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Current Topics.
HE BIBLE AND THE

MON UMENTS.—Professor
Sayce, says the Christian
Ct'mmoniajlth, in referring to

the recently-discovered column of
Meneptah on which the word

Israel ” is found, concludes an
interesting article as follows:—"At

8
?

of National Life" was a very line
utterance. Sir John Madden is an
experienced judge, as well as an
accomplished scholar, and his testi­
mony to the place of religion in
national life may well arrest the
attention of the whole community.
“ Religion," Sir John told his audi­
ence, “ is deeply engraved by the

( linger of God on the heart of man,"
• and he went on to declare that all '

the colony should remind the com­
munity of it.

> THE WORLD GROWING
• WORSE ?—Referring to th-

recent speech uf Mr. Isaacs at
the Church Congress the 5/;
gives the following:—"Mr. Isaacs
was unjust to our own communities
also. There are ugly blots on our

i modern civilization, but it is ab-
any rate, the theory which saw in
Meneptah the Pharaoh of the Ex­
odus has received a confirmation.
The th< ary was supported by the
witnc ■ of Manrlho, the Egyptian

! history proves how closely national
decay is related to “the disappear-

I ance of a powerful religious senti­
ment." When nations abandon God,

1 the Chief Justice declared, "their fall
historian, who has left us the Egyp­
tian legend of th- expul ion of the
I r.i- hies out of Egypt. Th Kgyp-
tian I nd ascribed the event to
M• ptah’s reign, though the story
r-. hi:? ly inixe 1 with fable. More-

<v r, the rash dogmatising of
•criticism* so-called has received
an ithcr check. It has been said
i‘:at the name of •Israelite* was
unknown in the age to which the

. i ,i pi d, and that the
I. r... ;:»Li thems-lver. were never in
E .ypt- But once more the monu-

nt shave ri -_n up to confute the
—.id -n of the nineteenth ccn-

is irretrievable." Sir John was not,
of course, speaking as a professional
divine, but as a student of human
life on its secular side; and he
added:—

Tile economist, as well as the
historian, supported this view, and
recognised that no state could be
successful which was not based upon
righteousness. Without the support
alfordcd by a religious faith no man

’ could face with steadfastness the
misfortunes and miseries which came
to all. Without the sustaining influ­
ence of prayer he must infallibly
either fall into mere discolutencss er
into crime, or cLc he must take that
la t nt. trie rabk stop, and " hl.

surdly unjust to talk about it as if it
were one huge blot. Mr. Fitchett's
exposure of tin. injustice by his
quotation of Cromwell's injunction
to the portrait painter to * pat in
the warts,' was one of In > most
felicitous strokes—* Put in the wart;
with all fidelity, but rembembtr that
there is a face as well.’ It is not all
watts, nor arc the warts even a con­
siderable part of it. To bide them
would be foolish dishonesty; to
exaggerate th tn is foolish injm-ti.c.
It is only when we make beauty-
spots of them, as our great-grand-
mothers did with their ugly pal; hes,
and as we do with our racccour-c.,
that they become dangerous. Mr.
1 iac ms to tui::'. w. ar drift o ;
to demoralisation and the devil.

~?*IIL BAMS OF NATIONAL
Q) LIFE. Hl. Honour the Chief
t Justice > an accomplished
r..: .r, always sure of an enthusiastic

|.y * Melbourne auduinc,

quietus make with a bare bodkin."
\\ hatever tc I, in short, was applied,
it Wuuld l»c found that without reli­
gion m the individual the i: curity of
the state could not cxir-t.

H tory and Scripture, alike, ;a.-
tain this t( aching, and it is wt >1 that
the bigbc’4 i; pa:dilative of lav. in
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right and necessary to expose and
protest against the evil in our midst,
but it is altogether wrong to talk
despairingly about it as if it were
getting the better of us."

PERSONS AND PROPERTY.
J We discuss in our leading
columns, says the Southern Cross,
that vicious trend in the law which
treats wrongs to property as a worse
offence than wrongs against human
beings. But a writer in the Evening
Herald declares the law docs nothing
of the sort. A schedule of punish­
ments affixed to various crimes is
given, and, it is claimed, this shows
that “in seventy - four offences
against the person the average term
of imprisonment allowed is over ten
years; whereas in offences against
property the average for fifty-seven
cases is only seven years." If, then,
property, as a matter of fad, is
guarded by a fence of sharper
penalties than human beings, not
the law is to be blamed, but those
who administer it. But the very
catalogue of penalties given by our
contemporary proves that the law
has exactly the vicious bias we have
described. A comparative table
proves this:

Offences Against Property.
Yrs

Arion offences .. .. .. 7
Letter threatening commit arson .. 15
Ilorr-c ant! cattle stealing .. .,10
Killing cattle to steal carcase .. io
Embezzlement .. .. ..10
'raking reward to restore proceeds of

embezzlement .. .. .. 15
Ijircenciea.. .. from 1 month to 10
burglary .. .. .. •• <5

Offences Against Persons.

Abdulliun of girl under 18 .. .. i
Attempt toabirx-girl between Jo and 15

by teacher .. .. .. 5
Assault with intent.. .. .. a
A; ..suit. Indecent, on female .. .. j
A ■.anils. various .. from j months to 2
Detaining girl in brothel .. .. 2
III using tenant .. .. .. 2
Digamy .. .. .. ..5

Can anyone pretend that these two
sets of penalties correspond to the
moral quality of the two crimes; or
that they do not show trace of that
essentially heathenish principle that
human beings are less valuable ami
sacred than property ?

ATT LI NG the DRY BONES.
11 The following extracts from the

Christian Commonwealth in refer­
ence to the assumptions of the
Papacy arc of interest in view of
the recent controversy between the
Anglican and Romish churches. It
says:—Is it not about time to give
the Pope a rest ? We have no
disposition to undervalue his influ­
ence ; yet we cannot help thinking
that this has been greatly exagger­
ated. The anxiety for Christian
union has doubtless led some well-
disposed persons to hope that his
Holiness would be inclined to meet
the Protestant world at least half
way in an effort to bridge over the
present divisions of Christendom.
But these good men have got for
their pains a distinifl rattle of the
old dry bones of past theological
discussions. It is almost inconceiv­
able that the Pope does not under­
stand the folly of projecting such a
paper as he has just given to the
world into the progressive ideas of
the nineteenth century. But st infer
eadem is still written on the portals
of the Vatican. We can look for no
improvement, no change for the
better; the Encyclical is simply the
old story over again, with consider­
able diplomatic shrewdness lying
only half • concealed between the
lines. Does anyone seriously believe
that the notion of apostolic succes­
sion, as explained by the Pope, can
be harmonised with modern thought ?
What docs it matter whether one
who performs the fundions of the
ministerial office has received upon
him the hands of someone who is
dircdly in the line of apostolic
succession, or in any other line, or
in no line at all ? Indeed, what docs
it matter, so far as vital Christianity
is concerned, whether anybody’s
hands are laid upon him at all ?

al’OSTOLIC SUCCESSION.
We are not indifferent to the

advantages of orderly method, con
tinucs the Commonwealth ; we do not
doubt the importance of such an
ordination as will give an authorita­
tive character to ministerial function;

at the same time, the first inquiry is
as to what really enters into such an
ordination. That it is not necessary
to maintain the clement of apostolic
succession must be evident to anyone
who has studied the question histor­
ically. The Pope will not admit
that Anglican ordination is valid,
and the Anglican treats Noncon­
formists in the same way. Now, if
the efficiency of ministerial fundlions
depended upon such uncertain con­
ditions, no one could be positive
whether he had been properly
baptised, or duly received any other
service at the hands of those who
had been ordained. This would
leave Christians generally wholly at
sea as to their adlual standing. It
may be said with truth that not one
in ten thousand ever looks into the
question of the regularity of the
ministers who have officiated for
them, and if Christian character
depended in any way upon these
adventitious circumstances then it
is evident that there would be no
surety or security in the religion of
Christ. It is very comforting to
know that if the good seed of the
kingdom is planted into honest
hearts, the growth will be all the
same whether planted by an or­
dained minister or not. It is the
Gospel—not the minister, however
he may have been ordained — that
is the power of God unto salvation.
Just here is where we need to make
a very clear distindion at a time
when the dry bones of effete religion
are being rattled in our midst.

