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markable in the principles on which
studies of every kind an: founded.
Comparative examination of inde­
pendent fails is now the basis for nil
true knowledge, and the comparison
grows ever wider. The slow growth
of the future' from the past is ac­
cepted as explaining all that has
happened in our world, and the
decay of all that once flourished is
not less to be remembered in tracing
history aright. Lieut. Conder first
discusses the beginning of things.

JSJHE FIRST HOME OF THE
Vp RAC E.—-After referring to the

Mosaic record of Creation, he
goes on to ask whether science and
the Bible are agreed as to the first
centre of the race, and as to the his­
tory of its dispersion over the earth,
and says:—“ The verdict of science

to the Roman. In his introduction I is that in the palaulithic period man
Lieut. Col. Conder points out what 1 appeared in Asia on open plains, in
is more and more manifest, that 1 a temperate or sub-tropical region,
“never was the Bible more read . where seeds, game and fish abounded
or more earnestly studied than now: to become first a hunter, then a
for -imperfect though they be—the . herdsman, finally a tiller of the toil,
means of understanding it daily be- as witnessed by the succession of
come more and better. The same pala olithic remain . in Europe. Thi •
spirit of freedom and love of truth J home wa.< borne where in the plateaux
which hl to its being rendered in j of 1‘ci-ia or farther cast, and to such
the vulgar tongue lead u • till Io i a centre the-traditions uf many early
cLiim to read and study its page-, rac- ■ point alike. . . . Th ludyof
without limit:, wt to I hr right of i language >. oar only guid- in thi.
private judgment." “Within th1 ; dun age <>l e.nly migi.it'ii, 1 tit the
pn. » nt century,” lit ■ a><>,’*wc have evidet u-. such a> it i . all | mt. to
witncs rd not only the recovery of lone condu- m. It i adnutt* J that

• ' ; I for i« • < I knuwh I ,la th mi of d d I ■ nt . the

Current Topics.
JITHK BIBLE AN DTHE EAST.

The current number of IL:
▼ A’r;.1 Jt,Y gives an interesting

review of a new volume entitled
“ The Bible and the East,"’ by
Lieut.-Col. C. R. Conder, from
which we have taken the following
extracts: Lieut.-Col. C. K. Conder,
who has so long been identified
with Palestine Exploration, seeks
to show the bearing of exploration
and monumental study on the under­
standing of the Bible. To do this
he conforms roughly to the order of
the books of the Old and New Tes­
tament, and Inals in order the
virion, questions of history, civili­
zation, hi« i.Umc, and religion in
various :ig> s, from the patriarchal!

I ! , rowfh of ■ I . :i r. t i ■ . th ' llt< .
un painful gilbtnng <4 .mknoan'ia Western \• u, : tl.- Mt
(a la, but icvulutiuir. nut l-.-a re J time, of vartuuj far I’.c • of p.;. ti

are found." The study of race and
language, say- Mt. Conder, t '.ill
in its infancy ; but no di.< -a.ry • f
brii me forbid - us to i-r.umt that
man may have originally d- •
sccndtd from a single human pair,
living in \V< stern Ast i an I pt .dung
a language of the simple t cl meat .
from which all human tp. .ch i . .
been built up in time. Th Euro­
pean, the Asiatic, ami the Amer can
have all in common, the • lory ul a
Flood from which their ami t-i ■
cscapid, and this tradition Mi.
Conder thinks i. another mark ol
common origin. “Im arh r I? ■
times such catastrophe. ate wit­
nessed by the piles of bom - cf
beasts who ptrithtd in tl.c uplan ! ■,
where they found tciugc hum th.-

I rising title. The vaiiath n... c! th--
[ blood story indicate rather a <
mon memory, handed down ly
tradition, than any buttoning U a
later finished talc.

qOM 1. I N i l.li I > i 1 Nt.
A> POINTS, in ..

ter <I C ‘ : | ' .
minute accuracy <d the O.’J li la

I meat record. 1 ‘ . - H • - -

: , y I
I th- ;;! -nd. at- I l‘ M- '- > -'
I tl II: . • . ' .
11 it i □ t . t fl ' ■ '
I d ii ■' null i. • • nt ■
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those who set aside its dales and its
geography as fabrications of a late
priesthood." In discussing the
written form of the Pentateuch
Col. Conder says that before the
growth of monumental knowledge
the argument which used to be
maintained, that the Pentateuch
could not have existed in written
form among a people who were
ignorant of letters, falls to the
ground. " It is certain that in
Moses' age a knowledge of writing
was widely spread in Western Asia
.... there were three distintfl
systems of writing in use." But
fatfls arc given to show that the
alphabet had not come into use in
fifteenth century u.c. The oldest
alphabetic text known which can be
dated with certainty is the Moabite
stone, about 900 u.c.

Funnelling 700 u.c.—
V* Lieut.-Col. Conder has re­

produced sketches of several
of the wonderful stones which recent
research has discovered, such as the
Moabite stone, the Hamath stone,
and the Siloam inscription. In
many rcsperfls the most wonderful
is the latter—the Siloam inscription
at the Pool of Siloam. It dates
from about 700 u.c., and is written
in pure Hebrew. It is a most ex­
traordinary example of the confirm­
ation which is ever increasing as to
the accuracy of the Old Testament
story. In 2 Kings 20 and verse 20
we read, " now the rest of the ac'ls
of Hezekiah, and all his might, and
how he made the pool, and the con­
duit, and brought water into the
city, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings
of Judah ?" Again, in 2 Chronicles
32 and verse 30 we read: "This
same Hezekiah also stopped the
upper spring of the waters of Gihon,
and brought them straight down on
the west side of the city of David."
The two quotations refer to the
great aqucdutfl and the Pool of
Siloam made to collctfl the water
supply of Jerusalem, which still
exist. About 700 u.c. an inscription

was written on this aqueduct; and
on July 15, t88r, two English en­
gineers, Lieuts. Conder and Mantel),
made a "squeeze" from it, and lo!
we are carried back 2,500 years,
and sec the men at work making
the " conduit," for the inscription
reads:
The cutting. Now this is the method of

the cutting! while the workers raised
the axe each to his fellow, and three cubits

were left, each heard the voice of the
other calling

to his fellow, for there was an excess of rock
to the right and . .

the cutting, the workers hewed each to
meet his fellow, axe to axe, and there
flowed

the waters from the spring to the pool a
thousand two hundred cubits, and . . .

cubit was the height of the rock [over the
heads of the workers ?]

Here wc have the story of the St.
Gothard Tunnel told thousands of
years before it was begun : The
point of juntflion referred to in the
above inscription was determined,
by the Survey Party of which Lieut.
Conder was a member, near the
middle of the tunnel, and the length
as chained proved to be 1,200 cubits
of about 16 inches, which length of
cubit also agress with the measure­
ments of the Galilean synagogues
and of the Temple ramparts.

Lieut. Conder’s book is rather for
the expert than the general reader,
but all who carefully study it will
find it full of the deepest interest.

STINGING REBUKE. -The
following is from a sermon re­

cently preached in America:—"If
in the early days of Christianity, the
Apostle Paul went down to Rome,
and without a pulpit save the street
corner, without churches, or colleges,
or Bible societies, without ecclesias­
tical machinery of any kind, was, by
virtue of the omnipotence of the
gospel and the power behind it, able
to overthrow the heathen religious
systems in the heart of the empire,
ought not American Christianity of
to-day to be ashamed to confess its
inability to cope with a few hundred
foreigners who come in from year to

1 year ? The real trouble is that

modern Christianity is ceasing to be
Christian. There are Americans
and Canadians by birth or adoption
high in church or state who are an
infinitely greater menace to civil and
religious freedom than thousands of
the half-cultured and half-civiliscd
immigrants who come here from
Europe. It is wickedness in high
places and not in low that is the
supreme curse lo any country."
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THE IDEAL CHURCH OF
THE NEW TESTAMENT.

"ECCLESIa" OU "CHURCH."

