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Current Topics.
TRICYCLE RACING.—We arc

sorry to note, says the S/cc-
iator, that bicycle-racing is

rapidly falling into the lines of horse­
racing. Prizes of several hundred
pounds are contended for, and bets
arc laid on the favourites. We
expect to sec the newspapers pub­
lish the odds before long, and io
hear of young men breaking down
under the strain of the racing. It is
a great pity that so useful a thing as
the bicycle should be put to so bad
a use.

e UMFORTS FOR PAL'PERS.
Mr. Laver, the newly appoin­

ted Superintendent of the Benevo­
lent Asylum, Melbourne, came upon
an astonishing find the other day
when he overhauled the cellars.
The most wonderful thing about it
is that it should have been there for
him to find. The Argm announced
it under the heading of “Comforts
for Paupers"; but whatever may
have been the destination of the
casks of salt fish discovered, we
may Lc sure that the wine, ale, and
stout, and the ” 570 bottles of other!
liquors, including champagne, v.lic
not intended for the comfort of the
poor old inmates. There seems to
have been some curious manage­
ment in the past. The cellar book
was evidently nut kept strictly
ported up in the bygone years.

/Y\ ATRIMON1AL AG LN CI Lb.
L|2 h \.u;, pleasant to lead in the

report cf the Church of England As­
sembly (says the S/cctatcr) the state­
ment of the Diocesan Registrar that
no Anglican clergyman is celebrat­
ing marriages in connexion with
any of the “ matrimonial agencies."
Some time ago there was a man who
had done this, but when it became
known the Bishop's licence was re­
voked. The Chinch of England
promptly cleared itself of this scan­
dal ; so did the Baptist Churches at
the recent meeting of their I nion.
and any other Church that may be
concerned had better go and do like­
wise. Surely the Government can

I help in abolishing these “ Chaplains
i of the Fleet."

✓Organic unity.—The r*
• >£/ turiitu Churchman says: •• The
I action of the Wesleyan body in the
I direction of organic unity deserves
complete success, and we arc pleased

I to note the acTion of the Prcsby-
| tcrian Church in the same direction.
I We would give much to see a far
I wider reunion than this. Say, for
> instance, union between the Church
I of England, Presbyterian, and rc-
| united Wcsleyans. Of course suih
I a thing would take time to consum­
mate, and would cost something on
all sides in the way of concession.
but the results would repay the lu-.
sustained a hundredfold. One can­
not undo the f. Uy of the past ycats
without shrewd twinges of pain, or
without some whJ< .om humilia­
tion. Well.bc it 10. ‘1 he gain tu
all spiritually, in moral ctic.t, m
men, money, means, would be al­

most incalculable." This is very
good as far as it goes. The next
thing we would like to hear is that
they were looking for a basis of
unity in the New Testament and not
outside of it.

••^IIERE WERE GIANTS IN
'D THOSE DAYS."—Many

statements of the Bible which
for years past have been ridiculed
by sceptics, arc now being proved
correct. Every week almost discov­
eries are made bearing out the truth

j of Scripture, and showing that faeTs,
i unknown from any other source,
I have for centuries been taught by
j the Word of God. A favourite per-
1 tion of the Bible fur infidels tu sneer
at is that relating to the giant races

| of bygone days. The story of the
Anakim compared with whom or dr-

[nary men were "as grasshoppers"
(Num. 13 : jj), and even the account

j of Goliath of Gath, whose height
[was about lift. Gin., nearly twice
! that of an average man, have been
i: touted by atheists as impo. >:blc
I and absurd. Nut lung ago, however,
1 Prof-. -■ or Flindeis Petrie, the famous
1 explorer, du covered in Egypt trac..
of a giant race quit, as remarkable
a. the Anakim, and at San Di« a
few month:, bftek, the mummy cf a
man ntaily «/t. high was unearthed
from 1:. it., j 1 u - : .
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For several years the Moslems of
Liverpool have worshipped in a
dwelling-house, but they are now
about to eretff a properly appointed
mosque, which shall rival in splen­
dour the costliest Christian church
in that city. It is not generally
known to the thousands of people
who visit the Indian Exhibition at
Earl's Court that there is a Moham­
medan mosque in its grounds. Here
every night and morning the muez­
zin, or Moslem priest, gives the call
to prayer, and all the Mohammed­
ans in the Exhibition grounds enter
the mosque, and after going through
the various postures of standing,
kneeling, and prostration enjoined
by the Koran, mumble out their
petitions to Allah. No unbeliever
of any kind is allowed to enter the
sacred precincts of the mosque, the
beautifully carved doors of which
are jealously closed and guarded by
the muezzin when the faithful have
left. There is also a Mohammedan
mosque and burying-ground at Wo­
king, and to this building a large
number of London Moslems resort
on holy days to perform their devo­
tions. It is not, however, so beau­
tiful as that of Liverpool promises to
be.------------
fpANY VOICES.—Rome can

talk with many voices, says
the Southern Cross. It has one
language for the educated, and
another for the ignorant. Ils
accents when addressing, say, a
Protestant audience are curiously
different from those it uses when
talking to its own Hock. The
Christian publishes a report, taken
from a local paper, of an address by
an Irish priest, Father Gildca, on
the powers of the priesthood. Here
is a passage from this remarkable
address:

A two-fold power is imparted to
the priest—power over the natural
body of Christ and power over the
members of the church. The rulers
of this earth issue commands, and
thousands obey; but a far greater
power is given to the prie t of God.
Every day, in the sacrilx c of the
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Purity, Peace, Unity, Love, Power.

r
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I will find only one created being who
■in forgive lhe i inner, and Um

- sec that the pnest is raised
! “ >und lhe bright, i . p„>ts w
' < lOd has < n ' ...

mass, he can say to the Son of God,
“Come down from heaven," and
immediately Christ obeys. At the
bidding of a mere creature the great
King of heaven and earth, He whose
majesty fills all places, leaves His
throne at the right hand of God,
and comes and meekly rests on our
altars, within the little chalice, or in
the cold ciborium. What earthly
power can vic with this, or, might
I add, what heavenly power either ?
The angels, indeed, see our Lord
face to face, but then they arc not
permitted to hold Him in their
hands, or to control His movements.
Besides the power which the priest
has over the body of our Lord, he
possesses another, if possible, a
greater power still, and one which
almost seems to make him omni­
potent. The rulers of this world
have power to open and close the
prison gates of earth, but the priest
can open and close the gates of
heaven and hell. An earthly judge
can restore the innocent alone to
freedom, but the priest can give that
blessing even to the guilty. Take a
poor sinner, whose soul is weighted
down with the accumulated sins of
many years, and see to whom must
he have recourse if he seeks for
mercy.
heaven?
angel, io Si. Michael, the prince of
lhe heavenly hosts, to Mary, the
mother of God ? The angels, indeed,
may keep away the evil spirits which
surround this poor child of Adam.
Mary may pray for him. But
neither lhe angels nor Mary can
remove one single sin from off his
soul. Who ran do this for him 1
The priest of God. lie can rescue
the sinner from hell and make him
worthy 10 be received into heaven

article on “ Prayer and
Praise al Gospel Meetings"

we have selected for publication that
of Bro. A. G. Chaffer, and, as we
previously intimated, our present
reply will close the discussion.

Our correspondent admits that on
the line of argument laid down what
we have said upon the point is
perfectly true, but contends that our
line of argument is a mistaken one;
however, it remains to be seen
whether the latter statement
anything more than mere assertion.
Indeed, it is quite possible that our
line of argument has not been
properly understood, and this wc
think to be the case. One of the
points under consideration
whether the words of Jesus m the
Sermon on the Mount condemned
public prayer in itself alone con­
sidered, or the hypocrisy of the
Pharisees in praying in the opt’0
market-place for the mere purpo^
of display. Our contention *•“

i that it was the latter which
I condemned, and not the former, at 1

I *n support of our contention v.c 
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instances in which Jesus Himself
prayed in public. Whether that
public consisted of saints or sinners
does not nffedl the question of the
legitimacy of public prayer. Private
prayer we understand to be such
prayer as Jesus offered when he
retired into a mountain alone to
pray, and public prayer we under­
stand to be that offered before any
assemblage irrespective of the char­
acter of those composing it. It
seems, however, that our friends do
not regard prayers offered in the
meetings of the church as being of a
public character, but the process of
reasoning by which this conclusion
is reached is not easily understood.
If the meetings of the church were
strictly confined to its members and
its doors rigorously barred against
all outsiders, the prayers would still
be public in contradistidlion to those
offered by individual Christians in
the privacy of their chambers. But
as the church doors are not barred,
and visitors are permitted to be
present to witness "our order," it
follows, even on the line of reasoning
adopted by our friends, that the
prayers offered are public, fur the
presence of even one non-Christian
destroys the idea of privacy they
have built up.

