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THE MESSAGE OF THE NEW
YEAR.

J ASKED the New Year for some motto

sweet,
1 Some rule of life with which to guide

my feel:
1 asked and paused; he answered toft and

low.
"God's will to know."

•' Will knowledge then suffice. New Year?'1
I cried;
And crc the question into .ilcncc died,
The answer came, "Nay, but remember,

too,
" God's will to do "

Once more I asked, " Is there no more to
tell?"

And once again the answer sweetly fell
"Yc-»! this one thing, all other thing*

a bote,
•God's will to love ' **

zAUR AMERICAN COUSINS.
Thcatflion of President Cleve­
land in regard to the Venezuela

affair is one of the greatest blunders
of the present century. That two
great nations like Gnat Britain and
the United States should ever seri- 1
ously contemplate the possibility of
war against each other is a blot
upon our common cis ilisation. 1 here
are no two nations upon the earth
which arc bound by more tics than
these are, and their failure to work
together for the promotion of uni­
versal peace would mean a re tro­
grade movement in the dirciflion uf
barbarism. We sincerely believe
that the President’s attitude does
nut represent the beat elements uf

American society, but is rather an
electioneering dodge to curry favour
with an alien population of an an­
archist type. The President has
probably learned by this time the
folly of playing with edged tools,
and the immense financial loss
brought about by his blunder will
serve as an objed lesson to all
political tricksters in the future.
The pulpit of America has declared
his message to Congress “ as the
crime of the century," and no doubt
this expression of opinion will materi­
ally help to neutralize the nefarious
wire pulling of the Tammany Hall
ring.

Z^INES ON HUXLEY S TOMB.
11 Agnosticism is,at the best,says
the Presbyterian Mont Uy, a very poor
creed. Or rather, we should say, that
on its own avowal that it cannot
know anything about God or the
awfully mysterious future, it is the
very poorest of all poor things. Not
an inch of footing, not a gleam of
hope, not a word of cheer has it got
for a weary, restless, anguished
heart. Can anything be more sad
and melancholy than the lines re­
ported as having been inscribed on
the late Professor Huxley's tomb?
What a queer mixing up in them of
things that differ most widely—Pa­
ganism and Christianity. The lines
are the following:
And if there I>a no meeting past the grave.

It all h darkness, silence, jet 'th rc-l
He n : afraid, wafting heart* that v.t*p,
1 or God Mill'' .;heth HL bel nr J tier p.

And If an endfe , » skip he w ill J -3 In. I

What a contrast is presented to this
in the magnificent pecan of Paul on
the verge of death and the grave: “ I
am now ready to be offered, and the
lime of my departure is at hand. I
have fought a good fight, 1 have fin­
ished my course, 1 have kept the
faith; henceforth there is laid up for
me a crown of righteousness, which
the Lord, the righteous Judge, shall
give inc at that day; and not to me
only, but unto all them also that love
His appearing."

/Y)ORE BACKBONE.—If there
' a|2 arc any of our readers who
i find that their surroundings
make it difficult for them to “hold a

j straight course" in the journey of
life, we commend to their serious
consideration the following impres­
sive words:—

“ The principle has a wide applica­
tion, that no one has a right to excuse
himself from serving God because

j he is surrounded by evil influences
of a discouraging atmosphere. Per­
haps some of my readers arc kept
from taking a decided stand for
Christ because fear of man or some
selfish, worldly interest holds you
back. You acknowledge that you
ought to be followers uf Christ, you
may desire to follow Him; but you
are in an irreligious family, or in an
irreligious partnership, or among
scoffing fellow • clerks, or frivolous
associates in society. It is rather
uphill work to be a squarely eon-
‘cieiitious Christian among such
surroundings. Yet it is not impo...
.able. Christ’s grace will be sulhci-



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. January 3. 1896.

MELBOURNE, JANUARY 2aJ, I69l*

DUN.

•V. MtLELLA.

IS THE WORLD GROWING
WORSE ?

PARENTS IN AUSTRALIA.
- Prior Vaughan, who Is now on
a visit to the colonies, has been

giving expression to some of his views
regarding homo life in Australia. What lie
tays relating to parents and children is
worthy of earnest consideration. "The
decided tendency of parents in Australia."
said the Prior, " is to over indulge their

ent for you. The worse your at­
mosphere, the more need that you
be not only pure, but a purifier. If
Caesar’s servants and soldiers could
.serve the Lord in heathen Rome,
you can serve Him in your town,
though every acquaintance you have
should launch a sneer at you, or give
you the cold shoulder. Pray for
more backbone, and then ‘'stand up
for Jesus." Man of business I the
atmosphere that you breathe may
not be very inspiring to godliness of
life. But surely your warehouse,
your shop, your counting-room can­
not be so unfavourable to Christian
living as was Nero's abominable
court. Your business, I take it, is
an honourable one if honestly pur­
sued. If not, quit it instanttr. If it
be a lawful calling, then ennoble it
by serving God in it every hour. A
counting-house, a workshop, or a
broker’s oflice is as good a place to
preach Jesus Christ in as any pulpit
in the land. If there are tricks in
trade, if there is an increasing tend­
ency to gambling in business trans­
actions, then all the more need that
you should prove things honest in
the sight of men, and so conduct
your business that Jesus Christ
might audit your books and stamp
every page with His approval. It
will be of no avail for any man or
woman to plead at the judgment bar
that they were placed in ‘unfavor­
able circumstances* or an irreligious
atmosphere. No one ever needed
Christ more, or honoured Christ
more, or enjoyed Christ more, than
the old prisoner, Paul, and his brave
associates, under the shadow of
Nero's brutal and bloody despotism."

Ii fatal to Christian education. It Is an
InSlduous form of self-love for which par-

NO. I.

*"?*HE pessimistic family may be
divided into two classes. The

’ first of which holds the doc­
trine that all things are for the
worst, that there is no benevolent
ruler of the universe, and no hope
of happiness for man. The second
differs from the first inasmuch as
it subscribes to only one article in
the above creed, viz., “ that all
things are for the worst." It is
quite possible that the latter would
objcdl to being placed on the same
level as the former, or even object
to a comparison being instituted be­
tween their respective inodes of
thought. They very properly argue
that there is a wide distinction be­
tween atheism and non-atheism, and
it may at once be admitted that so
far as that is concerned there is no
comparison between them. This
being so, the thought is at once
suggested, how can two things start­
ing from such opposite platforms
arrive at praClically the same termi­
nus. For the conclusion of one is
virtually the conclusion of the other.
If there is any difference between
the two it is in the fatfl that the
one teaches the world is about as
bad as it can be, while the other
thinks that while it is bad now it
will be a great deal worse in the
future, indeed, so far as we can
gather, they put scarcely any limit
to its badness. Now the question
for all thoughtful people to consider
is this, " Can two such opposite
systems as Atheism and Christianity
lead us to similar conclusions in re­
gard to the present and future con­
dition of our world ?*’

As it seems to us scarcely possible
that two such opposites should lead
in the same direction we purpose
enquiring what foundation there is
for either Atheistic or Christian pcs* Love. Powe*

age. But parents have not the courage to
correct their children In these days of effem­
inacy. In the old country a child is not
asked what he would like, but is expected
to take what he Is given, and to follow as a
matter of course the sounder judgment of
his elders. A child Is there taught to regard
his jiarents as oracles of wisdom, and he ac­
cordingly grows up with a deep reverence
and a tender love for them. Here, on the
contrary, the natural order is inverted. The
child rules the parents. Nay more. One
sometimes finds children pitting the con-
(lifting commands of one parent against
those of the other and adroitly capturing
their own way out of the wrangling that
follows. What Is the consequence? With
wills never broken or thwarted, strangers to
self-mastery, unschooled in obedience, un­
disciplined In Christian humility, and nur­
tured In an atmosphere alien to the spirit of
reverence, the boys and girls of the Australia
of to-day are glaringly devoid of the old and
beautiful spirit of filial piety. Reverence
does not enter into their composition. They
speak lightly of those whom they should
most honour nnd revere, and to whom under
God they owe their existence. The trainers
of youth in the colonies have an exception­
ally arduous work In hand, and are heavily-
handicapped. Much that Is done in the
colleges and convent schools is undone al
home. Therefore the noble work of Chris­
tian education demands hereon the part of
the trainer and teacher much prayer for
God's assistance, an unfathomable depth of
jutience, constant watchfulness, uniform
kindliness and gentleness, accompanied
withal and invigorated by an unwavering
strength and determination that holds out
no hope of rclenlance."
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simism. That Atheism should breed
despair is what we should naturally
expeeft, for as Coleridge says:—
" The owlet z\theism, sailing on ob­
scene wings, across the noon, drop?
his blue fringed lids, and shuts them
close, and, hooting at the glorious
sun in heaven, cries out, ‘ Where is
it ?' ” It loves the darkness, and
darkness is the mother of doubt and
despair. But that the system which
Christ inaugurated should have so
little power in the world as to leave
it in the long run no better than if
Atheism had prevailed all the time,
is teaching of a nature so inherently
improbable as to demand the very
clearest and most unanimous testimony,

before we can accept it as the
truth. In pursuing the enquiry,
two fields are open to us, viz., the
past and the future. In the first,
the pages of history are at our dis­
posal, while in the second, we must
mainly rely upon the indications set
forth in the writings of the New
Testament.