Tt is generally admitted that the
JT translators of the Bible have
T been successful in giving a very
fair rendering of the original tongues
in which the Old and New Testa­
ments were written. In one notable
instance, however, they failed to
translate where translation was easy,
while in another they insisted on
translating when the preservation of
the original word would have been
better. There was no scholarly
excuse for anglicising the Greek
word baftizo, while there was ample
reason for retaining the Greek word

Sult.il/lhn
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ecclesia. In the first case a good
English equivalent is found in the
word “ immerse," but in the second
a very inefficient substitute is found
in the word “ church." The Greek
word kuriakos, which is given by
some as the root of the English
word “church," cannot be said to
have the same significance as the
word ecclesia. “ The latter word is
“ derived from eccleo ‘ to summon ’ or
•call out,’ and was used by the
Greeks in the Saviour's day to de­
note the lawful summoning of the
free citizens together on matters of
common or civil business, and so
used in contradistinction on the one
hand to yrragegr/r, a mere ccngrcgath. n
or gathering of all classes without
legal warrant and for any purpose,
and on the other hand in contrast
with fanegyris, a ‘festive convoca­
tion’ or ‘joyful assembly' of the
whole people. Its exaft appropri­
ateness to the gathering together of
the people to the Shiloh, in obedi­
ence to His call or summons by the
gospel, is most manifest. In the
assembly of the saints we have all
that is implied in this expressive
word. They do not come together
without command, their meeting is
not inordinate, they meet not as
unprivileged persons, they assemble
not for sinister ends, but as the
called of the Lord, as the fully
enfranchised citizens of the kingdom
of heaven; they arc convoked by
the mandate of the great King on
business of state and common in­
terest (i Cor. 5 : 4)." <

•• When a language has not the ,
corn el r< presentativc of an impor- .
tanl word, the idea of v.hich nquire s
expression in the translation, the 1
proper course is to assimilate and I
introduce the term in question. 1
Now, if v.c except r. th' J
Engh-h language baa no word ex r
aelly synonymous with that of the a
Messiah’s u left ion. 'I he word c.
.UAla, no similarity of meaning v 

I to it; congregation is the equivalent
: of the Christ-rejefting and-rejected
I synagogue. Assemby is no more
I expressive than congregation; con-
: vocation is nearer, and therefore
’ better; it denotes call—a calling to*
i gether, but it wants the peculiar
i thought of the divinely chosen term
t —the idea of calling cut. Yet this is
• a chief peculiarity of the true char­

acter and position of the Christian
Ecclesia. It is a people called out
of the world, a peculiar, a purchased,
a separate people. No church that
stands in amalgamation with the
world—the unconverted or unregen-
eratc—possesses that which is an
essential attribute of the Ecclesia of
God."

“CALL," “CALLED," “CALLING."

We have thus quoted at length,
from Milner’s Messiah’s Ministry,
as a fitting introduction to the con­
sideration of this most important
theme. And having had placed
before us the true significance of
the original word which is rendered
church in our English version of the
scriptures, we will be better able to
appreciate the words “ call," “ called,"
and “calling," which are frequently
found in the writings of the New
Testament. The consideration of
the word ecclesia in connection with
these words opens out the fine
harmony of thought which runs
throughout a number of Scripture
words and phrases. In the parable
of the Marriage Feast given by our
Lord the servants are sent out to
(all in those who were “bidden;"
an evident allusion to the Gospel
call or summons. Elsewhere those
who have heard the tall and obeyed
it arc demominated the calleJ, and
these in turn ate exhorted to walk
worthy of their high calling in Christ
J. tl .. lb Hl th' t<. Hi> ;•
mfying “(ailed out," is an eminently !
appropriate designation f ir the (kk; h
of God. We arc not now wrilii ;
with any intention of urging that

we should abandon the English
word church for the Greek word
ecclesia—the former has become ten
deeply imbedded in our forms 1 f
speech to lie easily removed—all
that we desire is that in our usage
of the modern word wo do not forget
the meaning of the ancient one, for
which it now stands.

"CHURCH” ANU "KINGDOM."

Just here, it seems appropriate to
enquire what relation the words
"church" and “kingdom" hive to
each other. Are they synonymous
terms, or if not, what relation do
they bear to each ether? Before
answering this question it will be
well to notice that the phrase “king­
dom of God" is dominant in the
Gospels, while that of “church"
occupies the more prominent place
in the Epistles. The burden of the
preaching of John the Baptist an 1
of Christ and His disciples was
“ The kingdom of heaven is .it
kattJ"; but after the ascension of
Jesus there is not a single instance
on record either in the Ads of the
Apo..tlcs or the Epistles in which
this message is urged or even re­
peated. The nearest approach we
have to it is found in Acts H: u, in
which it is said that th ? Samaritans
believed the things which Philip
preached “concerning the kingdom
of God and the name of Jesus
Christ," a very natural statement if
the kingdom had come in any sense
at all, and an evident intimation of
a surrender of previously formed
opinions, ’Ihc sik-utc which tv
thii'U [bout tl A.. • J tl • E
in relation to th- intrn-dy car:: _t
m< i.igc fount! in the G - ■! , “ that
the kit 1 . . 1 ! i.
can only !■ • • at.1 G ■.:..y ex;J
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association of “church” and “king­
dom" in our Lord's blessing to Peter
shows that they are related terms.
“ On this rock I will build my
church;" “I will give unto thee
the keys of the kingdom of heaven."
Christ here represents His church
under the image of a fortress built
upon a rock, and to Peter were con­
signed the keys of this fortress.
Thus it is said of Eliakim : “ And
the key of the house of David will
I lay upon his shouldcr"(Isa. 22: 22);
he was to have the power of admit­
ting to or excluding from the king's
palace. It was Peter’s high privi­
lege to open the kingdom of heaven
for the admission of mankind. This
he did at Pentecost. Subsequently
when using the "keys" especially for
the benefit of the Gentiles he de­
fended his action in so doing before
the council of Jerusalem by saying:
“ Men and brethren, ye know that
a good while ago God made choice
among us, that the Gentiles by my
mouth should hear the word of the
Gospel and believe" (A<9s 15 : 7),
an undoubted allusion to our Lord's
blessing pronounced upon him.

The Kingdom of God under the
Mosaic dispensation consisted of a
"called out" (ccclcsia) nation—the
Kingdom of God under the Christian .
dispensation consists of a "called
out" (ecclesia) people, without re-
f.peel to nationality. Admission into
the first was obtained only by natural
birth; but in regard to the second
natural birth is of no avail—“ Ye
must be born anew." All the high
privileges conferred upon the Mo­
saic “Ecclesia" are transferred to
the Christian "Ecclesia"; hence
Peter says: “ Hut ye are an eletfl
race, a royal priesthood, a HOLY
NATION, a people for God's ov. n
persuasion." “ Here," says Plump­
tree, " the glories'that attach to the
company of believers in Christ are
brought before us in a mosaic of
Old Testament phraseology. The

‘chosen generation’ comes from
Isaiah 4-3: to, the ‘royal priesthood'
from the Septuagint of Exodus 19:
6, where the English version has
more accurately ‘ a kingdom of
priests,’ and ' a people for God's
own possession ’ is seen from the
context to have derived from Isaiah

43: 21." The church (or ecclesia) is
then in the mind of Peter a " king­
dom ol priests" and a “holy nation,"
thus abundantly identifying the
“church," with the “ Kingdom of
God." Whether the " church " ex­
hausts the idea of the “kingdom" is
a question we must consider in our
next issue.

A. C. RANK1NE.

A. C. RANKING.
----- :o:------

••There's a Divinity ihat shapes our ends,
Rough hew them how wc may."

I was born in the golden city of
Ballarat, Victoria, in the year of
grace 1865. Surrounded by Chris­
tian influences, my father and mother
being connciilcd with the Christian
Church. Early in life I was taught
to study the Word of God, and to
reverence it as such. Pennies and
half-pennies were offered me if |
would memorise so many verses of
Scripture while my parents were al
the house of God on the Lord's day

morning and evening. Sometimes I
was allowed to accompany them, but
it was not in me to be still during
service, so oftener I was left at
home. When about eight years of
age, my parents removed to South
Australia. Here I was sent to school
lor several years, and when about
the age of fourteen vain attempts
'’•ere made by the schoolmasU r, as
well as by some friends, to induce
me to continue my studies with a
view of becoming a Government
M-hool teacher. But I said "No."
Nothing Would suit me but farming.
I wanted to grub the big ti< < ,
plough the fields, sow the seed, reap
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the harvests, ride the wild horses,
put up the fences, &c. So arrange­
ments were made for me to proceed
to the south-eastern districts of
South Australia. I proceeded thither,
followed by my parents a year or
two later, when we crossed over the
Victorian border and settled in the
West Wimmera district. Here for
six years farming received my atten­
tion. I did all the things enumer­
ated above. Whilst in the Wimmera
I corresponded for two newspapers
— the Il'eeHy Times, of Melbourne,
and IJVwn.'rru Advertiser. This gave
me a fondness for journalism, and I
made up my mind to apply for a
position in the Daily Telegraph office, '
Melbourne, with which the IVeelly
Times was connected. But a journal­
ist 1 was not to be.