Having now dealt with what con­
stitutes private and public prayer,
we are at liberty to deal with some
of the criticisms on our article. Our
critic informs us that he read our
article very attentively, but judging
from the way in which he misrepre­
sents what wc said, we should
scarcely think so. “ What now, he
says, “becomes of the contention
that because Jesus prayed in public,
in the instances quoted, therefore t.c
have the right to conduct our gospel
meetings with prayer and praise?'
Well, it so happens wc did not make
any such “ contention." U e arc in
the habit of dealing with one thing
at a time, and rather object to 

mixing things up. The matter under
consideration was private rrmr public
prayer, and as to whether Jesus con­
demned the latter. We asserted
that He did not, for the simple but
cogent reason that He Himself
prayed in public, hence “ the in­
stances quoted." But, though we
did not use this argument in favour
of prayer at Gospel meetings in our
previous article, we have no objec­
tion to doing so now.

If it can be shown that Jesus
prayed in a public place, where a
mixed assemblage was or might be
found, then we have a valid argu­
ment for His disciples doing the
same; and this alone affords ample
justification for prayer at public
meetings, whether they be for the
preaching of the Gospel or not, for
the question at issue is, whether
prayer may be offered in the pre­
sence ot an audience in which
unconverted persons are to be found.
Our opponents evidently feel the
force of this argument, for they
endeavour to escape from it by-
asserting that on the occasions on
which Jesus prayed in public He
prayed as a Jew in the presence of
Jews only. Unfortunately for them,
however, this position cannot be
sustained. The falls of the case all
go to show that Jesus was not
troubled with the scruples which
some of our brethren have upon this
matter. If in the presence of His
disciples, Jesus prayed. If sur­
rounded by a great throng of curious
spectators, Jesus prayed. In that
supreme moment of darkness and
anguish on the cross, surrounded
by Roman soldiers, He also prayed.
No candid mind can think for a
moment that Jesus on these occa­
sions had any care whether aliens
were present or not; the need of the
moment called for prayer, ami o He
prayed. And lu wc take it that if
any of ChrLt’s disciples in these
days feel that prayer is de irablc,

either in the presence of the con­
verted or the unconverted, no one
has any right to call in question
their doing so. The Pharisaism
does not lie with the devout souls
thus ailing, but rather with those
who(unconscious!y,nodonbt) assume
to be better and wiser than Jesus.

It is alleged that we have “ missed
the meaning — completely reversed
it, in fall" of 1 Cor. 14 : 22-25.
That we have gone astray in re­
garding the "unbelievers" mentioned
in this portion of Scripture as
" strangers," and are assured with
all gravity that instead of being
“strangers" (men of the world) they
were "unlearned" Christians. No
doubt there were unlearned Chris­
tians in those days as there arc in
our own, but neither ancient nor
modern history furnishes an example
of a man who was an " unbeliever"
and a “Christian" at one and the
same time. The word found in this
passage, and which is translated
" unbeliever," is precisely the same
word as found in Luke 12 : 46,
" will appoint him his portion with
the unbelievers1 Cor. 6; 6, “and
that before the ttnMieven2 Cor.
6: 14, " Be not unequally yoked to­
gether with unbelievers'' If it is
alleged that “ unlearned or unbe­
lievers" refer to one class of persons,
then the reference is to " unlearned
unbelievers"; if on the other hand
two classes are indicated, which is
undoubtedly the cace, there is no
alteration in our argument, for the
“unbeliever" or “man of the world"
remains. The picture drawn by
Paul is that of the whole church
being a: st mbit 1 together, and bung
visited by two cl.v • s of persons,
Viz.t (1) “ U:. I ( 1 . it
• piritual gifts), ar: 1 (2)“unb. :v. \< "
(h athui 10 ui • •u.ut. J- ..r.b I I--.-

I fad that “torn’tics" were a sign to
! the “unb< lie v. r' rather than ta th:
“unbeliever," and that "1: .q h :y 
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than the “unbeliever,” only serves
to accentuate the difference between
the two classes of persons named.
“Tongues," from their startling
nature, would attract attention and
serve as a “sign," as on the day of
Pentecost, but preaching or teach­
ing, in which there is nothing neces­
sarily startling, while it would pro­
duce convirtion of sin in the unbe­
liever, was not a special “sign" to
him It is evident, therefore, that
“ unbelievers" were permitted to be
present at the worship of the early
church, and that it was expelled by
the orderly, intelligent conduit of
its meetings that good results would
follow. Consequently, if it was
right to pray and sing in the pre­
sence of unbelievers in meetings for
worship, it cannot be wrong to do
so in meetings where the Gospel is
preached.

It is quite true that the context
of i Tim. 2 : 8 has reference to
meetings of Christians for worship,
but if Paul meant to limit the
“ everywhere" or “every place" to
such meeting it is somewhat strange
that be did not use the word
“assembly." The fart that he did
not do so seems to indicate that he
had a wider outlook before him.
Hut, without dwelling on this, we
may note in passing that in the
same chapter Paul exhorts the
disciples that “supplication, prayers*
intercessions and giving of thanks
be made for all men," and surely if
prayers, may be offtrtd for “all
men," what violation of principle
can there be in offering them in
their jrtuncti

Our correspondent desires to know
what the “ giving of thanks " by the
Apostle Paul on the occasion of the
shipwreck has to do with the preach­
ing of the Gospel. Well, it has a
great deal to do with it so far as the
present discussion is concerned, and
in this wayIf Paul could give
thanks tu God in the presence of

the sailors, soldiers and prisoners on
board of that ship, why cannot our
friends of the opposition give thanks
to God for the blessings which He
is constantly bestowing on mankind
in the presence of the congregation
they are preaching the Gospel to ?
Technically and strirtly speaking,
perhaps, this would not be prayer,
but in a general sense it comes
under that head, and certainly a
thanksgiving utterance, instead of
the more general prayer, would be
quite appropriate. No one presumes
to dirtate as to what form of prayer
a preacher shall offer—whether all
petition, or all thanksgiving, or both
combined.

It is very little use reiterating the
statement that the instances re­
corded in the New Testament of
the Gospel being preached give no
hint of alls of worship. It has
already been pointed out that these
instances were exceptional, and that
none of our preachers of to-day
would suggest prayer and praise
under like conditions. Our corres­
pondent says: “ In the New Testa­
ment we have many instances where
the Gospel was preached, and at the
same time not the slightest hint that
it was in any way associated with
alls of worship." Well, it so happens
that the preaching of the Gospel
was frequently associated with arts
of worship, for it was the custom of
Paul to preach the Gospel in the
synagogues of the Jews as often and
as long as he was permitted. True,
these were Jewish “alls of worship";
nevertheless, had there been any’
thing wrong in associating the
preaching of the Gospel with “arts
of worship," we might reasonably
expert that Paul wou|d have given
some indication of the fart. Apart
from this, and a few special cases,

I we have no means of knowing how
j Gospel meetings were condurtcd in
i lhc-c cailV and consequently
j we must conduct them in keeping

with the general principles of the
New Testament. Under this head
we find that it is right for Christians
to engage in arts of worship in the
presence of unbelievers, that Jesus
thus prayed, and that Paul offered
thanks, and that the chutch thus
prayed and sang ; consequently the
disciple of modern days is quite at
liberty to do arts of worship—be
they praise, prayer or thanksgiving
— in the presence of the unsaved,
whether at a meeting for preaching
the Gospel or anywhere else.

