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Current Topics.
JJTHE days of chrysos-

TOM.—Dean Farrar has just
■t written a book on the days of

Chrysostom, entitled “ Gathering
Clouds,” and covering the period
3^7'437 A-D- It *s worth reading,
not only as a story, but as giving a
graphic account of that period which
witnessed the union of church and
state, under which alliance the Faith
of Christ became little butter than a
bone of implacable dissension and
almost an aggravation of Pagan
treachery, cruelty and sensuality.
Yet, as Farrar very well says: "No
age since Christ has been so utterly
coirupt as not to produce some
prophets and saints of God. These
saints, these prophets, in age after
age, were persecuted, sawn asunder,
were slain with the sword by kings
and priests; but the next genera­
tion, which built their sepulchres,
had, in part at least, profited by
their lessons."

Z^HRYSOSTOM.—Among the
noblest of these saints of God
was Chrysostom. Speaking

of this noble man, the .Vr.. Jgr says.
" We can assure the reader that in
Dean Farrar’s graphic pages he will
find the record of a life so devoted,
so noble, so heroic, that he cannut
rise from its perusal without having
imbibed some portion of the spirit
by which the * Mouth of Gold'was
inspired." Here is the portrait that
Farrar gives of Chrysostom: *• 1 wo

things instantly struck those who
heard him: one was the utter fear­
lessness of the man the other
his absolute sincerity. If he
thought it right and needful to say
a thing, no ulterior consideration
would ever prevent him from saying
it. The one thing—the only thing
which John cared for — was truth.
The one thing which he despised
was compromise; the one thing
which he dreaded was to go before
the God of the Amen, the God of
eternal and essential verities, with

; the unclean sacrifice of a lie in his
right hand ; the one thing which he ,
desired was to see the things that
are, and to see them as they are.
A firm believer in the great truths

1 uf Christianity, he yet held that
theology was valueless unless it

■ were made the stepping - stone to
' godly living. That which most over-
; whelmed him with its inherent
1 majesty was the grandeur uf the
i moral law, and he regarded dogmas
and observances as altogether lighter

I than vanity itself, unless they pro-
duccd the fruits of a holy life."

QEVERIAN, THE OPl’OR.
fc) TL’NIST, was the implacable
vs) foe of Chrysostom and a more
familiar type of ecclesiastic of that
day. He is thus described:—” He
(Sevcrian) separated himself from
thtin (his flock) for years, with little
loss to them, but without the small­
est compunction, so long a*. he
fancied be could further his private
interests. \\ calth, rank, fame,Cornl
favour tin < wen the dazzling luu.. 

which the devil dangled before him.
This clerical opportunist would hold
no views which were not popular;
would express no opinion which
would tend to hinder his advance­
ment ; would reject no alliance,
however contemptible, which seemed
likely to elevate him ever so little in
the direction of the inch-high dig­
nities which he coveted, and which
a diseased ambition represented as
enormous altitudes. With the whole
meanness of his soul he was exclu­
sively devoted to

Thia bubble uoild.
Whose colours in a moment break and fl)
He was thus in every respect the
antithesis of Chrysostom, whose sim­
ple godliness, apostolic simplicity,
and transparent guilclessness he de­
spised from the whole height of his
own inferiority. . . . He wasunctuous
and portly. His hair was oiled and
curled in a manner which would
have reminded our late Laureate of
an Assyrian bull. His face was
broad, his features regular, his dre?.
irreproachable, and he- had gained a
character fur boundless affability by
cultivating a smile so sunny that it
would have ripened a peach."

T?-\LL UF PAGANISM.—The
J' two severest blows to pagan

idolatry ar. described. The
one was struck at Alexandria, when
the famous temple of Serapis was
de troyr 1 by -id. r c t the 1 itor,
Theodosius 1. Tartar says;—“It
wa • .1’. • • d- ; I ’ an 1 de I
ished. Hut when the multitud.
ent 1 .! 1’ shrine wl 1. !•. .
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gilded idol sat enthroned with the
basket on his head and the three-
legged monster in his right hand,
they paused in superstitious dread.
Heaven and earth would collapse, it
was believed, if the majesty of the
god were violated. But one of my
rude soldiers had no such fear. He
put a ladder against the statue, and
ascended it, amid the breathless
silence of the multitude, with a huge
battle-axe in his hand. Then the
audacious legionary dashed his axe
on the face of the image with all
his force, and smote off his cheek.
The mob exported to see him struck
dead or blind, but no lightning
flashed, no cloud darkened the blue
of heaven. In a minute or two the
hollow head of the image rolled with
a clang on the marble floor, and out
sprang an immemorial colony of rats
whose home had been thus rudely
invaded. The protector of heaven
and earth had not been even able to
prolcrt his own rats! The people
broke into shouts of laughter,
swarmed up the pedestal, tore down
the image, tripudiated on the shat­
tered fragments, and ultimately Hung
them into a huge bonfire." The
other death-blow was struck at the
decisive battle of Frigidos, where
Theodosius triumphed over Pagan
Eugenius and his gods: —“Then
our men flung down the statues of
Jupiter, and seizing the golden thun­
derbolts, took them to Theodosius.
* Keep them for yourselves,'said the
Emperor, who was in one of his
gayest moods. * Thank you, Em­
peror!' said the soldiers; ‘may we
often be smitten by such thunder­
bolts !' I heodosius rolled in his
saddle with laughter at their rough
wit. They took up the laugh—and
so paganism perished at Alexandria
and Frigidos, in two shouts of
mirth!" 

]T\ROGRESS OF CHRISTI
ANITY.--Professor Agar
Beet, in examining the cred­

entials of Christianity, reviews some
of its achievements and thus speaks
of what it has done for the higher
life of man:—“As yet nothing has
been said about progress in the
sense of right, in mutual kindness,
and in all that makes up the higher

life of man. This form of progress
is less conspicuous than the material
advance just mentioned. But it is
far more important. When Christ
was bom the world was sinking
hopelessly, in spite of considerable
culture, into deeper and deeper
moral corruption. To-day, with all
the many blemishes of modern life,
there is in all Christian countries
real moral improvement, apparent
in the habits of society, in a purer
public opinion, and in more earnest
effort to help the weak and the un­
fortunate. In all other countries
there is moral stagnation, except so
far as they are influenced by Chris­
tian nations. This monopoly of
sustained progress by the profes­
sedly Christian nations is the most
remarkable feature of human life and
human history. From the earliest
dawn of history to the present day
there has been general progress in
every form of material and moral
good. Before Christ came, that
progress was scattered over many
widely-separated nations.. It was
also fitful, and its forms were tran­
sient. In His day, its force seemed
to be spent, and apparently univer­
sal and hopeless decay had set in.
But now a new clement comes
silently on the scene. Amid the
ruins of the ancient civilization, a
new morality, a new hope begin to

I develop. A new progress, slow but
sure, is soon deterted. The progress
is maintained. In every department
of human life we note advance. Out
of the chaos of the ancient world
rises the solid strurturc of modern
society. And, strangest of all, this
wonderful progress in everything
that pertains to human welfare is
found only in those nations which
recognise the supreme authority of
an obscure and apparently untrained
leacher, who was laid in the grave
before he had reached the prune of
life. It is not too much to say that
to day every Christian nation is
rising in material and moral good,
and that no non-Christian nation is
rising mentally or morally except by
contact with Christian nations. This
remarkable phenomenon demands
explanation."
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IS THE WORLD GROWING
WORSE ?

-------- o—•—
NO. 3.

T t may be freely granted that there
J arc times when even those who
1 take optimistic views of things

are very much depressed when they
look at their surroundings and find
how much of sin and sorrow y«.t
obtain in the world. And it it>
only when they turn from the present
and survey the past that they are
able to console themselves with the
thought that, bad as things are now,
they were very much worse in by­
gone years. And it is because this
comparison is not made that many
fall into the error of concluding that
the world is on the down grade.
Every morning the daily press serves
up to us all the notable events of
the previous day. An immense army
of reporters arc scattered all over
the world. By cablegram and tele­
gram the world's crimes arc flashed
from one end of the earth to the
other. 1 hat which in former cen­
turies could only be gathered by the
slow labours of the historian—finding
publicity after many years, and then
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only to the few—is now the common,
and we might say the instantaneous,
property of all. From the daily
intuit thus provided the pessimist
takes discoloured views of life and
is quite certain the world is grow­
ing worse and that the end of the
world is drawing near. Here is a
specimen:

"The news of the past week would indi-
c He that we have certainly struck disastrous
times. Note a few of the headlines of the
general news of the world for only a few
days-—’Great Bush Fires.’ ’Violent Thun­
derstorms.’ • Great Storms in New Zealand;
•Explosion on an Italian Torpedo Boat,
Twelve Lives Lost’Railway Disaster in
the Transvaal. Twenty-five Lives Lost;’
• Mutiny on a Russian Warship;’ ’Armenian
Outrages’Great Earthquake in Persia,
Eleven Hundred Lives Lost;' •Five Mil­
lions for War Ship;,* Ac, Ac And these
are gleaned from three da}-.’ accounts.
What next? is a very natural inquiry.
What do there things mean ? is a wiser
one And God's word tells It says, * In
the last days/r/t.’.'ui time, shall come ’ The
perils are here. The last days have conic
1 hat is what these things mean."

Well, the catalogue is black enough,
but unfortunately these things (leav­
ing out the torpedo boat and the ;
railway incidents) have been happen­
ing both before and after the Chris-:
tian era. Wecan go back century after
century, and find very much darker
pictures than this. I f these things were
any certain indication of the near
approach of the end, then the catas­
trophe ought to have taken place
centuries ago. As a matter of fact,
the pessimist is not a being of recent
growth. He is a familiar object in
every age, and, from his standpoint,
the world has been coming to an
end in any century from the first to
the nineteenth. However, we will
not pursue this phase of the question
further. It is enough to say that
no man has a right to pronounce
judgment on the present until he
lias honestly compared it with the
past. Religious teachers, above all
others, should not make statements
which, on examination, arc found to 

have no foundation of fafl to rest
upon.

But it may be urged that, admitt­
ing the world is better to-day than
it was in the past, is it not clear
that the New Testament indicates
that as it approaches the end it will
“wax worse and worse?" No, it
is not clear that such will be the
case. On the contrary, there is
abundant evidence of an opposite
character. In the parables of the
mustard seed and leaven, the pro­
gressive and permeating powers of
Christianity are distinctly affirmed.
To break the force of these, attempts
have been made to alter their mean­
ing, but all such attempts end in
failure and retied but little credit
on those that make the experiment.
If, then, these parables declare that
Christianity is a growing affair,—
and that they do so is the affirmation
of Biblical scholarship,—then it is
impossible that other portions of
Scripture should affirm the contrary.
The New Testament is a harmony,
and not a discord. Any passages
of Scripture quoted in opposition,
must be quoted in error, either from
a misconception of their meaning or
a disregard of their evident connec­
tion. An instance of this is afforded
by those who insist iu quoting 2
Timothy 3 : 1 as prophetic of the
end of the world. “ This know also
that in the last days perilous times
shall come." It is now over eighteen
hundred years since these words'
were uttered, and yet they were
spoken to Timothy in warning as to
what should happen in his day 1
The characters who should appear
upon the scene in these “last days"
arc mentioned, and Timothy is
charged to turn away from such.

i Evidently, then, unless Paul was
I writing nonsense, the “last days"
1 must be an equivalent expression
for “last age" or “last dispensa-

1 t’on."and from the context we must
j learn whether reference 1, intended

to the past, present or future of the
last dispensation. The prophet Joel
used the words the “ last days" in
reference to the beginning of the
Christian dispensation (see Acts
2 : 17). So it is evident that th.’
mere use of the words “ last days"
proves nothing so far as the near
approach of the end is concerned.

Much use also is made of the
twenty-fourth chapter of Matthew—
a chapter which is undoubtedly diffi­
cult to understand. The prophecies
therein, it is generally thought, have
reference to the destruction of Jeru­
salem and the final coming of Chri t,
but where the first ends and the
second begins is a matter of con­
siderable dispute; consequently any
quotation therefrom cannot carry
much weight until some agreement
is reached. It seems certain, how­
ever, that up to the 35th verse refer­
ence is made to events which have
taken place, for in the 34th verse we
arc told “This generation shall not
pass till all these things be fulfilled."
The late Dr. Dale, commenting on
this, says:

" It h sheer evasion ct Hr. w.rdi t > ay
that the ’generation’mean.. the Jeu uh race.
that the Jewish race would b- kept in
existence unlit these things were ful :l! 1
It cannot mean that. it it only an attempt
(o escape from the ditncultie. which b-zt
the interpretation of our L- :-!-i uonlc It
is suUicienl tint we ■•li.all know lint the
great scheme was near cotnplclicn wh> n all
the trouble* which He hid described car; .-
uj>on the Jewish race, and the vulture*
gathered to consume the d -.1 body .1 a
great and elect nation "
Dr. Dale, we might add, is of opinion
that Christ came in some sen-a-at
the destruction of Jerusalem.