So far as the first part of our
enquiry is concerned, the task is
comparatively easy and simple. The
answer is clear and decisive. The
world is nut worse, but better.
Christianity in some shape or form
has made its impress on every
century since the Christian era be­
gan. It is true that the aforesaid
Christianity has nut always been of
the highest and purest type, but
such as it was, its influence has
been for good, and it has steadily
gained in influence and numbers.
Attempts have been made to tabulate
this progressive increase, and suffi­
cient accuracy has been secured to
indicate roughly the growth of Chris­
tian sentiment throughout the past
nineteen centuries. As this table is
interesting and instructive we give
it herewith. 1st century, 500,000;
2nd, 2,000,000; 3rd, 5,000,000; 4th,
10,000,000; 5th, 15,000,000; 6th,
20,000,000; jth, 24,000,000; Sth,

30,000,000; 9th, 40,000,000; 10th,
50,000,000; 11 th, 70,000,000; 12th,
80,000,000; 13th, 75,000,000; 14th,
80,000,000; 15th, 100,000,000; 16th,
125,000,000; 17th, 155,000,000; i8th,
200,000,000. With the exception of
the 13th century, the progress has
ever been onward. “ From every
defeat it has arisen afresh; and what
has never been the case in any other
system, religious, social or intellect­
ual, has revived anew from the ashes
of its own inward corruption. In
this nineteenth century the Christian
population of the world cannot be
far from 300,000,000, and its progress
is now more rapid than in any period
since the Apostolic age. What im­
agination can forecast the conquests
of the next fifty years ?" So far,
then, as numbers are concerned the
pessimists are completely out of it.

Naturally, we experft, that with
the growth of Christian sentiment
as evidenced by increasing numbers,
there should be a corresponding im­
provement in the moral and social
condition of the people who have
come within the radius of Christian
influence. Nor are we disappointed.
Take the picture drawn of civilised
society prior to the advent of Christ.
Says, Islay Burns, “The world by
wisdom knew not God." Far from
advancing nearer to the truth, or to
any fixedness or certitude of religious
belief, it only receded age after age
further from it,—sank into a lower
depth of moral and spiritual degra­
dation. Speedily forgetting the few
and faint remains of a primitive
revelation which they may at first
have retained, and at the same time
quenching that inner light of con­
science and instinctive reason which
“ lighteth every man," the heathen
nations of antiquity seem at a
very early period to have lost
all practical consciousness of a
living personal God, and to have
sunk down to a blind and idolatrous
creature worship................... Mean­

while with the decay of religious
belief, the moral life of the people
continued age after age to sink to a
lower depth of degradation and cor­
ruption. The strong though rude
virtues of earlier times had expired
and given place to a civilisation
which, to all the vices of savage life,
united a refined licentiousness pe­
culiarly its own. Family purity,
female honour, mutual faith and
truth, and all those other ties which
bind society together, perished in
one wide deluge of cruelty, licent­
iousness, and shameless abandon­
ment, realising at last, in all its
darkest lines, the picture drawn
from life by an apostle's master­
hand : “ Professing themselves to
be wise, they became fools, and
changed the glory of the incorrupt­
ible God into an image made like to
corruptible man, and to birds, and
four-footed beasts, and creeping
things. And even as they did not
like to retain God in their know­
ledge, God gave them over to a
reprobate mind, to do those things
which are not convenient ; being
filled with all unrighteousness, forni­
cation, wickedness, covetousness,
maliciousness; full of envy, murder,
debate, deceit, malignity ; whisp­
erers, backbiters, haters of God, de­
spiteful, proud, boasters, inventors
of evil things, disobedient to parents,
without understanding, covenant
breakers, without natural affedlion,
implacable, unmerciful: who, know­
ing the judgment of God, that they
which commit such things arc worthy
of death, nut only do the same, but
have pleasure in them that do them"
(Korn. 1 : 22, 23, 28-32). This,
then, was the world Christianity
had to operate upon. How did it
fare ? Are we to suppose that the
world “ waxed worse and worse ?"
That was impossible, for it had got
to the lowest depths. To ask the
question, is to betray its utter fool­
ishness.
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The record ever since the dawn
of Christianity has l>ccn one of
advancement in the removal of
evils which stained the pages of
ancient history ? True the onward
march has been checked at times,
but only for short periods. The
obstacles, whatever they were, /..id
to give way eventually. Christianity
gained such triumphs that the pres­
ent age is a tnillenium, when com­
pared with the age immediately
prior to the advent of Christ. The
advent of Christ has not been in
vain, nor, we are persuaded will it
be in vain so far as future ages are
concerned. The beginning of this
century witnessed the inauguration
of mighty forces for the uprooting of
existing evils, and we confidently
believe that they will carry on the
grand work which, so to speak,
is only in its infancy. The future
to us is not dark but pregnant with
glorious hope.

But of this, more anon. In the
meanwhile sufficient has been said
to indicate that the present is better
than the past, and consequently
the present condition of things
forms no reason for the pessimists
gloomy forecast.

A LETTER TO A BARRISTER.
NO. J.

The abovenamed bad occasion to be
at my place two years ago, and saw
Miss Warne's reply to Mr. Butchers'
strictures on baptism. Just lately
he wrote, requesting me to lend it to
him, as he wished to see what he
considered Mr. Butchers’ weak points
in that pamphlet. I sent it, and a
note enclosed, expressing my desire
that he would candidly consider the
subject, and yield to the authority
of Jesus by being immersed into the
name ot the bather, Sun and Holy
Spirit. In reply, he staled, that no
change had taken place in his be­
lief; but, it might not be out of
place for him to state the ground on
which he rested. Thu following is
portion No. i of my reply to his
statements:—

You think it is needless to discuss

this matter, " as we are not likely to
see much from it but the logical
blunderings of each other." What
a confession, cither of ignorance, or
of mental depravity ? With the will
of God in our hands, and in our own
vernacular, and while our beliefs in
some of the most momentous subjects
in it; are as opposite as the poles ;
yet we must not confer on these
matters, because of our humiliating
pronencss to offer “logical blunder­
ings" instead of truthful reasoning.

Without the remotest wish to
wound your feelings, I must state,
that were it not that I am convinced
that both your statements and con­
clusions are utterly subversive of the
Woidof God; dishonouring to Him,
and injurious to yourself, I would
not put pen to paper on the subjefl.

You preface your remarks by
stating two fat'ls, which convince
you, that we are under very Hill,
obligation to observe the ordinances

| of the Kingdom of Christ; and that
i these fads convince you that the
I Baptist belief is wrong. I care not

the value of a straw’ for Baptist be­
lief, my whole aim in this matter
shall be, to ascertain what has the
Lord said concerning it ? Your first
fad consists of the exemplary lives
of many who never submitted to the
ordinance of immersion. Now tn
the light of reason, what has the
piety, or devotion of men to do with
the question before us ? The ques­
tion before us is—IS it the will of
God, that every one who is taught
that Jesus is the Christ, and who

I desires to be saved by Him, shall
J be immersed into the name of the
Father, Son and Holy Spirit?
28: 19-20. If so, then they with all
their piety, did not comply with the
will of God requiring it of them.
You acknowledge that Jesus com­
manded His apostles to go and make
disciples of all nations; and to im­
merse each disciple into the name of
the Father, Son, <lc. This was a
iniit-ersal commission. It is t“c
divinely appointed law of entrance
into the Kingdom of Christ fur every
son and daughter of our race, to the 
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end of the gospel dispensation. But
you say :—“ Christ did not say into
what element " 1!! Alas Mr. B. for
such a statement I Did the apostles
not know, that Jerusalem, and all
Judea, and round the Jordan went
out to John, and were immersed in
that river? Did not Jesus make,
and His apostles baptise more than
John ? Did they need to he told
what to do, in order to baptise ?
You must know that this is fallacious
reasoning. You know that there
were only three baptismal elements :
Spirit, fire and water. That the
Saviour was the only administrator
in the former two. That man was
never authorised to immerse in any
element but water. John said, He
(r.r., Jesus) shall baptise you in Holy
Spirit and fire. Can it be possible
that you believe men can, or ever
were instructed to immerse their
fellow men in Holy Spirit, or in
fire? Alas what reasoning. \Ve
have seen that it is the will of God
that every sinner in order to salva­
tion, wn«/ believe in Jesus, and be im­
mersed into the name of the Father,
Ac., Ac. Matt. 28: 19-20. Judge
then of the logical reasoning of your
plea, which urges the devotion of
men, as a justification for rejecting
the counsel of God against them­
selves, in not being baptised in com­
pliance with the great commission.
If the Phafiseesand Lawyers rejected
the counsel of God, in not being
baptised by John ; how much more
those who reject the authority of the
author of their salvation. You fur­
ther state, “ that of a large propor­
tion of them, ignorance can be urged."
Well—there are but two horns to
the dilemma altar, upon one of wInch
their case ntiiif be suspt tided. Non-
compliance with the divine will /an.'/
arise, either from ignorance, or wail­
ful disobedience. Thu Saviour said,
“ If you love Me, you will keep My
commandments." K.V. The great
commission is His command. It is
the command of the Gospel; and the
Lord will come to take vengeance on
all them who know not God, and
obey not the Gospel.