ROME’S CHALLENGE.—A
1 *■ brother whose neighbourhood
is infested by Seventh Day Advcnt-
ists (says J. \V, McGarvey in the
Christian Standard) sends me a pam­
phlet which contains a series of ar­
ticles copied from the Catholic Mil>- “•
1 he articles arc written in the usual
style of a Roman Catholic contro­
versialist, full of boasting, of so­
phistry, and of perversions of the
Scriptures. The brother who tent
it wants me to review it; and it
would afford some amusement to do
Eo; but for the purpose of settling
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the truth on the question of the
Sabbath, there is no use. It is
never worth while to walk all around
the house in order to enter the door.
Step right up, and walk in. A sin­
gle passage of the New Testament,
which ought to be familiar with
everybody, but which this Catholic
editor seems never to have seen, for
he does not quote, is enough to prove
that the law respecting the Sabbath
was abolished as a part of the law
of Moses. Paul says: “Let no
man therefore judge you in meat, or
in drink, or in rcspeCl of a feast day,
or a new moon, or a sabbath day;
which arc a shadow of the things to
come; but the body is Christ’s”
(Col. 2 : 16-17).
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THE THREE WITNESSES.
------------ :o:------------

ZpfNY help to the solution of dif-
vl fault passages of Scripture

is always welcome to those
who desire to know the truth, con-
u jucntly we are always pleased to
place before our readers any contri­
bution that throws light upon per­
plexing passages of Holy Writ. 1
John 5 ■ 6, 7 1 • ri garded as the most
perplexing pas-age in the Epistle if
nU.nlfa whole < f the Neu h la­

ment, and yet when the needful
light is cast upon it, the difficulty
vanishes, and it is seen to be won­
derfully simple and beautiful. The
best exposition we have read on this
celebrated passage is from the pen
of Bro. J. B. Rotherham, and we
have much pleasure in submitting it
to the consideration of our readers:

Tbij is He that time through means of
water and blood,

Jesvs Christ

Not by the waler only.
But by the spirit and the blood,—

And the Si hut it is that is bearing witness,.
Because the Si irit is thr truth.

Because THREE arc they who arc bearing ■
witccu—

The Spirit, and the water, and the blood;
And THE three arc [witnesses] unto the

cm thing.
—i John 5 . 6 7.

Simple but deep is the style of
the Apostle John; and the true
exposition of these his words will
come to us, if at all, in the very
same way. Let us think and write
simply: the depth will come out
of the truth itself, if only we succeed
in catching it.

“ Jesus Christ ” came through means
of the sealer of If is baptism, and the
bleed of His cross: not by the tzaier of
His baptism only—at the beginning
of His earthly ministry; but also by
lite Llc-cd of His crucifixion—at its
close. He further “came," and
nearer still to us, by the Spirit which
He received of the Father, and sent
down upon the disciples and into
the world, when He ascended on
high. The Jordan, Calvary, the
day of Pentecost—along this line
of history our thoughts arc lt d.

But the language at this point has
changed, ft docs not say prrcistly,
1 his is He that came ly . ultra. J by
Ll.-.J and by the Sfnit, though it
plainly means that. A further and
richer sense is conveyed by the
changed expression : And iheShrii

il is I La! is I tarin • it.'.t:::,; since this
form < I v.i.rd. lays cfi.ph.e up. .1
il._ bpint, a-, a v.ilu—, id e^a.paii

son with the water and the blood;
and, besides, regards the Spirit’s
witness bearing as running on into
the present time: it is the Spirit, par
eminence, that is still bearing ilness.
Such pre-eminence and continuous­
ness arc well affirmed of the Spirit's
testimony. It it the Spirit that has
preserved the history of the Jordan’s
a.iter, that has told us the meaning
of what took place when Jesus of
Nazareth was plunged beneath its
waves, that aflually crowned that
striking scene by descending as a
dove upon the head of Mary’s Son-
descended as token and pledge of
peace — descended as the out­
stretched, pointing finger of God.
It is the Spirit, also, that has read
out to us the solemn and searching
witness of the blued shed on Calvary.
But besides clothing the ..aLr and
the bleed with witnessing power, the

Spirit has its own place to fill, and
its own mission to prosecute, as com­
mencing upon the day of Pentecost
and running forward during the
entire period of the Messiah’s per­
sonal absence from this world. It
is the Spirit that, in the word of
mercy given, and in the hearts and
lips of them that publish it,—also as
working in various ways upon and
in the world: it is the Spirit that u
still blaring uittess THAT Jlsvs ii

the Christ.
And this is so, l>':.a::z: th: Spirit i-

the truth: that is, because ! .. 5/
is. at present, the realisation of tin
mission of Ji us Christ. H ihtSp.r.i
is absent, tho truth—the reality— -b
ab ent; the lift ,1! ! i' y,
Uu ■ II denkl, tl . Cl :■ l ' ' 1 ,

nt. w Itb rat ' . ti
church i> a worldly li. /.h ... a.
( rms and ordinal • P
di lu iw . and U a very '»’• wd ■ ' ■
is either a sword unu . l.ut a a :i
employ d t wro* . •

annum.fi
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witness, and the Spirit being Himself
the chief witness—it follows, that
THREE arc they who arc bearing wittiest
—the Spirit, and the water, and the
bleed: the Spirit being now set first,
as He well deserves to be, seeing
that in carrying forward the divine
witness to Jesus, it is the Spirit that
calls a man’s attention to the water,
and opens his eyes to see its signifi­
cance; and the Spirit that points to
the blood, and humbles a man to fee)
and own his need of being cleansed
thereby. Yet is the Spirit not here
set alone, as though He were the
only permanent witness to Jesus: it
is still Mr Spirit and the water and the
blood. The Spirit has fixed in the
world the water also, and the blood, as
His co-witnesses to the Messiahship
and Divine Sonship of Jesus: per­
petuating the water of Christ's baptism
in the water of our own immersion,
wherein we arc buried and raised to
walk with Him in newness of life;
and symbolising the blood of Christ's
death in the cup of the covenant,
whereby that blood is ever kept in
mind. And these co-witnesses the
Spirit brings into the court of con­
science, also impelling us to be
faithful in obediently accepting and
maintaining the full three - fold
testimony.

For, the three ate witnesses unto the
one thing. They agree in one testi­
mony ; they attest the claims of one
person; they tell the same glad
message;—they accentuate the
crowning good news that God hath
given unto us abiding life (verse 11),
to which the present life is but
introductory; and they assure us
that this life is in His Sen, so that he
that hath the Sen hath the life, whereas
he that hath not the Son of God hath m t

bf<.
This, then, is He that eante out of

privacy into publicity; came along
the way that presented Him to the
world, I<_»1 Him into conflict with
Satan, involved Him in rulfcrini', 

laid upon Him the cross, conduced
Him through hades up into glory at
the Father's right hand, and will
bring Him back to this His much­
loved world once more as its Judge
and King. A wonderful “ coming "
this, through means of water and blood
and the crowning ministry of the
Spirit that is still bearing witness.
Oh, reader, has He who thus came
yet come into your heart and life?
This is He 1 You cannot mistake
Him. There is none other like Him.
And the three-fold witness can never
be broken.

Historical Sketches.
---------:o:---------

THE WALDEN SES.
J. C. Dickson*.

(Part r.)
I his people is known in history

not only by their own name of Wai-
dcnscs, but also as Valdenses, and
sometimes as Vandois. Two theories
have been put forward to accout for
the origin of the name:—(1) that it
was derived from Peter Waldo, the
Lyonnese reformer; and (2) that it
is derived from “ vallis,” a valley,
the people bearing the name being
the inhabitants of the valleys of
Piedmont. Poth of these are sup­
ported by quite an array of authority.
The religious belief of the Waldcnscs
is of that decided character which
caused much of the persecution
which attended them, and which
was, doubtless, developed largely by
those persecutions. It is noteworthy
that those who have passed through
great trials for Jesus have been, in
so doing, trained in a school which
produces decided traits of character.
They have been no half-hearted
Christians, for such would never
pass through such fires. The Daniels
in the world are comparatively few,
but these few have to pass through
much tribulation. Let us notice the
doctrines of this people, as given us
by \V. Carlos Martyn in his history
of the Huguenots.

1. 1 he Waldcnscs hold the Holy
Scriptures to be the source of faith
and religion, without regard to the
authority of the fathers, or to tradi­
tion ; and though they principally
'/ ! l!j New Testament, yet, as
1 -her proves from Rcinier and
others, they regard the Old Testa-
merit as canonical Scripture. From
their greater u e of the New Testa­

ment their adversaries charged them,
however, with despising the Old
Testament.

