but also for the sin of the
whole world.’

“‘Its streams the whole creation reach:
So plenteous is the store—

Enough for all. enough for each.
Enough for evermore.*

“3.‘He is able to save to tlic uttermost of the
sinner’s day of grace.’ Misericordia Domini,
said St. Augustine, inter pontem et fontem,
‘There is mercy with the Lord betwixt the bridge
and the brook.’ And what this means is .illus­
trated by an epitaph taken by William Camden,
the Elizabethan antiquary, from the tombstone
of ‘a gentleman who, falling off his horse, brake
his neck, which suddain hap gave occasion of
much speech of his former life.’

“ ‘My friend, judge not me,
Thou seest I judge not thee:
Betwixt the stirrop and the ground
Mercy I askt, mercy I found.’

“There is life for a look at the Crucified—even
at the last moment.”

As we close, we may note a further remark of
Professor Smith regarding the ambiguities of
the .\ew Testament text. It is worthy of re­
membrance in connection not only with Heb.
7: 25, but also with the other ambiguous pas­
sages which we have studied. “Where a phrase in
the original is vague,” he says, “it is always well
in translation to reproduce its vagueness and re­
frain from precise definition; else we substitute
interpretation for translation, and even where
our interpretation is true, narrow the original
and eliminate much of its precious significance.”
The remembrance of this wise remark will help
us much in our appreciation of the sacred text
and our estimation of the value of the numerous
translations now in common use. There is very
frequent substitution of interpretation for
translation.

LAMP TO MY FEET.
Lamp to my feet I shine forth into my soul.

That I may better see which way I tread
In the dark hours and when I lose control

Of mine own steps, by vague desires misled.
In faltering moments, when 1 scarce can pray.

Through failing faith or wandering thoughts,
and sink

Back to my bondage, let thy kindly ray.
Lamp to my feet! prevent me on the brink.

- T. W. Parsons.
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The Bankruptcy of Rationalism.
T. II. Scam bier, B.A., Dip.Ed. No. -r>-

Miracles belong to the warp and woof of Chris­
tianity as it is presented in the New Testament.
The central fact of the gospel is the miracle of
the Resurrection of Jesus Christ.

A modern presentation of Christianity seeks
to discard miracles, to affirm that Christ is a
spiritual reality to the believer in a sense that
is independent of all miracles; that the resur­
rection of Christ was a spiritual resurrection,
and that the records of miracles in the New
Testament are mythical accretions. While we
accept the fact that Christ is a spiritual reality,
the miracles of the New Testament arc too im­
plicitly related to the gospel to allow us to re­
ject them, despite any pressure that certain
modern tendencies may bring to bear on the
question.

Rationalists make a definite point of attack
here, on the ground that “miracles do not hap­
pen,” as Matthew Arnold put it. The assump­
tion is that they cannot now and never did hap­
pen. To say that miracles are contrary to
experience (Hume's great argument) is to beg
the question. Whose experience? If yours
or mine, it may be granted that we have not
seen a miracle. But what about the apostles
of Christ? To say that miracles were contrary
to their experience is the very thing to be proved.

It is asserted that miracles are contrary to
the laws of nature. But what are laws of
nature? They are merely “observed sequences.’’
They are not laws in the sense that some Par­
liament of nature enacted them, and nature’s
policemen enforce them. If it be said that they
arc more than observations on the way nature
commonly acts, they must be the expression of
some Will, which might surely have the right
to express itself in some other way if need be
—in miracle for instance.
Whnt is a Miracle?

“A miracle is an exception to the observed
order of nature brought about by God, in order
to reveal his will or purpose.” It is not just a
marvel, it is an occurrence with moral or spirit­
ual purpose in it.

But the marvel is the part objected to, and
thinking now of a miracle as an exception to
the observed order of nature, let us notice some
of the miracles of unbelief. For unbelief has
its “miracles” no less renowned than Christian­
ity. Such a study will at least heli) us to rea­
lise that we arc not peculiar in our belief in
miracles.'

Behind every act of unbelief is some affirma­
tive, and our enquiry now is as to what is af­
firmed when a man says he is an unbeliever. All
unbelievers to-day—all that we have met al any
rate—are evolutionists, and theirs is the
thorough-going evolution that takes place with­
out help from God, for there is no God!

We are not now questioning the truth or other­
wise of evolution. It is a hypothesis that is
almost universally accepted by science, and it
may be true. There is much to indicate that
it is true. On the other hand it is not nearly
so settled a question as most writers on the sub­
ject would have us believe.

Now, let us seek to discover what a man must
believe in order to be an evolutionist. Of
course, if he is a Theistic evolutionist what we
say will not apply, for God accounts for every­
thing. But for the unbelieving evolutionist
there is no God.
The Beginning of Life.

Let us go back in thought to the earlier stages
of our earth’s existence. When first it was born,
a child of the sun. it contained no life. The
conditions were such that life was impossible.
In the course of time, when conditions became
favorable, life came, for it is here. Whence 

came it? God did not create it, for on this
hypothesis there is no God.

Professor J. A. Thomson, the distinguished
natural scientist, said in a work published in
1925 (“Science and Religion”) that there are four
answers that have been suggested. The first is
God, but for our present purpose he is excluded.
The second is We do not know. That is the
agnostic position, and a man who takes that
position should not object to those who claim
to know. The third is that simple forms of
life came here from another planet. They may
have travelled in the crevices of a meteorite,
sufficiently well wrapped up to withstand ex­
treme cold in the journey through space and
great heat as they approached the earth. This
theory is supported by some distinguished men
of science, though there is no scientific evidence
in proof of it. It is only supposition, and it but
shifts the difficulty one step further back. Whence
came it in the first place?

The fourth answer is that in some way it
developed from non-living matter. That is, it
came by spontaneous generation. There is no
scientific evidence to support this view cither.
It has never been known to happen. • It is out­
side of “observed sequences.” It therefore trans­
gresses “laws of nature.” It is a miracle.
11 just happened. Nobody brought it 

m “Cast thy guilty soul on him.
H Find him mighty to redeem; ' “j

At his feet thy burden lay; $
Look thy doubts and cares away; g

g-j Now by faith the Son embrace; S1
p Plead his promise, trust his grace.” | 

to pass. But unbelievers believe it. Believe
it—it’s a matter of faith. Maybe they are right,
but we think we know a better solution of the
problem.

A firemist and a planet, a crystal and a cell;
A jelly-fish and a saurian, and caves where

cave men dwell;
Then a sense of law and of order, and a face

turned from the clod,
Some call it evolution, and others call it God.

The Development of the Eye.
The eye is a wonderfully complicated and de­

licate piece of mechanism. How comes it that
every normal child born has two of these won­
derful instruments ready for use at birth? Think
of the processes that have been going on to
develop those eyes. For each there must be
an optic nerve attached, which connects it with
the brain, two delicate lenses wonderfully ad­
justed, two kinds of intervening transparent
media, a number of muscles cunningly arranged
to move it, several nerve layers co-ordinating
with the delicate fibrillae of the optic nerve, and
an automatic curtain for regulating the light.

When wc come thus far we have not begun to
describe the mystery of sight, but this is enough
wonder to meditate upon for the moment. You
will recall that according to the hypothesis of
unbelief, the first low forms of life had no such
eyes. In those faraway days our ancestors
were merely chemical ferments, or “bubbles in
the spawn and slime of the sea.” “Our ances­
tors were little floating atoms in the salt spume
of the dark primeval waters” (Dr. Fitchett).
And when, according to the theory, these firs!
forms of life progressed so as to have some kind
of body, there was still no eye in the developed
sense. How did it all begin—this wonder of
eyes throughout the animated creation? Darwin, 

Fc,,ruary <

in “On the Origin of Species,” suggests H
There was first a nerve, sensitive to
began to evolve in a certain direction, th,
developed, transparent layers and fluids 5nerv*
he till, in the course of time, there came tl 1(1
sation of light, then the power of discernin SCn’
jccts in the light, and finally the perfected °b’

There was no directing force in all thi
Will behind it, no purpose in view. By a str’ U°
contradiction, the evolving eye worked blind??**
towards perfect seeing. 3 °n

And this is but one of many wonders the b I
possesses. The car, the nostrils, the tone/
the vocal organs, the brain, the heart, the lun/’
ct al.—every one a new marvel, a fresh astound
ing miracle. For you understand it js qui."
different from believing in God. Given God, he
the great Creator, becomes the maker of ca^'
and all. But there is no God, and every won-
drous thing in the human body, every detail of
perfection in the animal creation, every infini­
tesimal wonder in insect life; every exquisite
marvel of flower, forest and field—all are s0
many separate and independent miracles, every
one a miracle as surprising as the Resurrection
itself. And these are the miracles of unbelief.
It is all much more a reach of faith than the
gospel asks of us. The ‘“laws of nature” do not
account for these things. There are no “ob­
served sequences” jn the processes. Just miracles,
miracles, miracles.
The Marvels of Chance.

In speaking of the whole field of atheistic
evolution from the beginning. Dr. F. Ballard
says: “You have to seek the material and the
method of such a process. The only logical
position is that ultimately the material was no­
thing and the method was chance. But if chance,
working on nothing, produced the universe, you
have a miracle much greater than anything
Christianity affirms.”

“But,” someone asks incredulously, “do intel­
ligent men really believe that chance accounts
for all the infinite variation and wonder of the
world in which we live?” There is a story of
Dr. Franklin that he once had a model globe in
the days when they were not so common as
they arc now’. A sceptic came, and asked what
it was, and who made it. Franklin said: “It is
a globe—a picture of the earth—but no one
made it: it just happened to be that shape; it
is a freak of chance.” The story is interesting.
but one is inclined to think it is “only a story"
to point a moral for a sceptic. But here is
the Hon. Bertrand Russell, well-known philoso­
pher and active Rationalist. He says: “There
is, as we all know, a law that if you throw dice
you will get double sixes about once in thirty-
six times, and w’c do not regard that as evidence
that the fall of the dice is regulated by design;
on the contrary, if the double sixes came every
time wc should think that there was design*
The laws of nature are of that sort as regards
many of them. They are statistical averages
such as would emerge from the laws of chance.
It really looks as if he believes that if you threw
a sufficient number of letters of the alphabet
into the air a sufficient number of times y°u
would be bound to get “Hamlet” and “Parad’se
Lost” by chance some time or other. F<>r
chance has wrought out this universe of ours.
All its wonderful combinations are chance hits
out of all the uncountable billions of other pos­
sibilities that there were. Il is almost unthink'
able to us, but there you are. These unbelievers,
many of them arc intelligent men, and they l’c'
lievc all that! Such faith is too wonderful for
us. It is high: we cannot attain unto it.
wonder if they have brought these beliefs ot
theirs “to the bar of logical determination.” The?
look suspiciously like ideas that have slipped
from the borders of faith into the realm <>
credulity.

Face to face with a universe it cannot accotin
for, a universe manifesting in all its forms the
presence of thought and will which it fatuous!.'
denies—that is Rationalism, bankrupt!



February 2, W8- THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

Palestine currency.
\ new Palestine currency was circulated , on

...nijcr 1, 1927. The interest lies in the rc-
nciirance of Hebrew on Palestine coinage. It

?P never been used since ancient times. The
Ic'd which forms the feature on the obverse is
[hat of the olive tree.

1’OONA MISSION.
By the last mail news was received of the death

of Mrs. Stothard, wife of Mr. J. W. Stothard, the
secretary of the Poona and Indian Village Mis­
sion. which occurred on Dec. 4 in Poona. Mrs.
Stothard (formerly Miss E. E. Elliott) bad been
connected with the mission for a number of
vears, and did splendid work among the Marathi­
speaking people of Western India. She has left
one son, Norman, who is in India with Mr.
Stothard.
HOW TO PREVENT WAR.

Nothing will do more to prevent the risk of
war than the abandonment of race prejudices,
nationalistic pride and suspicion, all disdain for
those of lesser breeds, all hatred of foreigners.
Jesus said, “If you don’t love your brother you
cannot love God”—and by brother he did not
mean the pleasant people in chapels and clubs.
He meant negroes and Chinamen, Russians and
Mexicans, publicans and courtesans. He ehose
poor working men as his first ministers, and com­
manded them to preach his gospel to people of
all races, colors and classes. Jesus, said Lowell,
was the original democrat.--“Quo-usque” in the
“British Weekly.”
SCIENCE AND RELIGION.