As a proof how those taught by
the apostles understood the obliga­
tion to obey the great commission ;
Dr. Isley Burns in his history of the
church during the first three cen­
turies, says, “Noperson enured the
church during tho.-e three centuries
but by being immersed into the
name of the Father, Son and Holy
Spirit."

Of your father’s piety and t-Jf-

sacrifice I will not entertain a doubt.
But in reference to his position in
this matter; you have with your own
hand removed the sheltering veil
of ignorance; 1 will therefore leave
him in the hands of the judge of all
the earth, who will render to every
one according to his doings. One
thing is certain, the Word of God
being ’true; he should have been
yf/j/ baptised, and then have lived
to teach others to enter into the fold
through the only door the Great
Shepherd opened. Yet, with all his
piety and knowledge, he did neither.
Your first fact being weighed in the
balance, is not only found wanting,
but in direct opposition to the nature
of the case. Because, love and de­
votion to Jesus, ought to be the
motive power to obedience, instead
of being used as the excuse for dis­
obeying Him.

Your second fadl commences with
—“ I find that the whole spirit of
the teaching of Christ is against the
observance of fleshly ordinances."
I wish you had given an instance.
I do not think the Lord Jesus ever
breathed a word against the faithful
observance of one ordinance in the
law of God given by Moses. He did
denounce those persons, who, though
punctilious in ceremonial obser­
vances, yet within, were like white­
washed sepulchres, full of corruption.
He exposed the hypocrisy of those
who, while charging His disciples
with moral defilement, because they
had eaten bread with unwashed
hands, were at the same time thirst­
ing for His blood who came to save
them. The washing of hands was
not of divine appointment, hence not
a divine ordinance. When however
alluding to the least of legal or­
dinances, as mint, anise, Ac., He
said—these ought you to have done,
Ac. Can you believe the absurdity,
the impossibility of the spirit of
Christ’s teaching being in opposition
to ordinances of His own, and His
Father’s appointment? Every or­
dinance was imposed for the purpose
of being faithfully and punctually
observed; and every transgression
and disobedience (of them) received
a just recompense. Instead of being
as you represent Him, Christ was
the most exact that ever lived in
reference to the ordinances of the
law. Having cured the lepers, He
sent them to the priests to observe
the ceremony of leper cleansing.
lie said — that nut one tittle
should fail Uli ALL should be
fulfilled. And His keynote for
the new dispensation is—"You are

My friends if you do whatever I
command you.’ The great com­
mission is His command. Yet those
pious unimmersed persons, though
they claimed tobe His friends, did
not do what he commanded them to
do. You also use Paul’s sweeping
denunciations against the praclice of
circumcision on Gentile converts, as
proof that it is not obligatory to ob­
serve gospel ordinances. This to
my mind is utterly incomprehensible.
Surely you arc aware, that though
God appointed circumcision under
such awful penalty, that the inno­
cent infant must be cut olf if the
rite were not observed, yet that He
never intended it to be a gospel or­
dinance. Hence its observance was
will-worship on the part of the Gen­
tile convert, and an abomination.
The Sabbaths, and the festive days,
and the new moons of which the
apostle seems to speak so indiffer­
ently, were not of divine appoint­
ment in the new dispensation, and
hence of »w import. But alas, to
bring them in as proof that the
I ioly Spirit through the apostle spoke
disparagingly of ordinances of divine
appointment is awful.

Geo. Got'in’.

The Exhorter,
---------:o:--------
EXAMPLE

Of all the various means of influencing
tho.c* by wham vve come in contact, for Rood
or evil, that of example stand-. pre-eminent
as the most powerful, and consequently the
mo.t successful. What we do and say, and
what we refrain from doing or saying has an
influence, It may appear small, but It is
snrclj lasting upon those around its,

The /.u.-r of example cmnat be over­
estimated. Without any further reason
than loanJso did it,', the action is re­
peated, be it good or ill. A small flock of
sheep were being driven along a narrow­
pith, when the first one took a big jump
over a stray straw, that happened to be in
the path. Every one of the flock followed
the example; and experiment hai proved
that so strung li the force of example, that
had the straw been blown away after the
first sheep had juni|>cd over it, still the
others when they had conic to tho place
where it was, would have followed their
leader's example and jumped, even though
the straw was gone.

The life of every man and woman h a
strong and exceedingly powerful example to
come one. The parent to tho children the
teacher to the scholar—the girl to the
ichool-fclluw I'uuft may in trua in pi-;-
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but unless the teacher [rutin the
precepts, the scholar, though he may learn
the precept will follow the rianflt. The
best teacher of a child, Is the loving."faith­
ful, consistent example of Christian parents.
Example, it has l>ecn said, is like the press:
n thing done is the thought printed; it may
be repeated, if it cannot be recalled; it has
gone forth with a self-propagating power,
and may run to the ends of the earth and
descend from generation to generation.
Precept without example, is like a skeleton
—a dry, meagre, lifeless bulk. Example
supplies the life and alUvily, and makes it a
living reality. The Pharisees of old taught
the things demanded by the law of Moses,
but their lives were so inconsistent, that
Christ warned His disciples of them by say­
ing, "The Pharisee’s sit in Moses' seal;
All therefore whatsoever they bid you to
observe, that observe and di; but do not ye
after their works ; for they jjj and do not."

Example, we arc told, is the great educa­
tor of the world. Therefore, the example
that is shown forth in the lives of each one of
ti, contributes feu 11dr that education. Con­
sequently, nr are to a certain extent ttsfen-
iillt hr the nfllons of other. Of what great
importance it is then, that the example we
Ml should be a feed cut,—one worthy of the
cl ox st imitation In writing, the student
who desires to become a good writer, must
have have for his example a pattern that is
io every respcA perfect. The copy then
can nut l*c better than the example. So in
all other things, the more perfect the ex­
ample. the nearer to perfettion will be the
copy. As living examples then, we should
refrain from doing those things which would
pain us to xc reflected in others. Let us
never give way to anything that may hinder
ourselves or anyone in the race for eternal
life. Paul says in his letter Io the Romans.
“ It Is good neither to cat flesh, nor to drink
wine, nor anything whereby thy brother |
■tumbleth, or is offended or made weak." 1

In all true Christians there is an earnest
desire to be doing something for Christ !
Realising His great goodness to us, and
enjoying the unspeakable pleasure ol His '
love, uc feel we isuxt be at work for Him. I
that we may show our appreciation of His
goodness and enable others to come and
share the inexplicable joy we have in living
iu the tunshine of His unlimited love This
desire leads to missionary work amongst
the heathen. Prison gate Rescue Brigades,
Homes for the poor and such like Yet to
undertake these great works is not within
the reach of all. But. realising the great
power of example, would it not be per­
forming a mighty work for Christ if daily
and hourly we were carefully to watch our
nftlons, to tee that all our doings are such
as we should not be ashamed to tee rc-ap-
pcarlng In others We may not Ise able to
Aland on the public platform, but by our |

example we arc constantly preaching a
sermon of lasting effect, and one even more
efleAual than preaching by word of mouth.
Just as we know persons much better when
we see them alive and in adion. than when
we sec their firturr only; so wc understand
virtue much belter when vve see it living
and ariing in a good example, than when
we only behold it described and pidured.
God realised this. His commands And pre­
cepts to teach morality were perfed. Bnt
how hard to (follow if we had not had a
living example loo. Christ was that ex­
ample ; and to Him wc are to look as our
only perfect 'pattern, and follow as closely
as possible the example He has set us.
Tills example In short is a living piflure of
pure unselfish love, that love which suffered j

long and is kind, which envieth nut,
vaunteth not itself, is not puflcd up; doth
not behave itself unseemly, scekcth not her

| own, is not easily provoked. The love
1 which thlnketh no evil, yicldcth not in
iniquity, but rcjoiceth in the truth. That
love which above all ntnr faikth, but lives

1 on through time and eternity, for God
: Himself is Love.

Striving to copy after such a picture in
our own lives, can we fail to set a good
example, one that would stand the test of
God's own searching criticism.

With such opportunities of serving God
and such an influence, brethren and sisters.
what manner of persons ought wc to be in
all holy conversation and godliness ?

Auckland, Oft. 8. M E.