2. They hold the entire faith
according to all the articles of the
Apostles’ Creed.

3. They reject all the external
rites of the dominant church, except­
ing baptism and the sacrament of
the Lord’s Supper, as, for instance,
temples, vestments, images, crosses,
pilgrimages, the religious worship of
the holy relics, and the rest of the
Roman sacraments; these they con­
sider as inventions of Satan and of
the flesh, full of superstition.

4. They rcjedl the papal doctrine
of purgatory, with masses or prayers
for the dead, acknowledging only
two terminations of the earthly state
—heaven and hell.

5. They admit no indulgences nor
confessions of sin, with any of their
consequences, excepting mutual con­
fessions of the faithful for instruction
and consolation.

6. They hold the sacraments of
baptism and of the cucharist to be
only symbols, denying the real
presence of Christ in the bread and
wine, as we find in the authoritative
book of the serf! concerning anti­
christ, and as Ebrardus de Bcthunia
accuses them in his book Anlihaeresis.

7. They hold only three ccclcsias*
tical orders--bishops, priests, and
deacons; other systems they esteem
mere human figments ; that monas­
ticism, now in great vogue, is a
putrid carcase, and vows the inven­
tion of men; and that the marriage
of the clergy is lawful and necessary.

8. Finally, they denounce Rome
as “the whore of Babylon," dmy
obedience to the papal domination,
and vehemently repudiate the notions
that the pope has any authority over
other churches, and that he has the
power either of the civil nr the
ecclesiastical sword.

Thus we have, briefly, the tenets
of this people. When we remember
from what great religious body they
came, and when they came, we can
appreciate better the bold attitude
of these reformers. They separated
themselves from Rome in the rath
century, and maintained an uncon­
querable hostility to the corruption
of papacy. Let us notice the history
of their leader, Peter Waldo. He
was born at Vaux, in Dauphiny, on
the banks of the Rhone. He acquired
a large fortune by commercial pur­
suits in Lyons, France; and when
he resolved to retire from bu:in< --.
not only di vote <1 him' < It to th '
•piiitu.il instruction to the poor, but

%25E2%2580%25A2piiitu.il
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distributed his goods among them,
treating them as his brothers or his
children. Waldo, who was a learned
man ns well as a benevolent one,
enriched the world by giving the
translation of the four Gospels into
French, this being the first appear­
ance of the Scriptures in any modern
language. The only translation of
the Bible then in use was that made
by Jerome, called the Latin Vulgate.
The careful examination of these
books revealed to Waldo and his
fellow-workers that the Church of
God was never designed to be
dependent on a priesthood, even for
the administration of the sacraments;
and his instructions boldly followed
by pradlice became so obnoxious to
the Church of Rome that he was 

he that killeth you will think he
doeth God service,” had part of its
fulfilment in the persecutions o! these
faithful ones. Waldo found among
the simple inhabitants of the Pied­
mont Valley many who deeply
sympathised with him and held the
same religious views and practices.
So general and wide spread became
the so-called heresy that Innocent
III., one of the proudest and most
bigoted of the Roman pontiffs, de­
termined to crush it out. The
warmth of his feeling on the subjcfl
may be indicated when he spoke of
it, giving command, “exterminate
the whole pestilential race,"—lan­
guage which ill became a successor ,
of the apostles who had the mind of
Christ. And so bitter was Innocent

first persecuted by the Archbishop
of Lyons and at length anathema­
tised by the Pope himself. No
longer safe at Lyons, Waldo and
his friends took refuge in the moun­
tains of Dauphiny and Piedmont,
and there formed those communities
which grew in peace and flourished
in rustic simplicity. From these
mountains and valleys the simple
doftrincs of Christianity flowed out
in multiplied streams over all Europe.
Provence, Languedoc, Flanders and
Germanyone alter another tasted of
the refreshing waters, until, in the
course of time they swelled into a
flood which swept over all lands.
Waldo is understood to have trav­
elled in Picardy, teaching his Re­
formation doctrines hundreds of
years before Luther was born. Thus
God was bringing back towards
purity a corrupted church. History
says that Waldo settled in Bohemia,
where lie died in 1:79, the same
year in which his doctrines were
denounced by an .Ecumenical Coun­
cil. The Walden.Mati Church was as
a city set on a hill during the dark
ages, and amid all the corruptions
of the church it held its open Bible
and pure doctrine. That tame
church remains to day as the basis
of all reformatory movement in
Italy. Having taken a glance at
the leading spirit in this movement
and also at the movement itself,
seeing wherein it was strong and
courageous against all evil, we may
row look at some of the dark days
ahead of this heroic Land of God s
people. Paul could < xhort the Chri -•
tian, reminding him that “through |
much tribulation we must enter the:
kingdom,” an I such came to Pa > in
the expeti- net - of the faithful c m
The prophetic utterance of the bon j
cf Go-1. "The lime Kill ca’.v-

that the commission he gave to the
authorities—men who knew no law-
higher than that which went forth
from St. Peter’s chair—was to burn
the chiefs of the Waldenscs, to
scatter the heretics themselves, con­
fiscating their property and consign­
ing to perdition every soul who
dated to oppose the haughty man­
date of the pope. Those were dark
days for the band of zealous souls
who sighed for purity of worship
and freedom to read the Word of
God and walk in its divine teaching.
As in other ages of the race there
hive been followers ready to carry
out a work of evil, so history tells
us some were found who would stop
at nothing, provided they had the
authority of “His Holiness” for
their base deeds. Joined with Inno­
cent 111, in this relentless persecution
was one named Dominic, the father
of the Inquisition, the prime article
in whose creed was that it was a
crime against God and His Church
to keep faith with heretics. For
many years, however, the inhabitants
of the more secluded valleys and
fastnesses escaped the storm of per­
secution. But near the ciose of the
14th century the vengeance of their
relentless, foes reached this da-. • of
the Walden vs, and multitude , per­
ished, victims of the fierce storm of
wrath which was poured out on
their once peaceful home ..

(10 lit C'.i.'tnucJ)

Open Column.
THE KI si KKl.t i IONS.

ScyoMif Cvmih7 e/ Ckritt really main­
tains three comings, I now find that
he is “ firmly convinced that the
Scriptures teach of a oa.-L-r of resur-
reftions." He is anxious to inform
your readers that he “ docs not be­
lieve in the popular doctrine of a
general resurrection of the righteous
and wicked at the end of the world."
He desires your readers to “care.
fully examine the Scriptures " on
this topic. Very good I I will do
so, and specially will I examine his
references, to see whether his super­
structure is built on rock or sand.
I will do so, not fur the purpose of
having Scripture cn tuy udt, but that
1 may be on Ike side </ Srn/k».-, and
I urge your readers to march the
Scriptures, not to defend their
opinions but to form them, not for
argument but for truth.

The first point your correspondent
relics on is the difference Ik tween
the phrases “or the dead,” and
“ 1 hum the dead." The implication
is that the latter phra e can only
mean '* from amongst dead pet' on?,-'
but Hebrews xi. 19 shows that it
may mean from “ the ■ late of the
dead." The adverb kjtke.i can rekt
to the dead j/.rk only. The purport
uf “ FROM the dead " must be de tided

by the context, or ullr.r Scriptural
teaching on the subject. In itself
there is nothing decisive. Before
writing further on the point 1 will
notice the passages cited. The hi .1

[is Acrls 24 and 15. This surely
refers to one general ic?urrcclion,
“ there shall be a rcsurrccti-’ii of the
dead, both of the just and unju
The other is Luke so: jy. Here
the Saviour speaks of a “ resurrec­
tion of the dead.” But it was in
reply to the Sadducees, who denied
that there is any re. uriccbuu, and
and who endeavored to puzzle the
Saviour, through a stipp. .d difii-
cully air ing hum th.'Deviate law.
but He -aid that “they who .hall
be accounted worthy la obtain that
age "du nut enter at all upon the
matrimonial slate.
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did not comprehend it. Thomas
would not believe without palpable
evidence, and the Saviour reproved
the two journeying to Emmaus thus:
“ O fools, and slow of heart to be­
lieve all that the prophets have
spoken: ought not Christ to have
suffered these things, and to enter
into His glory ?" So while Peter,
James and John believed in the
general rcsurrcClion, they noticed
that their Master spoke of a resur­
rection during their life time, they
were amazed and perplexed, and
certainly not without cause. But
the writer principally relics on the
diflercnce between “of" and “from "
the dead, and also on the fad that
the resurrection of the lost is not
always mentioned when the resur­
rection of the saved is. He is evi­
dently a strong believer in argtimcn-
him ex sileitlio, for no fewer than six
times docs he request your readers
to “ mark this " and “ mark it well."
There is no necessity for this excite­
ment, for he may rest assured that
writers of both schools of thought
acknowledge this and have wairXof it
will. But unless your correspondent
can show that the apostle in his
letters to the Corinthians and Thes­
salonians ought to have referred to
the resurrection of the unsaved, his
argument um ex identic becomes void.
And if he had noticed the diversity
of the closing words of exhortation
in the two passages he might have
found a key to what appears to him
a mysterious silence. The Thessa­
lonians had been sorrowing without
hope for brethren who had fallen
asleep in Christ. They thought
that these brethren would suffer loss
thiough having died before the
Lord's second advent, but the apos­
tle cheered them with the assurance
that the living at the time of the
arrival of the Lord would have no
advantage over those who had
passed away, but the dead in Christ
would be raised first, before those
living would be caught up to meet
the Lord. So he says. “ Wherefore
comfort one another with these
words." But the Corinthians had
been speculating on the manner—
meaning—ay, the possibility of a
resurrection, so he calls th< m back
from that barren anna to steadfast,
patient service in the work of the
Lord. “ Therefore, my beloved
brethren, be ye steadfast, unmove­
able, always abounding in the work
of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know
that your labour is not in vain in
the Lord." Good reader, did the
apoLtlu's argument in either case