It is also assumed that the prophecy
in second Thessalonians in regald to
the “man of sin" has not y<t been
fulfilled; that there is yet to be a
great apostacy wht.h will assume
enormous proportions, so that
scarcely any of the faithful will be
left, and that when things ate at

• their worst Christ will cc:r.c an I
I utterly destroy the “lawl.., '



THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD. January 30, 1896.

It is not our intention to enquire
what is meant by this “man of sin/'
but rather to sec if a fair exegesis
of the passage under consideration
must necessarily yield the above
interpretation. In the passage un­
der consideration we have—(1) The
apostacy already at work when the
apostle wrote; (2) it was restrained
by some power then in existence
(supposed to have been the Roman
emperor); (3) when this restraining
power was removed the apostacy
would be revealed ; (4) it was to be
consumed with the Spirit of His
mouth, and (5) destroyed by the
brightness of His coming. This
portion of Scripture therefore tells
of the development of an evil already
in existence, which when it reaches
maturity is to be gradually wasted
away (for that is the meaning of the
word translated “consumed”) by the
Spirit of His mouth, or by the agency
of the word of God, and to be utterly
destroyed by the brightness of His
appearance. Or, taking Macknight’s
paraphrase : “ And then shall be re­
vealed that lawless one, who will
openly exalt himself above every one
who is called a god. Him the Lord
will gradually but utterly consume
by the breath of His mouth (His
speech in the Scriptures), and will
render his vile arts incffefiual for
deluding mankind any longer by
evident interpositions of His power.’*
Properly understood, then, this pas­
sage declares the gradual overthrow
of this evil, and according to our
judgment the prophecy is in course
of fulfilment. The apostacy has
been revealed, and is now passing
through the process of decay, and
will finally be utterly destroyed.
This and other kindred passages
were not meant to indicate obstacles
against which Christianity would be
powerless, but rather hindrances
over which it would triumph. We
are therefore not called upon to sit
down and fold our hands in despair, 

but to “ put on the whole armour of
God" and fight against “principal­
ities and powers, against the rulers
of the darkness of this world, against
spiritual wickedness in high places,"
feeling assured that Christ is with
us “ all the days," and with Him on
our side and by our side victory
must attend our efforts.

A. H. Bryant, but long since gone
home to reap the reward of loving
service.

Our attention was first drawn to
the church of Christ by our Sister
Lellureyot Lygon-st.,who sent Bro.
Peck, who was then preaching for
the church at North Fitzroy, to see
us. Our different interviews finally
led to our casting our lot in with the
brethren in that district, and for
nearly eighteen years we continued

W. T. CLAPHAM.
A BRIEF SKETCH.

--------:o:---------
My first knowledge of the Lord

Jesus Christ was obtained whilst a
scholar in the Wesleyan Lord’s day
school, Brunswick, Victoria. For
about fourteen years 1 continued
with that body, taking an acTivc
part, especially in school work. It
was not until after my marriage that
my wife and self saw that immersion
was commanded, when we obeyed
by being immersed in the Gcorge st.
Baptist Chanel, Fitzroy, by the pas­
tor of the church, Bro. W. Bryant,
an earnest and faithful servant of
God, the father of our present Bro.

to fellowship with the church there,
and for nearly the whole of that
time held office there, and also the
supenntcndency of the Lord’s day
school. These years have been the
most pleasant and sweetest of my
life. For about nine years of that
time I was also preaching the gospel,
and for two and a half years with
our beloved Bro. Spurr occupied the
North Fitzroy platform. A year
and seven months was also spent
with the church at Cheltenham with
a great deal of pleasure. At the
request of the VkTorian Missionary
Committee 1 went to Corowa, where
1 remained two years, spending a 
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very happy time, when I accepted
an invitation of the New South
Wales Home Mission Committee,
and with whom I am now labouring.
Altogether I have been identified
with the Disciples about 22 years.

\V. T. Clapham.

SAD BOATING FATALITY.

BEREAVING THE CHURCHES AT
AUCKLAND AND GLORIT. N.Z.

On Lord’s day evening, the rath Inst .
the sad news w.as received here that on the
previous evening a boat accident had hap­
pened a lew miles from Glorit (a compara­
tively new; settlement, where quite a numbrr
of Auckland brethren have gone to live), in
the Kaipara Harbour, near Molurimo Is­
land, resulting in the Ins of ten precious
lives, as followsSister Mrs Perkins, the
wife of Bro Euler Perkins of Glorit; Jessie,
Nellie and Iztttie. daughters, ami Harold.
the second youngest son of the same Bro
Armstrong ami his little son, the husband
and only child of Sister Armstrong of Glorit;
Frances, the only daughter of Uro and Sis­
ter Palmer, of Gloat, aged almut 1 • years.
Josephine, the second eldest daughter ol
Sister \V J MacDermott of Auckland, and
Bro Bcvwarrick, who leaves a widow and
family at Oamaru.

From information glerncd during a visit
to Glorit in connection with this sad event.
it seems that on the morning of Saturday,
the nth in-.t . a boating party of clevc-’--
the ten just mentioned ns drowned, ami
Bro Thos Edwards of Glorit, who had
charge of the boat left the Oniaumau
landing fora day s fishing and boating at
Motnrimo Island They arrived at the
Island safely and pent a very pleasant day,
and between 5 and i> o'clock in the evening
began the return journey. When about 150
yards from the island the boat capvired
when in the act of shifting the sail in order
to wear round in the direction of home.

Bro Edwards and Harold Perkins were
the only members of the party that could
swim Strenuous efforts were made by Bro
Edwards to get all the party to cling to the
boat, but with the boat drifting, the waler
becoming increasingly rough, and the cold.
this was found to be a hopeless task, one
after another dropped off and was downed
Uro Edwards tried finally to save Bro. Arm­
strong’s boy. but the poor little fellow was
so terrified that he would persist in getting
upon his shoulders and head, which made
it impo-..iblc for him to swim, and ho had
to give over the attempt to save him Harold
Jerkins swam with Bro Edwards until ex­
hausted. whin he sank Bro. Edwards had
to swim about a mile and a half to the
mainland, which ho retched at last, cv 

hauslcd. He rested some hours, then swam
the Hotco river, and brought the tad news
to Glorit about 1 o’clock on Sunday morn­
ing In the meantime friends on shore.
getting anxious at the party not returning.
had gone out to search for them.

Up to the present, five bodies have been
recovered. Nellie Perkins and Frances
Palmer recovered the day after the accident,
Mrs Perkins and Mr Beswarrick the Thurs­
day following, and Mr. Armstrong last Sun
day The two first named were buried at
Glorit on Tuesday, the ijth Inst . after the
inquest, Bren Vickery, Latimer and Bull
conducting the service.

The service last Sunday evening at Cook
street was considerably influenced by this
sad event Specially suitable hymns were
sung, and an address of a consolatory char
ader was delivered by Bro Bull, from John
11 ■ i-j, •• Ixt not your heart !«• troubled,"
etc

Sisters Jessie Perkins and Josephine Mac-
Dermott were on a visit to Glorit for a holi­
day Bro. Beswarrick had only lately gone
there in search of employment, the others
were all residing in the district This event
has touched our hearts and cast a gloom
over the churches immediately concerned,
but we arc enabled to look up through our
tears to our Father’s face and to realise that
He loves us still, At the Sunday evening
service a kindly sympathetic note wav read
from Mr Aldridge, preacher fur the church
meeting at the Forester's hall.

The bereaved still need our prayers May
the God of all camfort comfort them with
the blessed assurance ami hope of the
gospel Auckland, Jan 21J TJB

Church of Christ,
To the Auckland, Jan 16,1896

Church of Christ al Glorit (Oniaumau)
Beloved Brethren —The terrible affliction

that has so recently occurred in your midst,
by which many loved and valued lives have
been suddenly taken away has lift deep
wounds In the hearts of bereaved ones, and
a great blank in your little assembly It
has also made a deep Impression on every
brother and sister in Auckland sor­
row is cur sorrow

The whole church unites to convey to you
their heartiest sympathy and love In this
your time uf keen suffering, which we .hare
with you. Especially do we tender our
warmest fellow feeling in their afflictlmi to
th-.’ bereaved unci -our esteemed Bro. Pit­
kins and his family. Bru and Sister I'.rimer.
Sister Armstrong, Sister MacDcrmutt uf
Auckland, with her husband and family,
and the widow and family id Bro l’-r.war-
rick, of Oamaru, and we would by no means
forget our young Bro Edwards, wh. ' tit b!c
efforts to save his companions will tier bs
remembered May they all be abut. lantly
supplied with heavenly grace and peace. 

and enjoy the comfort and consclati.vn that
only our Saviour can give' Many prayers.
Individually and unitedly, have auzendi J to
a throne of Grace on your behalf, and will
y et do so.

While feeling powerless to after J the help
you moil need, we yet can and do com­
mend you to God and His grace. Who his
promised never to forsake His loved—His
trusting ones, and also to afionl needful
strength and comfort in their time of need

This "frownin" Providence," hides a
smiling face behind May you coon be per­
mitted to see it, and to recognise the loving
Father's hand in it all.

Blessed L>c God. we sorrow not A./c.'.
We l.n. . that each one was " redeemed of
the Lord." and frc.icui in his eight They
are now in His safe keeping, beyond the
reach of any evil whatever They have
entered Into rest I and a joy ful reunion
awaits ua, where partings are unknown.

Brethren, let us take the lesson, sa.l
(hough II be. How- clearly it cpeaks to us.
“ Be ye alro ready," ready for the dear Lord
whenever He may call Shall we not gird
up our loins afresh—stretch out toward 1
the things beyond- and pn-.i towards the
mark more eagerly than ever? Surely with
these loved ones gone before, our aflections
will be even more fixedly seton things above
than ever before, and wevvtll givegood heed
to uur Lord who said, "Be thou faithful
unto death and I will give thee a crown of
life"

On behalf rf the Church
We remain, Yours in Christ,

(Signed) Fotin hick D.vvi
Richard Dewier
W II Evas-
T J Bill

A LETTER TO A BARRISTER.

Again, you say “that you ate
forced to believe that there 1.. error
ou the part of those who tell you
that immersion in water for rcp. nt-
mice or any other purpu.-e is ncc-. ?-
sary as an act of obedience to the
will of God." It should not be with
you what anyone tell; you, but what
the Word u( God deviate -. And
the only common sense way to know

I is just to turn to the ultvtanct-s of
the Spirit through th ape 11 • on

i the subject. And tn iloing ■ •, 1 am
I going to lay the doubtful p r age -
Mark lb : 16 -aside, although I’r,

I Hattie.-, Alford, and 1’awt.vt (l-ds
I Cyclope dia (afiirm that it hi. th.

5.into canonical anth.r.ta it) as lb.-
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prior to salvation, it ought to be
stamped as spurious, I will at the
same time elevate it as on a pole,
that we may see it as we proceed,
and compare other passages with it.

As you think there is ambiguity
in the great commission, let us follow
the commissioned twelve, and see
how they carried it out in practice.
On Pentecostal morn the Holy
Spirit descended. The apostles
were then endued with supernatural
wisdom to give infallible utterance
to the will of God or. this very
matter. When the multitude was
convinced of having crucified their
Messiah, they exclaimed, “ Men—
brethren—what shall we do?" The
Holy Spirit replied (as the apostles
spoke as the Spirit gave them utter­
ance). But what was the reply ?
“ Repent and be baptised every one
of you in the name of Jesus Christ."
For what purpose? If I quote the
Spirit’s statement without comment,
will you say that that is my interpre­
tation of it ? The divine statement
is, as you know,“for the remission
01 sins." This is the Holy Spirit's
method of carrying out in practice
the great commission. The fore­
going is as decisive and as exclusive
as Mark 16 : 16, and must therefore
be stamped as spurious along with
it. Arc you prepared to attach your
signature to a petition to its Divine
Author to have it also expunged ?

