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THE COMPUTERS ARE COMING!
The usual stream of mail into the office of “The Australian Christian”

has dwindled to a trickle and the delivery of the journal is certain to be
delayed. Whilst we are anxiously awaiting letters we may well reflect
upon the facts of modern life.

The present mail problems began with a 24-hour strike, the effects
of which were made worse by a “work-to-regulations” policy. This is
an exaggerated adherence to rules and a calculated intention to break
down the smooth-working efficiency of the mail system.

The thing that triggered off the trouble was the installation of elec­
tronic sorting machines to be operated by girls at a lower rate of pay than
that paid to male mail sorters. The union is demanding that men work
the new machines or that the girls be paid rates as for men.

Behind this immediate issue, many see the looming of a great struggle
by the workers to head off some of the effects of the scientific transforma­
tion of life. Once the majority of people worked on farms, now less
than 10% do so. Many today have jobs which did not even exist 50
years ago, and it is said that in America the white-collar workers exceed
the number of blue-collar workers. Many of the white-collar workers
also wear white coats and they work on the machines that do the work
once done by hundreds of hands.

The computer age is coming, and we shall have to learn to live with
it. To fight the electronic brain would be as futile a gesture as was that
of the angry men who once broke the cotton machines that were stealing
their jobs. The scientific revolution will be as irresistible as the industrial
revolution.

The human needs in the computer age must, however, be recognised
and met. With growing productivity resources we are better able to
meet them than ever before. Maybe the postal workers are saying that
we should have a look at these problems and solve them now rather
than later. A great principle that will help us is that, while man may
be the master of the machines, God is the master of men. God must
not be the forgotten factor in the age of science. To acknowledge him is
to have concern for all.

In the meantime, it may be of some consolation to the postal workers
to know that there is no plan at present to replace the editor with a very
small computer.

GUIDELINES (2) Son of God
Once we accept as fact that God is personal — without limiting his

personality in the way that man is limited — we have a starting point from
which to approach the whole meaning of life.

We are not required to debate the ultimate every time we discover
a paradox in life. Once we find our minds wholly satisfied with the
hypothesis of an absolute creator all the meaning we give to life will
be set on a particular course.

Being convinced that God is, we can go on to explore the relationships
between God and his creation. Since any powers possessed by God
would not be less than those with which he endows humans created by
him. then he must possess the power of communication.

Men also have the power to love, to plan, to forgive, to share, to give,
to treasure, to protect — and to communicate these facilities to each
other. It is not against our reason to accept as fact that God also
possesses these qualities and can communicate them to us.

This, we believe, is what God did in various ways, but ultimately he
did it through his Son. In some ways, earlier revelations of God were
propositions — statements about God and statements about his deeds.
Finally, God expressed himself within the environment of his own creation
in a personal way. Having communicated himself to us in many ways, at
last he came — himself!

The classic statement of this is in Hebrews 1: 1-2: “In many and
various ways God spoke of old to our fathers by the prophets; but in
these last days he has spoken to us by a Son, whom he appointed the
heir of all things, through whom also he created the world.”

Jesus was more than a prophet. God was in Christ reconciling the
world unto himself.
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• HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN

DIALING 230 230 J
BY J. W. LEWIS

Dialing 230230, which is the Royal
Adelaide Hospital, of course — calling
J. B. Baker, who is our full-time Chap­
lain there. He is not in the office, for
he is out on his regular round of visi­
tation, which takes in all of the 33 wards
in this 700-bed hospital. I am assured
that he will call me back as soon as
possible. The receptionist "pages” him
and shortly he phones me back.

“John, I called to let you know that
Mr. ----- was admitted to the R.A.H.
this morning.” "Yes,” is the chap­
lain’s reply, “I have been talking with
him and he seems quite comfortable —
he is being examined right now and
shortly we will have some definite infor­
mation about future treatment.”

I called him on another occasion, this
time a young lass had been admitted
following a very serious accident. Her
parents were very troubled — could not
get enough satisfactory information. “I’ll
keep in touch with you today and give
you any progress reports that come to
hand. Tell the parents to call me, or
see me when they come in to see the
girl.” They did, and have not ceased
offering praise and thanks for the help
given them and their daughter as she
faced the crisis.

J.B. called me one morning to tell
me of an elderly lady who had been a
patient for an extended period — no
church affiliation — she had come to
live in my district. She was lonely and
rather frustrated when I called that
afternoon. After the usual introduction
I told her about J.B.’s call and her face
lit up. “He has changed my life,” she
said, “he made me face up to myself
and to God. He brought me to realise
that I owed something to God and to
Jesus Christ. He used to talk to me
so helpfully, and he and I had com­
munion together in the ward.”

This was quite an experience for this
dear soul. I baptized her later. She was
ever grateful to J.B., and that through
him she has found a saving faith in Christ.
She did not live very long after that,
but was always very thankful for that
ministry whilst in hospital.

I had another call the other day, “Have

J. W. Lewis is minister at May­
lands, S.A.

you heard of Mrs. -----?” "No,” was
my reply. “She has been in R.A.H.
and was discharged this morning; her
husband is . . . She says she is con­
nected with the Churches of Christ.
They live at ...” I caUed that even­
ing — was well received — we talked
and finally unravelled some of the prob­
lems. They are now attending church
and I am sure they are finding happi­
ness in their life together, a happiness
that did not exist before her hospital­
isation and meeting our chaplain there.

A hospital chaplain's life is a very
full one indeed. His daily round in­
cludes ministry to about 600 Churches
of Christ patients in R.A.H. a year,
besides a ministry to the many others
who have no church affiliation. He con­
ducts a weekly communion service for
members of the staff each Friday morn­
ing at 6.15, and then continues through­
out the morning administrating the ord­
inance of the Lord’s Supper to patients.
His duties also include attendance at
a weekly clinical conference which is
attended by the Registrar, Ward Sis­
ters, Doctors and Almoner, whose task
it is to consider patients’ needs, home
environment, family relationships, and
other conditions which may be con­
tributing to the illness or hindering
recovery. His presence at these group
meetings is regarded as essential by
the rest of the group.

The reaction of the staff to’ J. B.
Baker’s presence is most favourable.
One Senior Sister recently volunteered
this remark: "The presence of Mr. Baker
as our Chaplain is as necessary as the
presence of a medico.” She declared
that he is received at R.A.H. as a man
to whom both patients and staff mem­
bers are able to go in any kind of
trouble and be sure to find, not only
a sympathetic ear, but also wise Chris­
tian counsel. She testified to her own
personal experience.

A trainee nurse said, “When I am on
duty in the ward it is most refresh­
ing to see Mr. Baker come in. The
Chaplain makes such a difference to the
patients, and we often find that other­
wise difficult patients are much easier
to handle when they have talked with
the chaplain,”

A patient said, “That man’s presence,
and the way he talks to us, makes this 

hospital life so much easier to endure.”
One man said, “I just dwell on his com­
ing to see me, not only because it helps
to pass the time, but when he has gone
you just feel that some kind of a load
has been lifted off you." An old man,
a very lonely character, remarked, “He
is a real man, you can talk to him
about anything, and he understands, but
he always makes you feel better because
he always somehow reminds. us that
there is something more to live for
after we get better.”

These remarks are just as they were
uttered, and are expressive of simple
appreciation of a Christian ministry,
and are significant in that this minis­
try does help in the creation of an
atmosphere which makes the ministry
of the medico so much more effective.

I called a doctor who is on the staff
of the R.A.H, and asked him if he would
care to comment on the work and pres­
ence of the chaplain. This was his
reply, “Yes, with the greatest of pleas­
ure. He is indispensable in this hos­
pital. Our chaplain, Mr. Baker, Is a
Christian gentleman, first and foremost.
His friendly, down to earth approach to
the patient immediately establishes a
relationship between the two which en­
ables the chaplain to discover troubles
which may be hindering the patient’s
recovery. He has a very important
place in the process of healing of more
and more of the patients who come
here. We must not forget that a man
is not only a physical being, but that
he is also a spiritual being. We can
assist, in many instances, the physical,
but our chaplain ministers to the spirit­
ual side of the patient’s make-up, and so
the process of healing is rounded off.
I have seen many instances of the ines­
timable value of a chaplain working
with us.”

J.B. has free access to all wards at
all times, and is on call at all times.
I have been visiting in the R.AK and
have heard him being "paged” to report
to “Sister ... in Ward ...” A patient
had been asking for him. He has
established a real place for the Chris­
tian ministry in the minds of many in
the medical and nursing professions.
He is being commended for his vital
concern for the welfare of the patients.

(continued on p. 4)
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--------- FACES AND PLACES

PROFILE NO. 55

MEET C. Eo WATSON
As we meet him briefly, we say fare­

well to him! He’s abroad just now,
but he is coming back, and we have
some fine hopes when he returns.

After a ministry life of keen con­
cern in the impact of the church on
the life of men and women in indus­
try, he now finds that doors are
open for him to really spend himself
in this concern.

For years he has been known in
Melbourne and Adelaide as his min­
istry in a local church has spilled
over into some nearby factory. At
Albert Park, the South Australian
Brush Company accepted him as its
Chaplain, and on his removal to
Nailsworth he continued to include the
Company in his parish.

On March 11, Cec. left Melbourne
en route for England, and will be
there domiciled at the Methodist
Industrial College at Luton. Later
he will transfer to the Anglican Tem­
ple College. These institutions are
training places for men concerned
with Industrial Chaplaincy. Luton is
the scene of the vast Vauxhall Motor
works, where 28,000 men are employed,
and a team of chaplains is engaged
in serving the employees of the Com­
pany.

Mr. Watson will join the team for
several weeks. Those engaged in this
work are paid for by the Industrial
Mission. After time spent at Vaux­
hall, he will then team up again and
go to the English works of the vast
Chrysler motors. I.C.I. employs one
full-time and four part-time Indus­
trial Chaplains, and again Cec. will
be on the inside looking on.

Possibly there is no better known
man in this part of Christian min­
istry than Rev. Bill Gowlan, who was
in Australia, about two years ago.
Mr. Watson will be under the dir­
ect supervision of Mr. Gowlan.
When the Rev. Bill was in Australia
he came into contact with Cec. Wat­
son and expressed himself as most
anxious that he should come to Eng­
land for this specialised training.

After his term in England he will
then go to West Germany, and there
for two weeks will study the “laity
training” among the factories.

The present movements among the
workers of West Germany are caus­
ing considerable interest around the
world. The French Worker Priests
have likewise caught attention. Obvi­
ously Continental concepts are differ­
ent, but worthwhile. To look at them
and use what may be translated into
the Australian situation is wise, and
good.

Mid-June will see Mr. Watson back
in Australia, and he will continue
his work with the Nailsworth church
until the end of this year. The
willingness of the Nailsworth brethren
for their minister to go, knowing

that he will sever from them, speaks
well for their understanding and con­
cern for a wider ministry. This
commendable spirit should not be
overlooked.

Commencing in early 1967, the Inter­
Church Trade and Industry Mission
(I.T.I.M.) will get under way in Adel­
aide, with Cecil Watson as full-time
Director. His "parish” will beB.A.L.M.
paints for four days each week, and
the rest of the days will be spent
in organisational and promotional
work. Already industry around Adel­
aide is showing a keen interest in the
prospects of this Mission. That other
men in settled churches will include
a nearby factory in their parish is
an encouraging and thrilling promise.

“The I.T.I.M. Story” is something
altogether new in our Australian life,
and should be a matter for prayerful
concern for all Christian people.

—E. P. C. Bollard.
“THE I.T.I.M. STORY.”

I.T.IM  was born in South Australia
in the year 1962, and was called into
being when the Baptist Church con­
vened a meeting of interested parties,
who met in the Church Hall, Flinders-
st., Adelaide, in May, 1962. It began
under the title, Inter-Church Trade
and Industry Committee, and began
the task of building a truly Inter­
Church body, which could effectively
witness and work in the rapidly devel­
oping Industrial complex in Sth. Aust.

The first Secretary was Rev. J. E.
Wallis, a Baptist minister. Present
at this inaugural meeting was Rev.
L. Styles, Director of I.T.I.M. Vic­
toria, and it was to him the baby
venture looked first for guidance and
direction.

Today, I.T.I.M. Committee of Man­
agement is a fine team of both min­
isters and lay representatives, . some
of whom have been with I.T.I.M.
since inception.

The matter of the appointment of
a Director-Chaplain was discussed in
relation to the full-time work, and a
target date for the commencement
of full-time operations was set for
January, 1967. The name of C. E.
Watson was submitted by the Execu­
tive Committee for this position of
Director-Chaplain Elect, and he was
appointed to this position by the
Committee of Management. Further
planning was to set up all necessary
organisation to enable this target
date to be met.

HOSPITAL CHAPLAIN
(continued from p. 3)

J.B. has recently been appointed the
Secretary to the 2nd National Clergy-
Doctor Conference, which is to be held
this year, and has been Secretary to the
South Australian Medico-Clerical Group
for the past two year's.

As a further means in establishing
this worthwhile relationship between the
medical and clerical professions, our
chaplain is called upon to give three
lectures to new nurses during their
P.T.S., and a further two lectures each
year to staff nurses at the R.A.H. These
lectures cover a wide area, in which
those in attendance are instructed in
the necessity of co-operation necessary
between staff and chaplain.