That prayer and praise is some­
times condurtcd in an inappropriate
manner at Gospel meetings, we
freely admit, and so far as reform
in this direction is concerned wo
are willing to do what we can to
bring about a change. It is quite
true that hymns are frequently sung,
the sentiments of which arc wrong
in fart and false in doctrine. The
general use of Sankey’s Hymns has
led to the sclcrtion of hyrnns more
for their melody than for their truth
or sense, and the disuse of that book
as it now stands would be a decided
gain in the interests of truth. U <-’
strongly recommend the publication
of a cheap Hymn Hook for use at
Gospel meetings—one that would
preserve the wheat of Sankey’s col-
lertion and leave out its chaff.

1>. A. EWERS.

D. A. Ewers was born at Enfield,
near Adelaide, S.A., on April 28th,
'853. His parents were concerted
with the Brethren (miscalled “ Plym­
outh "), and his earliest recollertions
are of the little meetings they’ atten­
ded. They united with the Discipl^5
when he was about 12 years old,
and he was baptised by II. S. I’-*1*
in 1867 at the age of 14. A y<ai

j later he removed to Mt. Gainbit r,
where be met with the little church

J in C. Clarke’s house. After a h
years, the house becoming too small
the old Baptist chapel was l< nb

I ‘nd here be preached his first Mf
. mon from “What must 1 do to
I saved?" before he was 18. Thu h-
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D. A. EWERS.

wrote out, committed to memory and
recited. In 1874 he removed to King­
ston, Laccpede Bay, where hr en­
gaged in business and was instru­
mental in forming a small church
long since scattered, but the mem­
bers of which have done good work
in other places. He removed to
Adelaide in 1878, and was soon after
engaged by the Conference Commit­
tee as an evangelist, and labored for
about 12 months at Two Wells and
Reeves Plains. The next year he
removed to Murtoa, Victoria, and re­
sumed his business as a wheelwright.
Here he organised a congregation
which became the mother church
of the Wimrnera District. Among
the first baptised wasG. H. Browne
(now evangelist at Brim), with
whom he shortly after entered into
business partnership. Hue also he
t:rst began writingfor our paper: ,and
his "Chips from a Wheelwrights
Block" were widely read.

At the request of the late Stephen
Check, Bru. E. commenced a • c tit •
cf regular arti.lc. for bis paper the

Cltristiitu Pioneer, started in Queens­
land. On the death of the gifted
editor in February, 1883, after the
publication of two issues, Bro.
Ewers, at the request of the Vic­
torian Missionary Committee, look­
up the evangelistic work in Queens­
land, removing there in April of that
year. The Pioneer w;i‘i revived in
August, and from that date has been
published by him, first as a monthly,
but since September, 1888, as a
weekly. He spent a busy four
years and six months in Queensland,
where he bapti cd some hundreds
of people and was more or It ■>
directly connected with the planting
of churches at Kdlarney, Allor.i,
Brisbane, Mt. Walk* r, Harrisville,
Marburg. Vrrnor, Ma Ma Crick,
Gympie an 1 Ipswich. , He also la­
bored at Warwick, Toowoomba,
Hosewood and Charters Tower.
Among hi ; 0 workers were 1 . W.
1 icy, B. C. J I.itk, 11. Gnodacre
and H. Tilcock, all of whom arc
now preaching in America.

In s-pt-mber. 1- ,, Bro. Lv.u

I returned to Victoria, and for a few’
| months labored in the Shepparton

District under the Conference Com-
mittee, and later on spent six months
at Williamstown. In September,
1><88, he accepted a call from the
Hawthorn church, with which he
labored for over three years, during
which time there was a net increase
of over 60 members. In November,
1891, he commenced his work at
Doncaster. Owing to the limited
population the number of additions
has not been so large as in other
fields, but the church has made

. substantial progress, and his rela­
tionship with the brethren there has
been most profitable and enjoyable.
He removes to Sydney at the end
of this month, having accepted an
invitation from the Missionary
Committee to labor in one of the
suburbs.

In addition to his evangelistic and
! editorial labors Bro. Ewers has taken
an active part in many other depart­
ments of church work. He was
practically the founder of the
Queensland Conference of churches,
and since his return to Victoria
has taken a prominent part in co­
operative work here, having been
President of the Conference, and for
must of the time a member of the
Missionary Committee. He has also

I been a member of the S.S. Union
Executive Committee for several
years. Taking a great interest in
the C.E. movement he was one of
the promoters and the first President
of our own Endeavor Union. He is
also known as a hearty supporter
with voice and pen of both Home
and Foreign Missions, ami an un­
compromising opponent of the drink
trade, also an advocate of Scrip­
ture lessons in State Schools.

Bro. Ewers counts him1 elf for­
tunate in having had a good mother
and in possessing a good wife. To
the former more than to any other
pi rson he considers himself indebted
for the religious influences which
have moulded his life, and to the

I latter he owes more than he can
| well say. In addition to proving
; -i true m Ip meet in the homo, she
i has taken an active inter*, .t 1:1 the
1 Sisters’ Conference of Vk'lmia, of
which slit- was Secretary Lr some
year:, and in which sir.- 1. now a

I Vice president.

Drcminr.it
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Our Position.
------:o:------

Letter No. 2.
Dunedin, 7/8/96.

My dear Mr.---------
I am in receipt of your courte­

ous letter of the 5th inst., which I
have perused carefully. And I am
sure that my reply shall be couched
in the same kindly terms, because
my feelings on the matter are only
those of profound regret that any
such vital difference should exist, as
apparently does exist, between us.
However, if after a calm, and, I
trust, prayerful examination of our
points of difference, we arc enabled
to see a little more eye to eye, we
shall, doubtless, both be the better
for it.

The opening sentence of your
favour is:—“1 do not wish you to
explain away any Scriptural teach­
ing.” Now, I am quite sure that
this is so; but the very assurance
rather increases than diminishes the
difficulty under which your remark
places me. All the dodlrines held
by the Churches of Christ must be
characterised by two things; 1 They
must be expressed in clear Scripture
language, and 2 They must be in
harmony not only with the textual,
but with the constructive meaning
of the N.T. Now, the various items
of our position contained in my last,
were, it seems to me, in strifl accord
with those two things. The diffi­
culty with me, therefore, is, how to
“repudiate” any of these items
and not explain away or alter the
Scripture teaching. This appears
to me inevitable.

Your frank statement that “1 do
not regard baptism, i.e., immersion,
as a condition of pardon,” raises a
clear issue, ami if we are both desir­
ous of divine guidance, there ought,
1 think, to be no insurmountable
difficult in arriving at a full and final
settlement of it. And surely the
Holy Scriptures constitute the only
legitimate authority for deciding any
vital question of this sort.

Now, my dear sir, our position on
the matter is briefly this. When
the I.ord said “He that believeth
ami is immersed shall be saved,” He
meant, shall receive “forgiveness of
?.ins that are past.” This is evident
from Luke’s version (24 : 47) “and
that repentance and rcmis .ion of
sins * hould be preached in Ins name
unto all the nations, beginning at
Jerusalem.” It appears to us plain,
therefore, that in the expression
“believeth <11:1 is immersed,'' the 

conjunction so couples the two to­
gether, that only this meaning can
be drawn from it without doing
violence to the simplest rules of
language.

And then, as powerful collateral
evidence that this is the correct
interpretation, we have the first
gospel sermon that wasever preached
and its results. When the Jews
(Atfls 2) were “pricked to the heart"
it was because they believed that
“ Jesus Christ is the Son of the
living God," and they asked “ What
shall we do ?" The answer is plain
and — we think—conclusive: “Re­
pent and be immersed every one of
you in the name of Jesus Christ for
the remission of your sins." This,
we take it, is in exact keeping with
the wording of the commission
already quoted, and we confess our
entire inability to place any other
construction upon it than the self-
evident and obvious one. If you
can do so, I shall be glad to give it
my most careful attention.

they are the latter, have you, as a
minister o fthe gospel, any scriptural
authority to tell those people that
they are already forgiven, or would
your duty be lovingly to tell them
what the Lord requires of them ?