Some time ago we called attention to the fact
that Dr. Robert A. Milliken, perhaps the out­
standing scientist of America, had declared that
atheism is impossible, and that the true scientist
cannot help being religious. Dr. Milliken’s
thesis has been strikingly supported by a recent
pronouncement from Professor Pupin, of Colum­
bia, who is now president of the American Associ­
ation for the Advancement of Science. The lat­
ter says:—

“Science is making us better Christians. Science
is teaching men how to co-operate more intelli­
gently with God; it is teaching us what God’s
laws arc, and how to obey them. Science is
increasing our belief that the human soul is the
greatest thing in the universe, the supreme pur­
pose of the Creator. Science is increasing our
belief that the human soul will continue after
the death of our human bodies. Science is lead-
,ng us closer and closer to God.”

bor many years Professor James H. Leuba has
neen attempting to prove that the outstanding
scientists of America do not believe in a personal

in the Christian religion, nor in personal
^mortality. We wonder what explanation he

to offer for the published statements of
•c’cntisls of the highest rank, like Milliken and
as t’*n. "’ho flatly refute his position. So far
cnn"-C Can See* rc^gion and science are constantly
thpllnK el°scr together instead of getting far-
in 5pS!rt* The minister who berates science
“ri ".h<?*csalc fashion is making a mistake.—Chnstmn Evangelist.”
SCRIPTURES in HOTELS AND BOARDING

HOUSES.
ftuliir antI Foreign Bible Society has in-
tures i* h ° scbemc to place a copy of the Scrip-
A stni? i bct,roo’»s of hotels and coffee palaces.
co-nn • been made in Melbourne. With the
leadin managers of several of the
bounds1 ant^ c°Hee palaces, a specially
"ith th l'V Testament and Psalms in large type

I,e Ascription in gold on front cover as 

follows:—“Presented by the British and Foreign
Bible Society—For the use of Visitors,” has al­
ready been placed in each of the bedrooms. The
Society intends to extend the scheme throughout
Victoria during the year. By this means it is
hoped that many visitors and also members of
the staffs may find comfort and help through the
reading of the Word of God. A fund has been
opened to defray the cost of this work, and any
coniributions towards the same will be gratefully
received by Mr. Ernest J. Gosbcll, General Sec­
retary, B.F.B.S., 241-3 Flindcrs-lane, Melbourne.

MOST WIDELY READ BOOK IN PHILIPPINES.
A despatch from Manila states that figures com­

piled by the Philippine Branch of the American
Bible Society show that there are more than
2,000,000 Bibles in use throughout the archipelago.
The Bible holds a unique place in the life of
the Filipino people. Millions of Filipinos sel­
dom read any other book, and many of them be­
lieve the Bible is the only real hook in the
universe.

The annual distribution of- the Bible in the
Islands is greater than the combined circulation
of all newspapers, exceeding 125,000 copies an­
nually. No other book has attained a circula­
tion in excess of 1,000 a year.

Most of the Bibles read in the Islands arc
printed in Manila now and the work constitutes
the first publishing industry of the Islands. Be­
fore the Japanese earthquake English editions of
the Bible used in the Islands were printed in
Tokyo, but the plates were destroyed in the tire
which followed the great disaster and the publi­
cation then was started here.

The American Bible Society started the work
here 25 years ago, and the Bible now is printed

A Preacher
T. II. Scam bier, B.A., Dip.Ed.

A thousand miles on the Victorian highways
constituted part of our restful holiday. No,
it was not in the Ford. A little while ago, the
Ford, after four years of honorable and strenuous
service, broke down one day, when the preacher
had an invalid on board. That, combined with
the fact that we had the humiliation of com­
pleting the journey in a “Yellow,” was too much
for the susceptibilities of the men who look
after this preacher, and in a little while a beau­
tiful new “Whippet” was substituted for the
Ford. “A Whippet after a Tin Hare,” someone
said.

We traversed so many roads, and saw through
so many towns, that we began to feel like a con­
noisseur on roads, and fit to be included on the
commission to decide on the ideal town. Vic­
torian roads are good—good that is (as we heard
a traveller say), for tyre makers, body builders.
and spring makers. They certainly provide a
driver with plenty of variety, which is said
to be the spice of life. We travelled some
hundreds of miles along the Prince’s Highway,
and often we thought of another—the King’s
Highway—and of the prophecy about the rough
places being made smooth. If the Prince should
suddenly make up his mind to visit these shores
to see how his highway is progressing, we would
recommend the authorities to write us for some
suggestions on creating the best possible im­
pression. We would recommend about 100 miles
of picked road, over which he could be driven. 

in many native dialects. More than one-third
of the Bibles used are in English, however, and
the Society claims the Bible may be classed as
the greatest teacher of English religious force
in the archipelago.

No advertising or promotion work has been
necessary to bring about the great annual sale
of Bibles, the Society asserts, as the Bible is
popular with all classes of Filipinos (except,
poss:bly, the Mohammedan Moros), and is the
chief literary delight of a majority of the popu­
lation.

Considering the standards of education the
Filipinos may well be called one of the greatest
Bible reading peoples of the world.

THE PETTED PREACHER.
Flattery is one of the subtle temptations of

all Christian life. I am afraid we all like praise,
even when it comes from the uncritical. We are
not disposed to criticise those who offer us ap­
probation. We criticise acutely those who dif­
fer from us, but when it comes to their offering
us advice, we shut our eyes blindly to what is
given to us. and the result is, of course, a loss
in moral fibre.

I have heard Dr. Denney in Glasgow address­
ing divinity students who were leaving our col­
lege for the ministry, and one of the sharp
things he said to them for their good was this
—he often spoke to them about the last chapter
of John’s Gospel, “Feed my sheep,” was pastoral
care of a congregation—“Now,” be said, “do not
become the pct lamb of your congregation!”

There are some ministers who become the pct
lambs of their congregations. They have a nice
time. They are fondled and petted. “Feed my
sheep!” We have to be shepherds and take the
flock where we know they ought to go, not where
they think they ought to go.

From the highest motives men may seek to
avoid differing from the opinions of a congrega­
tion, and so fail to ^ive them moral leadership
and the awakening and stirring of their con­
science.—James Moffat in “Record of Christian
Work.”

on Holiday.

and would then suggest that a committee of
tactful men be chosen to persuade the Prince
that he now had a good idea of what the high­
way was like, and that it would be nice to try
some of the other means of locomotion, Clapp’s
trains, or something like that. Some time ago
we read that one country shire was discussing
the feasibility of putting down some corduroy
road, in order to cheek the speed of reckless
motorists through the district. (This was be­
fore I went that way.) As I drove through I
began to feel that I could offer those councillors
some valuable advice which would both save
them expense and do the desired work more ef­
fectively. My great secret, which I claim as
an original discovery, would be that they just
leave the roads alone.

We visited the “Sun’s” ideal town, Warrnani-
bool. We decided to call on the preacher there,
and enquired at the post office for his address.
It was 528 Elizabeth-st.. Melbourne. We did not
call round. A few- days later we called at the
house of the preacher at Ballarat, only to find
he was locum tenens at Warrnainbool for the
time. We tried to see the preachers of War-
ragul and Port Fairy too. but they likewise were
unfindable, and so we gave up visiting preachers
and confined ourselves to simple holiday delights.

There are many delightful towns scattered
throughout Victoria, and many of them reveal
a large amount of civic pride on the part of

(Continued on page 75.)
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WRETCHED—OR HAPPY?
Wouldst thou be wretched?

*Tis an easy way:
Think of but self, and self alone, all day;
Think of thy pain, thy grief, thy loss, thy care.
All that thou hast to do, or feel, or bear;
Think of thy good, thy pleasure and thy gain,
Think only of thyself. Twill not be vain.

Wouldst thou be happy?
Take an easy way:

Think of those round thee—live for them each
day;

Think of their pain, their loss, their grief, their
care;

All that they have to do, or feel, or bear;
Think of their pleasure, of their good, their gain;
Think of those round thee—it will not be vain.

A WELCOME AFTER ALL.
Old Ezra Jackson was just back from a three

months’ visit to his home town. His health
had given way under the strain of his wife’s
illness and death, and the family doctor had
advised a change.

He came down town the next day. He ex­
pected folks would be pretty glad to see him,
he had been gone so long. He had a good
deal to tell them, too, for the trip had been full
of interesting incidents. For instance, there
was that motor drive he had taken from his
birthplace out to his grandfather’s farm, past
the woods and the old swimming-hole.

Strangers lived there now. Still, how he en­
joyed seeing it again. There were the friends
of his boyhood that he had located, and a cousin
he had found with whom he went to school. There
were the woods and the river and the old church
and the cemetery’ he had visited.

He wanted to speak of all these things, but
somehow no one stopped long enough for him
to tell him.

Dr. Franklin gave him a nod, and said, “Back
Ezra?” and hurried on to a patient.

Jacob True, whom he thought would be de­
lighted to see him again, merely grasped his
hand, and remarked: “How are you, Ezra? I
see you are back.”

Mr. Anthony Morris did not take time to be
sociable, either. “Home again, Ezra, I see,”
was all he said.

As the three men hurried by, Ezra began to
feel lonesome and a little hurt. He had been
away three months. Didn’t those friends realise
that be needed a welcoming word? He sighed.

“Well, he guessed people over-estimated their
place in the world, after all. No one was
missed.”

Just as he passed Stewart’s grocery store, out
ran young Harold Pratt. “Hello, there, Mr.
Jackson!” he cried.

At the first sound of the welcoming young
voice, Ezra turned. The next moment Harold
was shaking hands vigorously.

“It’s good to see you back again,” he went
on. “I certainly was glad to see your light in
the window when I went by last night. Wanted
to go right in. I knew what had happened;
my old friend was back. I’ve missed you, Mr.
Jackson. Have a good time?” he added with
a boyish smile.

Ezra nodded. “Yes, I did. Of course, I
missed some that wasn’t there, for the years
bring changes, and cemeteries have a way of
filling up. But I tried not to mind that. I got
some Kodak pictures of the old home town I
want to show you.”

Harold nodded. “1’11 be over some evening.”
He paused. “There ain’t anybody gladder to 

sec you than I am, Mr.Jackson. It sure seems
nice to have you back.” .

Ezra beamed. “H’s sure nice of you to let
me know about it. To tell the truth, I was feel­
ing a bit down-hearted. I guess an old fellow
like me over-estimates himself. I sort ot thought
everybody would welcome me in a way I wouldn t
forget; but they didn’t do it. Those that 1
met to-day just spoke and passed on like I
hadn’t been missed. Il hurt, Harold; but you,
you’ve taken the sting out of everything. If
a line boy like you is glad to see me, I guess I
can stand the welcome from the rest that I didn t
get.” , .

Harold smiled. “Don’t mind them. They re
just thoughtless. Everyone likes you, Mr. Jack-
son.” He pressed the old, wrinkled hand. “You
want to get those Kodak pictures ready, for
I’m coming over soon.”

A moment later, Old Ezra went on his way.
But the hurl feeling in his lonely heart was gone.
Harold had come to the rescue, and it didn’t
matter about the others.

“H’s something to be missed by a line young
fellow like Harold,” he whispered proudly.—
Susan Hubbard Martin.

THE LAND OF “BACKWARDS.”
When a Chinaman meets his friend they shake

hands with themselves instead of each other.
How queer and ridiculous! you say. But your
way would seem just as queer and ridiculous to
them. In China so many things are done
exactly opposite to what we think natural. A
Chinaman mounts his horse from the right side,
not the left; he writes what we call the surname
first, and the other name afterwards; his shoes
are whitened instead of blacked. You would
find in China candlesticks which fit into the
candle instead of the candle going into the
candlestick; and wheel-barrows with sails.
Chinese roses have no scent; the ships have no
keels; the compass-needle points to the south;
the place of honor is on the left hand instead
of the right; and it is considered rude to lake
off your hat!

RETORTS.
Al great gatherings there is always some un­

sympathetic person who has something silly or
offensive with which to vex a speaker.

The retort of Bishop Wilberforce when called
upon to “speak up” is well known—“I am speak­
ing up; I always speak up, and I refuse to speak
down to the level of the in-mannered person in
the gallery.”

It needs a ready wit and an equable tempera­
ment to deal with the heckler and the interrup­
ter in that fashion. Lord Chancellor Westbury,
with his acrid tongue and imperturbable tem­
perament, could do it.

“Speak up!" cried a member of his club, with
whose committee and members he was not on
the best of terms at the moment that he was
addressing them.

“Speak up?” he queried. “I should have
thought the ears of anyone in this committee
were long enough to have heard me!”

A STIMULANT.
Inquirer: “Does a fish diet strengthen the

brain?”
Philosopher: “Perhaps not, but going fishing

seems to invigorate the imagination.”

Husband: “Why don’t you do some housework
instead of reading so much? What are you
reading now?”

Wife: “Pigs and Their Management.”

Februar>'

The Family Altar.
-----------  J. C. F. P,----------- -

Monday.
What, could ye not watch with me on,. i

-Matt. 2G: 40. L ho«r?
Coventry Patmore wrote: “God sets the

long, impossible tasks, yet is satisfied by^v1
first sincere proof that obedience is intent i
and takes the burthen away forthwith.
ye not watch with me one hour.’ ”

Beading—Matt. 26: 51-75.
Tuesday.

Pilate . . . took waler and washed his
hands before the multitude, saying, I ain •
nocent of the blood of this righteous man
Malt. 27: 24.
“Thy hands are wash’l, but 0, the waler’s spilt
That labored to have wash’t thy guilt;
The flood, if any can, that can suflice,
Must have its fountains in thine eyes.”
Reading—Matt. 2/: 1-26.

Wednesday.
They crucified him.—Matt. 27: 35.
In the life of Dr. Almond, of Loretto, We are

told that the tragedy of the crucifixion made, a
. serious impression on his childish heart. “No!
There’s no crying in heaven. I know that,” he
is said to have remarked, “except the day Jesus
Christ was crucified. I should think there was
a great deal of crying that day.”

Reading—Matt. 27: 27-50.
Thursday.

He saved others; himself he cannot save.—
Mall. 27: 42.