require a reference to the lost ?
But the particles “of" and “from"

as applied to the resurrection evi­
dently trouble the writer. Yet to
support his view “ resurrection from
the dead" must be confined to the
resurrection of the just, while “ re­
surrection of the dead" must be
applied either to the resurrection of
the unjust exclusively, or to the
resurrection of both classes indis­
criminately. Now comes the ques- j
tion, Is it so ? The writer refers his
readers to Luke's account of the |
dispute between our Lord and the I
Sadducees concerning the resurrec- j
tion, where we have the phrase |
“ resurrection from the dead,” but if i
he will kindly turn to Matthew’s,
report of the same conversation he
will find he gives “ resurrection of ■
the dead." This at once shows that
he is building on a sandy foundation.
Again, if he turn to ACts 17 : 32 he
will find resurrection of the dead
mentioned, and then if he cast his
eye back to the preceding verse
he will see that this refers to the J
resurrection of Christ. Once more, '
1 must request your correspondent I
to examine again the chapter in '
Corinthians of which he says: “Mark
it well again, not a single word about
the wicked dead and there he will
find, in more than one place, the
phrase “resurrection of the dead."
I trust he will mark this well.
Referring to the apostles' earnest
longing for the “ resurrection from
the dead," the writer states that it
must mean a resurrection before the
last day, for “ whether he liked it or
not he would attain unto it." To
this I reply that the apostle had no
doubt of his salvation. “I, therefore,"
he writes to the Corinthians, “ so
run, not as uncertainly ; so fight I,
not as one that beateth the air : but
I keep under my body, and bring it
into subjection: lest that by any
means, when I have preached to
others, I myself should be a cast­
away.” The two expressions are
identical in meaning. A similar
expression is found in 1 Peter 4: 18:
“ If the righteous scarcely be saved,"
1. e., with difficulty, mol is. Even
Calvin states that the phrase “ if by
any means" in Philippians docs not
express doubt but difficulty. After
referring to the graves opening and
certain saints appearing after our
Lord’s resurrection, mentioned by
Matthew, he states that the next
resurrection is recorded in Revelation
20 : 4. But here he departs from
S iipture, for whether he considers
this resurrection literal or metaphor­

ical, it is clearly styled the first,
not the next. Thus showing that
the various special cases should be
regarded as the first drops of a
coming shower, or as earnests of the
one general resurrection. Many
questions can be asked respecting
these earnests, which I am unable
to answer, especially about those
mysterious appearances after our
Lord's resurrection, but I believe
that they testify that Christ's death
was the death of death, and a proof
that His death has broken the bonds
of death for ever. Your correspond­
ent's view of the first resurrection is
rather peculiar, differing from most
millenarians, for he asserts that it
“ consists of those who turn to
Christ after the church has been
taken away and suffered martyr­
dom." According to this no resur­
rection of all other saints is alluded
to, only those who have suffered
martyrdom by decapitation. Verily,
the writer's “ number of resurrec­
tions" are not very extensive. But
the writer has made another dis­
covery. The “wicked dead" arc
spoken of as dead, the dead saints as
asleep. What is the meaning of this?
Am 1 to understand that Christ’s
death is more akin to the death of
the lost than to the death of the
saved? For He is always spoken
of as dead, not asleep. “ Christ died
for our sins" (1 Cor. 15 : 4). “Jesus
died and rose again" (1 Thess. 4: 14).
“ He by the grace of God should
taste death for every man" (Hebrews
2 : 9). The writer concludes by
asserting that the “final resurrection
embraces only the wicked dead"; if
so, no saints, except those beheaded,
have the promise of a resurrection.
On the contrary, 1 maintain that
Rev. 20: 12, 13 declares that all the
dead will be called to judgment.
The phrase “ the great and the
small" is a universal one, and in­
cludes all of any particular class.
In this case it means all the dead.
This is the usage of both Old and
New Testament writers. For proof,
I request your readers to examine
Deut. 1:17; 1 Sam. 5:9; 30: 19;
2 Kings 23 : 2 ; 25 : 26; 1 Cliron.
25 : 26 : 13; 31 : 15; 34 : 30;
Esther 1:5; ACts 26 : 32 ; Rev.
11:18; 13 : 16 ; 19 : 5, 18; 20: 12.
Moreover, the Saviour declares:
“This is the Father's will which
hath sent me, that ol all which he
hath given me 1 should lose nothing,
but should raise it up again at the
last day" (John 6: 39). He repeats
this in vcitcs 40, 44 and 54. If,
then, any of the saints arc to be
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raised at the commencement of the
millennium, our Lord must have
made a mistake when He said that
He would raise them at the last
day, for that will be at least a
thousand years after the time so
confidently asserted by prc-nrillenni-
alists. This statement of our Lord
shows that such isolated cases as
Elijah, the widow’s son, Lazarus,
Tabitha and others arc not sufficient
to support your correspondent's the­
ory of a number of resurrections;
so, instead of adopting that, I prefer
to abide by the Master’s of one
general resurrection, and by His
clear statement, “ The hour is com­
ing, in the which all that are in the
graves shall hear his voice, and shall
come forth: they that have done
good, unto the resurrection of life;
and they that have done evil, unto
the resurrection of damnation." This
is a plain statement that the resur­
rection of both classes will be
simultaneous. I am aware some
millcnarians attempt to surmount
this difficulty by staling that “hour"
does not mean “sixty minutes," but
a long period, and that Tertullian
maintained that some of the saints
would rise earlier, and some later,
during the thousand years. But if
so, the “ resurrection of damnation "
must also tun current during the
same period, and this our friends arc
not prepared to grant. Now, in the
r/jMrm'h’on lu’tir, all shall hear the
voice of the Son of Man, and all
writers admit that the voice is
referred to in Corinthians and
Thessalonians as the “last trump,"
“a shout," the “ trump of God, '
“ voice of the archangel," and it is
to be “in the twinkling of an eye.
Is this “ trumpet sound," this “voice
one? or is it to be uttered twice
with an interval uf a thousand
years ? fur our Lord':, words conneil
it with the resurrection o! both
classes. Good reader, “Consider
what 1 say; and the Lord give thee
understanding in all things (2 lim.
’ lifllarat. M-

Sisters’ Page.
-------- -io:--------

Sisters Goldthorpe and Ewers led
in prayer. Bible lesson, 2 Cor. 4.
Minutes were confirmed and corres­
pondence received. It was arranged
that two sisters should visit monthly
at the Kcw Asylum. A verbal report
was given of the Alliance meetings—
the Victorian drink bill for last year,
the amount as regards the expenditure
per head of the population being the
lowest in the records of our colony,
viz., as. gtl. A Dorcas has been
started at Ascot Vale. A number of
hospital patients have been cheered
with visits, flowers and papers. The
following additions were reported
from Sunday Schools: Brighton, 1 ;
N. Carlton, 1 ; Collingwood, 1 ; and
Cheltenham, 8. An interesting re­
port of F.M. work was read. We
were pleased to have Sisters Moysey
and Christopher with us* Next
meeting, October 2nd.

DUTY.
Straight and firn mirk out the furrow,

Drop therein the Roldcn grain .
Do thy task and rise to-morrow,

Ready to begin aijain.
One day like another passing.

Ads and deeds of little show ;
Garnered seeds ma) be amassing.