That there are many godly people
who honestly think they have been
baptised, and that they have fulfilled
the Scripture requirement when
sprinkled as infants, we have no
doubt. But then we—Baptists and
disciples alike — believe they are
wrong in this. Now it is not our
prerogative to say that such shall
not be saved. We just leave them
in the Lord's hands, sure that the
Judge of all the earth will do right.
But then, shall we alter or set aside
the Lord's teaching to suit this
altered condition of things ? Is not
Popery alone responsible for the
changed aspect of affairs? And shall
we have more respetfk for the Pope's
mandate than for the teaching of
the Christ ? This, it seems to me,
is the sum and substance of the

And when I said that all our
do(fttines must be in harmony not
only with the textual, but with the
constructive teaching of the N.T., 1
meant that this textual reading
already indicated is in strict keeping
(1) with every case of conversion
contained in the N.T., and which is
recorded after the ascension of our
Lord, and (2) with every reference
to the ordinance subsequently made
by the apostles.

le.us

candidly, do

ence ? And, on t|,c other |und.

Will you kindly bear with me
white 1 try to indicate where, in my
judgment, the mistake is made ?
We are prone to think of those
words of our Lord in the light (?) of
the altered condition of things in
these days. I here arc many godly i
ptous people who hare been brought 1
up under Christian influences, but |
from whom tins scripture dotflrine '
has been withheld. It is doubtless
of such that you say, •• 1 C3nnol I
regard the ummmetsed who arc I
believers as unforgiven." XOw, my I
' l ,ir Sir. the. f, not the question at I
!■». We have no right to say
who ate not fouriw,,. The question
s, I./..II p

, those "unimmersed who are be-
hevers know the truth and refmo
compliance with it? <j
ignorance of it lluj(
believers who love '
Christ, honestly li<
measure of their lig|
the former, I ask \

whole matter, and if it be so it
certainly opens up an aspctH of the
question that cannot well be over­
estimated.

Your explanation re the expression
to which exception was taken is
entirely satisfactory.

And permit me to express the
hope, which 1 do most sincerely,
that we may yet be able to teach
common ground on which we can
work for the great end we both have
at heart. And surely if both are
anxious only for the salvation of
men, and are willing to be guided
by the simple teaching of Christ,
we ought to find no insuperable
difficulty in doing this.

Yours for Christ's sake,
Chas. Watt.

(To 13 e Continual)

Correspondence.
—---------- :o:---------- —

PRAYER and PRAISE AT GOSPi-b
MEETINGS.

Dear Bro. Editor.—
In this issue of the Stash***** 1

notice an article by the pen ol n I*’1’
H. Hopkins entitled "Prayer and
•d • ) a leading article on the same iubjc.'lL
the editorial pen I have read I-'- un
attentively, and, with your kind pcrmtvi-11
u“"l«l hkr to have uimthtn. f> •



December 3. 1896. THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD.

nf the subject, and called our attention to
some very plain truth') in connection there­
with. I have listened to a great deal of
” public " praying at our gospel meetings,
and have been very much inclined to think
that it must be meant for the hearing of
men —surely it could not have been intended
for the ear of God !

You say that " It has been the custom to
regard these brethren (those objecting to
prayer and praise at gospel meetings) as

faddists, and to dismiss their objections in a
somewhat summary fashion." Urfortun-
ately this has been true in the past Their
reasons have been cast aside by the majority
of the brethren with, apparently, very little
heed as to their scriptural foundation, and,
therefore, when you say "It is only right
they should have a hearing, and that their
arguments should be duly considered and
refuted, or else be admitted and acted upon,*’
I cannot help saying that you have given
us the keynote, and I trust the brethren who
read these pages will indeed "prove all
things, and hold fast that which is good."

Now for some of the proofs Let us look
first of all at what you designate “public
prayer" In your editorial What you have
said on the point is pcrfefily true cn the lutes
cf argument have JelhutJ; but, unfortun­
ately for your position, Bro. Editor, it has
been a n/r/aZrn lint c/ argument I quite
agree with you when you say that "Jesus
did not c ondemn fulh'c prayer in Itself, but
only such as was made for mere display."
It Is a pity you did not define what you
meant by the word "public " In the in-
Mances quoted by you Jems Himself prayed
audibly in fullie . likewise at the grave of
Lazarus, but 1 maintain that is no precedent
for ut. and does not authorise us to conduct
our g.s/tl meetings with prayer and praise
What kind ul /t.'.';.- was it that Jesus prayed
in presence of ’ In the first case (John 17:
t-a1) it was His disciples -/raj. In second
case (when on the cross) in presence of His
murderers—also Jrs-r Third cam (at grave
of Lazarus) in presence of mourning relatives
and friends—Jc-1 again Is it not a fact
that Jcstxs of Nazareth v.aa born a —
" hern of a woman, born under the la-, that
he might redeem them which were under
the law ? • Did He identify Himself with
the Jewish nation ? See His conversation
with the woman of Samaria (John 4 22)—
" Ye (Samaritans) worship that which yo

ingv with prayer and praise • Surely you
will not argue that these arc parallel eases I
In thc'-e instance: where does feaist come
In ? Then, again, when Jesus prayed on
the cross, or al the grave of Lazarus, it is
not to be supposed for a moment that He
was worshipping with those that heard
Him. There was no deception in those
prayer.:, as there undoubtedly is in one
gospel meetings. Hundreds arc being de­
luded into the belief that, in Mime way or
other, they are benefited by formally parti­
cipating in the prayer of the preacher on
our platforms, without obeying the condi­
tions of the salvation offered to them
through the gospel. Of course " public "
prayer is warranted by the Word of God,
if by / ullie we mean the assembly ol disciples
of Jesus Christ for the purpose of worship.
therefore you have been running on a false
lint of rearming, and all that you have said
on that point falls to the ground.

Now. let us notice your interpretation of
1 Cor. 14 : 22-25. lt certainly seems to me
that you must have missed the meaning —
completely reversed it, in fact The 32nd
verse gives the key to the following verses.
It says Wherefore tongue 1 arc a sign net
t? them th Ji Minx, but to th: unMining: but
ruot’iirsYiNG ir for a sign not to the unMin-
inn, lut to them that Mint." With this
before us we can tee clearly that the
"unbelieving or unlearned " referred to in
the following verses are not strangers (men
of the world) but Christians. although " un­
learned " Christians. Our translators have
evidently mystified the passage by their
misuse of the words " unbelieving " and
•• unlearned " Such being the case, another
kg of your argument is in bid working
order.

Yes, dear brother. 1 believe that "Paul
knew the mind of Jesus Christ," but I fall
to see how his words in 1 Tim 2 : 8, or his
action in Arts 27, countenance prayer at the
proclamation of the gospel. The first is
certainly an exhortation to these to whom
he wrote (Christians) pointing out to them
that it was the men who were to pray al
their meetings, not t.:nen (see Connybcarc
and Howson's translation), and that the
whole context points to meetings of Chris-
tians for worship The other (Ads 27) is
where Paul "gave thank* to God" in tho
presence of tho ship wrecked crew, for tho
bread that they were about to cat Without
doubt we arc quite right in following Paul
in this. but what hat cither ca*i to du with
preaching the gospel? Surely you have
better arguments than these I

In the New Testament we have many
instances where tho gospel was preached.
and at the camo time not tho slightest hint
that It was in any way associated with a.i
of worship There is a clear lino of
running through tho Word of God (Old
Testsaer t *'<•«)tbat divides the church

of Jesus Christ from the world Where the
Bible speaks we eugZ/ la speak, and where
the Bible is silent we cu;ht to Imj silent, mid
the New Testament it silent as the grur.- at
any' amalgamation of go .pel proclamation
and worship, and in thus joining things
together that God has placed asunder we
arc violating one of the plainest fitaeiflrs cl
the Word of Truth. You say .al the outset
of your remarks- "It is customary with
with ourselves, ami other religious bodies,
to have both prayer and praise al meeting .
for the proclamation of the gospel." In
this very fact lies the secret of all the con.
fusion and amalgamation of the church with
the world — custam. We have taken our
model from our religious surroundings
instead of from the Word of God. We,
as a body, have apparently come to the
conclusion that we have grasped all truth,
and that there i* no longer any neccsdty to
bestir ourselves to any further search In
fail, there are unmistakcablc signs ol de­
clension from the position we /u:r attained
to.

Dear brother, many nnd many a time 1
have been p lined to listen to the prayers of
brethren. Take, for instance, a Sunday
School ol young children They are fidg­
eting and whispering and leasing each otht r
tho whole time the prayer of the superin­
tendent Is being offered. Is this not making
the worship of God (prayer) a common
thing ? Has that get a tendency to cd.-. vte
the young mind to a feeling ol reverence'
No! it is degrading, nnd the sooner we
wake up to the foci the better.