THE POOL

In Bible Lands.
SILOAM.

It is evident to the visitor to Jeru­
salem that at one time that city must
have been well supplied with water.
I his is shown by the large pools or
reservoirs still in existence, and the
well preserved remains of others
Probably the most interesting of
them, if not of the world, is the
Pool of Siloam, situated near the
south-east angle of the city, in the

OF SILOAM.

valley of Hinom. It is mentioned
but three times in the whola Bible—
twice incidentally, the third time in
connexion with the healing of the
man born blind—but this has served
to make it the most famous pool of
water in the world ; and it has now
become the synonym to a universal
world, of light and life and healing.
,n tins miracle there was both a
human and a divine side, and these
two combined secured the result.

1 Jesus “spat on the ground and made
clay md anointed the eyes of the
blind man." That was the divine
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side. But what about the human
side? “Go wash in the pool of
Siloam.” Now you will notice that,
notwithstanding the divine anointing
and the divine command, this man
was still blind. But “he went and
washed and came seeing.” It was
not much it is true—just one little
atfl of obedience, but it brought light
and joy. So it always has been, so it
always will be, that those who yield
in loving obedience will receive the
promised blessings. But at just
what point did this man receive his
sight ? Certainly just at the point
when the last act of the human con­
dition was complied with. In the sal­
vation of every man there are two
sides: divine and human. It has
long been a matter of discussion as
to just what point the sinner is pard­
oned. Some contend that when a
man believes that adlual pardon is
granted ; others that formally or in
the mind of God he is pardoned,
while yet a few maintain that not
till the sinner hascomplied with every
one of the conditions can he claim
pardon. At what point did the
blind man receive his sight ? At
the point of obedience. For many
years I have believed that only at
the point of complete surrender in
the aiSl of baptism can any man
claim the pardon of his sins. “Arise
and be baptised and wash away thy
sins." A. B. Manton.

The Querist.
-------- o--------

By G. B; Moysey.

R. M. has the following ques­
tions : —

j. Does the word “servant" in
Rom. 1 : i mean bond-servant, in
the sense of being a slave, as appar­
ently shown in i Cor. 6:19, 20, and
are the words “ to be" in this verse
erroneous ?

Ri'i ly.—The word translated " slave " is
dentes, and limply means slave, strictly
speaking a slave by birth, in contradistinc­
tion from anJiofodon, a slave made in uar
and sold. It vias the term describing the
lowest gradation ia the ranks of service.
Though the terms always had the same
meaning, the honour or otherwise attached
to it depended on the rank of the master.
and some of the slaves of kings were very
important personages. 01 kuJ-unand
of Jesus Christ was regarded by the apostles
ns a designation of great distinction, and
most of them employed it in the cripc r-
scriptions to their epistles (xc Rom 1 t.

Phil. 1 : r, Titus 1: 1, Jas. : : 1, Jude 1, Rev.
t;i. In 1 Cor. 7; 22 it is applied to Chris­
tians nt large in such a way that its meaning
cannot be mistaken. The use of the term
Jontos does not in itself allude to the fad
that we have been "purchased with a price"
(1 Cor. 6 : 20); if the word indicated in
itself the manner in which we enter the
state it expresses, it would imply that we
were bom into it, and this exactly agrees
with the fafls in the case, for we have en­
tered our state of bond-service to Christ by
a spiritual birth, being the spiritual children
of those who were bond-servants in Christ
before us. Probably, however, we are not
to look for such a refinement of allusion in
Paul's words.

The words "to be" arc not found in the
Greek of Rom. 1 : 1 and arc not necessary
to the sense. The fad that they arc printed
in italics in the Common and Revised Ver­
sions indicates that there is nothing corres.
ponding to them in the original. Stuart
and other eminent critics translate " a called
or chosen apostle."

2. Is it right to understand Rom.
2 : 22 as if the apostle had said. You
pretend to abhor idols, and yet you
rob temples of them and serve them?

Reply.—The Common Version reads.
" Thou that abhorrest idols, dost thou
commit sacrilege?" The word translated
"commit sacrilege" means to rv5 teaflts,
and is so translated in the Revised Version
There would have been no difficulty about
the passage but fur two circumstances , (1)
According to 1'ruf. Stewart and others there
i . not much evidence that the Jews were in
the habit of committing this offence; and
{2) The connection between "abhorring
Idols " and " robbing temples" is not very
clear To avoid the first difficulty critics
have generally attached to the words a
figurative sense and seek to find its meaning
in the robbery of God committed by the
Jews in withholding frum God the* service
due, and especially in the matter of tithes
and offerings. Although this may bc/cniffy
true, a single glance al the words "do you
rob temples?" is sufficient to show how
unlikely it is. That it was a crime that the
Jews might possibly be guilty of is shown
by its express prohibition (Deut 7: 25. 26),
and that the Jews in Paul's time were In
danger of being charged with it may bo
inferred from Ads 19: 37. As to the second
difficulty, 1.1, about the connexion, M. E.
Lard gets over it by translating and inter­
preting thus . "You who abhor idoL, do you
rob temples [of them] (to serve them) ?'
This translation has the merit of being
perfectly clear and dcllnite, expressing the
thing stolen and the purpose for which it
was stolen, and ii in harmony with the scope
of the paragraph by exhibiting the glaring
inconsistency of the Jew. But it ii open to 

two objections :—ist. There is no evidence
that the Jews in Paul's lime were in the
habit of committing literal idolatry ; indeed,
all the evidence goes to show that from the
time of the Babylonian Captivity idolatry
had nd been a Jewish failing and The
purfou implied in Lard's interpretation ia
inconsistent with Paul's own statement.
He says," You that abher idols." Observe,
he docs not say, You that frtltnJ to abhor
idols, or say you do, but distinctly you that
•'abhor" them Well, then, if they "ab­
horred" them, they could not steal them
for the purpose of "serving them." This
seems incontestible. Then why did they
rob the temples, and what did they take
from them ? We can only conjcdurc.
Probably the idols and any thing else of a
valuable character. But why? For the
puqnsc of gain, either by selling the gold,
etc, or selling the idols to Gentiles; and
thus, while abhorring idolatry a*i far as
they were personally concerned, they were
profiting by it. though forbidden (Deut.
7 : 25. cb) by the law. and actually promot­
ing it by trafficking in its shrines. Thus
understood, their inconsistency is almost ns
glaring as if they robbed temples for the
purpose of worshipping the idols they stolca
and is free from the objections to Lard's
view.

3. Are not Rom. 5': 18 and 1
Cor. 15: 22 parallel passages de­
noting that by one atfl of Adam all
mankind die a temporal death, and
by one atft of Christ all men live a
temporal life, including that of the
resurrection, and neither spiritual
life or spiritual death are in either
passage ?

Reply.—Yes, they are largely parallel
passages; that from Corinthians being the
more explicit, that from Romans the fuller;
the former states the fads, and the latter
the reasons of them. Neither spiritual life
nor death arc in either of them , if they
were universalism would be the logical
result.

PAUL THANKING GOP FOR SIN.

4. Is there an error in the transla­
tion of Rom. 6: 17 ? Can wc thank
God that we were once sinners ?

Reply.—A literal translation of this verso
from the Greek is: " But thanks to God
tliat ye were the bondxrvants of sin " At
first sight this is a very shocking statement.
Aa Prof. Stewart says; "Tosay that Paul
thanks God with special reference to the fad
that they were sinners,and because they w ere
so, would be saying what contradicts not
only the whole strain of Paul's epistles, but
all the Bible " Plainly there is au intrust
tafhasis on the fat ol the verb to u
used here, "you wi hl the servants of
sin," and the scn-.c of which i.«, "Thank



THE At’STHALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. JANL'AIIV 3, 1S96.