During my farming experience I
often thought of my lost condition
out of Christ. It often troubled me,
but again and again I resisted the
strivings of God's Spirit. I knew
the will of God, but I did it not.
No true happiness was mine, for I
was untrue to my conscience and
rebellious against God. Strange to
say, even whilst in this state, when
in the solitudes of the Australian
bush I used to stand before the trees
and endeavour to preach sermons.
The text that would generally oc­
cupy my mind the most was, “The .
fool hath said in his heart, there is
No God." This was the text from
which I preached my first ser­
mon alter becoming a follower of
Jesus Christ. When about twenty-
one years of age 1 determined to
serve God, and, “honour to whom
honour is due," largely through the
instrumentality of Bro. Gordon, sr.,
late of Strathalbyn, S.A., now de­
ceased, 1 decided to be immersed. ■
To tarry out this duty 1 travelled I
from the \1.loriat1 border to Ade­
laide, a distance of over 200 miles;
and in the I "nicy chapel Bro. Col-
bourne baptised me into Christ on a
confession of my faith in Him, on
the evening of June 2nd, 15*6.
Immediately after, still having an
earnest desire to devote myself
v.holly to the work of God, 1 de-
titled to proceed to the Bible College |
in Kentucky, America, to be further
intruded in the word of life, and to
I it- r lit my If for the M. ter’r
work. Here 1 remained two years,
and am ever thankful for having hatl
the honoured privikgi of being p. r-
miltcd to it at the feet of Mich |

studied under Bro. Gore in Adelaide,
and to him I owe a great deal. The
Norwood church, as many know,
through mismanagement, Arc., was
destroyed, and the chapel was closed
for some eighteen months. Efforts
were made by some of the Adelaide
brethren to re-open the chapel for
preaching services, and the work
had been going on for some little
time when 1 was asked by the
Evangelistic Committee to speak at
Norwood. I consented, and this
opened the way for me. My first
congregation numbered about twenty
souls. For the past seven years the
work in this district has received my
undivided attention. The Lord has
blessed our united labours, and a
large and healthy church with an
increasing influence for good is the
result. Wonderful are the ways of
God. I may say that when 1 came
to Adelaide to be immersed, I in­
duced Bro. Colbourne to go across
the Victorian border ami preach the
primitive gospel. There were few
members of the church of Christ in
that locality in those days save my
own immediate family. Bro. Col-
bourne's efforts were not in vain, as
several were gathered into the fold,
and thus the foundation of the work-
in the North-west Wimmera was
laid.

This brief sketch of my life would
be incomplete without mentioning
that my parents are still alive ami
now living in Vidoria. Tiny are, 1
believe, among the oldest disciples
in the colony. Further, I must not
forget to mention that three years
ago I determined to enter the matri­
monial state, and am thankful to
say that in the partner of my life 1
have one who helps me in every
way.

•• Etc since by faith I uv. the stream
Thy flowing wounds supply.

Redeeming lose hai been my theme.
And shall be till 1 die."

A. C. Kaxkise.

Correspondence.
MUSINGS Al l I It Illi. CONI I I;

I NCI.

I>1» IWlltl.
II n j i t rrtunicJ In m the ( a

I . ,11.-1.................... .1 !.••• • .
... it I ........I! 1 li ■■ ihm
. ; ! !. I ..!•■. ! ■ I- • ' .

i-.J, tht a annual father.iu.s d» 1 • • * !
1 ' j r at hear that the ■© d.. ail J t u .h.

ren I1n.1l •• shown a mere excellent way " To
say that no roo.1 spring* from cur Confer­
ence* i* a sweeping assertion. I* not legiti­
mate pleasure a g.soJ 1 Certainly it* cypo-
sitc, pain, I* an evil We teach our chi!.Iren

'Th religion that can give
Sweetest pleasures while we live,

and why do we. tinlc-a it i* be»au*e we
believe that "the living God gketh u*
richly all thing* t>> enjoy " ? I ccnfc -i that
1 found great pleasure in meeting with
kindred spirits, brethren ar. 1 diter* rej ic­
ing in the Mine bright h'.;»e of eternal life
through Jesus Christ our Lord. We met
there from various part* of the colony, were
able to we one another's coatiteaaM . • 1
ask after our welfare and the progress of
the churches in their localities. We met
after the labours of a year, and are again
scattered, hoping that in thgood pro-, i - ."Ce
of our Heatriily l ather the majority of ui
will meet at the neat E&Ucr gatberin . i r
doubtlc before then some who were at the
Conference cf 1896 will hive finished their
pilgrimage I’crctbly name will tay that all
the good I have mentioned Is -elf -gratifka
tlon True, but 1 have not said that th!* is
the only good In itself it i* a great
but the-c Confcicncei arc educational S1-
onion says in his Hook ol Proverbs, " Irc n
■diarpencth iron. *0 a man sharpeneth the
countenance of hl* frier 1. ‘ and sorely lie
mu t bo very cblux-, it there be ere. who
ha* not had his countenance shaqx-.td by
attending the Cunfertr.ee just d.'-rJ I • r
it has lx.cn a notable C- nferenu- Y. . the
Conference and the picnic that f: 1!. ..« I
were notable meeting*, notable, Lr the
amount cl controvcry was far ixyond that
of any previous gathering* kr,.... n to me
I know seme object to controversy. I t th?
lives cf our Lord and Hi* aportlc 1 were
th im <4 " ntinuc.1 1 •> • t • S|

Cunfertr.ee
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illegal for us 10 do so. The Master said:
•' Except a man be born of water and the
Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of
God." That door is wide enough to admit
every sinner who confesses his faith in Jesus
Christ and manifests his repentance towards
God, and narrow enough to refuse all who
will not comply. I noticed alarm was shown
by some at mention nf "baptismal regenera­
tion,” but there can be no necessity for
alarm so long as we acknowledge that it is
“not by works of righteousness which we
have done, but according to his mercy he
saved us, by the washing of regeneration
paver, or bath of regeneration; or, as
Rotherham translates It, "a bathing of a
new birth”] and renewing of the Holy
Ghost.” Dut the principal controversy was
over Uro. Dunn's essay. A remarkably
good paper, for which 1 trust room in the
Standard will be found. But, as I know
your pages are at this season crowded, 1
reserve my comments for next issue.

Just one word to say that while 1 am not
so anxious as some for a large muster of
paid preachers, but would greatly prefer a
number of honorary ones who would work
for love’s sake and not a pecuniary fee, 1
readily acknowledge that men have been
supported in the scattered rural districts
who could not have been unless the chur­
ches had combined for this purpose. In
this way the Conference docs good. An­
other word of caution. It Is from the editor
of the Hillt AJtcioh Hu had l>cen musing
after the jubilee, the fiftieth annual gather­
ing of the churches of Christ in Britain,
held last August In Leicester. He says:—
"We must hasten slowly. All experience
shows that if we appoint and support men
ns preachers simply because they are fluent
*‘|>cakcrs and able to make converts, we may
be giving the large influence which one in
this position has to those who w ill soon lead
us from the freedom whcrcunto we have
attained " Thia advice is well worthy our
attention In Australia.

Ballarat M.

Open Column.
——— :o:--------

[Ajttr the (le .It Zijj jtnhhe.t hit artiilts,
the C M.uftii, of HjIIjiji, will rt/ly}

----- o------
Till: SECOND COMING OF

CHRIST.
We saw in our first article that

Christ and His apostles had pre­
dicted that this age would end in a
similar manner to all previous ages,
that is, in utter failure. To our
mind, then, thr re is only one ho/c,
and that 1:, that the Master must
ccine. He who has “all authority in
heaven ami in earth." HE, who is

THE KING OF KINGS! The
only one who is entitled to rule and
reign. The only one who can bring
about peace and righteousness, and
that by His own personal rule.

Long ere this the Gospel should
have been carried to the uttermost
parts of the earth, or to put it in
Christ's own words, should have
been proclaimed “ for a witness
unto all nations," in order that the
last sinner may be gathered out of
the world, in order that the bride,
the church, may be complete, so
that the Bridegroom may come for
His bride.

No doubt much confusion has
arisen in the minds of many Chris- j
tians when examining this subject
by finding that Christ is sometimes
spoken of as coming for His people,
and at other times as coming with
His people. From our search of tiic
Scriptures we are satisfied that the
coming of Christ is divided into two
ails.

In the first ad the Lord will
descend into the air for his saints, as
taught in 1 Thess. 4 : 16-17—“ For
the Lord Himself shall descend from
heaven with a shout, with the voice
of the archangel and with the trump
of God: and the dead in Christ shall
rise first: Then we which are alite
and remain shall be caught up together
with them in the clouds, to meet the
Lord in the air," etc., etc. It is
certainly clear from this passage
that the Lord will come for His
people, and that they shall be caught
up to meet Him in the air. Indeed
if this did not take place it would be
impossible to understand the many
scriptures which speak of His coming
to this earth with His saints. Notice,
that in this passage there is not one
word about the wicked dead, or
judgment; it simply states that
Christ will take unto Himself the
righteous dead and living. Then
shall these passages be fulfilled :
Matt. 24: 40-41—“ Then shall two
women be in the field, the one shall
be taken and the other left. Two
women shall be grinding at the mill,
the one shall be taken ami the other
left." Also in Matt. 25: 1-18, in the
parable of the Wise and Foolish
Virgins, we have the wise taken
ami the foolish left behind or shut
out.

Thus when Christ comes f > His
people, it will for them alone; the
godless, the wicked, will remain on
the earth, and thus the mystery of
iniquity will have a clear field (2
Thc. s. 2 : 7), consequently the
wicked one or lawless one will

have full opportunity to rear his
head. Now wc can understand
what Paul means when he speaks
about “ perilous times in the last
days." Verily for a little while
Satan will have it all to himself.