1 am convinced that the blessing of God
cannot follow- our present practice of miving
worship with the preaching of the go pel.
In evidence of this 1 have only to point tn
the character of tho discourse 1 that very
frequently come from our Sunday evening
platforms. The preacher evidently misses
the mark What lie says may edneate tho
Irethnn present, but the poor world, f. r
whom Christ died, and for whom the meet­
ing ought tu be specially intend-.I, Is all >.-.vd
to Marvo for want of the knowledge cl the
truth, and consequently ii n benefited
Yet tin; it called | .; l! . ; ;
There must be a lack of Lua a ledge sam-z-
wherc to account for this state ci things.
If weare t - r.'.i: j-i'.-h the 1 till b •• ■ 1
taken up in regard to proclaim... the
gospel. ” better NMOM than th. -c r- j :
b<? brought forth 'I be time has c . :c w!;t 1
th!, qUCa .. .' I I r. ' 1. ■ ■
Jciu i Chris! in Its rn..ie pure a:-..I ; .1 . t
prc -cnlati 1 (re, rd 1 b>- • a. ti t-
■ f ra,. ...

1 j •• 1. ■ . .
condemn v..>./1 . l> c . 1 I-. ar I .
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discussion, but. I trust, with a sincere re­
gard fnr the truth, believing that ns we x*»t--,
•n shall we n.if. We have been commanded
by the Master to " preach the gospel to the
whole creation " Brethren, let us l>c nitre
it h the gospel wc are preaching.

AMimosii C. Chaffer.

THE SIIENCE OF THE BIBLE
In your editorial nf Nov. 5th on " Prayer

and Singing nt Gospel Meetings" you say
•• That where the Bible . ... is silent we
are silent," and state that this sentiment
•• i« one of the war cries of the Reformation
which we heartily approve of."

For over tG years I have heard this
sentiment quoted ns a rallying cry, but I
do not know of any church that is prepared
to nU on the legitimate outcome of such* a
sentiment.

In regard to the question of singing and
praying at Gospel services, and here let me
say that as a matter of opinion I approve
of them.

The Bible is silent in regard to these
things, and by the same logic that they are
defended other pnnflicci which bictlirrn
object to can be upheld, and thus this talk
of the silence of the Bible is proved to be
unreliable because not true

I wonder where our church rolls, right
hand of fellowship, with a hy inn of welcome
by the church, inviting baptised believers
to thv Lord’s table and various other
matter;, not forgetting the modern "self-
regulating coin collector" that teaches us
our duty to God in the- matter of giving to
wit, our envelope system. I say. Where
would they be if wc rc spotted the silence of
the Bible f

I have met brethren who have boldly
stated that they endeavoured to carry out
the Idea of the silence of the Bible, but 1
have never yet met two together who were
agreed as to what constituted that silence
Hence Sunday School* would be accepted,
but Endeavour Classes rejected The En­
deavour pledge denounced aa unscriptural,
and the Temperance pledge upheld Instru­
mental music allowed 111 gospel services,
but disallowed in the church rm etings, and
so on And yet these brethren will seri­
ously assure you that the silence of the
Bible is the only safe ground

In my experience I have teen opinions in
regard to method of work carried out
Brethren have trembled for the ark ol the
laird, but beyond a slight oscillation of the
bearers they have remained Grin, one ami
all contending lor the faith

In conclusion, the longer 1 live and the
more I i-tudy the chart, the more I am
impressed with the glorious lilwrly of the
child of Gori, believing 1l1.1t in matters of
doctrine we must have unity, but in matters
of opinion, liberty C A Rot 1

I ho maxim In it alt !□ a thoroughly g<x>l 

one if properly applied, but the ignorant
and indiscriminate use of it only serves to
bring it Into disfavour. As we previously
said, in the region of ft intuit it is absolute,
but in the matter of methods it has no
application, providing the methods violate
no principle. So far a* the Christian reli­
gion is concerned, all if; frinciflts are
found in the Bible, and to these nothing
can be added or taken from. Htrt, we
must apeak where it speaks, and be silent
where it is silent. But in methods of work
wc arc not thus bound—vve are free within
a certain limit, and that limit is that every
method shall lie in harmony with the
principles set forth in the New Testament.
Il would be well for us, doubtless, d
this limitation of our freedom were better
borne In mind —Eli.]

Church News.
NEW ZEALAND.

Matavwa.—It i* some time since any
news from the church here appeared in the
columns of the Stasuauu, but although we
have not bad any news ol a special nature
to report yet tl>c cause has been going on
steadily.

Our lord's Day morning meetings for
the breaking of bread are always very well
attended. The Gospel meetings arc always
kept up on Lord's Day evenings, at which
Bren J . II Perkins and W. Ladbrook in
turn valiantly and faithfully hold forth the
Word ol Life We have also a prayer
meeting going on regularly every Wednes­
day evening, and a Mutual Improvement
Class with a membership of about 40 which
meets every alternate Friday, at which
some very interesting essays, readings
impromptu speeches, etc , etc. are given
Our Sunday School al^ still goes on
progrcv.ing under its able and untiring
superintendent. Bro Pryde. with an rfti-
cicnt staff ol teachers

which was

urengthened and upbuilt

<4 Bru

>t and conf
d Into the name
ly Spirit -Mr It

ver, something special to
’ On Thursday evening,
just dined a very inter-

i4ul nine days' mission

Pryde and the other a son of Uro A. Galt.
Bro Watt had evidently made up his

mind for real hard work, as previous Io
coming he forwarded a list of subjedls to be
advertised containing no less than eleven
addresses, one for each night except Satur­
day. and three for Lord's day morning.
afternoon and evening, from Oftober 13th
to 22nd. He entered upon his work straight
away with zeal and enthusiasm the same
evening of the day upon which he arrived,
opening the mission with a temperance
address on " The Moral, Social, ami Re­
ligious Aspects of the Liquor Question."
This was a very interesting and heart­
touching address, and Bro. Watt handled
his snbjctt in a very able manner.

The next evening Bro. Watt commenced
the gospel meetings. Each of the meetings
were well attended, notwithstanding that
the weather was rather wet nearly all the
time, and several evenings there were
counter attractions. A deep interest ua»
awakened, and a good impression was made,
Bro. Wait dealing with each of his subjoin
in a very able and lucid manner, and faith­
fully declared to the people the whole
council of God respecting their eternal wel­
fare Truly vve have had a reason of
refreshing, upbuilding, encouraging and
rejoicing.

In conclusion wc would like to say wc
owe a debt of gratitude to the officer, of the
tabernacle for kindly granting leave ol
absence to Bro Watt to hold thia nib-Jon,
and trust they will sec their way clear to
allow him to return for another short period
ns wc believe much further good would
rc .ult therefrom.

WEST AUSTRALIA.

Mrszit -On Lord’s day, Oft. 25th. the
first meeting of the church of Christ t*1"^
place in this town for the purpose of keeping
in memory the Lord's death, burial an 1
resurrection, when Bro Sylvester presided.
the following brethren being present U1*’
bylvciter, Irom Coalgardie; Bro M Ncl-.un,
from Mora.*, NSW. Bro. 11 Slowman.
from Fremantle, W. A ; Bro. J Douglas.
from Yarraville, Vic ; Bro C. Fraser, iron
Collingwood. Vic , ami Bro J. C Scinkm.

j from Brighton. The meeting was held
I the furniture shop of Bro. Scmkcn Uro
! Nelson addrcvied the meeting aud urgrd
I the necessity of attending to the divine
j • • mm.mdv of our risen Lord. Alter the
I 'U'- ting the writer wm duly elected i<-|f
j '”). and Bro. Douglas treasurer, and a*1
. 11 that they had received ft bk. 4ng fn”;»
| attending the meeting On the following
! i"'d »d.iy Bro Ncl-un presided an I I’»•’
| beraken L|>ukc on the Armour of <«-J- ’ '
■ intiaLn . |JCInK |,u-wnt an(| a young friend
I ate very pleased that al this our s«u4.4
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meeting the young man after the address
decided to accept Christ in His own ap­
pointed way, having been previously shown
the way of the Ix)rd more perfectly by one
of the members. The speaker spoke of the
importance of baptism and the commands
of Christ, and then we had the pleasure of
hearing the noble confession from our
brother in the presence of witnesses, and he
will follow out the divine command of
Christ his Lord and Saviour.