Whence the harvest Helds shall glow
-Stit.nJ

s.s. visitor’s report.
Praiiran school is in fine order.

Average attendance, 17 teachers and
180 scholars. They have adopted
the new English hymn-book, and
have a good library.

The Tabernacle teachers have
been cheered by a steady increase
of scholars. They now average tor.
The teachers keep steadily at work.

Mcrrimueena has a small ichool
of 25, mostly children of members.
Bro. Eaton asked me to take the
whole school for the day, by way of
change. They were very attentive.

M. Hall.

EXTRACT FROM MISSIONARY LETTER.

An attack of fever followed by
blood poisoning brought me very
low, but I am gradually gaining
strength. Have been for a drive

i in the tonga (bullock waggon) this
I week.
j Mi . Judixn and Jf peat a ury
happy hot season together, neither
wishing or feeling need of change.

' We have a sacred tree in our yard,
! ,.r..lm.:bi. v.e I>>“1 “b

I oul. hi t. u.liM !■> ...
ih- lii i l.ly . :.*ii■ ! t-y lbrw.>K > Un-
branches.

Mrs. Wharton went away at the
end of March. Mr. Wharton takes
his vacation during the rains. Mrs.

iackson went to a place where there
appened to be a great deal of sick­

ness, and she and her two children
were ill. She decided to go to
Bombay, as a change often cures
the fever. Her baby got rapidly
worse. She could not get a nurse,
so telegraphed to her husband to
come and bring me with him. It
was fearfully hot: with heat and
want of rest I was almost worn out.
The dear baby was in a dreadful
state. We had to keep bandages
with cooling lotion on him,constantly
changing them. Both Mrs. Jackson
and 1 got very bad boils on our
hands, and after seven weeks arc
still having trouble with them. The
baby died twelve days after I got
there. We came back to llurda a
a sorry looking party.

The missionaries in Damoh have
had a very hard time. Living in a
famine district, they have as many
boys as the orphanage will hold, and
have had to turn numbers away. If
the missionaries in the other stations
had not come to the rescue M r.
McGavr.au would have been in a
terrible strait. Mary Thomi son.

MRS. THVRGOOD's LETTER.

•• Open the dour vf the heart; Id in
Sympathy sweet lor stranger and kin.
It will make ibo halli of the heart • j fair,
That angels may enter unaware

1931 Fifth Ave., Pittsburg, Pa.
Dear Executive Sisters,

Well beloved in the Lord—The
midsummer rest is upon the world
of society. Many arc flitting away
to the seashore—to the lake .—others
to the hillsides for recuperation.
\\ e hope to go again to quit! Point
Chautauqua, where we will have
time to think and study cat our
plans for the fall and winter work.
June sped away with its closing
exercises of our Industrial School
and Kindergarten. Again we tou\
them ptmicmg to the lovely behenky
Park. Our numbers v.< tv m ■ h ut­
eri a.cd since last year 175 children

[with 25 teachers and a'-iJitit.
u h a happy day! They w etc

around Mr. 1 hurr. i h-.v a ■••art:'.
,1 I . 1. ..>■••• ■ 1 -
bringing water frum tl- '?I;"
‘..••iftly wi'.h. ut illm.t ■» dr--p. Dr 

I -it 111 r .. 1 . t ■ v. .. 1 . : r
I ; ,,|| ’ll t’> a". < ’v

b.u:-. b, .-.j 1' J- d v-“

McGavr.au
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the day’s outing. Then our Chil­
dren’s Day with its sweet songs and
loving offering for missions was a
great success. A dozen of them
gave Si, getting a “Dollar League
Card" for their effort. The sixth of
July found some 60 sisters gathered
at the East End Christian Church
attending our “C.W.B.M. Day"
Rally. Our united auxiliaries had
decided to combine their forces and
prepare a good programme and
make a brave effort to send a gener­
ous offering to our National Board.
It was a rainy day, but we had a
fine gathering and a most enjoyable
meeting. A motion was made to
this cfTetfl—That the offerings be
sufficient to make the District Pre­
sident—Mrs. A. K. Speer, and the
State Secretary--Mrs. A. K. Thur-
good life memders of the Christian
Woman’s Board of Missions. This
was unanimously carried by raising
$25 for each. The Braddock Aux.
was so enthused, as they already
had $1.|, that they said they would
add to it enough to make one of
their sisters a life member. So we
felt well repaid for all the lime and
pains taken to make the meeting a
profitable one. This graceful com­
pliment docs not in any way alfcdl
my loyalty to the dear Australian
Executive, only making my work on
missionary lines more hearty and
effcflive, I trust.

Yesterday the loth of July was
our grand Bible School picnic. Four
hours on a boat, “ The Dacotah," to
Alliijuipa Grove. Four schools
uniting, ami a lovely outing for
mothers, babies, friends as well as
our schools. Mr. Thurgood tired
himself out with the games—trying
to gel ALL the young people inter­
ested, so as to counteract any ten­
dency to dancing, that seems such
an easy way of enjoyment, and he
succeeded so well that games were
the order of the day, and we reached
Pittsburgh by nine in the evening
well tired, but satisfied that the
outing had been a very happv one
to all. This ends our church festiv­
ities, if we may call them so, and
now we hope to be off next week for
our holidays. How shall we spend
them ? By being unselfish, thoughtful
of others, seeking all the time for
something better and higher than
we have known, to further advance
the work entrusted to us, for our
dear Lord and Master.

We rejoice with you all in wel­
coming back to Australia’s sunny |
thorn, our beloved Bio. Walden,
and we trust his dear family will] 

soon regain health and strength
amid the sunshine of home and
loved ones. We heartily congrat­
ulate the Sydney folk. To all the
loved workers of the Executive, and
to all the blessed ones in home and
church service our tender love and
remembrance. There is ever a place
in our hearts and memory for our
dear home in Australia. May “God
be with you till we meet again.”
Your loving, loyal sister in blessed
service, A. K. Thurgood.

Church News.
NEW SOUTH WALES.

Svnsitv.—Annual report presented at the
yearly meeting of the Church meeting in
Campbcll-strect, Sydney:—

Since last annual meeting several changes
ol Interest in our history as n church have
occurred. Changes that we believe will be
for the interest of the church in the near
future Taking advantage of the I-rec-
thought Hall being in the market, the op­
portunity was not allowed to pass, and the
building was secured for the price of/j,coo
Z’200 was paid |n c.v h. the balance renain
Ink’ on mortgage at 6 per cent The cash
was made up as follow a —

generously turned into a gift to the church
On taking over the building it required
renovating inside and out, and a tender
having been accepted and the work com­
pleted, the building became ready for occu-
pation on Lord's day, Sept. 29th. Here
again wc have cause for thankfulness in the
liberality of many of the brethren and
sisters who so freely and generously aided
in defraying this and the further expenses
entailed by tbcercAion oi the baptistry, the
legal, and other items of expenditure in­
curred, making a total of ever /ico. Neither
can wc forget the energy and labrurs of
Bren. A. Hutchison, G. I’. Jones;T.Morri.*,
Turner and others, who for several weeks
freely gave their services time, and material
in altering, amending, und making the
building in its several parts suitable, fit and
comfortable for our occupation. The thanks
of all who meet in this commodious build­
ing arc due to those who by their self-deny­
ing efforts have aided in any way to make
the building fit for the worship of God.
1 he annual amount of the interest is £120,
payable by four quarterly instalments of
/jo each. To meet this heavy additional
item to our quarterly expenditure the mem­
bers were requested to weekly give a stipu­
lated sum In addition to their usual contri­
bution The needed amount han not always
been obtained, and temporary advances
have been made by certain brethren as each
current quarter's interest became due. Wc
had hoped to reduce this debt by the talc of
tli<! building In Ellzubelli-strcct. but no
satisfactory offer haa yet been received. '1 ho
building, however, has now been let to the
Boys' Brigade, for one year, at a rental of
/91 per annum, with the right oi renewal
fora further term of one year at the in­
creased rental of/104. This leaves us open
to make more satisfactory terms for sale tn
the future.