Again, when Saul of Tarsus, who
had put followers of the Lord Jesus
to death, saw Him in glorious
majesty, and felt for the first time
the guilty position he occupied, he
exclaimed, “ Lord, what wilt thou
have me to do?" The Lord had
given His commission to Ilis apos­
tles and would not meddle with it,
but told the penitent to go into
Damascus, and it should be told
him 1. Imt he must do. When there,
the Lord sent a messenger of Ilis
own choosing to tell him n7.uf he
must do (in order to his salvation).
Be astonished, yet believe the divine
record. Ananias, this chosen mes­
senger, finds the man in such depth
of penitence that for three days he
had fasted, engaged also in prayer—
and was a true believer in Christ.
According to present-day theology
he was a pardoned, accepted, saved
child of God. Yet if his sins were
forgiven before Ananias came to
him, on account of his repentance
and prayer, then neither the mes­
sage nor the messenger was from
God. But mark* what the Lord
meant by the expression, “What
thou must do." The only thing he 

was told to do was, “And now why
tamest thou, arise and be baptised
and wash away thy sins, calling
upon the name of the Lord.’’ This
passage is even more emphatic than
Mark 16 : 16. It is both foreign
and antagonistic to the freeness of
God's gift of pardon. It must there­
fore be stamped as spurious and
expunged—or shall we charge the
message from the Lord as a delu­
sion? John Wesley, commenting
on this passage, says: “In the
primitive church God did not ordin­
arily confer the blessing of pardon
but by this means." What a contrast
between the leader and the admiring
follower! Will you candidly com­
pare your statement, that it is error
to state that “immersion in water
for any purpose is the will of God,"
with the foregoing statements of the
Holy Spirit, or even with that of
Wesley.

1 am deeply grieved to see that in
every instance in which you allude
to a passage in the Word of God,
there stems—1 say there seems—to be
an effort to evade the true sense.
r.g., you state that you turn to the
New Testament or the Epistles—
where your Baptist friends tell you
“you will find immersion, but to
your astonishment you find not one
mention of acquatic immersion."
While I admit that the element is
not mentioned, still your reasoning
sets aside both the judgment and
the testimony of the great cloud of
witnesses of the greatest Biblical
critics and commentators from
Origen, a.d. 180 to the present day.
On the passage, Rom. 6: 3, 4, being
baptised into Christ and into His
death, and of being buried with Him
by baptism, Dr. Barnessays: “An
allusion to the ancient manner of
baptising by immersion, as will
appear to every unbiased mind."
It is only prejudice that prevents
people from seeing it. John Wesley,
on the same passage, says: “Evid­
ently alluding to the manner of
baptising by immersion as practised
by the apostles." Though truthful,
and used by thousands, yet what a
childish expression of two great
men! It is equivalent to the ab­
surdity of saying—baptised by bap­
tism, or immersed by immersion.

tTo IU ContinajJ.) GEO. COl’DY,

The Exhorter.

Jcur In coming Into the world manifested
al once the love o( the Father and the love

of Himself, the Son. Of this love the world
was largely ignorant prior to Ilis advent.
Just before Ills betrayal He instnifled Hit
disciples to continue in His love (John 15: 9)
If we arc to continue in it. we do well, al
times, to study it.

I. IT WAS SHOWN TOWARD ENEMIES
Man was a rebel, he was at enmity with

God. God looked, and could see that our
•' thoughts were only evil continually.’*
There was nothing In us to produce love in
the Godhead. We had joined hands with
the evil one against the great Creator. But
in spite of all this. He loved us. He mani­
fested His love in the gift of Jesus. Jesus
loved us. and showed it by what He did on
our behalf. Now, we arc to continue in
this love We arc to love our enemies.
••If ye love them which love you, what
reward have ye ? do rot even the publicans
so?" It may be somewhat easy to love
those who love us and seek nt all times to
do good unto us; but it is somewhat diffi­
cult to love a man that seeks to do us an
injury. But the latter is the love of Jesus,
in loving him we get the reward It is
here where that text that seems to puzzle
so many applies—” Be ye therefore perfect,
even ns your Father which is in heaven is
perfect." "He makelh his sun to rise on
the evil and on the good, and sendclh his
rain on the just and on the unjust." Even
so must we love and do good to the wicked
as well as the good, our enemies as well as
our friends.

2. THIS LOVE WAS SELF-SACRIFICING.
Jesus was " rich, yet (or our sakes be­

came poor, that we, through Ilis poverty,
might be made rich " Christ left the glory
of the celestial world; turned His bark
upon the songs of the angelic, choir, came
into this world as a babe;

" Took our nature, took our place,
Lived and died, to save our race “

While on earth He was poor We find
1 lim working at the carpenter’s bench We
find Him during His ministry not having
"where to lay his head." He went willingly
to the death of the cross. He sacrificd sell
on our behalf. And we arc to continue in
this self-sacrificing love. A love that coats
us nothing to bestow, is not the love of
Jesus. II we arc tilled with His love, we
will sacrifice time, money, case, and even
life for those we love. "Continue ye in my
love."

It is very necessary that we should mani­
fest this love, for without it eloquence.
faith, knowledge and benevolence are no­
thing. "Though 1 speak with the tongue.
of men and of angels, and have not love. I
am become as sounding brass, or a tinkling
cymbal. And though I have the gilt «'t
prophecy, and understand all mysteries.
and all knowledge; and though I nave all
faith, r.o that 1 could remove mountains,
and have nut love, I am nothing. And
though I lx.tow all my goods to feed the
l-oor, and though 1 give my body to U
burned, and have not lose, it profile th mo
nothing” (i Cor 1 j 1.3) T H



January jo. 1896 THE AUSTRALASIAN CHRISTIAN STANDARD

THE SUPERHUMAN CLAIMS OF
JESUS.

An Argument for the Truth of the
Bible.

An Address dy Dr J. C. Verco.
have an unshaken and unshakeable

confidence in ihe divine origin of the
+ Bible is all important. ** The good

word of God.*' to use the phrase of the
writer to the Hebrews, lies at the foundation
of all that is spiritual. Abandon this—blot
out the information it affords,—and we cast
ourselves adrift upon a sea of human con-
jedure without a single fixed point to
indicate our position or our course —al!
becomes mere speculation. If the strangely
positive statements of the Bible be rejected,
we have not one fragment of reliable infor­
mation in the realm of the spiritual. What
arc the purposes of God. or if there be a
God. wc do not know. What other light
have wc, as to any world beyond this seen
and temporal one; any state beyond the
grave; any life of happiness or misery, of
rewards and punishment ? what guide as to
how wc should live for the one or the other?
what evidence that the present has any
causal relation with the future at all ?

Shall Spring tier vl»ll the mouldering urn.
Or ilajr ever dawn on the night o( the grave ’

Wc cannot tell.
Happily tor us. wc do believe its grand

revelations. They are the infallible utter­
ances of a divine inspiration. Nevertheless
some people discredit or deny them. And
it is our duty, our wisdom, and our pleasure
to Investigate this subject, and if possible to
win others to an acceptance of the truth and
truths of the Bible, and to establish and
strengthen our own faith.

I.ast year in ** Mistakes about the Bible'*
1 sought tn confirm our assurance in it by
enumerating the many instances in which
attacks upon the veracity of its history had
been triumphantly repelled. That was a
kind of external evidence. To night 1 pro­
pose to bring under your notice a sort of
internal evidence Then 1 dealt entirely
with the Old Testament Scriptures. Now-
the New Tc .lament will claim our attention
almoat entirely.

The internal evidence as to its divine
origin may be looked at from several stand­
points, and each view would give us. if the
details were considered, abundant material
for more than a single address; but most
of these evidences arc probably quite
familiar

I will just Indicate some of them in out­
line. and then in a general way elaborate
the line of thought which I de.Ire specially
to discuss

1. There Is the unity of the Bible, locked
nt in its entirety Though we call it "The
Bible." that Is, Tha Book, it is in reality a

colledion of tiny booklets, no fewer than
sixty-six in number The first was written
about 1,490 years before Christ, and the last
about 90 years after Christ; so that its
authorship covers a period of nearly sixteen
hundred years The writers lived In various
parts of the world, and penned their manu­
scripts in different languages But it is.
nevertheless, manifestly one book From
Genests to Revelations there is an evident
connexion between all the several parts
One idea pervades the whole. One thought
is developed throughout, one mystery Is
gradually unfolded, one great promise is
fulfilled. Everything in all the booklets is
consistent with this one idea, and more, is
relevant to it; to that little or nothing could
be omitted without destroy ing the continuity
of the book and interrupting the thread of
its discourse. There is no other volume
like it in the world, none that can in any­
way compare with it in this reaped How­
to explain this circumstance, this marvellous
concensus of parts, except on the theory of
inspiration by- a divine over-ruling mind, is
an impossibility with me. And the Bible.
from internal evidence, is an abiding miracle
and true 1

2. There Is the fulfilment of its prophecy.
It is always a dangerous undertaking to
prophesy—unless it be after the event.
But the Bible is abundant in prophecy from
beginning to end. Not only docs It deal
with spiritual matters, about the fulfilment
of which there might be some cavil; but with
secular events, prediAlng the rise and fall of
empires and kings in the most positive man­
ner. sometimes in figure, sometimes in explicit
language. These predictions have been ful­
filled. Their accomplishment stamp: the
Book as of divine origin. For though an
acute man may- occasionally given shrewd
guess in a general way as to occurrences in
the immediate future, the prophecies of the
sacred Scripture: are not of such character;
but refer, often in some detail and with
much precision, to events, foretold in some
case: hundred: of yean, before they came
to pas: Such prophecies indicate the in­
spiration of one who knows the end from
the beginning, and to whom ihe things that
arc not arc as though they were, and so
constitute an impregnable and enduring
testimony to its divine authorship.

j There is the evidence of our own
spiritual experience—an evidence difficult
to demonstrate to thc-e who have not be­
lli veil tu and obeyed the gospel, but one
which grows stronger with our growth in
grace and in the knowledge of our Lord and
Saviour Jcjuu Christ The longer we live
the Christian life, a: wo follow- on to know
the Lord and know ourselves, the more
persuaded wc become that the Bible t>
true. because it meets a fill want of our
nature and corresponds with and i > adapted
to cur constitution as wc know our.clux

We fttl that it is true, and progressively
this feeling becomes more deep and intense

Let me try- and explain what I mean
The New-Testament comes to us with the
grace of God that briegeth salvation to ail
men. and expounds the divine philosophy-
of our redemption. Il points out our nerd
of a Saviour, because of cur sins—our
transgressions against divine law . We feel
this to lx: true, as well as its declarations
about the exceeding sinfulness of sin—Its
deceit fulness, Its ingratitude, its folly, its
dessert of condemnation and punishment.
Our unregenerate nature:, as made known.
are realised as an experience It shows us
our utter inability to remove a single stain,
to cancel a solitary transgression We can
see this. It reveals a substitute—one who
comes and suffers the punishment in our
room and stead, and so satisfies eternal
justice and displays infinite love We feel
our debt has been paid and a foundation
laid for our salvation, and this depends, net
upon any merit in us, but upon the merit of
our substitute. More than that, in the self­
sacrificing love of Jesus there is a constrain­
ing and a restraining force, constraining u»
to follow after holiness for the rest cf cur
lives, restraining us from every form of
evil, as a manifestation of love for Him who
has loved us. Then in oil the conditional
promises of the new- covenant, the blessings
to be enjoyed here and the greater blessings
hereafter—provided we try to live in worship,
in holiness, in service as we should.—and
the warnings and threatening* in resped of
evil: do wc not feel how adapted they are
to the constitution of our mind, appealing
to almost if not to every emotion, and so
prompting us to realise the divine ideal.
Now- it is our hope, now cur fear, cur pru­
dence, ourambitija, cur lore; all the springs
of nature are touched in turn, and we feel
that this religion has come from tho hand
of one who knew us well, iu fact, from co
other than our wi -e and faithful Creator

In the lofty conception cf the Christian
life tu which wc are calk J. aa folk .errs cf
Jesus, the honesty, the purity — r. : 1 I v'.oJ
or of word only, but even cf thought.—
we feci there Is evidence of a unit.? . ngtu

In the grand and glcricus pt • pwi which
is opened out to us in the future, wo feel
there is that which is calculated to cL-ratv
and gladden our present

In the unitv. tho simplicity, the purity cf
the doctrine uf the word ol God . in the- way
in which one part dovetail! into anathcr,
forming a ccnxl.tcnt uhcle. we rec.-gn.iw
the evidence of its truth, and r<■ th.s
mote and more a > we conic tu the maturity
ol our knowledge to grasp the relation cf
its Incidental teaching*

i But the point which 1 d - ire to make

from asy of the • IM............. :. .
in my mi .1 durr • the ; a it... weeks ard
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xt it baa been turned over and over, it lias
seemed to grow larger, and the evidence to
become fuller and more powerful.