His concern also extends to the atti­
tude of ministers of religion who are
called on to visit patients. Therefore
he conducts a seminar each year, when
ministers of our State hear lectures
from leading doctors and surgeons, who
have given us some insights into the
best ways of helping patients in hos­
pital, and also some information about
treatment of various diseases, and lec­
tures on Medico-Cleric co-operation.

Doctors, nursing staff, fellow-ministers
who really know the work which is
done by J. B. Baker, commend him
for his meticulous attention to the
patients’ welfare, and for his ready help
to all ministers who are so often the
last to hear of a person’s illness.

John Baker does not claim to take
the place of the local minister in his
ministry but is there to assist and to
give continuous “on-the-spot” attention
to the patients’ needs. He is always
available to give understanding assur­
ance to friends and relatives and first­
hand information of a patient’s condi­
tion. Every person I have known to
be a patient in R.A.H. has met up with
J. B. Baker and has been tremendously
helped by his ministry and joins with
all who know him in commendation of
the work of a chaplain in the Royal
Adelaide Hospital.

KENYA'S MISSION HOSPITALS
FACE SEVERE FINANCIAL
DIFFICULTIES

(Nairobi, Kenya). Many of Kenya’s
Protestant mission hospitals face a des­
perate shortage of funds that threatens
them with the necessity to close their
doors, it was revealed at the annual
meeting of the Protestant Churches’
Medical Association.

The government’s Director of Medical
Services, Dr. J. c. Likimani, was told
that the hospitals had suffered a con­
siderable rise in costs in .recent years
with no hope of increased revenue and
their financial difficulties had now be­
come acute.

It now costs about £1,090,000 ($2.8
million) a year to run the 15 hospitals
affiliated with the association. It was
pointed out that during the past decade
the government had not increased its
grant to these hospitals and many local
authorities had delayed, reduced, or
withdrawn their grants.—E.P.S.
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R.C. MRRIAGE CHANGES

COMMENTATORS SAY NEW MIXED MARRIAGE REGULATIONS
REPRESENT MINIMAL STEP FORWARD

(Geneva). First press comments on the
decree “Matrimonii sacramentum,” pub­
lished last week by the Congregation
for the Doctrine of the Faith in Rome,
viewed the new regulations it establishes
for Roman Catholic mixed marriage
practice as disappointing.

“La Vie Protestante,” weekly news­
paper of the National Protestant Church
of Geneva, said: "The decree, by which
the Vatican has slightly retouched the
rules governing mixed marriages, remains
far behind the hopes which had been
wakened by recent statements of Roman
Catholic theologians.”

Though recognising that Pope Paul’s
statement “relaxes the rigor of tradi­
tional regulations to a fairly significant
extent, the “New York Times” notes
that “it does not depart from the fun­
damental conservative position that such
regulations are of prime importance.”
The “particularly obnoxious” pledge in
writing to real' the children of mixed
marriages as Catholics, observes their
editorial, has not been abolished.

In Germany, the “Frankfurter Allge-
meine Zeitung” wrote that “the door
has been opened for a greater number
of exceptions, and the punishment for
violations has been lightened,” but con­
cludes that “in all essentials the tra­
ditional canonical regulations have been
confirmed.”

New and positive is the retroactive
lifting of excommunication for all Catho­
lics who marry or have married before
someone other than a Catholic priest,
even though such marriages are still
considered invalid. “In the celebration
of mixed marriages,” says the decree,
“the canonical form must be observed
according to the norm of Canon 1,094.
This is required for the very validity
of the marriage.”

The paragraph on the education of
children also eases certain restrictions.
Though the Roman Catholic Church
continues to insist on Catholic baptism
and education for the offspring of mixed
marriages, responsibility for obedience 

will rest in the future exclusively on the
Catholic partner. The non-Catholic
partner is required only to promise
"openly and sincerely” not to "create
any obstacle to the fulfilment of that
duty.”

On this point, the text says: “Let the
local Ordinary or the pastor of the
Catholic party take care to inculcate in
grave terms the obligation to provide for
the Catholic baptism and Catholic edu­
cation of the offspring.

For the fulfilment of this obligation
a guarantee will be asked for by means
of an explicit promise on the part of
the Catholic spouse . . . The non­
Catholic party, with due delicacy, but
in clear terms must be informed of the
Catholic teaching regarding the dignity
of matrimony ... He or she must be
informed of the Catholic party’s grave
obligations to safeguard, preserve and
profess his faith and to have the off­
spring which will be born baptized and
educated in the faith. And so that his
obligation may be guaranteed, the non­
Catholic spouse should also be invited
to promise openly and sincerely that
he will not create any obstacle in the
fulfilment of that duty . . . Although
under ordinary conditions these prom­
ises must be made in writing, it is, how­
ever, within the power of the Ordinary
— either by means of rules of a general
character or in each individual case —
to establish that these promises of the
Catholic party and of the non-Catholic
party or of both be given in writing
or not . . .

“If . . . the non-Catholic party thinks
he may not formulate this promise
without violating his conscience the
Ordinary must refer the case with all
its particulars to the Holy See.”

This new provision has been received
critically, especially in the Netherlands.

The “Volkskrant” .writes that in the
Dutch situation it is “completely im­
possible” to apply to Rome for a dis­
pensation in every individual case. “The
real problems,” concludes the statement,
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Further information from the Secretary, Elm-rd.,
Glen Iris, Vic.

"which are caused by the Church's regu­
lations governing mixed marriages are
hardly touched in this decree — much
less solved.”

On the liturgical form of marriage,
the instruction says: “There must be
absolutely avoided any celebration in
the presence of a Catholic priest and
a non-Catholic minister in the simul­
taneous exercise of their respective rites.
However, it is not prohibited that, the
religious ceremony having ended, the
non-Catholic minister addresses some
words of good wishes and exhortation,
and that prayers may be recited in com­
mon with non-Cathollcs.”

The fact that the new regulations will
be finally incorporated into canon law
only after they prove viable in practice
gave the "Frankfurter Allgemeine” cause
to speculate that “the Pope apparently
does not view the decree as final.” It
is rather a sort of trial balloon, and
“the response it receives will have special
significance in this case.”—E.P.S.
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WRIGHT
THINKING

Depression or despondency is a common
cause of personal disorganisation and
suffering. “Sometimes I’m up, sometimes
I’m down, Oh, yes, Lord!” So runs the
old Negro spiritual. It is a song many
of us could sing, for we are often at
the mercy of our moods.

This is a matter we must take seri­
ously, because unless we tackle these
moods of depression, they may come
with greater frequency and make us im­
possible to live and work with. The
peace of many a home has been com­
pletely destroyed by the constant moodi­
ness of one of its members. And what is
more, it is during these times of flatness
and depression that the cruder tempta­
tions get their great opportunity. A person
feeling utterly down and out is apt to
snatch at things like sex and drink
which at least promise a little excite­
ment. Well then, how can we deal with
our moods of depression?

For one thing we can try to keep it
to ourselves. There is no need to adver­
tise it, moaning to others and depressing
everyone we meet. Mr. Brown comes
home one evening from business and
takes off his coat with a deep sigh. His
face is gloomy. He brushes the children
off who come to meet him, greets his
wife with a colourless "hello,” and takes
his place at the table with a creased
brow and lustreless eye. The corners
of his mouth sag, his shoulders sag,
his coat sags, everything about him sags.

After dinner he slumps into a chair
nursing his misery. His wife is solicitous,
but he only walks further into his fog
of depression. She follows him, hoping
to bring him out, but he shakes her
off in the spirit which says, “Oh, never
mind me.” At last she gives up and
with downcast eyes leaves him. Then
he feels a grim content. He has scored.
He has made someone else miserable.

We ought to keep our depression to
ourselves. It was said of Robert Louis
Stevenson that, ill though he often was,
he never allowed even the smell of a
medicine bottle to get into his writings.

For another thing, try to control all
physical or outward expression of your
mood. William James taught that the
physical expression of an emotion deep­
ens and reinforces it, while the refusal
of physical expression diminishes and
may at last extinguish it.

This is true also of a low mood. If
an angry man scowls, clenches his fists
and starts to bellow, he grows angrier
still. If he physically relaxes, slackens
his muscular tension and keeps still, his
anger cools. If a depressed man slumps,
lets his body sag, pulls a long face
and croons like a bilious pigeon, his
low mood gets lower still. If he spruces
up, walks as though he felt better than
he does, speaks more cheerfully than
his mood warrants, and especially if he
thinks of others and tries to save the
6
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day for them, his own depression may
be lifted.

I read of a boy representing his
school in a public-speaking contest
Desperately he wanted to win, but tne
prize went to a rival. Broken-hearted,
he was trying to creep away from tne
hall unnoticed, w'hen one of the^ oldei
masters noticed him and followed. Son.„
he went on, "I want to see you smile.
And the boy forced a smile. “Son,” he
went on, “I want to see your shoulders
back.” And the boy squared his should­
ers. "Son, chin up!” he continued. And
when the boy’s chin went up, he said,
“Well, that’s better, now you can go
home.” And we can be sure that
though the boy went home disappointed
he was not now the complete victim
of his disappointment.

Thirdly: Whether you feel like it or
not, keep on doing what you know is
God’s will and purpose for you. Remem­
ber that some tasks are so important
they must be gone through with whether
we feel like it or not. Strong person­
alities commonly solve the problem of
despondency, not by eliminating, but
by side-tracking it. They have a task

on hand, a purpose to fulfil, and to that
whether or not they feel dejected, the
main trunk-line of their lives belongs.

Many people are “fed-up” with living,
not because they have been badly bat­
tered by it, but because they have never
given themselves to any task or purpose
so great, that no matter how they
chance to feel, it must be got on with.

The great souls have gone through
hells of depression in loyalty to chosen
aims — like John Bunyan in Bedford
gaol, beside himself with grief for his wife
and poor children, especially his blind
child, but knowing he must go on with
his task — or, like Jesus Christ, sweating
blood in Gethsemane, but nevertheless
accepting a task that, whether or no,
must be carried through, “who for the
joy that was set before him endured
the Cross.”

Finally, when the dark mood is on,
remember God. Whether you feel like
it or not, make yourself fall to your
knees, make yourself go to church, make
yourself pray. Remember God is there,
even though you may not feel him to be.

BLAKE OPPOSED
“Die Kerkbode,” official journal of the

Dutch Reformed Church in South Africa,
has sharply criticised the election of Dr.
Eugene Carson Blake as General Sec­
retary of the World Council of Chur­
ches. The magazine found cause for
"apprehension” in Dr. Blake’s strong
positions on racial equality and Chris­
tian unity.—E.P.S.

- A [PLAYER
"Lord, thou knowest better than I know myself that 1

am growing older and will some day be old.

Keep me from getting talkative, and particularly from the
fatal habit of thinking I must say something on every subject
on every occasion.

Release me from craving to try to straighten out every­
body s affairs.

Keep my mind free from the recital of endless details —
give me wings to get to the point.

I ask for grace enough to listen to the tales of other's
pains. Help me to endure them with patience.

But seal my lips on my own aches and pains, they are
increasing, an my ove of rehearsing them is becoming sweeter
as the years go by.

ble JaetaClhmaythbee occasi°"a”y * “ P’^-

some^hZ Irrs^hard^live wiJh ""bS"! *°
is one of the crowning wo?ks of the D^| S°Ur °

bossyMaWith1myhvaUsthstEre of* m°?dy' helPful' but not

use it all — but thou knowest Lord°Th I .Seems 3 f’*7
at the end. Amen ' L d' hat 1 want a few fr,ends
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- SA AND N.S.W. NEWS -
CRUCIAL ENCOUNTER

(Whyalla, S.A.). The minister, D. M.
Hughes, concluded a series of sermons
on “The Crucial Encounter” . . . c.W.F.
conducted a social afternoon, where Mrs.
Flavel gave an outline of work done over
the previous year, and suggested aims
for coming year. At C.W.F. annual
meeting, Mrs. D. M. Hughes was elected
pres., Mrs. Lawrence, sec., and Mrs. W.
Tregloan, treas. . . . Five members at­
tended Northern Dist. Conf. . . . Five
members are preparing for group lead­
ership with the Church and Life Move­
ment . . . There was a good attendance
at the Good Friday communion service.
. . . Several car loads travelled to Lucky
Bay for church picnic on Easter Monday.

ENROLMENT SERVICE
(Cowandilla, S.A.). An inspiring enrol­

ment service was held on April 3. Both
the officers and boys were required to
make their vows . . . Harry Jones pre­
sided over the business meeting on March
28, with 45 present. The Board consists
of the minister, E. L. Ots; elders, K. G.
Dawson and R. S. A. McLean; sec., N. G.

O WOMEN'S CAMP - S.A.

McLean; treas., G. Pearson, and C. Sim­
ons, C. Bowers, L. R. Hall, R. Chlvell,
and A. J. Valladares.