“Any kind of public life must be a self-sacrifice.
‘He saved others, himself he cannot save,’ is
true of all who would try to follow him.” So
wrote Bishop King, of Lincoln. Yet it must
never be forgotten that Christ’s sacrifice was
infinitely greater than is possible with any
others.

Reading—Matt. 27: 51-G6.
Friday.

Lo, I am with you always, even unto the end
of the world.—Matt. 28: 20.

On the eve of his first departure for China,
James Gilmour, of Mongolia, wrote: “Compan­
ions I can scarcely hope to meet, and the feel­
ing of being alone comes over me till I think of
Christ and his blessed promise, ‘Lo, I am with
you alway, even to the end of the world.’ No
one who does not go away, leaving all and go­
ing alone, can feel the force of this promise;
and when I begin to feel my heart threatening
to go down, I betake myself to this companion­
ship, and thank God I have felt the blessedness
of this promise rushing over me repeatedly when
I knell down and spoke to Jesus as a present
companion, from whom I am sure to fin1*
sympathy.”

Reading—Mall. 28.
Saturday.

And it came to pass in those days, that Jesus
came from Nazareth of Galilee.—Mark 1: 1-22.

“Among the four gospels, that of Mark be­
came my favorite, from the sudden direct man­
ner in which it al once brings Christ into con­
tact with a suffering world, and shows him sur­
rounded from morning until latest eve with the
direct aspects of human distress and woe.”
Dora Greenwell.

Sunday.
hat have we to do with thee, Jesus, th011

Nazarene?—Mark 1: 24.
“‘Let us alone! What have we to do with thee.’

is the sole thought and desire of unclean souls.
even while they acknowledge his majesty. None
but the holy can look upon the holy One; with­
out holiness no man can endure to see the
Lord.”

Reading—Mark 1: 23-45.
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Prayer Meeting Topic.
February 8.

NOT TO CONDEMN.
( John 3: 17.)

' F. J. Sivyer, B.A.

.... Go(| sent not his Son into the world to
the world; but that the world through

f?1. ,Xht be saved.” The beauty and force
f this sentence is often missed by reason of

lose' proximity to the greatest text of the
! ble It needs to be lifted out of the cclips-
] , light of its context and viewed by itself
against the dark background of the times.

The Spirit of the Times.
The Jewish people, and especially the religious

leaders, were very intolerant in their attitude to
any who differed from them. To them the
Samaritans, and Gentiles generally, were quite
beyond the pale, outside the family-circle—dogs.
Any lew who did not keep the law in strict or­
thodox fashion was punished and treated as a
heathen. The publicans who collected taxes
for the Romans were treated with bitterness and
contempt. “Publicans and sinners,” “publicans
and harlots”—that is how they wgre classified.
The sick and the afflicted were treated with scant
consideration. The merciless question which
the disciples asked Jesus reflects the temper of
the times, “Master, who did sin, this man, or his
parents, that he was born blind?” It was the
spirit of the old law, harsh, unrelenting, inexor­
able. Into this atmosphere came Jesus, declar­
ing, “God sent not his Son into the world to
condemn the world; but that the world through
him might be saved.” Across his brief but
full ministry is written, “Not to condemn, but
to save.”

The Graciousness of Jesus.
The ministry of Jesus is crowded with examples

of his generous judgment. Two or three out­
standing instances come to us. Think of his
first word to the Capernaum paralytic, “Son, be
of good cheer, thy sins be forgiven thee,” and
of his last word to the impotent man of Bethesda,
‘Sin no more lest a worse thing come to thee.”
In each case his pure eyes saw the close connec­
tion between sin and suffering, but instead of
blame and condemnation there was only pity
ond helpfulness. Think again of the adulterous
woman: her sin brought shame and confusion
o the face of Jesus, but no angry words fell
r°m his lips: “Neither do I condemn thee: go

nml sin no more.” Instance after instance might
’.c cited to show how completely Jesus embodied

that God gave him. He is the same
^slerday, to-day, yea, and forever. He does

” J ea\ "ith us after our sins. Instead of
nndenming, he seeks by his graciousness to
avc us from our sins and follies.

This is the Condemnation.
tbo"! S*-.°P I,crc would be to tell only half
li ,i . !'l,th. “This is the condemnation, that
the f1S co,ne *nt° the world.” Since we know
(lcaikra5Ci ^,c I-or<I Jesus—how tenderly he
helpL.f'1 i s’nner» and how ready he is to
nisin r ° kCCp On livinR carelessly, aimlessly, ex-
to sin our.scIvcs and condemning others, this is
(k‘amalionlnSl an(I brings its own con-

Neilher do I condemn thee!”
Gh, words of wondrous grace!

I by sins were borne upon the cross:
Believe, and go in peace.”

I-r.-r,P'.C FOn FEBRUARY 15.—JOHN'S SELF-
1| ACEMRXT.-.I(llln 3: 30.
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A CHRISTMAS CAMP.
lhe third annual Christmas camp conducted

n i | rcn' Slor>' and Thomson, of the Footscray
Bible School, Victoria, was again held at War­
burton. The camp is growing in popularity
each year, and this time eighteen boys and five
seniors joined together for a happy and in­
spiring time amongst the beauties of the War­
burton ranges.

Each morning devotional and Bible study
circles were held. The boys led the meetings,
and showed keen interest and appreciation. On
two Lord’s day mornings a service for the break­
ing of bread was held, when a number of breth­
ren from other churches who were staying in
the district joined in fellowship with the camp­
ers. Attendances at these meetings numbered
35 and 38 respectively; members from Malvern-
Caulfield and North Melbourne assisted in the
services. The two offerings, amounting to
£1/5/6, were handed to the Home Mission Com­
mittee.

A note of evangelism was maintained through­
out lhe period of the cainp. On the last night,
around the camp-fire, a thanksgiving service was
held, and an appeal was made for decisions, and
one of lhe older boys accepted Christ. Since
returning home another of the boys has taken
his stand for Christ.

The boys had a very happy time, and revelled
in swimming, ‘fishing, singing and eating. • Ex­
cursions were made to some of lhe many beauty
spots to be found in the district. The leaders
of the camp are highly satisfied with the ven­
ture, and recommend such efforts to our Bible
Schools as a means of helping the boys. The
spiritual atmosphere of the camp gives an op­
portunity of influencing the boys in a very de­
cided way. The deeper things of Christianity
can be presented, and opportunities seized for
winning the young people for Christ.

THE WORK IN NEW SOUTH WALES.
Mr. P. J. Pond, B.A., lhe organiser of lhe New

South Wales Bible School and Young People’s
Department, reports that he has visited most of
the schools in and (around Sydney. He is now
planning to visit country centres.

The Bible School and Young People’s Depart­
ment has asked lhe churches to enter upon a
fifty days’ period of prayer and participation
for* lhe advancement of Bible School work in
New South Wales. The date set for the com­
mencement of the campaign was Sunday, Jan.
15, and lhe fiftieth day, March -1, is the-date of 

the annual offering. On that day an every-
memher-presenl rally will be conducted in all
Bible Schools.

Since last Easter five new schools have been
established among Churches of Christ in New
South Wales, namely Ccssnock, Edgeroi, Grafton.
Tempe and Balladoran. Preparations are also
in hand for the establishing of others during
1928. The establishment of five new schools.
and five new C.E. or other Y.P. Societies each
year, are among lhe aims of the Department.

* TEACHER TRAINING.
At the Sunday School Convention held in Syd­

ney last March, the National Sunday School
Council of Australia was asked to draw up a
practical scheme of teacher training that could
be used by Sunday Schools throughout the Com­
monwealth. The scheme framed by the late
Dr. Smythe was found to be rather elaborate
for our present needs, so a much simpler course
of study was determined upon. The National
Council appointed a sub-committee to consider
the whole question and to draw up what it
deemed a workable plan. This committee has
done its work, and the suggested courses of
study have been accepted by the National Coun­
cil and have been referred to the various States
for consideration.

The courses suggested cover three years’ study.
Lectures will be spread over thirteen weeks, and
two lectures will be given each evening. The
first year’s study consists of lectures on the
Bible, the Art of Teaching, and Child Study, or
for those wishing to take kindergarten and
primary work a special course is suggested. The
second year embraces lectures on, A Modern
Sunday School at Work, The Great Beliefs of
the Universal Church, Elementary Psychology,
and a study of some of lhe great Christian lea­
ders, such as Augustine, Knox and Bunyan. The
third year deals with such topics as The Study
of Adolescence, Leadership of the Study. Inten­
sive Bible Study, and the Leadership of Youth.

Certificates will be given to all who complete
in a satisfactory way either the first or second
year of study, while to those who complete the
full three years’ course a diploma will be
awarded.

Each young people’s department is free to
make its own arrangements for classes and for
lectures, and it is hoped that this year will see
lhe scheme put into operation in Melbourne.
Those who successfully complete lhe courses
of study will receive certificates that carry with

them recognition by every
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Stale in lhe Commonwealth.
The text books suggested for
lhe first year are as follows.
Child Study—“Thu Scholar,”
Mrs. A. A. Lamereaux: the
Bible: O.T„ “The Old Testa­
ment and Ils Writers.” Robert­
son; N.T.. “Thu New Testa­
ment and Ils Writers,” Dr. J.
A. McClymont; The Art of
Teaching—“The Teacher,” Dr.
L. A. Weigh-. If you are un­
able to attend the lectures
when they are formed, it will
help you greatly in jour work
to secure the books and study
them al home.

“1 asked the roses as they grew
Richer and lovelier in their

hue.
What made their tints so rich

and bright?
They answered.- ‘Looking

toward the light.’”
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WELCOME HOME.’
Bro. and Sister H. Watson, with their son

Henry and daughters Nancy and Florence, and
Dr. and Mrs. R. Kilhnier with their sons Neville
and Bruce, are in Melbourne. On Tuesday night
a large and enthusiastic audience assembled in
Lygon-st. chapel to bid them welcome. The
chair was taken by A. G. Saunders, Vic. F.M.

Where once despised, not a home in Shrigonda
and (iistrict is now closed to the missionary.
Thousands have been healed of sicknesses, or­
phans have been cared for, the gospel has been 
preached.

Dr. Kilhnier also received an ovation as he
rose to speak. He said that such gatherings are
an inspiration to the missionaries. He had
spent in China the best four years of his life.
It had been a new experience in a new land—
mostly pleasant, all prolit. There had been a
new sense of God’s protection and nearness. “The
Lord is overruling things in China—bringing
good out of evil, and there is plenty of evil to
bring good out of.’’ Things are going to he
better in China. He believed that the way would
soon be clear for work to be resumed at
Hueilichow.

Prayer by Bro. J. I. Mudford brought to a
close one of the best of many fine missionary
meetings held at Lygon-st. chapel.

WANTED, MONEY FOR FOREIGN MISSIONS.

Dr. & Mrs. R. Killmicr,
from China.

President, who expressed regret that Mrs. Kill­
micr could not be present. The song-leader
was R. Lyall, with IL Barrett at the organ. J.
E. Webb offered prayer, and a Scripture portion
was read by Bro. A. Anderson, who with Mrs.
Anderson, Pearl and baby Gwen had come from
Brisbane on the “St. Albans’’ with Dr. and Mbs.
Kilhnier.

Welcome speeches were delivered. The Vic­
torian Conference President, A. W. Connor, said
that this home-coming was in the mind of a’
great army of our people. Mrs. .1. E. Shipway,
Women’s Conference President, in her greeting
spoke of Bro. Anderson as having been “the John
the Baptist of Dr. Killmicr.” R. T. Pittman,
B.A.,  represented the College of the Bible.

Bro. R. Enniss. fresh from his world tour, paid
a magnificent tribute to our workers. His eight
weeks’ itinerary amongst missionaries in India
had been a rich experience. He said that we
have in India an excellent field for service; a
compact piece of territory; a splendid company
of missionaries. A fine work is going on—bigger
and better than he had thought it could pos­
sibly be. The sacrifices made by the mission­
aries. and the services rendered by them, were
spoken of in eloquent terms.

The responses of the missionaries were greatly
enjoyed. Mrs. Watson showed how God had
answered prayer. “It is not sacrifice, but joy,
to serve for the Muster.”

Bro. Watson, described by the chairman as a
“veteran,” ami declared by Bro. Enniss to be
worthy of the title “Doctor,” said he wished to
sound a note of victory. When he first went
to Shrigonda he was told that his efforts would
be of no avail. “Not even a dog will follow
you,” the Brahmins said. But he did not go
to India to gel a following, but to witness for
Christ. Ztrid God has blessed the efforts made.

This is the lean lime of our F.M. year. The
money received at July offering has been spent.
We shall have very little before next July. We
must send to India each month £416/13/4, to
China work £100, Chinese work in Australia £25.
New Hebrides missions £35. The F.M. Board
will be glad to receive contributions. Possibly
some church treasurers have some F.M. money
that they propose to send soon. Maybe some
supporters of orphans have not paid this year’s
money. There may be some Children’s Day
money not yet forwarded. \^nd still another
possibility: there may be members who find after
balancing their 1927 books that they have had
a good financial year, and would like to send a
thank offering to the Foreign Mission work.
Kindly send money to your State treasurers or
secretaries. Addresses are: Victoria.—R. Lyall,
39 Lcveson-sl., North Melbourne, Nl. South
Australia: F. M. Worden, Glynde-rd., Magill.
New South Wales: G. Morton, Valentine House,
Va)entine-st^ Sydney. Queensland: N. Her­
mann, 12 Francis-st., Eagle Junction, Brisbane.
Tasmania: J. D. Green, 83 Giblin-sl., New Town,
Hobart. Western Australia: A. Brooke, 26(1
Bagot-sl., Subiaco.