G<xl the time of your being Tenants of sin
is fjurJ" McKnight translates, "Um
thanks tn God that cllh.'ugh you were the
slaves of sins, etc." and justifies the in­
sertion of the word '‘although" after "that”
by the second ••but" (sec Com Version),
which he says implies the omission of "al­
though," and quotes this passage in 1 Pet
-I 6 a> another example The Revised
Version obviates the difficulty of the pas­
sage by means of the words "whereas,"
thus "But thanks be to God that tJirir.tr
ye were the servants of sin y e became obedi­
ent from the heart Io that form of doctrine
whereunto you were delivered." This is I
perfectly clear, and must be very close to I
the exart shade of the apostle's thought, I
which we venture to suggest may have Imjcii
the following:—"Thanks be to God that!
ye. xcf enfy rrai.-.f to Ir !l;t slutt cf mi, but ;
you became obedient from the heart to the 1
the form of doctrine unto which you were
delivered " "Not only" seems required by '
the second "but" cd the verse. and "ceased 

Open Column.
------------:o:------------

ENDEAVOUR SOCIETIES.
Deau Ban.—I feel that I must write in

reference to the objections raised by Uro.
Davison against the C E. Society, though
having the same diffidence which he ex­
pressed Hut our desire as disciples of
Jesus Christ is for " the truth, the tJ Jr
truth, and nothing lut the truth;" and it is
so easy to be drawn aside from it. I have
worked for many years among the young,
and realise the f.vrfl that they, with their full
life and vigor, and with the blood dancing
through their veins, natuulh seek some out­
let for their enthusiasm and energy. This
some find in gaiety, theatre-going, etc, while
the nobler minds arc caught by belter things,
and it is such as these that the C.E. Society­
gains. Bro. Davison is right, the present
tendency of the society is tidily jntorun,
though affartutly nd so. The pledge in­

to Ik- slaves of sin' Is the precise force of eludes a promise to sustain the particular
the emphatic "ye were -.laves of sin" in church to which the Endcavourer belongs.
this connexion. ,o attend all its meetings, etc. We. as

----------- ■ Christians, Arivu- there is only one church ;
5. What is the nature of the death how then can we, whose aim is the unity of

referred to in Korn. 6: 23? Js it Christians in heart and name, encourage
temporal or eternal? others in sectarianism, which is "carnal"

RtELV.—Eternal, beyond doubt. This Is : «td therefore "al enmity with God?" Then,
unmi takeably shown by the fad in question a«ain',bc P,ca lbat “ ,hc P,td«c h such a
is Hie antithesis of the "eternal life." which U’"<J a*"1 ,ha‘ uniun h “'cngth in working
is the " gift ot God " Further, this death , <or God " 11 ‘luite unnecessary among us who
is the "wages of sin"; the -.in spoken of is aic bouucl ‘^‘hcr by the “sevenfold
personal sin, and the punishment for per- ] hond,' as Bro. D. says. Could there be a
tonal sin h in no cate temporal death, j closcr boni1 ,han Chmfiju brotherhood.
Eternal death must therefore Ik here re- ! members °l the sacred body of Christ, of

congenial work to do. As for the young
men. they hear or feci that they are looked
upon ns "only boys, how can they teach sr
ciders?" and that so. their "youth is
iltifitrJ." and their hot real seeks new
places and plans. Till we iijj.’rij/r the
young people with ourselves In every work
and meeting, as they are able, helping and
encouraging them to try and try again; till
werrr/rJ their efforts and even take their
opinions into consideration, we may expert
to find them straying away, and that will
be a loss to us. as well as to them, and also
to the work and cause of Christ.

Alfriston. Dec. 2, E. J. Bchii.e.

Brevity being enjoined by our Editor, I
can deal only with salient points. Bro.
Davison apparently fears the logic of his
contention, for he has evaded the difficulty
of adducing the principle by which the S.
School and like institutions arc supported,
and the Endeavour Society condemned.
This evidences a weakness. His sword
cuts both ways. I have heard of eccentric
individuals who would glory in being logical
in this matter, but I trust Bro. Davison
docs not belong to that class. If the school.
or Mutual Improvement Society, having
separate meetings and distinct names, Is
considered to be in accord with apojtolic
authority, how is this organisation, having
as noble objefls and being composed ex­
clusively of church members, shown to be
unorthodox ? •• There is irregularity around
somewhere." It appears to me that, as the
concession has been already made, that the
church requires additional methods for the
adequate management of children, it will

ferred too.

6. Was Christ strictly speaking
the “first fruits front the dead," or
may we not apply that designation
to Lazarus and others who arose
from the dead ?

Ill i-lv in allusion to the Jewish rite in
which a sheaf of the fir:t fruits of the har­
vest was presented to the Lord accepted by
Him, Christ is called by Paul (1 Cor. 15;
30) " the first fruits of them that slept " He
ii to called became rising on the Hi) Jay on
which the sheaf was waved, lit n it to die
no mure, a pledge and earnest that the great
harvest of humanity should at the resur­
rection be duly garnered In. Neither Lazarus
nor any other raised from the dead were at
the time gathered into the garner of immor­
tality ; they were but Uray sir dv plucked up
and resown in the soil of mortality ; neither
was their restoration to life in any icnsc a
pledge or earnest of the roiirrculon of the
dead, for they went again into the grave, to
Ik the sublet! of that dcllvcram c fium the
bondage of corruption at the rc iintdicn of
theju-.t, of which Christ's upraising as the
“first fruits" is at one the earnest and
guarantee

' Jfii flesh and bones, lie our living Head?
Hut the question arises, How can we turn
the active life and ardent natures of our
young Christians to best account? The
Temperance cause is goal, the Band of 1 lope
takes up lime and energy, but Christian

| young men and young women aspire to
| to higher ambition than even these—they

want to had their r.Jtrt and fiitndi to know
the Saviour whom they have learned to love
with the fiery “first love" of youth.

1 attended a large meeting of "Endeavour­
ed." the other evening, for the first time, to j
judge for myself What struck me was the '
large projxirlion of young uvmrn, apparently 1
earnest, consecrated souls. They spoke
with far more fluency and deeper and more I
tender feeling tlun did the young nun,
though they were good, though more self-
conscious and stiff. Now the inference to
my mind uai this,.--In these "last days"
God it blessing and 1.1// bless His daughtni,
and gives them power to testlfy to the truth ;
and to make Christian young women only
sewing machines, cooks and dish washers
fur the church, is tempting them to form or
join societies where their loving hearts.
ready tongues and willing hands will find

yet have to be admitted that, as an auxili­
ary to the intellectual and spiritual develop­
ment and to efficiency (or service, the
Endeavour Society serves a good purpose
for tho-e a little older. The church must
educate its own members; instruction in
studies necessary to prepare members for
public speaking; ascertaining and putting
into use the particular qualifications of
each, and affording opportunities for all to
say a word for Christ, etc., cannot be
attended to unless there orc additional
m. clings, such as those of the societies
above-mentioned, which meet these require­
ments and violate no divine principle.

I will briefly comment on Bro. Davison'S
|wints A glance al his article will save
elaborate quotations.

1 Without dealing with side issues, I
think wc will agree that the church does
not cease to exist when the I-ord‘a day
morning is over. Whatever is undertaken
in God's name by however few- of the
brethren, being authorised and supported
by tlic officers, Is done by a part of the
church 'Hie cricket club referred to is
good tor sport, but will not serve as an
argument yu.t here, as it forms no part of
church work.

tJirir.tr
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I quoted the "model constitution" to show
a principle universally applied that all
church officers are tx effitio honorary mem­
bers, and no error such as is mentionedjias
crept in. If any thing tends to mutual edifi­
cation more than another it is the Endeavour
Society, and it is an egregious error to state
that " it has laid the foundation of the one
man ministry over again."

2. Good works arc needful, whether they
form a basis of fellowship or not. To
specify our future work is often an advan­
tage. Each Christian nukes pledges for
future service, and if right for one, how
wrong for 30 or 40 ?

3. Our friend grows quite eloquent over
my phrase " Surely there is no harm," in
continually pledging oneself to do good,
insisting that it is a soul-slaying saying,
forgetful that if there is an absence of harm
there must be good, for good and evil cannot
both be absent. I plead for the" Endeavour
Society" because it is good,and even critics
can find no harm.

4 and 6. A reference to Bro. Davison's
article will show my apparent inconsistency.
which is explained, however, when 1 remark
that after the words " in our societies"
should have been inserted the word •'meet­
ings," which makes all the difference. Our
brother asks : •• Are there none on the roll
of the various societies who arc unim­
mersed ?” 1 can simply reply that, after
full enquiries, my conclusion is that there
are none Of course there are unimmersed
persons interested in and favourable to the
work, who arc often called "associate
members." I for one, however, would be
quite willing not to honour them with that
title.

The misquotation our brother complains
of h a misprint, or else a slip of the pen,
for In my own copy it reads "the seds"
Instead of "the societies." Space forbids
that I should write more, but 1 have dealt
with the chief points. To conclude, let me
say that I agree with our brother that we
should not "refuse to learn from past
history"; and in doing m we should ever
remember that great obstacles to progress
have already been made, through the fre­
quent misconception of cur glorious plea,
and failure to understand that deviation
from the old rut of mere custom or method
involves no departure from scripture princi­
ple. FERDINAND PlTTMAN.

Correspondence.
POSTAGE STAMPS.

To tin EJil.r 1/ th: Siandakd.

Dear Brother.—Will you kindly oblige
me by printing this letter in jour pajxr.