It is an argument which I do not remem­
ber to have seen In any book'; maybe some
of my readers have, for books are very
many, and my perusal of works on theology
is very limited indeed. In fad, I would
desire to express my thoughts upon the
subject rather as a preliminary study than
a matured dogmatic deliverance, to provoke
thought and enquiry; and 1 shall be pleased
to receive instances in confirmation or ela­
boration of the argument, and suggestions
in the way of corredion of any statements
which may appear unfounded or liable to
be gainsaid : because what we are all seek­
ing is truth, nor do we wish to hold any­
thing as such which is evidently erroneous.
It needs no bolstering up by arguments
which arc fallacious, however strongly they
may seem to support it.

The argument in favour of the truth of
the New Testament is one drawn from the
supernatural contained in it. Now some
one might Interjed : " But it is the presence
of the supernatural which prevents very
many from accepting the Bible as true!
They are prepared to receive the natural in
it, but the rest being outside the realm of
experience they repudiate ; and since there
is so great a substratum of the supernatural
in the New Testament, and this is made the
basis and the explanation of the whole, they
have little or no faith in any of it. For
instance: the immaculate conception, the
celestial prodigies at the birth of Jesus, the
descent of the Holy Spirit at His baptism
His wonderful miracles—the healing of the
withered hand, of the man born blind, the
deaf mute, the raising of the dead (as
detailed in the particular instances of Jairus*
daughter, the son of the widow of Nain,
and Lazarus of Bethany, four days after his
death)—the resurrection of Jesus Himself
on the third day. His ascension into heaven.
the descent of the Holy Spirit on the day of
Pentecost, and the repetition of the same
sort of wonders by the hands of the twelve
a|K>stlcs; these arc veritable stumbling-
blocks to very many, simply on account of
the miraculous or supernatural element.

1 am pleased to know and to testify that
they arc in no way a difficulty with me
Had they continued down through the cen­
turies to the present day (though perhaps
such a circumstance as this would have
token away their miraculous character, and
they would have been regarded as the
natural consequence of becoming a Chris­
tian, just as a thoroughly changed character
of mind and mode of life arc so regarded) 1
say, had they continued down to the present,
though we should have been constrained to
accept them as fa/ts in our experience, they
might have been difficult of explanation
But their purpose—performed al the time

when, and under the circumstances in
which, they arc .alleged to have been
wrought—is so clear and seems so reason­
able that they are easily accepted by me.
Of course, the way In which they were done,
how they were effeAcd, is past my compre­
hension. but 99 if not too per cent, of the
simple faris of our life are just as incompre­
hensible.

Miracles have never been—so far as the
sacred Scriptures reveal—mere exhibitions
of supernatural power, wonders wantonly
wrought. They have always been demanded
by the exigences of the immediate circum­
stances. as divine credentials of some mes­
senger of God, and as attestations, seals, of
the divine origin of the message he has
brought. So it was with Jesus Himself.
As John writes at the end of his gospel.
"Many other signs truly did Jesus which
arc not written in this book: but these are
written that ye might believe that Jesus is
the Christ, the Son of God. and that be­
lieving ye might have life through his
name." As credentials of His Sonship and
Christhood the miracles were wrought, and
as such they were effective. Nicodemus
says to Him: " Master, we know that thou
art a teacher come from God. for no man
could do the miracles that thou doest except
God were with him." They were the proofs
of the divine mission and the divine pres­
ence. So also with the apostles. Mark
writes of these: "They went forth and
preached everywhere, the Lord working
with them, and confirming the word with
the signs following." The miracles were
heaven-granted confirmations of the divine
origin of the words spoken. Were a man
to appear to-day and affirm himself a
messenger from God, burdened with a
revelation from the skies. I should ask him
at once to show me his diploma in the form
of a sign from heaven If he could not
produce it. 1 should not feel called upon to
believe him or his words; nor, so far as I
can gather from the Book, would God expect
me to. Hence, as long as new revelations
were coming from heaven, in reference to
our salvation through Jesus, so long there
ought to have been miracles; when the
revelation had been completed and estab­
lished by a sufficient display of supernatural
power, miracles should then cease, and as a
matter of fact they did. Until God has
some further revelation to unfold, I expect
to see no miracle When He has. He will
again seal it with the supernatural. |
repeat, therefore. I experience no difficulty
in the miracles, cither ns to their appearance
or their disappearance; it Is just what
reason and revelation seem to me to de­
mand

But it is not the supernatural in this
sense to which 1 wish to call attention
Perhaps 1 ought rather to use the word
superhuman than supernatural, as being less

likely to convey a wrong impression. Let
me say, then, tht iuftrhuutan tlairnt oj J taut
an a strong argumtnt in favour of the truth of
tht ssntJ Serif turn.

The man who does and can do only the
same as the rest of his fellows, is an ordinary,
average—shall 1 say natural or human?—
man.

He who docs what most other men do
not. Is an unusual man. He who can do
what the majority of men cannot, is above
the average man ; but he is still perfectly
natural and only human.

He who does what no other man has
done, is a singular man—a unique man.

He who can do what no other man can
do. or ever has done, is a superhuman man.

Perhaps you will say: " But it is non­
sense to talk of a superhuman man”
Perhaps it is ; perhaps not. If the Bible is
true, it is common sense and right. If the
Bible be not true, it may be nonsense so to
speak. According to its teaching Jesus was
a man ; more, he was a superhuman man—
a man with power above that of men.

Now it matters not in what department
the power of the individual is put forth; if
he has done or can do what no other man
has done or can do, his power is in some
degree above that of men, and it becomes
us to enquire whence he gets this super­
human power It may be only human after
all, and he may be only the greatest, high­
est, loftiest of mankind ; but It may be the
result of a cause above and outside the
human. And if he asserts the power to be
superhuman, and not of man, we should
pause before we flatly and stoutly deny it.

This unique power may be manifested in
the physical world, in nAlons to be seen
with our eyes,—"Since the foundation of
the world was It not known that anyone
opened the eyes of a man who was
blind;" the man who can do it is unique.
It may be in the realm of mind. He may
write and speak as never man before or since
has written or spoken Here he towers
above mankind. He may live as never man
lived before or since He is a living wonder.
He may dream as never man dreamed
before; then if his predictions arc only
dreams, he is a superhuman dreamer; but
we had better tread cautiously along the
path which necessitates our characterising
hit prediflions as drcams, especially if he
should affirm them positive realities.

And this brings me to the laying bare of
the argument The claims of Jesus, as
made known to us in the New Testament,

I
 arc absolutely and essentially unique No
ono in this world, not one of the whole race
of mankind has ever urged them; notone
particular claim, but a whole scries of them:

| and they al) partake of this singular char-
1 actcr. Ixt us pause before we deny them

1 or the very fait that they arc unique, and
I still more, ate intrinsically far, far beycr. 1
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any similar claims preferred by any man or
any combination of men, should suggest to
us that he who made them is something
more than man. If he be only a man, how
comes it that he thus rises head and should­
ers above all other men ? Why have not
other men made the same demands upon
us ? why have they never made any demands
like them ? Because they were only men,
and He was more than man ; therefore He
soars above them. And when, with the
evidence that He is far different and far
greater. He affirms that He is greater be­
cause He is different—because He is more
than man—who will dare deny ? Shall not
prudence and common sense restrain us?

Let us examine some of these claims.
x. He claimed divinity.
He appeared like a little babe bom in

Bethlehem. He grew up through child­
hood ; He was known by the people in
Nazareth as a lad; he worked at the car­
pentering with His father. The multitude
knew His father and mother and brothers
and sisters. He called Himself the Son of
man, but He declared Himself to be the
veritable Son of God. "Art thou the Christ.
the Son of the Blessed One?" demanded the
high priest in Jerusalem, and He replied
"Thou sayest it"; although He knew if He
thus "confessed the good confession." it
would seal His doom and He would seal it
with His blood upon the cross of Calvary.
He affirmed that He dwelt in the bosom of
the Father; that He had a glory with the
Father before the world was; that He came
forth from the Father to come into the
world, and that He would go out of the
world to return to the Father. He Implicitly
declared His eternity, "Before Abraham
was 1 am," and the Jews took up stones to
stone Him.

These claims, originated by Jesus Him-
self, were iterated and reiterated by His
aiKistles; they thrust upon the world in the
baldest phrases that Jesus was divine, that
as the Word He dwelt with the Father, and
then clothed Himself in flesh, and was
•'God with us,” "God manifest in the
flesh."

When did any mao in this world beside*
Jesus make such a statement as this? I
know of no instance in the annals of human
religions. Men have stood forward as
prophets of the Most High, tome of them
truly and some of them falsely. But what
man ever stepped out from his fellows, and
quietly and boldly maintained that he was
God himself, and scaled his testimony with
his blood ? Such a claim is altogether out­
side the range of human experience 1 he re
arc mythological stones, 1 allow, of the
incarnations of heathen deities. lorcxamplc,
Vishnu among the Indian gods. but tbi-y
arc of a different class and stamp Here is
a historical character, whose actual lifo is
mere certainly attested than that of Napo­

leon Buonaparte, who repeatedly proclaims
His own divinity. Why have no other men
thought of doing this ? Why have no others
dared to do it ? Because It was beyond
them. How did Jesus come to do it ?
Because He was beyond all other men.
Why did He do 1A11, and make this cnor
mous demand upon the faith of our race?
Because He was what He claimed to be,
no other, and nothing less This to my
mind is the easiest solution of the problem.

a Notice further His claim, and on His
behalf that of the apostle 1, as to His
PERFECT HOLINESS.

"Which of you." said Jesus, "cons inceth
me of sin ?" “ He was holy, harmless, un­
detiled, and separate from sinners." Not
only is this affirmed, but it is made the
foundation of the whole scheme of redemp­
tion—"We arc not redeemed with corrupti­
ble things such as silver and gold, but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb
without blemish and without spot." The
efficacy of His atonement stands and falls
with His immaculate life Was He perfectly
holy? Then He could redeem. Did He
sin? Then His sacrifice was vain. So
also His spotless life is made the ideal, the
perfect ideal of the Christian career. " He
has left us an example that we should follow-
in his steps " We should "lay aside every
weight and the sin which doth so easily-
beset us. and run with patience the race set
before us, looking unto Jesus."

In these respects His claim is superhuman
Other men have laid down maxims for the
guidance of their fellows, and have taught
their followers to apply them in their lives
But where is the man who has had the
unique presumption to stand forth and say-
in effect: "I am perfect, absolutely holy.
I have never sinned in thought, word or
deed, cither by omission or commission I
alone, of all the men that have ever lived,
and by virtue of this spotless life which I
voluntarily- resign, atone for all your bad
past, and set a perfect, flawless example for
all mankind and forever?" Where is the
man ? Er.v HokjI Behold the man, Christ
Jesus! Whence came this unique presump­
tion ? From the consciousnesi of truth.
Thia alone is the explanation which can
satisfy me I

j. See again His claim in regard to the
KNOWLEDGE OF THE FUTURE.

He boldly affirmed, without doubt or
hypothesis There is neither •• >f " nor
" but." unless it be fur rhetorical effect, eg,
••If I go away, 1 will come again '

This infinite foresight, this positive pre­
diction is exemplified in the detailed manner
in which He foretold the circumstances of
Hu own approachin.; betrayal, desertion,
condemnation, crucifixion, resurrection ar. 1
ascension , the manner and methods of the
<atabllshment and spread of the Kingdom
of Heaven upon earth, the- d-.-stru.ibn ci 

the city of Jerusalem by the Roman forces,
and the demolition of the Herodian temple.
But away beyond that and far beyond the
centuries, His own glorious return after
preparing the mansions in the Father s
house, tho resurrection of the righteous dead
in glory and honor and power and incor­
ruptibility to on everlasting life of happiness
with God, the coming forth of the wicked
to a judgment before the throne of the Most
High, with the reward for the faithful and
actively loving, and the punishment of the
unbelieving and the disobedient. And all
declared with complete assurance, with­
out a single indication of any- doubt cf His
own knowledge. Everything was predicted
as positively as though He were detailing
the perfectly remembered incidents of the
well-known past.