In connection with the taking
away of the church, it should be
borne in mind that God in all pre­
vious ages removed or took away
His people before He executed judg­
ment, as, for instance, in the cases
of Enoch, Noah, and Lot.

In the second act, Christ returns
to this earth in great glory and
power, and is frequently spoken of
by the Old Testament prophets
(Zech. 14: 1-9; Ps. 2, etc., etc.).
The New Testament adds that when
He docs come in glory and power
He will be accompanied by His
people, who were previously caught
up to meet Him in the air, as de­
scribed in 1 Thess. 4: 16-17.

In Rev. to we find that when
Christ comes to this earth in judg­
ment He is followed by the armies
of heaven, and we affirm that these
armies consist of the saints or Chris­
tians who had already been caught
up to meet Him in the air. This
will be apparent if we turn back to
verses 7 and 8 of the same chapter.
We there sec stated that “ the mar­
riage of the Lamb is come,” and
the wife (the bride—the church) is

I ready, and it was granted that she
should be arrayed in fine linen,
which is the righteousness of the
saints. These saints then are the
armies which follow Christ when He
comes to this earth to smite them
with a rod of iron. There can be no
doubt about it, for it is plainly
stated in the 14th verse that the
armies were clothed in the “ fine
linen " previously mentioned as be­
longing to the saints (the wife, the
bride, the church), and thus it fol­
lows, as a consequence, that the
saints (the wife, the bride, the church)
must have previously been taken up
into heaven.

When He comes with his saints it
will be to take judgment upon the
living nations as recorded in 2 Thess.
1 : 7 and Jude 14 : 15—“ When He
shall be revealed from heaven..........
to take vengeace upon them that
know not God.”

I he references to the coming of
Christ in the New Testament as
well as the Old are so numerous that
we could occupy page after page, and
yet all of them agree in making tin-
coming of Christ to consist of the
two act*, we have briefly referred t
first, He is to come •• in the an
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for His people, the bride, the church.
Then Satan, in the person of the
“ lawless one,” is to have his own
way for a brief time. It icill be a ter-
bible time. Then follows the second
:ufi in His coming, which will be to
this earth, with His saints, to judge
the living nations, ns recorded in
Matt. 24 : 31-46.

In closing we would observe that
from the very many injunctions
made by Jesus and His apostles
to watch and wait for the Master
that the coining of Christ is the hole of
the church, not tne conversion of the
world, or death.

Let us hear Jesus and Paul once
more.

Jesus.—“ I 'will come again."
Paul.—“The Lord shall descend

from heaven.
Jesus.—“ 1 will receive you unto

myself."
Paul. — “Christians shall be

caught up to meet the Lord in the
air."

Jesus.—“That where I am, there
ye may be also."

Paul.—“So shall we ever be
with the Lord."

Jesus.—"Let not your hearts be
troubled."

Paul.—“Comfort one another
with these words."

Our only hofe is in the coming of
Christ!

Even so come Lord Jesus, come
quickly. F. (loom .

Wagga Wagga, April 29.

Sisters’ Page.
------- -:o:--------

••To walk worthy of the Lord unto all
ntouloK. bearing fruit in every good work,
and Increasing In the knowledge cl God."
Col. 1 to, u v.

Cemtnu»i:sti:ns far this sh::t!J It
allns-1 t[3 Miss Hsll, 23 Dlnhtin sturt.

The meeting was called to order
by Mrs. Huntsman. Our llilde les­
son was Colossians r, special stress
Itcing laid upon the 10th verse. The
correspondence included a h tier
from America and India. Miss
Thompson told of her work, and the
baptism of a young married woman,
whose husband had been bapti d
recently* A letter of thanks from
the. General Confcrtmc Secretary,
al o one from Sider .Mt . Gray.
*1 hr committers iu cunucctiun with
sI'.tcrs'prayir meeting, Dorcas and
hospital visitation were appointed.

It was resolved (d.v.) to hold a mis­
sionary meeting in Swanston strect
chape), Friday, June 5th. An ac­
count of the sutierings endured by
some of our brethren and sisters in
Armenia was read by Sister Maston.
We were reminded to send on
stamps for the Denmark Mission.
37 present. Next meeting, June 5.

SUNDAY SCHOOL REPORT.

Additions from schools: Footscray
2, South Melbourne 1, Prahran i,
Collingwood 1, Swanslon-street 1.
Nc-rth Fit; roy school has been visited.
Their number has suffered through
removals. Bro. Gole has charge of
the young women’s Bible Class, and
Bro. Cowley the young men’s. The
infant class numbers 57.

Swaiislon Sheet has the perfection
| of order, regularity and quietness.
Number present, 65.

Doncaster.—The morning school
has 89 on the roll, with an attend­
ance of 70. The afternoon school

I has 104 on roll, with an average of
I 75. They have a library ami mis­
sion box. This school takes the
premier place in the S.S. Union
examination. M. Hall.

DORCAS.
Park Street, Unity.—Again we have

an opportunity of reviewing our past
year’s work. We have held 19
meetings, having gone into recess
for three months during the summer.
The poor are not ncglctfled during
this period, as cases needing assist­
ance are referred to the sisters, who
give from the stock of clothing what
is required. The average attend­
ance has been small, but sufficient
sisters come to do all that is needed.
The society has made and distri­
buted 56 garments, also several par­
cels of clothing and 3 dozen yards of
material. Diretft monetary relief
has been afforded to the extent of
33'-. We have paid for material
/4 17s. Our friends have assisted
us by donations to the value of
-Ci 9 •• i°d., and from the churc h we
received £1 <>s. Our members* sub­
scriptions atnuunlt Ito/’ziGs. That
our labour of love, though small, is
appreciated, r. t' -tilled by th ■ I- It' r->
of gratitude received from thu
whom v.c have a I ted m th- | a t.

A. M. IIARI, See.

members subscribing 3d. per month
to provide funds for material. We­
inke this opportunity of thanking
the friends who have given us dona­
tions. We have a balance of 18 6
to begin another year’s work.

C. H. Ki mi-.

PRAYER Ml.1. TING.
Pray, though the gilt you a.k h r

Xtay never conitart your f-arv.
May never repay y<>ur plextini; -

Y«t pray, and with hopeful tear*
An answer - not that you Lmfur.

Hut diviner - will conic one day.
Your ryes arc Io dim to »cr it.

Yet strive, and wait, and pray
- A I’uoctar

Sisters' prayer meetings are held:
Monday—Prahran, 4 p.m. Thurs­
day-North Fitzroy, 2.30 p.m. 4th
Thursday—Malvern, at Mrs. Hunt.
man's, Stanhope-street, j o’clock.
Any sisters are welcome to these
meetings.

MODEL—NO. 1.
A suggested programme fur sis­

ter's prayer meeting. Topic—Our
Home Missions.

1. Song—“When 1 survey the
wondrous cross."

2. Scripture Reading—1 Thess. 1.
Keynote given by the leader.

3. Sentence prayers. (The timid
ones may read prayers from the
Psalms—19: 14. Ac., Ac.)

4. Song—“Oh where arc thr-
reapers.”

5. Business—programme announ­
ced for next time.

6. Roll-call, responded to by text.
an offering presented at the satin­
time far Hume Missions -a thankful
penny if you like.

7. Song—“ I gave my life f. r
thee."

Here follow two ■minute paper •,
or talks, or prayers on th \ ivtc ri in
Mission fields.

(1) Echuca District.
(2) Mallee District.
(3) West Wimmcra Di Hr I.
(4) At large -Bible Wag •_ it.
(5) Points helped by Church A’ !

Committee.
8. Song—"Sowing the raid.
9. " Pr.u •• God II Hit w!i 1 a ■

blessings flow."
N.I*. Matinal fur paper* ar.!

talk. will be (■> : . In/ :> an
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SOUTH ISLAND CONFERENCE, N-Z

---------- o----------

The Conference met at Mataura on Fri­
day, April 3rd, Bro. Captain Stewart. Vice-
president. in the chair. Churches repre­
sented. -Invercargill -T. Todd senr., Sim
and Wheeler; Mataura—W. Fry de, W.
Ladbrook, Muir and Anderson; Kaitangata
—A. Roy; Burnside—T. H. Rix; Dunedin
—Captain Stewart and W. Wilson; Morn­
ington— 11. Holmes; Oamaru—J. Familton.

The chairman's address alluded to some
of the weaknesses of our movement al the
present day.

A resolution of regret at the decease of
Jas. Buttars—"one of the veteran pioneers
of primitive Christianity in this island,"
and of sympathy with the bereaved rela­
tives was carried.