HARVEST GIFTS
(Balaklava, S.A.). The fine display

of goods for Harvest Thanksgiving were
later taken to local hospital and St.
George’s Christian Rest Home ... a
number of members attended Northern
Dist. Conf, at Pt. Pirie, and were inspired
by thought-provoking messages from Dr.
Bowes, of College of Bible, Glen Iris,
and helpful discussions . . . The young
folk from past girls’ and boys’ clubs have
this year affiliated with State J.C.E.
Their leaders are Mrs. Joyce Sheppard,
and Neville Smith and Colin Jones. The
J.C.E. had an enjoyable evening in Adel­
aide at the bowls ... At the annual
meeting, R. Webb and D. Cottle were
added to Officers’ Board, and Reg. Shep­
pard as elder ... A special offering was
received on April 3 for Wheat for India.
. . . At a fellowship service on April 3
Brian Webb was assured of prayers and
best wishes on going into National Ser­
vice training for two years . . . Colin
Smith is minister.

W M W MEN

N.S.W. PRAYER LIST
Let us give thanks to God — for his

direction and blessing in the on-going
task among the churches, and in the
power of the gospel — in N.S.W. — in
all the States of our Commonwealth,
and in our spheres of missionary activity
overseas. And let us continue in prayer,
on behalf of:

1. Charles Cole, newly elected Presi­
dent of Conference in N.S.W., and Mrs.
C. J. Mackenzie, newly elected Presi­
dent of the State C.W.F.

2. Home Mission activity in N.S.W.,
especially with the church at Engadine
in these days of the erection of their
building, and preparations for a forward
thrust.

3. New Committee members elected at
the recent N.S.W. Annual Conference,
for their devoted dedication to Christ
and the brotherhood.

4. Auburn church, N.S.W., in planning
and preparation for the mission with
the Adams Evangelistic Party, commenc­
ing April 17.

5. Aborigines Missions, in W_A. and
Vic., and especially at Balladoran, N.S.W.,
that encouragement may be given to
the natives of this area.

6. Overseas Missions, and in particular
David and Mrs. Eagling and family, as
they return to their work at the Bible
College, Banmatmat, Pentecost, New Heb­
rides, that God will strengthen their
hands in their teaching ministry.

There were 55 women in camp at
Longwood, conducted by the Committee
of Christian Education on March • 4-6.
The theme was “Tire Pace of a Hen.”
This enigmatical title was chosen delib­
erately to promote interest. It is part
of a, quotation by St. Theresa of Avilla,
in which she illustrates the similarity
between a hen, who pecks a little here,
scratches a little there, looks after her
chicks ... all the while carrying on
her function and purpose in the world
. . . and a woman, whose “pace” at any
given time in her life depends so much
upon her freedom (or lack of freedom)
from household cares, the age of her
children, and so on.

Bible studies were taken from 1 Cor­
inthians, chapters 12, 13 and 14, and
were most helpful. Devotional sessions
were taken by Mesdames Eagles, Fitz-

CONFERENCE PROCEDURE
(N.S.W.). Ihis year the N.S.W. Confer­

ence Executive made a point of limit­
ing to a minimum the time allowed
Departmental and Committee represen­
tatives in presenting their reports to
Conference. Prior to this year’s Con­
ference, the various brotherhood Depart­
ments were circularised with this matter
in mind, to the great benefit of the
Conference as a whole. The Conference
time-keeper did his work graciously,
but firmly — and the result: Less time
was wasted, the reports were introduced
to the delegates with refreshing brevity
and conciseness, but also with an em­
phasis on the essentials. There was a
much more informed debate on vital
issues on the floor of Conference. This
was really good. We must keep it up
and maintain the standard.

gerald, Mathieson and Morrow, and
were, as usual, a highlight of the camp.

A Panel on Christian Unity (with
Miss D. Wood and R. Sercombe), a dis­
cussion on “The Church in Ferment,”
and a session on the Church and Life
Movement (led by M. A. Coombs) led
us to look at the church as a whole
rather than aspects of women’s groups
only, and for this reason we feel that
the findings of the plenary session held
on Sunday afternoon have great value.

It was felt that there is an urgent
need for the .local church to take stock
of its organisations and programme, that-
it may more effectively meet the needs
of today’s world, and also that it was
surely possible that Youth Work could
largely be programmed on an interde­
nominational level — each denomination
responsible for one facet of Youth Work
within an area.—P. Crosby, Camp Leader.

N.S.W. MINISTERS' WIVES
On April 1, members of the N.S.W.

Ministers’ Wives’ Association gathered in
the home of Mrs. A. W. Stephenson, at
the College at Woolwich, for the annual
meeting connected with the Conference.

Mrs. Harold Long brought devotional
thoughts and it was also a privilege to
share with Miss Win. Walker, of Dhond,
India, and also with Mrs. L. E. Wylie,
of Gardiner, Vic., who spoke on some
of her interesting experiences in U.SA.
on her way to the World Convention
at Puerto Rico.

The officers of the Association for the
ensuing year were elected as follows:
pres., Mrs. J. P. Henderson; sec., Mrs.
M. J. Bedwell.

Mrs. R. Elbourne added to the enjoy­
ment of the day with her contribution
of musical items.

REMEMBERED
Mrs. Train, widow of a former South

Aust, minister is now residing in Berri.
She is aged 95. The minister, H. Green­
wood, pays her regular visits and. al­
though too deaf to attend the church
sei-vices, she is keenly interested in the
work of the church.
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THE "CHRISTIAN" GOES

TO . . .

Sometimes a regional conference comes
up with something really worthwhile,
even though the planners little realise
how good it is going to be.

The Conference of churches from Bor­
dertown to Mt. Gambier put the spot­
light on some aspects of church life
which gave free expression to some of
the brethren. Headed up, “Aspects of
Church Life,” representative officers of
churches had a good look at their tasks
and invited anyone else to look with
them. Some excellent things were said
and discussed.

Don Oakes, minister at Bordertown,
looked at the ministry and suggested that
it is a positive and a puzzling thing, for
so often the minister is puzzled to know
what is expected of him! He stressed
that a minister in a community is the
cynosure of all eyes and there his be­
haviour and attitudes are never free
from observations. And in a real way
as goes he, so goes the church.

He wanted to know what the church
really wants him to do, for so many
conflicting ideas as to what ministry
is are abroad in the churches.

Edward Milne, of Adelaide, an elder of
high repute, looked at the eldership
and suggests that an elder has three
areas of ministry. These are to him­
self; he must seek personal relationships
with the membership as often as pos­
sible; and understand that his eldership
has a community focus where his activi­
ties still demand that he is an elder of
the church.

W. N. Davie, Naracoorte, talked about
deacons. He wisely decried the idea
of making men deacons to "give them
something to do,” to “keep the Board
up to strength” and kindred spurious
reasons for electing deacons in the
church. If deacons are not selected
spiritually and scripturally then the
diaconate is reduced to the farce level.

N. J. Pederson, Secretary at Mt. Gam­
bier, talked about church secretaries. A
secretary must be a deacon, but strictly
at the “service level.” The qualifications
for a deacon are surely the qualifications
for a secretary. The secretary should
seek to interpret the Board’s decisions, to
be a liaison between local church and
State Conference, and to be as much of
a right hand as possible to the minister.
He listed the duties of a church secre­
tary in a smaller local church, and pos­
sibly scared men for all time from the
task of secretaryship! Throughout his
emphasis upon serving the church was
well stated.

Dean Dinning, treasurer of the Wam-
poony church, gave the qualifications of
the ideal treasurer. Some words might
be re-stated here. Honesty, willingness,
humility, able to keep confidences, a
knowledge of book-keeping, promptness
in handling the Lord’s money, a sound
knowledge of brotherhood needs, and one
who can keep his own affairs in order.
Dean suggested that all monies should
pass through the church treasurer’s
records.

President of the Conference was Cliff.
A. Manning, of Bordertown, and his suc­
cessor is T. W. S. Paternoster, of Mt.
Gambier.

Decisions made included Conference
every second year, and that from here
on the Conference will be a delegate one,
although all members may share in the
discussions.

From the reports we see that two
church buildings have been built, or
being built — Bordertown and Nara­
coorte; two young men have entered
Glen Iris for the ministry; two young
women have enlisted in missionary ser­
vice; two ministers have left the Con­
ference — E. O. Stevens and R. R.
Brand; and two new ones — A. G.
Leane and G. T. Lawrie, have replaced

them. State Conference year book
records 27 won to Christ through the
year.

Guest preacher for the Conference
was E. P. C. Hollard, who spoke on the
“World Convention,” and shared his
world tour, and spoke among the chur­
ches throughout the Sunday.

Church and Life Movement received
a short word from W. Ed. Fisher. The
churches around Bordertown are inter­
ested in this programme, and meetings
for leaders are being held regularly.

Attendances were large, catering up to
the usual high standard, and the fel­
lowship as rich as ever. This was a
regional conference which had some
fine ingredients in it.

CONDITIONS FOR
INFANT BAPTISM

(Copenhagen). A stand taken in recent
months by a rural pastor has raised
the question whether a clergyman of
Denmark’s national Lutheran Church
can deny baptism to infants whose par­
ents will not promise to go to church
afterwards.

Setting off the discussion was the rule
laid down last November by the Rev.
Ludvig Husum of Sebbar (Vesthimmer-
land) that parents who want their
children baptized must agree to attend
services about 12 times a year.

When his stand first precipitated a
public debate, Pastor Husum, noting
that he was accused of taking an action
not authorised in the Church of Den­
mark, said he would resign. Later, he
changed his mind and decided to per­
sist to a shown down on the question.
—E.P.S.
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o OVERSEAS MISSIONS 

IMPRESSIONS OF NEW GUINEA
BY Miss HELEN JACOBS

I couldn’t help comparing the first
day of school here with school at home.
At 7.30 a.m. we beat the drum, and
then at 7.45 a.m. beat the drum again
to hurry them along to school. Then
the children came to school wearing Just
shorts, or a skirt, and carrying their
“lunch tins” (a roasted yam or piece of
saksak in a leaf).

It is rather frustrating to speak to
a class of Preparatory children and
have them look blankly at you because
they don’t understand English. For the
first few days I was very glad to have
my Class 2 interpret for me. I am
glad to say I think they have learnt
a little in four weeks.

When we began school the framework
of my room had been erected, and the
villagers promised to put the roof on
when school started. I taught in the
study for two days, and nothing was
done, so we said, "No school until the
room’s finished.” We had three days’
holiday, and in three days the school
was completed.

I did not know there were so many
mosquitoes in one place. Snakes, too,
are numerous. Recently one crawled
up the outside of the kitchen window.
I have seen one crocodile. One of the
children brought it to school. It was
twelve inches long, so we had a very
interesting nature study lesson.

I have enjoyed meeting the Christians
here. It is encouraging to see them
taking part and leading in various ways.
Of course there are problems when peo­
ple who are supposed to preside go to
Giri to play kick-ball.

(Miss Helen Jacobs, from Mt. Com­
pass, South Australia, is serving as a
voluntary worker in New Guinea.)

Visa, a school girl who has almost
finished the discipleship course, told
Aileen Draney the other night that
she is quite sure she wants to follow
Christ, so that is encouraging. I didn’t
realise before how hard it is for these
people to distinguish between spiritual
and material well-being. They are all
very impressed by the witness of John
Taby, from the New Hebrides, who
visited the mission recently.

It’s hard to realise how difficult it
is for Christians to grow when they
cannot read. We must pray that they
can retain what they have heard in
church and at prayer meetings.

VIEW ON VIETNAM
Father Daniel Berrigan, the U.S. Jesuit

priest who was sent to South America
for three months in what some called
an attempt to silence his questioning
of American policy in Vietnam, stated
on his return to New York that he is
now permitted to speak, write and act
freely on issues related to the peace
movement. He also said at a press
conference that his views on the Viet­
nam conflict coincided almost exactly
with those expressed by the World Coun­
cil of Churches’ Central Committee in
February.—E.P.S.

SEVENTH DAY GIVING
Per-capita giving by Seventh Day

Adventists in the U.S. last year set the
record figure of $310.35. It was the first
time their annual giving exceeded the
$300 mark, and amounted to a gain of
$30 over 1964. The 350,000-member
church now has the highest per-capita
giving ratio of any American denom­
ination with more than 100,000 members.
—E.P.S.
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QUESTING

WITH

A. E. WHITE

What do you think of the “gadget”
talk?

Being an enthusiastic gadgeteer from
way back, you would hardly expect me
to disapprove. I have one gadget which
I’ve carted around to about thirty Sun­
day School anniversaries.

However, most of us anniversary talk­
ers realise that the value of the gadget
is more in the realm of entertainment
than in inspiration and motivation.

The speaker at a children’s anniver­
sary is faced with a congregation wdth
an age span from about five weeks to
82 years. Even if he ignores completely
all those over 15, he is faced with a task
which, according to the educational psy­
chologists, is impossible. It is beyond
our capacity to meet the vocabulary,
psychological and spiritual needs of such
a disparate group. They may look like
one group, but they are, In fact, several
groups, with the older ones slightly em­
barrassed at being on the platform with
the kids, and the littlest ones indiffer­
ent to anything but their own lovely
world of colour and movement.

In addition, there is usually a noise
background from babies and toddlers
that reaches a few decibels above the
level of comfort.