Uhere shall we And a parallel ? Do you
say, In His apostles ? True, they did fore­
tell with a like assurance But they only
elaborated His prophecies, filled in His
outlines with further details, and then
acknowledged either that they were only
recalling what He had taught them whilst
He was with them, or that they were speak­
ing by the Spirit of Christ, which He had
bestowed upon them, being in lad but the
instruments through which He uttered His
voice and revealed the things to come

Why has no man, before or since, been
able to compare with Jesus in prophetic
revelation, for fulness, for assurance ’ Be­
cause He is abuve and beyond all men;
because He alcuc cf all men knew the
things whereof He spoke.

4. He lays claim further to superhuman
works.

He moved among men in the land ci
Palestine for tome three years, and during
that time He went about doing good, with
a miraculous hand dispensing His manifold
blessings; working, as He puts it, Che
works of His Father He called upon the
people to accept Him as the Son cf God
He affirmed Ilia divine parentage and
nature; but He told them not to believe
His statements simply because He made
them There was better evidence than His
mere i/ir Jtnf, stronger proof than the
explicit tcvtlmony ul John the Baptist;
"The works which the Father hath given
me to finish, the same works that 1 do bear
witness of me, that the Father hath scut
inc" (John 5 j'q And al the very end cf
His earthly ministry, an the night cf Hi
betrayal. Ho said. "If I had cot dcce
among them the wvrki wh.ch nene ether
man did, they had not bad sin (John
15 14) Here 11 the clxm that H-.a works,
in quantity cr quality. 1 r L- th, were bey --..J
and above tho •• of any run who had ever

utamped Him a* be .- g what ll? za:J He
was v, :nclhi?g tn.-tu tliau human, tt. ..3
of God an I......................... •
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or excuse for their sin—their sin of unbelief.
Now here is a staggering claim, that of
works beyond the performance of any man.
How can ue reconcile such presumption,
such audacity (if we can reverently use such
terms) with the charatter of the meek and
lowly Nazarcne, the humble philosopher of
Galilee ? Best, if not only, by acknowledg­
ing the truth of His claim, and believing
Him for His very works' sake.

5. Hear Him, further, in reference to His
own TEACHING.

When on the Mount of the Beatitudes
He delivered that grand sermon, which has
never been approached in the profundity of
its dottrine, He cried time and again: •• Ye
know that It hath been said by them of old
time . . . but 1 say unto you." I am the
teacher. My doctrine must stand before
that of all who have preceded me. Moses
may have given you the law, but a greater
than Moses is here. Solomon, in all his
wisdom, may have written his thousand and
one proverbs, and made his wisdom yours,
but a greater than Solomon is here. “Verily,
verily, I say unto you," My teaching, strange
though it be and new, must replace all other
dottrine, however respetted for its hoary
antiquity, however venerable, from custom
and usage. " I am the way, I am the
truth. ‘ “ And the people were amazed, for
he spake as one having authority, and not
aa the scribes.” No! they dogmatised in
their petty way, and ransacked from the
traditions of the elders childish travesties
and contraventions of the commandments
of God. But He, with the voice of author­
ity, set all their ciders and fathers aside,
and boldly proclaimed the truth in its
fulness and depth. And even the Hcrodian
soldiery, sent to take Him by force and
bring Him as a prisoner to the priests, left
Him at liberty, and gave as their wonderful
excuse for dcrclcttion of duly " Never man
spake like this man."

Nor are v.e struck simply by His assump­
tion of dottrinal authority; we arc no less
impressed by His pretension to eternal in­
fallibility. “ The words that 1 speak unto
you, they shall judge you at the last day."
His dottrine is to be the standard ol appeal
at the grand assize, when all shall be
gathered at the bar of God. By this ail
shall be tried; by this acquitted or con­
demned ; by this rewarded with glory and
felicity, or sentenced to destruction and
banishment Ye., His every word is uni­
versal and divine law. His teachings must
every one Lc accepted and Instilled—all arc
essential; and every thought, word and
deed must be brought Into aubjettion to the
obedience of Christ. The rolling centuries
must introduce no change in them, can
effeit no improvement upon them. They
are the [xrrfcttlon of dottrine for man, and
the duty of all mankind h to receive them
with a ready mind, and live them with all

the heart and mind and soul and strength.
No human being is to be begotten through
the ages, to be evolved during developing
eras or cycles of civilisation, who can amend
the thoughts of Jesus by a human after­
thought. Those and those only arc to be
allowed as the tests and text-books for the
Goal examination of mankind. What a
stupendous claim I Where in the annals of
the great or little is an equal claim to be
found ? But even this is not all. Before
He had risen, and while He was teaching
amongst men. He said : " He that sent me
is true, and I speak to the world those
things which I have heard of him" (John
8: 26); " As my Father hath taught me, I
speak these things" (John 8 : 2S); "I have
not spoken of myself; but the Father which
sent me. he gave me a commandment what
I should say and what I should speak And
1 know that his commandment is life ever­
lasting; whatsoever I speak, therefore, even
as the Father said unto me, so 1 speak"
(John 12: 49, 50). Here is the astounding
declaration that everything spoken by Him­
self was of divine origin; nothing proceeded
from Himself as a man. He was but the
spokesman of the Father; and just as He
had been taught of God, so He taught the
people. Every word He uttered in dottrine
during His three years’ ministry was the
diced revelation, the unaltered and un­
alterable revelation of the Deity Himself.

Where is the teacher who has dared to
demand so high a seat os this ? Here is no
allowance for misconception, or mistake, or
progress. The dottrine is wholly from
above, and is for all nations and for all
time, until the affairs of the world are
wound up for eternity.

Are we not amazed at such an arrogant
dogmatism, absolutely without a parallel
amongst the most conceited of that most
conceited class — lhe teachers of men?
Surely there must be some sufficient ex­
planation. Is it to be found in a superlative
human pride? Was Jesus the most con­
ceited man that ever lived ? Is such an
imputation consistent with the story of His
life, who said “ 1 am meek and lowly of
heart," and who washed His own disciples*
feet ? The easier explanation by far to my
mind is. that Jesus was lhe Christ, the Son
of the living God. who came down from
heaven to bring us the pure, infallible, uni­
versal and eternal truth of God, and told
the truth about Himself.

6. And lastly, look at the preternatural or
superhuman assumptions, manifested in the
grra/ (cninmicn h Hit afottlet, just before
He left tho world to ascend up where He
was before. We see In It four universals,
and a grander, more telling passage I do
not know where to find in all the literature
of the world.

" All authority In heaven and on earth is
given unto me Here is a statement that 

might well take our breath away. For one
to claim authority over the whole earth
would be much I Who has ever possessed
it ’ who has ever made pretensions to it >
None but Jesus I But His prerogative
embraces not merely this little atom of a
world, but all the heaven as well. All the
myriad worlds that glitter in the immensity
above; all the intelligences, however many
and great they may be. who people the
universe of God—all arc given over to the
authority of Jesus; all come beneath His
sceptre for His rule. He is exalted far
above all principalities and powers, and
every name that is named, not only in this
world, but in that which is to come

“Go," says he, “and make disciples
among <:// the nationi.” Who is this young
man, just three and thirty years of age, who
bids his eleven illiterate and timid followers
go and bring the nations to his feet ? Who
is this obscure Galilean Jew, this despised
Nazarene carpenter, that he should have
the unexampled assurance to expett a
gathering of disciples, not merely from
his own Insignificant and down-troddea
people, groaning under the iron heel of
Rome, but from among all the nations of
the habitable globe ?

“Go and make disciples of all the nations.
baptising them into the name of the Father
an J of the Son and of the Holy Spirit ” Who
is this Son of man, that links His name
with that of Jehovah, and demands that all
His disciples shall be baptised into Gods
name and His own, making Himself equal
with the Father, the peer of thu Almighty,
the fellow of the Eternal ?

“Teaching them to observe all thingt
whatsoever 1 have commanded you—"all
things," without one single exception. Every
commandment he ever promulgated mus|
be observed. Every disciple must be taught
to observe it Every teacher must be strict
and careful to teach it. Who is this arbi­
trary, supremely arbitrary dogmatist, v.h :<•
every dottrine must be the universal and
infallible rule of life for all the nations of
the earth ?

" And lo, I am with you always”—all the
days—"even to the end of the age." Hire
is a promise as immense as any of His pre­
vious universal pretensions—"all the day s.
even to the end of the age;" the promi— °f
an age-abiding presence Where his am­
bassadors arc, there will He be Where
their teaching is—provided their teaching i*
His—there will He be, with His unlimited
authority, with His celestial and terrestrial
power, to fulfil all the conditional premies
of God, which compass with spiritual bless*
Ings all the present life of His people, ar.d
stretch away Into the eternity beyond the
grave.

O magnificent young dreamer, if dreams
they be! Never has any other dreamer
dreamed like thin I In the highest
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nf our human imagination, no one hi-, ever
soared into realms like thcM- Whence were
those pinions borrowed that bore Him so far
beyond His fellow men5 Borrowed ? They
were ever Hisoun.for He wasmorethan man.
" Now that He ascended," says the Apo.lie
Paul," what is It but that he also deschndip
first into the lower puts of the earth ? He
that descended is the same also that ascended
up far above all heavens, that he might fill
all things" (Eph. 4 : to). He ascended be­
cause He had previously descended. He
was able to go up. because He had first
come down. It was no gradual evolution
of a great man. It was the inherent force
of the celestial, which revealed itself per­
sistently while He sojourned amongst men.
and finallv raised Him to the skies And
so also does His forerunner. John the Bap­
tist, thus simply explain it all, and solve
the dark enigmas we propound: ‘'lit lbs:
t-jm/th frea alove it above all." That is it.
no mere extraordinarily endowed man. but
a heaven-descended one He that is of
the earth is earthly, and speakelh of the |
earth : he that cometh from heaven is above
all: and what he hath seen and heard that
he testified), and no man received) his
testimony. He that hath received his
testimony hath set his seal to this, that G. J
it true. For he whom God hath sent ipcak-
cth the words of God ; for God givcth not
the Spirit by measure unto him The Father
lovcth the Son, ami hath given all things
into his hand He that bclieveth on the
Son hath eternal life: but he that obeycth
not the Son shall not see life, but the wrath
cd God abideth on him" (John j Jl-Jt'j

Yet, here is llie simple solution of the
whole ditlicuhy. Reject this, and we cannot
comprehend or explain how such claims
ever came to lie made by Jc-ats or for Jesus
We hat can insoluble puzzle, an inexplicable
riddle But accept this, and the whole
matter is easy Why did He claim divinity ?
Because He was divine How is it His
claims are above those of all other men '*
Because He was above ail Mere men,
who are of the earth, are earthly and speak
nf the earth, they speak after the manner of
men; and as the stream can never rise alxive
the level of its sourer, fo they can nt ver
rise above the human, but He came from
heaven, and therefore He is above all
'1 here He heard the majestic celestial truth.
He spoke; thence He brought the holy life
lie lived, and derived His supernatural
power Because the Father loved His own
Sen, therefore He committed all things into
Hv. hand The theory that be*! explains
the greatest number ol facts is the one we
mu.| hold, and the theory of the Saviour's
divinity Is to my mind the one which mi 4
ci ily and fully satisfies the requirements ul
the case Therefore I believe that jesua i>
the Christ, the Son of the living God But
thu is the burden of tin- testimony ul the

New Testament Then its burden is true
And the superhuman claims of Christ, so
persistently prev-ed by Him, constitute
strong evidence of the truth of the Bible,
and stamp it as "The Word of God."

In Bible Lands.

GRINDING AT THE MILL.

The hand ■ mills spoken of in
Scripture are doubtless of the same
kind as those almost everywhere
seen at this day in western Asia.
They consist of two stones, eighteen
inches or two feet in diameter,
placed one on top of the other.
The upper one has a hole in it,
through which the grain is intro­
duced, and a wooden handle by
which it is turned. The upper stone,
the rider, was probably that which
the woman seized by the handle,
and running with it to the battle­
ment, let it fall upon Abitnclcch's
head (Judges 9: 53). Two women
sit facing each other to grind, both
taking hold of the handle, while thu
one who has her right hand disen­
gaged pours in the grain as it is
wanted. Hence we understand the
words of our Saviour when He said:
“Two women shall be grinding at
the null: one shall be taken and the
other left." Mills were almost in
every house as necessary for daily
use (comp. Num. 11:8); hence tho
merciful prohibition against taking
the mill-stones in pledge (Dent.
24 : 6): the subsistence of the
family would be interfered with.
“ 1 heard the ring of this apparatu ,"
says Dr. Thomson, “some time be­
fore I saw it, and now understand
what is meant by the preacher vvht n
he says: ‘The sound of the grinding
is low, because the grimier-, are few’
(Ecdc>. 12:4)."