Thu Exucinivr. CoMMilTta's report in­
cluded the following items:—W. J. Way,
Conference evangelist, had labored nt Kai-
langaia for 12 weeks, where itwcrc bap­
tised and 3 restored. He next visited
Mntaura, where 12 were immersed, and his
visit was extended here for four weeks longer
The remainder of the year was spent at
Invercargill, where also much gocxl was
done He was only engaged at last Confer­
ence for 6 months, but did such good
work that the engagement was renewed to
the end of the year. '1 he financial po-ltion
had earned much anxiety, but by the liberal­
ity ol brethren they had been able to keep
the evangelist in the field. The Nelson
churches had ceased to co-o|>erate with this
Conference, basing joined the Wellington
Conference. A more satisfactory financial
method was desirable, rind it was suggested
that where practicable a church desiring a
preacher for a short term should be pre­
pared to wholly sustain him during that
lime Kaitangata and Dunedin churches
were llie only ones promising definite sums
next year for home mi .'ion work so far

'Ihe I KLA'-cni n'b Hr lour showed n-Ld
ttuifli £180 iri. 4d , the principal items
being -Conference promises, £21 ijs.;
Bren Dawson (Hawkes Bay), Duncan
(Evancdalc), I). C. Perkins and Manifold.
£1 each , Dunedin members, £10 i>» ; Col
levied in Tabernacle, Dunedin,£20 2s 2J ;
1 ala made, evangelist's salary, / 3 , Church
Malaura, £jb, Church, Burnside, £4 10s ;
Church, Kaitangata, f \ j hr , Church.Inver­
cargill, £40 ijx , Lent by Captain Stewart,
£3. Church, Westford, £5. 'pedal « fl»rl i
in Dunedin, £15 145 lud , Balance from
Conference feet, £2 los 3d I. '.ifrndituit

follows Arrears of -alary to
Brn Way. Bull,and Marten.£18 191 Bro
Bull sole at Conference, /to. and one
week's nalary, £2 10. Bro Way's salary.
£140 loi , Repaid to Captain btewart. / 3. 1
Sundries, 7,-. Balance in hand, £5 Cs. 4J. I

The church at Morningion was on ap­
plication received into the co-operation.
An application for admission from brethren
in the old Baptist chapel, Esk-strcet, In­
vercargill. was held over for consideration
by a special meeting of Conference to be
held immediately after the annual meeting.

A motion recommending churches to
allow only members above 16 years of age
to vote at business meetings was lost.

On Satl-ubay Bro. Way gave his report.
which showed that as a result of his labors
about J5 were added to the churches.

in the afternoon S. Elborn read a paper
on " Who arc responsible for the conversion
of the world •" for which he was heartily-
thanked.

Election of Executive Committee:—
President, H Holmes; Vice-President.Cap­
tain Stewart, Secretary, T H.Rix; Assist­
ant Secretary. J. Routledge ; Treasurer, W.
Wilson ; also S. Aburn and S Elborn.

-------- :o:---------
Mospay, Airil 6 —Resolved "That

this Conference rejoices at the rapid growth
of the prohibition sentiment in New Zeal­
and, and urges every member of the Chur­
ches of Christ ter use every lawful means
to totally abolish the liquor traffic from
these islands."

It was decided to bold next Annual
Conference at Oamaru, and T. H Rix was
appointed essayist

<•11 April 5th, Conference terv Ices were
hold in the Mataura chapel, and Bro Way
preached to a large audience there at
night. On Monday evening the Confer­
ence tea was held and largely attended
Captain Stewart presided at the public
meeting and addresses were delivered by
Brethren Rix, Todd, Holmes, and Way.

From the statistical tables we learn that
the present membership of the churches
co-operating b as follows. Burn-ide. 8;
Christchurch, 94; Dunedin. 290; Invercar­
gill, 78; Kaitangata. 37; Mataura. tor.;
Moridngtun, 12; Oamaru. too. Total,
725 The Dunedin returns were Incom­
plete, and •• the membership to date is not
absolutely correct."

AUCKLAND CONFERENCE
---------- :o:-----------

The Thirteenth Annual Conference of the
Churches of Christ In the Auckland District
was held on Friday, April 3rd, In the Cook­
street meeting house

1 here were aliout 200 delegates and breth­
ren present 1 lie Conference- opened at 9
a in with a piaycr and pniise service

Bid. A M Dry den, the Conference
Pn dent, delivered an earnest addreai He
wch imcd thi delegates assembled, and sug­
gested and urged that each member of chur­

ches should, outside of their weekly contri­
butions, regularly lay aside a sum for the
further preaching of the gospel The
spirit of the scheme was approved by the
Conference, and was referred to the Evan­
gelist Committee to arrange.

Bro. F. Evans, Secretary of the Evan­
gelist Committee, read their report, which
showed creditable work was being done by
most of the churches and their auxiliaries.
The report slated that a number of the
North Auckland churches hail united and
engaged Bro. Latimer to labor for them.
It regretted that during the year three
ciders and a very large number of brethren
had passed away.

The Treasurer's (Bro Morton's) report
showed £35 odd in hand.

Reports of the labors of Brethren Bull,
Laing and Latimer were also given.

The following were ck-died on the Evan­
gelist Committee for the ensuing year:—
Brethren A. Bryden, F. Davies, F. Evans,
A Kelly, W. Marson, J. Morton, W.
Vickery.

At 2 o'clock, after lunch. Bro C. For­
dyce. of Helensvillc, read the Conference
Essay on " Forgiveness." A good part of
the afternoon was spent discussing it,
which on the whole was in favor of the
essayist. He received a vote of thanks for
its preparation.

Congratulations were received from and
sent to xlstcr Conlcremcs sitting in the
other provinces

At the tea, licit] at h o'clock, nnoul 400
sat down, and did ample justice to the
good things spread Al 7 o'clock the tiller
meeting was held. Bro R Downey pre I Jed.
and the following programme wavcvccllciilly
rendered: -Chairman's addreu, clvrir*.
recitation, quartet, address, chorus, recita­
tion. solo and chorus, address, quartet.
recitation, chorus, hymn and prayer I : "td
worship meeting was held on Sunday Bru
1’.ivies presided, and Bro Laing exhorted
Brethren J. 1. Scott and W 11 Evans a-1
dressed the school at 3 o'clock, and at <• 30
Bro Bull preached a forcible sermon on
"Christ Rcjeded." There was a large at­
tendance at these meetings.

On Monday, on account of the weather,
the proposed picnic could not be hel l, but
as it became fine in the afternoon, break*
were hired, and an enjoyable drive round
Auckland's beautiful suburb, was indulge’!
In.

1 he Christian Std Band of Hope opened
Ils loth icssion Tuesday, April ;th. at •; P
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VICTORIAN CHRISTIAN SS UNION
------ :o:------

RESULTSnr ANNUAL EXAMINATION

The following is a wtjlclt list nf the
Prizes and Certificates awarded -

hCIlOLAKM.
First Division (under 10) —1st prize.

Ehic McClelland. Z-yg.'it-j.' . and prize. Ro.c
Tully, D.'s.'jj/rr; 3rd prize, lidward Down­
ing, A’r- aarktt. Certificates of Merit: I larry
Park, Fred Southgate, Aact l’j/r: Louis
Holmes, May Stevenson, .VaZczm. Certifi­
cates: V. Tatnall. Fitirsy Talrttuilt; Her­
bert Gould, BtnJigo; Percy Aslctt, ,V. Mtl-
l^uinr; Jessie Kemp, Sujntt.-n-tl.

Second Division (10 to iz) — t-.t prize,
Samuel Wh-etnan, .ls.v/ Wilt; and prize.
Lily Park, luZr; 3rd prize. J Me
Gregor, Ftl:tcy T<ib:rr.jJc; gtli prize, Mag­
gie Clarcy, Saut.'i Yjiij Certificates oi
Merit. Florrie Straughcn. A’ri. iiarAzf, Syd­
ney Southgate, ,h.«7 I’.iZz, Bruce Thom­
son, Cellin;t:.‘cJ. A Cox. I. Miuetti, E.
Watts, Filmy Taltrnj.lt. Ernest Wyatt,
Alex Wilson, .W’r/ft Cail.' 4. Chai Gould.
litndi^J. Inez Cusl, Florric Lynch. Sum
Hill.: Ruby Grey. ZZrfgkA’a. Elsie Hunt -
man, Alice Carroll. Malt.tn Alec Clarcy,
AU Dagger. Tilly Walsh. Herbert Ix-vvls,
S Parra. Edith Pond, Cktltuhan; Har­
riett McMill in, .V. 1 At Ftt:i. 1 John Ewers,
Violet Pitt), Albert Tully, ZXia.Ji'u. Chirks
R ental I f. Z tg.-e ■? Certificates. Robert
bti-wari. h.'t 1.1!;. I i<d l(r)l.in.l. i-.riu- I
Pvynr, .1. G Tatnall. hl:iy
Ij . Mary Holland, I anny Fryer,

I'.ir/' .> Minnie Gritliths, lit ,\t u
Ale Sb-rl l-rtir*t Ia?wi«, •» • b Dim. Ivy
Wotl. hl Noll. Addie Wotl. J-1 .
I II Smith. I> 'i.j '.i . Henry Baker. Zv a-

Frank Thompson, Aldin McColl, Minnie
Dy <m, . R. O M. (’•<>!<•. .V, tt'i
Fitzi.n. Ettie Reid, Armanda Aspinall,
.Vzc ir.jrl.tt, Laura Scott, Sumy Hillt . Liz­
zie Leeke, Lydia Huntsman, Malittn.