To all the churches ar. J Sunday schools

of Christ in Australia,—Al the close of
another year I wish to thank all those kind
friends who have so generously responded
to my appeal for used postage stamps for
mission work in Denmark. 1 am also very
thankful to Mr S Brice, of Little Collini-
street, Melbourne, for his kindness In re­
ceiving and forwarding to me the stamps
collected by the Sunday school children
At the same time permit me to ask the
brethren and sisters in all the Australian
colonies and elsewhere kindly to continue
during the coming year (1896) in this work.
1 do not believe I shall be able to return to
my native land before the end of another 18
months. By that time I hope (o.v) by
hard work to have saved sufficient money
to start a small business, whereby I could
earn a living while preaching the gospel to
my native people. I do not exped to make
a living by the stamps alone; 1 must have
other articles as well But the stamps will
be a great help, and I would, therefore, ask
all our churches and Sunday schools kindly
to assist me in collcding a large number.
To make the stamps become of any real use
I should want about 500.000. Up to the
present date I have received a little over
59.000, for which I am very thankful. The
following are the names of the donors and
the numbersFrom Western Australia
Mr. li. Wright, Perth, 2.261; Mr J. G.
Scott, Upper Preston, 946; Mrs Thomson.
Fremantle, 568: Mr. Turion, Guildford,
255; Mr. Bhnsidge, Fremantle, 313; Mr.
Scott, Gooseberry Hill, 502 ; Mr. A Dell,
Perth, 191; Mr. Mold. Beaconsfield, jo;
Miss E. King, Perth, 1799: Mr. Illingworth
and Son, 968 ; Miss Turion, Guildford,
645; Miss Ford, Fremantle, 477; Mrs.
Scherer, Fremantle, 129; Mrs. Bell. Fre­
mantle, too. 1 rum South Australia: Miss
D Fisher, N Adelaide, 2,593; Post-cards,
128; Mias A. M. Koster, Norwood, 2,300.
Mm. Gale, Dews, 650. Total, 59,458. From
Mr. S. Brice, Little Collins-st, Melbourne,
1 have received a parcel cf stampj, collected
by several Sunday schools and friends, con­
taining 45.000. The rest are stamps which
have been sent direct to me

Stamps for this mission may be sent
cither to Mr. S. Brice, 213 Little Collins-
street, Melbourne; or direct to me tn care
of Messrs. Tucker and Thomson, Tinsmiths,
llcnry-st, Fremantle, W A.

Guddford, Nov. 14. F. Jensen.

Church News.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

Mr Pittman has come over to S. A to
to labour for about three months at Glenelg
until the arrival of J. Colbourn?

Mr Percy Pittman and his wife were here 

fur two days, while the Orizaba was at an­
chor, on their way to England. They left
on Christmas day.

The members of the " Women's Bible
Claw." by the kindness of the president,
were favored with a visit to the Hilh on
Saturday, December 7th. The party, num­
bering about 60, included the lady teachers
of the Sunday school and a few sisters of
the church, gathered at the North Terrace.
R S , at two o'clock After a pleasant ride
through our beautiful hilh and valleys, in
which pretty vistas of the sea opened now
and again to our view, we arrived at " Black­
wood." and a few minutes' walk found us in
a lovely vale selected for our rendezvous.
As soon as all were seated »o( course, in
various and pidure^que fashion) refresh­
ments were handed round, and the delicious
and mo it acceptable "cup o' tea" was not
forgotten After a rest various garnet were
engaged in, although tome preferred a
scramble up the hills and others a ramble
along the side of the creek. At six o'clock
the tea-urn claimed our hostess' attention,
to which, with the edibles so amply pro­
vided, full justice was done by the guests.
Time and opportunity were fully availed of
for mutual exchange of thought in little
chats one with another, and at the clo,c a
very hearty vote of thanks was given to
Mrs Henshaw fur a most enjoyable outing.
Before wending our way to the Blackwood
station all joined in singing that well known
hymn, " T’n religion that can give " The
evening was perfed, and helped to render
the return journey all that could be desired,
and. of course, we " Felt like singing all the
time " We arrived at the Adelaide station
at nine o'clock, where we separated with
happy memories of a very pleasant picnic.

E. Bloor, See.

Mallala.—Since our last report we have
the pleasure of being able to report ten ad­
ditions to the church here through faith and
obedience, for which we are glad Since the
commencement of the year, which is near to
its clo-e, there have been eighteen received
into fellowship four by letter and fourteen
by obedience, two of whom have fallen
asleep. We pray and hope for more yet to
render obedience.

Our Bro. DeNesi has just finished live
weeks of labor with the church here, which
has stirred upoppo.ition against the simple
truth as It is told in the Book, which be
has told simply, faithfully and plainly 1'he
trophic. arc tea precious • oub. whereof both
him and we are glad Our work will lv to
watch over them and strive to lead them
into a fuller light and knowledge id the
truth,-o that they may befitted to continue
steadfast against all opposition May the
Lord give greater blcs .ings still to lie with
<>ur brother win rwt-r he may be called upon
to labor.
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Last Lord's Day the mid the I.ord's Day
•chool was re-opened, when Uro DeNesi
had the pleasure, at the unanimo-is desire
of the church, of placing Bro Millar in the
position of superintendent over It There
were thirty scholars present to start with.
We intend this to be the church nursery.
May the f-ord bless our labors, and help us
to be faithful in the discharge thereof.

Dee. 25. B. Marshman.

North Adelaide —On Sunday morning
Dee 22nd. Miss Amy Foyle was received
into fellowship, having previously been a
member of the church at Wiliunga. and at
night the man was immersed who was taken
ill just as he was about to be baptised be­
fore A young man. previously baptised by
Mr If- D. Smith of Hindmarsh, has also
applied for union with the church.

Norwood. — The last few weeks have
proved very trying indeed to many of our
mnmbers who have been suffering from
influenza I am pleased to state that,
although several were very ill, and neat to
death, the Lord has answered the prayers
ut the church and raised them up again
Our mrctingi have not been quite so well
attended during the past month, but last
Lord's day we had splendid meetings again.

There arc no additions to rejwrt for
December thus far, but some arc on the
way we feel sure, and we hope ere long to
report further accessions

On Wednesday evening, Dec. tSth, our
choir gave a special choral service, accom­
panied by scriptural readings, which were
much enjoyed by those present They will
l<e rqicatcd by the choir at the Destitute
Asylum. We propose holding a watch-
night service on New Year's live, and will
will welcome the New Year. May God
grant that it will l»e a joyous year filled with
blessed service by every disciple of Jesus
Christ for the glory of the King.

Ibec. xph. 1895. A. C. R.

WEST AUSTRALIA

!T:imasii.e —We are still existing as a
church, though our prolonged silence would
lead probably to a different conclusion Our
secretary is very busy and may have forgot­
ten ; no doubt he will make up for lost time
when he starts again 1 have resigned as
evangelist to the church, and Bren A E
lllingworthand II Sy monspreach the gospel,
they arc highly esteemed and likely to be
successful in the work The meetings keep
up, especially the evening meeting. I bap­
tised two since last report and received two
by letter. We believe that the seed sown
by our brethren will bring forth fruit in due
season The S S. held a picnic on the 21x1
of Oflobcr last at Claremont The superin­
tendant, Bro J I’ Ballot ocn , had matters
under hb control, and, accompanied by the

teachers, he very soon set things moving.
The Perth school joined us on the occasion.
and the union was indeed a pleasant one.
There was quite a number of visitors. Bro.
J. P. Ballot has given us some real soul-stir­
ring morning addresses lately, full of spir­
itual food We wish all our brethren and
sisters in the eastern lands a happy new
year, full of blessing temporal and spiritual.

Dee. 17. Hv. Fotin.
----- o-----

HOME MISSIONS-

Digest of Victorian Missionaries' reports:—
W. D. Little.—At Kaniva things are going
on quietly and harmoniously. At N. Yanac
we arc hoping that some of these who listen
intently and manifest such interest will soon
obey. The brethren at Bordertown (S A.,)
sent us on this tims to Buckingham, where
we broke bread and gave an address. On
the following day in company with Bro.
Spotswood visited nearly every house about
Mundallx Two who were formerly im-
mened have united with us.

Gro. W. Browne.—Nov. 24th was spent
was spent with the brethren at Mandarvalc,
near Ifojvcloun. They decided to start a
Sunday School at that place. Dee. 1st,
morning at Warracknabcal, afternoon at
Bruin, and evening at Galaquil. On Thurs­
day, the 5th Dec . baptised a young married
woman upon the confcstion of her faith in
Jesus Dee. Sth, Mcrung Galaquil morning
and afternoon, evening, Galaquil East.
Thursday 12th. I baptised the husband of
the young woman mentioned and his brother
at the Groy melton Baptist Chapel. These
two young men a»c the sons of our esteemed

' Bro Jellett. of Murtoa. Dee. 15th, was at
Galaquil in the morning. Bruin afternoon,
and at Galaquil again at night. At this
service one young man confessed his faith
in Christ, and will be baptised this day.
U c have had a season of rejoicing, and pray
it may continue.