.Ve are anxiously looking forward to the
arrival of some of the sisters in the church,
and trust that they with us may labour for
the Master in this portion of His vineyard.

1 might also mention that one of our
brethren with another enthusiast inS School
work is about to start a S. School in this
place, anti has been promised the use of the
Exchange Hall free for that purpose.

We pray that many in Menzies may be
turned from darkness into the glorious
light and liberty which is in Christ Jesus.
Brethren, pray for us that we may be strong
in the Lord.

Nov. 3 Colin Fkasi:r, Sec
c 'o J C. Semken. Shenlon-st , Menzies

------- :o:-------
TASnANIA.

New Ground.—It is a lung time since we
sent any news of the church of Christ at
this place As we do not wish to be for­
gotten altogether, 1 send you these few
lines We aie living in peace and harmony.
and are pros Ing how good ami how pleasant
it i > to do so Our morning meetings arc
being well attended. On Lord’s day. Nov.
aznd, I had the pleasure of baptising two-
one, an old man (ncarlg Bo years), husband
of our Sister Coalhill It wa. an interesting
sight to see our aged brother yielding him­
self to the Lord Jesus in baptism The
other was the mother of our Bro George
Cooper She has long believed in and
professed to love her 1 .ord and Saviour.
but had not seen it to be her duty or privi­
lege to be baptised, but having been shown
the way of the Lord more clearly she was
led to obey the Lord in His appointed

SOLTI! AUSTRALIA.

MY TRIP - UP NORTH
Not to the North Pole, nor even to the

Northern Territory, but tn what is called
the - Lower North'' cf the province of

inauguration of these annual gatherings, of
which the one Just held was the fourth

The brethren come together, not for the
discussion of business, or of ways and 

has a young orchard that would delight the
I eyes and hearts of some of our Duncadct
j brethren if they could see It On Wed
| nesday morning Bro. I-inlaytam drove m<

means, so much as of questions of commi.n
interest which tend to the increase of scrip­
tural knowledge and spiritual culture.
Subjects are chosen by the Executive,
and brethren selected to write papers to
be read at the Conference, and they are
then discussed. Of course, an essential to
the success of such a gathering is the pres­
ence of a number of capable, intelligent
brethren, able to write and talk, and it is a
simple truth, and no flattery, to say that in
this district there is a percentage of such
brethren far above the average

There are seven churches in the district,
and taking Balaklava, which has the largest
population and the largest church, as the
centre, the other six are situated -'t distances
varying from 12 to 34 miles Among the
pioneers of the restoration movement in the
North may be mentioned the names ol John
Laurie. Henry Warren and James Verco,
all of whom have gone to their reward.
while Bro John Verco the esteemed presi­
dent of the General Conference, and with
whom was associated Bro David Hammond,
played no inconsiderable part in planting
the cvu«c of primitive Christianity in this
dlstria

Ol sustained cvang«-li*ts who laborer! long

j to Balaklava, where the Conference was
: to be held. Shortly after to 30, about to

brethren and sisters being as -cmblcd. Bro.
j n Marshman of Mallala opened the pro­
ceedings by announcing an appropriate

I hymn Prayer followed, and the chairman
delivered an address suitable to the occasion
A Scripture reading and another hymn fol­
lowed and then Bro. Wm Marshman (a
cousin of the chairman) ol Dalkey was
called upon to read the firrt paper, on the
question, " Will the world be converted
before the coming of Christ •’’ I cannot
attempt to give any of the many good point 1
in the essay, except to say that Bro Marsh­
man stuck to his subjefl, carefully avoiding
any incursions Into the many bye ways of
speculation, which this subject often leads
to, and clinched every argument in a way
that was most convincing Criticism and
discussion followed, the chairman wisely
checking any attempts to get <»IT the nubjexi
.and introduce other more debate-able but
less profitable subjects. Hymn 634, and
Bro F. M Worden took the platform and
read a paper on, •' Ij it necessary that the
Gospel should be preached? If 10. by

| whom ?" This seemed a strange question
| to l»e discussed by such a gathering, and

and earnestly in this field the names of
Win Judd, now out ol regular harness and
residing at Cheltenham, Victoria, ami Bro
G. Day, who rests from his laborarc mo -t
prominent The present evangeli t is Bro
G D’Nesi. He has labored here fur nearly
two years, during which lime 50 have been
added to the churches Bro. D'Ncsi is
beloved by the brethren and esteemed by
everybody. He is no conventional parson,
but an energetic, earnest laborer, a clear
and forcible preacher, and a faithful teacher.
Just the man fur the position he occupies,
Bro D’Nesi travels the distrid on his
“bike." and thinks nothing of a spin 0!
30 milts before breakfast.

Amongst the ••pillars" of the churches
are Bren Harris. Wark and Wilmot, Balak­
lava. A Greenshields, Lochiel; D Finlay­
son and Wm Marshman, Dalkey , J.
McLachlan and Harness. Alma, and B
Marshman and I Wilson, Mallala All
these brethren, together with others whose
names I cannot now recall, arc able to
edily the church and preach the gospel
Th-; aggregate membership Is alx-ut 350
There arc six meeting h<-u»cv. the total
indebtedness on which is only /40a

According t 1 arrangement I travelled
from Adelaide to O.-.i.i on Tuesday, 1 jlh,
and bciar.a tl.o g-c.t of Bra Davil 1 in
layscn Bro 1 n &:•..»deeper, j otraastrr,
and general fa.: 41101 at Owen Ho is also
turuu.K hu attention to fruit gruwlnj, a:..I

yet it afforded oppartunity for writing a d
saying some good things, and e-p< ■■ dl. ■ I
enforcing the obligation on the part of tv. ry
disciple to "preach the Word"—if not
publicly, then privately - if nut orally, then
by their lives. After that, lunch, served in
the Institute This item being in the hands
of the sisters was of course all that could be
desired, as was also the tea provided in the
same building at 5 o’clock

At j pm Conference resumed, Bru. A
1 Green,hicld i being the chairman, fully I.
| being prevent Alter a hymn and prayer

Bro. I> Finlayson read a paper on the
- Sympathy of Jesus - a good paper. < . a
taining many lK.autiful, soul • ir.cj irin ;
thoughts Alter a brief disci: Bro
D Nesi followed with an c-.ay on "ll.-j
bc»t way of bringing about unity am-:.;
profcaaing Christians" in which I • cr.;.J
the necessity for the •• unity cf thu np.rit "
in own own ranks, as our cxcmphfkatk.1 c5
the unity for which ]■ .in prayed The:
being 45 minute - to spare alt-.r t!.j» .1 <t
had been d the writer was iavI
to read his c ry r..ilat th.« 1 «.t 1
cace in AdcI v I-.-, on ‘ 11 a'! ,.:. . , [

| tbo divine plan I..r hum in salvaI, . ' > >
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Wilmot, who is head teacher of the local
public school, presided, and addresses were
delivered by Bren. W. T. S. Harris, R. G.
Cameron and G. D'Nesi, and thus concluded
the fourth Annual Conference of the chur­
ches in the North. On Thursday evening,
15th, 1 addressed the usual week • night
meeting, about 40 being present. On
Sunday addressed the church in the
morning and preached to a fair audience
in the evening. On Tuesday evening I
preached at Dal key, over 50 present, and
on Wednesday at Alms, when there were
about 30. The next day I left for Adelaide,
having thoroughly enjoyed my trip.

R. G. Cameron.
----- o------

VICTORIA.

BitiM.—We are pleased to be able Io re­
port more decisions for the Master. On
I-ord's day, Nov. 15th, one Sunday School
scholar and daughter of Bro. and Sister E.
E. Mott came forward and confessed Christ;
and again on Lird'r. day, Nov. 22nd, another
Sunday School scholar and daughter of the
writer came forward and made the good
confession, and the two were immersed the
the same hour of the night. On Friday,
the 30th Nov, a young rnan who had pre­
viously confessed Christ was baptised into
Ills Name. The two former take member­
ship at Brim, and the latter nt Galaqull.
A s they have witnessed for Christ, may they
glorify Him In their Ilves, which are His.