Things in General
-------- o---------

“MAKING PREACHERS."
Preachers, like poets, arc born—

not made. But everybody don’t
think so, and 1 don't really see that
it is absolutely necessary that every­
body should think so in order to
establish the truthfulness of the
statement. If any of the readers of
“Things in General” have not yet
accepted as gospel the bit of phil­
osophy forming the head waters of
this little stream of thought, if they
will attend regularly for 12 months
any one of our morning meeting'.
and keep their eyes and ears open,
they will be ready to accept it with­
out a mental reservation. Die “bad
times" has certainly done us much
harm during the past few years, but
the harm done in this way has been
as nothing in comparison with that
done by bad preaching and teaching.
How has this state of things been
brought about? Partly, I admit, by
the force of circumstances. As chur­
ches we have been trying to make
the best of a bad job. But there is
a wide-spread notion that just any­
body can preach—that the most un­
promising material can be taken,
and in an incredibly short time
turned out a preacher. You may
take a man without natural ability,
and give him all the polish he k
capable of receiving, and you will
never make a preacher of him. Now
1 believe in giving every encourage­
ment to those who show the slightest
ability in this direftion, and 1 as
emphatically believe in showing
every rfijcorimgrm/sf to those who
have no ability, and shall vigorously
protest against being bored on a
Sunday morning, or sit passively by
while the cause of truth is being
murdered in the house of its friend .
Much of our teaching and preaching
not only does no good, but worst ol
all it docs harm. But what is to be
done ? If acceptable preaching and
teaching cannot be secured, let us
do without, thus avoiding the harm
done by the promulgation of citer;
and best of all, avoid encouraging
those who are trying to “make
preachers" of them--elves when
nature has di signed them for mm-
thing else.

ING?
“ l lior SHALT Bi: A Bl.l
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tribute dircdlly to this end is dis­
carded, with the result that they live
a little, cramped, miserable life, and
die “ unhonored and unsung." “ O
Lord, bless me and my wife, my son
John and his wife—us four and no
more, amen," is the centre and cir­
cumference of their prayers and
ambitions. If 50 per cent, of the
Christian papulation of the world
should go to heaven within the next
24 hours they would not be missed
outside of their own families. Why?
Because they have missed the Chris­
tian’s secret of a happy and useful
life. They have started out to get
good, which is in itself commend­
able and right, but they have not
gone about it in the right way. From
the enlightened Christian’s stand­
point, the only way to get good is to
do good. Be good, do good, and gr/
good is the divine order of things,
which can never be reversed, so that
the Christian who would get a bless­
ing in the highest, best, and most
abiding sense, must first of all “be a
blessing." Now don’t let us make
any mistake about this matter, as it
requires no great sacrifice, or long
years of waiting, for the good to
come to us. It comes often at once
—in fad, in the best sense ol good,
it always comes at once, in the satis­
faction of knowing that in Christ's
name we have done something to
lighten the burden or brighten the
darkened pathway of some fellow­
pilgrim. To those who are thinking
of “good" in a material sense, to do
good materially is the surest and,
in fatfl, the only way to get good.
This is true of the ordinary sound
business transactions of the world,■
and pre-eminently true of the man
whose trust is in God. (jive some-1
thing and get something in return
should be the foundation principle
of the most material Christian’s life.
May the joy of the fulfillment of the
promise made to the father of the
faithful, “Thou ‘ halt be a blessing,"
be realised by an ever increasing
number of the Standard readers.

A. B. Maston.

Foreign flissions.

LETTER I ROM MISS THOMPSON
J lurda, C P , India,

January r*t. 1S96
1 think I wrote that Gopal, the young

man who was baptised over a year ago, had
al last found courage io unite with the

church here. We have known him for
years, and all of us have great confidence in
him. Three patients from the hospital were
received in at the same lime, and since then
I think four patients and one leper have
been baptised. I am not quite sure whether
there were three or four, as some who have
been baptised have not been received into
the church. Two of them have since died.
I was unable to be present at all the bap­
tisms. I think I wrote about a young wife
who was brought to our bungalow some
months ago by the Inspector of Police. She
had been ill-treated by her mother-in-law
and ran away. Her husband had another
wife, and said he did not want her again,
and signed a paper to that cflcfl. Janki
has several times said she wished to become
a Christian, and a few days before Christ­
mas Mr. Wharton had a talk with her. and
was persuaded that she fully understood
the step she was about to take She was
baptised at the same lime as an old servant
of Mrs Jackson’s He is over 90 years old
The same day a young woman whom Miss
Jackson brought from Bombay was also
bapti cd. She had a strange history. She
said a gentleman in Hyderabad adopted her
and a number of other girls in a time ol
famine. They were allowed to remain
Mohammedans; in fatft, they were provided
with a teacher to teach them Mohammedan­
ism, but they were not taught to read. A
little while ago her protestor died, and she
was brought to Bombay, and Miss Jackson
saw her in the house where she boarded
She was asked to take her away, as it was
not a good place for her to be When the
girl came here she objected to coming to
prayers and gave us a good bit of trouble,
but gradually her opposition gave way, and
she too desired to follow Jesus The two
girls are with MissGraybicl now in Maholu

Wc have had some very interesting tem­
perance meetings fur the Europeans and
Eurasians lately. It would take too long to
write you about the state of the railway
people here. Wc thought it would l>c a
good thing to have our Sunday school
childrens’ treat on Tuesday this year and
spend part of our Christmas with the rail­
way people Mrs. Jackson invited all who
would come to her house. About 40 came,
one of whom said it was the first Xmas for
ten yean that he had not been drunk. I
heard it was said that this was a temjxrrance
Xmas in llurda. Xmas Eve the government
official here invited all the missionaries to
ilmner to meet the Church of England ck-r-
gjman who comes here occasionally He
•aid he believed our Temperance Society
v..m doing more good here than his services
and that he would not Iw surprised if he be­
came a teetotaler within the next twelve
month, it i, nothin,, new In Indi, (or
Cburth .( Enuhnd ,4cn
•Ittirtl lh.. one who rioted here when 1 

first came to llurda often had to be carried
home, so you can Imagine whal an influence
he would have on the people

The box from Australia did not get here
this year until the day after Xmas, but Miss
Judson had a nice sum of money sent her
several months ago to have garments made
for the children, and there were enough
dolls sent from England last year to give
Miss Judson's school-girls one each. The
garments sent in the box will be needed In
Charna and Oora, where the children have
not yet received their gifts and the dolls just
came in time for me to give to the women.
Our great day (.is the people call Christmas)
is known far and near, and all who have
hid anything to do with us look for ujme­
riting at that time.

Bro. Wharton had a post card from Bro.
McLean last week. He was about to visit
Singapore, and will be here before he visits
Australia.

Mrs. Wharton has had an attack of fa
giifff. but is getting better. The rest of us
are fairly well.

With kind and Christian regards, very
sincerely yours in the Master's service,

M. Thompson.
-------- :o:---------

QUEENSLAND.
from John Thompson.

In a letter to the committee Bro. John
Thompson reports he is mending, though
slowly He says:-" I have a very good
rejxirt to give of the attempt made by the
Christian Kanakas to establish a rnlwm in
their island, also of the support kindly given
them by their white brethren here II ought
to stimulate the while brethren to follow their
example in going to the Kanaka Mission But
I am so tired in trying Io keep moving that
whenever I hive a few moments to rparc I
am more inclined to have a rest than to
write "

Church News.
NEW ZEALAND.

Nelson.—Since my report last month tj
more have been added to the church here
That brings the number of additions up U
60 in this district since Bro Clapham started
his most successful mission in Septemtrr
last, and in which Bro Turner, from SSel
Hngton, so ably assisted during the latter
part of the mission God has truly blessed
the effort so very ably put forth by car
good Brethren Clapham and Turner while
in Nelson. Wc arc very thankful to our
l ather in heaven for sending us such faith­
ful and unselfish workers, anducarevcQ
grateful to the brotherhood, who granted
us these two brethren, especially the W«*
Hngton church, who sent Bro Turner back
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again to help us for another three weeks
after the mission was dosed. Worth cannot
express how we appreciate the very noble
ailion of the Wellington brethren — the
strong helping the weak. Although there
has been a good gathering in here during
the last three months, there is still a great
number almost persuaded, some of which
we trust, with the help of God. to be able
before long toadd to the saved We heartily
thank God for the great encouragement we
base had in the past, and pray that the
work may still go on and prosper.

Dec. 27, 1895. C. P. A . Sec

Wellington.—The church here is grow­
ing strong In the faith and knowledge of
Jesus Christ. Great interest is being taken
by members, especially the young, and alto­
gether the spiritual nature Is firm and hope­
ful.

During the Xmas holidays many visiting
brethren have been with us The majority
are Netsonians. and their presence has been
a source of pleasure to the brethren

The usual church picnics have been held,
fine weather prevailing throughout the hol­
idays The most successful and largely
attended one was held on New Year's Day,
at Day's Bay.

The rendering of Burnham's service of
song, "A Lamb of the Flock," was marked
by excellent singing The ailair uas by far
the best, musically, ever given in the chapel
Bro Gallihawk gave the readings, and Mr.
Turvey presided at the organ

Jan 9 John A Siiennan.

Kaiiangata - Nothing stirring to relate
at present, just a line, however, to kt you
know that as a church we still exist and are
endeavouring to carry on the work in its
various departments. On New Year's Day
the church treated the Sunday School In the
form <>l a picnic, to which the majority ol
the scholars turned out During the after­
noon a r.'xxlly number of visitors put tn an
appearance, am) altogether an enjoyable
day was spent, no hitch ol any kind having
occurred

The sisters' sewing class, which has been
having some few weeks vacation, meets
again on Wednesday the bth inst . before
their vacation they handed over to credit of
the building fund the sum of f 1 rot

We have no additions to report, but on
the other hand, from one can e or another,
the wor t of which is lukewarmness, our
number i. gradually lc. Arning Is it not
sad to realize that there are those who after
having put their hand to the plough d.- look
back ' May they be roused Io think cl
their pudtion, and turn again to the Lord
ere it be too late A. Roy

---------- o----------
SOUTH AUSTRALIA.

(ICttssTowN 1 au| po’*e y<4 arc won
dcring where we has* ! t , it i»ao lung

since y ou saw a report, but thank God He
has qnrrd us We are still working and
happy in doing that work We arc having
good meetings A variety of speaking breth­
ren from the city have helped us, for which
we thank them We have received into fel­
lowship 3 by letter from sister churches and
one young man by faith and obedience
We also reioice with exceeding great joy
that our Master has seen fit to exalt one ol
our brethren to the heavenly city— our be­
loved Bro. Lee. We are not jealous of our
brother's exalted position, but are happy
that the Master thought him worthy of
honour. Our brother was connected with
the Primitive Method).is for many years,
but being a suflercr in body he came over
from Victoria to spend a little time with his
mother, who is in fellowship with us. to re­
cover his health Bro Jno Ve'co, in visit­
ing the house, pointed out to him his duty
in regard to baptism, which he saw clearly
and nt once gladly confessed his Master be­
fore a crowded meeting, and was immersed
into His name, after which, in to far as he
was able, took part in the work and exhort­
ing the brethren, which shall be treasured
in our hearts until we meet him again. On
recovering bis health somewhat, he again
returned home to Victoria, but it must have
been the beginning of the end, for only a
few weeks elapsed before he passed away at
a good age. 1 shall not forget the parting
with him I met him on the wharf, and he
told me lie had lost the steamer. We
pas-ed the remark that it would have l>ccn
terrible to have lust heaven, when he joy­
fully answered that he was sure of heaven
Now we pray that his dear ones may be 
comforted We wish you happiness for the
New Year.