A. ANDERSON’S AUSTRALIAN ENGAGEMENT.
Bro. Albert Anderson has accepted an engage­

ment to work with the Malvern church. He will
begin there in February, and his address will be
25 Dandenong-rd., Malvern, SE3. ’Phone, U6934.
We are sure all our readers will pray that Bro.
Anderson may have a blessed and fruitful minis­
try in Australia until he is able to return to his
life work in China.

TREASURER INDIAN FIELD COUNCIL.
Bro. Andrew A. Hughes is now treasurer of

Qie India Field Council, vice Bro. Hy. Watson.
now in Australia on furlough.

F. J. PURDY, OUR FIRST OBA MISSIONARY.
Last week I had the pleasure of lunching with

Messrs. Fred and George Purdy, who have been
in business on Oba Island for twenty years. Mr.
Fred Purdy was our first missionary on Oba
Island. He had previously done mission work
among the Kanakas in Queensland. Then he
began the mission work on Oba. In 1910 he
transferred his mission to the Churches of Christ
and acted as our honorary missionary. He spends
part of each year on Oba, and speaks very en­
couragingly of the Oba work.

February , ,

VALUABLE REPORT ON INDIA MISs-
Uro. Reg. Enniss, who visited !,„>• 0!f’

honorary commissioner of the p.uia as an
has submitted a valuable and constru* i-^hl,
port. This will be considered at the n te*
Board meeting. Bro. Enniss’s visit to hr
result in lasting good to the xyork the**'11
went there with open eyes, open ears, one* He
and open heart, and the result is lhis’inllfn.l,,inil
report. * ‘t’n,nccni

THANKS FOR CHRISTMAS GIFT.
Mrs. Nellie Morris Hughes writes from halt

3/l/’28: a’
“Will you please thank through the ‘Christian’

all the kind folks who have remembered us th”
Christinas! ide? We have been gladdened bv
the good stock of shirts and trousers which came
for the boys, and desire that the donors should
know that we are deeply grateful for them. The
rugs, loo, will be sullicienl, we believe, to cam
us through until the next Christinas boxes ar­
rive.

“We had a very enjoyable day yesterday at the
Sunday School picnic at Wagas. Mr. W. Blackaby.
of Grole-st., Adelaide, kindly sent some money
for Christmas cheer for the children. This
generous gift enabled us to hire bullock-carls to
carry the children to and from the picnic. Il
certainly added to the children’s pleasure, as
usually the children have to walk to their picnic
ground.”

FOUR CONVERTS FROM HINDUISM
BAPTISED.

Bro. Escott had a reaping time the month of
his arrival—the joy of baptising four adults who
were converts from Hinduism. Over seventy
visitors were present at the baptism, and made
up an audience of over a hundred.

After the baptisms the usual Sunday services
were held in the chapel. So large a number
attended that our sitting accommodation was
severely taxed.

Bro. Escott expects others will be baptised.
“among them a high Marathi man who expressed
the wish to become a Christian before we left
on furlough, and is now more than ever con­
vinced of the truth.”

Since last report the Federal secretary has ad­
dressed meetings at Lane Cove, Burwood, Epp>ng
and Chinese church, Sydney.

COMING EVENT.
FEBRUARY 12.—.1. I. Mudford begins his work

as preacher of Camberwell church. A kind invite*
lion is extended to sill past members and friends
to come. Welcome Social, Thursday following.
all invited.

CHURCH OF CHRIST, MIDDLE PARK.

Sunday Evening, February 12, at 7.
K.S.P. INSTALLATION,

Conducted by Bren. Trott. Bray and Snlberg. »“d
members of Middle Park Chapter. All welcome.

VICTORIAN DEPT. OF SOCIAL SERVICE.
Wanted, employment for carpenters; mid®,

workers; motor-drivers; grocers; bookkeepers •
clerks; typists; canvassers; woman, by the dnj •
labourers, etc., etc. All recommended. * . ,

Wanted funds urgently to relieve prevail*111,
distress.—Will IL Clay, 49 Elizabcth-sl.

Wanted, left off clothing.—Suits, old garment*
dresses, men’s underclothing and shirts, nn
childrens’ clothing—Blankets wanted urgent^'
Send Churches of Christ Mission. Burnley, rai
free. Advise Mrs. D. Allen, 12 Boundary-™-
Surrey Hills, Women’s Auxiliary Secretary.
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Here and There.
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I B Leach is doing good work at Bur-
nr.°’.vg\Vl- the attendances are growing.wood
„ un o') Bro. Ums. Bagger commenced two

, J cnccial services with the Naremlmrnweeks SP“" , «
(XS.W.) church.

cll „f our usual mail matter laded to reach
’ „ time for this issue. No doubt the holiday

11S IB lMonday was the reason.
There were nine confessions at Erskineville
\ S\V ) on Lord’s day, .Ian. 15. and another last

Lord’s day week. Bro. A. Carter preaching.
V Hinrichsen-Brooker tent mission commenced

at Cheltenham. Vic., on Sunday, with great meet­
ings, much enthusiasm, and two confessions.

Bro. B. G. Cameron desires to intimate that
he is available for full or part-time service with
any church requiring a preacher. He may be
addressed at (>(» Riddels-pde., Elslernwick, Vic.

We are glad to note that Bro. T. I). Hugger
(son of our N.S.W. Home Mission organiser)
has been awarded the “McColl Scholarship” of
£50 in connection with bis'medical studies at
Queen’s College. Melbourne University.

A lent mission is being conducted by Bren.
C. W. Jacked and F. Elliot at South Richmond,
Vic. There were excellent meetings and seven
additions last week. On Sunday night, after
an address on “Life’s Great Question,” five de­
cided for Christ.

The 1928 session of the College of the Bible is
due to begin at 9.30 a.in. on Wednesday, Feb.
15. Students are asked to be in residence by
Feb. 14. There promises to be a good enrol­
ment, all the available residential space having
been applied for. c

The twenty-first anniversary of the College of
the Bible will be celebrated in connection with
the opening demonstration for 1928 at Lygon-
sl. chapel on Monday, Feb. 20. The President
of the Federal Conference, Hon. W. Morrow.
M.L.C., is to address the meeting.

About twenty of our Victorian preachers in­
tend spending a few days, February G to 11, in
retreat at Morningion. While there they will
spend some lime in conference and study. Bro.
•V G. Saunders, B.A., has been chosen to lead
!.?.CIU *n a study of the letter lo the Ephesians.
I he place of retreat is Mr. Ncwcy’s house,
Baroona,” Baroona-st., Mornington.
Speaking at the missionary meeting on Tuesday

’ught, R. Enniss said he did not see why Bro.
enry Watson should not be called “Dr. Watson,”

successful had he been in treating sickness in
.!|.laj ’h*v, in America almost everybody is
J? , • a Doctor.” He bad been introduced to a
ot cling in the Stales as “The Reverend Doctor
•huiss. Dean of the Christian University of

•'•cibourne” 1
’ ^ree, via Buchan. East Gippsland, Vic.,

hcTi ^or breaking <>f bread are regularly
Mr' Ti h°Inc Bro. an(I Sister H. Hodge.
Sell* 11 • :i^so conducts a morning Sunday
aiutv ln (^n*nKroom. On Christmas Day
ders tW Y<?lr’s Day, Bro. and Sister A. S. An-
h'lfi h*1, I'oh’field, were welcome visitors, and
scrvi«1C ,Hlv^ck'c of helping in school and church
scho?1 ’^an‘ 1 ^ro. Anderson addressed
senti.y5 *?n(l I,arenls« while Mrs. Anderson pre-
W .p I)r,zes for the year’s work to the scholars.
hrethr^0 i-S. ln^cs beyond Buchan. Many
.'car en.fv*s^ Ulis district in the course of the
visit ti . Giey could continue the journey and
felkmJe ”• Tree church, their presence and

• »«P would be greatly enjoyed.
on ln’ssion commenced at Grafton, N.S.W.,
Bi-o'rr yi’ Jan' 22- The singing is led by
breach. enllalgh, and Bro. P. G. Bennett is the

11 ’ A large congregation listened to Bro.

Bennett’s address on “The Deity of Jesus.” The
local paper, “The Daily Examiner,” gave a good
notice of the service, and printed a brief out­
line of the address. The report stated: “Mr.
Bennett is an excellent speaker: his words are
clear, his enunciation is good, and his diction
is excellent. He has a very powerful voice,
and uses it well. One was struck by the com­
mand of the Scriplures that Mr. Bennett pos­
sesses, passage after passage being quoted and
the chapter, verse and book quoted cor-
rcctly. Mis memory work is excellent, not a
note being used throughout the address.”

Bro. C. Schwab writes from Perth: “Our \V.A.
preachers’ camp was held from Jan. 9 to 13. at
Mandurah, a seaside resort of no mean order.
" e had a grand time. Fishing was good, and
the campers accounted for over eighteen dozen,
mostly whiting. Discussions on the following
themes proved very helpful:—‘The Preacher and
his Devotional Life,’ ‘The Preacher and his Pas­
toral Work,’ and ‘The Preacher and his Preach­
ing Work.’ I think all but one of the preachers
were able lo attend the camp, in which we had
the pleasure of the company of Bren. T. Pea­
cock, B. W. Ewers, John Ewers and Bold. G. Car­
ter, who, will) the preachers, entered into the
spirit of the event most enthusiastically.”

An opportunity for young men and women to
hear Mr. B. J. Patterson, the temperance orator,
will he afforded by a meeting nt the Collins-sl.
Baptist Church, Melbourne, on Friday, Feb. 17.
Secretaries and superintendents of Young Peo­
ple's Societies and Bible Classes arc urged to
bring this matter before the young men and
women of our churches. Especial reference will
be made to the forthcoming no-licence campaign.
and it is hoped that the united rally will pro­
vide a fine jumping-off point for the vigorous
fight which lies ahead, and in which our young
people may play such an important part. Com­
munity singing will precede the meeting, be­
ginning at 7.45. Full particulars and literature
relating to the rally may be procured from Mr.
It. Ambrose Boberts, Acting Secretary Victorian
Prohibition League, Clyde House, 182 Collins-
St, Melbourne. ’Phone Central 8285.

A correspondent raises a question which touches
all the. churches. There may be as many church­
goers to-day as ever; but is there quite as much
churchgoing? Is there not a steady increase in
the number of good people who think they have
fulfilled all righteousness, as far as public wor­
ship is concerned, when they have attended
church once on Sunday? In individual cases,
of course, there may be reasons which justify a
single attendance on public worship on Sunday.
Advancing years, or bodily infirmity, or distance
from a place of worship, or the pressure of other
and equally sacred duties, may well make attend­
ance at church twice on a Sunday impossible in
many cases. But with many the habit is the
sign’ of dulled spiritual sensibilities, and of a
failing spiritual appetite. The interest in the
great themes of religion’must be very languid if
the process of listening to two brief discourses
upon them in one day is found to be an experi­
ence too trying for human fortitude. And how
faint must be the impulse to worship when it is
exhausted by one brief act of fellowship in
Christ’s church on a Sunday, and has not energy
enough lo survive a second 1—“Southern Cross.

addresses.
B Grcenhalgh (preacher Grafton church.

NSAV.).-81 Qucen-st.. Grafton.
,j B. Leach (preacher of Burwood church,

N.S.W.).—18 Sunbeam-ave., Burwood, Sydney.
S E Biches (niissionnry).--Box 50. P.O.. Bula­

wayo, Southern Rhodesia, South Africa.

Modern Parables.
CROSS-WORD PUZZLES.

This do I perceive that the latest craze is cross­
word puzzles. And many are the publications
that give them room. I take up my Daily and
it is there. I open my Weekly, and lo! it is
there. I glance at my Monthly, and behold! it
is there.

And sometimes over it the words are written,
“Money for Brains.” And sometimes it saith,
“Bring out your Bibles.” And rewards and
honors and opportunities are offered for right
solutions. And this have I noticed, that there
are many candidates for prizes.

But behold! Cross-word puzzles are complica­
ted. For there are words to be filled in horizon­
tally, and words to be filled in perpen­
dicularly. And all must harmonise. And
those who would successfully work them
out do indeed require brains and Bibles. But
he who cssayeth the task knoweth that each com­
pleted part helpeth another.

And it came to pass that in a certain cross­
word puzzle there was a space for a word of six
letters. And in the definition it said, “29—an
animal unto which man is relative.” And be­
hold ! other cross-words demanded that
the last five letters of the word be ON KEY.
But for the first letter there was no key. And
lo! many folk unhesitatingly put an M in front,
and were satisfied with “monkey.” But others
thoughtfully refused to add M, and in its place
were compelled to write D. And the answer to
them was “donkey.” And, perhaps, to the de­
signer, both were right, for it seemeth that some
men are satisfied to be monkeys, while others
much prefer to be donkeys.