Titos Hai.gcr —Since last report have
visited all the churches in the circuit, ex­
cept Wedderburn. Before leaving Echuca
one young lad confessed Christ. Lord's
day. November aph. was spent at Kyabram
Tuesday, preached at Merrigum. Wednes-
day. at Bro Morgans. Kyabram East
Dee. 1st, was at Kerang East. Dee. and.
preached at Murrumbit to a splendid galhcrl
ing Since that dale have ht^l services nt
Mystic Bark, Benjeroop and Fish Point
At Kerang l ast held a baptismal service on
■ he bank of the creek, thereafter baptised a
young man His decision uas largely the

; result of conversation, he has had with
Brethren Black and King Alter a viij| o(
two day. to Yar raw al la, came in to lerni
hurst Mu wjtb thc chutch
morning and preached in thc evening at

Dee. xGlb,

OUR BUDGET.
--------- :o:----------

We hope all thc Victorian churches will
join In the Annual Colledions next Lord's
day.

In future the heading •• Editorial Notes"
will not appear, as we have decided to merge
that department into "Our Budget."

Bro. A. Stewart, Rosstown, is now secre­
tary of the church al Murrumbecna rice
Bro. C. Newham, who has resigned.

Bro J. Kingsbury of Sydney is now on a
visit to Melbourne. We were very pleased
to sec him and renew our old acquaintance

We call the special attention ot our read­
ers to Bro. G. Cosh's advertisement on
the third page of our cover. Write for fur­
ther information.

We arc requested to state that W. W.
Tomlinson has been withdrawn from by the
unanimous decision of thc churches al
Kaniva and Lillimur.

We understand that Bro. Selby intends
paying a visit to New Zealand for a few
weeks. He will probably leave Melbourne
about thc 15th January.

We are asked to remind the Sisters of
thc prayer and praise meeting to be held
January roth. Swanston-st. Leflurc Hall, j
o'clock. All Sisters arc cordially invited to
be present.

Mrs. Robert Conning, of thc church in
Ascot Vale, died last week. Mrs. Conning
was a woman well known In thc churches in
and around Melbourne for her high Chris­
tian character and zeal in the cause of
Christ. We will no doubt receive a suit­
able obituary notice in due time.

A few brethren and sisters arc at present
spending a holiday at Mordialloc Last
Lord's day 14 met in thc local Mechanics'
Institute in thc morning and had a pleasant
and profitable meeting. There were present
members from Lygon-st., Brunswick, North
Melbourne and Newmarket. Bro. Timmins
presided, and Bro. McLellan addressed the
meeting.

Bro. B. A. Dickson preached at the chapel,
Campbcll-st.. Sydney, Lord's day, Dec. 22,
on his return journey to Brisbane. We
understand he has received an offer from
the officers of thc Sydney church (subjeft
to thc approval of thc members) to labour
with them at thc end of Bro. J. Colbournc'u
term Bro. Dickson has intimated his
probable acceptance of the offer, but noth­
ing decisive can yet be announced.

Announcement.—Our issue of Jan. jo
will contain four additional pages of read­
ing matter. The enlargement of that num­
ber is required In order to publish in
complete form Dr. Verco'r. paper on "The
Superhuman Claimsuf Jesus. An argument
lor the Truth of the Bible " As it is not
our intention to reproduce this able and
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interesting paper in pamphlet form, a few
extra copies of the Standard will be printed.
Early orders requested.

Handel's Messiah Is one of the master­
pieces of sacred music. Il loses nothing
with age, but ever seems to be new. It has
a record which no musical creation of the
same magnitude can rival. Take for in­
stance, the fad that for over forty years it
has been given in Melbourne every Christ­
mas night, and is still listened to with in­
creased delight. The secret of its longevity
is, that it is the grandest theme set to the
grandest music.

We have received a copy of the Gospel
Preacher advertised on our last page. The
names of the writers are a sufficient guaran­
tee of the genuine worth of the contents of
the book. It is certainly a marvel of cheap*
ness, as It is well printed on good paper and
nicely bound. The Austral Co. is certainly
doing a good work in placing within the
reach of the churches of Australasia such
good literature at such a low price. The
book should be scattered broadcast through­
out the colonies.

'•The Editor of the ChnitjJrlfhijn Un­
masked " is the title of a pamphlet written
by Geo. Cornish. The editor of the ChrhtJ-
dtlfhiju is Mr. R. Roberts, the gentleman
who prudently declined to meet Uro. Selby
in open debate, and Mr. Cornish is a mem­
ber of the Christadelplan organisation
which has separated from the party meet­
ing in M.U. Hall.

Mr. Cornish charges Mr. Roberts with
teaching that “GcdJtf.leJ the man- Adam
—and through him all his posterity," also
that he teaches that "thia defilement was
transmitted to all Adam's posterity;" and
as the I-ord Jesus was a Son of Adam (Luke
j: 23. 3*0 "di as "Son of God," He
loo was defiled, Il being transmitted to him
through his mother " Mr Corni>h con
tinues: “This man (Robert Roberts) has
taught this for years, and has reaped a rich
harvest from his poor ignorant dupes, who
have been paying him exorbitant prices for
his writings, thus keeping him in luxury
and leisure to blaspheme the "Name of the
Father and the Son,’ and is prosing him to
be the Anti - Christ of the nineteenth
century." The true nature cf Ckriitj-
dtlfhijHttm as taught by Mr Roberts is
thus being brought to light by one of his
erstwhile disciples.

One by one the pioneers of the churches
in the>c colonies arc passing away to their
eternal rest. A few weeks ago we had to
record the death of our venerable Uro. Bur­
ford of South Australia, now we have to find
a place in our obituary column for Bro Jas
Buttars of New Zealand Nearly forty y cars
ago,lie, with a few others founded the church
in Dunedin, and ever since he has been loyal
to the truth. The.e veterans of the cause 

were worthy of all honour in their lives, and
now that they are no longer with us, the
recollcdlon of their steadfast, unflinching
loyalty to the truth, should enable us to
emulate their firm and constant adhesion
to "the truth as It Is in Jesus."

S.S. Union.—The music for the cantala
Is now available. As there are only a few
copies, besides those already bespoke, ob­
tainable, schools in need of same should at
once order. There is a great run on this
music, and copieswill shortly be unobtain­
able in the colonies. O.N., i/G; Sol-fa, fid.
The particulars of the 1896 examination
have been forwarded to all schools. We
hope that upon receipt of same they will
receive the consideration of teacher*, and
that the fads will be announced to the
scholars urging them to compete. Much
time and trouble would be saved if the
scholars (and teachers too) were persuaded
to at once enter for the examination, and so
commence careful and systematic study of
the lessons as they come in order, instead
of leaving the bulk of the preparation until
the close of the quarter. In view of the
Increasing interest in the examination and
the additional prizes ottered, entries should
be very large E. F. Ryall, Sec.

OUR PORTRAITS of representative 1
brethren wili appear in carh alternate issue
of the SlnJjiJ. As will be seen, in this
issue there is an excellent likeness of our
esteemed brother, Dr Magarcy.of Adelaide,
SA. Owing to pre.sure of professional
duties he was not able to send us an article
to accompany his portrait. Bro Magarcy.
however, is well-known to the brotherhood,
especially to those of South Australia. He
spent his student-life in Melbourne, and dur­
ing that time he was a member of the Lygon-
street Church. He has always taken a
great interest in Sunday School work and
in connexion with the church at Grote st.,
Adelaide, has doue good service in that
department. As a member nf the legis­
lative Council his voice and vole has
always been on the side of those measures
which serve to "promote the greatest good
for the greatest number " and conserve the
best interests of the colony with which he is
identified.

A Word or Cheer for 1896—"Time
flics swiftly. The bells at the midnight
hour chime out across the silence, and lol
the last brief moments of the d^ing year
have fled, and the new has come Memory
may be busy with the old road that lie-. I>c-
hlnd. but the fret shall tread it never more
It may have been marked by many n failure
and many a fall, and for this I desire to lie
low in abasement and penitence God is
kind. He is merciful; and while I confess
before Him, 1 know ho forgive 1. for He can­
not lie And now that the gate has opened,
1 will look forward, and 1 will look glad
comely and laopcfully \\ liy should I gaze 

doubtingly adown the vei'ed vista? Why
fear? Why yield to furboding? Having
revolved that my walk shall be with God. it
is enough; all my future is in Hit hand.
He knows every step of my way. He is the
Suprcmely-good. He is the All-wise. He
Is the Ever-faithful He is the Omnipotent
One. To me it belongs, simply Io go for­
ward in His strength Hath He not spoken
the comforting and blessed words, "The
Eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath
are the everlasting arms.

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.
--------- o---------

MACE.—On Nov 19th Sister Mace passed
away to be with Christ at the age of jo.
She was baptised into Christ in the chapel
in Kermode st, North Adelaide, about 18
months ago, and since then has been attend­
ing whenever she could Our sister was a
deaf mute; hence all the services that she
attended she was in company with her
husband or mother, both of whom spoke to
her through signs and the dumb alphabet.
But her bright face was radiant when at
our meetings, for, though dumb, she com­
muned with her Lord. The baby, a few
days old when the mother passed away, has
also died None will miss Sister Mace more
than her widowed motlar. Sister Robinson,
who also i . in Christ, and who lived with
her and her husband, and who was every­
thing to her daughter. May the laird keep
our Bro Mace and the one child which re­
mains, also may He sustain the aged mother
and help them all to remain faithful to the
end J.C Dickmi.n.