I am not suggesting that such meet­
ings have no value. They do have a
church family value, and their enduring
popularity indicates a contact oppor­
tunity it would be foolish to ignore.
But it is important not to overrate the
contribution the speaker is able to make.
He can, in a general way, give support
to the consecrated teaching by the S.S.
teachers. What he can’t do is to act
as though the laws of God which gov­
ern the education of children can be
suspended for the afternoon.

It is not limiting the influence of the
Holy Spirit to say that any appeal for
decisions at such a time is out of place.
IL the appeal is associated with the
gadget or gimmick it can be definitely
dangerous. One speaker held, up a shil­
ling and asked if anyone would like it.
Suspicious, no one responded.

The speaker said that it was just as
hard to give the good news of Christ.
It was free, but people would not take
it. When he offered the shilling again
one child came out and, to her sur­
prise, was given the coin. The speaker
said that young people could receive
Christ just as easily as the child re­
ceived the money. Then he invited
decisions. I think about 14 responded.
They were awfully disappointed when
they didn't get any money!

If we do this kind of thing it is no
wonder that we lose many young peo­
ple as soon as they are able to think.
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EXCITING

DEVELOPMENTS

AT

ESPERANCE

W.A. Elsie and Les. Walker in front of
the implement shed, which is pro­
viding their temporary home on

their Esperance block.
Mr. and Mrs. Les. Walker, whose pic­

ture is on this page, are pioneers in
several ways. They are new settlers in
the Esperance Land Development scheme
— a vast undertaking covering hundreds
of miles of land in the middle south
of Western Australia,

With the aid of outsize earth-moving
machinery, scrub is being cleared
and land levelled. The area is divided
into farm blocks, and fertiliser and
trace elements introduced. Mr. and
Mrs. Walker have a farm about 23 miles
out of Esperance. Folk say you can
travel for a hundred miles in the same
direction and find similar development
in progress. Their block is of 2,200 acres,
of which 309 acres are already prepared
for pasture.

Finance is provided by the Develop­
ment scheme to erect a large implement
shed and to fence the area into conveni­
ently sized paddocks. The Walkers have
divided their shed, and are busy mak­
ing a comfortable home in one end of
it, to tide them over the pioneering years
until they can build a house to their
liking. The scheme provides financial
assistance to the settlers during the devel­
opmental years, and repayment begins
when the farms produce an income.
Naturally the number of applicants for
the farms is many times greater than
the blocks available.

Our particular interest with Mr. and
Mrs. Walker is that they are pioneers
also in a second sense. They are an
Aboriginal couple, the very first of their
people to share in such a Land scheme.
Some Aboriginal folk do own land, of
course, and have been running small
farms for years.

It would be interesting to know, how­
ever, if there are other Aboriginal folk
engaged in propositions of such magni­
tude as this. Mrs. Walker was Elsie
Jones, a member of our Carnarvon Mis­
sion family from her earliest years. Les.
Walker is from Cundeelee Mission (off
the Transcontinental line from Zanthus),
and represents a cultural span from the
primitive nomad to the trained farmer
in one generation.

Both Les. and Elsie were students at
the Wongutha Training Farm, near
Esperance, though at different times.
With the practical training and spiritual
teaching they have received over the
years, they make a fine husband and
wife team, well suited to the exciting
experiment of Esperance. They are
very much aware of the help they have
received from Mission and Government
friends, and are cheerfully determined
to make good.

There are tremendous possibilities in
this venture.

TO AID YOUTH CENTRE
(Croydon, S.A.). The proceeds of a

concert given by the "Cavalcaders” was
for Improvements at the Youth Activi­
ties Centre . . . Produce displayed at
the Harvest Thanksgiving services were
given to the Christian Rest Home and
Colebrook Home . . . W. N. Bartlett
is conducting a Teaching Mission at
Ungarra . . . Visiting speakers have
been Miss Howden, missionary to New
Guinea, and Rex Hollard.

STEWARDSHIP PROGRAMME
(Harlaxton, Qld.). Church has accep­

ted challenge of Stewardship Campaign.
• . . Visits of missionaries, Mrs. R. Com­
bridge and Miss W. Walker, was appre­
ciated. Church shared in missionary
rally at Toowoomba . . . Ladies’ Fel­
lowship on March 26 netted £30 for
Manse Fund . . . Church regrets the
passing of Will McPhail, on March 23.
. . . Film, "Living Word in Japan” ap-
10

preciated . . . Church annual business
meeting on March 30 elected: elders,
H. Lowe, H. Scholl, H. Large; deacons,
L. Male, H. Christensen, D. Lowe, C.
Noble, R. Smart, K. Reed; sec., H. Chris­
tensen; treas., H. Scholl.

BROADCAST SERVICE
(Grote-st., S.A.). The morning service

on April 3 was broadcast over 5KA, with
Miss Margaret Trevaskis, as soloist, as­
sisting the choir ... At night a young
woman made her decision at a special
choral service, with Youth Choir in at­
tendance. The cricket team paraded
after winning premiership of their grade
and all attending an after-church fel­
lowship in Kinder Hall . . . W. Watson,
choirmaster, is progressing in hospital
after surgical treatment ... At a recent
missionary meeting at the home of Mr.
and Mrs. R. Howard, with Mr. Smoker
as guest speaker, on work among Abor­
igines, the offering was $18.30 for mis­
sions.
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EXTENSIONS AT FREMANTLE
(W.A.). At the annual business meet­

ing, plans for extensions to the Mem­
orial Hall, at an estimated cost of
$16,466, were presented and approved.
. . . Newly-elected members of the
Board of Officers are: W. Robartson,
elder; G. Ladner, J. Sonsee, D. Plenty,
F. Hackwell, deacons; B. Goddard, B.S.
supt.; and Sisters L. Ladner and J.
Sonsee, deaconesses . . . F. Rees has
been invited to continue his ministry
here for a further three years as from
Sept., 1967. Over 70 persons have been
received into membership during the
first 18 months of Mr. Rees’ ministry.
On April 3, two more young men made
the good confession . . . On March 27,
on the eve of their transfer to the church
at Applecross, presentations were made
by the B.S. and church to Mr. and Mrs.
Peter Hughes, in appreciation of ser­
vices and fellowship. Peter has served
as a deacon and “A.C.” agent and re­
porter for several years, and his service
in the Bible School has been as a
teacher and secretary.

TEACHERS' DEDICATION
(Berri, S.A.). Teachers of the Berri -

Winkle Bible Schools joined together for
a dedication service on April 3. On the
previous day the annual picnic for the
schools was held at the camp site at
Barmera — an enjoyable time was had
by all who attended. H. Greenwood and
Bill Campbell attended the Administra­
tion Camp at Longwood . . . The church
enjoyed the visit of Miss D. Howden,
missionary from New Guinea, the mem­
bers of the Girls’ Brigade also attended
the meeting. The enrolment of mem­
bers in G.B. and Cadets is now around
45 . . . C.M.S. held their first meeting
for the year, when Mr. Reg. Curren,
M.P., was the speaker . . . Mr. and Mrs.
Norris, and Alan Norris, were present
on March 27.

CHANGE AT HURSTBRIDGE
(Vic.) B. Goldsteen, who has been

serving as interim minister at Hurst­
bridge, resigned as from March 6, and
H. Pietzsch was appointed to that posi­
tion as from March 27. Mi-, and Mrs.
Pietzsch and family, formerly of Maid­
stone, were received into membership.

NATIONAL DIARY
APRIL:

SOUTH AUSTRALIA
25 —Youth Workers’ Conference.
29-30—Teen and Twenty Mission, Town Hall.

NEW SOUTH WALES
17 —Mission commences at Auburn.
23 & 30—N.S.W. Squash Championships —

sponsored by Dept, of Christian
Educ.

VICTORIA
19 —Depart of Christian Educ. •— Adult

Workers’ Seminar commences (4
weekly sessions).

21—Depart, of Christian Educ. Leaders’
Course (Basic) commences (4
weekly sessions).

21 —Explorer Assistant Leaders’ Course
commences (4 weekly sessions).

23-25—C.Y.F. Group Tramp.
QUEENSLAND

18 —Citizenship Protest on Teenage Drink-
nn ing. City Hall, Brisbane.
22-25 —Men’s Camp, Caloundra.
25-28—Ministers’ Conference, Caloundra.
April 28 - May 1—Queensland Conference.
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[Protek ®n Vletoaim
(Melb.). The Victorian-Tasmanian Con­

ference registered its strong opposition
to the involvement of Australia with the
war in Vietnam and urged the with­
drawal of all of our forces.

The Conference also offered its sup­
port for a public demonstration of pro­
test. This demonstration will take the
form of an advertisement in the national

CHURCH AND LIFE MOVEMENT
Registrations of Victorian churches for

the Church and Life Movement is 44
(April 7). This is one in three of all
churches. On a proportionate basis this
is the highest of any denomination.

There is still time for churches who
have not enrolled to do so, before the
group training commences in earnest.
For enquiries contact the Department of
Christian Education (32 - 2449) or the
Victorian Council of Churches office
(63 - 2736).

BRUCE ROCK TO CANBERRA
(W.A.) Murray Arnold, son of Mr. and

Mrs. L. C. Arnold, of Bruce Rock, re­
cently won a trip to Canberra in the
State-wide Junior Farmers' public speak­
ing contest. While in Canberra he will
take part in the Aust, finals of this
competition. Murray has taken an active
part in church activities ... An Easter
camp for Y.C.F. was held at Bullfinch,
22 miles from Southern Cross. Youth
from as far as Kalgoorlie attended . . .
The combined Good Friday service was
held in our chapel.

CHURCH OF SOUTH INDIA
(Kerala). A commission appointed to

look into a threatened breakaway by
“backward class” Christians' in Madhya
Kerala diocese of the Church of South
India is interviewing people of all shades
of opinion, visiting places in the dio­
cese where there has been trouble, and
trying to assess the seriousness of the
situation.

The Archbishop of Canterbury, Dr.
Michael Ramsay, has written to the
Indian leader of the breakaway group,
urging all parties to co-operate fully
with the commission. “I hope and pray
that through its work there may be a
real reconciliation, and that all those
concerned may be enabled to work to­
gether with love and care for one an­
other within the Church of South India,”
wrote Dr. Ramsay.

The group anticipates submitting a
report on its findings sometime in April,
according to Geoffrey Paul, member of
the commission.

The difficulties have grown out of
long-standing tensions between ’back­
ward class” Christians and those of
Syrian origin, who occupy many of the
positions of influence and authority in
the diocese, , . . .Tensions have been exacerbated by
efforts to set up an independent
Anglican church in the diocese.

Information received in London from
South India by the Church Missionary
Society indicates that the! numbersof
schismatic congregations and believers
are fairly small.—E.P.S.

daily paper, "The Australian.”
Forms have been sent to the churches

to give members the opportunity of en­
dorsing the resolution if they desire to
do so. This form, together with dona­
tions to meet the cost of the advertise­
ment, are required to be returned to
the Dept, of Social Service, 217 Lons-
dale-st., Melbourne.

FOOLS' NIGHT
(Ascot Park, S.A.). The young people

had a Fools’ Night on April 1, with each
person wearing a humourous dress. The
programme included a menu, each
“course” had several items to order
from under names which gave very little
clue as to what they were ordering.
During the evening they visited four or
five homes, where parts of the menu
were served. Devotions were held in
one of the homes . . . C. G. Dredge, the
minister, is making contact with a num­
ber of young folk from the district . . .
On April 3, Mrs. Wheeler and her sis­
ter, Miss Christine Fix, made decisions.
. . . Mi-. Minter has celebrated his 84th
birthday.

FOOD FOR INDIA
(Bentleigh, Vic.). At a special offering,

$463.52 was donated for Food for India.
. . . On March 26, 90 members shared
in a wonderful time of fellowship at tea.

TEACHERS' DEDICATION
(Morowa, W-A.). A S.S. teachers’

dedication service on March 27, was
conducted by the minister, A. J. Ander­
son. Ihere are now 13 teachers in the
Sunday School, including two who were
previously pupils. Several members, in­
cluding the minister, have returned from
State Conference. Mr. Anderson spoke
at Dalwallinu, en route.

ANTI-CHURCH CAMPAIGN
(London). Among the supporters of the

Smith regime in Rhodesia, a growing cam­
paign is being waged against the chur­
ches, according to Amnesty International,
an organisation which works for the
release of political prisoners in all parts
of the world.

In a report distributed to all Com­
monwealth heads of government, the
organisation — whose own team mem­
bers were expelled from Rhodesia one
by one— charged that "supporters of
the Rhodesia Front . . . talked endlessly
of Christian civilisation while defying
their bishops and denigrating their
churches.”

It cited such incidents as the burning
of Bibles, the destruction of the chapel
of an African school, refusal to let pas­
tors visit detainees in three concentra­
tion camps, and deportation actions or
threats against well-known churchmen
of foreign nationality.

Amnesty International said there are
now 1,100 Africans in prisons or con­
centration camps without charge or trial.
It explained that the government’s antag­
onism towards the churches is partly due
to the efforts of the clergy and relief
workers to help families of these prisoners.
—E.P.S.