Nov. 27. Henry E. Quire, See.
P.S —Last Lird's day we received volun­

tary contributions from the brethren
amounting to /j 4s. fur the famine-stricken
in India, which amount has been sent on.

Colac --The brethren here were greatly
refreshed by the presence of Bro. and Sis.
Ixe, formerly of Colac, but now of Ship-
partun, who met to break the loaf with us
on Lord's day, the 29th Inst. It was like
old timer, to tec their familiar faces and to
listen to the cheering words of truth as they
were spoken by Bro Lee. Both morning
and evening service was a season of re­
freshing to our souls, and we are sorry that
Bro. L»c could nut remain lunger with us.
We feel thankful fur this vi*it, which baa
done ui much good

M.T. Gxay, Sec

Taxahale.— Our heart, have been
cheered by the visits of cur Bros. Mavton
and Cavanagh Bro Manton opened fire
on Monday and Tuesday, the 9th and loth
Nov , with crowded meetings. Bru Maston
Mt the whole district in a flame, and Uro.
Cavanagh is fanning the flame, and the fire
h burning Bru Cavanagh l> preaching the
Gospel to large congregations On Wed­
nesday, the Jylh and on Sunday, the 29th he
had the largest meeting that we have had in

Taradslc for many years, if v.c could keep
him here for a time, we believe that he
would do a goal work In this place.

II. Hughes, Sec.

South Yabka.—The church and Sunday-
School at South Yarn will celebrate its 3rd
anniversary on December 13th. In the
afternoon Bro. Swain will give an address,
and there will also be exercises by the scho­
lars. On Monday, 14th. at 8 p m, Bro.
Ludbrook will conduct a lantern exhibition
and the distribution of prizes will take
place. D. A. Lewis.

North Yanac.—Bro. Little has visited
us again. On Ixrd's Day the 22nd he
preached in the afternoon to an attentive
audience on "Wisdom," and in the evening
he spoke for nearly an hour and a half, his
subjert being, " The holy city." On Tues­
day three persons put on Christ in baptism.
This makes eight additions in the last three
months We expert more scry soon. The
Gospel is the power of God unto salvation.

Nov. 25. J. W. McCallum.

Fitzroy — After a good address last night
by Bro McGregor, two young ladies made
the good confession, from which we take
courage.

Nov- 3o T. II. Parkes.

Malvern -Though a small church In
what some term a country suburb of Mel­
bourne, and though we have suffered many
losses from various causes, the church here
is still holding its own and proclaiming the
" Old. old story of Jesus and his glory and
hl, love." Bro John Baker is at present
holding the fort for us, and during the
month seven confession, have been made! I
The teachers of the Sunday school are cs-
pecially pleased, as five of them are from
the school, thus clearly showing that the
Sunday school is an important adjunct to
the church, and that their labour is not In
v^ln We would take this opportunity of
thanking all who have assisted us in carry.
ing on the work here '

Home Missions.

h’ Yanac

■ If Dao

Reiorts.

at Kaniva, 

......... 1 ........... iaRl Lcnfcrcnce, akn

Titos. Hagger.—Since last report have
laboured at Shcpparton, Merrigum, Echuca,
Ballandella, Wharparilla, Yando, Boning
and Wcdderburn. At Shcpparton two ad­
ditions by faith and baptism. Four at
Echuca (result of a week's special mission).
One (a Sunday School scholar) added by
faith and obedience at Wcdderburn.

Churches and brethren in Virtoria will
please bear in mind the needs of the Home
Mission Fund. We are now £100 IN
ARREARS! We hope that during this
month some help will be forthcoming tn
meet current expenses, and that upon the
occasion of the Annual Colicrtion on Lord’s
Day the 3rd January next sufficient will be
collcrted to liquidate the deficiency.

Our Budget.
---------o---------

One confession at North Fitzroy last
Sunday.

Bro. R. G. Camcron experts to pay a
visit to Virtoria at Christmas Wc shall be
pleased to see him.

"Notes of Travel "by AMI. unavoid­
ably held over, aka other interesting
matter.

Bro. Ewers is having good meeting, at
Doncaster, and a number of decisions.
Thirteen baptisms during the past three
weeks

Dr. Nansen, the Arctic explorer, sap’
" My experience leads me to take a decided
stand against the use of alcoholic r.tliiiulanta
and narcotics of all kinds."

" Tibet," says a missionary conlcmporary.
■' is the only country of any large size row
absolutely dosed against the Gospel In
other lands Christianity has been prc.it be 1

The usual monthly preachers* meeting
will take place on Monday next at L)B°n’
'*• chapel at 2.30. Bro. Moysey will reply
to criticisms on his paper, •' The Function,
of Conscience."

During the massacre of Christians at
Marash in Armenia, a young man was gt'xa
the option of death or a change of failh­
and was instantly beheaded. When L»
headless body was taken to his mother t >
terrify and convert her, she kissed the deal
son's hand and said . " Rather so, my
than living to <jcny our jjjrd and Saviour

I he Victorian churches should bear l-
mind that the date for our annual cede;*1* ’
fur Home Missions is the First I-*'1-1' '
I’av in January next There Is much cev
f r assistance to this fund. The ptn^'
tequirrd to meet expenses is about /4 1“
month Tlie receipts have bern very m-**’
k-’i Consequently the arrears 11 »'• an> - 4
to^ioo || tho diurdics alt gave retfulatil'
thh state of things need not evi l I-’ c’
do the beat we can to reduce lh>» u5t*
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The Almanac for 1897 now ready.
Every now and then there is a little

flutter of excitement over the question of
baptism. This time it has broken out al
Corowa.

On Sunday evening, Nov. 15th, Bro. I’ifton
delivered a sermon on ’'Infant Sprinkling
not Christian Baptism."

The following Sunday evening the Rev
G. C. Percival, of Albury, discoursed in the
Wesleyan chapel, Corowa, on " Baptism
and the Religious Status of Children.” He
took for his text "Suffer little children,” Ac.

Mr. Percival himself says: "The passage
of Scripture which he had chosen might be
thought by some people an unsuitable one.
since it was not said that Jesus baptised the
little children who were brought to Him,
and since the subject of baptism was not so
much as referred to in connection with the
incident at all. ’

It is not often we find preachers so
trenchantly exposing their own weakness
on this question by making such a damaging
admission. The preacher, unfortunately fur
hi.-, own case, did nut find it in any cthti
fetticn of Scripture He evidently utterly
despises "texts," and sprinkles li l lie children
on "general principles." Like the American
judge who. in trying a man on a certain
charge, said: "Il h true there is no evi­
dence against you, but 1 find you guilty on
■general principles*.“ The great puzzle to
us is where I’.i do baptist preachers get
their "principles" from without the Scrip­
ture teaching

We notice that the C ;. ..1 Fiti 1'itsi is
now having some correspondence on the
i ubjcct.

We arc now drawing to the clou! of
another year, and there arc a number of
our subscribers and agent., in arrears with
their payment for the A. C Sta’.uabh.
The consequence is that w j arc largely in
debt to our printer It would be a great
relief to u. to receive all sums due. Will
all those indebted for their paper therefore
I lease remit at or.ee.

A Heme Missionary meeting was held at
Hawthorn on the :9th November. ’I here
was a fair attendance. Addresses were
given by Bren. McCrackclt and Moysey.
The following brethren and sisters also
helped to make the meeting a success -
Bro. and Sister Hillbrick, Sisters E and K
Bardwell. B Chick and Hall, also Bro
Bignal) Bro. Mclxllan occupied the chair

and so tffcfl a considerable saving in post­
age Our publisher (M McLellan) would
be pleased to hear from any who will assist
in the direction indicated.

This Is what shocks me in the Creedmaker.
He interposes between me and my Saviour.
He dares not trust me alone with Jesus.
He dares not leave me to the Word of God
This I cannot endure The nearest possible
communication with the mind of Christ is
my great privilege as a Christian. I must
learn Christ's truth from Christ Himself as
He speaks in the records of His life and in
the men whom He trained up and super-
naturally prepared to be His witnesses to
the world —Dr Channing.