Jan 6 K II

yvEENSTOWN —Bro Nelson from Moree,
N S W , paid us a visit on jand inst Our
brother is on the way to Wcstralia The
brethren gave him a cordial welcome, and
commended him to the careof our Heavenly
Father

Unllv.—We are pleased to report that
the work I* going on steadily Since our
last report we have ha I three additions by
faith and obedience, and we pray that they
may •. alk worthy of their high calling.
We have preaching mcctingsat the Mitcham
Block with fatr attendance, the brethren
taking a great interest in Ihi. work We
hope soon to start a Sunday School, lor
there n a large number of children, and by
this means a lasting good may be ,'ccvm-
pli-.hed T (. Sr tnu h

Him >Ak-it One young la 1> | rev i m-!y
baptised Suter Bygent has b-cn received
Into fellowship There have b.c.i no con-
fc..ii3J At .1 rimtirg of the cvicuti.c
committee of the I < rt :gn Mi • ternary Soc icty
la l fuevday evening £ij was all.xatcd to

Uro Strutlcn, our own l»oy in India /1
was also devoted in the Indian Mi »i a -
Sister Thompson—and £4 for the Kanaka
Mission Bro Thompson,Total £at This
will pretty well exhaust our fundi in hand.
we would therefore remind the friends of
their needed help for the coming year, hav
ing put our hands tu the plough there must
be no looking back

The West Torrens DiMri.fi Union of the
YPSCE. held their annuil meeting in
the chapel last We.lnci.Lvy evening It
was n large gathering The uvual basin ru
of presentation of reports, election ol officers.
etc , was Interspersed with songs, choru .•>.
and suitable nddrejses.

Igisl evening an In m'-r.v riam sen ice was
held, having special reference to th- dcith
of Bro Joseph Leaves, who died during the
week, leaving a widow and a very 1 xr>. •
family. Our brother's death was raiher
sudden ; consequently hi* family arc feeling
his loss acutely. We commend them to
the God of all comfort and consolation

Bro Smith will leave for MiUng at the
end of this week From thence he proceed .
to the south-east in an engagement for four
weeks with the Evangelist Committee Con­
sequently we shall have supplic. for five
Sundays.

Jan. 27 A G.

VICTORIA.

Williamstown -- A sister made the • d
confession and put on Christ in Lapti m
Lord':* day evening, the lath An effort
has been made to re-open the Sunday
School. The first Sunday there were only
seven scholars; list Lord's day. 15 Bro
Thompson preaching

Jan. 20. E C K , Sec

Pakf.miau - In spited the intense heat
the chapel here was full tat L- rdS day
evening Bio W Cavanagh placed the
truth plainly before the congregatb n I .
came out and were immerse*! alter having
made the good c m frv.iun a young a rj
daughter of Bro Carroll A brother from
the Baptist church ..1 S>, . ;
to join us next lards day People arc
attending from all the churches Uro C
visited the people in HilLidc d' iri.t la-t
Friday evening, having obtained the u <• cl
the Wesleyan church there, and placed ti. •
truth before all Bedies this b- v. 1.
dally all neighbors in Palu ham . ! ll»’’
side districts, and a thor g-»d ar !
substantial work is being d. re Bru C
will visit Nar Nar G.-.-3 dutrut -l-itly
He i> succeeding odriirabL. We c : '.
cntly expect in real.liti nx shortly

DiMri.fi
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large gathering, and everything passed ofl
pleasantly. Our Dorcas meetings arc still
improving, the number now being about it.

Jan. -’s M. Jackson, See

Ballabat.—The half-yearly meeting of
the church was held on Wednesday, Jan
15th. 1896, Bro C. Morris in the chair
Tlie reports and b dance sheets, duly audited.
were adopted. The church has a balance
of £4 to start the year with The Sunday
School is in good working order; average
attendance, too. The Endeavour Society
is doing good work; average attendance of
members, 33 The society has distributed
23 parcels of groceries, £1 iSi. fid. in cash
and loaned £3 out of the funds. The Dorcas
Society also presented a very favourable
report; have held it meetings fur the half
year with an average attendance of 10. re­
ceipt'; for the term being £9 ifii fid ; ex­
pended in gifts of clothing £.S 15s. rod ,
leaving a balance in hand of £1 o» tod
Additions to the church by faith and bap­
tism for the half year have been four.

T. If. Vanston, See.

Newstead.—For some time past wc have
been holding open air meetings at this
place, so far without visible results. Other
place; have also been visited. About a
week ago Bro. Park visited Carisbrook, a
township fourteen miles from here Three
Christians were living there at the time,
and one more (an old man aged 8., years)
put on Christ in His own appointed way,
the result of Uro Park's labour. As the
brethren desired to hold meetings at Caris­
brook, on I .ord's day morning the writer
attended for the puqxrsc of breaking the
emblematical loaf A very enjoyable day
wav spent, and in the evening, assisted by
two brethren from Newstcad, the go,pcl
was proclaimed in the street to a large
and attentive gathering

Maldon. nine miles from here, was also
visited by Bro Park, who, assisted by
brethren from Newstcad held some good
meetings, but. although Mime were visibly
Impressed there were no additions. Wc
toon hope to be able to report further pro­
gress. 1 he field around here is large and
promising The harvest truly is plenteous,
but the labourers arc few.

Jan 2«. T II. ScAMi:t.i k

■-----o-------
NEW SULU II WALES.

PtrntsiiAM -Bro C F. Nixon has
preached for the p.ivt eight months and
lias greatly strengthened the hands of the
brethren, l our have been immersed into
Christ, and three were rccehed by letter
Open air meetings are held on Parramatta
Road every Saturday with much success,
Bro Nixon being the s|>cakcr.

We regret to report the dcatlt of our
beloved Bro | Bennett on the 14th Inst.,

at the age of 76. May the Lon! console the
bereaved ones

The Secretary (Bro Halliday) has re­
signed, av he is going to England on the
28th. The new secretary is Bro. A. M.
Wan! Please note his address—Douglas-
street, Dulwich Hill.

16/1,96 J- Halliday.

QUEENSLAND.

MAKVroKour.ll.—You will be glad to hear
that two were added to our number last
night by faith and baptism (a man and wife)
and notwithstanding the fact that the presi­
dent of the Baptist Association waspreaching
in the Baptist Church, wc had the largest
number I have yet seen at any of our meet­
ings. We expected Bro Mahon from Gy m­
pie. but he wired at 10 p m. Saturday night
that he could not come down, so wc had tn
do the best wc could, and wc did very well,
I think. After a holiday of three weeks wc
rc-ojtcned our Sunday school y esterday w ith
about 45 scholars, with a prospect of more.
Sister Howard, our only sister teacher, is a
great worker in this direction, and the suc­
cess of the school is mainly owing to her.
and only for the fact that she has so many
other duties to attend to she would have
been unanimously elcdcd superintendent
yesterday.

Bro Thompson has been out of hoipital
for the last fortnight and progressing as
favourably xs could be expected. He will
soon be himself again.

An old sister from Adelaide named
Thompson, bringing letters from Bro. J.
C Dickson prevented herself at the evening
meeting on the 12th inst. and was quite
plcxsed at having found us.

Jan. 30. S. O'Brien.
------ O-------

Sr AUSTRALIA

Coolgardie —Just a word or two to let
you know- that we arc still living and don't
forget that the brethren in general would
like to know how wc are getting on. We
are happy to say wc have a small place of
our own a little out of the town. It is the
best we could get under the circumstances.
and we have very enjoyable meetings there
every lord’s day morning at eleven. It is
not a big place, but it accommodates us, and
there is still room for as many again. Wc
have done no preaching yet ; we could not
get a suitable place, and our speaking talent
is very limited at present; Mill we will do
wli.it we can Wc have had no more addi­
tions since my last letter to you, but breth­
ren have come and gone, and have been
cheered and comforted by meeting with us.
and we have been benefitted by their pres­
ence at the laird's tabic

Should any of the brethren be visiting
Coolgardle, wc will be glad of their presence
and we util do them all the good vve can’

Our meeting place can be found by calling
on Bren. Clark and Payne, next the Theatre
Royal, or on Bro Royle at Philp and Roylc.
builders, Sylvesler-st. I am desired by the
church to ask you to insert an advertisement
in the Standard that the church meets al
eleven o'clock every Lord's day morning,
and how that place is to be found Although
we arc few, wc have done what wc could in
the past, but hope for brighter things In the
future.

What is wanted here is a good speaking
brother that could devote a little time to
the work, and some money, so that we could
get an allotment of land and build a good-
sized meeting house on it. With some good
evangelist for three months at ’cast — say if
Bro. Maslon could be here for that time—
we all think that a grand work would be
achieved and much golden grain gathered
into the Master's garner. We are only a
small people here, but we have big hearts.
and bigger aspirations for the future. All
that is needed is a good man and the means
to uphold him in the work. Still, the want
of that is not going to deter us front toiling
on and do what wc can. Do not construe
this into a begging letter; it is only a sug­
gestion of the brethren here If such could
l>e done a large church would very soon be
established for a certainty—and vve wait in
hope.

Jan. tj. F. I*.

OUR BUDGET.
-------- ;o:--------

Bro. R. G. Cameron leaves for South
Australia on Tuesday next

Whoever fancies that he has advanced *0
far in Christianity that he needs nothing
more, may perhaps In God's school hardly
sit upon the lowest form

The following lines are by the late I'r •
lessor Blackie and express the id»v ”f
many thoughtful men In the present day —
Creeds and confessions I High Church »r

Ixiw ?
1 cannot say : but you would vastly pica -

us
If with some pointed Scripture you coul-l

shew
To which of these belonged the Savi ur

Jesus
I think to all or none; not curious creeds

Or ordered forms of churchly rule He
taught,

But soul of love that blossomed into d«»h
With human good and human bL '-r-»

fraught
On me nor Priest, nor Presbyter, nor i'-

Bishop or Dean may stamp a party i'll: ie
But Jesus, with Ills largely human f*'

I he service of my human life may ila.m
Ix t prideful Priests do battle about < reed*.
The Church is mine that does mod t’Hrtrt

like deeds.
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Two confessions at South Melbourne on
Jan. 19th, Bro Hamill preaching

Bro. I’. A. Dickson lus accepted an
engagement with the church at Sydney.

There were two immersions at Merc-
wether, NSW. on Lord’s day evening,
12 th in 4

Bro T J. Bull has now* removed his
family to Auckland, N Z., and settled down
for a time.

We hear that Bro. Walden will not reach
his new field of labour at New town, N.S.W ,
until June next.

He must have no friends that will have a
friend with no faults, hence Christians stand
in need of forgiveness from each other.

Miss Thompson's letter shows that Bro
Mclxan was at Singapore about Christmas
and would visit India before Australia.

The churches at Colac and Ballcndclla
will probably be added to the list of associ­
ated churches next Vldorian Conference.

A. B. Maston writes that he reached
Auckland safely after a quick and pleasant
voyage from Sydney. By this lime he ;
expected to be in Nelson.

Owing to Bro Halliday leasing for Eng­
land, Bro A M. Ward, Douglas st., Dulwich
Hill, NSW, will succeed him as secretary

’of the church al Petersham.
Bro A. M l.udbrcok has been spending

a few days in Adelaide on his homeward
journey He reports having a good time in
visiting friends, public institutions, etc.

Bro R Dyke ii secretary of the church
at Cuolgardic, W A This church has a
standing advt in our advertising columns,
in which they notify a hearty welcome to all
visitors

A. a result of a short mission carried on
by Brethren Clapham and Turner In Nelson,
N Z , sixty additions are reported. The
brethren in Nelson arc much encouraged
and very grateful for the help they have
received

The Perth brethren have transformed
their Sunday evening meeting Into a ••Bible
Reading and Expository Meeting." The
change has met with success, as the hall in
which they are meeting is badly situated for
preaching services.

Bro W Wilson, owing to his expecting
to l« in W. A at date of next Victorian
Conference, baa resigned his position as
essayist. Bro. F G. Dunn, in response to
a request from the Committee, has agreed
to take his place

The next preacher/ meeting will ba held
1:1 Lygon-st on Monday, February jtd A
cordial invitation to attend is given to all
preachers Outlines of sermons will be
given by Brethren Cameron and McLellan
An interesting and profitable lime is ex
peded

During Bro Selby's absence in New
Zealand the l.ygon-strcct platform will be
occupied by various brethren G B Moy­
sey and D. A Ewen preached the la-t two
Lord's day evenings llro W Wilson will
preach next Sunday evening

Good meeting, arc reported from I re-
mantle Bro A E Illingworth has been
preaching for the List seven weeks and has
been requested to continue for three months
longer. Four confessions taken, and indica­
tions of more results in the near future

A recent telegram in the .trgur, from
N.S W,, informs ui that the I’timitivc
Mclhodi-l Conference al Newcastle re-
solved by 54 votes to 4 to accept the
recommendation of the federal council to
adopt a •xheme tor the union of Methodist
bodies

The Sixth Annual Meeting of the Arma­
dale Rescue Home was held in the Lygon-
strvet chapel on the aist inut Bro W. C.
Cralgie occupied the chair Addresses were
delivered by Messrs. A R Edgar, F. M
Ludbrook, and •'Sister Hannah" The
collcilion amounted to /j t|s yjd

The North Carlton church held its anni­
versary services last Sunday. J Baker
addressed the church in the morning, F. M.
Ludbrook the school hi the afternoon, and
F. G. Dunn preached in the evening." A
tea and public meeting wax held on the
following Tuesday All the meetings passed |
off successfully

The Prahran College fur boys and girls ;
held at '•East 1-cigh," Malvern and Wil­
liams Roads, Prahran reopens on Tuesday, I
.jth February The Head Master, Mr J
Edgar Laing, will be al home on Monday,
jrd February, to receive and enroll new
pupils The college is five minutes' walk
from the H.iwksburn Station Prospectus
at Mullen's.