And as I consider this matter of cross-word
puzzles I think that life is indeed a big cross­
word puzzle, with problems both down and across.
And our actions and words and thoughts are
the letters to be fitted in. And the task is no
easy one. But the key is given. Yea, and a
completed pattern also in the life of God’s Son.

And the Great Designer demandeth that all
shall essay to give the right solution. And as
a reward doth lie offer Life.

And this would I say unto all men. If thou so
desirest, work out thy paper puzzle, but above
all. see thou neglect not the great Cross-word of
Life. If thou wouldst work successfully, then
thou shalt need thy Bible, and also brains that
thou mayest interpret it correctly. And in this
wise shalt thou know whether thou hast suc­
ceeded or not—that thy completed life shall read.
perpendicularly, “Thou hast loved the Lord thy
God with all thine heart.” and. horizontally, “And
thy neighbor as thyself.”—X.

FOR SALE.
Modern book-cases with glass doors from £4;

Singer sewing machine. £9; Underwood type­
writer, £9; Standing reading lamp. £4; Exposi­
tors’ Bible, six large volumes (new), £3; six car­
pet squares; cut glass; Essex coach, splendid con­
dition, £240. Must be sold al once. Leaving
for America.—Dr. Brandt, 100 Park-st. West,
Brunswick. ’Phone Bruns. 1325.

LYGON STREET CHAPEL.
Monday, February 20.

COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE OPENING
DEMONSTRATION.

The first session of the College was held on
February 19. 1907, and this function will mark
the twenty-first birthday.

Hon. W. Morrow, M.L.C.. President of the
Federal Conference, will address the meeting.

Members and friends are invited to have part
in this coming-of-age celebration.

Special Musical Items.



If Thou Shouldst Go
Away.

A TALE OF THE WIMMERA PIONEERS.

A. R. Benn.

CHAPTER 18.
“Lord, to whom shall wc go?”—John 6: 68.
“The lovely secret places of our trust,
With thee away, would moulder into dust.”

I can just dimly remember that longest and
darkest night of my life. There was no moon
that night, and the stars had withdrawn their
light, and it seemed as though the night kept
on and on, and the sun refused to come back;
and if ever light was to be again, it could only
be when God said, as he said in ages past, “Let
there be light.” But was there a God to say
it? I do not know what we said and what wc
did after Nelly slipped away from us. I do
not even remember going to bed. All I do
remember was that I was in bed and feeling
very strange. I knew that something terrible
had happened. Somebody had died, whether it
was myself or somebody else I could not be
sure. But the most terrible, and apparently the
most real, thing of all was, that somehow there
could be no more belief in God. Life was to
be lived and death was to be faced without him.
God had gone away; in fact, he had only existed
in the minds of certain good people, and I knew
they were good. Then I discovered I was in my
own room; there was a light burning, and for
a moment I wondered where Alan and Colin
were. Then I knew nothing till someone came
into the room and stood by my bed. It was
my own dear mother. I could distinctly see
her face and I knew her voice, my own real
mother. What had happened? Had I died
like mother and Nelly? “John,” she said very
gently, and I noticed that though I was in the
next world, as it seemed, she still had the dear
old Scotch accent, “What sort of a mother would
I have been, if I hadn’t believed in Jesus?” Then
I saw her quite changed. Her face was not
so sweet, and I began to feel that I had been
disappointed, and that she had been disap­
pointed, and found out when she left the world
that what she had believed, and what had made
her as good as she was, was all a delusion. It
was terrible to think that there was no Jesus,
and that his love and his power to save was
all a lie. I knew, or thought I knew, how good
people would turn bad if they found out the
awful truth. I never knew how much Jesus
was to me till I came to know, as I thought I
did that night, that Jesus had dropped out of
existence and was no more. The disappoint­
ment, the terrible disillusionment of it all,
neither tongue nor pen will ever tell. I thought
it all might be a terrible dream, and things
might be all right if I woke; and I tried to
wake, and once more I found myself in bed,
and all seemed to be quiet and ordinary, except
that the night would not end, but kept on and
on. But in a minute or two I saw a kind look­
ing woman by my side. I knew she was Nelly’s
mother; but I did not seem to know she was
any relation to me; and she began to tell me
that my own dear mother was not as good as
she seemed to be, and that since she had died.
she had found that there was no God, and that
Christianity was all a mistake. Then she told
me that when Nelly died all there was of her
was buried; she hadn’t gone to heaven, because
there was no heaven. All there was of Nelly
would turn to dust, and there never would be
anything else, and no one would ever see her
again. Then poor Nelly’s mother began to cry
as I have never heard anyone cry. A world
where people cried like that wasn I fit to live
in. I wanted to stop knowing these awful
things. I sprang up out of bed, but Nelly’s
mother put me gently back again. I hen it 
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was my father; he had come into the room. He
had heroine an unbeliever, and looked just as
he did that night when mother was killed.
“There is no heaven; there is nothing after wc
die,” he wailed. "My poor, poor wife. I will
never meet her again.” And all through that
long, long night it was the same ternhle story

everything that had been good, turned bad:
it didn't seem worth while to live, and once
more I resolved to stop knowing these awful
things. I wanted not to know there was no
God or heaven, and that I would never meet
mother or Nelly again. 1 made up my mind
I would go out and drown myself in the dam
that was near our house.

I got up and started for the door; but Nelly s
mother appeared. ".lack. dear, do get back into
bed again; you will get worse if you don’t keep
in bed.” 1 seemed to have no strength, and I
let her put me back into bed and cover me tip.
I know I said, "Aren't Nelly and mother in hea­

llow strange we are. Voice

,°ncs

We j. ke
back, yet we cry when we thiuk'of d"''1 Oll«
heard all that really mattered. ti, ’ had
God, and mother and Nelly were "as a
ever. What else in all the world’was for
worry about? I went oil’ to sleep agaiii ,0

February ,

about Nelly, mother?" was niy
“You must not worrv nhm,« C. _xt“You must not worry about her 1 ,<’«M1,„
well off. belter than any „f
heaven?” "Yes. yes.” “Are vou s, s s|>e i
I thought she wasn’t.” “You muslnVn
dear, for she is,” but as she spoke >'nl» Uni
trembled. How strange we are. Vni--
in heaven, and would not call q,

BEGINNINGS.
"A pebble in the streamlet scant

Has turned the course of ninny a river
A dewdrop on the tiny plant

Has warped the giant oak forever.”

New Chapel at Gilgnndra, N.S.W.
The building is composed of a main lull

and kinder-room. The size of the whole
is 25 ft. x 50 ft., the main hall being 25fl.
x 10 ft., and the kinder-room 10 ft. x 25ft.
The structure is lined with libra-cement,
with a 3-fl. stained dado. It was erected
by voluntary labor under’one paid trades­
man, the timber being supplied and milled
by local brethren. Only £150 is owing on
the building.

ven?” “Yes, of course they arc, Jack." I think
that was the best news I ever heard. That
night, in a new sense, I heard the gospel that
there was a God and a heaven, and I heard it
from the lips of my sceptical stepmother. Then
I think I must have gone to sleep, and when I
next opened my eyes it was day. At last the
long-delayed sun had risen, and with healing in
his wings. I knew that something longer than
an ordinary night must have elapsed since I
went to bed, and while I was wondering what
it all meant I heard a slight movement, and look­
ing round I saw mother sitting by my bed. For
a moment or two I lay wondering if 1 should
speak, and what 1 should say if I did. When
I did break the silence my voice sounded strange
and weak.

"What’s the matter, mother; have I been ill?”
"Yes, Jack, but thank God you are getting bet­
ter now.” It was so new and so good to hear
her say "Thank God.” Then there was a God,
and even mother seemed to believe it. "What

- - - - - - - - - - - - „- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - —

THE BOOK FREE
to the people of Victoria. Manq wonder
how it can be done. To preach free the
story of the Bool’ is the ideal and claim of
the Churches of Christ in Victoria.

Thousands have not heard our presen­
tation of the Book.

/In Offering from Every ember is
solicited by the

1 VICTORIAN HOME MISSION DEPARTMENT
Help new work—maintain existing fields

by generous support.
Vic. Churches of Christ Home Mission Dept.

[ William Gale, Organiser & Secretary, I
JjS^McEwan House, 343 Lit. Collins St., Mclbourne^^

The State Savings Bank of Victoria
“THE PEOPLE’S BANK"

HOUSING ACT LOANS
The Bank builds houses for persons whose income does not exceed £400 a year, and

who do nol already own a home.

Deposit £50 on a capital cost of:— Wood £1,000
, , , . r Brick £1,300

repayable by instalments over a- term of 26s ' years.

Special reductions in the amount of Deposit required are granted lo applicants
with two or more children under the age of 14 years.

Payments under this Scheme amount to less than rent.
For further information call in al any Branch of the Bank or write lo Head Office :

139-153 ELIZABETH ST., MELBOURNE GEO. E, EMERY, General Manager
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A PREACHER ON holiday.’
(Continued from page G9.)

1. “Drive slow, and see our town;
Hie an<l Sec our jail,” read a notice hoard
l)ri'|L entrance of one charming town. We
at,"Ci see the jail, of course.
ll" ,ni>ortlnnd we stayed a few days. It is an

1 .entering place in most respects. In ad-
,IC" the usual beach facilities, which in

dves arc second to none that we havelliemse s(rclc))cs ()f nice t.]cnn grass
T"' to the edge of the sea, and long rows of
C Mwidc-spreading cypress trees close to the
° ter whose restful shade can accommodate
hundreds of people, thus making it possible to
enjov the beach on the hottest day.

Portland is interesting too, because of its
associations with the early settlers of Victoria.
The first white man to land at Portland was a
whaler. Captain William Dutton, whose first
visit was in 1828. exactly 100 years ago. A
part of the whalers’ boiling down plant—a broken
iron cauldron—is still to be seen on the beach
where Dutton built a cottage. After him came
the Hcntys, and it is in connection with this
family that the early history of the place is best
known. A striking obelisk on the bluff near
the town commemorates the coining of these
settlers, as well as the meeting of Major Thomas
Mitchell, the explorer, with the Hcnty Brothers
in 183G. There arc many places and things
worth seeing in and around Portland. Here
we did see the jail, and had the experience of
having a police officer close the door of the
cell upon us. It was in the old jail, no longer
used as a prison. Times have greatly changed in
the course of a century, and even jails have been
transformed, and it is good that they have, for
of all the jails of our experience, we never saw
anything so suggestive of horror as those soli­
tary cells in the old prison house at Portland.
The reform of prisons and of prison life com­
menced by John Howard is one of the rich
fruits of Christianity. But there—we must re­
member we are on holiday, and are not just now
marshalling the mighty evidences of the truth
of Christianity. And it is to be hoped that
some people won’t see the above reference to
the jails of our experience, for they may draw
wrong conclusions to our hurt and confusion.

“People who have neglected church during the
month of holiday have found the pillar of cloud
becoming very thin, and the pillar of fire becom­
ing very dim,” said W. D. Jackson, B.A., whom
we heard morning and evening on the Lord’s
day we spent in Portland. In addition to its
intrinsic worth this quotation shows that we
did not spend an altogether pagan holiday. We
also visited, among other churches, our little
church in the house” at Black Rock, and our

cathedral at Hampton. We do not agree with
•he sentiments of the boy who is reported to
have prayed on the eve of his departure from
home: “Good-bye, God; I’m going for a holiday.”

CHURCHES OF CHRIST COLLEGIATE SCHOOL,
Magill-rd., Corryton, South Australia.
PRINCIPAL, ROBT. HARKNESS, B.A.
Day and Boarding School Cor Girls.

First Term for 1928 Begins—
_ TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14.

vospectus Forwarded Upon Application to the
Principal.

W. A. FORDHAM
ffinitBp IJainlrr & Semralnr

260 Riversdale Rd., Mid. Camberwell
stimates Submitted for All Classes of Repairs.

-______ ’Phone W 1403
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FOY & GIBSON PTY. LTD.
Smith St., Collingwood

Church Seats, Reading Desks, Pul­
pits, School Forms, Dual Desks,

Tables and Presses are our
specialty

Specialise in the Manufacture
of CHURCH and

SCHOOL FURNITURE

ESTIMATES SUPPLIED - Ring J 4151
or Write for Representative to Call

Australian Baptist Foreign Mission
BOOK DEPOT

486 Albert St., East Melbourne
(Nolc new address—2d Trama almoal paaa ihe door).

Our new and commodious Book Room is
now open for inspection.

Bibles for all ages to suit all sights.
Gift Books for children. New supplies just
opened. Some charming and attractive books.
New Supplies of Popular Books—

“The Christ of the Indian Road” (Jones) 3/6
“What Christ menus to Me” (Grenfell) 2/6
"Christian Fellowship in Thought and

Prayer" (Basil Matthews) - - 21-
Sunday School Rewards—New and clean

stock of the latest productions of the best
publishers. We select for country buyers.

Missionary Books—A very choice and wide
range of the best Missionary Books. Our
greatest speciality.

F. W. Boreham’s world renowned essays. We
stock them all.

Stained Glass
Memorial Windows

AND

Plain Leadlight
Church Windows

FITTED WITH

PATENT VENTILATORS.
Designs on Application.

Brooks, Robinson
& CO. LTD.

59-65 Elizabeth St, Melbourne.