The building was opened for Divine ser­
vice on Lord's day, September 29th, 1895.
Bio. Leek presiding, and Bro. M. W. Green,
the first evangelist connected with the
church in Ils early history, giving the Lord’s
day morning address, and Bro. Isaac Selby
preaching the first sermon in the evening.
Special services were held during the week
and that following, Bren. J Colbourne,
M. W. Green, Isaac Selby, Edward Lewis,
and C Walt preaching at night Bro J
C Col bourne continued bis services with
the church until in December he tendered
hh resignation to the officers, which was
accepted II having been ascertained that
Bro 1’. A Dickson was willing to work with
the church, it was decided at a church
meeting held Thursday, January 16, it/’.
that his services be accepted Bro <’» I-
bourne preached hh last sermon un Lord s
day, March 8th. A tea meeting was hci.l
on the following Munday to bid him fare­
well, and on Wednesday, the mb, be left
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for his new field of labour in Glenelg, S A ,
having laboured with the church in Sydney
since July, 1693, The evening services in
the Interim were filled by Bru A McLean,
corresponding secretary of the A F. M.S,
Bro W. T. Clapham, and others. Bro
Dickson arrived in Sydney on Friday, April
loth, and preached his first sermon on
Lord's day. April 12th. The attendance at
the gospel services and the Thursday even­
ing meetings have gradually increased in
interest and numbers. While this is a
source of gratification, we would urge upon
the remembrance of the church that it is
only by the continued personal attendance,
influence, prayers and zeal of the Brother­
hood (or the salvation of others that the
work of the church can be a continued suc­
cess. Our need is a realization of the fart
that upon each individual member. more er ,
leas, us God has gifted 115, lie* the responsi­
bility for the increase of the church in
growth, prosperity, spirituality and peace.

July. 1896. F. G.
----------O----------

SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

The following receipts arc acknowledged
by the treasurer of the Evangelist Fund .-
Aug 37—Grote-strcct. /5 ifis id; Aug.
34 —Henley Beach, /t 91, fid; Sept 2 -
Balaklava, j* gd ' There it a balance
due to the treasurer of £26 tS. yd.

1 he Conference Committee met on St pt.
jid and tn ide final arrangement* for the
approaching annual convention The meet­
ings will commence on the morning of
Wedne day. Sept it- The Conference
pajer will be read by R G Cat-term in the
aftrrno*m The evening will lx- devoted tu
public me- ting of the Sunday School Union.
when T J Gore will read a paper The
conference will be continued during the
whale of Thursday, and the evening will be
devoted to reports and addresses in refer­
ence to the Foreign Mission and Kanaka
work Any remaining conference busine**
will be transacted on Friday morning On
that evening a public lea will be held at six
o’clock and a public meeting will take place
at 7 jo

The President. Mr McLachlan, will be
in the chair, and will introduce to the meet
ir.g the newly-clertcd president lor the
ensuing year. Short addresses will be
delivered by them, and several other lead-
i: g brethren All the meetings will be held
in Grote-strccl The evening gathering*

1 be I I;• 1 n ' ngs given by

n;ma of tho Sunday Scliyl;, and by the

lion will please apply to T. J. Gere or T
Forsyth senr.

Will all secretaries of churches kindly
forward at once their schedules tothcvccre-
l-t-y, J- Colboumc, Glenelg, so ,i* to allow
of an immediate compilation of the necc-
sary returns. and will the treasurers of the
churches send to the treasurer of the Evan­
gelist Fund, Dr Vcrco. all moneys in hand.
so that the account* for the year may be
balanced, and hi* report be prepared

G. D’Nesi reported that lie had been
labouring at I-ochicl during the month,
where the meeting* for the breaking of the
loaf had been well attended, and those fi r
the preaching of the gospel had been full.
that two had confessed their faith in Christ.
and that a good school was conducted In
which the church showed a lively interest
He proposed labouring in Balaklava until
the Conference in Adelaide.

The quarterly meeting of the Sunday-
School Union of the Churches of Christ
in S A. was held at Park-st, Unlcy. on the
evening of the 35th August, when nctwith
standing the inclemency cf the weather there
was a fair attendance. Owing to the una­
voidable absence of the president and vice-
president Bro Rankinc look charge of the
meeting, which was a kind of social, of a
very interesting and enjoyable character
Bro J Colbuurne read an excellent paper
on "The duties of the superintendent of the
Sunday School," which contained many
admirable thought* and practical suggestion .
on the tubjert, based on a long experience.
This paper wa* thrown open to dkcusslon.
and wa* commented upon and highly eulo­
gised by all the .speakers, after which a
hearty vote of thank* was accorded to the
writer for the trouble and thought expended
on the pajxr The nice ‘pread of rtfre It-
ment* provided by our Vnley friend* were
handed round at about half past nine
o'clock, and were much appreciated
Musical iclertions were rendered by the
Norwood S S. and other* throughout the
evening

church, and to wham h lr ndcrcd the cur .1 d
sympathy of her brethren and :i t r*

Unlev.—We are plcived In report that
on August tzlh one waa immersed, andon
Sunday, August zjrd. received the right
hand of fellowship The meeting at the
Block chapd I* very encouraging, and the
brethren taking their apixiiatment'. r ;.
larly Bro Green take* tho Thursday
evening meeting, M that he vpcaks .it the
Block* o ice a week T G. brunt a. See

Noawocm -Ye terday week an eld lidy
in her 90th year wa* received Into our fel­
lowship. She hi* been a 1‘ii.byteriau for
many yean, and a woman «»f rich exp tn.-tco
in Christian faith. I ut having wm it I 1
duty toe-ley the Saviour's command .1 .... 1
ing to the teaching of Gocl'a word. ■ I .■ . k- I
me to baptise her She wa* di rall-fiel
with her former tjjuici ( ptinklmg] Our
meeting* were go-ad yesterday, and jr.ee- n
fessed the Saviour in the evening
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those who had in any way assisted In the
work. J. W. Cosil, See.

NEW ZEALAND.

Auckland.— For some time past the
teachers of the Sunday schools in connec­
tion with the Chinch of Christ in Auckland
have been busy preflating the children fora
united gathering, and the result, ns seen last
Wednesday evening, proved that their
labours had not lx.cn in vain. During the
day a committee of lady teachers had been
busy decorating the meeting house with
flowers, evergreens, text cards, etc., and
great praise i > due to them for the excellent
taste displa)cd. Ihc meeting was presided
over by Bro. K. Downey, who for many
years has held the position of superintend­
ent of the Cook-street school, and the
address was given by Bro. A. M. Bryden.
With the exception of the choruses, the
programme was given entirely by the
little ones, and the way in which they car­
ried it out must have been sufficient reward
to those who had spent co much time In
training them. A pleasant feature in the
entertainment was the presentation to Bro
Willie Marion of a music rack and hymn
book as a slight recognition by the members
of his labours in connexion with the musical
part of the worship. The presentation was
made by Bro. A. Kelly, who spoke highly ol
the work done by Bro. Manon, and the
esteem in which he was held by all. During
the evening fruit and cakes were handed
round to all present. At 9 jo the audience
dispersed, each one thoroughly well pleased
with the evening's entertainment.

Aug. .-4. A. N.
---------- o----------

TASflANlA.

Launcllion,- A meeting of the church
was held on Wednesday last to receive the
re Ignalion ns secretary of our Bro Garland
who Ij leaving for England. Several nom­
inations were given In, and a ballot was
taken, resulting In our Bro Porter being
ckded to the pudtion. This caused our
brother to resign as officer, and the church
then elected Bro J. Hodgson to till his
place.

A letter was considered from Bro. Donald-
eon, Hobart, applying (or a position as
evangelist to the church. Alter disunion
the brethren decided not to entertain the
offer, as the state of the church would not
allow of engaging any brother as evangelist
in the popular sense of lire word. Now the
church is so noon to be left without a
preacher, through our brother leaving, ad
vice was sought from a well-known Victorian
brother as to the advisability of trying to
gel a brother who h able to hold forth the
word of life to the jxople out of 11 pure love
lot the Master, lie brethren providing him

a home between them and giving some
slight assistance as the finances of the
church would allow. Our brother wrote
back, advising us to make known our wants
through the pages of the Standard and
I'icnar, which we arc doing in this report.
If, then, this should meet the eye of any
brother who feels so disposed to throw in
his lot with us under the above conditions,
we should be pleased to open up corres­
pondence with such a one at once. The
address of new secretary is published in
this issue.

We think as a people that if we can secure
a brother, without any encumbrances of any
kind, with much love for the Master, to
throw in his lot with us and preach the
unsearchable riches of Christ, much good
would result. Alsd we invite any brother
who is so situated as to pay us a visit now
and again, and preach for us; the members
would be only too glad to entertain him for
his work's sake.

Brethren, pray for us, that some one may
be raised up to carry on the work of Christ
in this place.

Sept. 6. W. G. Pokier, See.
------ O------

VICTORIA.