WHEAT APPEAL
(Blackburn, Vic.). $400 has been raised

towards the Wheat for India Appeal...
Sympathy of church extended to Mrs.
L. Phillips at the passing of her hus­
band . . . Annual business meeting on
March 23 elected to office: sec., D. Nel­
son; assist, sec., G. Gilmour, treas., J.
McCann; deaconesses, Mrs. Miles and
Mrs. Joyce; deacons, E. Addicott, A.
Graham, N. King, A. Overton, G. Scam-
bler and M. Wakefield. E. Baxter was
reappointed an elder for a further term.
. . . Members of C.Y.F. took part at
gospel service on March 27 . . . "A"
grade tennis team won the Eastern Dlst.
premiership for second season in suc­
cession.

CHURCH IS 93
(North Fitzroy, Vic.). 93rd church

anniversary was held on March 20. Many
past members joined in services of in­
spiration and fellowship. Speakers were
E. Roffey (Ivanhoe), Brigadier Rothwell
(Salvation Army Social Service), C. Dow
(Coburg). Items were by Mrs. Jean
Dow, soloiste, and an instrumentalist
from Preston Salvation Army . . .Carl
Turtman, student from C.O.B., began
as assistant minister in March . . .
Y.P. enjoyed weekend camp at Marys­
ville.

Churches of Christ BIBLE
COLLEGE in New South Wales
Established in 1942 to train men and

women for the Master’s service at home
and abroad.

Regular support in prayer and gifts
is sought.

A. W. Stephenson, M.A., Principal,
57 The Point-rd., Woolwich, N.S.W.

H. C. Wheat, secretary,
1 Parmal-ave., Padstow, N.S.W.

E. F. Morris, Treasurer,
31 Collins-rd., St. Ives, N.S.W.

INSURANCE
FOR

RESPONSIBLE
PEOPLE

VAR
INSURE

TOTAL ABSTAINERS
ONLY

MELBOURNE 63 1661. BRISBANE 2 6605.
PERTH 21 6291. SYDNEY 8 1 8388.

NEWCASTLE 2 4655. ADELAIDE 8 6564.
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C. E. Bowser.

wew soma warns
81st CONFERENCE

BY J. COOKE, B.A.

Chas. Cole.
The 81st Conference of the Churches

of Christ in N.S.W. has concluded. It
would not be quite true to say, “The
tumult and the shouting dies,” but to
use his own phrase, “the man who knew
all the answers.” C. E. Bowser,' Con­
ference President, 1965, has returned to
the “obscurity from whence he came,”
and the man with the answers for
1966 is Charles Cole. Committees have
been re-elected, while the brotherhood
has a new awareness of the great re­
sponsibilities facing those who have
come into office.

PRESIDENT’S RECEPTION.
Conference this year commenced with

the President’s Reception and Tea, at
which C. E. Bowser outlined what he
had been able to do in his year of
office, and in which he made the state­
ment quoted above. It was a revelation
to those who had assembled — com­
mittee members and officers of the
various churches — to hear of the work
that was expected of a president, and
we praise God that we have such men
as Mr. Bowser, and our past presidents
who are prepared to undertake this
onerous task.

Charles Cole, Social Service Secretary,
the incoming President, outlined what
he hoped to achieve in his year of
office, emphasising that his theme,
"Growing Together,” depended upon co­
operation of all.

BUSINESS SESSIONS.
Business sessions were well attended.

There was praise for the work that the
Committees had done — but it was
not all praise. There was considerable
questioning of the wisdom of certain
actions and the explanations that were
forthcoming were most enlightening. A
feature of the reports of all committees
was the statement made about the limi­
tation of the work by the lack of fin­
ance.

There is not one committee which
does not wish to expand its work. The
Boys’ Home and Young Men’s Hostel
committee has to carry out urgent main­
tenance on the Pendle Hill property;
the Dept, of Christian Education wishes
to commence the Lake Macquarie Camp­
ing Centre; the Social Service Dept.
has been challenged by a previous Con­
ference to commence a Nursing Hospi­
tal, while the challenges facing the
Aborigines and Overseas Missions Com­
mittees, and the Bible College Board
are almost limitless.

It is quite evident that the churches
in N.S.W. have great responsibilities as
regards stewardship. This was a con­
stant reference in the report of the
Finance Co-ordination Committee. Our
giving has not increased over the years,
12

although our responsibilities and costs
have. Each speaker to this report em­
phasised the need for consecrated stew­
ardship, while Mr. Cole said that it
would seem that the old principle of
percentage allocations would have to go
and that Conference Committees would
have to consider each others’ needs —
that a system of priorities will have
to be determined. "This will test our
reserves of spiritual faith but it will
do us good.” The F.C.C. has gone away
from Conference charged with the task
of re-examining the whole question of
brotherhood finance. Their report will
be awaited with great interest.
AN INNOVATION.

A further innovation this year was the
General Session, at which questions of
interest were asked and, where possible,
answered. Out of this session came the
direction to Conference Executive to
investigate the most suitable time for
the holding of Conference. This arose
from a question, “Is the week before
Easter the most suitable time?”

A suggestion that the Conference Presi­
dent’s term should be increased to two
years was not received with much en­
thusiasm — especially by those who have
served in this office, each believing that
the work would not be lessened through
this extension, but indeed would be in­
creased.

During the report of the Christian
Unity Committee, the Conference was
introduced to ‘Tinding Purpose Today”—
a booklet published by the Committee, in
which were articles of value and interest
by Dr. A. G. Elliott, A. W. Stephenson
and C. E. Bowser. The committee recom­
mends it to all as a statement of the
position of Churches of Christ.
RESOLUTIONS.

Conference again expressed its opposi­
tion to those things it considers undesir­
able in the community, and not the least
of these is the possibility of the extension
of hotel licensing hours in N.S.W. It
was pointed out that passing resolutions
in Conference, and the forwarding of
these to the various authorities is not
enough. Each individual should ap­
proach his or her local Member of Par­
liament on this issue, or the joint action
of the resolution will be passed off as
only what was to be expected from such
a group.

During the Conference Executive ses­
sion the report of the sub-committee,
"Commission on Lesson Material,” was
received. This duplicated document is
available on application to the Confer­
ence Secretary, E. T. Hart.
DEVOTIONS.

The devotional times of the business
sessions captured and reflected the theme,
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“Growing Together," and we are Indebted
to those who led them: E. J. Plender-
leith, P. French, D. Holloway and N.
Hodgekiss. Peter French and Doug. Hol­
loway were welcomed as newcomers to
N.S.W.
VISITING MISSIONARIES.

Conference was able to hear at first
hand of the work in India and the New
Hebrides, and amongst the Aborigines.
The words of Miss Win. Walker, David
Eagling and Lance Fisher were most
appreciated, when they told of the
things being done in the places where
they serve. These, more than anything
else, awoke a greater sense of responsi­
bility in all who heard the challenge of
the work in the expanding fields of
Overseas and Aborigines Missions.

PUBLIC RALLIES.
The Rally sessions were again a source

of inspiration. Max Hall, of Inverell,
addressed the Youth Rally; Lance Fisher
the Missionary Rally, and David Eagling
was the speaker at the Home Mission
and Bible College gathering. The Men’s
Tea was addressed by David Mansell, of
Wollongong, and the speaker at the
Ministers’ Session was Rev. Bernard Judd,
Secretary, N.S.W. Council of Churches.

Particularly enjoyable was the Social
Service and Boys’ Home Rally, where
the speaker was Gordon McKeivie, a
Newcastle journalist, formerly of Qld.,
whose message was entitled, “The Author­
ity of Christ.” The demonstration of the
Social Service Dept, at work was also
a revelation.

Conference concluded with the Service
of Witness in the Sydney Town Hall on
Sunday afternoon, when the address was
given by D. J. A. Verco, Deputy Direc­
tor of Education in N.S.W., and a mem­
ber of the latest church affiliated with
Conference, North Turramurra. It is
on occasions such as this that we all
must realise that we have a message for
“The Church in the Changing World”—
which was the theme of his address.

It would not be right to conclude this
account of Conference without making
reference to the able work of Colin Bow­
ser, whose leadership throughout the
year, and whose chairmanship of the
business sessions has been a source of
inspiration to all who have worked
with him.

RESOLUTIONS.
Total Abstinence. — We compliment

the Temperance Alliance of Australia
for the proposal to conduct a National
Campaign to discourage the drinking of
alcoholic liquor, based on an educational
programme directed to teenage groups.

This Conference commends the prin-
(contlnued on page 13)
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VICTORIA

TOWARDS UNDERSTANDING
(Wattle Park, Vic.). Small groups of

members and adherents met in eleven
homes for three weeks to discuss needs
of people, to compare church action
with that of Jesus and to suggest new
church activity. The officers are to
receive recommendations from a general
meeting . . . John Way conducted a
series of morning seminars on “Know
Your Child” . . . Leaders have been
enlisted for Church and Life programme.
. . . The Park Gospel Players (church
scholars led by Mrs. A. Hartvigsen)
presented another competently written
and produced drama, “He is Risen In­
deed" . . . Leadership resources of the
small church are strained by the many
local children and young people. C.Y.F.
alone attracts 30-40. Junior cricketers
are premiers. Seniors and tennis "B"
grade were finalists. Men’s No. 1 bask­
etball - premiers; No. 2 were finalists.

C.W.F. MISSIONARY CAMPS
MONBULK, Vic., Feb. 25-27.

Under the leadership of Mrs. Candy,
Missionary Committee Supt., a weekend
of fellowship was enjoyed by 73 ladies,
a number of whom were "first-timers.”
Guests were Mrs. J. Smith, and Lily,
from the New Hebrides. Mrs. Smith
spoke of the work and experiences among
the people she loves, and Lily delighted
all as she demonstrated the art of basket
weaving.

The studies prepared and presented
by E. W. Heard were entitled “Chris­
tian Living — Relationships and Respon­
sibilities.”

Mrs. H. E. R. Steele shared her recent
trip to W.A., and showed slides of the
“Fairhaven” project, which gave us a
very up-to-date picture of the worth­
while work that is being done there
through Churches of Christ.

Campers attended the official opening
of “The Patch” Homes for the Aged,
and in the evening enjoyed a happy
time of fellowship at a Walt. Disney
Mardi-Gras arranged by Mrs. Monish.

After a devotional session on Sunday,
Mrs. Candy presided at the Lord’s Table,

where all ladies shared in a time of
deep spiritual enrichment.

To close camp, Mrs. Candy left with
us these words from 2 Thess. 3: 16,
“Now the Lord of Peace himself give
you peace always by all means. The
Lord be with you all.”

HALL’S GAP, Vic., March 18-20.
Thirty-five Melbourne ladies travelled

by bus to share in a weekend of study,
fellowship and fun, with forty of our
country sisters.

Mr. Heard presented the studies, which
promoted much discussion, and high­
lights of camp were the early morning
communion service, led by Mrs. Candy;
a scenic bus tour of the Grampians on
Saturday afternoon; and a very color­
ful Walt. Disney "Mardi-Gras” on Sat­
urday evening.

Mrs. D. Williams and Mrs. D. Bolduan
travelled from Kaniva to cook for the
campers, and we were thrilled to have
Miss J. Hunting, Mrs. B. Combridge,
Mrs. J. Smith, and Lily, share in camp
with us.

FOR INDIA
(Moreland. Vic.). $140.00 has been sent

by C.W.F. ladies for Wheat for India.
This has been raised solely from articles
made from nylon selvedge. C.WJ'. are
also preparing clothing for Aboriginal
boy . . . S. R. Baker was recent speaker
for B. & F. B. S. . . . Explorers com­
peted in the swimming sports held at
Richmond Baths . . . Good Companions
are busy making toys for hospital.

BOWL RESPONSE
(Ormond, Vic.). The Bowl of Remem­

brance appeal closed with $330. $33 is
in hand for the Rice and Milk appeal.
. . . Lieut. S. Tizzard, a pilot attached
to the Army, was speaker at CM.S. tea.
. . . Adult Bible classes meeting in a
different place each week have good
response . . . The B.S. hired a special
train for picnic to Mornington . . . The
C.E. made an Easter visit to Caulfield
Convalescent Hospital . . . The church
is conducting services at Guest Home
for month of April . . ■ C.W.F. is work­
ing for missionary funds. Ladies held
a monthly prayer fellowship in homes.
. . . The morning organiste, Miss Helen
Flanders, has a country teaching ap­
pointment ... A Brownie pack is now
meeting in the hall each week.

WEDDERBURN - ST. ARNAUD
(Vic.). The circuit has commenced very

satisfactorily, as from Feb. 6, with
Graeme Jackel as minister . . . On Feb.
4, D. H. Smith conducted the induction
service at Wedderburn, and at St. Arnaud
on the 6th, a welcome was extended to
Mr. and Mrs. Jackel and family, at the
evening service, with all members of the
Ministers’ Fraternal present . . .The
Midlands Conference held at Wedder­
burn, provided a most interesting pro­
gramme, presented by those who came
from the College of the Bible . . All
churches were represented, and messages
given by Phil Andrews, of Ashburton
church, were most enjoyable . . . The
time for worship at St. Arnaud has been
altered from 11 a.m. to 9.30 a.m., to
enable Mr. Jackel time to get back to
Wedderburn for their service.