E. WOOD & Co. Pty. Ltd

HOW ARE
YOUR EYES?

DO THEY NEED
ATTENTION ?

95 ELIZABETH ST.
MELBOURNE

,’ry it by covering one
any doubt, if you getDO you see with equal clearness with both eyes?

and try reading from a distance. If you have
nervous headaches, or feel eye strain, come in and let
examination. ’Phone G778 Cent, for an appointment.

Certified
Ophthalmic
Opticians
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Tasmania.
K.< c kWL. “ ?<v > X / x carried vn by hv.il

. . .-.x ........Tvnvd. rhe see-
*S?a. Ja’.xr SyaTd. bas bad a Kid time

. ' .--•. ’..; is unprxning. The
\ • ' . . ^ . a .? ,•■.•>-■••'• to help with the
..\x. ?-?.v *?. SAan: has had to return to

. sa?a -z. He wvcJJ be glad to see any
n-*'.- ~-ay X* xisiting Hobart.

New Zealand.

Queensland.
confessions since last re-
?. Anderson's visit deepened
Iissicn work. Attendances
— 'st eneocraging. Sunday
:g especially good.

Brisbane.—Several visitors were at the
■:- Jaz. 22_ Bro. W. Trudgian

axiir^isea tzz czzreh on “The Faith which
:rka-.A ry Love.“ At night Bro. Bassard

rr-iaoaed- Tee ch :Lr rendered an anthem. On
az. a <:e Gale S; rts Clzb held its sixth an-

zzal z-.-xa—z.z. -?.-Z the report of activities was
„y the seer-tary. Bro. R. J. O’Connell, and

-ae -Lec-.:z ;f cfTrers took place.
Gyzr^ie.—jh-tings on Szzday. Jan. 22. were

t-2 _ ■----- Ere. Vazhaxn exhorted in the
■ rz ~~ . ziezling ft r the Faith,” and at

— rzt ;.-iahtzd az excellent sermon on “Echoed
in rl^n-ez." Training for service class has
— :tirr._-r.cad. Tza ladies’ guild has also been
2: z_'h?.e-h EILh- School is increasing in num­
ber-.. Czrirtziz Endeavor is doing good work.
ar. i the a tendance a: the mid-week prayer mect-

' has cnnsideraLIy improved.
East I-s-vich.—3lazy strangers are attending

On Jan. 22 a young man was baptised,
and a t .-.-,z lady confessed Christ. The church
.: entering cjx.n a three months* soul-winning
_-a.-.-.ya.-7..“,:. eight days’ special services from
Feb. ' t. '2. Mid-week meetings recommenced

r. Jaz. 2. Bible School. Y.P.S.C.E. and J.C.E.
27 ■ Lrigi.t. hr ., and Sister Anderson and Pearl
'..died thz church. Bro. Anderson spoke on
“Tragedy." and Pearl rendered “When He
O-.mcth" in her native language.

Annerley/—Increased attendances at mid-week
prayer meetings. It has been found necessary
to add two young men to the executive of the
LorTi day school, also four new teachers. On
Sunday morning. Jan. 22. Bro. Young addressed
th.1 church on “Worthy Representatives." At
r.igi.t he preached on “Why a Christian Only?”
Both meetings were well attended. Sister Mrs.
fZrkroft sar.g a solo at the gospel service. Every
T. .da;, evening, Bro. Young conducts a Chris­
tian z.class at Diamantina Hospital. His
•. i dt i. much appreciated.

Western Australia.
Northam.-On Lord’s day, Jan. 22, Bro. Buck­

ingham made a welcome re-appearance on the
pjut'orm. His messages were uplifting. The
church commences the new year with great op­
timism. Attendances on Jan. 22 showed a
marked increase.

............ .  . 1 to
On Thursday, .lan. 19,

Perth. New year meetings have continued
be good in attendance. (... 71-----
there was a return of the new year gift boxes.
About 60 were present at that night’s prayer
meeting anti dedication service. The proceeds
from tlie offering go toward the hall fund. On
tlie morning of Jan. 22 the church enjoyed the
fellowship of fourteen members from Kalgoorlie.
and Bro. Pollard gave an inspiring talk.

Fremantle.—The year commenced well w’th
four confessions on Sunday evening, Jan. 1, two
being at Fremantle with Bro. Stirling preaching,
and two at Palmyra with Bro. P. Jefferies preach­
ing. Included in these was the father of Bro.
Cecil Robinson, the latter being home on vaca­
tion from Glen Iris. The church has enjoyed
fellowship with two men from Glen Iris re­
cently, Bro. C. Robinson addressing the church
on Sunday morning, Jan. 8, and Bro. Cyril For­
tune speaking on Sunday morning, Jan. 15. Bro.
Robinson has also been helping in the Bible
School and gospel meeting at Palmyra. Those
who confessed their faith in the Lord Jesus
Christ on Jan. 1 were baptised on Jan. 4 and
received into fellowship on Jan. 8. On Jan.
15 a young man accepted the Saviour after an
address by Bro. Lucraft, while Bro. Stirling was
conducting anniversary services at York. A
Mutual Improvement Society is being formed on
the initiative of Bro. S. Thomson; the inaugural
meeting was held on Jan. 19.

South Australia.
Croydon.—On Sunday Bro. Graham continued

his series of addresses on “The Messiah.” There
were line gatherings. The Bible School had an
attendance of 233 scholars.

Norwood.—The holiday season somewhat in­
terfered with attendances. Bro. Baker has been
on holiday for three Sundays, and the church is
indebted to the brethren who assisted during his
absence—A. W. Tucker, N. J. Pascoe and F. J.
Lindquist. Visitors on Jan. 29 included Bro.
and Sister Pcttard, of Bambra-rd., Vic. The
Sunday School held its annual picnic at Ridge
Park, Glen Osmond, on Monday.

Mile End.—Bro. Ewers is spending his holi­
days at Victor Harbor. Bro. Reg. Enniss kindly
took his place on Feb. 15 in the evening, and
gave a splendid address. On 22nd Bro. and
Sister A. Trudingcr, of the China Inland Mission,
were the speakers, Bro. Trudingcr speaking in
the morning, and he and his wife took the even­
ing service. Bro. Norton was able to be pre­
sent on Sunday morning after his illness. Bro.
R. S. Caldicott is laid aside by sickness.

Dulwich—On Sunday, Jan. 15, at the gospel
service, one young girl made the good confes­
sion; she was baptised on the 22nd. At the
close of the gospel address on Jan. 29 two more
young people confessed their Saviour. In the
morning the right hand of fellowship was ex­
tended to the one baptised the previous Lord’s
day. The church under Bro. Rankine’s ministry
is experiencing a time of reaping. The Bible
School picnic was held at Kensington Gardens on
Jan. 30.

enjoyed.

tended. 1
a good practical address.

Middle Park.—Meetings are fairly well at­
tended. Last Sunday morning Bro. Baker gave

- • L.ni 2ddrcr.r». At the gospel ser­
vice Bro. Baker spoke on “The Meaning of Bap­
tism.” A solo by Miss Phillips was appreciated.

Victoria.
Croydon.—The preacher (Bro. A. G. Ammon)

has concluded a scries of special Sunday even­
ing addresses. His subject last Sunday even-

“Christian Union.” This was much
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South Melbourne.—Large and briHhi
were held last Lord’s day, with a finP „ niCclinKx
visitors. Bro. Waterman was the sno Uin,bct ol
Bible School had an attendance Of k<?r* 'Hie
On Monday the scholars and teachers0'1*- 2,,(1-
Hie annual picnic at Hampton. The oth Cnj0*Vt<i
aries of the church report progress amH aUxi,j'

Melbourne (Swanston-st).—Last Lord’s* d
enjoyable meeting was held in the inomi *' 311
a large attendance at the evening servi’8’Qnd
Brandl delivered two excellent sermons C<\Dr’
noticeable that many people who liS(*Cn !l is
the recent discussion have been present lo
last two Sunday evenings. Dr. Brandt
more Sundays with the church, and will n?i , r
deliver his farewell messages on Feb. 26. ’,y

Warrnambool.—During Bro. Fisher’s n|«
on holiday, Bro. G. T. Fitzgerald conducted^
services for two Sundays, and Bro. F. T. Sa 1
ders for one Sunday. Their splendid heln h
deeply appreciated. On Jan. 28 the Bible
School picnic was held at Breakwater Beach. ()n
Jan. 29 Bro. Fisher exhorted the church, and
the Hon. W. F. Finlayson, of the Prohibition
League, preached al night to a good congregation.

Doncaster East.-—Last Saturday evening a dis­
tribution of prizes social was held. The scholars
gave a very enjoyable night. There was a good
attendance. On Lord’s day Bro. Clay, of the
Social Service Department, was present all day.
His talk in the morning was interesting, and at
the gospel service there was a full house, the chil­
dren again rendering hymns. At the close of
Bro. Clay’s address a' married sister confessed
her Saviour.

East Kew.—At the quarterly business meeting
on Jan. 26 much was discussed to help extend
the work. Twenty-two have been added by
faith and obedience, letter and restoration. Bro.
McDowell made a special appeal for the build­
ing fund, and £28 was raised. Jan. 29, nice
meeting in the morning; Bro. Youens gave a
fine message. In the evening, at the close of
a great message, two young ladies took their
stand for Christ.

North Richmond.— Bro. A. Cameron has ter­
minated his ministry with the church, and Bro.
Mortimer is acting as part-time preacher for
three weeks. Meetings have shown decided im­
provement. Bro. Mortimer’s messages are help­
ful and inspiring. Mid-week meetings arc a
special feature, the attendance at the last two
being 40 and 50 respectively. Bro. Bolduan is
expected to commence his ministry with the
church on Feb. 5.

Footscray.—A very nice feeling was present in
well attended meetings on Jan. 29. Two young
people who obeyed the gospel were welcome
into fellowship. At the gospel service Bro.
Stilt’s message was an appeal for decision f°r
Christian service, taking the verse, “Choose ?e
this day whom ye will serve.” Two sisters con­
fessed Christ. Fourteen members comnienceu
open-air evangelism at Seddon on Friday even­
ing, Bren. Storey and Stitt speaking.

Brunswick—On Lord’s day, Jan. 29, Bro. 0.
Ward presiding, referred to the death of I>r°*
Robert Veitch, who had reached over the ago 0
83 years. Bro. Dr. Hinrichsen, from Norlhoo ♦
exhorted. Bro>. McNcilly preached on
Prodigal Son,” and a confession was taken. *
F. Lydiard sang n gospel solo. In the af c
noon a prayer meeting was held at the home
Sister Mrs. Veitch. Bro. Veitch was buried n
the Fawkner cemetery on Monday, Jan. 30. 1 '
McNcilly officiated. There was a la *»
attendance.

Malvern-Caulfield.—On Sunday, Jan. 29,
dance at the morning service was somewhat
low average, but the evening service was fa* -
well attended. Bro. Griffin having dcPnrT.
during the early part of the week, and Bro., ;
derson not yet having arrived, Bren. G. “
and R. P. Clark ably filled the vacancy. On M™*
day, Jan. 31, the Bible School held its annua
picnic at Dingley Dell. The arrival of »»
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Anderson and family about lunch
mill S,slel inost pleasant event of a delightful
time W>s a nceorded a very enthusiastic
day. an<l I lu.'
"el‘-°"’1. During Bro. Seainbler’s vacation

Ge?ffform has been supplied by Bro. Keith
the ’’", College of I|1C Dible), whose able and
J"j'dul addresses have been greatly appreciated
hr ’the members.
*• r-j|da_ Bro- *’• Saunders was the speaker
. S,‘’c.mdav morning. Both meetings were well

15 led The Bible School picnic at Bickett’s
on A.N.A. Day provided a good day’s out-

*m"for scholars and the grown-ups.
"pitzroy.— Meetings are keeping up fairly well.

the absence of the preacher the follow-
?Ve helped:- Bren. Hatwell, Myers, Arbuckle,

Amlrew and McCallum. On A.N.A. Day the
Sunday School picnic was held at Wattle Park;
mi enjoyable day was spent. Bro. Burns, snr.,
who has been ill. is recovering.

Box Hill.—Bro- Allan, returned from holiday.
spoke at both services on Jan. 29. The gospel
service at night was especially well attended.
Bro. and Sister Salisbury sang a duet sweetly.
At the morning service Sister Miss Haywood was
received by letter from Preston. All church
auxiliaries are resuming work for the new year.
Bible School attendances are growing. Bible
Schoo) teachers and members of Bible Class held
a picnic at Warrandy te on Monday. During Bro.
Allan’s absence on holidays, the church has been
much indebted to Bren. Graf ham, Sparks and
Quirk for valued services in exhorting and
preaching.

Kaniva.—Impressive and appreciated messages
were delivered by Bro. Benn. At night the
chapel was packed, many having to stand. One
young lady made the good confession. At the
close of the morning meeting Sister Lily Williams
received presentations from church, Bible School
and J.C.E. Society on the eve of her departure
for training for Foreign Missions. The sisters
met during the week and presented Sister Benn
with an entree dish. The Bible School pre­
sented Lorna with a Bible. The farewelling has
been very touching, as they have so endeared
themselves to the members, and will continue to
live in the prayers and affections of the brethren.