The title of the Cantata to be given next
Easter under the auspices of the S.S Union
is "The Victories of Judah after the Cap­
tivity." Copies have just arrived from
England in tunic sol-fa and old nutations at
t«d. each, also words only at id , and may
be had on application to the secretary, 28
Kent Avenue. Ascot Vale. Rehearsals will
cuntminvv under Bro. E W. Pittman in
lower hall, Swanston st , soon, Assistance
from church choirs is varnc .tly solicited.

Jas. Wiseman, See.
During the last eighteen months Bro-

Way ha, been engaged by the Missionary
Committee of the Associated Churches of
the South Island, N Z. lie hat laboured
at various places under the direction of the
Committee, and between fifty and sixty
Minis have been added to the church
Through lack uf funds the Committee can­
not continue the engagement any longer.
and consequently Bro. Way is open for
engagement and would be glad to receive
an offer from any church requiring an
evangelist. Address—W. J. Way, Ettrick-
slrcct, Invercargill, N.Z.

As Bro. Ewers will shortly be removing
to Sydney, the Victorian Conference Execu­
tive Is arranging a good-bye tea and public
meeting to Bro and Slater Ewers It will
be held in the Lygon-st. chapel on Friday,
the tbth Dee Tea at 0 jo, public meeting
at 7 45. '1 ickcts for the tea may be obtained
at the door; price,yi tach As the Sisters1
Executive have undertaken the catering, we

I can de|x:nd upon it being well dune. Tbo
speakers at public meeting will bo Brethren
Dunn, Selby, Moysey, 1- M Ludbrook, J
Pittman, J Tully and Si .ter J Pittman

M McLellan, Confere nce Sec

Tbo shepherd who wants his lambs to
grow never feeds them on goal s milk

If charity begins at home. <!. nt kt your
wife fetch all tho cual out ul tho cellar

The m i l unsafe tin for yuu to commit i.
the'. no wL.ch y j think it 1. vale to c< Limit

The more saturate^ >uu get with the
Spirit ul Truth, tbo lc.» whi.kcy )«u will

The man who would be a leader must be
ready to start before the procession is
formed.

When an atheist tells you that so-and-so
h in the Bible, always ask him for chapter
and verse.

LOVED ONES (IONE BEFORE.

BRYANT —On the afternoon of the loth
inst. our beloved brother in Christ. A 11
Bryant, entered into his rest. He suffered
much and long, and bore all with Christian
fortitude and resignation, latterly anxious
for the Master’s summons, but patiently
waiting his time Bro. Bryant was born at
Brighton on and July, 1861, co that he
passed away nt the early age «»t 3;. He
was educated at a boarding school at
Filzroy, presided over by a Mr. Kerr
He was the son of the late Rev. Win
Bryant, the widely known and highly es­
teemed pastor of the Gcorgc-rim-t B.iptr-t
church, wlio-e labor. wire so richly bk-.id
Though brought up in this favorable at
mosphcrc, it was turns years after In.
father’s death, and not until he was nearly
out of his teens that he gave himself up to
anything like a serious contemplation uf
religion. When he did, however, it was not
long before he cunfe -id the Saviour in
baptism. His membership was with the
North Brighton Baptist Church, and he
seems almost immediately to have been
seized with an ardent desire to preach the
gospel To fit himself (or the work he
placed himself under the tuition of the
Lite Rev. James Taylor, o( whom he always
spoke in the highest term-, remarking that
the Baptists hi these colonies probably
owe more to him fur the training of their
colonial preachers than to any organization
they have ever had

While still studying under Mr. Taylor be
accepted an invitation from the Baptist
Church at Malden, where he remained
about three yean. Failing health then
necessitated a change, and ho removed
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arationu can understand how great the
temptation is to try to calm the conscience
by striving to persuade themselves that the
difference-. arc but slight, and not on

ientials, and that it Is impossible to find a
church which is in all particulars right
Our brother, however, had too sensitive and
tender a conscience to be talked over in this
way. He wrote to the head of the Baptist
A-.*.ociation, informing Innithat his religious
convictions being now more in accord with
those of the church of Christ, he deemed
it ncce vary to sever bis connection with
the Baptist denomination, and seek fellow­
ship with the brethren referred to. A few
weeks later he was in membership and at
work with the church of Christ. His first
engagement was with the North Fitzroy
church, where his labors were highly
blcs'cJ He afterwards labored with much
acceptance and success at Cheltenham.
Hawthorn, Surrey Hills, and again al
North Fitzroy.

When at Cheltenham he had a very severe
illness, which laid him aside for a consid­
erable lime, and after which probably he
never regained bis wonted strength, though
bls dauntless spirit made him work as if he
had. About n year ago when his health
finally gave way he was recommended
to try a warmer climate, and went first
to Bendigo and afterwards to Bel Bel,
where he enjoyed the hospitality of the
brethren for some months Even then so
eager was he for the work that he used
to address the church and even preach,
when his weakness was *o great as to
necessitate bls titling throughout the ser­
vice. From Easter last until bin death he
resided nt Bendigo, which was supposed to
have the climate most suitable for him.
Until u lew weeks ago be never entirely
lost ItojMj of ultimate recovery, and when
at last it was forced upon his mind that he
had but a short time longer on earth, it
came with somewhat of a shock upon him.
He had the wholc.ome love of life, which
delights in lengthened ten ice here before
enjoying the well-earned rest. He was at
first therefore dieap]x)bitcd that his work
litre wai to toon to end His love for wife
and children, loo, was a strong tie to bind
him to earth He naturally wished to be
permitted to jive and provide fur them.
But he coon submitted himself wholly to
God's will, casting all his care upon him,
believing his gracious promises with regard
to lliu.c from whom the head of the family
is taken away

During Bro Bryant's nine years' associ­
ation with in he was in labors abundant
Except when laid aside by illness, no one
could be busier than he, fur lie took a
1 hart) in many department j of work Fur a
long time he edited “ Hearth and Hume" in
the A C. bra it'at r. and took charge el

the Sunday 11 diug. Ju that paper He

was also a valued editorial contributor to
the Pionttr. He had a considerable share
in preparing suggested readings and hymns
for the churches, the idea of the hymns
originating, I believe, with him. l or the
year 1893-94 he was President of the
Associated Churches of Christ in this
colony, and a year or two previously was
seleded as the preacher of the Conference
sermon. And this brings us to the main
work of his life—preaching. In clear state­
ment of the truth, and in his persuasive,
winning way of putting it. he was unsur­
passed. He had a fine voice, which always
made it a pleasure to listen to him. Loving
tone and earnest gesture corresponded to
the love in the message and God's anxiety
that it should be accepted. He had several
traits of character which greatly assisted
him in his work, and contributed to bis
success His exceeding affability gave him
ready access to the hearts of those whom he
casually met, or with whom he was brought
into contact in the important work of visita­
tion. Added to that he had a discriminating
judgment and good tad, so that he could
say what needed to be said at the most
suitable time, and in the most judicious
way. Thus unpalatable truths were pre­
sented In the way most likely to lead to
their acceptance, instead of being obtruded
$0 as to repel. These qualities were equally
valuable in work inside the church as in the
work of preaching the gospel.

It was a pleasure to be by his deathbed
and witness another instance of the triumph
of the faith of the Gospel Not long before
he said to Bro. Houchins, I am passing
through the valley of the shadow of death
I expect soon to hear Him say, • This h the
end, enter Into the joy. " His aunt Mrs

*0 w>u a privilege to be wlib
him. anti htjr bls testimony to the precious.
ttosol bl. but lour, and bis joy ol il,epro!pce,

being in Hi, „ hc
• kMlb Clirl.l, st bleb Is Hr belter •

Much more could be „id, „d w
oaabt •» l» .ald.l,ut,h,|ini,so(a>a|Ubk

pace forbid. A, »e think nl the lev™,,
taught b, hl, hie. n i).
him 1. he followed Christ.
" Thus

She

A. morning high and higher lhi„r>
To pure and perl«| dat .

Nor sink ih.tre .jar, l„ cmp, ,
1 lie V n i tr» I l-e er.. . I . ■

HOUGH Itlsuirhrcgr
«o report the death ofo jr<!(
who fell asleep in Jesus on
November, at the agC of .
consistent mcml»r of the ,
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to the Theatre Royal), or on Bro It<»yR.
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