W. J. AIRD Pty. Ltd.
G. F; Hadley Capp, F.V.O.A.

OPTICIAN
82 ELIZABETH-ST., MELBOURNE

and at 49 Church-st., MID. BRIGHTON.
For appointment, Phone City 63 - 8837;

Brighton 92 - 4267

Les Lawlor Says . . . •
I stand bshind every Lawlor Pest Control job person­
ally __ all types of buildings —..^nyyhere' . . ^.very‘
thing unconditionally guaranteed! ^^'“WhiteAnts"
roofs _ Argentine and all other ants — White Ants
— Borers — Carpet Pests — Lawn Pea ? “ ,n fact

any pest that grows, walks or flies.

LAWLORS PTY. LTD. . . .
the pest control people

CTU AI1CT- 6-10 Henley-st. Torrensville. 57- 9636
STH- 1 ti l 43 ComrneYcial-st, Mt. Gambier. 2-1861

MELBOURNE ASSOCIATE:
Phantomyst Pty. Ltd., Melb. 64-2045.

N.S.W. CONFERENCE
(continued from p. 12)

ciple of total abstinence to all members
and others, and urges churches to par­
ticipate in the Campaign.

Commendation re Indian Famine Re­
lief. — The Commonwealth Government
and other organisations are regarded
with high commendation for their actions
in providing assistance in the Indian
Food Crisis, and this Conference com­
mends this Appeal to its members for
their loyal support.

Alienation of Parklands. — This Con­
ference views with alarm the repeated
attempts by clubs and some sporting
organisations to persuade Local Gov­
ernment bodies to alienate tracts of
Parklands for their own uses and, in
some instances, including licences to
sell alcoholic beverages, thus restricting
the free use of these parklands to the
public, and the provision of facilities
and services which are objectionable
to certain other sections of the public.

The Minister of Local Government is
urged to enquire carefully into this
practice with a view to its curtailment
and the safeguarding of valuable park­
lands for their original purpose.

Abolition of Poker Machines. — Whilst
the Policy of the Government to gradu­
ally eliminate 20 per cent of Poker
Machines over a period of five years is
commendable, it is regretted that the
Government has not taken the initia­
tive to legislate for the total abolition
of all machines, having regard to the
information available that 51 per cent
of the N.S.W. public gamble in this
manner and 5 per cent entirely beyond
their means.

The committee members appointed
by Conference will be printed in next
issue.
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- PERSONAL ' -
DISCIPLESHIP

Mrs. Freda Enders, Graeme Misch-
lewski, Boondall - Zillmerc, Qld.

Douglas Cornish, Fremantle, W.A.
Gail Morrison, A. Lucas, R. Wil­

son, Hartwell, Vic.
M. Jacques, Ormond, Vic.
Stephen Allison, Hawthorn, S.A.
Kathleen Hughes, Grote-st., Adel­

aide, S.A.
Jennifer Wakefield, Blackburn, Vic.

MEMBERSHIP
Max White, Black Rock to Dun-

olly, Vic.
John Ismail, Wembley to Freman­

tle, W.A.
Mr. Kickbush, West Moreton Cir­

cuit, to Boondall - Zilhnere, Qld.

MARRIAGES
Jan Edinger to Clyde Watts; Pat­

ricia Charlton to Maurice Wil­
liamson; Janette Congdon to Neil
Poole, Fremantle, W.A.

Valda Heron to Leslie Simpson;
Barbara Williams to Richard Har­
ris; Elizabeth Garvey to Errol
Bettens; Clarice Luker to Ronald
McKnoulty; Sandra MacPherson
to Clement Hermann; Margaret
Kempster to Dennis Jorgensen —
Boondall - Zilhnere, Qld.

Roslyn Jackson to Brian Norman;
Joan Carpenter to Alan Thom,
Box Hill, Vic.

DEATHS
L. P. Coventry, Hawthorn, S.A.
Mrs. W. Reid, Mr. Morris, More­

land, Vic.

CHANGES OF ADDRESS
D. A. Nelson (secretary, Blackburn

church), 196 Blackbum-rd., Blackburn
South, Vic. 878 - 3646.

F. H. Mackley (secretary, Haven church),
Box 305, Horsham, Vic.

FOR SALE
4-speed, 4-track Phillips EL3549 Tape

Recorder, and 4 7 in. Tapes. $180. Ring
32-2449 (Melb.).

FOR SALE
BELGRAVE, KALLISTA, £1,250 DEP.

3-bedroom WU. home, H.W.S., septic,
car port, slow combustion and elec.
stove, Wonderheat, carpets, lovely views,
nice garden, a very comfortable home.
Full price, £3,990. Phone 75-98386, or
write V. Watson, Kallista, Vic.

OPENING ANNOUNCEMENT
Opening shortly in GEELONG, Vic.—

Christian Home for Elderly Ladies —
large comfortable home in pleasant sur­
roundings; close to city shops, parks,
gardens and all churches. For those who
require loving care and attention for
elderly folk, at moderate charges, con­
tact Mrs. E. Sutherland, 7 McKillop-
st., Geelong, Vic.

• "YOUTH FOR CHRIST" o

16th BIRTHDAY RALLY
Melbourne Town Hall

Saturday, April 23, at 7.45 p.m.
Programme including the Joe Talley

Musical Team from U.S.A., playing the
Steel Guitar, Piano, Trombone, Organ
and Banjo.

Also the “Youth for Christ” Choral-
aires, and the Chrystal Cornets.

Bring a group of young people from
your church. Admission Free.

For group seat reservations contact
“Youth For Christ,” 747 Buurke-rd.,

Camberwell. Phone 82 - 1528.

Consult . . . !
GORDON W. ANDREWS

Representing . . .
A.M.P. SOCIETY

LIFE, FIRE AND GENERAL
INSURANCE
Telephone:

848 - 1871 62 - 0201
22 Hcpburn-rd., Doncaster, Vic.

NATUROPATHIC CLINIC
(C. K. MILNE, Principal)

167 COLLINS-ST., MELBOURNE. 63 - 2072 (A.H.: 82 - 2487)

STAFF includes DIETITIANS, PHYSIOTHERAPISTS, OSTEOPATHS
and CHIROPRACTORS.

Causes of Disease are removed by Dietetic Corrections, Spinal
Adjustments or Relaxing of Nerve and Muscle Tensions.

WHY BE SICK? ... Mr. Milne will explain the reasons and advise
treatment. Consultations are FREE!

BIRTHS
WELDEN (nee Redding). — To Mary

and Graham, on April 6, at Gawler,
S.A., a daughter — Elisabeth Ann.

ENGAGEMENTS
BURCH - LEACH. — Mr. and Mrs. E.

Burch, 10 Dixon-ave., Croydon, Vic., an­
nounce with pleasure the engagement of
their younger' daughter, Thelma, to Robin,
eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. J. Leach’
Swan Hill, Vic.

PERL - MARTIN. — Mr. and Mrs.
R. G. Perl, 261 High-st., Bendigo, have
very much pleasure in announcing the
engagement of their youngest daughter,
Merelyn Joy, to Brian Roy, youngest son
of Mr. and Mrs. E. G. Martin, No. 5
R.D., Otorohanga, North Island, New
Zealand.

RUBY WEDDING
STACY - WATKINS. — Robert and

Doris Stacey thankfully announce the
fortieth anniversary of their wedding,
solemnized at the Church of Christ,
Port Road, Queenstown, S.A., on April
14, 1926, by Will. C. Brooker. Present ad­
dress: 34 Alsop-st., Semaphore, S.A.

DEATH
READHEAD. — On April 1 (suddenly)

at Ballarat, Vic., Maurice Readhead,
of 29 Joseph-st., Ballarat, dearly loved
husband of Lilian, loving father of Laur-
ice (Mrs. Byer), Raymond, and Glenda
(Mrs. Geisler), loved father-in-law of
Peter, Margaret and George, loving pa
of Chris., Greg, Mark and Karen, and
Shayne. "Till we meet again.”

IN MEMORIAM
ANNETTS, Lexie. — In loving mem­

ory of a devoted wife, mother and
grandma, called home April 15, 1965.
“Someday, sometime, we’ll understand.”
—Inserted by Harold, Bill and Merle

and family.
BERNOTH. — In loving memory of my

dear wife, Lily Ethel, who departed this
life on April 17, 1965.

"In the sweet by and by,
We shall meet on that beautiful

shore.
There’ll be no parting there.”

—Lovingly remembered by her husband,
Albert.

BERNOTH, Lily Ethel. — In loving
memory of our dear mother, mother-in-
law, and grandmother, whom God called
to rest, April 17, 1965.

We thank God for the gift of preci­
ous memories.

—Lovingly remembererd by Ethel, Ted,
Keith and Jill.

BERNOTH, Lily Ethel. — Cherished
memories of our dear mother, mother-
in-law, grandmother, and great-grand­
mother, called home April 17, 1965.

“Till we meet again.”
—Lovingly remembered by Allan, Helen,

Barry, Harvey, Claire and Russell,
Carol, John and family.

WANTED
AUSTIN A40 — 1951 engine, in good

condition, for widow to visit our Homes
and Hospital. Must be cheap. Phone
58 - 2810 (Melbourne).
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COBURG (VIC.)
CHURCH ANNIVERSARY
and Homecoming Services

MAY 1, 19G6.
11 a.m. — Worship and Communion

Speaker: a. R. LLOYD (Confer­
ence President). Fellowship
Luncheon.

Hospitality for afternoon, also
evening meal, in homes of
members.

6.30 p.m. - Evening Worship. Speaker:
C‘ H'a*POW' Followed by an

After-Church Fellowship.
Former members and friends are in­

vited to join with us on this occasion
For details, contact Miss V. Williams'
12 Royal-pde., Pascoe Vale South Vic’

36- 1482).

HARTWELL (Vic.)
45th CHURCH ANNIVERSARY

SUNDAY, APRIL 17.
11 a.m. — Worship and Communion.

Preacher: J. E. WEBB. Subject:
“The Nature and Purpose of
the Church.”

7 p.m. — Worship. Preacher: H. J.
PATTERSON. Subject: “The

Church and the Lost.”
All Welcome.

Chelsea Church (Vic.)
42nd ANNIVERSARY,
SUNDAY, APRIL 24, 1966/

11 a.m., C. DOW. 7 p.m„ R. V. AMOS.
Special Welcome to Past Members.

For hospitality contact A. Augustine.
Phone 772- 1825.

CHURCH OF CHRIST
THE PATCH (Vic.)

SERVICE: 11a.m.
7 p.m.: GOSPEL SERVICE.

SUNDAY SCHOOL: 9.30 a.m.
A Friendly Welcome Assured.

Minister: W. Compston.

Church of Christ, BAMBRA-RD.,
SOUTH CAULFIELD, Vic.
WORLD MISSIONS

WEEK
Featuring . . .

INSPIRING MEETINGS on Two Sun­
days and Every Week Night.

MISSION LEADERS and Missionaries
on Furlough.

AN EXHIBITION presenting Far-
Reaching Missions.

FILMS - DEMONSTRATIONS -, NEW
IDEAS.

• SUNDAY, APRIL 17 to
• SUNDAY, APRIL 24

This Is Your Personal Invitation.

ACCOMMODATION
GUEST HOUSE for elderly gentleman

quiet, comf., prlv. rooms. Phone 56-4605
(Melb.).

VICTORIAN - TASMANIAN CONFERENCE
Election of Officers and

President: A. Ross Lloyd.
Past President: F. J. Funston.
President-Elect: Will F. Newham.
Treasurer: J. B. Alabaster.
Assistant Secretary: G. H. Gilmour.

Aborigines Mission Department:
Mrs. M. Allison, P. Andrews, S. F.

Davey, D. R. Nicholls, T. O. Turriff,
W. A. Wigney.
Literature Department:

R. V. Amos, D. J. Andrews, G. W.
Barnett, A. B. Clark, K. J. Clinton, E. W.
Heard, E. S. Sanders.

Departmental Members:
Nominations Committee:

G. H. Gilmour, A. R. Haskell, G. K.
Scambier, D. H. Smith, W. A. Thomp -
son.
Department of Social Service:

E. L. Allsop, R. V. Amos, W. T. Atkin,
F. P. Chipperfield, F. M. Combridge,
F. J. Funston, G. A. Grainger, E. S.
Sanders, W. W. Saunders, R. A. Strong­
man.
Department of Christian Union:

P. K. Balson, Dr. T. A. Banks, Dr.
K. R. Bowes, C. H. Dow, H. F. Gross,
M. J. Hurren, R. P. Morris, C. L. Smith,
W. A. Thompson, E. L. Williams.

OFF TO THE BEGONIAS
(Malvern, Vic.). The C.M.F. took elderly

ladies of the church to see the Begonias
at Ballarat on Labor Day. 28 made
the trip and had picnic lunch in the
Gardens . . . Soloists have been George
Haisley, Lois Sonsie and Mrs. Ghys...
Teens group is progressing, with good
attendances . . . Family service was
held on March 20 . . . Youth service
was held in evening, with Geoff. Rogers,
of St. Kilda, speaking ... At church
finance meeting, J. Blucher was re­
elected treasurer of the church. The
new budget for the present year has
been adopted.