Fourth Division (15 to 18) —1st prize,
Percy Ewen, 1>. n.Jittr, znd prize, Ethel
Moysey, Chtltenhan; 3rd prize, I'rank Daw-
kins, Ct-lltn;... J. 4th prize, B Jewell, Fr/z-
r.'i' Za!.r«J..'z. Certificates of Merit. Mabel
Martin, Scu'A JZr.’L mu, X’cra Simpson.
A’rursjriz/. J Jennings, W Wenk, littt.y
Talmu.lt. May Gould. May 1 azakcrly.
ZrzaJr„v; Lucy Darnley, Maud Chipperfield.
Ethel Thornton, N'u.’A Ri.A«j>:Z Eva
Lemon. Glinfmtt. Florence Tain ton. Edwin
Morrison, Dimaittr. B. Mcrrillrcs, I Jit
Ltt;\. Certificates: Win Park. At. t Ijfz .
Katie Chcaher, Cv/fia,"_.<J . A. Walls, Fiti
i.y Tdlmu.lt: Ethel Munvcll, Z/.cJig., Ethel
Butterfield. Annie Craigie, Glraf.mt; Ethel
Gartell. .V. i.'.k A’.'.Aw Frcdk Ixe. Z.j.t
Z.zi;’«.

Fifth Division (over ib) - Special prize,
Annie Edwards, A'.ztj J/r.Lurar; special
prize. Emily Gill, ZLs.ji.’.z . 1st prize, Mrs.
McDonald, Chtlltnlz« . and prize, 1 Wil­
liam*. l i!:> 1 I.rm.j.lr. 3rd prize. Florence
Brough, Cl.cl.’iukau Certificates ol Merit
Maud Rae, Mary Rae, ,W_~r ir’.rt, Martha
Topp, Ji...’ Irf/z; L Collings, 1 it.Tatm
nJ... Alex. Mollat, John Ellis, UtnJigv.
I dilh Bardwell, Lizzie Davey. G7r»/rrriz;
Allied Clements, Z’.-i.Ji/rr, Maggie Ycwdalt, I
Z.i ., 10'. Douglas Pittman. Malertn Ccr
llficales . R<’:e Smith. I hos Clements, l>. 1 I

11 .vent us

•These eumpetilurs being previous first
prize takers, and nut hating attained the
Inghc.t pu.itiott, only receive Certificates

Junior Division t-.t r tiro. Jno Mein-

Church News.
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

1 or tome lime past considerable agitation
has lieen going on In this colony in reference
to the introduction id Bible reading into the
State Schools during school hours And its
advocate > luxe been of opinion that if the
mind id the people could be determined, it
would be found favourable to ,.i<h intto-
d nd ion Some sections of the religious
community, < specially the Roman Call; ’.lies
and Episcopalian*, have been somewhat
urgent for an education capitation grant fr
their denominational schools So, at the
late general elections the wh-de co! u>y hail
an opportunity ul speaking out or these
matters, and it uttered no uncertain • und
The first question was. “Are you 111 fasmr
oi the continuance id the pn Mint system . I
education In Slate Schools ■ ' to wlikh alxut
J7,cxxj answered ••Yes.” and nl* ut ia.<»o
'• No “ The second was, "Arc y cu in Ln<• ar
ol the introduction of scriptural iti-lru.tt -ti
in the State Schools during '.chi I h.-ur 1
AIkiuI Ij.imxi salt! " Yrs,' and .’5 ovu * No ‘
The third was, "Are you tn favour of the
payment of a capital!.m grant tudenomina­
tional schools for ’f-’ilar rcsulti." ■•.<«<>
replied "Yrs," and J9.OU1 "No Such a
pulling •cities these i|U< .tin-is for many
years Io come, and a g am! deal <1 agitati.-n
will be reeded to bring the subjccls pram
irrnlly ami effectively to the fn nt again

llispocz .il b zee Lisi wiii-.i.• st La. ■

I. >c»l, v» .11

Taltrnj.lt
Talmu.lt
Tdlmu.lt
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hour of meeting on the I-ord's day morning.
From the second Sunday In May it will be
it am. instead of 1030, so that we shall Ik
In unison with all sister churches in this
respect.

Our Sunday evening gospel services are
largely attended, and many should follow
the I-orel as the result, but this is not the
case; we are very anxious about it. One
caine forward a week ago, and one last
night They arc sisters, and doubtless will
l>e baptised and admitted in due course.

April 20. A. G.
Balaklava.—The Sisters’ Home and

Foreign Mission Band continue to hold
monthly meetings, when mlssionory matters
receive due consideration. The Interest of
the younger folks is kept up by the rendering
of dialogues, recitations, part songs, etc.
The Hand have decided to support the
Kanaka Mission; was sent on to the
treasurer a few days ago.

Several thousand stamps arc going for­
ward to Melbourne to assist Bro Jensen's
Denmark Mission. E. Donaldson, See.

Norwood.—I am pleased to report that
the Ixird's work Is steadily progressing In
connection with the Church here During
the month of March two were added to the
Church by faith and obedience, and one by
letter of commendation. On Lord's day
evening, April 19th, a married woman con-
fesved Jesus as her laird and Saviour, and
last l-ord's day evening the husband of the
aforesaid woman came boldly out for Christ.
They will both be immersed Into Christ on
Thursday evening next We purpose (d.v )
holding n week's special services next week,
and we arc praying that the good seed will
not only be sown, but that some will take
root in good and honest hearts,spring up,and
bear much fruit to the glory of God

April 26. A C. Ranking.
Balaklava —On August 27th of last year

a meeting was held in the chapel (or the
purpose of forming a Skiers' Home and
Foreign Missionary Band. Eleven sisters
were present. Mr D Nesi (tv angelist) oc­
cupied the chair and opened the meeting
with singing prayer, after which he read a
letter from Miss Tonkin, containing valuable
Informrtlon about the work. All present
joined the hand, and the following officers
were clcetcd -President, Mrs A If Rich-
nrds; Vice President, Mrs W. T S. Harris,
Secretary and Treasurer, Mrs. M Donald-
ton The newly-elected president then took
the chair, and the other business of the
meeting was proceeded with It wav de­
cided that the members of the band con­
tribute pl per month towards the fundi of
tin: Mxlcly ; also that the officers arrange
for a meeting to be held during the ensuing
month Since then the band has met
monthly, the meetings being held fur the
members and the public alternately The 

roll contains 42 names, attendance ol mem­
bers being from to to 30. The programme
for the public meetings includes addresses.
vocal and instrumental music, recitations,
readings and dialogues. In December Mrs.
Richards* resignation as president was ac­
cepted with much regret. Mrs. Harris was
elected to fill the vacant office, and Mrs.
Paterson was appointed to the vice-presi­
dency. Early this month /y was forwarded
from the funds of the band to the Kanaka
Mission. Mrs. M Donaldson, See.

------ :o:-------

VICTORIA.

Cheltenham —The anniversary of the
church at Cheltenham of 1896 is one long to
be remembered. The beautiful weather all
through, the excellent exhortation and stir­
ring gospel address of Bro. Maston on
Lord's Day, both calculated to help us in
the divine life. The splendid meetings on
the Monday, with the addresses on Christ­
ian Union by Bros. F. Pittman, F. M Lud-
brook, D. A. Ewers and Isaac Selby, were
a treat that was much appreciated by all
present, and thus we are stimulated to work
on for the Master, whom we thank for past
blessings, and pray that His smile may rest
on all our futnre efforts. R.W.T.

Lillimur.—On Ixird'sday, 12th Inst.. the
day after returning so far towards home
from our Conferences our Bro Rankinc
addressed the Church here, and preached
at Dirqarrack In the evening, and on the
Wednesday evening following preached at
Knnlva and baptised one on the confession
of her faith in Christ. She had been for
many years a member of the Church of
England, but for some time has learnt the
more perfett way, and having known our
brother from his boyhood, she desired that
he should Immerse her Qur brother left
for his field of labour in South Australia on
Friday. B.J.L.

Wedderdurn—We have had anotner
visit from our esteemed Bro. Dagger. He
preached three evenings to large and at­
tentive audiences, especially on the Sunday
evening, when the building was packed On
Monday evening the 20th Inst, the teachers
and friend 1 of the Sunday School met to
spend a social evening, and right well they
carried it out Bro Duckett occupied the
chair. Ho opened with a short address
and a number of the senior scholars gave
recitations, dialogues, duets, etc Bren
Twiddyand Hugger addressed the meeting,
the former on 1 he spirit and method to Ik:
observed in conducting the Sunday School ”
the latter on " The requirements ol a Sun
day School teacher," each speaker being
attentively listened to. Altogether a pleasant
and pu hfablc evening was spent and enjojed
by all prevent E Jackson, See. S S.