Yarrawonga.—On Jan. 22 Bro. and Sister H.
Walker were welcomed to the church. A fine
number met around the Lord’s table on Jan. 29.
hi the afternoon the new hall in Mulwala was
officially opened. The two Bible Schools were
present, together with a number of local re­
sidents. The door was opened by elder A.
Chappell, of Yarrawonga. in the presence of a
large gathering. Al the service in the build*
*ng. which was crowded, short speeches were
given by Bren. Pratt and Houghton, Mulwala
liemg represented by Gr. Lonsdale, Mr. Nicholson,

Mr. Cachlan and Mr. Shrubb (head teacher
•Mulwala school). A very bright gospel ser-

i,ytL.was Yarrawonga at night. A solo
bister Pratt was appreciated.

^Carlton (Lygon-st.).—The church is suffering
an extraordinary amount of sickness among

e members. Among those laid low are Bro.
a*VU(;’ who is in a serious condition; our

,s’s^er Lily West, precariously ill with
ma.n,n^’.t*‘s’ an<l the church organist. Miss Pitt-
Jan* 20 10 h<aS an °Pcrat*on- Lord’s day,
n*i I i • • ^to. Saunders preached morning and
meeti lister Edna Bagley sang al the evening
is er,.her usual winsomeness. The church
for ? efnl to Bro* H* Barrett, of Swanston-st.,
liers *s. VaB,a^e help as organist. Many mem-
bcir1./,,iC .?n vae,»lion. Open-air meetings are
davn n { aper evening meeting each Lord’s
a I,’ forty of the young people spent
•''aumlerseVen’n^ Bo,ne Bro. and Sister
HroOOit7IG,,O‘I nllel’<l»nces on .Inn. 22. when
*’as 'Ip ,‘.CVlven Rave farewell messages. He
Visit’or.e 1 •>(, ,n vnk'agemcnl with Kaniva church.
bister i ,ny*uded Bro. and Sister Rowan and

Bangley, from S.A., and Bro. Beg. Methven. 
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from Queensland. The church rejoiced to have
Sister Mrs. G. Forster back after a long illness.
un Jan. 2o the building was comfortably filled.
when a gathering of members and townspeople,
inc Udmg the preachers of the Presbyterian and
Methodist churches, assembled to bid farewell
to Bro. and Sister Methven and family. Bro. P.
Stocks occupied the chair, vocal items were ren­
dered, and a token of esteem was handed to each
member of the family. Words of appreciation
were spoken by the officers, visiting preachers,
and members of the general public, testifying
to the sound and consistent methods adopted
by Bro. Methyen in his 21 years’ sojourn in
Boorl.

North Williamstown.—Two weddings have been
celebrated in the chapel—on Dec. 17, Sister Edie
Chandler to Mr. Tanner, and on .Ian. 28 Sister
Fannie Haskel to Bro. Will Griffiths, Bro. A. H.
Pratt officiating. The latter arc both Bible
School workers, Bro. Griffiths being secretary
and Sister Haskel kindergarten pianist and tea­
cher. also church organist. They were presented
with beautiful gifts from Bible School and kin­
dergarten. The church will present their gift
on their return home. The Phi Beta Pi club
now numbers fourteen. On .Ian. 23 the beloved
Bro. Will Roxburgh, aged twenty, was called to
higher service. He was a loyal church mem­
ber and Bible School worker, and will be greatly
missed. Meetings have returned to normal
after holidays. Bro. Pratt is well liked, and
preaches line sermons.

New South Wales.
Paddington.—On Jan. 22 Bro. K. A. Mackenzie

gave a fine address in the morning. The church
enjoyed fellowship with Sister H. K. Wilson,
from Glenelg, S.A. In the evening Bro. Chapple
delivered a message from which much could be
learned.

Belmore.—On Lord’s day morning, Jan. 22,
three were received into the church by faith and
baptism, also one baptised believer. Bro. P.
Bale’s address to the church was much appreci­
ated. At the evening meeting Bro. P. E. Thomas
gave a helpful address.

Grafton.—The tent mission commenced on
Sunday, Jan. 22, when Bro. Bennett gave an ex­
cellent message to a line audience. On Monday
night the attendance was small, and rain pre­
vented a meeting on Tuesday. On Wednesday 4
the attendance improved, and on 1 hursday 53
were present, and a young lady made the good
confession. Interest is growing, and the work
is promising.

Enmorc.—The church Ims lost a useful worker
in the person of Bro. Hoy Stanhope, who goes to
Orange to teach. He was secretary of the S.S.
On Tuesday a large number of teachers and
friends met to say farewell. Bro. Paternos er.
on behalf of teachers, presented him with a solid
leather case. Sunday was a great day, over
200 breaking bread. There were four confes­
sions at night, among them Jeff Day. oldest son
of the late Bro. A. G. Day.

Gilgandra.—Fortnightly gospel services have
been commenced at Bnlladoran, a centre about
12’. miles from Gilgandra. From their incep­
tion thev have been splendidly attended. There
are no members in this district. A Bible School
is also held, and 23 scholars were present on Jan.

Church and preacher arc falling in line
with Bible-reading campaign during February
and March. The local kindergarten _ is doing
well, having an average attendance of 21.

Holder Typewriter Championship A.N.A. Australia

Miss M. MITCHELL
Sypriuriihig anil Duplicating (.Office

31 QUEEN ST.. MEL.B. <=•
Cr. Flinders Lane 6 Queen Sb. 2nd floor, opp. Ilfls 6 stair,

VICTORIAN HOME MISSIONS.
William Gale.

The first meeting of the Victorian Home Mis­
sionary Committee for 1928- was held in the
office on Jan. 26, with Bro. A. W. Connor in the
chair. Reports of secretary and sub-committees
were presented and discussed. Some encourag­
ing reports from the field were read. Several
appeals for assistance from needy churches and
continuance of subsidies were received. Not in
all eases, unfortunately, could these be enter­
tained, owing to large overdraft. The some­
what unfavorable season and trade depression
have resulted in not only smaller receipts than
anticipated, but also in calls for help together
with increasing subsidies. Despite the large
debit balance of £1,427/15/8 to Dec. 31, some
fields could not be refused help, without seriously
prejudicing the cause, where so much effort and
expense have been given. In other fields re­
ductions were inevitable.

The secretary reported that the annual offer­
ing figures show a probable total of £1,300, which
is about the same as last year. But when con­
sidered in the light of a large increase in the
amount received through “duplex” envelopes, the
nett result will probably show an increase of
over £100.

The committee looks to churches about to take
up the annual offering to bear in mind the very
needy position of the. committee, due to its ef­
forts to maintain the work in.subsidised fields,
and to render assistance where urgently needed,
in addition to keeping promises made last year,
as far as possible.

Will secretaries, treasurers and collectors
kindly call in all funds for Home Missions, and
remit amounts due to committee at an early date,
as books close at end of February?

Brethren interested in our great State-wide
work are again solicited for further assistance,
so that the very existence of our needy fields
shall not be jeopardised by discontinuance of
assistance. Subsidies from 5/- to £3 per week
are being paid to over twenty congregations.

Preparations are being made for a great con­
ference at Easter. Brethren are urged to give
this vital annual event a big place in their plans,
and to so arrange their “car outings” as not to
forsake this great feature of the Lord’s work.

THE COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE.
The Board of Management desires to acknow­

ledge, with thanks, the receipt of the following
contributions during December, 1927:—

Churches.—Annual Offering.—Victoria: Hor-
shain. £4/10/-; Burnley, £1/4'-; Hartwell, £1:
Wedderburn. £1 7South Richmond, £1/12'6;
Malwrn-Caulfield. £8/11/7; Geelong, £1,5 -. New
South Wales: Burwood (add.), 5/-; Belmore,
£2'5 1; Lane Cove, £112'-; Auburn, £1/13/-.
South Aust.: Glenelg, £9'0 3; Cheltenham, D E..
17'10; Mile End. £8; Wallaroo, 14'6. Western
Aust.: Bassendean (add.), 2 6. Queensland: Ma
Ma Creek. £2 10 9; Marburg, £1/18-.

Individual Contributions.—Victoria: R. J.
Goldsworthy, £2; J. L. Richards. 10 -; H. R. Ward.
5/-; Mrs. H. R. Ward. 5/-; J. W. Morrison, 2/6;
J. Treble, £1; Mrs. M. Dunham, 5'-: Mrs. A.
Smith. 5 Miss M. Gaskett, 10 -. New South
Wales: Robert Latimorc, £1; R. B. Butler. £3 1 -:
Mrs. L. Harbutt. £2/2/-. South Aust.: N. Gould.
10 •: Mrs. W. Chaplin. 5'-: E. A. Riches, £2; R.
II. Shepherd. £2; D. Lawrie. 2 6. Western Aust.:
J. Pearce, 10/-; H. W. Gamaway, 5/-; S. Fryer,
£1; J. Pember, £1. Queensland: Mrs. W. Brown.
5 Miss H. G. Brown, 2 6; Miss J. M. Brown.
2 6; C. M. F. Fischer. £1 1 -; T. Ditchman, 10 -;
(*. Kaiewski. £1 1 Mrs. L. Witt. 5 -; Miss A.
Perrelt. 5 -: Miss G. Perret I. 5 -; J. R. Perrett,
£1 2 Tasmania: Mrs. E. Cubitt, 10 -. New
Zealand: Mrs. II. M. Powell. £1; Miss C. Winter.
£1; J. A. Shepherd, £1 10 -. General: Boron ia
Church, a c Org. Sec.. 10'-. Federal F.M. Board,
a c Hostel Maintenance (2 years I. £193.

W. C. Craigic, Hon. Trcas.
Fred T. Saunders, Org. Sec.



OBITUARY.
COSH.—On January 10 one of the aged sisters

of the Semaphore church. S.A-, was called home
in the person of Sister Mrs. G. \\. Cosh. She
wus born in Dudley, England, on May 29, 18-14,
coming to Australia four years later. She was
baptised by Mr. E. E. Evans at Lyndoch \ alley.
near Angaston. and was married by Dr. Thos.
Porter, preacher of Hindmarsh church, on Oct.
II. 1868. The Queenstown church was started
in her home in 1869. She and her husband were
also foundation members of the York church.
and later of Semaphore church. She reared a
Large family', and though physically frail she
had a heart full of love for the church and her
Saviour, and lived a faithful and earnest Chris­
tian life. Her interest in the church was main­
tained to the end. She being dead yet speaks,
and the memory of her good life will be a great
comfort to the family. Tender sympathy is
extended to all the loved ones who mourn the
loss of a dear mother and friend, but whose
great comfort is in the Friend of all. the Com­
forter and Guide of all his people.—W.B.

STEVENS.-—On Jan. IS Bro. William Stevens
departed this life, aged 74 years. For many
years he was identified with the Church of
Christ, and was a faithful disciple. He had an
intelligent grasp of the Word of God. For
some years, with his family, he was associated
with the church in Naracoorte. Then he re-
moxed to Stirling West. The call came sud­
denly to him. He was in a lawyer’s office trans­
acting some business when he had a heart sei­
zure and expired. Bro. F. Collins assisted the
writer in the funt-ral service. We extend our
Christian sympathy to his Christian wife and
family who are all linked up with the church.
Bro. Stuart Stevens, preacher of Geelong church,
is one of the sons. The church on earth is
poorer when these dear old saints leave us.—A.
C. HaaLine. Dulwich, S.A.

SPEND A HOLIDAY AT L’PWEY.
“Hillcrest,” beautifully situated, large grounds,

-- !'• - week Cincluding electric light), except
Christmas and Easter.—Miss Pittman. “Brent­
wood." Willis-st.. Hampton, Vic.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

HARTLEY G. RYAN
iUarrislcr & S'nliritor

418 Chancery Lane, Melbourne
.j. ( F 3827Private Addre«»: phone, ; H 1799

12 Miller Grove, Kew<■ nnw~ ___

LAMP HOSPITAL Household Lamps,
Primus Stoves, Painters’ Blow Lamps.

Motor Radiators, Guards, Wind Screens.
Copper A»bc»to» Gaskets.

MOTOR RADIATOR MFG. CO. CE^n5ci58
(H. B. Robbins)

LATROBE ST., 1 door from Elizabeth St.

J. FERGUSON & SON
(E. J. Collings)

jfcmrral Bimtnr
660 HIGH St., THORNBURY N.J“71

77 HIGH St., WESTGARTH
122 WHITEHORSE Rd., BOX HILL

Phono Box Hill 665
Orders promptly attended to. Up-to-date Motor Service.

SHOP BY MAIL ■ ■ SATISFACTION GUARANTEED
SEND FOR CATALOGUE AND COMPARE PRICES

£4/10/-
9et. GOLD

ROLEX

Best Quality
Patent

Leather Bag
with Mirror
and Purse,

6/11

4 Diamonds, Beautiful Qualify
act In lOcl. Gold mid Pure

Platinum, £15
Olbera £7/10/- Io £10

Beautiful Quality with 4
• mailer Dianiorida aet in

IHcl. Gold and Pure
Platinum £12/10/-

Olhcrs £7/10/- to £00

p.b. McMaster
TOWN HALL BUILDINGS, NORTH MELBOURNE, Vic. r

(3 Doors Fitx’s) Est. 1858 PHONE F3068

McMASTER’S
Jewelled Open Face
Gents’ Nickle Lever

3 Watch
on / guaranteed

2 YEARS

•3 Diamond Coronel
Ring in I (kt. Gold
mid Pure Platinum.
A Bargain- £10
Cthera £5 Io £50

Beautiful Quality Diamond
Clusicr in IScl. Gold and

Pure Platinum, £8/10/-
Olhcrs, £10 Io £40

4 Diamonds of Splendid
Quolily In 16cl. Gold and
Pme Platinum, £5/15/-

Olhcrs £7/10/- Io £25

This Beautiful Quality Diamond
Ring, JtJcI. Gold mid Pure Plat­

inum, Usually £13/10/-
McMaster’s Price-£10

Others £12/10/-to £50

February 2
"J28.