Malvi.ns.—The S.S. Anniversary was
held on the 16th and 18th Inst , which
proved a great success. On Sunday after­
noon, tCth Inst., the school, parents, and
friends were addressed by the President of
the Sunday School Union, there being a
very good audience. The following Tues­
day evening the school gave a very appre­
ciative and interesting entertainment of
recitations, dialogues, solos and choruses,
some of the exercises being very Instructive
to old and young alike The children ac­
quitted themselves well, especially the little
ones, and were well received by a large
audience. Great credit is due to all who
took part in getting it up, and for a small
school like Malvern It was wry creditable!! ■
At the close of the entertainment prizes and
books were distributed to the scholars by
the President of the Union. During the
evening a handsome present was made to
Bro. Swain by the church, a set of Dr.
Kitto's works, 8 vols , for the valuable ser­
vices he has rendered the church on several
occasions which was suitably replied Io by
our brother. After singing the doxology, a
very pleasant and profitable evening was
brought to a close, y

A-.coT \ all -We are sorry to have to
report that after a year and eight months'
almost uninterrupted labor with the church
here, Bro William Wilson, who during that
lime has conducted the preaching services
on Sunday evenings, thought it advisable to
Hlm-iuhh the same, kiling that pov-Jbly a
change of voice would be beneficial Io all
4 he whole church was unanimous in wishing

to keep Bro. Wilson longer, but seeing he
has so faithfully helped us in the past, and
knowing the lie this work must have been
upon him, we felt we could only express our
desire, and leave the matter entirely In his
own hands. During our brother’s labors
amongst us we have had a real good time.
His abilities as a speaker are too well known
to need eulogising here. He has had a
good hearing, the members have been built
up and strengthened, but best of all quite a
number have been added to the saved
through our brother's faithful proclamation
of the ever blessed gospel.

To Bro. D M. Wilson, who took the
services while his brother was on a short
visit to W.A , the church also expresses her
warm thanks His labors were also blessed
in that he had the pleasure of taking the
confession and immersing quite a number
of our young people. Bro. Barnacle also
exchanged on one occasion, when a young
lady, daughter of one of our members, de­
cided for Christ. The church feels truly
grateful to these brethren for their valuable
help. Bro. F. G. Dunn has consented to
take up the preaching services for the
present, and last night gave an excellent
address to a good audience. We feel sure
that good results will also attend his efforts,
and wo hu|>c soon to have to report further
additions.

September 7 T.M.

Dunmunkli..- -The Church of Christ nt
Dunmunklc celebrate the tqx-ning of their
chapel on Ixzrd's Day next, ijth September
Breaking of bread at 1: a.tn , preaching at
3 and 7 pm Tea and public meeting on
the following Wednesday. A grand time
expelled. E. Benn.

Mildura —On Friday afternoon a young
woman, a young man and his mother put
on Christ in His own appointed way, and
received the right hand of fellowship the
following Lord's day which was spent hap­
pily. We are very thankful to our Heavenly
Father for these blessings. C.A.F., See.

Yando.— Bro. Goudie visited this dbtrid
about four years ago, and during his stay of
three months baptised three converts and
organised a church of seven members. As
none of the brethren had ever taken any
public part in the worship, the meetings
ceased with Bro. G.'s departure Hearing
that there were a number of brethren in the
district, I determined to go over from I end­
burst (a distance of about 1G miles) to see
them This 1 did some seven weeks ago.
with the result that a request was mule
for me to return and endeavour to get all
together

Accordingly I arrived on Wedneuby, jrd
Sept., and remained there till Sept Mh
Found that one ol the original seven was u.
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mivc<l up with rxflarlanlsm that she did not
feel inclined to join hand* with us again;
but managed to get the other six together.
with four others (three of whom live al
Barraporl, 14 or 15 mile* away) to come
together as Yando Church of Christ. Sister
J. Stanyer, Yando Lw.c Dog, rfa Hoort,
has been appointed secretary, and Bro. T.
Stanyer. treasurer We broke the mem­
orial loaf last Lord’s dry, when nine sur­
rounded the table Preached on two occa­
sions to a pour and fair audience respec­
tively.

As they have no local brother who can
take the lead at present, l-'ernihurst brethren
will render assistance for the time Ivcing
Pray that this newly organised church ma)
have a prosjicrous career.

If any Melbourne brother, who can speak.
wants a holiday, here is the place to come
to. Plenty of work to do for the Master.

Sept. 9. Titos. Haggi.r.
------ o-------

QUEENSLAND.

Maryborough. — Another addition last
night by faith and baptism, a most respect­
able married woman, well versed in the
Scriptures. She will be an acquisition <0
us. as she will be able to give a good ac­
count of the hope that is in her. Bro.
Turley preached to a good audience I
immersed the candidate myself. Some of
cur importations from the Southern Colonies
are not shining lights, showing a hankering
after the flesh pots of the Army It is an
unhealthy sign to find those who have put
on Christ going to the " Army " instead of
to the Lord a table on the first day of the
week But then 1 am loo exacting you
know ’

Our Budget.
----- o-----

Bro C G Lawson Is at present on a visit
to Yarrawalla.

Bro J Leach cf Lilydale left for W A.
last Tuesday

One confession at Palcnham on August
jutb. Bro Cavanagh preaching.

Bro Keflbrd has been engaged by th?
chunk at Hawthorn to take up the work of
preaching for six months

We hear that Dro D M. Wilson of the
church at Surrey Hill. Intend* going to
West Australia next week on buxines*

Doncaster anniverory tea and public
meeting will be held on Tuesday evening
next (15th) A to.J gathering of old friend*
expected

The Viaorian Mmton funds arc still in
arrears. Do not kt us forget tbo splendid
v. rk being done Real Bro Hagger s re
u-rt tr .3 Yando in this *;jUe

We hear that Bro Jas Park baptised two
while on his travel* at Numurkah last week

The N S W Conference are in r<ci ipt 1 i
cheering news ln>m Cornw.l, an I .11 a re. .It

During the past two weeks two addition*
by faith and baptism at North Carlton, Bro
L A William* preaching

Bro David Hendcron.ofCharter, Tower 1
(Q ) called on u* on hi* way to W A He
sailed in the •• Darcoo," on the 1st inst.

Those wanting any of the Sunday School
Commcr.tane; for 1897 are reminded that
orders must be in by September 24th

Bro. F. Newby, 40 Gordon *1, Padding
ten. NrS.W., is now- the secretary for the
church meeting al Campbell street, Sydney,
Bro. E. Gole having resigned.

Bro Wm. Dicken* (»on of our age! and
esteemed Bro Jaber Dickens) has been
preaching during the past month al South
Melbourne We are pleased to see the von
walking so worthily in the footstep* of hi*
father

have decided t.i extend tiro I’i.t n •• tltaa
then- fur another three month*

We are pleased to nnlire that a r.«w»
chapel is t«* lie opened next Dr I • d ly at
Duninunklc, near Minyip (Vic) Tin* li
now the filth chapel that ha* lc.-n envied
in the Wttnmera district 1 \.ur cf these
may Indirviily ba attributed to the excellent
Home Mission work carried on in the
Wlmmcra di.tri.t by the Vidorian C< -.ter-
ence Committee.

Evwmr - Since I* t up rt we have ha!
eight addition two baptise 1 believers, two
baptised am! four restored On Ihurulay,
Sept jrd. we had an hit* resting IrCturc by­
Bro Walden on Old and New- Lm Ion 1 he
place was crowded Bro Walden ha*
xt.utid a preparation dais for the ^un.lay
School teachers, which i* likely to l*c ci
great assistance to them C A lv

The Conference of S A. churchcv will be
held in the Grote st chapel, Adelaide, on
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday the if th.
17th and 18th inst. We prevent our con­
gratulations and wish them a very happy
and profitable time.

The Sale of Gift* in aid of the Rescue
Home conduded by Mr and Mr* Pittman.
which is to beheld in tho Independent Hall,
Russcll-street, Melbourne, will be opened
by Lady Snowden on Tuesday afternoon,
October 6th, al 1 o'clock.