NEW ZEALAND.

Petone.—Bro. Wright resumed preach­
ing here last September, after a six months*
rest Since then there have been ten addi.
tions by faith and obedience, and two by
letter from Wanganui.

We had a visit this month from Brethren
luiwis ami A. I*. Turner, who preached lur
us. Their discourses were greatly appreci­
ated.

Brethren T. Carter and S. A. Wright re­
presented Petone at the Conference held in
Wellington at Easter.

The Conference was in every way a pro­
nounced success

Bro. C Howe has resigned the posi­
tion of secretary of the Petone church
Correspondents will please note this, and
address, for the present, all communications
to R A. Wright, 37 Thomson-street, Wel­
lington. W.

-------------- :o:--------------
QUEENSLAND.

Maryborough.—On Lord's day morning,
19th Inst., a stranger came to our meeting
1 only being present, he stated that he was
a converted man. I tried to teach him the
way of the Ixird more perfectly. Bro Ellu
also had a talk with him after the meeting.
when he expressed a wish to be immersed,
and, although he had only been a week tn
town and was leaving for Bundaberg next
morning and a pcrfdl stranger to all ol u>.
we were unanimous that we could m>t <c’
fuse Ids request. He appeared IO kn- v
what he was doing I immersed him ol
7 30 p.m , a good number being present, in­
cluding Bro. Evans, who with Ills •-Mr’’
wife arrived the previous night from Ade­
laide. bringing letters fniin tho church there
I lie name of the man Immersed is Ol m, a
a rope worker by trade. j«>. a .dng satlda:
lory testimonials.

April 21 S O Brun

OUR BUDGET.
------ o-------

Bro Hart, photographer, lately fro®
Warracknabcal (Vic ) is now in Perth. W A

Held Over—J. 1 Wright’s "La-t
Judgment.” part 3. several Articles, a=d
Items of Church News.

Bro Hottchlns commenced hi* labcun at
N I’itrroy last laird's day evening Splen­
did meeting. One confession.

Bro Mclxllan has been preach;.'? ftl
South Melbourne for two laird'R days, and
will lx; for the next two months

Bro A B Maston is now c . •*
fcrica of lectures on "Christ tn tkeTti*7'
naclc” on Wednesday evenings at J'-run*-
wkk. Considerable interest aroused Gjod
meetings.
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Read Ulis number ol the Stam>ari>, and
then ask your neighbour to subscribe.

Bro and Sister Geo. Charman and Bro
H. Ix-gg. formerly of Gembrook. Vittoria.
meet for worship on Lord's days at Haney,
W A

Bro. J. Barnacle has taken up the work
fur three months al Newmarket, commen­
cing last Sunday night, preaching to a fine
audience.

Bro. Selby (who lately sent in his resigna­
tion) has agreed at the request of the church
at Lygon-st. to withdraw the same and re­
main another uor 18 months.

A H. Bryant, who is still too unwell to
resume preaching, has by the dodor's in­
structions taken up his residence in Bendigo.
His address is •• Springhurst," 45 Garsed-
strcct, Bendigo.

We regret that through an inadvertence
the name of our esteemed Bro. J G. Burtt
was omitted from the list of speakers at the
Temperance Demonstration in connection
with the Victorian Conference.

The Sunday School at Ascot Vale held
its fifth anniversary services on Sunday and
Tuesday evenings last. On Tuesday night
the meeting was very large, quite a number
being unable to gel in. The building was
beautifully decorated and the services
pa . cd off most successfully. They have a
large and flourishing «chool there

1 he church at Ballarat Is now having the
Ix-nclit of the labours of A B Maxton, who
i, to preach there every Lord's Day during
May Last Sunday they had a large aud­
ience. the chapel in Daw ton street Icing
crowded One was baptised and another
made the confession and wav bapthed on
Monday night, whin Bro Mavton preached
to another full house

|'i . Rhodes, cf W A , writes re the joint
I !< -n:c recently held at Claremont. "1 know
■ f brethrin there from Richmond. Malvern,
I'rahran. Lygon-st, Cheltenham, Warrack-
r ala >1. A'.<->t Vale. I'l lhiebla. also (rum
Grote st and L'nlcy (S A ) " Also under
date April .-'th the came brother write..
• Two baptisms (at 1’crtb) in the river yes­

terday morning. Albany Bell and wife
arrived Large meeting Sunday morning
P: 1 M W Green preacher I at Fremantle "

Li the Temperance Hall, Bendigo, cn the
ajrd ell a largely attended meeting was

11 j b.J goodbye tn Bro llouchins Mr
] Tayl r presided, and adhc.wi eompli

The annual business meeting of the Sun­
day School Lnion will be held atSwanston-
street on Monday nest, the nth Inst. at H
p m. Teachers and Sunday School workers,
honorary members and friends, arc all cor­
dially invited to attend. The distribution
of prizes and certificates gained In connec­
tion with the annual examination, as pub­
lished in another column, will take place in
Lygon-strcct on Monday, the 1 tslh May. at
8pm, when a varied programme will al.o
be submitted. Price takers who have not
yet received their prize orders should call
on the Secretory at once, at 317 Collins-
street, Melbourne. E. F. Ryals., Sec

•'Our Position anm Mission."—My es­
say on the foregoing subjeft, delivered at
the late Videnan Conference, has probably
been more widely criticised than any other
delivered before that Ixxly Evidently it
has set the brethren thinking about •• our
position.* and this being so, my object in
vvritirg it has been largely achieved. The
adverse criticism it has Ken my "privilege  "
to hear and read has been defective In one
important essential, viz, " It has ignored
the standpoint from which 1 dealt with the
various questions touched upon." This
mode of procedure always lightens the task
of the critic, but II tacks the vital element
of touching upon the real question under
consideration. F. G Dunn.

A number of friends and sympathisers
with the Rescue Home conducted by Mr.
and Mrs. Pittman, met in the Iciture hall of
the Swanston-Mrcct Christian Chapel on
Saturday evening, April nth, for the pur­
pose of considering the question of holding
a Sale of Gifts in aid of the Home The
meeting was of a most enthusiastic char-
after, and after a brief discussion It was
unanimously decided to hold a Sale of Gifu
at the end of September or beginning cf
October next, aa might be found most con­
venient The following officers were unani­
mously appointed, viz, Chairman, Mr J.
Morris; Vice Chairman, C II Martin.
Secretary and Treasurer. M. Wood Green,
jnr The assistance of all b earnestly
requested, m» as to make the undertaking
a great tucccss Further particulars will
be published shortly in the meantime all
desirous of helping in thi. work should
write tu the Secretary, Burke rrcul, Cam
bzrwcll. Vittoria.

Bro Watt is doing a good work In Dun­
edin The aulienoe is gradually growirg
In number*and mterc .• Little "d •dgcrv"
arc l» iug c irculatc 1 fr< cly, a lv. Hi -h cath
service, with subjett On one :Jc r.f the
"dodger ' i> a brief syn pis of «crin. t •
be delivered I he folluuing u svt.. p-.vf
sermon on “God'a Gl .ri-us G., j<1. d
livctrl on April i' th C u 1 Or-
1 » 11/ ."I Got ..' 1. .-I. , .'
a. utxn 1a Alber. . L ;...lli, ii .. , Jeru-a 

km. ami in Daul—A glorious display of
God's WKtxni! Doing the K.st thing in the
best way; some difficulties explained—A
glorious display of God's Lov 1 simple that
all may understand; ditlers from t >. f')
and other follies of 1l1.1t ilk. in that such
things can only Im understood by the / - -
A glorious display <■( God's mi rcv "Ik
ginning at Jerusalem". j*w of the laird -
murderer.—A glorious display ol Gods
rouER. God's mo.t potent agencies; silent
rather than boisterous; lightening, net
thunder, kills, the power of the rain drop;
the work of evaporation; the gospel and
Idolatry—A glorious display of Gou'a amaz­
ing CONiHiscEvriitN the Divine One lie
comes man; what this entailed; the lonlt-
ne. i ol vome of the mean t God employ 1

A Notaulk American Uhbranci —
Speaking in the U.S Senate recently, a
well-known Senator (Mr Woolcott) said
"When I read that po .vr rial Governments
have allied them civ c»l> gcihcr again: t«-rest
Britain, and that the people cf thc.e little
islands, 'cnmpn rd by the in-.iolaln -a,"
in defence of what they deemed their ri ;ht*.
were marshalling their navie . ready, un­
daunted, to face a world In arms, unyielding
and unafraid, I thanked G I I wa - <f the
race! There is no drop <d Idol in me. Mr
President, that 1 • not cf Engli h urigin. a ”1 1
have no ancestor on either ;d ' sit e r ■■>
whowasnotborncn lho?.l>d New Ln land.
but my hurt beats faster wise 1 I recall th
glorious deeds of Clive, and Lawrence*. a:i 1
Napier, and Wellington-