ADDITIONS AT HARTWELL
(Vic.). Two men and one girl were

baptized on April 3, and another girl
confessed her faith . . . Several mem­
bers attended Conference sessions and
a report was given by minister . . .
Congratulations to tennis team win­
ning grand final from 4th position;
Senior cricketers premiers, and Juniors
runners-up in respective grades . . .
Many Y.P. in camps for Easter holidays.
. . . D. Hemmings, from Hobart, was
a visitor on April 3.

PRESIDENT'S ASSISTANT
(Dandenong, Vic.). Our assistant min­

ister, N. A. Graham, College of the
Bible, was welcomed on March 13. He
will assist the church this year during
our minister’s term as Pres, of Conference.
. . . Our C.YF. raised £35 for fly-wire
screens for the dormitory at Ranwadi,
as their missionary project for last year.
A concert on March 26 was run by the
C.YF. to raise funds for Dandenong High
School chaplaincy . . . Our Scout group

put on a "Gang Show” and the C.WF.
Evening Group also took part . . . C.WF.
Afternoon Group held a social afternoon
to aid the Golden Bay Project ... A
Bonsai display and demonstration was
held by our minister, A. R. Lloyd to aid
the High School Chaplaincy Auxiliary.
$28.00 was raised.

TEACH-IN ON PEACE AND WAR
(Melb.). The Inter-Church committee

on Peace has arranged a Teach-In to
discuss “Christian Attitudes to Peace
and War.” It will be held in the
Assembly Hall, 156 Collins-st., Melbourne,
from 6 to 10 p.m. on Thursday, April 21.

The T'each-In has been organised so
that Christians may hear and discuss
the different views held within the
church. There is certainly no una­
nimity of opinion.

Speakers will include the Rev. Mervyn
Holly, of Collins-st. Baptist Church, pre­
senting the view that Christians may
participate in certain types of war; J. H.
Morris, an Anglican layman and former
Mayor of Coburg, who will argue that
Christians ought to be fighting in
Vietnam for the American cause; and
Principal E. L. Williams, who will pre­
sent the Christian pacifist viewpoint.

PAUL'S AUTO ELECTRICAL
Armatures Rewound, Repair and Change-
Over Units. Carburettors. Fuel Pumps.
Flasher Units, Installed and Repaired.

Distributor of Masse Batteries.
Tune up with Paul.

PAUL MULLER, 198 Through-rd„
Burwood, Vic.

Priv.: 89 -3294. Bus.: 83-5559.

BIBLE11 a.m.

Mount.”

BIBLE”

■: Dr. LLOYD JONES, B.A., M.TH., PH D.

Swanston Street Church
(Right in heart of Melbourne; opp. Public Library)

7 p.m. — GOSPEL HOUR. “KNOW YOUR
Course.

April 17 — Numbers — “The
CONSCRIPTION

- WORSHIP, COMMUNION,
EXPOSITION.
Final series on “Sermon on the

ISSUE.”
Printed study outline each week for each worshipper
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• CHRISTIAN UNION "IN CONVERSATION"

Life siimdS fc ©rfe
BY C. H. J. WRIGHT, S.A.No. 10

The picture which the New Testament
supplies of the church at that time does
not provide a full and faultless pattern
for the church today. There was obvi­
ously a great deal of diversity in the
New Testament church.

For example, there was no standardised
or uniform system of worship. The
Jerusalem church members were strict
Jews. Whenever possible, they went to
the temple every day. They followed the
Mosaic ritual, and were obedient to the
rite of circumcision. But members of
the church at Corinth observed none of
the Jewish ritual practices, nor sacrificed
according to the Old Testament custom.
For the most part they were uncircum­
cised. The Corinthian church had pro­
phets who spoke with tongues, but there
is no record of that sort of thing in
the worship of the church at Jerusalem.

Further, the New Testament reveals
no set pattern of organisation for the
church. The Jerusalem church was
patterned after the local synagogue of
the Jewish people. But the church at
Corinth took its name and, no doubt,
its predominant structure, from the citi­
zens’ mass meeting, which was the out­
standing feature of Greek political life.

This mass meeting was styled the
“ekklesia” or assembly, and this was the
name which the Greeks gave the early
church. 1 Corinthians 12: 28 mentions
apostles, prophets, teachers, workers of
miracles, healers, helpers, administrators,
speakers in various kinds of tongues, but
the pastoral epistles (1 and 2 Timothy
and Titus) speak of bishops, deacons
and elders. The Jerusalem church prac­
tised community of property; in other
churches there is no sign of it. Never­
theless, in spite of these great diversi­
ties, these churches had all the Chris­
tian unity that there is in the New
Testament.

The question arises as to whether the
essence of the New Testament church —
therefore its unity and its relevance —
is in its external structure and pro­
cedures or in its life? If its essence
is in its externals, then we are bound
for frustration, for who can determine
the exact nature of those externals?

The fact that so little is said in the
New Testament about the external
structure and procedures of the church
seems to be an indication that they were
not of the essence in the minds of the
writers. The fact that Gentiles and
Jews differed was not of great conse­
quence — what Paul fought for was the
right of the Gentiles to differ. Their
unity was not the unity of conformity
to exact blueprints and patterns.

When men were needed in Jerusalem

to look after neglected widows, seven
brethren were chosen — probably the
beginning of deaconship. These were
not chosen to fulfil a pre-conceived pat­
tern of what a church should be, but
because they were needed in the grow­
ing life of the church. Life must always
be free to find its own embodiment.

TO M
AND WHERE TO STAY

VICTORIA

MT. RIDDELL LODGE
MT. RIDDELL-RD., HEALESVILLE, Vic.

Restful Holiday within Walking Dis­
tance of Beauty Spots. Spacious shady
lawns. Television - Hot Water Service.

Afternoon Tea and Supper.
Free Pony Rides, Swings, Slide and

Swimming Pool for Children.
Adult Tariff: Throughout year, £9/9/-.

Christmas, £11/10/-.
JAMES BEVERIDGE. Phone 246

HOLYROOD GUEST HOUSE
BRIGHT

Home Away From Home
Spend a quiet, restful holiday with

friendly people. HOLYROOD is set in a
beautiful garden, with magnificent moun­
tain views. Excellent meals. Tariff rea­
sonable. Lovely new honeymoon suite
available.

Herb and Meta Schmidtke (Props.)
Phone 33, Bright, Vic., or write.

SASSAFRAS — "CLOVELLY"
GUEST HOUSE

Enjoy the quiet restfulness, friendly and
homely atmosphere, spacious grounds and
beautiful surroundings at "Clovelly.” De­
lightful meals, first-class accommodation.
Hot and cold water all rooms.

Phone 756-1403 or write
MAIN ROAD, SASSAFRAS (VIC.)

QUALITY S.C. HOLIDAY FLATS
"LUFRA" ROSEBUD

Opp. Beach in Garden Setting. Complete
Privacy. All Elec, with every Mod. Con.
Int. B'room and Toilet. All Nursery

Needs. Laundry. Wood Fires.
T.V. available. •

OFF-PEAK TARIFF’FROM 8 ,'.GNS.
Mr. and Mrs. Ian Rocdlgcr. Tel. 6 8497.

When Paul initiated his drive for funds
to relieve the poor saints of Jerusalem,
he had no organisation to handle it.
As the project developed, he developed
his organisation to fit the need. If the
affair had developed along other lines,
no doubt he would have made his org­
anisation different. There is no sugges­
tion that his organisation for that par­
ticular need was a pattern of any kind
to be followed later. The life of the
church was such that it cared for the
poor, and it found the way to do it effi­
ciently. For whatever function that
truly belongs to the life of the church
we must choose the structure that most
efficiently carries it out.

If we can restore the life, spirit and
power of the New Testament church,
we shall find forms and procedures suit­
able to our time and efficient for our
needs. True restoration is not embalm­
ing ancient forms, but breathing anew
in our time the life and spirit of that
early church.

"ARKANA LODGE"
OCEAN GROVE - Vic.

Overlooking the Southern Ocean.
For Holidays - Conventions - Functions.
Spacious Grounds. Many Facilities.

Accommodate 90.
An ideal site for group holidays.
Concession rates for Church Groups.
Contact Box 11, Ocean Grove, Vic.,

or phone 66.

AT BRIGHT — “Mar-vin” Guest
House. Comfortable accommodation
available. Also self-contained 3-bed-
roomed flat, accommodate 6. Ring
Bright 197. V. Peers. Proprietor.

McCRAE, Vic.. — Holiday house, over­
looking bay and Rosebud, etc., close
beach, accom. 7, sewered, hot water, etc.
Ross Lloyd, 41 Wilma-ave., Dandenong.
Phone 792 - 3000 (Melb.).

RYE, Vic. — Self-contained Holiday
Flat, all convs., on beach, accom. 4 &
8. Wes. Jenkins, Phone 36-2235 (Melb).

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

When in ADELAIDE stay at . . .

WILLARD Guest House
35 WAKEFIELD ST., ADELAIDE

(South Australia).
Opp. Gawler Place (buses pass the door)
Friendly Service — Courtesy a Specialty.
Good Accommodation — Central Position.

Public Dining Room.
Hot Water Service. Parking for Cars.
Bed and Breakfast. Other Meals Obtain­

able. Tariff Reasonable.
Enquiries to Manager, or Tel. 23 -1032.

"MARGATE"
The Place to Stay in Adelaide for
Christian Fellowship in delightful
surroundings, en route to Glenelg.

Within walking distance of city.
Twin and family rooms, B. & B
Mod. Tariff. Menu Breakfast.

For further particulars and bookings:
write or phone Mrs. R. F. NORMAN,

34 Trevelyan-st., Wayvilie, S.A.
<71 - 6096 or 71 -1510)
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"THE AUSTRALIAN CHRISTIAN"

50 YEARS AGO
1916

Letters to Editor: “At least three months each year
should be specially allocated to First Principles and
scholars examined. This will make the foundation of the
church strong.” "The following items are needed for a
Captain-Chaplain: 1 case of Testaments, case of maga­
zines, 5,000 hymn sheets, a communion set, box of wine,
folding organ.” “If the recent marriage on Oba of a
teacher who had been married (native fashion) for ten years
and had three children were merely a service to Impress
natives with the sacredness of the bond entered into by
the couple ten years earlier, or to gain recognition of
the union by the Govt., no one will object. But if the
solemnising were based on the assumption that native
marriage is no marriage at all in the sight of God, and
that such unions are unholy alliances, then the brother­
hood will want to know on what ground this position
is maintained.” Advertisements: Trident Brand Extract
of Malt. Owen’s Teething Powders. Real Eye Comfort
Guaranteed by Wood. Electric Air-Ships — truly won-

ii derful and mysterious. Knowledge is Power — power to
dress oneself economically comes from knowledge of
Pauline Patterns. Country orders packed by Crichton,
caterer and pastrycook. For first-class tailoring go to
W. C. Craigie & Co. . . . Church of Christ, Johannes­
burg, South Africa, meets every Lord's Day at Masonic
Hall Ford St. . . . Lyall & Son, exporters of pressed
hay, chaff and colonial produce.

Church Chuckles by CARTWRIGHT

"Everybody's STILL talking about that church
picnic!"

+ T.V. HIRE +
HIRE A T.V. SET FOR ONE

WEEK,
or as long as you like.

Rental includes Installation, Aerial,
Maintenance and Licence.

Repairs to All Makes of Television
Receivers.

50-8434 (4 lines)

Snellgrove's Electric-Land
(S.B. RADIO)

205 GLENFERRIE-RD., MALVERN, Vic.
(near Tramway Depot.)

CHRISTIAN
FELLOWSHIP

ASSOCIATION
(Inc.) Est. 1935

In all States and
Great Britain.

Agents In All Churches.
All for Each and Each for All.

(4,000 Members.)
Membership open to Christians any­

where, regardless of position or age.
Contributions from 3d. upwards per

week. Information from Secretary of

Social Service Department,
217 Lonsdale-st.. Melbourne, C.l.

32 - 2447.

CHURCH HYMN BOOKS for 5/-
HAVE THEM REPAIRED LIKE NEW AGAIN

459 - 1201 — PHONE OR WRITE — 459- 1201
W. A. LATIMER & SON, 6 KYLTA-RD., WEST HEIDELBERG, VIC.

WE REPAIR ALL BOOKS ::: Rail Books to Pascoe Vale Station.

DIAMOND ENGAGEMENT AND
WEDDING RINGS

Hand made from Selected Gems and
Materials by H. J. LEM, who will per­
sonally assist you to select WATCHES,

CLOCKS and GIFTS at

MALVERN DIAMOND JEWEL
CENTRE,

1251 High-st., Malvern, Vic.
Phone 20 - 5656.

YOU OWE IT TO GOD
TO PREPARE ADEQUATELY

if he has called YOU to specialised
service.

KENMORE CHRISTIAN
COLLEGE

WILL TRAIN YOU FOR THE TASK
by providing only the highest standards

in every area of study.
Principal: Dr. James H. Jauncey,

Brookfield-rd., Kenmore, Qld.

LICENSED LAND AGENTS, BROKERS,
AUCTIONEERS AND VALUERS.

Reliable, Personal,and Specialised !
Service in ALL REAL ESTATE.......
INTERSTATE ENQUIRIES INVITED

JAGKMAN&TRaOAR Ptjltd.
ASSOCIATED WITH PRITCHARD&MORROW PTY.LTD.