The A C Siamuuh Newspaper Company .
held a quarterly meeting on the aisl in .t
The following committee was re elected for
the next six months C Edward* (chair­
man), F G. Dunn, A B Maston, J. E. '
Laing, W. C Cralgie, W- C. T hurgoud and
R. Lyall W J. Phillips and J Barnacle
were re elected as auditors, with thank 1 for
past services

The cablegram} from l.urojx.1 in regard
to the w.ir scare may be summed up briitly
as •‘rumours of war--bnt no war ' llie,
Transvaal, American and German atlut.
will be settled quietly enough as soon a»
the newspaper people can get h dd uf sumo
other sensational items The real difficulty
u the Turkish question It is scarcely pus
siblc that th:» can be settled without war
It is only a matter uf lime when the "gre it
powers" will bo fighting over the dead Im dy
of the Turk in Europe, and what the out­
come cf th it will be no nun can UIf

The church al Coolgardic ha. furni.hr 1
u> with a copy of their balance sheet for
the year, and though the total amount of
their contributions amount. lo only alxut

j for the year, they luxe given away /ho
ul that fur benevolent purpi e< Th- church
of course is a very smell one, but evidently
it has the spirit ul Chri.t May it go on
and prosper.

Hie good work done by Bren Clapham
and Turner tn Ncl-uii, N Z , affords a
striking example of what may be dene by­
strong churches helping those that are
weak. In mo l civ. tho-e churches in a
position In sustain an evangelist do not
care to pin with his service*, even for a
short lime It would be a good thing it
-.uch churchc i would make it a rule lo give
the services of their preachers to some
weaker churches for a month or two in
each year

Two young ladies Miss A NMxt and
MIm E P Klngsmill h it Melbourne last
week to take up work al Ku Cheng in tho
place of those who were massacred on the
1st of Augu.t last. Both come from Tas
mania, and Miss Ni.b.-t returns to the mis­
sion-field after twelve month* furlough.
Miss Kingsmill ij going out fur the first
time, and after he landi »t Foochow she
will labour al her own charges. while the
other young lady will bo supported by the
Tasmanian branch ol the Young Women'.
Christian Association

Tile fear expressed in our lost issue, that
the sad boating fatality at K.dpara Harbour,
N Z , was connected with some of <. ur breth­
ren, has been only too truly confirmed.
Elsewhere a letter from Pre Bali gives the
sorrowful detail- It h undoubtedly the
most grievous fatality in our history .1.
churches No less than ten souls were
drowned just after enjoying a day's pleas i re
and on the point of starting homewards.
Our hearts are lull ol sorrow and sympathy
fur the bereaved churches ami families, and
we join with the church at Auckland in 11 •
expressions of condolence

Uro Sydney Black writes that he lux
sent ue a ri|>utt of the Fulham Ctu.* Mis­
sion Up to the time of going to press it
had not come to hand He further write.
'•Will you kindly notify in the Sia'.i-v."
that re-purls can be obtaii -.1 from the I 1
lowing, who will a’-u bo most pkx-. I 1 >
:• iiise and forward any danati ■::» mJ
criplions - Vi.:, ria -■ Fte mfag F- M

LU II l -L.utC'!'.;■•-t.M.tlh
and Wet Australia, Mt. H ha .. N . '. .
lari •. N > V. ■ ... I'1. .
1. ,j. Mr Hunt 1. Man cWte. .
Ni . Z dr.j ' . "I: | I . ..
Wright. Uaxgill *1. I-a; ha

furni.hr
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LOVED ONES GONE BEFORE.

CHEESMAN.—Sister Alice Cheesman,
eldest daughter of Uro. and Sis. J. Chees-
man, was very suddenly called home on
the 37th December. Our sister was bap­
tised on 5th Oflober, 1S90, being a member
with us a little over five years. During
that time she has been a consistent follower
of the Lord, for she was one who we may
lovingly call a |>caccmaker. She had a
good report from those without and within,
which was manifested by the sympathy
shown to the bereaved parents, and the
many who attended the funeral. Our sister
had not reached her 20th birthday, thus
she was cast off in the very bud of woman­
hood. Oh, the uncertainty of life I On the
night she was called home she was appar­
ently In the best of health, her friends re­
marking how joyful and bright she was in
making preparation for the corning holidays.
After playing at the piano, and wishing her
parents good-night, she retired to rest.
But, alas I it was the last good night, (or
the Master was wailing for her. Her
parents were awakened by an unusual
sound in her room. The doctor was sum­
moned speedily, the parents doing all in
their power for her recovery, and he arrived
just three minutes before she passed away.
On asking her if she had any pain, she
replied no; and her spirit immediately took
its flight to be with her Lord, whom she
loved to meet on the first day of the week
in the breaking of bread. She was a mem-
Imt of the Young Women’s Bible Class at
Grote street, where she regularly attended.
Our prayer is for those who arc left to
mourn their loss, that they may find in the
sweetness of the Father's love all they need
in this their hour of trial.

One more lamb at home in safety,
In the loving shepherd's fold ;

Ne'er to wander weak and weary.
O'er the mountains bleak and cold.

One more gem, as rare as any,
Taken from our earthly mines ;

In his coronet of glory,
Evermore in radiance shines

One more rovebud, fair and perfect,
Gathered ere It blossomed here ;

For the Saviour deemed our flow'ret
bit Io grace the heavenly sphere.

So wc wait till we arc summoned.
To appear before the throne ;

Where united with our loved ones.
We shall know as wc arc known.

—T. G. Srowt 14
CONNING. - As intimated in a recent

number of this paper, our esteemed Sister
Elizabeth Conning Fergus), wife of Bro
K Conning of Ascot Vale, has [Kissed on to
her reward, and it becomes our melancholy
privilege to pen a short notice of her ex­
cellent life She was born in Ayrshire,
Scotland, June yth, '48, arrived with Iter

parents in Victoria about the year ’68, died
December aotb, '95, and was consequently
at the age of 47 when she was called away.
She with her brother Thomas were some
of the fruits of Brc. Surber's faithful labors,
and she joined the church at Lygon-strcct
some 25 y ears ago. After a few years, the
church in Hotham being established, she
took and retained membership there for
many yean, till having removed to Ascot
Vale, she cast in her lot with the church in
that place. Sister Conning was a woman of
lofty.fcarlcss and independent character; her
piety was deep and intelligent, and from the
hour of her baptism—25 years ago—till laid
aside by bodily infirmity, her real never
flagged. Without refusing any method
because it was new, she worked on the old
lines with remarkable success. The Bible
Class and Sunday School were her especial
spheres of labor, and the prayer and l-ord's
day morning meetings were her peculiar
sources of enjoy ment. Practical in her turn
of mind, attending all business meetings,
and influencing considerably the politics of
her church, she was conservative enough
to believe that Paul actually required sisters
" to keep silence" in the churches. Intelli­
gent enough to corrcd many a crude ser­
mon she heard, she was a preacher's friend,
and her sympathetic presence was seen at
all gospel meetings. Though blessed with
no children according to the flesh, she was
truly "a mother in Israel," and among the
large and reverent throng around her grave
there were many, ranging from children up
to heads of families, who owed largely the
shaping of their spiritual destinies to her
moulding hand. Measured by the flight of
years our sister died young, but measured
by life's activities both in and out of the
church, she passed away "full of days."
Thus Elizabeth has journey cd on to join the
"loved ones gone before." to join her
parents who left us lull of years, and gifted
John who faded in his manhood's dawn, and
gentle, gracious Annie, whom all the ties of
youthful motherhood could not bind to
earth. Sorrowing, but with sorrows' shad­
ows shot through with hope's radiance, we
tender our heartfelt sympathy to the be­
reaved husband and sisters and brothers.
trusting that the mantle of her virtues
may rest upon us all. and her faith and
hope sustain us in the hour of death

CORNWALL On January tub Bro John
Cornwallfell asleep in Jesus at the age of
j8. I or the past tune months our brother
was suffering from an Internal complaint,
and although tw o operations were performed
upon him. they proved of no avail During

i the whole of his Illness Bro Cornwall was
fx-rlcCtly resigned, ami in the midst of all
his sufferings maintained a firm faith in
Jc-aus as his Saviour For about 16 years he
has been a member of the Church of Christ,

and was a Christian never ashamed to lei
his light shine before men. Many of his
fellow-workmen from the Government work­
shops at Islington followed bis remains to
the West Terrace Cemetery, thus showing
how he was resjveClcd by them Wc, as a
church, feel the poorer for our brother
having gone from us, and Sister Cornwall
has lost a loving and faithful husband, while
the six children our brother has left behind
have to mourn the loss of a kind and
Christian father. May God sustain the
bereaved in this their time of trial, and bios
this event of Providence to the good of all
concerned. A. C. Rankinl

Norwood. S.A.

ACKNOWLEDGHENTS.

RESCUE HOME.
Collection at Annual Meeting. £5 14s 7jd

Church, Warracknabeal. per Bro Cust. i£.
Bro O'Brien, Q.,/t is: Mrs. Morris. New­
market, 7/6. Proceeds of lecture by Mr
Ludbrook, £2 ; M. Bros., per Mr. McLellan.
^Armadale, Vic. Jos, Pittman

VICTORIAN MISSION FUND.
Church, Wedderburn, Z5; South Mel­

bourne, per Sis. Romettch, £1 3/6!
racknabeal, /4/10/9; Brethren, Stccl’rGully.
/-•; Ballcndclla,/1/12/6 ; Brim, £ r. “M
Bros.," £1.-£17/6/9

ANNUAL COLLECTION.
Wedderburn, f 7/7/9: Toolamba. -

Brighton, £j; Mildura, 12/-, Daraknoi’g.
8/-: Doncaster, £2/6 3; Echuca, 11/3. Mm
tai. 5/-; Port Fairy, £2/2/6; Mount Cleat.
15/-; Tar.1d.1lc, 0/6; Htqietoun, 11 «•. Brim.
£\ 6 —£-'0/4/9. Previously acknowledged.
£28/15/1. Total, £48/19/10

259 Lit. Collins-st . W C CnAK.it
Melbourne. Treasurer

FOREIGN MISSIONS.
Mr.. P. Ludbrook. unr.. £3. " S.'

woomba, O . £1.
VICTORIAN BIBLICAL INST1TII I

l ive monthly sub-.cribcrs (five month-'
per Miss McC., £j; Church, Bro Lowen*
house, Doncaster (two subscriptions!. £4 4*
Bro. Crouch. Doncaster, during tin- vc.»l.
£1 ; Church, Malvern, fi is , J W . j :
H. W C , 3/- A T„ I/-

W. C. TtiuRGOuP, Trews
SUBSCRIPTIONS RECEIVED

With thanks;—E. C. Ludbrook and J
Coles, jo/-; J Marriage, II. Mitchell. R:<h.
R. Campbell, T. Kent, Newberry, Duckett.
Mrs R Arnott. W H Pearl, A W iVaice.
Mrs Ohlson. Mrs. Pickering, T. \\ Cc 1.
Mrs Hurrcll, R j. Somerville, J Sw.:’’.
Wheeler, W Turner. J. Marsh. U I 11-!
lips. Mrs Mitchell. 1. Martin. A Taylor,
Barringer. Morri on,G. Syme .. Mrs ]-'mc •
Houghton and W B Cumming, ;. M
Seidel. 7,(.. D A U-wiv and G Green. 2 '■
J W McCallum, 15; . Mrr. A Gilmore. 40 ■
1’ Wilson, 25/.; fo Marshman. H U
io/-; A Wihon, hj 9

CnAK.it