Al the preachers' meeting held last Mon
day in the Lygon-»treet chapel Dro. W S
Houchln* gave an instructive address on
•• Some I’hax* of Inspiration." This was
followed by on interesting discussion. At
the next nreetting Bro Moysey will speak
on "The Funflion* of Conscience "

A* Bro C. Garland, secretary of the
church al Launceston, is leaving for Eng­
land. Bro. W. G. Porter, 242 Cbarks-strcct.
Launceston, Tai, has been appointed to
succeed him The small church there is
very much in want of evangelistic help
We direct atientian to the rcjwrl in cur
news column*

The Victorian Heme Mi denary are
organising a number of *pciid meeting* n
the city and suburban churches l-a t
Thursday evening one wx* held at Bruns­
wick (Bru Craigicpresiding), at which Frn
Moysey and McCracken gave stirring ad­
dresses Mi-.iM Bentaa recited. ar. 1 Mr
Moyx-y gave a solo. The local chv’r .il
rendered a few pieces Tu-ni/ht a meeting
will be held In the I.yg-m street cbijs.1

It is exported that one will al*o be hell
at Swarutoa-slrevl on Wednesday. bept
ajrd Altrartive programmes ;ae l«.ng
prepared for these meeting*. acJ n i*! ; -1
that intcieit in our Hume Missicn will l<
stimulated.

The limelight lectures up.<n India-?.
Chinese, and Kanaka Musi n* no., h
given in the Melbourne a-J i.l.::lx?
churches by Bn. 1- Bitman. arc K. ;
attends I by targe an! apprc-tativc a.-i
cnee* The following appointment* l a. ■
been fixed, ether* are being anar<.-1
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We are glad to notice that the various
branches of the Methodist family in Victoria
and Tasmania have voted largely in favour
of union. The question some time ago was
remitted by (he Federal Conference to the
members of the churches. Out of 29.000
ballot papers issued, over 16,000 were re­
turned. Some 12.593 declare for union.
a,6Sr arc against it, while the balance arc
either informal or neutral The union.
therefore, is almost sure to take place be
tween this and 1902, that in. the final ad will
be consummated in that year. The united
church will likely be known as the Methodist
Church, although we think it would be an
improvement if they called themselves by a
more Scriptural name. This is only the
forerunner of the union of the Methodist’s
family in all the Colonics.

A correspondent, says the Sculhnn Crerr,
sends us a programme of a "grand art
union " which is to be held early in October
in aid of St Mark's church (Anglican),
Filzroy, The objeds of " art," which are
to be distributed by a gambling process,
range from a bicylc to a pair of boots, from
a side of bacon to a silk umbrella: and
amongst them is " a trophy donated by the
Victorian Brewing Company," which, our
correspondent suggests, is nothing less than
a barrel of beer I " If the Church of Eng­
land," says our correspondent (himself a
loyal Anglican), "can only keep this up.
they ought soon to obtain the Pope’s recog­
nition. It’s just about his standard." We
frankly believed that all the Protestant
churches, at least, had given up rattles and
art unions as a means of raising money
Public opinion on this |>oint has grown
peremptory; and a church that stoops to
gamble to fill hs collection plates becomes,
justly, an object of public contempt But
what shall we ray of a church tha1 rattles a
barrel of beer in order to swell Its funds ?
We fear St Mark’s, Filzroy, needs a special
** mission " nil to itself in order to restore
Its moral tunc

Bro. A Mcfxait (who lately visited
the Australian colonies) Is writing an ac­
count of bis travels to the American papers
entitled "A Circuit of the Globe.” The
la t to hand Is "From Ceylon to Australia."
The following are the remarks with which
he introduces himself to Australia.- ’'Ten
day Miftcr leaving Colombo we entered King
George's Sound and called at Albany to set
down passengers and to take on the mails.
It Is at Albany that men going to the gold-
fir Id • of Coolgardic leave the ship They go
the real of the way by rail Three days
after h aving Albany we camo to Adelaide.
As we drew near, I was wondering If any
one would be on the dock to receive me I
had uni no positive promise that 1 would
sl .it Austndia. I had made up my mind to

io sonic hotel, and to go to rhunh the
«' »l mvrnli 1: and make myall known

Before we dropped anchor a boat came out
to meet the ship. On the deck were T.
J. Gore, D. A. Ewers. H. D. Smith, and C.
Rankinc. They were waving their hats and
welcoming me to Australia. On the pier
J. C. Dickson and M. W. Green were wait­
ing to repeat the welcome. Mr. Gore took
me to his own house and made it my home
while in Adelaide, and a most delightful and
restful home it is. I shall have something
to say about these good friends in another
letter.” We will look with Interest for his
impressions of Australia. It may do us
good to "see ourselves as others see us."'

LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.

RITCHIE. —The cold and icy hand of
death has removed from our midst in
Pakenham our beloved and highly esteemed
Bro. George Ritchie, who fell asleep In
Jesus on Wednesday, 19th August, whilst
silting in his chair, having reached the
advanced age of 74. For some time past
he had been ailing, and we feared he would
not be long with us, but the change came
sooner than ueeipedled. He leaves behind
him an aged wife and family to mourn his
loss; but we rejoice to know that they sor­
row not as those without hope. He was an
affectionate husband, a kind and forgiving
father, a true friend, and. above all, a loving
and devoted disciple of his i-ord and
Master. We laid his remains in the Paken­
ham Cemetery on Friday, 21st. The funeral
service was conducted by Bro. Cavanagh.
Bro. Ritchie arrived in this colony in the
year '49. and about two weeks after his
arrival was baptised and became a member
of the Baptist Church meeting in Collins-st.
continuing with them until 1868, when he
was brought to a dearer knowledge and
led to join the church of Christ In the
year 1S69 the church was planted in Paken­
ham by Bro. Hamill with 6 members. Bro
Ritchie being one. He accepted the re­
sponsible |K>sitlon of presiding brother,
which he has continued to hold ever since.
For many years he has been noted for his
hospitality towards the visiting brethren and
evangelists, some of the latter staying with
him fur weeks at a lime. It can be truly
said of him that he did good to all men, but
csjxcially to those of the household of faith,
and we Iccl confident that when the Lord
comes to reward his servants he will be
amongst the number.

" Tossed no more 011 life’s rough billow,
All the storms and tempest fled ;

Death hath found a quiet pillow
l or the aged pilgrim's head."

Pakenham. Aug jj || |{
COLEMAN -()n August 9th at Castle-

maincour Bro I rank Coleman passed away
•it the residence of his fathcr-ln law, our
' itvand Bru Crump Nearly three ycaia

ago he went to South Africa, but finding
his health failing came back to his wife and
two little children about six months ago,
when all that fond nursing and loving af­
fection could do proved of no avail, the
sickness having too great a hold of him.
He passed away at the early age of 35.
Our dear brother could testify in his last
moments of the preciousness of Jesus to
him and of His presence with him in the
valley of the shadow of death. He was
baptised by Bro. Cowley at North Fitzroy
about eleven years ago. J.T.
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VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Church. Kaniva, /3 tos.; do., Carew, £2

15s.: do., Malvern, per M. McLellan, £1 5s ;
do., Brunswick, collection at special meeting,
10/6; Drummond, per Sister Gilmore, 6/6;
Malvern, per Sister Huntsman, 14/-; Surrey
Hills, per Sister Cust, 7/-; Winter Bros. St.
George (Q), 8/-; Brethren at Steel's Gully,
£r; A Sister. Newarptirr, 5/-; Sister Stev­
enson, Brisbane, 19/6.

" Milford," J. A. Davies,
C.hurch-st., Hawthorn. Treasurer.

RESCUE HOME.
Thankfully received Mr. II. Saltmarsh,

Owen, SA . 14/6; Col. card, Miss Marion
Pattison, Elphinstonc, £1 ; J.F, N.Z , 5/-!
Col card, Mrs GreenhiH, Callingwood, to/6,

Armadale, Vic. Jos. PlTTMAN.
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J Peterson, A. Boak, Winter Bros., H.
Saltmarsh, per Rains, J M. Goldsworthy,
Mist Pappin, 5/-; Dr. Warren. 2/-, C. A.
Ball, 15/-. J .Froggatt. A.L Grecnsluelds.lo •

Malcolm McI.ili.an, Publisher
528 Elizabeth-sired, Melbourne.
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CHURCH Ob' CHRIST.
COOLOARDIE.

Brethren visiting Coolgardie are invited
to call on Brethren Clarke and Payne (next
to the Thvatre Royal), or on Bro. Hoyle.
Sylvcstcr-strcct. who will be pleased to
direct the way to our MmrriNQ But >1.
where a hearty welcome awaits all members

P. G, DUNN,
BOOKSELLER . AND : STATIONER.

GLENFERRIE RD-,

Agent for (loodnIPA Choice Teas
I. uuntry Oulu* will receive Prompt Aitentwnl

WANTED, Situation of any kind about
Melbourne or Suburbs by LAD of 16,
church member. Apply, A. B Maui.'.