35 Grenfell St. ADELAIDE, STH. AUS,
(Phone 84404 (5 Lines)
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.OPEN FORUM
Letters do not necessarily reflect the views of the management, or editorial
paneL Correspondents are requested to say only what is true, kind,

necessary, and Christian, and to say it in no more than 250 words.

COLLEGE CO-OPERATION.
To the Editor,

You are doubtless aware that represen­
tations are, at present, being made to
set up a Federal Committee to deal with
inter-Theological College problems. This
proposal has been most carefully con­
sidered, first by the Academic Committee,
and then by the full Board of Manage­
ment of this College, and has in both
cases been rejected. The following are
the reasons:

(a) The setting up of a Federal Com­
mittee would inevitably draw the col­
leges into the area of federal brother­
hood politics, whereas we feel that they
should remain neutral and apart.

(b) Such a Federal Committee of a
mere handful of advisers would be inter­
preted as speaking for the brotherhood
as a whole, which they could not real­
istically do.

(c) Such a Committee, to be really
conversant with the problems, would need
many meetings in each of the College
areas involving quite impossible expense.

(d) Such a Committee, even with the
best intentions in the world, would tend
to encroach on the autonomy of the Col­
leges, which is a necessary attribute for
any tertiary education establishment.

(e) All that such a Committee could
hope to achieve could be easier and better
brought about by informal discussions
between the principals and the Colleges
themselves.

.—James H. Jauncey, Principal,
Kenmore Christian College,
Kenmore, Qld.

CONFERENCE EVALUATED.
To the Editor,

I would like to commend and con­
gratulate the Victorian Conference Execu­
tive and President on the organisation
and the conduct of the 101st Victorian
and Tasmanian Conference.

Significant points were:—
(1) The cover of the Conference

Handbook and the splendid way in
which the Executive related the legend
of Christopher to the present situation.
I think that at last our churches are
recognising the value of Christian art.

(2) Devotions — The excellent wor­
ship led by K. J. Harvey was mean­
ingful, related to the Conference theme
and really involved those present.

(3) The recognition of the need for a
Bible-based understanding of the Church
as the "one body” — expressed by sev­
eral.

(4) The courage of Conference in lead­
ing the Australian churches in condemn­
ing war. I sincerely hope that the pro­
test against war which was resolved will
be strongly expressed in a manner worthy
of our Lord Jesus Christ.

(5) The Campbell singers — again they
provided inspiration for us all. Their
introduction to Conference Sermon was
superb and we keenly look forward to
their future contributions.

I personally found this year’s Confer­
ence stimulating and challenging, and
look forward to Conference 1967.

—Peter Downard, Vic.

CALL TO BROTHERLY LOVE
To the Editor,

After hearing of the exclusion of Con­
ference from the Lygon Street church
and reading reports on this matter, I
felt deep humiliation and shame. Is
this how we demonstrate to a Christ-
starved city the meaning of Jesus’ words:
“By this all men will know that you
are my disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

By this act and associated words, we
who call ourselves Churches of Christ,
have denigrated the Name of Jesus
Christ. How can we demonstrate to a
sceptical society that Jesus is relevant
today when we thrust such an unlovely
image before the public eye?

I would appeal to all of us, wher­
ever we are, to be tender-hearted to­
wards one another. Let us obey God
and “love the brotherhood” — not an
organisation, but the men and women
who constitute it, for Christ’s sake.

I would appeal to the Lygon Street
church to once again open their arms
to their brethren for no other reason
than that they love them. I would urge
those whom we have appointed to Con­
ference positions to respect the views of
other brethren, even when these may
seem "absolutely trivial.”

If we have a burning difference, let us
meet and talk it out under the Holy
Spirit — this is the New Testament way
Surely this present episode is proof
indeed that to do otherwise only heaps
ridicule upon God’s Son.
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—J. F. Nankivell, vic.

NEWS DID YOU NOTICE? AGENTS

W.A - - - . 11
S.A ----- 7, 11
VIC. - 10, 11, 13, 15
N.S.W. - - - 7, 12
QLD. ----- 10
GEN. - - - 6, 8, 11
MISS. - - - 4, 9

Why Ian Smith opposes churches?
(p. 11)

The giving of the S.D.A’s? (p. 9)
The Walkers are doing well? (p. 10)
What hens have to do with it? (p. 7)
Who’s who in Vic.-Tas.? (p. 15)
How they played the fool? (p. 11)
Who is 95? (p. 7)

A NEW
PROMOTIONAL
PROGRAMME

WILL
COMMENCE

SOON

THAT DILEMMA.
To the Editor,

G. R. Stirling’s excellent article, "Blame
C.E.” ("A.C.” 18/3/66), proves once again
that the most useful and innocuous
innovation can become a snare if it
isn't “in the Book.”

The gospel is just as simple as Mr.
Stirling made it sound. It is when we
start accepting opinions of men about
Scripture instead of accepting its plain
meaning; when we want to save peo­
ple by another way than Paul’s Gos­
pel (see Gal. 1: 8); when we feel the
Bible can’t be right because “look at
all the Christians who are disobedient
and still serve the Lord,” that we sud­
denly find it necessary to see if "he
that believeth and is dipped shall be
saved” couldn’t somehow mean "He that
believeth and is not baptized shall be
saved.”

Mi-. Stirling wants to know how to
get off the horns of the dilemma. Hav­
ing been an enthusiastic Endeavourer
of many years’ standing, and also a long­
time member and part-time preacher
for the . “brotherhood,” I can suggest a
remedy in just two words: stop com­
promising!

If, however, you do consider this dras­
tic step, I suggest that first you take
a good look at the beast you are riding.
Maybe it’s safer where you are, regard­
less of the long-term consequences; for
I can guarantee it will turn and rend
you.

—J. Doble, W.A.

CHRISTIAN ART.
To the Editor,

One must agree with D. B. McIn­
tosh (“A.C.” 19/3/66) that it is high
time our neglect of Chrisian art came
to an end. We have nineteen centuries
of painting and sculpture to enrich our
lives, but we so often choose to decorate
our leaflets with pretty photographs of
very American white-steepled chapels.
We must perpetuate our heritage, and
the Vic.-Tas. Conference Handbook is a
step in the right direction.

Shall we ignore the past because in
it lived Roman Catholics? Who kept
the church alive until the Reformation?
Certainly it was corrupt and full of
human invention, but it was the witness
to Christ on earth. In this sense we
are all products of Roman Catholicism.
Perhaps those who deny this believe
that “the church” was corked up in
purity in a vacuum bottle for so many
centuries waiting for Martin Luther or
Alexander Campbell to release it.

The woodcut represents a legend from
the third century. How often has the
apt legend, story or illustration clinched
a point in the modern sermon! This
is part of our heritage too, and has
no connection whatever with dogma.

Perhaps if the church encourages the
arts, past and present, as Conference
has tried to do, we would have notice­
able numbers of Christians in the realms
of painting, sculpture, literature, theatre,
films and television. Even an interest
in the church poster on the railways
platform is a beginning!

—Helen Davey, Vic.
April 16

CONSENSUS
- COMPLACENCY

By L. 0. COLLYER

In the "Christian Century” recently
was a sympathetic and moving analysis
of the self-immolation of the two young
American men (one a Quaker the other
a Roman Catholic) some months ago
as their protest against the war in
Vietnam.

This was a well reasoned comment,
the writer stressing that extreme action
of these young men was one motivated
out of frustration caused by their sense
of the inadequacy of dissent by words
only, which found no response from
those in authority.

To support this the author quoted a
columnist in the “New York Post" as
saying, “the one answer that seems
clear to me is that the protests of the
few are somehow connected with the
consensus that encompasses the many,”
and from that comments, “that it is
our own vaunted consensus that has
compelled (these young men) to import
an alien form of protest in order to
register on us so simple a complaint
as that they are opposed to war, even
wars that we by consensus approve.”

The writer in the "New York Post”
had also stated that President Johnson
is in no way to blame for the incident,
replying to which the article proceeds,
"that is substantially correct; we are
to blame. Lyndon Johnson did not in­
vent the consensus; it was there, ripe for
cultivation. But the President is, by his
own choice, the symbol of the consensus
and the principal beneficiary of it, and
he must bear a heavy burden of respon­
sibility for it. It is in that sense then,
that I assert that Lyndon Johnson is
responsible for the immolation of (these
men). It is in that sense then, that I
assert that Lyndon Johnson did, in fact,
repress the opportunity for the free
expression of dissent . . . The free ex­
pression of dissent includes, most im­

portantly, an assumption that dissent
will be seriously listened to.”

The implication of this latter point
was then taken further in these words,
"It is one of the great political trage­
dies of our time that Hubert Humphrey,
Vice-President and servant of the Presi­
dent’s consensus theology, has lately
taken to solemn pronouncements that
the right of dissent is Inherent in the
American way of life, but that that
right does not include the right to be
taken seriously. It would be difficult
for me, to imagine an argument more
immoral, more un-Christian, or more
un-American ... It is precisely the
right to be taken seriously . . . that
confers on us the right to dissent
at all.”

Then, after denying a charge that the
action of these young men was a form
of masochism, the article quotes Luke
12: 3 (N.EJ3.), "Whatever you have said
in the dark shall be heard in the light,
and what you have whispered in priv­
ate rooms shall be proclaimed upon
the housetops,” and then proceeds with
this. “What is this consensus we value
so highly and find so efficient for the
achievement of such a variety of pur­
poses? It is essentially an enormous
lethargy, a splendid indifference, a
vacuous lack of more than the most
superficial concern. “Let Lyndon do it”
might well be the motto, not only of the
(U.S.) Congress, but of the nation as
a whole . . .”

Then referring to Luke 12: 3, the
article concludes: "One suspects that
many citizens whisper in private rooms
their disquiet about the war in Viet­
nam, but few there are who come for­
ward to shout it upon the housetops,
and to even these few precious little
heed is given. The time has come to
render asunder the fabric of consensus
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and let loose in the land all the voices
of dissent. Liberated and emboldened
by the company of Christ, who can
doubt that the whisper in private rooms
would swell into a mighty chorus that
would be heard around the world, echo­
ing the words of Pope Paul VI., "No more
war! war never again!”

Knowing the very considerable extent
of the protest in America, the reference
to “few there are who dissent,” may be
true relative to the whole population,
but the quality of this few is notably
significant.

But the final eloquent appeal in the
quotation above reminded the present
writer of Dr. Martin Nlemoller who,
though pro-Nazl in the early days of
World War II, confessed upon his arrival
in Australia, in 1950, that “When Hitler
attacked the Communists, I lamented
and did nothing. When Hitler attacked
the trade unions I lamented but did
nothing. When Hitler attacked the Jews
I lamented and did nothing. When Hit­
ler attacked the church, then I acted,
and then it was too late."

Similar circumstances which confronted
Dr. Nlemoller may not be encountered
here, although our Crimes Act contains
clauses for extreme repression of demo­
cratic rights, but the current international
situation, and our own Government’s
activities, and proposed extended activi­
ties, present a major moral problem
which the church should take cognisance
of and act upon. The current barbarous
occurrences in Vietnam, the almost un­
speakable possible outcome of such de­
mands the urgent attention of the church.

Although there is a mass of informa­
tion available dealing with all aspects
of this situation there is little appearing
in Australian religious literature to de­
velop an informed Christian consensus
on the many factors which involve the
whole of mankind.

The absence of such, perhaps, offers
some justification for the reply, "that
the matter is too complex, we cannot
understand it,” made recently to the
writer when commenting upon this silence'
of our literature and pulpits. But can
such a reply legitimately justify neglect
of an attempt to search for some truth
through avenues apart from official propa­
ganda?

Australia is at war, our voteless young
conscripts are being prepared to take
active part in it, with all its murder­
ous methods, at the behest of a small
group of Parliamentarians acting un-
democratically. This surely involves
Christian people in a responsibility to
examine objectively the moral impli­
cations of the political decisions being
taken, before, as Dr. Nlemoller found,
“it is too late.”

When the whole world is saturated
with talk of militarism, it is incum­
bent upon the church to counter such
with the message of the Prince of Peace
and the power of Divine Love, in fact,
is dereliction of its responsibility as the
Body of Christ on earth not to do so.
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THE LAST
WORD s s

Unworthy.
I am no longer worthy.

—Luke 15: 21.

I dreamed death came the other night
and heaven’s gates swung wide.

With kindly grace an angel came
and ushered me inside.

And there to my astonishment
stood folks I’d known on earth;

Some I’d judged and labelled as
"unfit” and "little worth.”

Indignant words rose to my lips
but never were set free,

For every face showed stunned sur­
prise — no one expected me!

☆

No nation can rise higher than the
character of her people.

☆

The most important thing you wear is
your expression, so beware.

☆

Owd Tom’s got plenty of depth on the
surface, but deep down he’s mighty
shaller.

—After study of neighbour.

☆

Half the people in the world are miser­
able because they can’t have what makes
the other half miserable.

☆

Definition.
Benediction: A curse in reverse.

☆

“Yes,” sighed Mrs. Blossom, “it was a
nice little do. We felt we couldn’t let
our minister leave without giving him
a little momentum.”
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