THE W Day.
The COLLEGE OF THE BIBLE is

21 years old.

During its progress it has made con­
tributions of definite value to ever}’
brotherhood enterprise.

The New Day dawns with insistent
calls for increased service.

Programmes for celebrating the nine­
teenth centenary of the church in
1930 require more workers in
every department.

The College is the source of supply
and must prepare to meet the
demand.

For this reason the College financial
resources need to be increased
NOW.

The College depends on the gifts of
members and churches.

Every member is cordially asked to
co-operate generously.

Will you help the College grasp the
opportunity of the New Day?

(Enllpge of tlw
GLEN iris, VICTORIA, AUSTRALIA

CONTROLLED BY THE FEDERAL CONFERENCE

'Principal, c/L % SVIain, M.A.

Fred T. SaundcrH,
Organiaing Secretary,

250 Tooronga Rd., East Malvern,
’Phone, U 2964. SE 6.
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LE PINE & SON
CANTERBURY HAWTHORN

Ring up J 1441 EX-
j we will wait upan you

for Conruhation and Instructions
RICHMOND CAMBERWELL

jFutipral Birprtors
SURREY HILLS

AUSTIN SHOES.
for Ladies and Gents Pumps, Wells,
Machine Sewn. Stocked by Lending Re-
iailcrs throughout the Commonwealth.

Manufactured by
AUSTIN SHOES PTY. LTD.,

310-322 Jolmston-st., Abbotsford, Victoria.

See Back Page for Rates of Small Advts.

PREACHERS’ PROVIDENT FUND.
With which is incorporated the Aged and Infirm

Evangelists’ Trust.

Established by the Federal Conference of the
Churches of Christ in Australia.

.Members of Committee: W. E. Day, A. Morris,
I. E, Ilofc, L. Rossell, F. S. Steer, J. Stimson
and M. H. Hall (Hon. Sec. and Treasurer).

Representative in Victoria: A. R. Lyall, Royal
Park, Melbourne.

Representative in South Australia: General S.
Puce Weir, 2nd Avenue, East Adelaide.

Representative in Western Australia: D. M.
Wilson, 33 Carr-st, Perth.

The Objects of the Fund are:
1st. Io assist financially Aged and Infirm and

Belired Preachers.
2nd. To control and manage an Endowment

Fund to which Preachers may con­
tribute.

In order to do this effectively, the Committee
needs the practical sympathy and support of all
the churches and brethren throughout the Com­
monwealth.

Please forward contributions to W. H. Hall,
107 Pill-st., Sydney, N.S.W., making money
orders and postal notes payable at G.P.O.,
Sydney. Contributions may also be sent to A.
B. Lyall, S. Price Weir and D. M. Wilson.

Miss M. E. Pittman, fu^f’M^)

(Trarlirr of Biiujing
Phone, X 6473 " Brentwood.” H nmpton St.,

Hampton,
or de Allan 8. also Lygon St. Christian Chapel. /

FOR SOFT WHITE HANDS
USE

Owen’s Gipsy Balm
Secure a bottle before Winter

and prevent the

skin getting rough and
CHAPPED.

GIPSY BALM
Will also remove Stains on HANDS

incidental to household duties.

Price, 1/3 & 2/3, post 6d. extra.

Prepared only by

ED G. OWEN, cS“d
102 COLLINS ST., MELBOURNE.

___ ___ PHONE 2087-----

T. W. BURROWS,
CASH AND FAMILY BUTCHER.

Prime Corned Beef, Pickled Pork and Ox
Tongues.

Families wailed on daily. Orders promptly
attended to.

fhe favor of your patronage and recommendation
respectfully solicited.

Canterbury-rd. (near Suffolk-rd.),
Surrey Hills.

’Phone: Canterbury 3457.

VICTORIAN DEPT. OF SOCIAL SERVICE.
Office—19 Elizabeth-st. (2nd Floor).

Benevolent Depot.—Church of Christ, Burnk-y-
st„ Burnley. Wednesdays, 2 till 4. Mrs. C. Gill
in charge.

The Department otters free service in any
social matter to the whole brotherhood. Write
for advice in your trouble.

This is a work that should appeal tn Chris­
tians everywhere. Send contributions to the
Secretary, Will H. Clay.

Help us to Help Others.

SOCIAL SERVICE DEPARTMENT OF
NEW SOUTH WALES. .

Room 105. Rawson Chambers, Rawson-pl., Sjitm-y.

Employment Bureau.—If you ran utter work or
desire work, let us know at nine.

Clothing and Poor Relief Depot.
Hours: 9 Io 5 daily.
The wholehearted co-operation, financial ami

otherwise, of Hie brotherhood will be appreciated.
—W. J. Crossman, Organiser.

Offerings for Foreign Missions
from Victorian Churches and Members

will lie thankfully received by
J. E. ALLAN, Sec.. 51 Watt-st., Box Hill.

’Plume: Box Hill 452.

OUR BOOIQRPOM.
BROWN, W. II.—Wit and Humor for Public

Speakers.................................. posted, 7/6
Illustrative Incidents for Public Speakers,

posted, 7/6
BRYAN, J. H.—How to Understand and Use

the Bible................................... posted, 2/9
CAMPBELL, A.—A Debate on the Roman Cath­

olic Religion between Alexander Campbell
and Right Rev. John B. Purcell, Bishop of
Cincinnati.................................posted, 6/6

Christian Baptism............ ...............posted, 6/6
The Evidences of Christianity .. .. posted, 8/6
The Christian System.................. posted, 7/6
i he Christian Baptist..................posted, 13/-
Popular Lectures and Addresses .. posted, 13/-
Living Oracles..................................posted, 9/-

CAMPBELL, T.—Declaration and Address.
posted, 6d.

CAN RIGHT, D. M.—Seventh Day Adventism
Renounced................................posted, 6/6

The Complete Testimony of the Early
Fathers..........................• .. .. posted, 1/9

Life of Mrs. E. G. White............ posted, 6/9
CHRISTIAN, J. T.—Immersion the Act of

Christian Baptism.................. posted, 4/9
COOMBS, J. V.—Campaigning for Christ.

posted. 3/3
Christian Evangelism .................. posted, 3/3
Religious Delusions.......................... posted, 6/-

CONNOR, AAV.—The Lord of Glory, posted, 2/6
COUNSEL TO CONVERTS .. .. posted, 3d.
CRAWFORD, C. C_—Sermon Notes on Acts

posted, 6/6
DAVIS, M. M.—The Eldership .... posted, 4/3

First Principles................................ posted, 5/6
How to be Saved, posted, 3/3: cloth posted, 6/6
How the Disciples Began and Grew, posted, 6/6.

DEAN, B.S.—An Outline of Bible History.
posted, 8/-

A Syllabus of Apostolic History . posted. 4/6
DENTON, T. E.—Topical Illustrations posted 6/6
DUNGAN. I). R.—

On the Rock................................. posted. lod.
Hermeneutics.................................. posted, 7/’

DUMM ELOW.—One Volume Commentary on
the Bible.................................... posted, 13/d

EDWARDS, J. H.—Orthodoxy in the Civil
Courts........................................ . ...posted, 5/6

ELMORE, R. E.—Christian Unity Text-book
posted, 2/-

Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd..
528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne.

VICTOR G. COOK
iRcgistereii Ardgtcrt null

(Euitiiiiliiitg tngitirrr
QUEENSLAND BUILDING, 84 WILLIAM ST.

Phone F3400 MELBOURNE
Private Address:—92 Primrose-st., Essendon

Architect for New Churches of Christ
nt Essendon and Thorn bury.

ESTIMATES & SKETCH PLANS submitted
on Bequest.



So

TO USE

TBBTIMONIAT.r

0Ut one Of above |inel)

rid dr ess .

MANUFACTURED AT

195 Smith Street, Fitzroy, Vic.

BIT AH] F7ACI UNLEAVENED BREADIvl II I Zl IS FOR THE LORD’S SUPPER
nlUlZJVkJ 1/3 lb. Postage Exira.

Austral Co., 528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melb.

265 Little Collins St., Melbourne
(4 Doors from Swanaton Sired)

HAS REMOVED TO
HARLEY BUILDINGS,

71 Collins Street, Melbourne
(Cor. Collins & Exhibition Sts.)

Phone, Cent. 7255. Hours by Appointment Only.
SUBSCRIPTION-Through Church Agent, 9 - year.

Posted Direct. 10 6. Foreign. 14-. Cheques,
money orders, etc, to D. E. PI ITMAN, Mgr.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS—Send Old and New Address
a week previous to dale of desired change.

DISCONTINUANCE-Paper sent till Definite Notice
of Discontinuance Received.

ADVERTISEMENTS -Marriages. Births, Deaths,
Memorials, Bereavement Notices, 2/- (one verae
allowed in Deaths and Memorials). Coming
Events, 16 words. 6d., every additional 12 words.
6d. Wanted, For Sale, To Let nnd Similar Ads.,
24 words. I'- ; every additional 12 words, 6d.

Other Advertising Rates on Application.

For First-Class

TAILORING
Ladies’ or Gents’

Go to .,.

Exporters of
PRESSED HAY,
CHAFF and
COLONIAL
PRODUCE

Country Orders carefully
attended to.

Special Attention Given to Seed Grain.
HEAD OFFICE AND MILLS:

39-51 Leveson St, North Melbourne.
BRANCH STORES:

1 & 3 Victoria Market, Melbourne.

Works:
Cor. North & Hawthorn Rds., Caulfield.

Enquiries Invited. Estimates Submitted Free
of Cost. Work Done in all Cemeteries.

Prompt Attention given to all Country Enquiries.

Fill In above NOW and post |o the 'Phone X 6473 "

-_ _ _ ■ Brentwood," Willis Street, Hampton, Vic.

THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN.

Alfred Millis & Sods Pty. Ltd.
Fruit Commission Agents,

5, 6 & 7 Western PJlarket, Melbourne.
ACCOUNT SALES EVERY WEDNESDAY.

"Reliable” Paper Patterns

Enrol me as a Sfudrnf in )
Forward particulars re J

(Indicate wishes by striking

Name...............

LYALL & SONSS:
CHAFF, HAY,
GRAIN and
PRODUCE
MERCHANTS

"I have found your courses very helpful. They
would prove excellent helps to any young men
starting out in the work of the Gospel.”

"I am very pleased with the Grammar and Com­
position Course; it will always be a great help to
■ne. It has given me a start which I hope will
lead to something better in the near future."

"The information I have received in the
'Speakers' Course' is just what I most require."

---------
I Australian Christian

JAMES DICK & SONS
fflniuuiirntal fHasnttfi

6 WELL STREET, MIDDLE BRIGHTON.
PHONE, X 3646.

Published Weekly by
Austral Printing & Publishing Co. Ltd.

528, 530 Elizabeth St., Melbourne,
Victoria, Australia.

Phone, F2524.
Editor: A. R. Main, M.A.

All Communications to Above Address.

is true economy and a won­
derful help to the Home

Needle-woman,
They are accurate, simple and

always in good taste.

Heartily commended by the Victorian Home Missionary Committee.

CuURCH

PREACHERS' PREPARATION, SPEAKERS' PREPARATION, BIBLE STUDY, BIBLE ANALYSIS, BIBLE DOCTRINE, H(JRcH
HISTORY, CHRISTIAN EVIDENCES, GRAMMAR and COMPOSITION, TEACHERS’ PREPARATION, ELOCUTION,
EFFICIENCY (for Presidents, Officers, Secretaries, and Treasurers), PAUL'S LIFE AND WORK, WOMEN OF THE BIBLE, etc.

£1/1/0 per quarter covers all costs.
I _

Fill In abo'__________________Instructor, J. C. F, Pittman,
Printed nnd Published by the Austral Printing and Publishing Company, Ltd,, 528, 530 Elizabeth-st., Melbourne, “loria, Australia
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H. Louey Pang & Co A
Fruit, Produce and Commit ‘ H

Agents, 0
172-176 LITTLE BOURKE ST., MELB0Urn

Account Sales with Cheques sent doily J
ately after consignments sold.

Also at Victoria Market.
----- Also -----

LOUEY PANG & SAMUEL WONG Hi
215 THOMAS-ST., HAYMARKET, SYDNEY 1

Telegraphic Address—Banana, Sydney.
Fruit, Produce Commission Agents and

Merchants.
Our premises are right opposite the fruit mu.

bets, where the central activities of the fnj
trade are being operated. We conduct our busi­
ness on the same principles as the Mclhournt

firm.

Mr. Clifford C. Sharp
L.D.S., B.D.Sc. (Melb. Univ.)

Surgeon Dentist