England s greatest *. n .
He that gain d a hundred fight >,
And never lust an English gut

of Drake and Hawkina, who I : 11
Spaniard and ■ ■•.ej t the SpauiJi Main, ai d
of the Incomparable N<d ■:> . a: I my j <
quickens when I rcalix? that the spk'. k-r v I
their achievement, is pari <1 ucr ,,i : _ r
hcritag'.* .1:11 that l'■_ ! . . I
of Chatham is our m.-lhcr timgue What
ever of advancement x.J f jr. .ic-a 1! ■
centur cs shall imit ; us r t Irrg ly c t
through the spread cf the rcb, . -.! Char t
and the donvnance if il.c 1 >h ;» Jr.- 4
jKoples. a".I wherever y 1 t nd both y.J
find c< mmuniri.-i where fn-c ! m n1
I. EH ' ; r

. '. . '.I . • ■ . ...
I! I’ : ■ . .t 1



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. May 7, 1F96.«4*

Bro. A. Hutchinson of Sydney replies
again at some length to Uro. A. Davison
on the question of " Things Common." but
as both sides have had a say on the mat­
ter. we do not think it necessary to continue
the discussion.

The advertisements in the Agt of "Sunday
Services" arc quite an institution in Mel­
bourne For a long time the advertisement
of Churches of Christ appeared under the
heading 'Miiccllaneous," and Bro. McLean
in his farewell talk in Lygon-strcct created
somewhat of a sensation and no little fun in
talking of being classed under this head
Howes er, (or a long time efforts were being
made to gel this changed, and last Satur­
day this was effeded. Here is the adver­
tisement ns it then appeared

A certain number of advertisements must
appear In order to get a separate heading in
this way. and it is hoped that the churches
will see that their notices arc sent in, and
under the proper heading. It is a good In­
vestment—sixteen words fur one shilling

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.

BROWN. Our Bro S. Brown has been
tailed upon to part with his beloved wife
He had just come to sec " the truth as It
is In Jesus." It was also Mrs Brown's
intention to have obeyed the Saviour in
baptism had she been spared Even on
her death lx:d she desired to be baptised,
but tho.'c around (with the exception of her

busband) forbade it. May the God of all
comfort sustain our brother underthisgreat
trial.

Mystic Park. T H.

ACKNOWLEIMIHENTS,

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Bro. and Sis. F. M. Ludbrook, Brighton,

/io. Bro J Flood, Mornington.£t; church ,
Collingwood. per Sis. Rowles. 16/6; church
Ferniburst, £5 ; church North Melbourne,
per Bru Timmins. 5'-; church Weddcrburn.
£5; Sis. I*. Ludbrook. Brighton, £1; Bro
A L. Crichton, per Sis. E. E. Hill, to,'-;
Church. Ballarat E , £1 14s; do., St. Hilda,
|>cr Sis. E. E. Hill, 10 ■; do , Berwick. |>cr
Sis K. Funston, £1 ; do , Mystic Park, per
Bro Mott, £r 7s; do, Hawthorn, ]>cr Sis.
Retford, £1 y<; do , N. Fitzroy, per Sis.
Trinnick, K/-; Sis. C. Stevenson. Brisbane.
per Sister E. Hill, 19 6.

"Milford," J A. Davies,
Church-st . Hawthorn. Trcas.

FOREIGN MISSION FUND
Coll, at Conference, £(> 63.; Bro. Mat­

thews, Hawthorn. 5 -; (B) "Z," Swanston-
st . £1 105 ; do . £2 ioj ; Mrs Hut­
chinson, Gympie, O , jo/-; Mrs W. Crosth-
waitc. Juncc, N.S.W., 10/-; Coll, at Mr.
McLean's Farewell,£735 ; MilduraChurch,
per C. A. Faulkner, to/-; Bro A. Crlghton,
7/1 . a Collingwood sister, £5 os. Hd ; Bro.
Carey, Killarney. (>., £2 , Bro W. Cust,
£1 ; Church, Warracknabcal, £\ ; do, N.
Fitzroy, £2; Malvern Mission Band, per
Miss Sharp. 5/4.

Enough is in hand (or Miss Thompson's
salary to forward, but Bro. Jno. Thompson
still owing since middle of January last.

F M Fund promised at Conference. £u/s
At Mr McLeans Farewell, £13/10.

Surrey Hills. W. Wilson,
Victoria Treasurer

BRO W W. DAVEY FUND.
C. E. Hutchinson, 3/6; Church. Warr-

natnbool, £2 is ; do.. Colac, £1; do., Bal­
larat W„ £1; do., Weddcrburn, £1; do
Mo rec, N.S.W., £1; do, Kerang E.. 5'..
do . Tar a dale. £1; do . Elphlngslonc. £2 ;
do, Drummond, to/-, do , Bcachport, S A ,
to/-; do , Castlcmainc, £\ ; A Friend. .• 6
Brother, Elphlngslonc, £1; Per Brother
McLellan—Sister Moysey, 2/6; Sister E
Wilson, 5 -; Bro. Rowles, Warren, N.S.W

BRO. ROGERS FUND
P M A , Bacchus March, 4,1 G. Smith,

Bairapoorl, 5/ ; a Few Brethren at Wed
derburn, 14/6; A. T Munro, Tasmania, ( .■
Sister Moju-y, 2/6; Three Brethren at
Weddcrburn, per Bro Treble, 40 jjrOi
Bishop and Morgan, to/- Bro R Trivcli
I )gon street, IO . bl-i.r Hart Jr . |.)(v,
street, 10. , Bro T. Jcllrtl, 5/, (Kr |Jr(J

Goudy, Birchip, Bro. J. Scott, 21/3 ; Eaton.
6d.; J. Donclly, 2/6; W. Pattison, Ferni-
hurst, 45/-; Church at Chatham, 20'-; Bro
J. K Winter, per Bro. Treble, 5 -; Bro. J
Flood, Mornington, to -; Sister. E. Wilson,
Doncaster. 5/-; A Brother, N. Melbourne.
I>cr A.D.M., 2/6: M. A. Board, Donald,6-.
W. Bartholomew, Birchip, 5/- Bro. and
Sis. Hillhouse, 5/-; Bro. C. (». Lawton, 5/-;
Lewis L. Simpson, Birchip, £5; Bro J. T.
Paul, Grantville, 10/-: S. C. Bool it e, 7/-.

256 Lit. Collins-st., W. C. Craigie,
Melbourne. Trcas.

RESCUE HOME.
Gratefully acknowledgedMr. J. Hood.

Polkcmmctt, to/-; Mrs. E. Wilson, Don­
caster. 5/-, Mr. Richards, Kyabram, 5/-;
Mr. Chas. Morris. Ballarat, 5/-: Mr. W. It.
Rowles, Warren, N.S.W,, 7/-; Mr. Turner,
Wamboota, N.S.W., £t; church Kermudc-
strcct, N. Adelaide. S.A., per Dr. Vcrco.
£10 103. 6d ; Miss M. L. Duncan, Gisborne,
N.Z., 5 •; Mrs. J. A. Davies, Hawthorn,
£2 ; Mrs. W. Brown, Ascot Vale, j/«; East
lx-igh Collcdling Box, o-oj ; Church. Juncc.
N.S.W., £t ; do., Collingwood, £2.

Parcel of Clothing, Mrs. J. A Davies,
Hawthorn ; 1-oad of Wood. Mrs Murray,
Malvern; Church, Croydon, 12/-! da,
Suanston-st., Melbourne, £j 17s ocl; do.
Balrnsdalc, 5/ ; do., Drummond, 12,0. do,
Warracknabcal, £1 2s, Gd; do, Cavil®-
maine, £1 ; do, Bel Bet, 15/-; do, IUnde
nong, 5/..

Armadale. Vic. Jos. PlTTMAM

SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED
J Flood, Mrs Fallon, II. Dixon, Mre I'

Santo, T. C. A. Magarcy, A W Manning.
W Bradshaw, 5/-; J. T Roberts, .»'• I
Jackel, J (J. Cosh. 15/-; W. R Row lea. M
Mrs Taylor. Mr-. Pallott. <i A W
T Alderson, H. Murray, 5 , 1 G 3 •
J S.ixb), <■> . R Linglcy, J2 ’• J Kl:<-r!
for three Subscribers. 15 .

Malcolm McLi llan. Manager.
518 Ellzabclh-st , MclKurne

Advertisements.

MRS WILSON. Teacher ci- Pia-o»cs:»
am> Organ, visits Melbourne ard b-b-rb"
Would l>c glad to ha\c additional p-p1-*
terms Moderate. Address— Bl.v 1. K> ex.
bANOHINGllAM.

CHURCH OK CHRIST.
C(M)L(iARDIE.