TAYLOR.-On Dec. 171I1 our dear Bro.
William Taylor fell asleep in Christ. He
had been suffering some lime v.ith con­
sumption. but the disease wts rapid in its
development, for he was ap]urcntly strong
and energetic until witttin about 6 months
of his death. He was .*7 years of age. and
had been Lr years a faithful member of the
Church of Christ. Sydney, having given
himself to the Lord about i.| years ago.
Being of a genial temperament and very-
kind hearted, he was loved by all who knew
him. The deepest sympathy was felt for
him and his dear wife just prior to his
decease Their two dear little girls. Ivy
and Amy, passed away to l>c with the Lord
within eight days of each other with

' meningitis, their ages rc pectiveh being two
years, and Amy four months Then two
days later be joined them in the Im Iter land
Thus In ten days three loved onet from the
small family circle were gathered home
One dear little boy remains to cheer the
widowed mother Our sympathies and
prayers go out to and fur the many here vved
mics May the good Lord suslaln the
widowed mother, the darling boy and the

I brothers and sister-., and all beuaved ones
who loved the departed ones with the deep-
e.t afluliun. J Culuolu.vl
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BUTTARS.—A truly noble life hasendid
On Friday. Oth December, our esteemed
Bro James Buttars fell asleep in Jesus at
the home of his daughter, Mrs A R Hislop.
Wellington

Br<>. Buttars was a very old and faithful
followrr of the Lord Jesus Bom near Blair
Gowrie, Perthshire. Scotland, Sept , 1819.
where his early days were spent, he then
removed Io Edinburgh, where he came to a
knowledge of the truth as it is in Je-us un­
der the preaching of our well-known brother,
the late Thomas Milner; in 1849 he bad
the pleasure of teeing his wife baptised in
the following year He afterwards removed
to Compar, Fife, and from there left fur
Dunedin. N Z .in 1857 Finding no church
there advocating a return to primitive Chris­
tianity, but meeting with a few brethren who
had been connected with the church in Scot­
land. it was arranged that a meeting should
be held in Mr. Thomas Dick's house. With
the exception of Sister Buttars the first five
who formed the church in Dunedin have
now gone to their rest The early struggles
of the church of which Bru Buttars was
the moving spirit, was chararicriied by a
determination and faithfulness to duty. The
meetings were regularly held every brut day
of the week cither in his own home or in a
email hall when obtainable. The church
finally secured n modest structure of its
own. Through the preaching of Bren. II
S Earl and G. L Surber the building be­
came too small and a new structure was
again erected This again proving too small
the foundation stone of the present taber­
nacle was laid by Bro. Buttars in 1876.

About this time Bro. Bullari. left to take
up farming pursuits, but, turning out a very
unprofitable speculation, he had to abandon
it and went to live at Mataura, where he 1
remained about four years, where he was
prostrated v.ith a severe attack of influenza.
from which he never fully rallied. He
afterwards removed to Wellington. His
love to meet with his brethren around the
table and commune with his l^ord was n
privilege he never neglected, and in great
weakness and suffering he. with the assist­
ance of others, would wood his way to the
chajiel, but these seasons of joy and pleas­
ure had come to an end about three weeks
before he died. The evening before bis
death he called his family around him and
asked them to bring bread and wine, that
they might once mvre partake of the laird's
Supper Scarcely able to articulate the
words, he distributed the emblems to tho-.e
around, and the solemn feast was partakt n
of. That solemn occasion can never
be forgotten by tbo^c who were present
The following morning lie apjHarel to be
somewhat better, but at midday the end
unn, and. surrounded by his dear wife and
his three daugliti r.. Mn Ktrr, Mrs. Hi.lop
and Mr:. Gallic, biscoul px.xd from time

into eternity. The funeral was largely at­
tended by brethren and friends, the services
being conducted by Brethren Gray and
Wright, who feelingly portrayed his noble
life and example—a life of purity, faith,
holiness and devotion to God and His
urnice. May the Heavenly l ather grant
the sustaining power of His grace and the
consoling influences of His Spirit to that
companion in life who ministered so faith­
fully to his every want, and to his dear
daughters—the idols of a loving father's
heart.
"There is n calm for those that weep,

A rest for weary pilgrims found;
And while the mouldering ashes sleep

Low in the ground.
The soul of origin divine—

God's glorious image freed from clay —
In heaven's eternal sphere shall shine,

A star of day."
Wellington, Dec. tj. F. L.
THOMPSON.— The church at North

Adelaide has lost another of her members
in the person of Sister Thompson, who was
in her 73rd year. Our sister was baptised
when a girl in England, but w as not identified
with the Church of Christ until Jan. 15th,
1893, on which date she tcceivcd the right
hand of fellowship, and was received as a
member with us. Since then she has had
great joy in the Lord, and has indeed found
a home in the church. Sister Thompson
was at the morning meeting two weeks to
the scry day of her death, which resulted
from a fall down some steps. During her
illness she experienced much fraternal
sympathy, and many were the kind en­
quiries after her from one and another of
the N. Adelaide members. She appreci­
ated this very much, as did also her daugh­
ter (Miss Thompson), who also is with us in
Christ, and who lived with her mother.
We laid away to rest on Dec. 2nd the re­
mains of our sister in the beautiful little
cemetery on North Road, feeling assured
that it was only until the resurrection morn­
ing, for our sister was one of the faithful In
Christ Jesus. May her Christian walk
inspire us all to continue in well-doing unto
the end Her daughter has the sympathy
of all the church at North Adelaide. We
will miss her familiar faecal our meetings,
for she was always there to enjoy them.
But she entered into a well earned rest.

J. C Dickson.
BRENTON. Death has again visited us

at Unlcy, Bro. W F. Brenton having fallen
asleep in Jesus on December 9th, after a
lengthy jrrkxl of weakness, borne with
pitlencc and Christian resignation. Our
brother was In his 74th year, and the rand
of bis mcmbcrthlp in the Church of Christ,
having spent 46 years in the colonics. For
the last year or two of his life he had been
unable to fulfil its active duties, his nervous
.yJcm having given way. and it wa. with
difficulty he could walk the shone.t dis­

tance. He was not of a demonstrative
nature in his Christian life, but he had a
true and firm hold of its verities. His
faith in the certainty of eternal life was
dear, and he rejoiced in the prospect of that
reward that awaits all the people of God.
He has left a widow to mourn her loss,
but she sorrows not as tho^c who have no
hope. We sympathise with her, and pray
that she may feel the sweetness of the
Father’s love in this her hour of trial.

M. W. G.
PICKERING.—We regret to Itave to re­

cord that our Sister Pickering, of the
church at Newmarket, has had a sad be­
reavement through the loss of her daughter
Lena. She died on the 22nd Nov-., at the
ago of 22. Wc heartily sympathise with
Sister Pickering and the family in their
great loss. Bro. Pittman conducted the
funeral service There was a large attend­
ance which testified to the esteem in which
the deceased was held.

ACKNOWLEDOnENTS.
------ o-------

RESCUE HOME.
Mr E. Hulmc, per Mrs. II. Lee, 10;-: J.

Spotiswood, S. A., 6/3; Sistc- Ames, N.
Melbourne, £1; Mr. R. Rowles, Warren,
N S W.. £t; Col. Box, E.E.H., 7/7J ; Col.
by Miss Ker, Sydney, to/-; Col. card. Mis.
J. Evans, Mysia, £1/7 '6; Mission room. N.
Adelaide, £r ; Miss Thompson’s Box, Nth.
Adelaide, £1 ; Mrs. Henshaw, £2 ; Dr.
Vcrco, £21 ; Mrs. Richardson, 7/6

Armadale, Vic Jos. Pittman.

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Bro.and Sister Mann, Walhalla, £1 25 6d ;

North Fitzroy, £1; Suqilus of collection at
special meeting, Mordialloc. 3/3. Total,
£2 53. «>1.

259 Lil. Collins-st, W. C. Craigie

Melbourne. Treasurer.

SU BSC RI PT1ONS RECEIVED
J. Smith. 40,-; Hurcomb, 25/-; Corran,

21,6; R. Pattison, 20/-; Barrcngcr, 168;
C. A. Ball, 15/-; C. H. Clothier, to-; —
Doidge, 7,6; E. Gole, 7 •; Thos. Smith, J.
N'cily, II. B. Gilmour, L. H. Robinson, P.
Brcmncr, II Scott. Flisher, 5/-; B. Jen­
kins, to/-.

Malcolm McLlllan, Manager,
548 Elizabeth st . Melbourne.

Advertisement.
------ o-------

TO LET.
TWO OR THREE ROOMS, furnished

or otherwise No attendance. Mru 1*.
I.udbrook. "Ivy Dene," William-street,
Brighton


